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PREFACE.
of Westchester County which was commenced about ten years since, and soon
by Robert Pearsall Smith, was probably the first map of any county in the
State of New York published from actual survey of roads and boundaries. This was followed
by maps of other counties on a similar plan and, about eight years since, Mr. Smith conceived

The map

after published

;

the idea of publishing a series of maps from actual survey, embi'acing all the counties in the
State, and, from these, of producing a State Map that should be more full, complete, and
reliable than any ever before published.
But, about four years since, upon careful trial, in
these
number
of
a
county majis to a uniform scale, so many omissions and
reducing
large
discrepancies were found in them, that a new survey of the State was deemed necessary to the
construction of an accurate map of the State, An arrangement was accordingly made with
the author to take the general superintendence of the new survey the general plan for the
;

works

to be prepared

statistics

was fixed upon

;

and the re-survey

of the State

and the

collection of

were begun.

At the commencement of the re-survey, maps of fifty-one counties had been completed
and published six counties had been surveyed, but the maps were not yet published and
three counties were still unsurveyed. Of the fifty-one published maps, twelve were found to
;

;

be so deficient in matters essential to the completion of the State Map accoixiing to the plan
fixed upon, as to render entire new surveys of these counties necessary. Surveyors were
sent into the remaining counties, with copies of the published or manuscript maps in hand,
with instructions to visit every town, to correct every error that should be found upon the
maps, to make additions of new roads, note changes in boundaries, and, in short, to return
the maps properly revised and corrected for use in the preparation of the State Map. In
many instances new surveys of parts of towns, town lines, roads, and streams were found
necessary, and also countless changes in the location of boundary lines, roads, streams and
bodies of water, and in the representation of the topographical features of the country. The
surveyors were instructed to obtain copies of manuscript and other local maps, as far as
practicable, as these w^ere generally found to contain metes
large scales, were of value in laying down boundary lines.

and bounds, and, being plotted

to

Draftsmen were also sent to the

several private Land Offices in the State, and to Albany, and all maps of any value in the offices
of the State Engineer and Surveyor and the Secretary of State were copied, to be laid under

contribution in the preparation of the State Map. The Superintendent of tae United States
Coast Survey and the Secretary of the Interior also furnished copies of all the maps in their
Departments pertaining to the State. The number and variety of maps and plots, printed and

manuscript, that have thus been collected is very great, and probably embraces more valuable
matter than any similar collection in the State.
Not the least difficult part of the labor of constructing a map of a large extent of country
In surveys of small areas this difficulty does not occur, as the
is "making the projection."
proportion of the curvature of the earth's surface to that part of its area contained in a rectangle of thirty to fifty miles, is so small that, when reduced to the scale of even an inch to
the mile, it is scarcely perceptible. But in projecting a map of territory of as great extent

New York, the curvatui-e of the surface from a plane is so great as to make
the departure of the lines of latitude and longitude from right lines plainly visible fipon a
map even when plotted to a scale of less than one-fourth of an inch to a mile.
The Flamstead Improved Projection, being the one best adapted to the correct representation of a large extent of country, was adopted for the State Map.
The maps of the State heretofore published embrace a large part of the New Englana
as the State of

The space thus usually occupied is appropriated to jalans
States, Pennsylvania, and Canada.
of the cities, and to smaller maps illustrating particular features of the State. These marginal
maps,
at the

—

believed, add to the value of the work. By placing a map of Long Island by itself,
same time showing its relative position to the rest of the State, by retaining a map of

it is

nearly one-third of the island in

its

proper place,

—the

map

of the entire State

is

constructed
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on a
size

scale about

with

all

of

twenty per cent, (linear scale) larger than can be done on a sheet of the same

Long Island projecting eastward of New York

City.

This increased scale will

compensate for the change of place of the eastern portion of Long Island,
The map of the State is plotted to the scale of ij(yty!iJ55' which is j|| or a small fraction more
than 4.7 miles to an inch and the city plans to the scale of zv,i^i5> which is f |f or a small
fraction more than .78 of a mile to an inch.

be found to

fully

;

The longitude of several points in the eastern and western portions of the State having
been accurately determined by the Coast Survey and the Department of the Interior, and
the latitude of many points on the north and south borders and within the State from numerous and repeated observations, the projection of the parallels and meridians was first made
with accurately constructed scales, using the most recent tables of latitude and longitude measurements as adopted by the Coast Survey and the U. S. Military Academy at West Point.
The boundaries of the State were next projected, after which the lines of the counties were
located on the map. The town lines were next laid out and finally the roads, bodies of
water, streams, topography, and all other details were filled in. This course could not fail to
;

all parts of the work
and, while the map does not agree, in many points,
with previous maps of the State, the author feels confident that it will bear the closest

secure accuracy in

;

scrutiny and criticism,

A prominent and
railroads, canals,

distinctive feature of the State

and routes

Map

is

the representation of all the roads,
which has been run and every

of travel, every mile of each of

angle measured.
The city plans are all drawn to the same scale, thus presenting, at a glance, the comparative
extent of the built-up portions of each. Albany, Brooklyn, and Buffalo have so great an
extent of unoccupied or farm lands that it was not practicable to show the entire corporate
limits of either on the city plans but no built-up part of either city has been omitted. The
plans of the other cities embrace their entire area.
In the construction of the Geological and Land Patent Map, the geology of the State
according to the New York System has been followed but the different strata or formations
are represented by a system of shading in the engraving, instead of by color, as is usually
done in geological maj^s. This plan was adopted, as it was desirable to present two distinct
features in the one map and the engraved shading for the geology permits the use of colors
for the land patents. The size of the map would not admit of the representation of tracts of
land smaller than a township but a complete list of all the grants will be found in this work.
In the year 1825 the Regents of the University established metfeorological stations in various
parts of the State, and reports were required to be made from these stations annually to the
Board of Regents. At the expiration of twenty-five years the Regents caused these reports
to be digested and the mean averages of the summaries thus deduced so far as relates to
temperature, fall of rain, and direction of wind are embraced in the Meteorological Map.
On this map the several stations (including three established at military posts, and not subject
to the direction of the Board of Regents) are at the centers of the small circles. In each of
these circles are either two or three numbers when two, the upper number is the mean
annual temperature in degrees Fahrenheit, and the lower number is the mean annual fall of
rain in inches and when three, the upper and lower numbers indicate, respectively, temperature and rain, and the middle one the elevation of the station above tide, in feet. The
diagram at the right represents the mean annual direction of wind at the several stations,
the index in any case denoting the point of compass, and its length the number of days,
one inch in length of radius representing five days. Thus, taking the index for Canandaigua,
the direction is S. 63° 37^ W., and the length of the radius is 3.4 inches. This indicates that
the mean annual direction of the wind at this station was from the w. s. w. for 17 days in the
year more than from all other directions. For the isothermal lines, or lines of equal temperature, and the shading representing the different depths of rain, we are indebted to Lorin
Blodget, author of American Climatology.
The Time Indicator has been prepared from minute calculations, and will be found correct
;

;

—

;

;

;

—

—

:

;

—

in every case.

The diagram showing the capacity of the church edifices is constructed to a scale,
correctly represents the proportion of each to the whole.
An examination of the various Gazetteers heretofore published cannot fail to satisfy

and

any
one that a great part of the material from which they were compiled was furnished by corre-
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Bpondents. This plan seemed to be the one most likely to secure accuracy, and with some
modifications it was at first adopted in collecting materials for this work. Agents were sent
into some portions of the State, furnished with printed instructions, questions, and blanks, to
obtain the desired information, either by personal research, or through the assistance of such
competent persons in the various localities visited as would undertake to fill the flanks and
return them to the general office. While a few persons promi^tly responded to the I'equcst

thus made of them, others delayed giving it immediate attention, and still others neglected it
altogether. A large proportion of the matter received from correspondents was found to be
Much matter
irrelevant, devoted to specialties, or unreliable, and therefore of little value.
was received which possesses a greater or less amount of local interest, but which could not

be admitted without giving undue prominence to some subjects or localities at the expense
After a fair trial of the plan first adopted, it was found subject to so many objecThe surveyors and agents were then instructed to visit every
it was abandoned.

of others.
tions that

town, and village, to search records, examine documents, consult the best living, printed,
and manuscript authorities, and to make returns to the general office of all the reliable
matter and information obtained. They were instructed to take no statement on a single
authority, and in cases where authorities were found to differ, to examine diligently and
impartially, and report all the facts, so that in digesting and arranging them for the press,
all the evidence might be at hand.
They were particularly cautioned against taking mere
hearsay or traditionary tales for truth, and not to seek wonders and marvels. A competent
person was employed to examine records and documents in the State Library and State and
other public offices at Albany and in New York City, for information that might be available in the preparation of this work. The Documentary History and the State Geology of
New York, general and local histories, biographies, sketches, essays, reports, newspapers,
manuscripts, and all other available authorities that were likely to contain any information
of value, were collected, and in turn consulted, and their accuracy and value tested as the
work progressed.
The plan for the work finally fixed upon, while it embraces a wider range than is usually
taken by similar works, seems to be one that cannot fail to meet the wants and tastes of the
people, as it presents the wealth, resources, present condition, and past history of the State
in a form and style at once convenient, perspicuous, and concise.
The details of description of each county, city, town, and village, have been arranged, as
city,

according to a uniform plan or outline as has been also the General
The subjects embraced in this article seemed to
first 154 pages.
cover all the ground that properly belongs to the work and they are treated at as great
A
length as their proportional importance to the limits of the volume would permit.
Gazetteer of a State should not be expected to contain, in a connected form, a complete
compendium of knowledge upon whatever pertains to a State. But present condition, brief
and comprehensive statements, short historical sketches of general interest, tables, facts and
figures as connected with the wealth, prosperity, and resources of a State, should be confar as practicable,

Article

;

embraced in the

;

sidered to an extent sufficient for a

work of

reference, such as a Gazetteer

is

intended

to be.

The general outline of the county descriptions is as follows 1st. Date of formation of the
county, from what taken, subsequent changes in boundaries, location in the State, and aii'-line
distance of geographical center from the Capitol at Albany. 2d. Geology, topography, and
drainage embracing the general geological formations, general contour of the surface, lakes,
3d. Soil, leading articles of pi'oduction, and occupation of the
rivers, and other watercourses.
:

;

people.

4th.

Works of internal improvement.

5th.

County

seat,

names of

first

county

officers,

description of county buildings and institutions. 6th. History of the newspaper press.
7th. Brief historical sketch of the county from the date of first settlement to the present time.
The descriptions of the towns are according to nearly the same general plan, and embrace,

and

Date of formation, from what taken, subsequent changes in boundaries, and location in
2d. Peculiarities in geological formations not mentioned in county description.

1st.

the county.

4th. Names and description of villages, hamlets, and localwith their location in town, date of incorporation, institutions, leading branches of
5th. A brief
business, and population according to the most recent reliable enumeration.
historical sketch, embracing incidents of general and local interest, names of first settlers,
first birth, marriage, and death, first church, school, mill, and factory, and number of churches

3d.

Topography and drainage.

ities,
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After the towns in each county is a table compiled from the last State census,
except the valuation and statistics of schools, which are from the returns for the year 1858.
In many cases, the population of villages and the number of churches given are from enumerations taken since 1855 but the last State census has invariably been taken as authority
on these tjvo points, except in cases where later reliable enumerations have been taken. The
acres of land as given in the tables fall short of the area of the county as given at the commencement of each county description. The reason of this is obvious the acres of land as
shown by the tables are from the returns of assessors, which seldom embrace marsh, swamp,
and unproductive lands, and lands under water while the area in square miles, as given in
the county descriptions, has in every case been ascertained from actual measurements.
The steel plate illustrations are principally from original views made expressly for this work.
The map has been engraved on stone, at great expense, by the best artists, and the mechanical execution of both works is highly creditable to the publisher.
The Index of Subjects at the commencement of the work, and the Index of Geographical
Names at the close, cannot fail of being justly valued for their convenience. The uniform
use of a bold-face letter for names of towns, villages, and hamlets will also be found to
greatly facilitate rapid search for this class of geographical names.
To many of the officers in the several State Departments, and to numerous county, town,
and city officers, local surveyors, civil engineers, land agents, members of the press, and
others, the author is indebted for furnishing valuable materials for these works. To them,
and to all who have in any way rendered him assistance in the preparation of either Map or

in 1855.

;

:

;

he desires to acknowledge his obligations. Many persons may feel disaj^pointat finding that information furnished by them has not been used.
examination
of the work, however, must convince them that nothing has been omitted which was essential

Gazetteer,

ment

An

to the general plan of the work, and that whatever did not come within this plan could not
be introduced.
The author would not be doing justice to himself nor to the public did he fail to acknowledge his obligations to those who have been associated with him in the preparation of these
works. He desires to make particular mention of the valuable services of Lieut. Francis
Mahler, Franklin B. Hough, M.D., and James Johonnot. Lieut. Mahler was educated in a

European Military Academy for a Topographical Engineer. Ten years of subsequent practice
rendered him eminently qualified for the position he has occupied on the Survey. Dr. Hough
is well known to the people of the State as the Superintendent of the last State census and as
the author of several histoi^cal and statistical works. His services in searching records and
documents at Albany, in New Yoi'k City, and elsewhere, have been invaluable, and to his
practical knowledge of the geology of the State the author is mainly indebted for whatever
pertains to that subject in this work. Mr. Johonnot has devoted many years to the subject
of Physical Geography.
The topography of the State, its counties and towns, has been
mainly written by him.
The intelligent citizens of the State of New York cannot fail to appreciate the liberality
of the publisher in the great expenditures he has made in bringing out these works. The
cost of the original surveys for the county maps was about $48,000, and the expenditures on
the works from the commencement of the re-survey to the date of publication have reached
about $46,000 more, making a total investment of $94,000. The whole time spent in surveys,
collection of materials, writing, engraving, proof-reading, &c., has been equal to the time of
one person 125 years. It is believed that no similar enterprise of equal extent, and involving
the outlay of so large a capital, has ever been undertaken at private expense in this or any
other country. Time, talents, and money have alike been devoted to the production of a
Map and Gazetteer that it is hoped will be found every way worthy of the Empire State.
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346. 356, 359, 467, 469, 470, 511, 549,
577, 582, 591, 596, 604, 646, 681, 682,
687, 691.
Block manufactory, 368.
Bloomer costume, origin of. 617.
Board of Agriculture, 102, 106.
Education. New York, 430.
Health, 116, 428.

Boatbuilding, 367, 402, 419, 616, 618, 657,
662, 6S6.

factories. 166, 220, 235, 286, 368, 402,
483, 484. 558, 593, 616, 668.

277, 668, 699.

iron ore, 25.
Boiler manufactory, 160, 286, 652.
Bolt manufactory, 166.

Bog

Bonaparte, .loseph, 363, 376.
Bonded warehouses. 111, 113,

Bakeries, statistics by counties, 109.
Bank note engraving. 90.

Bone boiling, 372.
manure. 368.

Banks, agencies of, 90.
commissioners, 90.

pits, 361, 453, 522.
fish. 124, 6.31.

of, 90 to 95.
general aiticle on, 89.

Bony

individual, 89.
obsolete and closing, 95 to 99.

Book manufactory,

existing, list

Agriculture, appropriations for, 106.

Andrustown plundered,

Angior, Siour, surveys by, 298.
settle under, 242,

Anne, Queen, Germans

Bookbinderies, 160, 246, 286.
199.

savings. 99.

Boon, Gerrit, 462, 468.
Boot and Shoe Makers, number by coun-

suspension of, 90.
United States, 90.

Boot and Shoe manufac, 286, 402, 488, 596.

ties, 152.

Baptists, 139, 140.
Free Will. 140.
Old School, 139.
Seventh Day. 143.
Barley, counties where
statistics

statistics

most raised,
by counties, 104.

101.

trade 159.
Barracks,' 45, 239, 354, 358, 542, 555, 580.
Barrel manufactory, 220, 402, 488, 509,
518, 520. 522.

Barytes. sulphate

of,

352, 356, 577, 600,

604. 698.

Basket manufactory, 286.
Batteries, 423, 437, 565.
Batting manufactory, 464.
Battles, 219, 233, 234, 297, 305, 316, 342,
343, 345, 355, 368, 371, 410, 411,438,
461, 478, 621, 525, 554, 556, 569, 574,
675, 680, 586, 602, 604, 607, 633, 643,
645, 661. 667, 671. 681, 698,701, 707.
Baum, Col., defeated, 586.
Bayard's Patent, 601.
Bay of New York, 437.

Beaches. 544, 547, 550, 631, 634, 635, 636,
638, 639.

Beacons.

by

counties, 109.

Boroughs, 596, 698, 698, 706.
Boston Cornel', 18.
Ten Towns, 18, 180, 199, 479, 650.

See I/ightJiouses.

Beacraft. a tory, 602.
Beans, statistics by counties, 105.

Botanical gardens, 370, 423, 430.

Bouck's Patent, 605.
Bouck, William C, 59.
Boundaries, 17, 258, 290, 308. 418, 586.
Boundary commissions, 18, 677.
controversies, 603, 645, 651, 700, 706.
repxited, 309.
286.
384.
Boylston Tract, 375.
Braddock's defeat, 671.
Bradford, William, 431.
Bradstreet, Col., 519.
Brantingham Tract, 375.

Bourbon,

Box manufactory,
Boyd, Lieut. Wm.,

Brant, Joseph, 219, 264, 265, 283. 315.

34'i,

343, 349, 409, 410, 412, 414, 454, 478,
503, 531, 538. 586. 604.
Brass foundery. 166, 286.
Breakwater, 280, 284.
Breathing well, so called. 190.

Breweries, 109, 160, 214,

2.'57, 241,275, 286,
367, 368, 383, 385, 399. 402, 406, 419,
468, 483, 488, 509, 566, 561, 563, 598,
617, 657, 662, 691.

7
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8
irick manufactory, by counties, 109.

manufactory

of, 110, 160, 246, 286, 330,
331, S32. 39S, 505, 542, 550, 563, 566,
568, 569, 598, C32, 639, 662, 666, 691,
696, 698, 699.

Brine springs, 26, 178, 181, 186, 197, 203,
257,325, 327, 392, 395, 400, 449, 456,
473, 474. 478, 479, 482, 483, 512, 514,
515, 617, 522, 532, 619, 688.
Britannia Ware manufactory, 163, 286.
Brookville captured, 574.
Brooklyn Institute, 369.
Broom Corn, statistics by counties, 107.

culture

of, 101, 220, 381, 407, 413, 595,
597, 600, 606.
Broom Handle manufactory, 590, 597.
manufactory, 243, 282, 413, 595, 597.
Brotliertown Indians, 465.
Brown, Col., 410. 416.
Joiin, settlement of, 349.
Brown's Tract, .341, 349, 375, 379.
Brush manufactory, 286, 556.
plains, 631, 636.
Buckskin manufactory, 311, 317,
Buckwheat, quantity raised, 101, 104.

Building associations, 81, 366, 700.
Building stone, 26.

Buildings, public. New York City, 436, 437.
Bull. William, surveys bv, 621.
Eurgoyne, Gen,. 164, 166, 233, 299, 461,
604, 554, 559, 586, 673, 679, 682, 685,
687,
Burial Case manufactory, 549.
Burial Places, New York City, 428,

See Rural Cemeteries.
Burnetsfield Patent, 341, 344, 345, 346.
Burning of jail, Delaware county, 258,
of steamer Sir Robert Peel, 360,
spi-ings,

208, 213, 214, 267, 491, 499,

Canal Oswego, history of

61, 62.

reservoiis. 60, 61, 173, 389, 390, 393.
statistics, 55, 56, 57, 58,
structures, 58.
tolls, 56, 57,
Canals, notices of, 156, 169, 171, 173, 179,
186, 187, 193, 198, 201, 203, 218,220,
221, 224, 226, 228, 230, 279, 280, 288,
293, 330, 341, 346, 375, 381, 384, 385,
387,388, 395, 397, 398, 401, 402, 403,
404, 407, 413, 420. 449, 451, 452, 455,
459, 466, 468, 469, 475, 482, 484, 488,
489, 492, 502, 491, 512, 513, 514, 515,
518, 520; 523, 524, 526, 574, 581, 585,
587, 593, 598, 609, 610, 611, 614, 617,

642, 624, 654, 689, 690, 691, 693, 714,
718,

Canastota Tract, 47, 389.
Capital, State, 26, 27,
Car manufactory, 286, 395, 509, 571,
Wheel manufactory, 160, 273, 286, 509.
>mis, 462, 516, 608, 694, 695.
Carding Machines introduced, 683.
Card manufactory, 199,
Carillon Fort, 298,
Carleton, Major, 300,
Caroline steamer destroyed, 453.
Carpenters, by counties, 109, 152.
Carpet Bag manufactory, 510.

Falls, 505,

Cabinet Making shops, by counties, 109,
Cabinet Ware manufactory, 203, 286, 368,
390, 402, 514, 515, 522, 523, 598, 618,

Cabinet of Natural History, 125, 126,
Calcareous tufa, 391, 717.
Calculating machine, 161.
'293.

Calico Printing,
Cambridge Patent, OSO.
Camden Tract, 6S5,
Campbell's Patent, 679, 683.

Camphene manufactory,

368.

Canada, expeditions against, 246, 311, 358,
493, 081, 682.
Canada, fortifications in, 45.
Canadian canals, 119.
railways. 119,
trade, 117, 118,
Canal Appraisers, 54.
4;08,

Black River, history
Board,

Cayuga & Seneca, history
Celebration,

.08,

235,
312,
355,
386,

239,
320,
360,
390,
486,
523,
579,
616,
664,

253,
324,
361,
395,

Cattle market, 427.
statistics by counties, 106.
trade, 428,
Caughnawaga Indians 408.
Caves, 26, 155. 162, 163, 164, 302, 328, 351,
356, 360, 361, 362, 393, 416, 482,570,
600, 604, 606, 607, 666, 674, 675, 684,
Cayuga Bridge, 199, 200,
Marshes, 63, 474,
Cazenove, Theophilus, 322,

Waterlime.
Jiducational Society,

146,

of, 60, 61.

of, 62.

59.

Cbamplain, history of, 60.
Chemung, history of, 62.
Chenango, history of, 60, 61.
Clearances, 56,
54, 59,

Commissioners,
Companies, 64, 356, 632, 642. 661.
Crooked Lake, history of, 62,
Delaware & Hudson, 63, 502, 506.
Department, Auditor of, 54.
distances. 50,
59, 60.
Erie, history of. 58.

enlargement,

feeders, 201, 218, 321, 389, 482, 484,
513, 620, 634, 645, 671.
Fund, 54.
general notice of, 54,
Genesee A'alley, history of, 62, 63,
hydraulic. 359, 454, 455, 484, 524. 593,

637, 657.

Manhattan Island, 418.
natural, 575,
Oneida Lake, history of, 61.

Chevaux de

frise, 542,

Children's Aid Society, 370, 403, 434.
Hospital, 432.
Chinese, early trade with, 162.
Cholera, 308,
Christian Association, 146,

Connexion, 140,
Unions, 146, 147.
Cryslers Field, 311,
Churches, general article on, 139 to 144,

New York, 434, 435,
Church, John B,, and Philip, 169.

property controversy, 287.
Tract, 321,
Cider, product by counties, 105
Cigar manufactories. See Tobacco.
Cincinnati, Society of, 434.
Ciscoes, fishery of, 359

429, 430, 468, 488, 624, 560, 598.
Clark, Rev, Thomas, 685, 686.

others, purchase by,

210,

Central American

54,

Patent, 532,

Gary, Trumbull, and

Cement mauufactury, — See

boats. 58,

52, 224, 389.

Cherry Valley massacre, 410, 631.

City Courts, 34.

255, 271, 300, 305, 310,
326, 328, 333, 346, 352,
374, 376, 377, 379, 383,
401, 402, 419, 467, 474,
484,
487, 505, 608, 614, 515, 517,
521,
524, 526, 527, 532, 558, 660,
693, 697, 604, 605, 609, 611,
672,
613,
617, 618, 646, 654, 656, 657,
658,
670, 674, 675, 715,
Cases before Court of Sessions, N.Y., 421.
Cassiltown Manor. 564.
Castle Garden, 117, 427.
Castles of the Mohawks. 408,
Catholic Schools, New York, 431,
See
Itoman Catholics.
Catskill Mountain House, 333.
I'atent, 332,

Butter, product by counties, 106.
BjTne's Patent, 605, 682.

Twenty Towns,

Cities. oflBcers of, 31.

Cascades, 20, 21, 22, 165, 203, 210, 227,

Butt and Hinge manufactory, 166
Buttermilk Channel, 419.

Tract, 47.
Triangle, 224,

Chenango

411, 468, 549, 686, 695, 707.
Carriage manufactory, 109, 160, 166, 228,
229, 237, 255, 275, 286, 346, 368, 399,
401, 402, 405, 411, 419, 463, 484, 487,
494, 496, 522, 548, 661, 575, 598, 657,
658, 683, 716,
Cartridge manufactory, 649.

691,

Butler, Col. John, 409, 410, 411, 415,
Walter N,, 347, 409, 410, 411,415, 531.

Cheese manufactory, 175, 416, 637.
product of, by counties, 107,
Chemical works. See Laboratories.

Carpet manufactory, 199, 244, 275, 402, 407,

Burr. Aaron, 404.
Bust!. Paul, 322,

Butler's Patent, 317, 605,

Chassanis, Peter, Purchase, 353, 375, 377.
Cheesebox manuf;ictory, 343, 347, 348.
Cheesecocks Patent, 503, 508, 568.

Asylum for Deaf and Dumb, 412,
Park, New York, 44, 423, 424,
Chain across the Hudson, 604, 605, 508,
509, 542,

Lake Champlain, at Ticonderoga, 299,
Chain Cable manufactory, 681,
Chair manufactory, 275, 282, 286, 34.3, 402,
462, 487, 627, 610,

Chamber

of Commerce, 116, 436.
Chambers, Thomas, 061, 662, 664.

Chambly Canal, 119.
Champlain Lake, 297.
grants on, 298.

Champlain, Samuel. 233, 297, 477, 519,
Chandleries, 109, 286, 368, 419, 563, 567.
Channels of New York Harbor, 418,

Chapel, Queen
Charitable societies, 144, 247, 287, 403, 433,
.June's, 413,

434, 561,

Charity schools, 370, 431,
Charles III of Spain, grant to a
church, 435,

New York

Charters, New York City, 418, 438.
to academies, 127,

Chase, Rev, Philander, 265.
Chasm, remarkable, in Clinton cc, 238,
in Lewis

co,, 378,

Halls, 156, 160, 246, 275, 365, 369,403,
423, 436, 468, 488, 524.

Inspector's Department, N. Y., 427.

Park, Brooklyn. 369,
Railroads, 367, 368, 429,
Schools, 160, 199, 246, 275, 286, 369, 403,

Waiis and Lewis

G,, 486.

Clarke, Miss Sara J„ 487,
Clans, Colonel Daniel, 315, 409, 412,
Clearances on Northern lakes, 118.
Clearing-House Association, N. Y,, 436.

Clendening Valley Aqueduct, 424,
Clergymen, number by counties, 151.
property of, exempt from taxe.s, 48.
Clerks' offices. See County Buildings.
Clermont, steamboat, 162, 521.

Park Patent, 685, 587.
Mine, 572,

Clifton

Chnton, Charles, 510,
College, Fairfield, ^i5.

CImton, De Witt, 58. 59, 102, 481, 506, 549.
George, 274, 276.
Sir Henry, 504, 664, 699.
Gener.al .lames, 410, 412, 531, 536.
Prison, 41, 2.38
Purchase, 224,

Township, 47.
Clock manufactory, 638.
Clover mill, 350,
Cloves of the Catskills, 329, 334,
Coachmakers, number by counties, 151.
Coal formations, 329, 619.
for, 178, 407,
Oil manufactory, 367.
trade, 220, 488, 618, 624, 655, 657, 661,
662, 663, 664.
Coasting tiade, statistics of, 115, 116.
Coast Survey, 23, 121,
Coffee and Spice m.anuf;ictory, 368.
Colden, Cadwallader. 508, 546,
Tract, 341, 343, 344, 345, 348,
Collar and Bosom manufactory, 657,
Collection districts, coasting trade by, 115.
general article on. 111,
Northern frontier, 117, 118,

mining

ship building by, 115
tonnage by, 112,
Collectors on canals, 54,
Collect Pond, N, Y., 418,
Colleges, general article upon, 125.
notices of, 48, 125, 126, 160, 161,
220, 252, 343, 384, 391, 403, 419,
431. 455, 404, 498, 546, 660, 564,
598, 610, 616, 657, 707.
tabular list and statistics of, 126,
Colonial history. 125,
Colonization Society, 146.
Colored Home, 425, 426.
schools, 136,
statistics of, by counties, 150,
Color manufactory, 272, 373,
Comb manufactory, 272, 286.

Commerce,

188.
4S0,
575,

127

foreign. 111, 112, 113, 114, 115,
162, 247, 367, 418, 436, 438, 639.
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Commerce,

lake, 118, 119, 208, 214, 237, 239,
2S0, 2S5, 352, 395, 399, 402, 403, 452,
517, 618, 520, 524, 525, 5S0, 582, 657.
river, 156, 240, 208, 274, 276, 285, 330,
332, 502, 509, 561, 580, 581, 620, 652,
661, 662, 663, 664, 666, 699.
Commercial colleges, 287, 431, 489.
Ojinmissioners of Canal Fund, 54.
for taking
35.

Cratean

Onon.

lalces,

CO., 26,

474, 482, 484.

Dudley Observatory, 161.

Colonel, 410.

Croton Aqueduct, 418, 422, 424, 697, 706,

Communities, 293, 405.

Customhouses, 119, 120, 239, 247, 286, 355,

297, 298, 299, 673.
Tract, 125.
Crystal palace, 423, 424.
Cuck, George, a tory, 414.
Cumberland Bay, naval victory in. 234.
Currents of rivers reversed, 304, 579.

356, 436, 524, 580, 638.

Comptroller, 32.
Confectioneries, 286.

Cutlery manufactory, 246, 508.

Congregational Churches, 140.
Methodist Church, 140.
Congress, Continental, 565.
first meeting in New York, 438.

Dairying, product of.
Dakin Ore Bed, 273.

See Acra, dx.

D'Alainville, seigniory
Dam, State, 678.

of,

Hempstead,

544, 545.

Convictions, statistics

oii 36,

421.

Deane's Patent, 48, 235, 471.
Deaths, New York, totals, 428.
of Holland Co. proprietors, 322.
Do Bruyn, John Hendrick, Patent of, 247.
Debt of N. Y. to U. S., Revolutionary, 45.
Debtors, imprisoned, 42.
De Courcelles, expedition of, 408.

Cooper Institute, 435.
Cooper, J. Fenimore, 536.

De Lancey, James,

Cooperages, 286, 514, 691.
Coopers, number by counties, 151.
Copperas, 305.
manufactory, 575.

De

Copper coinage, 509.

De Nonville, expedition

Patent

469.

Cotringer Tract, 321.

Cotton manufactory, 110, 166, 216, 228,
241, 247, 248, 253, 271, 274,
334, 346, 347, 348, 352, 356,
368, 402, 464, 465, 466, 468,
509, 510, 525, 527, 532, 533,
536, 53S, 554, 556, 558, 559,
569, 571, 584, 590, 591, 598,
638, 662, 666, 682.
Councils, Indian, 322, 344, 414.

276,
360,
471,
534,
560,
605,

293,
362,
504,
535,
561,
634,

Council of Appointment, 31.
of Revision, 31.
of Safety, 601.

704, 707, 708.
County buildings, 156, 160, 16S, 179,
198, 208, 218, 223, 232, 241, 251,
268, 280, 297, 307, 814, 320, 330,
341, 352, 365, 375, 381, 388, 396,
451, 458, 475, 492, 502, 512, 518,
540. 544, 553, 563, 568, 573, 584,
600, 609, 614, 620, 632, 642, 649,
661, 671, 678, 689, 697, 710, 717.
Clerk, 35.
courts, 34.
Superintendent, 137.
Treasurer, 36.
Courts of admiralty, 117.

of Appeals, 33.
for Trial of Impeachments, 33.

New York

City, 428.

of oyer and terminer, 35.
of sessions, 35.

186,
258,
337,
407,
530,
595,
654,

493, 499.
Dentists' Gold manufactory, 368.
Denton, Rev. Richard, 547.
Depots, 403, 561.
Deserters executed, 412, 536.
De Tracy's expedition, 408.
De Teaux, Samuel, 455.
Devendorf. Jacob, scalped, 416.
Devil's Hole, event at, 452, 453.
De Tries, D. P., 564.
Dewitt, Simeon, 58, 657.
Die manufactory, 593.
Dieskau, Baron, 298, 671, 672.
Dikes, 077.
Diluvi:il valleys, 361.
Dioceges of New Y'ork, 142. 143.
Dionondahowa Falls, 680, 683.
Disciples of Christ, 140.
Dise's Manor, 604.
Dispensaries, 287, 370, 432.
Distances by canals, 59 to 64.
by railroads, 66 to 73.
of,

Acres,

Dorfs of Palatinates, 601.

WUtwyck,

ancient, 663.

Encroachment upon N. Y. Harbor,
Endowment of Union College, 598.
Engraving, 286.
Entries of vessels at

112.

Basin, 284.

Escheats, 48.
Esopus, enemy advance to, 504.
Evacuation Day, 437, 438.
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 140.
Evans, David E., 322.

Evans

Patent. 503.

Evans, William, bequest

Evening

of,

393.

schools, 430,
building, 160.

Exchange

Excise, Commissioners of, 36.
Executive Department, N. Y. City, 420.
State, 19.

Expeditions against Canada. See Canada.
Exports, Canadian, 118.
total New York, since 1701, 112, 114.

Eye and Ear

Infirmaries, 370, 432.

Fairs, Colonial, 101.
State, and other, 102, 269, 706.
Fall Hill Patent, 341, 343, 346.
Families, number of, by counties.

Acres,

See

called, 271.

Downie, Commodore, 234.

Craigie Tract, 321.

Cranberry swamp, 528, 613.

Dry docks,

45, 368, 618.

New York,

Epidemic, 361, 679.
Erie Canal. See Canals.

Do^vning, A. J., 708.
Doxtader, Tory, 411, 4j.6, 602, 607.
Dressmakers, number by counties, 151.
Drouth, 352.
Drowned Lands, 501, 506, 507, 510, 511.
Drut; manuHictory, 275.

Cowboys, 333, 698.
Cowen, Eseck., 592.
Cows, number by counties, 106.

46.

Engineers, Canal, 54.
Engli.sh conquest, 438.

cfe.

of

Courtenay, E. H., 368.
Coverlet manufactory, 695.
Cowbell manufactory, 283.

427.

E., analysis by. 324.
geologist of Second District, 24.

See Customhouses.

State, 33.
United States, 33.

See Commissioners of Emi-

Emmons,

28.

Dongan, Governor, 564.
Dover Stone Church, so
Door factory, 188.

353, 355, 357, 358, 361, 362, 375.
Elias, ofBcers of the ship, 564.
Elk, domestication of, 192.
Ellicott, Joseph, 322.
Embargo, 2.33, 247, 356, 357, 643.
Emery manufactory, 546.

gration.

judicial, 33, 34.
military, 43.
Senatorial, 28.

of Tryon co., early, 409.
Divisions. Colonial, Dutchess co., 269.
Docks, 367.
Dolomite, 41, 267, 699.
Domestic manufactures by counties.

co., 677.

Emigrant homes,

160, 198, 199, 201, 213, 214,
344, 367, 368, 384, 385, 391, 398,
406, 454, 462, 467, 483, 484, 4-S7,
515, 535, 561, 593, 617, 618, 691,
699.
Distributing post ofBces, 123, 652.
District attorneys, 35.
libraries, 135.
school meetings, 135.
Districts, aldermanic, 420.

Assembly,

of, 31.

Elevators, 293, 356, 399, 525.
Eleven Towns on Black River, so called,

Emigration.

286,
401,
497,
693,

collection.

Edmeston,

Washington

Distilleries,

Country Roads, Suffolk co., 632.
Country seats, 272, 275, 276, 664, 696, 703,

347, 393, 395, 402, 486, 590.
of, 269, 564.
Col., 533.
New
420.
Elections,
York,
canvass of, 30.
Inspectors of, 40.
military, 44.

Edict of Nantes, Revocation

Delaware co., 257.
Steuben CO., 619.

701, 705.

la Barre's expedition, 358.
63, 642, 661,
662, 664, 666, 668.
Delliu's Patent, 682.

ores, 25, 267, 340, 575, 577, 579, 660, 704.

Easton's Patent, 466.
Eaton, Amos, 24.
Ebenezer Society, 293
Edge Tool manufactory, 166, 235, 286. 300,

Elephant, fossil remains of, 163.
Elevations above tide, 19 to 22.

Delaware & Hudson Canal,

Corn, statistics of, 101, 104.
Cornplanter. an Indian chie^ 410, 414.
Cornwall county, 18.
Coroners, 35, 427.
Cortland Manor, 705, 706, 708.
Corporations, general article on, 80.
Cosby's Manor and Patent, 341, 344, 348,

salt, 54.

Duties, receipts from. 111, 113, 114.'
Dwellings, number and kind of, 108.
Dwight, Francis, 137Dyed Stuffs manufactory, 373, 563.
works, 293,465, 5e5, 706.

Electors, census

413.

of,

603, 667.

Duties on

668.

298

Deep Spring, so called, 484.
Deeds, acknowledgment of, 35.
Degrees conferred by Regents, 125.
De Lancey's corps, 551.

Provincial, 269, 272, 276.

Conventions at Syracuse, 488.
Convents, 419, 431, 4-34, 701.

18,

Dutch, policv of, toward Indians, 408.
settlemJnts by, 366, 408, 437, 503, 601,

Earl of Molra, 574.
Earthen Ware manufactory, 198, 286, 499,

Deaf and dumb, statistics by counties, 150.
Asylum, 419, 432, 433.

Kingston, 664.

Duel. 3r.S.
Duerville Patent, 235.
Duke of Gloucester, 574.

Dukes county,

707, 708.

Valley surveyed, 424.

Contracting Board, 54.
Contributions to aid Schenectady, 599.
Controversy in Dutch Church, 275.
Convention for adopting U. S. Const., 276.
Hartford, 48, 52.

113.

courts, 35.
statistics, 425.
Crosby, Enoch, 541.

Crown Point, fort at,
Crumhorn Mountain

Constable's Towns, 375.

of,

410.

Dubois, Bishop, school founded by, 360.

of Emigration, 117, 419, 420, 427, 549.
of Excise, 36.
of Health, 110.
of Hishwars, 39.
of Lautl Office, 46, 53.
Common Councils of cities, 31, 420.

Connecticut Tract, 321, 513.

goods, statistics

Duane, Colonel,

acknowledgment of oeeds,

first Colonial, 162.

Dry

Cricket grounds, 423.
Crime of New York City, 421.
Criminal convictions, 35, 36.

See

tf-c.

Fancy Goods manufactory, 455,
Fanning Mill manufactory, 618, 691, 692.
Farms, number of, by counties, 108, 151.
Farrett, James, agent of Earl of Stirling,
633, 635. 637, 639.
Federalist (the) newspaper articles, 276.

Feldspar, 267, 671, 674.
Females, Asylum for, 433, 488.
Female Guardian Society, 433.
Seminaries. See Academies.
Ferries, general act, and list of, 82.
notices of, 200, 245, 249, 271, 272, 275,
276, 277, 356, 367, 420, 428, 450, 509,
546, 555, 563, 570, 580^ 636, 664, 666
699, 700, 704.
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10
Fertilizers, 631.
Feudal privileges, 242.
Fever, 425.
Field notes of Holland Land Co., 322.
File manufactory, 271. 275, 510, 571.
Fillmore, Millard. 203, 206. 283.

New York

Finance Department
Fire

arms

first

York,

297.

known

City, 420.
to Indians in New

Fire Brick manufactory, 26, 468, 563, 567,
699.

Departments. 275. 369. 422. 423, 424.
destnictive, 83, 162, 362, 438, 468, 561,
575, 593, 652, 6S2.
Engine manufactory, 402, 593, 617.
Insurance, 83, 436.
Wardens, 423.
in the woods, 631.
Fish Manures, 631, 632, 638, 639.
preservation of, 124.
Fisher, Col. Frederick, 415.
Fisheries, 18, 46, 124, 232, 247. 357, 359,
427, 520, 544, 550, 632, 634, 636, 637,
641, 701.
Fitch. Dr. Asa. 27.

John,

82, '418.

Towns of Kings co., 366.
Flagg, Azariah C, 137.
Flagging Stone, 26. 197, 204, 205, 223, 267,
Five Dutch

329, 332, 381, 385, 449, 454, 491, 612,
515, 581, 660, 663. 664, 666, 717.
Flax culture, 555, 558, 680, 686.
statistics of lint and seed, by cos., 106.
mills, 368, 558, 569.
Floatin;? battery, 45.
Flour manufactorv. 160, 169, 170,
176, 193, 194, 199, 202, 203,
212, 213, 214, 216, 220, 221,
238, 246, 248, 259, 271, 272,
276, 286, 324, 325, 328, 346,
362, 385, 390, 392, 395, 400,
405, 406, 413, 454, 465, 468,
484, 497, 514, 516, 518, 520,
524, 525, 527, 528, 534, 536,
561, 622, 575, 593, 610, 611,
618, 623, 625. 626, 627, 629,
652, 655, 657, 658, 675, 682,
690, 691, 694, 695, 712, 713,
Flower culture, 548, 549.
Floyd. Col. Richard, 634.

Gen. William, 463, 471,
Fonda. Douw, 415.

172, 173,
205. 211,
222, 226,
273, 274,
352, 357,
401, 402,
481, 4S2,
521, 522,
537, 538,
612, 617,
634, 651,
683, 685,
715.

6-34.

Foote. Stillman, 271.
Forrest. Edwin, 708.
Forfeitures, 48, 314, 316, 342, 347, 348, 540,
641, 602, 698, 700, 702, 704, 708.
Forges, 25, 235, 238, 239, 240, 297, 349, 360,
465, 482, 504, 508, 582, 681, 686,
694.

Fork manufactory, 229, 390, 416, 487,

of
Fort Brewerton, 481, 522.
45.

list

239,
344,
465,
510,
542,
593,
617,
694,

Clinton, 503, 504.
Columbus. 419.

Dayton, 342. 345.

Diamond, 373.
Edward, 298, 682.
Frederick. 297.

Gibson, 419.
Hamilton, 373.
Herkimer, 342, 345.
House, 417.

Hunter, 408, 413.

number

of.

See Acres,

tfc.

Free Masons, 147.
Free Schools, 137, 138, 701, 708.
Freestone, 568, 570.
French cede Canada to Great Britain, 299.
colonization, 353.
colonies, 224.
defeat of, 409.

Tract, 224.
War. See War, French.
Freshets. 167. 162, 165, 302, 329, 558, 613,
644, 682, 683.
Friends, 142, 360.

cemetery, 371.
mission established by, 187, 195.
Frigates on Lake Ontario, 358.
Frisnell's Patent, 50.
Frontiers, 297.
Froutenac, expedition of, 408, 478.
Fort, 619.
464, 481, 497, 512, 546, 569, 570, 609,
661, 662, 688, 689, 696, 703, 706.
Company, North Western, 525.

dressing. 368,
trade, 232.
to, 46, 47.

Furuiices, 109, 195, 198,
226, 228, 235, 238,
273, 282, 289, 291,
36S, 382, 383. 385,
399. 400, 402', 406,

202, 211, 212, 214,
244, 245, 247, 270,
293, 325. 356, 360,
386, 390, 393, 398,
408, 462, 466,471,
484, 608, 514, 515, 522, 538, 577, 657,
682, 690, 691, 692, 693. 695.
Furniture, 109, 286, 291, 362,368, 402, 488,
514, 515, 522, 523, 618.
makers, by counties, 152.

.544,

counties, 109.

explosion, 489.

Gypsum, 26. 110, 197,

203, 320, 326,340, 388,
392, 393, 394, 395, 398, 406, 458, 469,
473, 480, 481, 482, 484, 485, 491, 497,
613, 614, 617, 688, 690.

Haile, Gen., 577.
Haldeman, Gen., 300.
Half-Moon Patent, 585.
Point, 693.

Orphan Asylum, N. Y.,

433.

Hall, James, Paleontologist and Geologist
of the Fourth District, 24.
Hall, N. K., 283.
Hall of Records N. Y., 423, 437.
Halls of Justice N. Y., 426, 437.
Hanie manufactorv, 229.
Hamilton, Alexander, 125, 276.
College Telescope, 392.
Hammer manufactory, 228.
D., 137.

Buffalo, 284.
546,

563, 693.

Slongo, 638.
Stauwi.x, 1G6, 461, 467.
Sullivan. 219.

springs. 26. 186, 203, 208, 213, 214, 236,
267, 310, 325, 385, 386, 456, 462, 491,
499, 555, 569, 592, 607, 615, 691. 720.
Gate rights, so called, 550.
Gauntli't, running of the, 452.

Tompkins, 565.
Wood. 419.
William Henry,

Gavlord. Willis. 486.
Geddes. James, 58, 59, 479, 483.
George, 63, 474, 482.

298, 672.

number by

See Flour manufactoi-y.
Grocers, number by counties, 152.
Guano manufactory, 637, 639.
Gun manufactory, 246, 286, 699.
barrel manufactory, 655.

encroachment N.

711.

Gaslight manufactory, 80, 317, 368, 424,

706.

Gristmills,

Hampton, Gen. Wade, 2.34, 310.
Harbor at Black Rock, 288.

Orange, 156.
505.

Griffin, first vessel on upper lakes, 462, 455.
Grindstone manufiictoiy, 168, 223, 471.

Hammond, Jabez

Plain, 410, 414.
Porter, 2S6.
Putnam, 504, 505.

Schuyler, 345, 410, 461, 467, 469. 586,

101, 497, 628, 699.

304, 337, 338, 340, 540, 670, 671^ 685.
Grass Seed, Sullivan co., 641.
Great Nine Partners' Tract, 269, 277.
Green, Col., 708.

Guthrie, Dr. Samuel, 359.
Gutta Percha Belting manufactory, 549.
Guy Park, 412.

Fruit culture, 198, 205, 327, 395, 402, 456,

Fulton, Robert, 83.
Funds, lands belonging

Grand Island

Gunpowder

547. 548, 549, 668, 671, 696, 706,
Garden Seeds, 214, 243, 686.
Gardner, Lyon, 635, 638.
Garlock, John Christian, 409.
Garnets 407.

Richmond,

destroyed, 264.
excellence of the several counties in

Graphite, 26, 267. 297, 300, 301, 302, 303,

Gardening, 101, 365, 398, 399, 501,

Niagara, 452.

263, 690.

Grape culture,

Miller, 591.
18, 45, 237, 503, 504, 505.

Gore Tracts, 224,

Gospel and School Lands, 47, 135, 250, 57
Governor, powers, qualifications, &c., 31
Governors Island, forts on, 419.
Purchase. See Chenango.
Grain, amount b}' towns. See Acres, &i
cradle manufactory, 484, 510.

Protestants, 371, 546.
settlements, 264, 301, 363, 375, 376,
377, 378, 454, 477, 478, 546.
surrender. 574.
traces of. 457, 477, 482.

Gardeau Tract,

Montgomery,

Gilliland, AVilliam, 299, 300, 301, 305.
Ginseng trade, 415, 469.
Glass manufactory, 164, 240, 291, 355, 368,
462, 470, 517, 521, 549, 558, 589, 641,
644. 668. 691.
Glebes, 344, 566, 571, 607, 699.
Glen's Purchase, 341, 343, 346, 346, 585.
Glove and Mitten manufactory, 286. 311,
314, 317, 318.
Glue manufactory, 286, 368, 398.
Goat Island, 455.
Gold Beating, 286.
Gold Pen manufactory, 368.
Gold and Silver Refining, 368-

posts, 298.

LjTnan, 298, 671, 672.

373, 699.

of, 18.

Gibbs, the pirate, 419.

missions, 477, 580.

Levi. 574.

La Fayette,

Gei-man Flats, 342, 344, 410.

trade, Buffalo, 285.
Tract, 290.
Granger, Gideon, 495.

Gage's Patent, 50.
Game, protection of, 30.
Gananoqui, expedition against, 354.
Gansevoort, Col. Peter, 401, 478, 614.

Jay, 419.

Geological survey, 24.
Hall, 27, 160.
George III, statue of, 423, 438.

101.

fortifications, 297, 519.

grants on Lake Champlain, 233, 298.

Independence, 699.

Johnson, 315, 412.

Tariff, 322.

Genet, Edmund C, 555.
Geographical and Statistical Society, 438.

Methodists. 141.

240,
356,
466,
515,
549,
604,

Freeholders,

Court, 635, 640.

Genesee Falls Portage, 386, 710.

Ghent, treaty

244, 246, 248, 272, 277, 286,
367, 391, 400, 401, 405,454,
470, 484, 487, 488, 506, 509,
521, 525, 533, 534, 535, 536,
556, 557,558, 569, 570, 591,
605, 606, 607, 610, 611, 615,
618, 622, 625, 627, 647, 656, 657,
702, 705, 707, 708, 715.
Fountains, 362, 423.
Fowling, 544, 634.
Fox, George, 546.
Hall Manor, 49, 662, 663.
Franciscan College, 188.
Franklin Institute, Syracuse, 489.
Frauds, 308, 311, 362.
Free Academy, New I'ork, 429, 430.

Fur

Fortifications, general notice of, 45.

General Assembly, 698.
206,
277,
327,
408,
417,
469,
542,
596,
664,

Founderies, 160, 189, 193,201, 206, 227, 237,

535,

536. .575, 617.
Forman, Joshua, 58.

tabular

Forts, Canadian, 45.
notices of, 45,156.157, 162. 163, 166,
219, 220, 221, -231, 264,'274, 275,
286, 297, 298, 299, 301, 304, 305,
342, 344, 353, 356, 358, 373, 393,
409, 110, 412, 413, 414,415, 416,
419, 437, 452. 453, 460, 461, 467,
478, 499, 503, 504, 505, 519, 525,
546, 551, 559, 564, 565, 569, 574,
598, 599, 601, 602, 604, 605, 634,
673, 679, 681, 682, 700, 707.
Forty Thousand Acre Tract, 321.

Y., 46, 418.

Hill, Roslyn, 550.
masters, 116.

New York, 418.
Harbors on the lakes,

22.

Hardenburgh Patent, 258, 331, 600, 663.
Hardware m.anufactory, 216, 286, 471, 488.
Harlem Canal. 418.
Harness manufactory, by counties, 109.
Harper Patent. 60, 224.
Harper, Col.. 316, 410, 624.
Robert, 225.
Harpersfield burned, 410.
Harrisoff. Charles, 349.

Harrison's Patent, 50.
Hartford Convention. 18, 180.

Uartiuau, John A., 345.
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Ilaitwiek Pateot, 533.
lliistuclevei's Pateut, 341, 345, 348.
liat Manufactory, 100, 198, 1*47, 286, 36S,
510, 707.

by counties, 109.
Hawley, Ci ideon, 137, 605.
Jedse, 58.
101, 103, 241, 331, 332, 547, 554, 665.
product by counties, 104.

Hay,

Head Quarters of Wastiingtou, Newburgh,
509.

Health Commissioner, 428.
Olfict'r,

116, 42S.

Public, 116, 427, 428.

Heathcote, Caleb, 701, 702, 703.
Height of mountains, table of, 19.
lakes and rivers, 20, 22.

Hendrick, King, 298, 343, 671.
Hennepin, Father, 452, 455.
Henry Clay steamer burned, 70S.
Herkimer, Gen. N., 264, 343, 345, 409, 410,
461, 538.

Bridge, 424, 707.
Falls on Black River, 379.
Highlanders, Scotch, 316.
Highlands of the Hudson, 501, 542.

High
High

592.

Historical Society N. Y., 435.

Hoe manufactory,

200, 229, 390, 537, 657,
571, 575. 590.
Hoffman, aged 118, 269.
Holland Land Co., 52, 169, 187, 210, 280,
288, 321, 322, 452, 468, 515, 516.
agent of, 322, 390.
CO. buildings erected by, 320.
of members, 321.

Patent, 467.

Purchase, 280, 468, 513.
Holley, Myron, 59.
iome Association. 488.
Home Missions, 146.

Homeopathic Medical Societies, 149.
Homestead exemption, 4S.
Honey, product by counties, 100.
Hoosick Patent, 556.
lul, 223, 230, 340, 388, 412,
414, 458, 530, 537, 600, 603, 606, 607

races, colonial, 546.

of,

83.

by Sullivan, 221.
by counties,

107.
Horticultural Society, Brooklyn, 370.
Hosiery manufactory, 166, 561, 617.
statistics of,

Hospitals, 120, 161, 287, 356, 365, 368, 370,
404, 419, 420, 425, 426, 427, 432, 505,
524, 555, 561, 565, 702.
433, 434.
of Kefuge, 42, 404, 420, 425.
Lord, death of, 298.

House of Industry,

Huddlestone executed as a spy, 276.
Hudson, Hendrick, 156, 4.37, 5.59, 564.
settlements, 269, 503, 564, 661,

663, 665, 703.
Hunter Lodges, 354.
Koad, 642.
grounds, 232, 636.
Huntersfield Patent, 607.
Hurley Patent, 603.

Hutchinson, Mrs. Anne, 704, 705.
Hypersthene rock, 296, 346.
Ice, 162, 180, 365, 419, 484, 569, 663, 703.
Idiotic, statistics of, by counties, 150.
Asylum for the, 483, 488.
Illiterate, statistics of, by counties, 150.

Immigration, general

Impeachment,

statistics of, 122.

33.

Imports, Canadian, 118.
total, since 1700, 112, 114.

Inclined planes on rail roads, 67.
Independence, Declaration of, 244, 697.
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 149.
India Itubber manufiictory, 419. 646, 708.

Indian antiquities,
202,
293,
412,
499,
605,

l.SO, 181, 188,
206, 220, 253, 260,
355, 358, 359, 360,
453, 458, 482, 493,
510, .534, 551, 559,

194, 200,
264, 283,
361, 393,
494, 498,
5S8, 593,
616, 643, 644, 679, 7u4, 705.

203,
327,
414,
513,

458, 405, 473, 476, 483, 493, 495, 498,
499, 557, 559, 574, 580, 601, 632, 633,
637, 638, 655, 678.
statistics, 151.
trade. 157. 162, 415, 452, 485, 682.
tradition of, 458, 477, 482, 493.
tribes on Long Island, 632, 634
Indians at Moutauk, 635.
Industrial schools, 161, 370, 404.
Inebriate Asylum, 180.
Infirmaries, 370.
Ink manufactory, 593.

Inland Steam Isav. Companies,

list of, 82.

Inman's Triangle, 375.
Inn Keepers, by counties, 152.
Insane, statistics of, by counties, 150.

Johnson, Sir William, 298, 315, 317, 318,
343, 348, 409, 412, 462, 612, 592, 671,
672.
of, 315, 348.

Indian children
Johnston, Bill, 300.

Joncaire.
French adventurer, 452.
,
Jones, Samuel, charity fund, 549, 550.
Judicial Department, 33, 428.
districts, 34.

Julia, encounter of the schooner, 574.
Junction Canal Company, 218.
Jurisdiction, 18, 33, 34, 418.
Justices' courts, 34.
Juvenile delinquents, 42, 420.
Asylum, 433.

Kakiate Patent, 568.

Kane

brothers, 412, 469.

Kaolin, 301, 675, 567.
Kast's Patent, 341, 348.

Kayaderosseras Patent, 586, 587.
Kidd, William, the pirate, 570.

Kinderhook Patent, 247.
Kingsborough Patent, 317, 318.
Kingsbury Pateut, 685.
King's College. See Columbia College.
Kuig's District, 241, 243.
King's Ferry, 569, 699.
King's Garden. 356.
Kirkland. Kev. Samuel, 461, 464, 485, 499

Kirkwood. James

P., 369.

Klock's Field, battle

Knapp, Uzal.

of,

410, 417.

509.

Knitting mills, 166, 558, 690.
Kortrlght Patent, 262.
Kosciusko, Thaddeus, 504, 586.

See Lunatic Asylum.
Insects in grain, 320.
Inspection of steamboats, 115.
of vessels, 428.

Laboratories, 24S, 368, 419, 464, 505, 549.
Laborers, number by counties, 152.
La Cole surprised, 234.
La Fayette, Marquis de, 27, 410, 467.
La Hontan, Baron. 288, 404.

Inspector, City, 427.

Lakes, general sketch

Insurance companies, 81, 83, 436.

Lake George Steamboat Companies, 82.
Lake ridges, 351, 355, 301, 395, 449, 453,

200, 262, 264, 280, 288, 290, 297, 299,
308, 310, 311, 312, 316, 331. 334, 342,
344, 345, 346, 347, 349, 354, 355, 356,
358, 359, 365, 372, 404, 408, 410, 411,
412, 413, 414, 415, 410, 417, 452, 460,
461, 467, 477, 478, 503, 504, 513, 519,
525, 531, 554, 550, 504, 569, 574, 578,
579, 580, 587, 596, 597, 599, 602, 604,
607, 608, 624, 633, 634, 639, 642, 643,
661, 662, 671, 679, 681, 682, 694.
Iron bridge, 407.
manutactory, 41, 110, 166, 220, 232, 235,
236, 2:38, 241, 243, 245, 246, 261, 270,
271, 273, 275, 276, 286, 296, 297, 300,
301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 310, 349, 352,
360, 361, 362, 363, 395, 419, 462, 464,
471, 501, 508, 510, 521, 533, 535, 549,
561, 573, 575, 577, 579, 580, 582, 617,
652, 666, 668, 681, 699.
ores, 19, 21, 25,
235, 236, 237,
271, 273, 277,
303, 304, 305,

155, 165, 186, 218,
241, 243, 245, 207,
296, 297, 300, 301,
307, 310, 311, 312,
348, 349, 352, 355, 360, 361, 374,
.377, 378, 388, 392, 395, 458, 464,
471, 501, 517, 521, 528, 540, 542,
563, 572, 575, 577, 581, 582, 589,
670, 674, 675, 680, 692, 693, 695,
Iron sand, 297, 340, 349, 374.
Ives, L. S., 380.
Ivory Black manufactory, 36S, 563.

232,
270,
§02,
337,
376,
470,
543,
600,
717.

Jail limits, .Tefiferson co., 352.
Jails.
See County Buildinys.

Japanned Cloth manufactory,

Ware manufactory,

368.

286.

Jay Ore Bed,

581.
Treaty. 519.

Jemison, Mary, the white woman. 711, 712.
Jersey City, relations with New York, 429.
Jerseyfield Patent. 341, 347, 348.
Jervis, John B., 423.
Jesuit missions, 408, 415, 477, 519.
Jews, attempt to collect, 290.
Jogues, Father, 435, 477.

Johnson Hall, 316, 318, 409.
Guy, 315, 341, 346, 409, 412.
John, 300, 315, 316, 409, 410, 413,
415, 602, 605.

Sir

of, 20.

512, 514, 524, 688, 693.

Invasions, hostile, ISO, 209, 232, 234, 236,

Hops, product by counties, 1U».
Horse mill, 373.

Huguenot

settlements, 180, 187, 210, 274, 287,
308, 322, 382, 389, 393, 408, 415, 452,

obsolete, hst, 85 to 89.
rates lowered by Croton, 434.
Intermittuii sprinij, 310.

Hop cultme,

killed

2&t,
346,
414,
503,
531, 533, 535, 564, 596, 597, 602, 604,
607, 608, 642, 661, 662,, 064 668, 679,
705, 708.
Indian Purchases, 46, 48, ISO, 187, 224,
233, 242, 24;5, 258, 261, 270, 322, 332,
389, 394, 398, 437, 478, 499, 545, 551,
596, 634, 635, 638, 639, 698, 700, 701,
703, 705, 707, 70S.
reservations. 48, 53, 187, 280, 308, 309,

statistics of, 469.

names

Kake manufiictory, 716.
Shoe manufactory, 235, 300.
Horses, association for improving breed

invasions, 165, ISO, 210, 260, 262,
297, 331. 334, 342, 343, 344, 345,
347, 349; 372, 408, 410, 411, 412,
415, 416, 417, 461, 467, 477,493,

311, 322, 324, 327, 353, 382, 384, 38.5,
389, 393, 452, 462, 469, 478, 483, 485,
680.
Pass, 303.

Hellgate, 548, 549.
Henderson's Patent, 341, 348.

High Kock Spring, Saratoga,
Highways, 39.

Indian disguise worn by anti-reuters, 256.
hung for murder, 198.

11

Lallemant, Father, 477, 479.
Lamp and Lantern manulactory, 368.
Lampblack manufactory, 593.
Lancasterian schools, 125, 160, 246, 560,
599, 657.

Land

Office, 322, 323.

Commissioners of, 46, 494.
attacked by a mob, 210, 322.

Land

patents, list of, 49.
Landslides, 303, 413, 560.

Land, State, how sold, 46.
tenure and title of, 46
under water, 46, 418, 419.
Lansing's Patent, 341, 343, 348.
Lantern manufactory, 286.
La Salle, visits Niagara Falls, 452, 466.
Last manufactory, 286, 705.
Lath manufactory, 289.

Law, George,

Law

424, 684.

Department, New York, 427.
Library & Institute, 435.

libraries, 287, 309.

schools, 101, 275.

Laws, 29, 30.
Lawyers, number by counties, 153.
Lay, Amos, 5S0.
Lead ore, 25, 241, 243, 267, 340, 355, 374,
378, 407, 506, 528, 573, 579, 581, 646,
660, 686, 704.

Pipe manufJictory, 362. 657

Leake & Watts Asylum, 433.
Lease, law respecting lands under,
tenure of, 273, 471.
lands under, Delaware
Indian, 402.
Ledyard Canal, 484.

46.

co., 258.

Legislature, 28.
at Kingston, 662.
at Poughkeepsie, 276.
dispersed, 26.
New York City, 420.
Leisler, Jacob, 700, 703.
Le Moyne, Father, 479.
Lery, M. de, 460, 467.
Le Roy's Patent, 003.

Le Roy, Bayard & McEvers, 321,
Lewis, Governor Morgan, 272.
L'Hommedieu, Ezra, 125.
Patent, 341,

.343,

348.

Liancourt, Duke de. 498.
Liberty poles cut down, 344, 438.

468.
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Libraries, 27, 48, 102, 125, 126. 127, 139,
144, 145, 246, 287, 369, 383, 391, 403,
432, 434, 454, 475, 488, 489, 505, 524.
school district, 135, 137.
License question, 147.
Lieutenant Governor, powers and duties
of, 32.

Macomb, General. 2.34.
Macomb's Purchase, 48,

Slilitia, services of, 565.

308, 375, 458, 572,

574, 581.

Magazines, military, 44.

Magdalen Female Benevolent Society, 433.
Maicnetic machine, 297.
Mail routes bj- railroad and steamboat, 123.
early, 469.

Lifeboat manufactory, 367.
stations, 121, 122, 365, 544, 550, 631.
Life leases, 242.

ocean, 124.
Mail service, general statistics, 122, 123.

and health Insurance, 83.
Lighthouses, 120. 216, 271, 280, 284, 297,

Malignant

355, 356, 358, 360, 399, 403, 419,
527. 550, 567, 569, 577, 634, 635,
638, 639, 662, 694, 706.
Lime manufactory, 109, 110, 186, 197,
252, 279, 301, 305, 331, 346, 381,
391, 394, 395, 462, 474, 484, 485,
568, 569, 570, 590, 613, 61.5, 649,
662, 666, 670, 683, 690, 693, 700.
Limestone terrace, 288, 292.
Lincklaen Purchase. 389.
Lincoln, General, 299.
Lindsey's Patent, 341, 343, 531.

524,
636,

250,
383,
512,
654,

Manhattan Companv. 89,
Manor of Fox Hall,' 662.

424.

Wm. GilleUand attempts to found, 305.
Staten Island, 564.
Westchester co., 698, 703, 706, 707.
707.

P.ensselaerwyck. See Rensselaerwyck.
Livingston. See Livingston.
Cortland. See Cortland.
Manors, list of Colonial. 49.

Manual Labor

Line of Property, 257, 462.
Liquorice manufactory, 368.

Schools, 283.
of, 109, 286, 436.
101.
Maple sugar,
Marble, 26, 41, 109, 267, 271, 273, 274, 286,
300, 301, 368, 376. 418, 577, 581, 590,
670, 671, 696,699, 700, 702, 704, 708,
cemeteries, 428,
Marine barracks, 368.
clay, 572. 573, 580.
court. 35, 117, 428.
Family Asylum, 566.
Fund, 117.
Hospital, 117, 120, 368.
railways, 2S6, 368, 525, 581.

Manufactures, statistics

Lispenard's Patent, 341.
Literary associations and societies, 144,
a69, 385, 434, 4S9.

Literature Fund, 46, 125, 126.
lauds, 47.

Lithography. 286.
Little Beard, 384.
Little Nine Partners' Tract, 269, 272, 273.
Livingston Manor, 242. 247.
Patent, 242. 244, 348, 603.
Robert R., 82, S3, 147.
Lloyds Neck Manor, 551.
Loans. State, statistics of, 38.
when lands are sold under, 46, 48.
Lock manufactory, 286.
navigation, 556, 579, 596.
Locks, canal. 451, 454.
Locomotive factory, 598.
Logan, an Indian chief, 200,
Log navigation, 297, 573.
Lougee, a French partisan, 672.

Long Island farms, (New York

city poor,)

549.

Lotbiniere, grants to, 298.
Lotteries. 125, 425, 556.
Louis Philippe, travels in N. Y., 219,
498.
Lovelace, Governor, 564.
Lumber, 110. 160, 165, 166, 168, 170,
173, 176. 183, 186, 188, 189, 190,
194, 195, 211. 214, 215, 218, 220,
232, 235, 236. 238, 248, 257, 280,
263, 264, 265, 286, 290, 293, 296,

307,
338,
375,
470,
526,
584, 588, 589,
620, 623, 624, 625,
644. 645, 647, 648,
665, 667, 668, 671,
692, 693.

Society. 4.34.
Markets, 286, 427, 706.
Marl, 1S6. 218, 241, 250, 252, 267, 273. 274,
279, 292. 318, 320, 3S8, 391, 394, 395,
458, 474, 540, 614, 619, 688, 690, 691,
693, 710.
Marthas Alneyard, 18, 49.
iMartial law, Delaware CO., 410.
Marvin's Patent, 347.

Masons, number by counties, 1.53.
Massachusetts, attempt to settle on the
Hudson, 242.
claims, 242, 494.
lands, 52.

404,

377.

Mayors, 39, 420.
Mayville land office sacked, 322.
Mechanics' Association, 403.
Institute, 435.

Mechanical trades, total mimber of persons engaged in, 153.
Medical Colleges. 126, 287, 343, 430, 498.
Societies, 126, 149, 150, 287, 431.

Lunatic Asylums,

Medicinal extracts, 241, 248.
Meigs, Colonel, 639.
Melodeon manufactory, 285.
Menageries, 706.
Mcnncnites. 141v
[431, 489.
Mercantile Coll. 139, 161, 180, 287, 403,

Lush's Patent, 347.
Lyci'ums, 275, 369, 436.

Merchants, number by counties, 153.
Merchants' Exchange, 436.

Jjying in Asylum, 432.
Lyu js, Elani, 41, 704.

Meteorological observations, 126.
Methodist African Church, 139.
Congregational Church. 140.
Episcopal Church. 141.

590,
626,
649,
675,

31. 42, 200, 247, 365, 396,
398, 419, 425, 426, 432, 468, 495. 518.

McCiea, Jane, 682.

McDonald,

McDouough, Commodore, 234, 239.
Machine shops. 109, 160, 166, 195, 199.
206, 214, 227,
247, 248,
317, 356,
391, 400,
488, 506,
537, 548,
593, 606,
658, 682,
699.

246,
293,
390,
487,
536,
591,
657,
69S,

Librarj', 435.

German Church,

D.. 345.

238, 240,
272, 286, 289,
368, 383, 385,
402, 406, 462,
510, 515, 522,
557, 560, 569,
617, 618, 625,
683, 685, 686, 691,

235,
271,
367,
401,
509,
556,
615,

2.37,

202,
244,
292,
387,
484,
525,
570,
656,
692,

Machinery manufactory,

109, 300, 362, 395,
411, 454, 465, 468. 488, 536, 556, 617,
652, 681, 6S6.
Machinists, number by counties, 153,

Machin's Patent, 48, 341, 347, 413, 468,
603.

McNeil's Patent, 342, 348.
Maoomb, Alexander, 352, 579.

141.
Primitive Church, 142.
Protestant Church, 141.
Reformed, 143.
Wcsleyan. 144.

Metropolitan Police, 366, 420, 564.
Midge, ravages by, 381, 383, 395, 512, 518,
717.

Millinery,

by counties,

110.

Mile Strip, Niagara, 48.
Military Academy, 45, 505.
districts, 43.

organization, 43.
45. 354.
stntions. 419.
Tract, 47. 180, 199, 224, 473, 478, 610,
615, 655, 690. 691.
Militia called out, 259, 259, 437.

Road,

laws, 43, 44.
officers, 43.

Millers, number of, by counties, 15-3.
Milliners, number of, by counties, 153.
Mill Iron manufactory, 297.
Millstone manufactory, 286, 355. 468, 641,
660.
Millyard Tract, 398.
Mineral localities. 26. 267, 296, 352. 361,
302, 374, 378, 407, 540, 563, 572. 573,

576, 577, 579, 582, 584, 600, 604, 606,
675, 698.
springs, 26, 155, 159, 163. 164,165, 168,
170, 173, 175, 178, 186, 188, 195, 213,
221, 229, 241, 244, 248, 257, 267, 279,
282, 301, 302, 305, 312, 320, 324, 325,
332, 343, 345, 347, 349, 355, 356. 357,
359, 360. 361, 36,3, 375.377, 378, 379,
382, 386, 392, 393, 394, 402, 413, 455,
456, 458, 462, 463, 470, 481, 482,484,
488, 491,497, 503, 515, 532, 5.34, 537,
546, 552, 554, 557, 558, 579. 690, 591,
592, 593. 607, 620, 650, 656, 664, 679,
683, 688, 692, 696, 702, 704.
Mines, 25, 570, 660.
Road, 503, 642.

Mining, Blechanical,

& Chemical

Cos., 80.

Minisink, battle of, 503.
massacre, 503.
Patent, 503.
Mint, 122, 509.

Minuet, Peter, 437.
Mirage. 352, 705,
Missions, 139, 142. 146, 187, 195, 273, 274,
308, 370, 393, 404, 431, 434, 477, 519.
JlitcheH'a Cave, 416,
Slobs, 210, 269, 322, 438, 549, 565, 601.

IMohegans, 697, 704.
Mohawk Indians, 408.
River rifts, on, 23.
settlements. See Herkimer

gomery

and Mont-

COS.

Molang, a French Partisan, 686.
Molding mill, 707.

Montauk, 632, 633, 635, 638.
Montcalm, Marquis of, 298, 519,
Montgomery, Richard, 276, 299.

672.

Montreal, expedition against, 408.

48, 180.

Massacre, Indian, 661, 664, 672, 685, 700.
Mastodon, skeleton of, 501, 548.

Matchbox manufactory,

101, 268, 273. 277. 501. 502,
500, 510, 511. 540, 543, 544, 550'. 654,
568.
670, 696.
567,
Miller, David C, 323.
Rev. Wm., 683.

Montour, Captain, 624.
Montour, Catharine, 610.

pre-emption, 18, 48.

Ten Towns,

171,
193,
221,
262,
301,
309, 311, 312,
347, 349, 356,
377, 390. .392,
502, 509, .518,
527, 529, 573,

305,
337,
367,
468,
525,
581,

manufactory, 160, 166, 368, 618, 691.
Manganese, 26, 241, 267, 600, 704.
JIalt

Fordham,

Linen manuf;ictory, 237,559.

302, 303, 304,
314. 316, 317,
357, 360, 363.
.399. 402, 454,
521, 522, 52.3,
575, 576, 580,
591, 593, 018,
P29, 641, 643,
652, 061, 663,
680, 685, 686,

fever, 428.

Malleable iron, 471.

Milk market,

Monument

to Herkimer voted. 343.
to martyrs of prison ships, talked of,
372.
to Paulding, 699.
to Pike and others, disgraceful, 359.
to shipwrecked persons, 547.
to Van W.art, 700.
to Washington, (corner stone,) 423.
to Williams. 298.
to Gen. Worth, 423.
iWoody, Lady Deborah, 372.
Moose River Tract, 342, 349.
Moravian mission, 273, 274.
Morgan, William, 323, 452, 495.
Mormonism, 494, 497, 690, 693.
Morris, Chief Justice, 705.
Gouverneur, 58, 375.
Honorary Creditor Tract, 321.

Lewis, 702.
Reserve. 169, 321, 382, 494.
Robert, 321, 621.
Roger, 640, 541.
title of, 494.

Morse, James 0., 210.
Morse, S. F. B.. 274.
Mosaic code. 640.

Mounds, Indian,

200.

See Indian Anti-

quities.

Mount, murder of, 347.
Mountain Ridge, 395, 512.
systems of the State, 19.

Mowers and Reapers, 405.
Muck, 186, 198, 279, 292, 320,

388, 394, 474,
518, 590, 614, 617, 618, 628, 6S8, 692,
683.

Mules, number by counties, 107.
Muller, Lewis A., 391.
Munro, Major, attack by, 587.
Colonel, 672.
27, 432.

Museum,

Musical Association, 287, 489.

Mutual aid societies, 434.
Mutual Insurance companies,

Myers Mine,

236.

83.
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nianxifactory, 198, 235, 297, 300, 301,
302, 501.

Nantucket formerly in
Narrows, 305, 373, 5G3.
National

Xew

Tliomas, 703.
Paint man'y., 312, 368, 402, 419, 549, 555.
Painted Post, 024.

Hospital, 45, 368.
Lyceum, 309.
stores, 245.

Painters, by counties, 153.
Palatinates, 242, 245, 408, 409. 412, 415, 416,

Navigation, 22, 15G, 272, 279, 296, 297, 418.
companies, 64, 82.
Navy Yard, 368.
Neander, Dr., library of, 403.
Necks of land, 644, 549, 550, 551, 631, 638,
703, 706.

Needle manufactory, 570.

Newburgh, discontent of troops

at, 504.

Patent, 509.
Dorlach Patent, 603.
England Alliance, L. I., 633.
Newgale Prison, so called, 41.
New Petersburgh Tract, 3S9.
Newspaiiers, 157, 169, 178, 187, 198, 209, 21S,

New
New

224, 233, 241, 251, 258, 268, 280, 297,

307,315, 321, 330, 337, 341, 352, 366,
381, 3S9,
492, 502,
504, 568,
620, 632,
689, 697,

396,
513,
573,
642,
711,

407,
518,
585,
650,
718.

439,
530,
595,
655,

451, 459,
540, 545,
602, 610,
C61, 671,

discontinued, New York City, 442.
New York, before Revolutiou, 431.
New York State Agricultural College, 126.

Harbor encroachment, 46, 418.
Library Society, 435.
Society, 101.
system, geological, 24.
Niagara River and Falls, 449, 450, 452, 455.
Nickel, 26.
NicoU's Patent, 637.
Nitschman, bishop David, 274.
Noah, Mordecai M., 290.
Noble, Arthur, 337, 339, 349.
Nobloboro' Patent, 342, 349.

Noble's Patent, 48.

Normal

School, 125, 136, 137, 369, 429.

Northern Inland Lock Nav.

Co., 60.

Notaries public, 35.
Nott, Rev. Eliphalet, 532, 598.
Noxious animals, 30.
Nurseries, 398, 402, 498. 544, 546. 694, 703.
for children, 420, 425, 426, 433, 549.

Oakum

manufactory, 286.

Ocher, 175, 377.
Odeltown, affair at, 234.
OfiBcers, State, county, and town, 40.
Ogden Samuel, purchase by, 321.
Tract, 321.
574.

Ohio Basin, 284.
Oil cask manufactory, 638.
cloth manufactory, 368, 468, 556, 590,

manufactory, 198, 286, 293, 357, 368,
390, 402, 515, 532, 549, 556, 567, 618,
632, 637, 639, 657, 691.
Old Fort, so called, 327.
Military Tract, 235, 237, 240.
Pre-emption Line, 494.
School Baptist Church, 139.
Omnibus routes, New Y'ork City, 429.
Oneida Community, 392.
Indians, friendly, 410, 596.
Reservation, 389.

Kiver Improvement,

228,
286,
362,
466,
538,
5S9,
666,

241,
297,
375,
4S4,
550,
590,
704.

243,
317,
377,
485,
556,
593,

Pardoning power,

244,
330,
384,
487,
557,
605,

247,
334,
385,
504,
558,
600,

277,
352,
407,
527,
584,
610, 634, 657,

248,
345,
390,
510,
561,

274,
346,
402,
516,
570,

31.

Oothoudt's Patent, 48, 468.

Ophthalmic Hospital, 432.
Optical Instrument manufactory,
Ordnance, summary of, 45.
Organ manufactory, 286, 468.
Oriskany, battle

392.

410. 412, 414, 461.
161, 200, 247, 275, 370,
403, 419, 425, 426, 433, 488, 518, 524,
561.
of, 3-12,

Orphan Asylums,

Oswegatchie District, 575.
Overseers of Higliways, 39.

Owasco Lake Improvement,

63.

by counties, 106.

Plank

roads, 39, 80, 159, 179, 235, 236, 258,
284, 311, 321, 354, 459, 515, 518, 596,
601, 642.
Plaster mills. 110, 205, 221, 228, 229, 238,
244, 247, 271, 274, 307, 385, 393, S98,
400, 401, 400, 454, 468, 484, 559, 618,
652, 057, 082, 6}i3.
Plate of Johnson family, 316, 400, 410.
Plattsburgh attacked, 234.
Plow manufactory, 241, 454, 466, 515, 699.
Plums, by counties. 107.
Pocket Book manufactory, 286.
Point an For, 233. 237.
Police Department, 420.
Political societies, 434.
Poor, associations for relief of, 287,370.

county and town, 101, 108, 179, 186,
198, 208,
268,
352,
434,
530,
635,

211, 218,
280, 297,
375, 381,
451, 459,
546, 550,
630, 637,
661, 671, 678,
statistics of, 37, 38.
258,
341,
427,
518,
634,
654,

Superintendents

223,
307,
388,
475,
553,
638,
089,

251,
330,
425,
513,
614,
649,
696, 711, 718.

233,
314,
390,
492,
595,
639,

341,
320,
407,
602,
600,
642,

of, 30, 36.

Popham, Major Wm., 705.
Population, total, by counties,
by towns. See Acres, dx.

150.

comparative, 151.

Pardons, statistics ot] 36.
Parish, David, 580.
Parker, Col., 260.

of cities, 371, 404, 435, 436, 469, 599.
Porcelain manufactory, 367, 308.

Parks, 369, 422, 423.
Parsonage, Queens, 413.

Portages, 22, 23, 460, 466. 519, 628.

Portage Falls, 386, 711, 713.
Porter Road, 642.
Port of New Y'ork, 438.

Passengers, statistics of, 117, 122.
tatchin. Gen., 603.

Patent Leather manufactory, 286, 368.
Patents, Land, 46, 48, 49. 53, 258, 341, 408.
Pathological Society, New Y'ork, 431.
Patriot " War," 235, 354, 357, 360, 452, 574,
575.

Patroon, title of, 159.
Pauldiug, John, 099.
Pauw, Michael, 504.
Peaches, quantity by counties, 107.
Pearling Mill, 593.
Pearl barley, 482, 484.
Pears, quantity by counties, 107.
Peas, statistics by counties, 105.
Peat, 232, 237, 241, 207, 337, 394, 458, 474,
505, 540, 570, 629, 671.
Peg manufactory, 317.
Pelham Manor, 7o3, 704.
Pell, Thomas, 700, 703, 704.

Pemaquoit, 18.
Pendergrast sentenced, 269.
Penet Square, 48, 353, 357. 360.

Portrait gallery, 495.
Portraits in Capitol, 27.
Porta of entry. 111, 216, 399, 438, 638, 694.
I'ort

Wardens,

116.

Postal arrangements, 122, 123.
Post office, 123, 437.

Potash, 415, 518.
Potato culture, 101, 105, 6,39, 682.
Potsdam sandstone quarries, 312.
Potter, Rev. Alonzo, 137, 270.
Potteries, 286, 46S, 691.
Potters' Field, 420, 423, 425. 426, 428.
Pouchot, M., surrender of, 574.
Powder mills, 504, 559.

Premiums

for domestic manufacture, 102.
Presbyterian Church, 141, 142.

United, 139.

Prevost Patent, 333.
Prideaux, Gen., 452.
Primitive Methodists, 142.
Printers' Library, 435.
number by counties, 153.

Printing cloths. 509.
offices

by

countie.s, 110.

Perache's Tract, 48.
Percentage of population, 151.
Perry, Commodore, gifts to, 423.
Personal liabilities of stockholders, 80.

Print manufactory, 272, 563, 565, 570
Prison Association of New York, 42, 426,

Pestilence, 428, 601.
Petrie's Purchase, 342.

Prisons, 41, 200, 238, 425, 426, 427.
Prison ships, 371, 372.

Petroleum springs, 168, 173, 186.
Pharmacy, College of, 431.
Phelps and Gorham Purchase, 321,

382, 398,

494.
Philippe, Louis, 404, 498.

Philipse Patent, 540, 541.
Philosophical Instrument man'y., 286.
Physicians, by counties, 153.

Piano manufactory, 160, 228, 286, 468, 509,
685.

Pickle manufactory, 707.
Picq uet, Francis, 574.
Pictured Rocks, 380.
Pierrepont Estate, 376, 378.
Piers, 156, 280, 284, 356, 367, 419, 422, 524.
Pike, Z. M., monument to, 359.
Pilots, 115, 116.

62.

stone, 458.

statistics

Erastus D., 487
Mine, 236.
Purchase, 585.
Paper Box manufactory, 317.
manutactory, 110, 166, 199, 200, 215,

Philipsburgh Manor, 700, 702, 704, 708.

657, 658.

Oxen,

509, 601, 603, 605, 606, 667.
Palisades, 21, 25.
Palisades, (mUitary,) 372, 373, 437.
Palmer, Edmund, tory spy, 699.

Penitentiaries, 156, 280, 365, 425, 475.
Peppermint, 689.
Oil manufactury, 691.

Oats, statistics ot, 101, 104.
Oblong Tract, 18, 209, 540, 703.
Observatories, 423, 464, 505.
Ocean steamers, 82.
mails, 124.

Ogdensburgh taken,

536, 570, 657.

Paine, John, 242.

Itridgo, 074, 704.

Nautical society, 434.
Navul Depot, 3ti8.

375,
475,
553,
614,
678,

636, 638, 704.

Pago, David P., 137.
PaU manufactory, 286, 297, 301, 385, 482,

societies, 434.

Conip. Emancipation Society, 146.

Natural

Oysters, 46, 544, 549, 550, 663, 567, 632,

18.

York,
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Pine plains, 156, 312, 351, 638.
Pin manufactory, 275.
Pipe clay, 26.
Pistol manufactory, 699.
Pitclier, Lieutenant Governor, 685.
Pitt, statue of, 438.

Hempstead, 544, 547, 548.
Plane manufactory, 286.
Plan of union proposed, 162.
Planing mills, 160, 205, 220. 228, 235, 237,
Plains,

239, 286, 289, 292, 293, 317, 347, 367,
308, 393, 399. 401, 402. 405, 406, 454,
466, 506, 514, 546, 590, 598, 604, 610,
617, 025.

433.

Prisoners sold as slaves, 661.

Privateering on St. Lawrence, 355.
Prize Jighting, Boston Corners, 243.
Protestant Episcopal Church, 142.
Provident and Mutual Aid Societies, 434.
Provincial Congress, 662.
Patent, 684.
Provost, Sir George, 234.
Public health, 427.
Schools, 135.

School Society of New York t30.
Pulteney, Sir William, 321, 384, 404, 621,
622.

Pump manufactory, 286, 368,

400, 405, 463,

598, 617.

Putnam, Gen.

Israel, 298, 371, 450, 504,
540, 541, 672, 682, 685, 686.
Rock, 686.

Puts
Pvroligneous Acid manufactory, 182.
Pyrotcchny, 286.
Quackenboss, John. 685.

Quaker settlement,

366.

Springs, 591.

Quarantine, 18, 31, 116, 117, 419, 427, 42s,
563, 565, 566.

Quarries, 26. 41, 155, 165. 167, 168, 170, 172,
173. 175, 190,
205, 208, 213,
245, 207, 270,
305,312, 314.
341, 343, 346.

197,
218,
282,
331,
349, 359,
385, 393, 395, 400, 407, 411,
191,
214,
271,
318,
347,

192,
215,
279,
320,

201, 204,
22.3, 243.
284, 301,
332, 340,
381, 383,
449, 454,
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Quarries, continued.
458,
483,
52S,
581,
663,
700,

Robinson, r>everlv, 540,

463,
484,
530,
587,
664,
702,

464, 467, 470, 471, 473,
485, 491, 497. 512, 515,
532, 540, 842, 5G6, 572,
590, 613, 615, 617, 660,
666, 688, 692, C93, 696,
704, 705, 708, 713, 714,
Quarter Sales, 157.
Quartz crystals, 340, 343. 649.
Queensborough Patent, 585.
Quitman, General, 277.
Quitrents, 46, 242, 258, 699, 701, 704.
Quogue Purchase, 638.

577,
662,
699,

Rogers. Piatt. 300.
Robert, 298. 674, 685, 701.
Rolling mills. 199, 235, 297, 569, 571, 666,

715.

of, 71,

112, 156, 159, 169, 170,
173, 174, 179, 180, 182, 184, 186,
189, 191, 192, 193, 194, 201, 203,
205, 208, 209, 214, 218, 219, 220,
232, 235, 237, 238, 241, 244, 245,
247, 248, 258, 265, 268, 270, 271,
280, 282, 292, 293, 307, 310, 312,
324, 325, 337, .341, 345, 346, 354,
357, 366, 367, 381, 382, 383, 384,
388, 392, 395, 397, 398, 399, 400,
402, 403, 405, 407, 416, 451, 454,
459, 462, 466, 467, 468, 470, 471,
480, 482, 483, 484, 488, 495, 496,
500, 502, 504, 605, 506, 507, 508,
513, 514, 515, 518, 520, 521, 530,
542, 544, 545, 546, 548, 549, 650,
555, 657, 561, 563, 568, 569, 570,
573, 575, 576, 577, 578, 579, 580,
582, 585, 587, 690, 693, 596, 598,
609, 610, 612, 614, 617, 618, 620,
623, 624, 625, 626, 627, 628, 632,
637, 639, 640, 641, 642, 650, 651,
653, 654, 656, 657, 678, 689, 690,
692, 693, 696, 697, 698, 699, 700,
702, 703, 704, 705, 706, 707, 708,

projects, &c., 76 to 79.
statistics of, 74, 75.
Rake manufactory, 260, 657.
Kandall, Robert Richard. 566.
Randalls Island. 42. 420, 425.

Rangers, 242, 298, .305.
Ra,nk of military officers, 43.
Eapelje, Sarah, 371, 437.
Raspberry culture, 498.

699, 708.

Roman
Roofing

Catholic Church, 143.
slates, 26, 243, 267, 555, 677, 682,

684.
228. 286, 368, 376, 464,
556, 558, 634, 693'.
Rosin Oil manufactory, 368.
Ross and Butler, 416.
Ross, Major. 316.

Rope manufactory,

Rumbout's Patent,

269, 272.

Rural cemeteries, 100, 166, 200, 275, 371,
372. 373, 398, 404, 428, 549, 577, 599,
703, 704.
Eye, where most raised, 101.
statistics of, 104.

Sable Iron Co., 236.
Sackets Harbor, 525.
Sackett, Richard, 270.
Sacondaga Patent, 317.
Saddle & Harness manufactory,

542.

Real, Count. 350.
Reciprocity Treaty, 117. 524.

Record Commissioners, 365.
Recorder, 420, 428.
Records, State, 26.
Jacket, 615.

Reformed Methodists, 143.
Presbyterians, 143.
Protestant Dutch, 143.

by

cos.,

153.

Rideau Canal,

Roads, opening

of, 39.

Robberies, 242.
Riibert, Louis J., grant

to,

298.

Senate, 28.
Districts. 28.

Seneca Indians, 397, 452, 493.
Lock Navigation Company, 62.
River Improvement, 61, 62.
Turnpike, 469.

Ser^^s's Patent, 466, 468.
Seventh D.ay Baptists, 143.
Seward, 'VVilli.am H., 200, 510.
Sewers, New York, 425.
Shad fisheries, 124.

Shawl manufactory,

Leger, Gen., 166, 342, 410, 461, 467, 586.
Regis Indians, 233, 308.
Saleratus manufactory, 401.
St.
St.

Salisbury, Aaron, 290.

Salmon

fisheries, 124, 520.

Salometer, 480.
Salt holes, so called, 488.
manufactory, 110, 198. 203, 399, 405,
479, 483, 487,488, 489, 512, 514, 515,
522. 532, 632, 692, 693.
marshes and meadows, 365, 372. 373,
418, 544, 546, 547, 648, 650, 663; 566,
631, 633, 636, 636, 638, 696, 706.

Springs Lands. 47.
See Brine Springs.
springs.

Sandpaper manufactory, 546.
Sand plain, 584.
Sandstone terrace, 577.
Sandy Creek battle, 525.

Sandv Hook

fort, 565.

light, 419.

Sanger, W. P. S., 368.
Saratoga Patent, 585.
Sargent, Henry G., 59.
Sasii & Blind manufactory, 110, 188, 228,

Peter, 408.
Philip, 316. 410, 691,592.
Scott's Patent, 413, 602, 603.
Screw manufactory, 468.
Scriba, George. 519. 520, 528.
Scriba's Patent, 48, 519, 521.

553.

Reservations, gold and silver mines, 26, 46.
Salt Springs, 478, 479, 480.
See Indian Meservations.
Reservoirs. See Canal Reservoirs.
Resident Physician, 116.

Secret Societies, 147.
Seigniories, French, 233, 298.
Select schools under Regents. 125.
Seminaries, 200, 453. 454, 498, 533, 602, 713.
See also Academies.

Sail manufactory, 286.
Sailors' Snug Harbor, 566.
St. Hilary, Count, 521.
St. Lawrence Canal, 119.

Rifle manufactory, 344, 402.
Riots.
See Mobs.
Rivera, general sketch, 20.

Rensselaerwyck Manor, 155, 156, 157, 165,

clothing, 271.

Seat of Government, 26, 438.
Secretary of State, 32, 125.

Shattuck, Artemas, 714.

See City Schnnh.
Schuyler, Han Yost, 342.
Patent, 269, 342.

Registers of Deeds, 35, 365, 697.
Registration of births, marriages, and
deaths, 427.
Religious societies, 100, 144.
Remsenburgh Patent, 48, 342, 347, 349, 466.

tax upon, 117, 120, 566.
Seamless Bag manufactory, 590, 6S3.

Shannandhoi Patent,

I'.ic-hmoud College, 564.
119.
i;idi;e Road. 512, 693.

Regents of the University, 125, 126, 635.

Hospital, 120, 434.
Retreat, 566.

Safety fund. 89.

Revenues, United States, 111.
Revolution. See War of Revolution.
Revolutionary claims, 419.
lUuimensnyders Bush, attack upon, 346.

Nova Scotian, 235,
237.
for Juvenile Delinquents, 432, 433.
Regalia manufactory, 286.
Refugees, Canadian and

Delaware Co. adopted, 2.57.
Seamen's Friend Society, 146.
employed, 113.

Tree manufactory, 691.
Safe manufactory, 160, 368, 402, 561.

229, 244, 248, 255, 270, 286, 297, 301,
862, 368, 385, 386, 393, 407, 413, 454,
463. 484, 510, 516, 654, 575, 582, 590,
596, 603, 652, 686, 716.
Satinet manufactory, 261, 508.
Savings banks, 99, 100, 166, 436, 640.
Saw manufactery, 286, 506.
Sawmills, by counties, 110.
Saw Set manufactory, 348.
Scale manufactory, 402, 693.
Scarcity of provisions, 264.
Schaghticoke Indians, 559.
Schoharie invaded, 316.
School Commissioners, 38, 135, 137, 139.
Districts, 31, 135, 138.
Fund, 46, 47, 135.
General Article on, 135.
house.s, 138.
Indian. 412, 478.
Lands. 47, 389.
See Acres, tfc.
statistics, 138.
Schools, Common, 38, 135.

Refuge

Sealer of Weights and Measures, 30, 38.
Seal of Broome Co. presented, 178.

Serpentine, 670, 675.
Serpent, tradition of, 493.

wells,"479, 480, 483.
Salvage, ll7.

Ratan manufactory, 546.
Reaches on the Hudson,

Red

617.

Rotunda, N.Y.. 423, 4.37.
Royal Grant, 315, 342, 343, 345, 347,348.
Rubber Toy manufactorv. 272.

employees, by counties, 153.
gauge, 74.
general article on, 66.
172,
187,
204,
224,
246,
276,
321,
356,
385,
401,
455,
475,
498,
510,
540,
552,
571,
581,
600,
622,
636,
652,
691,
701,
711.

Scythe manufactory, 274, 312, 466, 483, 690,

Rock City, so called, 173,
Rocking stones, 701, 705.

Race courses, 548, 549, 550.
Kttfting, 265, 352.
Kail Roads, Canadian, 119.
Commissioners, 69.

notices

542, 699.
192.

432,
517.

Shakers, 143, 166, 243, 248, 384.
585, 587.

508, 598, 618.
Shav, Daniel. 165, 603.
Sheep husbandry, 107, 6.37, 686
Shell, John Christian, 345.
Sheriff murdered, 242.

county, 35.
Shingle manufactory. 110, 286, 290, 291,
292, 293, 301, 338, 454, 470, 523, 526,
527, 575, 580, 590, 611, 625, 667, 694.

Shinnecock Indians, 638.
Ship building, 115, 213, 286, 297, 352, 356,
357, 358, 359, 367, 368, 399, 520, 525,
549, 569, 570, 632, 633, 634, 636, 639,
662, 686.
canal, 284, 690.
Timber Co., 291.
Shipments. Buffalo, 285.

Shoe manufactory, 346, 373, 402, 548, 568,
570, 705.

Shovel manufactory, 705.

Showmen,

706.

Sickness, 681.
Silk manufactory, 275, 286, 391, 566,570,657.
Silliman, Prof., analysis by, 324.
Silurian rocks, 156.
SUver Lake Tract, 711.
mines, so called, 257, 337, 374.
Plating, 286.
traces of, 528.

Ware manufectory,

110, 163, 368, 488,

662.

Simcoes Queen's Rangers, 551.
Skanandoa, Indian chief, 469.
Skene, Philip, 299, 686.
Skinners, 698.
Slack Water Navigation Co., 614.
Slate, 26.

Slate Cos., 267, 270, 273.
Slave rescue, 489.
Slaves, Indians sold as, 661.
Small Pox Hospital, 425.
Smallwood, Col., 701.
Smith, Col., 452.
Gerrit, 393. 524.
Joe, 494, 467.
Peter, lease of, 462.
purchase of, 389, 393.
William, H., 634.
Smuggling. 233. 3.57.
Snell and ZimnK^rman's Tract, 342.
Soap manufactory, 109, 286, 368, 402, 509,
598.
Socialists, 392.
See
Societies, Agricultural, 102.

New

York State Agricultural Society.
Promoting Agricultural Arts
and JIanufactures, 101, 161.
Promoting Useful Arts, 101.
Soda manufactory. 286.
Society for

Solar works, 479, 480.
Solitary confinement, 41.
Sons of Liberty, 423, 438.
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Tool manury, 300, 391, 393, 527, 590, 598.
Topographiail outli:ie of State, 19.
Topping Purchase, 038.

Surrogate, 34.

Sons of Malta, 148.
Spanish Brown, 25.

Spaulding, Solomon, 532.

Survey Fifty, so called, 479.
Surveyor General, 33.
Surveys of Holland Land Co., 322.
Surveys of Lake Champlaiii, 298.

Specie, 113, 122.

Suspension bridges, 235, 362, 412, 453, 455,

relic, 47".

invasion, 478.

payment suspended,

663.

90.

Susquehanna Navigation,

Speculations. 3GG.
Spencer, John C, 137, 323.
Spies, 412.
Spiritual i-appings, 690.
Spoke manulactorv, 277, 590, 667.
Springs, copious, 205, 277, 522, 570, 615.
SpiivtenduvTil Creek. 418.

Squatters, 242, 243, 269, 290, 291, 358, 360,

meeting days, 30.
powers of people

Taconic system, 24. 25.

Townsend Fund, Jamaica,

by counties, 153.
by counties, 110.
Tallmadge, Major, 034, 638, 701.

Townships patented, Delaware county,

Tailors,

Tract societies, 145, 404, 489.

Society, 434.

Act, 438.
Starch manufactory. 232, 237, 238, 240,
286, 297, 307, 346, 468, 618, 521, 525,
550, 581.
Stark, Gen. John, 298, 556.
State Engineer and Surveyor, 33, 54,[68, 69.
Government, 28.
Hall, 27.
26.

Library, 27, 125, 126.
Prisons, 36, 41, 42, 63, 200, 238, 704.
ofiBcers, 41.

reservations for villages, 288, 704.
Roads, 322, 615, 656.
Statue of George HI. and Pitt, 423, 438.

Washington, 423.
Stave manufactory, 238, 262, 286, 290. 292,
363, 487, 514, 522, 526, 618.
82.

Steamboat Companies,
mail routes, 123.
statistics of, 115.

tax 54
Steamboats', 115, 162, 200, 214, 247, 275,
288, 307, 354, 356, 360, 368, 375,
418, 429, 452, 489, 495, 526, 550,
561, 573, 579, 584, 611, 615. -616,
627, 628, 655, 657, 664, 673, 687,
697, 699, 700, 703, 705, 708.

286,
399,
551,
620,
696,

286, 525, 652,

685.

Stedman, William. 452, 455.
Steele, 0. N., murder of, 259.
Steel manufactory, 270, 311, 508, 510, 540,
566, 571, 701.
Sterritt Tract, 321.

Steuben, Baron, 48, 467, 484.
Stevens, Ebenezer, 549.

John C, 418.
Stewart, Alvan, 210.

195, 198, 202,
2-30, 238, 239,
262, 263, 265,
291, 292, 293,
314, 316, 317,
333, 334, 338,
348, 350, 352,
385, 386, 390,
454. 462, 463,
4S3, 4S4, 505,
522, 523, 525,
634, 535, 536,
576, 584, 589,
605, 606, 607,
625, 627, 628,
649, 651, 652,
667, 668, 671,
699.

205, 213, 219,
244, 248, 257,
282, 283, 286,
297, 302, 304,
318, 319, 330,
339, 342, 343,
360, 362,363,
391, 392, 394,
465, 466, 468,
514, 515, 516,
526, 527, 529,
537, 538, 541,
590, 591, 598,
008, 610, 611,
641, 643. 644,
655, 657, 661,
675, 690, 691,

Trading posts, 452, 519, 661.
225, 22S,
259, 260,
2S9, 290,
305, 311,
331, 332,
346. 347,
375, 377,
400, 402,
469, 470,
520, 521,
532, 5-33,
554, 575,
603, 604,
612, 623,
645, 647,
663, 665,
693, 695,

by

*

666.

counties, 153.

Telegraph companies, list of, 81.
Instrument manufactory.

Temperance Society, New York State, 147.
Ten Governors, 425.
Ten Towns on St. Lawrence, 47, 572, 574,
575, 576, 577, 578, 579, 580, 581, 582.
Tenure of lands, 46.
Tertiary clays, 237, 296.
Theater at Bath, 622.
Theller, E. A., 405.

Thermal springs, 26, 241, 247.
Thermometer manufactory, 248.
Thimble manufactory, 636.
Thorburn, Grant, 549.

Tides, 23, 156, 419.
Tile manufactory, 160, 398, 499, 691.
Tillier, Rodolph, 375, 377, 378.
Timber stealing, 309, 311, 360, 580.
Tin manufactory, 368, 546, 618.
Tinsmiths, by counties, 153.

Supervisors, 30, 39, 420.

Tryon County,
Supreme Court, 34.

410.

347, 391, 393.

Trombois Mine, 236.
Trumbull, Col. John,

385.
Trustees of Academies, 126.

school districts, 39
in, 411.
297, 466, 570, 590.

Tunnels, 68.
Turkish present to Com. Perry, 423.
Turner's Purchase, 705.
Turning, by counties, 110.
Turnpikes, 39. 182, 284, 001.
Tuscarora Indians. 410, 452, 596.
Twenty Towns on Chenango, 224

Twine manufactory, 571, 593,
Type manufactory, 160, 286.

697, bo4.

Union

College, 126, 549, 598.
schools, 136, 138, 201, 214, 324,
359, 401, 405, 454, 483, 484, 487,
548, 580, 617, 618, 636, 691, 692,
Unitarians, 143.
United Presbyterians, 139.
United States Courts, 33.
Deposit Fund, 125.
Universal Friend, so called, 718, 719,
721.
Universalists, 143.
See Colleges.
Universities.
Upholstery, 286.
letter
Upton, Paul,
from, 269.

346,
498,
712.

720,

Valuation by towns. See Acres, ax.
Van Alstyne, Eva, 411.
Van Buren, Ex-President, 247.

Van

563, 696, 706.

Tide mills, 371, 544, 546, 640, 696, 701, 705.

135.

Church, 434.

Triphammer manufactory,

Vaccination, 432.

Ticonderoga, 298. 299, 305, 671, 672, 673.
Tidal estuaries, 365, 367, 372, 544, 546, 547,

Patent, 317, 408, 416.
Stone Heap Patent, 413, 603, 605.
Stone heaps, 242, 605.
Stone Ware manufactory, 286, 468.
Stove manufactory, 160, 286, 561, 699.
Strang, Daniel, execution of, 699.
Straw, paper factory, 166.

Superintendent Public Instruction, 125,

Tribunals of Conciliation, 34.
Trinity Cemetery, 428.

Islands, 577.

Thread manufactory, 593, 597.
Threshing machine, 657.

Stone Arabia battle, 316.

Streets, arrangement, New York, 422.
Department, 422.
inspection, 427.
Stuart, Charles B., 368.
Sturgeon fisheries, 124.
Stuy vesant pear tree, 437.
Peter G., 423.
Suburban population, 429.
Sugar Loaf Hill fortified, 299.
Sugar refineries, 419.
Sullivan. General, 219, 221, 371, 382, 410,
478, 493, 531, 536, 564, 602, 609, 614,
617.
Sunday schools, 146.
Superintendent Poor, 36.

Treaties. 18. 180, 224, 257, 290, 299, 344,
382, 461, 478, 479, 661.
Treaty, Keciprocitv, 524.
Trial of Zenger, 431.
Triangular Tract, .321. 326, 398.

county, ravages

Tea destroyed in New York Harbor, 438.
Teamsters, number, by counties, 153.

Thousand

501, 568.

Treasurer, State. 32.

Tufa, 26, 186, 395, 592.

430, 431, 533, 575, 707.

Stirling, Earl of, 18, 550, 633, 635, 639.
Stirling, Lord, 510, 564, 637.
Stock, breeding of, 277.
amount of. See Acres, <£c.
Stockade, 469. See Farts.
Stone and Marble dressing, 153, 368, 663,

Trap rock.

Treasure buried, 316.

Tub manufactory,

Theological seminaries, 127, 200, 391, 403,

StilwelUtes, 140.

Transit Line, 321, 322.
storehouse, 322, 328.

Trj'on, Governor, 26.

Tivpe manufactory, 706.
Tariffs, 111.
Tarleton, Gen., 700.
Tavern sign in verse, 222.
Taxation, 48, 422.
Tax sales, 48.
Teachers' classes, 126, 138.
institutes, 137.
statistics of,

548.

258.

Tanneries, 110, 153, 181, 183, 188, 193, 194,

Stamp

at, 31.

officers, 30, 40.

Purchase, 638.

Tammany

Stalactites, 164, 416, 600, 604, 606, 607.
Staley's Patent, 342, 344.

Steam Engine manufactory,

619.

Swallow, steamer, ^vrecked, 331.
Swcdenborgian Church, 139.
Swift, General John, 690.
Swine, statistics by counties, 107.

Tories. 103. ISO, 345, 346, 398, 602, 607, 636.
Tornado, 310.
Totten & Crossfield's Purchase, 47, 337,
342, 349.
Town Clock maTiufactory, 390.
halls, 239, 700, 707.

shops,

389, 394.
Stage boat, 469.
licensed, 553.
rights, 469.
routes, early, 496.
Stair liuildinir, 110.

House,

15

Tinware manufactory, by counties,

Cortlandt, Jacob, 698.
Stephen, 699.

Vander Donk, 708.
Vander Kemp, John

J.,

322.

Van Driessen's Patent, 342.
Van Home's Patent, 342, 343.
Van Kleek House, 275, 276.
Van Rensselaer, KUlian, 156.
110.

Titanium, 26.
Title, controversy about, 299, 357.
Tobacco and cigar manufactory, 110, 166,
276, 286, 368, 468. 488, 693. 699.

Patent, 603.
Robert, 316, 41G, 417
Stephen, 59, 157, 553.
Van Schaick, Col., 478.

Myndert, 424.

Tobacco culture, 101, 105, 219, 220, 221, 372,

Van Wart, Isaac,

487, 689.
Indian tradition, 482.
Tompkins, Governor, 564, 705.
Tonawanda Swamp, 450.

Varnish manufiictory, 549.
Vaughan, Gen., 664.
Vaughan's Patent, 342, 343, 346, 348.

Tonnage, American, compared with

fo-

reign, 112.
Buffalo, 285.
at different periods, 115, 116.
by counties, 113.
by districts, 112.
coasting, 115.
general article on, 115.
on great lakes, 118.

and enrolled, HI,

Yerd Antique, 303.
Vermont controversy,

18.

militia at Plattsburgh, 234.

negotiations with the enemy, 300.
Sufferers' Tract, 224, 225.
Verplancks Point, 504, 569.

Veto power, 30. 31.
Vice manufactory, 286, 598.

Oswego, 524.
registered

700.

112, 115.

Villages, officers of, 39.
Vineyards, 205, 628, 699.
Vlaie, Sacondaga, 814, 316, 318, 337.
Voters, by counties, 150.
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Vrooman's Land,

Wawayauda

605.

Wire manufactory,

Patent, 503, 506, 568.

Walk-in-the-Water, steamer, 288.

Wax, product by counties, 107.
Wayne, Anthony, 569.
Weavers, number by counties, 153.
Webb, General, the coward, 461, 467,

Walloomsac Patent,

Webster, Ephraim, 479, 485, 489.

Patent, 48, 342, 343, 348, 349, 601.

Wadsworth, James, 137,

382.

556, 686.

Walloons, settlement of, 371, 437.
Walton's Patent, 52, 265, 342, 348.
Tract, 489.
"VN'aiworth,

Wampum,

Keuben

Wards

635.

New

York, 420.

Island, 117, 419, 420, 427.

of 1812-15 noticed, 45, 233, 353, 354,

355, 356, 358, 366, 372, 373,
404, 437, 513, 520, 525, 655,
581, 583, 633, 639, 687, 690,
Warren, Sir Peter, 315, 409, 419.
Wars, French, 301, 305, 400, 461,
519, 533, 554, 556, 558, 586,
686.

398, 399,
574, 579,
694.
467, 503,
672, 685,

Indian, 408, 415, 416, 478, 493, 555, 556,
559, 588, 597, 599, 661, 700.

Revolutionary, 164, 180, 233, 242, 244,
299,
437,
533,
551,
635,
662,
707,

331,
438,
535,
554,
636,
663,
708.

334,
461,
537,
586,
637,
664,

366,
467,
538,
587,
638,
668,

371, 415, 416, 531,
503, 504, 508, 519,
545, 548, 549, 550,
601, 604, 624, 633,
639, 642, 643, 646,
698, 699, 701, 702,

College, 564.

Washington
Washington, General George, 273,

371, 467,
503, 504, 509, 536, 570, 699, 700.

inaugurated,

4i58.

Washington monument

proposed, 423.
Water Cures, 180, 204, 220, 344, 385, 470,
497, 498, 658.

Waterlime, 24, 26, 155, 197, 199, 204, 207,
279,
388,
473,
600,
717.

282,
390,
482,
613,

Waterman's

292,
393,
484,
660,

305,
394,
485,
661,

320,
395,
491,
662,

340, 357, 374,
454, 458, 469,
497, 512, 514,
663, 664, 666,

160, 284. 312, 362, 363, 369,
424, 4SS, 509, 548. 501. 697, 706.
Flint. 219, 010, 655.
Watson's Tract, 342, 349, 375.

Watkins &

672.

Woman's
Wooden Ware manufac,

Wells in N.

38. 39, 427.

199, 200, 2u3, 206, 212. 216,
229. 244, 248, 255, 200 261.
270, 272. 283, 289, 291, 292,
332, 343, 344, 346, 356, 362,
390, 391, 392, 393, 394, 400,
406, 407, 411, 412, 413, 416,
466, 468, 471, 485, 486, 487,
514, 522, 535, 554, 5G1, 569,
597, 610, 611, 617, 618, 636,
658, 662, 663, 668, 681, 682,
695, 703, 704, 713, 715.

Y., 418, 424.

Welsh settlement, 466.
Wesleyan Methodists, 144.
Western House of Kefiige, 42, 404.
Inland Lock Navigation Co., 58,

346,

461, 466, 596.

West India Co., 437.
West Patent, 702, 703.
West Point, 504.
Whalebone manufactory, 546.
Whale fisheries, 124, 247, 632,636, 638, 639.
Whales, drift, 124, 635.
Wharves, New York, 422.

Wheat, statistics of, 101, 104.
Wheelbarrow manufactory, 482,

573, 580, 581, 591,

Woodhull. General N., 371, 634.
Woodworth, Lieutenant Solomon, 345.
Woolen manufactory, 110, 166, 175, 194,

119, 520, 525.

484, 665.

Wheeler, Silas, 629.
Whetstones, 223.
Whip manufactory. 286.
Whitehouse, Rev. Dr., 137.
White Lead manufactory, 286, 368, 663,

Whitiug manufactorv, 368.
Wilbur, Hervey B., 488.
WUkinson, General, expedition

-<

621, 622, 690,

692, 694.
Willis, N. P., 652.

Will of Sir Wm. Johnson, 315.
Windmill, battle of, 575.
Windmills, 635, 636, 637, 640.
Window Shade manufactory, 368.

Wyandauce, Montauk sachem,

633, 634,

638.

massacre, 265, 410.

Yellow

276, 346, 505, 569.

fever, 428.

Yeo, Sir James, 399, 525, 694.
Yorkshire, on Long Island, 365, 544, 545.

Young, Brigham, 495.
John, 326.
59, 1.37, 481.
Slen's Association, 147, 161, 275,
287, 369.
Christian Association, 146.
Christian Union, 147, 287.
Young's Patent, 342.

Samuel,

Young

Zenger, Peter, trial of, 431.
Zinc ores, 26, 704.
Zinzendorf, Count, 274.
Zoological Garden, 423.

\

/

683, 685J

grooving, 168, 178, 186, 198, 208, 218,
223, 2S0, 320, 395,492, 498, 609, 620,
628, 688, 710.
Woolsey, Lieutenant 525.
Wooster, Ebenezer, 258.
Workhouses, 280, 398, 425, 426, 475.
Worth, General, monument to, 423.
Wreckmasters, 117, 544, 631.
Wright, Benjamin, 59, 70, 519.
Silas, 576, 685.

Yarn manufactory,

of, 310, 354,
356, 357, 574.
Jemima, 718, 719, 720, 7'21.
*>
Wilkins Point, 45.
Willet's Patent, 345.
AHUett, Colonel, 316, 411. 461, 607.
AVilliaras College founded, 298.
Williams, David, 603, 700.
Ephraim, 298, 671.

220. 221,
263, 265,
293, 301,
379, 386,
401, 402,
454, 463,
505, 510,
584, 59.3,
651, 655.

Wool

Wyoming

566, 666.

WUUanison, Charles, 384,
Society, 434.

Waterspouts, 352.

Waterworks,

Welland Canal,

308.
Hospital, 432.

bounty frauds,

Well, remarkable, 271.
Wells family murdered, 531.

H., 592.

Wards, date of formation.

War

Weeds, noxious, 39.
Weights and measures,

699, 708.

Wolf, 580, 581.

GAZETTEEE
OF THE

STATE OF
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STATE BOUNDARIES.
The State op New York

is

situated between 40° 29' 40^'

and

45° 0' 42'' N. latitude, and between 71° 51' and 79° 47' 25"
It is bounded on the n. by
longitude w. of Greenwich.
e.

Canada,

the ocean.

by Vermont, Massachusetts, and Connecticut, s. by
Jersey, and Pennsylvania, and w. by Pennsyl-

New

vania and Canada.

The Northern Boundary, commencing in the middle jf Lake
mouth of Niagara River, extends eaotward

Ontario, N. of the
through the lake,

midway between the opposite shores, to its
extremity, thence north-easterly through the St. Lawrence
River to the 45 th parallel of n. latitude, and thence easterly
E.

in a gradually diverging line from the parallel,
upon Lake Champlain 4,200 feet n. of it.

and terminating

The Eastern Boundary extends

s. through Lake Champlain to its s. extremity, thence a short
along Poultney River, and thence in an irregular line, but in a generally southerly
From this
direction, to Lyons Point, at the mouth of Byram River, on Long Island Sound.
point the line extends eastward through the Sound, very near the Connecticut shore, to the e.

distance

s.

e.

extremity of Long Island, including within the limits of the State nearly
Sound.

all

the islands in the

The Southern Boundary extends from the

e. extremity of Long Island along the ocean to the
w. extremity of Staten Island, thence northward through the channel between Staten Island
and New Jersey and through New York Bay and the Hudson to the 41st parallel of n. latitude,
thence north-westerly to a point upon the Delaware at latitude 41° 20' n., thence north-westerly
along Delaware River to latitude 42° n., and thence w. along the 42d parallel to a meridian passing
through the w. extremity of Lake Ontario.
The Western Boundary, commencing upon the 42d parallel, extends n. to the middle of Lake
Erie, thence eastward to the e. extremity of the lake, and thence n. through Niagara River and
to the middle of Lake Ontario.'
s.

The boundary through Lake Ontario is 175 mi.; throushthe
Lawrence, 108 mi. alonq; the Canada frontier, E. of the St.
Lawrence, 62.75 mi.; through Lake Champlain, 105 mi. along
Poultney River, 17.25 mi.; the Tt. line, s. »f that river, 54.06
mi.; the Mass, line, .50.52 mi. the Conn, line, to Lyons Point,
on Long Island Sound. 81.20 mi.; through the Sound, 96 mi.;
along the ocean to the N. J. sliore, loO mi. through the Bay and

Hudson

1

?t.

Kiver, to latitude 41° N., 44 mi.; along the N. J. line,
w. of the Hudson, 48.50 mi.; through Delaware Kiver, 78 mi.;
along the Penn. line, on latftude 42°, 225.50 mi. on the meridian to Lake Erie, 18.75 mi., and upon the meridian in Lake
Erie, 22 mi. through Lake Erie to Buti'alo. 60 mi. ; and through
Niagara Kiver, 34 mi.

;

;

;

;

;

;

!
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The boundaries of the

State have been settled from time to time

by commissioners appointed

In several instances long and
the several governments whose territories are contiguous.
angry controversies have occurred, which have extended through many years and almost led to
The boundaries are all now definitely fixed, except that of Conn., respecting which a
civil war.

by

controversy

is

now

pending.^

—

1 Canada
Boundary. By royal proclamation, issued in Oct.
1763, the line of 45° N. was fixed as the boundary between the
provinces of Quebec and New York, and this was confirmed in
council, August 12, 1768. The line was surveyed by Valentine
and Collins, October 20, 1774. By the treaty of 1783 the 45th
parallel was recognized as the N. boundary of the State from
Lake Champlain to the St. Lawrence. By the treaty of Ghent
the same line was recognized as the boundary, and provisions

were. made for a re-sui'vey. In 1818-19, Gov. Van Ness and Peter
B. Porter on the part of the U. S., and John Ogilvie on the part
of Great Britain, ran the line with great care; and it was found
that the old line coincided with the parallel only at St. Regis,
and that from that point E. it diverged, until at Lake Champlain it was 4,200 feet too far N. The deepest channel of the
St. Lawrence was not always adopted, as a mutual exchange of
islands was made satisfactory to both parties. Before the N.
line was re-surveyed, in 1818, the U. S. Government had commenced the erection of a fortress at Rouses Point, on Lake
Champlain and this was found to be within the British territory.
By the treaty of August 9, 1842, the old line of Valentine
and Collins was re.stored, and the strip of territory before taken
The comoff again came under the jurisdiction of the U. S.
missioners to run the line under the treaty of 1842 were Albert
Smith on the part of the United States, and J. B. B. Estcourt
on the part of Great Britain.
;

—

"

Vtrnumt Boundary. The territory of Vermont was originally
claimed by both New York and New Hampshire, and conllicting
grants were made by the two governments. Most of the actual
settlers holding title under N. H. resisted the claims of N. Y'.,
and many actual collisions occurred. Jan. 15, 1777, the settlers
declared themselves independent, and laid claim to the territory
w. to the Hudson, N. of Lansingburgh, and along the w. shore
of Lake Champlain. By an act of Congress passed Aug. 20, 1781,
they were required to recede from this claim. A final agreement was entered into between Vt. and N. Y., Oct. 7, 1790, by
which N. Y. surrendered all her claim to jurisdiction to the
present territory of Vt., and Vt. paid $30,000 to certain persons
wlio hnd been deprived of lands granted by N. Y. The boundary
line was run by Robert Yates, Robert R. Livingston, John Laneiag, jr., Gulian C. Verplanck, Simeon De Witt, Egbert Benson,
Richard Sill, and Melancthon Smith on the part of N. Y'., and
Isaac Tichenor, Stephen R. Bradley, Nathaniel Chipman, Elijah
P.aine, Ira Allen, Stephen, Jacob, and Israel Smith on the part
of Vt. The final line was established June 8, 1812.
Massachusetts Boundary. The charter of Massachusetts embraced all the territory l)etween 44° and 48° N. latitude '-throughout the Maine lands from sea to sea." Grants made under this
authority conflicted with those of N. Y., and angry controversies
ensued, which in colonial times often resulted in violence and
bloodshed. On the 18th of May, 1773, an agreement was entered into between John Watts, Wm. Smith, Robert R. Livingston, and Wm. Nicoll, commissioners on the part of N. Y., and
AVni. Brattle, Joseph Hawley, and John Hancock, on that of
Mass.; but the Revolution soon followed, and the line was never
run. Commissioners appointed by both States in 1783 failed
to agree and December 2, 1785, Congress appointed Tliomas
Hutchins, John Ewing, and David Rittenhouse commissioners
to run the line and finally end the controversy. The claims of
Mass. to the lands westward were finally settled at Hartford,
Conn., Dec. 16, 1786, by James Duane, Robert R. Livingston,
Robert Yates, John Haring, Melancthon Smith, and Egliert
Benson, commissioners on the part of N. Y., and .Tohn Lowell,
James Sullivan, Theophilus Parsons, and Rufus King, on the
part of Mass. By this agreement Mass. surrendered the sovereignty of the whole disputed territory to N. Y'., and received in
return the right of soil and pre-emptive right of Indian purchase w. of a meridian passing through the 82d milestone of the
Penn. line, excepting certain reservations upon Niagara River.
The title to a tract known as " The Boston Ten Towns," lying E.
of this meridian, previously granted by Mass., was also confirmed. Nantucket, Marthas Vineyard, and the adjacent islands,
were purchased from the Earl of Sterling by the Dnke of York,
and civil jurisdiction was exercised over them, under the name
of " Dukes Grunty," by the governors of N. Y., until it was annexed to Mass. by the provincial charter of 1692.
"Pemaquid
and its dependencies," comprising a considerable part of the
coast of Maine, was also bought from the Earl of Sterling, and
" Cortncall
governed by N. Y., as
County," until 1686, when it
was transferred to Mass. Boston Corner, a small arable tract in

—

;

the town of Mount Washington, separated by a rugged mountain
from the convenient jurisdiction of Mass. was surrendered by
that State May 14, 1858, accepted by N. Y. July 21, 1853, and
the transfer was confirmed by Congress, Jan. 3, 1855. Russell
Dorr was appointed on the part of N. Y., and John Z. Goodrich
by Massachusetts, to run and mark the line.
Connecticut Boundary. By the charter of 1662 the territory
of Conn, extended to the " South Sea;" and by patent granted
in 1664 the territory of the Duke of Y'ork was bounded E. by
Connecticut River. Commissioners sent over in 1664 settled
upon a line 20 mi. E. of the Hudson as the boundary, fixing the
starting point on Maniaroneck River. The decision proving
grossly erroneous, the controversy was renewed, and in 1683
another commissioner was appointed to settle the matter. It
was finally agreed to allow Conn, to extend her boundaries w.
along the Sound, and N. Y. to receive a compensation in the N. ;
and the line was definitely established May, 1731. By this agreement a tract called the " Oblong," containing 61,440 acres, along
the N. part of the w. border of Conn., was surrendered to N. Y.
The exact line of Conn, has to the present day been a subject of
controversy, and in 1856 commissioners were appointed by each
State to eftect a settlement, but without success. N. Y. owns all
the islands in the Sound to within a few rods of the Conn, shore.
New Jersey Boundary. The original patent of New Jersey
was bounded n. by a line running directly from a point on the
Delaware, latitude 41° 40', to a point on the Hudson, latitude

—

—

and e. by Hudson River. The N. line was run and marked in
and the E. was claimed by N. Y. as extending only to lowwater mark on the adjacent waters. N. J. claimed " full right
41°,

1774,

and lawful authority to exercise jurisdiction in and over the said
Hudson River and the said main sea," including Staten Island,
and, by an act of Nov. 2, 1806, appointed Aaron Ogden, Wm. S.
Pennington, James Parker, Lewis Condict, and Alexander C.
McWhorter commissioners to settle her claims. The New York
Legislature, on the 3d of AprU, appointed Ezra L'Hommedieu,
Samuel Jones, Egbert Benson, Simeon De Witt, and Joseph C.
Yates to meet the commissioners of N. J. but their interviews
led to no result. The question of jurisdiction was finally settled
in 1833, by an agreement between Benj. F. Butler, Peter A. Gay,
and Henry Seymour on the part of N. Y., and Theodore Frelinghuyseu, James Parker, and Lucius Q. C. Elmer on the part of
N. J. confirmed by N. Y. Feb. 5, by N. J. Feb. 26, and by Congress June 28, 1834. The right of each State to land underwater
and to fisheries extends to the center of the channel. The State
of N. Y'. has sole jurisdiction over all the waters of the bay and
of the river w. of New York City to low-water mark on the
Jersey shore, except to wharves and vessels attached thereto.
This jurisdiction covers the water.s of Kil Van KuU and of
Staten Island Sound to Woodbridge Creek, as for quarantine
purposes. South of this, N. J. has exclusive jurisdiction over
the waters of the Sound and of Raritan Bay westward of a line
from Princes Bay Light to Manhattan Creek, subject to right
of property in lands under water, of wharves, docks, and vessels aground or fastened to any wharf or dock, and the right of
;

;

fishing to the center of the channel.
Civil process in each State may be executed upon the waters
of the river and bay, except on board of vessels aground or attached to wharves in the other State, or unless the person or
property be under arrest or seizure by virtue of authority of
the other State. By the late survey of N. J. the point of departure of the boundary from the Delaware is 41° 20'.
Pennsylvania Boundaries. The original boundary line between New Y'ork and Pennsylvania extended from the N. w.
corner of New Jersey along the center of Delaware River to
42° N. latitude, and thence due w. to Lake Erie. Samuel Holland on the part of N. Y., and David Rittenhouse on the part
of Penn., were appointed commissioners, Nov. 8, 1774, to run
this boundary; but the Revolution soon after commenced, and
nothing was done. In 1785-86 the line was run w. to the 90th
milestone, and the survey was certified Oct. 12, 1786, by James
Clinton and Simeon De Witt, of N, Y., and Andrew Elliott, of
Penn. By authority of the State Legislature, the N. Y. delegates
in Congress, March 1, 1781, released to the General Goveinment
all the lands to which they had claim w. of a meridian extending through the w. extremity of Lake Ontario. The triangular tract so surrendered was sold to Penn. for $151,640, and
secured to that State 30 mi. of lake coast and an excellent
harbor. The line was run by the U. S. Surveyor Geuer;d in

—

1788-89.

TOPOGRAPHY.
—

Surface. Tbis State lies upon that portion of the Appalachian Mountain system whore the
mountains generally assume the character of hills and finally sink to a level of the lowlands that
Burround the great depression filled by Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River. Three distinct
mountain masses or ranges enter the State from the s. and extend across it in a general n. e. direction.
The first or most easterly of these ranges a continuation of the Blue Ridge of Va. enters
the State from N. J. and extends n. e. through Rockland and Orange cos. to the Hudson, appears
on the E. side of that river, and forms the highlands of Putnam and Dutchess cos. A northerly
extension of the same range passes into the Green Mts. of Western Mass. and Yt. This range
culminates in the Ilighlands upon the Hudson. The highest peaks are 1,000 to 1,700 feet alx)ve
The rocks which compose these mountains are principally primitive or igneous, and the
tide.
mountains themselves are rough, rocky, and precipitous, and unfit for cultivation. The deep
gorge formed by the Hudson in passing through this range presents some of the finest scenery in
America, and has often been compared to the celebrated valley of the Rhine.
The second series of mountains enters the State from Penn. and extends n. e. throuaih Sullivan,
Ulster, and Greene cos., terminating and culminating in the Catskill Mts. upon the Hudson.
The highest peaks are 3,000 to 3,800 feet above tide. The Shawangunk Mts., a high and continuous ridge extending between Sullivan and Orange cos. and into the s. part of Ulster, is the
extreme e. range of this series. The Helderbergh and Hellibark Mts. are spurs extending n.
from the main range into Albany and Schoharie cos. This whole mountain system is principally
composed of the rocks of the New York system above the Medina sandstone. The summits are
generally crovraed with old red sandstone and with the conglomerate of the coal measures. The
declivities are steep and rocky; and a large share of the surface is too rough for cultivation.
The
highest peaks overlook the Hudson, and from their summits are obtained some of the finest views
in Eastern New York.
The third series of mountains enters the State from Penn. and extends n. e. through Broome,
Delaware, Otsego, Schoharie, Montgomery, and Herkimer cos. to the Mohawk, appears upon the
N. side of that river, and extends n. e., forming the whole series of highlands that occupy the n. e.
South of the Mohawk
part of the State and generally known as the Adirondack Mountain region.
this mountain system assumes the form of broad, irregular hills, occupying a wide space of country.
It is broken by the deep ravines of the streams, and in many places the hills are steep and nearly

—

—

The valley of the Mohawk breaks the continuity of the range, though the connecprecipitous.
tion is easily traced at Little Falls, The Noses, and other places.
North of the Mohawk the highe. in several distinct ranges, all terminating upon Lake Champlain.
The culminating point of the whole system, and the highest mountain in the State, is Mt. Marcy, 5,467
The rocks of all this region are principally of igneous origin, and the mountains
feet above tide.
are usually wild, rugged, and rocky. A large share of the surface is entirely unfit for cultivation but the region is rich in minerals, and especially in an excellent variety of iron ore.
West

lands extend n.

;

of these ranges, series of hills forming spurs of the AUeganies enter the State from Penn. and
occupy the entire s. half of the w. part of the State. An irregular line extending through the

southerly counties forms the watei'shed that separates the northern and southern drainage and
it the surface gradually declines northward until it finally terminates in the level of Lake
Ontario.^ The portion of the State lying s. of this watershed and occupying the greater part of
;

from
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the two southerly tiers of counties is entirely occupied by these hills. Along the Penn. line they
are usually abrupt and are separated by narrow ravines, but toward the N. their summits become
considerable portion of the highland region is too steep for profitable
broader and less broken.

A

The highest summits in Allegany and Cattaraugus
above tide.
the summits of the watershed the highlands usually descend toward Lake Ontario in

cultivation

and

is

best adapted to grazing.

cos. are 2,000 to 3,000 feet

From

which are the outcrops of the different rocks which underlie the
These terraces are usually smooth, and, although inclined toward the n., the inclination
Between the hills of the s. and the level land
is generally so slight that they appear to be level.
of the N. is a beautiful rolling region, the ridges gradually declining toward the n. In that part
of the State s. of the most eastern mountain range the surface is generally level or broken by low

series of terraces, the edges of

surface.

hills.

In

New York

and Westchester

cos. these hills are principally

composed of primitive rocks.

A

generally level or gently undulating.
ridge 150 to 200 feet high,
composed of sand, gravel, and clay, extends e. and w. across the island n. of the center.
liaises. The river system of the State has two general divisions, the first
Rivers

The

surface of

Long Island

is

—

—

and

comprising the streams tributary to the great lakes and the St. Lawrence, and the second those
which flow in a general southerly direction. The watershed which separates these two systems
extends in an irregular line eastward from Lake Erie through the southern tier of counties to near
thence it turns N. E. to the Adirondack Mts. in Essex co., thence
E. corner of Chemung

the N.

;

the E. extremity of Lake George, and thence nearly due e. to the e. line of the State.^
The northerly division has 5 general subdivisions. The most westerly of these comprises all
the streams flowing into Lake Erie and Niagara River and those flowing into Lake Ontario w. of
Genesee R.iver. In Chautauqua co. the streams are short and rapid, as the watershed approaches
s.

E. to

Cattaraugus,. BuiFalo, Tonawanda, and Oak Orchard Creeks are
the most important streams in this division. Buffalo Creek is chiefly noted for forming Buffalo
Harbor at its mouth; and the Tonawanda for 12 miles from its mouth is used for canal navi-

within a few mi. of Lake Erie.

Oak Orchard and other creeks flowing into Lake Ontario descend from the interior in a
gation.
series of rapids, affording a large amount of water-power.
The second subdivision comprises the Genesee River and its tributaries. The Genesee rlsea
Penn. and flows in a generally northerly direction to Lake Ontario. Its upper
Upon the line of Wyoming and
tlirough a narrow valley bordered by steep, rocky hills.
Livingston cos. it breaks through a mountain barrier in a deep gorge and forms the Portage Falls,

in the n. part of

course

is

—one of the

Below this point the course of the river is through a
wide and bordered by banks 50 to 150 ft. high. At Rochester it flows
over the precipitous edges of the Niagara limestone, forming the Upper Genesee Falls and 3 mi.
below it flows over the edge of the Medina sandstone, forming the Lower Genesee Falls. The
principal tributaries of this stream are Canaseraga, Iloneoye, and Conesus Creeks from the e., and
Oatka and Black Creeks from the w. Iloneoye, Canadice, Hemlock, and Conesus Lakes lie within
finest waterfalls in the State.

beavTtiful valley 1 to 2 mi.

;

the Genesee Basin.

The

third subdivision Includes the

Oswego River and

its tributaries

and the small streams flow-

ing into Lake Ontario between Genesee and Oswego Rivers. The basin of the Oswego includes
most of the inland lakes which form a peculiar feature of the landscape in the interior of the State.
The principal of these lakes are Cayuga, Seneca, Canandaigua, Skaneateles, Crooked, and Owasco,
all occupying long, narrow valleys, and extending from the level land in the center far into the

—

highland region of the s. The valleys which they occupy appear like immense ravines formed by
some tremendous force, v/hicli has torn the solid rocks from their original beds, from the general
level of the

surrounding summits, down to the present bottoms of the lakes.^ Oneida and Onondaga
1

Showing

BETWEEN

the height above tide

TABLE

of the pasnes helween the principal river basins of

the State.
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Lakes occupy basins upon the level land in the n. e. part of the Oswego Basin. Mud Creek, the
most westerly branch of Oswego River, takes its rise in Ontario co., flows n. e. into Wayne, where
it unites with Canandaigua Outlet and takes the name of Clyde River; thence it flows e. to the
w. line of Cayuga co., where it empties into Seneca River. This latter stream, made up of the
outlets of Seneca and Cayuga Lakes, from this point flows in a n. e. course, and receives successand Oneida Lakes. From the mouth of the
ively the outlets of Owasco, Skaneateles, Onondaga,
last-named stream it takes the name Oswego River, and its course is nearly due n. to Lake Ontario.
The fourth subdivision includes the streams flowing into Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence e. of
The principal of these are Salmon, Black, Oswegatchie, Grasse, and
the mouth of the Oswego.
Racket Rivers. These streams mostly take their rise upon the plateau of the great Northern
wilderness, and in their course to the lowlands are frequently interrupted by falls, furnishing an
abundance of water-power. The water is usually very dark, being colored with iron and the
vegetation of swamps.
The fifth subdivision includes all the streams flowing into Lakes George and Champlain. They
The principal streams are the
are mostly mountain torrents, frequently interrupted by cascades.
Chazy, Saranac, and Au Sable Rivers, and Wood Creek. Deep strata of tertiary clay extend along

the shores of Lake Champlain and Wood Creek.
is colored by the iron over which it flows.

The water

of most of the streams in this region

division of the river-system of the State includes the basins of the Allegany,
and Hudson. The Allegany Basin embraces the southerly half of ChauDelaware,
Susquehanna,
tauqua and Cattaraugus cos. and the s. w. corner of Allegany. The Allegany River enters the
State from the s. in the s. e. corner of Cattaraugus co., flows in nearly a semicircle, with its outward curve toward the N., and flows out of the State in the s. w. part of the same co. It receives

The second general

These streams mostly flow in deep ravines bordered by
this basin and Lake Erie approaches within a few
miles of the lake, and is elevated 800 to 1,000 feet above it.
The Susquehanna Basin occupies about one-third of the s. border of the State. The river takes
its rise in Otsego Lake, and, flowing s. w. to the Penn. line, receives Charlotte River from the s.
and the Unadilla from the n. After a course of a few miles in Penn. it again enters the State, and
flows in a general westerly direction to near the w. border of Tioga co., whence it turns s. and
several tributaries from
steep, rocky hillsides.

tlie

n.

and

E.

The watershed between

River enters
again enters Penn. Its principal tributary from the n. is Chenango River. Tioga
the State from Penn. near the e. border of Steuben co., flows n., receives the Canisteo from the w.
and the Conhocton from the n. From the mouth of the latter the stream takes the name Chemung
River, and flows in a s. e. direction, into the Susquehanna in Penn., a few miles s. of the State
The upper course of these streams is generally through deep ravines bordered by steep
line.
hillsides; but below they are bordered by wide and beautiful intervales.

The Delaware Basin occupies Delaware and Sullivan and portions of several of the adjacent cos.
The N. or principal branch of the river rises in the n. e. part of Delaware co. and flows s. w. to
near the Penn. line; thence it turns s. e. and forms the boundary of the State to the line of N. J.
These streams all flow in deep,
Its principal branches are the Pepacton and Neversink Rivers.
narrow ravines bordered by steep, rocky hills.
The Basin of the Hudson occupies about two-thirds of the E. border of the State, and a large
territory extending into the interior.

The remote sources of the Hudson

peaks of the Adirondacks, more than 4,000 feet above

tide.

Several of the

are

the highest
lakes which form

among

little

Upper Hudson are 2,500 to 3,000 feet above tide. The stream rapidly descends
through the narrow defiles into Warren co., where it receives from the e. the outlet of Schroon
Lake, and Sacondaga River from the w. Below the mouth of the latter the river turns eastward,
and breaks through the barrier of the Luzerne Mts. in a series of rapids and falls. At Fort Edward it again turns s. and flows with a rapid current, frequently interrupted by falls, to Troy,
160 miles from the ocean. At this place the river falls into an estuary, where its current is
About
affected by the tide and from this place to its mouth it is a broad, deep, sluggish stream.

reservoirs of the

;

60 miles from its mouth the Hudson breaks through the rocky barrier of The Highlands, forming the most easterly of the Appalachian Mt. Ranges; and along its lower course it is bordered on
the w. by a nearly perpendicular wall of basaltic rock 300 to 500 feet high, known as "The Pal
Above Troy the Hudson receives Hoosick River from the e. and the Mohawk from the
isades."
w. The former stream rises in Western Mass. and Vt., and the latter near the center of the State.
dissevered edges of the strata exactly correspond, showing tliat
the intermediate portions have been torn away. The force that
effected these immense changes was probably great currents of

—

water from the N., the direction being determined by the character of the boulders upon the hills, and by the peculiar nature
of the drift deposits.

Nl:^Y
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At

Little Falls

ravine

;

and
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and "The Noses" the

at Cohoes, about 1 mile

Mohawk
from

its

breaks through mountain barriers in a deep, rocky
it flows down a
perpendicular precipice of 70

mouth,

forming an excellent water-power. Below Troy the tributaries of the Hudson are all comSouth of the Highlands the river spreads out into a wide expanse known
A few small streams upon the extreme e. border of the State flow eastward
as "Tappan Bay."
into the Housatonic and several small branches of Passaic River rise in the s. part of Rockland co.
Lake Erie forms a portion of the w. boundary of the State, It is 240 miles long, with an average
width of 38 miles, and it lies mostly w. of the bounds of the State. It is 334 feet above Lake OnThe greatest depth ever obtained
tario, 565 feet above tide, and has an average depth of 120 feet.
by soundings is 270 feet. The harbors upon the lake are Buffalo, Silver Creek, Dunkirk, and

feet,

paratively small streams.

;

Barcelona.

Niagara River, forming the outlet of Lake Erie, is 34 miles long, and, on an average, more
than a mile wide.^ About 20 miles below Lake Erie the rapids commence and 2 miles further
below are Niagara Falls.'' For 7 miles below the falls the river has a rapid course between
it emerges from the Highlands and
perpendicular, rocky banks, 200 to 300 feet high but below
;

;

flows 7 miles to

Lake Ontario

in a broad, deep,

and majestic current.

Lake Ontario forms a part of the N. boundary to the w. half of the State. Its greatest length is
130 miles and its greatest width 55 miles. It is 232 feet above tide, and its greatest depth is 600
Its principal harbors on the American shore are LeWiston, Youngston, Port Genesee, Sodus
feet.
and Little Sodus Bays, Oswego, Sackets Harbor, and Cape Vincent. St. Lawrence River forms
the outlet of the lake and the n. boundary of the State to the e. line of St. Lawrence co. It is a
broad, deep river, flowing with a strong yet sluggish current until it passes the limits of this
In the upper part of its course it incloses a great number of small islands, known as
State.
"
" The Thousand Islands."*

—

The surfaces of the great lakes are subject to variations of level, probably due to prevailing
winds, unequal amounts of 'rain, and evaporation. The greatest difference known in Lake Erie ia
The time of these variations is irregular and the interval7 feet, and in Lake Ontario 4| feet.
;

between the extremes often extends through several years. A sudden rise and fall, of several
feet, has been noticed upon Lake Ontario at rare intervals, produced by some unknown cause.

—

IVavig'able Waters. The natural internal navigation of the State is very extensive.
commencement of internal improvements, the rivers and lakes formed the most easy
means of communication between distant portions of the State and along these natural channels
of commerce the early settlements were principally made.* The most important lines of early
Before the

;

1

Of the
.

heights above tide

NAME OF LAKE.

TABLE

of the principal lakcs^in

the State.

TOPOGRAPHY.

23

inland navigation were, first, n. from Albany, through the Hudson to Fort Edward, thence a
portage to Fort Ann, and thence by Wood Creek to Lake Chaniplain and, second, w. from Alljany,
by way of the Mohawk, Wood Creek, Oneida Lake, and Oswego River, to Lake Ontario. Upon the
;

latter route

and

at

were portages at several of the

rifts

of the

Mohawk, from

the

Mohawk

to

Wood

Creek,

Oswego Falls.
Tides. The tides

—

at New York Harbor and along the coast have been carefully observed,
under the direction of the Coast Survey. The tidal wave from the Sound, as it moves forward
in a wedge-shaped channel, becomes augmented, whilst that from Sandy Hook is slightly diminished.
These two waves meet in East River, at points between Hell Gate and Throggs Neck.^
Cranberry and French Creeks were boataWe about 2 mi. from
their motitlis.

Indian Siier and Btact Zkite were navigable from Rossie to the
foot of the lake.
Oiwegatckie River is navigable in high water for rafts from Ox
Bow to Ogdensbiirgh.
Socket River was formerly beatable about IS mi. from its moutli,
but the navigation is now destroyed by dams. In the wilderness near the headwaters of this river are several miles
of slack water navigation.
St. Regis River is navigable for steamboats 2 mi. from its mouth.
Salmon River, navigable to Fort Covington.
St. Lawrence River is navigable for vessels of any size from the
lake to Ogdensburgh. Below that point rafts, arks, and
boats could descend, but could ascend only by towing with
horses and cattle up the principal rifts. Locks and canals
have been constructed around the Rapids by the Canadian
Government, so that the navigation for steamboats, sloops,
and schooners is now uninterrupted from Lake Ontario to
the ocean.
Wood Creek was boatable from Fort Ann to Lake Champlain.
Ijake Gerrrge is navigable for boats and steamers.
Lake Champlain is navigable for all kinds of vessels. Rafts were
formerly sent down to the St. Lawrence but vessels could
not ascend the Richlieu until after the construction of a
canal and locks around the Rapids.
Chazy River is navigable to Champlain Landing.
The navigable waters 8. of the great watershed wore as follows
jiUegan;/ River, in high water, is navigable for small steamers
up to Olean.
Omnewa7igo Creek and several of its tributaries are navigable for
rafts in high water.
Susriuehantia River was navigable for boats, in high water, to
Otsego Lake.
;

:

high water.

Chemung River was

boatable and navigable for rafts in high

water.

Cimhoctnn River was boatable to Bath.
Tioga River aud the Ca7iist^!o were also boatable a considerable
distance.
is navigable for rafts in high water.
Immense
lumber have been floated down the Delaware
and Susquehanna to the markets of Philadelphia and Balti-

Delaware River

quantities of

more.

Hudson River is navigable for ships to Hudson, and by sloops
and steamers to Troy. Boats formerly ascended to Fort Edward, with portages around the Falls.
Rondout and Wappinger Creeks are navigable each about 2 mi.
from their mouths.
Mohawk River was boatable from Schenectady to " Fori Stantvix," now Rome, with several interruptions. The principal
obstructions were the " Six Flats Rift," 6 mi. above Schenectady; "Fort Hunter Rift;" "Caughnawaga Rift," at
" Kneisherns
Canajoharie; "Ehles Rift," near Fort Plain;
' Little
Rift," near the Upper Indian Castle and the
Falls,"
which was a complete bar to upward navigation and required a portage around it.
SaconUaga Rix'er is navigable for small steamers from Iladley
to
Northampton a distance of 20 mi. In and around New
York and Long Island the bays, creeks, and inlets are nearly
;

—

all

navigable in

high tide.
navigable to Riverhe^d.
navigable to Port Chester.
Bronx River is navigable to West Farms, a distance of 3 mi.
Harlem River can be navigated by small craft from ij&st River
to High Bridge.
^
Peconic River

Byram River

is

is
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^

Unadilla River was also boatable for a considerable distance.
Chenango River and several of its tributaries were boatable in

The following table, prepared by A. D. Baclie, Superintendent of the Coast Survey, shows the progress of the tidal, wdve up the
The time is tha^ after the last preceding transit of the moon across the meridian at Sandy Hook. The plane of reference

Hudson.
is

mean low

tide.

1

^Time

after last preceding transit at S. H.
Rise of highest tide above plane of reference.
'
"
Fall of lowest tide below
Fall of mean low water of spring tides below
of
reference
plani.1
Height of mean low water of neap tides
above plane of reference
Mean rise and fall of tides
"
"
"
"
"
spring tides
'

«

Mean

"

"

«

"

neap

tides

duration, reckoning from ("of rise...
the middle of one stand < of fall...
to the middle of the next, (of stand.

GEOLOGY.
Our knowledge of the geology of the State is derived from the STirvey made under State authority
from 1836 to 1843, and from the investigations of several eminent geologists who have examined
particular localities.^

—

Rocks. The geological formations of the State include the igneous or primary rocks, and all
the strata lying between them and the coal measures of Penn. The classification adopted by the
"
State geologists, embracing all the rocks above the primary, is known as the New York system,"
the rocks being analogous to the Silurian and Devonian system of the European geologists. The
and other varieties destitute of organic
igneous or primary rocks, including granite, gneiss,
remains, occupy the greater part of the mountainous region in the n. e. part of the State, the
of the country below, including ManHighlands upon the Hudson, and a considerable portion
Portions of these rocks are imperfectly stratified, and are generally found in
hattan Island.
broken and disrupted masses with the strata highly inclined. The remaining portions of the State
are occupied by series of stratified rocks, generally extending e. and w. and varying in thickness
from a few inches to several hundred feet. The strata overlie each other, and have a slight dip
toward the s., so that a person in traveling from the N. border of the State to the Penn. line would
the whole series. Toward the e. these strata all are
successively pass over the exposed edges of
and appear to be arranged around the primitive region in the same order in which they lie
The highest of the series of rocks found in the State forms the floor of the coal
elsewhere.

bent,

measures

;

so that

it is

within the limits of the State.
perfectly futile to search for coal

The rocks

are distinguished by their color, quality, and situation, and by the fossils which they contain.
In many instances a stratum disappears entirely, and in others strata of several hundred feet in
In places where many strata are
thickness in one place are but a few feet thick in another.
wanting and two rocks usually widely separated are found in contact, the geologist is obliged to
depend entirely upon the fossils which they contain to determine their classification.'^

—

1 In
Vol. II, Analysis and Results
1799, Dr. Samuel L. Mitc}iill, under the auspices of the 1864, Vol. I, Soils and Climate;
Society for Promoting Agriculture, Arts, and Slanufactures," of Experiments; Vols. Ill and IV, Emits; Vol. V, Insects.
Erie
The
Pakontological Department was assigned to T. A. Conrad,
published an essay upon the rocks in the State. While the
Canal was in process of construction, Stephen Tan Rensselaer In 1837. He resigned in 1843, and was succeeded by Prof. Jas.
Hall.
The Report, to consist of 6 vols., is in process of publicarocks
of
the
employed Prof. Amos Eaton to prepare an account
along the canal route. This was published in 1824. Prof. Eaton's tion. Two vols, are already issued and the third is in press.
A
for
the
him
we
are
indebted
and
to
work was one of great merit
geological map, accompanying the Reports, is issued with
first accurate knowledge ever obtained of the general system of this work.
2 The
rocks in the State.
following is the classification of the New Y^ork system,
On the 15th of April, 1836, an act was passed authorizing a with the position which the different strata occupy in the cla.s»iof English geologists. The order of the arrangen'ent
four
flcation
into
was
divided
of
State.
The
State
the
geological survey
districts, to each of which were appointed a geologist and an is from below upward
Primitive or Igneous Rocks.
assistant. A zoologist, botanist, mineralogist, and paleontologist

"

;

;

:

Taconic System.
Potsdam Sandstone.
Calciferous Sandstone.
Chazy Limestone.
Birdseye Limestone.
Black Ri%'er Limestone.
Trenton Limestone.
Utica Slate.
Hudson River Group, Lorraine Shales.
Oneida Conglomerate, Shawangunk Grit.
Medina Sandstone.
Clinton Group.
Niagara Group, Coraline Limestone in the east.

were appointed

for the whole State.
The First District included the counties of Albany, Columbia,
Delaware, Dutchess, Greene, Kings, New York, Orange. Putnam,
Queens, Rensselaer, Richmond, Rockland. Saratoga, Schenectady,

Schoharie, Suffolk, Sullivan, Ulster, Washington, and Westchester. Wm. W. Mather was appointed Principal Geologist,
J. Lang Cassels. and
Seymour, Assistants.
The Report, in 1 vol. 4to, was published in 1843.
The Second Districts consisting of the counties of Clinton, EsSfX, Franklin, Jefferson, St. La^vrence, and Warren, was placed
under the charge of Dr. Ebenezer Emmons, Principal, and Jas.
Hall and E. Emmons, jr., Assistants. The Report, in 1 vol., was
published in 1842.
The Third District, consisting of the counties of Broome,
Cayuga, Chenango, Cortland, Fulton, Herkimer, Lewis, Madison,
Montgomery, Oneida, Onondaga, Oswego, Otsego, Tioga, and the
E. half of Tompkins, was placed under charge of Lardner Van
Uxem, Principal, and Jas. Eights and E. S. Can, Assistants. The
Report, in 1 vol., was published in 1842.
The Fourth District, consisting of the counties of Allegany,

and Caleb Briggs,

Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Chemung, Erie, Genesee, Livingston,
Monroe, Is iagara, Ontario, Orleans, Seneca, Steuben, the w. half
of Tompkins, Wayne, Wyoming, and Yates, was assigned to Jas.
Hall, Principal, and J. W. Boyd and E. N. Horsford, Assistants.
The Report was published in 1 vol. in 1843.
The Mineralogical Department was assigned to Dr. Lewis C.
Beck, Principal, and Wm. Horton and L. D. Gale, Assistants.
The Report, in 1 vol., was published in 1842.
The Zoological Department was assigned to Dr. Jas. E. De Kay,
Principal, and .John W. Hill, Draftsman. The Report, in 5 vols.,
^&8 published in 1842^3
Vol. I, Mammalia, with General Introduction by Gov. Seward Vol. II, Ornithology Vols. Ill and
and
Fishes
Vol.
IV, Reptiles
V, Mollusca and Crustacea.
The Botanical Department was assigned to Dr. John Torry.
The Report, in 2 vols., was published in 1843.
Ths Agricultural Department was assigned to Dr. Ebenezer
Emmons. The Report, in 5 vols., was published from 1846 to
24
:

—
;

;

;

—

'.5

Onondaga

Shales.
("Red
Salt Group.-c Green Shales.

(Gypsum.
Waterlime Group.
Pentamcrus Limestone.

o

Delthyris Shaly Limestone.

Upper Pentamerus Limestone.
Oriskany Sandstone.

Cauda

Galli Grit.

Schoharie Grit.
Onondag.a Limestone.
Corniferous Limestone.
Marcellus Shales.
("Ludlowville Shales.

Hamilton Group. < Encrinal Limestone.

(Moscow

Shales.

Tully Limestone.
Genesee Slate.
rCo.shaqua Shales.
Portage Group.-; Gardeau Flag Stones.
(Portage Sandstone.
Chemung Group.
Old Red Sandstone.
Conglomerate of the Coal Measures.
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composed principally of Old Red Sandstone and the tops of some of the
are
with the conglomerate of the coal measures. Now lied Sandstone is
covered
higher peaks
found in a few localities along the Hudson, below the Highlands. Trap, a rock of volcanic origin,
forms tlie Palisades upon the Hudson ; and trap dikes are common in the primitive region of

The

Catskill Mts. are

;

Tertiary clay, in deep strata, extends along the valleys of Lake Champlain and St. Lawrence River. Drift, including loose deposits of boulders, gravel, sand, and clay, is found in most
rocks beneath to the depth of several hundred
parts of the State, in some places covering the

the N.

of this drift, the peculiar forms which it has assumed, and the position which
of some great general moving power which existed after the stratified
evidence
give
occupies,
rocks Avere lifted from their original beds, and ages before the present order of things was

The character

feet.

all

it

instituted.

Within more recent periods, considerable changes have been wrought by the action of present
streams of water and the wasting agencies of the atmosphere and frost. From these are derived
marl, alluvium, and the greater part of the soils. The thickness of the rock strata is generally
determined by its outcrop along the ravines of the streams, and by Artesian wells, which have
been sunk to a great depth in different parts of the State.^
Metallic Minerals. The principal metals in the State are iron and lead, the former
only of which is found in sufficient quantity and purity to render its manufacture profitable. Iron

—

ore

is

found in three distinct varieties,

viz.,

magnetic oxide or magnetite, specular oxide or red

Magnetic ore is widely diffused throughout the
found in beds between the rock strata, parallel to the mountain
blended with the rock. The beds in many places are immense in

hematite, and hydrous peroxide or limonite.
It is usually

primitive region.

and sometimes it is
and the ore is 75 to 95 per cent, pure
between the igneous and sedimentary rocks.

ranges

;

extent,

iron."''

Specular iron ore
found in

It is principally

is

St.

found in narrow beds

Lawrence and

Jeffer-

A

variety of this ore, known as argillaceous iron ore or clay ironstone, is associated
with the lower strata of the Clinton group, extending from Herkimer to Monroe co. It is

son COS.*

found in beds 2J feet thick and about 20 feet apart, and its general form is that of flattened grains.
Limonite is found also associated with the igneous rocks and in various other localities. It is
usually in the form of shot or bog ore, or yellow ocher. It is wrought to a considerable extent

Richmond, Orange, Putnam, Dutchess, Columbia, Washington, Franklin, St. Lawrence,
and Lewis cos. Bog ore is probably found, to a greater or less extent, in every co. in
The iron made from it is usually tough and soft.*
tlie State.
Lead ore is found in St. Lawrence, Ulster, Dutchess, Westchester, Orange, Columbia, Lewis,
and in several of them the mines have been worked to some extent.
Jefferson, and Sullivan cos.
The Rossie Mines, of St. Lawrence, are the only ones now wrought.^ Copper ore in the form of
in

Jefferson,

;

New Red

Sandstone.

Tertiary.
Diluvial or Drift.

Quaternary.
The Tacouic system is claimed by some as corresponding to
the Cambrian system of Mr. Sedgwick, and by others to be
newer formations changed by heat.
1

depths of

tlie

Sh(ywing

CODNTY.

TABLE

the principal Artesian

Depth.

LOCALITr.

Albany..

City

Cayuga

Montezuma
Hudson

Ferry St
Columbia....
Delaware.. ..
Jefferson....

Livingston

.

New York-

Elk Brook

Watertown
York
U.S. Hotel
Bleeker St

ByManhatfn
Oneida
Onondaga.

,

co,

Utica
Syracuse

Orleans..

Oak Orchard

Wayne

Savannah

..

Sodus and
Clyde

128
617
200
228
394
127
50
626
448
280
314
600
400
80 to 390
140
250

wdls in

the Slate.

Pboduct.
Fresh water.
Mineral water.
Brine.

Fresh water.

Weak

brine.

Fresh water.

Weak

brine and gas.

Fresh water.

400

Putnam. Washington, Saratoga, Hamilton, Herkimer, Jefferson,
and Lewis cos.
3 The
principal mines in St. Lawrence and Jefferson cos. yield
this variety of ore. It is most abundant in the towns of Gouverneur, Kossie, and Antwerp, and is there usually associated with
crystaline Bulphuret of iron, spathic iron, and quartz. The argillaceous ore supplies the furnaces in Oneida, Oswego, and Wayne
cos. It is red. and imparts a dull red color to whatever it comes
in contact with. In the region of mines and furnaces the clothing
of the laborers, the trees, fences, and vehicles employed, are all
colored by it. It is used as a paint, under the name of '• Spanish
Brown."
*
Bog ore is deposited in swamps, the bottoms of which are
clay, hardpan, or some otlier strata impervious to water. It is
continually accumulating, so that it may be removed two or
three times in a century. It has various shades of color, from
yellow to a dark brown. In the primitive region it sometimes
assumes a stalactital or botryoidal form, with a fibrous texture
and a glossy black surface. A loamy variety, when used in high
furnaces, is liable to blow up. This is caused by the mass melt-

Brine.

Weak

away below, leaving a crust above, and, as the support at last
gives away, the moisture contained in the mass is siuldeuly converted into steam by the intense heat, and the liquid iron below
is thrown out with great force, sometimes destroying the furnace.
5 A vein has
recently been opened in Orange co. that promise^*
great richness. Lead ore is usually found in tlie form of sulphurets, or galena. It is often associated with crystalizcd mine
rals of great beauty.
ing

brine.

Little

and

gas.

The deepest Artesian well in the U. S. is at St. Louis, Mo.,
and is 2199 feet deep. A well at Louisville, Ky., is 2086 feet
deep and another at Columbus, Ohio, 1900 fcet deep.
;

2 The
principal mines which have been worked in the northern
primitive region are in AVarren, Essex, Clinton, St. Lawrence,
cos.
So common are particles of iron in the rocks
of this region that the iron sand upon tlie banks of tlie streams
is sufficiently pure to repay the labor of collecting for the forge.
Magnetic ores are also abundant in Orange co., and mines havo
there been worked since the earliest periods. This ore has also
been found among the igneous rocks of Kockland, Westchester,

and Franklin
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a sulphuret has been found in Washington, Jefferson, and

St.

Lawrence

cos.,

but not in

sufficient

Zinc ore in the form of a sulphuret, or blende, is found,
quantities to render mining profitable.
associated with lead, in St. Lawrence co.
Manganese, titanium, nickel, and several other metals,
have been found in small quantities, though they have never been reduced except in the laboratories of the chemist.^

IVon-MetalliC Minerals.

—The most

valuable non-metallic minerals in the State are

limestone, gypsum, waterlime, pipeclay, clay and sand suitable for common and fire brick and
and slate. Nearly every part of the State is well supplied with building
pottery, graphite, talc,
stone and in most of the counties extensive quarries have been worked. Lime, waterlime, and
;

gypsum

are also extensively quarried.*
are numerous,

Mineral Springs

and are found in nearly every

co. in

the

State,,

The

most celebrated of these are the salt springs of Onondaga, the medicinal springs of Saratoga,
and the thermal springs of Columbia co. Sulphur and chalybeate springs are common, and many
of them have considerable notoriety for medicinal properties.' In the w. part of the State
In the limestone regions
springs emitting nitrogen and carburetted hydrogen gas are numerous.
of the State the water is generally more or less impregnated with carbonate and sulphate of
lime and in many places tufa is deposited in large quantities by the water. The slow dissolving
of the limestone rocks has given a cavernous structure to several localities, and in others it has
formed deep holes in the ground. The caves of Albany, Schoharie, and Jefferson cos. are doubtless
formed in this manner and the peculiar sink-holes and cratean lakes of Onondaga are probably
formed by the breaking of the superincumbent mass into the caverns beneath.
;

;

SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.
The Seat of Government was originally fixed at New York City, and remained there until the
Revolution, with occasional adjournments of the General Assembly and Executive Department on
account of prevailing sickness. Such of the public records as related to the immediate interests
in Dec. 1775, to the armed ship Duchess of
Nov. 1781, when most of them were returned to the city.* In
June, 1776, the other public records were removed to Kingston, and, on the approach of the enemy
in Oct. 1777, they were hastily taken to Rochester, Ulster county.* They were soon afterward taken to
Poughkeepsie, and in 1784 to New York. In 1797, commissioners were appointed to erect a building for the records in Albany, and an order dated July 31, 1798, authorized their removal thither*

of the crown wore removed,

by order of Gov. Tryon,

Gordon, and remained on board

till

and the permanent location of the seat of Government at that place.
The State House was begun in 1803 and finished in 1807, at the joint expense of the city and
county of Albany and the State of New York. The original cost exceeded $120,000, of which
1

In

many

of the original patents of the mountainous regions

upon the Hudson, reservations were made of all the gold and
silver that might be found. To this day, however, these metals
have not been found though it is said that traces of silver have
;

been discovered in several places.
2 The
following is a list of the most important quarries in the

:—
Gypsum

State

is

leans,

Limestone

found in Cayuga, Madison, Onondaga, Wayne, Orand Genesee.
is quarried in most of the counties of the State ex-

cept thosse along the Penn. line.
WaUr-Limesirme is quarried in Erie, Jefferson, Lewis, Madison,
Montgomery, Niagara, Onondaga, and Ulster.
Flagging is found in most of the southern counties, and in
various other localities. The thin bedded sandstone of the
Portage gi'oup furnishes the best varieties.
Building stone of excellent quality is found in nearly every
section of the State. Granite and gneiss are extensively
quarried in New York and Westchester and in the N. E. cos.
of the State. The Potsdam sandstone, Black River limestone, the gray and Medina sandstone, and the Onondaga
limestone all furnish excellent building stone. Most of the
locks upon the,Krie Canal are built of the last named stone.
The shales of the Portage and Chemung group are separated into strata by hard, compact sandstone, excellent for
building or flagging.

Marble

is

found and quarried in Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess,

and Orange

cos.

Roofing

slate is

quarried in Washington, Rensselaer, Columbia,

and Dutchess cos.
The principal of these springs are those of Massena, St.
Lawrence co. Richfield, Otsego co. Avon, Livingston co.
Sharon. Schoharie co. New Lebanon and Stockport. Columbia
CO.
Chittenango, Madison co. and Alabama, Genesee co.
* Six
years' close confinement on shipboard damaged some
of these records almost beyond remedy. The most valuable
8

;

;

;

;

;

;

were transcribed in 1798, under the direction of commissioners
appointed by law.
" The first State
Legislature, then in session, hastily adjoiu-ned
and met in .Tan. at I'oughkeepsie. The citizens of Goshen
tendered the hospitalities of their village and the use 'of rooms,
if the Legislature chose to remove thither.
In March, 1778, a
concurrent resolution directed the Secretary of State and the
clerks of counties to put their records into strong and light
inclosures, to be ready for instant removal in case of danger.
The Legislature held its sessiorts at Poughkeepsie, Kingston, or
Albany, as suited convenience, until 1784, when it removed to
New York. Two sessions were afterward held at Pouglikeepsie,
and three at Albany, before the final removal to the latter place

in 1797.
6
Philip Schuyler, Abraham Ten Broeck, Jeremiah Tan RengDaniel Hale, and Tcunis T. Van Vechten were ajipointed
commissioners. The edifice stood on the site of the present
Geological and Agricultural Hall, and was torn down in 1855.
seliier,
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$34,200 was paid by the city and $3,000 by the county of Albany. It continued to be used for
city, county, and State offices and courts until about 1832, when the State became the exclusive

owner and the Capitol was fitted up for legislative and other public purposes. It stands at the
head of State Street, 130 feet above the Hudson, and has in front a park of three acres inclosed by
an iron fence. It is substantially built of stone faced with Nyack red freestone.^
Tbe State Liibrary is a fireproof building in the rear of the State House and connectwl
with it by a long corridor. It is built of brick and iron and faced on its two fronts with brown
freestone.
It is already nearly filled with books, manuscripts, and maps, which the State has been
collecting for

many years.^
Tlie State Hall, situated upon Eagle

Street, fronting the

It is built of cut stone, with a colonnade in front, supported

Academy Park, was finished
and

in 1842.

surmounted
by a dome.' It contains the offices of the Secretary of State, Comptroller, Treasurer, Auditor of Canal
Department, Canal Appraisers, Canal Commissioners, State Engineer and Surveyor, Division En-

by

six Ionic columns,

is

gineers, Clerk of Court of Appeals, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Superintendent of
Department, Attorney General, and State Sealer of Weights and Measures.

Tlie State Geological

and Agricultural

Hall,

corner of State and Lodge

Bank
Sts.,

the depository of the specimens collected during the geological survey, and also contains the
cabinet of the State Agricultural Society.*
is

I It is 90 feet broad, 50
high, and was originally 115 feet long.
In 1854, 15 feet were added to the w. end. The eastern front
ha-s an Ionic portico with four columns of Berkshire marble
each 3 feet 8 inches in diameter and 33 feet high. The north
and south fronts have each a pediment of 85 feet base and the
doorwa3'S are decorated with columns and angular pediments
of freestone. The entrance hall is 40 by 50 feet and 16 feet
high, the ceiling of which is supported by a double row of
reeded columns, and the floor is vaulted and laid with squares
;

was divided in 1849, and, with additions since made, now forms
two public libraries, called the " Libraries of the Court of Apwhich is located at Syracuse and the other at
Rochester. They consist chiefly of law books, and are in charge
of librarians appointed by ihe Regents and paid by the State.
peals," one of

There

is

also a small library, for reference, in the consultation

room of the Court of Appeals. Each of the judges of the Supreme Court and the Vice Chancellor of the Second District,
under the late Constitution, held libraries owned by the State,
of Italian marble. Upon the north side of the hall are the which are for the use of the four judges of the Court of Appeals
office of Adjutant General and the Assembly Library, and on elected by the people of the State at large, and their successors
the south side the Executive Chambers. The remainder of the in office. There is also a small library for the use of the Atand means are annually provided for the infirst story is devoted to the Assembly Chamber with its lobbies torney General
and postoffice. This chamber is now 56 by 65 feet and 28 feet crease of each of these collections, chiefly from the income of
"
" Ir»high. The Speaker's desk is on the w. side, and the desks of the moneys known as the Chancellors' Library Fund" and
clerks are upon each side and in front of it. Desks of members terest Fund," which are kept invested by the Clerk of the Court
are arranged in semi-circles in front. Upon the E. side is a of Appeals for this purpose.
8 This
building is 138 by 88 feet and 65 feet high. The ceilings of
gallery supiiorted by iron pillars. The ceiling is richly ornamented in stucco. Over the Speaker's seat is a copy by Ames the basement and of the two principal stories are groined arches,
of a full length portrait of Stewart's Washington. In the and all the rooms, excepting in the attic story, are fireproof.
second story, over the entrance hall, is the Senate chamber, 40 The basement and attic are each 19 feet, and the two principal
by 50 feet and 22 feet high. The President's desk is upon the stories each 22 feet, high. The building cost about $350,000.
* In 1842 the old State Hall was converted into a
8. side, and the desks of the Senators are arranged in a circle in
geological
front. On the n. side are the library and cloak room of the hall, and rooms were assigned in the same building to the State
Senate, and on the s. the postoffice and room of the Sergeant at Agricultural Society. The old buUding was torn down, and the
Arms. Over the President's seat is a crimson canopy, and oppo- present Geological and Agricultural Hall erected in its place, in
The the summer of 1855. The Agricultural Rooms were dedicated
site are the portraits of Gov. Geo. Clinton and Columbus.
latter was presented to the Senate in 1784 by Mrs. Farmer, a Feb. 12, 1857, and the Cabinet was opened to the public Feb. 22,
grand-daughter of Gov. Leisler, and had been in her family 1858. The present building is of brick, and is 4 stories high,
150 years.
Over the Assembly lobbies is the room of the besides the basement. In the rear is a spacious wing, of the same
Court of Appeals, and in the third story are the consultation height as the main building. It contains a lecture room, the
rooms of this court, committee rooms of both houses, and part spacious geological cabinet, and the rooms of the State Geological
of the Senate Library. The courtroom of the Court of Appeals Collectioa I'he basement is occupied by a taxidermist and a janicontains portraits of Chancellors Lansing, Sandford, Jones, and tor. The building itself is subject to the order of the CommisWalworth, Chief Justice Spencer, Abraham Van Vecliten, and sioners of the Land Office. The Cabinet originated in the GeoDaniel Cady.
The inner Executive Chamber has a full size logical Survey, and in extent and value it ranks among the first
portrait of Gen. La Fayette, painted when he was in the city in in America. Within the past year a series of English Ibssils has
been given to the State by the British Government and a valu1825.
The roof of the State house is pyramidal, and from the center able collection of shells, embracing several thousand species, has
rises a circular cupola 20 feet in diameter, supporting a hemi- been recently presented and arranged by Philip P. Carpenter,
spherical dome upon 8 insulated Ionic columns. Upon the an English naturalist. The Museum is designed to embrace a
dome stands a wooden statue of Themis, 11 feet high, holding complete representation of the geological formations of the State,
in her right hand a sword and in her left a balance.
with their accompanying minerals and fossils, and of its entire
2 The State
Library was founded April 21, 1818, and for nearly native flora and fauna. The birds and quadrupeds are preserved
forty years was kept in the upper rooms of the Capitol. Its growth by a skilful taxidermist, with the attitudes and appearance of
was comparatively slow until 1844, when its supervision was life; and the reptiles and fishes are principally preserved in altransferred from the State officers who had been ex-officio trus- cohol. Connected with this cabinet is a historical and antitees to the Regents of the University. Their Secretary, the late quarian department, embracing numerous aboriginal antiquities
Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, was eminently fitted for the task of building and specimens of modern Indian art, relics of battle fields, and
up an institution of this character. The library at the time of other objects of historical interest. The whole is under the
The number charge of a curator appointed by the Regents. The museum of
the transfer contained about 10,000 volumes.
;

;

has increased during the subsequent 15 years to about 53,000.

the State Agricultural Society, in a separate department of the

The present building, erected in 1853-54, is 114 feet long by 45 building, contains a large collection of obsolete and modern imbroad, was built at a cost of $91,900, and opened to the public plements of husbandry, specimens of agricultural and mechanical
Jan. 2, 1855. The first floor is supported by stone pillars and products, models of fruits, samples of grains and soils, drawings
groined arches, and the second floor and galleries by arched illustrating subjects connected with the useful arts and it is
spans of iron filled with concrete. The roof, rafters, trusses, designed to include an extensive collection of insects, made with
especial reference to showing their influence upon the fruit and
pillars, shelves, and principal doors ai-e of iron, and the floors
are paved with colored tile. The first story is devoted to the grain crops of the State. The entomological department is in
law department, and the second story to the general library, in- charge of Dr. Asa Fitch, who has been for several years employed
cluding a large number of costly presents from other Govern- by the society in studying the habits of destructive insects, with
ments, a valuable series of MSS. and parchments relating to the view to ascertaining the means of preventing their ravages.
our colonial and early State history, and an extensive collec- The whole of these collections are open to the public on every
tion of medals and coins. The office of the Kegents of the Uni- weekday except holidays. The meetings of the Executive Committee of the State Agricultural Society, and the wiater fairs,
versity is iu the library huilding.
;

Th»» library, formerly

known

as the "Chancelhrs' Library,"

are held in their rooms in this building.

STATE GOVERNMENT.
The

Government

State

Departments the powers
regulated by law.
;

consists of the Legislative, Executive, Judicial,

and duties of the several

officers

and Administrative

being defined by the Constitution and

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

The

State

I.ej

composed of a Senate and Assembly.
consists of 32 members, chosen by single districts
every two years, the whole number being chosen at once. The
Lieut. Governor is ex officio President of the Senate, and has a cast-

islature

is

The Senate

ing vote in case of a tie. The Senate appoints a President pro tern.,
who presides in the absence of the Lieut. Governor, and becomes

The
in case of a vacancy in that office.
officio Lieut. Governor
Senate with the Judges of the Court of Appeals forms a court
for the trial of impeachments, and it ratifies or rejects the nomi-

ex

nations of the Governor to a great number of offices.
The Senate elects the following officers a clerk, sergeant-at:

arms, assistant sergeant-at-arms, doorkeeper and assistants, librarian, and such other officers as may be deemed necessary.^

The Assembly

consists of 128

members, elected annually by

The districts are re-apportioned once in ten
single districts.
The Speaker, or Preyears, after the State census is taken.
is elected by the members from
All bills
number, and usually appoints all committees.
upon financial matters must originate in the Assembly.

siding Officer of the Assembly,

their

The Assembly

elects the following officers

:

a Speaker, clerk,

The Speaker
sergeant-at-arms, doorkeeper and two assistants.
appoints an assistant sergeant-at-arms, a postmaster and assistant, a janitor, keeper of the Assembly chamber,
doorkeepers and pages.*
1 The
sergeant-at-arms is also librarian. The clerk appoints
and assistants, and tlie President a{)points a janitor,
Buperintendent of the Senate chamber, and pages. Committees
are usually appointed by the Lieut. Gov. The appointments are
made for two years. About half a dozen reporters are admitted
to seats witliin the Senate chamber. Standing committees in
the Senate consist of 3 members.

his deputies

SENATE DISTRICTS.
1.
2.

Queens, Richmond, and Suffolk Counties.
1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 7th, 11th, 13th, and 19th Wards of

Brooklyn.
10th, 12th, 14th, 15th. 16th, 17th, and 18th
of Brooklyn, and the towns of Kings County.
and 14th Wards of New

3. 6th, 8th, 9th,

Wards

4. 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th,

and several

29. Genesee, Niagara, and Orleans Counties.
30. Allegany, Livingston, and Wyoming Counties.
31. Erie County.
32. Cattaraugus and Chautauqua Counties.
*

and

The clerk appoints
assistant, a bank

his assistants and deputies, a librarian
and a clerk's messenger. Tliese

clerk,

officers are appointed for the session,
changed in the middle of each session.

except pages, who are
Standing committees of

the Assembly consist of 5 members, except those upon Ways
and Means, the Judiciary, and Canals, each of which has 7
members. About 20 reporters are admitted and provided with
seats within the bar. Tliey usually share with members in
extra appropriations for books, and in the privilege of mailing
documents at the public expense.

York.
5.
6.

7.
8.

9.

10th, 11th, 13th, and 17th Wards of New York.
9th, 15th, 16th, and 18th Wards of New Vork.
12th, 19th, 20th, 21st, and 22d Wards of New York.
Putnam, Rockland, and Westchester Counties.
Orange and Sullivan Counties.
Greene and Ulster Counties.
Columbia and Dutchess Counties.
Rensselaer and Washington Counties.

10.
11.
12.
13. Albany County.
14. Delaware, Schenectady,
1 5.

and Schoharie Counties.
Fulton, Hamilton, Montgomery, and Saratoga Counties.

16. Clinton, Essex, and Warren Counties.
17. Franklin and St. Lawrence Counties.
18. .Jefferson and Lewis Counties.
19. Oneida County.
20. Herkimer and Otsego Counties.
21. Oswego County.
22. Onondaga County.
23. Chenango, Cortland, and Madison Counties.
24. Broome, Tioga, and Tompkins Counties.
25. Cayuga and Wayne Counties.
26. Ontario, Seneca, and Yates Counties.
27. Chemung, Schuyler, and Steuben Counties.
''8.

Monroe County.
28

ASSEMBLY DISTRICTS.
[Those Counties not enumerated in this list form hut one
Fulton and Hamilton form one District.]
District.

ALBANY COUNTY.—Four Districts.
1.

2.

of Albany, Bethlehem, Coeymans, New Scotland,
Rensselaerville, and Westerlo.
9th and 10th Wards of Albany, Bern, Guilderland, and Knox.
1st

Ward

3. 2d, 3d,
4. 7 th

4th, 5th, 6th,

Ward

of Albany

and 8th Wards of Albany.
and Watervliet.

ALLEGANY COUNTY.—Two Districts.
1.

Allen, Almond, Angelica, Belfast, Birdsall, Burns, Caneadea,
Centerville, Granger, Grove, Hume, New Hudson, Rushford,

2.

Alfred, Alma, Amity, Andover, Bolivar, Clarksville. Cuba,
Friendshij), Genesee, Independence, Scio, Ward, Wellsville,
Willing, and Wirt.

1.

Allegany, Ashford, Carrolton, Elgin, Farmersville, Franklinville, Freedom, Hinsdale, Humphrey, Ischua,
Machias,
Olean, Portville, and Yorkshire.

and West Almond.

CATTARAUGUS COUNTY.—Two

Districts.
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The sessiona of the Legislature commence on the first Tuesday in January, and members can
only receive pay for 100 days. The business of each year begins de novo; but if an extra session
is called by the Governor, bills are taken up where they were left at the last previous adjournment. Each house decides upon the qualifications of its own members; and both houses must
concur in the election of U.
Instruction.
2.

Bills,

Regents of the University, and Superintendent of Public
may originate in either house, and must be

S. Senators,

except measures of finance,

Bucktootli, Coldspring, Connewango, Dayton, Ellicottville,
Kast Otto, Great Valley, Leon, Little Valley, .Mansfield,
Napoli, New Albion, Otto, Perrysburgh, Persia, Kaudolpli,
and South Valley.

CAYUGA COUNTY.—Two

MADISON COUNTY.—Two

Brookfield, Do Ruyter, Eaton, Georgetown, Hamilton, Leba/non, Madison, and Nelson.

2.

Cazenovia,

1.

Brutus, Cato, Conquest, Ira, Mentz, Montezuma, Sennett,
Sterling, Throop, Victory, and the 1st and 4th Wards of

2.

Aurelius, Fleming, Genoa, Ledyard, Locke, Moravia, Niles,
Owasco, Scipio, Senipronins, Siiringport, Summer Uill,
Venice, and the 2d and 3d Wards of Auburn.

and Villcnova.

CHENANGO COUNTY.—Two
Pharsalia,

Brighton, Henrietta, Irondequoit, Mendon, Penfield,

The City

2.

Afton, Bainhridge, Coventry, German, Guilford, Greene, McDonough, Oxford, Preston, and Smithville.

3. Chili,

Clarkson, Gates, Greece, Ogden, Parma, Riga, Sweden,
Union, and Wheatland.

GermanLivingston, and Tagh-

NI.iGARA COUNTY.— Two
1.

Cambria,

Kinder-

Districts.

Franklin, Hamden, Hancock, MasonvUle,
Sidney, Tou.pkins, and AValton.

Andes, Bovina, Davenport, Uarpersfield, Kortright, Meredith, Middletown, Roxbury, and Stamford,

1.

Deerfleld, City of Utica,

ONEIDA COUNTY.—Fonii

Amesville, Ava, Brownville, Floyd, Lee, Marcy, Remsen,
Steuben, Trenton, and Western.

1.

Camillus, Clay, Elbridge, Lysander, Marcellus, Skaneateles,

ONONDAGA COUNTY.—Three

ONTARIO COUNTY.—Two
1.

Canadice, Canandaigua, East

Richmond, South

Bristol, Victor,

2.

Bloomficld, Naples,

and West Bloomfield.

ORANGE COUNTY.—Two

Clinton, Hyde Park, Milan, Pleasant Valley, Poughkeepsie,
City of Poughkeepsie, Red Hook, and Rhinebeck.

1. 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th. and 13th
2. Gth, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th,

Districts.

Farmington, Gorham, Hopewell, Manchester, Phelps, and

2. Bristol,

Districts.
1.

ERIE COUNTY.—FoDR

Onondaga,

Seneca.

Washington.
2.

Districts.

Spafford, and Van Buren.
2. Cicero, Salina, and Syracuse.
3. De Witt, Fabius, Geddes, La Fayette, Manlius,
Otisco, Pompey, and Tully.

Union Vale, and

Plains,

Hai'tford,

4.

La Grange, North-

Pawling, Pine

New

Augusta, Bridgewater, Kirkland, Marshall,

Paris, Sangerfield, Vernon, and Westmoreland.
Camden, Florence, Rome, Verona, and A'ienna.

Fishkill,

east,

Distmcts.

and Whitestown.

3.

Stanford,

Amenia, Beekman, Dover. East

Districts.

2.

1. Colchester, Delhi,

1.

Districts.

Lockport, Pendleton, Royalton, and Wheatfield.
Hartland, Lewiston, Nowfaue, Niagara, Porter,
Somerset, and Wilson.

2.

Gallatin,

town, Greenport, Hudson City,
kanick.
Austcrlitz, Canaan, Chatham, Ghent, Hillsdale,
hook, New Lebanon, Stockport, and Stuyvesant.

DUTCHESS COUNTY.— Two

AND COUNTY.— Seventeen

CITY

17 districts, corresponding to Aldermanic districts.

Districts.

Ancram, Claverack, Clermont, Copake,

DELAWARE COUNTY.—Two
2.

Perin-

and Webster.

Districts.

Berlin, North Norwich, Norwich,
Pitcher, Plymouth, Sherburne, and

COLUMBIA COUNTY.—Two
1.

ton, Pittsford, Rush,
of Rochester.

New

Smyrna.
2.

Stockbridgo, and

Disteicts.

2.

NEW YORK

Busti, Chautauqua, Clymer, EUery, French Creek, Harmony,
Mina, Portland, Ripley, Sherman, Stockton, and Westfield.
2. Arkwright, Carroll, Charlotte, Cherry Creek, EUicott, Ellington, Gerry, Hanover, Kiantone, Poland, Pomfrct, Sheridan,

Otselic,

Smithtield,

1.

Districts.

1.

Columbus, Lincklaen,

Lenox,

MONROE COUNTY.—Three

Auburn.

1.

Fenner,

Sullivan.

Districts.

CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY.—Two

Districts.

1.

Distmcts.

Blooming Grove, Chester, Cornwall, Monroe, Montgomery,
Newburgh, and New Windsor.
Cra%vford, Deerpark, Goshen, Greenville, Hamptonburgh,
Minisink, Mount Hope, Walkill, Warwick, and Wawayanda.

Districts.

OSWEGO COUNTY.—Three

Wards

of Buffalo.
and 12th Wards of Buffalo.
3. Alden, Amherst,
Clarence,
Elma, Grand
Chicktawauga,
Island, Hamburgh, Lancaster, Marilla, Newstcad, Tonaand
West
Seneca.
wanda,
4. Aurora, Boston,
Brandt, Colden, Collins, Concord, East

Hamburgh, Eden, Evans, Holland, North
and Wales.

HERKIMER COUNTY.—Two

1.

2.

Diotricts.

City of Oswego, Hannibal, Oswego, and Scriba.
Constantia, Granby, Hastings, Palermo, Schroeppel, Yolney,

and West Monroe.

3.

Albion, Amboy, Boyleston, Mexico, Orwell, Parish, Redfield,
Richland, Sandy Creek, New Haven, and Williamstown.

1.

Cherry Valley,

2.

Unadilla,

OTSEGO COUNTY.—Two

Collins, Sardinia,

Districts.

Decatur,

Districts.

Exeter,

Maryland, Middlefield,
Otsego, Plainfield, Richfield, Roseboom, Springfield, West-

and Worcester.
Burlington, Butternuts, Edmeston, Hartwick,
Laurens, Milford, Morris, New Lisbon, Otego, Oneonta, and

ford,
1. Fairfield,
2.

Herkimer, Little

Falls,

Manheim, Newport, Nor-

way, Ohio, Russia, Salisbury, and Wilmurt.
Columbia, Danube, Frankfort, German Flats,
Schuyler, Stark, Warren, and Winfield.

JEFFERSON COUNTY.—Thbee
1.
2.

3.

Litchfield,

Districts.

Adams, Brownville, Ellisburgh, Henderson, Hounsfield, Lorraine, Rodman, and Worth.
Antwerp, Champion, Le Ray, Philadelphia, Rutland, Watertown, and Wilna.
Alexandria, Capo Vincent, Clayton, Lyme, Orleans, Pamelia,
and Theresa.

Pittsfield.

QUEENS COUNTY.—Two

Flushing, North Hempstead, and Oyster Bay.

2.

Hempstead, Jamaica, and Newtown.

1.

City of Troy.
Berlin, Grafton, Hoosick, Lansingburgh, Petersburgh, Pittstown, and Schaghtiooke.
Brunswick, Clinton, Greenbush, Nassau, North Greenbush,
Poestenkill, Sand Lake, Schodack, and Stephentown.
ST.
COUNTY.—Three Districts.

RENSSELAER COUNTY.—Thkee
2.

3.

1.

KINGS COUNTY.— Seven Districts.
Platbush, Flatlands, Gravesend, New Lots, New Utrecht, and

the Sth, 17th, and 18th Wards of Brooklyn.
and 12th Wards of Brooklyn.
10th Wards of Brooklyn.
2d, 3d, and 5th Wards of Brooklyn.
9th and 11th Wards of Brooklyn.
13th, Uth, and part of 19th Wards of Brooklyn.
7th, 15th, 16th, and part of 19th Wards of Brooklyn.

2. 1st, 6th,
3. 4th and
4.
5.
6.

7.

LIVINGSTON COUNTY.— Two
1.
2.

Districts.

Avon, Caledonia, Conesus, Geneseo, Groveland, Leicester,
Lima, Livonia, and York.
Mouot Morris, North Dansville, Nunda, Ossian, Portage,
Sparta, Springwater, and West Sparta.

Districts.

1.

Districts.

LAWRENCE

De Kalb, Do

2.

Peyster, Fine, Fowler, Gouverneur, Macomb,
Morristown, Oswegatchie, Pitcairn, and Rossie,
Canton, Colton, Edwards, Hermon, Lisbon, Madrid, Norfolk,

3.

PieiTepont, and Russell.
Brasher, Hopkinton, Lawrence, Louisville, Massena, Parish-

1.

ville,

Potsdam, and Stockholm.

SARATOGA COUNTY.—Two
1.
2.

Districts.

Ballston, Charlton, Clifton Park, Galway, Halfmoon, Malta,
Milton, Stillwater, and Waterford.
Corinth, Day, Edinburgh, Greenfield, Hadley, Moreau, Nortliumberland, Providence, Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, and

Wilton.
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—

passed by both, and receive the signature of the Governor, or, if vetoed by him, the votes of twoThe original laws of the Legislature, bearing the signathirds of both houses,
to become laws.
tures of the presiding officer of each house and of the Governor and Secretary of State, are bound,

—

and preserved in the Secretary's office. All general laws are published in such newspapers in each
county as may be designated by the Board of Supervisors.
Besides the State Legislature, a limited power of enacting laws is possessed by the boards of
supervisors in the several counties, by the common councils of cities, and by citizens generally
assembled in town and school district meetings.
The Board of Supervisors meets annually at the county seat, on the week following the
general election, to canvass the votes for State and county officers it may hold special meetings at
any time. It has power to appoint a clerk of the board, a county sealer of weights and measures,
;

special commissioners for laying out roads, printers for publishing the general laws, inspectors of turnpike and plank roads, and, in some counties, the Superintendent of the Poor, and other officers, and to
fix the salaries of the county Judge and Surrogate, and of School Commissioners,
(above $500, allowed
by law,) and, in some counties, the salary of the District Attorney to establish the bounds of assembly
and school commissioner districts, to fix upon town meeting days,^ to make orders concerning property
owned by the county, and to repair or rebuild the county buildings to audit and settle charges against
the county, and the accounts of town officers to equalize assessments and levy taxes to meet county
expenses, and for such special purposes as may be directed by law. It also has power to alter the
bounds of towns, and to erect new towns to change the location of the county seat and purchase sites
and to examine annually the securities held by loan commisfor the erection of new buildings
sioners.
It may pass laws for the preservation of game or fish, and for the destruction of noxious
animals, and perform such other duties as may be from time to time authorized by law.
;

;

;

;

;

STEUBEN COUNTY.—Three
1.

2.

3.

SUFFOLK COUNTY.—Two
1.

WASHINGTON COUNTY.—Two

Districts.

Avooa, Bath, Bradford, Conhocton, Prattsburgh, Pulteney,
Urbana, Wayne, and Wheeler.
Addison, Cameron, Campbell, Caton. Corning. Erwin, Hornby,
Lindley, Rathbone, Thurston, and WoodhuU.
Canisteo, Dansville, Fremont, Greenwood, Homellsville,
Howard. Hartsville, Jasper, Troupsburgh, West Union, and
W'ayland.

East Hampton, Riverhead, Shelter

Districts.
Island,

1.

2.

Districts.

Argylo, Cambridge. Easton, Fort Edward, Greenwich, Jackson. Salem, and White Creek.
Dre.sden, Fort Anu, Granville, Hampton, Hartford, H«broD,
Kingsbury, Putnam, and Whitehall.

WAYNE COUNTY.—Two

Districts.

Galen, Huron, Lyons, Rose, Savannah, Sodos, and
Wolcott.
Arcadia, Macedon, Marion, Ontario, Palmyra, Walworth,
and Williamson.

1. Butler,
2.

Southampton,

and Southold.
2.

Brookhaven, Huntington,

Islip,

1.
2.

3.

WESTCHESTER COUNTY.—Three

and Smithtown.

ULSTER COUNTY.—TnREE

1.

Districts.

Hurley, Kingston, and Saugerties.
Esopus, Gardiner, Lloyd, Marbletown, Marlborough,
Paltz, Plattekill. Rosendale, and Shawangunk.
Denning, Hardenburgh, Olive, Rochester, Shandaken,
warsing, and Woodstock.
1

2.

New

dale,

Wa-

3.

Districts.

East Chester, Morrisania, Westchester, West Farms, and
Yonkcrs.
Greenburgh, Harrison, Mamaroneck, Mount Pleasant, New
Rochelle, North Castle, Pelham, Poundridge, Rye, Scars-

and White

Plains.

Bedford, Cortlandt, Lewisboro, New Castle, North Salein,
Ossining, Somers, and Yorktown.

TOWN MEETINGS.

Town

meetings are held on the same day throughout the county ; and the time may be changed once in 3 years. The town
meetings must come between the 1st day of Feb. and the Ist of May. They are at present all held on Tuesdays, as follows
:

Counties.

—
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The Common Council

within

in each of the cities has jurisdiction over municipal affairs
the
usual formalities of legislative bodies in its proceedings. Two
and
observes
law,
by
aldermen are generally elected from each ward, who, with the mayor, constitute the Common
Council but the organization of no two cities is in this respect exactly alike.^ The enactments
The council
of the Common Council are usually termed "ordinances," and have the force of law.
of a large class of minor city oflBcers, including the keepers of parks
has
the
appointment
usually
and public buildings, inspectors of various kinds, and in some instances the officers and members
of the police and fire departments. These appointments are usually held at the pleasure of the

limits fixed

;

appointing power.

3IeetlngS may pass laws regulating roads and bridges, the height of fences, the support
of the poor, the range of animals, the destruction of noxious weeds,, the preservation of town proas may be directed by special acts. Every town is a corporate
perty, and for such other purposes

Tovrn

may sue and be sued, may hold and convey lands within its limits
within the town.
by law, and may appropriate moneys for public objects

body,

School Districts,
employment of

may

at regular meetings,

teachers, repairs, supplies,

for purposes
specified

pass rules concerning the support of schools,
affairs, which have the force of law.

and similar

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

The Governor

is elected once in two
years.^ He is commanderin-chief of the military and naval forces of the State, and possesses
the sole power of granting pardons and commutations of sentence

He issues requisitions fur the return of crimiafter conviction.'
nals in other States, and he is authorized to offer rewards for the
He annually communicates
arrest of criminals within this State.
to the Legislature, at the

commencement of each

session, a state-

of the condition of the public departments, and such other
On extraordinary occasions
matters as he may deem necessary.

ment

the Senate or Legislature.* Within ten days after
passage by the Legislature, he may veto any act, by returning it
to the house in which it originated, with his objections; and such act

he

may convene

its

can become a law only by the concurrence of two-thirds of both houses.*
The Governor nominates, for appointment by the Senate, a large class of State and county and a
few military officers,® and may fill vacancies occurring in these offices during the recess of the Senate.
Some other classes of officers are appointed by the Governor alone, generally for specific terms,
but in some cases during pleasure. He may also fill vacancies occurring in elective offices, and

—

—

1 In New York, the Common Council consists of two
branches,
the Board of Aldermen, consisting of 17 members, chosen for 2
years; and the Board of Councilmen, consisting of 24 members,
chosen annually, 6 from each senatorial district. Each of these
branches elects one of its own number president and the mayor
possesses a veto power upon their laws analogous to that of the
Governor upon those of the State Legislature.
2 To be
eligible to the office of Governor a person must be a
citizen of the U. S., a resident of the State for the last 5 years
previous to election, and must have attained the age of 30 years.
The colonial governors of N.Y. were appointed by the crown.
Under the Constitution of 1777 they were elected for 3 years and
were required to be ireeholders. Under the Constitution of 1822,
the governor was elected for 2 years, and, in addition to the present qualilications, was required to be a native of the U. S. and a
;

freeholder.

Under the first State Constitution electors were classified, apd
only those owning freehold property worth $250 and upward
were allowed to vote for Senators and Governor. The aggregate
of the several classes at different periods has been as follows
:

•e

Years.

1790.
1795.
1801.
1807.
1814.
1R21.

—
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remove, under limitations prescribed by statute, most State and county officers.^ He has a
of $2000, a clerk and a doorkeeper.
private secretary, with a salary
liieutenant Governor is elected at the same time as the Governor, and must possess
the same qualifications. He discharges the duties of Governor v^hen a vacancy occurs in that office.

may

The

He

is

President of the Senate, having the casting vote in that body, a Commissioner of the Canal
of the Land Office, a member of the Canal Board, a trustee of the Idiot Asylum and of

Fund and
Union

College, a

Regent of the University, and a trustee of the Capitol and State Hall.

Thie Secretary of State^

is keeper of the State archives ;
a Regent of the University, a Commissioner of the Land Office
and of the Canal Fund, a member of the Canal Board and of the

is

Board of State Canvassers, a trustee of the State Idiot Asylum,
He has
of Union College, of the Capitol, and of the State Hall.
specific duties in relation to the publication and distribution of
the laws ; the issuing of patents for land, of commissions, pardons, and peddlers' licenses ; the filing of the declarations of
aliens, and the articles of association of companies under general

laws

statistics

ments in his

issuing notices of elections, receiving and reporting
of pauperism and crime from sheriffs and county

clerks, and furnishing certified copies of laws and other docuadministers the oath of office to members of the Assembly, and other
His deputy is ex officio Clerk of the Commissioners of the Land Office.

He

office.

State officers.

;

The

Comptroller^ is the auditor of the public accounts,
excepting those payable from the Canal and Bank Funds ; a Commissioner of the Land Office and of the Canal Fund a member of
;

the Canal Board and of the Board of State Canvassers, and a
trustee of the Idiot Asylum, of Union College, of the Capitol, and

He has responsible duties in relation t,o the payment
of appropriations made by the Legislature, the collection of
taxes, and sale of lands sold for taxes, the management of funds,
State Hall.

supervision of fire and life insurance companies, loaning of
moneys, and other duties connected with the finances of the State.

He reports annually to the Legislature the condition of the

public
funds, the receipts and expenses of the State, the condition of
such other matters as he may from time to time be called upon by

insurance companies, and upon
the Legislature for information. He has a deputy, an accountant, and about a dozen clerks.
Treasurer* receives all moneys paid into the treasury, and pays all warrants of the Comp-

The

troller, Auditor of the

Canal Department, Superintendent of the Bank Department, and Superintendent
He is a Commissioner of the Land Office and of the Canal Fund, a member

of Public Instruction.
of the Canal

Board and of the Board of State Canvassers, and a trustee of Union

College.

He

has

a deputy, and two or three clerks.

The Attorney General^ is the legal prosecutor and adviser in behalf of the
military and 6,663 civil ofiScers held under this appointment,
and most of them at will. From 1822 to 1846, the Governor and
Senate appointed, in addition to most of those it now appoints,
all judicial ofBcers, except justices. Masters and Examiners in
Chancery, Supreme Court Commissioners, inspectors for commercial purposes. Commissioners of Deeds, several city officers,
and State Prison Inspectors.
1
Representatives in Congi-ess and members of the State Legislature can be elected only. The Governor appoints, on his own
authority. Commissioners for taking acknowledgments of Deeds
in other States and countries, wreck masters, and certain commissioners directed to be appointed for special purposes.
3 Tlie
Secretary of State was formerly Clerk of the Council of
Appointment and of the Council of Revision, and from 1823 to
1854 was Superintendent of Schools. In colonial times he was
appointed by the crown: from 1777 to 1S22, by the Council of
Appointment and from 1822 to 1846, by the Legislature.
8 This office was created in
1797, in place of Siat of Auditor
General, formed by the Provincial Convention but it was not
permanently organized until 1812. The Comptroller was appointed by the Council of Appointment until 1822. when the
appointing power was changed to the Legislature and the tenure
of the office fixed at 3 years.
* Tlie office of Treasurer, under the colonial
government and
early years of State government, was a very important one and
for many years after 1777, the Treasurer was ajiiiointed by speeuU act irum year to year. About the beginning of the present
;

;

;

V-

State.

He is a

century, the defalcation of a Treasurer occasioned a revision of
the law creating the department and, from his being the principal financial officer of the government, the Treasurer became
the most unimportant, and his powers were narrowed down to
the payment of the drafts of other officers. For many years
previous to 1822 he was appointed by the CouncU of Revision ;
and from 1822 to 1846. by the Legislature. The accounts of the
Treasurer are annually compared with those of the Comptroller,
Superintendent of Rank Department, and Auditor of the Canal
Department, by a commissioner appointed for the purpose and
these officers thus become a check upon each other.. The Trear
surer may be suspended for cause, by the Governor, in the recess
of the Legislature.
6 This office has existed almost from the
beginning of the
Colonial Government. It was filled by the Council of Appointment from 1777 to 1822, and by the Legislature, with a term of
3 years, from 1822 to 1846. The Attorney General originally
attended the circuits of Oyer and Terminer, as prosecutor in
criminal suits, until 1796,"when the State was divided into 8
districts, to each of which an assistant Attorney General was
appointed, except in New York, where the head officer
officiated personally.
In 1818 each co. was made a separate
Th»
district, and a District Attorney was appointed in each.
Attorney General still occasionally attends upon important
criminal trials but his time is chiefly occupied iu civil suits in
which the State is a party.
;

:

;
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Board and of the
Commissioner of the Land Office and of the Canal Fund, a member of the Canal
Board of State Canvassers, and a trustee of Union College, of the Capitol, and State Hall. He has
a deputy and a clerk.
The State Engineer and Surveyor^ has charge of the engineering department of the
canals and such land surveys as involve the interests of the State. He reports annually the statistics
He is a Commissioner of the Land Office, a member of the
of these departments and of railroads.
Canal Board and Board of State Canvassers, and a trustee of Union College and the State Hall.
He must be a practical engineer. He is assisted by a deputy and 3 clerks.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

United States Courts.

—The

second of the U.

S.

Courts comprises

New

York, Vermont,

and Connecticut. A court is held twice a year in each State by a Justice of the Supreme Court
and the District Judge of the district in which the court sits.
The State of New York is divided into two Judicial Districts, in each of which is held a District
Court.^ The officers of this court in each district are a District Judge, Attorney, Marshal, and
In the Southern District a term is held in each month, at New York; and in the Northern
Clerk.
District one term is held each year at Albany, Utica, Auburn, and Buffalo, and one term annually
in St. Lawrence, Clinton, or Franklin co., as the Judge may direct.* These courts have nearly
concurrent original jurisdiction in all matters in which the United States is a party and they take
An appeal lies from the District to the Circuit
of offenses against the laws of the U. S.
;

cognizance
Court,

and thence

to the

Supreme Court.

State Courts.

—The

State Courts consist of a Court for ^q-

Trial of Impeachments, tJie Court of Appeals, the Supreme Court
and Court of Oyer and Terminer, the County Court and Couzfc of
Sessions, Justices' Courts, and City Courts.

Tlie Court for tlie Trial of

Impeachments

consists;

of the Senate and the Judges of the Court of Appeals. Its judgments extend only to removal of officials and to disqualification for

holding

office.*

Parties impeached are liable to all the peaalties.
This court is a court of recoed;: ita

of the civil and criminal laws.

meetings are held at Albany.

The

Court of Appeals,^ instituted in 1847, is composed of 8
judges, 4 of whom are elected, (one every 2 years,) and 4 of whom are
the Judges of the Supreme Court having the shortest term to serve.
The judge

elected having the shortest term to serve is Chief Judge;
and 6 judges constitute a quorum. This court has power to correct
S^ttl and reverse all proceedings of the Supreme Court, or of the former
^gl Supreme Court, and Court of Chancery. It holds 4 terms a year
at the Capital; and every 2 years one term must be held in
each Judicial District. Its clerk has an office in the State Hall,
where the records of this and former State and Colonial Courts are
The State Reporter prepares for the press and pubpreserved.
lishes the decisions of the court, copies of which are sent to each
county, and franked, under the Governor's hand, to each of the other States and Territories of the

Union.
1

This

office

takes the place of that of " Surveyor General,"

trict
3

generally fireproof.
* This court has assembled but once.
In 1853 it was contrial of impeachment of John C. Mather, Canal

vened for the
Commissioner.

He was

acquitted.

5
OmstUutimi, Art. VI, Sec. 2. This court takes the plnco
of the former " Cmirt f<rr the Correction of Errors," and in some
respects fills that of the old Supreme Court and Court of Chan-

—

District

New

York, Utica, Buffalo, Ogdensburgh, Canandaigua, and Plattsburgh. These edifices are of the most substantial kind, and

—

The Southern

The United

erected in part for the accommodation of these courts at

Tlie Secretary of State, Comptroller, Treasurer, Attorney
Goneral, and State Engineer are elected biennially at the same
time, their election occurring on alternate years from those
of the election of the Governor and Lieut. Governor.
2 Vhittd States District Courts.
There are two Districts within

this State.

and the counties South. The Northern Disembraces the remainder of the State.
States has caused or ordered buildings to be

Ulster, Sullivan,

which existed under the colony. In the earlier years of the
State Government, numerous and responsible duties were imposed upon this officer, under acts for the sale and settlement
of lands, the adjustment of disputed titles, boundaries, and Indian claims, laying out roads, and business relating to the salt
springs, reserved village pl.ats, and other State property. These
duties vrere discharged from 1784 to 1834 by Simeon De Witt,
with great integrity and success.

cery.

embraces Columbia, Greene,
3
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Tbe Supreme Court. — The State divided into 8 Judicial

each of which, ex-

Districts,^ in

is

4 justices are elected. The clerks of counties are clerks of this court. It has general
to review the judgments of the County Courts and of
jurisdiction in law and equity, and power
This court has three distinct branches, General Terms,
the former Court of Common Pleas.
The General Term held by three or more of the Supreme Judges,
Special Terms, and Circuits.
including the presiding judge, is an appellate court for the review of cases from the courts below,
and for deciding solely upon questions of law. Special Terms are held by one Supreme Judge,
without a jury, for the decision of equity cases; and Circuit Courts are held by one Supreme
cept the

first,

—

Judge, with a jury, for the trial of issues of fact. At least four general terms of this court are
held in each district every year. Every county (except Hamilton) has at least one special and two
circuit courts annually. A general term of the Supreme Court is held at the Capital in January of
each alternate year, for the purpose of arranging the terms of all the Circuit Courts and Courts of
Oyer and Terminer, of assigning the business and duties of the justices, and revising the rules of
the court.

County Courts are held by the County Judge,^ assisted by two justices of the peace elected
annually for the purpose. The judge performs the duty of surrogate, except in counties where the
population exceeds 40,000, in which the Legislature may provide for the election of a separate
The Legislature may direct the election of local officers, not exceeding two in
officer as surrogate.'
any county, to discharge the duties of judge and surrogate in case of inability or vacancy in that office,
and to exercise such other powers as may be provided by law.* Judges and surrogates receive a
salary fixed by the Supervisors, and which cannot be increased during their term of office.
County Courts have jurisdiction in civil cases when the real estate, or all the defendants, or all
the parties interested are within the co., and where the action of debt,assumpsit,or covenant claimed
is not above $2,000, or in actions for injury to the person, or trespass upon property, where the
damage claimed does not exceed §500 or in replevin suits where the value claimed is not above
;

$1,000. These courts have equity jurisdiction for the foreclosure of mortgages, the sale of the real
estate of infants, the partition of lands, admeasurement of dower, the satisfaction of judgments
over $75, and the care and custody of lunatics and habitual drunkards. Surrogate's Courts are

held by the County Judge or Surrogate, (in counties where the latter
nary jurisdiction of Courts of Probate.

and have the

is elected,)

ordi-

Justices' Courts are held by justices of the peace, who have jurisdiction in civil suits where
sum claimed does not exceed $100 in value.* They have jurisdiction in criminal cases for im-

the

posing fines to the amount of $50, and of inflicting imprisonment in the county jail for a term not
exceeding 6 months.*

Tribunals of Conciliation may
bylaw; but
Buoh

their

be established, and their powers and duties prescribed
judgments are not obligatory unless the parties previously agree to abide by

decision.''

City Courts.

In each of the

cities

and

in several of the larger villages are courts of local

jurisdiction organized under special laws.®
1 New Tcrk State Judicial Districts under the Act
of May 8,
1847 :—
1. City and Connty of New York.
2. Dutchess, Kings, Oranae, Putnam, Qoeens, Richmond, Rockland, Suffolk, and Westchester Counties.
3. Albany, Columbia, Greene, Rensselaer, Schoharie, Sullivan,
and Ulster Counties.
4. Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Montgomery,
St. Lawrence, Saratoga, Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties.
5. Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Oneida, Onondaga, and Oswego
Counties.
6. Broome, Chemung, Chenango, Cortland, Delaware, Madison,
Otsego, Schuyler, Tioga, and Tompkins Counties.
7. Cayuga, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Seneca, Steuben,Wayne,
and Yates Counties.
8. Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, Genesee, Niagara,
Orleans, and Wyoming Counties.
s From 1777 to 1822
Judges were appointed by the Council of
by the Governor and
Appointment; and from 1822 to 1846,
" FirH
and a fixed
Senate. One in each co. was

styled
Judge ;"
Biunber (subsequently 4) of others were called Judges.
s
Surrogates are elected in Albany, Cayuga, Chautauqua,
Columbia, Dutchess, Erie, Jefferson, Kings, Monroe, New York,
Oneida. Onondaga. Ontario, Orange, Otsego. Rensselaer, St. Lawrence, Saratoga, Lister, Washington, Wyoming, and Yates cos.
*
Omstitutifin, Art.\X, &C.15. Special acts have been passed
far this purpose, as follows
Special Jitdge and Special Surroga te in Cayuga, Chautauqua, Jefferson, and Oswego, 1849;
1855.
Waebington,
Special Judge in Oneida, Orange, St. Iaw:

—

rence, and Tioga. 1849 Ulster. 1850 Chenango, 1851 Sullivan,
Essex, 1857 and Tompkins, 1858. The term for which
these oflBcers are elected is 3 years, except in Chenango, Tompkins, and Ulster, in which it is 4 years.
6 There are 4
justices elected in each town except Champlain,
Ellisburgh, Fort Ann. Hanover. Harmony, Hector, Lenox. Niagara. Pomfret, and Potsdam, which have each 5, and Brookhaven, which has 8. .Justices were appointed by the Council of
Appointment from 1777 to 1822, and by the Supervisors and
Judges from 1824 to 1827. since which they have been elected.
;

18.54

6

;

;

;

;

RevUed

Statutes, Art. I.

Title, 4,

'

Cmstitutinn. Art. VI, See. 23.

8

The principal City Courts are

—

Chap.

Fart

2,

as follows

:

3.

—

In Albany. A Mayor's Cburt, held by the Mayor, Recorder,
and Aldermen, or the Mayor and Recorder jointly, or either
of them singly. It is practically held by the Recorder only
a Omrt of Special Sessions, held by the Recorder or Connty
Judge, with one or more Justices a Justice^ (hurt, held
;

;

by

3 Justices elected for the purpose.

Two

Police Jastic^s

elected.

In

Auburn.—Justices' and

Police Courts.

Three Justices of the

Peace elected.
In Brooklyn.— rha City Court, held by the City Judge: Police Courts and Justices' Courts, for whose convenience
the city is divided into 5 districts a Coui-t of Special Sessions, held by a Justice or Police Justice.
In Buffalo.— X Superior Court, held by 3 Justices Justice^
and Police Courts. Eight Justices of the Peace and one
;

;

Police Justice elected.
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—

each county, auxiliary to the judiciary, are as follows:
is the official prosecutor in all criminal cases coming before
the county courts, and has general duties in relation to suits in which the county has an interest.
SlieriflT,* who is charged with the preservation of the public peace and the execution of
officers in

Tbe

District Attorney,^ who

Tbe

He has charge of the jail and prisoners, and appoints as many deputies as
he may deem necessary. He can hold no other office, and is ineligible to the same office for the
next 3 years after his term expires. He is required to give bonds, in default of which the office
becomes vacant.
the orders of the courts.

Tbe County ClerU, who is made the keeper of the county records. He attends the courts and
records their proceedings, records deeds and mortgages, files papers and documents required by
law to be preserved in his office, and is the medium of communication between, State and town

He

officers.

is

the clerk of the

may

duly sworn,

discharge

Supreme Court

for his county.

He

appoints a deputy, who,

when

all his duties.

Coroners, who

are charged with the duty of inquiring into the cause of sudden deaths.
duty to attend at the place where a dead body is found, summon a
into
the causes, and make a written report to the county clerk.
examine
and
witnesses,
jury
They
also have the sole power of issuing writs against sherifi's.

Four

notified, it is their

Upon being

A Register, performing that part of the duties of county clerks relating to the recording of
conveyances and mortgages, is elected in New York, Kings, and Westchester counties and each
of these appoints a deputy.
Commissioners of Deeds, to take acknowledgments of deeds and legal documents, are ap;

pointed by the Common Councils of cities in such numbers as they may decide, except in New York,
where the number is limited to 300, and in Syracuse to 12.^
nrotaries Public are appointed by the Governor and Senate for a term of 2 years, and have

demand and

authority to

nonpayment, and

New York,

in

accept

bills of exchange, and to protest the same for
of Commissioners of Deeds. Their number is limited to 400

payment of foreign

to exercise the duties

25 in Troy, and in other cities and towns as many as the Governor may deem proper.
Courts for the trial of criminal cases consist of the Court of Oyer and

Criminal Courts.

Terminer connected with the

circuit of the Supreme Court, the Court of Sessions connected with
the County Court, City Criminal Courts, and Justices' Courts.*
consist of a Justice of the Supreme Court associated with
Courts of Oyer

and Terminer

the County Judge and two Justices of the Sessions, (except in New York City,) the Supreme Judge
and two of the others constituting a quorum for trials. This court has original and general
jurisdiction.

Courts of Sessions

by the County Judge and two Justices of Sessions. They have
which the imprisonment in case of conviction is less than ten years.
City Courts and Justices' Courts have jurisdiction over petty criminal cases.
are held

jurisdiction over cases in

The

inferior

—

Jn Hudson. A Mayor's Court, held by the Mayor, Recorder,
and Aldermen, or the Mayor and Recorder jointly or singly
a Justice^ Court, held by 2 Justices. One Police Justice
;

elected.

—

New

York. The Superior Court, consisting of a Chief
Justice and 6 Justices the Court of Common PUas, composed of 3 Justices; the Marine Court, composed of 3
Justices; the Court of Oyer and Terminer, held by a
Justice of the Supreme Court; the Court of General Sessions, held by the Recorder or City Judge; the Court of
Special Sessions, held by the Recorder or City Judge without a jury Police Ouurts, held by Special Justices in 4
separate districts; and Justices' or district Courts, held
in 6 separate districts.
In Oswego. A Recorder's Court, held by the Recorder, or, in
his absence, by the Mayor or any two Aldermen a Court
of Special Sessions, held by the Recorder. Two Justices

In

;

;

—

;

elected.

—

In Poughkeepsie. Justices' and Police Courts.
In Poche.'^ttr. Justices' and Police Courts. Three Justices of
the Peace and 1 Police Justice elected.
In Schenectady. Justices' and Police Courts. Four Justices

—

—

elected.

—Justices'

and Police Courts. Three Justices of
the Peace and 1 Police Justice elected.
In Troy. A Mayor's Court, held by the Mayor, Recorder, and
Aldermen, or the Mayor and Recorder jointly, or either
singly. Practically it is held by the Recorder a Justices'
In Syracuse.

—

;

Court, held

by 3 Justices elected for the purpose.
Recorder's Court, held by the Recorder; a Court
of Special Sessions, held by the Recorder and 2 Aldermen.
Four Justices and 1 Police Justice elected.
1
By an act passed April 14, 1852, the supervisors may determine whether this shall be a salaried oflBce, and may fix the comIn

Utica.

—A

pensation. In the absence of such action, the District Attorney
is paid by fees.
2
Constitution., Art. X, Sec. 1. From 1777 to 1822 sheriffs wore
appointed annually by the Governor and Council, and could not
hold the ofSce more than 4 successive years. They have bc«D
elected since 1822.
3 In towns the duties of the office are
performed by justices of
the peace. Special commissioners for this service were appointed
in the several cos. by the Council of Appointment under the first
Constitution, and by the Governor and Senate under the Constitution of 1821. The Governor may appoint, for a term of 4 years,
any number of persons not exceeding 5, in any city or co. of other
States and of Canada, to take acknowledgments of instruments
or conveyances to bo recorded in this State. The consuls, viceconsuls, and ministers of the U. S. in foreign countries, the
mayors of London, Liverpool, and Dublin, the provost of Edinburgh, and persons appointed by the Governor, not exceeding
3 in each of the cities of London, Liverpool, Glasgow, Paris, and
Marseilles, may also perform this duty, and administer oaths or
affirmations substantiating proofs to documents requiring to bo
recorded or to be produced in evidence within this State.
* In
1829, CO. clerks were required to report to the Secretary
of State a transcript of all convictions and the sentences thereon.
The intention of this act was to establish evidence in case of the
trial of the same person for a second offense, in which the punishment for the same crimes is enhanced in severity. In 1837, the
Secretary of State was required to report a statement of all convictions reported under this act, and annually afterward to lay
before the Legislature a like summary. In 1839, sheriffs were
also required to report the name, occupation, age. sex, and native
country of every person convicted, and such other information
as might indicate degree of education, the effect of home influences, and such other details as might be required. Under the
administration of E. W. Leavenworth, the statistica of crime
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ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT.
Under the head of the Administrative Department are classed the

officers charged with the
general administration of the affairs of canals, of State prisons, of the salt springs, of academic and
common school education, and other public interests, each of which is particularly noticed elsewhere.

It also includes

a variety of other

Tlic County Treasurer

offices,

the principal of which are as follows

:

—

charged with the duty of receiving all moneys collected by tax, or
otherwise payable into the county treasury, of paying all orders issued by the Supervisors, and of
accounting to the Comptroller of the State for such moneys as are due to the State treasury. He
and in case of vacancy the office is filled by appointment of the Superis required to give bonds
visors until the January following the next general election.
Superintendents of tlie Poor have charge of the county poor and of the poorhoiises,
is

;

The Supervisors may elect to have 1 or 3 superintendents.
unless otherwise provided by law.
several of the counties, special laws exist with regard to this office.^

Commissioners of Excise
Justices, except in

the Court of

Common Pleas,

;

by the County Judge and the two Associate
Superior Court, the presiding Judge of
and the Recorder, have the appointing power. They meet annually on
are appointed

New York, where the Chief Justice of the

the third Tuesday of
fixed by law.
This
tion for a license

In

May,

to

grant licenses for selling liquors and keeping inns under restrictions

was created April 16, 1857. Twenty freeholders must unite in a petiand the same person can sign but one petition. Licenses cost $30 to $250
office

each.
from the first reports to, and including, 1854 were pnbllshed, Fr., 49; Spain, 6; Italy, 13; Portugal, 6; Sweden, 10; Norway,
which gave the following results
2; other European countries, 18 Africa, 26; E. I., 8; unknown,
New Tork State Prismi received from 1798 to 1827 inclusive, 152 crimes against the person, 280 against property, with vio8.879 prisoners died, 765; escaped, 25; sentence expiated, 1.262; lence, 291; without violence, 4,016; forgery, and against the curpardoned. 3.160; removed, 348 natives of N.H., 99; Vt.,114; rency, 728. Sentence varied from 7 mo. to life, the most being
Mass.. 392; R.I., 110; Ct.,391; N.Y.. 2.426; N.J., 314; Penn., as follows 1 year, 242 2 years, 259 3 years, 581 3 years 1 day,
234; Del., 21; Md.,75; Va.,69; other States, 43 B.A.,87; W.I., 278; 4 years, 604: 5 years, 764; 7 years, 820; 10 years, 294; 14
:

—

;

:

;

:

:

:

;

;

;

141; S.A.,12; Eng.,247; Ire., 655; Scot, 79; Ger.,58; Hoi., 22;

years, 239;

Convictions in Courts of Record

life,

603.

from 1830

to

1856.

;
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State Assessors.

—The object of the

to collect the

offi^^e is
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necessary statistics

the

among

Board of Equalization to equalize the State tax among the several
counties, and fix the amount of real and personal estate upon which the State tax shall be levied.
The Assessors are appointed by the Government and Senate, and hold ofiicc for three years.
The Board of Equalization consists of the Commissioners of the Land Office, and the
State Assessors. It meets at Albany on the first Tuesday of September of each year, for the purseveral counties to enable the

pose of equalizing the taxes, &c.
In most counties a distinction is made between town and
county poor, the former including those who have gained a residence; and this distinction may bo made or not, at the option of
the Board of Supervisors. Temporary relief may be extended
in cases where the pauper cannot be removed, or for other

be maintamed and employed at the county charge, and that
children at suitable ages should be put out to some useful trade.
An act was accordingly passed Nov. 27, 1S24, authorizing the
establishment of county poorhouses. In most of the counties
such institutions were established within a few years. They
were located upon farms, which were designed to be worked, as
far as practicable, by the Inmates. The towns in Queens and
Suffolk counties have mostly town poorhouses, and in these there
The county of
are no county establishments of this kind.
Albany supports its poor at the city almshouse.

Statistics

causes satisfactory to the Superintendents. Towns may vote at
town meetings the sum estimated to be necessary for the support
of their own poor.
The following tables and summaries are from the last annual
Report of the Secretary of State

of Poorhouses and of the Support of the Poor, for

is
S"'

Counties.

^°
sis

Sis

"

Cayuga

183
130
200
96

Chautauqua...

171.8

Chemung

175
172
90
204^
118
200
106
154
100
162
86
134
130

Allegany
Cattaraugus

..

Chenango
Clinton

Columbia
Cortland
Delaware
Dutchess
Erie
Essex
Franklin
Fulton
Genesee

Greene
Hamilton

Herkimer
Jefferson

65
107

Kings
Lewis

"59

Livingston....

Madison

Monroe
Montgomery..

118
172
134
150

New York

V.

s°'ii'^

^ I ^ '^ 2--SO

a.

2

16,000
14,000
400,000
3,500
18,000
16,500
40,375
7,500

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

00
00

200
200

$1 02
59
1 12
83
787
894
72
89
1 09
72
90
1 00
70
1 00
42

500 00
600 00

""'662
685

742 90
500 00
1,500 00
200 00
700 00

'i'io"

$250
200
200
800
2,524

449
250
1,000
"

180
250

00
00
75
00
00
00

3,500

60
00
00
00
00
00
16
00

2,778
4,106

246
109

'120'

150
36i
212
267
107
60
170
196

Onondaga
Ontario

Orange
Orleans

Oswego
Otsego

Putnam

12,000
8,100
16,000
21,200
25,000
10,113
4,350
15.350

'60

00
00
00
00
75
00
00
10,000 00

Rensselaer....

"144"

Richmond

125
47
130
200
113
110

.

Saratoga
Schenectady ..
Schoharie
Schuyler
Seneca
Steuben
Suffolk
Sullivan

Tioga

Tompkins
Ulster

Warren
Washington...

Wayne
Westchester

Wj'oming
Yates
Total

'

"i'si

""ioi

250
136

"312

172
386

1,771
1,292

'sjgis

5,"9'l5

223

136
56

44
84
112
175

66
117

97
21
4,908
1,464

1.015
29.881

37,730

48

126
286
'i's'ss

66
17
4,656

'2,817

70

4,614

1,063

1,380 00

'3,986

8,102
2,460
2,753
1,679

700 00
1,500 00
375 00
500 00

985

..

l'26i

200
100
60
100
140
200
174
193
165
111
123
7,208.8

29,000
21,000
11,000
7,200
6,000
8,000
5,000

66
00
00
00
00
00
00

16,000 00
10,000 00
1,500
6,000
6,000
9,000
2,500
12,000
7,620
35.500
5,000
5,500

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

600
800
700
500
300
128
100

48
45
805
737
94
94
77

00
00
00
00
00
00
00

300 00
275 00

3,330

492

342

'"555

""isi

36

966

3,578

3,986
1,642

1,881

|

$ 90.5

449

384
505
403
57
144

206
359
113

1.535

297

160
1,164

""417
49

870
225
296
657
148

1,280

1,191

2,047

82
2,629
1.335
1.312
170
65

666
61
70
66

103,499

23,205

1,175

56
350
240
99

|

636
2,499

2,931

855
00
00
83
84
72
70
49
60
275
018
801
96

200 00
7.50 00
500 00
600 00
100 00
755 00
325 00
1,150 00
150 00
200 00

|$1,059,3.39 66 1$29,4S4 66

2,830

14
42
58

3,687
7,062
3,538
2,402
1,330
510

865
747
63

07

300 00

'i,'7'3'3

During the year 1858, 38,582 were admitted, 38,400 were diachaiged, 1,007 absconded, 849 were born, 2,584 died, and 646 were
bound oat.

453

'2.832

1,163

'""89

207.207

2,695
1,316
3.701
3,079
3,178

65
48

47

41

"2.'422

"e'l

01
14
47
58
53
19
6,362 84

62
300 00
20.474 90
2,273 45
2,94.8

1,489 11

68

2,192 46

46
400 00

250 00
100 00
15.219 04

10,1.59

10
95
66
41
62
37
62

11.960
32,110
561
4,094
11,781
28,815
13.3.30

10
80
67
82
93
35
97

139,731
7,552
31,298
40,384
7,065
10,755
4,140
43,199
3.974
2,590
2.2S7
30,754
3.496
2,417
13,944

22..303 15
16,172 00
9,457 82
3,099 07
6,990 24
7,460 42
7,174 72

2,471 70
3.547 87

3,918
4,420
12,00s
3,357
3,040
3,271
6.721
1.241
4.051
8.887
15.981
3.416
3.102

922 00

76

6,795
9,288
3,781
5,126 74
4.702 40
1,388 84

•

$2,675
8,250
6,136
16,968
6,846
6.513
1,078

79
44

7.399
6,440
146,499
3,564
4,630
6,954
18,432
9,680
351,152
5,322
13,271

89
89
79
03

67
47

26
01
2.3

88
00
54
98
65

84
80
09
10
99
70
53
75
00
42
21
38

2.156 49
4,510 44
1,400 00

4,019
5,729
4,260
4,132

73
07
00
93

81
15

6,452 06
647 5.1

72
75
40
78
09
02
80

9,791
2.368
6.391
8.280

$884,119 78

«-.SS

36
92
49
36
149 98
620 22
112 «9

$607,271 50

$8,555
11,977
8,861
26,361
10,941
9,364
5,075
9,438
12,158
5,373
6,045
16,265
55,503
4,968
2,804
4,623
5,272
3,428

500
22,618
18,401
178,610
4,125
8,724
18,735
47,248
23,010
490,883
12.875
44,570
60,544
13,861
20,043
7,922
48,326
8,677
3.979
24,590
46,926
12,954
5,516
20,943
7,460
9,331
6.982
4,947
7.938
10,149
16,268
7,489
9,498
3,918
16,513
3,610
10,442
17,168

09
02
58
68
23
01
52
86
15
13
55
09
63
92
90

44
14
46
00
14
62
13
67

63
60
60
76
64
78

32
66
73
44
07

73
10
37

90
00
24
28

62
42
21
14
87
62

96
79
96
87

66
08
67
89

14

16,1,31 07

4.036 24
8,275 49
$1,491..391 28

— Males, 6,219; Females, 7.203;

total,

Foreigners, 6,603; Lunatics, 1,838; Idiots, 4.37 Mutes,
Foreigners, 58,709 Limatics, 2,408 ;

Temporarily Relieved.
Idiots, 595 ; Mutea, 52.
36.

44
21

33
02
15
52
93
15,965 09
35,028 73

Supported in Poorhouse.
13,422.

68
01

3,997
3,076
12,158
2.950
3.096

2,585

'665

""si"
1 00
915

1,000 00

$5,879
3,727
2,725
9,393
5.094
2,850

271
'3J7'25

2,738

Queens

Rockland
St. Lawrence

223
1,178

"219

160

76
2 22
93
74
1 035
70
1 637

"'35006
400 00

223

243
1.335

»<.«

^S^

life
$10,000
8,000
6.500
20,000
12,000
13,000
5,000
3,000
36,000
6,800
5,000
15,000
49,091
4,500
4,639
8,000
8,000
10,000

1858.
o'i'3 eje
S £ S §,"2

li6,'822

Niagara
Oneida

1,

«o

lis
Broome

ending Dec.

a.
i.

g O

the year

1^

§-8

I

—

:

—

;

;
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l<oan Commissioners' are appointed in each county by the Governor and Senate, except in
Onondaga, where they are elected. They are paid J to f of one per cent, on all moneys loaned,
and are obliged to give bonds and report annually to the Comptroller.
Scliool Commissioners are elected one in each Assembly District, and under certain
circumstances another may be added. They are required to examine and grant certificates to
teachers, visit schools, apportion the public moneys, and report to the Superintendent of Public
The Board of Supervisors in the counties have the power of arranging the several
Instruction.
commissioner districts and of increasing the salary of the commissioners above $500. All cities,
and many villages, are under special laws with regard to schools, and are more or less exempt
from the jurisdiction of County School Commissioners.^
Sealers of Weiglits and Measures are appointed for the State and for each county and
town. The State Superintendent has an office at Albany, and he furnishes to the several counties
and towns standard sets of weights and measures.' The County Sealer keeps the Standards
Children under 16,— Males, 2,776; Females, 3,045. Total, 5,821.
Number of children instructed, 3,219. Arerage 8 months in
the year.
Nativities of Persons relieved in 1S5S.

United States
Ireland

45,174
42.212
12,001
4:i83

-

Germaoy
England
Canada
France
Scotland

„

Total

Causes of Pauperism, as far as
ascertained.

Intemperance direct
Children of intemperate parents..
Wives with intemperate hus-

bands
Total intemperance

Debauchery
Debauchery of parents..
Idleness

Vagrancy
Idiocy

Lunacy
Blindness

Lameness
Sickness
Decrepitude
Old age
Total from

all

Males.

causes reported..

Female'!.

T'tal.

1,995
1.094
1,268

59,570
50,504
16,173
3.371
2,013
1.995
1,068

104,744
92,716
28.774
7,554
4,008
3,089
2,336

108,527

134,694

243,221

Males.

STATE GOVERNMENT.
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furnished by the State, and is required to have them compared with the State Standard once in 3
The Town Sealer is required to examine all weights and measures in use once a year.'
years.
Tlic
of cities arc administrative officers i>f State laws and executive officers of city

Mayors

ordinances.
offices for

They are

elected annually, except in

Albany and

New

York, where they hold their

two years.

Tlie Supervisors of towns are administrators of the general laws relating to towns.
Tlie President a.nd Trustees of villagreshaveoharge of every thing pertaining
welfare of their respective localities within the limits of the charter of incorporation.
Trustees of School I>istricts are the officers recognized by law to whom
the administration of the school laws within their districts.

Turnpike Inspectors

is

to the

intrusted

are appointed in every county in which there are turnpikes, the
They are 3

acts of incorporation of which do not require the appointment of special inspectors.
to 5 in number, and must have no interest in any turnpike in the State.

Plank Road Inspectors

are appointed in every county having plank roads.

Their duties

and they are chiefly intended to protect
are analogous to those of the inspectors of turnpikes
the public against the collection of tolls when plank roads are unsafe or difficult to travel from
;

neglect or other cause.

have the power of directing repairs, laying out and
of
altering roads, discontinuing old roads, and of ordering new bridges to be built and kept in renair.^
They must annually divide the towns into road districts, and assign such inhabitants to vipork
upon them as they may deem proper ; and they must deposit an accurate description of all new

Commissioners

roads in the

Town

Highways

Clerk's office for record.

Overseers of Highways,

or

"

Pathmasters," have charge of road

1 The statute defines the State Standard of Weights and Measures to be the same as that approved bj- Congress June 14, 1836,
and furnished by the U. S. to the States in 1842. The set furnished consisted of a yard, seta of Troy and avoirdupois weights,
the wine gallon and the half bushel ami their subdivisions.
The unit of length and sirrface, from -wliich all other measures
of extension are derived, whether linear, superficial, or solid, is
the yard, which is divided into 3 feet of 12 inches each, except
for cloths or other articles sold by the yard, when it may be
divided into halves, eighths, and sixteenths. The rod contains
6i yards, and the mile 1,760 yards; the acre is 160 square rods;
the chain for land surveying is 22 yards long and subdivided
into 100 links; the Troy pound is to the avoirdupois as 5,760 to
7,000, the one containing 12 and the other 16 ounces; lOOlbs.
avoirdupois form a hundredweight, and 2,0001bs. a ton. All
measures of capacity not liqmd are derived from the half bushel,
the subdivisions of which are obtained by dividing repeatedly
by 2. Coal, ashes, marl, manure, corn in the ear, fruit, and
roots, are sold by heap measure.
The Standards now in use do not vary essentially from those
established by the State Government before standards were furnished by the U. S. As formerly defined, the unit of linear measure was the yard, which bore the ratio of 1,000,000 to 1,086,140,
to a pendulum beating seconds in a vacuum at the temperature of melting ice at Columbia College. A cubic foot of water
at its maximum density in vacuo was declared equal to 1000
ounces avoirdupois. The liquid gallon to contain 81b3., and the
dry gallon lOlbs., of distilled water at its greatest density and
mean pressure at sea level.

Weights of articles per bushel as fixed by Standard.
ARTICLES.

districts.'
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SUMMARY OF THE SEVERAL
Total

Tears

No. in

in

State.

Office.

of

Office.

March

United States Senators
Representatives in Congress.,

STATE, COUNTY,

Commence'
ment of term,
4.

33

STATE OFFICERS.
Legislative

—

State Senators..
Members of Assembly

32

January

1.

128

Executive —

Governor

1
1

Lieutenant Governor
Secretary of State
Comptroller
Treasurer
Attorney General
State Engineer and Surveyor...

—

JCDICI-U,
Judges of tlie

1
1
1

1
1

Court of Appeals'*

Justices of the Supreme Court
Clerk of the Court of Appeals..

33
1

Date of appt.

State Reporter

Administrative

—

fSupt. of Public Instruction...
\ Regents of the University' ...
Supt. of Banking Department..
Inspectors of State Prisons

Canal Commissioners
Auditor of Canal Department..
Canal Appraisers

1

19

3
3

1

3
3

3
3
3

1

3

3
No. in

State Assessors

COUNTY OFFICERS.

each Co.

County Judge

1

4

Surrogate (in certain counties)
Special Judges and Surrogates"

1
1

4

Justices of Sessions

2

1

District Attorney
Sheriff

1
1
4
1

3
3
3
3
3

1
for

loaning

moneys of the U. S
School Commissioners'*
Superintendents of the Poor....

2
1 or 3

Commissioners of Excise

3

County Sealer of Weights and
Measures

1

Notaries Public

i

Turnpike Inspectois'....
Plank Road Inspectors
.

TOWN

OFFICERS.

1

1

Date of Appt.

January

1.

6
Date of Appt.

2

Date of Elec.

lto5

Constables*
Assessors'

3
1

Collector

Overseers of the Pooc
Commissioners of Highways...
Overseers of Highways

!

lor 2
1 or

3

1 to each

road

dis.

Indef.

Pound Masters
and

Measures

SCHOOL DIST. OFFICERS.

Librarian

Tues.Aug
January 1.

3

is

Justices of the Peace

Collector

Ist

2

3 to 18

Inspectors of Election/

Trustees*
District Clerk

1.

ea. tow7i.

Supervisor

Sealer of Weights

January

3

Indef.

Fixed by
Gov.
3
3
No. in

Town Clerk

Town

1.

Indef.

Supt. of Weights and Measures

Coroners
Treasurer
County Clerk
Commissioners

January

Date of appt.

No. in
each dist.
lor 3
1
1
1

1

AND TOWN OFFICERS.

PRISONS.
For a great number of offenses criminals are sentenced to be confined at \ahov for different
periods of time, and the State has provided prisons at several places for the security of these
offenders against law.^ The principal of these are the three State Prisons, an Asylum for Insane
and several penitentiaries and jails.
is located upon a lot of 10 acres near the center of the
city of
Auburn. It consists of the prison proper, containing 800 cells and a large number of workshops,
Tlie Sins' Sing State Prison is located upon
all surrounded by a high and strong wall.
Convicts, two Houses of Refuge,

The Auburn State Prison

It contains a prison for males and
lot of 130 acres upon the Hudson, in the village of Sing Sing.
another for females, the latter the only one in the State. It has an aggregate of 1,000 cells and a
great variety of workshops.^ Tlie Clinton State Prison is situated upon a lot of 250
acres in the town of Dannemora. About 25 acres are inclosed within the walls of the prison. It

a

contains workshops, forges, and furnaces, and has an aggregate of 39G cells.'
The general supervision of the State Prisons is intrusted to a Board of 3 Inspectors, one of
whom is elected each year for a term of three years.* They appoint all the officers of the several
prisons and renew them at pleasure.* The discipline of the several prisons is rigid and uniform,
and all convicts are treated alike, irrespective of their former standing in society or of the crimes

The rules for the general conduct of prisoners are rigidly enforced.
of which they are convicted.
In the administration of discipline a leading object is to secure the reform of the criminal and his
return to society with regular and industrious habits and correct moral principles.® All convicts
in health are required to labor in shops by day, under rigid supervision, and without exchanging
words or looks with each other or with those who may visit the prison. They observe strict

upon all occasions when not addressed by some person allowed the privilege. In passing
and from the cells, shops, and dining rooms, they march in close single columns, with their

silence
to

JBy an act of March 26, 1796, John Watts, Matthew Clarkson,
leaac Sloatenburgh, Thomas Eddy, and John Murray, jr. were
appointed commissioners to build a State prison in New York
City. This prison, styled "Kewgate," was located on a lot of 9
acres on the Hudson, at the foot of Amos St. with its principal
front on Greenwich St. It was 204 feet long, and from each
end a wing extended to the river. It had 54 rooms, each for 8
persona, and cost 1208,846. It was opened Nov. 25, 1797, and
continued in use until May, 1828, when it was sold. Convicts
were employed in shoe and naU making and other work in
leather and iron, and as carpenters, tailors, weavers, spinners,
and gardeners. A second prison was ordered, in 1796, to be
built at Albany, but the act was repealed in 1797. The limited
accommodations and wretched moral influences of the New
York prison led to the ordering of another prison, in 1816, wliich
was located at Auburn. The south wing was completed in
1818, and in 1819 the north wing was ordered to be fitted up
with single cells. The prison was enlarged in 1824.
2 An act
passed March 7, 1824, ordered a prison to be erected
at Sing Sing. Work was begun May 14, 1825, and the prison
was finished in 1829, with 800 cells, to which 200 were added in
1830. It was finally completed in 1831. The grounds here
occupy 130 acres, and include marble quarries, upon which it
was designed to employ the convicts. The State Hall at Albany
is built of magnesian marble or dolomite quarried and dressed
at this prison. The prison for females is built of rough marble
in the Ionic style of architecture. It stands on elevated ground
and is entirely distinct from the male prison in its offices and
management. Previous to its erection, in 1835-40, female convicts were kept by tlie city of New York at their prison at
Bellevue, at an annual cost to the State of flOO each.
8 Clinton Prison was
built, in 1844-45, under the direction of
Ransom Cook, with the design of employing convicts in iron

mining and manufacture.
* These
Inspectors must visit all the State prisons four times
a year, in company, inspect their management, discipline, and
financial affairs, keep minutes of their proceedings, and report
annually to the Legislature. They establish rules for the observance of the officers of the prisons, and may examine
witnesses. One prison is assigned to each Inspector for three
months, and he is required to spend at least one week in each
month at the prison in special charge, and to inform himself
minutely concerning its details. The Inspectors are successively
changed to other prisons. Inspectors can make no appointments of relations within the 3d degree, and they can have no
interest in contracts.

V, &c.
6

4.

The

1.

An

Their salary

is

$1600.

— Constitution, Art.
—

each prison consist of the following:
Agent, or Warden, who is the principal fiscal officer of

officers of

the prison. He receives a salary of $1,250 to $1,500, and is required to give a bond of $25,000.
2. A Principal Keeper, who has charge of police regulations
and discipline of the prison, and must live upon the premises.
He keeps a journal of every infraction of rules, records, punishments, complaints, &c., and reports monthly to the Inspectors.
Salary, $
3. Keepers under the direction of the Principal are
appointed,
not to exceed 1 for every 25 prisoners. Salary, $
.

4.

A

Clerk,

who

records all

commitments and discharges,

keeps the accounts, and reports annually to the Secretary of
State. Salary, S1,000 at Sing Sing and $900 at the other prisons.
6. The Chaplain visits prisoners in their cells, devotes a stated
time each Sabbath to religious services, keeps the prison library,
and allows the use of books, under proper regulations, and is
expected to counsel and assist convicts in the formation of
settled resolutions for reform upon leaving the prison.
Through
him they may obtain whatever is allowed of correspondence
with friends. Salary, $900.
6. A Physician and Surgeon, who has
charge of the Hospital
and attends at all times when his services are required. Salary,
$700 at Sing Sing and $600 at the other prisons.
7. Instructors, of which there are 2 each at Auburn and
Sing
Sing, 1 at Clinton, and 1 at the Female Prison, who give all necessary instruction to the prisoners in their several occupations.
8. A Store Keeper, who has general charge of the provisions
and clothing and other property belonging to the prison.
9.
Guard, under the command of a sergeant, who are
stationed in the prison and upon the walls to prevent escapes.
The number of privates is 20 at Auburn, 25 at Clinton, and 30
at Sing Sing. They are armed and equipped from the State
arsenals, and are held legally justified if they ehoot down
prisoners attempting to escape.
10.
Matron, who has charge of the Female Prison. Assistant
matrons are appointed, not to exceed 1 for every 25 prisoners.
6
Solitary confinement without labor was tried at Auburn in
1821, but with the most unhappy results, and in 1823 the
present system was adopted upon the suggestion of Capt. Elam
Lynds and John D. Cray. Capt. Lynds deserves particular
notice from the energy and firmness ^vith which he brought
his favorite system into successful operation and to a degree of
perfection scarcely conceivable to one who had not witnessed it.
This plan has been adopted in many prisons and has received
the name of the "Auburn System." The labor not required in
the domestic affairs of these prisons is hired upon contract to
manufacturers, who put up the requisite machinery and employ
agents and foremen to superintend the work. Willful violation
of the rules is punished by the lash, ball and chain, yoke,
strait jacket, shower bath, dark cell, and similar means.

A

A

41
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faces turned to the side

Their shops have narrow openings in
be seen without the possibility of knowing it. They are conand guards with woolen socks tread silently around their cells at
their keeper walks.

on which

the walls, through which they
fined at night in solitary cells

may
;

hours of the night. The fare
costume peculiar to the prison.^

all

An Asylum for Insane

is

abundant, but coarse

Convicts

is

and

;

located at

all convicts are

required to wear a

Auburn, in the rear of the prison.

It is

under the general charge of a medical superintendent.^

Tlie WevF York.

House of Refuge,

situated

upon Randalls Island, near

New York

a State and
Western
of
House
located
a
farm of 42J
institution.'
a
Refuge,
upon
city
partly
acres in Rochester, is another juvenile establishment of a similar kind. It is entirely under State
under rigid discipline and the inmates receive instruction in
patronage. These institutions are
the elementary branches of education during certain hours of the day, and are required to labor
City, is

an establishment

for the

reformation of juvenile offenders.

It is partly

The

;

during certain other hours. The New York institution was established in 1824, and receives both
The Rochester institution was started in 1849, and receives boys only.*
sexes.

Tlie Prison Association of ]¥e^v York was formed Dec. 6, 1844, and incorporated May 9,
1846.

It

has for

its

objects the amelioration of the condition of prisoners, whether detained for
witnesses; the improvement of prison discipline and of the govern-

trial or finally convicted, or as

of prisons, whether for cities, counties, or States ; and the support and encouragement of
reformed convicts after their discharge, by affording them the means of obtaining an honest livelihood and sustaining them in their efforts at reform.* The association is supported entirely by

ment

private contribution.

The members pay $10 annually.

The payment

STATISTICS OF STATE PRISONS.

of $25 constitutes a

member

MILITARY.

43

of $100, an honorary member of the Executive Committee for life, and $500 a life patron.
The
the interests of prisoners of their sex.
department, consisting of ladies, has in charge
to the LegLslaservices.
their
no
for
receive
of
association
usually
report
the
They
pay
managers
York.
ture annually; but no reports were made in 1856 and 1858. Office, 15 Center Street, New
for life

;

A

MILITARY.
The Governor

is

Commander-in-

Chief of the land and naval forces
of the State. In time of peace the

"P

supervision of the militia and military establishments is intrusted to
the Adjutant General, who has
an office of record at the capital,
issues,

under his

seal, all military

commissions, keeps a register of
the names and residences of the
militia throughout the State, issues all orders on
behalf of the Commander-in-Chief, prescribes the manner of
reporting from the several subordinate divisions, and reports the
officers of

—

|j

—

thus obtained through the Governor to the Legislature annually.^ He has the rank of brigadier general ; and
The militia of the State
his assistant has the rank of colonel.

statistics

composed of 8 divisions, 26 brigades, and 62 regiments,
embracing 220 companies of infantry, 126 of artillery, 41 of
'^
cavalry, 37 of rifles, and a total of 18,107 officers and privates.*
All able-bodied white male citizens between the ages of 18 and 45, not exempt by law, are
is

1

OFFICERS OF THE

NEW YORK

STATE MILITIA.

Major Generals

&^ tn

26

Brigadier Generals..

O o

Adjutant General
Assistant Adjutant General....

.

< <! ei
6- ts <
3 M i
5 Z w

Division Inspectors (Colonels)..
Brigade Inspectors (Majors)....
Adjutants (Lieutenants)..

1
1

8
23
57

1

Inspector General

Commissary General

5 -d
s
X d 6S
/>«-<
2 W
W
£ >^
WQ
S
ft.

Assistant Commissary General.

6^
a
<

[^
f^

0.

«
o t^

n

'^

Engineer-in-Chief
Division Engineers (Colonels)
Brigade Engineers (Majors)

Regimental Engineers (Captains)..

Judge Advocate General

1
7

25
50
1

WHO.
O

Division Judge Advocates (Colonels)..

8

^^

Brigade Judge Advocates (Majors)....,

25

l^

O H

Z.-"

B

Q
•

ES J
td <; «
"^
o 0^
H
S
p K «
ft<

« m
^

<J OJ
CO M ^
Pi <
^

H J EH
S -f es
•t n -^
M 0a
5 Z H

Surgeon General
Hospital Surgeons (Colonels)....
Surgeons (Captains)
Surgeon's Mates (Lieutenants)..

1
7

22
52

Quartermaster General
Division Quartermasters (Lieut. Cols.)
Brigade Quartermasters (Captains)
Regimental Quartermasters (Lieutenants).

1
5
25
38

PajTnaster General
Division Paymasters (Majors)
Brigade Paymasters (Captains)

1
5
21

Regimental Paymasters (Lieutenants).,

54

Aids-de-Camp

-
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enrolment is made annually by the assessors.^
liable to military duty.
chosen by election ;* excepting major generals and the Commissary General,

An

Militia officers are

who

are appointed

by the commanding officer of the forces
by
The Adjutant General, Judge Advocate General, Quartermaster
to which they are attached.^
and one Instructor of Artillery
General, Paymaster General, Surgeon General, Engineer-in-Chief,
and one of Cavalry to each division, are appointed by the Governor.*
Arsenals. An arsenal is provided for each division of the Militia, and an armory for each
and supervision of the military property of the State is intrusted
regiment. The general custody
to the Commissary General, who has his office in New York, and reports annually through the
the Governor and Senate.

Governor

Staff officers are appointed

to the Legislature.*

1 The laws of the V. S. exempt from military service the Vice
President, the Judicial and Executive officers of the Government of the U. S., members and officers of both Houses of Conofficers and stage
gress, customhouse officers and clerks, post
drivers in charge of mails, ferrymen on post roads, inspectors
The State
sea
service.
in
actual
mariners
and
of exports, pilots
and
exempts, besides the above, persons in the army and navy
of
therefrom,
sect,
every
those honorably discharged
preachers
commissioned officers and privates of uniformed companies who
have resigned after seven years' service, and certain firemen.
All others may commute by paying 50 cts. annually, except in
Kings and New York cos. and the cities of Albany and Buffalo,
where the commutation is fixed at "5 cts.
These moneys are paid to the collectors of taxes and applied
to the military fund,— from which the officers and men of regiments are paid, from $1.25 to $1, according to rank, for every
or reday's military service. Persons going to, remaining at,
turning from military duty are exempt from arrest upon civil
33
State
contained
process. Previous to the act of 1846, the

divisions, 66 brigades, 272 regiments,

numbered
militia

141.436 officers

had been as

and

ijaen.

and 1836 companies, and
The number of enrolled

follows, at different periods

:

—

MILITARY.
Tbc

fortifications '^Tithin the State

are

although several of them were built by the State of

ment of the Revolutionary
New

the ordnance arms in the hands of the troops and
in the arsenals of the State on the 1st day of January, 1859.

Summary of

itzers

Mountain howitzers
Flint muskets and bayo-

101

3

222
340

Musquetoous

5

Carbines
Cavalry sabres
Artillery sabres

7

Artillery swords

13

Cartridge

boxes

1,337
1,188
1,344

and
10,744

plates

nets
671
Percussion muskets and
11,975
bayonets
563
Flint rifles
Percussion rifles
1,365
114
Flint pistols
2,254
Percussion pistols

Cartridge box belts and
10,813

plates

Bayonet scabbard belts
and plates
9,890
Waist belts and plates... 9,258
7,155
Cap pouches
Pistol holsters

1,553

1 In Feb.
1801, there was due from the State of New York to
tho United States, on account of Revolutionary expenses, the

"2

Forts.

Location.

Throggs Neck
Governors Island

Castle Williams....

South Battery
Fort Gibson
Fort Wood
Fort Richmond
Fort Tompkins

Eiiis Isiaiid. .'.'.'.'.".'.".'.'.'..'.'..

Bedloes Island
Staten Island

Battery, Hudson...
Battery. Morton...
Fort Lafayette

Fort Hamilton
Fort Montgomery.
Fort Ontario
Fort Niagara
Fort Porter

,

for the settle

of S2.074,S46. An Act of Congress, passed February 15,
1799, allowed any State to discharge its debt by payment into
the treasury before April, 1800, or by expending a like amount
mthin five years in the erection of fortifications. New York waa
the only State that chose to extinguish its debt by erecting
defenses upon its own soil ; and a committee of Congress reported
in February, 1801, that no other States had shown any disposition to pay the balances reported against them. The amount
credited to New York was $891,129.31, and the remainder of
the indebtedness was subsequently released. Aitierican State
Papers, Finance, I, 697.
The amount of moneys reduced to specie value received by, or
paid to, the State of New York from the beginning of the Kevoiution to April, 1790, was as follows, in dollars :
Received fi-om State
$1,545,889
Paid to State
822,803

—

—

A

descriptive and historical notice is given of the several fortifications in the localities where they occur. The latest official

summary
below

:

—

that has been published, dated in 1851,

United States Fortifications.

Fort Schuyler
Fort Columbus

the United States

an arrangement

He keeps his ofBce sum

York.

Six pounders
Nine pounders
Twelve pound howitzers
Twenty-four pound how-

owned and supported by

New York under

debt.^

military equipments belonging to the State.
in
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Reef, near

Long
Long Island
Rouses Point

Island..,

,

Oswego

Mouth

of Niagara River,

Black Rock

is

given

LANDS.
The
to

absolute property of all the lands in the State is vested in the respective owners, liable only
escheat and to the reservation of gold and silver mines in such as derive title from Colonial

patents.^

The law prohibits the leasing of agricultural lands for a longer period than twelve years.'* The care
and sale of lands belonging to the State are intrusted to the Commissioners of the Land Office.
These commissioners have also the sole right of dealing with the Indians for the sale and surrender
of reservations, excepting within the territory whereof the pre-emptive right of purchase was ceded
to Massachusetts and is now held by the Ogden Company.
The Commissioners of the L<and Office were created by an act of May 11, 1784,
to carry into execution the promises of bounty lands for Revolutionary services which had been
made by the Legislature in 1780. As now formed, this Board consists of the Lieutenant Governor of
the State, Speaker of Assembly, Secretary of State, Comptroller, Treasurer, Attorney General, and
State Engineer and Surveyor.
The Deputy Secretary of State is ex officio Clerk of the Board, and
the meetings are held in the Secretary's office, upon the call of the Secretary of State.
When State lands are to be sold, they are first surveyed, appraised, and advertised for sale at
auction, and their minimum bid affixed. The lots that remain without a bid are liable to be taken
the first applicant upon payment of one-fourth of the price and giving bonds for the residue.
If they remain unsold any considerable time, they are re-appraised and offered at a lower rate.*
The lands under water in the bays around Long Island are in most cases the property of the

by

townships, by virtue of original patents and the privilege of fishing and taking oysters and clams
is by some towns held as
exclusively belonging to their inhabitants.*
;

1 The Dutch Government sometimes
granted lands in the
Colony without the formalities of Indian purchase but it was
the rule of the English to first extinguish the aboriginal title.
It was customary to apply to the Governor and Council for
leave to purchase. If granted, a treaty was held and an Indian
deed obtained, a warrant was issued to the Surveyor General
for a survey, and the map and field notes were reported. The
Attorney General was then directed to prepare a draft of a
patent, which Was submitted to the Governor and Council, and,
if approved, was engrossed upon parchment, recorded, sealed,
and issued. The fees incident to procuring a patent were important sources of revenue to the officers concerned. Only 1,000
acri's could be granted to one person
but this rule was evaded
by associating great numbers of merely nominal parties and
the officers through whose hands the papers passed were often
;

•

;

;

largely interested in the grants. The Colonial Government in
this respect became exceedingly corrupt, and stood greatly in
need of a reform like that wrought by the Revolution. In a
few isolated cases grants of land were made directly by the
crown, and no records appear in our offices. Of tliis cla-ss was
the Royal Grant to Sir Wm. Johnson, n. of the Mohawk.
Patents for land were generally very formal, and abounded in
repetitions. The grants were "in fee and common socage," as
in the manor of East Greenwich, in the co. of Kent, and included with the laud all " houses, messuages, tenements, erections, and buildings, mills, milldams, fences, inclosures, gardens,
orchards, fields, pastures, common of pastures, meadows.marshes,
Bwamps, plains, woods, underwoods, timber, trees, rivers, rivulets, runs, streams, water, lakes, ponds, pools, pits, brachen,
quarries, mines, minerals, (gold and silver [wholly or in part]
excepted,) creeks, harbors, highways, easements, fishing, hunting, and fowling, and all other franchises, profits, commodities,
and appurtenances whatsoever." This enumeration of rights,
more or less varied, was embraced in all land patents. Colonial
grants were usually conditioned to the annual payment of a
guitrent, at a stated time and place named in the patent. This
payment w.os sometimes due in money, and often in wheat or
other commodity. Others were conditioned to the pajrment of
the skins of animals or a merely nominal article, as simply an
acknowledgment of the superior rights of the grantors. The
quitrents formed an important source of revenue, and, after
the Revolution, became due to the Stiite. In 1786 it was provided that lands subject to these rents might be released upon
payment of arrears, and 14 shillings to every shilling of the
annual dues. Large amounts of land upon which arrears of
quitrents had accumulated were sold from time to time and
laws continued to be passed at frequent intervals for the regulation of these rents until 1824, when an act was p.ossed for the
final sale of all lands which had not been released by commutation or remitted by law. Such lands as then remained unredeemed were allowed to be released by payment of $2.50 to each
shilling sterling due. The last sale took place in March, 1826.
The arrears for quitrents, then amounting to $53,380, were in
1819 taken from the general fund and given in equal portions
to the Literature and School Funds.
;

16

2 This feature was
adopted to prevent the recurrence of antirent difficulties. The Legislature, in 1846, enacted a law providing that all lands previously rented for a life or lives, or for
more than 21 years, should be taxed as the personal property
of the persons receiving the rents, to an extent equal to a sum
that at legal interest would produce the annual rent.
Such
taxes were made payable in the cos. where the lands lay and
this unpleasant encumbrance has largely contributed to reduce
the amount of lands thus held.
3
Unappropriated lands in the counties of Clinton, Essex,
Franklin, Hamilton, Montgomery, Saratoga, St. Lawrence,
Wasliington, and Warren may be sold by the commissioners in
quantities of not less than 160 acres, if already surveyed, at such
price as they may be found worth. If over 1,000 acres, they
may be surveyed and sold for their value, and may not be
assessed at a higher rate for five years. Lands sold under foreclosure of loan mortgages are bid in by the Loan Commissioners
if liable to go for less than the sum due.
They are then sold
by auction, or otherwise, for the best interests of the State,
under the regulations above stated. Land under water may be
conveyed by the Commissioners of the Land Office, under regulations fixed by law. Notice of application for such grants
must be advertised for six weeks in the co. newspaper where the
lands lie, and posted on the courthouse door. These notices
must describe the adjoining lands and give the names of their
owners. Applicants must make affidavit that they intend to
appropriate the lands applied for to commercial purposes. The
CO. judge, or supervisor and town clerk, or two assessors of the
town where the lands lie, must make affidavit that the land is
not more than is necessary for the purposes of commerce, and
that the persons applying arc believed to be bona fide applicants
for the purposes stated. Applicants must also produce an accurate map of the proposed grant and the adjacent lands owned
by them, certified by the oath of a surveyor; and also a correct
description in writing, with courses and distances, and the
soundings for every 50 feet on the exterior line. The map must
show the general course of the shore for a mile each way, and
the particular course at the point applied for, and include all
docks, bulklieads, or other improvements, the names of owners
of lands adjoining, and the width of the channel or ri.ver if less
than two miles. The deduction of title and proof that the lands
belong to the State must also be produced, with claim of owner
ship by the applicant, or by himself and those under whom he
claims. The patent is conditioned to occupation in the mode
agreed upon within
years, and the fees are $5.00. Grants
under the waters of navigable rivers and lakes can only be made
to the owners of the land along the shores; and the commissioners are restricted in their powers so far as relates to
New York City and the Hudson River R. R.
* Around Staten Island the owners of the shores possess the
right of using or leasing the adjacent lands under water for
planting oysters. The custom of granting lands under water
without the restrictions here enumerated has led to serious
encroachments upon the harbor of New York, the details o*
which &re stated on pa^es 418, 419.
;
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are greatly reduced in quantity, and belong to the several permanent funds to

which they have from time

to

time been granted.^

Gospel and Scliool Liands. —Under

an act of 1782, a lot of 400 acres was to be reserved
in each township of the Military Tract for the support of the gospel, and two lots of 200 acres for
schools.^

In each of the Twenty Towns of the Chenango Tract a lot of 250 acres (usually Lot 45) was
reserved for the gospel, and another (Lot 46) of like extent for schools; but these lots were sold
with the lands, and the Canastota Tract, in Sullivan and Lenox, adjoining Oneida Lake, was

and apportioned among the Twenty Towns.'
In each of the Ten Towns on the St. Lawrence a mile square (usually Lot 55) was granted for
gospel and schools, and in some towns was applied in early years to both these objects.*
Besides these grants for schools by the State, land proprietors have in some instances conveyed
In nearly every instance these lands have
certain lots for this purpose, to encourage settlement.
been applied for the benefit of the original townships within which they were granted, and in
their subdivision the local school fund has been equitably divided.
Other lands were subsequently granted, as elsewhere noticed and in 1822 the Constitution gave all the public lands
in 1805-08 given in lieu,

;

not specially appropriated to the school fund.*
1

The quantity now owned forms about 4^ per cent, of that
1823, and compares between the two periods as

held in
follows

:

—

Jan.

Lands belonging to the School Fund
•'
"

Literature

«
"

"

«
«

«

Canal
General
Salt

1,

1823.

991,659.4.

Jan. 1859.
9.463A.

Fund 17.946"

640"

129,769"
«
"

39,269"

"
"
"

"

209"

Total
1,139,374"
49,581"
* These lots were
designated by the supervisors of Onondaga
and Seneca cos., under acts passed in 1796 and 1808, as follows
:

Gospel

and

Oriqinal Township AND ITS

Numbers.

1.
2.

Lysander....
Haanibal....

3.

Cato

4.

Brutus

5.

Camillus....

6.

Cicero

7.

Manlius

8.

Aurelius

9.

10.

Marcellus...

Pompey

11. Romulus....
12. Scipio
13.

Sempronius

14.

TuUy

15.
16.
17.
IS.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Fabius
Ovid
Milton
Locke

Homer
Solon

Hector
Ulysses

23. Dryden
21. Virgil
25. Cincinnatus
26.

Junius

27. Galen
28. Sterling

School

Lands of the Military

Tract.

—
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With certain exceptions^ all property, both real and personal, is liable to taxation whether
owned by individuals or corporations. Real estate is taxed in the town where it lies, unless
adjacent to lands of the same owner or occupant in another town where he resides.
Personal property is taxed where the owner resides, and corporations in the towns where their
taxed to the company and not to the holders. Property
property lies. Stocks of corporations are
may be sold for the payment of taxes, and lands upon which the taxes remain unpaid are returned

by the co. treasurers to the comptroller, and so much of each parcel is sold at stated periods, as is
necessary to pay the taxes, interest, and charges that accrue thereon.^
The pre-emptive title to the lands of the State w. of a meridian passing through the 82d milestone on the Penn. line, was conveyed to Massachusetts, (except a mile strip along the Niagara,) at
a convention held at Hartford, Dec. 16, 1786. These lands amounted to about 6,000,000 acres.
Ten towns of 234,400 acres, in Broome and Tioga cos., called " The Massachusetts Ten Towns," were

same time.
Large tracts of land remained in possession of the government when it became a State. These
and other portions derived from forfeitures, escheats, tax sales, Indian purchases, and foreclosure
of loan mortgages, have been sold in small parcels, as parts of large tracts, having a general name
and system of survey. Sometimes as many patents have been issued for these tracts as they had
lots, and in others many lots have been conveyed to the same person.
The largest grant ever made by the State to citizens was that of Macomb's Purchase, in FrankIt embraced 3,693,755 acres, and
lin, St. Lawrence, Jefferson, Lewis, Herkimer, and Oswego cos.
was patented to Daniel McCormick and Alexander Macomb in 1791-8. The State, in accordance
with Indian treaties, has conveyed sundry tracts, the principal of which are Penet Square, (10 mi.
Others, for
sq.,) in Jefferson co.. and Perache's, Kirkland, and other minor tracts, in Oneida co.
like cause, have been assigned for missions and other specific objects. The Legislature has also by
also conveyed at the

acts directed the land commissioners to convey extensive tracts for the promotion of roads, railand canals, colleges, academies, schools, and other institutions, and to reward military or

roads,

Of the

other services to the State.

latter class

Steuben, in 1786.

was a grant of 16,000
•

acres in Oneida co. to

Baron

Of patents to citizens not included in either of the preceding lists, the principal are Scriba's
500,000 acres in Oswego and Oneida cos. Adgate's, Coxe's, Machin's, Oothoudt's, Remsen's, Dean's,
and other tracts in Oneida Vrooman's, Noble's, &c. in Herkimer and Watkins & Flint's in Chemung and adjoining counties. Numerous grants of land to communities, with privileges of gov;

;

;

made upon Long Island, and in the counties bordering upon the Hudson, which will
be specially noticed in the localities to which they refer.
Several of the cities have special laws for the sale of real estate for taxes, and such sales
are made under the direction of the fiscal officer of the corporation. All other tax sales occur at
Albany once in three years, and are duly advertised by the Comptroller and in each co. by such
ernment, were

newspapers as are designated by the supervisors.
1 The real estate not
subject to taxation comprises property
belonging to the State and United States; buildings and
for
uses
owned by counties, cities, villages,
public
grounds
and towns colleges, academies, and incorporated eeminarles
churches, school houses, and the property of corporations for
reform of offenders; public libraries; bank stock owned by
State and by literary and charitable societies Indian reservations, and the property of Indians living thereon; the property
of clergymen to the extent of §1,500 each, and property not
liable to sale under execution for debt. Tlie last named includes (if owned by householders) a spinning wheel, a loom,
stoves put up or in use. the family Bible, family pictures, and
school books in use, books not exceeding SoO in value, a seat or
pew in church, ten sheep with their fleeces, and the yarn or
cloth made therefrom, one cow, two swine, and their necessary
;

;

;

food, all necessary pork, beef, fish, flour, and vegetables provided for family use, and fnel for 60 days, all necessary wearing
apparel, beds, bedsteads, and bedding for the family, arms and
accouterments required by law to he kept for service in the
militia, necessary cooking utensils, one table, six chairs, table
furniture for six persona, one crane and its appendages, one
pair of andirons, a shovel and tongs, tools of mechanics to the
value of S25, a team worth $150, and land set apart for a private
burying ground not more than J acre.
building and lot
worth $1,000 occupied as a dwelling by the owner and his family
•nay be exempt by causing a description of the premises to be

A

recorded in the

co. clerk's ofiice, but such record does not exsale for taxes, and property generally is liable for
debts contracted in its purchase. Where a homestead is exempted the privilege continues for the benefit of the widow
and family after the death of the head. Such of the above
articles as are movable continue exempt while the family to
whom they belong are removing from one place of residence to
another.
2 Each
parcel is held up at auction, and those persons competing at the sale name the least amount of land in a
square, usually in the n.w. corner, that they will accept,
and pay the taxes and charges due. The sale is declared in
favor of the person naming the least quantity, and the purchaser receives a certificate naming the time when a deed will
be due. If not paid, the Comptroller may in 3 months cancel the
certificate and give to another upon payment of the same
amount, and any person may redeem within 2 years by pfvying
the taxes, charges, and 10 per cent, in addition. Specific or
undivided parts of tracts of land may be sold. If not redeemed
in 2 years the Comptroller issues a full deed to the purchaser.
The portion sold to pay taxes is designated by the comptroller
and varies with circumstances. If a village lot, it is located so

empt from

as to front
off

upon a

from one end.

thereafter.

and in long narrow tracts it is taken
tax sale takes place in 1859, and triennally

street,

A
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TABLES OF MANORS, COLONIAL PATENTS, PURCHASES, AND LAND GRANTS.
Manors of the Colonial Period in New York and
NAME8.

its

Dependencies.
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NAME OF PATENT.
Franklin Township
Frank's Patent
Frazer's Patent
Freeman's Patent
Friswells Patent
Gage's Patent
Glazier's Patent

Glens Purctiase
Golfisborough Township
Grants Patent
Greenwich Patent

.

Feb.

Delaware
Herkimer
Greene

June

Guerin's Patent

.Schenectady..

July

Clinton

May

Oneida

July

Schoharie
Saratoga

Sept.

Delaware
Essex

June

Aug.

Aug.
Xov.

.

,

Aug.
Oct.

Saratoga

Julv

Delaware &
Delaware

Harper's Patent
Harrison's Patent

Sull.

April
Dec.
Oct.

Montgomery

March
Hartwick Patent

April
Feb.

Otsego
Herkimer..

Ilasenclever's Patent..

Henderson's Patent....
Herkimer's Patent
Holland Patent
Hoo.«ick Patent

April

Oneida
Kens. & Wash
Schoharie

Huntersfield Patent...
Hurley Patent
Huyk Patent

lister
Colnrabia

26,
0,

Sept.

Washington
Montgomery

Half Moon Patent
Hanson's Patent
Hardenburgh Patent

March
June

3.

3.

Oct.
Oct.

Warren

Sept.

10.

Schenectady

July

20.

Jerseyfield Patent

Herkimer &
Warren

21

April
Sept
April

10.

Herkimer..
Essex

16,

Rockland

June

25

,

Saratoga & War.
Essex
Wasliington ....
Essex
.

Warren
Columbia

Kinderhook Patent
Kingsborough Patent..
Kingsbury Patent

May
Aug.
Aug.

is:

12,

Delaware

Feb.

24,

Herkimer

June

23

Schoharie

Dec.
Feb..

29,

Leake's Patent
Legge's Patent
Liudsley's Patent..

Delaware
Essex

Lindsay & Livingston's Patent.'.
Lispenard's Patent
Livingston's Patent

Herkimer

...

.

Otsego

I

22,

June

26,

Aug.
Aug.

18,

McLeod's Patent..

Aug.
Sept.

Feb.

18.

7
24,
6,

10.

Nov
Sept.
Oct.

Jan.

[Montgomery
Washington

Aug.

Essex
[Delaware

Aug.

!

6,

14,

May

Herkimer....,

I

McCullock's Patent
Mcintosh's Patent
McKee's Patent

Otsego
Herk. & Mont..
Fulton & Sara..
Fulton
Orange.

21

Aug.

Oct.

Ludlow's Patent
Lyne's Patent
"
"

26,

May

....

Montgomery

Lett's Patent

2,

Dec.
Dec.

Washington

Kortright Patent
Lansing's Patent
Lawyer's Patent

Nov.
Aug.

'

March 14.
June 23

Fulton

King^^fleld Manor"
Kl. cks Patent

12.

March

16.

12.

May
Jan.
April

16.

30

Fulton
Otsego

April

Herkimer

15

Magin's Patent

Aug.

Fulton

March

31

Markham's

Hamilton
Greene
Washington
Columbia,
Fulton & Ham..
Washington

April
April

24,

Middlefield Patent..
Middleton's Patent

Otsego.,

Minisink Patent
Montresor's Patent..
Mooney's Patent
Morris's Patent

Sull.

McNeile's Patent..

Patent...

Matthews's Patent...
Maunsells Patent....
Patent.
Mayfield Patent
Menzies's Patent

Mawighunk

Sept.

..

& Orange.

5,

5,

March

7

Aug.

4

June

25.

Sept.

11

AprU

18,

Feb.

24,

Aug.

Essex

June

Washington

Oct.
Oct.

Montgomery

29,

Munroe'g Patent ...
Nestigione Patent.
Nettlefiald Patent..

<•

Sept.

23.

April

22,

March

31,

2,000

22.000
4.000
,12.000
21.500
18.000
6.000
2.324
•

20,000
10,000

'aooo

Montgomery..
Otsego
Washington...
Saratoga
Otsego

Robert Grant.
Donald Campbell.

40.000
10.000
94.000

1723
1726

May

3,000
10,000
4,000

1774
1737
1770
176S
1772
1765
1765
1696
1708
1764
1764
1761
1774
1686
1753
1762
1695
1754
1770
1753
1768
1753
1761
1770
1769
1738
1738
1741
1730
1770
1762
1760
1761
1731
1754
1736
1765
1765
1770
1770
1770
1769
1761
1761
1774
1736
1771
1743
1703
1764
a

17'22

.Tune

Schoharie

Thomas Wharton and others.
Coenrudt Frank and others.

17.31

1761
1770
1704
1765
1765

1769
1764
1708
1770

Patentees.

30.000
5.000
2.000
5,000
3,000
18,000
3,000
45.000
6.000

16.88

1714
1708

Hyde Township

Johnson's Patent.
Judds Patent
Kakiate Patent....
Kayudirosseras Patent
Reliefs Patent".
Kenipe's Patent...
Kennedy's Patent.

:7.36

1765
1769
10. 1772
24, 1770
1.5 1770
1
1764
11 1763
29. 1735
1.3 1665
17 1713
20. 170S
8. 1769
11 17.35
18. 1722
22. 1761
2'
1769
1739
1.3. 1752
17 1769

Nov.

Fult. April

1770
1765

17 1765

Ingoldsby's Patent

Jessnps Purchase

Extent
in Acres.

Date..

County.

11.6.')(t

Hugh

Frazer.

Thomas Freeman.
John Friswell.
Thomas Gage.
Beamsley Glazier.
John Glen. jr.
Edward Tudor and

others.

Maynard & Elizabeth Guerin.
Petersen Philip Schuyler and others'.
Hendrick Hansen and others.
.Tohannes Hardenburgh and others.
John Harper, jr.
Edward Harrison and others.
Francis Harrison and others.
Christian John Hartwick.
Peter Hasenclever.

James Henderson and others.
Joost Johan Herkimer and others.
Lord Henry Holland.
Maria "S'an Renssel.ier and others.
Myndert Schuyler and others, (Schoharie Pat.)
Cornelius Cool and others.
Burgar Huyk.
Edward Jessup & C. Hyde.
Geo. Ingoldsby and others.
Henry Glen and others.
Ebenezer Jcssup and others, (2 tracts.)
U

U

..

2.000
2.000

Guy

2,000

James Judd.

.Tohnson.

Honan and others, (Yachtaucke.)
Nunning Hermanse and others, (Queensboro.)

Diiniel

2.000
10.200
2 000
2.000
20.(M1()

26,000
16.000
22.000
6.000
36.600
2.640
7,000
5,000
5.000
7,050
1.965
2,000
3.000
9,000
20.000
4,000
20.000
4.000
20.000
2.000
4.000
3.000
40.000
18.000
3,000
5.928
4.000
6.000
6,000
4-200
5,000

2.000
2.000

29.000
5.000
3.000
2.000
6.000
6.000
3,500
2.000
2,000

13.000

I'oger Kellet.
John T.ibor Kempe.

John Kennedy.
Kobeit Kenned}'.
.John Hendrik Dc Bruyn and others.
.\rent Stevens and others.
James Bradshaw and others.

Georee Klock and others.
Lawrence Kortright.
.Tacob Lansing and others.
Johannes Lawyer and others.
Robert Leake.
Francis Legge.
John Lindsay and others.

& Ph. Livingston.
Leonard Lispenard and others.

.John Lindsley

Philip Livingston

and

Abr.ihflm Lott, jr.,
Gabriel Ludlow.

John Lj'ne and

others.

and

others.

others.

Nathaniel McCullock,

(2 tracts.)

Alexander Mcintosh.
Alexander McKee and others.
li
ti
u
Norman McLeod.

John McNeile.
Sarah Magin and others.
William Markham.
A'incent Matthews and others,

John Maunsell.
Stephen Bayard and

others.

Alexander Menzies.

Thomas Menzies.
Godfrey Miller and others.
Peter Middleton.
Matthew Ling and others.
John Montresor and others.
David Mooney.
Leiris Morris and others.
((

,(

"

"

t(

a

Staats

Long

II

tt

Jr.

a

and

others.

.i

Slorris.

Harry Munroe.
.John Rosie and others.
Richard Loudon and others.

Twenty-four miles above Schenectady.

(3 tracts.)

LANDS.
NAH£ OP PATENT.

Extent
in acres.

Date.

County.

Nine Partners (Great, or Lower)..
"
"

Dutchess..

Northampton Patent

Oct.
Fulton'
17, 1741
W. Chester, Put. ) Juno 8, 1731,

AprU

Oblong Patent

& Dutch.

Oothoudt's Patent
Orti's Patent
Oriskany Patent
OtBego Patent

Otsego

met
Aug.

lissex

Jan.

J

Oneida
Otsego

Otsquaga PatentPalmer's Patent...
Panton Tract

.\pril

Feb.

MontgomeryRichmond

Sept.

Warren.
Delaware
Hamilton
Greene

Oct.

March

,

Ptnefield Patent...

Preston Patent
Prevost Patent

June
Juno

Delaware.,

Orange
Provincial Patent

Queensbury Patent
Rhinebeck Patent

'Warren
Dutchess
Scho. & Greene.
Fulton
Ulster
Essex
Herkimer..
Dutchess
Fulton & Ham..,

Ri^htmeyer's Patent
Roberts's Patent
Rochester Patent
Ross's Patent
Royal Grant
Rumbout's Patent
Sacondaga Patent

Sadachqueda or Saghquate Patent.. Oneida
Salem Patent
Washington
Wash. & Sara....
Saratoga Patent

Wash. &

Sawyer's Patent
Schaghticoke
Schermerhorn's Patent.,
Schneider's Patent

S.ara...

Scott's

Patent

Seaton's Patent
Servis's Patent
Sherriff's Patent.........
Skenesboro' Patent....

3.000

1752
1770
July 11, 1767
March 2.3, 1709
Oct.
4, 1774
1, 1716
Sept.
1770
24,
April
April 11, 1770

18.000
20.000
35.500
3.000
28.964
2,000
8.000
6,365
12,000
5,000

Little Patent..

Washington

July
Jan.
April
Nov.

Clinton

Hamilton
Greene

Mont&

Stone Arabia Patent...,
Stone Heap Patent
Stmy Hill Tract
Stony Point Tract
Stoughton's Patent
Strasburgh To wu ship.
Stringer's Patent
Sutherland's Patent....

Fult
Mont. & Scho

Swallowfield Patent
Ten Eyck's Patent

Timberman's Patent

_

Turioch Patent
Upton 6 Patent
Van Bergen's Patent
Van Dam's Patent
Van Rensselaer Patent
Van Slyck's Patent
Vaughan's PatentWallace Patent
Walloomsac Patent
Walter's Patent
Walton's Patent

Aug.
Nov.

31,
30.
6,

15,
6.
6.

23.
4.

14.

Sept.

March

30.
19.

May
May

27.

7,

Sept.
Oct.

19,

Sept.

15,

7.

March

Rockland
Essex
Delaware

July
July

25,
13,
25.

Dec.
Jan.

12,

Washington

Sept.

Essex
Westchester
Schoharie

Aug.
April

May

Herkimer
May
Herk. Ham.Es-t
|
sex, Warren./
Schoharie
Otsego
Greene

Orange

& Fult
Montg imery
Herkimer
Sara.

_

2.

18,
28,
18,

June

.,

Totten & Crossfield's Purchase"....

24,

.Schoharie

Schoharie

Hamilton

Henry ISeckman.
Ury Kightnii yer and others.
Bety'amin Roberts.

30, 1755

March

.Skene's

Steward's Patent..
Stewart's Patent..

William Cockroft and others.
Daniel I'rindle and others.

2,000
37,000
2.000
2.000
3,000
7,630

Oct.

Feb.

March

Wa.shington
Westchester

June

Herkimer

Aug.

Del.aware

March

Feb.

This tract, embracing 50 townships, was surveyed just befire the Revolution, but small portions only were granted until
after the war.
Among those who received patents for large
portions after that period were Robert G. Livingston, Isaac Norton, John G.Leake, Abijah Himmond, Frederick Rylander,
Philip Livingston, John Thurmau, Jacob Watiion, Alexander

1741

23, 1761
11, 1762
23, 1764

3,

July

.

2.

1736
7.1764
4, 1684
29, 1708
25.

18,
29.

Kssex..

Schoharie..

James Prevost.

David Schuyler and others.
John Schuyler and others.

Patent

Herkimer

Augustine Prevost.

Abm. David Schuvler and

Skene's

Stamberg's Patent

2,000

Francis Panton.

4;3,000

Feb.

Otsego

8,000

Capt John Palmer.
John Kapalje and others.
Acliilles I'restou and others.

1765
1740
1737
1770
1767
1769
1775
1765
1771
1771
1770
1774
1767
1764
1741
1755
1769
1759
1765
1755
1771
1723
1770
1768
1743
1764
1770
1769
17f4
17ra
1708

July

Schoharie..

5,000
26,000
23,000

7,1685

June

Jan.

Essex

5.100
2,000
30.000
14.000
5,000
5,000

11,2,50

Ivcns.selaer

Schoharie

2-2,

1762
1755

Sclioharie

Skinner's Patent
Small's Patent
Spaight's Patent
Spornheyer's Patent....
Springfield Patent
Staley's Patents

31, 1687
18, 1775

others.

19, 1737

March

Greene
Oneida
-

Thomas AVenham and

Cornelius

July
July

W.Mshington

Charles Read and others.
Geo. Croglian and 09 others.
Rutger Hleecker and others.

61.000
10,000
2,000
10.000
43.000

Oct.

& Hens,— May

Warren

69,000

30. 1769 100,000
4.300
22, 1729

Lendert (ian.sevoort and others.
Frederick Morris and others,
Alexander and James Turner and otherg.
Cornelius Van Dyck and others.
Isaac Sawyer.

Aug.
Nov.

May

Otse'.;o.-_

1770

3,

others.

28.000
6.000
25,000

Dec.

June

July

Washington

Volkert Oothoudt and others.
Thomas Ord.

James Ross.
Sir John Johnson.
Francis Rumbout.

Washington

Wa.sh.

13,000
6,000

2,000
93,000

Oct.

Wash & Rens
Ren!=selacr
Ilerk. & Oneida.,

Thomas Hawley and

18, 174:1
31, 1775
18, 1705

1775
27, 1770
Aug. 15, 1765
March 10, 1768
1770
Jan.
18, 1775
2,1764
May
May 20, 1762
June
8, 1703
6, 1754
May
29. 1770
Sept.
June 25, 1703
.A.pra 16, 1765

Aug.

Schuyler's Patent..
Schuyler's Patent-

6,000

Jacob Maso and others.

50,000

se(f.

Nov.

J^enleei.

Caleb Heathcote and others.
Sampson Bo)ighton and others.

27, 1G97
10, 1706

Jlay

(Little, or Upper)..
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4,

5,
7,

22,
30. 17.39

21,
8.

15, 17.39
14, 1701
12, 1768
15, 1770

12.000

Van Dyck and

others.

Ryer Schermerhorn.
George Schneider.
Hendi'ick Solmeider.

David

."-clmyler

and others.
others.

2000
42.500
3.000
25,000

4000
25,000
3,000
9,000
40.000
5.000
2.000
2.000
17,000
34,000
3.000
3,000
2.000
24,000
2.000
12,700
15,500
18,000

3..500

1-2,000

John Morin Scott and others.
Sir Henry Seatm.
Peter Servis and others.
Charles
I'hilip

Sherrift".

Skeene and others.

Philip Skeene.

Stephen Skinner and others.

John Small.
William Spaight.
Ernst William Spornheyer and others.
John Groesbeck and others.
Rudolph Staley and others.
Jacob Starnberg and others.
Lambert Starnberg and others.
Peter Steward.

James Stewart and

others.

Walter Stewart.
John Chr. Garlock and others.
John Bowen and others.
Michael Byrne and others.
Richard Bradley and others.

John Stoughton.
John Butler and others.
Samuel Stringer.
Erick Sutherland.
Nicholas Sutherland.

Georse Booth.
Hendrick Jacob Ten Eyck and others.
Jacob Timberman and others.

Jacob Borst and others.
Clotworthy Upton and others.
Martin Garretson Van Bergen and others
Rip Van Dam.
Jeremiah Van Rensselaer.

Harman Van

Slyck.

Vaughan and

others.
others.
Collins and others.
Robert AVidters.
William Walton and others.

.John

Hugh Wallace and
Edward

20,000

Macomb. Ph. Rockafeller, 'White Matlack, Enos Mead, Zephaniah
Piatt, Goldsbrow Banyar, Peter V. B, Livineston, Joshua Mei'sereau, Jonathan Lawrence, Thomas Franklin, EfiHngham Lawrence, Stephen Crossfield, and others. Extensive tracts liav*
been repeatedly sold for taxes.
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Name

of Patent.

LANDS.
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Table of the Principal Tracts
Which have

Name

been granted in smatt parcels by the State, under the Commissioners of the

op Tract.

No. of

County.

Lots

Essex
Delaware
Hamilton
Hamilton and Fulton.,

Adgate's 3,600 acre Tract..
Bedliiigton Tract

Benaon Township
Bergen's Purchase
Bhick Rock A'illage
Brant Lake Tract
Bristol Tract
Bulwa«ga Bay Tract
Butlers Tract
Canaatota Tract

7

77

383
13
233
254
62
4

Erie

Warren
Schoharie
Essex
Delaware

7

Madison

91

205

Chemung

Chemung Township
Chenango Township
Chenango Twenty Towns
Clinton Township
Cookquago Tract

Broome
-.

Tract

144
25
79
19
248
100
33

Otsego

Broome

Delaware Tract
Essex Tract

Essex

Fayette Township
Fort Ann Tract
Fort Covington Village
French Mountain Tract
Grand Island
Greene co. Tract

Chenango
Washington
Franklin

Warren

48
117
108

Erie

Greene
Greene Township
Chenango
Gore, Old Military, and Refugee

of Perou Bay.
Escheat of John O. Leake.
Named from Egbert Benson.

Part of Niagara Mile Strip.
Surveyed by Geo. Webster, 1803.
Unappropriated lands remaining at close of Revol'j.
tion.
/
Part of Hardensburgh Patent.
Gospel and Schools for Chenango Twenty To\vn8.
f Laid out in 1788 by Jas. Clinton, J. Hathorn, and J.
)

Cantine.
49,710 acres to A. Hammond and others.
Patented separately. See table preceding this.

1

sufferers.

Given to schools and literature.
Town of Windsor.
Unappropriated lands remaining after Revolution.
Mile Square Reservation.
Unappropriated lands remaining after Revolution.

Given to Canal Fund.
To Walter Livingston, M. West, and

W.

Morris.

In quarters.

Clinton

Tract

Office.

West

Given to the Vermont

Chenango
Delaware and Broome
Madison

Cowasselon Tract

Crum Horn Mountain

Madison, Chenango, Oneida

Land

Remarks.

68

Gores, others in great number.

Hamhden Township

Tioga

Hague Tract

WaiTen and Essex.

Iron Ore Tract

Essex

Islands in great number.
Jay Tract
Lake George Tract

Warren

Robert Morris and Alexander Macomb.

,

62
234

Essex and Clinton

Lewis (South) Tract
Lewiston Village

160
93
33
421

,

Essex
Niagara
St. Lawrence

Long Sault Island

lots.

Small tracts upon Military Class rights.

Essex
Cayuga.Cortland, Onondaga,
Osweffo, Schuyler, Seneca,

Military Tract.

•{
MUitary Tract (Old)
Moose River Tract
Niagara River Tract
North River Head Tract.,
North 'PTest Bay Tract....

Oswego Falls Village
Oswego Village

Ox Bow

Tract
Palmer's Purchase
Paradox Tract
Perou Bay Tract
Refugee Tract
Reservations, Indian

House, out, and water

38
173

Warren
St. Lawrence

Luzerne Tract
Massena Township
Maul's Patent

Tompkins and Wayne.
Clinton and Franklin

f

\

}

eight townships
the Revolution.

/Ten
\

Hamilton and Herkimer....
Erie and Niagara
Essex
Essex
Oswego
Oswego
Hamilton
Warren and s. ratoga...
Essex
Essex

Twenty

107
140
133
52

—1,680,000

aci-es

to soldiers of

townships, 640,000 acres set apart to soldiers,

not conveyed.

Nine townsliips, mostly of modern grant.
Reserved in Massachusetts cession.

Reserved by State in previous grants.

"304
State, Middle, Rear,

"42s
130

and River

Named from Paradox

131,420 acres to Canada

Clinton

Lots.

Lake.

and Nova

Scotia refugees.

:

Cayuga

Caj-uga and Seneca....

Oneida

Oneida and Madison..,

West, East, and Residence Tracts, Canoga Reservation
Fish Creek, Oneida, Castleton, Oneida Creek, Otseqoet,
Pagan Purchase, and Wood Creek Tracts of the pur-

Onondaga..

Onondaga..,
Franklin. ..

See page 478, note 4.
Various, including lands at Fort Covington and IIo-

256

chases of 1798, 1802, 1815, 1824, 1826, 1829, 1830, 1834,
1840, 1842.
St. Regis...

g.'insburgh Village.

Various purhases. including E. Hill Tract of
and W. Hill Tract of forty-two lots.

Stockbridge.

Roaring Brook Tract
Saddle Mountain Tract.,
Salt Springs

Ea-ex
Washington.

fifty

86

Including plats of Salina, Geddes, Liverpool, Syra-

Onondaga

cuse, kc.
St.

Lawrence Ten Towns.,

St.

10 mi.

Lawrence..

sq.

each

.Schroon Tract

Essex

Sidney Township
Split Rock Tract

Broome

Warren Town.ship
Watkins and Flint's Purchase.
Westfield Tract
West of Road Patent

White Face Mountain
Tables of
located.

many

111
162
33

Essex

Stedman Farm
Trembleau Tract
Tongue Mountain Tract
Wairensburgh Tract

Niagara.
p;ssex

17
62

Warren
Warren
Broome

Chemung Schuyler &
Washington

Tract....

Sold at auction in \~ miles and mile squares., but bid
in by a small number. Cambray, De Kalb, and
Hague, each 92,720 acres: Lisbou, Louisville, and
Stockholm, each a little less, were conveyed to Alex.
Macomb, Dec. 17, 1787.

Essex
Essex and Clinton.

22
61,440 acres to Robert

Harper and

others.

Tioga
58

174

small grants, tracts, and purchases will be found in the descriptions of the counties in which such lands are

ca:n^als.
The Public Canals of the State are made, by the Constitution,
inalienable.
They were first constructed for the purpose of facile
and of opening an easy means of communication
settlement
tating
between the Atlantic and the great lakes. The canals are under
the care of several State officers, the powers and duties of whom
are as follows

Tlie

:

—

Canal Conaniissioners, three in number, are elected

office for three years. They have the immediate supervision and management of the construction and repairs
of canals, and are ex officio members of the Canal and Contracting

one each year and hold

Boards. They have their office in the State Hall, and report annually
The canals have three general divisions, each of which is under the special

to the Legislature.

charge of a commissioner.^

Tlie State
Hall,

Engineer and Surveyor

and

of the canals,

is

member of the Canal and

a

and reports annually

has general charge of the engineering department
Contracting Boards. He has an office in the State

to the Legislature.^

Canal Board

consists of the Commissioners of the Canal Fund, the State Engineer,
and the Canal Commissioners. It meets, during the session of the Legislature, at the office of the
Canal Department, fixes the rates of toll, appoints collectors of tolls, their assistants and weighmasters, directs extraordinary repairs hears appeals from the Canal Appraisers, remits penalties,

Tlie

;

and regulates the

police of the canals.^

draws warrants on the Treasurer for all
Auditor of tlie Canal
canal payments, audits accounts, instructs collecting and disbursing officers, and keeps account of
canal receipts and expenditures. He is ex officio Secretary of the Commissioners of the Canal
Fund and of the Canal Board, and a member of the Contracting Board. His office, known as the
"
is in the State Hall at
Canal

The

Department

Albany.

Department,"

Canal Appraisers,

Tlie

three years. They appraise all
in their nature.
They have an

three in number, are appointed one each year, and hold office for
damages arising from the canals, whether temporary or permanent
office

in the State Hall.

consists of the State Engineer, the Auditor of the Canal Departthe Canal Commissioners. It appoints all division, resident, and first assistant engineers.*

Tlie Contracting JSSoard
ment, and

The Commissioners of tlie Canal Fund

consist of the Lieutenant Governor, Secre-

General.
tary of State, Comptroller, Treasurer, and Attorney
have
the
is ex officio Secretary of the Board.
general
They

The Auditor

of the Canal

management

of the funds

Department
and debts of

the canal.*
1 'Hie. Eastern Divisinn embraces the Erie Ciinal as far vr. as
Oneida Lake Canal. 136 miles Champlain Canal and Glens Falls
Feeder, 78 miles: Pond above Troy Dam, 3 miles; Black Kiver
Canal and Improvement, 9S miles; making a total of 315 miles.
The Middle Division embraces the Erie Canal from the E.
bank of Oneida Liike Canal to the E. line of Wayne CO.. including feeders and reservoirs, 76 miles; Chenango Canal, 97 miles;
Oneida Lake Canal. 7 miles; Oswego Canal. 38 miles; Baldwinsville Side Cut, 1 mile; Oneida Kiver Improvement, 20 mOes;
Seneca River towing jiath, 5 J miles; Cayuga & Seneca Canal.
23 miles; Crooked Lake Canal, 8 miles; Chemung Canal and
Feeder. 39 miles Oneida Creek Feeder. 2 miles Seneca Kiver
Improvement, 12j miles ; making a total of 331 miles.
y/te Western Divisinn embraces the remainder of the Erie
Canal, 155 miles, and the Genesee Valley Canal and Dansville
Side Cut. 118 miles, making a total of 273 miles.
;

:

;

2 He
prescribes the duties of engineers and assigns to them
and inspects all the canals .at least once in each
year, and prepares plans, surveys, maps, and estimates for construction or improvement. lie has other duties relating to railroads, lands belonging to the State; and other subjects are
also assigned to him from time to time.
In the tngineering Department are the following subordinate

divisions, visits

otiicers

:

—

Division Enginfers. one to each division, are appointed by
the Contracting Board with the consent of the State Engineer.
They have special supervision of the sections of canals in their
respective divisions, and are obliged to frequently pass over the
canal; and t'l'v prepare all maps, plana, and specifications for
work to be put iimler contract. They make full reports annually
The office o"f the I!esident Engineer of
to the State Kngineer.
the Eastern Division is at Albany, of the Middle Division at
Division at Kochester.
Westein
and
of
the
Syracuse,
Resident Engineers, 12 in number, have immediate charge of
certain sections under the supervision of resident engineers.
They are assisted by :
54

First Assistant Engineers, appointed by the Contracting
Board, and
Second AssiMcnit Engineers, appointed by Resident Engineers.
The number of these assistants is regulated by the amount of
labor in progress. Levelers, surveyors, draftsmen, clerks, &c.
are employed as the Department may require, and are appointed in the same manner as Second Assistant Engineers.
No engineer or other public officer appointed upon the canals,
or u clerk, foreman, or overseer of Laborers, is allowed to have
an interest in the boarding of laborers, or in furnishing teams,
materials, or any other thing belonging to himself, for the use
of the public.
3 There are 20 collectors of tolls on the Erie, 3 on the Champlain. 3 on the Oswego, 3 on the Seneca & CajTiga, 3 on the
Chemung. 1 on the Crooked Lake, 3 on the Chenango, 5 on the
Genesee Valley, 1 on the Black River, and 1 on the Oneida Lake
Canal. There are also 41 assistant collectors. Collectors may
be removed by the Canal Commissioners or the Auditor.
* This Board was created April 15, 1854, and its powers were
enlarged and deflued May 14, 1857. Until May 1. 1859, it appointed
superintendents of repairs but since that time all repairs are
made by contract. Repairs were formerly made by laborers,
hired by the day or month, under the direction of superintendents but in 1857 the Contracting Board was authorized
to let the ordinary repairs upon contract for a term of years.
6 The canal fund was derived from the
following sources
;

;

:

1817-35. Auction duties, (in part,)
all to

"

"

$.3,592,039.05

amounting in all to
In 1835, these revenues were restored to
the general fund, by a popular vote of

Salt duties,

68,126 to 8,675.
1817-23. Steamboat passenger tax,
all to

—

amounting in
2,055,458.06

amounting in
73.509.99

CANALS.
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Reports are annually made to the Legislature by the heads of the various Canal Departments
concerning every thing pertaining to the Canal interests. These reports, embodying voluminous
details and summaries, are printed, and are easily accessible to all.'
Loans for construction, at sundry times, secured
by State stocks. The avails for Erie and Cliampiain Canals, up to Sept. 30, 1858, amounted to $8,271,831.00
11.828,000.00
Loans for enlargement, Ac
10,203.844,10
Loans for deficiencies
Loans for enlargement and completion
10,500,000.00
Canal revenue

1.512,390.75

certificates

Temporary loans

1,700,000.00
64,429,475.41

Tolls

Tax

(1S44, '45, '46, '47, 1864, '56, '56, '57, '68)
Sale of lands for benefit of canal.s, viz. 102,635

2,936,023,21

:

acres in Cattaraugus co., given by the Holland
Land Co. ; 3,000 acres, by John Hornby; 1,000
acres, by Gideon Granger: Grand Island,
(17,381 1-5 acres,)and 8 small islands, (502i acres.)
given by the State fur benefit of canals: and a
tract of land ou Wood Creek, bought with the
107.4.30.18
rights of the Western Inland Lock N." Co
3.157,800.60
Interest on investment and deposits
1,010.7.31.43
Surplus toUs, from lateral canals
1,101.123.43
Miscellaneous
123.043.734.84
Total receipts Erie and Champlain Canals
...143,607,002.91
Keceipts upon all the State canals
Total payments upon the Erie and Champlain

Canals
Total pajTuents

upon

all

the State canals

1

Amount and

1

18.36

1837
1838
1839
1S40
1S41
1842
1843
1844
1845
1846
1847
1848
1849
1850
1851
1862
1863
1854
1855
1856
1857
1858

total premiums upon loans amounted to
$2,298,744.12
290.508.04
total discount upon loans amounted to
Special loans were made for most of the lateral canals.
tract of lanii from the Onondaga Salt Spritigs Reservation was
sold for the benrfit of the Oswego Canal Euiid, and amounted to
$160,000. Stock in the Western Inland Luck Navigation Co.,
amounting to $92,000, was canceled for the benefit of the canals,
and the interests of individuals in that work were canceled by

The
The

A

purchase. The amount ajipraised was $152,718.52.
The Constitution provides (Art. VII) that, after paying the
expenses of collection, superintendence, and rep.airs. the sum
of $1,300,000, and after 1855, §1,700,000, shall he ap|jlied annually, from the revenues of the canals, to a sinking fund, to pay
the canal debt. In 1857, the surplus receipts of tolls failed, for
the first time since 1846, to meet this, and it became necessary
to raise by direct tiix the money required to \y,iy interest on tho
stock. The clause in the Constitution prohiiiiting the creation
of a debt for any public worl<, without imposing a direct tax
for its payment and a submission to the po|iular vote, was suspended by an amendment adopted Eeb. 14, 1S54, to allow of the
raising of $9,000,000, by the issue of State stock, for the more
speedy enlargement and completion of the canals. A measure
was introduced in the Legislatiue of 1859, for the loan of a further sum for this object, and the submission of the question to
the decision of a popular vote.

141,627,845.85

SUMMARIES OF THE PRINCIPAL REPORTS.

value of property/ moved,

and miles

run,

on

all

tJie

State

Canals, since 1835.
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Tolls collected at each office

on the

New

TorJc State Canals,

from 1825

to

1858,

CANALS.
c«

ij'

i^ ui

cr»

CT

:;i c^i cji

^ *- 4- 4- 4- 4- *- *- *- **

ii cc ^r

M w cc

i^ io CO

w

57

re ic 1^ ic

i<i

to lo

w

M

to bO K3 to tC to to to to CO to to K> J
C»"^ Ci U^ 4- a>^l o"cC
i^ "^ <» C7< OC tJi rfi. rfi. "iu. rfu. CO "»-* to
CO -^-»
'^'CO
CO Cl
GC CJ
:0 '^ C'l
4- CO *- Ci 'O oo c; ^-* CO to I-* fU 4- ^1 CO '.C oc
4to
cc lO 7-1 z:
;*j» jD a> jc cr<
po^T^^-i 4^ 4- 057^0
oij-* w^i;^i

^M

O

O
O

W
w
p

V
p^pp

p

OO
o

o

^
—T
--1
c;i

05
CC

O to
CD
Ow
4- to
tpi.

7-1^

Erie Canal.

?
^*
COOf-^OC>tO^-^05tO>-»tOO'-*^0:0-^Ot-'OCDi-'i-'i—'CO'-'OOOCOOOC'-l-T*^

p
Oi^^pcs p
O^
O
OXO

C/.

^ -^ p
y^ 'p p
oo ^

tz> O''

C" CO '-0 V. en
CO
'cj'co to cn"^
to
'-O '^
CO
to 10 lO CD
CO r. -1
CO
*J 4CO
*- to CC I— CO CD to
CO :X

O -^
00

tzt

^ M ^ ^ p.o^
za

f--

t:;.

p tz p ^i ^

z,:^

<^ z^

O
to en to to to W I-' -1 '^ CO en -1 C71 4- O I-*
<-• — I CO en O; 0-« *-• I— to '-' CI CO »-» -I <-t (-• en
O
O O —CI +—10t-'3iGOOCJi-J*-Ca>CO'ri4i-COCJ'en'-»--^Cll-'COtO'-*0<-»CDtO~'000»-*tO
cnco&t^Toocn»-''MCoa:>o:o-^tt.too»F*>i(^if^ovi>-i»^OOtocn&90ocooobooo
—

4^.

'

'

'

p

'-'

*-

Champlain Canal,

?5g

OOOOOOOOSaJOOOCD?D-^*^Cr'C7:C;i03COCOtOCOIOK>COt3tOtO>-»l-»)-»

p

M

2opp
*e

00
to
io^0 7^_co en 00 '-',5c'
-•pop rfi.*5j-'pjo tocopijr-jiop to :
I-* --I to
jt to --I 'cO '•-' CO '•-' to to to en 'H-»"co'o'4i>."tOMO-»tOCO*.^T.
CO c; -x to CO CO '_
CI
to 4- to c: -1
c: -* o^ --I CO CO en ;
o to CO 03 :« 4—1 •
CO en CO h-* *- 7^"
GO
C C5 CO CO 'Cn -J 4- CO to 4- to 10 to to CD CO 00 en CO •-» en
^T C; H-» en CO CD *- to *. CO to CO

_7»

""

-^ en CD

pp

o

o

o

Oswego Canal.

Cayuga

<t

Seneca Canal.

o
Oicni-'-^i-'CiooencD-^i—
'ocn
encD~^'-iOCn>f>-CO^l^COCOi-*CO>f-O^COCl
—

OX

to I-* I-" C: :.n
4- Co CO CO CO
a; -^ h-* H-*
CO Ci -^ GO to CO

—JJ

O

O

O

Cfiemung Canal,

** :» CI
CO en QC
CO Ci •-* ^I CD
-:i 4* -- c; *- QO *CO *. en to to ~

X

V
01 ci'o'o o'co'co'rf^^'^aj'co'co'cDrf*.^ to^o -^'--^'o en co oo 4^ to

•

cococoooencDCi~icDcot04^)-'encotoaoi-'tOfcOt--'toi-'co'-To:
Coenjfi'OOS)—'COCOOCiH-'CitOtO-^XCD-JCOi-'CiH-'J-'COCOO;
>--'"cobociOOOQo^o^CTbo^boH-tcobou»wwT-*cx^4^bo:
OiOiCTiCnrfi.CD-'l-'C^trf-.oOi-'COcDOOcDtOCOf-'toenoiCiO rf^-*

KMJ

03 to

ui iv

-^ —-I

^

H— •—

—1

X p GO p C» CO en to p to
4* en p -' 30 O
p
^J 4^ CO CO CO ^ CD ^T CO
bo
CO ^J CI Ci o
en CO X
it-

'.^

'-^ i.^ '_^

'^i^

jp-

*4^

v--»

',:-;

r-^

-~-i

_*-'

3-1

^_;

t*.

L-J

•

Crooked Lake Canal.

Chenango Canal,

I

-

«Di-»(-»oii-'ooocDtoenoooojenojenQooococo^^t

Genesee VaXley Canal,

p^
^ -^ QOCiOiCnC50iCn4^*»"*
^Ci'C:i-».-i*--^ococotocot0
Co'olC'
4^cntoocio;;
J-*

H*
to

CD

CO
CO
en^o'tn'CJ

:

Oneida Lake Canal,

Cnp^XtOpH-i!DCOC0)-'X4i-t0C0j-*^tOtO;
^bT4^to4^c^-'Taoccioo--^bien4^-^bso|
OC0t0t-»Co-^G04^t0Cl-^4^C0C0en4^C0b0-

Seneca River Towing
Path,

Co to to CO to to

"COh-icoO'^TencocD

Oneida River Improvement.

MCOCOCOCOtOtOI-'i-'tO'
-J h-* cj» en to Ci —J -1 X C3
--5cototooco*-.encoto*
:

^pjpp
p
lo"*-" co^bo CO

CO JO

:

'ai'ai'oi ci

•

rf^jP!..

cocococoxcotooto:

Cai/uga Inlet,

Black River Canal.

jf-.r-'en-'IOOOCOj-tp;
J-*enocoo*^TCicoco:
en-^CntO-^i—'—^MCO"

-^
p
O cj 4O CO oi
ti, v-t

t-* H-*

:
•

Baldsioinsville Canal.

CO O H-" p p-^ ^
CO^C1H-*COCOOO

-

^

toc;»'^oe;»otoo

NEW YORK STATE GAZETTEER.

58

Tlie Erie Canal, connecting

the

Hudson with Lake

Erie,

was commenced

at

Rome, July 4,

1817, and was completed Oct. 26, 1825. As first constructed, it was 363 mi. long, 28 ft. wide at
the bottom, 40 ft. wide at the top, and 4 ft. deep. The locks were 90 ft. long between the gates, and
15 ft. wide. The original cost of the whole was $7,143,789. 86.^
at different periods has
in 1847, 2,725; in 1853,

The numbei- of boats upon the canals

been— in

1843. 2.136; in 1844, 2,126;

and in 1859, about 3,500.
boats have been registered

3,401

;

:

1S44. 37S
1845, 297
1846, 477

1847, 1,466
457
1848,
215
1849,

—

The following numbers of new

1S50, 152
1851, 213
1852, 271

as follows
1853, 590
1854, 760
1855, 471

1856, 364
1857, 329
1858, 255

Some opinion may be formed of the class of boats used from
the numbers built. These were, in 1857, of scows, 106; decked
and packets,
scows, 23; lake boats, 95; bullheads, 102;
None of the last named were built in 1858 and the day for
3.
traveling upon tlie canals may be considered as virtually passed,
now being introduced into use prove
-juless steam canal boats
successful competitors in speed with steam upon railroads.
;

—

—

Structures

The largest boat registered in 1844 was 90 tons. In 1849, soma
were as high as 135 tons; in 1850, 170 tons; in 1853, 250 tons;
and in 1858, 300 tons. The aTerage tonnage of boats has bc«a

upon

the

New

:

—

1849
1850
1851
1852
1853
1854
1855
1856
1857
1858

76
80
87
88
97

105
102
107

114
109
General average

100
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The enlargement of this canal was ordered May 11, 1835, and has been going on more or lesa
under Gov. Wright's adminisrapidly since, except during a few years of suspension commencing
It was estimated by the State Engineer and Surveyor, in Jan., 1859, that $1,505,077.75
tration.
would complete the enlargement upon the present plan, making the

total cost of that

work

$23,000,000. The length of the Erie Canal when enlarged will be reduced to 349.74 mi. Its section gives a breadth of 70 ft. at the surface of the water, 52^ ft. at the bottom, and a depth of 7 ft.
chic and military ceremonies throughout the State, and espeAs the tirst
cially in New York City, ou the 4th of Nov. 1S25.
bout, with (jovernor Clinton on brard. entered the canal, at
Buffalo, at 10 o'clock, (Oct. 26,) a line of cannon, previously arranged a few miles apart, jiassed a signal along to Albany, and
down the Hudson to Sandy Hook, from whence it was returned
in like manner. The signal was heard at New York, at 11.20.
The flotilla with the Governor was everywhere greeted with en-

thusia-tic rejoicing. Upon reaching New York it passed down
to Sandy Hook, and the waters of the lake were mingled with
those of the ocean with imposing ceremonies.
The Canal Commissioners under whom the Erie and Champlain Canals were constructed were Stephen Van Rensselaer, De
VVitt

Clinton, Joseph

Ellicott,

Samuel Young, and Myron

Holley.

Henry Seymour was appointed

in place of Ellicott in

March, 1S19, and William C. Bouck was added to th? number in
March, 1S21. The chief engineers were James Geddes, of Or.oiidaga CO., and Benjamin Wright, of Kome, neither of whom had
ever seen a canal, or enjoyed means of acquiring a practical
knowledge of engineering other than that obtained from survi ying land. The precision with which their canal surveys woro
executed, under the circumstances, may be regarded as truly
wonderful. Among the assistant engineers were
Peacock,
David Thomas. Nathan S. Roberts, David S. Rates, Canvass
White, Davis Hurd, Noah Dennis, Charles T. Whippo, William
Jerome, Henry ti. Sargent, Frederick C. Mills, Isaac J, Thomas,
Henry Farnam. Alfred Barrett, John Bates, William H. Price,

John Hopkins, and Seymour

Skiff.

The Canal Board have adopted the following table of distances from place to place upon the Erie Canal. The elevations
above tide are those shown by the lockages, and do not take into account tlie descent given to cause a flow of water between
locks, which does not vary much from an inch to a mile. The long level is supposed to be perfectly uniform in elevation above
tide.

Stations, Distances,

Places.

Albany
West Troy
Junction
Cohoes
Crescent

Upper Aqueduct
Schenectady
Hoffmans Ferry
Port Jackson
Schoharie Creek
Auriesville
Fultonville
Yatesvillo

Sprakers
Canajoharie

FortPlain
St. Johnsville

Mindenville
East Canada Creek...
Little Falls

Mohawk
Ilinn

Frankfort
Fer'TUSons

Utica

York Mills
Whitesboro
Oriskauy

Rome
New London
.,

Higginsville

Dunbarton
Loomis
Durhamville

Lenox
Canastota
New Boston Landing.
Canaseraga Landing.
Chittenango
Bolivar
Pools Brook
Kirkvillo

Manlius
Limestone Feeder
Orville Feeder
Lofli

Syracuse
Gerlrlcs
Bellisle

Nine Mile Creek
Camillns

Canton
Peru
Jorda \
Cold Spring

and Elevations above Tide on

the Erie Canal.
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The number of locks will be 74, or 10 less than the original number.^ The banks of the enlarged
canal are protected from washing by slope walls, consisting of stone firmly packed upon the sloping
eides.
The canal will allow the passage of boats of 200 to 250 tons burden. Steam has been
introduced to some extent in propelling boats, and the success of the experiment has been so great
that probably steam power will ultimately supersede horse power.
Tlie Clianiplalii Canal, extending from the Erie Canal, near Cohoes, to

Lake Cham-

plain, was begun June 10, 1818, finished to Waterford Nov. 28, 1822, and completed Sep. 10, 1823,
It is 64 mi. long and has
at an original cost of $875,000, exclusive of the feeder to Glens Falls.

a navigable feeder of 7 mi.

to

Glens Falls, with a slackwater navigation 5 mi. further upon the

Hudson.''

Tlie Clienangro Canal,' connecting
was authorized Feb.

at

Biughamton,
none of which are navigable.

the Erie Canal at Utica with the Susquehanna River
It is 97 mi. long, exclusive of 13f mi. of feeders,

23, 1833.

Black River Canal and Erie Canal Feeder

Tlie

Mohawk and

extends from

Rome up

the

of Lansing Kil to Boonville, and thence it descends the valley of Black
River to a point below the High Falls. From the latter point is a river navigation 422- mi. to Carvalley of the

1 The chambers of the
enlarged locks are 110 by 18 feet, and
their lift varies from 3 to loj feet. Tlie canal leaves Lake Erie
at Buffalo, follows the river bank to Bliick Itock, and communicates with the dam at that place. At a point 10 mi. below Buffalo it enters Tonawanda Creek, follows Its channel 12 mi., and
crosses thence, through a rock cutting, to the brow of the
mountain ridge, at Lockport, where it descends 55.83 feet by 5
combined locks. It continues thence, eastward, from 1 to 3 mi.
8. of the ridge road, to Rochester, crosses the Genesee upon a stone
aqueduct, makes a circuitous sweep across the Irondequoit valley,
along the top of a n.atural range of hills, and finally delivers the
waters of Lake Erie into Seueca River, after supplying 153 mi.
of the Erie Canal, and affording a large amount of water-power
at various points along its course. It then rises by 2 locks,
descends into the Onondaga valley by 1 lock, and then rises by
3 locks to the long level which extends from Syracuse to Utica,

from whence it descends the Mohawk valley, mostly on its s.
Below Schenectady, it twice crosses the
side, to the Hudson.
Jlohawk, upon stone aqueducts. It is continued down the
bank of the Hudson to Albanj', where it terminates in a spacious basin. At West Troy it also opens into the Hudson. The
total lockages going w. are 612.9 feet up, and 4.'5.5 feet down, or
a total of 65fi.-t feet. The canal is fed by numerous streams
along its course, and by 9 reservoirs, all of which, with a single
exception, are upon the middle division. They are as follows
:

Reservoirs.

Erieville«

».

Hatchs Lake
Eatons Brook
Bradley Brook.
Leland Pond

Woodnians Lake...
Madison Brook
Skaneateles Lake
.

Cazenovia Lake....
Total

11,516

C
thage, on the line of Jefferson co.

At Boonville

which derives its water from Black River.
and of reservoirs 12.95 mi.^

Tfie

A N A L S.
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the canal receives a navigable feeder 12 mi. long,
mi., of feeders 12.48 mi.,

Length of main canal 36.G2

Oueida liake Canal^

Creek, and by slackwater,
a descent of 56 ft.

2]^

connects the Erie Canal at Higginsville {3| mi.) with "Wood
mi. on that stream, with Oneida Lake, a total distance of G mi., and

Tlie Os^vego Canal, extending from Syracuse

to Oswego, was authorized Nov. 20, 1824.
$160,000 was allowed April 20. 1825; it was begun in 1826, and was completed in 1828,
at a cost of $525,115.' It is 38 mi. long,and includes 19 mi. of slackwater navigation in Oswego
and Seneca Rivers, with a towing path on the e. bank. Connected with this work are the Oneida
River Improvement, extending the whole length of that stream from Three River Point
to Fort Brewerton, at the outlet of Oneida Lake; the Seneca River Improvement, ex-

A loan of

tending from

Mud

Stations, Distances,

Lock, on the Oswego Canal, to Baldwinsville, by slackwater navigation

and Elevations upon
<u

Places.

Utica

Road loading from New Hartford to Whitesboro

Clinton
Deansville

Oriskfny Falls
Solsville
Boucl<\'ille

Pecks Basin

Hamilton
Lebanon Factory
Earlfville

Sherburne
North Norwich
I'lastorville

Norwich
Oxford

Haynes

Mill

Greene
Forks
Pond Brook
Port Crane
Crockers Mills

Binghamton

the

Chenango Canal.

;

and
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thence by a canal three-fourths of a mile long, with one
water on the Seneca River to Jacks Reef.

lift

and one guard

lock,

and by

slact-

Cayuga and Seneca Canal connects the Erie Canal at Montezuma with Cayuga Lake at
East Cayuga and with Seneca Lake at Geneva. About half of the canal is formed by slackwater
navigation upon Seneca River, and the remainder is a channel parallel to the river. As enlarged,
this canal admits the passage of large boats from the Erie Canal to the head of
Cayuga and Seneca
Lakes.'

Croolied lialie Canal connects Crooked Lake at Penn Yan with Seneca Lake at Dresden.''
Cliemung' Canal and Feeder connects Seneca Lake at Watkins with Chemung River
at Elmira, with a navigable feeder from Knoxville on Chemung River to Horseheads, on the
summit level of the Chemung Canal, including slackwater
from the dam and

navigation

guard

lock at Gibson to Knoxville.^

Tlie Genesee Talley Canal extends from Rochester up the Genesee Valley to Olean
upon the Allegany. The summit level is 978 ft. above Rochester and 86 ft. above the Allegany
River, at Olean, and from it 97 locks descend toward the n. and 9 toward the s.*
stations, Distances,

and Mevations upon
^

Places.

Syracuse
Salina

Liverpool

Mud Lock
Cold Spring
New Bridge
Three Uiver Point
Pluenix
Sweet's Loclc
Ox Creek
Fulton
Braddoclv's Rapid..
Tiffitnve Landing..
Ili-h Dam

Oswego

the

Oswego Canal.
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the foregoing navigable improvements by the State, the following have been placed
. Besides
under the direction of the Canal Commissioner for construction
Tlie O^vasco L.ake Improvement, ordered in 1852, and designed to make this lake a
:

reservoir for supplying a vrater

power

The draining of Cayug'a

for the

machinery in Auburn State Prison.'

Marslies,

for reclaiming a large

amount

of land, estimated

at 40,000 acres, at the outlet of Cayuga Lake and along Seneca River.
By an act of April 12,
to be taxed for
1853, the channel of the river was ordered to be lowered, and the lands benefitted

the expense. Surveys have been
the Canal Commissioners.'*

made and the work

partly accomplished under the direction of

Several companies have been incorporated for the purpose of constructing navigable canals, but,
with two or three exceptions, none of these have at present a corporate existence.
The Delaware and Hudson Canal, extending from Rondout on the Hudson to IlonesIt is connected with the Lackawanna coal region by a
dale, Penn., is the most important of these.
R. R.

16 mi. long, and

is

one of the principal routes by which coal

the Hudson.'
Stafiims, Distances,

and Etevations upon the Genesee VaUey Canal.

Places.

Rochester
Rapids (Lock No. 1)
Tone's Basin
-

Scottsville

Canawaugus (Avon road)
Sackett's Basin
Fowlerville Road.
Barclay's Mill

—

Piffiirdinia

Spencers Basin...Tracy's Basin
Cuylerville

—

-„

Leicester, Moscow Landing
Genesee River Dam
Mount Morris
Shaker Settlement

Brushville

-

Nunda

-

_
Messenger's Hollow
Genesee Falls (Tunnel section)

Portageville

Lock No. 61
Mixville Landing, Wiscoy Feeder.
Fillmore
Burrville

Caneadea Center
Oramel
Belfast

—

Rockville
Caseville

Black Creek Corners

Cuba
Ischua Feeder
Hinsdale .„
Olean

-...

DansviUe Branch.
Pieces.

Shaker Settlement.-..
Fitzhugh's Basin
Kysorville
Rock Spring
Sherwoods Landing..

Steam Sawmill
McNnirs Landing
Woodville

Commonsville
DansviUe

is

brought to the market upon
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Distances on the Delaware and

Names

of Placks.

^4
No. 1

Eddyville
Greenkill

Hornbeck'B Bridge

Head

of

Pond

to

Le Fever's

6

Falls

7

Rosendale
Lawrence's Mills
Marble Quarries

High

4
5

Hai-denburgh's Basin

and 9
10 and 11
8

12 to 19
20 and 21

Falls

Hasbrouck's Basin
Philip Hasbrouck's
Clove Church
AUigerville

22

John S. Depuy's Basin...
Enoch Freelaiid's
Stony Hill Aqueduct

2.3

,

24

Port .Jackson

David Venooy's
C. P. Hornbeck's
Mountain Brook
Middleport
Bruyn's Basin
j'oit

Hyxson

I'ort

Benjamin

26
-

Heirstard's Bridge

Southwick's Brick Yard
Terwilliger's Feeder
Ellenville
Cutler's Basin

Broadhead's Biickhill....
Jared Ritche's
Peiiney's Basin
Red Bridge

Davis — Summit
Phillipsport

Level....

Beatysburgh
Log House in Swamp....
South 8ide of Swamp....
Gumares Brook
Wurtsboro'
Sneed's Basin

,

28
29 and 30
31 and 32
33
24
3.5

37
39

and 36
and 38

to 41
42 to 51
52 to 54

Hudson Canal.

CANALS.
Table of Companies wTiich Jiave been organized for Constructing Canals
in the State, continued.
Names of Canals.
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and Extending Navigation

EAIL ROADS.
The first rail road in the State, and the second in the U. S., "svas opened from Albany to
Although rudely constructed, at great and much needless expense, the
Schenectady in 1831.
advantages of this means of communication became so apparent that within 3 years rail roads,
duly chartered by law, were projected in every part of the State.^ These early grants were generally limited to 50 years, and work was required to be commenced within 3 years, the State being
allowed to become purchaser at the expiration of the charter. The charters contained the necessary provisions for the taking of property by appraisements, named the commissioners for opening
subscriptions, and sometimes for locating and surveying the road, which in a few instances was

done

at the

expense of the State.

At an

early period the aid of the General Government was solicited, in view of the utility of these
roads in the transportation of the mails, and, in case of war, of military supplies but, with the
exception of surveys made in two instances, no aid was obtained from this source. The State has
;

1

Albany, Vermont,

&,

Canada Rail Road,

for-

merly the Albany Northern R. R. Company organized
Feb. 12, 1851. Connects Albany and Eagle Bridge. Road
opened through about the 1st of July, 1853. It was sold

under foreclosure of mortgage Oct.
its present name Nov. 7, following.

16, 1856,

and assumed

Albany, Vermont, and Canada Sail Mood.
Stations and Distances.

Distances in Mi
Stations.

r
Albany

-

Cemetery....

West Troy._
Cohoes
Waterford
Saratoga Junction
Schaghticoke
Pittstown
Johnsonville

Buskirks
Eagle Bridge

KAIL ROADS.
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upou several occasions loaned its credit to r. r. companies by issuing stock and retaining a
upon the roads, which in some cases was afterward relinquished, and in others sacrificed by
at nominal prices.
Throop Avenue to Division^Avenue in
April, 1855
Hamilton Avenue Kouto, Court St. to Ferry in May, 1855
This road is used for passengers only, and
horse power is exclusively employed.
S6th

City Line

St. to

Bushwick Creek to Kent St. in
Kent St. to Furman St. in
City Line to Yellow Hookland in

July,

1R55

Oct.

18.55

1865
July, 185t)

Buffalo

(6

New

Tille R.
falo,

i'ork Oily

Road

Plttsburgli Rail

bv the cunsulidution of the
Buffalo &. httsburgb U. K's.
Bail Road, formerly Attica & IlornellslSr)9,

Articles filed Jan. 22, 1S51.

R.

New

.31

mi. sold to Buf-

York, & Erie K. R. Oct. 31, 1857, and name

changed to

New

Buffalo,

York,

Stations

&,

Erie Rail Road.

and Distances.

(&

Buffalo
Buffalo

Between

From

From

Stations.

Buffalo.

Corning.

Corning.

Junction
Lancaster
Town Line
Alden

Stafford

,60

1
10.45
14.5
19.45
24.92
31.06
34.46
41.66
47.26

Le Roy
Caledonia

32

.51.58

,31

Avon

,93

llamiltons
Livonia
South Livonia

,05

,

45
05
,95
,47

Attica

14

Alexander

,40

Batavia

,20

Wayltnd

.76

Bloods
Liberty
Wallaces

.91

58.89
65.82
74.87
77.43
81.07
84.78
91.43
96.19
102.1

.36

10646

.87

Avoca

.88

111.33
114.21
117.85
121.62
127.77

Couesus
Springwater

.56
.64

.

,71
.65

...

Kanona

.64

-

Bath
Savona
Campbell

.77

.15
.71

1.32.48

Curtis

.67

Coopers
Painted Post...
Corning

.60

134.15
136.75
139.97
141.57

,

.22

m

New York
Rochester Division.

Rochester

.

,

64.14
60.5
56.79
50.14
45.3S
39.47
35.11
30.24
27.-56

23.72
19.95
13.8
9.09
7.42
4.82
1.6

432.63

291.06

From

Rochester.

Avon.

845
11.72
13.99
18.25

Prom

BbrneUsville Division.

Attica.

Attica

Linden

6.87

.Middlehury

4..33

Warsaw

Swainville

5.78
6.77
2.76
3.61
4.07
2.07
7.17

Can.aseraga

443

Gainesville
Castile

Portage

Hunts Hollow

.

Nunda
Burns
Hornellsville

66.7

18.25
8.45
3.27
2.27
4.26

Henrietta..

Rush
Avon

141.57
140.57
131.12
127.07
122.12
116.65
110.51
107.11
99.91
94.31
89.99
82.68
75.75

Frmn,

..

Scottsville

...

4.10
8.30

Stations and Distances.

6.87
11.2
16.98
23.75
26.51

30.12
34.19
36.26
43.43
47.86
51.96
60.26

9.8
6.53

4.26

From
Hornellsville.

60.26
53.39
49.06
43.28
36.51
33.75
30.14
26.07

24
16.83
12.4
8.3

(Official.)

Distances in Miles.
Stations.

Buffido

Hamlmrg
18 Mile Creek

.

Evans

Saw

Center..
Mill

Irving
Silver Creek....

Dunkirk
Salem
Portland
Westfield
Ripley

(Official.)

Distances in Miles.
Stations.

Buflalo and Erie Rail Road.

Con pany formed

April 25, 1832. In 183(i the roiiJ was leased to the Long
Island R. R. Co. for the term of its charter. The lessees
built a tunnel 2.550 feet loUj? under Atlantic St., bought
access to the river, erected buildings and docks at a co.st of
over $300,000, and have since maintained and operat<>d the
road in connection with the Long Island R. K., of which it
is virtually a part.

&

Company formed Juno 6,
Road opened from Dunkirk to the State Line Jan. 1,
and to Buffalo Feb. 22 fuUovving. The Company purchased the North East (Penu.) K. R. under act of April 13,
1857, and now form one company from Butlalo to Erie, i'eua.
It is now operated under the name of
1849.
1852,

Dec.

Brooklyn & Jamaica Rail Road.

Baffalo, Bradford,
Co. was formed
Buffalo & Bradford and

Buffalo <£ State Line Rail Rmul.

lien
sale

Quincy
State Line
Erie, Penn

Between
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By resolution of Assembly of Feb. 2, 1843, r. k. companies were required to report annually to
the Secretary of State; and by an act of April 11, 18-49, to the State Engineer and Surveyor; a
Cb«iiiuiig Rail

Road.

CompaDy formed May 14. 1845.

The road extends from Watkins, at the head of Seneca
Lake, to the New York & Erie R. R., 4 mi. N. w. of Elmira.
It was opened in Dec. 1S49 leased to the New York & Erie
B. R. Co. for ten years from Jan. 1, 1850, for $36,000 per an;

num

and suh-let

;

for the same.

Canandaigna and Elmira R. R. Co.,
now operated by the New Y'ork & Erie

to the

It is

&. R. Co.

Chemung Hail Road.
Stations and Distances.

(Official.)

Distances in Miles.
Stations.

Between

From

Stations.

Watkins.

Jefferson (Watkins)

Havana
Cxroton Corners

Horseheads
Junction
Elmira

3.2
3.7

2

Millport
Pine Valley
,

2.8
4.4
1.2
4.3

RAIL ROADS.
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custom that has since been continued, except during the short period in which the office of R. R.
Commissioners was in existence. This Board was created April 14, 1855, and abolished
April 16,
1857. The expenses of the State Engineer and Surveyor's office
chargeable to rail roads are assessed
upon the several companies in proportion to their earnings. The general act to authorize the formation of R. R. companies was passed March 27, 1848. There are at
present within the State 2,554i
mi. of R. R., besides double tracks and turn outs.
The rail roads give employment to about 18,000
Longf Island Rail Road« Company organized June 15,
1835. Opened through in July, 1844.
The road extends
from Brooklyn to Greenport $100,000 in State stocks was
issued to aid in the construction. The company have leased
the Brooklyn & Jamaica and the Hicksville & Cold Spring
Branch R. Roads, which they operate as a part of this road.
;

Lonff Island RaU Road.
Stations and Distances. (Official.)

Distances in
Stations.

South Ferry
Bedford
East New York
Cypress Avenue
Union Course

_..,

Woodhaven
Jamaica
Willow Tree
Queens (Brushville)
Hyde Park

Hempstead
Hicksville

Syosset

Jerusalem
Farmingdale
Deer Park

Thompson
N. Islip

(Suffolk)....

Bellport

Yaphank
Manor
Riverhead
Jamesport
JIattituck.

Cutchogue
Hermitage
Southold
Greenport

,

Branch.,

Hempstead'.

Westbury

Lakeland
Waverly
Medford

,

,

Mr

NEW YORK STATE GAZETTEER.
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men, and have an aggregate of $74,634,954.76 of stock paid in, and a capital of stocks and debta
amounting to $149,202,311.81, or more than one-tenth of the total valuation of the property of the
State.
Syracuse & Hochester,
via Auburn.
Syracuse
Camillus
Marcellus

Between

From

Frmn,

Stations.

Syracuse.

Rochester.

8i
2^
-^
3
3*
3i
51

Halfway
Skaneateles Junction
Sennett

Auburn
Cayuga
Seneca Falls
Waterloo
Geneva
Oaks Corners
Phelps

4*
3i
6i
4J

Clifton Springs
Shortsville

4i
4^

Canaudaigua

6
6

D

Milk Station
Victor
Fishers

J

of
3f
ei

Pittsford

H

Rochester

lOf
13f
IVi
20}
261
37
41}
45
Sli
5f)i

59i
63}
6Si
V4i
80i
84
87}
941
102}

Rochester, Lnckport, db Ni-

From

agara FaUs Branch.

Rochester.

n

P.ochester

10
oi
—J

Spencerport
Adams Basin
Brockport
Holley

^
4}

Murray
Albion
Knowlesville

Medina

ii

17

21}
25i
30}

Si

40i
45
60
56
59i

6}

0('i

Middleport
Gasport

4J-

Lockport
Lockport Junction
Pekiu
Suspension Bridge.
Niagara Falls

6

5

61
57}

From

24
18}
15

From
Niagara
Falls.

77
67

64^
60
55i

51}
4'IA

40}
36i
32
27
21

17i
10}

Locppryrt

From,
Tona-

wanda.

Rochester
Charlotte

Jfevr

From

From
Lewiston.

Buffalo

Black Bock
Tonawanda

4

I.a Salle

6

H

Niagara Falls
Suspension Bridge
Lewiston

,

4
101

5

2U

6i

1}
4i

23

4i

<£•

Niagara

Bridge Branch.

27 i

Gunns Crossing

From

Oinan-

Tona-

daigua.

wanda.

Canandaigua

85.6
81.4
77.6

4.2
3.S

4.2

East Bloomiield
Millers Corners

46

West Bloomfield
Honeoye Falls
West Rush

3

12.6
15.6

73
70

18.7
24.9

66.9
60.7
59.6
58.4
52.6
45.5
41.4
35.5
29.3
22.7
19.3
12.3

Genesee Valley R. R. June
Canal
Caledonia
Be Roy
Stafford

Batavia
East Pembroke
Bichville

Akron
Clarence Center
Transit

3.1
6.2
1.1
1.2
5.8
7.1
4.1
5.9
6.2
6.6
3.4
7
O.J

Getzville
A'iucent

Tonawanda

3.1

8

26
27.2

33
40.1
44.2
50.1
56.3
62.9
66.3
73.3
76.5
79.5
82.5

From
Charlotte.

=5

York and Erie Rail Road.

Company

organ-

ized in July, 1833. The act autliorizin;^ the road was passed
April 24. 1832. The first preliminary survey was made in
1832, by De Witt Clinton, jr., by order of the government.
In 1834 the Governor appointed Benj. W^right to survey the
route ; who, assisted by Jas. Seymour and Charles Ellett,
began the survey May 23d, and finished it the same year.
In 1835 the Co. was reorganized, and 40 mi. were put under
contract. In 1836 the Comptroller was directed to issue
$3,000,000 State stock to aid in constructing the road. In
1845 the State released its lien on the road, and authorized
the original stockholders to surrender two shares of old
stock, and receive one share of new.
April 8, 1845, a branch
was allowed to be built from Chester to Ncwburgh, 19 mi.
The road was opened as follows : from Piermont to Goshen,
Sept. 22, 1841; to Middletown, June 7, 1843; to Port Jervis,
Jan. 6, 1848 ; to Binghamton, Dec. 28, 1848 ; to Owego, June
and
1, 1849 to Elmira, (Jet. 1849 ; to Corning, Jan, 1. 1850
The Newburgh Branch opened
to Dunkirk, May 14, 1851.
a
bonus
of
to
1850.
The
ro.id
is
Jan. 8,
compelled
pay
$10,000 annually to the State of Pennsylvania for tlie privdetails
State.
short
in
that
of
a
distance
Ample
ilege
passing
will be found in The New York & Erie R. R. Guide, the annual
and special reports of the company, and especially that of
Nov. 1853, and in the following documents of the New York
Legislature: Senate Doc, No. 12, of 1836; Nos, 37, 38, of
1839; Nos, 18, 58, of 1842. Assem. Docs, Nos, 27, 171 of
1838; No, 47, of 1839; No, 215, of 1840; Nos, 113, 297, of
1841 ; and No. 50, of 1842. The Patterson & Ramapo (N.
J.) R. R., 2'.H mi., and the Union R. R., ,'0*^ mi., the Chemung R. R., and the Elmira, Jefferson, & Canandaigua R. R.
are leased and operated by the this company.
;

;

Neiv TorJc

d-

Erie Rail Road.

and Distances,

(Official,)

Distances in Miles.

Statioxs.

s3s
S

271
23i
IVi

lU

From
Canandaigua

From,
Rochester.

.

..

5

Buffalo.

11
3

8
11

5

Buffalo (6 Lewiston.

Attica.

Alexander

Lockport Junction
Halls Station

From

Batavia.

Attica

Stations

Tonawanda

From

Stations.

Batavia....

5U
46i
43i
39
34i

Junction.

to

Tonawanda.

Between

Charlotte Branch.

82

76i
65}

9
1*

,

LocVport Junction

10
loi

102}
94i
92
89
85i

Attica Branch.

9.1
6.1
3.1

^4

t^i^a;

New York

24,00

460,72
445,95
444.95
441.47

1.00

Pier
1.00
4.48
8.73
11.30
12.60
15.07

Piermont
Blauveltville

Clarkstown
Spring Valley

Monsey
15 Mile Turnout

.00

.Tersey City

Bergen
Gerniantown
Hackensack Br
Boiling Spring
Passaic Bridge

Huylers
Paterson
Gravel Switch
Godwinville

Hohokus
Allendale

Ramseys
Sufferns

Ramapo
Sloatsburg
SouthfieUls

Greenwood
Turners

Monroe
O.\ford

East Junction, N,

West

"

4.37.22

434.65
433,35
430.88
459.72
457.25
454.97
453.48

B..

"
.

17.90
19.85
21.55
28.08
30.29
33.48
35.63
38.25
89.83
40.29

2.47
4.75
6.24
9.29
11.09
11.92
16.50
19.71
21.62
23.30
25.50
27.44
31.67
33.62
35.32
41.85
44.06
47.25
49.40
52.02
53.60
54.06

4.10.43

•

44S.63
447.80
443.22
440.01
4.38.10

436.42
434.22
432.28
428.05
426.10
424.40
417.87
415.66
412.47
410.32
407.70
406.12
405.66
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he agreed upon, in May, 1840; and to continue to Albany,
May 14, 1845. The ro.ad was opened to Chatham 4 Corners
Jan. 19, 1852, connecting at that place with the Albany &
West Stockbridge R. R.

Distances in Miles.
Stations.

Ifew Tork

§25'
(^65

Chester

.97

Goshen

4.43
4.no
3.37
3.88
4.69

Hampton
SIiiUlleto\vn

Howells
Otisville

Shin Hollow
Port Jcrvis
MoC;uers Turnout
Rosa Switch

6.40
6.31
3.S3

Pond Eddy
Middaugha

Hankins

1.S6
2.07
5.21
3.9S
5.35
6.01
3.74
4.76
5.19
6.92

Basket

3.r>5

f..70

Shohola

Lacka waxen
Mast Hope
Narrowsburg
Nobodys
Cochecton
Callicoon

Lordville

,

Stockport

Hancock
Dickinsons
Hales Eddy
Deposit
Gulf Summit
Cascade Bridge
Canewacta Bridge

6.92
5.76
4.58
5.61
2.53
4.91
7.28
4.03
2.81
1.38
8.28
5.61
8.64

Susquehanna
Great Bend
Kirk wood
Binghamton
Union

8..55

Campville

6.57
6.82
5.43
4.42
2.42
6.91

Owego
Tioga
Smithboro'
Barton

Waverly

Chemung

Persia Turnout
Dayton
Perrysburgh
Smiths Mills

4.78
5.77
7.00
4.09
5.98
1.84
5.76
1.55
9.21
5.11
7.63
8.19
4.92
4.21
4.94
4.17
3.55
4.80
2.08
6.01
3.72
4.14
3.55
4.43
4.04
4.81
6.82
5.55
3.41
7.20
5.36
3.81
6.27
7.31
6.11
3.29
2.93
6.92

Forest ville

3..S7

Wellsburgh
Elmira
Junction Chemung Br
Big Flats
Noyes Switch
Corning
Painted Post

Addison
RathbonevUle

Cameron
Crosby vi lie
Canisteo
Hornellsville

,

Almond
Alfred
Tip Top

Summit

Andover

Elm

Valley

Genesee
Scio
Phillipsville

Belvidere

Friendship

Cuba Summit
Cuba
Hinsdale
Olean
Allegany
Tunungwant...Great Valley

Bncktooth
Little Valley

Cattaraugus

Sheridan

3.49
4.06

Dunkirk

Wew York

,....

<fc

41.26
45.09
49.69
53.06
66.94
61.63
68.03
74.34
78.17
83.87
85.73
S7.S0
93.01
90.99
102.34
108.35
112.09
116.85
122.04
128.96
132.61
139..53

145.29
149.87
155.48
158.01
102.92
170.20
174.23
177.04
178.42
186.70
192.31
200.95
209.50
216.07
222.89
228.32
232.74
235.16
242.07
246.85
252.62
2.59.62

263.71
269.69
271.53
277.29
278.84
288.05
293.16
300.79
308.98
313.90
318.11
323.05
327.22
3.30.77

335. .57

338.25
344.26
347.98
352.12
355.67
360.10
d64.14
368.95
375.77
381.32
384.73
391.93
397.29
401.10
407.37
414.68
420.79
424.08
427.01
433.9.3

437.80
441.29
445.95

Harlem Rail Road.

55.03
59.46
63.46
66.S3
70.71
75.40
81. SO

88.11
91.94
97. (>4

^4
404.69
400.26
396.26
392.89
389.01
384.32
377.92
371.61
367.78
362.08

18.3.97

188.00
190.81
192.19
200.47
206.08
214.72
228.27
229.84
236.66
242.09
246.51
24S.93
255.84
260.02
266.39
273.39
277.48
283.46
285.30
291.06
292.61
301.82
300.93
314.56
322.75
327.67
331.88
336.82
340.99
344.54
349.34
352.02
358.03
361.75
365.89
269.44
373.87
377.91
382.72
389.54
39r,.(l9

398.50
405.70
411.06
414.87
421.14
42S.45
434.56
437.85
440.78
447.70
451.57
455.06
459.72

358.15
352.94
348.96
343.61
337.60
333.86
329.10
323.91
316.99
313.34
306.42
300.66
296.08
290.47
287.94
283.03
275.75
271.72
268.91
267.53
259.25
253.64
245.00
236.45
229.88
223.06
217.63
213.21
210.79
203.88
199.10
193.33
186.33
182.24
176.26
174.42
168.66
167.11
157.90
152.79
145.16
136.97
132.05
127.84
122.90
118.73
115.18
110.38
107.70
101.69
97.97
93.83
90.28
85.85
81.81
77.00
70.18
64.63
61.22
54.02
48.66
44.85
38.58
31.27
2.5.16

21.87
18.94
12.02
8.15
4.66

Company formed

2. 1831.
Work was coiiiiiiciicimI Feb. 24. l.S32,"and the
mile opened in Oct. fullowing.
The company was
allowed to extend the road north of Harlem Ttiver, to meet
the New York k Albany R. R. at such
point as might

April
first

Harlem Mail

Jinad.

(Official.)

Distances in Milks.
Stations.

Frnm

Between
Stations.

White and Center Sts., N.Y.
26th Street

York ville
Harlem
Mott Haven

New

n

H
H

1"

Morrisania

10

i

Tremont
Fordham

H

Williams Bridge
West Mt. Aernon

li
2*
2

Bronxville

Tuckahoe

Kensico
TJnionvillo

Pleasantville

2
*
3

2i
2

Chappaqiia
Mount Kisko
Bedford

H

Whitlockville

2*

Goldens Bridge

2

^*

Pnrdys

5H

Croton Falls
Brewsters..

Dykeraans
Towners

553
5Si
61i
63J
67i

2i

Paterson

Pawlings
South Dover
Dover Furnace
Dover Plains
Wassaic
Anienia
Sharon Station

6
2*

H

Millerton

4i
3i
3i
4*

Mount Riga

3i-

Boston Corners

Copake

8*
5i

Hillsdale

4

Bains
Martind.ale
Philniont

21
3*
3i

Ghent

6

Chatham Four Corners

2i

lltij

114
112

HU
lOSi
106J
104|
102J
102
99
96
94f
9ui
8Si
85i
83^
81^
79i

69i
67

C3i

"m

.57i

76
80i
84J
88
91i
96
99i
103

54^
50i
46
42f
39i
34*

lOSi
112i
115
118J
]22i
12SA
1301

23

Albany

1-JOJ

H9i

40i
42i
45i
47i
49i

Oi.

12U
llSi:

24
26
28
28J
31J
34
36

2

128
125i
123
122i

12i
14
lOf
ISf
Ifli

White Plains
Washingtons Quarters

From
Ciialhum
4 Corners.

lU

3

Scarsdale

Harts Corners

Ea.st

York.

2*
5i
7*

X

Melro.se

99..50

101.57
106.78
110.76
116.11
122.12
125.86
130.62
135.81
142.73
146.38
153.30
159.06
163.G4
169.25
171.78
176.69

<£

Stations and Distances.

153J

3U
27*
ooi.

isl
15*
12

8i
Oi
•-a

23

&

'Heyx Haven Railroad. This company was allowed to extend their road from the State
The comline to the Harlem R. R. near Williams Bridge.
pany run their trains 15 miles on the Harlem track for
which they pay that company the net profits. The road
was opened Dec. 28, 1848.
New York <£• New Haven Railroad.

Mevr Yorlt

Stations and Distances.

Distances in Miles.
Stations.

Between
Stations.

Twenty-seventh

St.,

New

York
Thirty-second St

Harlem
Williams Bridge

Mount Vernon

New

Rochelle

Mamaroneck
Rye
Port Chester

Greenwich
Cos Cob
Stamford (Conn.)
"
Norwalk
Bridgeport

New Haven

"
"

14
18

From
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Ogdensburgli Railroad.

This company -was formed
by the second mortgage bondholders of the Xorthern K. R.,
from wliich its name was changed. The road extends from
Osfdensbnrgh to Rouses Point, and includes a branch to
Champlain Landing.

Ogdensburgh {Northern) Eailrnad.
Stations and Distances. (Official.)
Distances in Miles.
Stations.

Between
Stations.

lYom

Orj-

densburgh.

Ogdenshurgh
8J

Lisbon

m
8*

Madrid
Potsdam

Knapps

& Stockholm..

Brasher Falls

Lawrence
Moira
Brush's

Jlills.

Bangor
Malone
Burke
Chateaugay

27*
3.54

41A
47

494
55A

6
'

68J

a

4-S-

Summit

7^
74
1

Brandy Brook
EUenburgh
Chazy

8

Centerville

54
S4

Mooers
Perrys Mills

7J
44

Ch.implain
Bouses Point

Oswego

3
7*
5*
5*
2i
5J

Point.

118
1091
lOOJ
93i
90i
824
76*
71
6S4
624
564
49i
444

804
8SA
89i
97A
1024
106i

294
284
204
ISA
11»

11.34

44

118

Syractise Railroad.

<&

-From
Houses

Company formed

Route surveyed during the summer of that
The company was fully organized March 25, 1847, and
the Road was opened in Oct. 1848.
A])ril 29. 1839.

year.

Oswego

<£

Syracuse Railroad.

Stations and Distances.

(OilScial.)

Distances in Miles.
Stations.

Between
Stations.

From,
Oswego.

From
Syracuse.

Oswego
Minetto
Fulton
South Granby

44
61
44

Lamsons

2|
44
124

Baldwinsville
Syracuse

44
114
154
ISA
23
354

354
31
24|
19i
174
12A

&> Montreal Railroad. Company
formed Feb. 25, 1850. Road commenced in Aug. 1851, and
1852. It connects with the Lake, St. Louis,
20,
opened July
& Province Line R. R. It crosses the Ogdensburgh R. R. at
Mooers Junction.
Flatlsburgh and Montreal Railroad.
Stations

and Distances.
Distances in Miles.

Stations.

Plattshurgh

Beekmantown
West Chazy
Sciota

Mooers
Montreal (Canada)

Between

RAIL ROADS.
Saratoga <6 Washington Rail Road. Chartered May 2, 1834.
Capital. $600,000. Company organized April 20, 1835. The
work was begun and over §60,000 expended, when it was
stopped in 18SG. The time was extended Aprd 13, 1840, May
i, 1844, and April 4, 1850, and the stock was increased §250,000
April 7, 1847. Company allowed to extend the road east to
A new route was in part adopted upon
Vt., March 7, 1S4S.
resuming work. Began laying rails April 10, 1S48. Koad
opened to G.msevoort Aug. 15, 1S4S, to Whitehall Dec. 10,
i'oUl Feb. 27, 1S55,
1848. and to Lake Station April 9, 1851.
on t'ori'ilosuri^ of second mortgage, and name changed to
RallRoail.
&,
"Wliiteliall
Company formed
Saratoga
June 8, 1855. Capital SoUO.OOO. This company leases and
runs the Rutland and Whitehall R. R. to CastletOn, \t.
Saratoga (£• WldtehaU Rail Road.
Stations and Distances.

Distances in Miles.
Stations.

Between

Prom

From

Stations.

Saratoga.

Whitehall.

6.3

Edward
Dunham's Basin
Fort

.8

3..32

4.5
3.91
3.91
6.6
l.SS

Smith's Basin
Fort Ann

Comstocks
Whitehall Junction.

Lake Station
"

"

6.6

39
1.88
6.62
8.47
10.22
13.5

40.88
45.62
47.47
49.22
52.5

6.62
1.85
1.75
3.28

Vt

28.34
23.04
22.24
18!92
14.42
10.51

10.66
15.96
16.76
20.08
24.58
28.49
32.4

10.66

Moreau

Hydeville
Castleton

Second Avenue Rail Road Company

of the City of

Jan. 19, 1853. Road to extend from
Harlem River to Peck Slip. In 1855 the company were
allowed to bridge Harlem and Bronx Rivers, to discon-

^ew York was formed

tinue the road from Chatham St. through Oliver and South
to Pearl St.
Sts., and to lay a new track on Bowery
Rail
Company of the City of New
Sixth
York was formed Dec. 7, 1851. The road extends from
Chambers St. to Central Park and was opened from Broad-

Avenue

Road

way to Fortv-Fourth St. Aug. 19, 1852.
Syrac\ise, Binghamton, &. Ne^v YorU Rail
Road. Company originally formed July 2, 1851, as the
Road opened through
Syracuse & Binghamton R. R.

It was sold Oct. 13, 1856, on foreclosure of
mortgage, and name changed to the Syracuse & Southern
K. R. Its present name was assumed under act of March
In 1858 the company were authorized to purchase
31, 1857.
the Union R. R. to the canal at Geddes.
Oct. 23, 1854.

Syracuse, Binghamton, <&New Tiyrh Rail Road.
Stations and Distances. (Official.)

Stations.

Betiveen

From

Stations.

Si/ranise.

Syracuse
Jamesville
La Fayette
Apulia

6.69
14.36
19.46
21.43
26.76
29.47
33.73
36.4
39.94
46.19
50.09
62.99
56.64
58.78
68.06
74.2
79.33

6.69
7.67
5.10
1.97

TuUy

5.-33

Preble

2.71
4.26

York

Homer

2.67

Cortland
Blodgets Mills
State Bridge

3.54
6.25
3.90
2.90

Marathon
Killawog
Lisle

3.65

Whitneys Point..,
Chenango Forks.,
Chenango

2.14
9.28
6.14
5.13

Binghamton.......

Third Avenue Rail Road

Company

From
Bingham^
ton.

79.33
72.64
64.97
59.87
57.9
52.57
49.86
45.6
42.93
39.39
33.14
29.24
26.34
22.69
20.55
11.27
5.13

of the City of

The road extends from
the intersection of Park Row and Broadway through Park
Harlem
Row, Chatham St., Bowery, and Third Avenue to
in 1853,
Kiver. It was opened from Ann to Sixty-First St.
to Ei"-hty-Sixth St. July 4, 1854, and to Uarlem in 1859.

New York was

&

formed Oct.

6,

<C-

Bennington Rail Road.

Stations and Distances.

Distances in Mile.^.
Stations.

Between

From

Stations.

Troy.

Troy
Lansingburgh

3

Junction
Schaghticoke
Piltstown
Johnsonville
Buskirks Bridge
Eagle Bridge
Hoosick Falls Junction
Hoosick Falls
Hoosick Corners
Petersburgh

3

5

8

4

12
14
16
21
23
25

2
2
5

2
2
2
3
2
15

North Adams, Mass

From

27
30

32
47

Western Vermont Rail Road.

From
North

Stations.

From

Hoosick.

North Hoosick
W.alloomsac
North Bennington, Vt

Rutland

Troy

"..

2
4

2

64

60

6

& Greenbiisli Rail Road.
Company organized
the New York &

1845 under a lease from
Albany
The road had been commenced about 1842, and operaIt is
It was opened in June, 1845.
lease.
operated by the Hudson River R. R. Co. under a
Company formed March
Troy &. Rutland Rail Road.
The road extends from Hoosick near Eagle Bridge
6, 1851.
to Salem. It was opened June 28, 1852, and leased to the
Rutland & Washington (Vt.) R. R., until March. 1855, when
it was placed in the hands of a receiver, and run by the
Albany Northern R.R.

May

14,

R. R.

tions suspended.

Troy Union Rail Road.

Company formed .July 21, 1851.

Road commenced in Feb. 1853, and opened Feb. 22. 1854. It
is owned by parties representing the intercuts of the Troy
& Greenbush, Troy & Boston, Rensselaer & Saratoga, and
New York Central R. Roads, and is used by the above companies in common.
Union Rail Road. Company formed Jan. 10, 1851. The
road extends from Patterson and Ramapo (N. J.) to the New
York & Erie R. R. at Sufferns. It ia operated by the latter
road under a lease.
Union Rail Road. Company formed Nov. 13, 1856. The road
extends from the 6th Ward in Syracuse to the Erie Canal in
Geddes. By an act of April 16. 1858, the Co. were authorized
to sell the road to the Syracuse. Binghamton, & N. Y. R. R. Co.
Rail Road. Company formed
WatertOTvn &,
Rome in Nov. 1848.
April 17, 1832. W'ork commenced at
Road opened to Camden in 1849, to Pierrepont Manor in Blay,
in Nov. 1851,
1851, to Watertown in Sept. 1851, to Chaumont
and to Cape Vincent May 1, 1852.
Watertmvn, Rome, d- Cape Vincent Rail Road.

Rome

Distances in Miles.

Little

Troy

39

Saratoga
Gansevoort

State Line
Fair Haven,

73

1853.

Bennington Kail Road. Company

formed
Troy
1851. Road opened
May 15, 1851. Workcommencedin &June,
Boston
R.R.
with
the
the
Troy
Connects
1.
1S52.
Aui:.
Western Vt. R.R. Tt is leased to the Troy & Boston R. R.Co.
formed Nov. 20,
Road.
Rail
Company
&,
Boston
Troy
1S49. Work coiiniieiic(«i in June, 1860. Road opened from
Troy tn llonsick Falls in Aug. 1853. Most of tlie remainder
&
to the State Line is graded. The company leases tlie Troy
Bennington 1!. R. and 7 mi. of the Vermont Western R. R.

Stations

and Distances.

(Official.)

Distances in Miles.
Stations.

Cape Vincent
Three Mile Bay

Chaumont
Limerick
Brownville

Watertown

Adams Center
Adams
Pierrepont Manor.,
Mannsville

Sandy Creek
Richland
Albion
Kasoag
Williamstown

West Camden
Camden
McConnelsville

Taberg

Rome

YORK STATE GAZETTEER.
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Official

•8

Nahes.

Albany, Vermont & Canada
Albany & West Stockbridge
Black River & Utica
Blossliurg

& Corning

Brooklyn City
Buffalo,

Xew York &

Erie

& State Line
Cayuga & Susquehanna
Buffalo

Chemung
Eighth Avenue
Eluiira, Canandaigua & Niagara
Flushing
Hudson & Boston
Hudson Kiver

Falls..

Long Island
New York Centi'al
New York & Erie
New York & Harlem
New York & New Haven
Ogdonsburgh
Oswego & Syracuse
Potsdam & Wntertown

& Saratoga
& Genesee Valley
Sackets Harbor & Ellisburgh
Saratoga & Schenectady
Saratoga & 'Whitehall

Rensselaer
Itochester

,

,

Second Avenue
Sixth Avenue
Syracuse, Binghamton

Third Avenue

Troy
Troy
Troy
Troy
Troy

&
&
&
&

Bennington
Boston
Greenbush
Rutland
Union

Watertown & Rome

& New

York...,

Summai-y of Bail Road

Statistics

RAIL ROADS.
for the year ending Sept. 30, 1858.

1,
I

.

P
bo

^
$ 2,010,6a4.64

$ 84,119.86

72,904.83

i.2;54,:)ii.M

'"60.524.33
23.554.24
395.026.80
429,753.89
840.116.71

28,09i'.92
""2.S8.'77i.22

97,151.08

77,285.40

338.410.16
17.989.46
40,072.52
58.207.21
7, 6:36,412 28
320,588.93

177.753.91
11.947.28

Freight Transporta-

tion.

tion, UN To.vs.

Niimher.

406,i",01.2S

2,975,325.06
2.772,987.09
1,183.012.71
400,000.00
833,642.87
200,000.00
308 891.33
175,000,00
11,328.989.96
2,566.270.07
80.732.517 ..54

196,911

34.058,632.63
7,948,116.35
6.3-24.527.09

4.788.791.26
761,380.11
1.587,028.08
9*30,550.58

653,539.64
389,170.84
480,684.15
903.890.92
1,005.403.71
855,957.22
2.837.607.66

1,378.090.74
253.931.19

1,422,188.86
294,731,43
338,688.87

$ 12.500.00

'"io8,ooo.o6

96,000.00

41.50(>.29

47,307.60

10,500.00

479,841
1,483.464

:;7.iio

413,;!56

9.53.819

54,640.63
49.672.54

37,097.93
'l8,3o6!66

1,39.388.67

'ih.T^'.ih
n9.7ii4.:;7

125,042.55

4,293
1,400
50,806
100,197

15.8.52

220.779

5.32.477.85

110,982.77
3,514.02

316,600
831,679

73,908

14,360,006
19,809,225
2,074,375

6,768,203

617.001.47
2,108.75

698,300
7,511,.341

]:3.1.30

290.532
85,556

64,931,450
17,940.971
32.908.957
2,707.920

3,791.4.57.62

.34.918

"I'iijo'g

793.602
720,070

'l,'9i'9,564.()6

208.222.86
37.280.57
48.358.60
30.150.00

177,027.85
403,055.08
3,164.88

Mileage.

220.035

17,854,082
623,885

56.658,109
7,380.760

283.79:!.93

Number.

""8,192,0(10

1.36,091.023

8.36,612.14
41O.SOli.00

227,457.70
280,617.86

1,864,210
5,094.681
1,121.012
103,847

2.124.4.">9

3,487,292.67

94..385.03

53.647
9,364
7,505,859
185,876
296,194
26,253

1,415.3.39
3r«.i:!0

1,041,773.43
174.215.05

6,528.412.70
5,151,610.43
975.853.86

115996.C8

80,000.00

301,6:32.09

480.507.05

Mileage.

<5

171,0-16

1.03'<,S39.97

AcciDKNT3.

-§

S

II

Passenger Transporta-

a

71,764
92,492
71.850
151,576
43.948
7,340

89,480
765,407
81<i,905
122,.371

175,969
8,356
880,466
18,416,865
2,230.990
142.091,178
165.895.636
7.440,561

04,058

3.715,.364

160,4.32

13.210.357

703,184
08,913

42.810
21,142
69,903
27,700
8,342

1,375,657
699,023
1,580,757
470,900
74,692

2,452,281

62,868

1,871,411

2,753,962

73,410

5,058,890

1,798,203

56,049

1,482,292

'9,899"i28

2,i:il.9r,2
1,72.-|.177

3,662,026

7,500.00
i 2,544.00

93,035
4,504.645

178.220.24
100,700.61

75,000.00

5,612,3.57

242,811.53

'93,6b6!o6

7,945,462

107.504

87,432

71,753.69

732,114.72
2,159,295.04

391.973.40

232.607.41

44,952.00

127.285

"4,100,132

123,599

$129,621,542.88

S20,527 ,951.53

$12,716,305.68

$2,517,667,08

40.977,229

375,335,441

3,569,082

1

NEW YORK STATE GAZETTEER.

76

Bail Roads Projected, Abandoned, or merged in

DaU of

Najies of Rail Roads.

Organization.

Capital.

Adirondack

April

1839

$100,000

Albany, Bennington & Rutland

April

23,1850

400,000

Albany Northern
Albany & Cohoea

Feb.

12, 1851

335,000

Co. not organ'd

Albany & Saratoga
Albany & Saratoga
&,

Albany

1,

Springs..

Schenectady

June

28, 1852

300,000

Sept.

20,1852

200,000

April

19,18-17

Albany & Susquehanna

April

Albion

AprU 17,1832

& Tonawanda

Atlantic

&,

Great Western..

Attica
Attica

& Allegany
& Buffalo

Attica

&.

Dec.

Valley...

Sept.

May

2.

1851

4,000,000
200,000

1858

150,000

16, 1852

1830

1,000,000
350,000

1,

3,

May

14, 1845

750,000

& Sheldon
Auburn & Canal
Auburn & Ithaca
Auburn & Rochester.

May

21, 18.36

AprU

24.18.32

May
May

21,
13,

1836
1836

50,000
150,000
500,000
2,000,000

Auburn & Syracuse-

May

1,

1834

400,000

Aurora & Buffalo
Batavia & Chicktawauga
Bath & Coney Island.
Bath & Crooked Lake
Binghamton & Susquehanna..
Black River

April

1832
17, 1850

300,000
300,000

Jlarch 24. 1831
April 29. 1833

20,000
150,000

HomellsvUle

.

Attica

Aug.

14.

April

17.

1832

900,000

BK-ick River

May

21.

Black River

Jan.

1836
27, 1853

200,000
120,000

May

1830

80,000

Co. of Brooklyn Aug.
May
Brooklyn, Fort Hamilton

11, 1858
12, 1836

200,000

Buffalo International

25, 1857

150,000

1,1857

1,500,000

iBrewerton & Syracuse

Broadway B. R.

New York k

BiJfalo,

i
&

Buffalo
Buffalo

Feb.

Erie...

Sept.

1,

1853

Allegany Valley

May

Batavia.

AprU 18,1838

& Black Rock
& Conhocton Valley...
Buffalo, Corning & New York.,

21,

Buffalo

April

29,1833

Buffalo

June

26,

1850

March

18,

1852

Buffalo
Buffalo
Buffalo

& Erie
April
& Hinsdale
May
& Lake Huron (Canada)

14.18.32

Buffalo

&

27,1852

Buffalo

& New

Buffalo

& New York Qty ......

York...

Buffalo, Tonawanda &
Falls
Buffalo & Niagara Falls

Buffalo

& Pittsburg
&

Buffalo, Pittsburg

Buffalo

&

April

Lockport....

Jan.

Niagara

St. Louis....

Rochester

Canandaigua Railway & Transportation Co
/
Canandaigua & Corning
"I

Canandaigua & Elmira.

12,

1846

160,000

otlier

Roads.
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Bail Boads Projected, Abandoned, or merged in other Eoads, continued.
Dale of

Names of RiiL Roads.

Organizalion.

Caniwidaigua & Niagara Falls.... Dec.
Nov.
Canaiidai^ua & Syracuse

Cassadaga & Erie

& West

Castleton

Stockbridgo...

Catskill

& Canajoharie.

Catskill

& Ithaca

Chautauqua County
Chemung & Ithaca
Cherry Valley
Clifton

&

Susquehanna...

250,000

5,

1834

300,000

(
Nothing done.
State Line
\
j
Castleton and West Stockbridge Nothing done under this organi-

April

19,

1830

600,000

Catskill

1,500,000

Catskill

zation.

April

21, 1828

July

23, 1851

60,000

May
May

16. 1837

200,000

10,

1830

500,000

8,

1853

350,000

Jan.

22, 1S53
21, 183ti

150.000

May
April

30, 1839

2,500

Cooperstown & Clicrry Valley.

May

15, 1837

150,000

Corning & Blossburg
Corning & Olean
Cuxsackie&Sclicnectady.
DansviUe & Rochester
Delaware

April

6,

1851

5,

1853

May

15, 18.37

March

22, 1S3;
21, 1830

May

Avenue
Dunkirk & State Line

March

Dutchess

March

15, 18.50
28, 1832

Dutchess

May

25,

April

24, 1857

April

k

Nia-"|

1,

1853

1836

and Ithaca
York & Krie R. R. and

Penn. State Line

Head

of

constmcted, and
wards abandoned.
Nothing done.
Not constructed.

and Canajoharie..

ofter-

Partly

,

1

j

Cayuga and Penn. Line Nothing done.

& Syracuse R. U. and'
New York & Erie R. R

Nothing done.

and Vreeland Farm,
Nothing done.
on Lower Bay
iUtica
Nothing done but survey.
Clyde and L.ak(( Ontario
Moss
Hill
and
Quarries iNotliiiig done.
Landing
In Cattaraugus co
Nothing done. Intended for lumbering purposes.
Cooperstown and Canandai-I Nothing done.
J
gua k Syracuse R. R
Coming and Blossburg Coal Changed in 1854 to Blossburg &
Corning R. R.
Region in Penn.
Nothing done.
Corning and Olean
Coxsackie and Schenectady
Nothing done.
DansviUe and Rochester
Surveyed. Nothing further done
Clifton

Cold Spring

Feb.

New

J
(

Coeymans

Elmira, Canandaigua
gara Falls

Nothing done.
Nothing done.
)

21. 1836

Clyde & Sodus Bay

Division

Canandaigua and Erie Canal
Canandaigua and Syracuse
Cassadaga Creek and Penn.

May
May

March

& South aifton

10,1850 $1,000,000
26, 1853 1,000,000

Remarks.

Connections.

Capital.

75,OiX)

850,000
500.000
300.000
400,000
5(K).000
5O0.(K)0

600,000
1,000,000

Nothing done.
Not constructed.
Nothing done.
Nothing done.

Delhi and Deposit

Brooklyn

Dunkirk and State Line
Pouirlikeepsie and State Line
f Pougbkeopsio and Mass. or 1
J
\ Conn, line

Nothing done.

Formed by connection

of Ca-

nandaigua & Elmira and Canandaigua & Niagara Falls
R. Roads.
Elmira and Willlamsport, Penn. Nothing done by this Corporation.
Attica & Butliilo R. K. and )
done.
Genesee & Cattaraugus H.R. f Nothing
Little Valley Creek
andj Partly graded.
Penn. State Line
J
!
Fishhouse and Amsterdam
Nothing dAe.
Company never organized.
Fredonia and Vau Buren...
Nothing done.

Elmira and Suspension Bridge...

J

,^

Elmira & Williamsport.,

April

21,1832

75,000

Erie

& Cattaraugus

May

15, 1837

200,000

Erie

& New York

July

11,1851

750,000

April

City

Fishhouse & Amsterdam
Fredonia & Van Buren
Genesee Valley

May
June

20,1832
12, 184S
21, 1836
2, 1856

Genesee & Cattaraugus....

May

15, 1837

400,000

Genesee & Hudson River..
Geneseo
Geneseo & Pittsford

Dec.

7,000,000
15,000

Geneva

&, Canandaigua....
Gilboa
Goslien & Albany

April
April

11, 1852
11, 1848
11, 1836
21, 1828

Goshen &

May

15, 1839
12, 1842
13, 1837

1,500,000
150,000

Great Ausable

April

17, 1828

150,000

Greene-

April

18, 1838

20,000

Harlem & High Bridge..
Herkimer & Trenton
Honeoye
Hudson & Berkshii-e

Aug.

25,

150,000

May
May
April

1R53
13, 1836
21, 1836
21, 1858

Hudson & Delaware..

Landing & State Line.

Fishkill

AprU

250,000
""i"2,6<)6

300,000

Avon and Mount

April

May
Api'il

New York

,

150,000
100,000
150,000

200,000
250,000
350,000

Trains

Morris....

and New York &1
\ ErieR. R
Rochester and Albany
Geneseo and Canal in York
Geneseo and Pittsford
Geneva and Canandaigua...
f

Attica

commenced

in

March 1859.

Nothing done.

done.
done.
done.
done.
done.
Gilboa to Canajoharie
done.
and
Albany
.jHoshen
Goshen to New Jersey State line Notliing done.
Port Kent and Ausable Forks... Nothing done.

(Greene and
ErieR, R

Nothing
Nothing
Nothing
Nothing
Nothing
Nothing

New York &)

\

J

East River and High Bridge
Herkimer and Trenton
Erie Canal and Honeoye Lake..
Hudson and Berkshire

,

Nothing done.
Not constmcted.
Nothing done.
Nothing done.
Merged in Hudson and Boston
R. R,

April

19,1830

500,000

Ithaca

& Geneva

April

1832

800,000

Ithaca

& Owego

Jan.

2S, 1828

150,000

Ithaca & Port Renwick..
Jamesville

April

Johnstown

May
May

Jordan & Skaneateles

May

Kingston Turnpike & R. R
April
Lake Champlain & Ogdensburgli April
Lake Ontario, Auburn & New)

AprU
York
j
Lake Ontario, Auburn & New 1
May
York
...J
Lake Ontario & Hudson River... April

9,

1834
1836

15,000
25,000

13, 1836

75,000

1837

20,000

23, 1835

20,000

20, 1832

3,000,000

16,
21,

6,

15, 1851

1,500000

9.

1856

1,500,000

6.

1857

Newburgh and Delaware River, Graded, but nothing further
f Ithaca and Geneva & Canau- )
Not constructed.
daigua R. R
\
Ithaca and Owego

done.

/

Ithaca and Cayuga Lake
Jamesville to Erie Canal
(Johnstown and Utica & Sy-1
1
racuse R. R
f
/Jordan and terminus Sksrl
neatelesB. R
j
(
Esopus Creek and Kingston
Ogdensburgh and L. Champlain.

Changed to Cayuga and Susquehanna R. R.
Not constructed.
Nothing done.
Nothing done.

Not constructed.

Not constructed.
Surveyed, but not constructed.
Sodus Bay and Cayuga Grading commenced, but no part

and Susquehanna R. R.
{Little
The same

completed.

/Work resumed, but no part
completed.
(
Name changed from Sackets Harbor & Saratoga R. R.
completed.

No part

Aug.

20, 1852

150,000

Lansingburgh & Troy
Lansingburgh & Troy
Lebanon Springs

May

19, 1R36

Nov.

13,

Dec.

1,

1853
1S51

40,000
10,000
500,000

/Lewiston and mouth of Ni-\ Nothing done.
J
(
agara River
Nothing done.
Lansingburgh and Troy
The same
Nothing done.
Lebanon Springs and Chatham.. Grading commenced, but no part

Lewiston..

May

6,

1836

200,000

Lewiston and Niagara Falls

Lake Ontario &

New York

.

completed.
Leased to the New York Central
R. R. Co.
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Rail Roads Projected, Abandoned, or merged in
Date of

Names op Rail Roads.

Orgatiization.

May

21, 1S36!

AprH

24,

Lockport & Youngstown..

May

Madiijon Couaty

AprU

21, 1836
17,1829

Lockport & Batavia
Lockport & Niagara Falls

18U^$

Manhattan
MaulieimA Salisbury.

&

Remarhs.

175,000

Lockport and Batavia
Lockpoi-t and Niagara

350,000
70,000

Lockport and Youngstown...
Chittenango and Cazenovia..

Nothing done.

Merged in the
R.R.

Falls.,

New York Central

Nothing done.
Preliminary surveys made. Nothing else done.

.

Mayville

Roads, continued.

Connections.

Gipilal.

TMalden
Maiden

oilier

Portland.

Meiliua & Darieu
Medina & Lake Ontario....

May

13, 1837

350,000

Nov.

28, 1853

310.000

April

28,1834

75,000

March

29,
15,

1832
1834

13, 18.36

150,000
100,000
200.000

11, 1851

2,000,000

17,1826

300,000

May
M.iy
Jan.
April

Mohawk Valley
Mohawk & Hudson

and

Ismithbush

-<

junction

and

o:

Nothing done.

Esopus

Roads
(^
Manhattanvilleand South Ferry Notliing done.
Name changed to Mohawk & St.
Little Falls and NicholviUe
Lawrence R. R.
Nothing done.
Mayville and Portland
Medina and .Alexander.....
Nothing done.
Medina and Carlton.
Nothing done.
TJtica and Schenectady....
Surveyed, but not constructed.
Name
and
changed to Albany & ScheAlbany
Schenectady..
nectady R. R. First R. R. in
the State.

New York
Mohawk & Moose River.,
.Mohawk &

April

Lawrence R. R.
& Navigation Co
May

14,1857

{

Central R. R.

in^

Montgomery county and > Nothing done.
Moose River Lakes
J

St.

11, 1837

1,000,000
100,000

Newark

Ma'y

21,

New York City
New York & Albany..

May

12, 18.51

120,000

April

17,

1832

3,000,000

1836

NicholviUe and Piseco Lake
Vienna and Lake Ontario
the city and 1
J Lower part of
Macombs Bridge
J
(

New York and Albany

Not constructed.
Nothing done.
Nothing done.

No

part of the road completed

by

New York & Connecticut
New York & Newbuigh

May

1846

12,

150,000

March

27,

1854

500,000

Feb.

18,

1852

1,000,000

New York & Troy

Jan.

30. 1852

1,000,000

New York & Western
New York & Jamaica

June

10.

New York

&,

New Eochelle

State line

Niagara Bridge & Canandaigua.. Aug.

1853 12,000,000

1S59
23, 1858

150,000
1,000,000

1852
1862

250,000
100,000
150,000
175,000

Company.

J

New Rochelle and New York \ No
City
;
New York & Harlem R. R.
I

.\iig.

this

Ridgefield, Conn., and Harlem.. Nothing done.
Newburgh and New Jersey \ Nothing done.

in Ghent and Troy
|
State Line in Rockland Co. )

part constructed..

Nothing done.

Surveyed, nothing further done.
and Canandaigua
)
In progress of construction.
Jamaica and Hunters Point
Niagara Bridge and Canandaigua Changed from Canandaigua &
Niagara Falls R. K. Leased to

New York

Niagara Falls, Buffilo & N. Y....
Niagara Falls & Lake tetario ...
Niagara Falls & Lewistown
Niagara Kiver
Northern

Northern

(N.J.).,

.Tune

4.

Sept.
Sept.

3,
1.

July

3.

May

14,

April

1S47
1852
1845

2,000,000

Suspension Bridge and Buffalo...
Niagara Falls and Youngstown..
Niagara Falls and Lewiston.
Niagara Falls and Lewiston
Rouses Point and Ogdensburgh.

Piermont and Jersey City-

15,1858

Central R. R.

Nothing done.
Graded and rails laid, but not used.
Nothing done.
Nothing done.
Since changed to Ogdensburgh
R.R.
Allowed to extend from State Line
to Piermont.

Constructed.

Northern Slackwater & Railway

Co

:.

May

Kent and

13, 1846

2,000,000

Port

31. 1857

1,538,500
2,000,000

Ogdensburgh and Rome.,

Route explored, nothing

BoonvUle..

fiirther

done.
Dec.
Ogdensburgh
Ogdensburgh, Clayton & Rome. Feb.
Orange & Sussex Canal Co
April

19, 1853
9, 1829

OBwego,Binghamton & New York Aug.
Jan.
Oswego Northern & Eastern

1855

400,000

12, 1853

'400,000

14,

Oswego & Troy
Oswego & TJtica

Feb.

21,

May

13,

1854
1836

2,000.000
750.000

Otsego

AprU

26, 18.'52
21, 1836

200,000
500,000

6,

1837

12,000

4,

1857

Owego & Cortland
Penfield & Canal

May
May

Piermont West Shore..

Dec.

March 17, 1851
Plattsburgh & Rouses Point...
Port ByroQ & Auburn
AprU 17, 1829
Rochester, Lockport & Niagara
Falls
Dec.
10, 1850
Rochester

& Canal

Rochester

& Lake

Rochester

& Lockport

Rail Road..

Ontario

May

& Pittsburgh.,
Rochester & Southern
Rochester & Syracuse
Rochester

Rome &

March

40,000

\

landR.R

J

Oswego and Troy
Oswego and Utica
Cooperstown and Milford
Owego and Cortland or Homer...
Penfield and Erie Canal
( Piermont and terminus of-j
J
Northern R. R. (N. J.) at V
State Line

Rochester and Charlotte.,
Rochester and Lockport..

400,000

1853

1,000,000

Dec.

27, 1852
1, 1850

200,000
4,200,000

13, 18.37

350,000
100.000

Superseded by extension of Northern R. R. to Piermont.

Consolidated in

Falls.,

New York

Cen-

tral R.R.
Completed to near the Landing

Rochester and Lake Ontario..

100,000

18,

done.
done.
done.

Rochester and Niagara

1852

July

done but survey.
done but survey.

Nothing done.
Nothing done.

30,000

15, 1837

Nothing
Nothing
Nothing
Nothing
Nothing

Plattsburgh and Rouses Point.
Auburn and Port Byron,

26, 1831
3,

Northern.

Partly graded, and abandoned.
Allowed to build a K. E. on the
line of their route.
Nothing
done.

Nothing done beyond surveys.
Oswego and Syracuse
f Oswego andWhitehall & Rut\ Nothing done.

I

500,000
50,000

May

Aug.

Name changed from

in 1832.
Le.-wed to New York Central R. R.
Co. on consolidation.
Nothing done under this organization.

f Genesee Valley R. R. and)
Allegany Valley R. R
\
J
Rochester and Meudon
Rochester and Syracuse

Not constructed.
Not constructed.
Consolidated with

New York Cen-

tral in 1855.

Port Ontario

Rutland & Whitehall

,

,

Sackets Harbor

&

Sackets Harbor

& Watertown..

Saratoga.

,

May
May
AprU

1836
10,1848

2,000,000

Aug.

25, 1855

110,000

21,

Rome and

Port Ontario
Whitehall and Itutland
Sackets Harbor and Saratoga.

Nothing done.
Nothing done.
.

Name changed
Partly graded.
to Lake Ontario and Hudson
K. R.

Sackets Harbor and Watertown

Surveyed, but
done.

nothing further

|

I

I
'

I

KAIL ROADS.
Hail Hoads Projected, Abandoned, or merged in other Roads, continued.
Dale of

Names of Bail Roads.

Organization.

Salina

k Port Watson

Saratoga Springs k

April

S-'cImvlcrville April

27, 1829

% 375,000

1832

100,000

6,

Syracuse and Port Watson
f Saratoga Springs and Schuy- )

17,

1832

May
May

6,

May
May
May

& Otsego
Scottsville & Canandaigua..
Scottsville k LeKoy

April

May

12, 1838
21, 1836

Sharon & Root..

April

18, 1S3S

50,000

May

19,

1836

25,000

March

13,

1838

March

8,

1852

350,000

Saratoga
Saratoga

April

& Montgomery
& Washington

Schenectady & Catskill
Schenectady & Susquehanna

.

Schenectady & Troy

200,000

1836

150,000

2,1834

600,000

13,

1846

1,000,000

13,

1846

1,500,000

21,

1836

500,000

25, 1832

300,000

Nothing done.

Nothing done.
j
and Fort Edward
Nothing done by this company.
f Ballstuu Spa and W. branch
\
Nothing done.
of North Uiver
\
(
Saratoga and Vt. State Line...... Name changed to Saratoga k
Wliiteliall R.R.
Schenectady and Catsk ill
Nothing done.
f Schenectady and New York )
done.
Nothing
k Erie R. K
\
/
Consolidated with New York CenSchenectady and Troy
(

Saratoga k Fort Edwanl

Semarki.

Cunnedjions.

Capital.

lervillo

Saratotra

tral R. R. in 1853.

Schoharie

f

&

Catskill

Central R.R. and)

100.000

Susiiuehanna
Scottsville and Can.andaigua

200,000

Scottsville

(

April

Nothing done.

j

Nothing done.

and LeRoy

Partly constructed but afterwards

abandoned.

/Branch of
\
f

Skaneateles

.

& Jordan
Sodus Point k Southern
Skaneateles

.

I

300,000

1836

500,000

Syracuse and Binghamton

Surveyed.

13,

July

2,

1836
1851

75,000
1,200,000

Syracuse and Stone quarries..
Syracuse and Binghamton

Nothing done.
Opened in 1854.

1836

250,000

2,

1851

Syracuse Stone
Syracuse & Binghamton

J

21,

21,

Aug.
Bing-

R-R

May
May

May

Staten Island
Syracuse, Cortland

&

Nothing done.
joharieR. R
j
Skaneateles and some pointl
on Skaneateles & Jordan > Constructed, but since abandoned.

Skaneateles and Jordan
Changed from Skaneateles R.R.
Sodus Point and Catskill & Partly graded; work stopped in
Ithaca R.R.
1854.
From near Quarantine to)
Not constructed.
i
opposite Amboy
J
Clifton and Tottenville
Not constructed.

Staten Island

hamton

-;

k Cana-I

Catskill

Syracuse

& Southern.

Oct.

13,

1856

1,201,300

Syracuse and Binghamton

Syracuse

k

May

11,

1836

1,000,000

Syracuse and Utica.,

Nothing further done.

New York

TItiea..

k

Jan.

Utica Direct

20, 1853

Tioga Coal, Iron Mining
ManufacturLne Co

600,000

\

Tonawanda..

April

14,1832

500,000

Trenton & Sackets Harbor....
Troy Turnpike k Rail Road.,
Troy & Utica
Troy & West Stockbridge

May
April
Feb.

15, 1837
18, 1831
10, 1853
10, 1836

500,000
100,000
2,500,000
600,000

16, 1837

500,000

1836

500,000

Tyrone & Geneva

May
May

Ulster County

May

.

21,

Bituminous coal region and )

Chemung

Trenton and Sackets Harbor....,
Troy and Bennington, Vt
Troy and Utica
Troy and West Stockbridge
/Geneva and New York k]

,

Erie

1

I

&

R.R

Kingston and

\

Erie

and

R.R

9,

1836

600,000

May

18,

1853
29,1833

1,000,000
2,000,000

utica and Binghamton
Utica and Schenectady

1832
18, 1852
26, 1854
17, 1832
5, 1834

1,000,000
1,000,000
300.000

Utica
Utica
Utica
Glens

13, 1837

100,000

200,000

k Susquehanna
& Syracuse Straight
& Waterville
Warren County
Warsaw k LeRoy
Warwick
Utica
Utica
Utica

April
Line.. Sept.
,.

June
April

May
May

25,

250,000
100,000

Central.,

Dec.

8,

1853

Vincent...

1836

50,000

500,000
500.000
6,000,000
1,000,000
100,000

Washington County

Watertown & Cape

April

May

13,

Watervliet k Schenectady..
Westchester County

May

West

Feb.
Dec.
April

1836
7, 1856
1854
15, 1852
26, 1833

June

29, 1853

RR

River^l

New York &

May

i

Nothing done.

]

J

of Unadilla

Schoharie..

<

Nothing done.

I

New York k

& Binghamton...
& Schenectady...

Unadilla

Cen-

R. R.
(_
Consolidated with Attica k Bufifalo
R. R. in 1850.
Nothing dene.
Not constructed.
Nothing done.
Nothing done.

j

Rochester and Attica..

TMouth
Utica
Utica

Canal

New York

R.R. in 1863.

Not constructed.
( Sold iu 1852, and name changed
to Corning
<
& Blossburg

Syracuse and Utica..
f

1841

R.R.

Consolidated witli
tral

Syracuse

Name changed

to Syracuse k Southern R. R,
Successor of Syracuse k Binghamton R. R. Name changed
to Syracuse, Binghamton k

Nothing done.

Erie
J

Nothing done.

,

Consolidated with
New
Central R. R. in 1853.

,

York

Not constructed.
and Susquehanna
and Syracuse
Nothing done.
and Waterville
Nothing done.
Not constructed.
Falls and Caldwell
Warsaw and LeRoy
Nothing done.
New
Branch
of
York
&
Erie
)
/
near Chester
\
Pittstown and Greenwich

Watertown and Cape

Nothing done.

j

Vincent...,

Surveyed
done
Surveyed

and nothing further
and nothing further

done.

Side

Whitehall & Plattsburgh...
Whitehall & Rutland
Willianisburgh, Brooklyn,
Bushwick k New Lots

,

Nov.

21,

West Troy and Schenectady
Harbor River and New Roihelle.
Albany and Sufferns.
Whitehall and Plattsburgh
Whitehall and Rutland, Vt

WUliamsburgh and

New

,

,

Lots...,

Nothing done.
Nothing done.
Nothing done.
Surveyed, but not constructed.
Not constructed by this company.
Allowed to build Horse R. Road,
for 21 years.

CORPORATIOI^S.
Corporations were generally formed under special acts until the adoption of the Constitution of
1846, which directed that general laws should be passed for this purpose, and forbade special legislation, except for municipal purposes and in cases where the purpose to be attained could not otherwise be effected. The Legislature has power to alter and repeal the powers of any corporation
formed under the general laws. The articles of association or declaration of intention must in all
cases be filed in some office of record specified in the general acts and limitations of time, capital,
and location must be specified. The stockholders of the more important classes of corporations
are personally liable to an extent equal to the amount of stock owned. Under the present Con;

general acts of incorporation have been passed for a variety of purposes,
belong to one of 4 general classes.^

stitution,

Class
1.

I.

"An

includes those whose articles are filed in the

Act

office

provide for the Incorporation of Companies

to

TurnpiBtes."^
" An
2.
Act to authorize

all of

which

of the Secretary of State.
to construct

Plamli. Koa.dS

and

formation of Companies for Mining, Mecliaiiical, and
was passed Feb. 8, 1848.'
the formation of Gas L.lgbt Companies" was passed Feb. 16, 1848.*
the

Chemical Purposes"
3.

"

An Act to authorize

1

ConsUiiitinn, Art. VIII, Revised Statutes. Previous to lSi6,
general laws existed for the organization of religious societies,
(1784:) colleges and academies, (1787 ;) public libraries, (1796 ;i

medical societies, (1806:) manufacturing companies, (1811;)
banks, (1838:) and agricultural societies, (1819, 1841.)
2 Several hundred of these
corporations were formed and
several thousand mUes of plank road built in 1848-52. It is
probable that less than 5 per cent, of these are now in use.
*

Names of Companies.

companies not in operation.
Date of Organization.

,

,

=

80

operation.

Gas Light Companies.

A * indicates

Albany Gas Light Consumers' Co.*
Albion Gas Light Co.*
Albion Gas Light Co
Astoria Gas Co
Auburn Gas Light Co
Eatavia Gas Light Co
Binghamton Gas Light Co
Brockport Gas Light Co
Brooklyn Gas Co.*
Brooklju Consolidated Gas Light Co
Buffalo City Gas Light Co
Buffalo Gas Light Co
Canandaigua Gas Light Co
Catskill Gas Light Co
Citizens' Gas Light Co. Brooklyn
<
Citizens" Gas Light Co. of the City of Rochester.
Citizens' Independent Gas Co
Cohoes Gas Light Co
Elmira Gas Light Co
Fishkill Gas Light Co
Flushing Gas Light Co
Fulton Gas Light Co
Gas Light Co. of Syracuse
Geneva Gas Light Co
Glens Falls Gas Light Co
Green Point Gas Light Co
Harlem Gas Light Co
„
Hempstead Gas Light Co
Hempstead Gas Light Co
Hudson Gas Co
Hudson Gas Light Co.*
Ithaca Gas Light Co
Jamaica Gas Light Co
Johnstown Gas Light Co
Lansingburgh Gas Light Co
Lockport Gas Light Co
Lyons Gas Light Co
Manhattan Gas Light Co
Metropolitan Gas Light Co
Morrisania Gas Light Co
Newburgh Gas Light Co
New York Gas Light Co
New York Mutual Saving Gas Light Co.*
Otrdensburgh Gas Co
Ogdensburgh Gas Light Co
Ogdensburgh Gas Light & Coke Co
Oswego Gas Light Co
Owego Gas Light Co.-

having mostly been abandoned and divided into road districts
as public highways. The companies were required to report,
but generally neglected to do so; and few general statistics are
preserved concerning them.
3 These
companies, though quite numerous, were not required
to report; and statistics concerning them cannot be obtained.
Many companies that filed their articles never went into

,

CORPORATIONS.

81

and mis4. "Jn Act for the incorporation 0/ Benevolent, Cliarilable, ScientiOc,
sionary Societies" was passed April 12, 1848.^
5. "An Ad to provide for the incorporation and regulation 0/ Telegrapli Companies"
was passed April
0.

and amended June

12, 1848,

''An Act for

the incorporation

24, 1853.^

of 'Stnixaitys^

Mutnal Loan, and Accumulating

Fund Associations"
7.

"

An

Act

to

was passed April 10, 1851.^
provide for the formation of Insurance

Companies"

was passed April

10, 1849.*

Gas Light Companies, continued.
Date of Organization.

Names of Companies.

July
July

1859
IS, 1850
26, 1856

April

May

12, 18-48
28, 1850
27. 1854

Dec.

May
Aug.
June

4,

1853

19, 1849
17, 1856
24. 1856

July
Dec.

3, 1854
May
July 25. 1855
March 14, 1856
Nov. 30, 1848
March 4, 1859
Aug. 23, 1858
6,1848
April
Nov. 23, 1848
Oct.
4, 1858
I'eb.
28, 1852
Nov. 18. 1852
Jan.
31. 1853
5, 1850
July
May 12, 1854

'.

12,500
40,000

12,500
31,000

70,000
200,000
100,000
20,000
65.000
75,000
50,000
60,000
80,000
80,000
35,000
150,000
100,000

70,000
350,000
200,000
30,000
C5,0U0
75.000
70,000

30,000
100,000
100,000
12,000
20,000

30,000
200.000
80,000
12,000
20,000
200,000
100,000
449,500
70,000

5,

Dec.

.".

60.01)0

80,000
80.000
35.000
150,000
100,000

2tX),000

100,000
80,000
70,000

The N. y. & Erie R. R. have a telegraph for reguand some
lating the trains upon that road. The N. Y. Central
other roads have the exclusive or preferred use of telegraph
like
wires along their route for
purposes.
solidated.

These companies are not required to report.
companies make no report and there is no official
knowledge concerning those now existing. Several of those
formed never went into operation, and others have been con1

2 Tliese

29, 1856
18. 1855

Oct.

Palmyra Gas Light Co
Peckskill Gas Light Co
Plattshurgh Gas Light Co
Poughkeepsie Gas Light Co
Richmond County Gas Light Co
Rochester Gas Liglit Co
Rome Gas Light Co
Rondout & Kingston Gas Light Co.>
Sa:ratoga (ias Light Co
Schenectady Gas Light Co
Seneca Falls Gas Light Co.*
Seneca Falls & Waterloo Gas Light Co
Ping Sing lias Light Co
Sing Sing Gas Manufacturing Co
Staten Island Gas Light Co
Syracuse Gas Light Co
Tarrytown and Irvington Union Gas Light Co
The Consumers' Gas Light Co. of Saratoga Springs..
Troy Gas Light Co
Utica Gas Light Co
Watorford Gas Light Co
—
WatcrtowTi Gas Light Co
West Farms Gas Light Co
West Troy Gas Light Co
Williamsburgh Gas Light Co
Yonkers Gas Light Co

Original Capital. Present Capital.

;

Telegraph Companies.

A

* indicates
companies not in operation.

Date of

Name.

Organization.

Albany, Springfield & Boston Direct Telegraph Co
American Telegraph Co.*
Atlantic & Pacific Telegraph Co.*.
Baldwinsville Electro Magnetic
Telegraph Co.*
Buffalo, Corning & New York
Telegraph Co
Central & Southern Telegraph Co.*
Eastern & Western Telegraph Co.*

1854

Name.

New York & Montreal Telegraph Co.*
New Y'ork & New England Tel. Co.*..
New Y'ork & New England Tel. Co
New York & Philadelphia Branch

May

19.

Dec.

12. 1855

S 35,000
200.000

June

15, 1857

300,000

Telegraph Co

Dec.

4,

1852

Jan.
Nov.

25. 1856
13, 1864

May

16,000
11.250
20,000
11.250
11.260

July
April

10. 1857

80,000

March

24,

Sept.

23,

1858
1852

40.000
40,000

May

31, 1848

Jan.

25,

New Y'ork & Mississippi Tel. Co.*
New York & Mississippi Valley

April

..

April

New York & Washington

New York & Western Union

Nov.

1855
1851

360,000

21, 1854

170,000

15, 1853

60,000

19,

Feb.
Printing Telegraph Co.*
New York & Montreal Printing
Co.*
Sept.
Telegraph

8,

$ 40.000

April

24, 1848

15,000

Aug.

13, 1852

25,000

May

26, 1852

200,000

April

July

23,
26.
3,

42,.30O

30,000

Tele-

Dec.
graph Co
York, St. Louis & New Orleans
Junction Telegi-aph Co
Aug.
New York State Printing Telegraph
Co.*
July
New York State Telegraph Co.*...
May
Sept.
Otsego Telegraph Co

1852

10,000

26. 1850

200,000

15, 1850
15, 1850
30, 1851

200.000
25,000
4,000

1855
19,1857

100,000

22,

New

Syriicuse,

250,000

1852
1849
1852

Oct.

Printing

Telegraph Co

Oswego

& Ogdensburgh

Telegraph Co
1856

Capital.

Telegraph

Co

Genesee Valley Turnpike Co
Long Island, Marine & Inland
Telegraph Co
.Merchants' Telegraph Co.*
New York, Albany & Buffalo Electro Magnetic Telegraph Co
New York, Albany & Buffalo Telegraph Co., incorp. by special act*
New York & Canada House's Printing Telegraph Co

& Central .Tunction Tel. Co.*
& Central Junction Tel Co

New York & Sandy Hook

400

SO, 1855
24, 1862
19, 1853

Erie
Erie

^ate of
Organization.

Capital.

Transatlantic Telegraph Co.*
iTransatlantic & Submarine

Sept.

May.

Jan.
graph Co
Troy, Albany & Boston Telegraph Co.. July
Utica & Oxford Magnetic Telegraph

40.000

Co

Aug.

West Troy, LansingburghjWaterford
& Cohoes Telegraph Co
July

* These associations were chiefly limited to the vicinity of New
York, numbering 72 in New York co., about 40 in Kings co.,
with a few in Queens, Richmond, and Westchester. Their- ope-

rations consisted in raising money by subscription of the members, to be loaned to that member who would allow the highest
premium,— the avowed intention being to afford to people of humble means the opportunity of securing for each a home. This
absurd fallacy found multitudes of dupes and in tlie competition
for loans the premiums paid in some instances ran as high as
one half of the amount loaned. The mode of appropriating
It appeared in evidence before the legislative
lo.ans varied.
committee of 1856 that in one instance it was as follows : ' The
;

—

6

22,

20.000

Tele18, 1858
25, 1857

100,000
50,000

1852

6,400

14, 1855

3.000

2,

names of all the shareholders who are not more than four weeks
in arrear are put in the end of a quill, and all put into a bottle;
the whole is then shaken, and the name which first conies out
on reversing the bottle has the right to the appropriation."
Nearly or quite all of these associations have been abandoned,
a few only being kept together by the complexity of their inter-

and obligations, which are not readily adjusted. A statement
showing the operation of these associations was reported by a specommittee in 1866.— ^sse?n. Doc, 1S5R, JS'o. i>';p. 16.
* This act relates to Jlarine Insurance Companies which make
no report. A list of them will be found in the general list of
Insurance Companies, pp. 83 to 89.
ests
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"

8.
An Act for the Incorporation of Companies formed to JVavigate the Ocean by
Steauisbips" -was passed April 12, 1852.
9. "An Act to authorize the formation of Companies for Ferry Purposes" was passed
^

April

9, 1853.=^

An Act for the Incorporation of Companies formed to ]VaTig°ate tlie Waters of
L<ake George by Steamboats" was passed January 14, 1854.^
" An
11.
Act for the Incorporation of Companies formed to IVavig'ate tbe Lakes and
10.

'"

Rivers" was
1

passed April 15, 1854.

Cos. report annually to the State Engineer and Surveyor.*

Previous to 1852, Steamship Cos. were incorp. by special acts

;

since th,at time they

have organized under the general

Ocean Steam Kavigation Companies.
Names of Companies.

act.

CORPORATIONS.
12. "An
Horses"
13.

"

An

ties" was

Act for tie Incorporation of

was passed April
Act

8,

AssociaUous for Improving

lite

Breed of

15, 1854.^

to facilitate the

passed June

83

formation o/ Agricultural

1853, and

amended April

and Horticultural

Socle*

15, 1855.^

Class II. includes all those whose certificates are required to be filed in the Comptroller's office
"
Ilealtli Insurance
1.
An Act to provide for the Incorporation of Ijite

Com-

and

panies, and in relation to Agencies of such Companies," was passed June 24, 1853.^
"
2.
An Act to provide for the Incoiporation of Fire Insurance Companies" was
June

passed

25, 1853.*
1

The following conipaniea hare been formed under

this act

:

—

Names.

Place.

Newtowu..
Xewtown..
Goshen

Fashion Association
National Association
Orange County Central Uorse Co..

Jamaica...

Union Association
*

When formed.
Nov.
iMav
July
July

1856
1864
31, 1855
31, 1858
26,
29,

For Tahle of Agricultural Societies, see pp. 102, 103.
these acts, filed iu the Comptroller's ofBce. and general powers
privilege was extended two years, March 29, 1799, to enable
Nicholas J. Rosevclt to complete experiments. By act passed were conferred upon the Comptroller, with the view of protecting
the public from any frauds that might be attempted, and te
in 1798, Robert R. Livingston and Robert Fulton secured the
secure the equal and uniform operation of the laws relating to
exclusive right of navigating by steam for a period of twenty
years and by an act passed April 11, 1808. an extension of five insurance. Annual reports are made to the Comptroller, and by
him to the Legislature, under each of these Laws. Marine Innew
whole
for
each
boat
the
was
time,
however,
years
granted
not to exceed thirty years. This monopoly was contested in surance companies are still filed in the Secretary's oflice, but
the State and Federal Courts, in a suit begun in 1819, and are required to make no report.
Insurance companies formed under the laws of other States
finally decided in the Supreme Court of the U. S. in Feb. 1824,
as repugnant to the Constitution, which authorizes Congress to or countries cannot establish agencies in this State without
vessels
first
depositing with the Comptroller a certified copy of their
regulate commerce. So far as these acts prohibited
licensed by the haws of the United States from carrying on a charters, and of the vote or resolution creating the agency, a
of their condition, and proof that their capital is
148
statement
coasting trade, they were void. JoltTison's Reports, IV,
WheatnrVs Reports. IX, 1.
Cojoen'i Reports, III, 713
equal to that recjulred by the laws of this State, and, if a
3 These
A
Insurance
list
Life
to
the
company, securities to the amount of $100,000,
Comptroller.
companies report annually
for the benefit of policy holders.
of them is given in the general list of Insurance Companies.
Foreign Marine Insurance
* These
are
were
created
required to pay 2 per cent, upon all premiums
by special acts, companies
companies
formerly
generally for periods of 20, 21, or 30 years. Until about 1834 received by any agent: and a bond in the penal sum of $1,000
is required of every agent of such companies for the paytJiey wore almost inviu-iably upon the joint stock principle. For
many years this class of investments was considered extremely meut of this tax. This tax was first collected in 1858, and
stockamounted to .§3,742.55. Several companies are not required to
to
the
and
dividends
were
often
paid
reliable,
large
holders. The great fire in New York in Dec. 1836, proved a
report their statistics to the Legislature. The aggregate reports
then
of F'ire Insurance Companies for 1857 show the following
all
Insurance
disaster
to
almost
the
heavy
companies
formed, and many of them were prostrated by it. This event results
srKju led to the formation of JIutual Insurance Companies in
$16,731,010.00
Capital invested
almost every county in the State most of these companies have
Cash premiums received
6,051,304.87
since become insolvent. A graphic and truthful statement of
Gross amoimt of income
7.577,872.62
the operations that ruined these companies is given in the CompLosses paid
2.898,166.11
A general law,
troller's Report on Fire Insurance Cos. of 1854.
Dividends paid
2,240,434.72
of
these
for
the
incorporation
passed April 10, 1849, provided
Taxes paid
24.3,062.79
companies, under which risks of every kind might be taken.
Gross expenditures
6,855,953.88
The frauds perpetrated under this system rendered a revision
Unpaid claims
968,083.00
indispensable; and in 1853 two general laws were enacted. one
The following tables comprise the companies which have
for the formation of companies for insurance of life and health,
and the other against loss by fire, or inland navigation, and been incorporated under special acts or the geuer.al laws of the
law
of
State.
of
the
The
articles
association
Foreign companies authorized to transact business in
transportation.
(under
the State are not included in the list
1849, required to be filed in the Secretary's office) were, by

—

;

—

;

;

—

:

—

:

—

:

—

Insurance Companies in the State on 1st day of Jan. 1858.

Name.

Location.

Date of Act, or
of filing articles if associ-

Expiration
of charter.

ation.

New York."....
Adriatic Fire Insurance Co
Airricultural Mutual Insurance Co.*

.aitna Fire Insurance Co. of

Albany Insurance Co."
American Fire Insurance Co
Arctic Fire Insurance Co
Astor Fire Insurance Co
Astor Mutual Insurance Co
Atlantic Fire Insurance Co
Atlantic Mutual Insurance Co
Beekman Fire Insurance Co
Brevoort Fire Insurance Co
Broadway Insurance Co
Brooklyn Fire Insurance Co
Chautauqua County Mutual Insurailce
Citizens' Fire Insurance
City Fire Insurance Co

Co.<^

New
New

York....
York....

Watertown
Albany

.

._

New York....
New York...
New York...
New York....
Brooklyn

New
New
New
New
Co..

31,

Nov.

24, 1S58 Nov.
25, 18.51 Sept.

Sept.

March

21,

16,
11,
18,

June
April
Feb.

April

York...
York...
York...

March

Fredonia

New York....
New Y'ork...

8,

April

July

Yoi'k....

Brooklyn

1824 March 81, 1878
24, 1888
25. 1881
1811 Feb.
18, 1881
1857 April 21, 1887
1863 July
16, 1883
1851 June 11, 1881
1843
1851 Feb.
20, 1881
1S42 April 11, 1872
1863 March 4, 18S3

March

Feb.
Oct.

April
April
April
April

20,
11,
4,

4,

Feb.

2,

Oct.

3,

April
April
April
April

1867
1849
1824
1, 1836
28, 1836
26, 1833

1887
1879
1866
1, 1876
28, 1866
26, 1863
4,

2,

3,

?^.-
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Existing Insurance Companies, continued.

Name.

Date of Act, or
offiling articles of associa-

Location.

Present

Expiration

of charter.

tion.

New York
New York
New York

Clinton Fire Insurance Co

Columbia Fire Insurance Co
Cohimbian Insurance Go
Commercial Insurance Co
Commercial Fire Insurance Co
Fire Insurance Co
Continental Fire Insurance Co
Corn Exchange Fire & Inland Nav. Ins.

July

9,

March

9,

Aug.

8,

New York
New York
New Y'ork„_
New York

May

14,

Glens Falls
Poughkeepsie

April
April
April
April

Albany

Commonwealth

Co

Dividend Mutual Insurance Co
Dutchess Co. Mutual Insurance Co
Eagle Fire Company of New York."
East River Insurance Co.*
Empire City Insurance Co
Empire Insurance Co
Everett Fire Insurance Co
Excelsior Fire Insurance Co
Exchange Fire Insurance Co
Farmers' Fire Insurance Co
Farmers' Mutual Insurance Co
Firemen's Fund Insurance Co
Firemen's Insurance Co."
Franklin Co. Mutual Insurance Co
Fulton Fire Insurance Co.<'..__
(iallatin Fire Insurance Co
Gebbard Fire Insurance Co
Glen Cove Mutual Insurance Co
Globe Mutual Insurance Co

March
Feb.

New York
New York
New York

Sept.

Union Springs
Dec.
Cayuga co. N. Y... Dec.
New York
July

New York..™

May

Meridian

April

Buffalo

May
May

New York
New York..„
Malone

New
New
New

Y'ork...

York..York..-

Glen Cove

New York
New York
New York
New York
New York
New York..New York..New York
New York
New York
New York..New York-New York

Goodhue Fire lusuranceTo
Great Western Marine Insurance Co
Greenwich Insurance Co
Grocers' Fire Insurance Co
Hamilton Fire Insurance Co.»
Hanover Fire Insur.ance Co
Haruiony Fire Insurance Co
Home Fire Insurance Co
Homestead Fire Insurance Co
Hope Fire Insurance Co. (The)
Howard Insurance Co./.
Humboldt Fire Insurance Co
Huntington Mutual Fire Insurance Co.»
Income Insurance Co
Indemnity Fire Insurance Co
Irviug Fire Insurance Co
Jamestown Farmers' Fire Insurance Co
Jefferson Insurance Co
Kings County Fue Insurance Co
Kingston Mutual Insurance Co

Huntington

New York
New York
New York

Jamestown
New York
New York
Kingston

New York
New York
New York

Knickerbocker Life Insurance Co.Knickerbocker Fire Insurance Co. of N.T.*
Lafarge Fire Insurance Co
La Fayette Fire Insurance Co
Laman Fire Insurance Co
Lenox Fire Insurance Co
Long Island Insurance Co
Ltjrillard Fire Insurance Co
Alanhattan Life Insurance Co
Manhattan Fire Insurance Co.*
Market Fire Insurance Co
Mechanics' Mutual Insurance Co
Mechanics' Fire Insur.ance Co
Mechanics' & Traders' Fire Insurance Co
Mercantile Fire Insurance Co
Mercantile Mutual Insurance Co
Merchants' Insurance Co
Metropolitan Fire Insurance Co
Monroe Co. Mutual In.surance Co
Montauk Fire Insurance Co
Montgomery Co. Mutual Insurance Co
Mutual Ins. Co. of the City and Co. of Albany..
Mutual Life Insurance Co
Nassau Fire Insurance Co
National Fire Insurance Co.i
New Amsterdam Fire Insurance Co
New World Fire Insurance Co
New York Bowery Fire Insurance Co
New York Equitable Insurance Co.*

Brooklyn

New York
New York
,

,

,

Brooklyn

New
New
New
New

York
York
York
York

Troy
Brooklyn

New York
New Y'ork
New Y'ork
New York
New York
Rochester

Brooklyn
C.anajoharie

Albany

New

Y'ork

Brooklyn

New
New
New
New
New

York
York
York
York
York

u
Original capital S500,000. Special relief on account of fire
of July 19, 1845, granted by act of M.ay 12. 1846.
Organized March, 1835. Allowed to take inland transportation risks April 29, 1840. Changed to East River Mutual Insurance Co. April 12, 1842.
t>

Original capital $300,000, reduced May 12, 1846, by the fire
of July, 1845.
<* Allowed
to remove from 'Williamsburgh April 13, 1855.
Changed from Williamsburgh City Fire Insurance Co.
«
Changed from Building Association Fire Insurance Co.
March 8, 1853.

,

,

9,

16,
15,
12,
4,

24.
17,
22.

15,
25,
20,
28,
14,

1^
1850
1853
1857
1858
1850
1853
1853
1853
1S50
1836
1806
1833
1850
1851
1858
1853
1853
1853
1845

1, 18.58

April

18, 1825

May

12,

1836
1853
1857
1857
1857
1855
1857
1855

1880
18S3
1887

s.

Pi

s.

f.n.
f.n.

s.

m.

1880
1883

s.

March 9,1883

s.

f.n.
f.n.
f.n.
f.n.
f.n.

July

9,

March

9,

Aug.

8,

March
Feb.

14,

16,

1883

April 1.5,1880
April 12,1876
Unlimited.
Sept.

Dec.
Deo.

17,
22,

May

15,
25,
20,

April

28,

May
May

14,

July

1,

1880
1881
1888
1883
1883
1883
1865
1888

1876
Feb.
Feb.
23,
23, 1883
Aug. 11,
Aug. 11, 1887
6,
6, 1887
Aug.
Aug.
March 29,
March 29. 1877
March 22,
March 22, 1885
Aug. 29,
Aug. 29, 1887
Aug. 29,
Aug. 29, 1885
5,1834 May
5,1864
May
Jan.
16, 1850 Jan.
16, 1880
May 22, 1852 May 22, 1882
April
1, 1852 April
1, 1882
Dec.
1853 Dec.
1883
April 11, 1853 Api-il 11, 1883
Dec.
15, 1858 Dec.
15, 1888
June 16, 1856 June 16, 1886
March 9, 1825 June 16, 1866
5, 1857 May
5, 1887
May
2, 1858
2, 1838 April
April
April 17, 1858
April 11, 1856 April 11,1886
Jan.
9. 1852 Jan.
9, 1882
Aug. 25, 1851 Aug. 25, 1881
March 4, 1824
Oct.
19, 1858
March 12, 1836 March 12, 1876
March 29, 1853 March 29, 1883
March 23, 1798
9. 1853 May
9, 1883
May
Dec.
2.3, 1856 Dec.
3, 1886
Dec.
10, 1856 Dec.
10, 1886
1853
1,
1, 18R3
April
April
April 26, 1833 April 26, 1863
Jan.
16. 1852 Jan.
16, 1882
May 17. 1850 May 17, 1880
1866
March 23, 1821
Jan.
26, 1853 Jan.
26, 1883
May 14, 1836 May 14, 1876
5, 1887
5, 1857 May
May
Feb.
4, 1853 Feb.
4, 1883
Dec.
24, 1881
24. 1851 Dec.
April 12, 1842 April 12,1872
Feb.
20, 1850 Feb.
20, 1880
Oct.
1, 1882
1, 1852 Oct.
March 21, 1836 March 21, 1876
May 19, 1857 May 19, 1887
March 30, 1836 March 30, 1876
3, 1886
3, 1836 May
May
April 12, 1842 Till repealed.
Oct.
31, 1851 Oct.
31, 1881
9, 1838
April
Feb.
28. 1853 Feb. ""28,1883
Oct.
13, 1886
13, 1856 Oct.
April 24, 1833 April 24, 1863
1866
April 23, 1823

May

12.

s.
s.

M.
M.

capital of
stock

companies.

5250,000
200,000
500,000

200,000
250,000
200.000
200,000

f.

S.

f.

S.

f.

300,000
150,000
200,000

s.

M.
f.n.

1.50,000

s.

f.

s.

f.n.
f.n.

200,000
150,000

s.

M.
M.

f.

S.

f.n.

150.000

s.

f.

204,000

M.

f.

f.n.
f.n.
f.n.
f.n.

S.
s.
s.

M.
M.

m.

S.

f.n.

s.
s.

m.

s.

f.

f.

s.
s.

f.
f.

f.n.
f n.
f. n.
f.n.
f.n.
f.n.
f.n.

s.
s.
s.

s.
s.
s.

M.

150.000
150,000
200,000
300.000
200.000
1,000,000
200.000
200.000
150.000
200,000
150.000
500.000
l.'iO.OOO

150,000
250,000
200,000

100.000

s.
s.

"f'n."

1.50,000

s.

200,000

M.

f.n.
f.n.

s.

f.

s.

f.n.

200.000
150,000

M.
s.

1.

s.

s.

f.n.'

s.

f.n.
f.n.
f.n.

s.
s.
s.

f.

s.

f.n.

s.

1.

s.

f.n.
f.n.

s.

M.

f.

s.

f.n.
f.n.
f.n.
m. n.
f.n.
f.n.

M.

f.

s.

f.n.

s.

s.

s.

M.
s.

M.
M.
M.
S.
S.
s.
s.

100.000
280.000
150.000
150.000
200,000
150.000
200,000
200.000
112.000
250,000
200,000
150.000
200,000
200,000
200,000
300,000

150,000

f.
f.
1.

f.n.
f.n.
f.n.
f.n.

s.

f.

s.

f.L

135,000
150,000
200.000
200,000
200.000
300,000
210,000

/ Reorganized 1836. Original capital $300,000.
e Organized March, 1840, under act March 12, 1840.
Changed from Mutual Insurance Co. of the City of New
York, May 12, 1846, having been twice extended. Originally
named the Mutual Insurance Co. of New York.
Reorganized June 7, 1836.
i Changed May 24, 1841, from Seventeenth Ward Fire In'i

*

surance Co.
*

Amended

charter March, 1857.

Reduced from $300,000 Feb.

18, 1848.

C
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Existing Insurance Companies, continued.

Location,

NA3CE.

Date of act, or
of filing artiof associa-

cles

Expiration
of charter.

tion.

New York Fire and Marine Insurance Co."
New York Indemnity Insurance Co.'
New Yiirk Life Insurance Co.!:
New York Life Insurance & Trust Co
New York Mutual Insurance Co
New York & Krio Insurance Co.—

New York

April

Albany
New York
New York

July

New

March,

Niagara Fire Insurance Co
North American Insurance Co
Northern New York Mutual Insurance Co
North River Insurance Co."*
North Western Insurance Co.'
Ocean Insurance Co/..Ocean Insurance Co
Ontario & Liringston Co. Mutual Insurance
Orange Co. Mutu;il Insurance Co
Orient Mutual Insurance Co
Pacific Fire Insurance Co
Pacific Mutual Insurance Co
Park Fire Insurance Co
People's Fire Insurance Co
Peter Cooper Fire Insurance Co
Phoeni.x Fire Insurance Co
Pou'.'hkeepsie Mutual Fire Insurance Co

New

Y'ork

June

Nev.'

York

Jan.

—

Relief Fire Insurance Co.-.
Republic Fire Insurance Co
Resolute Fire Insurance Co

Plattsburgh

New York

Co..
,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

Richmond County Mutual Insurance Co.
Rutgers Fire Insurance Co
St. Lawrence Co. Mutual Insurance Co
St. Marks Fire Insurance Co
St. Nicholas Insurance Co

—

Sehenei'tady Insurance Co.?
Security Fire Insurance Co
Star Insurance Co

Stuyvesaut Insurance Co
Suflulk County Mutual Insurance

Y'ork

Middletown

,

,

,

Oswego
New York
New York
West Bloomfleld.
Goshen
New York

New Y'ork
New York
New Y'ork
New York
New York
Brooklyn
Poughkeepsie
New York
New York

Co....,

Tradesmen's Fire Insurance Co
Union Mutual Insurance Co
United States Fire Insurance Co
United States Life Insurance Co
Wall St. Fire Insurance Co
Washington Insurance Co
Waterville Protection Insurance Co
Wayne County Mutual Insurance Co
W^estchester County Mutual Insurance Co
Western Farmers' Mutual Insurance Co
Williamsburgh City Fire Insurance Co.Wyoming County Mutual Insurance Co

March
Nov.

Sept.

Feb.

April

21,

Jan.

18.

AprU

17,
18,

Dee.
Feb.

April

March
March

15,

1,

22,

Dec.

30,
14,
30,
17,

March

22,

July

10,
30,
12.

July

Sept.

May
July
July

May

Ogdensburgh
New York

Nov.
Jan.

AprU

York
York
York

May

Y'ork
Y'ork

March

Waterville

3,

March
March

June

York
York

6,

29,

New York

New
New
New
New
New
New
New

1,

18,
26,

March

Southold

9,

12,
14,

23,
26,
20,
30,
7,

30,
22,

Dec.

20,

May

14,
31,
26,

Jan.
Oct.

Feb.
Feb.

19,
11,
3,

Newark

April

New

March

14,

April

23,

Hochelle
Batavia.

Williamsburgh..., Dec.

Warsaw

Nov.

Unlimited
1830
1851 March,
18S1
Nov.
29, 1882
'June 22,1880
1836
1852 Sept, 18. 1882
1822 Feb.
6, 1862
1832 Jan.
1, 1877
1853 .Tan.
29. 1883
18.55 .\pril
3, 1885
1836 March 20, 1876
1837 March 15, 1877
18.59 Jan.
18, 1889
1851 .April
7, 18,81
1854 Dec.
18. 1884
18.53 Feb.
1, 1883
1851 April 11, 18.81
1853 .March 30, 1883
1853 March 14, 1883
18.50 July
80, 1880
1855 Dec.
17, 1885
1852 March 22, 1882
1857 July
10, 1887
1836 March 30, 1876
18,53! Sept
12, 1883
1836 May
12. 1876
18.53 July
14, 1883
1852 July
23, 1882
1S41 May
26, 1891
18.56 June
20, 1886
1853 Nov.
30, 1883
1851 Jan.
7, l.SSl
1836 .Vpril 30, 1876
1841 M.ay
22, 1861
1858 Dec.
20, 1888
1845 May
14, 1875
1824 April
1, 1884
1850 Jan.
26, 1880
1858 Oct.
19, 1888
1860 Feb.
11, 1880
18.51 Feb.
3, 1881
1853 .\pril
1, 1883
1K37 March 14, 1877
1844 April 23,1864
1852 Dec.
12, 1882
1861 Nov.
25, 1881

29, 1852
22, 18.50

April

Richmond
New York
Ogdensburgh
New York
New York

18, 1832 April 18, 1862
29.1881
29, 18611 July
Unlimited
21, 1841

Jan.

New York

Schenectady

Sun Mutual Insurance Co

May

1,

13,
25,
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Obsolete Insurance Companies, continued.
1

Name.

CORPORATIONS.

87

Obsolete Insurance Companies, continued.
Date of act of

Namb.

incorporation
or of filing

Location.

articles.

Harmony

Marino Insurance
Fire Insuiance Co

Harmony

Fire

Iliirailton

New
New

Co..

York..
York..

April

4,

Remarks.
c 3

S5^

1838

f.

m.

Cap. $250,000.

Changed

f.

to

Fire

Harmony

Insurance Co. April

& Marine

New York..

Ins. Co.,

Henry Clay Fire Insurance Co
Herkimer County Mutual Ins.
Hope Insurance Co

New

f.

York...

Dec.

s.

1821

S.

Little Falls..

.April

29, 18.')5
28. 1.S36

New

York...

Jan.

2G,

Householders' Mutual Insurance Co.

New

York..

May

25, 1841

Howard

Life Insurance Co..

New

York..

June

29,

Hudson

Fire Insurance Co..

New

York..

April
April

April

8,

June

1,

1825
1852

M.

8,

1850

M.

l.-?,

lS.3fi

S.

Co..

M.

m.

M.

f.

1852

S.

1.

6,

1838

S.

f.

4,

1811

s.

f.

s.

m.
f m.

1S43.

Co. at Waterford

Aug.

J

Insurance Company of Firemen...
International Insurance Co

Changed

Fire

Mercliaiits

to

&

Householders' Mutual Ins. Co.
Discontinued issuing pulicies 1S56 or
See Comp. Rey 1859. p. 53.
'57.
Cap. $200,000. Reducoi to $150,000

n.

April 17, 1S43.

New York..
Hudson Insurance Co
Hudson Insurance Co. of the City of
New York..
New York
Hudson River Marine & Fire Ins. Co. Crescent....
Hudson River Mutual Insurance )
Waterford..
Indemnity Fire Insurance Co. of the
City of New York

& Marine

17, 1S5S.

Changed from Harmoily

Insurance Co. April 17, 1^0^.
Receiver ai)pointed Dee. 1S55.
Receiver appointed 1853.
Changed from New York Firemen's
Insurance Co. Cap. $300,000.
(Pictures, furniture, &c.) Repealed April 17,
n.

New YorkNew York..

AprU

Cap. $200,000.
Cap. .?300,000.
Receiver appointed Aug. 1854.
Business tran.sferred to Hudson River
Marine & Fire Insui'ance Co.

Cap. $500,000.

2, ISIO
May
Apfa 11,1855

Changed from Kings County Mutual
Ins. Co.

Jackson Marine Ins. Co. of the City \

New York..

Reduced to $300,000
Cap. $400,000.
April 24, 1840. Reduced to $200,000
and fire risks allowed.

April

23,1831

Mutual Ins. Co
Watertown
Kinga County Mutual Insurance Co. Brooklyn....

March
AprU

15,184-1

M.
M.

Knickerbocker Insurance Co

May

15, 1852

M.

of

New York

J

Jefferson County

La Fayette

.

Waterford.,

Ins. Co. of the City of)

New York

New

York..

AprU

J

Lewis County Mutual Insurance Co.

Long Island Farmers'

8,

8,

1836

1825

Changed to International Ins. Co.
April 11, 1845.
Receiver appointed July, 1855.
Cap. $300,000.
Changed to Anchor
Ins. Co. of the City of New York,
April 8, 1826.
look but one insurance. Never fully
organized.

S.

Feb.

27, 1837

M.

April
April

29,1833
30, 1836
23, 1836

S.

Cap. $50,000.

M.
M.

Closed under act of Jan. 25, 1854.

Ins. Co. in the

Co. of Queens
Hempstead
Co... Brooklyn ....
Madison Co. Mutual Ins. Co
Cazenovia ..
Madison Marine Ins. Co. of the City
.

Long Island Mutual Insurance

New York

March

Revived

May

2,

1835.

New York..
New York..

April

New York..

April

7,

1819

Merchants' Fire Insurance Co
New York..
Merchants' Mutual Ins. Co. of Buffalo Buffalo
Merchants & Householders'Mutual 1

April
Feb.

2,

1819
1850

M.

Closed up under act of
•June 18, 1812, by the American Ins.
Co. of New York having become insolvent.
Reduced to
Original cap. $500,000.
$300,000 Jan. 12, 1828.
Cap. $300,000. Reduced to $250,000.
Made assignment and diss. .Tan. 1852.

April

17, 1843

M.

Changed from Householders' Mutual

April
Feb.

1824

of

Marine Insurance Co. of

New

York..

Mechanics'Tire Ins. Co. of the City
of

New York

Ins.

Co

"I

March

8,

m.
m.

1825

16, 1802

Cap. $300,000.
Cap. $250,000.

J

New

York..

J

4.

f.

L

Ins. Co.

Merchants' Ins. Co. in the City of

Albany

Albany

Merchants' Insurance Co
Merchants' Marine Insurance Co
Merchants' Mutual In.surance Co

Buffalo
New York..

S.

f.

1830
10, 1843

"s."

f.

M.

f.

Jan.

29, 1853

S.

April

29, 1839

s.

1852
3, 1824
April
June 27, 1851
June
6. 1851
March 9, 1825
March 23, 179S

s.

April
April

New York.
Metropolis Ins. Co. of the City of ) New York..
New York
j
New York....
Metropolis Insurance Co
New York....
Metropolitan Insurance Co
Mohawk Insurance Co. of New York New York....
Mohawk Valley Farmers' Ins. Co.... Scotia
Mohawk Valley Insurance Co
Amsterdam

7,

n.

2,

Cap. $250,000.
Closed.

4, 18.ll

26,

Oct.

Monroe Fire Insurance Co
Rochester....
Mutual Assurance Co. of New York. New York....

m.
m.
m.

Cap. $400,000.
n.

Changed
of

to

Ocean Ins. Co. of the City

New York

Cap. $250,000.
Cap. $500,000.

s.

April

3,

1855.

Never organized.

Cap. .$500,000.
Receiver appointed Oct. 1854.
Receiver avipointed Jan. 1865.
Cap. $250,000. Revived April 17. 1826.
Renewed 1808 a3 Mutual Ins. Co. of
New York. Cap. $350,000. To continue till repealed.
Changed to

M.
M.
S.

M.

Knickerbocker Fire Ins. Co. of

York May
Mutual Insurance Co. of Buffalo
Buffalo
Mutual Protection Insurance Co
New York..
Mutual Protection Ins. Co. of Roches-

Mutual Safety Insurance Co
National Exchange Insurance Co
National Insurance Co
National Insurance Co
National Protection Insurance Co
Nautilus Insurance Co

New York
New York
New York
New York

New
New
New
New

Cherry Valley..

f.

S.

May

f.

m. n.
m. n.

May

7,1844

f.

n.

17, 1838

f.

m.

1.

m.

April

Rochester

ter

M.

IS, 1843
25, 1841

April

1855

May,

April
April
Saratoga Springs. Feb.
,

New York

14. 1815

n.

9, 18.38

22,

1851

Cap. $200,000.

Extended April 12, 1843.
Receiver appointed Sept. 1855.
Original cup. $100,000.
Cap. .$150,000.
Receiver appointed Aug. 1855.
April 5, 1849, changed to New York
Life Ins. Co.

I

York Central Insurance Co
York City Insurance Co
York City Insurance Co
York Contributionsliip Ins. Co."

The New York Contributionship

New York
New York
New York

for the

Jan.

16, 1851

Nov.

1.3,

1852
March 22, 1825
5, 1624
April

Insurance of Houses
to above.

& Property

f.

n.

fi-om Loss

New

12, 1846.

and limited

to life risks.

Closing up. No new policies issued.
Receiver appointed Sept. 1855.
Cap. $250,000.
Cap. $300,000. Similar act May 6, 1844.

by

Fire, incorp.

AprU

6,

1822.

Changed
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Obsolete Insurance Companies, continued.

Name.

Date of act of
incorporation
or offilivg

Location.

articles.

New York Fire Ins. Co. of the City | New York.,
of New York
/
New York Protection Insurance Co.. Rome

Changed May

,

Newark
Johnstown

Neiv York State Mutual Ins. Co...

New York Union Mutual Ins. CoNew York i'iremen Insurance Co.,
New
New
New
New
New

York
York
York
York
York

New

Guardian Insurance Co...
Insurance Co
La Fayette Ins. Co
Marine Insurance Co
Mechanics' Lite Ins.

&

Coal Co

)

]

New York Mutual Insurance Co
New York Northern fire Ins. Co....

New York

State Marine Ins.

New York Union Mutual

Co

Ins.

Neptune Ins. Co. of the City of
York

Co

New \

Co..

Onondaga County Mutual Ins. Co....
Ontario Insurance Co
Orange Fire In.siurance Co
Orleans In.surauce Co
Oswego County Mutual Ins. Co

Insurance Co. of New York..
Palladium Fire Insurance Co

Pacific

Rensselaer Insurance Co
Rensselaer & Saratoga Ins.
Rochester Insurance Co

Oct.

31, 1849
9, 1850

March 2,1810

New York..
New York..
New York.,
New York..
New York..
New York.,

April
April
April

AprU

6,

2,

1838
1798

14, 1825
2,

28, 1822

March

28, 1809

S.

S.

"s."

f.

Co."..

closed

n.

{'

i,

1829

Changed from Sun Fire

New York..

April

8,

1825

Cap. $400,000. Revived April 25, 1831.
Cap. $300,000.

Johnstown.

May

9,

1850

New

April

Ins. Co.

Cap.

$240,000.

M.

Changed to Neptune
Ins. Co. of New York,
1831.
April 22,
Changed from Neptune Ins. Co. Cap.
$250,000. Revived AprU, 1832.
Cap. $250,000.

York..

Bell

11,1825

AprU 22,1831
April

AprU

New York

April

Brasher

Falls.,

May

Plattsburgh....
Plattsburgh....

July

Camden
New York

Nov.

Sept.

March

Utica
Utica
Cleveland
Baldwinsville.

13,1837
8, 1836

M.

13, 1826
26, 1851

s.

8,

S.

April

28,

23,

1836
1832
1853
1836
1825
1819
1850
1836
1815
1832

M.

March
March

April 13,
JIarch 21,
April

Albion

June

Mexico

April
April
April

New York
New York

M.

1810

Newburgh

7,
1,

28,
14,
20,

S.

S.

April
April

f.

Closing up.
Cap. $250,000.
Cap. $400,000.
Receiver appointed March, 1852.

n.

Cap. $500,000.
Cap. $300,000. Reincorporated
3, 1839.
Cap. $250,000.

S.

f.

1.

m.

7,

1825
1824

f.

31,

April

29,

Lansingburgh
Troy

...

April
April

15,1852

s.

1819
1852

s.

15,

20,
5,

6,

183R
1836

1834
1852
1834

May

n. Cap. $500,000.

Original cap. $250,000.
Changed to
North America Fire Insurance Co.
AprU 8, 1836.
Receiver appointed March, 1854.

March

Saratoga County Mutual Fire Ins. Co. Saratoga Springs May
Salem Fire Insurance Co
Salem
July,
Schenectady & Saratoga Ins. Co...
May

Cap. $250,000.
Closed.

s.

...

March

Closed.
f.n.

14, 1851
8,

Receiver appointed Oct. 1854.
Cap. $500,000. Extended to Jan. 1860.
XJapital reduced to $350,000.

M.'

Lansingburgh

Rochester

n.

S.

10,1843
20, 1807
March 29, 1823

May

m.

M.
M.

April
Feb.

,

Cap. $250,000. Changed from Phceuix
Fire Ins. Co. Allowed to take inland
navigation risks May 7, 1845.
Cap. $:300,000.
Receiver appointed June, 1855.

S.

2,

8,

Mutual

1851

17, 1852
14, 1851

Geneva

New York..
York New York..
New York..

Co....

New York

up.
Receiver appointed.
Receiver appointed July, 1855.
Cap. .$500,000. Closed by losses 1818
and reorganized. Changed to Hope
Ins. Co. Jan. 26, 1821.
Cap. $300,000.
Expired 1820. Extended to Jan. 1860.
Cap. $200,000.
Cap. $.500,000.
Cap. $600,000. Changed April 15, 1823,
to Life & Fire Ins. Co.

M.
M.

1798

Feb.

10, 1847, to

Fire & Marine Ins. Co.
Made assignment Jan. 1852, and

May

People's Ins. Co. of the State of N. Y. Kingston
PouLihkeepsie Insurance Co
Poughkeepsie..
Protection Fire Insurance Co
New York
Renovation Fire Insurance of the
New
York
of
New York
City

Rensselaer County Mutual Ins.

23, 1849

j"

North American Insurance Co
North American Mutual Ins. Co
Northern New York Live Stock Ins.Co
Northern New York Mutual Ins. Co.
Northern Protection Insurance Co...
Ocean Insurance Co

Pelican Mutual In.surance Co
Phoenix Insurance Co. of New
Phoenix Fire Insurance Co

July

May

.

York..

Neptune Bell Marine Ins. Co. of) New York..
New York
J
Niagara County Mutual Ins. Co
Lockport ..
North American Fire Insurance Co.. New York..

Oneida County Mutual Ins. Co
Oneida Insurance Co
Oneida Lake Mutual Insurance

EemarJcs.

£5^

n.

Cap. $100,000.

Cap. $300,000.
Reorganized Oct. 11, 1851.
appointed Feb. 1855.

s.

M.

f. 1.

f.

M.

Receiver

Closed up.

Changed from Farmers & Merchants'
Insurance Co. of Western N. Y..

f.

f.

"s!"

n.

Cap. $50,000.
Cap. originally, $500,000.

f.n.

Receiver appointed Jan. 1857.
Cap. $100,000. Stopped issuing policies by act May 25, 1841.
"
County MuChanged by dropping
tual" April 7, 1858. Extended 30

Schenectady County Mutual Ins. Co. Schenectady.,

May

26, 1841

M.

Schoharie Mutual Insurance Co....
Schoharie County Mutual Ins. Co..
Sea Insurance Co

Coble.'ikill...

April
Dec.

M.

New

May

22,1831
3, 1850
5, 1834

s.

April
April
April

12, 18.39
29, 1839

M.

f.

S.

f.

1838

s.

f.n.

March

29, 1837

Sept.

29, 1851

Aug.

1854

years.

Seneca County Mutual Ins. Co
Seventh Ward Fire Insurance Co..
Seventeenth Ward Fire Ins. Co

Schoharie...

York..

Waterloo....

New
New

York..
York..

Steuben County Mutual Ins. Co...
Steuhen Farmers & Merchants' Insurance Co
Bath
Susquehanna Fire Insurance Co.^
Albany
Syracuse Insurance Co
Tioga County Mutual Insurance
»

,

Syracuse
Co..

.

Owego

Capital reduced from $199,880.90 to $87,536.45
l)y act of April 18, 1843.

o close up

April
April

by the

9,

26,
1,

1833
1837

Revived

s.

May

9,

1836.

Receiver appointed.
Time for final diviCap. $250,000.
dend extended 1840 to June 28, 1841.

Cap. $250,000.
Cap. $200,000. Changed to National
Fire Insurance Co. May 24, 1841.

Receiver appointed Nov. 1856.
Changed irom Cooperstown Feb. 1855.
Receiver appointed.
Cap. $100,000.

M.

great Troy fire of 1820. Life insurance taken
6 See
Comptroller's Report, 1858, p. 46.

away

in 1831.

Directed

CORPORATIONS.
Class III. includes those whose certificates are filed in the

"An Act

to

89

Banking Department.

authorize the

Business or Hanking" was

passed April 18, 1838, and was modified April 12, 1851, upon
the creation of a Bank Department.
Reports previously
made to the Comptroller are now made to this Department. la

1853 the articles of association previously
tary's office

were transferred

filed in

the Secre-

to this

department.^
Individuals or copartners may obtain bills from the department for circulation as individual bankers, and are liable to
the full extent of their property for the redemption of the
notes and the

The name
owners; and the privilege cannot be

payment of the debts of such private banks.

now be

of individual banks must

sold, or the bills

be signed by an agent."

It

that of their

may, however, be

Obsolete Insurance Companies, continued.
Date of act of

Locatum.

Nahx.

incorporation
or of filing

!» .^•

Remarks.

articles.

Tompkins County Mutual

Ins. Co.... Ithaca

Traders' Ins. Co. in the City of N. Y.
Tradesmen's Insurance Co. in the
City of New York
Triton Insurance Co

New

Tontine Fire Insurance
Troy Insurance Co

Co..

April

Y^ork..

March

New Y'ork..
New York..

March
AprU

New York..

May,

Troy

April

Troy

Mav

1S40
1825

M.

s.

f n.

4,

1825
1838

S.

f.

6,

1855
1831

25,
9,

14,

S.

Cap. $250,000.

m.

n.

Cap. §200,000.
Cap. $250,000.

n.

Kecciver appointed Oct. 1856.
Cap. $200,000. Directed to close up by

May
f.

m.

act of

Troy Mutual Safety Insurance
Trust Fire Insurance Co
Tempest Insurance Co

Co....

Meridian „..

Jan.

7, 1844
25, 1830
29, 1853

New York..

April

25,1839

New

York..

AprU

Reduced to $150,000

26, 1841.

AprU

21, 1840.

Cap. $150,000.
A committee appointed in 1855 could
not find the books or Secretary of
this Co.

Trust Fire Insurance Co.

s.

Changed from Eighth Ward Fire

f.n.

Co.

24,1833
1818

S.

f.

s.

1.

21, 1850

M.

to Union Insurance Co. July
8, 1851.
m. n.
Cap. $500,000.
f. 1. m.
Cap. $500,000. Twice extended.
)
Cap. $1,000,000. Fire risks allowed
™'
May 5, 1840.
J
Receiver appointed Feb. 1855.
Receiver appointed Feb. 1869.
Receiver to be appointed by ait of
f. m. n.
May 26, 1841.
(insured live stock.) Cap. $25,000.
Reorganized Dec. 13, 1849. Receiver
appointed Sept. 1856.

18,

Union Mutual Ins. Co. at Fort Plain Fort Plain

May

United Insurance Co
United Ins. Co. in the City of N. Y...
United States Insurance Co. of the 1
City of

New York

New York..
New York..
New York-

May

14,
10,

1840
1798

S.

March

March

31, 1837

s.

S.

j

United States Mutual Insurance Co. West Potsdam... Nov.
8, 1850
United States Insurance Co
22, 18.51
Saratoga Springs Feb.
March 29, 1816
Utica
Utica Insurance Co

M.
M.

Utica Live Stock Insurance Co

Washington County Mutual

Utica

Ins.

Washington Insurance Co
Washington County Insurance

Co Granville.

New York.,
Co...

Washington Marine Insurance Co. \
of the City of

New York

New York..

April
April

12,1852

S.

22, 1837

M.

April

S.

AprU

29,1839
24,1832

April

27,1883

s.

March 30, 1S02
AprU 11,1842

S.

S.

Buffalo

of Buffalo

ann.

Cap. $400,000.
Cap. $500,000.
Jan. 1, 1862.

In 1837 extended to

Changed

Cap. $250,000.
Cap. $50,000.

f.

$300,000. Reduced to $100,000,
1833, and changed to Marine Mutual
Fire Insurance Co. Allowed to take
fire risks AprU 27 1833.

iCap.

j"

Washington Mutual Assurance Co.
New York..
of the City of New York
Wasliington Mutual Insurance Co.. New York..
Ins.
Co
Mutual
Wayne County
New York
Webster Fire Insurance Co
Western Fire Insurance Co
Canandaigua..
Olean
Western Insurance Co. of Olean
Western Insurance Co. of the vUlage

Ins.

increase $200,000.

f.

March

.

may

M.

May
April

Cap.

12, 1836

Unadilla.,
UnadiUa Mutual Insurance Co
Union Fire Insurance Co. of the City
New York..
of NewY'ork
New York..
Union Insurance Co

M.

May

12, 1836

March,

1855
3, 1824
22, 1853

f

1817

f.

AprU
Jan.

AprU

New York Agricultural Cleveland, OsweLive Stock Insurance Co.
go CO
April
Williamsburgh Fire Insurance Co... Williamsburgh.. AprU

7,

Referee appointed Sept. 1855,
Cap. $250,000.
Receiver appointed Dec. 1855.

m.

n.

Cap. not over $400,000.

Western

Yates County Mutual Insurance Co.

15,1852
17,1843

March

The first bank organized in the State was the Bank of New
York, which had existed several years previously as a private
1

many of the earlier banks the State reserved
partnership.
the right of subscribing stock, and of appointing directors to
in proportion to the amount held. Bankinterest
their
represent
ing powers could only be enjoyed by special act of the Legislature, and were commonly limited to a period of 30 years. In
1838 a general law was enacted, allowing the organization of associations for banking, upon depositing the requisite securities
with the Comptroller and filing articles of association in the
Secretary's Office. Up to the d:ito of the general law, 106 banks
had been created, of which 31 are still in existence, 36 have
In

—

9,

1837

s.

M.

and 39 have failed, closed, or changed tlieirnames.
The Manhattan Co., created " for supplying the city of New
York with pure and wholesome water," and the New York Dry
Dock Co. possess perpetual banking powers. Other corporations
for manufiicturing or commercial purposes were allowed like
privileges for limited periods, all of which have expired. In
1829 a " safety fund" was created, by requiring an annual contribution of i per cent, of its capital paid in from each bank
formed or extended after that time, untU each had paid 3 per
cent. This fund was placed in charge of the Comptroller, and
applied to the redemption of the bills of insolvent banks contributing to this fund, after their other means had been ex-

reorganized,
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All banks, excepting those in New York, Brooklyn, Albany, and Troy, must have
York, Albany, or Troy, for the redemption of their bills within one-fourth of

bequeathed.

an agency in

New

one per cent, of par.
The bank fund has long since been exhansted, the
draft upon it far exceeding the income. In 1848, 11 insolvent
banks, that had contributed but §86.282 to this fund, had drawn
from it §2,577,927. Comptroller's Report, 1848, p. 55.
The same law provided for the appointment of 3 Bank Commis.sioners, who were required to visit the banks thrice annually,
to ascertain their condition, take measures to secure the public
against fraud or loss, and report annually to the Legislature.
This office was abolished April 18, 1S43, and the Comptroller
was invested with general powers relating to banks, from which
he was relieved by the creation of a special Bank Department in
1851. This department is under a superintendent appointed by
the Governor and Senate for 3 years. It has the custody of all
plates for printing bank "bills registers, numbers, and issues to
banks such bills as their charters and securities entitle them
to; destroys the same when withdrawn from circulation; and
destroys the plates when the bank is closed. It appoints special
ageutf for examining the condition of doubtful banks, directs
prosecutions in behalf of the State, sells the securities of broken
banks to redeem their circulation, and reports the condition of
banks to the Legislature annually. Banks can only obtain bills
for circulation by depositing New York State or United States
stocks bearing interest equivalent to 6 per cent., or bonds and
mortgages of not over S5,000 each upon unincumbered improved
lands at two-fifths value, exclusive of buildings, and bearing 7 per
cent, interest. Closing banks, after calling in 9U per cent, of their
hausted.

—

;

Existing

Banks

circulation, may withdraw their stocks or mortgages, and substitute cash for the ledemption of the remaining 10 per cent, of
circulation. Stockholders of banking associations are personally
liable to an extent equal to their capital stock. Experience has
shown that under our free bank system bonds and mortgages
have realized but about 88 per cent, on the sum for which notes

were issued, while the aggregate securities, including stocks,
have almost always sold for more than enough to redeem the
upon them. Report. 1859, p. 8.
Bank Note Engraving is now done by a company, formed in
1858 by the union of most of the establishments previously ex-

—

circulation based

isting.

The Bank of the United States had branches for discount and
deposit at New York, Utica. and Buffalo, in this State,
Specie payment has been generally suspended three times by
the banks of New York State. In the fall of 1814 all the banks
of the Union, except those of New England, suspended until the
spring of 1817. In May, 1837, there was a second susi)ensiou,
which continued until the spring of 1838, On the 13th of Oct.
1857, a third suspension took place in all the banks of New

York

City, with one exception, (Chemical Bank,) and this was
soon followed liy the banks of the State generally; but specie
payment was resumed in about 60 days.
The following tables, derived from returns in the Bank Department, are corrected up to Jan, 1, 1859, The amount of
capital is reported for Dec. 18, 1868 :

in the State, Jan.

1,

1859.

Dates

"J
Corporate Name.

Present

Of beginning

Location.

Offiling

arti-

cles.

Of

busitirss or of
act of incorpo-

expiration

of charter or

^1

o
Addison

Albany
Albany
American Exchange Bank,, New York
Artisans' Bank"
New Y'ork

c.

Atlantic Bank
Brooklyn
Atlantic Bank of the City
of Xew York
New York

C.

Albany Exchange Bank

Auburn City Bank
_,
Auburn Exchange Bank....
Ballston Spa Bank
Bank of Albany'
Bank of AlWon
Bank of America"
Bank of Attica
Bank of Auburn'*
Bank of Bath
Bank of Binghaniton
Bank of Cauandaigua
Bank of the Capitol
Bank of Cayuga Lake"
Bank of Cazenovia
Bank of Central New York
Bank of Chemung
Bank of Chenango/.

Auburn

Banlc of Cohoes

Bank of Commerce
York
Bank of Commerce

in

Ballston Spa.

Albany
.Mliion

New York
Buffalo

.\uburn
Bath

A.
I.

Binghaniton..

A.

Canandaigua
Albany

I,

Painted Post.

I.

Cazenovia

Norwich

A,
A.
A.
A.

Cohoes

A.

Utica
Elniira

A.

New York

Aug.

1853
1853
1856
10, 1838
30, 1854
15, 1839
16, 1839 July
July
Dec.
30, 1852 Dec,
1. 1852
April 24, 1850 March 1, 1850
Jan.
31, 1849
2, 1850 Dec.
April 11, 1854
29, 1852
Nov.
17, 1852 July
4, 1854
April
Jan.
3, 1853 Feb.
1,1853
1847
1847 Sept.
Feb.
28, 1856 Feb.
21, 1856
8, 1838
17, 1838 Sept.
Sept.
Deo.
1. 1853
11, 1852 .Tan.
Dec,
28, 1855 Dec.
31, 1855
1859
March 18, 1859 May

July

27. 1853
6, 18.53

Feb.
Jan.
Dec.

16, 1856 Feb.
31, 1839 Dec.
15, 1854 Dec.

May

Feb.

Carmel
Cooperstown

New York

Corning
Coxsackie

Corning
Coxsackie

Dansville
Favetteville
Eishldll
Fort Edward
Geneseeff

Dansville

» Articles

A.
A,
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.

Dec.
Oct.

17,
30,

July
July

2,

2.5,

1,

15, 1839 Jan.

1,

S

$
•Tan.

Jan.
Sept.

July
Jan.

July
July
Jan.
Dec.
Jan,
Jan.
Jan.
.Tan.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan,
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

1839 Jan.

1864
1, 2500
14, 1938
1, 1956
1, 1866
1,

500
100
500
600
500

400
1953
200
150
1956
100
10, 1938
360
1,1904
100
2, 2039
1, 1953 2,000
160
1, 2000
200
1, 1960
2,

5, 19.53
1,

1,

2000

150

"'l,'26o6

150

'i,'i9o6

"126
100
100
120

50,000
600,000
311,100
4,999,550
600,000
500,000

S.

E.

S.

E.

400,000
200,000
200,000
125,000
500,340
100,000
3,000,000
250,000
200,000
50,000
200.000
26,000
519,600
10,000
120,000
110,200
60,000
150,000
100,000

s.

1,

1889
1893
1956

1,

1889 5,000

8,851,760

150
750
117
120
100
110
120
100
100

63,012
200,000
750,000
78,500
142,000
150,250
115,400
150,000
200,000
150.000

15,
1,

S.

s.

s.
s.
S.

E.

S.

S,

E.

S.
S.

E.

S,
S,
S,

S.

E.
E.
E.

S.
s.
S,

S,
S,

S.

E.
E.
E.
E.

S.

of Put-

Banlv of Cooperstown
Bank of the Commonwealth
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

Auburn

New

nam County
Bank
Hank
Bank
Hank
Bank
Bank
Bank

A.
A.
A.

1856
1834
April
1838
Jan.
12,
1, 1839
14, 1838
1, 1838 Sept.
10, 1856
22, 1856 July
March 10, 183G

May

I.

s

privilege.

ration.

Addison Bank
Albany City Bank

.Sfe;

capital.

.,.,

Fayette ville..

FishkiU
Fort Edward
Batavia

amended May

I.

A.
A.
A.

A.
A,
A.
A,
A,
A,

1853
April,
Feb,
1. 1853 Jan,
1, 1853
March 22, 1853 March 1, 1853
Jan.
17, 18:39 Jan,
12, 1839
March 14. 1853 March 4, 1853
June 10, 1839 June 10, 1839
•Tan.
19, 1854 Jan.
9, 1854
Feb.
28, 1S50 June
1, 1850
Oct.
3, 1851 Oct.
1, 1851
Dec.
22, 1851 Dec.
1, 1851

11, 1867.

' First
incorp. April 10, 1792; cap, $40,000; allowed to reduce
two-nfths April 4, 1820, and shares reduced from S400 to $30
April 17, 1830; twice extended; expired Jan, 1, 1855; State roBerved right to subscribe stock at first,
° First
incorp, June 2, 1812; cap, $6,000,000, and late United
States B.ank allowed to take five-sixths of the stock; reduced to
W,000,000 March 20, 1813 once extended.
;

•^

Jan,

1,

March

1,

Jan,

1953
1953

12, 19.39

1900
1G39
9, 1954
31, 1899
In year
1951
Dec,
31, 1951

.Tan,

•Tune
Jan.
Dec.

1,

10,

First incorp. March 31, 1817
1, 1850,

;

cap. $400,000

;

S.

S.

E.
E.

S.

S.
S.
S.
S,

E.
E.
E.
E.

S.
S,
8,

E.
E,

once extended

;

expired Jan,
®

PttirtGd

a,t

/

Itliucn.

First incorp. April 21,1818; cap. $200,000; once extended;
1, 1856.
First incorp, April 29, 1829; cap, $100,000; expired Jan. 1,
1852,

expired Jan.
ff
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Existing Banks, continued.
D.\TE3

Corporate Name.

Of

Location.

Offiling

arti-

heginnirtg

husiniiss or

poration.

Bank of Geneva"
Bank of Iltivana
Bank of the Interior
Bank of Kent
Bank of Kinderhook
Bank of Lansingburgh'
Bank of Lima
Bank of Lowville
Bank of Malone
Bank of Newark
Bank of Xewburgh'
Bank of Newport
Bank of New York**
Bank of North America'...
Bank of Norwieli
Bank of Old Saratoga/.
Bank of Orange CountyJ'....
Bank of Owego
Bank of Pawling
Bank of Port Jervis
Bank of Poughkeepsie/
Bank of the KepublicBank of Rhinebeck....
Bank of Rome
Bank of Rondout
Bank of Salem
Bank of Salina.
Bank of Saratoga Springs*.
Bank of Seneca Falls
Bank of Silver Creek.
Bank of Sing Sing
Bank of the State of New
York
Bank of Syracuse
Bank of Tioga
Bank of Troy*
Bank of Ulster.
Bank of UtiCia
Bank of Vernon
Bank of Watertown
Bank of Watei-riUe
Bank of Westtield
Bank of West Trov
Bank of Whitehall*
Bank of WUitestown
Bank of Y'onkers
Black River Bank
Briggs Bank of Clyde
Broadway Bank
,

Geneva

A.

Havana

I.

.Albany
Ludingtonville...
Laiisiugburgh....

A.
A.
A.
A.

Kinderhook

Lima

A.

Dec.

A.

Aug.

26, 1838
IS, 1S51

Newark
Newburgh

A.
A.
A.

April
Dec.

17, 18.50

Ne'wport

New York
New York
Norwich
Schuj'lerville

Goshen

Owego

_.

A.

April
Dec.

A.
A.
A.

April
Feb.
Jan.

Rhinebeck

Rome

C.

Port .Tervis
Poughkeepsie

New

Y'ork

Rondout
Salem

A.
A.

Syracuse
Saratoga Springs
Seneca Falls
Silver Creek
Sing Sing

C.

New York

C.

A.
I.

A.
A.

Syracuse

A.

Owego

A.

Troy

A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.

Ulster Village
Utica

Vernon
Watertown.
Waterville
Westtield

West Trov

I.

A.

Whitehall
Whitesboro

A.
A.

Yonkers

Watertown

A.
A.

Clyde

I.

C.

I.

A.
A.
A.
I.

Catskill

A.
A.
A.
A.
A.

Auburn

C.

Canajoharie
Canastota

Lockport

6,

2,

1854
1S58

21, 18.52
11. 1K51
21, 1856

23, 1858

C.
0.

A.
A.
A.
A.
A.

Pawling

Broome County Bank'
Binghamton
Buffalo
Buffalo City Bank
Bull's Head Bank of the
New York
City of New Y^ork
Burnet Bank
Syracuse
Butchers & Drovers' Bank
in the City of New York™ Nev? York
Cambridge Valley Bank at
North White Creek
White Creek

Bank"

19, 1S3S
22, 1855

Malone

A.

Cayuga County Bank

4, 1857
15, 1856

Dec.

Lowville

New York

Cat^kill

20, 1852

I.

Brockport Exchange Bank.. Brockport
Brooklyn Bank
Brooklyn

Canajoharie Bank
Canastota Bank
Catnract Bank

Nov.

June
March
Juno

April
Feb.
Dec.
Jan.

June
Oct.

May

4,
4,

1849
1853

31, 18.57
25,
1,

of

act of incor-

cles.

1850
1853
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Existing Banks, continued.
Dates

Present

Of beginning

Location.

Corporate Name.

Of jiling

Of expiration

business or of
act of incor-

arti-

cles.

of charter or
privilege.

poration.
I

Central Bank of Brooklyn..
Central Bank at Cherry
Yalley"
Central Bank of Troy
Central City Bank*.

Chatham Bank

April

New York

Chautauciua County Bank.. Jamestown
New York
Chemical Bank..
Elmira
Chemung Canal Bank.
East Chester...
Bank
Chester
Chittenango Bank
Chittenango....
Fulton
Citiztns' Bank"

Bank
City Bank of Brooklyn
City Bank of New Yorki* ...
Oity Bank
Clinton Bank of Buffalo
Commercial Bank of AlCitizens"

New

Feb.

C.

A.

Feb.

May

A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.

Brooklyn
Y'ork

Oswego
Buffalo

Albany
bany'
Commercial Bank of Clyde. Clyde
Commercial Bank of Glens

May

C.

Y'ork

New

Dec.
Feb.

A.
A.
A.
A.

Syracuse

Feb.
Sept.

May
Nov.

May
Dec.

July

A.

.

July

9,

2'^

2

I

><

I.

1,

1853 July

31,

1953

200

?200,000

S.

14,

1854 Jan.

1955
1, 2353
12, 1952
1, 1899
1, 1860
1, 1899

200.000
300,000
125,200

S.

450,000
100,000

S.

1,

300,000
200,000
125,500
150,000
166.100
400.000
300,000
1,000,000
276,400
250,000

s.

2049
2000

200
200
110
300
100
300
200
100
105
125
300
150
800
125
250

1847 Jan.
1850

1,

2000

300

500.000
25,000

B.

AprU 28,1853 Jan.

1,

1954

150

136,400

S.E.

1838 Nov.

7,

1938

400

500,000

S.E.

1,

1956
2000

125
100

125,000
300,000

S.E.

*
1849 Jan.
1, 2500
1853 Jan.
1, 19.53 1,500
1853 Jan.
1950
500
1,
1856 March 15, 1956
100
1855 June
100
1, 1900
1853 Jan.
100
1, 1900
1839 Jan.
100
1, 1939
1856 Jan.
125
1, 1959
1858 March 1, 2000
100
1852 ,Sept. 18, 1952
300
1853 Jan.
1953
200
1,
1832 Jan.
100
1, 1862

108,200
2,000,000
1,000,000
107,500

1853 Aug.

1S54 Dec.
5, 1853 May
12, 1852 May
6, 1851 Feb.
April
5, 1844 Feb.
April
11, 1846 May
4, 1853 April
8, 1853 Aug.
3, 1851 May
6, 1850 Dec.
26, 1852 July
17, 1849] Nov.
3, 1856 Aug.
13,

3,

1847 July

1,

April

28, 1853

May

1853!

1852 May
20, 1851 Jan.
18, 1831 Jan.
24,1844 Jan.
12,

9,1833
1,1846 May
1. 1853 Jan.
20, 1853 Dec.
1, 18.51 Jan.

1,

1,2500
1,2000
31, 1953
1,

14, 1S50 Jan.
1,
1,

1,
1,

Nov.

I.

Glens Falls.

Falls

"a

I

Brooklyn..

Cherry Valley.,
Troy

capital.

"II

1,

1852 Jan.
1849 Nov.
1856 July

1951
1950

1, 19.52
1,

E.

S.

E.

S.

E.

S.E.
S.

E.

S.E.
S.

S.
S.

S.E.
S.E.

Commercial Bank of RochRochester..

ester.

AprU

Commercial Bank of Sara-

Commercial Bank of Troy.. Troy
Commercial Bank of WhiteWhitehall

hall

Continental

Elmira

A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.

Keeseville

C.

New York
New Y'ork

Bank

Com Exchange Bank.
Croton Kiver Bank

Brewster Station

Cuha Bank
Cuyler's Bank
Delaware Bank

Cuba
Palmyra

Deposit Bank/.
Dover Plains Bank.

Deposit

East River Bankc

New York

Delhi

Dover

Eknira Bank
Essex County Bank*

Exchange Bank

Feb.
Jan.

A.
A.

Saratoga Springs

toga Springs

Aug.

1839 Nov.

7,

18, 1856 Feb.

1,

8,1839 Jan.

5,

8,

5,

1849 Aug.
Jan.
1852 Jan.
1856 March
1855 June
1853 April
1839 Jan.
1856 Oct.
1857 March
1852 Sept.
1854 Nov.

Jan.

24. 1853

Dec.

21.

March
June

21,
20,

April

March
Nov.
Feb.

9,
21,

12;

Sept.

12,
11,

April

22,

AprE

24,
1,

15,
1,

15;
1,
1,

15,
8,

1,

25,

I

j

S.

S.

S.
s.

S.E.

100,000
74,000
150.000
125,000
100,000
206,525
100,000
100,000

S.E,

S.E
S.
S.

E

S.

s.
S.

E

at Lock-

A.
A.

port
Lockport
Banlc
Poughkeepsie..
Farmers' Bank of AmsterFallkill

dam

Amsterdam

A.

.

Farmers' Bank of Attica... .\ttica
Farmers' Bank of Hudson.. Iludson
Farmers' Bank of LansingLansingburgh
burgh^
Farmers Bank of Saratoga

of Troy*

Farmers' Bank of Washing
ton County

.

12, 1851
17,

April

26, 1839 April

Flour City Bank
Fort Plain Bank
Fort Stauwix Bank.
Frankfort Bank
Kredonia Bank

AprU

May

A.

Feb.

A.

March

7,

31,

1839 March
1

1854

1

A prU

1, 1851 In year
1,1852 July

10,1839 April
7.

1856

1,

1839, Dec.

1,

1854
1

2000
1952

150
150

150.000

S.E.

1,

2uu,ooo

S.

10,

1939

100

118.000
54.533

1900
31,1900
di,

100

300,000

S.E.
S.E.
S.E.

1954

200

171,300

S.E.

200,000

S.E.
S.E.

AprU

1,

Troy

A.

Nov.

13, 1852 Dec.

1,1852 Jan.

1,

1950

350

350,000

Fort Edward.

A.

June

30,

1856 Jan.

1,1856 Jan.

1,

1956

200

168,650

S.

A.
A.

Juno

21, 18.52'

3,

200

16,

t

200,000
111,150

S.

July

2000
1950

1,

1864

300

300,000

1,

2000

100

150,000

S.E.

3838
1, 1956
1, 2001
3, 2347
15, 2354

100
200
100

125,000
300,000
150,000
150,000
105,000
100,000
100,000

S.E.
S.E.
S.E.
S.E.
S.E.
S.E.
S.E.

3,1852 July
1839 March 16, 1839 In year

July

Poughkeepsie.

C.

Buffalo

A.

Dec.

Rochester...
Rochester...

A.
A.
A.

March 15, 1839 Feb.
March 4,1856 March

AprU

Farmers & Mechanics' Bank
of Genesee*
Farmers k Mechanics'
of Rochester

July

1852

A.

Farmers & Citizens' Bank
of Long Island^
Williamsburgh.,
Farmers &, Drovers' Bank.. Somers
Farmers & Manufacturers'

Bank

Nov.

June

I.

County
Farmers' Bank of the City

Frontier

15,

1856 Feb.
1839 In year

13, 1838

Nov.

26, 1834 Jan,
1,

183S Nov.

E.

S.E.

Bank
Fort Plain

,

.

Rome

A.
A.
A.
A.

Frankfort..
Fredonia....

Bank

Jan.

Potsdam....

Nov.
Feb.

JtUy
April

1839 Jan.
5, 1847 Nov.
6, lSi.54 M.ay
2. 1856 -Vug.
29, 1854 April
2,

« Cherry Valley Bank incorp. April 21, 1818
cap. $200.000
changed to Central Bank once extended expired Jan. 1, 1855.
*
Changed from Crouse Bank Feb. 3, 1857.
e Removed from Ogdensburgh.
d
City Bank incorp. June 16, 1812 cap. $2,000,000 twice extended; expired July 1. 18.52: ciip. reduced one half March 24,
1820, and afterward to .§720,000.
• Commercial Bank
incorp. AprU 12, 1825; cap. $300,000 once
e:vtended ; expired July 1, 1847.
;

;

:

;

;

;

;

*

$108,200.

/
B
A

Jan.
1, 1856 Jan.
1, 1839 Jan.
6, 1847 Nov.
1.5, 1854 May
1, 1S56 May
30, 1854 Jan.
12, 1839

1,

1,2000
1,

1899

no
105
100
100

.\n individual bank merged in association.
Allowed to reduce cap. to $;313.91S March 7, 1836.
Allowed to increase cap. to $400,000 May 10, 1836.

<
Farmers' Bank incorp. March 31, 1801 cap. $250,000 State
reserved right to take stock; twice extended; expired Jan. 1,
;

;

18.53.

j

*

Increased to $.300,000 March 9, 1854 afterward reduced.
Removed from Batavia June 3, 1852
:

t $111,150.
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Existing Banks, continued.
Dates

gl..
CoKPORATE Name.

Location.

-Sis Of filing articUs.

Of beginning

Of expiration

business or of
act of incor-

of charter or
privilege.

poration.

lit
Fulton ]!ank, in the City of
New York"
New York
Gloversville
fulton County Bank
Genesee County Bank.
LeKoy
Mount Morris..
Genesee Itiver Bank
Geneseo
Genesee Valley Bank
Geo. Washington Bank
Corning
Glens Falls
(ilcns Fallji Bank
Goshen Bank
Goshen
Greenwich Bank ot the City
of New York'
New York.
Grocers' Bank in the City
of New York

Hamilt"D Bank
Hanover Bank
Ileikimer County

New

,

New Y'ork
Bank..... Little Falls...

llighlanil
Newburgh....
H..I. Miner & Co.'sBank... Dunkirk
U. JIiner"8 Bank of Uticjv... Fredonia

A.
A.

Importers & Traders' Bank

New

International
Iron Bank

Y'ork
Buffalo

A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.

Plattshurgh.

I.

Irvini;

Ilion

Bank

Bunk

New Y'ork

New York
Jamestown

A.
I.

Watei'town
J. N. Ilungerforii's Bank... Corning
J. T. Kaplees Bank
Penn Y'an
Judson Bank"*
Ogdensburgh..
Bank
Kingston
Kingston

Lake Mahopac Bank
Lake Ontario Bank
Lake Shore Bank

Leather Manufacturers' Bk

Bank

Long Island Bank?
Lyons Bank*
Manhattan Company'
Manufacturers'
Brooklyn^
Manufacturers'

Mahopac
Oswego
Dunkirk

New

Bank

of

Bank

of

,

Mechanics & Traders' Bank
in the City of New York.

A.
I.

Brooklyn

A.

.

A.

New Y'ork.,
New York..
Troy

Mechanics' Bank of Brooklyn
Brooklyn...
Mechanics' Bank of the City
of New York*
New York.,
Mechanics' Banking Association'
New York..
Mechanlcs' Bank of S;
Syracuse
Syracuse.-.
& Farmers'
Mechanics

Albany™

C.

A.
A.

C.

.

of

0.

New York

Marine Bank of Buffalo
Buffalo
Marine Bank, at Oswego.... Oswego.,
Marine Bank of the City of

New York

A.

I.

Buffalo..

Market Bank
Market Bank of Troy

I.
I.

A.

Y'ork

Troy
Troy
Manufacturers & Traders'

Bank

A.

I.

Leonards ville..
Lockport
Brooklyn
Lyons

Lockport City Bank/.

Bank

31, 1851 Oct.

Sept.

25,

May

30, 1855

Aug.

15, 1851 Aug.
19, 1853 March
2, 1851 April

Feb.

April

A.
A.
A.

A.
A.
A.
A.
A.

A.
A.

Albany

A.

New

A.

York.,

1850 Nov.

April
April
Sept.

Feb.

Nov.

May

June

18.54
31, 1851 Sept.

4,

23, 1855
18.53

2.5,

1853
1852
1855
11, 1854
17,

6,

2-8,

-March 29,

1,

1952
1951

Nov.

1,

1855 ^une

7,

1954

1,

1950
2053

1, 1851!

1, 1851 Jan.
1, 18,53, Jan.
2, 1851 April
March 14, 1833 Jan.
1834, Jan.
26,
April
Feb.
25, 1859

in the City of

Jamestown Bank
Jefferson County Bauk«

Leonaidsville

6,

Oct.

1.

Adams

Bank

May

1844 March 1, 1844 Jan.
1, 1899
1852 March 23, 1852 March 23, 1952
1, 1839 Jan.
1, 2000
6, 1853 Oct.
5, 1919
1851 May
10, 1851 Jan.
1, 2000

19, 1838 Jan.
1, 1853 Oct.

I.

Hudson Kiver Bank"
Hudson
Huguenot Bk. of NewPaltz New Paltz...
Ilion

Oct.

15,
2S,

C.
C.

Bank

Hungerford"s Bank"*

Jan.
April
Dec.

I.

A.
A.
A.

York....

Hamilton

A.
A.
A.
A.
A.

1

1,
2,

1,

1951
1863

1,1864
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Existing Banks, continued.
D.ATES

CoKPORATE Name.

Location.
t;

w w

Present

Of heginning
Offiling

arti-

Of expiration

business or of
act of incor-

i

cles.

capital.

of charter or
privilege.

poration.

.Ci"'3

1.1

Medina

Medina Bank
Mercantile Bank"
Mercantile

Bank

New

York..

Mercliants'

Merchants'

.

Bank of Albany. Albany
Bank of Erie
Lancaster.

County

Westfield

field

Merchants' Exchange Bank
in the City of New York'

New York..

S.

Middletown..

Fonda

Mohav.'k
Monroe County Bank
Rochester
Montgomery County Bank** Johnstown...,

County Bank.

North River Bank in the

New

York*
Ocean Bank in the City of

New York

Ogdensburgh Bank.
Oneida Bank
Oneida Central Bank
Oneida County Bank
Oneida Vallej' Bank

New York

Perrin
of

Jan.
Feb.

19,

1856 Jan.

2,

1845 July
21, 1851 Dec.

.April

24,1849 June

Oct.

24,

A.
A.
A.

Dec.

April

15, 1853 Dec.
10. 1851 April

May

17, 1839

A.
A.
A.
A.

•Oct.

100,000
400,000

1,

50,000

1857 Jan.

1,

S.

s.

S.E.

2,638,975

s.

110
135

150,000
180,000

s.

1,

1853

40,000

S.E.
S.E.

1899 1,000
2040
150

1,235.000
80,000

S.

300,000
4,000,000
125,000

S.

1950
2130

300
250
100

23, 1857 May
31, 1856 Jan.
1. 1853 Feb.
1, 1S52 Nov.

1952
1956
2839
23, 2557
1, 1956
1, 1953
1, 1952

125
100
100
100
100
200
500

200,000
100.000
150,000
100,000
100,000
234,500
979,200

16,

1859
1856 Jan.

16, 1956

600

600,000

2,

1857 Jan.

1, 1957

1,500

1,500,000

S.

1,

1855 June

1955

200

200,000

S.

200
120

200,000
300,000

S.E.

2500

250
250
200

130,000
350,000
100,000

1899

500

316,000

S.

1950
1, 1859
1, 1866
19, 2000
2, 2500
2, 1902
1, 1954

500
100
400

1,000,000
100,000
400,000

S.

150
125
105
150

173,500
125,000
105,000
96,200
150,000
300,000
200,000
150,000
114.500
200,000
422,700

s.

2,000,000

S.

1, 1849 Jan.
15, 1838 Jan.

1,

1,

1853 .Tan.
10; 1850 Jan.
1, 1839 May

1, 19.54

15.

July

S.

1957 1,500

1895
31, 1950

1845 July
31, 1850 Dec.
2.

1838 Oct.

A.
A.
A.
A.

13, 1852 Jan.
Jan.
2. 1856 Jan.
ilarch 28, 1839 July
May 26, 1857 May
Dee.
30, 1856 Dec.
.Tan.
3, 1853 Feb.
Oct.
28. 1852 Nov.
Jan.
28, 1859 Jan.
Feb.
8. 1856 Jan.

A.

Dec.

1,

1,

1,

1,
1.

1'2,

1853 Jan.
1856 .Tan.
1S39 .Tan.

1,

.

1,

1,

1855 June

1,

Unlimited

12,1825
1, 1852 Jan.

1,

2000

April

1,

1900

Oct.

14,1851 April
26. 1850 Dec.
7, 1856 May

21,1851 Jan.
31, 18,50 Jan.

1, 19.50

Lockport...,

A.
A.
A.

New

A.

July

1842 June

1,1842 Jan.

New York

A.

Dec.

22,

Ogdensburgh.,
Utica

C.
C.

Rome

A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.

Oct.

29,

York..

May

1,

1,

1849 Dec.
April

10,
30,
14,
19,
10,
22,

May
May
Sept.

May

1853 Sept.
2, 1853 May
27, 1852 Sept.
1, 1854 May

1,

1856 Before

1849
1829
1836
1853
1853
1852
1854

New \''ork
New York

A.
A.
A.
A.

New

A.

Feb.

A.

.

C.
.,

York.,

Rochester..,

New York

1

•

I.

Newburgh

A.
A.
A.

Cortlandville.

I.

Pulaski

1853 July
1854 Oct.

27, 1851 April

,

Sept.

Dec.
Sept.

March

Sept.

Jan.
Sept.

May
July
Oct.

Jan.
Dec.
Jan.
Jan.

March

1851 April
29, 1855
1.

27, 18-53 Jan
2, 1854 Jan.
16, 1853 Sept.
1, 1853 Dec.
19, 1852 March 19, 1852 Jan.

Aug.

« Successor to Bank of Ithaca.
6 First
incorp. April 29, 1829 cap. S750,000.
' Mohawk Bank
incorp. March 13, 1807 ; cap. ,$200,000 ; allowed
to reduce April 4, 1820 ; twice extended ; expired Jan. 1, 1853.
:

March 15, 1831 ; cap. $100,000 ; expired Jan.
<tjnat incorp.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

j

11, 1853
6,
July
Oct.
10,1854
3,
'March 14,1831
Oct.
3, 1855 Jan.
1, 1856
Dec.
30, 1853 Dec.
31, 1853
Oct.
8, 1850 June
17, 1850
March 12, 1856 March 1,1856

Fulton
Cooperstown

,

25,

1856 Jan.

April
1852 Sept.

Ogdensburgh
Oswego

New York*

June

22,

12,

of the City

Bank
Bank
Randall Bank

1,

1857.

National Bank incorp. April 30, 1829; cap. $1,000,000; expired Jan. 1, 1857.
/ Dock Co., with perpetual banking powers.
f Removed from Dunkirk March, lS,i4.
* First
incorp. March 19, 1803: cap. .* 160.000; once extended;
expired Jan. 1, 1851 ; State reserved right to take stock.
e

100
250

Aug.

New York

Bank

Quassaicli

200

1956
1953

A.

Syractise

Phoenix Bank of the City
Pulaski

A.
A.

0.

Utica

Pacific

of

24,

A.

Oneida
Syracuse

Onondaga Bank
Onondaga County Bank
Oriental Bank
Oswegatchie Bank
Oswego Bank.
Oswego River Bank
Otsego County Bank>

Bank
Park Bank
People's Bank

1950

1,

S.E.

S.E.
E.

S.

S.E.
S.
s.

S.E.
S.E.
S.E.
S.E.
S.

in the City

of New York*
New York..
New York County Bank of
the City of New York
New York.,
New York Dry Dock ComNew York.,
pany/.
New York & Erie Banki'... Buffalo
New York Exchange Bank
in the City of New York. New York.,
New York State Bank*
Albany

City of

1,

1844

May,
Dec.

A.

Mutuil Bank
Troy
Nassau Bank
New York
Nassau Bank of Brooklyn.. Brooklyn
National Bank of "Albany... Albany

Niaffira

8,

1S56 Jan.
1, 1856 Jan.
22, 1853 March 21, 1853 March

A.

A.
A.

Schenectady..

River Bank
Valley Bank.

Bank

1850 Jan.

aJM
50,000
1,000,000

of Scheuec-

tady^

National

8,

g
$

24,

April,

New York

Bank

Middletown Bank

Mohawk Bank

Jan.
Jan.

.

Merchants &Farmers"Bank Ithaca
Merchants & Mechanics"
Bank of Troy
Troy

Mohawk
Mohawk

Jan.

I.

,

Merchants' Bank in the City
New York.,
of New York
Merchants' Bank in PoughPoughkeepsie..
keepsie
Merchants' Bank
Syracuse
Merchants' Bank of West-

Metropolitan

A.
A.
A.

1854
1850 Jan.

of Platts-

Plattsburgh

burgh

O
May,

I.

,

1853

1,
1,

"306
11, 1953
200
1, 1954
150
1859
1,
125
31, 1955
200
1954
1,
500
1, 1950
1956
2,000
1,
1,

2,

31,
1,

1950

250

1954 1,200
1899
100
130
1952

S.

s.

S.E.

S.E.
S.E.
S.E.
S.
S.

S.E.
S.E.
S.E.
S.

43,620

S.E.
S.E.

1,800.000
100,000

S.E.

412.500

300,000
50,000

S.
S.

S.E.

•North River Bank incorp. March 23, 1821; cap. $500,000;
expired July 1, 1842 judgment dissolving an injunction filed
;

Sept. 25, 1858.
'First incorp. April 8, 1830; cap. $100,000; expired Jan. 1,
1854.
*
Incorp. June 15, 1812, cap. $1,000,000, as New' York Manu-

facturing Co., for making wire and cards; amended Sept. 26,
1814, with banking privileges to extent of $150,000 besides
S.350.000 in manufecturing: changed to Phoenix Bank, Feb.
2. 1817
once extended "expired Jan. 1, 1854 ; increased to
$1,000,000 April 29, 1834, and reduced May 7, 1841.
;

;
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Existing Banks, continued.
Dates

•S

CoBPORATE Name.

« e

Of beginning

Location.

Of filing

arti-

5£

Of

or of
of incor-

business
act

cks.

expiration

of charter

lit
Rensselaer County Bank
K.M.Goddard & Co.'s Bank
Kocbester Bank
Rochester City Bank
Rome Exchange Bank
....

St.

Nicholas Bank

Salt Spiinjis

Bank

Saratoga County Bank"
Schenectady Bank
Schoharie County Bank
Seneca County Bank
.Seventh

Ward Bank

&

Leather Bank
Smith's Bank of Perry
Spraker Bank

Shoe

Lansingburgh..

A.
I.

A.

Rome

A.

New

A.

Nov.

A.
A.

Feb.

4,

Nov.

28,

C.

Y'ork

New Y'ork
New York

C.

Steuben County Bank

Bath

C.

Pine Plains

A.

Sag Harbor

I.

Binghamton....
Syracuse

A.
A.

Catskill

C.
C.

Tompkins County Bank
Trailers'

Ithaca

New

Kingston....

Bank
Una^iilla...,
Union Bank of Albany
Albany
Union Bank of KinderUnadilla

hook
Union Bank

New

of the City of

New

York.,

Union Bank of Rochester... Rochester..,
Union Bank of Sullivan
Monticello
County
Union Bank of Troy
Troy
Union Bank of Watertown.. Watertown
Utica City Bank
Wallkill Bank

Utica

Middletown
Washington County Bank.. Union Village..
Watertown Bank & Loan
Watertown
Company
Waverly
Waverly Bank
Weedsport Bank
Weedsport
Westchester County Bank.. PeeksklU
West Winfield...,
West Winfield Bank
White's

Bank of

Buffalo.... Buffalo

Williamsburgh City Bank..
Wooster Sherman's Bank...
Worthington Bank
Wyoming County Bank

Williamsbui'gh..

1953

200

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Nov.
Jan.

1, 19,')4

1866
1951
16, 1952
3, 1952
1, 1956
1, 1862

100
400
100
500
125
100
160

1863
1863
1952

"206
500
600

1,

1953
2000
1893
1862
1900

"166
250
100
150
120

9.

1955

1949
1,1860
1, 1866

"106
100
100
250

1,

1950

800

1,

300
100

Dec.

18.'?2|jan.

1,
1,

18621

March 12

1.

30,

1,

18.33 Jan.
1833 Jan.
3 1852! Dec.
1858
Sept.
1853 'June
31, 1863 June
1852
1852
[Jan.
20,
April
1853
9, 1853 Sept.
[Sept.
March
1832 Jan.
1858 Jan.
8, 1858 May
1844
April,
1855 Jan.
31, 1855 Jan.
1849 Oct.
21, 1849 Oct.
March 14, 1831 Jan.
14
1836
Jan.
May

30, 1852 Dec.

2,

1,
1,
5,
1,

Jan.
Dec.

i

26,

1854 Jan.
1869

1,

1863
1861

June

8,

1833 Jan.
March 14 1831 June
1844
July,
1863 July
4, 1853
July

4,

1953

'256

June

23,

1853 June

23,

1853 Jan.

1,

1900

125

A.
A.

Dec.
Jan.

22.
21, 1852 Dec.
20, 1863 March 1

1852 .T.in.
1853 Jan.

1,

A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.

March

1851
20. 1851
14, 1852
30, 184S
9, 1857

A.
A.
A.

Jan.

June

2-8,

C.
C.

April

I.

A.

Kinderhook..

York"

1,

1

June

Dec.

..

Troy

May
May
July

1

eg

Jan.

1,

York..

Bank of Rochester"* Rochester

Troy City Bank
Ulster County Bank

1852 Nov.
1852 Jan.
1856 Dec.
April

April

Dec.

I.

Stissing Bank*
Suffolk County Bank
Susquehanna Valley Bank..
Syracuse City Bank

Tradesmen's Bank of the
City of New York"

25,

April,

C.

Perry
Canajoharie

18, 1851 Feb.

I.

A.
A.
A.

Bank

[May
Feb.

C.

A.

1853
1859
1854
1836
1851
1852
1852
1855

7,

Rochester
Rochester

State Bank of Troy
Troy
State of New York Bank.... Kingston

Tanners'

•O

1852 Jan.
April
March 31, 1854 April

Dec.

Canton

Syracuse
Waterford
Schenectady
Schoharie
Waterloo

H

privilege.

poration.

Jan.

June
Aug.

3,

Jan.
July,
Sept.

June
Aug.
March 8,1839 July
Aug.
July

21, 1839 Jan.
20, 1855 Aug.
12, 1854 July

March

C.

A.
A.
A.

March

March
April
Feb.

1854 Feb.
1853 April
25, 1852 Feb.
Dec.
10,

9,

Watertown

I.

Cooperstown

I.

Dec.

Warsaw

I.

Nov.

1855 Jan.
19.

1 1851 Jan.
1851 'Jan.
2852 July
1848 Jan.
1857 Aug.
1839 lu year

1,

1952 1,000
1953
400
1899
1951
1952
1898
1957
2050

110
250
100
125
125
100

2839
1955
1954
1, 1863
18.i4 Feb.
16, 2354
1853 In year
2000
4,1852 Feb.
4, 1952
1841
1854
1851

100
100
100
200
100
100
200

1839
1855
1854
1833

Jan.
Aug.
Jan.
Jan.

1,

1.
1.
1,
3,

1,

6,
1,

NEW YORK STATE GAZETTEER.

96

Obsolete
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CORPORATIONS.
Obsolete

N&ME.

and Closing Banks,

V c

Location.

s-

Date nf Charter
or beginning
of business.

97

continued.

Capital.

g c t

*c

'.Is.

1.1.7
a;

Commercial Bank, Al!e-1
Friendship...
/
gany County
Clinton County Bank
Plattsburgh
Bank
Newport
*Dairymen'8

I.

July,

c.

May

A.

Nov.

1836
1,1855

s -3 05

$200,000
100,000

Semarks.

g 3

,

\ 1862.
Failed.

Par.

Failed

May

Co

)

New York

,

C.

19, 1824

600,000
150,000

Aug.

1825
1849

Dec.

1843

Nov.

Drovers'

Bank of St. Law- 1

renceCounty
Dunkirk Bank
Eagle
Eagle

.

Bank
Bank

Poughkeepsie..

C.

Amenia

I.

Ogdensburgh.,

April

12,

Dunkirk
New York

A.
A.

of Kochester... Rochester

July,
April

March

1851
5, 1839
27, 1852

Par
Par

Empire

.

A.

Sept.

.

A.

Jan.

A.

Sept.
Feb.

Buffalo
Erie County Bank
Meridian..,
Excelsior Bank
of
Buffalo....
Bank
Buffalo.
Exchange

•Exchange Bank of Genesee

Exchange Bank

I.

I

100.000

I.

,

A.

Arietta.

County

I.

April,

July

I.

Oct.

I.

Onondaga Valley,
Warwick..

.

—

Bank of Onon- \

daga

J

Farmers' Bank of Orange
Countj'

)

.

Van

100,000

1851
1844

1849

100,000

Bank.
S.62,8.E.72 Failed.
Par
Closing. Red.untilNov.16,1861.
Par
Failed.
Red. at Albany City
Bank.
Par
Closing. Removed from Alexander June 24, 1860.
,

Par

31, 1839
6,

1838

Par

1850
18, 18.39

,

Closed.

160,006
,

Closing. Red. until July 16, 1863.

166,666

May,

Par

I.

July,

1852

85...,

I.

Aug.

1842

Worthless.
Red. until Mar. 9, 1864.
May 18.53. Red. at
Bank Dept. at 85 until Nov.

Closed.
,

Closing.
Failed

12, 1859.

....

A.

Oct.

Penn Y^an

A.

Romulus

A.

Buffalo

Closed

200,000

Aug.

20, 1839

100,000

Par

April

20, 1839

100,000

S.par,S.E.74 Failed 1840.

Failed.

New York

Greene County Bank

28, 1843

100,000

Par

Fayetteville....

A.

Aug.

24, 1839

250,000

Par

French Creek

I.

C.

April

'566,666

I.

Aug.

1847
21, 1818
1846

1851

200,000

.

April
I.

Oct.

A.

Dec.
Dec.

I.

New York.,

A.

Catskill....,

C.

'''Hamilton
Exchange \ Greene
Bank of Greene
J

Hartford Bank
Hartford
II. J. Miner's Sank of Utica. Fredonia...
.

Henry Keep's Bank

Failed 1846.

Aug.

Crescent.

County

Watertown..

of Buffalo.. Buffalo

,

April
Feb.

1,

1850
11, 1838
23, 1839

"166,606

1840
1819

100,000

11,
5,

Aug.

1850

I.

.Tune,

I.

Feb.

1849
1850

I.

Sept.

A.

Feb.

Par

Par

,

,

,

Closed 1841.
Closing. Red. until Aug.25, 1861.
Failed 18.30.
Closed 1852.
Still

redeeming

Troy

Bank
James Bank

Ithaca

New York
New York..
.

Ithaca

Kinderhook Bank
Knickerbocker Bank
Knickerbocker Bank of|

New York

Favette

Bank

A.
A.
A.

Jamesville...

A.
A.

Kinderhook.

I.

Genoa

I.

New York

New York

...

June
Dec.
Feb.
Jan.
Sept.
Oct.

...

/
Clinton

April
Dec.

84...,

25,000

Par
Par
Par

1850

100,000

Par

16,1839
6, 1S38
1, 1854

100,000
100,000
300,000

Par

1838
7, 1839
25, 1839
1848

250,000
106,000

1851

200,000

I.

Dec.

0.

April

31,

1,

1845
18,1834

its

own

notes.

Red. until Oct. 2, 1861,

Failed.

,

,

,

,

FaUed 1826.
f Redeemed at Bank Dept. at 84
until June 23, 1864.
I
Closing. Red.untilJulyl4,1862.
Closing. Still redeems its own
notes.
Red. until Sept. 17,
Closing.
1859.
Failed.
Red. at Commercial

Bank
Co
Hudson River Bank
Island City Bank

Worthless.

Closed.

Closing.

1847
1,

.

Howard Trust & Banking

'.a

(See

1844, p. 01.)

Closed 1843.

1843

Oct.

Hebron
ington County
Genesee Central Bank
Attica
Globe Bank
Seneca Falls..
Globe Bank in the City of

Kirkland Bank

Worthless.

Worthless.

29, 1838

I.

,

Freemen's Bank of Wash-

the City of

184.3..

Comp. Rep.

1

A.

Ogdensburgh

Franklin Bank
New York
Franklin County Bank
Malone
Farmers' Bank of Saratoga

Bank

1, 18.18

in the Traders' Bank of
Rochester June, 1859.
Red. at Bank
Dept.
Failed.
Red. at North River

Failed Nov. 1854.

of Seneca

County
Farmers & Drovers' Bank
of Erie County
& Mechanics'
Farmers
Bank of Ogdensburgh
& Mechanics'
Farmers
Bank of Onondaga
Franklin Bank of Chautauqua County

*Hollister

500,000

94...

f'

Bank of Orleans.. Gaines
Bank of Penn
Bank

100,000

1852

E.

1844
1847

J

Farmers'

Oct.
Oct.

A.

Farmers" Bank of Geneva.. Geneva
Farmers' Bank of Malone.. Malone
Farmers' Bank of Mina
Mina

Farmers'
Farmers'

1,

Catta-

CO.

Merged

200,000

1,

8,

Removed from

raugus

of Roches-

ter
Rochester
Farmers' Bank of Ovid
Ovid
Farmers' Bank of Hamilton

mers'

,

j Closed.

1853

April,

Jan.

Batavia..

expired

privilege

Nov. 19, 1844.
Charter expired July 1, 1845.
Closing. Ked.untirNov.6,1863

.

Par

New York

City Bank.

New

Red. at

18G4.

Closed.
Failed.
S.

New York

6,

Banking

\
I.

Nov

t

J

Eighth Avenue Bank

*F<ti

f

Par

j

Dutchess County Bank
Dutchess County Bank

1858.

York State Bank at Albany
until

Delaware k Hudson Canal

Red. until July 2

(Closing.

Par

1847
18.

ill

S5

at

Albany.

Closed 1844.

Par.

Failed Oct. 1857. Red. at Manhattan Co. until April 22, 1864.

91.

Failed Oct.

Par
Par
Par
"566,'666

,

,

,

,

1,

1851.

Wo rthless.

Closing. Red.untaNov.16,1861.
Red. at North River
J Failed.

Bank.
t
Closing. Red. until
Failed.

June

3,

1863.
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and Closing Banks,

Obsolete

continued.
?1-

Name.

Location.

J-

o

.^

Date of charter
or beginning
of business.

s

« =

New

Lebanon...

Wilmurt
Oswego

I.

March.

A.

March

Adirondac

I.

Sept.

C'azenovia

C.

March

Manliattan Exchange Bank New York
Manufacturers' Bank of

A.

April

1,

1S52
1839
1833
1830
1829
1838
1851
1846
1847
1831
1839

Sangerties...

I.

Sept.

10,

1840

Rochester...

A.

July

28,

1856

Watertown.

I.

Sept.

1851
25, 1839

Le Roy
Martinsburgh..
Geueseo
Lockport
Lockport

Lumberman's Bank

*Luther Wright's Bank
Mclntyre Bank
Madison Co. Bank

Ulster Co

Manufacturers' Bank of 1
Rochester
/
Mechanics' Bank
Mechanics' Bank of Buffalo
Mechanics' Bank of Wil-)
liamsburgh
Mechanics & Farmers' Bank
Mercantile Bank of Schenectady
Merchants' Bank
Merchants' Bank of Ontario

,

I.

^2-2

0-<i-i

Leland Bank
Le Roy Bank of Genesee ...
Lewis County Bank
Livingston County Bank...
Lockport Bank
Lockport Bank & Trust Co.

Remarks.

Capital.

I.

July,

A.
C.
C.
C.

Jan.
April
April
April

A.

Oct.

1,

30,
7,

22,
31,
28,
14,

Par
i

100.000
100.000
100,000
100,000
500,000

'360,606
"i6o,'6o6

I.

•

Failed Nov.

Par

,

,

Red. until Feb. 27, 1861,
Charter expired Jan. 1, 1858.

Clo.sing.

,

,

300,000

Par

Closed.

Par

of Rochester June, 1859.
I
Closing. Red. until Sept. 2.3, 1861.

f

200,000

Buffalo

A.

Jan.

Williamsburgb.

A.

March 1,1853

Ithaca

A.

Oct.

24, 1838

100,000

A.

March

26,

Feb.

1839
1847

100,000

I.

I.

March

A.

Sept.

4.

A.

Sept.
Oct.

20,

.

Mina

County

Naples

New

Merchants' Banking Co
Merchants' Exchange Bank
of Buffalo

York..

Buffalo.

Merchants & Farmers'Bank Carmel.

I.

Merchants & Mechanics'
North Granville.
Bank of Oswego
Middle District Bank
Ponghkeepsie
Millers' Bank of New YorkCIyde
*Monro6 Bank of Rochester Cuba..
New York..
New York Banking Co
New York Bank of Saratoga Hadley
New Y'ork..
New York City Bank

1846
1839
1838
1845

i6'6,'6o6

S.

E. 63.

f

C.

March

A.

Dec.

I.

Oct.

22. 1811

New York Manufacturing \ New
Co

A.
I.

A.

York..

New York

City Trust

York..,

Security Banlc Hope Falls..
Stock Bank
Durham
*New York State Stock)
New York..,
Security Bank
/
*Now York Traders" Bank \
of

Washington Co

200,000
300,000

166,666

S.

S.

150,000

Par

,

42

Closing.
Failed.

Par

Closing. Red. until April 1,1862.

Par

21, 1817.
Incorp. June 15,
for
manufacturing
1812,

in Phcenix

1848
1846

Par
Par
Par

1838

Par

I.

New Yorlc
New York

I.
I.

Aug.
June
Nov.

North Granville.

I.

Sept.

A.

March

J

Buffalo

,

30,

Bank Feb.

wire.

Closed 1840.
Closing. Red. until Aug. 16, 1864,
Closing. Red. until July 19, 1862.
Red. at New Y'ork
f Closing.
1
State Bank, Albany.
Red. at New Y^ork
/Closing.
State Bank, Albany.
\

,

,

,

18.51

16, 1853

Manufacturers'

of Brooklyn, 1858.

cards and
(Merged

New

Niagara River Bank"

Bank

Closed.
Closed.

&

Banking Co

to

Changed

Par

1814

26,

The Traders' Bank

81,S. E.65 Failed 1840.
Closing. Red. until May 30, 1862
Failed March 1854. Red. at
Bank Dept. at 77 until Sept.
28, 1860.
Failed 1829.
S. Par, S.E.94 Failed 1840.

200,000

'260,666

Sept.

;

in

Closed 1844.
Closing. Red. until Oct. 17, 1861,

,

1,006,666

1838
1852
March 23, 1839
1851
Feb.
6, 1840
May
1,

Par
Par

Merged

FaUed.

\

1852

July

.

[

1854.

Closing.

,

.

Schenectady

4,

Charter expired July 1, 1855.
Charter repealed Mav 15, 1837.
Closing. Red. until Nov. 12, 1863,
Closing. Red. untU Oct. 24, 1861,

,

Par
Par
Par
Par
Par

untU July 16, 1864.

Closing. Red.

,

Removed

to Lockport May 13.
and name changed to
Lockport City Bank.

104,000

1859,

North American Bank....
North American Trust
Banking Co
Northern Bank of New

York

New

York.,

A.

Oct.

New

Y'ork.,

A.

Nov.

I.

Fob.

I.

July
Aug.

Madrid

Nortliern Exchange Bank.. Brasher Falls.

Northern Canal Bank
Fort Ann
North River Banking Co... New York
*01iver Leo & Company's \
Buff'alo

Bank

A.

100,000

6,

1838

2,000,000

Dec.

4,

1847
1847
1848
1839

100,000

Jan.

1,

1844

100,000

1, 1854
March 12, 1813

150,000
500,000

j

Onondaga County Bank
Ontario

I.

21, 1839

Syracuse

Bank

A.

Canandaigua

Ontario Bank,

.

C.

.Tan.

Par

Closed 1841.
Failed.

Red. until Nov. 1,1860
Closing.
Closing. Red. until March 1,1862
Closing. Red. untU Oct. 13, 1862

Par
Par
Par
Par

,

Red. ot Albany City

expired Jan. 1, 1856.
to establish Branch
at Utica AprillO, 1815, and this
continued until charter expired as Ontario Branch Bank
of Utica.

Charter

Allowed

(President

and Directors of)
Ontario County Bank...

Oswego County Bank.

Utica...,

A.

Dec.

Phelps

I.

Nov.

1855
1855

Oct.

1849

.

Meridian

,

Palmyra Bank of Wayne
County
J

Palmyra..

I.

Dec.

Pachiu iBank

Buffalo...

A.

Oct.

Phoenix Bank
Phoenix Bank at Buffalo.,

Bainbridge

I.

June

Pine

Pine Plains.,

29,

Par

Failed

Par

Closing. (1854.) Red. until Sept
5, 1860.
/Changed to Lyons Bank March
1
31, 1867.
Closed. Red. by A. D. Patchm
until Feb. 28, 1862.
Closed.
Red. until Sept. 2, 1863.
Failed.
Failed April 1858. Reorganized
as Stissing Baivk.

Bank

..

Buffalo

"

A.
A.

1843
1847

100,000

Par

1850
Oct.
30, 1839
March 9, 1839

500,000
100,000

S. E. 73.,

1,

Removed from Tonawanda,

E. A. Wotmore, receiver.
March, 1858. "Red. at
Union Bank, Albany, until
Aug. 11, 1864.

Failed.

500,000

')

Plains

/Failed.

Bank.
I
Closed.

Par

Sept. 24, 1857.

CORPORATIONS.
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Savings Ilauks arc institutions intended to receive in trust small sums of money, generally
the surplus earnings of the laboring classes, and to return the same with moderate interest at a future
time.
They are banks of deposit only their officers serve without pay, and the money received
on deposit can be invested only in mortgages upon real estate, public stocks, or such other securities
;

Obsolete

and Closing Banks,

continued.
s

5 Sy

a i'
» e

5 a

Date nf charter
or beginning
2 g-S
of business.

fc-2:a

Name.

Location.

Capital.

~

111

(^

Powell Bank
*Pratt Bank of Buffalo

Buffalo

Bank
Putnam County Bank..

Farmers' Mills

St.

27,1838

1.

Oct.

1847

I.

A.

Aug.
Nov.

I.

May,

Buff.ilo

I.

Sept.

Buffalo

C.

March

Putnam

Pntnam Valley Bank.
Queen City Bank
Reciprocity Bank

Bank

Dec.

.

Prattsville

Prattsville

Sacketa Harbor

A.

Newburgh

.

Valley..

Buffalo.,

.

April,

Bank

Ogdensbnrgh

.

at Sacketa \
Sackets Harbor...

Harbor

.a

I

C

3

C5

-.S

S S
Closing. Red. its own notes.
Failed Feb. 1858. Red. at Bank
Dept. at 94.
Closing. Red. until Dec. 1.5, 1860.
Closing. Red. by David Kent
until Oct. 1863.

Par
94....

184,3

"100,006

1849
1853
1857

200,000

28,1834

200,000

8, 18,39

15, 1839

100,000
100.000

1839

100,000

Par
Par

Remarlct.

l.l.^

.

.

Par
Par

Closing.
Closing.

A.
A.
A.
I.

j

.Tan.

Oct.

Jan.

5,

1852

May,

S.32,
31

S.E.50 Failed Dec.

S.

Failed.

Par

("Failed
<
Union

Bank

at Saiigerties.. Saugerties

Bank

Staten Island

I.

Port Hichmond.

April,
Oct.

A.
A.

July

1817
1838

100.000

1, 18.'i2

100,000

29,

Suffolk Bank

New York

Sullivan County Bank
Tenth Ward Bank
Troy Exchange Bank
Union Bank at Buff;ilo
United States Bk. at Buffalo

Monticello

I.

Oct.

18.50

New York

A.
A.
A.
A.

Dec.

1838
1, 1838
10, 1839
13, 1838

Troy

Valley

Bank

Buffalo
Buffalo
of Boonville... Boonville

Valley

Bank

of Lowrille.,

Jan.
Oct.

Dec.

Par

1,

S.

1857.

11, 1802.

Closing.
Failed.

E. 50.,

Par
Par
94

Closing.
Closing. Red. until Aug. 21, 1860.
Failed 1840.

io'o'.ooo

S.

100,000
100.000

S.

100,000

S. E. 77.

Failed.
Failed.

Par

Closing.

Removed

I.

Bank

3, 1841.

Nov. 1, 1856. Red. at
Bank, Albany, until

Nov.

{

*State

Red. until Feb. 10, 1863.

Changed from Sackets Harbor
Bank March 6, 1851. Failed.
Receiver app. Aug. 27, 1857.
Removed from SacUeLs Harbor
March 25, 1862. Changed to
Reciprocity

Lawrence Bank

State Bank of New York... Buffalo
Silyer Lake Bank of Genesee Perry

*State

$130,000

22, 1848

6,

'c

r^

81

Red.by E. N. Merriam
of Ogdensburgh, until March
20, 1863.

Lowville..

I.

Randolph.

I.

Buffalo

I.

Aug.

1851

Par

Juno,
Fib.

1848
1848

Par
Par

to

Boonville.

See

above.
Village

Walter

Bank
Joy's Bank..

Warren County Bank..
Johnsburgh..
Washington Bank in the
New York..
City of New York ....
Water vliet Bank
West Troy
.

Wavne County Bank

New York

Yates County

Bank

18, 18.",9

C.

May

21, 1836

C.

April

30,

I.

June,

1829
1844

I.

.Tune,

18.50

A.
A.

Jan.
Nov.

12,

New York.

A.

Jan.

12,

Penn Yan.

C.

April

Palmyra..

*White Plains Bank
Naples....
Western Bank of Suffolk
S. Huntington...
County
Williamsburgh Bank ....
Williamsburgh..
IJank
Willoughby
Brooklyn
Wool Growers' Bank of the
State of

July

1,

2,

Closing, lied, until Nov. 12, 1859.

Par

1845

Dec.

A.

Closing. Red. until June 3, 1859.
Failed 1850. Red. at Mechanics
& B'armers' Bank, Albany.

125,000
250,000

65, 35,

100,000

1839
1839

100,000
100,000

1839
1831

100,000
100,000

&

Par. Failed 1843.
Failed. (See
77.
Closed.

Comp. Rep.

1848, p.

Par

Closing.

Par
Par
Par

Closing. Red. until June 17, 1862.
Closed.
Closed 1840.

Par

Closed 1841.
Failed 184S.

(See

Comp. Rep.

1S49, p. 35.)

Savings Banks in the State, Jan.
Name.

1,

1859.

incorporation.

Albany City Savings Institution
Albany Exchange Savings Bank
Albany Savings Bank

Auburn Savings Institution
Bank fur Savings in the City
Bloomingdale Savings Bank
Bowery Savings Bank

Albany
Albany
Albany
Auburn....

of

New York

Broaflway Savings Institution
Brockport Savings Bank
Brooklyn Savings Bank
Buffalo Savings Bank
Central City Savings Institution
Central Savings Bank of Troy
Cohoes Savings Institution
Commercial Savings Bank of Troy
Dry Dock Savings Institution
East River Savings Institution
Elmira Savings Bank
Emigrant Industrial Savings Bank

New
New
New
New

York,.
Yorlc.
York..
Y^ork..

Brockport

.

Brooklyn...
Buffalo
Utisa

Troy
Cohoes
Troy

New
New

York.,

York.
Elmira

New

York..

Amount

Date nf

Location.

March

29.

April

18, 1856
24, 1820
12, 1S49
26, 1819
17, 1854

March
March
March
April

May
June
July
April

May
June
April
April
April
April
April
April

1850

1, 1.S.34

due.

168,181
27,987
998,924
71,235
8,701,923
56,300

I

1.S55

7,818,143
841,346
2,439
2,660,981
872,081
28,431
25.712
34.734
60.031

1848

1,11.S,876

17. 1854

785,782
1.973
1.628.754

20, 1851
18, 1853
7, 1827
9, 1.S46

20,
15,
11,
12,
12,

10,

1851
1857
1851

1850

Resources.

depositors.

$ 168,181
27,987
1,049,804
71,415
9,259.996
57,599
8.274,445
872,967
2,511
2,816,817
924,863
30,658
25.712
34,734
60,031

1,169,401
829,669
2,107
1,695,951
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may be approved by law. They can be organized by special act of the Legislature, and their
The total number of savings institutions incorp. prior to 1859 was 75, of
charters are perpetual.
which 57 reported their statistics in 1858. They are placed under the care of the Superintendent
as

Banking Department, who has general powers for the protection of the interests of deposiand is required to report their condition annually to the Legislature. Most of these institutions bear names closely resembling those of banks of discount and circulation, and are kept in
the same building and have the same persons as officers of both.^
of the
tors,

Most of th
Class IV includes those whose certificates are filed in the County Clerks' offices.
corporations already described are required to file their articles in the clerk's office of their respective counties, in addition to depositing them in the departments of the State Government.
"

An

Act

to

provide for the Incorporation

o/"

Religious Societies" was

passed April

6,

1784.='

" An Act
authorizing

the Incorporation

of

Rural Cemetery Associations"

was passed

April 27, 1847.

"An

Act

to

provide for the

Incorporation of Villages" was

passed Dec.

7,

Savings Banks, continued.

Name.

Location.

Date of
incorporation.

Emigrant Savings Bank of Buffalo
Erie County Savings Bank

Buffalo
Buffalo

Fishkill Savings Institute

Fishkill

April
April
Feb.
April
April
April

New York

Greenwich Savings Bank

Hudson

Hudson

City Savings Institution
InstitutioD for the Savings of Merchants' ClerkS..
Irving Savings Institution
Manhattan Savings Institution
Maniifacturers' Savings Bank of Troy
Mariners' Savings Institution
Mechanics & Farmers' Savings Bank of Albany...
Mechanics & Traders' Savings Institution
Monroe County Savings Institution
Mutual Savings Bank of Troy

Troy

Newburgh Savings Bank

Newburgh

Niagara County Savings Bank
Onondaga County Savings Bank
Poughkeepsie Savings Bank

Lockport
Syracuse
Poughkeepsie.
Rochester

Rochester Savings Bank
Rome Savings Bank
Rose Hill Savings Bank
Savings Bank of Utica
Schenectady Savings Bank
Seamen's Bank for Savings
Sing Sing Savings Bank
Sixpenny Savings Bank of Albany
Sixpenny Savings Bank of the City of
South Brooklyn Savings Institute
Southold Savings Bank
State Savings Bank of Troy
Syracuse Savings Bank
Troy Savings Bank
Ulster County Savings Institution
Union Savings Bank of Albany
Westchester County Savings Bank
Western Savings Bank
Williamsburgh Savings Bank
Yonkers Savings Bank

New York
New York
New York

July
April
April

Troy

New York
Albany
New York

AprU

Rochester

Rome
New York.

June

Utica

Schenectady
New York.
Sing Sing

Albany

New

York,

New

York.

Brooklyn

April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April

..

April
April
April
Jan.

March

24,
4,

12,
1,

10,
15,
16,

12.
16,

1855
1830
1831
80, 1851
17, 1854
26, 1839
10,
16,
21,

29, 18.-34
31, 1829
9,

April

17,
4,

April
April
April

Syracuse

March

Troy
Kingston
Albany
Tarrytown

April
April
.\pril

Buffalo

Julv
July

Brooklyn
Yonkers

April
April

1833
1850
1848
1851
1850
1857
1852
1855
1852

8, 18.50
15, 1857
13, 1852
10, 1851

June

Troy

Southold

17, 18.'>8
10, 1851
25, 1857

10,
7,

18.
30,
23,
18,
13,
21,
9,

9,
3,

1854
1854
1853
1850
1858
1856
1849
1823
1851
1854
1853
1851
1851
1854

Amount

1847.*

AGRICULTURE.
The

climate of the State

is

adapted to the cultivation of most of the crops and fruits of the

temperate zone. The improved lands comprise a little more than one-half of the entire area of the
State, and of these 37 per cent, is devoted to pasturage and 25 per cent, is occupied by meadow
principal crops, in the order of relative amount, are oats, corn, wheat, buckwheat, rye,

The

lands.

—

and barley, together occupying 37 per cent, of the cultivated lands, leaving 1 per cent, for
The northern cos. of the State and the highland regions along the
the minor crops and gardens.
and the people
s. border and upon the Hudson are much better adapted to pasturage than tillage
in these sections are almost exclusively engaged in stock and sheep raising and in dairying.
Little more grain is raised than is strictly necessary for a proper rotation of crops and the greater
is imported from other sections of the
The low
country.
part of the grain for home consumption
lands that surround the great lakes and occupy the greater portion of the surface in the w. part of
;

;

the State are best adapted to grain growing.

Several sections of the State are found peculiarly

adapted to particular products. The Mohawk Valley intervales have been long almost exclusively
The Chemung Valley, parts of Onondaga co. and
devoted to the cultivation of broom corn.
several other sections are becoming known as tobacco raising districts.
Hops are extensively
The Hudson Valley below the Highcultivated in Madison, Oneida, Otsego, and Schoharie cos.
lands, the N. shore of Long Island, and the s. extremity of several of the lake valleys in the central portion of the State are well adapted to the culture of grapes.
Maple sugar is largely produced in the northern cos. and in the central highland districts. Upon Long Island and in West-

The
chester large sections are devoted to the cultivation of vegetables for the New York market.
and
Dutchess
cos. are largely engaged in furof
Putnam,
Rockland,
Westchester,
Orange,
people

New York

nishing the city of

The
bany

lie^w

York

in Feb. 1832

;

a convention held at Al-

received no support from the State and held no regular
re-organized, and measures were adopted for raising funds and hold-

but for several years

In 1841 the society was

fairs.

with milk.^

State Agricultural Society was formed by
it

On May 5

of that year, an act was passed by the Legislature, appropriating $8,000
and the reof
agriculture, $700 of which was to go to the State Society,
encouragement
mainder was to be divided among the co. societies in the ratio of Assembly representation. This

ing annual

fairs.

for the

appropriation has been continued until the present time. The society is required annually to refacts concerning the agriculport to the Legislature a full account of its proceedings, and such
The volumes of Transactions are
tural condition of the State as may be of general interest.
by the State, and are widely distributed among the farming population. The annual

published
fairs are held in different parts of the State, and are largely attended.'*
most largely produced in St. Lawrence, Oneida, Chenango, Otsego, Chautauqua, Delaware, and Orange counties;
wheat, in Livingston, Monroe, Genesee, >;iagara,Ontario, and Jefferson counties oats, in Onondaga, Montgomery, Oneida, Cayuga,
and Otsego; rye, in Columbia, Itensselaer, Ulster, Orange,
Albany, Saratoga, and Washington barley, in Jefferson, Onondaga. Ontario, Cayuga, and Wayne; buckwheat, in Schoharie,
Montgomery, Otsego, Saratoga, and Tioga corn, in Onondaga,
Cayuga, Monroe. Wayne, Oneida, and Ontario; and potatoes, in
Washington. Monroe, Oneida, St. Lawrence, Rensselaer, and
Franklin. The counties having the greatest number of cows
are St. Lawrence, Jefferson, Oneida, Orange, Chenango, Herkimer, and Chautauqua; and the greatest number of sheep,
Ontario, Livingston. Steuben, Cayuga, Washington, Wyoming,
Monroe, and Genesee. The counties that produce the greatest
quantity of butter are St. Lawrence, Delaware, Chenango. Jefand the greatest
ferson, Chautauqua. Orange, and Otsego
amount of cheese, Herkimer, Oneida, Jefferson, Madison, Erie,
St.
and
Cattaraugus,
Lawrence,
Otsego.
2 The earliest
agricultural exhibition on record within the
present limits of the State was a cattle fair, hold at New Am1

Hay

is

;

;

;

;

An act passed Nov. 11, 1692, entitled
1.5. 1641.
act for settling fairs and markets in each respective city
throughout this province," remained in force until repealed by the State Legislature, March 12. 1788. A special act
was passed fir the fairs of Albany, Cumberland, and Tryon cos.,
March 8. 1773. but scarcely took effect before the Revolution.
Acts applying to particular towns were passed by the earlier
State Legislatures; but the custom of holding fairs soon fell into
disuse.
These fairs wero more properly market days; no premiums were offered, and no inducements to competition existed
the
beyond
ordinary stimulus of trade. The products of farm
culture being placed side by side, their comparative excellence
was left to the decision of the purchaser, which doubtless contristerdam, Oct.

"An

and

CO.

They usually succeed

in

buted to excite emulation among the producers. These fairs
were generally held semi-annually, upon fixed days, under the
direction of "Governors and Rulers," appointed in colonial
times by the Governor, and afterward by the judges of the co.
courts. The expenses were defrayed by tolls, usually 1 per
cent., upon the commodities sold, half of which was p;ud by the
buyer and half by the seller.
The Society for the Pi omotion of Agriculture, Arts, and Manufactures was instituted Feb. 26, 1791, and incorp. March 12,
1793. For more efficient action, it in 1801 divided the State into
as many agricultural districts as there were cos., in each of
which a secretary was appointed, to convene the members of the
society within his district, inquire into the state of agriculture
and manufactures, receive communications and arrange and
transmit them to the President of the society. The transactions
of this body were printed by the State, and the society numbered
among its members nearly every person of eminence throughout
the State. Its charter expired in 1804 and its corporate powers
were revived and continued April 2 of that year, under the
name of the Society for the Promotion of the Useful Arts. The
affairs of the new body were managed by a council of 9 members,
and State patronage was continued in the printing of its Transactions, in 1808-12 liberal premiums were offered for the best
cloths of household manuf;w;ture, a part of which were awarded
by the co. judge and a part by this society. The samples, upon
which $10,000 were thus paid, are still preserved in the library
of the Albany Institute. After being once extended, the Society
for Promoting Agricultural Arts was superseded, in part, by a
Board of Agriculture, but continued as a local institution of
Albany until merged, with the "Albany Lyceum of Natural His;

tory,"'iu the "Albany Institute," in 1829. The latter has most
of the books, papers, and effects of its predece.-sors and tracing
back through its change it is the oldest scientific society in the
act to improve the agriculture of this State,"
State.
;

"An
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awakening a great local interest in agricultural matters. The office of the society is kept at the
Agricultural Rooms, corner of State and Lodge Sts., Albany, where it has a museum and library.
County and ToTvn Societies. The act of 1853 allows county agricultural societies to
purchase and hold real estate to an amount not exceeding $25,000 and personal property not exceeding $1,000, for the purposes set forth in their articles of incorporation, and for no other purTown and other societies may hold real estate to the amount of §10,000 and personal
poses.
property to the amount of $3,000. Each county or union society must have at least one director
or manager for each town and each town, village, or city society must have not less than 10

—

;

directors,

who

the Supreme

are elected annually by ballot. Upon application of two-thirds of their members to
Court of the district in which they are located, these societies may obtain an order

whole of their property. An amendment to the act was passed April
by the provisions of which the number of directors was changed to 6, 2 of whom are
elected each year for a term of three years. Any person may become a life member by the payment of a sum not exceeding $10 and the officers are jointly and severally liable for all debts
due from the society contracted while they are in office, if suit be commenced within one year
for the sale of a part or the
13, 1855,

;

passed April 7, 1S19, created a board of agriculture and appropriated $10,000 annually for 2 years, to be distributed for the promotion of agriculture and family domestic manufactures in the
several cos., on condition that a similar sum should he subscribed
by the co. societies formed under this act, A board, formed of
the president, or a delegate chosen from each co. society, met
annually at Albany, elected officers, examined reports, and
selected for publication such returns as they deemed proper.
These were published by the State. Three volumes of Memoirs
were issued, and the board continued in existence but little longer
than the appropriation was continued. County societies, on
the plan of the Berkshire Co. Agricultural Society, began to be
formed in 1817 and, by the exertions of Do Witt Clinton, Elkanah Watson, and other friends of the measure, they were
extended to most of the cos. These societies, after a brief
period, fell into disuse and that of Jefferson co. is the only
one of this class that can trace an unbroken descent from that

President, one Vice President from each of the Judicial Districts,
a Recording and a Corresponding Secretary, a Treasurer, and an
Executive Committee, consisting of the above and 5 others
chosen for the purpose.

Premiums are awarded in money, plate, medals, books, and
diplomas and the society embraces within the field of its patronage not only stock, farm, and garden products aud implements
of husbandry, but a wide ranjie of useful aud ornamental m.iuufactures, particularly those which are the products of home industry. The places and times of holding the State fairs, names
of Presidents, and total receipts of the State society have been
;

as follows

:

—

;

;

period.

The

first oflScers

1841
1842
1843
1844
1845
1846
1847
1848
1849
1850

Phce of

Time of

holding fair.

liolding fair.

Syracuse

Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Poughkeepsie.. Sept.
Utica
Sept.
Auburn
Sept.
Saratoga Sp'gs Sept.
Buffalo
Sept.
Sept.
Syracuse
Albany
Sept.
18.51 Rochester
Sept.
1852 Utica
Sept.
1853 Saratoga Spgs Sept.
1854 New York
Oct.
Oct.
1855 Elmira

of the present State Agricultural Society,

formed in 1832, were Le Ray de Chanmont, President ; E. P.
Livingston, Jacob Morris, and Robert L. Rose, Vice Presidents;
P. S. Van Rensselaer, Recording Secretary ; Jesse Buel, Corresponding Secretary ; Charles R. Webster, Treasurer ; and H. W.
Delavan, John Townsend. and H. Hickox, Executive Committee.
County societies were again instituted in many of the cos. under
the influence of this society; but most of them were short lived.
The "Cultivator" was begun in March, 1834, by Jesse Buel,
under the guarantee of Stephen Van Rensselaer and James
Wadsworth, as the organ of the society and medium of communication between the friends of agriculture and it has been continued ever since, under private auspices, but entirely devoted
to the interests of agriculture. It has for many years been published by Luther Tucker, of Albany.
Any person a citizen of the State may become a member of
the State Society upon payment of $1 annually, or a life member by payment of $10 at one time. Presidents of co. societies
and one delegate from each are ex officio members. The officers
of the society are elected annually in I'eb., and consist of a
;

All)any
Rochester

1856 Watertowu.,
1857 Buffalo
1858 Syracuse
1859 Albany

Town and Union Agricultural

....

30
29
22
IS, 19
17, 19
29,

27,
20,

15, 17
14,

16

5,

7

13
3, 6
16, 19
7, 10
20, 23
3, 6

11,

2,

5

Sept. 30, \

{iOct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.

3/

Presidents.

Joel B. Nott

(Free.)
Jas. S. Wadsworth $1,296.10
Jas. S. Wadsworth 3,000.00
J. B. Bcekman
3,650.00
B. P.Johnston.
4,370.18
J. M. Sherwood..-. 4,333.17
4,034.22
George Vail
Lewis F. Allen
6,272.86
John A.King
8,144.55
Ezra P. Prcutice... 10.465.61
John Delafield
11,956.25

Henry Wager

8,125.41
6,009.90
9,248.70
Cheever... 11,527.25

Lewis G.

Morris....

William Kelly

Samuel

Theod'reS.Eaxton

6,

9

Alonzo

6,

8
7

Wm.

4,

Receipts.

S.

Upham.

8,010.00

15.073.89

T. McCoun... 10,815.81
A. B. Cruger

Societies.

(For County Societies see p. 103.)

Name.

Date of

Name.

Jan.
Bainbridge Agricultural Society
Brookfield Agricultural Society
March
Canasei-aga Agi"icultural & Mechanical Society,

Date of
organization.

organization.

1857 Jefferson Agi-icultural Society, Schoharie Co...
1866 Lebanon Agricultural Society
Leon Agricultural Society,
Dansville
March 10, 1858 Lodi Agricultural Society, of.
Nelson Farmers & Mechanics'Association
Cliautauqua Farmers' & Mechanics" Union at
Fredonia
March 14, 1859 Oswego City Agricultural Society,
Connewango Agricultural, Horticultural, & MeOtselic, Pitcher, Pharsalia, & Lincklaen Agriculchanical Society
May 13, 1856 tural Society
Rushville Union Agricultural Society
Connewango Union Agricultural & Horticultural Society
Sept.
4, 1858 St. Lawrence International Agricultural &
Oct.
Constantia Town Agricultural Society
Mechanical Society. Ogdensburgh
19, 18.57
March 2.3, 1857 Sandy Creek, Richland, Orwell, & Boylston AgriCoventry Agricultural Society
cultural Society
Aug. 16, 1856
Dryden Agricultural Society
Ellisburgh, Adams, & Henderson Agricultural
Sangerfield & Marshall Town Agricultural SoDec.
28, 1855
Society
ciety
Jan.
Farmers' Club, of Little Falls
8, 1858 Somerset Agricultural Society
& HorticulFarmers' & Mechanics' Association of Cazenovia Jan.
12, 1859
[Susquehanna Valley Agricultur.al
Farmers' & Mechanics' Association of Tenner... Jan.
3, 1857
tural Society
Jan.
Galen Agricultural Society
3, 1857 lUnion Agricultur.al Society, (Broome and DelaJan.
Gorham Agricultural Society
ware cos.)
13, 1857
Gouverneur Agricultural & Mechanical Society Feb.
9, 1859 Union Agricultural Society, of Palmyra
Hamilton Agricultural & Horticultural Associa|Virgil Agricultural Society
tion of
Aug. 22, 1857 ^Wilson Agricultural Society
5, 1859 Winfield Union Agricultural Society
April
HarpersfieUi Union Agricultural Society
Feb.
Ilartland Agricultural Society
2, 1856
jWiskoy Agricultural Society, Genesee Falls,
March 31,
HorneUsville Agricultural Society
31,1856
Pike,& Eagle
3,

5,

I

1

1

|

Aug.

23, 1858
19. 1856
15, 1856
22. 1857

June
March

19,

June

27, 1857

Feb.

Aug.
Sept.

Feb.

5,

9,

1858
1859

1855

June

21, 1856

March

20,

Nov.
Jan.

AprU
March
June
Feb.

1859

10, 1857
27, 1857
4,

1857

29, 1859
26, 1856
26, 1857

June

10,

April

18,

1859
1859

6,

1855

Dec.

AGRICULTURE.
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of the time

due.
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under these acts

is

obliged to report annually to the

State Society.^

An

examination of the returns of the census of 1855 shows that Cattaraugus excels

all

other

Columbia in pears, rye, garden seeds, and onions Ihitchess
counties in the production of millet
Herkimer in cheese Jefferson in spring wheat
in plums and quinces, and in number of swine
;

;

;

;

and barley Livingston in fallow lands, in winter wheat, and in wool Monroe in value of farms
and nurseries Montgomery in lint Oneida in value of stock and amount of apples and honey
Onondaga in acres plowed and quantity of oats, corn, tobacco, and cider Ontario in sheep
Orange in milk Orleans in beans Otsego in hops and in domestic linen Queens in garden seeds
and strawberries Rensselaer in flaxseed St. Lawrence in pasture and meadow lands, quantity of
number of horses and cows, and yards of fulled cloth, flannel and other
peas, sugar and butter,
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Summary of County
(For

Agricultural Societies.
Town and Union Societies see p. 102.)
Fair Grodnds.

Dale of present

Counties.

Albany

Present place

FirU

First Secretary.

President.

organization.

"

Aug.

9,

1853 James

of luilding
annual fair.

*^

«

- S

"5^'?

i

W. Jolly.. Joseph Warren.. Albany.

Allegany.

Broome
Cattaraugus

.

Cayuga

April
Jan.

27, 1858
28, 1855 P.

June

21, 1856

Ten Broeck..

D. E. WTieeler

Little Valley.,

Wm. Kichardson, Auburn

U. Uowland.....

$5,500

,

1856
1856

Leased.
$2,850

$5,850

Leased.

1,000

2,600

6,400

7
52

Leased.
Leased.

2,100
1,400

10

1,000

( 2,000

Chautauqua....

1836 T. B. Campbell.,

Migratory..

Chemung..
Chenango-

1851 Simeon L. Rood... A. J. Wynkoop.,
1845 Abram Perlee
A. Sanford

Horseheads..

per
\
( ann.
1,836
13,000

Norwich

Clinton.

March

Columbia..

CortUnd

8,

Oct.

,

Delaware
Dutchess
Erie
Essex
Franklin
Fult. & Uam...

July,

Genesee
Greene

May

30,
18,
26.

Oct.

11,

Herkimer

Sept.
Dec.

Jefftrson

Oct.

June

16,
2,

Dec.

July
Oct.

4,

7,

1856 E. Livingston....,
1838
1841
1841
1856
1850
1856
1838
ISS"
1856
1841
1854

Jas. M.Gifford...

\

W. Be wry
D.McFarland....

Henry

Geo. Kneeland...

Wa.sh. Hollow...,

Warren

Bufl'alo

Staats....

Lewis F. Allen..

W.
S.

Elia.s

T.

Bryant..
R. S. Hale
Harry S. House..
T. S. Persse

C. Watson....

Lawrence

C

Prindle
Peters

C. P.

Lewis SherriU...
A. Loomis

Turner

Malone
Johnstown

Madison

30, 1855

1856
JSLmroe
March 19, 1856
Montgomery... Oct.
13, 1841
Dec.
Niagara
2, 1858
Oneida
1841
-ipril,
Jan.
Onrmdaga
25, 1856
Ontario
May 18, 1854
1841
Orange
Orleans
Oct.
17, 1856
Dec.
27, 1855
Oswego
Jan.
Otsfgo
22. 1856
Putnam
1851
Nov.
Queens
30. 1857
Rensselaer
Jan.
7, 1855

Richmond.
Kockland
Lawrence..
Saratoga
St.

8,

June
June
June

29, 1844
21, 1856
24, 1841

Oct.

26,

March
Jan.

14, 1855
24, l'-56

June

22,

Aaron

Ilion

E.TenEyck

Watertown

,

10,800
7,050

6,500

1856
2,368

Leased

and

Turin

30,000

1,600

1853

Leased.
3,500
4,000

15,926,95

2,4ol

13,160

1,600

3,350

12,000

Brighton
Fonda.

Jones... B. P.Johnston....

1,000

1851

Lowville.

U tica

4,000

and Rome.

Syracuse.

Wm. Hildreth..

J. S.

T. C. Bailey..

Hiram

D. n. Little
T. B. Aiden
E. Lawrence...
Jos. Hastings..

Chas. McLean.... Cooperstown
Hugh C. Wilson.
A. G. Corn
Luther D. Eddy.. Lansingburgh..

Abrams

15

Morrisville

Willard Hodges,
T.J.VanDeville.. John Frey

Pomeroy

1858

,

Geneseo

Jos. Kershner..,
A. S. Sloan
D. D. T. Moore.,

Barber...

10,000
6.215

10,113

Aaron Petrie

f

.J.D. Ledyard....

15i

Batavia.

H. L.Day
,

J.D.LeRay

1856

Eliz.ibethtown.

\
.Tune
Feb.

Livingston

.

Samuel A. Law.,

1841 E. Merriam

Lewis

Corners

11,625

Bates

Canandaigua

.

20,836

Albion

Goff..,

6,500
.

Stevens.. iN. C. Blauvelt...

New

1854-5

1857

12

8,035
9.590

30,385

City.

H.VanKensselaer Henry G. Foote.. Canton.
John A. Corey... Mechauicsville.
H. Gardner

Ir'chenectady.

Schoharie
Schuyler
Seneca

Steuben

,

1841

Wm.C.Bouck.

Ralph Brewster.

1853 G. Denniston.,

George

S. Ellas....

Bath.,

LeabfcJ.

."Suffolk.

Sullivan

Tioga

Tompkins
Ul'!ter.

Warren
Washington...

Wayne

J. 0. Dunning..
1847 Lotan Smith ...
Wm. Smythe...
11, 1855 Henry Corgell.,
Jan.
8, 1858
Jan.
Peter
1858
7,
Crispell
March 5, 1857 B. C. Butler
C. H. SkiUraan
Aug.
4, 1841 Henry Holmes ... Asa Fitch, Jr....

Nov.
Aug.

9,

.

May

5,

1855

/Do Witt
\

C.

1

P. P. Bradish....

VanSlyck../

Monticello.

Owego.
Luzerne.
6,120

Lyons

1857

2,500

17
.

4,239

Westchester.

Wyoming

July

Tales

Jau.

L. W. Thayer
20, 1856 .Tas. C. Ferris
13, 1855 John Hatmaker.. Darius A. Ogden.

» Societies in italics were
organized under acts of 1853 and
1855. Most of them had been in existence many years under
a previous organization.
» Fairs in the town that will
give most to pay expenses.

i

I

Warsaw....

Penn Yan.

4,356
6,520

1854

10
3i

« Fairs held
alternately in different parts of the county, and
generally at the place that contributes most toward expenses.
d Fair held
alternately at Janiiiica, Flushing, and Hempstead.
Receipts the first 10 years, $3,532.
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Schoharie in buckwheat, and about equal with MontWashington in potatoes and Warjne in peaches and dried fruits.
In connection with the table of agricultural products, it should be remembered that these

domestic cloths

gomery

;

in clover

Schenectady in broom corn

;

;

;

Agricultural Products of the several Counties in the State

I
!5l

O

Counties.

«1

sg*

s
R5

7,424
82.929
ll,927i
21,721
193.729i

6.9271
56,4221
8,1211
57.2781

Chautauqua...

6l5.249i

78,6.361

Chemung

63.754

18.024
20.2831

Albany
Allegany

Broome
Cattaraugus..,

Cayuga
Chenango

4..5t30i

....,

Clinton

Columbia
Cortland

Delaware
Dutchess
Erie

Essex
Franklin
Fulton
Genesee
Greene

,

Hamilton
Herkimer

Lewis

54.470i
238.812J
2.484

250
46.913
44.0091

83.8781
98.0111
39.139f
37.5941
33.903
41.39SJ
58.5241
4,274
78.254J
98,575
6,183
51.802
39,187?

626..347

6S.2ti3i

571.6.37

58.73Sf
44,5321

792,370

3.84.5i

Madison

29.320i
810.363

Monroe
Montgomery.
New York

23,904i
30
589.911

Niagara
Oneida

Onondaga

,

Ontario

Orange
Orleans

Oswego

,

Otsego

Putnam
Queens
Rensselaer....

Richmond

Saratoga
Schenectady
Schoharie
Schuyler
Seneca
Steuben

,

Sullivan

Tioga

Tompkins

....

Ulster

Warren

Wayne

Total

'59.946

18.025
52.777
2.620

18,9781

32
2,206
44,300J
53,4461

48"
13.3831
575
6
295,464
8,074
6.3774
23.074J
33.139J
11.379
82,014

1291
98
ll,93Si
32,642f
815
4,2S5
23.854
2.687
1.497

37.4971
18,063
2,033,353

I.3..3574

144.617
355,855
299.809
160,907 J
16.701
724,585
456,230?
11,679
295,4451

20.1914
22.3834
1.149
72,232
277
17.550

997,605
435
353,398
975,8001
1,015.2271
525.9.37 i
291,111
229,731
535,4321
903,647
66,922
199,518
558.377

124,9.331

15.991 i
28.168
437.041
744.220

293,768
490,0631
357.247
566.238
7 11, .307
262.067J
109,883
452,978

38.14.3?

812383

64.795
22.08S?
69.881
45.2711
90.4961
58,4211
15,8501

278,105
120,347
798,321
875.0241
204.759
496.837
160,457?

3,256,948f

186,567
2,834
20.546
2.3731
6,331?
2,808
3,558
14.329
13.073
445.036
4,172
50.5274
239.063
24.9794

2.34.946

261,990

1.57

42.4481
103.2111
34.0201
58,138
108.069J
27,756f
51.395
58,557?
7,032
14.828
139.400
52.743?
16,1851
48.774?
17,9061
20,879?
58.7491
41.505?
40.7161
38.401?

7,054,0491

734.7471

41.1171

27,659

3S2,498i
168,9091

Yates

38,149
428,6721

528,488
43.363i
376.949
12.596
5.678
3,550f
402.169i
2.058

.S3,7.5H

Wyoming

3,1751
245

G3.246i

282,474?

Westchester..

11.1.54

85.148

8,387

Washington..

69.5591
7.5001

20.439J

151.721
219,590
151,5201
1.472i
19,355
84,395i
19.370i
1.212

Suff'olk

24.361

97.0.5SJ

2.945J
24.780i
14.82Gi
5,165i
18.645
80.4.31 i

.

5S7i

"5,386"
41.8831

11..33.5I

Rockland
St. Lawrence

48.241
65.103
56.7691
103.89(51

1,094,779

Living.ston...,

117,.370|

8.538J

.'>,904i

Kings

(52,54GJ
57,7.32

105.672
24.941

9.5.5i

70.509i
18.086

,

5.3,685

67,1721

7,346
6

Jefferson

27.327

495.1771
665.490
466,8701
697,6701
956,636
539,765
473,469
564.242
276,0801
543.034
382.7 SO
416,6591

54,5791
54.637f

2,43Si
7,y72i
4,69Ci

3,644i
760,461

3

I

cq

27,015,296

99..3914

45,6654
2.219

28.1154

193,6914
189.6884
214.998
309,762
868,543
658.5074
239.2854
354.480
92,567?
383.3394
240,7034

86.3.30

119,.383

2.818

43.1241
24 h.hH
13.701?
13.6251
69.759
14.9134
33.9134

558.308
483.228
105.369
83,615

9.1264
28.4,544

2.337

14.095
308.3034
19.6561
23.862
22,229
6.877
3.801

57.2561
1.1181
6.188?
14,704
59,819
1,7874

42
51,4394
392,6844

4,860
11. .3834

4.118
1,477
9,1664

39,1124
25
1.014
24.121
5.3404
16.002

37.5134
123.2554
197.231
179,755
39,2524
'79.593

137,430
371,7854
320.375

202..301

179

2.777

36.071
28.054

45.5574
34,218j-

43,889

228904
71.019
299.864
3.1314
31.6004
25.725
132.774?
44.7.524

87,5924
6,168
7,862
10.212

62,2124
75.153
25.8844
17,521
2.35.9934

10.9524
121,967
7,2591
51.404
2,7774
24.517
3,039,438

s
«5

"2,'769

12,807

627
14

84.812?
39.29S4
73,2141
26,183
54,0764
9.664?
69.0464
50.3044
30.6511
54.3.341

2.91.3?

42.875?
5,909?
235
10,4431
13.8361
13.85.34
22,62,3?

141,6774
29.1514
64.7071
32.453?
18.325?
23,023?
12,903
31.605?
112.732?
10.7181
21.2244
52,821
1.325
8,7221
12,9124
108,8824

165,733
437,0524
99,204
7,151
283.748
321,779
54,179
92.3981

431,4644
419,583
805,811
247.5164
1,180
509.505
732.2944
907.453
617,4851
357,4904
436.975
503,812
340,1704
119,9194
337,685
393,4134
43.0.374

229,495
645
68.267
152.134

70.676
19.214?
40.6584
39,7661
20,890?
20,277?
24.0071

51.873
220.593
479.449
92.279
161.1534
160,7804
387,9984
292,6894
504.767
102,594
260.074
372.202
242,2294
123,817
589.6784
756.677i
402.2384
234.006
174,181

3,563,540

2,481,0791

19,290,6914

28.187
9.624

5.5694
44.136
60,507
104,856
78.873
10,974
1,0534
5.925
65.295
130
39

12 9441

41.8.-8

169,078
67,523
21.4-364

89.9904
18.8564

655714
91,4024
'74..305

Items not included in the above Tables.
Cash value of farms
"

"

stock

"

"

tools

and implements

Acres plowed the year jirevious
Acres in fallow the year previous
Acres in pasture the year previous
^
'Bushels of turnips harvested
Pounds of tobacco harvested
Value products market gardens
Pounds of maple sugar made
'Gallons of maple molasses made

$799,355,367
$103,776,053
$26,927,502
3.377.471
506,0.30}

4,984.1144
985,5224
946.5024
$1,138,682
4,935,815?
_
'
85,0914

Gallons of wine made
Pounds of cocoons
Value of other textile fabrics
Bushels of beets
Value of cabbages
Bushels of carrots
Bushels of cherries
Bushels of cranberries
A'alue of cucumbers
Bushels of currants
Bushels of fruits (not specified).,

18,181

2674
13.824
29.3;32i

$18,668
478.277
3,7871
87
$9,619
506J
43,074

AGRICULTURE.
numbers
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refer to the yield of 1854, which was distinguished by a severe and prevalent drought.
50 per cent, should be added to obtain the proximate results of years of ordinary pro-

to

duction.

of New York, as reported by

the State

Census of 1855.
Flax.

c

5

.2J

.8

I

M

ft)

I
•S>

*&>
to

42

.a

S

a
s

3

c
Kl

K|

375,654J
206,258
160.42LH
300,2451
251,718i
282.451
131,291
270,542
385,492
259,419i
155,389
209.667J
205,498
445,350i
318,021
484,425
182,9fU
167,274
116,871
25,257
257,875
289,031
308,243
243.841
132.256^
224.278i
654,551
145.154
1,808
275.448

624,648
380,1411
188,900
123.5511
171.867
391.912i
412,703i
64.504
291,135
596,559
21,739
47,2231
604,023
487,672
105.132
190.4321
81,106
72.544
255,938
304,063
103,1881
150,5181
111,106
134.5391
173,328
767,285
261,403
286,249
203,932
67,9121

15,191,8521

2.306

15.9891
22,8441

9491

14,4921
6,565
7,003
1,3601
4,0181
14.545

4.4961
5.6381
4,038
1,8591
2.7631
6,9931

l,.336f

739

9.527
2.2291

1.7261
2,1281

670

16,9.30

12,9781
6,.3981

20,9731
16,0281
22.8551

7611
8,5691

6931
1541
1.616
4,2811
7,042
1,0301
1.0031
4.8361
14.342J
3.941

15.981
12,9121
34.9151
115,2971

3021
601
2031
2301
54J

130

102
163.332
1,014
2.037

2,17.3J

25*

69.0281
3.104

15

2761
61
01

5,026

195
704
223.005
118.500
10,620
6,000
308,050
12,066

2,862

550
20
418
40
18,507

50

9
231,217

153

1,2151

6951
141
4,241

700*

234.251
214.136
224,463
177,1731
522.751

6,038
2,983
4.7471
1.2.57
10..3i;21

308,115
107,304
553,554
76,9361
210,342
351,975
259.100
210,503
200,195
64,2001
20.273
100.142
290,121
192,8141
3,459

4.5241
2,901
7,5591

6,440
3,4591

12,007
26

4,130
75

610,033
28,995

"li's

333.91)1

3,691

215,431

8521
9,480
3.738
5.9181
8.247*
0.084*

9091
3771
2.0701
5,707
3,9541
IS

54

""65JS2

"8,870

1,566

90

131
7351
601

102.581
1,000
1,016,929

7,740*

14.255
1,312,308
44.010
241,603

322

380

9.2561
7,770J
8,984
2,404?

6,635
57.287

1,2331
2,044*

2,070

1991

2.30

3481

30

5,471

40,185J
4,326
2,8111

19,030
37,109

*"2S5
749
1,4241

98,504f

2101
300

22.2821
5.979

1,574

10
13.680
80,520
249

1

672,780

13,'6l6
«

616,054
13,427
32,751

39
16
29,206
3,122,2581
20
25

19,2061

1,615

4
515*

197,875
18.364
2.600
440,754

1661
63

410
49

5.131

69,016
6,466

972f
7141

5,551|-

33,4821
1,7101
\
"

1,6501
1.9.31

6401

5731
2,6861
1,3821

1,777

6981

92
712

142
1681
3.9921
4,6591

2,4951
2,1001

2961

534
915J

2,2701
14.2101
8,4551
230

Pound.-! of s.iffron

Bushels of strawberries
Value of fruit and ornamental trees

520*
4201

"839.'426

23,260

730

7,035

1401

79,932
2,017

5,0751

1,706

78
23,003

5271

800
22,871
15

543

16,500
16,950
1,000
52

1.200

160

1,138
2,735

27,090
2,524

7

20

62
737

2.390
38,432
2,202
115

5

5181

'6,630

745*

245,000

1,850

4,907,5561

87,0931

$40,889
1,010*
$4,682
6.4531
15.0261

$251
2.0.351

$10,703
3,111
1,798
371
$142,328
$611,397

200
150
15
30

304
176

8.649

""

8,2321

244,079

Bushels of onions
Value of osier willow.
Bushels of quinces
Value of root crops (miscellaneous)
Bushels of rutabaga

2,346

306

5,S6fiJ

2781

13,3261
1,444

39,220
554.987
9,180

3
1.2061
15,125
206.200
13,916
8,058
529.811

25,0061

705,9674

488
2,640
2,416

1281
23.650
1.770
3.300
1.390
33,507

72,198
242.200
531,077
491,491
165,861

1,451
5,9281
7,4171
10.312

5,0081

'645

250

11,1161
29,935J
48
33.444

7,440
2,708
21,808

1,160

16,636
7,700
1.128
58,209
1,477
557

1,8391

Value of garden seeds
Bushels of grapes
Value of melons
Bushels of millet

Miscellaneous

2,738
18,385
4,584

7881

140
27,864
63,338

879
478

6.124
2.818

15.3211
ll,625f
12,0741
14.202
8,7971
1.5321

2101
2051
351
5S|

2,675

3,174J

9321

17,526
1,605
7,192,254

6,003

946,5021

255,997
634,262
624,5451
397,098
80.1801
281,7811
425,916
601,196
27,158
3,346
131,241
28
3.253
90.497
289.478
106.551
222,182
143,229
175.278
297,289
27,799
73.298
169,183
417,757
397,754
68.772*
189,103
509,626
60,1371
323,290
143,773
13,668,830*

Neat cattle under one year old
Neat cattle over one year, exclusive of working
oxen and cows

Number

of cattle killed for beef.

Gallons of milk sold

Pounds of wool
Value
Value
Yards
Yards

of
of
of
of
Ycirds of
Yards of
Yards of

poultry sold.
eggs sold
fulled cloth made
flannel made
linen made
cotton and mixed cloths

carpeting

4,4611
12,735
13,7251
8.044
3,18S1
4,534
8,1051
8,880

8141
29
4,364

47
719
11..3S61

2.8481
3.0891
3,212
4,029
4,580

4271
1,6991
4.359
6,172
5,0061
1,002
6,8091
8,8931
2.32;-l

4,5171
3,7001
273,039

311,474
677,887
225,3.38

20,965.861
9,231,9591
$1,070,598
$1,300,673
198.203

379.9221
105,086
245,464

213,6171
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The State appropriations for the promotion of agriculture, in 1819, through the Board of Agriculture, and, since 1841, through the State and County Agricultural Societies, have been as
shown in the table commencing at the foot of this page.
Agricultural Products of the several

o
3

I

ConuTiES.

"is

6
"3

3

3

66
53,650
68.998
47.380

Albany
Allegany

Broome

62,486
83,o53i
53,465
39.191
48.702
51,459
31,618
56.148
101,571
38.503

Cattaraugus..

Cayuga
Chautauqua..

Chemung
Chenango
Clinton

Columbia
Cortland

Delaware
Dutchess

3.436i
3,321 i
2.11.3i
3,.378

4,165i
4,142
l,670i
3,451
2,2.3Si

1.466

3,619i
5,285i
1,830
3.220

Erie

59,6.59

Essex
Franklin
Fulton
Genesee
Greene

27,342
19,622
23,761
32.359
32.940
5.610
3S,S47
18,444

1,419

11,912
26.693

"ssi"

Hamilton
Herkimer

....

Jefferson

Kings
Lewis
Livingston....

Madison
Monroe

Montgomery
New York

55,615
46.038
58,571

,

Niagara
Oneida

Onondaga

27,205
138,475
81.575
53,135
25.111
23,113
47,700
93.020

....

Ontario

Orange
Orleans

Oswego
Otsego

Putnam
Rensselaer....

Rockland
St. Lawrence
Saratoga
Schenectady
Schoharie
Schuyler
Seneca

Steuben

52,167
37.549
11.3.653

,

Sullivan

Tioga

Tompkins
Warren

Washington.

Wayne
Westchester.

Wyoming
Yates
Total

3,455i
3,857*
2,458i
2,128i
l,151i
2,142i
4,065J

22
174i
2,814i
2,499

782i
4,496i
2,076
l,609i
5,4291

6.087

414

40.946

2,39**
1.012i
4,075f
3.125
1.061J
1.945
2,820i

38,378
83,627
49.898
20.062
30.000
58.204
17,592
36.248
29,260

...

Ulster

i.-ieb"

459
276

8,667

,

l,950i
3.366J
li842*
3,544

l,840i

51,614
45.202J
12.688
89.676

Suffolk.

401i
2.927i
l,290i

5,989

475

Richmond....

1.300
1.568
2.202i

33,684i

13,2.371

Queens

919

2,557,876

1,813
3,392
3.531
4,137

76,890
20.899
68.391
25.555
27^676
37.671
65;i81
44,126
55,439
23.567

4.515

23,677
19.922

1.8.59

21,668
34.484
24;5S4
29,831
8,749
10.919

1,173
1,417

10,268
10.541

2,349

12,592

24,785
25,239
2.456
49.820

79,249
3.204
29,748
29,383
44,924
39,545
30.502
3.323
28.238
77.832
50.228

33,962
57,602
23.412
42,172
63.798
15.507
14,326
29,601
2,250
7,198
96.408
34.769
8,614
38,771
19.004
16,996
52.4S3

24,215
27,346
29,664
3n..e47

34,140
14,2.s2

40.410
3S.4t>4

6..370i

33,132

2,000
1,510J

39,048
16,784

138,033i

2,105,465

2..506
1..510

3.887

1,484
3,701
1,709
4,780
6,263
3.794
2,081

360
785
2,522

41
2.423
i;7.51

1,874
1,944
1,046
2,058
3,476
2,454

2,113
3,4.S9

1,164
3,093
2,942
3,200
1,926
2,704

400
573
5,.576

2,625
597
2,440
1,128

577
4,351
2,006
4,265
2,323
1,666
4,671
1.423
2,100
1,762
5,427
2,674

Counties.

Albany
Allegany

Broome
Cattaraugus....

Cayuga
Chautauqua

Chemung

$350

19,009
17,116
23,633
19.822

36,046
9.690
36,939
11,284
14,500

8.52

36,653
49,472
2.834
19.151
10,980
24.067
17,504
16,801
719
11,708
47,794
24,801
14.202
40,187
8,921
21,983
34,713
7,851
9,240
16,864
1,189
4,708
52,161
16,778
.5,768

18,213
7,676
7.136
20,284
10,833
10,775
12,954
14,572
17;o32

1,173,527
1,700,775
1,753,417
1,957,183
2,082,022
3,389,837

924,645
3,990,564

891 ,431 J
1,347,428
2.379,257
4,026,575
1,681,-595

1,866,132
625,542
1,050,040
840,397
919,130
1,191,930
83,282
1,305,377
3,949,608
17,425
1,575,515
1,045,591
1,840,298
1,643,515
1,211,385
1,038^367'
2,912,176
2,294,287
1,223,097
3,285,587*

912,013
2,036,174
3,075,206
493,696

441,983i
1,291,738
24,365

266,006
4,268,809
1,468,1361
515,662
1,832,257
798,953
705,574
1,976,129
634,405
931,927
1,365,783
1,645,947
1,669,631

482,786

747

6,161
18,689
16,769
20,078
16,737
7,250

1,333,948
717;259i

144,597

1,008,427

90,293,0731

Appropriations for the Promotion of Agriculture.
1819.

13,332

23.247
47,332
37,544
58,489
46,178

1,625,138
1,446.080
1,116,-589
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By an act of April 11, 1842, Genesee receives $92 and Wyoming $87 annually and by another
tf April 13, 1855, the co. of Schuyler was allowed to receive a proportional share from the moneys
previously belonging to Chemung, Steuben, and Tompkins cos.
;

Counties in
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County societies usually require the payment of $1 annually from each member, or $10 for life
membership without further payment. It is customary to restrict competition for premiums to
members of the society, and to collect of all others an entrance fee to the exhibition grounds.
Dwellings, Area, and Products.
NuMBEB

Number

OF Dwellings.

of Acres.

,3

COCSTIES.

Improved.

?>

M

83

Albany

3,769

29
82
9
325
113
47

13
4

Allegany

Broome
Cattaraugus

5

.

Cayuga
Chautauqua-

73
14

Chemung

1

Chenango

20
163
52

21

Cortland

9

460
3&8
45

Delaware
Dutchess

44

8

Clinton

Columbia

-

Erie

Essex
Franklin
Fulton
Genesee
Greene

,

,

Hamilton
Herkimer
Jefferson

Kings
Lewis
Livingston.

177
111
30
88
2
60
100
2
62
429
515

34
...

Madison

Monroe
Montgomery.,

New York

57
50
301
59

434
2.427

168
71
53
107
163

165
208

70

Saratoga
Schenectady
Schoharie
Schuyler
Seneca
Steuben

.

,

,

Suffolk
Sullivan

Tioga

Tompkins
Ulster

,

Warren
Washington..

Wayne
Westchester

Wyoming
Yates

Total

.

7.536

1,353

3,817
4.976

6.332

238
408
145
147
191

9,5.34

1,369

4;964

5,227
4.444

4,179
5.753
5,419

461

404

6,898
11,975
23.970
4,707
6,990
8,221
16,916
4,960
42.668
8.698
17.782
15,215
7.828
9^582
5,299
12,649
9,324
2,405
7,896
11,683
3,220
3,188
13,191
8,631
3,105
5,846
3,582
4,069

3.447

5,403
5.049
6,051
11.008
3,614
7,875
8,708
12,758
6.041

47

Rockland
St. Lawrence

2 545

1,559

122
106
176
343
605
31

13

77

329
90
321
323
470
50
52
57.450

4,871
9.028
2,524
7.243
6.889
12.044
5.181

1,094

608
173
650
23
1,525

496
498
513
405
346
821
287
63

"263
"'"40

3,443

163
14
435
405
254

287

3,275

582
461
124
859
3
603
452

397,638

33.092

6,547
1.948
5.203
3.351

7,238
9,705
21,674

757

1

Richmond

663

3,242
3,388
6,458
3.797
7.257
2.715
3.247
2.2S8
3.003
3,145

483

84
21
16
74
251
312
32
15
13
2
41
12
9
15
5
9
903
6
23
250
158
11
25

Rensselaer....

1,638

7,287
4.727

4,2.30
4.3.51

67

Queens

29
295
888
58

198,8391
266,435J
315.795f
360.110
120,219f
347.8281
168,9321
304.2771
194.736}
304.400i

35

Oswego

Putnam

1,988

242,735
280,863

3,925
5,441
4,299

11,.351

147

Orleans

Otsego

475
639
616
240

3.539
5.392

1,938
7

1,760

299
623
762
516
474
133
131
50

Onondaga

1.252

13.591
8.192
6.436
7.515
10.916
9.9SS
4,837
7.602
6,994

267
57
56

18
113
95

348
59
60
120
232
182

Orange

3.2&i
7.226
3.959
6.665
4.276
6,040
8.947
12.834
4.176

19

966
560

Total.

4

14.901
3.193
5,787
7.6S8
13.713
4,700
10.595
5,361
16,062
13,175
6,591
8,162
4.119
10.516
8,837
2,270
7.071
9.719
3.018
2.775
8^427
7.944
2.449
5.333
2.634
3,924
8,042
7,089

8,061

29,977

Ontario

8..314

273

'

1,617

Niagara
Oneida

9,385
6.287

5,529
4.942
9.620

S

6,992

398

15.S7U

3,945
3,375
4,680
4.879

184.540i

2,852

48
3.968
8.315
6.336
3.943
3,982
2.454
6.720
6,109
1.368
3.113

3,869

876
1,221
8,946
4,208
1,328
4,011
2,446
2,238
7,042
4.338
3,683
3.088
3,623
4.851

7,2-11

360,3591
340,307^
185,443f
144,627 i
133.415J
219.012A
212,223}
16.675*
267,414i
465.222

2,145
4,192
4.767

262,462i
277,3931
210.840A
194.4571
1,150J
207,043}
435.8001
344,528
290,639*
308,599}
181,9481
244.120
428.9321
94.205}
119,549
292,212}
15,072}
46.481*
499.554
315,7281
93.448}
227,904}
134,.336i

151.949*
361.450
163.818}
125,489^
154.894}
205,61 0|
240,041
111,202}
333.0.30i

3,873

2,242

254,451}
209,146*
241.654}
155,542}

522.325

231,740

13,657,490f

3,722
4.131

313,512}
635,132}
404,048}
699,056}
503,032}
654,255}
230,605
530.764}
570.018}
373,532}
308,399*
802,852}
464,464}
593,651}
959,638}
979,092
280,486}
294,744}
362,828}
783,154}
773,072
716.513
21,466
681,686}
358,840*
388,898*
295,022}
241,178}
1:974}
308,153}
722,394}
459,229}
387,748}
498,214}
244,275}
572.173}
608,491}
138.653}
176,753
393.215}
22,674}
97,334}
1,385,085
455,577}
126,131*
359,950}
197,335}
197,886}
799,700}
424.389*
620,318}
293.317}
290.580}
618,843*
442,543}
476,585
356,513}
291,094}
364,418*
206,676}
26,758,183}

This column includes the four preceding ones, and also a miscellaneous class reported as "Planks," "Boards," ".Shanties,"
&c. Of 4,196 dwellings, the material and value were not given. The value, so far as reported, waa as follows:
1

—

Stone..

Brick..

Frame.

Log
Total..

Numher.

Total Value.

Average Value.

7,172
56.752
378.967
28,831
487,904

$49,184,819
312.151,135
297.453.492
1.330,168
664,899,967

$6,857.89
5.500.26
784.90
46.13
1.362.76

MANUFACTURES.
In

The manufactures of the State are very extensive, embracing an almost endless variety of articles.
many sections the manufacturing interests surpass those of agriculture or commerce. The lines

of internal communioation through the State have greatly facilitated the spread of manufactures ;
and now flourishing establishments are found in nearly every part of the State.^ The most im-

Manufacturinq Establishments in the several Counties, as reported by
0/1855.

Counties.

the State

Census
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and extensive manufactories are those of iron and machinery, leather, articles of wood,
and cotton and woolen goods. Such articles as relate to the professions and fine arts, to books,
maps, and engravings, and to the heavy machinery used in ocean steamships, are principally manufactured in New York City and its suburbs. Immense quantities of brick are manufactured on
the Hudson for the New York and Southern markets. Lime, waterlime, and gypsum are largely
manufactured on the Hudson and through the center of the State and iron ware is produced in
large quantities in the iron districts of Essex, Clinton, Dutchess, Orange, and Oneida counties. Details of the principal manufacturing establishments are given in the statistics of the cities or towns
in which they are located.^

portanfc

;

^

Counties.

Albany
Allegany

Broome
Cattaraugus...

Cayuga
Chautauqua

...

Chemung
Chenango
Clinton

Columbia
Cortland

Delaware
Dutchess
Erie

Essex
Franklin
Fulton
Genesee
Greene

Hamilton
Herkimer.
Jefferson

Kings
Lewis
Livingston.....

Madison
Monroe
Montgomery..
New York
Niagara
Oneida

,

Onondaga
Ontario

Orange

,

Orleans

Oswego
Otsego

Putnam
Queens
Rensselaer

Richmond
Rockland
Lawrence..
Saratoga
Schenectady. .,
Schoharie
Schuyler
Seneca
Steuben
St.

,

Suffolk

Sulliyan

Tioga

Tompkins
Ulster
Warren-.

Washington...

Wayne
Westchester...

Wyoming
Yates
Total

-

Manufacturing Establishments in

the several Counties, continued.

COMMERCE.
The
affairs,

New York

in the confederacy of States gives it peculiar facilities for maritime
various ports a large proportion of the foreign and internal commerce of
This commerce extends to every accessible port in the world, and in
carried on.

position of

and through

the nation

is

its

amount and variety excels that of all the other States of the Union. It is regulated by acts of
Congress and the revenues arising from duties upon articles imported are collected by ofScers appointed by the President and Senate, or subordinate to those thus appointed. These officers are
;

accountable to the U. S. Treasury Department.
Collection Districts. The Federal Government has established 11 Collection Districts
within this State for the collection of these revenues. Each of these has one port of entry, in charge

—

of a collector, and several ports of delivery, at which one or more deputy collectors, inspectors, or
other officers reside.^ The number of officers employed in collecting these revenues in New York
City and its dependencies is nearly 800. Duties on foreign importations form much the largest
item of revenue for the support of the General Government, and those collected at the port of New

The absolute and relative amounts of moneys
the largest part of the whole amount.
collected from this source in the United States and State of New York have been steadily increasing,

York form

except as influenced by pecuniary embarrassments

;

and now the former amount

annually.^
^

District.

Collection Districts in

New

York.

to

about $60,000,000
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Trade

of New York from 1700, although fluctuating considerably, has
Tlie Foreign
exhibited a general progressive increase. The commerce of the country was suspended during the
Revolution and no statistics of its amount have been preserved during the period in which the
The amount of imports
States formed each an independent sovereignty under the Confederation.
;

has been reported separately by States only since 1821.^
Amount of American

as compared with Foreign Tannage at
tlie District of New York.

different periods in

Years.

COMMERCE.
The reports of commerce
in each collection district.

New
o3

a
•<
a

York has been

113

and navigation do not specify the amount imported and exported
The relative amount of the port as compared with the State of

as follows at different periods

:

—
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statistics

of American and Foreign Trade.

COMMERCE.
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Tonnage. — The

size of registered American vessels engaged in foreign trade has been steadily
and has more than doubled within twenty years. Steam vessels were first enrolled in
1823 and first registered in 1830. They now form 12 to 15 per cent, of the total amount of tonnage.^
Steamboats applying for registry, enrolment, or license must be inspected under the direc-

increasing,

Board of Supervising Inspectors. The United States is divided into 9 Supervising Dis2d of which includes the seaboard and the 9th the lakes of New York. Steamboats are
required to be well guarded against fire, to have suitable pumps worked by hand and by steam,
at least two boats, and large steamers more, in proportion to their tonnage, (except upon rivers,) one
life preserver to every passenger, and a certain number of floats, and fire buckets and axes. Their
boilers, engines, and hull must be examined and approved by inspectors appointed by the Collector, the Super\'ising Inspector for the district, and the Judge of the U. S. District Court and
found complied with. Pilots and engineers on steamers
every requirement of the law must be
must be examined and licensed by the Inspectors. The present steamboat law was passed Aug.
tion of a

tricts, 'the

;

30, 1852.^

Tlie Coasting

Trade

the share belonging to
definitely ascertained.

quired

1

number

affairs of

Average tonnage of

very great

and clearance

of clearances reported

commerce relating
vessels at different

York.

Yes.

is

;

is

entirely restricted to

but from the want of

American

official

returns

vessels,
it

and

cannot be

spirits or foreign goods, these vessels are not reand, as they oftener leave than arrive with these

Unless carrying distilled

to report their entrance

articles, the

The

of the United States

New York

;

is

disproportionately high.*

to police, sanitary,

periods arriving at

New

and municipal regulations are governed by
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the laws of the State, and their care is intrusted to officers appointed under its authority. These
officers are divided into several classes, each of which has charge of a particular department.
of Commissioners of Pilots consists of 5 persons, 3 elected for 2
1.

—

The Board

years by the Chamber of Commerce, and 2 for a like term by the presidents and vice-presidents
of the marine insurance companies of N. Y., composing or representing the Board of Underwriters
This Board appoints a secretary, has an office, meets once a month or oftener, and
in that city.
1

icenses, for such

port of
2.

New

term as

it

may

think proper, as

many

pilots as

may

be deemed necessary for the

York.'

The Board of Health of ^ew York

is

composed of the Mayor and

Common

Council of the city.^
3.

The Commissioners of Health

are the President of the Board of Aldermen, the

the Resident Physician, the Health Commissioner, and the City Inspector.
Health Officer, appointed by the Governor and Senate, is required to board every
4.
vessel subject to quarantine or visitation, upon its arrival, to ascertain whether infectious diseases

Health

Officer,

The

are present, and to obtain, in such case, the facts necessary to determine the period that such
vessel must be detained.'
•5.

The Physician of the Marine Hospital

Senate.

He

appoints as

many

assistants as he

may

is

appointed by the Governor and

find necessary.

His salary

is

$5,000,

and

is

paid by the Commissioners of Emigration.
6.

The Resident Physician

for the city

and county of

New York

is

appointed by the

Mayor and Common Council. He is required to visit all sick persons reported to the Board of
Health, or to the Mayor and Commissioners of Health, and to perform such other professional
duties as the
7.

Board may require.

The Health Commissioner,

appointed in like manner,

is

required to assist the

Resident Physician.*
8.

The Quarantine Hospital

is

located in the

town of

Castleton, in

Richmond

co.

;

and

vessels detained on account of infectious diseases are anchored in the adjacent waters, or, in
sickly seasons, in the lower bay.*
9. Harbor Masters are appointed by the Governor and Senate, for the purpose of assigning piers and other stations for landing and receiving cargoes.®
are appointed by the Governor
10.
of the Port of
Port
and Senate, for the purpose of inspecting vessels and 'the stowage of cargoes and of estimating all
damages to the same. They consist of a Board of 9 members, one of whom must reside in Brook-

The

Enrolkd Tonnage nf

Wardens

the U. S.

engaged in the Coasting Trade for

different periods.

Tears.

New York
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and 3 must be nautical men. They choose one of their number President, appoint a Secretary,
seal, and keep an office.
They are exclusive surveyors of vessels damaged or wrecked, or

use a

when called upon, judge of the fitness of vessels to depart upon voyages.
upon application, required to estimate the value or measurement of vessels when
and they may examine goods in warehouses that have been
is in dispute or libeled
damaged on shipboard. The Board, or some member thereof, must attend all sales of vessels or
and such sales by auction must be made under
their cargoes condemned and in a damaged state
the direction and by order of the Wardens, and are exempt from auction duties.*
The Commissioners of Health are authorized to collect of the masters of every vessel entering
the port of New York a certain tax, for the benefit of the Health Office.^
arriving in distress, and,

They are
the same

also,

;

;

Tlie Board of Comniissioners of Emigration, consisting of the Mayors of New
York and Brooklyn, the Presidents of the German Society and Irish Emigrant Society, and 6 Commissioners appointed by the Governor and Senate, have charge of the interests of immigrants
when they first arrive at New York.'

The Marine Court of the

City of A^ew Yorfc.

has jurisdiction in

civil cases arising

maritime affairs, where the sum in dispute does not exceed $500.*
Canadian Trade. The revenues collected on the Canada frontier, in some periods, have
fallen short of the cost of collecting them. The Reciprocity Treaty of 1854 admits the greater part
of articles the produce of the U. S. and B. A. into each country respectively free of duty.*

between persons engaged

in

—

1 The Wardens are
paid by fees and percentages upon sales. Quarantine was placed under these Commissioners in 1847. See
Special Wardens are appointed to reside at quarantine. They pages 116, 427, 565.
* These actions
may be for compensation for the performance,
report to the Board of Wardens of N. Y., and have jurisdiction
as wai-deus over vessels detained in quarantine. The Board or damages for the violation, of a contract for services on board
of Port Wardens reports annually to the Comptroller a state- a vessel during a voyage performed In whole or in part, or inment of its receipts and expenses, with an affidavit of each tended to be performed, by the vessel or for assault and battery,
member and of the Secretary that they have not received false Imprisonment, or other injury committed on board a ve.-<sel upon the high seas, and not coming within the jurisdiction
directly or indirectly any moneys except their legal fee.s.
2 Under an act
passed in March, ISUl. the amount of this tax of the U. S. District Courts. The Marine Court is held daily,
was fixed at $1.5U for every cabin and 75 cts. for every steerage except on Sundays and holidays; and its Justices, three in iiunipassenger, mate, and mariner. In 1813 the tax was fixed at her, are elected for a term of 4 years, and enter upon their
$1.50 for every captain and cabin passenger; $1.00 for every duties on the second Tuesday of May after their election. Tlicir
steerage passenger and mariner of foreign vessels and 25 cts. Clerk Is appointed by the Supervisors, and their salary is fixed
for master, mate, and sailor of every coasting vessel. The by the Common Council and cannot be increased during their
moneys thus paid, after supporting the Marine Uospital at Quar- term of office.
antine and contingencies and yielding $8,000 annually to the
The State Government, before the adoption of the Federal
Society for the Reform of Juvenile Delinquents, was invested by Constitution, had Instituted a court of Admiralty: but in 1789
the Comptroller as the " Marine Fund." In 1831 the Board of It surrendered these powers to the General Government, and
Trustees of the Seamen's Fund and Retreat was created, under they have since been exercised by the District Court of the U. S.
^hose direction the present establishment known as the " Sear Suits for salvage, and other questions arising in the sale of
jien's Retreat," on Staten Island, more particularly described wrecked property, are decided in this court.
)n page 566, has since been managed. Of the 44,932 admitted
The Governor appoints 15 Wreck Masters in Suffolk, 12 in
np to Jan. 1, 1859, 80 per cent, were discharged cured, 8J per Queens. 3 in Kings, 2 in Richmond, and 2 in Westchester cos.
sent, were relieved, 3 per cent, were discharged by request, and These officers have, with coroners and sheriffs, the custody of
wrecks and property cast ashore by the sea. Such property
4} per cent. died.
3 The master of
every vessel bringing passengers from foreign belongs to the owners, and may be recovered by paying reas'>iicountries must give a bond of $300, conditioned that such per- able salvage and in d-ie course of law.
sons .shall not become chargeable for support within 5 years.
6 Imports
from Canada duty free for the year ending June 30,
They may commute this bond by paying $2 upon each passenger,
1858.
of which sum ^ is set apart for the counties other than N. Y.
Value.
District.
toward the support of emigrants in the several counties. For
$1,499,819
Champlain
every lunatic, idiot, deaf and dumb, blind, maimed, or infirm Oswegatchie
934.708
person, and every widow with children, or person over 60 years Cape Vincent
1,210.351
of age, and liable to become a public charge, a bond of $500 is Sackets Harbor
2.892
required.
1,859.798
Oswego
The Commissioners of Emigration have a large establish- Genesee
26,T574
ment on W'ards Island for the support of the sick, infirm,
780.070
Niagara
and destitute, and have leased Castle Garden as a general land- Buffalo Creek
1,336,820
ing place. Emigrants may here purchase tickets for any part New York
624,060
of the Union, and procure such articles as they may stand in
need of, without encountering the horde of faithless agents and
Total In New York
7,918,092
mercenary runners that formerly proved the scourge of immigration and the disgrace of the city. The Marine Uospital at
Total In United States
14,752,255
;

;

Statistics

of the

several Collection Districts

upon

1830 to 1843, (19 years.)

the

Canada Frontier for

1848 to 1851, (3 years.)

different periods.
1851 to 1854, (3 years.)

CoLLBCTioN District.

Champlain
Oswegatchie
Cape Vincent....

,

Sackets Harbor,

Groxs
Revenue.

Expenses nf

$192,877.80
63.201.74
21.649.98

$130,938.86
116.874.47

l.'5.9S.'5.(l4

106,492.84
157,619.67
80.954 47

Oswego

20C.7.'i9.8t

Genesee

l:!.3,l>19.97

Ni.igara.

53.527.07
150.437.60

Buffalo

(XiUection.

78,4.37.26

117,94.'^.82

197,653.80

Gross
Revenue.

Expenses of

$133,326.68
42,842.41
22.410.78
16.603 54
273,173.92
45.324.66
44,076.44
14s.740.03

$22,965.22
16.002.22
14.222.58
27.000.95
38.210.43

Collection.

Gross
Revenue.

Exjjenses of

$297,601.76
98.754.11

$32,267.44
21,446.80

Collection.

84,.577.74

22.9.35.52

21.204.23
389.711.03

22.164.23
48.211.98

13..36S.47

29.4.30.52

21.277.69
49,601.19

74,641.59
263.222.58

21,860.28
25,618.04
49,473.89
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As the only avenue to the sea which Canada possesses is closed by ice during about five months
in the year, the foreign trade of that country in winter must seek other avenues and, from the
acknowledged superiority of Xew York as a commercial point, a large part of the trade is through
that port. Over half the vessels that arrive in Quebec come in ballast ; while none leave port
;

without cargoes of timber or other commodities of the country. This renders the outward freights
in the upper lakes and pass without trandisproportionately high and, although vessels may load
shipment down the St. Lawrence, the difference of ocean freights makes it cheaper to send by the
canals to New York.
;

The number of vessels and amount of tonnage employed upon the great lakes have been
rapidly increasing for the last 10 years. In the several collection districts of this State, the
ratio of increase has been much greater in ports where railroads terminate.^
1

Arrivals and Tonnage of the several Districts bordering upon Canada during a series of
nine years.
1850.

District.

Champlain
Oswegatchie
Cape Vincent
Jackets Harbor..

Oswego
Genesee
Niagara
Buffalo Creek....

Dunkirk

,

COMMERCE.
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The canals and rail roads of Canada terminating upon our frontiers are intimately connected
with the commercial prosperity of this State and a notice of their extent and capacity is necessary
to a full understanding of our commercial possibilities.^
Cu»itom Houses have been erected by the General Government at Now York, Plattsburgh,
;

Oswego, and Buffalo

;

and a

site

These

has been purchased at Ogdensburgh.

edifices are built of

Efforts have been made to
stone, fireproof, and are generally fine specimens of architecture.
secure the erection of similar buildings at Rochester, Sackets Harbor, Albany, Brooklyn, and

Sag Harbor, but

so far without success.^

The Wellanrl Canal extends from Port Colborne, on Lake
on Lake Ontario. 1 1 ha.s a feeder branch
lo Dunnsville, on Grand River, and another from the feeder to
Port JIaitland. It passes sloops, schooners, and propellers of a
amounted to $2(31,568.13;
capacity of 400 tons. In 1856 its tulls
1.

Erie, to Port Dalhousie,

and in 1858 to $207,771.52.
37(6 Ruleau Canal was built as a military work by the Home
Government and transferred some years since to the Province.
It extends from Kingston to Ottawa, most of the way along the
channel of rivers. Its total lenjith is 126 miles. It rises from
Kingston to the summit 165 feet by 13 locks, and descends to
the Ottawa 292 feet by 34 locks. Its total cost was §3,860,000.
Farrans Point, Corn37(6 Galoppe, Puint Troqiwis,
Rapid Ptat.

in 1857 to $232,437.38;

and Lachine Canals extend around the rapids
on the St. Lawrence. Steamers usually pass down the rapids, but
must return by the canals and pay toll both ways. Sail vessels
wall. Beau/iamois,

Statistics

of Vie Business of

the.

pass both up and down by canal. Tliese canals afford navigation down to Montreal, to which point ships come up from the
sea.
The totiil full by river without locks is 204J feet to MoiUnul
and 13J feet tht-nce to tide water at Three Rivers. The rapids
of the St. Lawrence have been surveyed with the design of
deepening them to afford a channel 200 feet wide and 10 fiet
deep, but nothing further has been done. These surveys mako
Lake Erie 5.34J feet above tide.
Chamhhj Canal extends from tlie foot of navigation on Lake
Champlain to Chambly Basin, and with a lock at St. Ours, upon
Richlieu River, completes the line of navigation from the lake
to the St. Lawrence. A sliip canal has recently been proposed
between these important navigable waters.
The amount of tonnage on tlieso canals, in which this State
is interested, is very large and in the Welland Canal more than
half the duties are paid by American vessels.
;

Canadian Canals for two years.

Wellaxd Casal.
1856.

Total tons passing
"
"
"

up
down

Canadian to American ports, up
"
"
"
down.
American to Canadian ports, up
"
"
"
down.
American to American ports, up
"
"
«
down.

Kevenues from
"
"

«
"

tolls

on property

'

vessels

"
«

passengers

"

fines
rents.-

120

marine
month

NEW YORK STATE GAZETTEER.
Hospitals. — Since 1778, every American seaman has been

for a Hospital

Fund and
;

in return he

is

This fund

taxed 20 cents per

entitled in case of sickness to assistance

and support

in charge of the U. S. Government, and is entirely
independent of the various State and private hospital funds of New York City.^
Lii^bt Houses. The United States Government has erected 62 light houses, lighted beacons,

from the revenues thus

collected.

is

—

New York, for the benefit of navigation. Of these, 3 are
upon Long Island Sound, 4 within the Harbor of New York, 16 upon Hudson
River, 3 upon Lake Champlain, 14 upon Lake Ontario and St. Lawrence River, and 7 upon Lake
The Government has also erected buoys, spindles, beacons, and other signals to indicate
Erie.
and

the State of
floating lights vrithin

upon the

seacoast, 15

channels or to point out dangerous

localities.^

The site for the New York Custom House was purchased Jan. collection
it is used for
follows
9. 1833, the building was completed Feb. 22. 1842
a custom house only. The site for the Plattsburgh Custom
House was purchased Nov. 22, 1856, the building was completed
May 19, 1858 it is used for a custom house, post office, and
:

:

:

courthouse. The site for the Ogdensburgh Custom House was
purchased Jan. 20, 1857, the building has not been commenced
it is designed to be used for a custom house, post office, and
courthouse. The site for the Oswego Custom House was purchased Dec. 15, 1854, the buUding was completed Sept. 1, 1858
The site for the
it is used for a custom house and post office.
Buffalo Custom House was purchased Jan. 26, 1855, the building
was completed July 12, 1858 it is used for a custom house, post
office, and courthouse.
The Custom House in New York occupied before the present
one was finished was erected in 1816, at a cost of $928,312.96.
In 1850 the only custom house building in the State belonging
to the United States was at New Yoris City. On the 19th of
Feb. 1857, the Federal Government purchased a site for stores
at Atlantic docks, Brooklyn, for $100,000 but as yet no use has
been made of it.
1 The Federal Government has built 34 marine
hospitals,
none of which are in this State. Those entitled to aid are
supported in this State in private families or local hospitals.
The nvimber of seamen relieved and supported in the several
:

:

:

;

— districts

in the year ending

June

30,

COMMEECE.
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liifeboat Stations have also been established by the General Government upon the seaand great lakes. On the shores of Long Island and the adjacent islands are 30 lifeboat sta-

coast

which were established about 1850. Each of these consists of a house, containing
life cars, mortar for throwing lines, and every fixture that could be used in
The houses are furnished with stoves for warming them when
afibrding aid to vessels in distress.
necessary, and with fuel and matches for kindling a fire on short notice. They are each intrusted
to a local agent, and are under the general care of a superintendent appointed by the
Secretary of
the Treasury. Their location is indicated on the map.
tions, the first of

a

lifeboat,

boat wagon,

—

Goast Survey. A survey of the coast, with soundings of its adjacent waters, was ordered
by the General Government about 50 years since but many years were necessarily employed in
making preliminary arrangements. Active surveys were begun about 1832, and during the
last 15 years they have been prosecuted with great efiect. The triangulations of this survey
are conducted with great precision, and extend up aU rivers navigable from the sea as far as
;

tide flows.

Light Houses, continued.

o

Nake.

Location.

k.

e

§1
("Half

CatskiD Reach

i

...

andCatskill,
river

(

2
211
mi.

Point.,

w.

Coxeackie

Hook

Island..

Point

Rock
Cumberland Head..
Point au Roche
Ogdensburgh
Split

,

,

Cross Over Island .

Tibbetta Point..

end of

10

Near Essex
Near Platteburgh
w. of Lake Champlain..

Mouth

of Oswegatchie..

Above Oak

In front of Alexandria

of St.Law- 1

rence
{Entrance
w. side island

Stony

Point....

On Stony

Oswego
Big Sodus Bay.,
Genesee

9

....

Near Sackets Harbor

River..

Genesee Beacon..
Niagara Fort

End

Black Rock Beacon.,

/Near head Niagara)
River
(
|
Entrance Niagara River

of w. pier
Outlet of Niagara River.

Barcelona

pier.

Harbor

w. pier. Cattaraugus

Greek
Harbor

14
11
11

Point

W. pier harbor
w. of Sodus Harbor
w. of entrance to river.

'

14

J

..

N. side entrance harbor..

8.

ii

9

Bay

1ear Mullet Creek

15
12

12

Point.,

Island....

Dunkirk
Dunkirk Beacon

u

,

Horse

Bufifalo

10

10

Island

Galloo Island...

Cattaraugus

«

end Poplar Island
w. side Mulls Plat
E. side near Castleton...
f E. of dike below Al- )
1
bany. w. side..../

Sunken Rock..

Rock Island...

Horse Shoe Reef.

Fixed

N.

Schodack Channel.
Ctowleland

Salmon

10
10

)

E.side
E. side on island
Calvers Plat Island

,

Coeymans Bar

Van Wies

N.

side.

Cow

\
Fire

of y

N.

sackie

{'
Stuyvesant
New Baltimore

E.

Hudson, e. side
w. side. Half way
Athens and Cox-

PrymesHook
Four Mile

way Athens^

1
J

Pier w. side liarbor
Portland or Barcelona..

u

.

White.,

tll
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There are lifeboats on Lake Ontario at Tibbetts Point, Sandy Creek, Salmon River, Oswego,
Sodus, Genesee River, and Niagara River, which were supplied by the U. S. Government in the
Bummer of 1854. Several have also been placed on Lake Erie. None of those on the lakes have
been provided with houses, except such as have been erected by the persons having them in
charge.

Immig'ration into the U. S. for many years past has been very great but the proportion
New York has been less than the relative amount of trade. Other routes in some
;

landing in

The large number of ships ai'riving in Canada
respects afford superior facilities for immigration.
without cargoes favors immigration to a great extent ; and hundreds of thousands of immigrants
have crossed into this State from Canada without their names ever appearing on the U.- S. GovernThese immigrants have consisted chiefly of Irish and Germans ; though there has
records.
been a large number of English, Scotch, and Norwegians. The greater part of the immiThe Engrants either locate in the cities or immediately pass on to the wild lands of the AVest.
glish and Scotch usually prefer to settle in Canada.^

ment
also

Assay

Office.

—By an act of 1853, the Secretary of the Treasury was directed

to establish

an

New

York, for the special accommodation of the business of the city. At this
place the owners of gold or silver bullion, or of foreign coin, may deposit the same, have its value
ascertained, and certificates issued payable in coin of the same metal as that deposited, either at
assay

oflice at

office of the assistant treasurer in New York, or at the Mint in Philadelphia.
The metal
assayed may, at the option of the owner, be cast into bars, ingots, or discs, of pure metal, or of
standard fineness, and stamped with a device designating its weight and fineness. This office is
under the general direction of the Director of the Mint, in subordination to the Secretary of the
Treasury. The Assay Office is located on Wall St., adjacent to the Custom House, and is fitted up

the

with every appliance for carrying on its operations upon a very extensive scale. Its lofty chimney,
emitting dense, orange colored fumes of nitric acid, forms a conspicuous object in the district.
About 50 men are employed upon the premises. Its officers are a superintendent, treasurer, asThe site of the Assay Office was
sayer, melter, and refiner, with their assistants and clerks.

bought Aug.

19, 1853, for $553,000,

and the premises were

fitted

up and completed

Oct. 9, 1854,

at a total cost of $761,493.62.^

Tlie Mail Service
miles,

and 7 per

of the State of

New York forms

cent, in cost, while the receipts

Passengers arrimng by Sea at

New

York since 1820.

about 5 per cent, of the whole U. S. in
from postage in this State amount to 22 per cent.
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of the whole

sum

ment within

its
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and exceed by over $300,000 per annum the expenses of the establishtotal expenses in the U, S. overrun the receipts by about $3,500,000

The

borders.

annually.'

There were four Distributing Post OfiBces in New York, Jan. 1, 1859, located respectively at
York, Albany, Troy, and Buffalo. The Troy post oflBce was discontinued as a distributing
office July 1, 1859.

New

1

Post

Summary for

Office

the

New
York
State.

Length of routes in miles
Trausportation in coaches, miles
"

••

"
"
"

cost

in steamboats, miles
"
cost

by

"
"

railroad, miles

"

"

"

"
"

260,603
53.700
$1,909,844
17.043

Cape

$1,233,916
24,431

Fort Covington.

Dundee.

L*<wiBton

•2,s94

Queenston.
liomingtbrd.

S1.823,3.i7

2,430.792
108.944

87.795,418
19.555,734
4.569.610

Plattsburgh.,

3,961,795

25,763,452

1.46S.312

28.876,695
78,765,491
8,296
.
7,044

....

modes not spe-

"

every method. 7,969,843
828
?02
55
11
2
315

express agents
local agents

"

Tincent....

$68,100
$518,060

railroads

mail messengers

440
28
43
1,464

Oswego
Rochester

Rouses Point
Sackets Ilarbor.,

Suspension Bridge..

Brockvillo.
Prescott.

Kingston. By steamer in summer.
Montreal, St. Johns.
Coburg. By steamer in summer.
St. Johns.
Kingston. By steamer in summer.
Suspension Bridge and Canada;

Route agents.

Whitehall

Montreal ; by through bag.
St. Johns.

Youngstown

Niagara.

Troy

From New York

the U.

S.

City to every port and country with which
has postal arrangements.

Mail Routes in Neio York by Railroad and Steamboat.
Termini.

By RArLROAD.

New York to Dunkirk
New York to Albfiny
New York to Chatham Four
Brooklyn

to

(June

instances.

30, 1858.)

Corners

Greenport

Sufferns to Piermont
•
Newburgh to Chester
Hudson to West Stockbridge, Mass

Albany to Buffalo
Albany to Troy
Albany to Eagle Bridge
Troy to North Bennington, Vt
Troy to Schenectady
Troy to Saratoga Springs
Eagle Bridge to Rutland, Vt
Saratoga Springs to Castleton,
Plattsburgh to Canada Line
Rouses Point to Ogdensburgh

V^
T.

Watertown to North Potsdam
Sackets Harbor to Pierrepont Manor

,

Schenectady to Ballston
Boonville
to Cape Vincent
Syracuse to Rochester
Syracuse to Oswego
Syracuse to Binghamton

titica to

Rome

Canandaigua
Canandaigua

to

Elmira

to Niagara Falls
Rochester to Niagara Falls
Rochester to Avon
Batavia to Attica

,

Buffalo
Buffalo
Buffalo
Buffalo

to Lockport
to Lewiston
to Hornellsville
to State Line
Corning to Batavia
Owego to Ithaca

Bt Steaotoat.

New York
Albany

to

Whitehall

to

Manhasset

New

Baltimore

to Plattsburgh

Ithaca to Cayuga

.

arrangement with Canada.
In Canapa.

Waterloo.
Toronto, Hamilton, London, and
throngh
Queenston,
(by
bags,) Fort Eric, and Ports
Denver, Simcoe, liowaii. lUirwell, Vienna, and Stanley,
Montreal.
Kingston.

13.078
4.9in

cost...

"

the postal

$109,490
168
$7,298

10.-..429

of mail routes
contracUirs
route agents

"

,

$2.82S..301

"
"

"

Buffalo

o.05o

cified

Number

United

$333,163

cost

under

States.

epeciliud, miles

Total cost of transportation
Total number of miles by coaches
"
'
steamboats

"
"

Offices

In the United States.
Black Kock.

Mooers
Morristown
Ogdensburgh

"

mode not

Exchange

year ending June 30, 1S58.

(Sept. 30, 1858.)
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Tlie Fisheries in New York, although considerable in amount, are quite subordinate to
other branches of industry. The whale fisheries, formerly of great" importance, are now chiefly
limited to Sag Harbor, Greenport, and Cold Spring Harbor.^ The shores and bays of Long Island
and the product of their labor chiefly finds a market in New
support great numbers of fishermen,
York City.^ The Hudson yields shad, sturgeon, and other fish in great quantities ;^ and there are
the great lakes, especially near the e. end of Lake Ontario and in the
extensive fisheries
upon

waters of Chaumont Bay.* The waters of Lake Champlain and the St. Lawrence formerly
abounded in salmon; but, from the building of dams and mills, or other causes, the tributaries of
these waters now afibrd but very small supplies. Trout and other fish highly prized for food

abound in the clear mountain streams of Northern New York. Hundreds of millions of "bony
around Long Island for manure and the manufacture of oil from sharks,
other
fish has been at various times carried on with encouraging success. Numerous
and
porpoises,
of fish in certain waters and at particular seaspecial laws have been passed for the preservation
sons but this is now made one of the subjects within the legislative jurisdiction of Boards of
fish" are taken annually

;

;

Supervisors.

United States Ocean Mail Lines connecting

ii

Routes.

N.
N.
N.
N.

T.
Y.
Y.
Y.

via Southampton, England, to Bremenhaven,
to Aspinwall, New Grenada, direct
via Havana to New Orleans
to Liverpool,

England

N. Y. via Cowes, England, to Havre, France

loith

Is
Germany.

New

York, Sept. 30, 1858.

COLLEGES AND ACADEMIES.
In 1754 King's College was incorporated in N. Y. City by patent, and libeAt the commencement
rally endowed by a lottery and grants of land.
of the Revolution it was the only incorporated educational institution in
In 178-i its name was changed to Columbia College; and
the colony.
in connection with it an extensive scheme of education was devised, in

Iwhich the college was to be the center of the system, and subordinate
tho
[branches were to bo established in different parts of the State,
whole to be under the control of a board denominated "Regents of the

—

University."

This board was to consist of the principal State oflScers,
co., and one chosen by each religious denomi-

two persons from each

The number of the Regents was afterward increased by adding 33 others, 20 of whom resided in N. Y. City. This whole scheme
was found to be impracticable; and by act of April 13, 1787, it was superseded by a system which
has continued without essential change to the present time.' By this act the Governor, Lieut.-Governor, and 19 persons therein named were constituted
nation.

Reg'ents of the University, and

required to visit and inspect all colleges and academies,
their condition, annually.
They might appoint presidents of colleges and principals
of academies for one year, in case of vacancy, and incorporate new colleges and academies, providing the revenue of the latter should not exceed the value of 4,000 bushels of wheat annually. In

and report

1842 the Secretary of State, and in 1854 the Superintendent of Public Instruction, were made ex
members of the Board of Regents. Vacancies are filled by the Legislature in the same manner

officio

that U. S. Senators are appointed; and Regents hold their oflBce during life, unless they resign or
by removal from the State, by accepting the office of trustee in an incorporated

forfeit their place

college or academy, or by accepting a civil office the duties of which are incompatible with their
duties as Regents:" but the members maybe removed by concurrent resolution of the Senate and

They receive no pay. Under a special act of 1791, the Regents appoint the faculty
of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the City of N. Y. and confer degrees upon its graduates.*
They confer the honorary degree of M.D. upon four persons annually, upon recommendar
Assembly.'

tion of the State Medical Society, and may grant any honorary degree.
They have exercised
this right by conferring the degree of LL.D. upon 12 persons since their first organization.*

In 1821 they were authorized to incorporate Lancasterian and select schools.® In 1844 the Regents
were made trustees of the State Library, and, with the Superintendent of Schools, were charged
with the supervision of the State Normal School. In 1845 they were made trustees of the State
Cabinet of Natural History, and in 1856 were intrusted with what remained of the publication of
the colonial history. Their secretary and the Secretary of State are commissioners to superintend
the completion of the publication of the natural history of the State.
The Regents annually apportion $40,000 of the income of the Literature Fund^ among academies,
in proportion to the number of students pursuing the classics or the higher English branches ;
1 The
authorship of this system has been generally ascribed to
Alexander Hamilton, then in the Assembly. The original drafts
of the act, still preserved, and the legislative journals of that
period, show that Ezra I'Hommedieu, then in the Senate, was
prominently concerned in its passage, if not the original mover.
The bUl was introduced in the Senate upon a petition from Clinton Academy, in Suffolk co.
2 What these offices are does not
appear to have been settled.
On several occasions an appointment to the bench of the Supreme
Court has created a vacancy. Non-attendance at the meetings
of the Board during one year has also been construed to vacate
the seat of a Regent.
8 This
power has never been exercised by the Legislature.
* A similar
power existed with regard to the Western College
of Physicians and Surgeons at Fairfield, during its existence.
5 The
honorary degree of M. D. had been conferred upon 120
persons previous to 1859. Resolutions were passed, Oct. 14, 1851,
for conferring the degrees of Doctor of Philosophy and Doctor of
Literature but none have been granted.
6 This
right has been exercised four times, viz. :^
Select School at Henrietta, Monroe co., July 2, 1827.
Lewiston High School Academy, Niagara co., April 16, 1828.
Fabius Select School, Onondaga co., Feb. 27, 1841.
Hunter Classical School, Greene co., June 23, 1851.
Lancasterian schools were incorporated by special acta, as
;

follows :

—

Albany, Lancaster School Soc,

May

26, 1812.

Catskill,
20, 1830.

Lancaster School Soc, March 14, 1817. Repealed April

Hudson, Lancaster

Soc., April 15, 1817.

Schenectady, Lancaster School Soc, Nov. 12, 1816.
Poughkeepsie, Lancaster School Soc.
' This fund
originated with certain tracts of land reserved for
literature, and was largely increased by four lotteries, granted
April 3, 1801, by which $100,000 were to be raised for the joint
benefit of academies and common schools, but chiefly for the
latter.
In 1816, the avails of the Crumhorn Mountain Tract,
amounting to $10,416, were given from the general fund to academies and common schools; and in 1819 the arruars of qnitrents, amounting to $53,380, were also thus equally divided. In
1827, $150,000 was given to this fund by the Legislature; and on
the 17 th of April, 1838, the sum of $28,000 was set apart annually,
from the incomo of the XJ. S. Deposit Fund, for distribution
among academies. The sum previously applied for this purposo
was $12,000 annually and since 1834 a small part of the income,
aside from this, has been applied, from time to time, to the pur
chase of apparatus.
This fund was managed by the Regents until, by act of Jau.
25, 1832, it was transferred to the Comptroller for investment.the Legislature appropriating the proceeds annually, and the
Regents designating the scale of apportionment.
The principal of the fund amounted, Sept. 30, 1858, to $269,952
.12, aside from the TJ. S. Deposit Fund, and was invested chiefly
in stocks and Comptroller's bonds.
12&
;

•
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designate such academies as sliall receive aid in establishing classes for instructing teachers of
schools; conduct exchanges of books and documents with other States and countries;
maintain a system of meteorological observations at certain academies; and make full reports
of the colleges and academies of the State, the State
annually to the Legislature upon the condition

common

and the Cabinet of Natural History.
of the Regents are, a chancellor, vice-chancellor, and secretary.
They appoint a
Six members
librarian and assistants to the State Library, and a curator to the State Cabinet.
form a quorum for the transaction of business. Their annual meeting is held on the first Thursday of January, in the Senate chamber, and is adjourned for short periods during the session of the
Most colleges report annually to the Regents, but are not uniformly subject to visitaLegislature.
tion, nor do they share in the income of the Literature Fund.
They have generally been assisted
by grants of land or money from the State.
Libi-ary,

The

officers

Colleg'es and Academies are entrusted to boards of trustees, who possess the usual
powers of corporations, and usually fill all vacancies occurring in their number.^ They appoint
professors and instructors, and remove them at pleasure, unless employed by special agreement.
All degrees in colleges, whether honorary or in due course of study, are conferred by the trustees.
By an act passed April 12, 1853, the Regents were required to establish general rules under
which colleges, universities, and academies might claim incorporation, subject to such limitations
and
and

might be prescribed by law, or which, by the Regents, might be deemed proper
formed should possess, in addition to the powers thus vested in them, the
general powers of a corporation, under the Revised Statutes of this State. The trustees of academies
restrictions as

;

institutions tlius

1 Genesee
College, N. Y. Agricultural College, People's College,
University of Buffalo, and University of the City of N. Y., are
owned liy shareholders, who elect trustees, or officers analogous,
for stated terms. The principal State officers are tx officio trus-

tees of Union College; and the Mayor and Recorder of cities
The principal
are, in some cases, trustees of medical colleges.
facts concerning colleges and professional schools may be classed
as follows :

—

Literary and Medical Colleges.
Name.
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possessin" a capital stock

may be elected by the proprietors fur such terms as shall be fixed. The
capital stock of an academy may not exceed §50,000, and that of a medical college formed under
the general law cannot be less than $50,000, nor more than $200,000. All such
charters,
exceptr

ing those containing provisional conditions, are porpetual.
Theological Seminaries in the State of New York."
•s..

Location.

Najtb.

Denomination.

Date of Ealablishvient.
t^-^

General Theological Seminary of P. E. Church
Hartwick Seminary (Theological Department)
Martin Luther College (Theological Department')
Rochester Theological Seminary
St.

Joseph's Theological Seminary
Lawrence University (Theological Dep.)
Theological Department Mailison University
Theological Seminary of Auburn
Theological Seminary of Associate Heformeil Church.
Union Theological Seminary

New York

P. E.

Ilartwick
Buffalo

Lutheran
Lutheran

Rochester
Fordliam

Baptist
R. C.
Univcrsalist
Baptist
N. S. Presb.
A. R. Presb.
N. S. Presb.

Canton
Hamilton

St.

,

Auburn
Newburgh

New York

«

Mostly upon authority of the American Almanac of 1859.
Several of these possess liberal endowments, and defray the personal expenses of the students attending them. Tuition fees

The following

58
5

430
52

11,963
1,250

1850
1846
1S58
1820
April 14, 1820

36

50

6,500

24
30
11
106

2()2

580
U.3
211

7,500
6.000
3.200
18,000

Nov.

4,

18.30

1836

no cases required from those receiving
All the above are now in operation.

are, it is believed, in

struction.

in-

institutions have been projected, but have not been established, or have ceased
to exist

Name.

:

—

BemarJa.

Date of Incorp.
Applications were made

Albany College

Auburn University
Auburn Female University
Brockport College
College
Central Medical College and Syracuse Medical \
College
i
Clinton College, Fairfield
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Wes-I
tern District, Fairfield
J
Flushing College
Ithaca College
Kingston College
Medical Department of Columbia College
N. Y. College of Dental Surgery, Syracuse
Richmond College, Richmond co
St. Paul's College, College Point, Flushing, L. I.
Troy Medical College
University of Western N. Y., Buffalo
Washington College, Richmond co
Westminster College, Buffalo

Feb. 26,1826
Jan. 29. 1852
March 4, 1830

Cayuga

1849

Mar.

25,

1816

June

12,

1812

April ioj 1822

1793
April 13,1852
AprU 18, 1838
May 9, 1840
April's,' 1836
Jan. 27, 1827
April 17, 1851

Besides these, several institutions bearing the name of colbut of which no general statistics
leges have been established,
•'
have been obtained. Among them are the Martin Luther Col'•
in
of St. Francis Xavier," (R.
the
at
Buffalo,
College
lege,"
"
and
Convent,"
inaugurated Oct.
New York ; Franciscan College
" De Veaux
for
co. ; the
CoUege
at
Cattaraugus
Allegany,
4, 1858,

C)

Tabular

Summary of

i.

Albany Medical College
College of Physicians and Surgeons, N. Y
Columbia College
Genesee College

Hamilton College
Hobart Free College
Madison University
Medical Institute Geneva College
Medical Department of University of N. Y....
Medical Department of University of Buffalo.
Metropolitan Medical College
New York Central College
New York Medical College
St. John's College
Troy University
University of City of New York
University of Rochester

for

a college in 1795, but refused.

Provisions of charter not complied with.
Never organized.
Never organized.
Applications made Feb. 15, 1802. Refused.
institutions were
( After a few courses of lectures, these
abandoned.
\
Conditions not complied with.
f Courses of lectures were held until 1840, the Regents con1
ferring the degrees.
Applications refused Feb. 20, 1845.
Conditions not complied with.
Applications refused in 1779, 1804, and 1811.
Discontinued in 1814.
Discontinued in a short time.
Never organized.
Closed in a short time.
Application refused, Feb. 16, 1824.

Never organized.
Conditions not complied with.
Never organized.

Orphan and Destitute Children," incorporated April 15, 1853,
and located at Suspension Bridge, Niagara CO.; and the "St.
Peter's College," (R. C.,) in course of organization, at Troy.
Most of these are unincorporated, none of them possess the right
of granting degrees, and they generally partake more of the
character of academies than of colleges.

Colleges as reported Jan. 1859,

Name.

Union College

1817
1S16

for

the year previous.
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Statistics

Names.

Academy at Little Falls
Academy of Dutcbess Co
Albany Academy
Albany Female Academy....Albion Academy

Academy
Amenia Seminary

Alfred

Ames Academy
Amsterdam Female Seminary
Argyle Academy
Auburn Academy
Augusta Academy
Aurora Academy
Ball

Seminary

Bingham ton Academy
Brockport Collegiate Institute
Brookfield

Academy

Brooklyn College & Poly tech. Inst..
Buffalo Female Academy
Cambridge Washington Academy...
Canajoharie

Academy

Canandaigua Academy
Canton Academy
Gary Collegiate Seminary
Cayuga Academy
Champlain Academy
Cherry Valley Academy
Chester Academy
Cincinnatus Academy
Clarence Academy
Claveraek Academy & II. R.
Clinton Grammar School
Clinton Liberal Institute
Cortland Academy
Cortlandville Academy
Dansville Seminary
Deaf and Dumb Institution

_.

Inst...

-.

—

.

Delaware Academy
Delaware Literary Institute
De Ruyter Institute

Dundee Academy
East Bloomfield Academy
Ellington Academy
Erasmus Hall Academy
Fairfield

_.

Academy

Falley Seminary

Farmers' Hall Academy
_.
Fort Covington Academy
Fort Plain Seminary and Female
Collegiate Institute

__.

Franklin (Malone) Academy
_.
Franklin ^Prattsbu^gh) Academy..
Fredonia Academy
Friendship Academy

Galway Academy
Genesee Conference Seminary
Genesee Wesleyan Seminary
Genesee and Wyoming Seminary...
Genesee Academy

Geneva Union School
GUbertsville

Academy &

Coll. Inst.

Glens Falls Academy

Union Seminary
Gouverneur Wesleyan Seminary....
Grammar School Columbia College
Grammar School Madison Univ
Grammar School N.Y.Cent. Coll...
Gloversville

Granville Academy
Greenville Academy

Groton Academy
Hamilton Academy
Hamilton Female Seminary
Hartwick Seminary

HoUey Academy
Hudson Academy
Ithaca Academy
Jamestown Academy
County Institute
Johnstown Academy
Jefferson

Jonesville

Academy

Jordan Academy

of Academies from

the Regents' Report

of 1859.
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Staiisiics

of Academies from

Names.

1
i
Kepseville

Academy
Kinderbook Academy
Kingsboro' Academy
Kingston Academy
Liberty Normal Institute

_
,

LiKkport Union School
Lowville

Academy

_

Lyons Union School
Macedon Academy
Manlius Academy
Marion Collegiate Institute
Mayville

Academy

Medina Academy
Mexico Academy
Middlebnry Academy
Monroe Academy

Montgomery Academy

_

Monticello Academy
Moravia Institute
Moviiit Morris

Union Free School.

Mount Pleasant Academy
Munro Collegiate Institute
New Paltz Academy

New York Conference Seminary....
New York Free Academy
North Granville Female Seminary.
North Hebron Institute
North Salem Academy
Norwich Academy

Nunda

Literary Institute

Ogdensburgh Academy
Oneida Conference Seminary
Onondaga Academy
Ontario Female Seminary
Oswego High School
Ovid Academy
Owego Academy
Oxford Academy

,

Packer Collegiate Institute

Palmyra

Classical

Peekskill

Union

School....

Academy

Perry Academy
Peterboro'

Academy

Phelps Union Classical School
Phipps Union Seminary
Plattsburgh Academy

Pompey -Academy
Poughkeepsie Female Academy...

Academy
Academy

Prospect
Pula.«ki

Randolph Academy
Ked Creek Union Academy
Rensselaerville

Academy

Richburgh Academy
Rochester Female Academy
Rogersville Union Seminary

Rome Academy

Rural Seminary
Rushford Academy
Rutgers Female Institute
Sag Harbor Institute
St.

,

Lawrence Academy

Saugerlies

Academy

Sauquoit Academy
Schenectady Union School
Schoharie Academy

,

,

Schuylerville Academy
Seneca Falls Academy

Sodus Academy
Spencertowu Academy
Springville
S. S.

,

Academy

Seward Institute

Starkey Seminary

Susquehanna Seminary
Troy Academy
Troy Female Seminary
Truniansburgh Academy
Unadilla

Academy

Onion Hall Academy
Union Literary Society
Union Village Academy

,

„

the Begents'

Report of 1859, continued.
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Statistics

of Acadeinies from

Nakes.

tJtica

Academy
Academy

Utica Female

Vernun Academy
Wallkill Academy
Walton Academy
Walworth Academy
Warsaw Union School
Warwick Institute
Washington Academy
Washington Co. Seminary &
Waterloo Union School
Waverly Institute
Webster Academy
Westfield Academy
West Wintield Academy

C. I...

Whitehall Academy

Whitestown Seminary
Wilson Collegiate Institute
Windsor A-cademy
Yates Academy
Tates Polytechnic Institute
Total

949

tlie

Regents^ Report of 1859, continued.

COLLEGES AND ACADEMIES.
Academies incorporated since 1717, continued.
Name.
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Academies incorporated since 1777, continued.
Name.
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Academies incorporated since 1777, continued.
Name.
Inst. Deaf k DumW
North Oraaville Female Sem...
North UobrOD Institute
North Siilem AcademyNorwich Academy
Norwich Union Seminary

New York

Nunda

Incorp. by
LfifiskUure.

Location.

Literary Institute

Ogdensburgh Academy'
Olean Academy
Oneida Conference Seminary"..
Oneida Inst, of Sci. & Industi-y
Oneida Seminary

Onondaga Academy
Ontario Female Seminary
Ontario High School
Orleans Academy
Oswegatchie Academy

New York

City

Granville,

Washington co

AprU 15,

Owego Academy
Oxford Academy
Oyster Bay Academy
Packer Collegiate Institute

O.xford, Chenango co
Oyster Bay, Queens co
Brooklyn, Kings co

Palmyra Academy
Palmyra High School
Palmyra Classical Union School

Palmyra,
Palmyra,
Palmyra,

Peekskill

Peekskill, Westchester co
Pembroke, Darien, Genesee co..
Penfield, Monroe co
Perry, Wyoming co

Academy
Pembroke & Dariea

Class. Sch.

Penfield Seminary

Perry Academy
Perry Center Institute
Peterboro Academy
Phipps Union Seminary

Perry Center,

Plattsburgh Academy

Pompey Academy
Poughkeepsie Collegiate School
Poughkeepsie Female Academy
Poughkeepsie Female Seminary

Academy

Preble High School

Princetown Academy
Prospect Academy
Pulaski Academy

Randolph Acad. Association.....
Red Creek Academy
Redhook Academy
Rensselaer Polytechnic Inst....
Rensselaerville

Academy
Rhinebeck Academy
Richburgh Academy

6,

1825

April 13, 1826

Mar. 19, 1853
AprU 11,1842
Mar. 2S, 1829
April 7, 1857
April 16, 1S38
April 6,1838

co

April 21, 1828

Rochester Collegiate Institute..
Rochester Female Academy
Rochester High School

Richmondville, Schoharie
Minisink, Orange co
Riga, Monroe co
Rochester, Monroe co
Rochester, Monroe co
Rochester, Monroe co

Rochester Inst. General Ednc.
Rochester Inst. Practical Educ.

Rochester, Monroe co
Rochester, Monroe co

Rockland County Female

Inst.

Rogersville Union Seminary....

Rome Academy
Rome Academy

,

Royalton Center Academy
Rural Academy
Rushford Academy

May
May

26,
10,

isse
1836

June

4,

& Sci.
Saugerties Academy
Sauquoit Academy

Inst

.Schaghticoke Seminary

Schenectady Academy"
Schenectady Lyceum & Acad/..
Schenectady Young Ladies' Sem
Schoharie Academy

,

May

<

8,

1837

,

co....

April 30, 1839

April 21, 1837
Mar. 16, 1827

Seminary

AprU 9,1839

Montgomery, Orange co
Rushford, Allegany co

AprU

Oct.
8, 1857
April 7, 1854
Jan. 31, 1843
Jan. 23, 1853
Feb. 11, 1840
Mar. 15, 1842
Mar. 4, 1829
Mar. 11, 1811
Feb. 9, 1839
Fob. 28, 1837

name

Extinct.
Extinct.

Extinct.

Extinct.

Provisional Charter.
Extinct.

Extinct.

Oct.

20,

Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Jan.
Feb.

24, 1851

13,

Extinct.

Not organized.
Extinct.

1846
1829
1846
30, 1845
23, 1841
AprU 12, 1850
5,

23,

Extinct.

6,

Feb. 10,18.54
Feb. 11, 1840
May 11, 1846
Feb. 26, 1839
Feb.
5, 18.39
AprU 19, 1831

Became

private inst. 1855.

Extinct.

Extinct.
in Rochester Collegiate Institute.

Merged

Extinct.
Extinct.
Provisional charter.

Extinct.
iiiir'. "i5,

'1849

"l,"i852

Not organized.

Mar. 4, 1852
Jan. 23,1840

1826
Jan. 20,1848
Mar. 25, 1816

Flushing, Queens co
Sand Lake, Rensselaer co
Saratoga Springs
Saugerties, Ulster co
Sauquoit, Oneida co
Schaghticoke, Rensselaer co.
Schenectady, Schenectady co
Schenectady, Schenectady co....,
Schenectady, Schenectady co
Schoharie, Schoharie co

;"

1839

AJj'rii

April 10, 1838

City

Genesee Conference

1833

5,

Oct. 12, 1865
Jan. 28, 1853

Royalton, Niagara co

« Entitled to a share of the Literature Fund
by act of AprU
15, 1830.
'
Merged in the Public School System of Ogdensburgh by
»ct of April 13, 1857.
"
as the "
of the

Incorp.

2,

Feb.

Extinct.
Provisional Chanei

1853

Mar! "27," 1839
April 23, 1823

,

The Propri-

etors of.

July

1853
Jan. 24,1851

April 28, 1835
Jan. 28, 1848

Rye, Westchester co
Sag Harbor, Suffolk co
Potsdam, St. Lawrence co

Saratoga Acad.

Feb.
8, 1796
Jan. 26, 1830
AprU 16, 1828
Jan. 27, 1794
Mar. 15, 1803
Jan. 11, 1855

Jan. 31, 1850

Orangetown, Rockland co

Rye Academy

Sand Lake Academy

5,

April 24,1834

Rogersville, Steuben co
Rome, Oneida co
Rome, On«ida co

New York

St. Paul's College,

9,

April 19, 1828
April 14, 1832

Rutger's Female Institute"*

Sag Harbor institute
St. Lawrence Academy

1851

24,

in Public Scho*>U.

Merged

Mar. 19,1834

Richmondville Union Seminary

& Female Collegiate Inst
Ridgebury Academy
Riga Academy

Feb.

11,

April -iti, 1833
April 25, 1833

co

Poughkeepsie, Dutchess CO
Poughkeepsie, Dutchess co
Poughkeepsie, Dutchess co
Prattsville, Greene co
Preble, Cortland co
Princetown, Schenectady co
Prospect, Oneida co
Pulaski, Oswego co
Randolph, Cattaraugus co
Red Creek, Wayne co
Redhook, Dutchess co
Troy, Rensselaer co
Rensselaerville. Albany co
Rhinebeck, Dutchess co
Richburgh, Allegany co

April 10,
Jan. 29,

5,

Jan. 29,

Mar.
July
April 14, 1825
April 6, 1830

30, 1845

1839
1853
1828
1829
1867
1813
1828

Feb.

AprU
Aprii

co
co

Wyoming

Extinct.
Jail.'

Aprii'20,i835

Peterboro, Madison co
Albion, Orleans co
Piermont, Rockland co
Plattsburgh, Clinton co
Pompey, Onondaga co

Piermont Academy

Prattsville

Wayne
Wayne
Wayne

1817

Mar.' 16, 1837

Ogdensburgh, St. Lawrence co
West Oswego, Oswego co
Cherry Valley, Otsego CO
Ovid, Seneca co
Owego, Tioga co

Oswego Academy

Jit marks.

JUeyents.

Feb. 10,1854
Mar. 17, 1854
Feb. 19, 1790
Feb. 14,1843

Hebron, Washington co
North Salem, Westchester co...
Norwich, Chenango co,
Norwich, Chenango co
Nunda, Livingston co
Ogdensburg, St. Lawrence co-.
Olean, Cattaraugus co
Cazenovia, Madison co
,
Whitesboro', Oneida co
Oneida, Madison co
Onondaga, Onondaga co
Canandaigua, Ontario co
Victor, OntJirio co
Orleans, Jefferson co

Otsego Academy
Ovid Academy

Incorp. by

May

9,

1840
Feb.

19,1846

Extinct.
Extinct.

Aprii 28, 1835

AprU 7,1864
AprU 6, 1849

May ""4,

1836
Jan." "29,' 1793

Mar'. 21, 1837

Mar.

22, 1837
April 28, 1837

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

5,

5,
5,

1839
1839
1839

Extinct.
Merged in Union Coll. 1795

Extinct.

"
changed to
Seminary of Genesee and Oneida Conference"
March 24, 1829, and to the present name May 8, 1835.
''Charter
«

amended March

16, 1858.

Revived by act of April 17, 1818. See also act of April 25, 1831.
to educate females by act of March 2S, lb39.

/Allowed
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Academies incorporated since 1777, contimied.

Schuylerville Academy
Scientific & Military Academy
of Western District

Seneca Falls Academy

Seward

Seneca

Falls,

Rochester,

Kochester

Academy

Sodus Academy
Southold Academy
Spencertown Academy
Springville

Seneca

Monroe co

Academy

Seward Institute
Starkey Seminary

Skaneateles, Onondaga
Sodus, Wayne co
Southold, Suffolk co

Steuben Academy

Starkey, Yates co
Steuben, Oneida co

Academy

Seminary
Sullivan County Academy
Susquehanna Seminary
Syracuse Academy
Ticonderoga Academy

Troy Academy
Troy Episcopal Institute
Troy Female Seminary

Trumansburgh Academy
Turin Academy
Unadilla Academy
Union Academy
Union Academy
Union Hall
Union Literary Society
Union Village Academy
Utica Academy
Utica Academy
Utica Female Academy
Vernon Academy
A'ictory Academy
Wallabout Select Gram. School
of the 7th Ward in the City
of Brooklyn
Wallkill Academy

Walton Academy
Walworth Academy
Warnerville Union Seminary
& Female Institute
Wai'saw Union School
Institute

AVashington Academy

Washington Academy
Washington County Seminary

&

Collegiate Institute

Waterford Academy
AVaterford Female Academy....
Waterloo Academy
Waterloo Union School

Watertown Academy"
V/averly Institute

Weedsport Academy
Westfield

Academy

West Hebron Classical School..
Westtown Academy
West Winfield Academy
Whitehall Academy
AVhitehall Academy
White Plains Academy
Whitesboro' Academy
Whitestown Seminary
Wilson Collegiate Institute
Windsor Academy
Windsor Academy
Yates Academy
Yates County Academy & Female Seminary
Yates Polytechnic Institute
»

5,1839

Aprii21,'l837
May 13, 1845
Mar. 19, 1827
May 7, 1847

April 17, 1826

—
,

April

5,

1828

Binghamton, Broome co
April 28, 1835

Syracuse, Onondaga co

Ticonderoga, Essex co_
Troy, Rensselaer co
Troy, Rensselaer co
Troy, Rensselaer co
Ulysses, Tompkins co
Turin, Lewis co
Unadilla, Otsego co
Stone Arabia, Montgomery
Granger, Allegany co
Jamaica, Queens co
Belleville, Jefferson co
Village,

1834
April 13, 1S39
May 6, 1837

May"

5,'

April 13, 1826
co..

Feb. 11,1840
Jan. 23,1840

26, 1853
April 28, 1837
April 18, 1838

co....

Orange co....
Walton, Delaware co...
Walworth, Wayne co..
Wallkill,

May

21,

1836

May
May

4.

1839

26, 1841

May

12,

1841

Dec.
Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Jan.
Jan.
Feb.

Mar.
April
Feb.

3,

26,
4,

25.
29,
29,
25,
31,
7,
5,

AprU

8,

Feb.

5,

Extinct.

Merged in Public

Schools.

1847
1830
1848
1848
1828
1839
1848
1831

1854
1839
1858
1839

Extinct.
Extinct.
Extinct.
Extinct.
Extinct.

Jau. 30,1838
July 6, 1854
Extinct.

April" i, 1852
31. 1795
Jan. 11, 1855
Feb. 29, 1792
Jan.
5, 1830
Jan. 23, 1840
Mar. 14, 1814

Fort Edward, Washington
Waterford, Saratoga co
Waterford, Saratoga co
Waterloo, Seneca co
Waterloo, Seneca co

Feb.
Feb.

Extinct.
Provisional charter.

Merged in Public

Schools.

April 28, 1834

April 11,1842

17, 1854
15, 1791
25, 1811

Extinct.

6,

Extinct.
Extinct.

Merged

in

Jan. 21,1858
April

May

18,'

5,

1838
1837

April 18,1839

5, 1839
Mar. 22, 1855
Jan. 30, 1S40
Feb. 14, 1851

Feb.

Apririg, 1828

Whitesboro', Oneida co
Wilson, Niagara co
Windsor, Broome co
Windsor, Broome co
Y'ates Center, Orleans co

May

Penn Yan, Yates

April 17, 1828

Oct. 27, 1848
Jan. 26, 1830
Mar. 23, 1813
Mar. 27, 1845
Feb. 19, 1846

Mar.
Aug,

in Black River Literary

Extinct.
Extinct.

Extinct.

16,1837

co..

Extinct.
Extinct.

April 20,"issi)

"Whitesboro', Oneida co

Merged

Not organized.

11, 1855

jiay' 2,1835
,

Winfield, Herkimer co...
Whitehall, Washington co
Whitehall, Washington co
White Plains, Westchester CO..

co

27,1854

1854
Feb.
5, 1839
Mar. 19, 1819
Aug. 23, 1842
Oct. 11,1855

July

West

Chittonaugo, Madison

6,

1839
1839

Extinct.

co..

Watertown, Jefferson co
Waverly, Tioga co
Weedsport, Cayuga co
Westfield, Chautauqua co
Hebron, Washington co
Westtown, Orange co

5,

Feb. 13,1842
Feb. 10,1854
April 19, 1843

Jan.
Jan.
Mar.
Feb.
Mar.

Warnerville, Schoharie co.
Warsaw, Wyoming co
Warwick, Orange co
Salem, AVashington co
Warwick, Orange co

1841".

Extinct.

May

Cayuga co

Charter repealed Feb. 19,

5,

Mar.

co..

Washington

Brooklyn, Kings

1829
1839

9.

April 30, i839

Utica, Oneida co
Utica, Oneida co
Utica, Oneida co
Vernon, Oneida co

Victory,

23,1840

Jan. 11,1855

Stillwater, Saratoga co
Stillwater, Saratoga co
Bloomingburgh, Sullivan co

Union

Jan.
Feb.

Aprii'i4,"i829

Orange co

Florida,

Warwick

April
co

Spencertown, Columbia co
Springville, Erie co

S. S.

Stillwater
Stillwater

co.

Sherburne, Chenango co

Sherburne Academy
Skaneateles

April 17, 1826
April 27, 1837

lUinarhs.

liefjcnts.

Jan.

Schuylerrille, Saratoga co..

Whitesboro', Oneida co...

Female Seminary of

Jncorp. by

Incorp. by
Legislature.

Location.

Name.

15, 1849
23, 1842

Jan. 25, 1830
April 11, 1853

and Religious

Extinct.

Institute.

Union

School.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
for the establishprovisions have been made by the State
of public schools throughout its borders. To
this end the whole inhabited portions of the State have been divided

Ample

ment and support

into convenient districts, in each of which a school is taught some
portion of the year and is open to all and within the reach of all.
These schools are supported in part by money derived from the
State, in part by a rate bill collected •from parents of children

attending school, and in part by a tax upon the property of the
district.'

Scliool Districts

by school comformed as to best accommodate
all the inhabitants of the various localities and at the same time
secure eflBciency in school organizations. Each district has a schoolhouse and a library. Its
monetary affairs are arranged, and its officers elected, at annual meetings of all the taxable inIts officers are trustees, a clerk, a collector, and a'llbrarian.^
habitants.
missioners.

are formed and altered

districts are so

Commissioners

are elected in each of the Assembly districts of the State outside
and have the general supervision of schools. They examine and license teachers,
the schools, and in every possible way endeavor to advance the general interests of education.

ScIiooI
of the
visit

These

cities,

They report annually to the State department of education.
Tlie State Superiiiteiident of Public Instruction

is

the administrative officer

of the school department. lie has an office in the State Ilall at Alljany, and has a deputy and
the necessary number of clerks. He hears and decides appeals from the school officers and Commissioners, and has the general supervision of the common schools, Indian schools, the Institution

Deaf and Dumb, and all similar institutions in the State. He is ex officio a member of the
Board of Regents of the University, is chairman of the Executive Committee of the Normal
He also apportions the school fund among
School, and a trustee of' the State Asylum for Idiots.
the several counties and districts as the law directs.
The school fund of the State, derived from a variety of sources, in 1859 yielded a revenue of
$264,500.' This sum, and the amount derived from the f mill tax, is divided among the schools
One-third is divided among the districts in proportion to the number of teachers
as follows
employed, and the remaining two-thirds are distributed to the several counties in proportion to
their population, and thence distributed to the districts in proportion to the number of children
between the ages of 4 and 21.
District liibraries were established in 1838 and from that period to 1851, with few intermissions, the sum of !|55,000 was annually appropriated for the purchase of books.* These
for the

:

—

;

In 1859 the amount divided by tlie State among the several
was $1-316,607.18. Of this sum $1,052,107.18 was derived from the J mill State tax, and $261,500 from the interest of
1

districts

common

school fund.
kept of the attendance of each pupil, and the
for teachers' wages above that received from the
in proportion to this attendance. Cost of
assessed
is
State
rate bills abated to indigent
fuel, repaii-s, and the amount of
are
met
by a tax upon the property of the district.
parents
8 IHslrict Meetings decide upon questions of building and re-

the

A

record

is

1819, One-half of the arrears of quitrents
$26,690
"
An exchange of securities between general and
common school fund, by which the school fund

"

gained
161,641
Proceeds of escheated lands in Military Tract given.

By the Constitution, all public lands, amounting to
991,659 acres, were given to the school fund.
33.615
1827, Balance of loan of 1786, amounting to
"
100.000
Bank stock owned by the State
"
"
«
"
Canal '•
150,000
1838, From the revenue of the United States deposit
110,000
fund, annually
An additional sum from the same fund for libraries 55,000

amount due

1822,

fuel and facilipairing schoolhouses, furnishing them, providing
The annual
ties for teaching, within the limits of the law.
tlie second Tuesday
on
of
are
held
officers
election
for
the
meetings
Board
The
of Trustees, consisting
of Oct. throughout the State.
of 1 or 3 at the option of the district, constitute the executive
The Trtistees engage teachers, properly
officers of the district.
furnish the schoolhouse, provide fuel, and execute the wishes of
the district as expressed in the district meetings. They have
The Clerk preserves the
also the care of the district library.
records of the district and calls district meetings.
3 The school fund was chiefly derived from the following
sources
of $100,000, aggre1799, Seven-eighths of four lotteries
$ 87,500
gate
of $100,000, aggregate
50.000
1801, One-half of lotteries
of land sold.
acres
of
500,000
Proceeds
1805,
"
Stock subscribed in Merchants' Bank, and increased in 1807 and '08.
of the Crumhorn Moun1816, One-half of the proceeds
tain Tract of 6,944 i acres, amounting to
5,208

The sum of $25,000 from the revenue of the tJnited States
deposit fund is annually added to the capital of the common
school fund; and the capital of this fund Is declared by the Constitution to be inviolate.
In directing the sale of the public lands, the State reserved
certain lots in the 10 Towns of St. Lawrence co. and in the Chenango 20 Townships, for gospel and school purposes. The proceeds from the sales of these lands have formed a local fund for
the benefit of the towns in which they lie. Many other towns
have small funds, derived from fines and penalties, applicable to
See p. 47.
schools.
:- •
* The
following directions are given in the selection of books
" 1. No works written
professe<lly to uphold or attack any
sect or creed in our country claiming to be a religious one shall
be tolerated In the school libraries.
"2. Standard works on other topics shall not be excluded

:

—
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books on scientific and literary
every person in the district, generally comprise
and affording means of information which would otherwise be unattainable.
Tlie State IVormal Scliool was established in 1844, for the instruction and practice of
teachers of common schools in the science of education and the art of teaching. It is supported
by an annual appropriation from the literature fund, and is under the immediate charge of an
executive committee appointed by the Regents of the University. Each county in the State is
The
entitled to send twice as many pupils to the school as it sends members to the Assembly.
the use of textbooks free, and also receive a small amount of mileage.
pupils receive tuition and
The school is located at the corner of Howard and Lodge Streets, Albany.^
The law makes provision for the establishment of Union Free ScIlOOlS wherever the
inhabitants may desire it, and for the formation of Colored Schools in districts where the

libraries, free to

subjects

children is offensive to a majority of the people of the district.^
presence of colored
Previous to the Revolution no general system of education was established. All the schools
The
that had been founded were of a private character or the result of special legislation.

not been recognized, and education was princinecessity and importance of common schools had
At
the first meeting of the State Legislature, in 1787,
to the wealthier classes.
confined
pally
Gov. Clinton called the attention of that body to the subject of education, and a law was passed
the University. In 1789 an act was passed approproviding for the appointment of the Regents of
lands for gospel and school purposes. In 1793 the Regents
priating certain portions of the public
in their report recommended the establishment of a general system of common schools ; and in
1795 Gov. Clinton in his message to the Legislature strongly urged the same.' On the 9th of
of that year a law was passed "for the purpose of encouraging and maintaining schools in

April

the several cities

and towns

in this State, in

which the children of the inhabitants of the State

shall be instructed in the English language, or be taught English grammar, arithmetic, mathematics, and such other branches of knowledge as are most useful and necessary to complete a good
education." By this act the sum of £20,000, or |50,000, was annually appropriated for

English
5 years for the support of these schools.*

beneficial result of this system, imperfect as it was, became at once apparent and from time
time measures were taken to increase the funds and to improve the system.* The successive
Governors nearly all strongly recommended the passage of new laws for the encouragement and

The

;

to

support of schools f but nothing definite was accomplished until 1811,
because they incidentally and indirectly betray the religious
opinions of their authors.
" 3.
Works, avowedly on other topics, which abound in direct
and unreserved attacks on, or defense of, the character of any
religious sect, or those which hold up any religious body to contempt or execration by singling out or bringing together only
the darker parts of its history or character, shall be excluded
from the scliool libraries. In the selection of books for a district library, information, and not mere amusement, is to be
Suitable provision should,
regarded as the primary object.
however, be made for the intellectual wants of the young, by
furnishing them with books which, without being merely
juvenile in their character, may be level to their comprehension
and sufficiently entertaining to excite and gratify a taste for
Code
reading. It is useless to buy books which are not read."
of Public Inst., 1856, p. 326.
1 Males are admitted at 18 and females at 16
of
years
age;
and upon entering each one is required to sign a pledge that
he intends to become a teacher. The number of graduates up
to the close of the thirteenth year, 1856-57, was 999, and the
number of pupils at that time was 223. The school for several
years occupied the building near the head of State Street, now
known as " Van Vechten Hall." In 1848 the present building
was erected, at a cost of $25,000. The experimental school
taught by the graduating class numbers somewhat over 100
pupils. These pay tuition, and are elected or appointed by the
Executive Committee.
2 Under the Union Free School law a
large number of schools
have been established in different parts of the State. These
schools are supported by a direct tax upon the property of the
district, and the rate bill system is discarded.
Free schools are

—

established in all the cities and in most of the larger villages in
the State by special laws. In most cases the free schools are
graded, and comprise 3 or 4 distinct departments, furnishing
ijistruction from the primary to a full academic course.
Being
entirely free and within the reach of all, they afford to every
child, regardless of his position in life, an opportunity to secure
a thorough English education. These free schools rank among
the best public schools in the country; and they have thus far
proved superior to those in which the rate bill system is retained.
3 la his
message Governor Clinton uses the following lan-

—

"While it is evident that the general establishment
8'uage.
and liberal endowment of academies are highly to be commended and are attended with the most beneficial consequences,

when

5 commissioners

were

yet it cannot be denied that they are principally confined to the
children of the opulent, and that a great portion of the commuis excluded from their immediate advantages.
The establishment of common schools throughout the State is happily

nity

calculated to remedy this inconvenience, and will therefore engage your early and decided consideration."
* The
principal features of the system inaugurated by this act
were as follows
1. The public money was to be appropriated to the several
counties in the proportion of their representation in the Legislature, and to the towns in proportion to the number of taxable
inhabitants in each.
2. The Boards of Supervisors |were required to raise by tax
one-half as much as they received from the State.
3. Each town was to elect not less than 3 nor more than 7
commissioners, to take general charge of the schools, to examine
teachers, and to appertion the public moneys in the several dis:

—

tricts.
4. The people in each
more trustees, to employ

district

were authorized to elect 2 or
and to attend to the special

teachers,

interests of the school.
5.

The public money was

districts in proportion to the

to be divided

number

among the various
of days' instruction given

In each.
6. Annual reports were to be made from the districts,
towns,
and counties.
The returns of 1798 show a total of 1,352 schools organized
and 59,660 children taught.
6 An act was
passed in 1799 authorizing the raising of $100,000
by 4 lotteries, $87,500 of which was appropriated for the support
of common schools. In 1801 $100,000 more was raised by lottery
for school purposes, of which sum $50,000 was devoted to com-

mon

schools.
In 1800 a bill appropriating $50,000 to the support of common schools passed the Assembly, but was defeated
in the Senate.
8 Gov.
.Jay, in 1800, Gov. Geo. Clinton, in 1802, Gov. Lewis, in
1804 and '05, and Gov. Tompkins, in several successive years,
urged u|)on the Legislature the necessity of revising the school
laws and of making more liberal appropriations for the support
of schools. Several bills were introduced into the Legi.slature ;
but they were all defeated in either the Senate or Assembly. In
the mean time the school moneys gradually increased, and were
funded by the Comptroller, laying the foundation of the present
large school fund.
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appointed to report a complete system fur the organization and establishment of common schools.
The commissioners made a report, accompanied by a draft of a bill, Feb. 14, 1812. Tlie report waa

by the Legislature, and the bill became a law.^ Under this act, Gideon Ilawlcy was appointed Superintendent, and continued in office from 1813 to 1821. The great success which this
system met with, and tlie firm hold which it speedily attained, is mainly due to the administrative
t^ccepted

abilities and indefatigable exertions of Mr. Ilawley.
Several important changes were made in the
law during his administration, all of which tended greatly to improve the schools. In 1821 the
office of State
Superintendent was abolished, and the superintendence of schools was made an ap-

to the department of Secretary of State.
Every successive year the Governor and Secretary of State urged upon the Legislature the necessity of systematizing the schools and of
correcting obvious defects in the existing laws.'' In 1835 a law was passed providing for the establishment of teachers' departments in 8 academies, 1 in each of the Senatorial Districts of the State.'
In 1838 the District Library system was established by law ;* and in 1841 the office of
Su-

pendage

Deputy

perintendent was created.^ In 1843 the Board of Town Inspectors and School Commissioners was
abolished and the office of Town Superintendent was substituted. May 7, 1844, an act was
passed
for the establishment of a State Normal School ; and the school was opened at
Albany on the 18th
of Dec. following.®
On the 13th of Nov. 1847, the Legislature abolished the office of County Superintendent, although the act was strongly resisted by many of the best friends of education in the State.'' During

—

same

session Teachers' Institutes, which had existed for several years as voluntary associawere legally established.*
On the 26th of March, 1849, an act was passed establishing free schools throughout the State.
By the conditions of this act the rate bill system was abolished, and the whole expense of the
schools beyond the State appropriation was made a tax upon the property of the district.
This act
was submitted to a vote of the people and was sustained by a majority of 3 to 1. In consequence
of the inequality of the laws in regard to taxes, it was found that the Free School system did not
work well in practice. Kemonstrances poured in upon the next Legislature from all parts of the

the

tions,

I These commissioners,
appointed by Gov. Tompkins, were
Jedediah Peck, John Murray, jr., Samuel Russel, Roger Skin-

ner,

aud Samuel Macomb.

—

The

principal features of this bill

were,
1. $50,000 was annually to be divided among the counties of
the State.
2. The Boards of Supervisors were obliged to raise an equal
sum, to be distributed among the towns and districts.
3. Three commissioners were to be appointed in each town to
superintend the schools and examine teachers.
4. Three trustees were to be elected in each district to engage
teachers and otherwise provide for the local necessities of the
school.
5.

The whole system was

to be placed

under the charge of a

State Superintendent.
* In 1812 the office of School Commissioner was created, and
from 3 to 6 school inspectors were annually elected in each
town, with the same powers and duties as school commissioners. Bills were introduced from time to time to place the whole
system again under the charge of a distinctive ofiScer, to provide for more efficient supervision of schools, to secure more
competent teachers, and to establish a seminary for the instruc-

tion of teachers

;

but they

all failed

of receiving the necessary

In 1828 the number of inspectors was reduced to 3.
The laws that were passed corrected the most obvious abuses
but no great step was taken in advance until 1838.
3 Erasmus Hall
Academy in Kings co., Montgomery Acasupport.

;

Co., Kinderhook, St. Lawrence, Fairfield, Oxford,
C'anandaigua, and Middlebury Academies, were the institutions
in which this department was established.
i On the 13th of
April of this year, the foundations of the
District School Library were laid by "an act authorizing the
taxable inhabitants of the several school districts to impose a
tax not exceeding $20 for the first year and $10 for each succeeding year, for the purchase of a district library, consisting
of such books as they shall in their district meeting direct."
This bill was ably advocated in the Senate by Col. Young, of Saratoga, and the Hon. Levi Beardsley, of Otsego and its friends
were indebted for its success to the untiring exertions and extensive influence of James Wadsworth, of Geneseo. By act ot
.luly 9, 1851, the law was modified, giving to supervisors of
towns a discretionary power of levying a tax for library pur-

demy, Orange

;

poses.

In 1838 an act was passed requiring $55,000 of the school
moneys to be distributed among the school districts and expended by the trustees in the purchase of suitable books for
district libraries, anJ the residue for the payment of the wages
of duly qualified teachers. An equal amount was also required
to be raised by fcixation on the several counties and towns and
applied to the

same purposes.

The first definite proposition to establish district libraries
was made by A. C. Flagg, in his report of 1830.
6 In
1839, John C. Spencer, Superintendent of Schools, recommended a plan of county supervision, which " was urged upon
the department and the Legislature; and under the strong recommendation of the Superintendent, backed by the exertions
of several of the most eminent friends of popular education,
among whom may be enumerated the Uon. Jabez D. Uammoud,
who as early as 1835 had given to the public the details of a

—

plan essentially similar; the Rev. Dr. Whitehouse, of Rochester ; Francis Dwight, Esq., editor of the District School Journal, then of Geneva; Professor Potter, of Union College; and
James Wadsworth, Esq., of Geneseo, this project became, iu
1841, by the nearly unanimous action of the Legislature, incorporated with our system of common BchooU."—Iiandairs Com-

—

mon

School System, p. 44.
6 The establishment of a Normal
School for the professional
education of teachers was strongly advocated by several Superintendents, and had been a favorite measure of many distiaguished friends of the cause for many years. The bill for the
establishment of the Normal School was introduced March 22,
1844, by Hon. Calvin T. Hurlburd, of St. Lawrence. The bill,
as passed, appropriated $9,600 for the first year, and
$10,000 per
year for five years, for the support of the school, under the direction of the State Superintendent and Regents of the University. The Superintendent of Schools, (Samuel Young,) Rev.
Alonzo Potter, Rev. W. H. Campbell, Uon. Gideon Hawley, and
Francis Dwight, Esq., were appointed an executive committee
to attend to the interests of the school. The committee
proceeded to organize the school by the appointment of David P.
Page, Principal; Frederick I. Ilsley, Teacher of Music; and
J. B. Howard, Teacher of
Drawing. Only 29 pupils were ia attendance the first day; but the number speedily increased to
100, and since that time the school has been an uninterrupted
success.

' This office had
become very unpopular in some sections of
the State, in consequence of .appointments
having been frequently made by the Board of Supervisors upon political considerations merely, without the least regard to the qualifications of the appointees. Under the supervision of the
County
Superintendents the schools had progressed more rapidly than
ever before, in the same period and after the abolishment of
that office they steadily retrograded for several years.
s The first
Teachers' Institute in the State was held at Ithaca,
Tompkins co., April 4, 1843, under the direction of James S.
Denman, County Superintendent. Immediately afterward, institutes were held in other counties
and in a few years they
became a fixed institution. In 1847 they were recognized by
the Legislature, and appropriations were made for their
sup;

;

port.
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—

and ia 1850 the law was again submitted to a vote of the people and again sustained, though
by a decreased majority. In April, 1851, the Free School Act was repealed and the rate bill system
State

was

;

reinstated.^

During the session of 1853 a law was passed allowing Union Free Schools to be established
under certain conditions.^ On the 30th of March, 1854, the office of Superintendent of Public Inthus substantially restoring the original system of general supervision.'
struction was created,
On the 13th of April, 1855, a law was passed allowing the Regents of the University to designate
certain academies in the several counties in which a teachers' class might be taught free, the Stat€

—

allowing §10 for each pupil so taught, to a

number not exceeding 20

At the time of the repeal of the Free School act a provision
was made for raising $800,000 annually by a State tax, which
in many of the rural districts practically made free schools.
This tax was afterward made a i mill tax upon all the property
of the State, producing; a sum somewhat larger in the aggregate,
and one increasing with the wealth and wants of the State.
2 The law for the creation of Union Tree Schools was a
recognition of the free school principle and an important step in the
1

in each

academy.

While the School Department was a subordinate branch of
the Department of State, it was impossible to give to it that
cliaracter and efficiency necessary to the best interests and welfare of the schools.
Since the change, every department of education has felt a new impulse and has been constantly improvThe
administration
of the schools has been much more
ing.
perfect, the reports have been more regular and reliable, and
3

the standard of teaching has materially advanced.

progress of education.

School Statistics from the Report of the Superintendent

CI'

of Public Instruction for 1859."

Xo. of chilNo. of vol- Apportionment
dren between umes in dis- of State moneys
4 and 21.
trict library.
/or 1859.

Total receipts.

Total expenses.

$122,068.91
28,818.51
24,123.23
27,601.80
48.535.41

$124,673.71
32.258.36

^1
Albany
Allegany

Broome
Cattaraugus...

Cayuga
Chautauqua...

170
252
211
253
248
305

Chemung

lU

Chenango

274
182
187
182
332
213
326
180
156
110
146
1&3
28
193
373
47
176
193
238
244
120
95
171
397
297
207
184
134
298
319
65
75
199
24
39
464
257

Clinton

Columbia
Cortland

Delaware
Dutchess
Erie

Essex
Franlvlin

Fulton
Genesee
Greene

Hamilton
Herkimer
Jefferson

Kings
Lewis
Livingston....

Madison

Monroe
Montgomery
New York

.

Niagara
Oneida
Onondaga.
Ontario

Orange
Orleans

Oswego

-

Otsego

Putnam

,

Queens
Rensselaer

Kichmond

...

....

Rockland
St. Lawrence
Saratoga
Schenectady..
Schoharie

Schuyler
Seneca.

Steuben
Suffolk
Sullivan

Tioga

Tompkins
Ulster

Warren
Washington..

Wayne
Westchester

Wyoming
Yates
Total
»

.

....

63

203
112
104
350
148
159
159
165
219
130
238
219
159
191
106
11,500

169
259
214
255
247
307
116
277
182
188
182
337
217
327
187
157
111
151
164
33

199
375
47

178
196
239
244
126
95
163
408
296
204
179
132
297
320
65

76
210
24
41
464
230
68
203
112
102
355
150
163
159
165
223
1.32

241
219
148
189
106
11,617

243
262
221
255
278
318
127
286
189
199
183
a37
247
497
182
156
113
151
172
29
203
398
355
179
207
254
336
129

39.559
16,411
13,510
16,121
19,438
19.935
10.641
14,747
18,327
16,503
9,2.54

15.696
21,446
50.773
11.400
11,299
10.551

15,6.54

34.370

197
110
14,286

1,240,176

197
458
369
224
201
143

344
320
68
111
273
38
43

482
245
83

204
112
117

354
161
163
166

183
2.31

123
247
252
211

The above Table embraces returns from Jan. 1

$.34,755.46

18,443.07
15,680.38
17,569.93
21,647.28
22.9.37.75

10,727.63
18,622.61
16,448.91
17,196.20
11,586.07
19.703.21
22.672.83
49,449.52
12.252.48

17,393
11,868
12.308
17,842
2i;051
1,454
24.676
41,536
37,529
15,628
28,040
30.445
36,518
18,048
4,000
23.764

10,644
11.689
1.046
14,136
25,757
50,772
10.358
14.055

12,033
200,000
18,051
38,455
32.478
15.375
21,651
10,514
27,248
18.027
5,489
17,058
28,372
8,133
6,939
31,219
18,145
7,281
12,024
7,108
10.164
25,717
15,192
12,280
10.874
11,993
25,758
7,812
16,296
17.052
27.738
12,072
7,536

1,350

27,018
20,196
17.314
20,859
45,109
33,260
11.571
31,941
18,203
21,719
18,588
28.075
33.915
45.445

11,126.18
9.236.79
12..312.75

12.793.84
1..515.H
15.765.92
28,164.96
68,798.02
11,580.04
15,664.48
18.430.01
34,972.62
11.649.24
207.a32.95
18.105.71
41.891.72

54..588

44,978
27.248
32,929
10,082
31.341
35.009
9.064

83,261.15
17,391.78
21,434.10
11,302.71
28,152.08
21.994.48
5.319.28
15.251.77

23,023
30,382
7,025
9,365
42.898
31,228

28,962.-54

6,617.81
6,311.17
33,173.93
19,624.40
7.394.20
14.505.51
7.912.37
9,968.53
26.672.33
15.123.09
12.004.20
11,737.21

9,5.37

22.578

13,092
16.347
32,010
23.999
12,.519

17.872
21.088
32.632
9,896
30.743
26.240
31.803
25.114
12,170
I

1,448,113

13,272..59

24.249.37
8.832.63
18.526.88
19,301.57
26.908.02
13.924.49
8.203.32

|

$1,316,607.18

to Oct. 1, 1S5S, except the last

40,785.66
19,119.92
29,341.34
23,529.05
34,767.79
17,255.54
28,757.16
46.222.93
138,417.98
19,337.32
15,637.73
14,102.19
23.487.48
22,016.69
2,105.87
27 ,.365.25
49,185.46
246,401.75
17,348.67
26,652.77
31.594.17
112.104.41
23.430.67
951.178.40
37,950.86
72.376.15
80,114.54
36,443.60
53,077.70
19,2.39.56

72.476.06
32.171.15
9,103.17
42,606.25
14,029.12
16,871.63
12,295.09
58..331.45

34.626.32
17,979.08
21.844.73
13.628.71
24,109.69
42.912.11
38,755.50
19,238.68
19,627.49
24.285.06
43,763.04
12,9.53.77

31,963.60
37,833.48
84,648.40
21,750.20

27,529.65
33.362.17
59,294.50
45,440.26
20.558.93
32.506.47
26.198.33

36,898.14
20,937.05
33.603.46
61.889.61

197,405.83
21,271.35
20,802.87
18,713.68
28,726.67
27,027.94
2,364.82
33,633.20
58,063.32
230.877.31
19,408.54
34.072.68

34,847.48
107.480.57
23,430.67
951.178.40
37.950.86
72,376.15
80,114.54
36.443.00
63.077.70
19,239.56
72.476.06
32.171.15
9.103.17
42.506.25
14,029.12
16,871.53
12,295.09
68,331.45
&4,626.32
17,979.08
21.844.73
1.3,528.71

24.109.69
42,912.11
38.755.50
19,238.58
19,627.49
24,285.00
43,763.04
14,063.80
86.966.24
45,994.11
95,156.04
27.744.76

19,089.09

16,417.96

$3,277,255.14

$3,792,948.79

column, which

is for

the year 1857.
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was created by law April 12, 1856, and by the same act the
This substantially reinstated the office of County
was
abolished.
Superintendent
Superintendent, the abolishment of which in 1847 was so disastrous to the interests of education.^
On the loth of March, 1856, an act was passed directing that the school laws should be digested and
cudiiied.'^
By act of April 12, 1858, the school year was changed so as to commence Oct. 1, and
the annual district school meetings were directed to be held on the second Tuesday of Octobi'r.
Mercantile Colleges, especially adapted to instruction in opening, conducting, and closing
business accounts of every kind, and an elucidation of the laws and customs that have been established concerning them, have within a few years been opened in most of our cities.
They depend entirely upon individual enterprise for support, and instruction is usually given by oral illusti'ations, lectures, and examples.'

The

office

office

of

of School Commissioner

Town

CHUECHES.
various church organizations in the State are independent of each other and are supported
The aggregate amount of church property in the State, and the
entirely by private contributions.
amount annually raised for religious purposes, is immense. The following is a list of the different

The

denominations, arranged in alphabetical order

:

—

Tlie African Metliodist Episcopal (Zion) Cliurcli was formed

in 1820.

The

New York

forms one conference, having in 1852 1,928 members.
Tlie American Swedenborgian Association was formed in 1857, and has its
office in New York City. A Printing and Publishing Society of this denomination, formed in 1850,
State of

collected in the year ending in 1858 $3,108.25.
writings of Swedenborg.

It

owns the stereotype

Tlie Anti Mission or Old School Baptist,

in 1855,

had

plates of all the theological

in the State 18 churches

and

1,101 members.

Tlie Associate Presbyterian Cliwrcti, in 1855, had 26 churches and 3,926 members,
and Tlie Associate Reformed Presbyterian Cliurcli 38 churches and 5,634 memThese two denominations united in May, 1858, under the name of Tlie United Presbers.

byterians.
Tbe Baptist CImrcll

has in the United States 565 associations, 11,600 churches, 7,141
ordained ministers, 1,025 licentiates, and 923,198 members. Of these 43 associations, 812 churches,
738 ordained ministers, 90 licentiates, and 84,266 members are in New York. Its general Benevolent Associations are the "American Baptist Missionary Union," "American Baptist Publication
Historical Society," "American Baptist Home Mission Society,"
" Southern
" American
Baptist Foreign Mission Society,"
Society,"
" Southern
Publication Society," 1847. It has in this State
and
1845,
Baptist
Convention,"
Baptist
2 colleges and 2 theological seminaries, and has 5 periodicals devoted to its interests.*

"American Baptist
"American and Foreign Bible

Society,"

in
1 The School Commissioners have generally succeeded
awakening a new interest iu their respective districts by perthe
schools
and
the
encouraging
teachers,
by
sonally visiting
formation of teachers' associations and institutes, and by reof teachers.
quiring a higher standard of qualification on the part
The schools under their supervision are steadily improving.
2 The
expense of this codification of the school laws was defrayed from the library fund.
3" These institutions are almost indispensable In every mercantile community. They atTord instruction upon every department of business accounts, and Incidentally upon methods of
conducting business generally. Courses of lectures are usually
laws relating to all business
given, in which are unfolded the
matters, and a vast amount of information is given relating to
The most extenall departments of commercial transactions.
sive of these colleges are those of Bryant & Stratton, 7 in numlier, of which 3 are in this State,— 1 at Buffalo,! at Albany, and
1 at New York.— Eastman's Colleges, at Rochester and Oswego,
and Bassetfs College, at Syracuse. There are various other
institutions of the kind in the State, of good local repute, and

of great value to the villages

and towns in which they are

es-

tablished.
*

The Missionary Union was formed

in 1814

receipts fbr
1857-58 were $97,808.77. It has 19 missions, 80 missionaries,
and over 300 churches. The headquarters of the Society are at
Boston. The Baptist Publication Society was formed in 1824,
and has its depository at Philadelphia. It supports 53 colporThe Amer'
teurs, and its receipts for 1857-58 wore $60,585.12.
ican Baptist Home Missionary Society was formed in 1832, and
has its oflHce in New York. It employs 99 missionaries and
Its receipts for 1867-58 were
supplies about 250 stations.
The American and Foreign Bilile Society, formed in
$52,093.33.
1838. has its office at New York. Its receipts for 1857-58 were
$57,049.98. Madison University, at Hamilton, and the University
of Rochester are Baptist institutions; and attached to each is a
;

its

The papers published by this denomiThe New York Examiner, New York Chronicle,
American Baptist, (newspapers,) and the Home Mission ReDord,
and Mothers' Journal, (magazines,) all published in New York

theological seminary.

nation are,

City

—
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divide the State into the New York Eastern, New York
Northern, Black River, and Tioga Christian Conferences, each having
distinct boundaries.
They have in the U. S. and Canada over 1,500 ministers and 335 communicants.
The census reports 85 churches in this State and 9,825 persons usually attending them.
Tlie Congregational CSiurclies of the Union number about 2,900, with 2,400 ministers

Tlie Clii'istian Connexion^

Central,

New York Western,

and 240,000 members. Of these, 425 churches, 400 ministers, and 25,000 members are claimed
within the State of New York.^
Tlie Congregational Metbodists^ were first composed of seceders from the Methodist

They have

Episcopal Church, in 1820.

The

3 churches in the State.

Disciples of Christ have

in the Union over 1,700 churches, 1,100 ministers, and
In New York they reported, in 1855, 28 churches and 2,015 members. The
New York State Convention embraces, besides the State, parts of Connecticut and Vermont.
Tlie Evangelical £iutlieran Churcb embraces 35 synods in the U. S., of which 25 are
connected with a general synod. It numbers 1,083 ministers and 1,920 congregations,* and has of
general societies the Parent Educational, Home Missionary, Foreign Missionary, Church Extension,
Lutheran Historical, and Lutheran Publication, for the purposes indicated by their respective titles.
It has within this State a Theological Seminary and Academy at Hartwick, Otsego county, and
Martin Luther College, with a theological department, at Buffalo.
The Free Will Baptist Church in the U. S. has 28 yearly and 129 quarterly meetings,
1189 churches, 957 ordained and 164 licensed preachers, and 55,209 communicants,® This State

130,000 members.*

comprises 5 whole yearly meetings and parts of 2 others.
The Fifty-First Annual Report of the Baptist Missionary
Convention of the State of New York (Oct. 1858) gives the following statistics of this denomination in New York. The dates
of organization are from the Baptist

Almanac

:

—

S
•S-s

Associations.

e

g

^
Bl.ick River

Broome & Tioga
Buffiilo

Canisteo River

Cattaraugus

Cayuga

Chemung River
Chenango
Cortland
Deposit
Dutchess
Erie
Essex & Champlain....

Franklin
Genesee
Genesee River

Harmony
Hudson River
Hudson River
Lake George

North..
South..,
,

Livingston

Madison

Mohawk

River

Monroe
New York
Niagara
Oneida

Onondaga
Ontario
Orleans

Oswego
Otsego
Rensselaerville

Saratoga
Seneca

Stephentown
Steuben
St. Lawrence
Union
Washington Union

Wayne
Worcester
Yates

...

1808
1823
1815
1835
1835
1800
1842
1832
1827
18.o4

1834
1847
1S34
1811
1811
1828
1838
1851
1851
1809
1812
1808
1837
1827
1791
1824
1820
1822
1814
1843
1832
1795
1799
1805
1821
1832
1817
1813
1810
1834

1834
1830
1842

32
25
21
10
23
19
20
29
19
15
20
19
14

35
19
21
9
18

17
17
15
20
29
41
11

12
16
13
16
21
57
10

10
19
10
24
35
14
23

8

21
19

11
16
17
12
23
15
12
19
23
15
23
16
17
8

17
17
21
18
11

19
13
7

18
9
19
33
12
28
17

19
9
13
16
11
25
13
10
21

20
15
18
13
12
6

2.958
2,755

2,512

381
1.534
2,106
1.856
2,571
2,188

992
1.738
1.344
1.079
1,702
1,908
1,435
1,8G8
4.985

9,013

646
693
2.290

731
3,056
5.532
1,563
2,549
1,866
1,544
1,061
1,670
1,398
1,372
3,258
1,797
1,139
2.149
2,168
2,282
3.691
1,728
1,286

804

Otherwise named "Unitarian Baptists." They originated
between 1793 and 1801, in secessions from Baptists, Methodists,
and Presbyterians. Each church is independent in government ;
and full statistics are not accessible.
2 The, General Association
of New York includes the Oneida,
Black River, Essex, St. Lawrence, Western New York, Long
1

As no

attention

is

paid to State lines

Island, New York & Brooklyn, Ontario, Susquehanna, Albany,
and Puritan of Wyoming & Allegany Associations. The American Congregational Union has for one of its objects the aid of
feeble churches.
In the year ending in 1S5S it expended
$0,154.05 for this purpose.
s Otherwise known as "StilweUites."
* Sometimes known as "
Camphellites," from Rev. Alexander
Campbell, the founder.— Jba; eg Hoyt's Quad. Meg., 1852, p. 253.
6 From the Lutheran
Almanac, 1859. Tho synods embraced
in New York are as follows :

—
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in the State cannot be determined from the reports.

Its

general institutions are 3 mission societies, an anti-slavery society, a biblical school and institution at New Hampton, N. H., and a seminary in this State.
Friends or
have, since 1827, been divided into 2 distinct branches, known
"
" Orthodox." The Hicksites have a
Ilicksite" and
as
general meeting for the United States and
Canada, which is divided into 6 yearly, 33 quarterly, and 138 monthly meetings in the U. S., and

The

Quakers

2 half-yearly and 6 monthly meetings in Canada. This State is embraced within the New York
and the Genesee yearly meetings, the former of which extends into New Jersey and the latter into
Canada. There are of the New York yearly meeting in this State 7 quarterly and 31 monthly
meetings of the Genesee yearly meeting 2 quarterly and 8 monthly meetings.
The Orthodox Friends divide the United States and Canada into 8 yearly, 1 half-yearly, C5
;

and 222 monthly meetings. The New York yearly meeting comprises
15 quarterly, and 43 monthly meetings, of which 9 entire and a part of 1 other
28 monthly meetings are within the State, the remainder being in adjoining States
Methodists^ originated in the year 1800, and number about
quarterly,

The German

have in

The

1 half-yearly,

quarterly and
and Canada.^
20,000.

They

New York

about 15 churches and 3,000 members.
Mennonites have in the Union 300 churches

and 36,280 members: of these, 6
churches and 442 members were reported in Western N. Y. in 1855.
Methodist Episcopal Churcli in the United States was divided in 1844 into the

The

Church North and the Church South, forming two independent organizations, differing only upon
the question of slavery. The Church North embraces 49 annual conferences, 5,365 traveling, 769
The
superannuated, and 7,169 local preachers, and 820,514 members and probationers.
This State
total number of preachers in both divisions is 20,644, and of members 1,476,291.
embraces 5 entire and parts of 4 other conferences, which are subdivided into districts and cirThe Sunday School Union of the M. E. Church North recuits, each with definite boundaries.
ports 11,229 schools, 120,421 officers and teachers, 639,120 scholars, and 2,054,253 volumes in S. S.
Its Tract Society has auxiliaries in each conference, and distributes large quantities of
libraries.
"
The Good News." Its Missionary Society supports 44 foreign mistracts and a small paper called
sionaries and 76 helpers, and 302 missionaries and 214 helpers among the Indians and foreign
"
Book Concern" carries on an amount of publication equaled by that of few
populations. Its
in the country, including books, papers, and magazines.
This denomination has
firms
private
within the State 1 college and 10 seminaries, in connection with annual conferences.'
The Methodist Protestant Church was formed Nov. 1830. It divides the Union
The census reports as belonging to this denomination in
into conferences, stations, and circuits.
this State, in 1855, 46 churches and 1,605 members.
The Presbyterian Church existed as one body until 1837, when it was divided into
" Old School" and " New School," which form two distinct
organizations, with similar professions
of faith but different views of discipline. The Old School General Assembly of the U. S. report
33 synods, 159 presbyteries, 2,468 ministers, 3,324 churches, and 259,335 communicants. During
T^" missionary societies under the charge of this society are
the Free Will Baptist Foreign Mission Society, which supports
B missionaries and their iamilies at Arissa, India, the Free
Will Baptist Home Mission Society, and the Free Will Baptist
Female Missionary Society. The Whitestown Seminary, occupying the premises erected for the Oneida Institute, formerly a
manual labor school, is under the auspices of this denomination.
1 The names of
quarterly meetings within the State, with the
number of monthly meetings in each, according to Foulke's
i^neiids' Almanac for 1858, are, in the New York yearly meeting, Westbury, 6, Purchase, 3, Nine Partners, 3, Stanford, 4,
Kaston, 5, Saratoga, 5, Duanesburgh, 5; in the Genesee yearly
meeting, F.irmington, 5, Scipio, 3.
The quarterly meetings within the yearly meeting, according
to Wood's Book of Meetings, 1858, are as follows, with the date
of establishment and number of monthly meetings iu each:
Westbury, (1676,) 2; Purchase, (prior to 1746,) 3; Nine Partners. (1783.) 3; Stanford, (1800.) 3; Ferrisburgh, (partly in Ver-

—

New York, 2; in Vermont, Farmington,
(1810,) 5; Butternuts, (1812, imder the name of Duanesburgh,
changed in 1838,) 3; Saratoga, (1793, in 1795 changed to Easton,
in 1815 divided into Saratoga and Easton, and in 1835 the latter
mont, 1809.) 1; in

discontinued,) 3; Scipio, (1825,) 2; Le Ray, (1830,) 3. The
meeting mthin New York was established at Oyster Bay,
by Kichard Smith and others who were banished from Boston
in 1656. The persecutions of that colony drove others to Rhode
Island and Long Island, and meetings were established at Oyster Bay, Gravesend, Jamaica, Hempstead, Flushing, and other

was

first

places, at
>

an early period.

Correctly

known

as Evangelical Association, or Albrights.

8

The following is a summary of the Conferences in New
Those marked with a star are partly in other States.

York.
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the year ending ]May, 1858, $2,544,692 was raised for various religious and benevolent objects. Its
general objects of promotion and extension are conducted by Boards and it has various funds for
The State of New York embraces the greater part of 3 synods.^
special objects.
;

Tlie

^ew

Scliool

Presbyterian

General Assembly of the United States reports 26

and 143,510 communicants. During
synods, 120 presbyteries, 1,612 ministers, 1,687 churches,
the year ending May, 1858, $273,965.90 was raised for domestic and foreign missions, education,
and publication. It has several committees for the promotion of its general objects, and has in this
and several

State 2 theological seminaries

periodicals.'*

Tlie Primitive Metliodists have 2 churches and about 500 members

in this State.

They

have in the Union over 1,200 members.

Tlie Protestant Episcopal Clturcli embraces

in the

Union 31 dioceses and 4 mis-

39 bishops, 1,979 clergymen, and 127,953 communicants.

sions, 1,995 parishes,

Total contribu"

tions for missionary and charitable purposes, $1,265,642.96. Its general institutions are the Gene"
ral Theological Seminary,"
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society," the
York, the

New

" General Protestant
"
Episcopal Sunday School Union and Church Book Society," the Protestant
" Western Church
" Prot. E. SoHistorical
the
Extension
and
the
Society,"
Episcopal
Society,"

Promotion of Evangelical Knowledge."

ciety for the

Tlie Diocese of IVc^v York' embraces
son, Oneida, Lewis,

and Jefferson

cos.,

all e. of the e. lines of Broome, Chenango, Madiand comprises 275 parishes, 321 clergymen, and 22,411

communicants.
Genesee

—Buffalo, Niagara, Genesee, Wyoming, and Olean.
—

Oneida Oneida, Chenango, Cortliind, Auburn, and Cazenovia.
Troy Troy, Albany, Saratoga, Plattsburgh, and 3 in Vt.
Black Miver Rome, Syracuse, Oswego, Adams, Watertown,
Ogdensburgh, and Potsdam.
Erie Fredonia. The remainder in Ohio and Penn.

—

—

—

Eo^t Genesee

—Geneva, Rochester, West
Lima.
—Newand
York, (E.

Rochester, Bath, Corn-

ing, Elmira,

Xfew York East
in Conn.

Wyoming

district,)

—Binghamton and Owego, in

Long

part

;

Island,

and 2

the remainder in

Penn.

The offices of the several Missionary Societies and of the Book
Concern are at 200 Mulberry St., N. Y. The periodicals issued
from that establishment are the Christian Advocate and Jourthe Quarterly Review, the National
nal, a weekly newspaper
Magazine, and the Ladies' Repository, octavo magazines and
the Sunday School Advocate, The Good News, and the Missionary Advocate, small newspapers. The Northern Christian Advocate, at Auburn, is also an official publication of this denomination. Under the auspices of this Church are the Genesee
the Amenia Seminary,
College, at Lima, Livingston co.
Dutchess CO. Ashland Collegiate Institute, Greene CO.; Charlotte Boarding Academy, Schoharie co.; Falley Seminary, Fulton, Oswego CO. Genesee Wesleyan Seminary, Lima, Livingston
JonesCO.; Gouverneur Wesleyan Seminary, St. Lawrence co.
ville Academy, Saratoga co.
New York Conference Seminary,
Charlotteville, Schoharie co.
Oneida Conference Seminary,
Cazenovi.a. Madison co. and the Susquehanna Seminary, Binghamton, Broome co. Besides these, a large number of institu;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

:

several of the incorporated academics, are
owned and patronized mainly by members of this denomination.
1 The names of
presbyteries and statistics of churches of this
branch in the State are reported in the Old School Presbyterian
Almanac for 1859 as follows :
tions, including

—

Stnods.

CHURCHES.
Tlie Diocese of Western

113

Xew York^ embraces the remainder of the State, comprising

149 parishes, 129 clergymen, and 10,551 communicants.

The Reroruied

They

Congregational,

Tlie

Reformed

same name

Metliodists originated in 1814, in Vt. Their church government ig
report in the State 8 churches and about 500 members.
Presbyterians, or Covenanters, is derived from the church of tho

in Scotland.

In 1855

it

numbered

and 2,274 members.
of the State belongs to the General
subdivided into the particular Synods of New York
in the State 15 churches

Reformed Protestant Dutcli

Tlie

Cliurcli

Synod of the Ref. Prot. Dutch of N. A. It is
and Albany, the former embracing 16 and the latter 14 classes, of vs'hich 29 are entirely within the
State and 1 partly in New Jersey. In 1855 it reported 3G4 churches, 348 ministers, 130,120 persons attending congregations, and 38,927 communicants. Of these, 260 churches, 259 ministers,
21,027 families, 97,553 total of congregations, and 31,208 communicants, were in this State.
Tlie
Catholic Cliurcli divides the Union into 7 Provinces, 46 Dioceses, and 3
Yicarates Apostolic. The Province of New York comprises the New England States, New York
and New Jersey, and the dioceses of New Y''ork, Portland, Burlington, Boston, Hartford, BrookFour of these are within this State. There are 3 theological
lyn, Albany, Buffalo, and Newark.
seminaries, 1 preparatory seminary, 2 colleges, and a large number of benevolent and educational
institutions belonging to this denomination within the State, and 8 periodicals devoted to its

Roman

interests.^

Tlie Seventh

Day Baptists have in the United States 67 churches, 70 ordained ministers,

and 7,250 members.

Of

these 36 churches are in

New

York.

In 1835 the denomination was

divided into associations, of which the Eastern, Central, and Western are embraced wholly or in
part in this State. De Ruyter Institute and the Alfred Academy are under the patronage of this

denomination.
"
Sliakers, or the "United Society of Believers," otherwise called the Millennial Church,"
numbers in the Union 18 communities and about 6,000 members. They live in "families," and
in New York they are principally located at New Lebanon, Watervliet, and Groveland.
Tlie Unitarians number in the Union 293 clergyman and 250 societies, mostly in Massa-

They have within this State 10 societies. Their only periodical within the State is the
" Christian
Inquirer," a weekly newspaper in Now York City, published under the auspices of
the "Unitarian Association of the State of New York."'
chusetts.

Tlie Universalists United States Convention is composed of clerical and lay delegates from
each State and Territorial Convention, and meets on the third Tuesday of Sept. annually.* The
denomination has a Historical Society, composed of all preachers and laymen in good standing
who
1

sign the constitution.

Its institutions are

It also

has a General Reform Association, that meets in Boston on the

Hobart Free College, at Geneva; and De

Veaux College, at Suspension Bridge. There are besides several
incorporated and private academies supported by members of
Church Wmanac for 1859, pp. 32, 47.
this denomination.
3 The
following statistics are upon the authority of the Catholic
Almanacs of 1859.

—

General Statistics for 1859.

of
York.

Diocese

Churches
Chapels
Stations

on the
Clergymen
•'

Mission...

otherwise
ployed

em-

Seminaries
Clerical students
Colleges

Convents
Academies for Boys
Select schools for Boys
" Girls
"
»
Free schools for Boys
"
"
" Girls
Hospitals

Houses of protection
House of the Good Shepherd
Parochial and other schools..

Orphan asylums
Pupils in Free schools, about

New
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This denomination has organizations in 32 States and Territories, in 19 of
last Tuesday in May.
which State Conventions are held. It has 4 educational, 9 missionary, 1 tract, and 4 Sunday
all of vrhich are of a
school associations, 1 relief fimd, and 1 book and ne-n-spager establishment,

—

It

State character.

has 85 associations, 1,334 churches or

societies,

913 church

655

edifices,

and 9 institutions of learning.
preachers, 18 periodicals,

The Wesleyan
seceders from the

Metliodists.^ This denomination
M. E. Church, May, 1843.

in the United States

was formed by

Besides these, there are churches in the State known as Bethels, Evangelical, German Evangelical
Reformed, Jewish, Calvinistic Methodists, German Methodists, Moravians, French Evangelical
Presbyterian, Protestant Communitij of Inspiration, Second Advent, True Dutch, Free, and Union,
numbering in the aggregate a large number of church edifices and communicants.''

RELIGIOUS, LITERARY, AND BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES.
Societies of a religious, humane, and benevolent character began to be formed in considerable
The objects of these societies enlisted the co-operation of members of the
different religious denominations and of other philanthropic persons, and annual meetings were

numbers about 1822-25.

New York for the several objects.
The time of meeting has been usually in the second week in May, and the appointments were
These societies have
so made that the same persons could attend several of them in succession.
become numerous, and "Anniversary week" thus becomes a season of interest to thousstnds. The
assembling of so large a number of persons from distant sections of the Union has led reformers
held in

of every degree to appoint the anniversary meetings of their societies at the same time and place
and there is scarcely a society for the promotion of religion, morality, charity, or civil and social
;

reform that

is

not thus annually brought to public notice,

operations exhibited, and

its

its

claims urged.

The
gious

societies exclusively

under the control of a single denomination are noticed under the

sects.

—

The principal societies of a general character are as follows:
Tlie American Bible Society, formed by a convention
men,

May

8,

1809, has for

its

object the publication

N. T. City Missionary Society are connected with this denomIts periodicals are the Christian Ambassador, at
ination.

Auburn and New York, and a monthly periodical by
department of the Clinton Liberal Institute.
1 The M. E. Church in
England and Canada

is

the female

thus known.

Church

Counties.

reli-

and

of 60 persons, mostly clergyof, the Bible and parts

distribution

this name in the TJ. S. differs from the others in
rejecting the classification of the ministry as bishops, elders,
and deacons. Their official organ is the True Wesleyan.
2 The
following table shows the general statistics of churches
in the several counties

The church of

:

Statistics.

—
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thereof without note or comment.^

and

local societies,

Tlie

Auxiliary to the American Bible Society are numerous county
through which the greater part of the funds are raised.*

American

Tract Society was instituted in 1825, by the several evangelical denominations, for the purpose of disseminating tracts and books
upon moral and religious subjects.'
Several of the religious denominations have tract societies
of their own.

The American Board of Commissioners

for Foreign Missions was formed

in 1809, for the
purpose of supporting missions in foreign lands.

but

has auxiliary societies throughout this State.
and New School Presbyterian societies.*
It

It is chiefly

1 The
first society within the State for the gratuitoas distribution of the Scriptures was the N. Y. Bible and Common
Prayer
Book Society, formed in 1809. A large number of co. societies
was formed within the next five years. The present society,

Remit-

—

2 The
following table gives the names of these societies, the
date of their organization, and the amount of their donations
and remittances up to May, 1858
:

—

Remit-

Name.

Date.

Albany Co
Allegany Co
Amity Female

May, 1816

Ausable Valley
Brooklyn City
Broome Co

1845
1849
1817
Nov. 1847
April, 1818
May, 1817
Jan. 1855
Aug. 1829
June. 1817
AprU, 1820
July, 1828
Nov. 1826
April, 1821
Aug. 1838

Buffalo City

Caledonia
Caledonia Female
Carlton
Cattaraugus Co

April, 1825
Sept. 1816

Dec.
Feb.
Feb.

Donations.

$19,621.00
1,526.49
329.15
370.04
5,683.76
1,960.01
2,339.91
3,366.72
1,673.97

127.06

tances for
Bibles.
$16,385.20
3,326.92
130.85
804.05
10.054.75
5.171.46
5,329.05
111.28
232.50
91.53

Date.

Ontario Co

Oswego Co
g
Otsego Co
Peekskill Female
Fcm.
Union
Poughkeepsle
Putnam Co
Remson Steuben Welsh
and Vicinity
Rensselaer Co.

July, 1830

Mar. 1826
rune, 1816
Feb.

1817

Sept. 1850

May, 1828
Jan. 1817
June, 1816
July, 18J.6

3,893.68
35,452.61
1,985.72

New

York Calvinistic
Welsh
Sept.
New York Marine
Feb.
New York
Mar.
Niagara Co
May,
North Brooklyn
May,

1844
1817
1829
1830
1816
North Seneca
July, 1852
Nyack Ref. D. Ch. Female May, 1842
Oneida Co
Jan. 1817

Onondaga Co

April, 1832;

546.23
42,091.43
2,457.41
1,726.16
582.19
74.80
15,220.06
7,594.00

2,280.75
6,950.40
1,072.20
5.746.56
175.00

4,699.15
805.32
87.00
12,274.47
2,997.44
147.65
5,482.53
30,785.72
6,814.87
1,345.11
19.282.30
3,768.00

17,369.47

72.86
6,043.89
264,911.73
5,401

.,51

1,726.20

707.73
7.20
20,521.48
12.805.50

5,.373.82

6.249.34
2,191.24
2,450.12
2,300.38
7,4.58.51

2,117.34

3,731.43
12.00
228.08

4,775..31

Yates Co

3,385.60

1,077.02
1,264.36
5,201.34
14,193.70
3,156.16

3,720.58

5,830.78
5,341.42
3,985.20

11,2.37 ..37

243.93
7,277.96
4,454.40
3,982.19
513.23
16.08

1849

Aug. 1816
4,320.90
1,450.75
July, 1816
Oct.
1817
4,754.87
Oct.
1839 15,930.45
Erie Co
698.06
April, 1848
Essex Co
Jan. 1817
909.14
Floyd and Western Welsh April, 1S54
50..30
Franklin Co
381.95
June, 1821
Fulton & Hamilton Co.... Dec. 1816 21,182.49
Geneva
April, 1846
1,117.86
Genesee Co
July, 1818
3,169.47
Genoa
972.15
AprU, 1825
Greene Co
Sept. 1816
6,477.23
Greene
25.00
.^
JMar. 1855
Herkimer Co
May, 1817
3,268.27
Hudson Female
Oct.
1816
1,970.50
Jasper
Aug. 1855
Jefferson Co
Jan. 1817
3,936..37
Lewis Co
544.51
April, 1828
Lewis Co. Welsh
341.60
May, 1850
Co
Livingston
May, 1824
6,542.59
Long Island
Sept. 1817 20.786.70
.Madison Co
Oct.
1816
5,701.51
Dec. 1816
Montgomery Co
390.00
Monroe Co
Oct.
1821 22,828.47
Newburgh
3,784.74
Sept. 1818
New York Female
June, 1816 102,926.12

5,365.39
4,163.76
4,244.35
81.70

2,289.64

April, 1847
Sept. 1856

Wyoming Co

Dutchess Co. Female
Dutchess Co

316.16
2,141.06
22.289.21

Jan.

6.1.31.77

181

5,538.99

166.76

VTavne County

718.56
101.01

Oct.

2,949.35

7,573.77

Watervliet

10.83.5.30

Cold Spring

Columbia Co
Cortland Co
Delaware Co

1..397.13

6,426.71
4,058.68
7,286.94

Rockland Co
Sandy Hill and Fort Edward
Nov. 1848
164.64
Saratoga Co
July, 1816 12,779.61
Schenectady Co
2,741.56
May, 1823
Schoharie Co
Jan. 1817
3,934.40
Feb. 1856
Schuyler Co
358.50
Seneca Associate Ref.
319.71
May, 1846
South Seneca
Feb. 1846
1,735.67
South Steuben
1,267.85
June, 1848
Steuben Co
Feb. 1817
2,085.38
St. Lawrence Co
April, 1820
2,115.40
Sullivan Co
Aug. 1826
2,388.90
Tioga Co
4.272.81
June, 1823
Tompkins Co
4,044.04
May, 1828
ULster Co
Nov. 1816 \1,14591
Utica Welsh and Vic
Jan. 1817
4,479 71
Warren Co
194 44
Sept. 1821
Mar. 1817 19,092.11
Washington Co

Welsh B. S. of Nelson
Welsh B. S. of Rome
Mar. 1855
Welsh B. S. of Holland
Patent
May, 1855
Westchester Co
Aug. 1827

3,738.99

tances for
Bibles.

$ 4,870.93

3,230.82
2,488.15
3,116.79
713.59
1,080.81
120.00

1,879.62
7,807.61
7,547.60
3,404.26
6,634.34
4.291.26
324.39

Cayuga Co
Chautauqua Co
Chemung Co
Chenango Co
Clinton Co

Donations.

Mar. 1817 $ 8,405.15
June, 1816 24,141.22

Orange Co
Orleans Co

;

can Bible Society.

;

Name.

formed in 1816, has gradually increased in wealth and influence,
its operations have extended to almost
every section of
the globe. It has a Bible liouse in New York. one of the most
extensive publishing houses in the world. Its books are
gratuitously distributed, or sold at cost and -the total number of
volumes issued up to May, 1858, was 12,804,014. These are
j.roduced in great varieties of style and in upward of forty
different languages. The society has also published the Bible in
English with raised characters for the blind.
The Baptist and Protestant Episcopal denominations have
separate societies for publishing the Scriptures, although many
members belonging to both of these co-operate with the Ameriuntil

Its central office is in Boston
supported by the Congregational

Feb.
Dec.

18.50

1827

53.35
132.73

184.48

77.40

19,614.17
2,310 82
4,372.10

6,977.71
4,634.73
3,468.60

I

3

This society has a large property vested in a
publishing
house and grounds, corner of Nassau and
Spruce Streets, New
York, and in the stock, machinery, and materials used in the
manufacture of books and tracts. Its fiscal affairs are
managea
by a finance committee. It has 31 auxiliaries in thu State of
New York. The receipts up to May, 1858, were So
^56,711.05,about three-fifths of which were derived from
sales, and the remainder from donations. Previous to May,
1858, this societal
had circulated 1.3,098,013 volumes, 188,971,408
publications,
4,753,741,573 pages; including 149,761 volumes (9,831
.sets) ol
the Evangelical Family
Library, 94,026 volumes (2,089 ^ets) of
the Christian Library, 48,638 volumes (1,990
sets) of the Keli
gious or Pastor's Library. 319..323 volumes (4,557 sets) of th<
Youth's Library, and 160,921 volumes (20,044
the Youth's

American Messenger,

sets)of
society publishes an Aiman.nc, the
and German,) and Child's
and issues books and tracts in tlie Eng

The

Scripture Biography.

(in Engli.sh

Paper, in large editions

;

•

lish, German, French, Spani,sh, Portuguese, Italian, Welsh.
Dutch, Danish, Swedish, and Hungarian languages. It openitta
through branch and auxiliary societies, general agents and superintendents, and paid and volunteer colporteurs. The American Tract Society of Boston, which
formerly co-operated with
this, is now a distinct organization.
Societies of kindred character were formed in the State
pre
vious to this,— the more important of which was the New York
Religious Tract Society, formed in 1812, with auxiliaries in various parts of the country.
4 This
society has established 27 missions, 121 stations, ana
101 out stations in Africa, Greece, Western and Southern
Asia,
China, Sandwich I.slands, Micronesia, and among the North
American Indian Tribes. It employs 373 missionaries and assistants, and 524 native pastors and assistants, has 8
printing
presses, and up to 1858 had issued 1,080,481,083 pages of tracts
and reliirious books. These missions numbered 318 churches,
and 27,740 members; and the educational department embraced
10
_
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American Home

Tlie
Missionary Society was formed May 12, 1826, for the purin feeble and destitute Presb. and Cong, churches in the U. S.^
pose of supporting the ministry
was formed in 1824, for the purpose of enScliool
Tlie
Its central
schools and of supplying them with books.
courao-ino- the establishment of

Union

American Sunday

Sunday
The New York Sunday School Union, auxiliary to this, was established
oflBce is at Philadelphia.
in 1816, and has numerous local subordinate societies in different parts of the State.*
Tlie American Seamen's Friend Society was formed in 1828, and endeavors to
out the intentions expressed in its title by distributing Bibles and tracts, supporting the
carry

the moral welfare of seamen.^
ministry, and otherwise promoting
Betliel Society was instituted in 1836, for the purpose of opening
The"
and extending other means for their moral
chapels for boatmen and mariners, distributing tracts,
"Bethel Flag ;" and has auxiliaries in many
improvement. It established a magazine named the

American

places on the lakes, rivers,

Tlie

and canals.

American and Foreign Christian Union was formed

object of counteracting the influence of the
denominated " evangelical."*

The Central American
assisting

young men preparing

in 1849, for the special
to the class usually

Romish and other churches opposed

Education Society

was formed for the purpose of
In 1858 the society aided 111 students.
Society was formed at Washington, Jan. 1817, for

for the ministry.

The American Colonization

IVc^v York State Colonization
had numerous auxiliaries in the State.*
The National Compensating Emancipation Society, formed in 1857, has for
its object the purchasing of slaves for the purpose of giving them freedom.
The American Anti Slavery Society was organized Dec. 4, 1833,*
The American Missionary Association Avas formed Sept. 1846, as a Home and
Foreign Missionary Society. Business office in N. Y. City. Receipts for first 12 years of its exist-

The

the colonization of free colored persons in Africa.
Society was formed at Albany, April 9, 1829, and has

Present monthly income, §3,000 to $,5,000. It has a slaves' Bible Fund,
and labors for the extinction of slavery. The association publish The American Missionary (paper)
and American Missionary Magazine, both monthly.
Young Men's Christian Associations have been formed in most of the cities and
ence, §421,001.98.

6 seminaries, 17 other boarding schools, 619 free schools, (of
which 312 were supported by the Hawaiian Government,) and
17,020 pupils. The receipts in the year endinc; .Tuly 31, 1858,
were $334,018.48, the principal part of which was derived from
aon-At\ons.—Forty-JVinth lieport A. B. O. F. M., 1858.
1 This
society was formed by the union of two societies previously formed by the Presbyterian and Reformed Protestiint
Dutch Churches. It is supported by the Congregationalists and
New School Presbyterians, and to some e.xtent by the Reformed
Protestant Dutch, Lutheran, and German Reformed Churches.
In 1858. 1,012 persons were connected with this society or its
agencies and auxiliaries, of which 1.33 are within this State.
The number of congregations and stations fully or statedly supplied is 2.0.34: Sabbath school scholars, 65.500; contributions to
benevolent objects, $24,272.28. The receipts in 12 months were
$175.971.37 the payments in the same time were $190,735.70.
Total receipts in 32 years, $3.456.082
total years of labor,
18.871 ; total additions to churches, 150.275.
There are a central and a western agency in this State. the
office of the former of which is at TJtica "and of the latter at
(Geneva. The number of mission.iries aided within the
year was
1.33.
Total contributions, $39,347.96.
2 This movement was
supported by most of the evangelical
denominations but severjil of them have since estfiblished Sunday school organizations among themselves. The American
Sunday School Union had, in 1858. expended about $2,500,000 in
books, and .$1,000,000 more in organizina; Sunday schools.
Its
receipts for the last year were $65,076.14; and "it had formed
1.524 new schools, vrith. 57,787 pupils and 9.694 teachers. The
New York Sunday School Union had, in 1858, 210 schools, reporting 60.000 pupils, 4,825 teachers, 82.294 books in libraries,
.md $13,089 raised by contributions. Sunday schools in some form
are supported by nearly every religious denomination, and are
chiefly for Biblical instruction. A State Sunday School Teachers'
Convention, formed in 1855, meets annually. Its third report,
made Oct. 1858, gave a total in the State of 1,895 schools, 22,263
officers and teachers, and 212.812 pupils.
3 This
society has 15 stations in various parts of the world,
and grants aid to various Bethel operations not connected with
The receipts for the year ending in 1858 were $25.236.20
it.
•ind the total expenses in the seamen's cause about $100.000
2.257 mariners had been received at the Sailors' Home in New
York, and the whole number received into that institution from
:

;

—

:

;

;

It*

establishment was 52,353.

* The association has 61 home laborers
and its receipts in the
year ending in 1858 were $76,603.22. Its expenses in the same
time were $79,604.33. It has agents, and supports chapels in
;

several foreign coiintries.
6 The slave trade was abolished in 1807, and after .Tan.
1,
1808, the cargoes of captured slaves were to be sold for the benefit of the State where they might land.
By an act of March
3, 1819, the General Government appropriated .$100,000 for the
restoration of a large number of Africans to their native conntry. By the co-operation of the Government with this Society
a purchase was made in Dec. 1821, in the neighborhood of Cape
Mensurado, on the w. coast of Africa, from which has grown

the present Republic of Liberia, under the special patronage of
Formal possession was taken April 28, 1822.
this society.
Several of the subordinate State societies h.ave been merged
in anti-slavery and other more radical societies for the termination of slavery. In the year ending in 1858 the receipts of
the New York Colonization Society were $15,634.62.
6 The
expenses of the society for the year ending in 1858 were
$17,052, including those of the Anti Slavery Standard, its prinReceipts, $15,200 from the paper and donations,
cipal organ.
and $17,355 by auxiliaries.
A New York State Anti Slavery Society, with numerous auxiliaries, was formed about 1834—36, and its friends soon organized themselves into a political party. The highest State vote
of this party was in 1844, when it amounted, on the Governor's
ticket, to 15.136.
Slavery existed under the Dutch, and was
continued through the English period of our colonial history.
An act was p,assed March 31, 1817, declaring that every chUd
born of a slave in this State after July 4, 1799, should be free at
the age of 28 if a male, or at 25 if a female. Every child bom
after the passage of the act was to become free at tlie age of 21,
and measures were ordered for the education of children held
in service. The importation of slaves was prohibited. The first
emancipation under this law, therefore, took effect July 5, 1827,
as the law fixed the period as after instead of upon the 4th of
July, as was perhaps intended. The 5th of July has sometimes
been celebrated as their anniversary of independence and hence
" Fourth of
arises the slang expression of
July one day arter."
Those born before the above date remained slaves till their death,
and the census of 1855 reported one such as living in the State.
The number of slaves in New York at different periods has
;

—

been as follows:
1790
21,324 1810
1800
20,613 1814
I

15.017

I

11,480

|

1S20
1830

10,046

75

|
|

1840
1850

4

.—
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large villages in the United States and British Pi-ovinces.
They form a general confederation,
the State of New York forming the fourth district. These associations embrace within their

and prayer meetings.^
of New York is supported by the Unitarian and

objects a library, reading room, lectures

Tlie

Youu^ Men's Christian Union

Universalist denominations principally.

Toung^ Men's Associations

mutual improvement have been formed in various parts
The plan of organization is essentially alike and it
usually includes a library, reading room, cabinet, lecture course, and debating club. Most of
these associations have been organized by special acts, and their affairs are managed by executive
committees chosen annually by the members. They can hold a limited amount of property for
for

of the State and under various names.

;

the special objects of their organization.^
In most of the large villages, associations have been formed for the support of lectures at stated
intervals in the winter months.
They are generally of a temporary character, are re-organized

every season or are attached to academies or other existing institutions.

Tlie THew Yorli State

Temperance

Society was formed April 2, 1829. Its objects
suppress intemperance and limit the traffic in intoxicating liquors. It received the support
of a large number of the best and most philanthropic citizens, and its influence spread rapidly
throughout the State.' Since the formation of the first society, efforts to suppress intemperance
were

to

have been made upon an extended

scale,

and the strong arm of the law has been invoked

to pro-

hibit the traffic in alcoholic liquors.

Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons. " The Ancient and Honorable
ternity of Free and Accepted Masons" of the State of New York is under the government
Grand

Fraof a

and the representatives (the Master and Wardens)
of every lodge in the jurisdiction. As at present constituted, the Grand Lodge dates from 1785,
when Chancellor Robert R. Livingston was elected Grand Master, and continued in office till 1801.*

Grand Lodge, composed of

its

Officers

In 1859 there are 430 chartered lodges in the State, (numbered to 474,) with about 33,000 memnumbering among them a very respectable class in all the walks of life. There is at least

bers,

one lodge in every county in the State, (except Hamilton ;) 93 of the lodges are in the city of New
York and a lodge is located in every considerable town and village. The annual receipts of the
;

1 In
July, 1858, associations of this kind were in active operation in Albany, Albion, Black Rock, Brnoldyn, Buffalo, Cats-

Flushing, Hudson, Jamestown, New York, Oswego. Poughkeepsie, Rondont, Saratoga Springs. SlapUtnn, Tray, Utica, and
Waterford. Those in italics belonged to the confederation.
2 The first
organization of this kind in the State was the Albany Young Mens Association, formed Dec. 13, 1833, and inThe following Is a list of these associaMarch
12, 1835.
corp.
tions in the State formed under special acts

kill,

:

Name and

Date,

Location.

of

—

Remarks.

incorporation.

Albany, Albany

March

CO..

March

Buffalo, Erie co

12, 1835
3,

Fully organized. Library 7,000 vols.
1843 Library in 1855, 7,500
vols.

"

"

12,

1846 Library in 1855, 1,800

May

11,
13,

1842
1846

April
April

17, 18.39
10, 1844

(German) May

vols.

Elmira, Chemung co....
Fulton, Oswego co
Geneva, Ontario co
Port Byron, Cayuga co.
Sackets Harbor, Jefferson CO
Saratoga Springs, Sara
toga CO

April

In.stitute.

Closed.

May

14,

1840
in

1859,
Dec.
1849 /Library
Syracuse, Onondaabout 3,000 vols.
\
ga CO
}
Schenectady, Schenec
March 9, 1839
tady CO
April 10, 1835 Fully organized.
Troy, Rensselaer CO
March 25, 1837 Closed.
co
Oneida
Utica,
Watertown. Jefferson co April 17, 1841 Burned out in 1849.
8

—

;

dues payable at regular intervals, provided money to assist the
sick and bury the dead, and gave certificates of
membership,
which, with passwords and other tokens of recognition, might
enable a memljer to claim assistance among strangers belongmg
to the order.
The License question was submitted to the popular vote May
5, 1846, with the result of 111.884 /;«•, and 177,683 against, license.
The operation of the law was deemed by many to be uueqnal
and its effect upon the temperance cause was unquestionably
adverse. In 1847 the majonties fur license were large in most
of the towns. The " Maine Law," or
;

March 2,1843

-

Franklin

and the State Society are still in operation. About 1841-45 the
"
Washingtonian" temperance movement, originating among
reformed inebriates, spread over the State, and several thousand
independent societies were formed under it, most of which, however, died out with the enthusiasm under which they were
created.
The secret orders of " Rechabites" and " Sons of
Temperance" originated in New York, about 1842, and subsequently those of "Cadets of Temperance," "Daughters of Temperance," "Good Samaritans," "Daughters of Samaria,"
"
"
Knights Templar," Social Circles," and other associations of
a similar class were formed for the avowed purpose of proreform.
Numerous lodges or encampments
moting temperance
were formed, and these societies at one time embraced large
numbers of members. Several of them have been given up enand it is believed none of them are increasing. They
tirely
required a form of initiation and pledge of secrecy, had fixed

The fourth report of the State Society, in 1838, gave 1,538
and 231,074 members. Its principal organ, the Temper-

societies

ance Recorder, was begun March 6, 1832, at Albany, and issued
many years. It also jiublished almanacs, tracts, and circulars
to a large extent. The American Society for the Promotion of
Temperance, formed in 1S27, was in 1836 succeeded by the
" American
Temperance Union." The latter, in the year ending
in 1858, received $1,987.20. Its principal organ is the Journal
of the American Temperance Union, at New York. Both this

prohibition movement,
began in 1851, and was urged by its friends with great force
during .several sessions of the Legislature. A prohibitory law
was passed, but was declared unconstitutional by the Court of
Appeals. The present law regulating the sale of intoxicating
liquors, passed April 16, 1857, provides a Board of Excise Commissioners in each county for granting licenses and prosecuting
violations of the law.
* At the close of his term there were 94
lodges in the State,
of which the oldest was St. .lohn's. No. 1, (yet in active existence,) established in the city of New Yoric in 1757. Gen. Jacob
Morton was Grand Master from 1801 to 1806, De Witt Clinton
from 1806 to 1820, and Daniel D. Tompkins from 1820 to 1822,
when the Grand Lodge became divided. In 1826, at the commencement of the Anti-Masonic excitement, (see Genesee co.,)
there were about 360 lodges in the State, (numbered to 507,)
with about 22,000 members. In 1836 the number of lodges had

been reduced below
4,000.

75,

with a corresponding membership,

—say
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are about $16,000 and during the year ending in June, 1859, the amount expended
was about $3,000 and probably
by the Grand Lodge and its immediate agents
three times more than that sum was expended for the same purposes by lodges and individual
There is in the Hall and Asylum Fund, raised for charitable and educational purposes,
I^Iasons.

Grand Lodge

;

for charitable relief

;

about $25,000, controlled by trustees chosen by the Grand Lodge, (it not being incorporated;) and
a portion of it arising from the
this sum is constantly being increased from various sources,
The fraternity are now all united in one body, under the
stated revenues of the Grand Lodge.

—

Grand Lodge and its subordinates, and are in a sound and flourishing condition.
Grand Secretary and place of business of the fraternity is in Odd Fellows Hall,
corner of Grand and Center Sts., New York. The Grand Lodge is in correspondence and direct
coninuniioation with all the Grand Lodges and Masonic fraternity throughout the world.^
IiKlepondeiit Order of Odd Fello^TS. This order was introduced into the United
States from Manchester, England and the first regular lodge was opened at Baltimore, in 1819.
The Grand Lodge of the U. S. includes 42 subordinate Grand Lodges in the States and Territories,
Canada, and the Sandwich Islands. There are 2 Grand Lodges and 623 subordinate lodges in
jurisdiction of the

The

office

of the

;

this State.2

Sous of Malta. This order embraced in this State, on the 1st of July, 1859, the Grand
Lodge of the State and 8 subordinate lodges, with an aggregate membership of 12,680.

MEDICAL SOCIETIES.
The formation of County Medical Societies was authorized by an act passed April 4, 1806.
They were empowered to grant licenses to practice medicine in the State and to collect of the
members a sum not exceeding $3 annually. Delegates sent from each co. society, in number
equal to the representation of the co. in Assembly, were to constitute a State Medical Society,
which had the power of granting diplomas to practice medicine and to decide upon cases appealed
from the co. societies. Although local societies were formed under this act in most of the counties
then existing, several of them have ceased to exist and there are at present but about 40 county
The State Society was formed Feb. 5, 1807, and is
societies that are represented by delegates.
;

The stated fostiviils of tlio fraternity arc on the 24th of June
'JTth of Dooembor, usually styled St. .Tohn's days.
The officers of the Grand Lods^e and of the .subordinates are elected

The elective Grand OflBcers of the Fraternity are Grand Master,
Deputy Grand Ma.*ter, Senior Grand Warden, Junior Grand
Warden, Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary, and 5 Grand Chap,

annually

laius.

1

and

and the time and place for the " Annual Commnuication" of tlio Grand Lodge is ou the first Tuesday of June, in
the city of New York.
:

Sfatistics

of

tlie

Odd

FeUoios for the year ending Jan. 30, 1858.

LODQES.

V

Lodges, or

Subordinate

encampments

Number
"
«

of initiations....

"

rejections....

died

" members

"
u

a

ti

3,390
16,549
1,713
1.739

176,700
|.^

lieyed
No. of widows and families relieved
Amount p.iid for relief of

memliers

23,151
2,705

$294,992.91

Amount paid for relief of
widowed

Amount
tii>n

families

66,614.55

paid for educa-

of orphans

11,2«4.06

Amount paid for burying
the dead
Amount of annual
ceipts

67,364.70
re-

1.223,686.03
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now composed of delegates from co. societies, 1 delegate from each medical college, 5 from the
New York Academy of Medicine, honorary members by virtue of office or by election, and permanent members elected after 4 years' service as delegates. The annual meetings of the society
are held on the first Tuesday of February. The State Society has maintained a regular organization
from the beginning ; and since 1848 its proceedings have been reported annually to the Legislature and published with their documents.*
Homeopathic Medical Societies may be organized in the several counties under an act of April
13, 1857

;

and such have been formed in Kings, Livingston,

New

York, Oneida, and perhaps other

counties.''

County Medical
Date of

County.

Organization.

Albany

Societies.
First No.

Fint Praident.

Wm.

Firtt Secretary.

McClelland.

July

29,1806

Not.

6,1823

Chester Lusk

1836
6,1806

Lemuel Hudson

Aug.

Allegany

Broomo

of
Members.

Present
No. of
Members.

Charles D. Townsend.,

45

Ammi

20

Donbleday

Cattaraagus

Cayuga
Chautauqua

Chemung
Chenango

Asa R. Howell.,

.

Tracy Robinson..,

Geo.

Mowrey ...

17
6

15
40

11
8

27
22

20
10

40
35

Clinton

Columbia

June,

Cortland
Delaware
Dutchess

Aug.

10,

Erie

Essex
Franklin
Fulton and Uamilton.
Genesee
Greene

Oct.

Herkimer

Aug.

Jefferson

Dec.

6,

1806
1808
1806
1806
1815

Madison

Monroe
Montgomery
New York

,
,

,

Wm. Bay

Owen

Geo.

W.

Adam

Bradford..

J. Doll

Van Kleek

Josiah Trowbridge.,

95

1806

Westel Willoughby, jr

Andrew

John Durkee

Hugh Henderson

lost.

Cornelius

Low

May

29, 1821

Records bunicd
Charles Little

July

27, 1806

Israel Farrell

Alexander Kelsey
Alexander Sheldon....

1,

1821
1806
1806

Nicholas

Edward

1,

1806
1806

Amos G.Hull
John H. Frisbie

1,

1806

May

9,

July
July

3,

July

9
13
9

Farrell

Andrew Vanderze
Organization abandoned
Cyrus Wells
Elijah Pratt
Frederick F. Backus
Stephen Reynolds

1808

Niagara
Oneida

Onondaga

S.

Records

17, 1806

,

Livingston

Lewis

1809

March 2,1822

^1(18
J^wis

Wm. Wilson
Joshua U. Brett
Samuel Bard

65

106

32
46
94
20
450

David Hasbrouck
Walter Colton

29
11

90
62

Jonathan Sweezey

Nathaniel Elmer

22

50

Benjamin Coe
Joseph Wliite

Luther Cowen
Caleb Richardson

7

36

14

37

M.Wells

20

Romayne

,

9
20
20
8

Miller

Ontario

Orange

July

Orleans

Oswego
Otsego

Putnam

July
July

17, 1821
1,

1806

July

18,

1806

May

18, 1850

John Demarest

Oct.

14, 1807

Joseph W. Smith

Queens
Kensselaer

Benjamin Woodward.

Ira

Richmond
Rockland
St. Lawrence
Saratoga
Schenectady
Schoharie
Schuyler
Seneca
Steuben
Suffolk
Sullivan

Oct.

1857

Dec.

29, 1857

July

22,

1806

,

11

Charles WTiipple

W.Noble
Van Dyck
Thomas Shannon

3. B. Wells
Nelson Winton

C. C.

David Conklin

D. Moses Blachely

Andrew

Wm. Livingston

,

11

5

10
7

14

23

28

7

Tioga

Tompkins
Ulster

WatTen
Washington

Wayne
Westchester

July

1,1806

May

8,

Proudfit

,

1797

Archibald Macdonald..

Watson Smith...

Joshua Lee

John Hatmaker,

41

Wyoming
March 4,1823

Yates

The

regulating the practice of physic and surgery
in New York wag passed June 10, 1700. It was amended in
1792 and 1797, and under the latter the judges of State courts
and courts of Common Pleas and Masters in Chancery were,
upon proof of two years' study of medicine, authorized to licen.so
persons to practice as physicians. By the act of 1806, medical
societies might be formed in each co. by socuring five or more
members; and where there were loss than five physicians in a
CO. they might unite with the society of a neifjhbonng co.
The restrictions upon practice witljout a iliplotna were finally
abolished in 1844; and the law now inalies no distinction between
the diffi^rent classes of practitioners. Those, aHsimiing to .lot as
become responsible for their iiractire, and, if not
Ehysicians
censed by a county or the State Society or regularly graduated
1

first act

12

25

at a medical school, can collect pay according to the time employed, but they cannot collect the specific fees, implying professional skill, which are recognized by the established usages
of the profession.
- The number of
homeopathic practitioners in the State is
about 600, of whom l.VJ are in New York and Brooklyn. Tho
Central, Bond St., and Northern Homeopathic Dispensaries in
New York, the Homeopathic Dispensary of Brooklyn, the
Hahnemann Academy of Medicine of New York, and the Homeopathic Medical Society of Northern N. Y., are sust.iined by this
class of physicians, and the North American Homeopathic

Joninal, (nuarterly.) the Homeopathic Review, (mo.,) and the
Homeopathic, (semi-mo.,) all published at New York, are devoted to their interests.
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Political Relation, Nativity, dec, according
Population, Classified hy Color,
Census of 1855.
^
Political
Relations.

Color.

Nativities.

53
•8

Counties.

eg

8

b?

39,530
53,571
53,580
27,288
39,915
42,482
44,341
24,575
39,749
60,635
132,331
28,539
25,897
23,284
31,532
31,137
2.543
38.566
65.420
216,355
25.229

102,842
42,729
36,135
39,401
53,171
63,271
26,825
39.701
42,351
43,137
24,547
39.655
58,806
131,473
28,403
25.460
23,124
30,948
30,325
2,539
38,394
65,223
211.875
25,186

Livingston....

37,9-13

37.7.34

Madison
Monroe
Montgomery.

43,687
96,324
30,808
629,810
48.282

43.362
95.835
30,407
618,064
47,880

107,749
86.575
42.672

107,1.34

103,681
42,910
36.650

Albany
Allegany

Broome
Cattaraugus

.

Cayuga
Chautauqua..

Chemung
Chenango
Clinton

Columbia
Cortland

Delaware
Dutchess
Erie

Essex
Franklin
Fulton
Genesee
Greene
Hamilton

Herkimer

....

.Jefferson

Kings
Lewis

New

York....,

Niagara
Oneida

Onondaga
Ontario

Orange
Orleans

Oswego
Otsego

,

Putnam

13.9.34

Queens

,

Rensselaer ...
Richmond....

Rockland
St. Lawrence
Saratoga
Schenectady
Schoharie
Schuyler
Seneca
Steuben

.

18,777
25,358
69.099
41.086

Suffolk
Sullivan

Tompkins
Ulster

Warren
Washington..

Wayne
Westchester
Yates
Total

46.266
79,234
21,389
19,511
74,977
49.379
19,572
3.3,519

Tioga

Wyoming

60,868
28.435
69,398
49,735

.

....

29,487
26,962
31,516
67,936
19.669
44,405
46.760

86,073
42,088
58,720
28,325
69,030
49,518
13,805

839
181
515
129
390
109
463
214
131
1,254
28

194
1,829
858

136
17

160
86
812

18,616
9,884
8,282
8,037

11,526
11,912
6,869
9,700
6,374
9,412
5,902
9,065
12,498
21,743
5,652
4,462
6,066
6,477
6,952

7,0(54

4,474

942

16,082

652,322 632,746

2,222,321

2,528,444

402
615
502
5S4

20,946
16,933
9,147

2,148

11,.301

110
368

5,704
14,609
12,177
3,037
8,187
14,933
3,795
3,580
13,984

43
209
325
489
401

217

129

59(0

8,2.57

18,701

497
102
642
311
456
76

2.5,190

•168

5,.395

62,557
39,018
29,377

408

14,151
7,939
6,727
6,181
7,456
13,197
4,165
9,356
10.205
14,245

3,466,212

3,420,926

704
1,532
6,861
37,274
2,994
3,739
1,559
4,107
1,522
168
3,955
5,377
65,536
2,751
4,329
3,232
22,837
2,688
232.678
10,327
18,472
73,549
4,767
7.965
3,813
7,372
1,640
1,216
8,618
14,921
5,078
3,457
9,915
5s748
2,943

97

11,840

4,480

894

80,678
32,148
19,812

3,800

29

599
8,678
14,206
32,627
6,284
8,136
9,974
17,272
6,786
88,877

3,050

26,732
31,267
66,510
19,589
44,185
46,515
78,750
32,119
19,715

977
8,404

70,407
39.150
32,921
34,629
46,033
46,444
24,075
37,728
29,279
39,141
23,139
36,072
50,724
77,620
23,799
19,258

1,160
9,487
1,643
4,822
4,767
16,741
2,827

4

172
197

4.3,216

19,261
33,063

4,795
1,191

64,705
32,826
27,874
28,918
40,720
37,965
19,983
32,402
25,222
36,500
19,989
33,575
48,073
66,945
19,067
14,583
19,632
20,339
27,338
1,998
30,283
50,103
94,122
17,583
26.141

20,811
24,920
28,765
2,225
32,607
66,471
115,245
19,669
31,185
39,336
63,048
26,714
303,721
33,206
76,868
65,126
35,639
49,718
23,363
56,895
46,674
12,228
34,800
57.447
15,441
15,030
69,667
41,305
15,217
32,117
17,648
22,498
56,489
36,807
23,185
25,028
29,538
54,735
17,122
37,482
39,380
57,401
26,978
18,277

78,340
20,799
19,014
74,875
48,7-37

20,282
2,032
2,056
2,645
4,863

1,888

110
230
249
1,426
70
220
245
1,928

45,286

10,.377

3,790
7,376
4,377

874
587
2,153
3,605
3,083
3,606

979

34,060
63,9.39

25,762
262,156
27,763
68,.302

57,589
30,666
45,3.39

19.841
60,731
42,205
11,628
33.092
51,667
14,094
13,512
47,991
37,423
14,696
31,195
15,.379

19,253
48,737
34.983
21,508
20,760
25,687
53,136
14,632
32,297
35,077
52,036
22.438

33,247
3,1.53

3,225
4.066
6,8.54

6,797
2,876
1,747
13,021
5,107
1,380
3,564

9,707
54,2.57

4,684
6,622
2,448
6,427
2,261

310
5,803
8,6.30

100,206
5,470
6,549
4,361
83,276
3.880
322.469
14,717
30,354
20,949
6,803
10.761
4.966
12,024
2.770

1,694
11,1.35

21,445
6.882
4,436
15.016
7,927
4,303
1,294

966
2,763
2,196
4,211
6,128
1,597
1,849
13,162
2,479
6,791
7,103
23,132
5,060
1,408

917,708

to

the State

POPULATION.
Summary of
Counties.

Population at different periods in the several Counties, as

151

now

organized.
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Persons engaged in the various Professions, Trades, and Occupations

Counties.

PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS.
in the several Counties, as
reported by the State Census

of 1855.

153
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Professions
Chronomtter Makers
Civil Engineers
Civil Officers

Cluck

4
249
1,427

Makers and Re104

pairers
Clothiers

1,084

Cloth Manufacturers not

123
138

specified
Coiil

Dealers

Coffee,

Spice,

and Mus25

tard Makers

222
229

Collectors

Comb Makers
Confectioners
Contractors

1,088

Cool;s

1,424
7,539

699

Coopers
Coppersmiths
Cork Cutters
Cotton Manufacturers....

Custom House

Ofiicers...

Cutlers

Daiiymen

and

1,050

otherwise

not

1,668

specified

Dentists

Dock Keepers
&c...

Drivers, Coachmen,
Drovers
Dyers .and Bleachers

Editors
Electrotypists

Embroiderers
Enanielers

Engineers
Engravers
Envelope Makers

761
54
3,253
362
470
384
11
218
3
3,180

Expressmen
Factory Operatives

Makers

Firemen
Fish Dealers

Fishermen
Fishing Tackle Makers...
Flax Dressers and Workers

Gardeners and

6
358
6
416
165
965

Geologists and Mineralogists

Glass Cutters
Glass Makers
Glass Stainers
Glovers

Glue Makers
Goldbeaters
Gold and Silver Smiths..
Grate Makers and Setters

Importers
India Rubber Manufac-

Instrument Makers
Insurance Officers

73
61
295
172
319

Intelligence Officers

3

turers

Ink Makers
Inspectors

Inventors and Patentees
Iron Mongers
Iron Workers
Ivory Black Makers
Ivory Workers

30
44
990
17
5

73

Japanners
Jewelers

2,055

Junkshop Keepers
Keepers and Wardens of
Prisons, Ac
Lace Makers
Lampblack Makers

321
284
61
6

Packers
Paint and Color Makers..
Paper Dealers
Paper Hangers
Paper Makers
Paper Stainers
Patent Leather Makers...
Patent Medicine Makers.
Pattern Makers
Pavers

Pawnbrokers
Pearl Workers
Peddlers
Pencil Maker.-i
,
Perfumers
Photographers and Da-

guerreotvpists

Lath Makers
Laundresses

3,557

Lecturers
Librarians

35
5

Lighthouse Keepers
Lime Burners

30
129
10
176
741
53

Pilots

Plumbers
Pocket Book Makers

Postmasters
Pot and Pearl Ash Makers

Manufacturers (not spe-

Potters
1,448
11

cified)

3,269

527

132

Market Men and Women
Mat and Kug Makers
Match Makers
Matrons of Asylums. Ac
.

Mechanics ('not
wise specified)
Midwives
Military
kers

66
205
83
223
.37

3,837

47

Equipment Ma5

8

Millwrights
1,262
Mineral Water Makers...
117
Miners
415
5 Model Makers
8
80 Modelers
1
466 Morocco Dressers
250

499

52

166
37

134
820
98

Moulders

Mould Makers

3,114

42
130

Musical Instr. Mannfac.
Music Dealers
37
Musicians
1,177
Music Teachers
621
Nail Makers
433

475
458
112
21
20
196
914
87

10
59
427
341
20
4

49
35

389

11
387
5

26
41
31
269
958

212

184

36
287

Powder Makers

27

Produce Dealers

526
188
IGO
40
10
22

Professors
Publishers

Pump Makers
Pursers
Pyrotechnists

Quarry men

other-

63
81

1,513
Polishers and Burnishers
578
Porcelain Makers
12
Porters
3,916
Portfolio Makers
6
Portrait Painters
37

Looking Glass Makers....
Dealers 2,933
Mail Agents and Carriers
231

Marlile Dealers

Scavengers

Policemen

Lumbermen and

Map Makers

133
124

Piano Makers
1,076
Pickle and Preserve Mar
kers

1,031

Ragpicker.s
Razor Strop Makers

Reed Makers
Refiners and

Assaj'ers...

Reporters
Restaurant Keepers
Riggers
Roofers and Slaters
Rope and Cord Makers...

Runners
Safe Makers
Sailmakers

and Mariners
Salenitus Makers
Salesmen
Saloon Keepers
Salt Makers

Sailors

3
Sandpaper Makers
Sash and Blind Makers.. 1,004
SaM" Filers

4,131
61

Pen Makers

66

7

Gatekeepers

Ice Dealers

28
59
152
409

Linguists
Lithographers
Livery Stable Keepers....

,322

Gas Fitters and Fixture
Makers
Gas Makers
Gas Meter Makers

Hunters

14

1.55

Florists...

6

Hosiers

Overseers and Superintendents
Oyster Men and Dealers.,

Plate Printers
Platers

1,807
227

Gamblers

Hose Makers

1

197
240
968
17

948

Ostlers

98
11

Gimp

Furriers

102

Opticians

Organ Builders

Pin Makers
Pipe Makers
Pla.ster Figure Makers...

4

Makers

11

_

Makers
Makers

51
17

274
164

Furnacemeu

Dressers
Horse Dealers

Oil

18

trologists

Fruit Dealers

426
2,928

Hemp

Oculists
Oilcloth

Lamp Makers

Forwarders
Fringe, Tassel, and

Hardware Dealers
Hat and Cap Makers

Nurses

Lamplighters

Fortune Tellers and As-

Frame Makers

Hair Cloth Makers
Hair Workers

Hame Makers

Needle Makers
Newsboys
Nurserymen

Lapidaries
Last Makers

8

Ferrymen

3
17
89
69

turers

10

Naturalists

23
496

761
29

160

Feather Dressers

Giindstone and Millstone
Makers
Gunsmiths
Gutta Percha Manufac-

—

422
2,477

Farriers

File Cutters
Fire Engine

75

346
249

Milk-

Dealers....!

Dealers

409
45

and Occupations, concluded:

250
5

45
228

SawMakers
Sawyers
Scale

3,724
69
41
8

Makers

Screw Makers

86

Sculptoi-s

Sealing Wax Makers
Servants

1

58,441

Sextons
147
217
Shingle Makers
Ship Carpenters, Mast
and Spar Makers
3,632
Shirt and Collar Makers
434
7
Shoe Peg Makers
9
Shot Makers
Showmen
15
81
Silk Workers
Soldiers
and Military
Officers
709
.".

487
463
26
174

Speculators
Spinners

Spring Makers
Stage Proprietors
Starch Makers
Stave Makers
Steel

40
20
9

Makers

47

Stereotypers
Stevedores

280
281

Stewards

1.120

Storekeepers
Stove Makers

160
131

Straw Workers
Students
,
Sugar Refiners

4,184

Surgeons
Surgical Instr. Makers...

Surveyors

144
48
38
382
258

Telegraph Operators
Tobacconists
3,744
Tool Makers
404
Toy and Fancy Dealers
and Makers
164
Traders
115
308
Trimmers
Turners
909
5
Turjjentine Makers
Cutters
21
Type
155
Type Founilers
Umbrella Makers
374
Undertakers
213
Upholsterers

1,106
267
57

Yarnish Makers
Yictualers

Vinegar Makers
Watchmakers and

25

Re-

pairers

Watchmen

Wax

Bleachers

Whalebone Workers

Whip Makers

51

16 White Lead Makers
91 Wliitewashers

Window Shade

813
412
2
122

46
262

Makers...

31

288 Wine and Liquor Dealers
469 Wire Drawers
175 Wire Workers
663 Wood Cvitters
150 Wood Dealers

749
15
91
240
75

59

88

563
9,720

Wooden Ware Makers....
Wool Carders and Comb-

15 Wool Dealers
and
723 Woolen
871
Workers
602

41

282
49

ers

Worsted
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ALBANY

C0U:N^TY.

This was an original county; formed Nov.
Oct.

1,

1,

1683, and confirmed

1691.1

Tryon and Charlotte (now Montgomery and Washington) counties
were taken off in 1772, Columbia in 1786, Kensselaer and Saratoga in
1791, a part of Schoharie in 1795, a part of Greene in 1800, and ScheI

The Manor of Rensselaerwyck was erected into a disand subdivided into east and west districts soon
The county lies on the west bank of Hudson
after the Kevolution.
lliver, about 150 miles from its mouth, and contains an area of 544
nectady in 1809.

trict

March

24, 1772,

square miles.

Its surface is

undulating and

hilly,

and

it

has a general

A narrow

inclination toward the southeast.

intervale extends along
the course of the river, bounded by a series of steep bluffs from 100 to 180 feet high, from the summits of which an undulating and slightly ascending plateau stretches westward to the foot of the

Helderbergh^ Hills, where it reaches an elevation of about 400 feet above tide. This range of hills
from 400 to 800 ftet above the plateau, and 800 to 1200 feet above tide. Their declivities are
the west.
very steep, and sometimes precipitous, on the east, but more gradually sloping upon
rises

Several other ranges of

hills, inferiorto

them in height, extend
The highest point

direction through portions of the county.
the northeast corner of the town of Bern,

in
is

a general northerly and southerly
the summit of theHeldorberghs,in

and is 1200 feet above tide. All these ranges of highconsidered as outlying spurs of the Catskills, which, in turn, are but a northerly
continuation of the Allegany Mountains, and a part of the great Appalachian system.
The geological formations of this county belong to the Upper Silurian system, and comprise

lands

nearly

may be

all

"
the rocks of the

New York

System," from the Utica

slate to the corniferous limestone.

the rocks, in the eastern part of the county, are thick deposits of drift, consisting of sand,
The lowest rock,
gravel, and clay; and along the river intervales are rich alluvial deposits.
Next
above is the
is the Utica slate.
and
Normans
out
on
the
Mohawk,
Kil,
Hudson,
cropping

Above

graywacke and shales of the Hudson lliver group, appearing in the valleys of all the streams
that flow into the Hudson, and apparently underlying the entire eastern part of the county. This
The red rocks that form the base of the
stone is quarried for building stone and flagging.*
Medina
sandstone
to
the
series, though they have sometimes been
belong
Helderberghs evidently
confounded with the red shales of the Onondaga salt group. Next above, forming the first terrace
of the mountains, is the water-lime group, from 50 to 200 feet in thickness, furnishing both water
and quick-lime. Next in order is the pentamerus limestone, 50 feet in thickness, consisting of
impure gray and black limestone mixed with slate and shale. Overlying this is the Catskill limestone, from 50 to 180 feet in thickness, consisting of thick, compact masses of limestone alternating
with thin layers of shale. It is used for building stone and lime. The Oriskany sandstone is
next developed, in a strata only 2 feet in thickness, followed by the cauda-galli grit, from 50 to
60 feet in thickness. This last has a fine grit, and resembles black or gray slates, but is easily
Next in order come the Onondaga and
disintegrated, and crumbles upon exposure to the air.
These rocks furnish
corniferous limestones, the latter crowning the summits of the mountains.

The surface of the eastern
both a superior quality of lime and an excellent building stone.
The highlands west
of clay, gravel, and sand.
part of the county is covered with immense beds
of Albany City are covered 40 feet deep with sand, which rests upon a bed of clay estimated to be
In this drift are found small beds of bog ore and numerous chalybeate and sulIn the limestone regions are numerous caves, sink holes, and subterranean
phuretted springs.
water courses, forming a peculiar and interesting feature of the county.
The principal streams are, the Hudson lliver, which forms the eastern boundary the Mohawk,
which forms a part of the northern boundary ; the Patroon Creek, Normans Kil, Vlamans, Coey100 feet deep.

—

" the Manor of Rens1 The
county by these acta embraced
selaerwyck, Schenectady, and all the villages, neighborhoods,
and Christian plantations on the east side of Hudson's River, from
RoelotTe Jansen's Creek ; and on the west side, from Sawyer's
Creek to the outermost end of Saraghtoga." Tlie Manor of Livingston was annexed to Dntchess co. May 27, 1717, and by subie(iuent statutes the county of Albany was also made to com-

;

and west

prise every thing within the colony of New Tork north
of present limits, and at one time the whole of Vermont.
«

from
Signifying "Clear Mountain," from the fine prospect

their summit.
« Several of the intermediate series of rocks, including tiiB
salt groups,
gray sandstone, CI inton, Niagara Falls, and Onondaga
are not found in the county.
155
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mans, Haanakrois, and Catskill Creeks, and their branches. Nearly all the streams that flow into
the Hudson have worn deep gulleys in the sand and clay. Many of these gorges are 100 feet deep,
and extend from one-fourth of a mile to one mile from the river. The streams farther west geneThese streams are mostly
ravines bordered by steep banks.
rally flow through narrow, rocky
of flood and drouth. There are several small lakes among the
very rapid, and subject to extremes
hills, but none of special importance.
The soil upon the intervales is a deep, rich alluvial loam. In "Watervliet, Albany, and the
eastern parts of Guilderland and Bethlehem, it consists of almost pure sand, with strips of clay
A belt of land lying between the sandy region and the foot
alone- the banks of the streams.
of the Helderberghs is principally a clayey and gravelly loam, and very productive.
Upon the
Helderberghs the soil consists of alternate layers of clay, slate, and gravel, generally with a sub"
soil of tenacious clay called
hard-pan." Patches in this region are also stony, and much of it

wet and cold, and only moderately productive. Pitch pine, oak, and chestnut are the principal
In the most barren parts these trees are
kinds of timber that grow upon the sandy region.
mere dwarfs, and the region has much the appearance of a desert. In the southeast corner of
is

the county

is

a limited amount of red cedar.

West

of the sandy tract are found the usual trees

of this northern climate, including both the deciduous and evergreen.^
In the farming districts the people are principally engaged in raising spring grains, dairying,
the raising of stock, and in gardening for the markets of Troy and Albany. The people of Albany,

West Troy, and Cohoes are principally engaged in manufactures and commerce.
The city of Albany is the county seat and State capital. The county buildings are commodious,
and the county institutions are well organized. The City HalP at Albany, erected at the joint
expense of the city and county, contains the principal city and county offices. The Albany County
Penitentiary'

is

a

fine building in the

western part of the

city.

Persons convicted of certain

crimes, and sentenced to short terms of imprisonment, are confined here ; and prisoners are received from Dutchess, Columbia, Rensselaer, Washington, Saratoga, and Schenectady counties.
The county has no poor-house, but contracts with the city for the support of its paupers.

The tide rises about one foot in the
is 145 miles above New York, upon the Hudson.
In low water, navigation is obstructed, except for vessels of light draught, by the " overslaugh," or bar, near Castleton, and at other points and considerable sums have been expended in
attempting to deepen the channel, by dredging, and building a long stone dike below Albany.'
The most important works of internal improvement in the county are, the Erie Canal,® the New
Albany

river.*

;

—

York

and the Albany, Vermont, and Canada Railroads, all terminating in the city of
Albany. Connected with these lines, and terminating at Greenbush, directly opposite Albany, are
the Hudson River, Albany and West Stockbridge,^ Harlem, and Troy and Greenbush Railroads.
A company has been chartered to build a r. r. from Albany in a s. w. direction to Binghamton,
and the work upon it is now in progress. A pier has been built in the river in front of Albany,
Central,

for the benefit of navigation,®

Hendrick Hudson is supposed to have ascended the river as far as Albany in 1609. During the
next three or four years, several Dutch traders commenced a traffic with the Indians, and small
trading houses were built at Manhattan and Albany. In after years these stations were fortified, the
one to protect from invasion by sea, and the other against incursions from the French settlements

The

principal military work at Albany (built in 1623) was known as Fort Orange.
Albany remained a mere trading post until 1630, when agricultural improvements
" New Netherbegan. The Dutch West India Co. was formed in 1621, for promoting settlement in
In 1629, this company granted to
lands," as the Dutch possessions in America were then called.
Killian Van Rensselaer, one of the commissioners, (a pearl merchant of Amsterdam,) a charter
conferring upon him privileges similar to those enjoyed by the feudal barons of Europe.' His
in Canada.

The

station at

1 A
geological and agricultural survey of Albany co. was made,
in 1820, by Dr. T, Komeyn Beck, for the Co. Ag. See, and was
the first enterprise of the Itind in the state. Mevi. Bd. Ag., i. 367.
2 See
page 160.
8 This
penitentiary was built in 1845-46, and opened for
prisoners in April, 1846. It was organized under the direction
of Amos Pilsbury, in 1848, and has since continued under his
It has 300
direction and that of his sou, Louis 1). Pilsbury.
cells, and the average number in confinement has been 220. The
convicts are principally employed in the manufacture of caneBeat chairs and saddlery hardware. During the first 8 years the
total receipts were $115,082, and the total e.xpenditures $104,680.
* The tide rises here 6h. 34m. behind time of the moon's
6 Senate Doc.
40, 1857, 2>. 171.
Bontbing.

—

* The Erie Canal terminates in a basin at
Albany, and communicates with the Hudson at West Troy. It crosses the Mohawk
River, above Cohoes Falls, upon a stone aqueduct. A company
has been incorp. for building a ship-canal from Albany to New
Baltimore, a point below the bars which obstruct navigation.
' Leased
by the Western (Mass.) R. R. Co.
' The
pier is built across a curve in the west shore, and opens
into the river at both ends. It is divided for the accommodation
of the railroad ferries, and isl^ miles long. It was formerly closed

locks. The basin inclosed witliin the pier affords a secure
harbor, during winter, for river vessels and canal boats, which
otherwise would be exposed to destruction from ice. The pior

by

is

owned by an incorporated company.
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largo purchases of land lying on both sides of the Hudson, near Albany,* in 1G30-37,
manor embraced a territory 24 mi. n. and s. and 48 mi. e. and w., including

last date the

nearly all of the present counties of Albany and Rensselaer.' By the terms of the grant the
charter would be forfeited unless the lands were settled in 7 years by at least 50 persons over 15
years of age.
ship load of emigrants was forwarded in 1630, and others in each of several suc-

A

ceeding years. The emigrants were furnished with stock, seeds, and farming implements, and
the land was leased at an armual rent, payable in grain, beeves, and wampum, or a share of the
products.* The proprietor received the title of Patroon, and in him was vested authority in
He had
civil and military affairs subordinate only to the West India Co. and the States General.

and courts of justice and, although the laws allowed an appeal from
the decisions of the local courts, he required every person who settled within his jurisdiction to
pledge himself never to exercise this right. Altercations soon arose between the agents of the
his forts, soldiers, cannon,

;

patroon and the oflBcers of the garrison at Fort Orange, in regard to the land immediately around
the fort; and the controversy was not settled until after the English conquest.* The settlement
formed under Van Rensselaer gradually acquired importance as a trading post, and a considerable

hamlet was built under the guns of Fort Orange.* Mills were built on several of the streams, and
a church was erected. By the surrender of the colony to the English, in 1664, the personal rights
of the colonists were secured, and a new charter was granted to the patroon, restricting his civil
power, but confirming the relations existing between landlord and tenant.' The feudal tenure was
finally abolished in 1787.'

The leasehold

tenures, from an early period, excited discontent among the tenants.' The late
his indulgence, had secured their regard ; and when he died, in 1839, the course that
be pursued by his successor became a matter of solicitude.
committee of respectable

patroon,

would

by

A

men, appointed by the tenants to wait upon him and confer upon subjects of mutual interest, were
treated with marked coldness and disdain, which quickly led to the organization of armed resistance to the enforcement of

civil

processes in the collection of rent.

In Dec. 1839, the excitement

was so great in the w. part of the county, that the Governor issued a proclamation, and sent an
armed force to assist the civil officers. The people finally dispersed, and no collision ensued. For
many years the anti-rent question greatly excited the public mind in all sections of the State
where the leasehold tenure prevailed.'" Within a few years, much of the land has been conveyed in
fee to the lessees and probably in a few years the whole question will be amicably arranged in
this manner.'' There are 17 newspapers and periodicals now published in the county.''*
;

1 Jansot Krol and Derick Cornelissen
Duyster, commissary Stephen, who had a son (sole heir under the will above menand under commissary at Fort Orange.
tioned,) named
2 The tract first
purchased, w. of the Hudson, extended from Stephen, who died in 1769, leaving the title with
Beeren (Bear) Island called by the Indians " Passapenock"
Stephen, the late patroon, who was bom in 1764, and died
in 1839. The entail ended with this person, who, in his
up to Sneackx Island, and "of a breadth of two days' jour-

—

—

ney."

other, by which the latter were constituted co-directors
of Rensselaerwyck, and were bound to do homage and fealty to
the lord of the manor.
* The
patroon reserved the right to trade with the Indians.
For several years this trade was carried on by the settlers, who
received goods from the patroon's store, and sent the peltries
which they received to be sold by him in Holland. This business afterwards fell into the hands of local traders.
5 So active did this
controversy become, that at one time Gov.
Stnyvesant sent an armed force to Albany to support the rights
of the company against the proprietor.
6 This
place soon became the seat for holding all great councils
with the Indian tribes. Among the curious things mentioned
in the annals of the " old colonie" is the fact that, during an almost
unprecedented freshet in the spring of 1646, a whale 40 feet long
came up the river and stranded on an island near the mouth
of the Mohawk. Four others stranded the same season, 40
Dutch mi. above New Amsterdam.
1 For a concise view of the
changes made by this charter, see
Barnard's Hist. Sketch of Rensselaerwyck, p. 107.

on the

The manorial

:

Van

;

;

12

—

The following list is imperfect, but is supposed
the more important newspapers ever published

to include
in the Co
to Joel Munsell, printer, for assistance, and tho
use of his immense collection of specimen
numbers, in the preparation of this class of statistics.
The Albany Gazette was first issued in Nov. 1771, by Alex, and
all

Wo are indebted

James Robertson, who joined the

—

title has descended as follows
Rensselaer, first Patroon, died in 1647, at Amsterdam, leaving the property with his two sons.
Johannes and Jeremiah. Each of these had a son named
KiLLiAN, the former of whom died without issue in 1687,
leaving the title with
KniilAN, son of Jeremiah. Dongan's patent was confirmed to
the two cousins Nov. 5, 1685, and all other claimants
released to the survivor in 1695 ; to whom also Queen
Anne's patent of confirmation was granted May 20,
1704. He willed the property to his son,
Jbeemiah, and to the male heirs of his body but, dying without
iasue, the title passed to his younger brother,
8

KiLLiAN

gave the w. part of the manor to his son, Stephen,
the present proprietor, and the e. part to his
son,
WiLUAM P., of New York.
9 The " Quarter
Sales," as they were technically called, h
which the landlord claimed a part of the purchase money at
each transfer of a lease, was particularly obnoxious. In 1850
the Quarter Sales were declared unconstitutional
by the Supreme Court.
10 This movement led to the
adoption of Art. 1, Sec. 14, in tht.
constitution of 1846, prohibiting the lease of
agricultural lands
for a longer period than 12 years.
11 The relative amount of the
land held by lease and in fee in
the county is now nearly as follows :— In Watervliet,
nearly all
held in fee; in Guilderland, three-fourths; in Bethlehem,
Coeymans, and New Scotland, two-thirds in Knox, Rensselaerville,
and Westerlo, half; and in Bern, one-third, the remainder
being held by lease.
will,

* On the 1st of Oct. 1630, a
copartnership was formed between
Tan Rensselaer on the one part, and Saml. Godyn, Johannes de
Laet, Saml. Bloemmaert, Adam Bissels, and Toussaint Moussart

loyalists in

N. Y. in

1776.

New

m

York Gazetteer or Northern TnteMgencer,
1782, by
Solomon Balantine and Charles R. Webster. In 1784
the name was changed to
The Albany Gazette, and in 1788 a semi-weekly edition was
issued. In March, 1817, united with the Albany Daily
Advertiser, and took the name of
The Albany Gazette and Daily Advertiser, continued until 1845
The Albany Journal, or Mmitgomery, Washing/on, and Columbia Intelligencer, semi-w. in winter and w. in summer
was started in Jan. 1788, by Chas. R. & Geo. Webstjer,
and published in connection with the Gazette.
The Albany Daily Advertiser, Sept. 1815, by Theodore Dwight
The
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In 1817 W. L. Stone united

it

with

tlie

Albany Gazette.

The American Journal of Sciena' and Art. Thos. McKee, editor.
The Albany Register was published by John Barber from 1788
till

1808,

aod bv

S.

Southwick

till

1817.

The Federal Herald, by Claxton & Babcock, brought from
thither.
Lansingb'gh in Feb. 17S8, and again returned
to
Albani/ Centinrl, senii-w., 1796. In Nov. 1806 changed

The
The Republican

Backus & Whiting and Isaac Mitchell

Crisis.

were Buccessively publishers.

Thi Albany Chronicle was commenced in 1797 by John McDonald. Joseph Foy and Henry C. Southwick were afterward its editors. It was discontinued in 1799.
The Guardian, 1807. Van Benthuysen & Wood, 2 years.
The Balance, and New York Slate Journal, semi-w., 1808-11,
Croswell & Frary removed from Hudson.
The Albany Republican was started in April, 1812, by Samuel
K. Brown. Romaine succeeded the next year, and after
several years it was merged in the Saratoga Patriot.
The Stranger, 1813-14, 8vo. John Cook, pub.
The Albany Argus was established as a semi-w., tri-w., and w.,
Jan. 1, 1813, by Jesse Buel; and d., semi-w., and w.
editions were issued in Oct. 1825. Edwin Croswell was
many years its publisher. Feb. 15, 1856, merged in
The Atlas and ArgiiS; da., semi-w., and w. Comstock &
;

—

Cassidy, pub.

The Albany Atlas, da., semi-w., and w., was started in 1841 by
Vance & Wendell in 1856 it was united with the Argus.
TJie Christian Visitant, 4to, was begun June 3, 1815, by S.
Southwick, and continued 2 years.
The Friend. 8vo, mo., was begun in 1815 by D. & S. A. Abbey.
;

1 vol. published.

—

The Statesman, pub. by
Carter; removed to N.Y. in 1818.
The Plough Boy was started 1819, by Solomon Southwick,
under the nom de plume of Henry Homespun.
The Albany Microscope, 1820, by Chas. Galpin, continued till 1842.
The National Democrat, published at Albany and N.Y., was
started in 1823 by Wm. McDonald, and continued 1 year.
2%€ Religious Monitor, mo., was commenced in May, 1824, by
Chauncey Webster. It is now published in Philadelphia.
The Escritoire, or Masonic and Miscellaneous Album, was started
in 1826 by E. B. Child. Its name was changed to
The American Masonic Record, and was pub. by E. B. Child for
4 or 5 yrs.

The American Masonic Register was pub. 5 y. by L. G. Hoffman.
The National Observer, w. and semi-w., was started in 1826 by
Geo. Galpin, and continued 4 years S. Southwick. ed.
The Albany Telegraph and Christian Register was started in
1826, and in 1827
The Albani/ Christian Register, L. G. Hoffman, pub,, and J. R.
:

Boyd,

ed.,

May

10,'

1827.

Albany Daily Chronicle was started April 22, 1826, and
published a short time by Galpin & Cole.
The Comet was begun Aug. 4, 1827. D. McGlashan, ed.
The Standard was published in 1827 by Matthew Cole.
Signs of the Times was started Oct. 13, 1827, and discontinued
Nov. 8, 1828. D. McGlashan, pub., S. De W. Bloodgood, ed.
The Antidote was pub. in 1827. Webster & Wood, pub., S.
77ie

Southwick, ed.

The Morning Chronicle,

da., and The Albany Chronicle, semi-w.,
were published in 1828 by Beach, Denio, & Richard.
The Age was published in 1828 by Galpin & Sturtevant.
The Albany Times and Literary Writer was started Dec. 27,
1828, by Jas. McGlashan; Bloodgood & Van Schaick, eds.
The Albanian, semi-rao., was started Jan. 30, 1828, by Arthur
N. Sherman.
The Albany Minerva was published in 1828 by J. Mnnsell.
Tlie Albany Evening Journal was commenced
March, 1830. It was published by B. D. Packard & Co.,
Tliurlow Weed, ed.
A w. and a semi-w. journal are
now issued from this office by Weed, Dawson & Co.
The Farmers, Mechanics, and Working Men's Advocate, da., was
started in 1830 by Mcl'herson & McKereher. The following year it appeared as

The Daily Freeman's Advocate, and Farmers, Mechanics, and

Working Men's Champion, and was pub. 1 or 2 yrs.
The Albany Bee, da., was started in April, 1830, by J. Duffey, W. S.
McCuUoch. and Charles Angus.
The Temperance Recorder, mo., was published in 1831 by the State
Temperance Society.
The Albany Quarterly, 8vo. Commenced in 1832 by the Alb.
Hist. Soc. Jas. R. and Sam'l. M. Wilson, eds. 1 vol. pub.
The Daily Craftsman was removed from Rochester in 1831.
E. J. Roljerts & Henry James, publishers.
American Temperance Intelligencer, mo., was started in Jan. 1834.
T/ie Silkworm, 8vo, mo., begun May, 1835. The 3d vol. was
changed to
The Silk Worm and Sugar Manual, devoted in part to sugar
beet culture. It was discontinued in 1838.
The American Quarterly Hemp Magazine was commenced Feb.
2 vols, published.
Albany Transcript, da., the first
started Oct. 12, 1S35.
1833.

The

penny paper

in Albany,

was

The Albany Bout/uet and Literari/ Spectator, mo., was published
in 18.35 by Geo. Trumbull.
The Albany Whig was commenced in 1834, by J. B. Van Schaick
& Co., as the weekly of Tlie Daily Adverti.ier. It was
soon merged ia The Albany Gazette, a semi-w. paper
issued from the same o£Sce.

The Common

School Assistant, mo., was published in 1836 by J.
Orville Taylor.
Associate Presbyterian Magazine, 8vo, mo., Kev. P. BulPub. from 1838 to 1842.
lions, ed.
Southwick's Family Newspaper was published in 1838.

The

The Jeffersonian was published by Horace Greeley during the
campaign of 1838.
Tlie Cultivator, mo., was commenced in March, 1839, by
Jesse Buel. It was afterward published by W. Gaylord
and L. Tucker, and now by L. Tucker & Son.
The Tomahawk and Scalping Knife was published a short time.
The Albany Patriot was started in 1840 by Jas. C. Jackson,
and continued 4 years.
The Unionist, da., was published by J. Mnnsell, and
The Rough Hewer by Theo. M. Burt, during the campaign of
The

The
The

1840.
District School Journal, mo., was established at Geneva in
1840, Francis Dwight, ed. Removed to Albany in 1841,
and continued by the State School Dep. until 1862.
Examiner was published in 1841 by G. Galpin.
American Magazine, 8vo, mo., started in 1841 by J. S. & B.

Wood. 3 vols. pub.
The Irishman was published seven weeks
O'Kane,

The New Tm-k

In

1842 by H.

J. Mnnsell, printer.

Mechanic was started in 1842 by J.
Mnnsell, and continued eighteen months.
The Northern Star and Freeman's Advocate was started in
1842 by J. G. Stewart and Charles S. Morton.
The Sunday Tickler was piiblished in 1842 by C. W. Taylor.
The Albany Switch was commenced in 1842 by H. J. Hastings.
In 1855 Edward Leslie became its editor.
The Youth's Temperance Enterprise, mo., started Nov. 13, 1842, by
J. Stanley Smith, ed. and pub., and continued 3 years.
The American Citizen, da. and w., was started in 1843 by Stone
& Henley, and ed. by J. S. Smith.
The Albany Knickerbocker, da. and w., was commenced in 1843 by H.J. Hastings, and is still continued.
The Albany Daily Patriot was publi.'shed in 1843 by C. T. Torry
The Subterranean was started Mar. 23, 1843, by Jas. Duffey.
The Albanian, da., was published in 1844.
The Albany Religious Spectator was started in 1844 by J. MnnThe next year it passed into the
sell and E. H. Pease.
hands of B. F. Romaine, who continued it until 1857.
The Birney Advocate, semi-mo., was pub. during the campaign
of 1844 by E. W. Goodwin.
The Anti-Renter was started by Thos. A. Devyr Aug. 16, 1845.
27(6 Albany Freeholder was started April 9, 1845, by Thos.
A. Devyr, and continued until 1854.
The American Quarterly Journal of Agricrdture and Science,
Svo, was commenced Jan. 1845, by E. Emmons and A.
T. Prime. .Jan. 1846 it was pub. monthly by E. Emmons
and A. Osborne. It was sold to Ch. Bement in 1848,
and discontinued in Dec. of the same year.
The Gavel, mo., published in 1845 from Munsell's press.
The Scourge was published in 1845 by Woodward & Packard.
The Vesper Bell, da., a few numbers pub. by Abbott & Crosby.
The Albany Herald, da. and tri-w., was commenced in 1846 br
A. B. Van Olinda, and in Dec. it took the name of
I'he Morning Telegraph, and in March, 1847, of
The Statesman, edited by W. M. Watson.
The Balance was published in 1846.
The Mechanics' Advocate, 1846, J. Tanner, pub., continued 1 yr
The Mechanics' Journal, 1846, Munsell & McFarlan, pub., wa?

The

State

issued 1 year.
Horticulturist, and Journal of Rural Art and Rural
Taste, was commenced in July, 1846 : A. J. Downing,
The 8th vol. was removed to
ed., L. Tucker, pub.
Rochester. In 1856 it was pub. at Philadelphia by R.
P. Smith ; John J. Smith, ed. In .Jan. 1858 removed to

N.Y.; Saxton, pub., J. J. Smith, ed.
Tlie Mechanics' Mirror, Svo, was published in 1846 from Munsell's press.
The Son of Temperance and Rechabite, Svo, mo., was pub. in
Aug. 1846 by J. Stanley Smith & Co.
The Albany Castigator was issued in 1847 by M. J. Smith.
The American Literary Magazine, mo., started July, 1847, T.
Dwight Sprague, pub. ; removed to Hartford, June, 1848.

The Christian Pidladium, J. Hazen, ed., was brought from Fulton
CO. in 1847 or '48, and removed to Irvington. N.J.,Oct. 1855.
The Busy Bee, E. Andrews, ed., was pub. from 1848 to 18^0.
The Odd Fellows' Literary Magazine was pub. in 1848. W. K.
Cole, ed.

The Telegraph and Temperance Journal, mo., was commenced
in 1848 by S. Myers, and continued 4 years.
The Daily Artiz'jn was pub.a short tinie in 1H49 by Tanner & Stow.
The Albany Daily Messenger was pub. 1849 by B. F. Koniaine.
The American Christian Messenger was commenced by Jasper

Hazen

J.an. 17, 1841.

Transactions of N.Y. State Institute of Civil Engineers, 4to. with
Two no.s. issued.
plates, was pub. Feb. 1S49.
The Christian Herald and Messenger was issued Feb. 10, 1849,
by J. Hazen, and afterward removed to Irvingtou. N..J.
It was in part successor to the Ch. Messenger, pub. at
Newburyport, Mass., many years, and is the oldest religious newspaper in tlie cnuutry.
Courier
Journal was started Feb. 10, 1849,

The

and

and is now publithed by J. T. Hazen.
The Albany Dutchman and The Albany Sunday Dutchman
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incorporated by patent July 22,

having previously enjoyed divers
"
Bcvo-ivick,"
leges, under the names of
1686,^

and

rights

"

William

privi-

Skull,"

and Albany.
The Dutch styled it "New Orange."
The
part of the city north of Patroon and Quackenboss Streets,
known as the " Colonie," was incorp. March 31, 1791; and

March 30, 1801.
It was made a village April D,
and was erected as a town April 11, 1808.
Tho
town was divided, and merged in Albany and Watervliet,
Feb. 25, 1815.
The city lies upon the w. bank of the

again,

1804;

Hudson

a

River,

and embraces a

n.

little

of

the

center

of

the

county;

strip of land about one mile wide, extending
n. w. direction to the n. boundary of the

a
narrow intervale of low land lies along the
course of the river, bounded by steep banks from 150 to 250 feet high, where a barren
region commences, rising toward the w., and broken by numerous sand hills and ridges.
The banks which form the declivities of this tract are separated into several distinct ridges
by the deep guUeys worn in the clay by the streams which flow through them. The soil,
13J

in

nxiles

A

county.

is a light sand, not adapted to cultivation without the aid of
costly
mineral spring was obtained on Ferry St. in 1827, while boring for
situated near the head of navigation upon the Hudson, and at the eastern

except near the river,
artificial

water.'

A

means.

Albany

is

terminus of the Erie Canal.*

The

siderable commercial importance.^

several railroads before mentioned render
It is the largest

were started in 1*49 by GrifBn & Farnsworth, and siibBequently removed to N.Y.
Temperance Cnurier was commenced Feb. 10, 1849. by J. T.
Ilazi-n, and subsequently pub. by J. Hazen & Son.
The Washingtrmian and PechahiU was issued in 1849 by J.
T. Hazeu, and in 1855 united with The Cnurier.
Florence Oneida Telegraph was printed at Albany in 1849.
The Albany Morning Express was started in 1850 by Stone &
Heuley. In 1854 it passed into the hands of Munsell
& Co., and in 18.56 its title was changed to
The Daily Statesman, now published by J.B. Swain & Co.
The Albany State Reqister. da., semi-w., and w., was started in
1850 by Fuller & Seward. S. H. Hammond and C. D.
Brigham were afterward eds., and in 1856 it was reT!ie

moved

to N.Y.

The Albany Daily Times commenced Feb.
were issued.
ThA New York Reformer, John Abbott,

The
The

The
The

Five nos.

Munsell,

pr.,

was

pub. 10 mns.

State Military Gazette,

C. 6. Stone, pub., was
commenced in 1858, and was soon after removed to N.Y.
Half-DnUar Monthly was pub. in 1850 by B. F. Roniaine.

The Journal of the
The

16, 1850.

ed.,

N. Y. State Agricultural

Society, mo., was started in May, 1S50.
Daily Albany Eagle was started Sept. 1, 1851, by John
Sharts, and continued 4 months.
American Mechanic was started Jan. 4, 1851, by J. M.
Patterson.
Carson League, published by J. T. Hazen & T. L. Carson,

was removed from Syracuse in March, 1853.
The Albany Mirror and Literary Cabinet was published in
1851 by J. H. CanoU and W. M. Colburn.
The Cithern was started Oct. 11, 1851, Warner & Rooker, pub.
The Northern Light, mo., conducted by Dix, Hawley, Dean, Beck.
Olcott, and Delavan, and subsequently by A. B. Street,
w;i9 started in 1^51. and continued about 3 yrs.
Deutsche Freie Blaetter, tri-w., was started in 1852.
Henry Bender and Augustus Miggael, present pub.
The Family Intelligencer was commenced by Jasper
Hazen. Sept. 11. 1S52. now pub. by J. T. Hazen.
York Teacher, mo., the organ of the N.Y.
The
State Teachers' Association, was started in 1852, and is
now conducted by James Cruikshank.
The Evening Transcript, da. and w., commenced Jan. 31, 1853, by
Cuyler & Henry, was last published by Snyder & Ells.
The Country Gentleman, started by J. J. Thomas and
ly. & L. H.Tucker in 1853, isnowpub.by L. Tucker & Son.
The Proliibitionist, mo., ed. by A. McCoy, the organ of the N.Y.
State Temperance Society, was started in 1854, and in
1857 united with the Jour, of the Am. Temp. Union.
The Family Dental Journal, mo., was pub. in 1854 by D. C. Kstes.
The State Police Tribune was started July 21, 1855, by S. H. H.
Parsons and R. M. Griffin. Removed to New York.
The Albany Alorning Times was started in 1856, and

Mew

is published by Barnes & Godfrey.
The Albany Evening Union, edited by J. McFarlan, and subsequently by John New, began 1856, and ended 1857.

it a place of conbarley market in the U.S., and immense

VoU-sblalt was published in 1856 by Geo. Herb.
started In 185S
& Henley, and edited by J. C. Cuyler.
Stone
by
The Albanian, semi-mo., boys' paper, commenced June, 1857.
The Hniir ami tin Man, da. and w., Geo. W. Clarke, pub., John

The Albany

The Albany Morning Kxpress was

Thomas, ed., commenced Aug. 1858.
The Mercantile Htm, w., was pub. gratis Oct. 1858.
The IV/uv of the People. Republican campaign of 1858.
The Albany Evening Standard, da., was begun
Dec. 1858. H. M. Gritiin & Co., pub.
The Independent Press, da., started Dec. 1858. was pub. a few mo.
Astronomical Notices was started at Ann Arbor, Mich.,
in 1858.
Since the 7 th no. it has been pub. at Albany.
Prof. Brunow, ed.
Tfie American Muganne. mo., by J. S. & B. Wood, was pub. IJ yr.
The Gavel, mo., was published by John Tanner 2 years.
The Albany Literary Gazette was published by John B. Germain.
The Rural Folio was started at Rensselaerville in Jan. 1828, by
C. G. k A. Palmer, and continued 2 years. An AntiRent paper has also been published.
The Zodiac, mo., was published about 1836 by Gen. De Coudrey
Hulstein.

The "West Troy Advocate
Troy

Wm.

was commenced at West
and is now pub-

in Oct. 18a7. by
Hollands,
bv his widow and son.

lished

Watervliet Daily Democrat

was

started at

West Troy

Allen Corey, ed.
started at Cohoes in 1845 by Winants
& Agnes. In 1849 its name was changed to
Cohoes Cataract. J. H. Masten, publisher.
1 The name
Albany was derived from the Scotch title of the
Duke of York, to whom the province was granted.
2 The charter
conveyed municipal jurisdiction over the territory bounded E. by tho low water mark on the Hudson s. by a
line drawn from the southernmost end of the pasture at the Xend of Martin Gerritsen's island, and running back due N. w. 10
miles into the woods to a certain creek called Sandkil; N. by a
line parallel to the former, about 1 mile distant; and w. by a
straight line drawn from the western extremities of the N. and
s. lines.
This charter embraced the right of certain public
buildings and fields, the ferry, all waste land within their
boundaries, the right of fishing in the Hudson within the county,
and of purchasing of the Indians 500 acres of meadow land at
"
'•
Tionnonderoge''
Schaatcogue" on the N., and 1,000 acres at
(Fort Hunter) on the w., in the Mohawk country, on which to
Jan. 20, 1859.

The Cohoes Advertiser was

The

;

plant colonies as barriers against hostile incursions. The quitrent was fixed at one beaver skin, payable at Albany on the
25th of March annually forever.
8 This
boring was commenced to obtain water for a brewery.
At a depth of 480 feet, sparkling water, of a saline taste and im
pregnated with carburetted hydrogen gas, was obtained. The
boring was continued to a depth of 617 feet without any chang*
in the character of the products. A few rods distant a second
well was bored, with similar results. One of the wells wa*
* See
ruined by placing a pump in the other.
page 156.
6 Besides the river,
canal, and railroads, there are 5 plank
roads and 2 turnpikes terminating iu the city.
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here manufactured into malt and beer.^ Albany, Troy, and West Troy
quantities of this grain are
" The Lumber District" in
Albany is along the canal,
are the largest lumber markets in the State.
built for transferring lumber
above the little basin, where extensive wharves and slips have been
of the city are varied
from canal boats to vessels and barges upon the river.^ The manufactures
are the stove-founderies
and extensive.* Among those that may be considered specially important
The
and breweries. The city is amply supplied with water from works erected at public expense.*
water is obtained from several creeks w. and n. of the city. The main reservoir (Kensselaer Lake,)
is

5 miles w. of the City Hall,

and

is

elevated 262 feet above the river.

and

It covers 39 acres,

its

A

brick conduit conveys the water to Bleeker Reservoir, on Pa180,000,000 gallons.
capacity
This reservoir
St.
it
is
distributed
whence
troon St.,
through the portion of the city w. of Pearl
TivoU Reserhas a capacity of 30,000,000 gallons. The lower portion of the city is supplied from
These works
of
a
has
and
20
30,000,000
gallons.
Patroon
acres,
on
capacity
Creek, covering
voir,
and colare under a Board of Water Commissioners, and the rents are charged to property owners
is

lected with the taxes.^

The

Pop. 57,333.
State buildings at Albany, including the Capitol, State Hall, State Library, Geological and
described
Hall, Normal School, and State Arsenal and Armory, have already been

Agricultural
under the head of State Institutions.*

Besides these, there are several buildings and institutions

worthy of a particular notice.
The City Hall is situated on Eagle St., fronting the e. end of Washington Avenue. It is an
and surmounted by a gilded dome, ^the only
elegant structure, faced with Sing-Sing marble,
one in the U. S. It was built at the joint expense of the city and county, and it contains most of

—

The jail is in Maiden Lane, near the City Hall.
offices.''
The Albany Exchange, a massive granite building, is situated on Broadway, at the foot of State
It was erected in 1839 by a joint-stock company, and contains the post-office, the general
St.
offices of the New York Central R. R. Co., and a variety of other offices.
The Public Schools^ have hardly kept pace with the progress of other institutions of the city, or

the city and county

with the public schools of other cities in the State. Until within the last few years, the whole
of a Board of Commissioners, appointed by the Regents
public school interest was under the charge
The people, having no power over school matters, took but little interest in
of the University.
them, and the schools languished in every department. There was a great deficiency in schoolThis
houses, in the number of teachers employed, and in the general supervision of schools.
system has been changed of

and a

late,

improvements have commenced which bid

series of

fair to

soon place the schools of Albany on a par with those of her sister cities. In 1857, there were 13
The number of children between
school districts, employing 53 teachers, 16 males and 37 females.
4 and 21 was 18,359, of whom 6729, or 37 per cent., were in attendance some portion of the year.'

There are 70 private schools, reporting 3827 pupils.
The Albany Academy, (for boys,) fronting on Eagle

St., opposite the State HaU, is a flourishing
was chartered by the regents, March 4, 1813: the corner-stone of the present
building was laid July 29, 1815, and it was opened for students Sept. 1, 1817. Dr. T. Romeyn
Beck was its principal for 31 years and under him the school obtained a deservedly high reputaThe building is an imposing structure, of red Nyack freestone, in the Italian style, fronting
tion.

It

institution.

;

on a park of 3

acres.^*

1 In
1856, the receipts of barley at tide water exceeded 2,000,000
bushels.
2 In 1858 there was received at Albany by canal,
principally
from the n., 267,406,411 feet of boards and scantling, 11,949,700
feet of timber, 31,823 M. of shingles, and 67,505 tons of staves.
8 The
directory of 1858 gives the following aggregate of the
manufacturing establishments in the city 4ag. implement facs.
8 boiler and steam-engine shops 9 bookbinderies ; 10 breweries;
9 brick yards 17 carriage and car fac. 1 ear wheel fac. 5
4 drain tile fac. ; 9 flour mills 13 harness shops ;
distilleries
8 hat fac. 13 iron founderies 11 machine shops 14 malt houses
15 printing offices; 3 safe fac; 5 sawing and planing mills; 2
type and stereotype founderies 13 stove manufac. ; and 4 piano
factories. There are about 50 commission merchants; 60 dealers
in flour and grain and 50 lumber dealers.
* In 1796 the
corporation was empowered to construct water
works, but nothing was done. Afterward the enterprise was
completed by a private company, who obtiiined their supply of
water from Maezlandt Kil, N. of the city. This supply not being
BufiScient, an act was passed in 1850 for the construction of pubThe vote in the city stood, " For wafer," 4405
lic water works.
"No water," 6; "Brandy and water, strong," 1. The works of
the old company were purchased and the present works built.
^ The
original cost of construction was $850,000 and the total
The main pipes measure
«i)si up to Jan. 1, 1858, $1,018,495.
:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

42 78-100 miles. The receipts for the year ending Oct. 31, 1857,
were $75,550. The revenues are sufficient to pay the interest on
the debt for construction and the cost of maintenance, and leave
a considerable balance to form a sinking fund for the final
liquidation of the debt.
« See
pages 27, 44, 136.
' This
building is 109 feet front by 80 feet deep. In front it
has a recessed porch, supported by 6 Ionic columns. In the
center of the hall, in the second story, is a statue of Hamilton,
by Hewes and in the common council room are portraits of the
first 13 Governors of the State.
8 A Lancasterian School
Society was incorp. May 26, 1812, a
school having been maintained for some time previous. The
members of the common council were ex-officio members of the
In
society, and those giving $25 were entitled to a scholarship.
1817, the society erected the building now occupied by the Alwhich
continued
of
the
school,
bany Medical College, for the use
to be occupied until 1834, when the school was superseded by
the public school system of the State. Wm. Tweed Dale was
principal of the school for 23 years.
» Tlie total
expenses of the schools for 1857 were $44,310 10.
Total receipts, the same. No. of volumes in Dist. Libraries, 9285
10 The late
Henry W. Delavan bequeathed ^2000 to this insti
tution, the income of which is devoted to the education of in(ii
;

gent youth.
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The Albany Female Academy, on N. Pearl St., was established in 1814, and incorp. in 1821, and
was completed May 12, 1834. The institution has uniformly borne a high reThe building is in Grecian style, with an Ionic portico.*
putation.
The Albany Female Seminary, situated on Division St., was incorp. April 9, 1828. It is under
the present building

the charge of the Meth. denomination.
The Albany Institute, a society for the promotion of science and art, was incorp. Feb. 27, 1829
by the union of Society of Arts and the Albany Lyceum of Natural History.' It has three departments, devoted to 1st, Physical Sciences and the Arts; 2d, Natural History; and 3d,

—

History

and Gen. Literature. During the winter months it holds semi-monthly meetings. It has a valuable library, and an extensive cabinet of minerals and of specimens of natural history.'
The Young Men's Association was formed in 1833, and incorp. March 12, 1835. It supports a
lecture course during the winter, and has a library of above 7000 vols., and a reading room
supplied
with 70 papers and 15 other periodicals. It is the oldest institution of the kind in the U. S., and
has about 1000 members.

A

Catholic Young Men's Association has sustained a course of lectures for several winters.
School, erected by the city in 1857, for vagrant children, is not completed.

The Albany Industrial

It is located in the rear of the Penitentiary.

Co.)

is

The Albany Mercantile College (Bryant,

Stratton

&

located on Broadway. (See p. 748.)

The Dudley Observatory, on an eminence in the N. border of the city, was founded through the
munificence of Mrs. Blandina Dudley and other liberal patrons of science. It was incorp. April
The building is admirably arranged, and
2, 1852, and its management intrusted to 15 trustees.
furnished with instruments, several of which are the largest and most delicate ever constructed.
It was dedicated Aug. 28, 1856, and placed under the charge of a scientific council, to be employed
by the coast survey in the determination of longitudes, and other purposes connected with that
great national enterprise. It has a special library of about 1000 volumes.*
The Albany Medical College, located upon Eagle St., was incorp. Feb. 16, 1839.

Two

courses of

and the institution has secured a deservedly high reputation in the
medical profession. It has an extensive medical museum, and a choice library of 5000 vols.
The Law School of the University of Albany was instituted under the university charter of April
Two courses of lectures are annually held in rooms attached to the medical college
17, 1851.
This school has obtained an excellent reputation.
building.
The Albany Almshouse, consisting of a poor house,^ insane asylum,' and a fe\er hospital,' is
located upon a farm of 116 acres, IJ miles s. w. of the city, and is entirely owned and managed by
the city authorities. These departments are supplied with commodious and appropriate buildings.
The Industrial School building is located upon the same farm.
The Albany City Hospital, located on Eagle St., was incorp. April 11, 1849. It was founded by
private subscription, and the present building* was opened for the reception of patients Aug. 8, 1854.'
The Albany Orphan Asylum, on Washington St., at the junction of the Western Turnpike, was
time it had been in practical operation for nearly two years. It
incorp. March 30, 1831, at which
was commenced as a private enterprise, and the present building was erected by subscription and
the product of several ladies' fairs. It is now supported by funds received from the State, the
interest on its endowment, and the proceeds of an annual fair.
The St. Vincent Orphan Asylum was incorp. in 1849. The female department, situated on N.
Pearl St., is under the charge of the Sisters of Mercy. The male department, 2 mi. w. of the capitol,
is under the care of the Christian Brothers.
The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed in 1640. Rev. Johannes Megapolenses was settled
as pastor in 1642, under the patronage of the patroon. A regularly organized Lutheran church
It was reorganized Aug. 26, 1784,
existed in 1680, but the date of its formation is unknown.
lectures are held annually

;

in this building, was incorp. Feb.
about 5,000 vols.
of
the
Smithsonian
Institution, read his first
Henry,
scientific papers before this association, and performed his first
at
the
while
a
Albany Academy. The
pupil
experiments
original
Society for the Promotion of Agriculture, Arts, and Manufactures,
was established in 1791, incor. 1793, and expired in 1804, by
limitation of charter. Revived as the Society for the Promotion
of Useful Arts incor. 1804. These were State Institutions, and
the latter became local on the establishment of the Board of
1

The Albany Library, kept

14, 1792.
2 Prof.

It contains

:

Agriculture, in 1819, and continued a city institution until its
union with the Albany Lyceum of Natural History in 1829.
• The
library and cabinet are kept in the Albany Acad, building.
* The
building is in the form of a cross, 86 by 70 feet. Among
the instruments is a calculating engine, made by C. Scheutz, a

Swede, and purchased by John F. Rathbone.

It is the only one

A large class of calculations is performed by its
and the results are impressed upon leaden plates, ready to
electrotype and print. This institution has been involved in an
unhappy controversy between the trustees and council, which
has embarrassed its plans; but it is now in active operation
under cheering auspices.
6 The
city contracts to support county paupers at $1.25 per
in existence.
use,

each. A school connected with this institution is kept
throughout the year.
6 Built at an
expense of $12,000, and with accommodations for

week

11

80 inmates.
' Cost
$5000.
8 This
building
^

The whole

was erected by the city for a jail.
cost of the institution has been about $50,000^
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first Prot. E. Church (St. Peter's) was erected in 1715, on a site granted by the governor of the
of State St., opposite Barrack (now Chapel) St., and was demolished
colony. It stood in the center
The communion plate of this church was
in 1802, and the present edifice built by Philip Hooker.
The most imposing and costly church edifices in
to the Onondagas by Queen Anne.

The

presented

the city are the Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, corner of Eagle and Lydius Sts.,
There are now (1858) 48 churches in the city.*
St. Joseph's (R. C.) Church.
At an early period Albany acquired much importance from being the principal center of the
Indian trade, and afterward the place where the great military expeditions against Canada were

and

importance as a military station led to its being fortified at an early period and,
often threatened with invasion, no hostile army ever reached it.' It became the
the State government in 1797. For 30 years after the Revolution, Albany was
seat
of
permanent
the seat of the entire trade of the western part of the State, the produce being brought in by sleighs
The first great impulse to its commercial prosperity was given by the successful trip
in winter.
fitted out.^

although

it

Its

;

was

of the Clermont,* the first steamboat of Fulton, in 1807, and the improvements in steam navigation
which immediately followed. The steamboats now upon the Hudson River are among the very
The completion of the Erie Canal, in 1825, and
largest that navigate any inland watefs.^
of the various lines of railroads since that time, have each essentially added to the growth and
Business is principally centered upon Broadway, State, S. Pearl, and
prosperity of the city.®
Washington Sts. The Dutch language and customs, which continued until long after the English
conquest, have almost entirely disappeared. Very few families retain any characteristics of their
origin, although many occupy the same lots that were conveyed to their ancestors two centuries ago.
The peculiar Dutch architecture has now nearly disappeared, and within the limits of the city there
are not more than a dozen houses with the sharp gables fronting even with the street, the tile roof,
and antiquated appearance, so common but a few years ago. The city has been visited by several
disastrous fires,^ and the lower part has often been inundated by water.^

BERIV^—^was

formed from Rensselaerville, March 17, 1795.

Knox was

taken

ofi*

in 1822.

It

near the center of the western border of the county. The Helderbergh Mts., 1200 feet above
tide, form the eastern border.
Grippy and Irish Hills, two broad mountains, with steep declivities
and rolling summits, 900 to 1000 feet above tide, occupy the center. The s. and w. parts are hilly,
and the n. roUing. The principal streams are the Foxen Kil and the Switz Kil, These streams
lies

flow N. w. through narrow valleys bordered by steep hill sides. Werners and Thompsons Lakes, in
the N.E., are small sheets of water. In the lime rock, in the n. e. part, are numerous small caves

and sink holes.*" There are several sulphur springs in town. The soil is a sandy and gravelly
loam interspersed with clay. Bernville (Bern p.o.) contains 50 houses;" E. Bern*^(p.v.)
15; S. Bern (p. v.) 15; and Reidsville (p. v.) 12. Peoria is a small village on the line of
Knox. Settlement was begun about 1750 by a few German families. In 1777, a company of 85
militia were raised in this town, of which the captain and 63 men joined the British, and the
remainder the Americans at Saratoga. Bernville, then called "Beaver Dam," was fortified during
the war, and sentinels were posted at night to prevent surprise by the Indians.*' The place at one
1 Of these there are 8 Meth.
E., 7 Bap., 5 Prot. E., 5 Presb., 5
R. C, 3 Ref. Prot. D., 3 Jewish Syn., 3 Evang. Luth., 2 Wes.
Meth., Cong., Evang. Ger. Asso., Evang. Prot. Ger., Asso. Presb.,
Friends, Unita., and Univ.
2 On the 19th of June, 1754, the first
Congress of the colonies
assembled at Albany, to devise a general plan of union and
measures of defense, in view of the French and Indian hostilities,
then just commencing. This Congress consisted of delegates
fromN.H., Mass., R.I., Conn., N.Y., Penn., and Md. The "plan
of union" drawn up by Dr. Franklin was adopted, but it was
afterward rejected by the British government as being too democratic, and by the colonies as giving too much power to the king.
3 The first fort waa built
by the Dutch, in 1614, on the island
below the city, which is hence called Castle Island. In 1617 a
fort was built at the mouth of the Normans Kil ; and in 1628
another was erected near the present steamboat landing, in the
8. part cf the city, and named Fort Orange, in honor of the
reigning prince of Holland. A quadrangular fort, called "Fort
Frederick," was afterward built on the high ground, now State
St., between St. Peter's Church and the Geological Hall, with
lines of palisades extending down Steuben and Hudson Sts. to
the river. These fortifications were demolished soon after the
Revolution, and the only evidence of their existence now remaining is the curved outlines which they have given to the
streets in the older parts of the city.
* The Clermont was 100 feet long, 12 feet wide, and 7 feet
deep. The first voyage to Albany was accomplished in 28 hours
and 45 minutes. This boat was afterwards enlarged, and her
"
aiune changed to the North River."

As a contrast to the " Clermont," it may be stated that the
" Isaac Newton," of the
People's Line of Steamers, is 404 feet
long, 75 wide, and 47 deep, and has sleeping accommodations for
more than 700 passengers.
"
6 The
sloop
Experiment," of 80 tons, Capt. Stewart Dean,
sailed in the fall of 1785 from Albany to China. This was the
second vessel from the U.S. to Canton. She was absent 18
months, and returned with a cargo of teas, nankeens, damask
silks, and 13 sets of China ware, to order, for family gifts.
' A fire in 1797 burned 96
dwellings, and rendered 150 families houseless.
Aug. 17, 1848, a most destructive fire broke out,
which destroyed a considerable portion of the commercial part of
(>

the city bordering upon the river,and also many boats in the basin.
8
Upon the breaking up of the ice in the river, Feb. 9, 1857,
the water completely submerged the lower part of the city, and
came up so high that it covered Broadway in front of the Exchange. The damage to property was immense.
8 Named from the native
place of Jacob Weidman, first settler

and mill owner.
1" In one of these

caves, during the war, a notorious tory and
Salisbury was concealed for some time, but was at
The place is still known as "Tory's Hole."
Simms's Schoharie, p. 625.
11 In 1825 an extensive ax
fiictory was erected here; but it
was soon after removed to Cohoes.
"
12
called
Philadelphia," and still locally knovni as
Formerly
" Philla."

spy

named

—

last arrested.

18 The
family of Johannes Deitz, consisting of 8 persons, wert
murdered by the Indians. Simm^s Schoharie, p. 499.
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pastor was Johannes Schuyler, in 1767.*

time became a rendezvous for
Jan. 1763.

The

first settled
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tories.^

BETHLEHEM—was formed from Watervliet, March

12, 1793.

Dam was

formed in

New Scotland was taken off

on the bank of the Hudson, e. of the center of the county, and includes the islands
w. of the main channel of the river. Its surface consists of a rolling upland, ending upon the river
in steep bluffs 100 to 150 feet high.
Near the center of the towh are a few sand ridges and rocky
knolls.
The principal streams are Coeymans Creek, Vlamans Kil and Normans Kil. The declivities of the upland are broken by numerous deep gulleys worn by streams flowing into the Hudson.
There are two small caves, several sulphur springs, and quarries of coarse brown sandstone, in
town. The soil is sand and clay.* Groesbecb. is a suburb of Albany. Pop. 1,232. KenYTOOd, a village near the mouth of Normans Kil, contains an extensive mill, and a manufactory
in 1832.

It lies

of woolen and cotton knit goods.

Upper HoIIo^v, Adams ville,

IVormaiiskill,

Bethleliem Center, (p. o.,) Beckers Corners, Cedar Hill, (p.
lebem are hamlets. Callanans Corners, in the n. w. corner, is a
overlooking the Hudson below Albany are several fine country seats.
made upon Castle Island,* in 1614, and a fort erected the same year.
overflow, in 1617 another fort was built at the mouth of
commenced in 1630, by tenants under Van Rensselaer.

Normans

The

As

o.,)

and S.

On

p. o.
first

(p. o.,)

Beththe hills

settlement was.

this island

was

liable to

Kil.^

Agricultural improvements
Mills were built on the Normans Kil and

Beaver Kil at a very early period. A part of the house known as "Whitehall," near the Delaware
Road, was built by Gen. Bradstreet, and during the Revolution is said to have been a secret rendezvous for tories. Cherry Hill, just out of Albany, on the river road, was the residence of Gen. Solomon Van Rensselaer. A Ref. Prot. D. church was formed in colonial times, and in 1794 S. Van
Rensselaer gave the society 100 acres of land,

known

as the parsonage farm.*

COEYMAIVS— (Quee'mans) was formed from Watervliet, March 18, 1791. A part of Westerlo
was taken off in 1815. It was named from the patentee. It is the s. e. corner town in the county,
and includes the Barren islands in the Hudson. Its surface consists of an upland, 200 to 400 feet
above the river, broken by ridges and hills rising 100 to 400 feet higher. The principal streams
Coeymans village, are two falls at
Lake is a small sheet of water in
limestone extends through the town 3 or 4 mi.

are the Coeymans' and Haanakrois Creeks. In the former, at
which the stream descends, in the aggregate, 75 feet. Lawsons

A

the N. w. part of the town.
stratum of marble or
from the river. In the n. e. part are two caves, the largest extending 40 rods into a perpendicular
ledge.
Feuri-Spruyt Kil, a small stream in the n. part, disappears, and flows for half a mi. in a

subterranean passage, coming to the surface again in New Scotland. At the place where the stream
disappears it falls perpendicularly into a deep cavity, forming a considerable water power. Another
brook, in the w. part, flows in a similar manner under ground for 40 or 50 rods. There aTe several

mineral springs in town, impregnated with sulphate of magnesia. In the E. the soil is sand mixed
with clay, and in the w. it is gravel and clay. The fossil remains of a mastodon were found on

thefarmof Mr.P.Gidney, mi. w. of the river. Large quantities of hay are sent annually from this
town to the New York market. Coeymans Landing, (Coeymans p.o.,) on the Hudson, is a
village of considerable trade.

Pop. 650.

Coeymans

Hollo^r,

(p.o.,)

Stepbensville,

Indian Fields (p.o.) are small villages in the valley of the Haanakrois. Keefers
Corners is a p.o. Barent Peterse Coeymans, an emigrant from Utrecht in 1636, settled under
and

the patroon as miller, and leased the mills upon the Patroon Creek and Normans Kil. In 1673
he bought the territory included in this town of the Catskill Indians, and a patent was granted
him April 17, 1673, by Gov. Lovelace. Van Rensselaer had previously bought the same lands

Mohawks and a conflict of titles ensued. The matter was finally settled in 1706, by Coeymans agreeing to receive title under the patroon and pay a small annual quit rent.* Settlement
commenced early in the last century.' The first mills were erected by the patentee at Coeymans
of the

;

1 Cornelius Schermerhorn
kept a tory rendezvous, and at one
time an absconding paymaster from Burgoyne's army is said to
have been murdered at his house.
2 A
parsonage farm was given to this church by S. Van RensBelaer, midway between Bernville and Peoria, and a church was
erectwl upon it. In 1835 the society was divided, and a new
editice waa erected at each of the villages, the farm being held
in common by both societies. The census reports 13 churches
in town ; 4 M. E., 3 Christian, 3 Ref. Prot. D., and one, each. Bap.,

Evang. Luth., and Friends.
* The
proximity of this town to Albany has afforded an excellent market for produce, and much of the land has been devoted to the production of milk, butter, and culinary vegetables.
* In 1668 Aiartin Gerritsen Van
Bergen had a lease of tliis

island,

and on some old maps,

it is

called Martin

Gerritsen's

Island.

A map

dated 1630 gives the name of "Godyns Kil" to this
stream. The Indian name was Ta-wal-sou-tha. The present
name is derived from Albert Andriessen Bradt de Noorman, the
lessee of the falls at an early period, and one of the first settlers.
8 There are 6
churches;! T. K.Ch. 2 R. P. D., 2 M. E., 1 Presb.
' The Indian name of this creek is said to have been 0-nis-kethau, and of the flats at Coeymans Hollow Ach-que-tuck.
8 This
arrangement was confirmed by patent from Qaeeu
6

Anne, Aug. 6, 1714.
» Andreas and Lendert Whitbeck were
early settlers near
Ach-que-tuck Daniel Traver and Balthus Keefer near Reefers
Indian Fields.
near
Jno.
&
T.
Witbeck
Corners and A. Serls,
;

;
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Falls.

The

church

first

M.)

(E.

was

built in 1792, 2 mi. west of

1793, Rev. Freeborn Garrison

March

church was organized

GUIliDERIiAlVD —was formed from Watervliet,

Thia

Coepnans Landing.

first pastor.^

Feb. 26, 1803.

It lies near the center of the

northern border of the county. Its surface is greatly diversified. In the w. rises the precipitous
wall of the Helderberghs to a height of 800 feet above the general level of the valleys. The central
the eastern is occupied by numerous sand ridges. The Normans Kil with
part is undulating, and
its branches, the Bozen Kil,'' Black Creek, Wildehause Kil, and Hunger Kil, are the principal
streams. The lower course of the Normans Kil in this town is through a narrow ravine, with

The soil is light and sandy in the e., and gravelly loam mixed with clay in
steep clayey banks.
mineral spring is found upon the farm of Wm. McGowan.
the w.
ville, (Guilderland p.o.,) formerly known as the "Glass House,"* is situated on the old turnpike, 8 mi. w.
of Albany. Ouilderland Center, (p. v.,) locally known as "Bangall," contains 18 houses.

Hamilton

A

Dunnsville,*

(p.o.,)

Rnoiversville,*

(p.o.,)

and

Frencbs Mills/

on the Normans

During the Revolution, a portion of the inhabitants sided with the British ;
and the feuds which grew up between families and neighborhoods have not yet entirely subsided.''
Kil, are small villages.

The Ev. Luth. church

(St. Jame's)

was organized

Heinrich Moeller was the

Oct. 13, 1787.

first

pastor.^

HIVOX—named

—was formed

Knox

from the celebrated Col.

from Bern, Feb. 28, 1822.

It is

the N. w. corner town of the county. Its surface consists of a high plateau region broken by a few
small hills. Its eastern part constitutes a portion of the Helderbergh region ; but the declivities are
80 gradual that they only serve to give to the town a moderate inclination towards the n. and w.
Kil, forming a part of the e. boundary, with its tributaries, and the Beaver Dam Creek,
are the principal streams. There are two caves, supposed to be of considerable extent, about 1^
mi. N. of Knoxville. The soil is principally gravel and clay, with hard pan underneath.

The Bozen

Knox-

ville^

(Knox

p.o.)

contains 23 houses.

W. Townsbip,

(p.o.,)

E.

Township,

and

This town was settled by Germans before
the Revolution. During the war the people became divided in politics, and after the defeat of
Burgoyne many of the tory families went to Canada.^" Saml. Abbot and Andrew Brown, from

on the

Peoria,

line of Bern, are small villages.

Conn., settled in town in 1789 and soon after 20 to 30 families
first church was a Ref. Prot. D."
;

came

in from the

same

State.

The

NEW

SCOTX.AWD—was

of the county.

formed from Bethlehem, April 25, 1832. It is the central town
central parts are high and rolling, with occasional isolated hills

The eastern and

and the western border is occupied by the Helderbergh Mountains. The principal
streams are Normans Kil, Vlamans Creek, and Coeymans Creek, (or Oniskethau Kil,) and several
of their tributaries. Upon the side of Bennett Hill, in the s. w. part, is a strong sulphur spring.

and ridges

;

Near

Clarksville are two caves, extending respectively ^ and ^ mi. under ground.
Streams flow
through each of them. The outlet of Lawsons Lake, in thcN.w. part, about 1 mi. from the lake,
falls into a deep cavity and flows ^ mi. in a subterranean
passage, and in its course it receives a
considerable tributary.^^ At the northern foot of Copeland Hill, near the same locality, are remark-

able sink holes, 5 to 8 feet in diameter, and extending down through the soil and lime rock to a
depth of 10 to 20 feet. A subterranean stream connects the bottoms of these cavities." The soil
is a gravelly loam mixed with
Clarksville (p. v.) is situated at the foot of the Helderclay.
berghs, on Coeymans Creek, and contains 211 inhabitants. liew Salem (p. v.) contains 27

houses; and

New Scotland

(p. v.) 15.

UuionTille,

since the Revolution, a small nnmlier of Indians belonging to
tlie Oneida tribe lived in this town.
They removed, but returued for a short time in 1812. An acct. of £10 was audited in
1792. for building stocks and a whipping post.
1 The census
reports 6 churches in town; 3 M. E., R. P.D.,
B. C. and Union.
2 From "
Boos," angry, because of its rapid descent and severe
freshets.

A

(Union Church

p. o.,)

Feuribusli,

Named from Abel French, who built a factory here in 1800.
clothing works was erected here in 1795, by Peter K. Broeck.
The news of Burgoyne's surrender was celebrated by the
whigs by burning a hollow chestnut tree on a hill. A barrel of
tar had previoviflly been turned down the hollow trunk and
6

A

'

branches.

A

8
R. P. D. church was formed Dec. 14, 1793. Tlie census
reports, besides those already mentioned, 3 churches ; 2 Presb.

was erected here in 1792; and in 1793 the and 1 M. E.
"
* Knoxville was
State loaned the proprietors £3000 for 8 years, 3 years without
formerly known as Union Street," and is still
In 1796 the project was conceived locally called " The Street."
interest and 5 at 5 per cent.
10
of establishing here a manufacturing town, and the ground was
Capt. Jacob Van Aernden was an active leader of the whigs
laid out into streets and lots, under the name of Hamilton. To of this section during the war.
11 The
census reports 6 churches 3 M. E., R. P. D., Luth., and
encourage the project, the company and workmen were exempted
from taxation for 5 years. The works were discontinued in 1815 Bap.
12 This
Munsdl's Annals, vol. III. p. 157.
for want of fuel.
cavity has been explored, and in it are found beautifbl
* Named from
Christopher Dunn, original owner; locally stalactites, and thousands of bats clinging to the roof.
13 This
known as " Hardsorabble."
passage has been explored, and is found to contain
s An inn was
kept here during the Revolution by Jacob Aker. several rooms of considerable size. Some years ago a notorioiu
thief used this cavity as a depository for stolen goods, and for a
Tt was the seat of a fiictory in 1800.
3

glass factory

—

;

—
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and Onisketbau (locally known as "Tarrytown") are hamlets. Tennis Sllngerland, from
Holland, was the first settler on the Oniskethau flats. He purchased 9874 acres, and built a dwelling
near the center of the tract, and erected the first mills.^ The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was
organized at

New

Salem about 1786.*

REUfSSEIiAERVIliIiE —named

—

Van

Rensselaer family was formed from Waterand a part of Westerlo in 1815. It is the s. w.
corner town of the county. Its surface is mostly upland, broken by parallel ridges extending n.
and s. and rising 400 to 600 feet above the valleys. The principal streams are Catskill Creek and
The valleys
its tributaries, Scrub, Fox, Ten Mile, and Eight Mile Creeks, and Willow Brook.
of these streams are narrow, and are bordered by steep hill sides, and the streams are rapid,
and subject to sudden and destructive freshets. Upon Ten Mile Creek, near Rensselaerville, is a
and upon Willow Brook is another of 40 feet. Bog iron has been found in the e.
fall of 100 feet
There is a sulphur spring 2^ miles n. e. of Preston Hollow. The soil is clay and gravel,
part.
underlaid by hard pan. Rensselaerville* (p. v.) contains an academy.* Pop. 561. "Will-

March

vliet,

1790.

8,

Bern was taken

from the

off in 1795,

;

iaiusburgb,

Preston Hollow^

on the w. border of the town, contains 18 houses;

(P-v.)

and Medusa* (p. v.) 30; Potters HoUo'w'' and CooRsburg^ are post-offices.^
The town was mostly settled by emigrants from New England soon after the Revolution. Michael
Brandt, a German from Schoharie, lived in town during the war.^" Daniel Shay, the leader of the
revolt known as Shay's Rebellion, moved to this town in 1795.
Maj. John Edmonds, a Revolutionary officer, was also a settler in this town. The first church (Presb.) was formed in Nov.
1793, and the edifice erected in 1796.^^ Rev. Samuel Fuller was the first pastor.

40;

WATERVIilET —was
of Rensselaerwyck.^^

formed March 7, 1788, and included the w. district of the manor
was taken off in 1790, Coeymans in 1791, Bethlehem in

Rensselaerville

1793, Guilderland in 1803, and Niskayuna in 1809.^^ It lies at the junction of the Hudson and
Mohawk, in the n.e. corner of the county. Its surface is mostly an upland, 200 to 300 feet above
the river. The declivities of this upland are broken by numerous guUeys worn by the small
streams.

A fine intervale,

nearly half a mile in width, extends along the Hudson. At Cohoes, on
feet in height, of which 40 feet is perpenare high and precipitous. The Erie Canal

Mohawk, the river flows over a rocky declivity 78
The banks, both above and below the falls,
dicular."
the

by a series of 18 locks, from the Hudson, through the village of Cohoes, to the most northerly
angle of the town 3* mi. above, and 188 feet above tide. At this point it crosses the river into SaraThe soil is a
toga CO., in a stone aqueduct 1137 J feet long, 26 feet high, and resting upon 26 piers.
Sulphur
deep, rich alluvial upon the river intervale, and a light, sandy loam upon the upland.
rises,

and chalybeate springs, and bog iron ore, are found in town. The quarries of graywacke furnish
an excellent flagging and building stone. This is the most populous town in the State. West
Troy, (p.v.,) incorp. April 30, 1836, is a commercial and manufacturing village opposite the city
of Troy. Pop. 8306. It is especially noted for the extent of its lumber trade, and for beiiig the seat^'
i-xig

him.

time eluded the vigilance of those who wore searching for
At length he was traclied to his hiding place, and the

existence of the cavity was made known.
1
Among the other first settlers were William Panghurn and
Wm. Vanattan at Stoney Hill Ehenezer Wands, John Watt,
Geo. Swan, and Wm. Kirkland, Scotch emigrants, near NewScotland; and Geo. Reed, John Patterson, Saml. Ramsey and
Bons, James McMullin, David Allen, Wm. McCulloch. and
Brandt in otherparts of the town, also Tunis Houghtaling.
2 There are in town 8 churches
4 Ref Prot. D., 3 M. E., Presb.
The Friends organized a meeting in 1812.
8 Samuel
Jenkins, the first settler, located here February 22,
*
1788.
Opened Jan. 17, 1847.
6 Named from the
family of first settlers, who came in soon
;

:

after the Revolution.
" Balls
"
6
MiUs," or Balls Hollow."
Foi-merly called
1 Named from Saml. Potter, who, with his sons and brothers,

were

first settlers.

B. Cook, who purchased land here in
anticipation of business from the Catskill and Canajoharie R.B.,
which was completed to this place from the Hudson. The road
was run two years, when the rails were taken up.
»
known as Willow
Upon the farm of Ezra Lester, in a place
"
Glen, formerly stood a village, known as Pfckham Hollow,"
consisting of 2 stores, 2 smith's shops, and 14 huu.'ies. For a
time it was a rival of Rensselaerville ; but now not a vestige
8

of

Named from Thomas

it remains.
10 At the time

of the Indian incursion into Bern, Mr. B. had
gone to Catskill Landing, leaving his family alone. On their
return, the savages passed close by with their scalps, prisoners,
and plunder, but offered no molestation.
U A Bap. church was formed at Rensselaerville in 1797 ; Rev.

A Bap. church was
the first pastor.
formed at Preston Hollow in 1800 a Friends meeting at Potters
Hollow in 1808; and Trinity Church (P. E.) was organized in
1816. There are besides, in town, 2 M. E. churches.
12 The manor was divided into the East and West
Districts,
March 5, 1779, the river being the separating bounds. This
district, as defined by act of March 24, 1772, embraced all
that part of the manor north of an E. and w. line from Beeren
Island north to Cumberland Co., except the city of Albany.
"
13 It includes the former
Gibbonsville," (incorp.
village of
"
April 23, 1823,) and places known as
Washington" and ^'Port
Truman Beman was

;

Sell ui/ler.''
1* The cascade is

in full view from the R. R. bridge, a few rods
The Chaniplain Canal crosses the Mohawk a
short distance below, in a pond formed by a dam 1650 feet long
and 7 feet high, and unites with the Erie Canal 2 mi. s. of this

below Cohoes.

point.
16 The arsenal
grounds occupy about 100 acres, located between the Troy and Albany turnpike and the Erie Canal, the
latter furnishing water-power for the machinery of the arsen il.
The grounds are inclosed by a high wall, excepting the part between the river and the turnpike. This is the principal govern-

ment

nianufi\ctoi-y of

carriages, machines, equipments,
for the troops and forts of
this estabhshment was
begun in 1814. under Col. Geo. Bomford, of the Ordnance dethe charge of Maj.
it
was
under
and
for
partment,
many years
Jas. Dalliba.
The Watervliet Arsenal now consists of more
than thirty huiUlings, of brick and stone, mostly large shops
and storehouses,— the former of which will accommodate, in
case of need, more than 600 workmen. The stores deposited
here exceed $1,500,000 in value.
company of soldiers of the

gun

ammunition, and military supplies
the United States.

The building of

A
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1G6
of an extensive U. S. arsenal.

It

has a bank, printing

office,

and extensive manuand malt.
The annual

8 churches,^

factures of woolen goods, bells, butts and hinges, castings, carriages,
is about $1,000,000.^
aggregate value of manufactured products

Green Island

(p. v.)

Pop. 1,324. It contains 2 churches,* a car factory, brass, malleable
incorp. Oct. 14, 1853.
R. R. machine shops.
It is also the seat of considerable lumber
iron, and 2 iron founderies and

was

(p. v.,) incorp. under general act, is a manufacturing village upon the
dam is here erected across the Mohawk,* and the water is con6106.
Pop.
ducted by canals to convenient places for factories. The whole fall is 103 feet, and the water
The annual aggregate of manufactured products
is used 5 times from canals of diiferent levels.

trade.*

Colioes,

A

Mohawk.^

The

two banks and

six churches,^ and a large number
The Ref. Prot. D. church of this place
Liisbas Ril, IVcwtonville," and
was organized April 14, 1784, by Rev. E. Westerlo.
Ireland Corners" are hamlets and p. offices. I<oiidonTille is a hamlet, 2^ miles from

nearly $2,000,000.''

is

of stores, shops, &c.

village contains

Bo^bt^

(P-v.) contains

15 houses.

Albany. Tivoli Uollo'wv, on Patroon Creek, adjoining Albany, has extensive manufactures
IVorth Albany lies on the river, north of the city,
of ag. implements, bolts, and hollowware.
"
It includes a portion of the
Lumber District" and several manuand contains 40 houses.

West

Spencerville, or
Albany, is the name applied to the recent establisliments
of the N. Y. C. R. R., 3J mi. n. w. of the city, including the cattle and wood yards and car and
Settlement,*^ in the w. part of the town,
engine houses of the company. The
consists of about 300 persons, living in 4 distinct families, in a manner peculiar to that people.
factories.

Sbaker

Tovrn House Corners is a populous
business has usually been transacted.

neighborhood near the center of the town-, where tovra
The Albany
(p. o.) is a hamlet.

TFatervliet Center

Rural Cemetery*'' was incorp. April 20, 1841, and the site selected April 20, 1844. The premises
were dedicated and consecrated Oct. 7 of the same year. Haver (Dutch for "Oat") and Van Schaicka

Hudson above Green Island, are separated from each other and the mainland by the
Mohawk. Upon the approach of Burgoyne, in the summer of 1777, Gen. Schuyler

Islands, in the

"

Sprouts" of the

retired to these islands

from both the n. and w.

and threw up

fortifications to

check the advance of the enemy expected

the retreat of St. Leger from the siege of Fort Stanwix, no further
trouble was apprehended from the direction of the Mohawk Valley ; and Gen. Gates, upon assuming
the command of the northern army, advanced into Saratoga County. The traces of the fortifications are

Upon

still visible.

WESTERIjO*'*—was

formed from Coeymans and Rensselaerville, March 16, 1813. It lies
upon the center of the southern border of the county. Its surface is broken and hilly, with a
The highest point in the northerly part of the town is 800 feet
general southerly inclination.
above tide. The hills are very steep and irregular, and the valleys are mere narrow ravines. The
streams are Haanakrois, Basie, Wolf, Fly, and Eight Mile Creeks and their branches. These are
all rapid streams, and are liable to severe freshets.
The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam, interOrdnance department forms the guard of the arsenal, and the
men are also employed in the shops. Most of the employees are
A large number of trophy cannon are decitizen mechanics.
posited upon the premises.
1

Bap. org. 1827

Ref. Prot. D., 1844; P. E., (Trinity,) 1835; 2
R.
(St. Patrick's, 1839, and St. Bridget's, 1851,) and 2 M. E.
2 The
village is built on land formerly held by the Bleecker
family. It was purchased by a company of Troy capitalists and
laid out as a village, and has mostly grown up since the com8 Presb. and M. E.
pletion of the canals.
* It is situated
upon an island in the Hudson directly op-

C

;

posite the city of Troy, of which
6 The Cohoes Co. was
incorp.

it

forms a suburb.
28, 1826, with a capital

March

of $250,000, afterward increased to $500,000.
This co. built
the dam, and constructed the canals, for the purpose of leasing
the water power.
<>
This dam is half a mile long, and the canal 2 miles long.
' Tlie
following manufactories were reported here in the census

oflS55:
6 knitting mills, value of product
2 cotton factories

ax and edge

tool factory
2 bed-iitead factories
1

1 veneering factory
2 mills
1 machine shop and foundery
1 tobacco factory
1 shoddy mill
1 wheel factory
1 straw paper factory.

$647,100
618,000
210,000
45,000
42,000
28,000
34,200
21,450
21,840
9,000
9,000

1 bobbin shop
6,000
There are now a considerable number of manufactories not
cluded in the above list.

in-

8

M.

C,

(St.

E., Ref. Prot. D., Presb., P. E., (St. John's,) Bap.,

and R.

Bernard.)

for " bend," in reference to the bend in the
hawk; sometimes called "Groesbeck Corners," from
Groesbeck. One of the earliest settlements in the county
made in this neighborhood.
10 Named from J. M, Newton.
»

The Dutch

Mo-

Wm.

U Named

G.

was

from E. II. Ireland, innkeeper.
This community was formed in 1776, by Ann Lee and her
by whom she is regarded as the spiritual mother of
mankind. It is the oldest of the kind in the U. S., and now
owns 3,000 acres, including about 300 acres of alluvial land on
the Mohawk at the mouth of the Schoharie Creek and on
Shaker Island, which are annually fertilized by the floods of the
Mohawk, and chiefly devoted to the raising of broom corn. The
whole number of buildings in the settlement is about 150,
several of which are of stone or brick. They have a commodious
church, (built in 1848,) 3 oflices, 1 schoolhouse, 8 dwellings,
(suitable for 50 to 100 persons each.) 2 grist mills, 3 saw mills,
3 machine shops, for turning, sawing, Ac, and numerous other
shops and storehouses. Their pursuits are agriculture, horticulture, the manufacture of brooms and medicines, and such
mechanical trades as their own wants require. The females are
employed in household work, dressmaking, spinning, weaving,
braiding whiplashes and bonnets, and in making small salable
articles.
They keep 40 to 50 horses, 100 cows. 16 yoke of oxen,
500 sheep, and young stock in proportion. " Mother Ann" (as
their founder is affectionately named) was buried in the cemetery
near the church family.
13 This
cemetery is located upon the hills west of the Troy
and Albany Road, 4 miles from the city. The grounds are tasto*
fully laid out, and conlain many elegant monuments.
M Named in honor of Rev. Eilardus Westerlo, of A'biny.
12

followers,
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There are several fine quarries of flagging stone in
spersed with clay and underlaid by hardpan.
town. Chestei'ville^ (Westerlo p. o.) contains 196 inhabitants. Dormansvllle,^ (p. o.,)

Soutli IVesterlo, (p. o.,)
Settlement commenced

lets.

at Chesterville

;

Lambs

Corners, and

before the Revolution.*

Roswell Beckwith was the

A

Van Leuveus

Corners,"

are

ham-

Bap. church was organized, about 180U,

first pastor.*

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, ScJiools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures of Albany County.
Acres of Land.

Names of Towns.

Albany
Bern
Bethlehem
Coeymans

,

Guilderland

Knox

New Scotland...
Rensselaerville.
Watervliet
Westerlo
Total

ALLEGANY COUNTY.
This county was formed from Genesee, April 7, 1806. A portion
was annexed March 11, 1808. Portions were set
off to Genesee in 1811, to Wyoming and Livingston in 1846, and to
Livingston in 1856. It lies upon the s. line of the State, w. of the
center is centrally distant 220 miles from Albany, and contains
1,033 sq. miles. The surface is mostly an upland, separated into

of Steuben co.

;

The highest
ridges and broken by the deep valleys of the streams.
summits, in the s. part, are 500 to 800 feet above the valleys and
The declivities are usually too
2,000 to 2,500 feet above tide.
Toward the n. the co. gradually
steep for profitable cultivation.
its mountainous character and spreads out into a hilly

loses

The Genesee River flows in a n. e. direction through
region.
forming a deep valley bordered by abrupt hillsides. The main ridges
river and about 10 mi. distant from it form watersheds, dividing the waters
^parallel to the
flowing N. from those flowing s. The streams e. of the e. ridge are tributaries of the Susquehanna, and those w. of the w. ridge of the Allegany. Narrow valleys break the continuity of
near the center of the

—

co.,

—

these ridges, and in numerous instances streams flowing in opposite directions take their rise
within a few rods of each other. The principal tributaries of the Genesee are Wigwam, Angelica,
and Cryder Creeks on the e., and Fords, Knight, Van
Philips, Vandemark, Dike, Chenunda,

Campens, White, Black, Caneadea, and Six Town Creeks on the w. The streams flowing e. from
E. border of the co. are Canaseraga and Sugar Creeks, Canisteo River, Karr Valley, McHenry
Valley, and Whitney Valley Creeks and the streams flowing w. from the w. border are Oil,
Wolf, Dodges, Deer, and Little Genesee Creeks.
The rocks of the co. belong to the shales and sandstones of the Portage and Chemung groups,
the former appearing in the deep valleys in the n. part, and the latter covering the tops of the s.
At various localities the sandstone furnishes an excellent building material and in Rushhills.
The shales in the s. w. part are highly charged with bituford it is quarried for grindstones.
minous matter and many of the springs have a strong bituminous taste and smell. From a
spring in Cuba petroleum, or rock oil, issues in considerable quantities. Iron pyrites are found to
some extent associated with the shale. Drift deposits are found in some portions of the co.,
the

;

—

;

;

The soil upon the uplands is generally a heavy clay, dethough not in large quantities.
rived from the disintegration of the shales, and in most sections largely mixed with undecomposed fragments of the rocks. In the valleys the soil is mostly a gravelly loam and alluvium. From
its surface and geological formation, the co. is best adapted to grazing; and, although
wheat and the spring grains are successfully produced, stock and wool growing and dairying
form the principal branches of agricultural pursuit. The manufacture of lumber has formed the
leading interest for a long series of years, and facilitated the occupation and cultivation of the
lands but as the primitive pine forests have disappeared the pursuits of the people have become
more and more exclusively agricultural. A considerable portion of the s. part of the co. is yet
covered with forests, and lumbering is still pursued to ^ome extent.
The county seat is located at the village of Angelica.^ The courthouse is an old, dilapidated
brick building, built in 1819, and now entirely inadequate to the comfortable accommodations
of the courts. The jail is a wood structure, erected in 1849. It has no facilities for the proper
classification of prisoners, and no means of ventilation.*
The clerk's office is in a separate
The poorhouse is located upon a farm of 180 acres in
building, contiguous to the courthouse.

the nature of

;

Angelica, 2 mi.

e. of

the courthouse.

It is a stone
building, affording

1
By the act erecting the county in 1806, courts were
directed to be held at Angelica on the 2d of June. 1807. By an
act of March 11, 1808, the county seat was permanently located
at Angelica, and a courthouse and jail were authorized to be
erected, under the direction of Moses Carpenter, John Gibson,
and
Uiggins. The jail was built soon after ; but the courts
continued to be held in private rooms until 1819, when the
present courthouse was erected. The old jail continued to be
occupied until 1849, when it was superseded by the present

Wm
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structure.

An

act

ample accommodations

was passed, April

2,

for

1858, providing for the

immediate removal of the county seat s. to the line of the
N. Y. & Erie R. R.; but the execution of the law has been arrested and restrained by legal proceedings now pending in the
State courts. The first co. officers were Philip Church, First
Judge; Jacob S. Holt. County Clerk ; John Gibson, Sheriff; and
Luke Godspead, SurrngaU.
2 The
jail has an average number of 6 inmates, supported lit
a weekly cost of $2.75 each.
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The average number

of inmates

is 57,

supported at a weekly cost of $1.03 each. The farm yields a revenue of $1,000.^
The Genesee Valley Canal extends s. from the n. boundary of the co. along Genesee River to
Belfast, thence up the valley of Black Creek to New Hudson, and thence across to the valley
of Oil Creek, and down the valley of that stream to the w. bounds of the co. The N. Y. & Erie

R. R. extends from Steuben

down

co.

up Whitney Valley Creek

the valley of that stream to Genesee River

thence up

Van Campens Creek

;

;

thence

Dyke Creek, and
the Genesee to Belvidere

thence across to

down

;

Friendship Village ; thence across to the valley of Oil Creek,
and down that stream to the w. bounds of the co. It passes through Almond, Alfred, Andover,
The Buffalo & N. Y. City R. R. extends through
Wellsville, Scio, Amity, Friendship, and Cuba.
Burns and Grove, in the n. e. corner of the co.
to

Four weekly newspapers are now published in the co.'*
The two western tiers of towns in this co. were included in the Holland Land Purchase, and the
remaining part belonged to the Morris Reserve. John B. Church became the owner of 100,000
His son, Judge Philip Church, subsequently became the proprietor of oneacres of this tract.
A few settlers had
half, or 50,000 acres, and the pioneer settler of the tract at Angelica, in 1804.
previously located at different points in the valley of the Genesee and the settlement of the co.
may be said to have commenced with the century. The roughness of the surface, and the superior
richness of the lands further n., had a tendency to retard the development of this co. and for
many years comparatively little progress was made. The construction of the Genesee Valley
Canal and of the Erie R. R. gave an impulse to improvement and afforded an opportunity to
;

;

convey the rich products of the extensive pine forests to a profitable market. Agricultural improvements have slowly followed the retreat of the forests ; and now nearly one-half of the co. is
under improvement to some extent.

AliFRED —was formed from

Angelica, March 11, 1808. A part of Angelica was annexed in
Almond and Independence were taken off in 1821, a part of West Almond in 1833, and a
It lies upon the e. border of the co., a little s. of the center.
of Ward in 1856.
Tbj surface

1816.

part

by narrow valleys. The highest summits are 500 to 800
Whitney Valley Creek flows to the n. e., and Dyke Creek to the s. The
soil upon the hills is a clayey or shaly loam, and in the valleys a gravelly loam.
Alfred
Center (p. v.) contains a church, the Alfred Academy and University,' and 177 inhabit-

consists of deep, irregular hills separated
feet

above the streams.

ants

Bakers

;

Bridg'e,

mill,

and 134 inhabitants.

mit

is

contains a church, flouring
o.,) in the n. e. corner,
a station upon the Erie Rail Road.
Tip Top SumThe first settlement was made near Alfred Center, in May,

(Alfred p.
It is

also a rail road station.

1 In the
report of the Senate committee of 1857, this institution
Lunatics were confined for weeks
is reported as poorly kept.
together without attendance and without having their cells
cleaned and it was a custom of the keeper to flog the inmates
with a raw hide.
* The
Angelica Republican was started in Oct. 1820, by Franklin Cowdery, and was continued 2 years. In 1827 it was
revived as
T?ie AUegany Republican, published by Samuel P. Hull. In
1832 it was changed to
The Angelica Republican and Farmers and Mechanic^ Press,
issued by B. F. Smead. During the same year it was
;

The Advocate and Whig.

In 1856 the Beechers sold

to Charles

Horton, who united the paper with The Reporter.
The Republican Era was started at Angelica in 1844 and issued

a short time.
started at the village of Oram el in
1846 by Horace E. Purdy. Its publication was continued by different persons until 1857.
The Cuba Advocate was commenced at Cuba, Oct. 29, 1838, by
Isaac C. Sheldon, and was continued several years.
The Political Investigator (mo.) was published at Angelica a
short time in 1848.

The Republican Era was

The American Banner was commenced at Cuba in Feb. 1855, by
Hatch & Pratt. In July, 1857, the name of the paper
again changed to
was changed to
The AUegany Republican and Internal Improvement Advocate,
and published by Peter Cherry. In 1836 it was issued as Tlie Sontliern Tier, and its publication continued byC.
Pratt, M. B. Champlin, editor.
TkeAngelica Republican and Allegany Whig. It soon after passed
into the hands of Wm. Pitt Angell. who changed it to
The Almond Herald was commenced at Almond in 1853 by R.
The Angelica Reporter and Allegany Republican. It soon passed
Denton, who published it 1 year, when it was suspended.
into the hands of Samuel C. Wilson, and was issued for
In about 6 months it was resuscitated by Melvin Hyde
several years as
and Isaac Busby, and appeared under the name of
TM Angelica Reporter. In 1841 it was published by Horace E. The AUegany Sentinel. Subsequently it passed into the hands
of Pruner & Spencer, by whom the paper was published
Purdy and Chas. Horton: and in 1844 Mr. Horton became sole proprietor. In 1850 he purchased The Advountil 1856.
cate and Whig, and published the combined paper as
The Genesee "Valley Free Press was commenced at
The Angelica Reporter and Angelica AdvoBelfast in Jan. 1853, by A. N. Cole. In March followcate and WHlg, under which name it is still
ing, the paper was removed to Wellsville, where the
issued.
publication is continued by Mr. Cole.
The Republican ^gis and AU*:gany Democrat was published at The Rural Budget was commenc^l at Wellsville in Oct.
Angelica in 18.30.
1856, by Richard 0. Shant, by whom the publication is
The AUegany Gazette was issued at Angelica in 1840.
continued.
S The academic
AUegany Co. Advocate was started at Angelica in Jan. 1842,
part of this institution was incorp. in 1S42. and
by Erastus S. Palmer. It was successively issued by the university in 1857. The erection of the university builmng
Ellroy & Churchill, Peter S. Norris, and Wm. H. & C. M. has been commenced. It is under the charge of the Seventh
Beecher. In 1852 it was united with The Cubu Whig Day Baptists. The building occupied by the female department
and issued as
was burned Feb. 14, 1858.

Tlie
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1807, by Clark Crandall, from Rensselaer co.^ The first church (Seventh
in 1816.
There are now 2 churches in town ; both Seventh Day Bap.

—was

Day Bap.)

-was

formed

A

31, 1823.
part of Birdsall was taken off in
north of the center of the co. Its surface is a hilly
of the streams.
The highest summits are 500 to 700
upland, divided into ridges by the valleys
The principal streams are Wigwam, Plum, and Bakers Creeks. The soil
feet above the valleys.

ALiIiEIV

1829.

It is

an

formed from Angelica, Jan.

interior town,

situated

by hardpan, and

loam and alluvium.
There are no stores,
A few small settlements were made about the comtaverns, doctors, or lawyers in the town.
mencement of the century, but the principal settlements were made subsequent to 1820.^ The
first religious services were conducted bv Rev. Robert Hunter, (Presb.,) in 1821; and the first
church (Presb.) was formed in 1830.^

upon the uplands

Allen,

(p. 0.,) in

clay underlaid
the e. part, and

is

in the valleys a gravelly

Allen Center

(p. o.) are

hamlets.

AliMA—was

formed from Willing, Nov. 23, 1854. It is the central town on the s. border
The surface is broken and mountainous. Honeoye Creek and its branches, flowing
The greater part of the surface is yet covered
in deep, narrow ravines, foi-m the drainage.
with forests. The soil upon the uplands is a clayey and sandy loam, and in the valleys a gravelly
loam and alluvium. Lumbering is the principal pursuit and large quantities of pine lumber are
of the CO.

;

annually manufactured.

Alma,,

the w. part of the town, contains a steam sawmill
made in 1833, by Warren Huff, from Quebec, Canada.*

(p. v.,) in

and 15 houses. The first settlement was
The first religious services were performed by Rev. Reuben Kent, in 1838; and the first and only
There is no church edifice in town.
religious association (M. E.) in town was formed in 1850.

A1<]^0]VD

—was formed

1829, and a part of
Its surface
center.

from Alfred, March

West Almond

in 1833.

16, 1821.

It lies

upon the

A part of
e.

was taken

Birdsall

border of the

a

co.,

little n.

off in

of the

mostly an upland, separated into several distinct ridges by the deep valleys
Karr Valley, McHenry Valley, and Whitney Valley Creeks. The
highest summits are 500 to 800 ft. above the valleys. The soil is a gravelly and clay loam. Quarries of good building stone, and sulphur springs, are found in various localities.
Almond,
is

of Canisteo River and the

(p. V.,) near the e. line, contains 2 churches, 2 flouring mills, several manufactories, and about
in Karr Valley, and IVortli
are p. offices.
1,000 inhabitants. Center
The first settlement was made at Karr Valley, by Rev. Andrew Gray, Wm. Gray, Jos. Rathbun,
and
Vandemark, all from Penn., in the spring of 1796.^ The first religious meeting was

Almond

Almond,

held at Karr Valley, by Rev. Andrew Gray, (Presb.,) in his
church was formed, the same year, by Mr. Gray.®

own

house,

May

1,

1797; and the

first

AMITY—^was

formed from Angelica and Scio, Feb. 22, 1830. A part of Ward was taken
an interior town, lying a little s. of the center of the co. The surface is hilly
and broken, the summits rising 500 to 800 feet above the valleys. Genesee River flows n. w.
through the w. part and receives as tributaries Van Campens and Philips Creeks. The valleys
of these streams are narrow and are bordered by steep hillsides. The soil is principally a clayey
and sandy loam. Plillipsville, (p. v.,) on the Genesee, was incorp. Feb. 21, 1853. It contains 3 churches, 2 sawmills, a flouring mill, and about 1,000 inhabitants.
It is a station upon the
rail road.
Belvidere, (p. v.,) on the Genesee, at the mouth of Van Campens Creek, in the
N. w. corner of the town, contains 3 sawmills and 181 inhabitants.
It is also a rail road station.
The first settlement was made in 1804, near Belvidere, by John T. Hyde.' The first religious
off in 1856.

It is

Nathan Green, from Madison co., settled at Bakers Bridge in Matthew McHenry, Jos. Coleman, and Geo. Lockhart, all from
The first child born was Rebecca Stillman, in 1808 the Luzerne co., Penn., settled in the town in 1797. The first child
marriage, that of Luke Maxson and Susan Green and the born was Wm. McHenry, in 1799; the first marriage, that of
and the first death,
first death, that of Chas. H. Clark, who accidentally shot him- Peter Putnam and Polly Waters, in 1804
self.
Nancy Teater taught the first school, in 1815; John Teater that of Mattliew McHenry, in 1801. The first school was taught
kept the first inn, in 1818 and B. S. Davis built the first saw- at Karr Valley, by Jos. A. Rathbun. in Dec. 1802. Benj. Van
mill, in 1821, and the first gristmill, in 1824.
Campen kept the first inn, at Karr Valley, in 1805 and Phinetig
2 The first school was
taught near the s. line, in 1820. The Stevens built the first sawmill, in 1806, at Almond Village, and
Asa Clark the first gristmill, in 1818.
first inn was kept by Mrs. Armstrong, near the s. line, in 1827.
6 The census
The first sawmjll was erected by Asher Miner, on Wigwam
Presb., Bap., and Weg.
reports 3 churches
1

1807.

;

first

;

;

;

;

;

Creek, in 1825.
* The census
reports 3 churches Cong., Bap., and M. E.
* The first child born was Emeline, daughter of Azor Hurlbut, Sept. 1, 1836; and the first death, that of John Bagley, in
1838. The first school was taught by Clarinda Kent, in 1839.
Azor Hurlbut kept the first inn. in 1837, Sam'l J. Peet the first
store, in 1844 ; and John W. Post erected the first sawmill, in
1843.
6
Maj. Moses Van Campen, Capt. Henry McHenry, Walter, Jos.,
and Sam'l Karr, Silas Ferry, Stephen Major, Benj. Van Campen,
;

Meth.
'
Harry Davis, from Hampshire co., Mass.,
ville in 1805.

The

first child

born was

settled near Philips-

Hannak Hyde, Nov.

4,

1804; the first m.arriage, that of Loammi Asthley and Rachel
Baker, in 1807 ; and the first death, that of Harvey Manning, in
1806. Polly Baker taught the first school, in 1810 Ebenezer
Hyde kept the first inn, at Belvidere, in 1809: Alvin E. Parker
the first store, at Philipsville, in 1830; and Philip Church built
the first sawmill, on Genesee Kiver, in 1806, and the first gristmill, in 1808,
;

ALLEGANY COUNTY.

171

Samuel Van Campen, by Rev. Robert Hubbard,
church (Bap.) was formed by Rev. Jonathan Post, in 1816.^

-was held at the house of

meeting
1814; and the

first

AIVDOVER —was
taken

formed from Independence, Jan. 28, 1824.

and a part of Wellsville
The surface is very hilly and still

off iu

1824,

in 1855.

upon the

It lies

A
e.

(Presb.,) in

part of Independence was
border of the co., s. of the

some of the original pine forests. Dyke Creek
soil is chiefly a heavy loam resting on hardpan. The primitive forests had a large proportion of pine and the manufacture of pine lumber
for many years a leading pursuit
is still carried on to some extent.
Andover, (p. v.,) near
the center of the town, contains 4 churches, a grist and saw mill, and 374 inhabitants. It is a r. r.
station.
Shoemakers Corners (Elm Valley p. o.) is a hamlet on the w. line of the town.
The first settlement was made in the spring of 1795, by Nathaniel Dyke, from Tioga Point,
Penn.,
originally from Conn.^ The first religious meeting was held at the house of Mr. Dyke,
by Rev. Silas Hubbard, in 1808 and the first church (Cong.) was formed by Rev. Robert Hubcenter.

flows

8.

retains

The

w., receiving several small tributaries.

;

—

—

—

;

bard, July

1824.»

4,

AUTGEIilCA*—was
adea were taken
Almond in 1833

formed from Leicester, (Livingston co.,) Feb. 25, 1805. Alfred and Cane1808, Allen and Scio in 1823, a part of Amity in 1830, and a part of AVest
and a part was annexed to Alfred in 1816. It lies a little n. of the center of the

off in
;

a hilly upland, broken by the deep ravines of the streams.
w. corner, and its tributary. Knight Ci-eek, through the center.

Its surface is

CO.

across the

s.

loam upon the uplands, and a gravelly loam

in the valleys.

Genesee River flows
The soil is a clayey
Ang'elica, (p. v.,) on Knights

Creek, a little n. of the center of the town, was incorp. May 2, 1835. Besides the co. buildings, it
contains the Angelica Academy, 5 churches, 1 bank, 2 newspaper offices, and several mills and
manufactories.

Pop. 846.

Philip Church.*

The

first

The

first

settlement was

made on

the site of the village, in 1802, by

church (Presb.) was formed by Rev. Robt. Hubbard, in 1811.^

BEliFAST — was

formed from Caneadea, March 24, 1824, as " Orriyishurgli." Its name was
changed April 21, 1825. A part of Caneadea was annexed in 1831. It lies a little n. w. of the
center of the co. Its surface is a hilly upland, separated into distinct ridges. Genesee River flowa
across the n. e. corner. Black and White Creeks, the other principal streams, flow through narrow,
The highest summits are 600 to 800 feet above
frregular valleys bordered by abrupt hillsides.
The soil is a clayey loam upon the hills, and a gravelly loam in the valleys.
the streams.
Belfast, (p.v.,) on the Genesee, near the mouth of Black Creek, contains 3 churches, the
Genesee Valley Seminary,' and several mills. Pop. 801. At this place considerable commerce
is carried on by means of the Genesee
Valley Canal. Rockville^^ (P-o.,) in the w. part, and

Transit Bridge,
River, in 1803,

The first settlement was made on Genesee
(p. o.,) in the e., are hamlets.
by Benjamin, Elisha, Calvin, and David Chamberlin, brothers, from Penn.® Rev.

Ephraim Sanford (Bap.) held the
1806,

and formed the

first

BIRDSAIjIj"—was

first

religious meeting, at the house of Nath'l Reynolds, in

church, in 1807-08.1°

formed from Allen and Almond,

It is an interior town,
4, 1829.
a hilly upland, separated into several
The declivities are usually very abrupt, and the highest summits are 500 to 800
distinct ridges.
Black Creek and its branches form the principal drainage. The soil is
feet above the valleys.

lying N.

E.

of the center of the co.

The census reports 4 churches Bap., Cong., M. E., and Univ.
Mr. Dyke was educated at Yale College, served as an officer
during the Revolutionary War, was attached to the staff of Gen.
Warren at Boston, and subsequently to that of Gen. Washington. Stephen Cole settled on lot adjoining Dyke, in 1796, and
Benj. Brookings and John T. Hyde, from Vt., near the same
place, soon after. The first child born was Daniel Cole, Feb. 18,
1797 the first marriage, that of Isaac Dyke and Pamelia Gibson, in 1802 and the first death, that of Zeriah, daughter of
James Dyke, Jan. 21, 1798. Robert Reed taught the first school,
in 1820 Luther Strong built the first saw and grist mill, in
1819, and kept the first inn, in 1820; and Asa S. Allen kept the
1

;

2

;

;

;

first store, in 1823.
8 The census

reports 4 churches ; Bap., Cong., M. E., and R. C.
Angelica, wif» of John B. Church and eldest
of
Gen.
Philip Schuyler.
daughter
* Sir. Church was son of John B. Church and
grandson of Gen.
*

Named from

Schuyler.

Evert

Van

May

Its surface is principally

Wickle, John Gibson, and John Lewis

Bettled in the town in 1802, and John Ayers in 1803. The first
child born was Catharine S. MuUender; the first marriage, that
ot Sylvanus Russel and Esther Van Wickle, in 180.5 ; and the first
death, that of Ira Stephens, Sept. 20, 1803. Widow S. Smith taught
the first school, in 1804-05 ; Philip Church built the first saw and
grist mill, in 1802-03, and kept the first store, in 1803; and Jos.

—

Taylor kept the first inn, in 1804. Hyde de Neuville an exile
during the Government of the Empire, and minister to the U. S.
upon the restoration of the French monarchy from 1816 to 1822
resided at Angelica in 1807-08. Victor Dupont, also a distinguished French exile, was an early settler at Angelica.
6 The census
reports 6 churches Presb., Prot E., Bap., M. E.,
Ref. Prot. D., and R. C.
' This institution was chartered in 1856 and
opened Dec. 2,
1857. It will accommodate 300 students, and is under the charge
of the M. E. Church.
8 Named from a
grindstone quarry in the vicinity. This
quarry is not now worked.
9 Jedediah
Nobles, from Elmira, settled on the river, and Beiy.

—

;

from the same place, on Wigwam Creek, in 1805. Tho
child bom was Moses V. Chamberlin ; and the first mar
of John Sanford and Mary Collar, in 1806. Elijah
that
riage,
Reynolds taught the first school, in 1807; Jos. S. Raymond kept
the first inn, near the village, in 1821, and Sam'l King the first
David Sanford erected the first saw and grist
store, in 1824.
mill, on the river, near the village, in 1809.
10 There are 5 churches in town
;
Bap., Cong., M. E., Univ.,
and R. C.
11 Named from
Circuit
John
Judge of the Eighth
Judge
Birdsall,
Judicial District ia 1828-29.
Littleton,
first
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a clay loam underlaid by hardpan. Birdsall, (p. o.,) in the n. w. part, and Birdsall Cenmade by Josiah Whitman, on Lot 24, in 1816.
ter, (p.o.,) are hamlets. The first settlement was
The first religious meeting was held at the house of Wm. Day, in 1823,^ by Rev. Robert HubEleazur Day, in 1825.^
bard; and the first church (M, E.) was formed by Rev.

BOL.it AR—was

formed from Friendship, Feb.

15,

1825

;

and a part of Wirt was taken
Its surface is a

off

in

moun-

broken,
upon the s. border of the co., w. of the center.
tainous upland, in some parts too steep for profitable cultivation. The streams are Little Genesee,
a reddish clay loam, and in the valleys a
Honeoye, and Horse Creeks. The soil upon the hills is
n. of the center, contains a church, flouring mill, and 157
loam.
v.,)
Bolivar,
(p.
gravelly
inhabitants. Honeoye Corners (S. Bolivar p. o.) is a hamlet near the s. border.
Timothy
Cowles, from Otsego co., settled in the w. part of the town in 1819.' The first religious services
were held by Austin Cowles, (M. E.,) in 1820 and the first church (M. E.) was organized in 1828.*
1838.

It lies

;

BUBIVS—was
border of the

co., N. of the center.

March

It lies upon the E.
17, 1826.
the
and
broken,
highest summits
very hilly
The principal streams are Canaseraga, South Valley,

formed from Ossian, (Livingston

co.,)

Its surface is

being 400 to 700 feet above the valleys.
and Slader Creeks. Canaseraga,^ (P-v.,) in the n. part, contains 2 churches, the Canaseraga
Academy,* several mills, and about 200 inhabitants. It is a station on the B. & N. Y. City R. R.
on the e. line of the town, contains 1 church and 20 dwellings. It is also a r. r

Burns,

(p. v.,)

The first settlement was made at
is a p. o. in the w. part.
and
Jeremiah
John
Moses
Gaddis, and Samuel RodmanJ
Gregory,
by
Whitney
The first religious meeting (M. E.) was held at the house of Moses Gregory, by Robert Parker, in
1806 and the first church (Bap.) was formed at Whitney Valley, by Rev. Jesse Braman, in 1817.^

station.

Wbitneys Crossing

Valley, in 1805,

;

CAIVEADEA—

was formed from Angelica, March 11, 1808. Friendship was taken off in
"
1815, Rushford in 1816,
Orrinsburgh" (now Belfast) in 1824, and a part of Belfast in 1831. It
Its surface is divided into two ridges
is an interior town, lying n. w. of the center of the co.

The soil upon
by Genesee River, which flows in a northerly direction through the center.
the highlands is a gravelly and clayey loam, and in the valleys a gravelly loam and alluvium.
Upon Caneadea Creek is a valuable stone quarry. Oramel, (p. v.,) upon the Genesee, in the
It is an important canal village, and contains 2 churches,
s. part, was incorp. June 9, 1856.
several mills, and 733 inhabitants.
Caneadea, (p. v.,) at the mouth of Caneadea Creek, contains 1 church, 3 mills, and about 400 inhabitants.
Bougllton Creeli is a p. o. in the N.
The first settlement was made about the commencement of the century, by a Mr. Schoonpart.
The first religious meeting (Bap.) was held by Elder Ephraim Sanford, in his
over, from Penn.'
own house, at Oramel Village, in 1804.^°

CE]\TERVIl,L,E—was

formed from Pike, (Wyoming co.,) Jan. 15, 1819. It is the n. w.
a moderately hilly upland. Six Town Creek and its branches
form the principal drainage. The soil is a heavy clay loam. Centerville (p. v.) contains 2
churches and about 150 inhabitants. The first settlements were made by Jos. Maxson, of R. I.,
in April, 1808, and by James Ward, in the fall of the same year."
The first religious meeting
corner town of the

1

co.

Its surface is

James Mathews, from N. J.,

center, in 1818.

settled

Previous to this,

on Section
Vance,

21,

near the

Wm. P. Schaanck,

from N. J., Jeremiah Van Wormer, and Wm. Day, from Cayuga
The first child born was James E.
CO., had located in town.
Mathews, March 7, 1820; and the first marriage, that of Sam'l
"Van Wickle and Harriet Freeman, in 1821. Hannah Scott
taught the first school, in 1822. Josiah Whitman kept the first
inn, in 1820, and Joseph B. Welch the first store, in 1828. The
first sawmill was erected on Black Creek, by Elias Hull and David
Peterson, in 182.3.
2 There are 3 churches in

town ; M. E., E. W. Bap., and R. C.
8
Christopher Tyler settled in 1819, Austin and Asa Cowles in
1820, in the w. part of the town, all from Otsego co. The first
birth was that of Almond W. Cowles, in 1820; the first marriage, that of Dauiel Kellogg and Sophia Hitchcock, in 1825 ;
and the first death, that of a child of Luther Austin, in 1823.
The first school was taught by Austin Cowles, in 1820-21. HoUis
B. Newton kept the first inn, in 1831, and Newton & Cowles the
The first sawmill was built by Asa and
first store, in 1825.
Austin Cowles, near the village, on Genesee Creek, in 1822, and
the first gristmill by Asa Cowles, at the village, in 1824.
* The census
reports 3 churches; 2 M. E. and Bap.
"
6
Formerly called Whitney ValUy."
« This institution was formed in 1856, and is in
charge of the

—

Bap. denomination.

' Wm. Carroll and Wra.
Hopkins settled at South Valley, Elijah
tnd Daniel Abbott, Elias Van Scoter, and Thos. Quick, all from

De Witts Valley, and Sam'l Boylan, at Whitney ValThe first child born was Lewis W. Carroll, Aug. 1,
1807 the first marriage, that of John Gregory and Betsey Doty
and the first deaths, those of Jeremiah Gregorj', who was killed

Penn., at

ley, in 1806.

;

;

by the fall of a tree, April 4, 1812, and his twin-brother, killed
in the same manner, Sept. 17 of the same year. The first school
was taught at Canaseraga, by Wra. Crooks, in 1810. S. De Witt
Brown kept the first inn, at "iJe Witts Valley," (now Burns Village,) in 1826, and Isaac N. Town the first store, at Canaseraga,
in 1828. Daniel Schull erected the first gristmill, in 1810| and
David McCardy the first sawmill, in 1813.
8 There are 5 churches in town
;
Bap., F. W. Bap., Presb.,
Prot. E., and M. E.
9
Ephraim Sanford, jr., Zephaniah Huff, David Sanford, and
Nehemiah Sears settled in 1803, and Ezra Sanford and others
soon after. The first children born were Moses V. Chamberlain
and Betsey Sanford, both in 1806. The first school was taught,
near the center, by Asa Harris, in 1811. The first iun was kept
by Widow Bradley, from Penn., at the center, in 1810 and the
first store, at the same place, by
Hunt, in 1812. John Hoyt
erected the first sawmill, at the mouth of Caneadea Creek, in
1816, and David Hitchcock put the first carding machine in
operation, in 1810, on Caneadea Creek.
10 The census
reports 2 churches; Cong, and M. E.
u Calvin P. Perry,
from Berkshire co., Mass., settled near Mr.
Maxson in 1809. Abraham and David Jolatt, brothers, were the
next settlers in the order of time; and next.were Zaccheus, Ibos,
;
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church (Presb.) was formed in July, 1824, by

Rev. Silas Hubbard.^

CL.ARRSVIL.L.E—was

formed from Cuba, May 11, 1835. It lies upon the w. border of the
a mountainous upland, divided into several steep ridges by
the narrow valleys of the streams. The highest summits are 700 to 1,000 ft. above the canal at
Cuba. Dodges Creek and its branches form the principal drainage. The soil is principally a

CO., s.

of the center.

heavy clay loam.
(West Clarksville
settlement was

saw,

Wyoming

Its surface is

Considerable pine lumber is still made in town. Clarksvllle Corners,
near the center, contains a church, sawmill, and 12 dwellings. The first

p. o.,)

made a little s. of the center, in 1822, by John and Horatio Slayton, from WarThe first religious meeting (M. E.) was held at the house of Nelson Hoyt,

co.^

by Rev. Mr. Cole, from Friendship and the first church (Bap.) was organized by Rev.
Holden E. Prosser, in 1842, and is still the only church in town.
in 1828,

;

CUBA—was

formed from Friendship, Feb. 4, 1822.
It lies upon the w. border of the co.,

Genesee was taken
of the center.

off in

and

1830,

broken
and mountainous upland, divided into irregular ridges by steep and narrow valleys. Oil Creek
and its branches form the principal drainage. The canal and K. r. both extend through the narrow
The
valleys of this town.' The highest summits are 600 to 800 ft. above the level of the canal.
soil is a clayey and gravelly loam.* Cuba., (p. v.,) on Oil Creek, incorp. Nov. 11, 1850, contains 5
churches, a newspaper office, and several mills and manufactories. Pop. 816. IVortli Cuba, (Seymour p. 0.,) in the n. part, contains 20 houses. Cuba Suniiuit is a r. r. station. Settlement Was
commenced in 1817, by Salmon Abbott,
Freer, and
Hall, from Conn.* The first religious meeting was held by Rev. Robt. Hubbard, in 1818 and the first church (Bap.) was formed in 1824.*
Clarksville in 1835.

s.

Its surface is a

—

—

;

FRIEIVDSIIIP—was

formed from Caneadea, March 24, 1815.
Cuba was taken off in
It is an interior town, lying a little s. w.
1822, Bolivar in 1825, and a part of AYirt in 1838.
of the center of the co. Its surface is broken by high, mountainous ridges, the summits of which
are 600 to 800 feet above the valleys. It is drained by Van Campens Creek and its branches.
The soil is a clay and gravelly loam. Friendsbip, (p. v.,) near the center, contains 4 churches,
the Friendship Academy, 2 flouring mills, 25 sawmills, and about 800 inhabitants Wile, (p. v.,)
The first settlement was
in the s. part of the town, contains a church, 3 mills, and 40 dwellings.
made in Nov. 1806, by Richard Frair, from Kingston, Ulster co.'' The first religious service was
held in a barn, by Samuel Vary, in July, 1810; and the first church (Presb.) was formed by
Rev. Robert Hubbard, in the spring of 1813.*
;

GEBfESEE —was

formed from Cuba, April 16, 1830. It ir the s. w. corner town in the co.
very broken and mountainous; and the highest summits are 1,000 to 1,400 feet above
the valleys.* The streams are Little Genesee, Dodges, Deer, Windfall, and Oswaya Creeks, all
conflowing through narrow, mountainous ravines. The soil is a sandy and clayey loam.
siderable portion of the surface is still covered with pine, and lumbering is extensively carried on.
Its surface is

—

A

liittle

Genesee,

(p. v.,) in

thes.

e.

part of the town, contains a church, sawmill, and 30

and Strong Warner, Perkins B. Woodward, from Ashford, Conn.,
settled a little N. of the center, Sargent Morrell, from Vt., in the
8. part of the town, in 1810, and Benj. Blanohard. from Vt., on
Lot 25, in ISll. Tlie first birth and the first death in town were
those of a child of Calvin P.Perry, in June, 1809; and the first marPerkins B.
riage, that of Wm. Foy and Ruth Morrill, in 1811.

situated upon the Indian Oil Spring Reservation. It is a dirty
The water is mixed
pool, 20 ft. in diameter, and has no outlet.
with bitumen, which collects upon the surface. There are
several quarries of good building stone in town.
6 John
Bennett, Andrew Hawley, and Stephen Cole came about

Woodward taught the first school, in the winter of 1813-14 Benj.
and Mark Blanchard and Eber Hotchkiss erected the first saw-

first

;

—

mill, on Six Mile Creek, in 181.3, and Russell Higgins and Packard Bruce the first gristmill, in 1817, on the same stream.
Thatcher kept the first inn, at the center, in 1810, and Sparrow

at the same place, in 1820.
census reports i churches ; 2 Presb., Cong.,

Smith the
1

*

first store,

The
James McDougal, from Steuben

Co., settled

a

—

Wm.

& Baldwin, on the same stream, in 1822.
Cady
6 The census
reports 5 churches Bap., Presb., Plot. E., M. E.,
and R. C.
' John Harrison and Simon and Zebulon Gates settled in
June,
1807. The first birth was that of Sherman Ilaskins, in a sugar
;

and M. E.

little E.

of the

center, and Jabez Survey near the same place, in 1827. The
first child born was Jos. P. Slayton, in 1826 ; the first marriage,
that of Van Rensselaer Delivan and Harriet Palmer, in 1827 ;
and the first death, that of Mrs. Sally Olds, in 1831. The fir.st
school was taught by Maria McDougal, E. of the center, in 1827.
Daniel S. Carpenter kept the first inn, near the center, in 1828 ;
and Samuel King erected the first sawmill, on Dodge Creek, in
1832.
* The B. R. crosses the Genesee
Valley Canal in this town, near
the reservoir built to feed the summit level of the canal. The
reservoir built, at a cost of $150,000, by the erection of a dam
across Oil Creek is 60 ft. high. It raises a pond that covers an
area of 500 acres, and finds an outlet near its head, so that no
water runs over the dam. Its capacity when full is estimated
to be equal to 200 mi. of canal.
* The celebrated Oil
Spring, in the W. Dart of this town, is

—

the same time. The first death was that of Andrew Hull. The
school was taught by David Row, in 1822. Stephen Cole

ktept the first inn, near the center, in 1814, and King & Graves
the first store, in 1821 or '22. The first sawmill was built by
Dovner, on Oil Creek, in 1815; and the first gristmill, by

the first marriage, that of Jas. Sanford
Sally Harrison, in Dec. 1809 ; and the first death, that of
Hattie Frair, in Dec. 1806. The first school was taught by Pelatiah Morgan, in the winter of 1810-11. Simon Gates opened the
first inn, in May, 1808, and Stephen Smith the first store, in the
spring of 1818. Sylvanus Meriman and Aaron Axtell built the
first gristmill, in 1810; and Ebenezer Steenrod the first sawmill,
in 1815, and a mill for wool carding and cloth dressing, in 1816.
8 The census
reports 5 churches ; Bap., Seventh Day Bap.,
Cong., M. E., and Univ.
»
a
Upon
high summit near the center is a locality known
as " Rock City." It consists of a tract of 40 acres covered with
conglomerate, composed of milkwhite pebbles broken into

camp, in March, 1808

;

and

regular layers, forming alleys and streets.
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on the s. line, a church and 12 dwellings. The first settlement
dwellings; and Ceres, (p. v.,)
was made on Genesee Creek, on Lot 3, in the e. part of the town, in 1823, by Jabez Burdick, from
services (Seventh Day Bap.) were held by Rev. John Green,
Rensselaer co.^ The first
religious

in 1826

;

and the

first

church (Seventh DUy Bap.) was organized, in 1827, by Rev. Henry P. Green.*

CrRAWGER —^was
chano-ed

March

6,

formed from Grove, as "West Grove," April

1839.

It is the central

town upon the

18, 1838.

n. border of the co.

Its

name was

It is a hilly upland,

Genesee River, forming a portion of the w. boundary, is
The soil is a clayey loam upon the hills, and a
feet high.
Sbort Tract is a p. o. in the s. part of the town, Granger a

divided into several distinct ridges.

bordered by abrupt hillsides 600

to

800

in the valleys.
gravelly loam
a p. o. in the e. The first settlement was made near Short Tract, in
and
the
in
0.
N.,
p.
Reuben
Feb. 1816, by
Wilcox, Isaac Smith, and Rufus Trumbull, from Vt., and Elias Smith, from
The first religious meeting was held at the house of Elias Smith, in 1818, by Rev,
CO.*

Grove

Otsego

Mr.

Hill,

(M. E.

;)

GROVE—was
name was changed
near the n.

CO.,

and the

first

church (M. E.) was organized about 1830,*

formed from Nunda, (Livingston co.,) March
and Granger was taken ofi" in 1838.

in 1828,

e. corner.

Its surface is

8,

"Church Trad." Its
upon the n. border of the

1827, as

It lies

a hilly upland, divided into several distinct ridges.

A

Chautauqua Valley. Branches of Black and Canaseraga Creeks
The soil upon the hills is a clay loam underlaid by hardpan, and in the
Svrainsville is a p. o. on the r. r., in the e. part of the town, and
valleys a gravelly loam.

valley in the E. part
form the drainage.

is

known

Chautauqua Valley

a. p. o.

John White, from Herkimer
first

first

on the

Grove

Center is a hamlet,
the n. e. part.
settlement, in May, 1818, in the n. w. part.* The
the house of Mr. White, by Rev. Cyrus Story, in 1820 ;

r. r., in

made the
was held at

co.,

religious meeting (M. E.)

and the

as

first

church (M. E.) was formed in the White Settlement, in

1821..^

HUME—was

formed from Pike, (Wyoming co.,) Feb. 20, 1822. It lies upon the n. border
Genesee River flows through the s. e.
Its surface is a hilly upland.
corner and forms a portion of the e. boundary. It is bordered by abrupt hills rising to a height
The other principal streams are Six Town and Cold Creeks. The soil is a
of 400 to 700 feet.
2
gravelly and clayey loam. Cold Creeli, (Hume p. o.,) near the center of the town, contains
churches, a saw and grist mill, and about 300 inhabitants Fillmore, (P-'^->) a canal village at
of the

CO.,

w. of the center.

;

mouth of Cold Creek, contains a church, a saw and grist mill, and 372 inhabitants. VFiscoy, on Wiscoy Creek, and Mill's Mills, in the n. frart, are p. offices. Mixville, at the
mouth of Wiscoy Creek, contains a church, saw and grist mill, and 200 inhabitants. An immense
water-power at this place is but little used. The first settlement was made at Mill's Mills, in 1807,
by Roger Mills, from Montgomery co.'' The census reports 5 churches in town,'

the

IIVDEPEIVDEIVCE—

was formed from Alfred, March 16, 1821. Andover was taken ofi" in
1824, and a part of Willing in 1851. It is the s. E. corner town in the co. The surface is a mountainous upland, broken by deep, narrow valleys. The highest summits are 800 to 1,200 ft. above
The streams are Cryder and Chenunda Creeks. The soil is principally a gravelly
loam with sections of sand. 'Wtaitesvllle, (p.v.,)s.E.of the center, contains 2 churches and several
mills and manufacturing establishments. Pop. 220. Spring Mills, (p. v.,) in the s. E. corner,
contains several mills and 14 dwellings Greens Corners, (Independence p. o.,) in the n. part,
contains a church and 16 dwellings. The first settlement was made in 1798, by John Cryder, who
built a house, a sawmill, and made other improvements, and soon after abandoned them and left
the country. The first permanent settlement was made by Samuel S. White, from Madison co..
the valleys.

;

1 Roswell Streeter, from Rensselaer
co., settled in 1825, and
1819. Elias Smith kept the first inn, in 1819, and the first store,
Ezekie) Crandell and Joseph Wells, from R. I., in 1826, on Wind- in 1820. Isaac Tan Nostrand erected the first gristmill, in 1831,
fall and Genesee Creeks.
Joseph Maxson, from R. I. and John and the first sawmill, in 1823.
* The census
Cook, settled in the W. part in 1827. The first child born was
reports 2 churches; M. E. and Wes. Meth.
5 In the same
Edward W. Burdick, in 1826; the first marriage, that of Joseph
year Alex. Bailey, from Vt., settled near Mr.
Allen and Phebe Ma.xson, in the same year; and the first death, White. The first child born was Laura Bailey, Dec. 25,1820;
that of Arvilla Burdick, in 1824. The first school was taught and the first marriage, that of Elijah White and Lucy Dana, in
by Henry P. Green, near the mouth of Windfall Creek, in the 1822. The first school was taught by Emily Page, in 1826.
winter of 1826-27. Lewis P. Coon kept the first inn, in 1842, at Henry Andrews kept the first inn, in 1828, in the N. w. corner,
Genesee Valley, and Albert Langworthy the first store, in 1831. and Thayer & Smith the first store, at or near the same place, in
The first sawmill was built on Genesee Creok, by Newman Crab- 1825. John S. Culver erected the first sawmill, in the N. part.
6 There are 4 churches in
No liquor license has ever been granted in the
tree, in 1820.
town; 3 M. E. and Bap.
' The first school was
town and it is claimed that no inhabitant has ever been sent to
taught in the barn of Roger Mills, jr., in
a prison or a poorhouse.
the summer of 1812, by Caroline Russell, from Montgomery co.
^ The census
Geo. Mills kept the first inn, at Mills Mills, in 1815, and Elisha
reports 3 churches; all Seventh Day Bap.
* The first birth was that of a child of Elias
Smith, in March, Mills the first store, at the same place, in 1809. Roger Mills
1817 and the first death, that of Olive Linee. in 1817. The first erected the first sawmill, in 1807, and the first gristmill, in 1808.
8
school was taught in the Smith Settlement, by Miss Williams, in
Cong., Bap., F. W. Bap., M. E., and Wes. Meth.
;

;
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The first religious meeting was held at the house of Sam'l
White, by Kev. Daniel Babcock, (Seventh Day Bap.,) Jan. 1, 1820.^

in tlie spring of 1819, at Whitesville.^
S.

WEIV HUDSOIV—was

Its name was
10, 1825, as "HaigJif."
upon the w. border of the co., a little n. of the center. The surface
The principal streams are Black,
is a hilly upland, broken by valleys extending n. e. and s. w.
The soil is a gravelly or clayey loam. McGra'WVllle, (New Hudson
Oil and Rush Creeks.
contains a church, 2 sawmills, and 20 dwellings Rfeiw Hudson Corp. 0.,) on the n. line,
ners, (Black Creek p. o.,) in the s. part, contains 2 churches and 30 dwellings. ]!Vorth Valley is a hamlet near McGrawville. The first settlement was made on Lot 49, in the s. part, by
The first religious meeting was held by Rev.
Spencer Lyon, from Waterbury, Vt., in 1820.^
James Eastwood, (M. E.,) at his own house, in 1821. The first church (Presb.) was formed with G
members, by Rev. Robert Hubbard, June 4, 1822.*

changed April

4,

1837.

formed from Rushford, April

It lies

;

RUSHFORD^was

formed from Caneadea, March 8, 1816. New Hudson was taken off in
upon the w. border of the co., n. of the center. Its surface is a hilly upland, divided
The
into two distinct districts by Caneadea Creek, which flows e. through near the center.
of the Caneadea, divide the highlands into narrow
valleys of several smaller streams, tributaries
The soil is a shaly loam underlaid by hardpan. Quarries of building stone, several
ridges.
in town.
A woolen
sulphur springs, and a brown mineral paint resembling ocher are found
of cloth annually and a pineapple
factory upon Caneadea Creek manufactures about 12,000 yds.
1825.

It lies

;

cheese factory turns out 70,000 lbs. of cheese annually. Rushford, (p. v.,) at the center of the
tovra, contains 4 churches, the Rushford Academy, and several manufacturing establishments.

East Rushford

Pop. 654.

ment was made on Lot

contains several mills and 40 dwellings. The first settleby Enos Gary, from Vt.* The first religious meeting was held
1813; and the first church (Bap.) was formed in 1815, by Rev.
(p. v.)

30, in 1808,

by Rev. Mr. Sanford, (Bap.,) in
Nathan Peck, a missionary from Boston.®

—

A

SCIO was formed from Angelica, Jan. 31, 1823.
part of Amity was taken ofiF in 1830, a
part of Willing in 1851, and a part of Wellsville in 1855. It is an interior tovni, lying s. e. of
the center of the county. Its surface is a mountainous upland, the highest summits being 700
The streams are Genesee River and Knight and Vandemark
to 1,000 ft. above the valleys.
principally a sandy loam. Scio, (p. v.,) on Genesee River, contains a church,
and 496 inhabitants. The first settlement was made at the mouth of Knights
Creek, in 1805, by Joseph Knight and his son Silas, from Oneida co.'' The census reports 5

Creeks.

The

soil is

several mills,

churches.®

WARD—was formed from Alfred and Amity, Nov.

21, 1856. It is an interior town, lying s.e.
a hilly upland, the highest summits being 500 to 800 feet
above the valleys. The streams are Philips and Vandemark Creeks. The soil is a clayey loam
upon the hills, and a gravelly loam in the valleys. Philips Creek., (p. v.,) in the n. part,

of the center of the co.

The

surface

is

The first settlement was made in 1817, by
contains 2 churches and 16 dwellings.
The first church (M, E.) was organized at an early period.
rufi", from Ontario co.®
2 churches

;

M. E. and Univ.

WEIiliSVILiIiE—was

formed from

Scio,

In the spring of the same year John Teater, from Dutchess
David Wilson and Stephen Boyce, from Mass., settled in or
near Whitesville. The first child born wag Dugald C. White,
Oct. 23, 1819 ; the first marriage, that of Daniel Remington and
Eliza Eaton, Jan. 1, 1824; and the first death, that of Sam'l W.
Goodridge, Jan. 27, 1822. The first school was taught at WhitesTille, by Deborah Covel, in the summer of 1822. Sam'l S. White
kept the first inn, in 1827, at Whitesville, and Josiah W. Green
the first store, at Greens Corners, in 1822. Nath'l Covel erected
a sawmill on Cryder Creek, in 1822 ; and Jas. Maxwell the first
gristmill, at Spring Mills, in 1820.
2 The census reports 5 churches
Bap., Seventh Day Bap.,
1

CO.,

;

Presb.,

M.

E.,

Abraham WaldThere are now

and Univ.

* James
Eastwood, John 0. McKeen, and Jas. Davidson, from
N. H., settled in the s. part in 1821. The first birth was that of
Mary McKeen, in June, 1821 the first marriage, that of Earl
Gould and Catharine Eastwood, in June, 1822. The first school
was taught by Mrs. Graham McKeen, in the summer of 1821. Wm.
Andrews kept the first inn, near Black Creek Corners, in 1826,
and Nelson MeCall the first store, near tlie same place, in 1830.
The first sawmill was erected by James Davidson, on Black
;

Creek, in 1829.
* The census
reports 4 churches 2 Cong, and 2 M. E.
* Chas.
Suifli Abel Belknap, Amos Rose, and Joshua Wilson,
;

Andover, and Willing, Nov. 22, 1855.

It is

an

from New England, were settlers in the town in 1809-10 Levi
Benjamin, from Windsor, Vt., settled on Lot 30, near Rushford
Village, in 1813. Bethiah Belknap, born in the spring of 1810,
and Sam'l Gordon, June 12, 1810, were the first births in town
Wm. Bawson and Lawrence Swift were the first married, in
1811.
Plina Bannister taught the first school, near the center,
in the winter of 1813-14. Levi Benjamin kept the first inn, a little
N. of Rushford Village, in 1813, and Jas. McCall the first store,
at the same place, in 1814. The first sawmill was built by Matthew P. Cady, on Caneadea Creek, in 1815 and the first gristmill, by Jas. McCall, on the same stream. In 1818.
The census reports 4 churches ; Bap., Cong., M. E., and Univ
' Silas
Bellamy and Silas Palmer settled in 1809, the former
at Scio Village and the latter in the n. part of the town.
Polly,
daughter of Silas Knight, was the first child born, in 1806, and
the first one that died, in 1808 the first marriage was that of
Silas Bellamy and Betsey Knight, in 1809. The first school was
taught by Lucy Moore, near the village, in 1816. Alfred John
son kept the first inn, in 1821. The first sawmill was erected in
1822, and the first gristmill in 1823, by Benj. Palmer.
8 2 B.
C, Cong., Bap., and M. E.
9 Daniel Hart and Hezekiah Ward settled in the N. part, in
1817-18. Geo. Waldrufif kept the first inn, at Philips Creek Village, and Waldruff & Cartwright the first store.
;

;

;

—

;
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Its surface is very broken and mountainous,
s. e. of the center of the co.
the highest summits being 800 to 1,200 feet above the valleys. The declivities are too steep for
The streams are Genesee River and Dyke and Chenunda Creeks, all flowprofitable cultivation.

interior town, lying

ing in narrow and deep valleys winding among the almost precipitous mountains. The soil is
mostly a sandy loam. Considerable pine lumber is still manufactured in town. Tf cllsville,
was incorp. Oct. 12, 1857; it contains 4 churches, 2 weekly newspaper
(p. V.,) on Genesee River,
2 flouring and 3 saw mills. Pop. 1,286. The
Genesee, about the commencement of the century.^
offices,

WEST AliMOlVD—was formed
an

settlements were made in the valley of the
There are 4 churches in tovni.^

first

from Angelica, Almond, and Alfred, April 15, 1833. It is
Its surface is a broken and elevated

interior town, lying a little N. E. of the center of the co.

—

and Karr Valley Creeks, all flowing in
is principally a clay loam underlaid by
and 15 houses. The first settlement was
West
contains
a
church
Almond
(p.
v.)
hardpan.
made at the center, in 1816, by Daniel Atherton.* The first religious meeting was held by Rev.
Robert Hubbard, (Presb.,) at the house of Daniel Dean, in 1823; and the first and only churcb
(Bap.) was formed in 1824.
The streams are Angelica, Black,

upland.

narrow ravines bordered by steep

WILiIillVCr

hillsides.

Philips,

The

soil

—was formed from Independence and

Scio,

Nov. 19, 1851.

Alma was

taken

off in

1854, and a part of Wellsville in 1855. It lies upon the s. border of the co., e. of the center. Its
surface is a broken and mountainous region, the highest summits being 800 to 1,200 ft. above the
The streams are Genesee River, Cryder, Chenunda, and Fords Creeks, all flowing in
valleys.

A

declivities.
The soil is a clay and sandy loam.
covered with forests, and lumbering is extensively carried
on Genesee River, in the s. part of the town, contains a church

narrow valleys bordered by steep mountain
considerable part of the surface

Beanville,

on.

(Shongo

is still

p. o.,)

and 61 inhabitants and Halls Port, (p. v.,) in the n. e. corner, a sawmill and 64 inhabitants.
Elijah Robinson, from Brookfield, Madison co., settled on the Genesee, adjoining the State line,
in 1825.
He built a sawmill, made other improvements for four or five years, when he became
deranged, and left the town.* The first religious meeting (Prot. Meth.) was held at the house
;

of Daniel Baker, by Rev. Seneca Fish, in 1834.*

WIRT—was

formed from Bolivar and Friendship, April 12, 1838. It is an interior town,
co.
Its surface is a wild, mountainous upland, divided into three
The streams are headwaters of Van Campens, Little Genesee,
general ridges extending n. and s.
and Dodges Creeks. Ricllburg'll, (p. v.,) in the s. w. part of the town, contains 2 churches, the
Richburgh Academy," 2 steam gristmills, 2 sawmills, and 50 dwellings. Wirt is a p. o., near the

lying

s.

w. of the center of the

The first settlement was made in the n. part of the town, in 1812, by Benj.
Crabtree and Levi Abbott, from Amsterdam, Montgomery co.' The first religious meeting (Bap.)
was held at the house of Benj. Crabtree, in 1816, by Rev. Jonathan Post. The first church

center of the town.

(Bap.) was organized in 1826.*
1 The first child bom was Rachel
Dyke, in 1805; and the first
death, that of Thos. Brink, in 1807. The first school was taught,
near the e. line, by Ithamer Brookings, in 1814. Nath'l Dyke
built the first grist and saw miU, in 1803, on Dyke Creek, near

the

E. line.

Cong., M. E., Bap., and R. C.
Jason Bixby, Isaac Pray, and Daniel Hooker settled on the
road leading from Almond to Angelica, and John Alfred, from
N. J., near the n. line, all previous to 1818. The first child bom
was Jerusha, daughter of Daniel Atherton, in the fall of 1817
and the first death, that of Jason Bixby, in the spring of 1818.
The first school was taught, in the E. part, by Jasper White, in
1818. Daniel Atherton kept the first inn, in 1817, at the center,
and Samuel M. Eddy the first store, at the same place, in 1832.
The first sawmill was erected by Enoch Hawks, on Angelica
Creek, in 1833.
* The first death was that of a child of Austin
Butler, in 1837.
The first school was taught near Beanville, in 1836, by Betsey
2

*

;

Lovell.
Jas. R.

Allen Gifibrd kept the first inn, in 1838, at Beanville, and
the first store, at the same place, in 1839. Eiyah
first sawmill, near the Penn. line, on the

Wood

Robinson erected the
Genesee.

6 There are 2 churches in town ; M. E. and Univ.
6 This institution has
lately been incoi-p. with the
school system.

common

Azel Buckley, from TJnadilla, Otsego co., settled in 1814, and
Daniel Willard, from Mass., in 1815. Mr. W. is the oldest settler
now living in town. The first child born was Benj. Crabtree, jr.,
in 1813; and the first marriage, that of Hyra AxdoU and Lucy
Crabtree, in 1814. The first school was taught, in the N. part of
the town, by Sophia Hitchcock, in 1820. Alvan Richardson erected
the first sawmill, in 1824, and the first gristmill, in 1825, on GeneMr. Richardson also kept the first
.see Creek, near Richburgh.
inn, in 1824, and Francis L. Leroy the first store, in the same year.
3 There are 4 churches in town
;
Bap., F. W. Bap., Seventh Day
Bap., and M. £.
'
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricxdtural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Allegany County.
Acres of Land.
"StMSA OP Towns.

Alfred
Allen

,

Alma
Almond.

Amity
Andover
Angelica
Belfast
Birdsall
Bolivar.

Burns
Caneadea.
Centerville
Clarksville

,

Cuba

,

Friendship
Genesee

Granger
GroTe

Hume
Independence-

New Hudson

..

Rushford
Scio

Ward!
Wellsville"

West Almond.
Willing

Wirt
Total

BROOME

COUITTY.

This county was formed from Tioga, March 28, 1806.^ Owego and
Berkshire were annexed to Tioga co. March 21, 1822. It is situated
near the center of the s. border of the State, centrally distant 110 mi.

i

'

from Albany, and contains 706 sq. mi. Its surface is greatly diversified, consisting of rolling and hilly uplands, broad river intervales,
and the narrow valleys of small streams. The hills extend from the

iPenn. line northerly through the co.
They are divided into 3
general ranges by the valleys of the Susquehanna and Chenango
Rivers.

The

border of the

first

co.

e. of the Susquehanna forms the E.
summits are 400 to 700 feet above the

range lying
Its highest

Delaware and 1,400

to 1,700 feet

hills are usually steep,

above

tide.

The

declivities of the

and the summits spread out

into a broad

and hilly upland. This ridge is divided by the deep ravines of a large number of small streams
and in several places it rises into peaks. The second ridge lies in the great bend of the Susquehanna, and is bounded by the valleys of that river and the Chenango. The highest summits are
300 to 500 feet above the Susquehanna and 1,200 to 1,400 feet above tide. The hills are generally
bounded by gradual slopes, and the summits are broad, rolling uplands. The southern portion of
;

this ridge is high above the valleys ; but
a fine rolling region. The third ridge lies

toward the n. the hilly character subsides into that of
w. of Chenango and Susquehanna Rivers. Its summits

are a little less in elevation than those of the second ridge and the general characteristics of the
two regions are nearly the same. The wide valley of the Susquehanna divides it into two distinct
parts, the southern of which is more hilly than the northern. The hills in the central and western
The narrow valleys that break the
parts of the co. are rounded and arable to their summits.
;

continuity of the ridges are usually bordered by gradually sloping hillsides.
The rocks of this co. all belong to the Chemung and Catskill groups. The former
slaty sandstone

and shales

—occupy

all

the n. and w. portions of the co.

and the

—

consisting of

—

latter

consisting
of gray and red sandstone, red shale, and slate
crown all the summits in the s. and w. portions.
Drift
covers a large share of the more level parts
consisting of sand, gravel, clay, and hardpan
of the CO., the rocks only cropping out upon the declivities and summits of the hills. The valleys

—

—

;

—

throughout the

co. appear to have been excavated by the action of water, showing that a force
immensely greator than any now in existence must once have swept over this portion of country.
Weak brine springs were early found, extending for several mi. along the valley of Halfway
Brook, in the n. part of this co.^ Several excavations have been made for coal, but without success, as all the coal measures are above the highest strata of rocks found in the co.
The principal rivers are the Susquehanna,^ Delaware, Chenango, Tioughnioga,* and Otselic.
The Susquehanna enters the co. from the n., and flows in almost a due s. direction through Colesville and Windsor to the Great Bend in the State of Penn., whence, turning n., it again enters the co.
in Conklin, flows through that tovra in a n. w. direction, and thence westerly to the w. border of the
In the upper course of this river the valley is narrow and bordered by high and steep decliviCO.
ties
but further w. it expands into broad intervales bordered by gradually sloping hillsides. The
whole valley is celebrated for its beauty. The majestic river, with its strong current of clear,
sparkling water, the deep, rich intervales, and the beautiful slopes crowned with forests, all together form a landscape rarely equaled for beauty and quiet repose. The Delaware forms a small
portion of the e. boundary. It flows through a deep, rocky valley bordered by steep and often
.

;

1 Named from John Broome, of N. Y., then Lient. Gov. of the
For the compliment Lt. Gov. Broome presented the co.
State.
with a handsomely executed silver seal, appropriately designed
by himself, emblematical of the name.
* A few
years since, a boring was commenced in Barker, on the
site of an old deer lick, and was continued to a depth of more
than 400 feet, without any practical result. The theory of the
operators wits, that the salt came from the same source as the
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brine, and that, to obtain water of the same degree
of saltness, all that was necessary would be to bore to the geographical level of those wells.
Sulphur springs have been
observed in Nanticoke, 14 mi. from Binghamton, and at Bollona.
* Called
by the Indians Ga-wa-no-wa-na-neh, at the Groat
Island.

Onondaga

*

Indian name, 0-nan'no-gi-is'ka, Shagbark hickory.
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Chenango River enters the co. from the x. and flows in a general southerly direcprecipitous hills.
tion until it enters the Susquehanna at Binghamton.
broad intervale extends along the lower

A

part of this river, but farther n. the high ridges shut close in on either side, confining the valley to
very narrow limits. The Tioughnioga enters the co. from Cortland and flows s. e. until it unites

with the Chenango at Chenango Forks. The valley of tliis river is very narrow, and is bordered
by high and steep hillsides. Otselic River, also from the n., flows through a similar narrow
valley and unites with the Tioughnioga at Whitneys Point. The other principal streams are
Oquaga Creek, a tributary of the Delaware, Okkanum, Little Snake, Little and Big Choconut, and
Nanticoke Creeks, tributaries of the Susquehanna, and Castle Creek, tributary of the Chenango.
The soil along the river intervales is generally very fertile, consisting of deep, sandy and gravelly
loam mixed with disintegi'ated slate and vegetable mold.
The narrow valleys of the smaller
streams are also fertile. The soil upon the n. and w. hills consists principally of gravelly loam
intermixed with clay and disintegrated shale, and is well adapted to grazing. The declivities of
the s. and e. hills are similar to the last in character, but their summits are generally covered with
clay and hardpan. The large proportion of upland and the unevenness of the surface render this
CO. best adapted to pasturage. While all branches of agriculture are pursued, fruit raising, and stock
and wool growing, in connection with the products of the dairy, form the leading interests. A
limited amount of manufacturing is carried on at Binghamton and several other places.
The CO. seat is located at Binghamton, at the junction of the Chenango and Susquehanna Rivers.'
The courthouse, situated at the head of Chenango St., fronting Court St., is a fine stone and brick
It contains the usual co. offices, and in
edifice, with a Grecian portico in the Ionic style.
many
respects is a model building.^ The jail is on Ilawley St., at a little distance from the courts
house.' A fireproof co. clerk's office is situated adjacent to the courthouse.
The co. poorhouse is
located upon a farm of 130 acres 3 mi. n. of Binghamton,
The average number of inmates is
45, kept at a weekly cost of $1 08 each, exclusive of the products of the farm, which are estimated
at $800 per annum.
The children are sent to the district school, and when of proper age are bound
out.
No religious instruction is afibrded. The sexes are kept in separate buildings, and the general
arrangement of the institution is such as to secure the health and comfort of the inmates.
The principal works of internal improvement are the Chenango Canal, connecting the Susquehanna River at Binghamton with the Erie Canal at Utica; the N. Y. & Erie R. R., and the
Syracuse, Binghamton & N. Y. R. R.* These various routes furnish all necessary facilities for
traveling and commercial purposes, and bring the agricultural lands of the co. into close proximity to
the great Eastern markets.^ Several plank roads have been built ; but they are
There are 6 newspapers published in the co.®

now mostly abandoned.

The Broome Republican

1

was established at BingBinghamton (then "Chenango Point") was a half-shire of
hamton in 1822, by M:ij. Augustus Morgan. It was
CO. previous to the erection of Broome co.
The co. was
divided into 2 jury districts in 1801, and a courthouse was built
published by Morgan until 1824, by Morgan & Canoll
until 1828, by Evaus & Canoll until 1835, by CanoU k
in 1802. Previously the courts had been held a part of the time
Cooke until 1839, when it passed into the hands of
A courthouse
at the house of J. Wliitney, in Binghamton.
Davis & Cooke. It was continued by T. Cooke until
was built in 1826, which was superseded by a new and elegant
brick edifice in 1857. The first co. ofiicers were John Patterson,
1848, and by E. R. Colston until 1849. It subsequently
became the property of Wm. Stuart, and is now pubtHrst Judge ; James Stoddard, Amos Patterson, Daniel Hudson,
lished daily and weekly.
Mason
Ashbel
Geo. Harper, and
Wattles, Associate Judges;
Wells, Co. Clerk ; and Wm. Woodruff, Sheriff. The first court The. Evening Express, d., was issued from the Republican oflSce
in 1848.
was held on the 2d Tuesday of May, 1806.
2 This
building was erected in 1857, at a cost of $32,000. It TIte Daily Iris was started in 1849, by Wm. Stuart and E. T.
Evans. It was soon after changed to
is 96 feet long by 58 wide.
The front is ornamented by a portico
Bupported by 4 Ionic pillars 6 feet in diameter and 36 feet higli. Tlie Biugliamtou Daily Republican, and is still
The basement is built of stone and the upper stories of brick.
published by Wm. Stuart.
The Broome Co. Churier was started in 1831, by J. R. Orton, and
The rooms are all large, convenient, and well ventilated.
8 The
was continued by him until 1837. It then successively
portion of the jail containing the cells was built in 1858,
at a cost of $15,000. In its construction due provisions were
passed into the hands of Sheldon & Marble I. C. Shelmade for the safety, health, and classification of prisoners.
don ; E. P. Marble E. P. & J. W. Marble and Marble
* The
& Johnson. In 1843 it was changed to
Albany & Susquehanna R. R., now in process of construction, extends from Binghamton N. E. through the co. to The Binghamton Courier and Broome Co. Democrat, and was
Albany. This road will probably be completed in a few years.
published by J. & C. Orton. In 1846 it passed into the
6 The
hands of N. S. Davis. In 1849 it passed into the hands
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western B. R. connects with
the N. Y. and Erie R. R. at Great Bend Station, just 8. of the
of J. K. Dickinson and was changed to
line of this co., thus forming a direct communication with the TIxe
Democrat. It is now published
coal mines of e. Penn. Large quantities of this coal are sent
by Adams & Lawyer.
over the Erie and the S. B. & N. Y. R. R., supplying the salt The Iris, semi-mo., was started in July, 1839, by C. P. Cooke.
works at Syracuse and the markets in the w. part of the State
In July, 1841, it was purchased by Edwin T. Evans, and
and a considerable amount is shipped on the canal at Binghamby him it was enlarged, and published weekly until 1853,
ton.
when it was merged in the Binghamton Republican.
6 2%e American Constellation was
Standard was started in Nov. 1853,
pub. at Union Village (then
Tioga

;

;

;

Binghamtou

;

The Binghamton

by J. Van Valkenburgh, and is still published.
Binghamton in 1812, The Binghamton Mercury, semi-mo., was issued a short time by
Chester Dehart.
by Chauncey Morgan. In 1815 it was changed to
27te Phosnix, and was published by Morgan & Robinson.
In The Susquehanna Journal, started in Oct. 1853, by W. H. Pearne,
1819 it was discontinued.
was merged in the Broome Republican in 1855.
The Republican Herald was commenced in 1818, and successively The Broome Co. American was started in May, 1855, by Ransom
Bostwick.
published by Morgan k Howard, Abraham Burrell, and
The Union Ne-vrs was established at Union in 1851, by
DurepUus Abbey, until lb22.
in Tioga co.) in 1800.
Co. Patriot was commenced at

The Broome
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By a treaty held at Fort Herkimer, June 28, 1785, between the Governor and Commissionera
of Indian Affairs in behalf of the State, and the Oneidas and Tuscaroras, the latter for $11,500 ceded
all their lands, bounded n. by an e. and w. line from the Chenango to the Unadilla, 10 mi. above the
mouth of the latter,

by the Line of Property,^

e.

s.

by Penn., and w. by the Chenango and Susquehanna.

At the Hartford Convention, in 1786,a tract of 230,400 acres, between the Chenango and Tiouglmioga
on the E. and Owego River on the w., was ceded to Massachusetts.'' This tract was afterward known
" Boston Ten
Towns," and was sold by Mass. (Nov. 7, 1787) to 60 persons for £1500.* It is
embraced in Broome, Tioga, and Cortland cos. The Indian title to this tract was extinguished in
1787, and the remaining Indian titles vdthin the co. were extinguished by the treaty of Fort Stanwix in 1788. The s. and e. parts of the co. were granted to Hooper, Wilson, Bingham, Cox, and
as the

whom resided in Philadelphia.*
settlements in the co. were made in the valleys of the Susquehanna and Chenango, in
settlers were people who had traversed the region in the Revolution; and they located

others, several of

The
1785.

first

The

while the country was still threatened with Indian hostilities, and before Phelps and Gorham had
opened the fertile lands of Western N. Y. to immigration. The early settlement was retarded by a
remarkable ice freshet in 1787-88, which destroyed most of the property of the settlers upon the
river intervales.

1789.

Scarcely less calamitous to life and property was the scarcity that followed in
e. branch of the Susquehanna, was a noted rendezvous of tories and Indians

Oquaga, on the

Most of the invasions into the Schoharie and Mohawk settlements, as well
upon the frontiers of Ulster and Orange cos., were by way of the Tioga and Susquehanna
Rivers from Niagara and this war path, with its sufferings and cruelties, has been often described

during the Revolution.*
as those

;

in the narratives of returned captives.

—

BIIVGIIAMTOIV was formed from Chenango, Dec. 3, 1855. It lies at the junction of the
Susquehanna and Chenango Rivers, and extends s. to the s. line of the co. The surface is hilly in
the s., but the n. part embraces the wide and beautiful intervales extending along the two rivers at
and near their junction. The hills are 300 to 400 feet above the river, and are generally arable to
The soil in the valleys is a deep, rich, alluvial and gravelly loam, and upon tlie
their summits.
hills it is a fine quality of slaty loam.
Bing'liaillton^ (p. v.) was incorp. April 2, 1813. By a
its limits were enlarged and its territory was divided into 5
3,
1834,
charter,
May
subsequent
passed
wards. It is beautifully situated on the n. bank of the Susquehanna at its junction with the
Chenango. It contains the State Inebriate Asylum,^ the Binghamton Academy, and the Susquehanna Seminary,* 3 female seminaries,' a commercial college,^" 2 water cures," 9 churches,^* 5
newspaper offices, and several manufactories. The village is an important station upon the Erie
R. R., and is connected with Syracuse by the S. B. & N. Y. R. R. It is also the s. w. terminus of
the Chenango Canal and of the Albany & Susquehanna R. R. It is the center of a large trade,

—

A. F. Qninlan. It was subsequently sold to Cephas from Mass. Doc. Hist., III. 1031 Wilkinson's Binghamton, p. 142.
"
*
Benedict and Ebeuezer M. lietts, aud is still published.
Chenango Point." Its
Binghamton was originally called
was commenced at present name was given in honor of William Bingham, the
of
a
tract
of
land
in
G.
A.
its
Whitneys Point,
large
lying on both sides of
July, 1S68, by
original purchaser
Dodge,
the Susquehanna, and including the site of the village. Ho made
present publisher.
1 This liue was
agreed upon at Fort Stanwix in 1768, and was liberal donations of land to the village.
' The New York State Inebriate
surveyed by Simon Metcalf the next year. It forms the E.
Asylum was incorp. in 1854
It is designed for the medical treatfor the term of 50 years.
boundary of this co.
2 The s. bounds of this tract were to be the N. line of the tract ment and restraint of inebriates.
It owes its origin mainly to
granted to Daniel Cox and Robert Lettice Hooper, and it was to the persevering efforts of Dr. J. Edward Turner. Every person
extend as far n. as was necessary to include the above quantity donating $10 is deemed a subscriber and stockholder. The buildof land.
Upon survey it was found to overlap the Military ing is located e. of the village, on a beautiful site, 240 feet above
Tract by 17,264 acres, which was allowed, and an equivalent the water. It is 365 feet long by 82 feet broad, built of stone
was granted to the claimants under the latter in Junius, Seneca and brick in the Tudor castellated style of architecture. Tho
CO.
citizens donated a farm of 250 acres, upon which the buildings
Balloting Book, pp. 20, 23.
3 The
partition of a part of this tract by lot was legalized are erected.
8 This institution is under the
March 3, 1789, in an act reciting the names of the 60 associates.
charge of the M. E. denomina—Laws of N. r., Fol. Ed., 12th Sess., p. 76, Map Ifo. 148, State tion, and is designed for a large boarding school. The building
and
brick
is
a
4
Surveyor's
Office.
edifice,
Engineer
pleasantly located N. W. of the village
story
* A tract of 1000 acres on both sides of the
Susquehanna was upon an eminence overlooking the valley.
Bold to Jacob and John Springstead, Josiah, David, and Daniel
River Side Seminary, established in 1848 by Miss R. S. InOther tracts were galls Miss Barton's Seminary, established in 1857; and Harmony
Stow, David Ilotchkiss, and Joseph Beebe.
sold to Wm. Allison, James Clinton. Isaac Melcher, Ahijah Ham- Retreat Seminary, established in 1857 by Misses March.
10 Lowell & Warner's Commercial
mond, and others. The islands in the Susquehanna were bought
College.
11
by Jas. Clinton, at 4 shillings per acre.
Binghamton Water Cure, established in 1855 by 0. V.
6 This
is
sometimes
found
written
and
On-oh-ogh-wa-ge
place
Thayer; and the Mt. I'rospect Water Cure, under the superOgh-quaga. There is here a hill or mountain on both sides of vision of J. U. North.
12 2 M.
the river, gently sloping from a beautiful vale of 3 or 4 mi. in
E., and 1, each, Bap., Presb., Cong., Prot. E., Univ., R.
length and a mi. to a mi. and a half wide. When first settled, it C, and Af Metli.
18 There was
bore evidence of having long been occupied by the Indians. Apple
transhipped from the Del., Lackawanna & Western
trees of great age were found growing, and traces of fortifications R. R.cars to theChBuango canal boats, in 1857, 61,700 gross tons
existed, supposed to have been erected by Gen. Clinton. Mission- of coal, and from these boats to the cars 25,895 tons of Clinton
ary labors were directed to this locaUty about the middle of the (Oneida co.) iron ore.
last century, and in 1753 the Rev. Gideon Hawley was sent hither

The Broome Couuty Gazette

—

;

;
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and is an important point for the transhipment of coal." Pop. 8,818. Ila^w^Ieytoii (p. o.) is
a hamlet in the s. part, near the Penn. line. The first settlement was made in 1787, by emigrants
The first religious services were conducted by Rev. Mr. Howe,
mostly from New England.^
(Bap.,) in 1788. Hon. Daniel S. Dickinson is a resident of this town.

BARKERS —was formed from Lisle, April 18, 1831. A part of Greene was annexed April 28,
The surface consists of a
It lies upon Tioughnioga River, n. w. of the center of the co.
The declivities of
high, broken plateau divided into two distinct parts by the valley of the river.
the hills are in some places very steep ; but their summits spread out into a broken region
generally covered with timber and adapted to pasturage. The highest point, in the n. w. part
The river valley is very narrow, but the limited amount
of the town, is about 1400 feet above tide.
1840.

excellent land. Halfway Brook flows through a narrow valley in the e. part
In this valley brine springs have been found and here also the unsuccessful boring
for salt was made.^ The soil in the valley is a rich alluvium and gravelly loam, and that upon the
hills is a clayey loam mixed with disintegrated slate and shale.
Ctaenango Forks (p. v.) is
situated mostly in this town, at the fork of Chenango and Tioughnioga Rivers. It is a station
on the S. B. & N. Y. R. R. Pop. 506, in Barker 287, in Chenango 127, and in Greene (Chenango
Barker is a p. o. in the central part of the town. The first settlement was made in
co) 92.
1791, by John Barker, from Branford, Conn.* There are 3 churches in town.^

of intervale

is

of the town.

;

—

CHEIVAIVGO—

Windsor was taken off in 1807, Conklin in
was formed Feb. 16, 1791.
1824, and Binghamton and Port Crane in 1855.
part of Union was annexed Feb. 26, 1808, and
a part of Maine, Nov. 27, 1856. It lies upon the w. bank of Chenango River, a little w. of the

A

and several high ridges extending in a
and separated by the narrow valleys of small streams. The declivities of the
Castle and Kattel
hills are steep, and their summits are 300 to 600 feet above the valleys.
Creeks, tributaries of Chenango River, are the principal streams. The former was named from
the location of an Indian castle near its mouth, and the latter from a family of early settlers. The
soil upon the n. hills is a gravelly loam mixed with disintegrated slate and underlaid by hardloam. It is productive, but, from its
pan, but farther s. it becomes a deeper and richer gravelly
Stock growing and dairying form the leading
moist character, it is largely devoted to grazing.
branchss of agricultural interest. Castle Creek (p. v.) is on the creek of the same name, in
the w. part of the town. Pop. 185.
Glen Castle, (p. o.,) on a branch of the same stream, is
in the central part.
Cbenang'O, (p. o.,) on Chenango River, is a station on the S. B. & N. Y.
R. R. Kattelville is a hamlet on Kattel Creek. The first settlement was made in 1787, by
Thos. Gallup.* There are 4 churches in town.'
center of the co.

and

N.

s.

Its surface consists of the river intervale

direction

C01<ESVII-LiE'

—^was

formed from Windsor, April

2,

1821.

It lies

upon the Susquehanna,

a high and broken upland divided
The summits of these uj^lands are 400 to 700 feet

Its surface consists principally of

of the center of the co.

£.

by the deep valley of the river.
above the valley, and considerable portions are still covered with forests. The soil upon the
river bottoms is a deep, fertile, gravelly loam, and upon the summits of the hills it consists of clay
and slate. It is generally much better adapted to pasturage than tillage. Harpers ville, (p. v.,)
on Susquehanna River, contains 3 churches and has a pop. of 230. Center Village,' (p. v.,)

into 2 parts

Susquehanna, has a pop. of 147. RTeTT Obio, (p. o.,) in the n. part of the town, Osborne
Colesville, (p. o.,) in the s. w. part, Colesville,
IIolloi;^', (p. 0.,) in the w. part.
and Xineveb, (p. o.,) on the Susquehanna,
(p. 0.,) s. of the center, Ouaquag'a, (p. o.,)

'on the

West

are hamlets.

Vallonia Springs

and

Unitaria

1
Among the early settlers were Capt. Joseph Leonard, Col. Wm.
Rose, the two brothers Whitney,
Lyon, Jesse Thayer, Peter
and Thos. Ingersoll, Saml. Harding, Capt. John Sawtell,
Butler, and Solomon Moore. The first birth was that of Amasa
Leonard, Sept. 23, 1788; the first marriage, that of Ezekiel
Crocker and Polly Benton; and the first death, that of Mrs.
Blunt in 1787. Lewis Keeler opened the first inn, and Delano &
Monroe the first store. Ezekiel Crocker erected the first gristmill, in 1794. The first school was taught by Col. Wm. Rose, in
1794. For details of early history see Wilk-inson's Annals of

Binghamton.
2 Named from John
Barker, the
s
*

first settler,

See p. 178.

Simeon Rogers, John Allen, Asa Beach, and

Conn.,

settled

in

town

in

1792.

The

first

Sol. Rose,

from

marriage was

are p.

ofiBces.

The

first

settlement^"

that of Simeon Rogers and a daughter of John Barker, in 1792;
the first birth, that of Chauncey, a son of Simeon Rogers, it
1793; and the first death, that of Thos. Gallup, the same year.
Simeon Rogers opened the first inn, in 1795, kept the first store,
and built the first mill. The first school was taught by Thos.
Cartwright, in 1795.
6 2 M. E. and
Cong.
8
Stephen Palmer and Jared Page were among the earliest
settlers.
The first birth was that of Sally Smith, in 1791.
^ 3 M. E. and 1
Bap.
8 Named from Nathaniel
Cole, one of the first settlers.
9 At this
place is a tannery, which turns out 80,000 sides ot
leather per annum.
10 Lemuel and Nath'l
Badger and Casper Spring settled in the
town in 1786; Nathaniel and Vena Cole, Daniel Picket. Jed.
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The first religious services were
was made in 1785, by John Lamphere, from Watertown, Conn.
are 10 churches in town.i
There
in
1793.
Rev.
conducted by
Joseph Badger,
of Windsor was taken off
COIVRLiIIIf^ was formed from Chenango, March 29, 1824. A part
Windsor in 1851. It lies upon the Susquehanna, s.
in 1831, and a part was annexed from
intervale of the river and high, broken
center of the co. Its surface consists of the fine broad
of the

The summits of the hills are 400 to 600 feet above the valley.
side.
the
river are very steep, but upon the E. they are generally more
of
side
w.
the
The decli\dties upon
the s. w. part. Its valley
Little Snake Creek flows in an easterly direction through
gradual.
of the hills is a hard
the
summits
The
soil
hills.
upon
is narrow and is bordered by steep
intermixed with fragments of slate. In tlie valley the soil is a
loam
and
largely
gravelly
clayev
and gravelly loam. Kirli.-*VOOd (p. v.) is situated on the e. bank of the
deep,' rich alluvium
It is a station on the Erie R. R., and contains 25 houses.
in the s. part of the town.
Susquehanna,
are
Center and Corbettsville are offices, and Millburn and

uplands which

rise

upon each

Conklin

Conklin

p.

At Millburn are extensive pyroligneous acid works. The settlement of the town was
commenced in 1788, at the mouth of Snake Creek, by Jonathan Bennett, Ralph Lathrop, and
Revs. David Dunham and John
Waples Hance.' The first religious services were conducted by
and Christian.
Leach, Methodist missionaries. There are 4 churches in town M. E., Presb., Bap.,
hamlets.

;

L.ISL.E*—was formed from Union, April 7, 1801. Nanticoke, Barker, and Triangle were taken
The line of Berkshire was altered in 1812, and a part was annexed to Union in 1827.
off in 1831.
The surface is mostly a hilly and broken upland, divided by
It is the N. w. corner town of the co.
the valley of Tioughnioga River into 2 unequal parts. The summits of the hills are 400 to 700 feet
above the river, and their declivities are generally steep. Dudley or Yorkshire Creek flows easterly
the continuity of the w. ridge.
through near the center of the town, its narrow valley breaking
The soil along the valley is a rich, gravelly loam, but upon the hills it consists of clay and a slaty
of the hills are usually too steep for easy cultigravel underlaid by hardpan. The declivities
than grain
vation, and the soil upon the summits is a moist clay loam, better adapted to grazing
of the Tioughnioga. It is a station on the S. B.
growing. Lisle (p. v.) is situated on the w. bank
Y. R. R., and contains about 30 houses. The old Catskill & Ithaca Turnpike, built in
Lisle p.o.,) near the center of the
1796, crossed the river at this point. Yorlisliire, (Center
is a
n.
in
the
houses.
30
about
contains
part, on the Tioughnioga,
Killawog,
(p.o.,)
tovm,
The first settlement was made in 1791, by emigrants from
station on the S. B. & N. Y. R. R.
N. E.^ The first religious services were conducted in 1795, by Rev. Seth Williston. There are 5
churches in tovm.®

& N.

MAIIVE —^was

formed from Union, March 27, 1848. A part of Chenango was taken off in
upon the w. border of the co. Its surface consists of ranges of hills
divided by numerous narrow valleys, the principal of which extends in a n. and s. direction.
These hills are 400 to 600 feet above the valley of Chenango River. The principal streams are
Nanticoke, Bradley, and Crocker Creeks. The soil is a gravelly loam largely intermixed with the
contains 3
underlying slate. Maiue, (p. v.,) situated on Nanticoke Creek, w. of the center,
1856.

It is the central tovra

Maine

The first settlement was made in May, 1797, by
is a p. o.
Pop. 220. East
Daniel Howard, Alfred and Russell Gates, and Winthrop Roe.' There are 4 churches in town 2

churches.

;

M.

E., Bap.,

and Cong.

UfAIVTICORE^—was
the

CO.,

N. of the center.

formed from

Lisle,

Wilmot, Daniel Crofoot,
Merchant, Bateman S. Dickinson,
and Titus Humiston, in 1795; John Ruggles and Isa.'u; Tyrell, in
1796 and Eli Osborne and Peter Warn, in 1800. The first birth
was that of Louisa Badger, May 28, 1788 the first death, that of
John Lamphere, the same year; and the first marriage, that of
Eenj. Bird and Mrs. John Lamphere, in 1794. Benj. Bird kept

Creek," in 1790.

first

school

was taught by George Lane,

iu

Named from

Lisle, in France.
6 Tlie first settlers were Josiah
Patterson,
*

Ebenezer Tracy,
Eliphalet Parsons, and
Whittlesey Gleason. The first birth was that of Henry Patterson, in 1793; the first marriage, that of Solomon Owen and
Sylvia Cook; and the first death, that of Wright Dudley. The

;

Edward Edwards, David Manning,

in 1794, and Bateman S. Dickinson the first store,
first school was taught by Job Bunnel.
4 M. E., 2 Bap., 2 Union, Prot. E., Presb.
2 Named from Judge John Conklin, one of the early setr
tiers. Kirkwood was taken off in 1859.
3
Among the early settlers were Gerret Snedaker, David
Bound, Daniel Chapman, Peter Wentz, Asa Kood, Nathaniel
Tagot, Asa Squires, John Bell, Silas Bowker. Joel Lamoreaux,
first inn,

in 1805.

The

1801.

;

the

It lies upon the w. border of
an upland broken by a few narrow ravines.

April 18, 1831.

Its surface consists of

The

gristmill was built in 1800. by Jacob Hill. The first store
was kept by Moses Adams, and the first tavern by 0. Wheaton,

first

1

in 1799.

6 2
Bap., Cong., Presb., and M. E.
»
Benjamin Norton settled in the town in 1798. The first birth
was that of Cynthia, daughter of Winthrop Koe, in July, 1797.
Abl-aham Snedeu, David and Joseph Compton, Abraham Miller, The first school was taught by Betsey Ward, in 1S02. Daniel
Kbenezer Park, Noel Carr, and Thos. Cooper. The first birth Howard built the first gristmill, in 1810 JaredKetchum kept the
was that of William Wentz, Feb. 18, 1795; the first marriage, first store, in 1825, and Oliver Whitcomb the first tavern, iu 1829.
8 This
Sally Tousler. in 1S03; and the first death,
xh name is derived from the Indian name of Nanticoke
death.
that of Noel Carr and Sally
"
hat of Silas Bowker. The first gristmill was built at Fitchs Creek.
;

|
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The summits of the highest hills are 100 to 300 feet above the river and 1,200 to 1,400 feet above tide.
The town is drained principally by the tvro branches of Nanticoke Creek, which flow s. through
the central portion of the town. The soil upon the hills is a slaty loam underlaid by hardpan.
The settlements are principally confined to the valleys. I-ambs Corners, in the central part

of the town, contains about 12 houses. IVanticoke Springs, in the s. part, and Glen
Aubrey, are p. offices. The first settlement was made on Nanticoke Creek, in 1793, by Philip
Counselman and John Beachtle, from Luzerne co., Penn., and Henry Stoddard, from Conn.^ There
are 2 churches in town

;

Bap. and M. E.

PORT CRANE''—was

formed from Chenango, Dec.

3,

1855.

It lies

upon the

e.

bank of

Its
River, extending from the central portions of the co. N. to the borders of Chenango.
surface consists principally of a high and rolling upland region.
The valley of the Chenango is
very narrow, and the hills rise steeply to an elevation of 500 to 700 feet above the river. Page

Chenango

Brook flows

in a southerly direction through the center of the town, dividing the uplands into 2
by hardpan, and in the

The soil upon the hills is a clay and slaty loam underlaid
distinct ridges.
valleys it consists of a fine, rich gravelly loam and alluvium.

Port Crane,

(p. v.,)

on

part of the town, has a pop. of 193. DoraTille, (p. o.,) in the n.
Settlement was commenced in 1788, by Elisha Pease.^ The first religious serpart, is a hamlet.
There is a M. E. church in town.
vices were conducted by Rev. John Camp, in 1798.
the

Chenango Canal,

in the

s.

SAIVFORD —

was formed from Windsor, April 2, 1821. It is the s. e. town of the co., bordering upon Delaware River. Its surface is principally occupied by the high, mountainous range
The summits of the hills are 600 to 900
that extends between Delaware and Susquehanna Rivers.
above the valley, and the declivities are usually very steep.* The deep, narrow valley of
s.
through the center of the town, separates the highlands into 2 parts.
This valley and that of Delaware River are both bounded by nearly precipitous mountain decliviIn its course the creek has numerous falls, furnishing an abundance of water power. The
ties.

feet

Oquaga Creek, flowing

soil in the valleys is a fertile, gravelly loam, but upon the hills it is a cold, clayey loam underlaid
by hardpan. Considerable portions of the central and s. parts of the town are still unsettled.
Lumber and leather are largely manufactured. Deposit (p. v.) is situated partly in this town
and partly in Tompkins, (Delaware co.) The depot, several hotels, and about half of the dwellings

—

in this town.
Pop. 1249, 656 in Sanford, 593 in Tompkins.* Sanford, in the central
in the s., are p. offices.
part of the tovm, Hf. Sanford, in the n. part, and Gulf
Settlement commenced in 1787, by Wm. McClure, from N. H.,
Whitaker, and Capt. Nathan
Dean.^ There are 3 churches in town ; Bap., M. E., and R. C.

ai'e

Summit,

TRIAIVGIjE^ —^was

formed from Lisle, April 18, 1831. It is situated in the extreme n. part
bordering upon both Cortland and Chenango. Its surface consists of a hilly and rolling
upland divided into ridges by the valleys of Otselic River and Halfway Brook. The summits of
the hills are 300 to 500 feet above the valleys. The soil is generally a grav^elly loam, better
adapted to grazing than to tUlage. Wbitneys Point,* (p. v.,) situated at the junction of
of the

CO.,

and Tioughnioga Rivers, contains 3 churches and has a pop. of 205. Upper I^isle, (p. v.,)
and Triangle,
Otselic, in the n. part of the town, contains 2 churches and 35 houses
in the s. e. part, 3 churches and 175 inhabitants.
The first settlement
(p. V.,) on Halfway Brook,
The
was made at Whitneys Point, in 1791, by Gen. John Patterson, from Berkshire co., Mass.'
and the first sermon was
first religious services were conducted by Deacon Josiah Lee, in 1792
preached by Rev. Seth Williston, in 1795, There are 9 churches in town.^"

Otselic

on the

;

;

1

The first birth was that of Betsey Stoddard, July 1,1794, and the

death, that of Sally Bird, sidteiof Mrs. Stoddard, Jan.16,1809.
Crane, one of the engineers on the
Chenango Canal.
* Jared
Page and
Vining were among the first settlers.
The first birth was that of Chester Pease, in 1793 the first
marriage, that of Gardner Wilson and Polly Rugg, in 1800 and
the first death, that of Mrs. Pease, in 1789. Elisha Pease erected
the first sawmill, in 1797, and Thomas Cooper kept the first
store, in 1813. The first school was taught by Ozias Masch, in
1800.
* The
highest point between the two rivers, by the State
Eoad Survey, is 1688 feet above tide.
6 See
page 265.
6
Among the first settlers were Daniel Bace, Noah Carpenter,
Nathan Austin, Simeon Alexander, Russel Farnham, S. P.Green,

first
2

Named from Jason

;

:

Anthony West, Joseph Page, John Pinney,

J. P. Appleton, Silas

Seward, Capt. Parker, Isaac Denton, and Dexter May. The first
marriage was that of Conrad Edict and Elizabeth Whitaker, in

the first birth, that of Phebe Edict, in 1788 ; and
;
death, that of Stephen Whitaker, Oct. 2.3, 1793. Capt.
built the first sawmill, in 1791, the first gristmill, in 1792,
opened the first store, in 1794, and kept the first inn. The first
school was taught by Hugh Compton, in 1793.
1 This name was
applied to the tract s. of the Military Tract
and "
Towns" and between the
and
April, 1787

the

first

Dean

Chenango
TioughTwenty
nioga Rivers. It was bought by Col. Wm. Smith, at 3 shillings
3 pence per acre. The Chenango Triangle embraces Smithville
and part of Greene in Chenango co., and Triangle and part of
Barker in Broome.
8 Named from Thos.
Whitney.
9 In 1792, David
Seymour and family settled at WTiitneys
Point; and between 1794 and 1797, Timothy Shepherd, Asa
Rodgers, Benj. and Hendrick J. Smith, and John Landers, settled at Upper Lisle. The first death was that of Mrs. Hannah
Lee, in 1791. The first school was taught by Martha Seymour,
in 1193.
i» 4
Bap., 2

M.

E.,

2 Cong., and 1 Univ.
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UWION—was formed Feb. 16, 1791. A part of Norwich and Oxford (Chenango co.) were taken off
in 1793, a part of Greene (Chenango co.) in 1798, Tioga (Tioga co.) in 1800, Lisle in 1801, a partof Chepart was annexed from Tioga, (Tioga co.,) April
nango in 1808, Vestal in 1823, and Maine in 1848.

A

and a part from Lisle, April 11,1827. It lies upon the n. shore of the Susquehanna, s.w.of the
center of the co. The surface consists of the Susquehanna intervale and the hilly region n. of it.
The highlands are nearly centrally divided by the deep valley of Nanticoke Creek. The soil in
the valley consists of a mixed clayey, sandy, and gravelly loam and alluvium, and is very proThe hills have a rich soil of slaty and gravelly loam, and are cultivated to their summits.
ductive.
2, 1810,

situated near the Susquehanna, in the s. part of the town,isa station on the N.Y.&E.
is published at this place.
Center, (p. v.,) on
Pop. 520.
Nanticoke Creek, partly in this town and partly in Maine, contains 2 churches and about 40 houses.

Union,
R. R.

(p. v.,)

Union

The Union News

The first settlement
in the s. part of the town, is a station on the Erie R. R.
(p. 0.,)
was made in 1785, by Joseph Draper, Nehemiah Crawford, Bryant Stoddard, Nathan Howard,
The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was
Jabesh Winchop, Caleb Merriman, and Winthrop Roe.^
organized in 1789, at Union Village, and Rev. John Manley was the first settled preacher. There

Hooper,

are 4 churches in town.*

TESTALi—was

It lies upon the s. bank of the Susqueformed from Union, Jan. 22, 1823.
w. corner town of the co. The surface consists of the river intervale and the
the hills is a fine quality of slaty loam, and in the
hilly region immediately s. of it. The soil upon
It is adapted to both grain raising and
valley it is a deep, rich, gravelly loam and alluvium.
the
mouth
of
Choconut
near
Creek, contains 1 church and
Vestal,
Big
(p.
v.,)
grazing.
about 45 dwellings. Vestal Center, (p. v.,) on the same stream, 1 church and about 20 houses,

hanna, and

is

the

s.

and Tracy Creeli, (p. o.,) in the w. part, 1 church and about 10 houses. Settlement was commenced in 1785, by emigrants from New England.* The M. E. church at Vestal was the first
religious organization in town.*

—was formed

Colesville and Sanford were
from Chenango, March 27, 1807.
and a part of Conklin in 1851. A part of Conklin was annexed April 18, 1831.
Its surface is principally occupied by 2
It lies upon the s. border of the co., s. e. of the center.
of
the
the
Susquehanna.
Upon the E. side of the valley the hills
valley
by
ridges
separated
high
on
attain an elevation of 400 to 800 feet above the river, and culminate in several sharp ridges
the w. the hills are less elevated, though the highest summits attain an elevation of 400 to 800 feet

Tl'I]\DSOR^

taken

ofi"

in 1821,

;

above the valley.* The declivities of these hills are generally quite abrupt. Oquaga Hill, in the
N. E. part of the town, is one of the highest peaks, and it has some historical notoriety.
(See
The valley of the river is generally narrow. The soil is a deep, rich, gravelly
p. 180.)
valleys, and a slaty loam underlaid by clay and hardpan upon the hills. Considerable
portions of the e. and s. parts of the town are yet uncultivated.
"Windsor, (p. v.,) situated on
the Susquehanna, near the center of the town, contains 3 churches and Windsor Academy. Pop.

loam in the

339.

ter'
little

Stillson Holloir (West Windsor p.o.) contains about 20 houses. Randolpli Cenis a hamlet.
The first settlement was made on the Susquehanna, at the mouth of DooCreek, in 1786, by John Doolittle, from Conn.* The first church (Cong.) was organized Aug.
(p.o.)

15, 1793,

by Rev. Mr. Judd.

There are 5 churches in town.'

1
* The census
Among the early settlers were Josbna and John Jlersereau,
reports 3 churches Bap., M. E., and Ref. Meth.
6 Named from
Gen. 0. Stoddard, Nehemiah Spaulding, Walter Sabin, Capt. Wm.
Windsor, Conn.
* The surface of the
Brink, Moses Chambers, Ezekiel and Oliver Crocker, Jeremiah
Susquehanna in this town is about 910
and lienj. Brown, Amos Patterson, Abner Rockwell, and Medad feet above tide.
' So called from its
and Elisha B. Bradley. The 15rst death was that of Mary J.
being the center of Randolph's Patent.
8 David
Fisk, June 1.3, 1789. James Ross and Jabesh Winchop built the
Amaphad and Cyrus Hotchkiss, Jolin Gurnsey and
first gristmill, in 1791, and the latter opened the first tavern,
Swift, settled in town in 1787. The first birth was that of
the same year. The first school was taught by Flavel Sabin, David Doolittle, Dec. 27, 1786; the first marriage, that of Capt.
Id 1787. The first birth was that of Joseph Chambers, July 4, 1790. Andrew
English and Miss Rachel Moore and the first death,
2 2 Presb. and 2 M. E.
that of Mrs. Ashley, the interpreter at the Oquaga Mission, in
3 Samuel and Daniel
Seymour, David Barney, Daniel Price, Aug. 1787. Josiah Stow opened the first inn and stoie, in 1788,
Wm. Coe, Ruggles Winchel, and Asa Camp, were the first set- and Nathan Lane built the first gristmill, in 1797. The first
tlers.
Saml. Coe kept the first inn, in 1791, and R. Winchel built school was
taught by Stephen Seymour, in 1789.
the first grist mill, in 1786. The first school was taught by John
9 2 M.
E., and 1 each l\ W. Bap., Bap., and Presb.
;

;

iVjutch, in 1793.
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, DiceUings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Broome County.
Acres of

Nauis of Towif s.

Barker

Bingham ton"..
Chenaugo
Colesville

Conklin
Lisle

Maine
Nanticoke
Port Crane"....
Sanford
Triangle

Union
Vestal

Windsor
Total.,

Lajtd.

CATTAKAUGUS COUNTY.

I

This county was formed from Genesee, March 11, 1808. It lies
upon the Penn. line, near the s. w. corner of the State. It is 260
mi. from Albany, and contains 1,334 sq. mi. The surface is a hilly
upland, forming the n. spurs of the Alleghany Mts. The upland is
separated by deep valleys into distinct ridges, having a general n.
and s. direction. The valleys deepen toward the s., and the hills
rise abruptly to a height of 800 to 1,300 feet above them and 2,500

tide.
Nearly the whole co. is very broken; and
though arable to their summits, are too steep for
Toward the n. border the extreme mounprofitable cultivation.
tainous character is somewhat modified, and the summits of the
hills spread out into high, rolling uplands.
Allegany River enters
the s. E. corner of the co. from Penn., flows in a n. w. direction to near the center, thence s. w. to
the s. border. It receives Four Mile, Trout, Tunegawant, Red House, Tunessassa, and Split Rock

to 3,000 feet

many

above

of the hills,

Little Valley,
s., and Oswaya, Dodges, Haskel, Ischua, Five Mile, Mill, Wrights,
Cold Spring, and Bone Run Creeks from the n. Cattaraugus Creek, forming the n. boundary,
receives Buttermilk and South Middle Branch Creeks. Connewango Creek, draining the w. border,
flows into Chautauqua co. Upon all these streams are numerous falls, furnishing an abundance

Creeks from the

of water-power.
The rocks of this co. belong mostly to the shales and sandstones of the Portage and Chemung
in the valleys in the
groups. The former are exposed along Cattaraugus Creek, and the latter

The summits of the southern hills are covered vrith Catskill concentral and s. parts of the co.
in a few localities, but generally they are
glomerate. These rocks afibrd a good building stone
Drift deposits are found to some extent,
too easily acted upon by the elements to be very valuable.
scattered over the co. and beds of clay, alluvium, and muck are found in limited quantities in
;

the valleys.^ The only lime in the co. is derived from small, isolated beds of marl and tufa.
Springs of sulphur, weak brine, petroleum, and carburetted hydrogen are found in different

A

The "Oil Spring" of Freedom, yielding petroleum, is a place of considerable note.
very small amount of bog iron ore has been discovered in the swamps, but not in sufiicient quantiThe soil in the valleys is a yellowish loam, composed chiefly of disties to be profitably worked.
integrated sandstone and shale; upon the uplands it is clay alternating with sand and gravel and
localities.

The whole region is best adapted to grazing. For many years lumbering
has been extensively carried on, and it still is a leading branch of business in the s. part of the co.
The pine lands now remaining are exceedingly valuable and the revenue derived from them forms
no inconsiderable portion of the wealth of the co. Stock and wool growing and dairying form the
underlaid by hardpan.

;

leading pursuits in the other parts of the co.

The county

seat is located at Ellicottville.'^

The courthouse

is

a brick

edifice,

situated near

the center of the village, upon ample grounds donated by the Holland Land Company. The clerk's
The jail is a stone building, amply
office is a fireproof brick building, adjacent to the courthouse.
provided for the accommodation and classification of prisoners. The poorhouse is located upon a

farm of 200 acres in Machias, 16 mi. n.e. of EUicottville. The average number of inmates is 35,
supported at a weekly cost of §1.40 each. The farm yields a revenue of about §1,000.'
The N. Y. & Erie R. R. enters the co. from the e., and extends along Oil Spring and Ischua
Creeks to Clean, thence along Allegany River to the mouth of Little Valley Creek, thence up the
It
valley of that creek about 9 mi., and thence in a n. w. direction to the w. border of the co.
passes through the towns of Hinsdale, Clean, Allegany, Carrolton, Great Valley, Bucktooth, Little
Valley, Mansfield,

New

Albion, Persia, Dayton, and Perrysburgh.*

1 The
superficial deposits and alluvium of the N. and s. portions of the CO. are essentially different. The hillsides and valleys

of the N. are covered with hemlock, and those of the 8. with pine.
Upon the organization of the co., in 180S. Jonas Williams,
Isaac Sutherland, and Asa Ransom were appointed commissioners
to locate the county seat. They fixed upon the site of EUicottville. then a wilderness, and erected a large iron-wood post to
indicate the spot. Up to 1817 the co. was merged in Niagara.
The first co. courts were held at Olean, July 3, 1817. The first
CO. officers were Timothy H. Porter, First Judge; James Brooks,
186

The Genesee Valley Canal

Ashbel Freeman, and Francis Green, County Judges; Sands
Boughtou, County Clerk; Israel Curtiss, S/ieriJf; and Jeremy
Wooster, Surrogate. The first courthouse and jail was erected
at EUicottville, in 1817-18. It was burned in 1829, and the
present buildings were soon after erected.
3 This
establishment is represented by the Senate Committee
of 1857 as being in bad repair and indifferently kept. The food
supplied was plain and wholesome but the house was old and
dilapidated, and little attention was paid to cleanliness.
* Several railroads have been
surveyed through the co., and upon
;
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extends through Hinsdale and Olean, uniting with Allegany River at the latter place.
Bion of this canal 7 mi. up the Allegany to the Pcnn. line is in process of construction.

An

exten-

Five weekly newspapers are now published in the co.^
This CO. was included in the territory ceded by the Six Nations to the Holland Land Co. in 1797.
Three reservations made within the limits of the co. are held by the Indians at the present day.

The Oil Spring Reservation, containing 1 sq. mi., is partly in Ischua, Cattaraugus co., and partly
in Cuba, Allegany co.
The Allegany Reservation, containing 42 eq. mi., extends from the Penn.
The tract is, on an average, about 2 mi. wide, and emline 25 mi. n. e. along Allegany River.

—

braces nearly all of the river intervale, the finest agricultural region in the co. It embraces porsmall
tions of Allegany, Carrolton, Great Valley, Bucktooth, Cold Spring, and South Valley.
portion of the Cattaraugus Reservation lies in the n. part of Perrysburgh.^ The Philadelphia
Quakers established a mission on the Allegany Reservation, in what is now South Valley, as early
as 1798.
The first permanent settlement was made at Olean, by Maj. Adam Hoops and his bro-

A

ther Robert, from Albany, in 1804. For many years a large share of Western emigration was by
way of the Allegany River and Pittsburgh and, being at the head of boat navigation upon the
river, Olean speedily became a place of importance.
Upon the completion of the Erie Canal travel
;

this route and improvements advanced very slowly.
The completion of the
Erie R. R. gave a new impulse to enterprise and industry ; and the co. is now rapidly progressing in all the elements of wealth and civilization.

was diverted from
N. Y.

&

AIiIiEGAHTY—was

formed from Great Valley, as '^Burton," April 18, 1831. Its name was
Humphrey was taken ofi" in 1836. It lies upon the s. border of the co.,
The surface is a hilly upland, broken by the deep valley of Allegany River, which
E. of the center.
extends e. and w. through the center. The declivities of the hills are steep, and their highest
summits are 700 to 900 feet above the valleys. The streams are Four Mile, Five Mile, and Mill
Creeks, tributaries of the Allegany. About nine-tenths of the town is still covered with forests.
The soil is a shaly and sandy loam on the hills, and a clayey and gravelly loam in the valleys.

changed March

28, 1851.

some of them considerable labor has been expended. The Erie
& N. Y. City R. R. extends w. from the N. Y. & Erie R. R. at
Bucktooth to Erie, Penn.

A large portion of this road

is

graded.
Allegany Railroads,

Buffalo & Pittsburgh and the Attica k
both to terminate at Olean, have been surveyed but work upon
them has been indefinitely postponed.
1 Tht
Allegany Mercury, the first paper in the CO., was started
at " Hamilton." now Olean, in 1818, by Benj. F. Smead.
In 1819 Franklin Cowdery became interested in its publication, and the name was changed to
The Hamilton Recorder. It was continued but a few years.

The

;

Cbtirier was started at EUicottville in 1826 by
Richard Hill. In 1827 it was changed to
The Cattaraugus Gazette, and was continued about 2 years.
The Lodi Pioneer was started at "Lodi," now Gowanda, in 1827
by Lewis B. Edwards. At the end of 3 years it was
changed to
The Lodi Freeman and Messenger, and issued by G. N. Starr.
In 1833 it passed into the hands of Eliakim Hough, and
was changed to
The Cattaraugus Freeman, under which name it was continued
until 1844, when it was changed to
The People's Advocate and Lodi Banner. In Oct. 1850, it passed
into the hands of Henry M. Morgan, and its name was
changed to
The Cattaraugus Chronicle. It was soon after changed to
The Independent Chronicle, under which name it was published
4 years. In 1854 John M. Henry became interested in
its publication, and it was changed to
The Oowanda Chronicle, and was continued until the office was
burned, April 30, 1856.
The Ellicottville Pepublican was commenced in May, 1833, by
Delos E. Sill. In 18.34 it passed into the hands of R. H.
Shankland, and was changed to
Cattaraugus Republican. In 1855 it became
the property of Fred. A. Stanton, by whom it is still

The Wedern

The

publislifd.

started at Olean in 1835 by G. W.
Cutler. In 1836 it was changed to
Olean Advocate, and was issued by Rufus W. Griswold for
about 1 year. In 1837 Carlos Woodcock had charge of
it; and in 1838 it passed into the hands of Dudley Bryan
and was changed to
Olean Times. It was afterward published by A. M. Badger
until 1841.
Hinsdale Democrat was started at the village of Hinsdale
in 1836 by Joseph T. Lyman. It soon passed into the
hands of Edward Hughs & Co., and was continued 2

The Allegany Mercury was

The

The
The

years.
Tlie People's Gazette

was started at Hinsdale

in 1840

by Geo.

C.

In 1842

Smith.

it

was removed

to Geneseo, Livingston

CO.

Whig was

started at Ellicottville in July, 1840,
by Delos E. Sill. It was continued by him until 1854,
when its name was changed to

T?ie Cattaraugus

The Cattaraugus Freeman,

under which title it is
still issued by Sill & Beeclier.
The Randolph Herald was started at Randolph in March, 1842.
It was successively issued by Wm. Mason, Lorenzo and
Julius Marsh, and Fletcher & Russell until 1845, when
it

passed into the hands of J. J. Strong,

who

continued

2 years. Strong then joined the Mormons, and removed the establishment to Nauvoo, 111.
The Freeman and Messenger was started at Hinsdale in 1843 by
L. E. Smith. Its name was soon changed to
The Expositor, and it was issued by Edwin and Allen C. Fuller
it

until 1846.
Tlie

Gowanda Whig was

started at Gowanda in Nov. 1850, by
T. Henry.
In the following Feb. it was removed
to Ellicottville, and its name changed to
and
Union
soon
after it appeared as
;
Whig

James

The

The American Union,

under which title it is now published by Robert H. Shankland.
The Gowanda Phoenix rose from the ashes of the great fire of
April, 1856, and was issued 1 year by Louis S. Morgan,
when it was removed to Bradford, Penn.
The Cattaraugus Sachem was started at Randolph in June, 1851,
and was continued about 1 year, when the press was removed to Olean.
The Randolph Whig was started at Randolph in July, 1852, by
C. K. Judson and Bery. F. Morris. In 1867 its name
was changed to
The Randolph Reporter, and it was issued by Morris until July
5, 1858, when it was removed to Gowanda and changed
to

The Goivanda Reporter.

It is

W. Henry and Frank Stebbins.
The Olean Journal was started at Olean
rich.

In June, 1856,

T. Henry,

it

who changed

now published by N.
in 1853

by Chas. Aidpassed into the hands of James
its

name

to

The Olean Advertiser, under which title he still issues
it.

Gem, mo., was started at Randolph in 1848 by A.
M. Shattuck, and was continued 4 years.
The Indian titles to these lands have been questioned; but
both the State and U. S. courts have decided them to be original,
absolute, and exclusive. By an act of Feb. 19, 1867, the Legislature fonnally renounced all right upon the part of the State
to tax these lands.
The Indians are mostly engagnd in agricultural pursuits, in which they have made considerable progress.
Tlie Neosophic
2
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is extensively pursued.
Allegany, (p. v.,) upon Allegany River, e. of the center,
contains a tannery, door and blind factory, 3 churches, and 70 houses. It is a station on the N. Y.
is a p. o.
& E. R. R. The Franciscan College is located near the village.^ Five Mile
The first settler was Ebenezer Reed, from Conn., who located near the mouth of Nine Mile Creek
in 1820.^ The first religious services (Bap.) were held at the house of James Strong, by Elder

Lumbering

Run

Benj. Cole, in 1823.

The

ASHFORD—was

first

church (M. E.) was formed in 1829.*

formed from

It is centrally located on the n.
with ridges extending generally in a n. and s. direction.
The highest points in the s. part are 300 feet above the valleys. Cattaraugus Creek, forming the
The soil is a slaty loam intermixed
N. boundary, and Buttermilk Creek, are the principal streams.
with gravel and clay. Maple sugar is largely manufactured. Asltford, (p. v.,) in the s. w. part
of the town, contains a grist and saw mill, 2 churches, and 36 dwellings; Fast Asbford (p. o.)
The first settlers were Henry Frank and his two sons Ancontains 2 churches and 11 dwellings.
drew and Jacob H., from Herkimer co., who located on Lot 56, in 1816.* The first church (F. W.
Bap.) was organized in 1821, by Elder Richard M. Gary. There are now 6 churches in town.*

border of the

co.

The surface

Ellicottville, Feb. 16, 1824.

is hilly,

BUCRTOOTH—was

formed from Little Valley, Nov. 19, 1854. It lies upon the s. border
Its surface is mostly a broken and mountainous upland, the highest
summits being 800 to 1,000 feet above the valleys. Allegany River flows w. and s. w. through the
The other principal streams are Red House, Little Valley, and Bucktooth Creeks, and
N. part.
Sawmill Run. The soil is a clay and sandy loam. A large share of the town is yet covered with
Bucktootb is a p.o. in the N. part. A
forests; and lumbering forms the leading pursuit.®
few settlements were made previous to 1812 but they were abandoned during the war. The first
permanent settler was James Rosenbury, who located in town in 1816.^ The only church (M. E.)
was formed about 1830.
of the

CO.,

w. of the center.

;

C ARROLiTOHf'—was formed from Great Valley, March 9, 1842.

Part of Allegany Reservation
town upon the s. border of the co. Ball Hill, in the s. e. part,
is 800 feet above the valley.
The Allegany flows N. w. through the n. part, receiving as tributaries
Tunegawant and Windfall Creeks. The soil is a clay and shaly loam upon the uplands, and a
gravelly loam in the valleys. Lumbering is the leading pursuit, I^imestone," (p. o.,) in the
s.
Charles Foster, Horace Howe, and Marcus
part, and Tuna, (p. o.,) in the n., are hamlets.
Leonard located upon Lots 28 and 29 in 1814.^" The first religious meeting (Bap.) was held by
Rev. Aaron Kellogg, at his own house, in 1831 and the first church (M. E.) was organized in 1843.
The census reports 2 churches; M. E. and R. C.

was annexed

in 1847.

It is the central

;

COI.O SPRFVC;—was formed from Napoli, March 20, 1837. Parts of South Valley were
taken ofi" in 1847 and '48. It is an interior town, near the s. w. corner of the co. The surface
is a hilly and broken
upland, the highest summits being 400 to 500 feet above the valleys. The
Allegany flows s. w. through the n. e. corner, and receives from the n. Cold Spring Creek, which flows
through the center. The soil is a clay and slaty loam upon the uplands, and a sandy and gravelly
loam in the valleys. A sulphur spring is found in the N. E. part. There is no village, p. o., or
church edifice in town. Lumbering is extensively carried on. The first settlements were made by
Chas. Crook, with his 3 sons Chas., jr., Ira, and Nathan, from Vt., on Lot 32, and Joshua Basson,
2 Bap., F. W. Bap., Cong., M. E., and Wes. Meth.
6 This town contains an areaof
47,620 acres, of which less than
Nicholas Devereux donated to the association, for the institute, 1,000 acres were under cultivation in 1855.
'
200 acres of land and $5,000.
Among the other early settlers were James Green, Adam
2
Among the other early settlers were Andrew L. Allen, Hiram Johnson, and John Boutell. The first birth was that of a child
Wood, James Strong, Isaac Eggleston, Amos B. and David Orton, of David Hathaway, in 1834 and the first marriage, that of Anwho located on Five Mile Creek in 1821. The first child born drew Mills and Sally Hadly. Leister Granger taught the first
was Nathan Reed, Oct. 2, 1820 ; the first marriage, that of Wm. school, in 1834; Adam Johnson kept the first inn, in 1832, 'and
B. Fox and Sally Strong, in 1825 ; and the first persons who died John Boardman the first store, in 1834. The first sawmill waa
were children of Isaac Eggleston, in 1823. Leonard Cronkhite built by the Indians, in 1813, on Sawmill Run.
8 Named from G.
Carrolton, one of the original proprietors.
taught the first school, in a house of James Strong's, in the
8
winter of 1825-26; Ebenezer Reed kept the first inn, in 1820;
Upon the flats near Limestone are the remains of an ancient
Aaron Wheeler, the first store, in 1833; and Reuben Lamberton fortification. It is in the shape of a figure 8, the remains of the
ditch and earthworks being plainly visible.
erected the first sawmill, on Five Mile Creek, in 1826.
3 The census
w John and Wm. Moore, Elias Stone, Peter Zoluff,
Hereports 4 churches ; Bap., Cong., M. E., and R. C.
*
Among the other early settlers were John Goodemote, Saml. cock, Isaac Farr, Aaron Kellogg, and Wm. Smith settled on Tnni»
Flagg, Griffin and David Wyley, Amos, David, Thomas, and Creek in 1828. The first birth was that of Merit Zehiff, in June,
Brown and Emeline Fuller,
Maley Sampson, David Oyer, Augustus Van Slyke, Calvin Wood- 1829 the first marriage, that of
The
ruff, Marcena Brooks, Jacob and Michael Houghstader, John in 1828; and the first death, that of Enoch Fuller, in 1828.
all
from
Herkimer
and
Monthis
son
first
and
Peter,
school
was
Milton
Quackenbush
Northrop, at Limestone, in the
taught by
gomery COS., and all of whom located in town in 1818. The first winter of 1830-31. Elias Stone kept the first inn, near tho
birth was that of Elizabeth, daughter of Jacob 11. Frank, in the mouth of Tuna Creek, in 1828, and Chas. Lewis the first store,
The first sawmill was built by Marcus Leonard, in
fell of 1817; and the first death, that of Phoebe, a child of An- in 1832.
drew Frank, Aug. 30, 1818. Danl. Thomas and Norman B. Car- 1826.
ter taught the first schools, in 1822-23.
1 This institution is under the control of the Franciscan
(R. C.)
Association. The buildings are now in process of erection.

6

;

;
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Wm. J. Wilcox.
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meeting (Cong.) was held

in 1823,

by Rev.

COHflVElfAKGO—was

formed from Little Valley, Jan. 20, 1823. Randolph was taken off
and Leon in 1832. It lies upon the w. border of the co., s. of the center. The surface in
the s. w. and w. parts is level and swampy, the Connewango Swamp being 30 to 50 feet below the
bed of Allegany River at its nearest point. The remaining parts are hilly. It is drained s. by
Connewango, Little Connewango, and Clear Creeks, and other small streams. The soil on the
Rutledge, (Connewango p. o.,)
uplands is clay and gravel, and on the flats a gravelly loam.
in the n. w. part, on Connewango Creek, contains a church and 17 dwellings. Clear Creefc.
co. Axville is a hamlet. Settlement was commenced in 1816,
(p. V.) is on the line of Chautauqua
by Eliph. Follet, near Rutledge.^ The first church (Presb.) was organized at Rutledge, in 1816.'
in 1826,

DAYTOJV—was
CO., N.

formed from Perrysburgh, Feb.

7,

1835.

It lies

upon the w. border of the

a rolling and hilly upland. The highest elevations
It is drained s. by two branches
r. at Dayton Station.

Its surface is generally

of the center.

in the n. part are about 300 feet above the r.
of Connewango Creek and other small streams.

The soil is a clayey and gravelly loam. Lumbering is an important branch of industry. Dayton, (p. v.,) on the N. Y. & E. R. R., in the N. E.
corner of the town, contains 13 dwellings and "West Dayton, (Cottage p. o.,) in the n. w.
Sociality is a hamlet, in the s. e. part. The
corner, a church, 2 sawmills, and 14 dwellings.
;

first

settlement

was made by

Silas

Nash and Simeon Bunco, from Otsego

co.,

The

in 1810.*

first

religious meeting (Bap.) was held at the house of Joshua Webb, in 1816, by Rev. Elnathan Finch;
and the first church (Bap.) was organized in March, 1818, at the house of Mr. Webb.*

EAST OTTO—was

formed from Otto, Nov. 30, 1854. It lies upon the n. border of the co.,
is hilly and broken; Mt.
Tug, the highest summit, being 300 feet
Cattaraugus Creek forms the n. boundary and South Middle Branch flows w.

The

w. of the center.
above the valleys.
through the town,

surface

;

The

a clay and gravelly loam, favorable for both grain
and grass. Otto Corners, (East Otto p.o.,) a little s.w. from the center, contains 3 churches
and 17 dwellings. The first settlements were made by Joseph Bates, on Lot 20, and Horace Wells,
near Otto Corners, about 1816.^ The first religious meetings were held at the house of Tyler M.

Beach, in 1821.

s.

of the center.

The

first

soil is

preaching (M. E.) was at the same house, by Rev. Ira Brownson, in

1822.''

EL.L,ICOTTVIL.l.E«—was

formed from "Ischua," now Franklinville, April 13, 1820. Ashford was taken ofi" in 1824. It is an interior town, lying a little n. e. of the center of the co.
The
surface is a hilly upland, broken by the deep and narrow ravines of the streams.
The principal
stream is Great Valley Creek, flowing s. through near the center. The soil upon the hills is a clay'
loam, and in the valleys a gravelly loam. EllicottTille, (p. v.,) on the creek, in the s.w. part
of the town, was incorp. April 1, 1837. Besides the co. buildings, it contains 4 churches, 3 newsare p. offices. The
paper offices, and an iron foundery. Pop. 695. Plato and Asli

Park

made

by David Waldo, from Oneida co., and Orin Pitcher, from
Mass.* The first religious meeting was held at the house of Wm. Vinton, by Rev. John Spencer,
m 1818. The first church (Presb.) was formed Sept. 10, 1822.i»
first

settlements were

in 1815,

1 Eastman Prescott and his father settled In the s.
part, and
Isaac Morrill in the n. w. part, in 1821. The first birth was that
Df Martha, daughter of Charles Crook, jr., in the spring of 1824;
and the first death, that of Miss Jones, in the fall of 1821. Miss
E. Sanford taught the first school, in the summer of 1831. Philenus Hall kept the first inn and the first store, in 1822. Chas.
Crook and Joshua Basson erected the first sawmill, in 1820, on
Cold Spring Creek.
2

Sampson Crooker, from

Cairo, Greene co., settled near Rutledge in 1818 ; and Calvin Treat, H. Camp,
Holbrook, and
John Darling about the same time. The first school was taught
by Olive Cheeney, in the summer of 1819. Eliphalet Follet kept
the first inn, in 1817, near Rutledge, and H. Camp and
Holbrook the first store, in 1822, at Olds Corners. The first
sawmill was erected by Sampson Crooker, on Mill Creek, in 1819,

Wm.

Wm.

and the first gristmill by Calvin Treat, near the center of the
town, in 1821. Mrs. Crooker, wife of Sampson Crooker. killed a
wildcat at her hen roost with a pair of tongs, in the winter of
1819.

The census reports 3 churches; Presb., Bap., and M. E.
Joshua Webb, from Madison Co., settled on Lot 56, Leman H.
Ralph Johnson, Ileman and
Anflon Merrill, and Timothy M. Shaw in the N. E. part, all in
1815. The first child born was Amos Nash, in .Tune, 1811 the
first marriage, that of Benj. Parsell and Mary Redfield, in March,
1818; and the first death, that of De Witt, son of Silas Nash, in
3

*

Pitcher, on Lot 68, in the S.W. part

—

;

;

Feb. 1812.

Caleb

Webb

kept the

first inn, in 1827,

at

Dayton, and Wm. H. Leland, the first store in 183.3, in the s.E.
part of the town. Silas Nash erected the first sawmill, in 1817,
at West Dayton.
6 The census
reports 3 churches Bap., F. W. Bap., and M. E.
6 Soon
after, Moses T. and Tyler M. Beach, Justice Bartholomew, Abraham Gibbs, and Saml. Tuttle settled in the town.
The first children born were Arzan and Brittaina, twins,— son
and daughter of Justice Bartholomew; the first marriage w;ia
that of Moses N. Leland and Brittaina Wells, in 1823: and the
first death of an adult, that of Mrs. John Darling, in Dec. 1824.
Hezekiah Scovel kept the first inn, near Otto Comers, in 1823,
and Vine Plumb the first store, near the same place, in 1824.
Moses T. Beach built the first sawmill, in 1823, and the first
gristmill, in 1824, on South Middle Branch, in the e. part of the
town.
' The census
reports 3 churches M. E., Cong., and Bap.
8 Named from
Joseph Ellicott, agent of the Holland Land Co.
9 Grove Hurlbut built the first
house, in 1815, on Lot 57, and
settled in March, 1816.
Rickartson Burlinganie and Ephraim
Fitch settled in 1816. The first child born was Orlando F. Pitcher, in June, 1816. The first school was taught by Eunice
Carpenter, at the house of Orin Pitcher, in the summer of 1817.
Baker Leonard kept the first inn, in 1817, and the first store, in
1818. Orin Pitcher erected the first sawmill, in 1821, on Great
Valley Creek.
10 The census
reports 4 churches ; Presb., Prot. E., M. E, and

West R.C.

;

—

;
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FARMERSVII.L.E—was
lies

on the

e.

border of the

formed from "Ischtta," now Franklinville, March 29, 1821.

co., n.

The surface
Lake Erie and

of the center.

shed between the streams flowing n. w. into

It

a hilly upland, forming the waterthose flowing e. into Genesee River

is

The highest point, near the center, is 800 to 900 feet above the R. R.
Lake, in the n. part, covering an area of about 30 acres, discharges its waters n. ;
and Ischua Creek flows s. through the w. part. On the uplands the soil is chiefly a vegetable
and

s.

into

at Olean.

Allegany River.

Mud

clay, shale, and slate; in the valleys, a gravelly loam.
FarmersTille, (p. v.,)
near the center, contains 2 churches and 17 dwellings. FalrvieiiV is a p. o. The first settlement was made by Peter and Cornelius Ten Broeck and Richard Tozer, all from Otsego co., on
Lots 4 and 36, in 1817.^ The first religious meeting was held by Rev. Eliab Going, (Bap.,) at the
barn of Levi Peet, in 1821. The census reports 2 churches Bap. and M. E.

mold resting on

—

—

;

FRA1VKL.I1VVIL.L.E— was formed from Olean, June 16, 1812, as "Hebe." Its name was
changed to "Ischua," April 17, 1816; and to Franklinville, March 3, 1824. A part of Perrysburgh was taken ofi" in 1814, Ellicottville, Freedom, and Yorkshire in 1820, Farmersville in 1821,
and Lyndon in 1829. It is an interior town, lying n. e. of the center of the co. Its surface is undulating and hilly. It is drained s. by Ischua and Great Valley Creeks and several other small
The soil is clay and gravelly loam. FranliliuTille, (p. v.,) on Ischua Creek, in the
streams.
N. e. corner of the town, contains 2 churches, 2 sawmills, and 370 inhabitants; Cadiz (p. v.) a
church and several mills.
ville,

Pop. 165.

The

first

settlement was

formed in 1823.

made

originally from Vt., in March, 1806.^
There are 3 churches in town; Bap., Presb., and

by Joseph McClure,

at the village of Franklin-

The
M. E.

first

church (Bap.) was

FREEDOM—was

formed from "Ischua," now Franklinville, April 13, 1820. A part of
It is the n. e. corner town of the co.
The surface is a rolling
or moderately hilly upland. Clear Creek and the s. branch of Cattaraugus Creek are the principal
streams. Beaver Lake, in the s. part. Fish Lake, in the e., and Scum and Laws Lakes, in the
The soil is a clay and gravelly loam. Several quarries of good buildcenter, are small ponds.
ing stone are found in different parts of the town. Sandusky, (p. v.,) on Clear Creek, in the n.
Pop. 175. Elton, (p. v.,) near the s. w.
part, contains 2 churches, a gristmill, and 2 sawmills.
Freedom is a p. o. The first settlements were
corner, contains a church and 14 dwellings.
made in 1811, by Warren Stanley, Ezekiel Reynolds, from N. IL, and Earl Lawyer, Rufus MetThe first religious meeting was held at the house of Rufus
calf, and Enoch Ilowlett, from Vt.'
The first church (M. E.) was formed in 1820.*
Metcalf, in April, 1813, by Elder P. Root.

Yorkshire was taken

off in 1844.

GREAT VAliEEY—was
was taken
1847.

It is

formed from Olean, April 15, 1818. "Burton," now Allegany,
Part of Allegany Reservation was taken off in
1831, and Carrolton in 1842.
an interior town, lying a little s. of the center of the co. Its surface is a mountainous

off in

The highest summit, near the s. w. corner, is 1,300 feet above the river. The
hilly upland.
declivities are generally very abrupt, and many of them are too steep for cultivation.
Allegany

and

River flows through the s. w. corner, and receives as tributary Great Valley Creek. The soil upon
the highlands is a hard clay mixed with disintegrated slate and shale and in the valleys a gravelly
loam. Lumbering is the leading pursuit, five-sixths of the surface being still covered with forests.*
;

Great Talley Station,
contains 18 dwellings

;

and

(Killbuck p.

Peth

o.,)

mouth

at the

(Great Valley p.

1 Levi Peet and
Peleg Robins, frnm Otsego CO., settled on Lots
36 and 3, in 1817. The first child born was Addison, son of
Bichard Tozer. in 1S17; the first marriage, that of Peter Ten
Broeck and Polly Tremain; and the first death, that of Mrs.
M.igdalene Adams, Nov. 7, 1820. The first inn was kept in 1817,
by Richard Tozer, and the first store by Jacob Comstock, in
1828. James Worden erected the first sawmill, in 1824, on the
outlet of Mud Lake.
2 Mr. McCIure was an agent and surveyor of the Holland Land
He was a leading man in the
Co., and located his lot in 1805.
town for many years, filled the principal town offices, served
with the rank of captain on the Niagara frontier in the War of
1812, and represented the co. in the Assembly of 1814-15. His
brother David settled in the town in 1806, Thos. Morris and
Henry Conrad in 1807, and Timothy Butler, Jeremiah Burroughs, and Danl. Cortwripht, soon after, all in the valley of
Ischua Creek. The first child born in the town and co. was
Hiram W., son of David McClure, April .30, 1806. John McClure
taught the first school, in 1809; Joseph McClure kept the first
Inn, ill 1806, and Thos. Morris the first store, in 1816, at or near

o.)

of Great Valley Creek, in the

s.

part,

Settlement was commenced at the

11.

and moved

in with their families in the spring of 1812.
child born was Rufus RIetcalf, jr., Dec. 24, 1812: and
death of an ndult was that of Peter Davis, Dec. 17, 1816.
Elihu Daggart and Sally McKee, and Sylvester Davis and Miss
Daggart, were all married at the same time, in 1817. The first
school was taught in 1816, by Jemima Clark. Knoch Ilbwlett
kept the first inn and the first store, in 1824. He also erected
the first sawmill, in 1821, on Clear Creek. Dr. Elihu Cruttenden
erected the first gristmill, on the same stream, in 1822.
* The census
reports 5 churches; 2 Bap., F. W. Bap., Calv.
Meth., and Univ.
6 On Lot 19, about 1 mi. t. of the center of the town, is a place
known as the " Breathing Well." About 1850, Nicholas Flint
attempted to dig a well but, after reaching a depth of 25 feet
and obtaining no water, he abandoned the undertaking, but
stoned up the well, hoping that water might come. Noticing a
current of air proceeding from the well, he inserted a pump log
A current
in it, and covered it up, except the end of the log.
of air is continually blowing either into or out of the well and
a whistle placed In the boreof the log has been heard half a mi.
Franklinville Village. Henry Conrad built the first gristmill, in The current is sometimes steady in one direction fur a whole
ifi08, and sawmill, in 1809, at Cadiz.
day, and sometimes it changes every hour.
» These settlers made improvements and put up log houses in

1811,

The
the

first

first

;

—

:
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mouth of Great Valley Creek, by Judge James Green, in 1812.* The first religious meeting was
held at the house of Orin Pitcher, Ly Rev. John Spencer, in 1815. The first religious association
(Cong.) was formed, with 8 members, in 1817.
church, (M. E.)

miVSOAliE—was
lies

on the

formed ft-om Clean, April

border of the

e.

There

co., s.

of the center.

is

now no church

14, 1820.

The

surface

edifice in

town, and but 1

Ischua was taken off in 1846. It
a hilly and broken upland. The

is

above the valleys and are bordered by abrupt declivities. The highest
500 feet above the r. r. at Hinsdale Village. Reservoir Lake is a
small sheet of water near the s. e. corner. Ischua and Oil Creeks the former from the n.e. and
the latter from the n. w.
form a junction near the center, and thence the united stream takes the
name of Olean Creek, flowing s. through the town. The soil upon the uplands is chiefly clay, and
in the valleys a gravelly loam. Hinsdale, (P-"^->) at the junction of Ischua and Oil Creeks,
hills are

500 to 600

feet

and

points, on Lots 23

24, are

—

—

contains 2 churches and several mills and manufacturing establishments. Pop. 255. It is a canal
Scotts Corners, in the n. part, contains a
village and a station upon the N. Y. & Erie R. R.

church and 13 houses. Haskel Flat is a p. o. The first settlers were Horace Noble, Chas.
The first religioua
Foot, and Thos. Lusk, who located near the present site of the village in 1806.^
meeting was held at the log barn of Zachariah Noble, in June, 1807. The first regular preacher

was Rev. Reuben Aylesworth, (M. E.,)

in 1820,

who organized the

first

religious association in 1821.'

HUMPHREY*—was formed from " Burton," now Allegany, May 12, 1836.
town, lying a

little s.e.

of the center of the co.

The

It is

an interior

a broken and hilly upland, the
Its streams are Great Valley, Five Mile,

surface

is

highest summits being 600 feet above the r. r. at Olean.
Wrights, and Sugar Town Creeks. The soil upon the hills

is mostly clay, occasionally intermixed
Center is a hamlet.
with sand, and in the valleys it is a gravelly loam.
Huniplirey and Sug^ar To%vn are p. ofiices. The first settlement was made in the n. w.
The first religious association (M. E.) was formed
corner, on Lot 56, by Russel Chappell, in 1815.*

Humpbrey

in 1834.6

ISCHUA —^was formed from
27, 1855.

upon the

It lies

e.

Hinsdale, Feb. 7, 1846, as "Rice." Its name was changed March
border of the co., a little s. of the center. Its surface is a broken

and hilly upland, the highest summits being 600 feet above the valleys. Ischua Creek flows s.
through the town and receives several tributaries. The soil is chiefly clay, with a thin surface
mold and some gravelly loam. Quarries of good building stone are found in the town. Ischua,
(p. V.,) formerly called "Rice," on Ischua Creek, in the n. part, contains a gristmill and 19 dwellings.
The first settlement was made on Lot 45, on the creek, by Abraham M. Farwell, from Mass., in

The

1812.''

in 1815

;

first

and the

meeting was held at the house of Mr. Farwell, by Rev. John Spencer,
church (M. E.) was formed in 1827.

religious
first

IjEOM —was

formed from Connewango, April 24, 1832. It lies on the w. border of the co., a
Its surface in the w. and n. w. is level and
marshy, and in the remaining
It is drained s. by Connewango Creek and its tributaries.
The soil is a
parts moderately hilly.
LiCOn, (p. v.,) near the center, contains 2 churches and 18
clay, sandy, and gravelly loam,
East lieon is a p. o. Tbompsonvllle is a hamlet in the s. e. part. Settledwellings.
ments were made on Mud Creek, in 1819, by Jas. Franklin and his son James, from Riga, Monroe
CO., and Abner Wise and his son Abner W., Thos. W. Cheney, and Ed. Dudley, from Otsego co.'
little N.

of the center.

1
Among the other early settlers were Danl. McKay, Judge
Eonj. Chamberlin, and
Hibbard, who located in 1813 Lewis
Worcester and Laurin Norton, in 1814. The first child born
was Ira Green, in 1813 and the first death, that of Mrs. Hibbard, the same year. The first school was taught at the house
of James Green, by .Toel Fairbanks, in the winter of 1817-18.
James Green kept the first inn, in 1813, at the mouth of Great
Valley Creek, and Lewis Worcester the first store, in 1815, at
Peth. The first sawmill was erected by James Green, in 1812.
2 Zachariah and
Seymour Noble also settled in 1806. All the
settlers at this time were from Ontario co. and originally from
Mass. The first child born was Clarissa, daughter of Horace
Noble, in the fall of 1808 ; and the first death, that of Bibbin
Rachael Turner taught the first school, at
Follet, in 1809.
Scotts Corners, in 1818. Elihu Murray kept the first inn, near
Hinsdale Village, in 1810, and Emery Wood the first store, in
1825. The first sawmill was erected by Lewis Wood, in 1815 ;
;

;

and the

by Henry Conrad, in 1825.
Bap., and M. E.
Charles Humjihrey, of Tompkins co., Speaker
of the Assembly at the time of the formation of the town.
6
Among the other early settlers were Alonzo Berry, Abijah
first gristmill,

•

The census

*

Named from

reports 2 churches

;

Rowley, Nathan Howe, Thomas Scott, and Stephen S. Cole. The
first school was taught by John Howe, at Sugar Town, in 1820.
Mr. Howe has since been a member of Congress from Penn.
Russel Chappell kept the first inn. in 1824, and Averill Lawyer
the first store, at Humphrey Center, in 1848. The first sawmill
was erected by Foster B. Salisbury, on Wright Creek.
6 There are 4 churches in
town; Bap., F. W. Bap., M. E., ana
R. 0.
'
Seymour Bonghton, from Westchester co., settled at the village in 1815, and William Kimball, Amos Pitcher, and .Tona^
than Davis about the same time. The first child born was C.
Adeline, daughter of A.M. Farwell, in 1816; and tlie first death,
that of Henry Boughton, by the fall of a tree, in 1811. The first
school was taught on the premises of Mr. Farwell, by Caroline
Putnam, in the summer of 1821. Mr. Farwell erected the first
sawmill, on Lot 45, in 1814, and Cook & Tyler the first gristThe first store was opened
mill, fn 1826, both on Ischua Creek.
by Albert Lawrence and Henry Stephens, in 1832, and the first
inn by Seymour Boughton, in 1816.
8 Robert
Durfee, from R. I., settled on Lots 50 and 57, in 1819,
where he still resides; and John Fairbanks and John Battles, in
1819-20. The first birth was that of Edward Dudley, July 20>
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The
the

first

first

house of Abner "Wise, in 1820, by Elder Hadley; and
religious meeting was held at the
church (Ref. Meth.) was formed by Rev. Ezra Amadon, in 1822.^

—

was formed from "Perry," now Perrysburgh, April 10, 1818. Conneofi" in 1823, Mansfield and New Albion in 1830, and Bucktooth in
taken
were
and
wango
Napoli
1854. It is an interior town, lying a little s. w. of the center of the co. The surface is mostly a
two principal ridges by the deep valley of Little Valley Creek. The
hilly upland, divided into
Lot 77, in the s. E. part of the town, is
highest summits are 500 to 600 feet above the creek. Upon
a peculiar rock formation, known as "Rock City."* The soil is a hard, clay loam upon the hills,
and a gravelly loam in the valleys.' Little Valley, (p-v.,) in the n.w. comer, contains a
church and 36 dwellings. It is an important station upon the N. Y. & Erie R. R. liittle
Talley Creeli, near the center, contains a church and 11 dwellings. The first settlements
were made in the valley, in 1807, by John Green, Judge Benj. Chamberlin, and several other
The first church (F. W. Bap.) was formed by Elder
families, who left during the War of 1812.*

lilTTLiE VAliliEY

Richard M. Cary, Oct.

L.Y]VDO]¥
April

1826."
Its

name was changed

to

"Elgin"

1857, and back to Lyndon April 16, 1858. It lies on the e. border of the co., n. of the
Its surface is hilly, the highest ridges, near the center, being about 500 feet above the

7,

center.
R. R. at

8,

—was formed from Franklinville, Jan. 24, 1829.

Clean.

It is

drained by Oil Creek and branches of Ischua Creek.

The

soil is chiefly

clay covered with a light vegetable mold upon the hills, and a gravelly loam in the valleys.
in the e. part, are hamlets.
The first
(p. o.,)
El^in, (p-o.,) near the center, and

Rawson,

settlement

The

was made by Solomon and

Wm.

Rawson, who located upon Lots 6 and 7

in 1808."

religious services (F. W. Bap.) were conducted by Seth Markham, at his own house, in
The first church (F. "W. Bap.) was organized in the e. part of the town, in 1816, by Elders

first

1810.

Jeremiah and Abraham Folsom.^

IttACIIIAS
in 1847.

It is

—was formed from Yorkshire, April

an

16, 1827.

A

part of Yorkshire wag annexed
The surface forms a portion

interior town, lying n. e. of the center of the co.

of the elevated table land dividing the waters of Allegany River from those of Cattaraugus Creek.
Lime Lake, in the n. e. part, 1,100 feet above Lake Erie, discharges its waters n. into Cattaraugus
Creek. Ischua Creek flows s. into the Allegany. The soil is a clay and gravelly loam, mostly
of good quality. Maple sugar is largely produced. Maclilas, (p. v.,) in the n. e. part, conL<ime L<ake is a hamlet at the head
tains 2 churches, a gristmill, sawmill, and 30 dwellings.
of the lake of the same name. Timothy Butler and Jeremiah Ballard, from Me., located on Lots 13

The first religious services were performed by
14, on the creek, below the village, in 1813.®
Rev. John Spencer, a missionary from Conn. and the first church (M. E.) was organized in 1822.'
and

;

MA]VSFIEI.I>— was

formed from

Little Valley, Feb. 23, 1830,

1820; the first marriage, that of Abner W. Wise and Lanra
Davison, in 1823; and the first death, that of Laura, daughter
of Capt. John Fairbanks, in 1821. Richard Outhout taught the
Asa Frankhn kept the
first school, in the winter of 1822-23.
first inn, in 1823, and Johnson Noyes the first store, in 1828.
Ebenezer Collar erected the first sawmill, in 1824, on Mud Creek
and Jabez Thompson, the first gristmill, on the same stream, in
;

1832.
1 There are now 3 churches in
town; Bap^ M. E., and United
Brethren.
2 Rock
City is situated upon the nearly level summit of a hill
400 feet above the valley and 2,000 feet above tide, and covers
an area of about 100 acres. The rock, consisting of Catskill conglomerate, is arranged in regular blocks, with sharp angles and
perpendicular sides, presenting the appearance of courtyards or
squares in the midst of numerous streets and alleys. In a more
minute description of the place, Prof Hall, in his " Geology of
New York," says, " The large trees which stand upon the top
of the immense blocks have often sent their roots down the sides,
where they are sustained by the deep soil, supporting the huge
growth above upon an almost barren rock. The rectangular
blocks, composed of pure white pebbles conglutinated, are from
30 to 35 feet in thickness, and, standing regularly arranged
along the line of outcrop, present an imposing appearance."
8 A successful experiment in domesticating the American elk
has been made in this town by Mr. Lorenzo Stratton. This
gentleman purchased a pair in 1853, and subsequently 3 more,
from the head branches of the Missouri, and placed them in a
pasture of 125 acres of well fenced woodland. By frequent attention and feeding, the animals have become so domesticated
Ihat they are driven to the annual co. fairs without trouble.
His original number of 5 have increased to 15. including a pair
of 5 year olds sold for $1,000 for shipment to England, in 1857,
•nd a 3 year old buck slaughtered July 4, 1858.

It is

an

interior town, a little

*
Among the first settlers before the war were Luther Stewart,
Gillmore, David Powers, and Alpheus Bascom. After the
war, Stephen Crosby, from Madison co., located on Lot 30, in
Feb. 1816; and Noah Culver, Enoch, David, and Alvin Chase,
and John Stratton, from New England, soon after. David
Powers built the first saw and grist mill, in 1809, on Little
Talley Creek.
6 The census
reports 3 churches F. W. Bap., Cong., and Prot.

Wm.

;

Meth.
the other early settlers were J. Simons, David, Seth,
and Jephtha Markham. from Penn., who settled on Lot 7 in 1809.
6

Among

The Blarkhams were originally from Conn. The first child born
was Nattella, daughter of Solomon Rawson, in Aug. 1809 the
first marriage, that of Wm. Markham and Rachel Phillips, March
and the first death, that of James Markham, the father
1, 1815
;

;

of the 3

Markhams among the

first

settlers, in 1811.

Sally

Osborne taught the first school, in the summer of 181.5, in. the e.
part of the town. The first inn was kept by Wm. Rawson, in
the E. part, in 1825, and the first store by Charles Gillmore, at
the center, in 1827. The first sawmill was built by Jason Sher-

man, in 1843.
1 The census
F. W. Bap., Wes. Meth.,
reports 4 churches
Asso. Presb., and Asso. Ref. Presb.
8
Joseph Kinney settled in 1815; Obadiah Vaughn in 1818; E.
T. Ashcraft, Chas. Button, Chas. H. Briggs. and Wiggen M. Farrer soon after. The first marriage was that of Brigham Brown
and Polly Mason, in April, 1823: and the first death, that of
;

Esther Ashcraft, in Dec. 1819. Nathl. Bowen taught the first
school, in 1819, on Ixit 25. Andrew McBuzzell erected the first
sawmill, in 1822, and Danl. Potter the first gristmill, in 1823,—
both on the outlet of Lime Lake. The first store was kept at
the same place, by Howard Peck and Alva Jefferson ; and the
first inn, on Ischua Creek, by Widow Freeman, in 1820.
• The census
reports 2 chiu-ches ; M. E. and Christian.
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The surface is hilly, the highest elevations, in the s. e., being about
above the N. Y. & E, R. R. where it crosses the s. w. corner of the town. The s. branch of
Cattaraugus Creek flows w. through the n. part, and several small streams s. into the Allegany.
The soil is a hard, clay loam on the uplands, and a gravelly loam in the valleys. EddyTille,
The first settler was
(p. 0.,) in the N. part, contains 2 churches, a sawmill, and 11 dwellings.
Amos Morgan, who located in the s. part in 1817.' The first church, (Bap.,) formed in 1828, has
N. w. of the center of the co.

300

feet

since broken

up.'*

—

1¥APOIjI was formed from

" Cold
Little Valley, Jan. 20, 1823, as
Spring."

Its

name was

changed April 15, 1828; and the present town of Cold Spring was taken off in 1837. Its surface
is a hilly upland, the highest summits being 600 feet above the valley.
The principal stream is
Cold Spring Creek. The soil is a clay and gravelly loam. IVapoli, (p. v.,) s. of the center,
contains a church and about a dozen houses. The first settlement was made on Lot 27, by Major
Timothy Butler, in 1818.* The first religious meeting was held by Rev. John Spencer, in 1820.
The first church (Cong.) was organized in 1820.*

IVETF

AliBIOX—was

formed from Little Valley, Feb. 23, 1830.

It is an interior town,
a hilly upland. It is drained by streams flowing into
Cattaraugus Creek on the n. and into the Allegany on the s. The soil is a clay loam on the hills,
and a gravelly loam in the valleys. IVc^v Albion, (p. v.,) a little s. of the center, contains 20

N. w. of the center of the co.

The surface

is

(P-v.,) in the n. part, contains a steam flouring mill and 50 dwellan important station upon the N. Y. & E. R. R., and has grown up since this road was
completed. The first settlement was made on the s. w. corner of Lot 57, by Matthew Dimraick, in
There are 3 churches in
1818.® The first religious association (M. E.) was organized in 1830.
town, but no church edifice.''

Cattaraug'us,^

dwellings;

ings.

It is

—

OliEAlV was formed March 11, 1808, and at first included the whole territory of Cattaraugus
"
IscJma," now Franklinville, was taken off in 1812, a part of Perrysburgh in 1814, Great

CO.

Valley in 1818, Hinsdale in 1820, and Portville in 1837. It lies upon the s. line of the co., near
the s.E. corner. The surface is a hilly upland, separated into two distinct parts by the valley of
the Allegany. The highest points are 500 to 600 feet above the valley. Lumbering is the leading
occupation. Olean, (p. v.,) on the Allegany, at the mouth of Clean Creek, was incorp. in 1854.
It contains 6 churches, the Glean Academy,* a newspaper ofBce, a flouring mill, foundery, tannery,
and 3 sawmills. Pop. 994. It is a station upon the N. Y. & E. R. R., and an important commer-

upon the river; and it was for some years the southern terminus of the Genesee Valley
The first settlement was made prior to 1805. In that year Robert Hoops, agent of Adam
Hoops, and David Heusten were residents near the river on small improvements, and must have
The first church (M. E.) was formed in 1820."
settled as early as 1804."'

cial point

Canal.'

OTTO'^—was

formed from Perrysburgh, Jan. 29, 1823.

East Otto was taken

off in 1854,

a

the other early settlers were Nathaniel Fish, Sewell Lot 33. The first birth was in the family of Matthew Dimmick,
in Dec. 1818. Capt. Rosecrantz, an Indian trader, froze ta death
Bennett, who located in the s. part in 1817
L. Ilollister, from Great Valley, who located in the in this town in the winter of 1810, while on his way from the
The first child born was Mahala P'ish, Dec. mouth of Cattaraugus Creek to Olean. The first inn was kept
N. E. part in 1822.
9, 1820; and the first marriage, that of Prince W. Fish and Lois by Jas. Godard, on Lot 9, in 1819, and the first store by Erastus
Grover. Jan. 1, 1824. The first school was taught by Lefo Chase, Booth, in 1833, at the center. Matthew Ncaly built the first
in 1821. Nathaniel Fish kept the first inn, on the old Johnson sawmill, on a S. branch of Cattaraugus Creek, and Charles SibKoad, in the s. E. part, in 1818, and Thos. H. McKay the first lev the first gristmill, on Lot 49, in 1836.
'l M.
The first sawmill was erected by
store, in 1848, at Eddyville.
E., Wcs. Meth., and Prot. Meth.
8 The academic
George and Munson Clark, in 1837, on the s. branch of Cattabuildings were burned April 1, 1856. The new
raugus Creek.
buildings are nearly ready for the reception of students.
9 An act was
2 The census
3
churches
M.
F.
W.
and
Univ.
;
E.,
reports
Bap.,
passed in 1856 authorizing the extension of this
8 In
1819, Geo. Hill located on Lot 29, Harvey Parmalee and canal 7 mi. to the Pcnn. line. The work is now in progress ;
Hallow Butler on Lot 51, Sargent Morrill on Lot 50, and Timo- and, when completed, it will, in connection with slackwater
thy Boardman on Lot 43. The first child born was .Joseph Foy, navigation upon the river, open a direct communication with
in June, 1S20 the first marriage, that of Dr. Noble and Statira the coal mines of Penn.
10 Jfphn
Canfield. in 1821; and the first death, that of a child of Timothy
Brooks, James Green, Cornelius Brooks, Wm. Shepard,
Butler, in 1820. The first school was taught by Fanny Board- and Willis Thrall located in 1806. Jas. G. Johnson was the first
of
1819.
in
the
summer
Moses
Cook
the
first
The first lumber was rafted down
man,
store, settler in the village, in 1808.
kept
in 1826, and Eastman Prescott the first inn, in 1831. James the Allegany in 1807, by Bibbins Follet, Jedediah Strong, and
Wait erected the first sawniill, in 1829, on a branch of Cold Dr. Bradley. The first birth in town was that of Olean, daughter
of Wm. Shepard. May 22. 1807 and the first death, that of Wm.
Spring Creek.
* There are 4 churches in town
B. Shepard, Sept. 21, 1809.
; Cong., Bap., F. W. Bap., and
Sylvanus Russell kept the first ion,
M. E.
in 1808, at Olean Point, and" Levi Gregory the first store, in
6
Joseph Plumb, the owner of the lands on which the village 1811, at Clean Village. Wm. Shepard and Willis Thrall erected
is hiiilt. deeded the lots with the condition on penalty of forthe first sawmill, in 1807, on Olean Creek; and Adam Hoops,
feiture that no intoxicating liquors should be sold on the pre- the first gristmill, in 1809, at the mouth of the Creek. Mr.
mises. It is. of course, a temperance village.
Hoops was a proprietor of lands and a pioneer settler. He had
6 David Hammond,
at one period
jr. located on Lot .33, and Jonathan Kinne- served with distinction in the Continental army,
cutt on Lot 10, in 1818; A. Smith Waterman on Lot 25, and as aid to Gen. Washington.
11 There are now 7 churches in
James Godard on Lot 9. about the same time; Bcnj. Chamberlin
town; 2 Evan. Luth., M. E.,
on Lot 1, and David Hill and John A. Kinnorutt on Lot IS, in Prot. E., Presb., Bap., and R. C.
12 Named from Jacob S.
Dec. 1820; Kobert and Timothy P. Gay subsequently located on
Otto, agent of the Holland Laud Co.
1

Among

Gunn, and
and Samuel

;

;

:

—
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part of Perrysburgh in 1823, and a part of Asliford in 1835. It lies on the n. line of the CO., w.
of the center.
The surface is a hilly and broken upland. It is drained w. by Cattaraugus Creek,
which forms its n. boundary, and several tributaries, the principal of which is the South Branch,

The soil is chiefly a hard, clay loam, with occasional spots of gravelly
(Otto p. o.,) in the s. part, contains a church, woolen factory, and gristmill.
settlement was made on Cattaraugus Creek, in 1816, by Joseph Adams and

forming the w. boundary.

Waverly,

loam.

Pop. 277. The first
his son Bina, and Joseph Bartlett.^ The

first

church (Christian) was formed about 1826.^

PERU YSBIIRGH^—was

formed from Clean and "Ischua," now Franklinville, April 13,
Little Valley was taken off in 1818,
10, 1818.
Dayton and Persia in 1835. Part of Otto was annexed in 1823. It is the n. w.
corner town in the co. Its surface is a hilly and broken upland. Cattaraugus Creek forms the
N. boundary. The streams are small branches of Cattaraugus and Silver Creeks. The soil is a clay
Its

1814, as "Perry."
Otto in 1823, and

name was changed April

and gravelly loam. Perrysburgll, (p. v.,) s. of the center, contains a church and 23 dwellings.
on the N. Y. & E. Pt. R. Versailles, (p. v.,) on Cattaraugus Creek, in the n.e.
contains
a church, 2 flouring mills, and a tannery. Pop. 274. The rapid descent in the
part,
creek at this point afibrds an extensive water-power. The first settlement was made in 1815, by
John Clark.* Religious meetings (M. E.) were held in 1820; but the first church (Bap.) which
drew the lands granted by the Holland Land Co. was formed in 1821.*
It is a station

PERSIA—^was formed fi-om Perrysburgh,

Feb.

7,

1835.

It lies

on the

n. line of the co.,

w. of

a hilly upland, with- a general inclination toward the n. The highest
Lake Erie. The principal streams are Cattaraugus Creek, forming
are
050
feet
above
about
points
the N. boundary, and South Branch. The soil is a clay and gravelly loam. Gowanda,^ (P-'^->)
on Cattaraugus Creek, in the n. w. corner, was incorp. Dec. 7, 1847. It contains 2 churches, a
the center.

The

surface

is

ofiBce, a large flouring mill, 2 sawmills, and various other manufacturing establishments.
Pop. 908, of which 520 are in Persia and 388 are in Collins, (Erie co.) The first settlement was
made a little above Gowanda Village, in 1811, by John Russell, from Vt. Upon the breaking out

newspaper

War

In 1814, Ahaz Allen, from Vt.,
of 1812, he left with his family and never returned.
permanently on the lot left by Russell.' The first religious meetings were held by Elder
Elnathan Finch, (F. AV. Bap.,) in 1815-16. The first church (Presb.) was formed in 1826, at
of the

settled

Gowanda.

PORTVILiliE —was
The

CO.

valleys.

formed from Clean, April 27, 1837. It is the s. e. corner town of the
mostly a hilly upland, the highest summits being 500 to 600 feet above the
The Allegany River enters the town upon the s. border, flows n. to near the center, and
surface

is

Oswaya, Dodges, and Ilaskel Creeks.
were originally covered with a magnificent growth of white
Lumbering is the leading pursuit. Portville, (p. v.,) on the Allegany, contains 2
pine.
churches, 2 sawmills, and a gristmill. Pop. 287. 31111 Grove, s. of Portville, on the Allegany,
The first settlement was made in 1805, by
contains 2 sawmills, a gristmill, and 18 dwellings.
James Green, on Haskell Creek, in the n. part of the town.^ The first church (M. E.) was formed
The census reports 2 churches M. E., and Presb.
in 1824.

thence n. w. to the w. border.

The

soil is

a sandy loam

;

It receives as tributaries

and the

flats

;

RAlVDOIiPI! —was

formed from Connewango, Feb. 1, 1826, and named from Randolph, Vt,
part of South Valley was taken off in 1847. It lies upon the w. border of the co., s. of the
Its surface is an undulating and hilly upland, the highest summits being about 400 feet
center.
above the valleys. Little Connewango Creek is the principal stream. The soil is mostly a clay

A

1
Stephen, Isaac, and Benj. Ballard, from Vt., and Ephraim
settled in 1818, in different parts of the town. David S.
Elliott kept the first inn, and Vine Plumb the fli-st store, in
1828, at Waverly. The first sawmill was erected by Isaac W.
Sherman, in 1822; and the lirst gristmill, by Stephen Rogers, in
1828. at Waverly.
2 There are now 3 chnrches in tov\'n ;
Christian, M. E., and Presb.
8 Named from Commodore O. H. Perry.
« Among the other early settlers were jldward Russell, Phineas

Brown,

Spencer, Hugh Campbell, Ralph Griswold, Wm. Cooper, John
Sprague, and Simon Waterman, who came in about 1816; and
lilisha Ward, Stephen Crocker, and Freeman Edwards, who
located near Perrysburgh Village in 1817. The first school was
taught by Olive Barto, in the summer of 1819. Benj. Waterman
kept the first inn, in 1816, and Cobb, Cook k PeUon the first
The first sawmill was erected on
store, at the village, in 1827.
the branch of Silver Creek, by Isaac Balcomb; and the first
about
1820.
at
Versailles,
gristmill,
6 The census reports 4 churches ; 3 M. E., and Bap.
"
•
Formerly called Lodi."

1 Thomas Farnsworth located in
and Daniel Wheeler in 1815. The

1814, and Merrill Aldrich
child born was Anic«

first

Farnsworth, in the summer of 1815.

The first school was taught
Ahaz Allen erected the first sawmill,
in
1821
and first gristmill, in
clothing works,

by Polly

Redfield, in 1817.

in 1814

the

;

first

;

on Cattaraugus Creek. Phineas Spencer kept the first
about 1825, at Gowanda. " Point Peter" is the name givea
to a locality 1 j mi. above Gowanda that marks the site of an

1823,

store,

ancient fortification.
8 There are 2 churches in tovm

;

Presb.

and M. E.

9 The first child bom was Hannah Greea,
daughter of Jas.
Green, April 28, 1807 the first marriage was that of Jonathan
Dodge and Eunice Atherton, in 1809; and the first de.ith, that
of David Heusten, killed by the spring of a tree while getting
out spars, in the spring of 1807. Anna Carpenter taught the
first school, near Portville Village, in the summer of 1822.
Luman Rice kept the first inn, in 1822, and Allen Rioo the first
was
erected
sawmill
.Tames
in
The
first
Green
1823.
store,
by
and Alpheus Dodge, on Haskel Creek, in 1807; and the first
gristmill, by Sanauel King, on Dodges Creek, in 1830.
;
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and gravelly loam. A sulphur spring is found J mi. n. of East Randolph. Randolpli, (p. v.,)
on Little Connewango Creek, in the N. part, contains a sawmill, 3 churches, and about GUO inhabitcontains 2 churches, a grist and saw
ants; East Randolpll, (p. v.,) in the n. e. corner
mill, a furnace, machine shop, tannery, and about 700 inhabitants.
Randolph Academy is situated
upon an eminence about midway between the villages. The first settlement in town was made at
Randolph Village, by Edmund Fuller, from Oneida co., in 1820.^ The first church (M. E.) was
organized in 1823.^

A

SOUTH

VAI.I.ET—was formed from Randolph and Cold Spring, April 2, 1847.
part
of Cold Spring was annexed in 1848. It is the s. w. corner town of the co. The surface is
mountainous and broken. Allegany River flows s. w. through the town and receives as tributaries
Rock, Hotchkiss, Tunessassa, Pierce, Sawmill, and Bone Run Creeks. The soil is a clay loam
Split

Limibering is the principal occupation of
hills, and a rich, gravelly loam in the valleys.
the people.' Onoville is a p. o. The first settlement was made, under the auspices of the
The Mission was established in 1798,
Friends' Mission, upon the Allegany Indian Reservation.
Joel
Friends
and
of
the
HoUiday Jackson, and Chester
Swayne,
Philadelphia
by
Yearly Meeting
Simmons, from Chester co., Penn., settled upon the Reservation, in the n. part of the town.* It

on the

;

does not appear that any other religious association has ever been formed in the town. The Presb.
missions on the Reservation, however, have an extensive range in the valley of the Allegany.

YORKSHIRE—was
1827.

A part of

formed from Franklinville, April 13, 1820. Machias was taken ofi" in
in 1844, and a part of Machias was taken ofi" in 1847.

Freedom was annexed

Its surface is a rolling and hilly
n. border of the co., e. of the center.
Cattaraugus Creek forms the n. boundary. South Branch flows through near the center
and receives several tributaries. The soil is a clay and gravelly loam,
large amount of maple
on Cattaraugus Creek,
sugar is annually produced. Yorkshire Corners, (Yorkshire p. o.,)
contains 38 dwellings. Yorkshire Center, (p. v.,) a little e. of the center, contains 2 churches,
2 sawmills, a gristmill, and 42 dwellings. "West Yorkshire, (p. v.,) on the n. line, at the

It lies

upon the

upland.

A

contains a gristmill, sawmill, carding
junction of the South Branch with Cattaraugus Creek,
machine, and 14 dwellings. The first settlement was made in 1810, on Lot 1, in the n.e. corner,
by Abner Bomp, from A^t.» The first church (M. E.) was formed about 1814.^
1 The first child bom was James Fuller, in June, 1822; and
first death was that of Zalmon C. Smith. June 17. 1824, while
at work on mills of Cliauncey C. Helms. The double marriage
of David Salisbury and Clement Russell with daughters of Thos.
Harvey, at the same time, was the first in town. The first
school" was taught by Sally Morton, at Raudolph Village, in the
summer of 1822. Benj. Clarli kept the first inn. in 1823, and
Robert Helms the first store, in 1837. Thos. Harvey erected
the first sawmill, in 1823 : Chauncey C. Helms, the first gristmill, in 1826; and Jonathan Wood, the first carding and cloth
dressing mill, in 1827.
- There are 5 churches in town ; M. E.,
Bap., F. W. Bap., Cong.,
and R. C.
3 The extensive pine forests which grew in town are nearly
exhausted; and the lumbering is now mostly confined to the
coarser kinds of lumber. The town has an area of 37,749 acres,
of which only about 2,000 acres are under improvement.
* Soon after the first settlement the Yearly Meeting at Phila-

the

delphia purchased 300 acres of land of the Holland Land Company and built a saw and grist mill. The mills did work for
white settlers on the usual terms, and furnished lumber and
ground corn for the Indians free. The Indians were also instructed in agriculture and the arts of civilized life. The mills
were built by Jacob Taylor and Jonathan Thomas. Robert
Clendenon, from Chester co., Penn., occupied the Mission Station
in 1812. It is said that descendants of Sir Wm. Johnson are
now residing ou the Allegany Reservation.
6
Benj. and Wm. Felch, Edward Bomp, Thos. Dow, and Luther
Thompson were among the first settlers. Saml. G. SuttOK and
Robert Steel, from N. H., settled in 1818, and are now the oldest
residents in town. The first store was kept by Henry L. Ewker,
in 1823, and the first inn by Prescott Williams, in 1826,
both
at Yorkshire Corners. Isaac Williams erected the first grist
and saw mill, in 1814, on Cattaraugus Creek.
6 There are now 3 churches in town
; M. E., Bap., and Univ.

—
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dicellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Cattaraugus County.
\

CAYUGA COUNTY.
This county was formed from Onondaga, March 8, 1799. Seneca
was taken off in 1804, and a part of Tompkins in 1817. It is a long,
narrow co., lying w. of the center of the State, and extending from
Lake Ontario s. to near the head of Cayuga Lake. It is centrally
distant 146 mi. from Albany, and contains 756 square mi.^ It has a
general northerly inclination, and is divided geographically into

two nearly equal parts by a

line extending eastward

from the foot

Cayuga Lake. The x. half is level, or gently undulating, and
contains numerous marshes. Some portions of its surface are
covered with small, isolated drift-hills 50 to 75 ft. high.
The
of

surface of the s. half is rolling, and gradually rises until it attains
an elevation of 500 to 800 ft. above the level lands of the n.
These highlands are divided into two general ridges, the first lying
between Skaneateles and Owasco Lakes, and the second between Owasco and Cayuga Lakes.
The summits of both ridges are rolling, and have an elevation of 1000 to 1200 ft. above tide.

Their e. declivities are often precipitous, forming high, bold bluffs upon the shores of the lakes,
but their w. declivities are more gradual, generally sloping gently down to the very edge of the
waters. The s. part of the w. ridge is divided near its center by the valley of Salmon Creek,
which is bordered by steep banks 50 to 200 ft. high. Among the most peculiar of the natural
features of the co. are the three long, narrow lakes which extend from the level regions of the n.
between the parallel ridges far into the highlands of the s. Skaneateles Lake, upon the e. line,

and

bordered by bluff shores within the limits of the co. Owasco Lake,
above tide, and its shores are generally bold, and in some places precipitous.
Cayuga Lake, on the western border, is 387 ft. above tide, and along nearly its whole
extent in the co. the land slopes beautifully and evenly upward from its surface to the summits
of the ridges. The water of these lakes is clear and transparent, and may be taken as the very
type of purity. This lake region, with its beautifully rolling surface and rich and productive
soil, with its green lawns apparently stretching upward from the very bosom of the water, and
with its highly cultivated farms, presents one of the finest landscapes in the country. Seneca
River flows eastward through near the center of the lowlands which form the n. half of the co.
It receives Cayuga and Owasco Outlets from the s. and numerous smaller streams from both the n.
and 8. A swampy region, known as the Montezuma Marshes, extends along the whole course of the
The streams that drain the central ridges are small creeks and brooks. Upon the level
river.'*
land in the n. part of the co. are a series of small, shallow lakes and ponds, the principal of which
is

840

ft.

above

near the center,

is

tide,
is

770

is

ft.

Cross Lake.

The rocks

in this co. generally, lie in nearly horizontal layers, but in some places they are
disrupted and broken. Their edges appear one above the other, forming the declivities of the
The lowest formation is the Medina sandstone, which outcrops upon
hills that rise toward the s.
the shore of Lake Ontario and covers the n. half of Sterling. Above this successively appear the

the Lockport group in
Oneida, conglomerate, and Clinton groups in the s. part of Sterling
Victory ; the red shale of the Onondaga salt group in Cato, Brutus, Conquest, and Mentz the
gypsum of the same group in Auburn, Aurelius, and Springport, and for a distance of 10 miles
along Cayuga Lake the waterlime and Oriskany sandstone in Owasco, Auburn, Fleming, and
;

;

;

and, successively above the Onondaga and corniferous limestone, the Marcellus and
Hamilton shales, Tully limestone, Genesee slate, and the Portage and Ithaca groups, the last
occupying the summits of the southern hills. Weak springs of brine are found in the Medina

Springport

;

sandstone upon the borders of Lake Ontario, and also in the red shale of the salt group along the
course of Seneca River. In the central part of the co., and along the shores of Cayuga Lake, are
numerous quarries, which furnish a good quality of waterlime, quicklime, and gypsum. The red
sandstone and the Onondaga and corniferous limestone are quarried extensively for building
Thin layers of corniferous limestone and of sandstone are extensively quarried along
stone.

Cayuga Lake, and make an excellent quality of flagging.
The soil in the n. half of the co. is generally a fine quality of sandy
1
s

Exclusive of 160 sq. mi. in Lake Ontario.
Several efforts have been made by the State to drain these

I

or gravelly loam, inter-

marshes, and large suras have been expended.
however, has yet been redeemed.

A portion only,
197

CAYUGA COUNTY.

198

mixed with clay, muck, and alluvium and in the s. it is a gravelly and clay loam and very productive.
The whole co. is well adapted to either grain raising or pasturage. Until within a few
years wheat has been the staple production but it has been nearly superseded by rye, oats, barley,
and corn. Wool growing and dairying are also extensively pursued. The cultivation of fruit, to
which the climate and soil are admirably adapted, is beginning to receive considerable attention.
The manufactures of the co., mostly confined to Auburn, are extensive, though comparatively
;

;

less

than in 1810.^

An

elegant and substantial courthouse
the s. w. part of the city, and
contains rooms for the usual co. of&ces.
fireproof clerk's office is situated adjacent to the
substantial stone jail was erected in 1833, in the rear of the courthouse.* The
courthouse.
county poorhouse is located upon a farm of 90 acres in Sennett, 3 mi. n. e. of Auburn. It is a

The county seat is located
was built in 1807-09.* It is

at the city of

located

Auburn.^

upon a commanding

site in

A

A

The average number of inmates is
poor, old, dilapidated building, containing about 30 rooms.
school is kept during a portion of the
about 100, supported at a weekly cost of 70 cts. each.

A

The Cayuga Orphan Asylum, located in the city of Auburn, was incorp. in April, 1852.
year.^
The institution
It receives orphans and destitute children and has an average attendance of 30.
well managed, and the children receive good care and instruction. The Erie Canal extends
through Brutus, Mentz, and Montezuma. Cayuga Lake and Outlet are navigable, and form a
connection with the canal at Montezuma. The direct branch of the N. Y. Central R. R. from
Syracuse to Rochester extends through Brutus, Mentz, and Montezuma, and the Auburn branch

is

through Sennett, Auburn, and Aurelius.*
Two daily, 7 weekly, and 3 monthly papers are published in the
i"The number of looms

in the co. were 1,360, producing
340.870 yds. of cloth annually; there are 19 tanneries, 47 distilleries, 48 asheries, 11 carding machines, 11 cloth dres.singmills, 3 oil mills, an air furnace, triphammer, several nail factories, 6 earthen ware factories, and several hatters' ehops. About
2.500 skeins of silk and 60,000 bushs. of salt are made annually.
The inhabitants clothe themselves principally in the products
of their own families, and were It not for the exorbitant number of their distilleries, I should add, are very temperate and
industrious, the character given them by correspondents."

—

—

Spcrfford's Gazetteer, ed. 1813.
2

When

organized in 1799, Cayuga included Seneca co., the
territory lying between the Cayuga and Seneca Lakes and, as
central to the thin population, the first courthouse was located
at Aurora, on the e. shore of Cayuga Lake. It was built of poles
and covered with brush. In 1803 a circuit court and court of
Oyer and Terminer was held at this place by Daniel D. Tompkins, at which an Indian by the name of John was tried and
convicted of the murder of Ezekiel Crane, jr., and sentenced to
be hung. He urgently requested that he might be shot, a privilege, of course, not granted by our laws. A log building at
Cayuga Village was authorized to be used as a jail March 25,
1800. In 1804 an act was passed, authorizing John Tillotson,
Augustus Cbidsey, and John Grover, jr., commissioners to build
a courthouse on the S. E. corner of Lot 46 of Scipio, (now Auburn. )
This act was afterward repealed. On the 6th of March, 1805,
Edward Savage, of Washington co., J.1S. Burt, of Orange, and
Jas. Hildreth, of Montgomery, were appointed commissioners to
locate the site of a courthouse. The commissioners neglected
to fix the site; and, April 6, 1808, John Glover. Stephen Close,
and Noah Olmstead were appointed to superintend the finishing
of the courthouse at Auburn.
3 The first co. oflScers were Seth
Phelps, First Judge ; William
Stuart, District Attorney; Benjamin Ledyard, County Clerk;
Joseph Annin, Sheriff; Glen Cuyler, Surrogate.
i This
building is 45 by 65 feet, 2 stories 'high, with 2 double
and 26 single cells, arranged in the center of the building, with
a hall on three sides, open to the prisoners in daytime.
6 No means are
provided for ventilating the rooms or for
The insane are sometimes confined
classifying the inmates.
in dark cells not provided with means of warmth; and the
whole establishment and its management are by no means
creditable to the intelligence and humanity of the citizens of
;

—

t/he CO.
6 The

Ontario, Auburn & N. Y. R. R., extending from Little
Sodus Bay 8. to Ithaca, has been surveyed through the co. and
partially graded but work upon it has been suspended.
' Tiie Levana
Gazette, or Onondaga Advertiser, the first paper
published in Cayuga co., was established July 20, 1798,
at Levana, in the town of Scipio, (then Onondaga co.,)
;

at

Watkins' Settlement,

,

The
The
The

others, were afterward interested in its publication.
In June, 1847, it was united with the Tocsin, the joint
.papers taking the name of
The Cayuga New Era. It was successively published by Merrill, Stone & Co., Stone, Hawes & Co., Finn & Hallett,
and William L. Finn, and was discontinued in 1857.
The Advocate of the People was commenced at Anbui'n in Sept.
1816, by Henry C. Southwick.
The Cayuga Repuhlican was commenced in 1819 by A. Buckinham, and was afterward published by Thomas M. Skinner. In 1833 it was united with the Free Press and

issued as

The Auburn Journal and Advertiser by Oliphant & Skiniier.
Skinner subsequently withdrew, and the paper waa
continued by Oliphant. In 1846 it was issued as
Tlie Auburn Joiirual ; and the same year

The Auburn Dally Advertiser, the first daily paper
published in the CO., was established in connection with
it.
In the fall of the same year, Oliphant sold out to
Henry Montgomery, by whom the papers were continued until 1850, when Knapp & Peck, the present
publishers, became proprietoi-s.
The Auburn Free Press was commenced by Richard Oliphant
in 1824 ,and published by him until 1829. It was then
sold to Henry Oliphant, and in 1833 it was united with
the Cayuga Republican.
The Gospel J/eM««5"'r(Prot.E.) was established at Aubuin by
Rev. Dr. Rudd in 1827. It waa removed to Utica a few

years after.

The Diamond was published in 1830.
The Gospel Advocate was published in 1830.
The Cayuga Democrat was published by Fred. Prince in 1833.
The People's Friend was published in 1836 by Oliphant k
Skinner.

The Western Banner was published in 1836 by Francis

S.

Wiggins.
The Peoplei's Library, mo., was published in 1836 by F. S.Wiggins.
The Primitive Christian was published in 1836 by Silas E.
Shepard.
The Conference Becord was published in 1837 by Rev. J. S.
Chamberlain.
The Ncnihern CItristian Advocate (M.E.) was commenced in April,
1841, by Rev. John E. Robie. It was edited by Rev. F.
G. Hibbard and Rev. Wm. Hosmor until May, 1844,
when it was purchased by the Meth. Genl. Conference

and changed

to

The Northern Advocate.

It was edited successively
by Rev. Nelson Rounds and Wm. Hosmer, and is now
in Scipio, in 1799.
under the editorial charge of Rev. F. G. Hibbard.
Aurora Gazette was established in 1799 by H. & J. Pace, The Star of Temperance was published in 1845 by L. H. Davey.
and continued until 1805, when it was removed to Auburn's Favorite was published in 1849 by Newton Calkins.
Auburn and changed to
The Cayuga Chief was commenced at Auburn in Janu.iry, 1849,
Western Federalist. It was published as
by Thurlow W. Brown, and continued until 1857.
The Auburn Daily Bulletin was published in 1849 by Stone.
Auburn Gazette by Skinner and Crosby in 1S16.
Hawes & Co.
Cayuga Tocsin was commenced at Union Springs in 1812
by E. T. Chamberlain. It was soon after removed to The Masonic Union, mo., was published in 1850.

by R. Delano.
The Western Luminary was published

The

co.''

Auburn, and continued by different persons until 1847,
when it was united with the Cayuga Patriot.
The Cayuga Patriot was started at Auburn by Samuel R. Brown
in 1814.
Isaac S. Allen, Ulysses F. Doubleday, and
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This CO. formed a portion of the Military Tract, and included the original townships of Cato.
Brutus, Aurelius, Scipio, Sempronius, and parts of Milton and Locke. Sterling was included in
the lands granted as a compensation for portions of the original grants, which upon survey were
found to belong to the Boston Ten Towns. Before the advent of the whites it formed the chief

hunting grounds of the Cayuga Nation. The people of this nation were more migratory in their
habits than those of the Onondaga and Seneca nations, and they had fewer towns and villages.
The
town or place of council of the tribe was upon the shore of Cayuga Lake, near
principal
the present village of Aurora.

The first white settlers were soldiers, who had served during the
upon the Military Tract, or those who had purchased soldiers'
warrants. The first immigration was by the way of Oneida Lake and River, and from the s. by
way of Cayuga Lake but in 1796 a State road, extending from Whitestown to Geneva by way
and in 1800 the celebrated Cayuga Bridge^ was built, the new
»f Auburn, was cut through
route speedily becoming the great highway of Western emigration. The population steadily and
Erie
rapidly increased from 1790, a great impulse being given to it by the completion of the
Canal in 1825. The first inhabitants were principally from New England and the eastern co.i,
Revolution and

who drew

lots

;

;

of

New

York.

.

AUBURIV CITY—was
March

28, 1823.

as a city

March
n.

formed as a town from Aurelius,

was

incorp. as a village April 18, 1815, and
It lies upon Owasco Outlet, near the
21, 1848.
It

center of the co.

toward the

.

Its

center, descends 120

is rolling, with an inclination
Outlet, flowing n. w. through near the

surface

Owasco
ft.,

and furnishes an abundance of water-

power, which is mostly improved. Along its course are valuable
quarries of waterlime, Oriskany sandstone, and Onondaga and
corniferous limestone. The city is finely laid out upon both

most of the

streets having a gentle inclinamidst of a rich farming country, and
it has a large share of internal trade.
Its manufactures are
extensive and important, consisting principally of woolen goods,^ paper, agricultural implements,
Besides the co. buildings, it contains 12 churches,^ 3 banks, and
books, flour, and machinery.
many other fine public and private buildings. Seven weekly, 2 daily, and 2 monthly papers are

sides of the creek,

tion.

It is situated in the

published in the city. Pop. 9,476.
The Public Schools are under a Board of Education, consisting of 4 members, elected annually.
The schools, 5 in number, employ 23 teachers, 5 males and 18 females. In 1858 the number of

—

ages of 4 and 21 was 3001, of whom 2187, or 73 per cent., attended
school during some portion of the year. The total expenses of the schools for 1858 were $13,231.19.
The number of volumes in the district libraries is 3986.

children between the

Ambassador (Univ.) was commenced
and is now edited by John M. Austin.
and Moral Instructor was published in 1861 by
& Co.
S.
Collrcll
Pcleg
Auburn American, d. and w., was established in
Feb. 1855, by Wm. J. Moses. In 1859 the name of the
daily was changed to

Tlie Clirlstlan

in Jan. 1851,

Tlie Spiritual

The

The Cayuga Telegraph was published at Union Springs in 1850.
The Meridian Su7i was started in 1854 by Arthur White. It
was afterward published as
The Meridian Advertiser by W. H. Thomas.
The Family Scrap Book, mo., was published at Victoiy Center
in 185.5-56.

1 The
Cayuga Bridge was finished Sept. 4, 1800, by the Manhattan Company. It was 1 mi. and 8 rcxls long, 82 ft. wide and
was
22 ft. between trestles. It was built in 18 months, and cost
mo.,
started in March, 1855. and is pub. by F. Humphreys.
The Cayuga Bridge Company, consisting of John
$150,000.
Tile Spiritual Clarion, commenced Kov. 15, 1866, is Harris, Thos. Monis, Wilhelmus Mynderse, Charles Williamson,
and .Jos. Annin, was incorp. in 1797. The bridge was destroyed
puldislied weekly by Uriah Clark.
NortUern Independent was estab. in Aug. 1856, in 1808, but afterward rebuilt. For a great number of years
Kev. AVm. Hosmer, ed.
the Cayuga bridge was considered one of the greatest public
liy a pull. com. of tlie M. E. Ch.
Orplians' Friend, mo., commenced in Feb. 1857, is improvements in the State, and it was taken as the dividing
line between the E. and w. The bridge was abandoned in 1857 ;
pub. by the managers of the Cayuga Orphau Asylmu.
The Cayuga Farmer and Mexhanic was commenced in Sept. and the lake is now crossed by a ferry.
2 The Auburn Woolen Mills
In Dec. 1857 its name was
1856, by P. J. Becker.
give employment to 175 bauds
and manufacture 250,000 yds. of cloth per annum. The Aubu.'-n
changed to

file
File

Daily Uniou^ Moses & Vail publishers.
Journal of Specific Hoineopatliy,

The
The

;

Tl»e Tcacliers' Educational Journal;
issui'cl liy its

it

is still

original proprietor.

The Auburii Democrat was

cstablishe<J in

Aug. 1857,

by Stone and Hawes, by whom it is still published.
The Weedxport Advertiser was publislu'd in 1827.
The Northern Phmnix was published at Weedsport in 1830 by
Frederick Prince.

The Genoa Spy was published in 1840 by Gelim Hine.
The Port Byron Herald vfos first iiublishcd at Port Byron in
Oct. 1844. by Frederick Prince.
The Port Byron Gazette was started in 1851 by Oliver T. Baird,
and continued uutU 1S67.

Paper Mills employ 50 hands and manufacture §80.000 worth
of p.aper annually. The founderies and machine shops give employment to a large number of men, and turn out work to the
amount of $100,000 annually. The N. Y. C. R. R. Repair Shops
employ 52 hands exclusively in repairing passenger cars. For*
number of years books were very extensively manufactured;
but of late much of this branch of business has been removed
to other cities. Besides these, there are in the city a card factory,
belting factorj', carpet factory, distillery, rolling mill, and 2
grist mills.
a

2 Pre.sb., 2

M.

F,.,

2 R.C., Prot. E., Af. Meth., Bap.,

Advent, Univ., and Disciples.

Secom
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The Auhurn Academy is a fine stone edifice on Academy St. It was first erected in 1811, but
was burned in 1816, and the present building was soon after erected.
The Auburn Female Seminary, a private institution, is in the building erected for a city hall, at
the junction of Market, Franklin, and North Sts.
The Auhurn Theological Seminary^ a Presb. institution, was established by the Synod of GeneThe building is located upon a comIt was incorp. in 1820 and opened in 1821.
see in 1819.
manding site, fronting Seminary St., in the n. e. part of the city.
The Cayuga Orphan Asylum, an institution for the care of orphan and destitute children, is
supported by State and co. appropriations and private contributions.
The Auhurn State Prison is situated on the n. bank of Owasco Outlet, n. of the center of the
The site, containing 10 acres, is surrounded by high walls, and within this inclosure are the
city.
The main building,
various workshops in which the convicts are employed.
prison proper^ and the
fronting upon State Street, is 3 stories high and 276 feet long, and is flanked by two wings 42 feet
wide and 242 feet deep.
The Asylum for Lunatic Convicts, situated upon a lot of 10 acres, formerly the prison garden, in
the rear of the prison, is a fine brick building, faced with cut stone. It contains 64 cells, and
rooms for physicians, attendants, &c.^
Fort Sill

a beautiful rural cemetery, located upon the site of an ancient fortification and
It contains a monument to the memory of Logan, the celebrated Cayuga chief.'
settlement at Auburn was made in 1793, by Col. John Ilardenburgh, from Ulster co.*
is

Indian village.

The first
Hon. Wm. H. Seward resides in

this city.

AURELiIUS —was formed Jan. 2"^ 1789.
were taken

ofi"

March

30, 1802,

Brutus, Cato, Owasco, and "Jefferson" (now Mentz)
in 1823, and a
of the co. Its

Auburn and Fleming and a part of Springport
upon Cayuga Lake, near the center of the w. border

part of Throop in 1859. It lies
surface is undulating, with a slight inclination toward the n. and w.
the N. E. corner; and upon its course are several fine mill privileges.

Owasco Outlet flows through
Cayuga Brook, Crane Creek,
and several other small streams take their rise in the town. The soil is mostly a heavy clay and
in 1858.
gravelly loam. Cayug'a, (p. v.,) upon Cayuga Lake, 2 mi. s. of the outlet, was incorp.
It is an important station upon the Central R. R., and is connected with Ithaca by a daily line of
steamers. It contains 2 churches and 400 inhabitants. Fosterville, (p. v.,) in the n. part,
contains a church and 12 dwellings; and Aurelius, (p. v.,) in the s.e. part, a church and 12 dwellClarksville, on the e. line, is a manufacturing village, and forms a suburb of Auburn.
ings.
The first
It contains a paper mill,^ gristmill, hoe factory, woolen factory, and 300 inhabitants.
settlement was made at Cayuga in 1788, by John Harris, from Harrisburgh, Penn.^ The first
church was formed in 1804, by Rev. David Higgins.''

BRIJTIJS—was
lies

on the

e.

formed from Aurelius, March 30, 1802. Sennett was taken off in 1827. It
In the n. and w. its surface is level, with an
co., n. of the center.

border of the

the last century. He afterward emigrated to Penn., and finally
He was always known as a peacemaker and friend to
the whites until his wife and children were murdered by Col.
which he took up the hatchet and became one of
after
Cresap,
the most noted of the Indian warriors. His address to the
Peace Commissioners at the close of the war has scarcely its
parallel in history for true eloquence and pathos. This ancient
work is particularly described in the Smithsonian Contributions,

1 The cells of the
prison are built in a block 5 stories high,
separated from the exterior walls by an open space and surrounded by galleries. Each cell is 7 feet long by 3^ wide and
7i high, closed by an iron grate. Breakfast and dinner are
eaten at narrow tables, so arranged that the convicts cannot
exchange looks or signs. Supper is eaten in the cells. The
workshops form a range of nearly 1000 feet, built against the
outer wall and lighted from the roof and inner sides. Waterpower is afforded by the Owasco. These prison buildings were
commenced in 1816 and completed in 1819, by the State, at a
cost of $300,000, exclusive of the labor of convicts upon them.
The general control is vested in a Board of Inspectors 54 officials, including a guard of 20 men, a chaplain, a physiciiJn, and
2 teachers, are employed in the management and government
of the establishment. The average number of convicts is about
700. Their earnings in 1857 were $70,000, and the current expenses of the establishment about $72,000.
2 This
building was erected by the State in 1858, at a cost of

to Ohio.

Vol. II,

AH.

ri, p. 35.

*
Among the other early settlers were Col. Brinkerhoff, Dr.
Hackcliat Burt, Wm. Bostwick, Barnabas Caswell, and Lyman
Paine, who came about 1795. John Ilardenburgh built the first
gristmill, in 1794; and Wm. Bostwick kept the first inn, in 1796.
when
Comers" until
was called "
The

;

place

its
6

Hardenhurgh

name was changed to Auburn.
The Auburn Paper Mill was incorp. here

1805,

Feb. 17, 1848, with
a capital of $50,000. It gives employment to 40 hands, and
manufiictures paper to the amount of $150,000 annu.ally.
8 Mr. Harris established the first ferry across Cayuga Lake.
$60,000.
* This ancient fortification was evidently the work of a people Wm. Harris and John Bichardson came in the same year.
The
who occupied the country prior to the advent of tho Indians. first marriage was that of John Harris and Mary Richardson, in
and
the
in
1790;
the
remains
of
the
this
John
left
of
The monuments
Harris, jr.,
people,
by
language 1789; the first birth, that
first death, that of
Btill existing, and tho traditions of the Indians, all show that
Depuv. in 1797. Hugh Buckley taught
inn.
in
the
first
a9
the
stock
Harris
same
of
to
the
.lohn
the
in
1790,
first
1797
kept
general
aborigines
school,
they belonged
" Mound
Builders," aud in and the first store, in 1789. The celebrated Cayuga Bridge, 1
Mexico. They are known as the
"
AUeghans." The fort at this mi. 8 rods in length, was built in 1797, by Swartwood & Deman,
history are generally called the
of America by of New York Citv, and Joseph Annin and others, of Cayuga. It
place was probably built prior to the discovery
fell in 1808, but was rebuilt in 1812-13. and was abandoned in
Columbus, and was occupied by them for several hundred years
but they were finally driven out by the Cayugas. It was named 1857. After it was built, the road across it was the great highThe coun'y
tho principal village way of emigration until the canal was finished.
and
became
Was
or
Osco
them
Kough,
oy
of the nation until the advent of the whites. The celebrated seat was located here at the first organization of the ro.
' There are 4 churches in town
2 Presb., and 2 M. E.
Indian chief, Logan, was born here about the commencement of
;

;

1

;
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average elevation of not more than 10 feet above Seneca Hlver, which fomis its n. boundary. The
swampy. In the s. e. the surface ia

portions immediately bordering upon the river are generally

and broken by isolated drift hills 50 to 75 feet above the general level. The principal
streams are Bread Creek and Cold Spring Brook, both flowing into Seneca River. The former is a
canal feeder, and along its banks are outcrops of limestone and plaster, which are quarried to some
The soil is a fine quality of sandy and gravelly loam intermixed with clay and alluvium.
extent.
rolling

It is situated upon the Erie Canal, and is a
(p-v.) was incorp. April 26, 1831.
N. Y. Central R. R. It contains a bank, insurance office, union school, 4 churches,
a fouhdery, a large distillery, and several mills. Pop. 1,226. The first settlement was begun in
1800, by Wm. Stevens, from Mass, on Lot 76.^ The first church (M. E.) was formed in 1816.*

"Weedsport^
Btation on the

CATO —was formed from Aurelius, March 30,
quest, Ira,

of the

and Victory

Lake

Its surface is

of the center.

CO., N.

extend x. and

s.,

A part of

in 1821.

1802.
Sterling was taken off in 1812, and Conwas annexed in 1824. It lies upon the e. border
level in the s. and gently rolling in the n.
The ridges

Ira

and their summits are about 50

feet above the valleys

and 150

to

200

feet

above

Cross Lake, upon the e. border, is a shallow
body of water about 5 mi. long, through which flows Seneca River. Otter Lake and Parkers Pond,
The soil is a sandy
in the n. part, discharge their waters through Otter Creek into Seneca River.

Seneca River forms the

Ontario.

s.

boundary.

and gravelly loam mixed with clay and disintegrated red shale. Meridian^^ (P-'^->) in the n.
part of the town, was incorp. Oct. 17, 1854. Pop. 360. Cato, (p. v.,) on the line of Ira, in the
N.w. corner, contains 3 churches and 53 dwellings. Seneca River is a p.o. The first settlement was begun in 1800, by Samson Lawrence, on Lot 32.*
formed Oct. 20, 1810 ; Rev. Daniel Palmer was the first pastor.'

COJVQUEST^—was
The

of the center.

formed from Cato, March

It lies

first

church (Bap.) waq

on the w. border of the

co.,

n.

gently rolling, the ridges extending n. and s. The s. part along the
marshy, and a swamp about one-fourth of a mi. wide extends n. and s.

surface

course of Seneca River

16, 1821.

The

is

is

through the town along the course of the small stream which flows through Mud Pond. Duck
Pond, in the n. w., is about 1 mi. in diameter. Rowlands Island, in Seneca River, contains 2,700
The soil is a sandy loam
acres, one-third of which is swampy, and overflowed during high water.

by red shale. Conquest Center (Conquest p. o.) conand 26 houses Pinevllle, in the w. part, contains 15 houses. The first settlers
were George Snyder, from Schoharie co., who located on Lot 37, and Israel Wolverton, from Tompkins CO., on Lot 4, in 1800.* The first church (Prot. Meth.) was formed at Conquest Center, in
1803 Rev. Joshua Beebe was the first settled preacher.'
interspersed with clay and underlaid
tains 2 churches

;

;

Aurelius, March 28, 1823. It lies w. of the foot of Owasco
Its surface is rolling, with an inclination toward the n.
of the center of the co.

FLiEail^VG^O—was formed from
Lake, a

little s.

The banks of the lake slope upward for about three-fourths of a mi. The highest portions
E.
are 150 to 250 feet above the lake, and 800 to 1,000 feet above tide. Wheeler and Crane Creeks are
The soil is principally a gravelly loam, with an occasional intermixture of
the principal streams.
and

clay and sand.
1

Named from

Fleming',

Elisha and

(p. v.,)

Edward Weed,

near the center, contains 2 churches and 25 dwellings.

first settlers

the other early settlers were Caleb, Nathan, and
Jonah Kood. and
Powers, from Saratoga co., who located
at and near Weedsport John Hamilton, from Washington Co.,
on Lot 04. in March, 1S02; Edward Ilorton, Peter Douglass, and
Samuel Moore, from N. J., on Lot 86; Adam Ilelmer, from HerkiVan Dvck and Daniel Milmer CO., on Lot 67, in 1804; and
The first child born was Burler, from N. J., on Lot 76, in 1S05.
nett Stevens. Not. 13,1801; the first marriage, that of Peter
Douglass and Polly Hamilton, Jan. 12. 1804 and the first death,
that of an infant child of Sunderland Sweet, in 1800. Harriet
Phelps taught the first school, in 1806; Walter and Elisha Weed
kept the first store and Lewis Putnam built the first sawmill
and gristmill, on Bread Creek.
8 The census
reports 4 churches Presb., Bap., M. E,, and R. C.
"
*
Formerly Cato Four Corners."
6
Among the other early settlers were Solomon Knapp, on Lot
100, L. Sheldon, on Lot 84, Jacob Labertaux, from IVnn., on
Lot 57, in May, 1803; Jesse Elwell and Abner Hollister, at
Meridian, in 180.5. The first child born was Elvira Stockwell,
May 4, 1805; the first marriage, that of Andrew Stockwell and
Sibyl Root, June 4, 1804: and the first death, that of Stephen
Olcott, in 1805. Solomon Knapp kept the first inn at Cato, in
1803; and Jesse Elwell, the first at Meridian, in 1805. Daniel
M. Bristol kept the first store, in 1^00; and Samuel Woodford
erected the first gristmill, on the outlet of Otter Lake, in 1811.
* The census
reports 4 churches Presb., M. E., Bap., and Kef.
Prot. D.
2

'

at the

Name

who

village.

Among

;

;

;

;

;

given to commemorate the conquest achieved by those
favored the division of the old town of Cato over thoso who

opposed
8

it.

the other early settlers were James Perkins, from
Co., on Lot 3, Ephraim Witherill, from Tompkins co.,
on Lot 4, Theophilus Emerson, on Lot 27, and Clement B.
Emerson, on Lot 1.5, in 1802; Dijar Wilcox, from Saratoga co.,
on Lot 74, Wm. McCoUom and John Crowell, from Newburgh,
on Lot 76, in 1805; and William Crowell, on Lot 77, in 1807.
The first child born was Amos Wolverton, in 1803; the first
marriage, that of Gilbert Perkins and Betsey Snyder; and the
first death, that of a traveler and stranger, at Musquito Point.
John Perkins taught the first school, at Conquest Center, in
1807; Ephraim Witherill kept the first inn. in 1803; Jonathan
Twitchell
Davis, the first store, at Conquest Center, in 1827
erected the first sawmill, in 1808, and Abram Cherry the first
"
gristmill, in 1810. This mill was long known as the
Pepper
Mill," from the fact that a store was at first kept in it. The
first settlers joined in making a canoe which would hold 60
bush, of grain; and in this they carried the grists of the whole
neighborhood to Springport, by the way of Seneca River, to be
groimd. The journey usually took 4 days. In 1813 John Filkins took a load of wheat to Albany, but was obliged to sell the
wheat and one horse to defray the expenses of the journey. lu
1804 Jas. Perkins built the first framed house, sawing out the
whole lumber with a whip-saw. The building still stands (1869)

Among

Onondaga

;

a

monument
«

of persevering industry.

The census reports 3 churches 2 Prot. Meth. and M. E.
Name4 from Gen. George Fleming, an old resident.
;

10
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Oivasco Lake
services

The first settlements were made in 1790-91,^
Is a p. o.
were held by Elder Daniel Irish (Bap.) about 1794.^

The

first

rellgioua

GEIVOA —was

"
formed as Milton," Jan. 27, 1789 ; and its name was changed April 6, 1808.
It is the s. w. corner town of the co., lying upon the e. bank of
Cayuga Lake. The surface is a rolling region, gradually rising from the lake to a height of about
600 ft. and divided into ridges by the valleys of Big and Little Salmon Creek, which extend
through near the center.* The declivities that border upon the streams in some places are steep

Locke was taken

off in 1802.

and 50 to 150 ft. high. The soil consists of a strip of clay along the banks of the lake, and a
(p. v.,) on Big Salmon
deep, rich, gravelly loam in the other parts of the town.
Creek, contains 2 churches, 2 flouring mills, a tannery, and a furnace and machine shop. Pop.
JVortliville (Kings Ferry p. o.) is situated in the n. w. part of the town. Pop. 200.
300.

Genoa,

Five Corners

East Genoa

contains 35 dwellings.

(p. v.)

made anterior to the organization of the
The census reports 6 churches in town.*

settlements were
at Northville.

IRA—was
lies

upon the

co.

(p.o.) is a hamlet.

Jabez Bradley was the

formed from Cato, Marcli 16, 1821, and a part was annexed
E.

border of the

co., n.

to

The

first

first settler,

Cato in 1824.

It

Its surface is rolling, the summits of the
to 275 feet above Lake Ontario.
The streams

of the center.

ridges being 50 to 75 ft. above the valleys and 225
are small brooks and creeks. The soil is a sandy loam undei-laid

by red sandstone, and is very
productive. Ira Center, (p. v.,) the only village, contains 2 churches and 145 inhabitants.
The first settlements were made by David, Eleazur, and Andrew Stockwell, 3 brothers from Whitehall, on Lot 58, Wm. Patterson, on Lot 32, and Henry Conrad, (a German,) on the same lot, all

The

in 1800.*

Pomcroy

first

church (Cong.) was formed at Ira Corners, July

Rev. Silas Barnes was the

;

first

7,

1807,

by Rev. Francis

preacher.^

—

Y

liEO ARD^ was formed from Scipio, Jan. 30, 1823. It lies upon the e. bank of Cayuga Lake,
w. of the center of the co. Its surface inclines toward the w., its extreme e. border being elevated
500 to GOO ft. above the surface of the lake. The slopes of the hills are generally gradual, but are steep
in a few places.
Its streams are small, rapid brooks, the principal of which is Paines Creek,
flowing
s.

part. The soil is a sandy and clayey loam, very fertile. Aurora,
beautifully located on the e. bank of Cayuga Lake. Its fine situation and the comparative mildness of its climate have made it a place of considerable resort ; and it
contains some of the finest residences to be found in the interior of the State. It is the seat of the

through a narrow ravine in the
(p. v.,) incorp.

May

5,

1837,

s.

is

Cayuga Academy.^ Pop. 459. Talcotts Corners, (Ledyard p. o.,) near the s. e. corner, contains 2 churches and 12 dwellings. Levana (p. v.) is a steamboat landing, 2 mi. n. of Aurora.
Pop. 106. Roswell Franklin, from Wyoming, settled at Aurora in 1789, and was the first settler in
Cayuga co. Benj. Avery was the first settler at Talcotts Corners.' Rev. Seth Williston (Presb.)
conducted the first religious services and Rev. H. Woodruff was the first settled minister.^"
;

—was formed from

"

Milton," (now Genoa,) Feb. 20, 1802. Summer Hill was taken
off in 1831.
It lies upon the high ridges which border upon Owasco Inlet, in the s. part of the
The inlet flows through near the center in a deep, narrow valley bordered by steep hills
CO.

L<OCIi.I2

rising 200 to 400

ft.

above

it.

The summits

of the hills spread out into a beautifully undulating

1
Among the early settlers were Benj. Irish, Joseph tfrover, garet Noble, March 7, 1802; and the first death, that of the
AVheeler, Ichabod and Abel Wilkinson, and James wife of Rev. Silas Barnes, in 1802.
* The census
The first child boru was Aurelius Wheeler, in
Ilerrington.
reports 5 churches ; 2 M. E., and 1 each Bap.,
J791 ; and the first death, that of Mrs. West, in 1792. John Presb., and Disciples.
1 Named from
Herring taught the first school, in 1794 ; Abel Wilkinson kept
Benjamin Ledyard, agent and clerk for the disthe first inn, in 1792 and Joseph Grover the first store, in 1797. posal of the lands belonging to the Military Tract. The trace
2 There are 3 churches in town Ref. Prot.
It stood
D., Bap., and M. E. of an ancient fortification is found within this town.
3 The s.
part of the town was settled by emigrants mostly upon a hill between two ravines, and inclosed about 20 acres.
from Penn. and N. J., and the N. part by emigrants from New
Smithsottian Contrihutions, Vol. II, Part VI, p. 03.
8 The
Academy building stands upon an eminence commandEngland. In 1800 the town had a pop. of 3,553; in 1810 it
in 1820, after its territory was reduced to its ing a fine view of the bay and lake. The institution has a well
ro.se to 5,425
was
and
the
in
selected
2,685
limits,
pop.
1855,
2,352.
library, competent teachers, and is in a prosperous
present
i Two
condition. The Gosi)el and School Lot No. 36 of this town havPresb., 2 M. E., Cong., and Univ.
6
Among the other early settlers were Daniel Parker, on Lot ing been given to Union College, Lot 89 was taken for school
60, John C. Barnes and Rev. Silas Barnes, on Lot 70, and Zadock purposes, and assigned to this academy.
9 Elisha Durkee, and Atwell and Edward Paine, settled at
Barnps, on Lot 83, all from Marcellus, and Edward Wood, from
Sennett, on Lot 89, in 1802; Archibald and Chas. Green, on Lot Aurora in 1790. The first settler, Mr. Franklin, was in the battle
70, in 1S03; Eli Mattison and Abraham Willey, from Conn., on of Wyoming, at which his wife was killed and his youngest child
Lot 34, Henry Ferris and his son, Augustus, from Saratoga CO., on taken prisoner by the Indians. He died at Aurora in 1791,
Lot 71. in 1804; and Thos. Barnes, from Washington co , at Ira under the weight of his misfortunes. Betsey Durkee (now Mrs.
Comers, in 1805. Dr. Squire, the first physician, taught the firet Sweetland) was the first child born in town. The first inn was
school, in 1805; David Stockwell kept the first inn, in 1800; kept by Josliua Patrick, at Aurora, in 1793. in a house still
Sam'l and Israel Phelps, the first store, at Ira Corners, in 1813; standing. Abiathar Hull kept the first store, and T. Wheeler
and John Hooker erected the first gristmill, in 1818. The first erected the first mill, a little N. of Aurora.
w Tlio census reports 6 churches; 2 Friends, 2 M. E., Presb.,
child born was Polly, daughter of David Stockwell, in April,
Ii02; the first marriage was that of Eleazur Stockwell and Mar- and I'rot. E.

Edward

;

;

—

;

;
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mean elevation of about 1,000 ft. above tide. The soil is a gravelly loam interspersed with clay, Milan, (Locke p. o.,) situated on the s. branch of Owasco Lake lulct, contains 2 churches, 2 woolen factories, 2 gristmills, and several mechanics' shops. Pop. 180.
Ccnregion with a

terville
Durell,

The

contains 18 houses.

and Solomon Love, in

1790.^

first

settlement

The

first

was made by Ezra Carpenter, Jas. Cook,

church (M. E.) was formed in

Jas.

ISIQ.'*

ME]\TZ—was

formed from Aurelius, as "Jefferson," March 30, 1802. Its name was changed
a portion of Throop were taken ofi" in 1859. It lies upon Seneca
Its surface is generally flat, with a few low sand ridges near
River, N.w.of the center of the co.
the s. border.
swampy region extends along Seneca River. Owasco Outlet, flowing through

April

6,

1808.

Montezuma and

A

Limestone, gypsum, and red shale are the underlying rocks.
a clayey, sandy, and gravelly loam. Port Byron, (p. v.,) incorp. March 2, 1837,
is situated upon the Owasco Outlet and Erie Canal, near the center of the town.
The N. Y. C.
R. R. station is 1 mi. n. of the village. It contains 3 churches, a woolen factory, cabinet ware
the center,

The

is

the principal stream.

soil is

manufactory, and a flouring mill with 10 run of stones. Pop. 1,069. Centerport, a canal
The first settlement was made in 1797.^ There are 3
village on the e. line, contains 22 houses.

churches in town ; Bap., M. E., and Presb.

—

MOI^TEZIJMA was formed from Mentz, April 8, 1859. It lies in the n. w. angle formed
by the great easterly bend in Seneca River, on the w. border of the co. Its surface is mostly low
and flat. An extensive swamp, known as the Montezuma Marshes, extends along the river.
The only considerable stream is Cayuga Brook. The soil is generally a clayey loam. Brine

Montezuma

springs are found along Seneca River.
The Seneca and
in the w. part of the town.
and some other articles are manufactured.*

The first church (Bap.) was formed in 1803,
2 M. E. and Bap.

MORAVIA—^was

(p. v.) is located upon Seneca River,
Cayuga Canals here unite with the Erie Canal. Salt
Pop. 650. The first settlement was made in 1798.*
by Rev. John Jeffries. There are 3 churches in town;

formed from Sempronius, March 20, 1833.

It lies upon Owasco Lake
The greater part of its surface is a rolling upland, broken by
the deep and narrow valleys of Owasco Inlet and its branches.® These valleys are 300 to 400 ft.
below the summits of the hills, and are bordered by steep and in many places nearly perpen-

and

Inlet, in the e. part of the co.

dicular sides.

Upon

the streams in their course through the ravines are several beautiful cas-

Mill Brook, just below its junction with Trout
cades, furnishing an abundance of water-power.
Brook, flows over a precipice of 80 ft. Upon the e. tributary of the outlet, near the s. border, is a
little
cascade known as Dry Falls, from the fact that in summer the stream ceases to flow.

A

this cascade is a circular recess in the face of the perpendicular precipice, 42 ft. deep, and surmounted by a limestone arch 55 ft. high and 125 ft. long. Upon this arch rises a lofty hill covered

below

with primitive forest trees. A large spring of carburetted hydrogen gas, highly inflammable, is
The soil among the hills is a gravelly loam mixed
situated upon the lowlands near the lake.
with clay, and in the valleys it consists of a deep, rich loam formed of gravel and disintegrated
limestone and slate. Moravia (p. v.) is situated on Mill Brook, in the valley 3 mi. s. e. of the
head of Owasco Lake. The rapids and cascades in the stream at this point furnish an abundance
The village is incorp., and contains 130 dwellings, the Moravia Institute, and
of water-power.
several mills

Montville,'' a small

and other manufacturing establishments.

village 1 mi. e. of

Moravia, contains 15 houses. The first settlement was made at Moravia Village, by John Stoyell,
in 1791.8
The first church (Cong.) was formed March 12, 1806.9
1 A
daughter of Jas. Durell was the first child born Aaron
Kellogg kept the first store, at Milan James Cook, the first inn
;

;

;

Milan, in 1810, and
Mr. Durell the first gristmill. The traces of an Indian burying
w. of Milan, between 2 deep gulfs, covering
a
mi.
half
ground,
about 2 acres, are still visible. The graves are ranged in rows
E. and w.
s The census reports 3 churches; 2 M. E. and Bap.
f
Among the early settlers were Philip King, Seth Higby,
from Saratoga co., on Lot 72, Josiah Patridge. from Mass., on
Lot 73 in 1707; Charles Annes. Aholiab and Elijah Buck, from
Chemung co.. on Lot 73, (now Port Byron,) in 1798; Dan'l Lovelaud, from Vt., on Lot 49, in 1799; Peter Kausier and Moses
Lentl from Owego, on Lot tVi, in ISOO James Dixon and Joseph
Hamilton, from Washington co., Caleb Uopkiiis, from N. J.,
and Ira Hopkins, from Washington co., on Lot 85, from 1800 to

Lyman Brown

erected

tlie first factory, at

;

18^14.
* Salt

was first manufactured in Montezuma about 1798; but
the business was abandoned about lh40. in consequence of the
brine becoming too weak to successfully compete with the salt
Strong brine springs have
springs of Syracuse and Salina.

lately been discovered, and the manufacture of s.ilt has been successfully resumed. These salt springs, like those of Onondaga,
belong to the State.
5
Among the early settlers were Peter Clark, from New York

Abram Morgan, at Montezuma, in
located there to manufacture salt.
Flats were in part cultivated by the Indiana
anterior to the settlement by the whites, and still bear traces of
the ancient occupation.
' Ex-President Fillmore read law at this
place with Judge
Comfort Tyler, and

City,
179S,
6

who

The Owasco

Wood.
8
Among the other early settlers were Winslow Perry, Amos
Stoyell, and Jabez L. Bottom, in 1793; Gurshom Morse, in 1794;
and Cotton Skinner, in 1795. The first child born was Seth
first marriage, that of .Jonathan Eldridge
and the first death, that of Cynthia
Levi
Goodrich taught the first school, in
Wright,
1797 Zadock Cady kept the first inn. in 1801. David Wright the

Perry, in 1794; the

and Sally Perry,

in 1795;

"in 1796.

;

first store, and
» The census

M.E.

John

Stoyell built tlie first mill.
reports 3 churches in town; Cong., Prot. E.,

and
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between Owasco and Skanea rolling and hilly upland.
ateles Lakes,
The highest summits are 700 ft. above Owasco Lake. The declivities are gradual toward Owasco
near the
but more abrupt toward Skaneatelea Lake. Dutch Hollow Brook, flowing n. through
The soil is a gravelly and clayey loam. Kelbanks.^
center, is bordered by high, steep
We^V
extreme s. part, contains 2 churches and 30 dwellings
lOg'g'SVille, (p. V.,) in the
and 12 dwellings; ]%'iles,
llope, in the s. E. part, contains a church, gristmill, sawmill,
hamin the N. part, West JViles, Twelve Corners, and Kine Corners, are
(p. 0.,)
The first settlements were made in 1793.^ There are 4 churches in town; 2 M. E., Bap.,
lets.

WIUES—was
s.

formed from Sempronius, March 20, 1833.

e. of

It lies

Its surface is principally

the center of the co.

;

and Univ.

OWASCO—was

It lies e. of the foot of Owasco
formed from Aurelius, March 30, 1802.
From the
is rolling and inclined to the n. w.
surface
Its
Lake,
lake it slopes gradually upward, and the highest summits attain an elevation of 500 ft. Owasco
The
in the n. part, are the only streams.
Creek, flowing w. across the s. part, and Millers Brook,
soil is a clayey loam.
O^vasco, (p. v.,) in the s. e. corner, contains 3 churches and 45 dwellThe first settlements were made in 1792.* The first church was formed in 1798, by Rev.
in o-s.
s.

e. of

the center of the co.

to

Abram Brokaw.*

Ex-Gov. Throop

is

a resident of this town.

SCIPIO—was formed March 5, 1794. Sempronius was taken ofi" in 1799, a part of Marcellus
It lies on the w.
in 1823.
(Onondaga co.) in 1804, Ledyard, Venice, and a part of Springport
Its surface is rolling, the highest summits
shore of Owasco Lake, s. of the center of the co.
the lake, and from
being 500 ft. above the lake. A steep blufi", 20 to 50 ft. high, extends along
The streams are mere brooks.
tlie summit the surface slopes gradually upward for about one mi.
The soil is a clayey loam. Scipio Center (Scipio p.o.) contains 2 churches and 80 inhabitScipioville,

ants;

(p. v.,)

near the w.

line,

80 inhabitants;

SlierVFOOd,

near the

(p. v.,)

w. corner, 80 inhabitants. Tlie Square is a p.o. in the n.w. part, and Bolts Corners
a hamlet in the s. The first settlements were made in 1790.* The first religious services were
held by Elder David Irish, in 1794 and the first church (Bap.) was formed the same year.®
s.

;

SEMPROIVIUS —was

formed March 9, 1799. A part was annexed to Marcellus (Onondaga
It lies upon Skaneateles Lake, in
CO.) March 24, 1804, and Moravia and Niles March 20, 1833.
From the valley of the lake and inlet the hills rise abruptly to a
the s. E. part of the co.
height of 800 to 1,000 feet, and from their summits the surface spreads out into a rolling and
The highest points are about 1,700 ft. above tide. Mill Brook, flowing w.. Bear
hilly upland.
Brook,
N., and Fall Brook, s., all have excavated deep valleys in the drift deposits
Swamp

The soil is a good quality of clayey, sandy and gravelly loam, mixed with disinteshales.
Dresserville, (p. v.,) located on Mill Brook, in the s. part
grated slate and limestone.
of the town, contains 30 dwellings
Tansvllle, (Sempronius p. o.,) 15 Glen
Its situation is
(p. 0.) is a noted water cure establishment near the head of Skaneateles Lake.

and

;

Haven

;

extremely beautiful, and it is supplied with pure, soft spring water. The first settlement was
made in 1794, by Ezekiel Sales,' Jotham Bassett, and Seth Burgess. The first church (Bap.)
was formed Feb. 29, 1798; Rev. John Lasure was the first preacher. The census reports 1

church (Bap.) in town.

SEIVXETT —was

formed from Brutus, March 19, 1827; it was named from Judge Daniel
A portion of Throop was taken off in 1859. It lies upon the e. border

Sennett, a pioneer settler.
of the CO., N. of the center.

Its surface is level or gently undulating, the ridges rising in long,
The streams are all small brooks. The soil is a
gradual slopes 50 to 100 ft. above the valleys.
deep, fertile, clayey and sandy loam, and is under a high state of cultivation. Sennett," (p. v.,)
a station on the Auburn branch of the N.Y. Central R. R., contains 2 churches and 30 dwellings.

The

first

settlement

was made

in 1794,

by Ebenezer Healy, Jos. Atwell, Thos. Morley, and Thos.

On

the highest point of land, 3 mi. e. of Owasco Lake, is a
fine flagging stone.
the early settlers were Garret Cona\-er and his sons
and
John
Aaron, Isaac Selover, James Brinlierhoff, and William
1

and Alanson Tracy, Sam'l Branch, Ebenezer Witter,
and Gideon Allen. The first child born was Betsey Durkee, De«.
5.1790; and the first marriage, that of Wm. Allen and Betsey
Watkins, June 26, 1793. Wm. Daniels taught the first sclio^l,
in 1798, and Dr. Strong kept the first store, in 1808.
Bowen. The first child born was Sally Amerman, in 1798.
8
6 There are 4 churches in town
Among the early settlers were Samuel and Benj. De Puy,
Bap., Presb., M. E., and Unir.
' The first child born was
Moses Cartwright, and Jacob and Roeliff Brinkerboff. Cornelius
Benj. Sales, in 1794; the first marDelamater kept the first inn, in ISOO; James Burrows, the first riage, that of Sam'l Rice and Matilda Summerston ami tlie first
store, in 1S07; and David Bovier built the first gristmill, in 1798. death, that of Sam'l Rice.
Cyrus Powers taught the fiist school,
* There are 3 churches in town
M. E., Ref. Prot. D., and True in 1800; John Husted kept the first inn and store, and Artemas
kins. Gilbert

quarry of
2

Among

;

;

;

D.

Reformed.
Among the early settlers were Elisha Durkee, Henry Wat-

*

Dresser erected the

first mill.
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was organized

Sept. 12, 1799,

There are now 2 churches in to^Ti

preacher.

by

Presb,

;

and Bap.

SPRIXG PORT—was

formed from Scipio and Aurelius, Jan. 30, 1823. It lies upon tht
shore of Cayuga Lake, s. w. of the center of the co. Its surface rises in gradual slopes from
the water to the e. border, where it attains an elevation of 400 to 500 ft. Waterlime, plaster^^
E.

and limestone used for flagging, are quarried along the shore of the lake and in the adjoining
ravines.
Two immense springs flow from the ground near the village, furnishing a valuable
water-power." The soil is a superior quality of sandy and gravelly loam, in some places mixed
with clay. The lake is so deep that it rarely freezes, and the warmth of the water essentially
moderates the intensity of the frosts of winter.* Vnion Springs (p. v.) is beautifully situated
upon Cayuga Lake, s. of the center of the w. border of the town. It contains several manufacThe first settlement was made
tories, a private academy, and many fine residences. Pop. 1,118.
in 1800, by Frederick Gearheart, Thos. Thompson, and Jas. Carr.* The first church (Cong.) was

formed by Rev. Joshua Lane, the

first

preacher.^

STERLiIlVG — named

—

from William Alexander, Lord Sterling, of the Revolution was
formed from Cato, June 19, 1812. It lies upon Lake Ontario, in the extreme n. part of the co.
The summits of the ridges in
Its surface is rolling and has a slight inclination toward the n.
the s. are 200 to 300 ft. above the lake and Big Bluff, iipon the lake shore, has about the same
The streams are Little Sodus Creek and its branches, flowing into Little Sodus Bay,
elevation.
and Cortright Brook, flowing into Blind Sodus Bay.^ Little Sodus Bay is about 2 mi. long by 1
;

mi. wide, and

is

one of the best harbors upon the

s.

shore of the lake.

An

extensive

swamp,

covering several hundred acres, extends along the lake shore, e. of the bay, and another lies on
the s. border of the town. The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam some portions of the surface
are very stony and hard of cultivation. Outcrops of Medina sandstone' and Oneida conglomerate
;

are quarried in this town for building stone.

Sterling'

Center

(Sterling p. o.) contains 40

dwellings; Fairhaven, (p. v.,) on Little Sodus Bay, 40; Martville, (p. o.,) near thes. e.
The first
IVortli Sterling (p. o.) is a hamlet.
corner, 25; and Sterling Valley 20.
The first church (Asso. Ref.
settler was Peter Dumas, who located upon Lot 19 in 1805.*
Presb.)

was formed

SUMMER

in 1818.'

—was

formed from Locke, as "Plato," April 26, 1831; its name was
s. e. corner town of the co.
Its surface is a rolling upland,
1000 to 1100 ft. above tide. Fall Brook, the principal stream, flows s. through the e. part. Its
valley is 300 to 400 ft. below the summits of the hills, and forms the only considerable break in

changed March

HILiIj

It is the

16, 1832.

the general level of the surface. Summer Hill Lake is a small pond in the n. e. part, discharging
The soil is a clayey and gravelly loam, the clay predominating.
its waters into Fall Brook.
Suiunter Hill, (p. v.,) in the s. part of the town, confeains 115 inhabitants. The first settle-

1 In 1795 Judge Dan'l Sennett, Amos Bennett, and Jacob, Kufus,
In 1797 Jacob
Slieltion. from Conn., settled on Lot 99.
Hicks, a Revolutionary eoldier, wiio drew Lot 99, settled on it
on
Lot
and Jabez
a
also
soldier,
17;
Revolutionary
Benj. Miller,
Remmington and Hezekiab Freeman, from Tt., on Lots 21 and
The first child born was Sally Smith, in 1795; the first
10.
marriage, that of Nehemiah Smith and Mindevill Morley, in
1794; andthe first death, that of Thos. Morley, in 1795. Betsey
Morley taught the first school, in 1795 Joseph Atwell kept
the first inn, the same year; and Sheldon & Lathrop the first

and Dan'l

;

;

store.
2 These
springs are about 10 rods apart. From the larger flows
a stream of sufficient size to furnish water-power for running a
flouring mill with 6 run of stones, a plaster mill, sawmill,
and several other kinds of machinery. The stream from the
smaller .spring drives the machinery of a planing mill, sawmill,
and tannery. From the springs the town and village both derive
their names.
3 Fruit
growing, to which the climate and soil are admirably

adapted, begins to attract attention. The vine is successfully
cultivated and a single vineyard of 10 acres, devoted to grapes,
:

produces fine crops.
* Amos Comely taught the first school, near Union Springs
Thomas Collins kept the first inn Laban Haskins and Walter
Low, the first store; Philip Winegar erected the first woolen
;

;

factory.

6 The census
reports 9 churches; 2 Friends, 2 M. E., and 1 each
Cong., Presb., Bap., Christian, and It. C.
tiiuce work commenced on the Ontario, Auburn & N. Y. R. R.
<•

an

effort

has been made to change the name of this bay to On-

tario Bay.
'

This stone

much used

for the underpinnings of houses and
has been observed that hogs are very fond
whenever they have access to it and in
consequence they foam at the mouth, and can only be fatted with
is

farm buildings.

It

of licking the stone

:

great difficulty.
8 Mr. Dumas was a
Frenchman, who came to this country with
La Fayette and served during the Revolution. For his services
he received a lot in the Jlilitary Tract, and drew Lot 19, in
Sterling. Capt. Andrew Rassmusen settled the same year on
Lot No. 1. He was killed on board of an American vessel, on
Lake Ontario, during the War of 1812. Francis Decamp located
near Martville. in 1806 Wm. Divine, Nathan Wilmot, and Jehiel
Peck, on Lot 11, in 1807; Jacob Wilsey, from Saratoga co., on
Lot 14, in 1808 John Cooper, on Lot 12, John Duzenbury, on
Lot 44. Curtis Stoddard, on Lot 19, John McFarlaud and son,
from Washington co., on Lot 27, John and Matthew Harsha,
from Washington Co., at Martville, in ISIO Wm. Cooper, Jos.
Bunnell, and John Turner, from Long Island, in ISll and Geo.
Cooper, from Saratoga co.. in 1812. The first child born was
Isaac Hoppins, March l(i, 1807; the first marriage, that of Mat
thew Harsha and Charity Turner; and the first death, that of
Ezra, son of Peter Dumas, July 21. 1806. The tirst school was
taught by Benj. Clark, in 1812; Wm. Cooper kejit the first inn,
in 1810; John Cooper erected the first sawmill, in 1810, and the
:

;

;

;

first gristmill, in 1815.
8 The census

reports 6 churches;

Kef., Presb., Bap., Ref. Prot. D.,

and

2 M. E., and 1 each Assow
Ref. Presb.
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ment -vras made in 1797, by Hezekiah Mix, from Genoa, on Lot 37, near the
church (Bap.) -was formed in 1807; Elder Whipple was the first pastor.^

village.^

The

first

TIIROOP^ —was

It is an
formed from Aurelius, Mentz, and Sennett, April 8, 1859.
w. of the center of the co. Its surface is generally level, broken
in a few places by sand and gravel ridges 100 to 150 ft. high. Its principal streams are Owasco
Outlet and Cayuga Brook. The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam. Tliroopsville, (p. v.,)
on Owasco Inlet, s. e. of the center, contains 3 churches, a grist and saw mill, and woolen
Pop. 160. The first settlement was made on Lot 2, in 1790, by Ezekiel Crane and his
factory.
Bon Shadrach, from N. J.* There are 3 churches in town ; Bap., M. E., and Disciple.

interior town, lying a little n.

VEIVICE —was

formed from Scipio, Jan. 30, 1823. It is an interior town, lying s. of the
a rolling upland, the highest summits being 300 to 400 ft. above
Salmon and Little Salmon Creeks flow s. in deep valleys dividing the surface into
Its surface is

center of the co.

Owasco Lake.
distinct ridges.

Owasco Lake borders upon the

n, e. corner.

The

declivities

bordering upon the

upon the w. bank of Salmon Creek are steep, but generally the hillsides are long, gradual
The soil is a fine quality of clayey and gravelly loam. Venice, (p. v.,) in the n. e. part

lake and
slopes.

Poplar

of the town, contains 1 church and 20 dwellings; and
Ridge, upon the highest summit in the n. w., contains a foundery and machine shop and 20 dwellings. E!a,st Venice (p. o.)
and Venice Center (p. o.) are hamlets. The first settlement was made in 1800.^ The first

church (Bap.) was formed at Stuarts Corners, in 1800, by Elder Irish, the first preacher.® Upon
the ridge e. of Salmon Creek, near the s. border of the town, are the remains of an ancient fortification.
Upon the creek, near the center of the tovra, were extensive cleared and cultivated fields
Near these fields was an Indian burial ground.
at the first advent of the whites.

VICTORY—was

formed from Cato, March

16, 1821.

upon the w. border of the

It lies

co,,

gently undulating, the highest points being scarcely 50 ft. above
The underlying
the general level. Little Sodus and Red Creeks are the principal streams.
rocks are red shale and blue limestone, covered deep with drift. The soil is a gravelly and sandy

N.w. of the center.

Its surface is

A

swamp in the s. w. part covers several hundred acres. Victory, (p. v.,) near the
center of the town, contains 25 houses; and Westbury, (p. v.,) on the line of Wayne co., 50.
The settlement of the town was commenced in 1800, by John McNeal, from Montgomery co.,
loam.

and John and Samuel Martin, from Ireland, on Lot
by Kev. Zenas Jones, the first preacher.*

65.^

The

first

church (M. E.) was formed

in 1813,

were Nath'l Fillmore, (father of
Among
S., who was born in this town,)
Martin Barber, Wm. Webster, Jos. Cone, Wm. Honeywell, Jas.
Savage, Harvey Hough, and Josiah Walker. The first school
was taught by Nath'l Fillmore, in 1804. The first child born
was Millard Fillmore or Anson Cone the first marriage, that of
Ebenezer Crowl and Rosanna Mix, in 1803; and the fiist death,

1
the early settlers
Blillaid Fillmore, Ex-Pres. U.

;

that of Amos Mix, killed by the falling of a tree in 1798. Jos.
Cone kept the first inn, in 180.3; Chas. Crane, the first store; and
Ebenezer Bennett erected the first mill, in 1816.
2 The census
reports 3 churches Bap., Cong., and M. E.
3 Named from Hon. Enos T.
Throop, Ex-Gov. of the Stite.
*
Among the other early settlers were Isaac Barnum, Othniel
;

Palmer, and his son, from Conn., Israel Clapp, from Mass., on
Lot 16; Jas. Leonard and Wm. Durell, from N. J., on Lots 2 and
4, Manonah Clark, from Oneida co., on Lot 4, Jonas Ward and
his sou C.ileb, from N. J., on Lot 92, in 1796; Christopher and
Rev. John Jeffries, from Saratoga Springs, on Lot 16, Ephraim
Wethy, from Dutchess co., on Lot 4, in 1799 Amos and David
Codner, on Lot 14, in 1801. The first marriage was that of
Shadrach Crane and Hannah Palmer; and the first birth, that
of Ezekiel Crane. Edward Carpenter taught the first school, in
ISOO; Israel Clapp kept the first inn, in 1800; Luther Harden
;

the

first store, in

saw and
B

1804

;

and Prentice Palmer erected the

first

grist mill, in 1798.

Among the early settlers were Henry Hewit, Ezekiel Landon,

Samuel Robinson, and Zadock Bateman, at Stuarts Corners,
Samuel Childsey, and Amos Rathbun, at Poplar Ridge, Luke
Taylor, and Thomas Carman, all of whom came in between 1790
and ISOO. The first child born was Lemon Cole; and the first
death, that of
Herrick, one of the pioneer settlers he was
killed by the fall of a tree. The first inn was kept by Samuel
Kobinson. The first mill was erected at Venice Village, in 1835.
6 The census
reports 3 churches 2 Friends and 1 Bap.
' Patrick
Murphy, from Ireland, settled on Lot 54. in Feb. 1806
Matthias Vanderhuyden, from Albany co., on Lot 62, and Asahel
Carter, from Vt., on Lot 66, in 1810 John Ramsey, and Wm. and
Danl Griswold, from Herkimer CO., on Lot 25, in 1811 Jacob W.
and Martin De Forrest, from Washington co., Conrad Phrozine,
from Newburgh, on Lot 43, Manasseh French, from Scipio, Judge
C. Smith, from Saratoga co., on Ix)t 40, Philander Phinney, from
Saratoga co., Silas Kellogg, from Brutus, on Lot 39, and Ebenezer
Bird, from Onondaga co., on Lot 29, all in 1812. Mrs. Jane Wood
was the first child born in town, in 1804; and the first death,
was that of John McNeal, in 1800.
8 The census
reports 5 churches; 2 M. E., Presb., Bap., and
:

;

;

;

;

Christian.
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Cayuga County.
Acres op Land.

Names

of Towns.

Auburn
Aurelius

Brutus
Cato
Conquest
Fleming

,

Genoa
Ira
Led^-ard

Locke
Mentz
Montezuma".
Moravia
Niles

Owasco
Scipio

Sempronlus...

Sounett
Springport...
Sterling

Summer Hill.
Throop*
Veuifie

Victory
Total

11

CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY.
It lies
This county was formed from Genesee, March 11, 1808.
upon the shore of Lake Erie, and is the s. w. corner co. of the State.
It is centrally distant 288 mi. from Albany, and contains 1,099 sq.
mi. The surface is mostly a hilly and rolling upland. A bluff,
with a mean elevation of 20 ft., extends along the lake; and from
its summit the land spreads out into an undulating region, graduThis comparatively level
ally rising for a distance of 3 or 4 mi.
tract is bordered by the declivities of a hilly upland, which occupies
The highest summits are 1,000 to
the center and s. part of the co.

1,200 feet above Lake Erie and 1,800 to 2,000 ft. above tide. The
uplands are broken by several deep valleys, the principal of which
are those of Chautauqua

mits of the

hills,

4

Lake Erie from those of

Lake and Connewango Creek.

The sum-

of the lake shore, form the watershed which divides the waters of
Allegany Kiver. The declivities bordering upon the valleys are in many

to 6 mi.

s.

places too steep for profitable cultivation.
Connewango Creek, flowing along the e. border

and receiving Cassadaga Creek and Chautauqua

The other principal streams are Cattaraugus, Silver, WalOutlet, is the largest stream in the co.
nut, Canadaway, Little Cattaraugus, and Twenty Mile Creeks, flowing into Lake Erie ; French and
Brocken Straw Creeks, tributaries of Allegany River and Prendergast Creek, flowing into
Chautauqua Lake. Besides these and their tributaries are numerous smaller streams flowing
Chautauqua Lake is a beautiful sheet of water, 18 mi. long and 1 to 3 mi.
directly into Lake Erie.
wide, occupying a deep valley in the highland region about 10 mi. s. e. of Lake Erie.^ It is 726
The hills that surround it are 600 to 800 ft. above
feet above Lake Erie and 1,291 ft. above tide.
its surface.
Its outlet forms a branch of Connewango Creek, which latter stream is a tributary

Little

;

of Allegany River.
Several other small lakes are located among the highlands, the principal
of which are Bear, Cassadaga, Mud, and Findleys Lakes, all 700 to 900 ft. above Lake Erie.
The rocks of this co. belong to the Portage and Chemung groups, the former occupying the n.

—

of the highest hills in the s. are crowned
with conglomerate, belonging to the Catskill group and affording the only good building stone in the
s.
The sandstones of the Portage group are quarried to some extent in the n. part.
part of the co.

half of the co. and the latter the

s.

half.

The summits

Lime is obtained in limited quantities from limestone boulders and marl beds. One of the most
peculiar geological features of the co. is the numerous springs of carburetted hydrogen gas found
in various localities and especially along the shore of Lake Erie.
It comes from the shales of the
Portage group, and at

variofts places is

turned to profitable account.

upon the uplands is principally clay mixed with disintegrated shale, generally known ag
flat gravel; and in the valleys it is a fine quality of sandy and gravelly loam mixed with alluvium. Along the lake shore is a strip of productive clay loam. The uplands are arable to their
summits, but are generally much better adapted to pasturage than tillage. The various branches
of agriculture form the leading pursuits of the people.
Stock and wool growing, and dairying,
are largely and successfully carried on.
Spring grains and fruits are also largely produced.
Manufactures are few and unimportant and are chiefly confined to the local wants of the people.
Commerce an important item in the business and wealth of the co. is chiefly concentrated at
Dunkirk, which is at once an excellent harbor upon the lake and the w. terminus of the Erie R. R.
The county seat is located at Mayville, in the tovni of Chautauqua, at the head of Chautauqua
Lake.^ The courthouse is a fine brick edifice, erected in 1834, at a cost of $11,000. The jail is a
brick building, with stone cells, on the opposite side of the street from the courthouse. The

The

soil

—

—

clerk's office is a fireproof brick building contiguous to the courthouse.'
The poorhouse is located upon a farm of IGO acres, near De Wittville, 3 J mi.
1 Near the midiJle this lake is contracted to the width of a
few rods, giving it the appearance of two laltes connected by a

narrow

strait.

2 This CO. was united with Niagara from the date of its organization in 1808 until 1811. The first court was held June 25,
1811. The commissioners to locate the co. buildings were Jonas

208

s.

e.

from Mayville.

Williams, Isaac Sutherland, and Asa Ransom. The first co.
officers were Zattu Cusliing, First Judge ; Matthew Pronflcrgast,
Philo Orton, Jonathan Thompson, and Wm. Alexantlcr, Asmciate
Judges; David Eason, Sheriff; and John E. Blar.shall, (h. Ckrk.
8 In 1858 the
supervisors authorized the erection of a new
clerk's office at a cost of $2,500.
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A

The average number of inmates is 130, supported at a weekly cost of 44 cts. each.
school ia
taught 6 to 8 months in the year. The buildings are poor and dilapidated and are destitute of
proper accommodations and means of ventilation.
The N. Y. & Erie R. R. extends through Hanover and Sheridan and terminates at Dunkirk.
This road opens a direct communication with New York, and, taken in connection with the connecting railroads and vessels upon the lake, is one of the most important of the great thoroughfares
between the Atlantic seaboard and the Valley of the Mississippi. The amount of freigiit carried
over the road is immense and the business connected with it gives employment to thousands of
men. The Buffalo & Erie R. R. extends along the lake through Hanover, Sheridan, Pomfret,
This forms another link in the great chain of Western travel,
Portland, West-field, and Ripley.
and connects with the Erie R. R. at Dunkirk and with the N. Y. Central at Buffalo. The proposed
Erie & New York City R. R. extends through the s. part of the co., connecting Erie, Penn., with
the N. Y. & Erie R.R. at Great Valley.^
;

Nine weekly newspapers are now published in the co.^
In 1782 a party of British and Indians, with a train of artillery and otlier munitions of war,
spent the months of June and July around Chautauqua Lake in constructing canoes and making
other preparations to navigate Allegany River in a contemplated attack upon "Fort Pitt," near
1 The
surveys of this R. R. have been made, and
work has been done ia grading.

2 Tlte

considerable

Gazette, the first paper published in the CO.,
waj5 started at Fredoniain .Tan.lS17,by Jas. Porcival. It
was afterwaid issued by Carpenter & UuU, and by Jas.

Chautauque

Hull, until 1822, when it was suspended. In 1823 it was
revived by Jas. Hull, and continued until 1826, when it
wa-s united with the People's Gazette and its name was
changed to
TIi£ Frecloiiia Gazette. It was issued a short time by Hull &
Snow, when it was removed to Dunkirk by Mr. Hull
and changed to
T!ie Dunkirk Gazette. In a few months it was removed to West-

and united with The Chautauque Phoenix.
was started at Forestville in 1824 by Wm.
Snow.
In 1826 it was removed to Fredonia and
united with The Chautau(iue Gazette.
Tfie ChaiiiaiKjtie Eagle was commenced at Mayvillein May,lS19,
by Rnbt. J. Curtis, and was continued about 1 j'ear.
The Predouia Censor was commenced in 1821 by Henry
field

Tfie People's Gazette
S.

C. Frisbee,

who continued

its

publication fbr 17 years.

and by the latter it was removed to Van Buren Harbor
in 1837 and issued as
The Van Buren Times. It soon after passed into the hands of
W. H. Cutler, and was continued about 2 -ears.
T?ie Western Farmer was started at Westfield in lSo5 by Bliss &
Knight, and was continued about 2 years.
T/ie Settler w.is issued a short time in 1840

Censor

office

from the Fredonia

by E. Winchester.

T?ie Westfield Advocate was commenced in May, 1841, and was
discontinued in a few months.
T!ie Westfield Messenger was started in Aug. 1841, by C. J. J. &
T. IngersoU. In 1851 ik passed into the hands of Edgar
W. Dennison and was changed to

The

Westfield Transcript. In 1856 Buck & Wilson
proprietors, and continued it about 1 year.

became

its

The Panama Herald was started at Panama in Aug. 1846, by
Dean & Hurlbut. Stewart & Pray afterward became
proprietors, and continued it until 1848.
The Frontier Express was started in June, 1846, by Cutler,
Cottle & Perham. In 1849 it was changed to
The Fredonia Express, and was published by J. P. Cobb & Co.,
and afterward by T. A. Osborn & Co. In 1850 it was
changed to
Tlie Chautauque Union, and was published a short time by E. F.

In 1838 it passed into the hands of E. Winchester, and
was published by him 2 years and by R. Cunnington 1
year. In 1841 it was bought by Wm. McKinstry, and
Foster.
it is now published by W. McKinstry & Co.
r/te Western Star was sttirted at Westfield in June, 1826, by The Liberty Star was started at Jamestown In 1847 by Harvey
was
and
discontinued
after
2
A.
Smith. In 1849 it passed into the hands of Adolphus
Harvey Newcorab,
years.
Fletcher and was changed to
It was soon after revived, as
In 1853 John W. Flo.cher became proTlie Chautauque Phcenix, by Hull k Newcomb. In 1831 its Tlie Northern Citizen.
name was changed to
prietor; and in 1855 it was changed to
The American Eagle, and it was issued by G. W. Newcomb. In Tlie Cliautaiiqua Democrat, under which name it a
now issued by Adolphus Fletcher and Jas. Parker.
1838 it was changed to
The Westfield Courier, and was issued a short time by O.W. Bliss. Tlie Silver Creek Mad was started at Silver Creek in 1848 by
John C. Van Duzen. In 1852 it was changed to
Tlie Jamestown Journal was commenced in June,
1826, by Adolphus Fletcher, and was continued by him The Home Register, and was published by Jas. Long. In 1854
Samuel Wilson became proprietor, and changed it to
until 1846. It was then issued by John \V. Fletcher,
a son of the original proprietor, f >r 2 years, when it Tlie Silver Creek Gazette, and continued it until 1856, when it
of
F.
W.
who
was
discontinued. In Aug. of that year it was revived, as
hands
continued
into
the
Palmer,
passed
at the head of the est^ablishment until 1858, liaving had Tlxe liake Sliore Mirror, by H. M. Morgan, by whom it
is still published.
in the mean time associated with him as partners Francis
P. Bailey, Ebenezer P. Upham, and 0. D. Sackett. It is The Tocsin, a temperance paper, was published at Mayville by
now issued by Sackett & Bishop.
Lloyd Mills a short time about 1845.
The Chautauque Republican was started at Jamestown in 1828 The Chautauque Journal was started at Dunkirk in. May, 1850j
by W. L. Carpenter. In a short time its name was
by Morgan Bates. Kichard K. Kellogg, Lewis C. Todd,
Clias. McLean, Alfred Smith, and Wni. II. Cutler were
changed to
successively interested in its publication until 1833, when The Dunkirk Journal, and it is stilli issued by tno
it passed into the hands of S. S. C. Hamilton and its
origin;d proprietor.
The Fredonia Advertiser was started. July 4, 1851, by
name was changed to
The Republican Banner. It was soon after removed to Mayville,
Tyler & Shepard. It is now published by Levi S. Px'att
&-J. C. Frisbee.
and in a few months was discontinued.
was
started
at
Jamestown
in
1829
The
Undercurrent
was published at Jamestown a short time iu
Genius
The
by
of Liberty
1851-52 by Harvey A. Smith.
Lewis C. Todd, and was continued about 2 years.
The Western Intelligencer was published at Forestville a short The Jamestown Herald was started in Aug. 1852, by Dr. Asaph
Rhodes. In 1853 Joseph B. Nessel became proprietor,
time in 1833.
removed it to Ellington Center, and changed its name to
The Mayville Sentinel was started in 1834 by Timothy
Kilby; and the next year it passed into the hands of Tlie Ellington Luminary, It was discontinued in 1856.
Beman Brockway, who continued it 1(J years. In 184.5 Tlie Philomathian Exponent was issued at Ellington by the
students of the academy in 1852.
it was sold to John F. Phelps, by whom it is still issued.
The Chautauque Whig was started at Dunkirk in Aug. 1834, by The 'Westfield Republican was commenced April 2b,
18.55, by M. C. Rice & Co., by whom it is still continued.
Thompson & Carpenter. About 1844 its name was
Tlie Botanic Medical Journal was published a short time at
changed to
a
short
was
discontinued
time
and
it
Fredonia.
afterThe Dunkirk Beacon,
ward.
The Pantheon was published at Fredonia a short time.
The Westfield Lyceum, started in 1835, was issued a short time The Western Argus was started at Westfield in 1857 by John P.
Young. In about 1 year it was removed to Dunkiik,
by Sheldon & Palmer.
and changed to
The Western Democrat and Literary Inquirer was started at
Fredonia in 1835 by Wm. Verrinder. It was successively The Dunkirk Press and Argus,, and. is now issued
issued by Randall, Crosby & Co. and Arba K. Maynard,
by HoWcird & Young.
14
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Their plan was to build a dam across the outlet of the lake and descend the river
Pittsburgh.
upon the flood so created. The party finally returned without attempting the project.
The first settlement in the co. was made at the mouth of Cattaraugus Creek in 1797, by Amos

Soon after making the first improvements, Sottle left, and returned in 1801, with Mr.
and
Sidney
Capt. Rosecrantz. At the time of the first exploration of the co. the only Indian
settlement was on Connewango Creek, within the limits of the present town of Carroll. In 1802,
Gen. Paine, agent for the State of Connecticut, opened a wagon road from Bufialo to Chautauqua
Creek, to enable emigrants to reach the Conn. Reserve lands in Ohio. This road was soon after
In 1804 the town of Chautauqua was formed, and embraced the
finished to the Penn. line.
In April of the succeeding year the
entire territory now included within the limits of the co.
first town meeting was held, at which John McMahan was elected
supervisor, and John McMahan, David Eason, and Perry G. Ellsworth were appointed the first justices of the peace.^
In 1806 the first mail route was established between Buffalo and Erie, Penn.' The lands in the
A tract of 60,000 acres in the s. e. part was sold to
CO. were included in the Holland Purchase.
Levi Beardsley, James 0. Morse, and Alvan Stewart. In 1835 the Holland Land Company sold
their outstanding contracts and unsold lands to Trumbull Cary & Co., of Batavia and the new
Cottle.^

;

imposed such conditions upon the extension of contracts that the settlers rose en
masse and demolished the land office at Mayville and burned the records in the public highIn 1838 the interests of the co. were transferred to Duer, Morrison & Seward, and the
way.*
troubles were satisfactorily settled.
proprietors

ARR"WRIGHT—was formed from Pomfret and Villenova, April 30, 1829. A part of Pomwas annexed in 1830. It is an interior town, lying n. e. of the center of the co. Its surface
an elevated upland, broken and hilly in the s. w., and rolling in the n. e. The higher<t summit
near the center, said to be the highest land in the co. is 1,000 to 1,200 ft. above Lake Erie. The

fret
is

—

—

principal streams are

10 acres. The

Canadaway and Walnut

Creeks.

Mud

Lake, on the

e.

border, covers about

a clay and gravelly loam.

Upon Canadaway Creek, in the s. w. part, is a fine
cascade with 22 ft. perpendicular fall. ArkVFrig'lit Summit is a p. o. in the e. part of the
town. Arkvrright (p. o.) is a hamlet in the n. part. The first settlement was made in the
N. w. corner, by Byron T. Orton, Benj. Perry, and Augustus Burnham, from tlie eastern part of
the State, in 1807.* The first religious meeting was held at the house of Aaron Wilcox, in 1810,
by Rev. John Spencer. The first church (Bap.) was organized by Elder Thos. Grennel, in 1820.*

BUSTI''

soil is

—was

Ellicott in 1845.

formed from Ellicott and Harmony, April
It lies

It is drained

upon the

s.

border of the

co., e.

16, 1823.

of the center.

A part was

annexed to
and

Its surface is hilly

Chautauqua Lake, which lies along the
The soil is a clay and gravelly loam.
Bust! €orners (Busti p. o.) contains a church, gristmill, and sawmill. Pop. 201. The first
settlement was made on Lot 01, in 1810, by John L. Frank, from Herkimer co.* The first church
(Cong.) was formed Aug. 30, 1819 Rev. Lemuel Smith was the first minister.®

broken.

N. border,

by

several small streams flowing into
e. into Connewango Creek.

and by others flowing

;

1

Elial T. Foote, (now of New Haven.
Conn..) for 20 years
First Judge of Chautauqua co., says that the first settlement in
the CO. was made in 1794, hy several persons from Erie. Penn.;

and among them were the brothers Lowry. These persons had
been induced to locate in Penn. by fraudulent representations,
and were afterward obliged to leave their improvements and
commence anew in the wilderness. They settled within the
limits of Chautauqua co.; but the precise place is unknown.
*

Previous to 1804 the whole of the present co. formed a part
town of Batavia, in Genesee co. The elections were held
Batavia, nearly 100 mi. distant, to which place the electors
were compelled to go if they voted. In 1812 the Board of Supervisors consisted of 2 members, representing the towns of Chautauqua and Pomfret. The county seat had been located at Mayville. much against the wishes of the people of Pomfret ; and, in
consequence, the supervisor of Pomfret voted against the appropriation of $1,500 to build the courthouse and jail. After repeated attempts to effect the object, the question was temporarily
When the accounts of the town officers of Pomfret
laid aside.
were presented, the Chautauqua member voted in the negative,
and affairs came to a dead lock, but were finally settled by
a compromise, which allowed both the appropriation and the
of the
lit

6 Aaron Wilcox settled in 1809, Nathan Eaton in 1810. Uriah
L. Johnson, Jonathan and Benj. Sprague, from Otsego co.. near
the center, in 1811. and Simeon Clinton, from Otsego Co., at tho
center, in 1813. The first child born was Horatio Nelson Johnson, May 11,1811; tliefirst marriage, that of Asahel Burnham and
Luania iSaton, May 11,1815; and the first death, that of Augustus
Burnham, in 1S13. The first school was taught by Lucy Dewey,
near the cente* in the summer of 1813. Simeon Clinton kept
the first inn, in 1817 ; and Benj. Orton built the first sawmill, in
1818. on the E. branch of Canadaway Creek.
6 The census
reports 3 churches ; 2 M. E. and Christian.
7 Named from Paul Busti, of the Holland Land Company.
8 Lawrence Frank settled on Lot 62 in 1810, Heman Bush and
John Frank, from Herkimer co., and Theron Plumb, from Mass.,
on Lot 60. in 1811. The first marriage was that of Zebrick
Root and PoUv Parmiter. in 1813; and the first death, that of
Lawrence Frank, in 1811. Eve Frank, a young lady, was carried
off by the Indians in 1811, and was gone 3 years, when she returned home and was married. Soon after, her husband was
taken by the Indians and detained about the same length of

time. These incidents are noted upon a tombstone in the graveyard at Busti. The first school was taught by Olive Matfh on
account to go through.
Lot 61. in 1813. Capt. Heman Bush kept the first inn and store,
8 The first mail was carried by a man named Metcalf, who and erected the first
mill, on Stillwater Creek, in 1815.
9 The census
went on foot and carried the mail matter in a handkerchief.
reports 5 churches ; Cong., Bap., M. E,, Uni^,,
* The
all
sums due, and Christian.
company demanded compound interest on

vd an

increase of one-third

upon

all

extensions of contracts.
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CARROL.!.^—was

formed from Ellicott, March 25, 1825. Kiautone was taken oflF in 1853.
It is the s. K. corner town in the co.
Its surface is broken and hilly in the n.e. and E., and rolling
in the s. and s. w.
The highest summits are 900 ft. above Lake Erie. The principal stream is
Conncwango Creek, forming part of .the w. boundary. The soil is a clay loam in the n. and e.,
and a gravelly loam in the s. and w. Fre"wsburgb, (p. v.,) in the n.w. part, contains 2
churches, a gristmill and sawmill. Pop. 400. Fentonville is a p. o. near the s. w. corner.
Joseph Akins, from Rensselaer co., the first settler in town, located on Lot 29 in Jan. 1807.*
There are 2 churches in town Bap. and M. E.
;

CIIARliOTTE —was

formed from Gerry, April 18, 1829. It is an interior town, lying n. e.
of the center of the co. The surface is moderately hilly and divided into several ridges by the valNorth Hill and Lake Hill, the highest points, are about 1,000 feet above Lake
leys of the streams.
The soil is chiefly a clay loam.
Erie.
It is drained by Mill Creek and several tributaries.
Charlotte Center (p. v.) contains 2 churches, a good water-power with some manufactories,

and 10 dwellings Sinclearville,' (Gerry p. o.,) near the s. line, contains 4 chui-ches, 2 gristThe first settlement was made near the center, in 1809, by
and 2 sawmills. Pop. 450.
Robt. "W. Seaver and Wm. Divine, from Oneida co.* The first religious meeting (Presb.) was held
at Sinclearville, in 1811; and the first church (M. E.) was formed in 1816.
There are now 6
;

mills,

churches in town.*

CHAUTAUQUA—was

formed from Batavia, (Genesee co.,) April 11, 1804, and embraced
the territory now included within the limits of Chautauqua co. Pomfret was taken ofi" in 1808,
Portland in 1813, Harmony in 1816, and Clymer, EUery, and Stockton in 1821. It is an interior
town, lying a little w. of the center of the co. The surface is elevated and moderately hilly, ocall

cupying the watershed between the waters of Chautauqua Lake and those of Lake Erie, Chautauqua
Lake is on the e. border, and chiefly within the limits of the town. The soil is a clay loam of
Mayville, (p. v.,) pleasantly located near the head of Chautauqua Lake, was
good quality.
it contains the co.
incorp. April 30, 1830
buildings, 3 churches, the Mayville Academy, a new&and
a
mill.
501.
De "WittvlUe, (p. v.,) in the e. part, contains a
office,
flouring
Pop.
paper
church, the co. poorhouse, and 133 inhabitants; Ilartfield, (p. v.,) on the lake inlet, contains a
church, gristmill, sawmill, and furnace. Pop. 123. Mag'nolia is a p.o. on the lake, near the 9.
line.
The first settlement was made at Mayville, in 1804, by Dr. Alexander Mclntyre.® The
first church (Bap.) was formed at Mayville, in 1820, by Elder Wilson.'^
;

CHERRY CREEK.—was
of the

CO.,

a

formed from Ellington,

n. of the center.

little

The surface

is

May

4,

1829.

It lies

on the

e.

border

and

hilly in the n. w.,

rolling in the s. e.
Connewango Creek and several

bonder are several small swamps. It is drained by
The soil is clay and a gravelly loam. Cherry Creek, (p. v.,) in the
s.
s. E. part, contains 3 churches, 2 sawmills, and a gristmill.
Pop. 240. The first settlement was
made on Lot 15, in 1812, by Joshua Bentley, from Rensselaer co.* The first religious services

Along the

s.

tributaries, flowing

were held at the house of Ward King, in 1817; the Rev. Mr, Hadley (Bap.) was the

CL.YMER1"—was

first

preacher.'

Mina was taken off in 1824, and
It lies upon the s. border of the co., w. of the center.
The surface is a hilly
The soil is a gravelly
valleys of Brocken Straw Creek and its tributaries.
formed from Chautauqua, Feb.

French Creek in 1829.
upland, broken by the
loam. Considerable lumber

is

still

manufactured.

9,

1821.

Clymer,

(p. v.,)

near the

s.

w. corner, con-

Named

8 Jonathan Smith settled about the same
in honor of Charles Carroll, of Carrollton.
time, near the w.
Laban Case settled on Lot 31. Wni. Akins on Lot 21. in 1807 shore of the lake, and Peter Barnhart, from Peun., on the E.
Akins on Lot 13, in 1818; James Hall on Lot 11, in 1810; shore; Martin Prendergast and Messrs. Griffith and Bemus, also
and Wm. Sears on F.ot 11, in 1811. The first child born was on the E. shore, in 1806. JudgePeacock was also an early settler.
Hamilton Tjler, in 1810 the tirst marriage, that of Win. Bowles John Scott kept the first inn, at Mayville, in 1808, and J. <& M.
and .Terusha Walton, in ISll and the tirst death, that of
Prendergast the first store, in 1811.
' The census
Woodcock, killed by the fall of a tree in 1810. Stephen Rogers
reports 7 churches; 2 Bap., 2 M. E., Cong., Prol.
The first sawmill E., and F. W. Bap.
taught the first school, iu 1813, on Lot 51.
8 Jos. Kent settled on Lot
was built hj' John Kren and Thos. Russell, on Lot 61, in 1811,
9, in 1815, and Willard Cheney on
and the first gristmill by .John Fren, on the same lot, in 1S17. Lot 10, Wm. Weaver on Lot 16, Anson Ilendrick on Lot 16, and
William Sears kept the first inn, on Lot 11, in 1814, and James Cogsdill Brown on Lot 15, in 1816. Reuben Cheney taught the
first school, in 1818; Geo. U. Frost kept the first inn, in 1823,
Hall the first store, on the same lot. in 1824.
8 The
Wm.
village derives its name from its first settler, Maj.Sam'l and Seth Grover the first store, in 1831, at the village.
Madison
co.
in
1810.
from
who
came
in
Kilbourn built the first sawmill, in 1824, on Cherry Creek, near
Sinclear,
* .John
Picket, John Cleveland, Clias. Waterman, and Harvey the village. The first death was that of Lydia Page; she waa
0. Au.stin, from Kastern N. Y.. settled in the w. part in 1809. buried in the woods near the village. Joshua Bentley lost a
The first school was taught at Sinclearville, in the winter of daughter, 2 years old, in 1817, supptised to have been carried
1

2

,

Jas.

;

;

—

1811-12, by Wm. Gilmore. >Iaj. Sinclear kept the first inn, in
1811, and Plumb, Edson & Winsor the first store, in 1817, at
Sinclearville.' Ma.j. Sin<-le,ai- erected the first sawmill, ia 1810,
and the first gristmill, in 1811. on Mill Creek.
» 2 M.
E., 2 Univ., Cong., and Bap.

ofl'

by the Indians.

The census reports 3 churches; 2 Bap. and F. W. Bap.
10 Named in honor of Geo.
Clymer, one of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence.
9
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Clymer Center is a p.o. John Cleveland settled on
Lot 58 in 1820.^ The first religious meeting (Bap.) was held at the house of Mr. Cleveland, in
1820, by Elder Powers. The first church (Bap.) was formed in 1830.^

tains 2 churches and 110 inhabitants.

EliLiERY^—was

A part of Stockton was taken off in
town in the co. The surface is hilly, the highest summits being about 400
ft. above the valleys and 1,000 ft. above Lake Erie.
Chautauqua Lake forms the s. w. boundary,
and into it flow several small streams, which form the principal drainage. The soil is a clay loam
upon the uplands, and a gravelly loam in the valleys. Ellery Center (p. v.) contains a church
and 16 dwellings. Ellery is a p. o. near the shore of the lake. The first settlements were made
on the lake by Wm. Bemus and Jeremiah Griffith, from Rensselaer co., in 1806 the former
located at Bemus Point, and the latter farther s.* The first church (Bap.) was formed in 1809, by
1850.

formed from Chautauqua, Feb. 29, 1821.

It is the central

;

Elder Asa Turner, the

minister.*

first

from Pomfret, June 1, 1812. A part of Busti was taken off in
and Poland in 1882. A part of Busti was annexed in 1845. It is an in-

EliEICOTT^—was formed
1823, Carroll in 1825,
terior town, lying

s.

e. of

the center of the co.

The

Its surface is

a hilly upland, with a gentle inclina-

Chautauqua Lake extends into the s. w. corner and the outlet
flows E. through the s. part of the town, receiving Cassadaga Creek as a tributary
The soil is
a sandy and gravelly loam. Jamestown, (p. v.,) located on the outlet of Chautauqua Lake,
It contains 7 churches, the Jamestown
in the s. part of the town, was incorp. March 6, 1827.
Academy, 2 newspaper offices, 2 banks, the office of the Farmers' Insurance Company, 2 woolen
factories, 2 furnaces, 2 flouring mills, and various other manufacturing establishments, and an

tion toward the

s.

w.

foot of

;

ample water-power. Pop. 1,625. Fluvanna, (p. v.,) at the foot of the lake, near the w. line,
contains a church and 14 dwellings. L<evant is a p.o., on the e. border, at the junction of Cassadaga Creek with the lake outlet. Dexterville is a hamlet. The first settlement was made on

by Wm. Wilson.'' The first church (Cong.) was formed July
by Rev. John Spencer, a missionary preacher from Conn. There are 12 churches in town.®

the outlet of Chautauqua Lake, in 1806,
6,

1816,

EEEIIVGTOJV—was

Cherry Creek was taken off in 1829.
Its surface is an undulating and
Clear Creek flows through near the center, and, with its tributaries, forms the
hilly upland.
principal drainage.
Connewango Creek flows through the n. e. corner. The soil is a sandy and
Ellin^on, (p. v.,) near the center, contains 4 churches, the Ellington Academy,
gravelly loam.
and 2 gristmills. Pop. 487. Clear Creek is a p. o. Jos. Bentley made the first settlement,
on Lot 7, in 1814.^ The first religious services were held at the house of James Bates, in 1817,
by Rev. Daniel Hadley. The F. W. Bap. denomination organized the first church.^"
It lies

upon the

e.

formed from Gerry, April

border of the

co.,

a

little s.

1,

1824.

of the center.

FRENCH CREEK—was formed from Clymer, April 23, 1829.

It is the s. w. corner town
and broken by the deep valley of French Creek. The soil is chiefly
a heavy clay loam. French Creelt is a p. o. in the n. part, and Marvin a p. o. in the s.
Andy Nobles, from Oswego co., made the first settlement, on Lot 44, in 1812.^^ The first religious
meeting was held on Lot 46, in 1818, by Elder Ashford; and the first church (Bap.) was formed
There is no church edifice in town.
in 1821.

of the CO.

The surface

is hilly

1 Wm.
Klce, from Washington co., settled on Lot
Horace and Anson Starkweather, from Vt., on Lot

59, in 1821,
43, in 1822.
birth was that of Patience Russell, in 1823; the first
marriage, that of Walter Freeman and Rowencia Brown, in 1823.
Alvin Williams kept the first inn, in 1826, at the village, John
Stjw the first store, in 1823; and Peter Jacquins built the first
mill, in 1825.

The

-

first

The census reports
and Ref. Prot. D.

5 churches;

2 M.

E., Bap.,

Germ. Evang.

Ref..
»

Named

in honor of

Wm. Ellery,

a signer of the Declaration

of Independence.
Isaac Young, from Genesee co., settled on Lot 3, near the
lake, in 1806. About the same time, or soon after, Dan'l Cheney,
Alanson Weed. Abijah Bennett, John Putnam, and Nahum AlClark Parker, from Washington co..
drich settled in town.
located near the center, in 1810. The first school was taught by
Dr. Cary. in the N. w. part, in 1808. Wm. Bemus kept the first
inn. in 1811, erected the first sa-mnill, in 1808, and the first gristDavid Bellamy kept the first
mill, in 1811, on Bemus Creek.
store, at the center, in 1830.
s The census
3
churches
;
Bap., M. E., and Univ.
reports
• Named from
Joseph EUicott, agent of the Holland Land

Company.
' Thomas R.
Kennedy and Edward Works located upon the
Outlet, in 1807, and Wilson EUicott, Jas. Culbertson, and Geo.
W. Fenton, in ISOS. Edward Works built the first sawmill, in

—

1808, and the first gristmill, in 1809, this being the first improvement of the water-power of the Outlet. The first school
was taught in the house of John Bloover, in 1815, by Rev.
8 2 M.
E.,Cong., Presb., Prot. E., Bap., F. W. Bap., Christian,
Wes. Meth., Luth., Univ., and R. C.
8
Among the other early settlers were Jas. Bates, from Mass.,
Sam'l McConnel, from Cayuga co., and Joshua Bentley, jr., from
Rensselaer co., in 1816; Simon Lawrence, from Vt., Abncr Bates
and Ward King, from Mass., in 1817. The first child born was
Simon Lawrence, jr.. in 1817 ; the first marriage, that of Rufus
Hitchcock and Rauah Hadley, in 1817; and the first death,
that of Mr. Hitchcock, who fell from a building and was killed
six weeks after his marriage. Jas. Bates kept the first inn, at
Ellington Village, in 1814, and Lewis Holbrook the first store,

in 1821.
in 1821.
10

M.

Ward King

built the first gristmill, near the village,

The census reports 5 churches

E.,

;

Bap., Christian, Presb.,

and F. W. Bap.

" John

Cleveland settled on Lot 31, in 1812; Roswell Coe on
Lot 39. and Nath'l Thompson on Lot 9. in 1813; and I'aul Colbourn, from Oneida co., on Lot 44, in 1814. The first death wag
that of a son of Nath'l Thompson, drowned in French Creek.
The first school was taught by
Cbitsey, in 1818. William
Graves kept the first inn, and built the first gristmill, in 1822;
and John Dodge opened the first store, in one end of the gristmiU.
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formed from Pomfret, June 1, 1812. Ellington was taken
an interior town, lying a little e. of the center of the

It is

off in 1824,

The

co.

and

surface

is a hilly upland, the
highest summits, in the n. e. corner, being 900 ft. above Lake Erie. It is
drained by Cassadaga Creek and its tributaries. Mill Creek, and several smaller streams. The
soil is a clay loam upon the
uplands, and a sandy loam in the valleys. There are several sulphur
springs in town. Upon Lot 44, s.w. of the center of the town, a gas spring has been found; and
the owner, James H. Mix, uses the gas for lighting his house. Buckllus Corners,

(Vermont
The first settlement was made in 1811, by John
Love, jr. and Stephen Jones, in the n. w. part.^ The first religious meeting was held in the spring
of 1818, by Elder Jonathan Wilson. The first religious association (M. E.) was formed in 1819,
and drew the lot appropriated by the Holland Land Company for religious purposes.
They

p. 0.,) in the

s.

part, contains 23 dwellings.

erected a church a

little

w. from the center, the only one

now

in town.

—

HAIVOVER was formed from Pomfret, June 1, 1812. Villenova was taken off in 1823, and
a part of Sheridan in 1827. It lies upon Lake Erie, in the n. e. corner of the co. A part of Cattaraugus Indian Reservation lies in the n. e. part of the town^ The surface along the lake is level
or undulating, and in the center and s. it is hilly, with an inclination toward the n.
Cattaraugus
Creek forms a portion of the n. boundary. Silver Creek flows in a n. w. direction through the
town into Lake Erie, receiving Walnut Creek at its mouth,^ and several other tributaries. The soil
is clay and gravelly loam.
Silver Creek, (p. v.,) upon the lake shore, at the mouth of Silver
it contains 2 churches, a bank, a
Creek, was incorp. June 8, 1848
weekly newspaper office, 2
and various other manufacturing establishments. Pop. 652. Lake vessels
were formerly built at this place,* the first by Ira Fairchild, in 1816. Irving', (p. v.,) on Cat;

mills, 2 tanneries,

—

taraugus Creek, near

Pop. 404.

entrance into the lake, contains 2 churches, a gristmill, and 2 sawmills.
the mouth of the creek is a harbor admitting of the entrance of vessels. Smith

At

its

from the center, contains a flouring mill, a distillery, and 22 dwellings.
the s. w. part, was incorp. April 4, 1849. It contains 2 churches, 2 gristIt is a station on the N. Y. & Erie R. R.
mills, and 2 sawmills. Pop. 540.
IVasllville, (p.v.,) in
the s. E. part, contains 2 churches and 26 dwellings. Hanover is a hamlet. Amos Cottle settled at the mouth of Cattaraugus Creek in 1797.*
The first religious meetings (Bap.) were held
ty Rev. Joy Handy, in 1811 and the first church (M.E.) was organized in 1816, at Forestville.^

Mills,

a

(p.v.,)

Forest ville,

little s.

(p. v.,) in

;

HARMO]\Y —was taken from Chautauqlia, Feb.

A part of Busti was taken off in
14, 1816.
w. of the center. The surface is a moderately
hilly upland, the highest summits being about 900 ft. above Lake Erie.
Chautauqua Lake forms
the N. E. boundary. It is drained by Goose Creek and several smaller streams,
flowing n. into the
The soil is clay, yellow and gravelly
lake, and by Little Brocken Straw Creek, flowing s. to Penn.
loam. Quarries of a fine quality of sandstone for building purposes are found in several localities.
Astaville, (Harmony p. o.,) on Goose Creek, near Chautauqua Lake, contains 3 churches, a gristmill and sawmill. Pop. 247.
(p. v.,) upon Little Brocken Straw Creek, near the
1823.

It lies

upon the

border of the

s.

co.,

a

little

Panama,

center, contains

Stedman
1806, by

is

Block ville

4 churches and 500 inhabitants.

a p.

Reuben

o.

The

in the n. part of the town.

Slayton, from Otsego

co.''

The

first

first

20 dwelling's.

(p.v.) contains

settlement was

made on Lot

religious meeting (Bap.)

43, in

was held

in a

schoolhouse at Blockville, by Rev. Simon Bowers.*
1 Named from
Elbridge Gerry, a signer of the Declaration of
Independence.
* Jesse
Dexter, David Cobb, and Hufth B. Patterson were

among the early settlers. The town settled slowly until after
the close of the war in 1815, when the settlements progressed
rapidly. The first death was that of Alva Eaton, who was killed
by the fidl of a tree in the spring of 1818. Jas. Bucklin kept
the first inn. in 1820, and Howard B. Blodget the first store, in
1826, at Bucklins Corners. John Hines and Wm. Newton erected
the first sawmill, on Cassadaga Creek, in the s. w. part, in 1819,
and the first gristmill, in 1822.
8 Named from a
gigantic walnut tree that grew near its
mouth. This tree was 9 ft. in diameter and 2" ft. in circumference. It was cut into sections and sold as curiosities.
* The steamboat W. F. B.
Taylor was built hero in 18.'36.
*
Among the first settlers were Wm. Sidney and Capt. Rosecrantz.in 1801; Sylvanus Maybee, Benj. Kinyon, and Amos Avery,
at the mouth of Cattaraugus'Creek, Nathan'Cass, from
Boston, Jehiel More and .Jonas Green, at Forestville. in lso.5
Abel Cleveland and David Dickerson, in 1802 John E. Howard, in 1S06 ami
Artemus U. Clotliier, in 1809,— all at Silver Creek. The first child
born was Caroline Sidney, in ISOi; the first marriage, that of
:

;

;

Richard Smith and Sally Mack, in 1807
tliat

Wm.

of

and the fir>t deatu
Sidney, in Jan. 1807. John Mack kept the first
mouth of Cattaraugus Creek, and Parker
;

,

inn, in 1807, at the

Brownell the first store, in 1811. Abel Cleveland and David
Dickerson built the first sawmill, in 1804. and the first gristmill,
in 1806, at Silver Creek.
In 1805 Mr. Dickerson erected a saw
mill at Silver Creek, to which he attached a mortar and pestle,
for the |iurposp of pounding corn for food.
Moore erected
a gristmill at Forestville about the same period.
* There are 8 churches in town
4 M. E., 3 Bap., and Presb.
' Daniel B.
Carpenter, from Washington co., settled on Lot 64,
in 1806
Jonathan Cheney on Lot 52, in 1807 Theron BIy, fioni
Otsego CO., on Lot 44, and Wm. Mattison on Lot 52, in 1811 ;
and Jas. Carpenter on Lot 56, in 1816. The first child born was
Thos. Slayton, in Nov. 1807; the first marriage, that of Reuben
Slayton andCIaris.sa Slayton, in 1808; and the first death, that
of Thomas Slayton, Nov. 26, 1807. Eben Pratt taught the first
school, in 1817; Jas. McCallen kept the first inn, in 1816, on Lot
43; .and Tibbets & Kellogg the first store, on the same lot, in
1818. Reuben Slayton built the first sawmill, on Lot 43, in 1818.
8 The census
reports 9 churches 5 M. E , 3 Bap., and Presb
;

;

;

;
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KIAjVTOIVE —was

formed from Carroll, Nov.

It lies upon the s. border of the CO.,
16, 1853.
undulating in the e., and hilly in the w. The highest summits
are about 100 ft. above Chautauqua Lake.
Connewango Creek forms the greater part of the e.
boundary. Kiantone and Stillwater Creeks are the other principal streams. The soil is a clay
loam intermixed with gravel. Kiantone (p. v.) contains about 20 dwellings. The first settle-

The surface

the center.

E. of

is

The first religious meeting was held at the
1, in 1807, by Robt. Russel.^
house of Joseph Akins, in 1814, by Rev. Mr. Smith and the first church (Cong.) was formed in
There are 3 churches in town ; Cong., M. E., and Univ.
1815.
ment was made on Lot

;

MliVA—was

taken from Clymer, March 23, 1824.

Sherman was taken

off in 1832.

the central town upon the w. border of the co. Its surface is rolling and hilly.
streams are French and several smaller creeks, flowing s. and w. Findleys Lake
of water in the
p. 0.,)

a

little

s.

E.

w. part.

The

soil is

a clay and gravelly loam.

of the center, contains 15 dwellings

;

and

It is

The
is

principal
a fine sheet

31iua Corners, (Mina

Findleys talie,

(p. v.,)

near the

Friends

outlet of the lake, 20 dwellings.
is a p.o. in the s. w. part.
The first settlement
was made on Lot 52, in 1816, by Alex. Finley, from Penn., originally from Ireland.^ The first
religious services (Ref. Prot. D.) were held in the barn of Benj. Hazen, by Rev. Mr. Bradley,

The
was erected in

in 1826.

first

and only church

(Ref. Prot. D.)

was formed

in 1853,

and the church

edifice

1857.

POIjAIVD—was

formed from

It lies on the e. border of the co., s.
Ellicott, April 9, 1832.
a hilly upland, divided into several distinct ridges. The principal
streams are Connewango and Cassadaga Creeks, which form a junction near the s. line. The
Considerable lumber is still manufactured. Falconer,^ (p-'^->)
soil is a clay and sandy loam.
on Connewango Creek, contains a church, gristmill, sawmill, and 23 dwellings. Poland Cen-

of the center.

Its surface is

ter

The

is

a

p. 0.

first

settlement

was made

Thos. R. Kennedy, from Meadville, Penn.*
at Falconer.

at Falconer,

A church

on the Connewango, in 1805, by Dr.
the only one in town is located

(Union)

—

—

POMFKET—

was formed from Chautauqua, March 11, 1808. Ellicott, Gerry, and Hanover
were taken off in 1812, a part of Sheridan in 1827, and parts of Arkwright in 1829 and '30. It lies
upon Lake Erie, a little e. of the center of the co. A strip of comparatively level land extends
along the lake, and the remaining part of the surface is a rolling upland, the higher summits
being 700 to 800 ft. above the lake. It is principally drained by Canadaway Creek and several
smaller streams flowing into the lake. Several small branches of Cassadaga Creek take their
rise in the s. part.
The soil is a clay and gravelly loam. Quarries of excellent building stone
are found along the lake shore. Dunkirli.,^ (p. v.,) on Lake Erie, was incorp. May 15, 1837.
It has a
It is a commercial port upon the lake, and the w. terminus of the N. Y. & Erie R. R.
fine harbor, and commodious wharves and warehouses for the accommodation of the large amount
of commerce that centers here during the season of navigation.^ The r. r. company have also
extensive warehouses, work and repair shops, and accommodations for an immense freighting
and
business. The port is the most important one on the lake between Buffalo and Cleveland
regular lines of steam propellers run in connection with the r. r. The village contains a bank,
4 churches, 2 newspaper ofiices, a union school, several machine shops and furnaces, and a
brewery and distillery. Pop. 4,754. Fredonla, (p. v.,) upon Canadaway Creek,' 3 mi. s. of
Dunkirk, was incorp. May 2, 1829. It contains 4 churches, the Fredonia Academy, 2 banks, 2
weekly newspapers, 3 floui-ing mills, 2 furnaces, and various other manufacturing establishments.
The celebrated "Fredonia Garden Seeds" are raised and put up at this place.* Pop. 2,004.
;

1 James Hall settled on Lot 28, in 1810.
The first school was
taught by Stephen Rogers, in 1814. Jas. Hall kept the first
store, on Lot 28, and Wm. Sears the first inn. on Lot 11. Robert
Eussel built the first sawmill, on Kiantone Creek.
2 Aaron
Whitney, from Dunnville, Canada, settled on Lot 59,
Zina Keekford on Lot 28, and Roger Haskill on Lot 30, in 1821
James Ottawa)', from Kent co., England, on Lot 14, in 1823.
The tirst birth was thr.t of a daughter of Nathaniel Throop. in
1823; the first marriage, that of Isaac Stedman and Nancy Wilcox, in April, 1820 and the first death, that of the mother of
The first school was taught by
Nathaniel Throop, in 1825.
Elisha More, near Finleys Mills, in 1826. CuUin Barnes kept
the first inu, on Lot 20. in 1827, and Horace Biookway the first
Alex. Finley built the first mill, in
Kt<ire, in 1824, on Lot 52.
1824, on the outlet of Finleys Lake.
3
Formerly known as •'Kenncdi/i-itle."
* Edward Shillitto settled aV)0ut the .=ame time at the mills on
the Connewango; Araasa Ives, Isaac Young.
Owen.s,
llijes, Jos. and i)a&iel Wheeler, Nicholas DoUotf, and Joshua
;

;

Dr. T. R Kennedy erected the
also early settlers.
sawmill, in 1805, and the first gristmill, in 1806. on the ConThe first lumber rafted down the AUegany was
made at Dr. Kennedy's mill.
6
Formerly called "Chadwicks Bay" from the first settler.
6 At this
port were received, in 1857,242,957 bids, flour, 38.532
bbls. whisker, 20,153 bbls. beef, pork, and bacon. 93,448 bush,
wheat, 114.652 bush, corn, 2,152.800 lbs. wool, 1,208,400 lbs. butter,
9.236 head of cattle, 10,782 sheep, and 10,865 hogs.
'
Upon the banks of the creek—just below the bridge, in the
is a spring of carburetted hydrogen gas. yielding about
village
10,000 cubic ft. of gas every 24 hours. This gas is collected in
a gasometer and distributed in pipes, affording sufficient light
for about one-half of the village. About one mi. E. of the village
the gas oozes from the shale rocks on the banks of the creek over
the space of an acre. The amount of gas escaping here is sui>posed to be much greater than at the spring in the village, aiul
a company has been formed to collect it for use.
8 Over 600 acres of land are devoted to this business.

Woodard were
first

newango.

—

.
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on Saw Creek, near the e. border, contains 2 churches, a paper mill, saw and
and 406 inhabitants. Bl'igbaitl, in the s. part, is a p. o. Slllllllla is a hamlet,
near the s. e. corner. David Eason and Thomas McClintock, from Penn., settled at Fredonia, in
The first church (Bap.) was organized Oct. 20, 1808, at the house of Judge Cushing.''
1804.1

Liaona,

(p. v.,)

grist mill,

PORTLAIVO— was

formed from Chautauqua, April 9, 1813. Ripley was taken off in 1817,
It lies upon Lake Erie, a little w. of the center of the co.
Its
surface is level along the lake shore, but broken and hilly in the center and w. Its streams are
small creeks and brooks flowing into Lake Erie.
The soil is a clay and gravellj^ loam
Ceilterville, (Portland p. o.,) near the center, contains 2 churches and 233 inhabitants;
Salem, (Brockton p. o.,) in the n. e. part, contains 2 churches and 258 inhabitants. The first
settlement was made a little w. of the center, by Capt. Jas. Dunn, in 1805.* The first religious
meeting was held at the house of Capt. Dunn, in 1810, by Kev. John Spencer, who afterward
organized the first church (Cong.) in 1817.*

and a part of

AVestfield in 1829.

RIPL.EY5—was

formed from Portland, March

1817.

1,

A part of Westfield was taken off

in

upon Lake Erie, in the n. w. corner of the co. Its surface is level along the lake
The highest summits are 800 ft. above the lake^ It is
shore, and broken and hill}"- in the s. e.
drained by Twenty Mile Creek and its tributaries and a large number of small streams flowing
into the lake.
The soil is a clay and gravelly loam. Along the lake shore are several valuable
stone quarries.
Quincy, (Ripley p. o.,) about 1 mi. e. of the lake, contains 2 churches and 289
1829.

It lies

inhabitants.

State Line

a station on the B.

is

of the State, settled at Quincy in 1804.

The first

Nathan Wisner, by Rev. Samuel Wisner,

SHERIDAX —was

& E.

R. R.

Josiah Farnsworth, from the e. part
were held at the house of

religious services (Bap.)

in 1806; the first church (Presb.)

formed from Pomfret and Hanover, April

was formed

16, 1827.

in 1820.®

It lies

upon the

shore of Lake Erie, e. of the center of the co. The surface is level in the n. w., and hilly in the
B. e., with a gradual inclination toward the lake.
nearly perpendicular bluff, 50 to 200 ft. high,
extends along the lake shore. It is drained by Scotts Creek, and several smaller streams, flowing

A

The soil is a clay loam, mixed in some parts with gravel. Sberidaii Center
2 churches and 20 dwellings.
The first settlements were made on Lot 17, at the
The first religious meeting (Presb.) was held
center, by Francis "Webber, from Mass., in 1804.''
at the house of Orsamus Holmes, by Rev. John Spencer, in 1807 ; and the first church (Presb.)
into

Lake

Erie.

(p. V.) contains

was organized by Mr. Spencer,

in 1816.*

SIIERM ART^—was formed from Mina,
center of the co.

The

surface

is

drained by French Creek and
is manufactured in the town.

is

April 17, 1832. It

rolling and hilly, broken
its tributaries.
The soil

lumber

Sberman,

is

an interior town, lying

s.

w. of the

by the deep ravines of the streams. It
Considerable
is clay and sandy loam.

(p. v.,) in

the n., contains 4 churches, a grist-

and several manufacturing establishments. Pop. 401. Center Sherman
Pleasant Valley and Tfaits Corners are hamlets. In 1824,'° Alanson Weed

a

mill, sawmill,

is

p. 0.

seir

1

Low

Barnes,
Minegar, Benj. Barrett, Zattu Gushing,
Geer settled, in 1S04 and "U5, at and near
and
Timothy Goulding settled 1 mi. w. of the harbor, in

Cole,

Fredonia.
1808.

Solomon Chadwick located at Dunkirk

in 1809,

and

Gaylord, Daniel Pier, and Luther Goulding soon after. Samuel
Perry brought the first vessel into the harbor, in 1810. The
first death was that of a daughter of Oliver Woodcock. 12 years
of age, killed by the fall of a tree in 1808. The first school was
taught by Samuel Perry, at Fredonia, in the winter of 1808-09.
Thos. MtClintock kept the first inn, in 1809, and E. Risley the
first store, in 1808, at Fredonia.
Baker, Berry & Co. built the
first sawmill and gristmill, in 1807, on Canadaway Creek.
2 The census
reports 11 churches ; 3 Bap., 2 Prot. E., 2 Presb.,
2 M. E., Christian, and R. C.
8 In 1806, Nathan, Elisha, and Nath'l
Fay settled on Lot 25,
Peter Kane on Lot 38, John Price on Lot 34, David Eason on Lot
The first birth
87, and Benj. Hutchins in the same vicinity.
was that of George W. Dunn, Jan. 18, 1807 the first marriage,
that of Absalom Harris and Polly Kane, in 1810; and the first
death, that of Mrs. Nathan Fay, in 1807. The first school was
taught by Anna Katon, on the premises of Capt. Dunn, in the
Bummer of 1810. The first inn was kept ncarCentcrville, liy Capt.
Dunn, in 18u6, and the first store by Thos. Clump, in 1817, in
the w. part of the town. Moses Sage and Wm. Dunham built
the first sawmills, near the lake shore. The first gristmill was
built at Salem.
* The census
reports 6 churches 2 Bap., 2 M. E., Prot. Meth.,
and Cong.
5 Named in honor of Gen. Eleazur W.
Ripley. Among the other
early settlers were Perry G. Ellsworth, on Lot 12, near Quincy,
Samuel Truesdail, near the Penn. liue, Alexander Cochrane, on
;

;

Lot 10, and Wm. Alexander, all of whom came in 1S04 Silas
Baird settled on Lot 6, and Ira Loomis in town, in 1800; Chas.
Forsyth in 1S08. The first school was taught by Ann Riddle, a
little w. of Quincy, in 1810.
The first inn was kept near tho
State line, by Sam'l Truesdail, in 1805.
6 The census
reports 5 churches ; 2 Presh., M. E., Bap., anu
Union.
' Jerrard
Griswold, John Walker, Orsamus and Alansou
Holmes, and Uriah Lee, from Eastern New York, settled near
the center in 1804-()5; Wm. Griswold, from Conn., on Lot
iu
1805 and Rev. John Spencer, from Conn., at the center, in 1807
The first birth was that of Jos. Ellicott, son of Alanson Holmes,
in the spring of 1805; the first marriage, that of Benj. Parrows
and Betsey Stebbins, in 1807-08 and the first death, that of
Alanson Holmes, in the fall of 1805. The first school was taught
by Wm. Griswold, in the winter of 1808-09, at his own house.
Orgemus Holmes kept the first inn, w. of the center, in 180S. and
Elisha Gray the first store, the same year. Haven Brigham built
the first gristmill, in 1807, on Brighams Creek.
8 The census
reports 3 churches; Presb., Bap., and Wes. Jleth.
® Named in
honor of Roger Sherman, one of the signers ot the
Declaration of Independence.
w In the same year, Harvey W.Goff settled on Lot 30, Lester
R. Dewey on Lot 31, Otis Skinner on Lot 32, and Hiram N
Oleason on Lot 24. The first child born was Aniasa Durmas,
in 1824; the fii-gt marriane, that of Lester R. Dewey and Fanny
Patterson, in 1825; and the fir.st death, that of
Arnold, in
1820. Otis .'^kinner taught the first school, in his own house, in
1828. Josiah Keeler kfjpt the first store and inn, on Lot 27, in
1827. Alanson Weed erected the first mill, on Lot 30 inl;25.
;

.'.-O.

;

;
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on Lot 31. The first religious meeting (Bap.) was held at the house
by Elder Spencer and the first church (Cong.) was formed in 1826.^
tied

of Jonathan Reynolds,

;

STOCRTOJV^—was

formed from Chautauqua, Feb. 9, 1821. A part of Ellery was annexed
an interior town, lying a little n. of the center of the co. Its surface is a rolling
and hilly upland. Cassadaga and Bear Lakes, two small bodies of water near the n. border, give
These streams unite in the s. part of the town. The soil
rise to Cassadaga and Bean Creeks.
in 1850.

It is

upon the upland is a clay loam, and in the valleys a sandy loam. Delanti, (Stockton p. o.,)
near the center, contains 3 churches, a grist and saw-mill, and 180 inhabitants. Ca.ssa.dag'a,
in the n. e. corner, contains a church, a sawmill, and 151 inhabit(p.v.,) upon Cassadaga Lake,

Soutll Stockton, in the s. e. part, and Oreg'On, in the s., are p. offices. The first
was made in the s. part of the town, in 1810, by Shadrack Scofield, David Waterbury,
and Henry "Walker, from Saratoga co.' The first church (Bap.) was organized in the s. part, in
ants.

settlement

1815.*

VILiLfEXOVA—was

taken from Hanover, Jan. 24, 1823. A part of Arkwright was taken
upon the e. border of the co., n. of the center. Its surface is rolling in the
The highest summit is 900 ft. above Lake Erie.
s. E., and broken and hilly in the center and n.
Two small lakes one on the n. and the other on the w. border form the sources of the two
branches of Connewango Creek, which unite in the s. E. corner. The soil is a clay and gravelly
loam. Omar, (Hamlet p. o.,) a little s. w. of the center, contains 2 churches, a grist and saw
Villenova is a p. o. at Connewango Forks, in the s. e. part. The
mill, and 181 inhabitants.
first settlement was made in 1810, on Lot 3, by Daniel Whipple, from Herkimer co., originally
from Mass.^ The first religious meeting was held by Rev. Mr. Dunham; and the first church
(M. E.) was formed in 1812. There are 3 churches in town; M. E., Wes. Meth., and F. W. Bap.
ofi"

in 1829.

It lies

—

—

1VESTFIEL.D—was

formed from Portland and Ripley, March 19, 1829. It lies upon Lake
The surface is level or rolling along the lake, and hilly in the
center and s. It is drained by Chautauqua and Little Chautauqua Creeks and several smaller
streams flowing into the lake. The soil is a clay and gravelly loam. Westfleld,® (p. v.,) upon
Chautauqua Creek, about 2 mi. from the lake, was incorp. April 19, 1833. It contains 4 churches,
2 banks, a weekly newspaper, the Westfield Academy, an agricultural implement factory, a hardware factory, woolen factory, cotton mill, and 3 flouring mills. Pop. 1,433. Barcelona,
Tolusia is a p. o. in the s. part
(p. V.,) a port of entry upon the lake, contains 169 inhabitants.
of the town. The first settlement was made in 1801, by Edward McHenry, from Penn.^ The first
church (Presb.) was organized in 1807, by Rev. John Linsley.'
Erie, w. of the center of the co.

1 The census
and Univ.
2

Named

in

reports 5 churches ; Cong., Bap., F. W. Bap.,

M. E.,

first sawmill, in 1815, on the Connewango, below the
and a gristmUl was attached in 1818.
The business of this place was ruined by the finishing of the
N. Y. & Erie R. R. to Dunkirk. A lighthouse here is lighted by
gas obtained from a gas spring, on the bank of the creek, abont

erected the

Forks

honor of Richard Stockton, a signer of the De-

claration of Independence.

Wm.

SThefirstchild born was
Walker, Aug. 25. 1811. Abigail
first school, in the s. part, in the summer of
1815. The first inn was kept by Ichabod Fisher, at Cassadaga,
in 1811. and the first store by James Haywood, at Delanti. in
1817. Hines, Lazell & Nelson built the first gristmill, at Delanti. on Bean Creek, in 1819.
* The census
reports 6 churches; 3 Bap., Cong., Christian, and
TJniv.
6
Among the other early settlers were Daniel Wright, from
Herkimer co., on Lot 19, Yilleroy Balcomb, John Kent, and Eli
Arnold. The first child born was Electa Whipple. May 5, 1812;
the first marriage, that of .Tas. MafBt and Mary Dighton; and
Mrs. Battles
the first death, that of John Arnold, in 1811.
taught the fii-st school, in her own house, near Wrights Corners,
in 1815. Norris & Grover kept the first store, and Villeroy Balcomb the first inn, at Wrights Corners, in 1829. John Kent

Dnrfey taught the

;

6

a mile distant.
'
Among the other early settlers were Arthur Bell and James
Montgomery, from Penn., who located a little w. of Westfield Village, Abraham Fredrick, from Penn., on Lot 71, and Dan'l Kinkaid, on Lot 14, all in 1802 and Gen. .lohn and Jas. McMahan,
on the present site of the village, in 1803. The first child bom
was John McIIenry. in 1802 the first marriage, that of James
Montgomery and Sarah Taylor, June 30, 1805 and the first
death, that of Edward McHenry, drowned by the upsetting of
a small boat on Lake Erie, in 1803. John McMahan elected the
first sawmill and gristmill, in 1804, on and near the mouth of
Chautauqua Creek. Edward McHenry kept the first inn, in
1802, and Jas. Atkins the first store, in 1808, at Westfield VilThe first school was taught by Wm. Murray, ip 1803.
lage.
8 The census
reports 7 churches ; 2 M. E., Presb., Prot. E.,
Wes. Meth., Bap., and Univ.
;

:

;
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dtcellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Chautauqua County.
Acres op Land.

Names of Towns.

Arkwright
Busti
Carroll

Charlotte

Chautauqua...
Cherry Creek.

Clymer
EUery
EUicott
Ellington

French Creek.,
Gerry

Hanover

Harmony
Kiantoue

Mina
Poland
Pomfret
Portland
Ripley
Sheridan

Sherman
Stockton
Villenova
Westfield
Total

,

1

CHEMUNG COUNTY.
This county was formed from Tioga, March 29, 1836.^ A portion
was taken off in 1854. It lies upon the s. border of the
State, is centrally distant 158 mi. from Albany, and contains 406
Its surface is principally a hilly upland broken by the
sq. mi.
deep ravines of the streams. The highest points are 400 to GOO ft.
above the valleys and 1300 to 1500 ft. above tide. The ridges extend
in a general N. and s. direction, and have steep declivities and broad
and rolling summits. A deep valley, extending s. from Seneca
Lake, divides the highlands into two general systems, and forms an
easy communication between the Susquehanna Valley and the cenof Schuyler

'

tral portions of the State.

Chemung River

flows

s. e.

through the

s.

part of the co. and cuts the ridges diagonally. Wide alluvial flats,
Catharine Creek flows n.
bordered by steep hillsides, extend along nearly its whole course.
The other principal
through the central valley and discharges its waters into Seneca Lake.
streams, all tributaries of the Chemung, are Post, Sing Sing,'^ Newtown, Goldsmith, Wynkoops,'
and Cayuta Creeks from the N., and Hendy and Seely Creeks from the s. The valleys of these
streams are generally narrow, and are bordered by steep hills. The valleys of the smaller streams
are mere ravines and guUeys.

The principal rocks in the co. belong to the shales and sandstones of the Chemung group. In
the N. part the rocks of the. Portage group are exposed in the ravines. The sandstone is quarried
in several places, and furnishes a good quality of stone for building and flagging.
Bog iron ore and
marl are found to a limited extent. The soil is a gravelly and sandy loam, intermixed in some
The highlands are best
places with clay. The valleys are covered with a deep, rich alluvium.
adapted to pasturage. The people are principally engaged in agriculture. Until within a few
years, lumbering has formed a leading pursuit ;* but since the disappearance of the fine forests this
Since the combusiness has been mostly superseded by stock and wool growing and dairying.
pletion of the railroads and canals, commerce and manufactures have received considerable attention,

although they are

The county

still

subordinate to the agricultural interests of the oo.
upon Chemung River.^ The courthouse and jail are located

seat is located at Elmira,

near the center of the village, e. of the canal. The jail is poorly arranged, and in construction it
meets neither the requirements of humanity nor the law. The average number of inmates is 12,
kept at a cost of $2 50 per week each. The poorhouse is located upon a farm of 180 acres in the

town of Horseheads, on the line of Erin. The average number of inmates is 70, supported at a
cost of § .80 each per week.
The farm yields a revenue of §1000.* The Chemung Canal extends
s. from Seneca Lake
through the central valley to Chemung River at Elmira, forming a direct

A

connection with the great chain of internal water navigation of the State.
navigable feeder
from Corning, Steuben co., forms a junction with the canal on the summit level at Horseheads
Village,

where the

Chemung

Junction Canal extends several mi. along the Chemung, affording navigation at points
river is obstructed
by rapids and narrows. The New York & Erie R. R. extends along
River through Chemung, Southport, Elmira, and Big Flats. The Chemung R. R. extends

from Ehnira through Horseheads and Veteran. The Williamsport & Elmira R. R. extends
from Elmira through Southport into Penn., forming a direct line to Philadelphia,
Two daily and 2 weekly newspapers are published in this co.'

N.

1 Name derived from the
principal river, signifies "Big horn,"
Horn in the water." It is called by the Dela wares Con-ongue, a word of the same signification. These names were applied to the stream in consequence of numbers of immense deers'
horns having from time to time been discovered in the water. In
his "Views of Elmira," Solomon South wick says that the Indian
name of the Chemung was Con-e-wa-wa, signifying " a head on

or "

a pole."

Named from .Tohn Sing Sing, a friendly Indian.
Named from Wm. Wynkoop, an early settler.
For many years 10.000.000 ft. of pine lumber were floated
down the Chemung and Susquehanna from Elmira annually.
"
s
Upon the erection of Tioga co. Elmira, then JVewtoivn," was
made half-shire; and upon the erection of Chemung co. in 1836
2

*
*

was designated as the county seat, and the old co. buildings
were taken for the use of the new co. The first co. officers were

it
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s.

Joseph L. Darling, First Judge; Andrew K. Gregg, District Attorney ; Isaac Baldwin, County Clerk; Albert A. Beckwitb,
Sheriff; and Lyman Covill, Surrogate.
* The
poorhouse is entirely inadequate for the comfort or
health of the inmates. Many insane persons are confined, without proper care or medical attendance. No school is kept, but
at proper age the children are bound out.
' 27ie
Telegraph, the first paper published in tlie co.. was established at ' Kewtmvn" (now Elmira.) by Prindle & Murphy
at an early period. In 1816 it was issued as
The Vidette by Prindle & Murphy, and subsequently by Wm.

Murphy.

was commenced at Elmira, in 1820, by Job
Smith. In 1822 its name was clianged to
The Tinga Brgisffr. and in 1828 to
Gazette, and its publication was continued

The

Investigator

The Elmira
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In 1779, Gen. Sullivan and his

army entered the co. from the s. by the way of Chemung
Below "Newtown Point" (now Elmira) he encamped and threw up a breastwork, which
was afterward called Fort Sullivan. At this point he first encountered the Indians and tories in
The Indians wore commanded by Brant, and
force, and on the 29th of Aug. a battle ensued.
the tories were led by Cols. Butler and Johnson. After an obstinate engagement of two hours, the
enemy gave way at all points and fled, and no more resistance was oifered to the advance of the
American army. The first settlements were made from 1787 to 1790, by immigrants from Penn.,
who had accompanied Sullivan in his expedition. They located principally in the valley of the
Chemung, at Elmira, Southport, and Big Flats. Soon after, settlements were made at Catlin and
Veteran, by immigrants from Conn. at Erin, by Dutch and Scotch from N. J. and Del. and at
Chemung, by immigrants from Lancaster co., Penn.^ The portion of the co. lying s. of the Chemung River was included in a royal grant made previous to 1775. The remaining parts of the co.
were included in the Watkins and Flint purchase.
Piiver.

;

;

B AIiDTFIIV^—was

formed from Chemung, April 7, 1856. It lies s. e. of the center of the
and a narrow strip extends to the e. border. Its surface is a hilly upland, broken by the deep
The soil upon the hills is a clayey and shaly loam
valleys of Baldwin and Wynkoop Creeks.
underlaid by hardpan, and in the valleys a gravelly loam.
Corners (North
Chemung p. o.) contains a church, tannery, and 18 houses. Henry Sice made the first settlement,
a little X. of the village, in 1813, and Warren and Charles Granger settled at the village in 1814.^
The only church in town (Union) was formed in 1852, by Dr. Murdock, the first preacher.
CO.,

Hammonds

BIG FIiATS —was

formed from Elmira, April 16, 1822. It lies upon the w. border of the
a broken upland in the x. and s., separated by a wide
intervale or flat, which extends n. e. from the Chemung through the center and gives name to the
town. Chemung River receives several small tributaries from the n., the principal of which is
CO., s.

of the center.

Its surface consists of

Sing Sing Creek. The soil is a slaty loam upon the hills, and a productive gravelly loam in the
Tobacco is raised in considerable quantities upon the flats.*
Flats, (p. v.,) situvalleys.
ated in the valley near the w. border of the town, is a station upon the N. Y. & Erie R. R.
Pop.

Big

180.

The

first

settlement

was made by Christian Miner, from Penn., in
Rev. Roswell GoS"was the firsff preacher.^

The

1787.^

first

church

(Bap.) was formed in 1807.

—

CA-TIjIIV was formed from Catharines, Schuyler co., April 16, 1823. It is the n.w. corner
town of the co. The surface is a hilly upland, the highest summits being 200 to 400 feet above the
The principal streams are Post and Sing Sing Creeks and Hubbards Run. The soil is
valleys.
There is no village or church in town.
chiefly a gravelly loam, and is best adapted to grazing.
by Mr. Smith

until 1831.

It

was successively issued by

TUe Daily Press was

commenced

in 185&,

by Dumas, Van

Brinton Paine, Cyrus Pratt, Pratt & Beardsley, Mason &
Gilder & Paine, its presenLpublishers.
Rhodes, Geo. W. Mason, and Wm. C. Mason, until 1857, The Temperance Gem (mo.) was puBiished at ^Elmira about 1830.
1 Louis
when it passed into the hands of S. C. Taber, by whom
Philippe, the Duke de Nemours, and the Duke de Bern,
visited Elmira in 1797, having traveled on foot to that place
it is still published.
The Elmira Republican was commenced in 1820, and in 1828 it from Canandaigiia, a distance of 70 mi. They went down the
was changed to
river to Harrisburgh upon an ark.
2 Named from Baldwin
The Elmira Whig, and published by James Durham. In 1829
Creek, which received its name fron
it was chanf;ed again to
Isaac, Walter, and Thomas Baldivin, brothers, who settled at an
The Elmira Republican, and issued by C. Morgan. It was soon early period at the mouth of the creek. It was formerly called
Butlers Creek. Thev were attached to Gen. Sullivan's expediafter called
Tin Elmira Republican and Canal Adverti$er. In 1831 it passed tion against the Indians in 1778-79, and Walter was wounded
into the hands of John Duffy, and its name was changed at the battle of Newtown.
* The first child born was Simeon
back to
Hammond, and the first
Tht Elmira Republican. It was successively issued by Birdsall death was that of Thos. Wheeler, killed by the fall of a tree. The
& Huntley, Ransom & Birdsall, Polly & Carter, Polly first school was taught by Polly Blandin, a little N. of the village.
& Cook, Polly & Huntley, S. B. & G. C. Fairman, G. C. D. B. Harris kept the first inn, and Miles Covel the first store, w.
Fairman, Fairman & Baldwin, Baldwin & Dumas, and of the village.
* In
Calhoun, until 1857, when it was discontinued.
1850, Sanford Elmore, from Conn., commenced the cultivation of tobacco in this town, and it has since become a staple
Tin Elmira Daily Republican was issued a short time in 1846.
Tlie Daily Republican was issued from the Republican oflBce product. In 1858 nearly 1000 acres were devoted to it, and 250
from the fall of 1851 to 1855.
tons of the Conn, seed leaf were produced.
5 Caleb Gardner and
Tile Elmira Advertiser was commenced in 1853 by
Henry Starell, from Penn., settled on
I'airmnn BrotUei's. In 1856 F. A. De Voe became in- the river below Miner in the same or the ne.xt year. Geo. Gard
terested in the pnblication, and the paper is still issued ner settled at the village in 17S8, Clark Wiuans on the rivei
in 1789, and John Winters. Jesse and Joel Rowley, and Geo.
by Fairman & De Voe.
Tlie Elmira Dally Advertiser was commenced Gardner, jr., all ftom Penn„in 1790. The first birth was that
simultaneously with the weekly, and is still issued, by of Christian Miner, jr., in 1790; the first marriage, that of Wm.
the same publishers.
Applegate and Catharine Miner; and the first death, that of T.
The. Elmira Duihj Democrat was issued a short time in 1851 by Dolson. Cornelius McGinnis taught the first school, near the
J. Taylor & S. C. 'I'aber.
village; John Hay kept the first store,' and Capt. Ge^. Gardner
The Chemung J'atrint was published in 1837 at Ilorseheads by the first inn at the village. The first gristmill was erected by
J.

T.'Bradt.

Tht Philmifiher was commenced at Ilorseheads, April 7, 1855,
by Sam'l C. Taber, and was continued uutil 1857, when
it was merged in 27te Elmira O'cuetie.

Roljt. Miller, E. of the village.

The ce»>-s reports 4 churches; Bap.,

M.E.

F.

W. Bap., Presb., and
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Catlin Center and Post Creek
Tompkins

co.,

are p.

and Aaron Davenport, from N.

offices.

J.,

who

The

were John Martin, from
w. corner of the town.^

first settlers

located in the

s.

CIIEMUIVG—was formed Feb. 28, 1789. Elmira was taken ofi" in 1792, Erin in 1822, and
Baldwin in 1856. It is the s. e. corner town of the co. Its surface is a hilly upland broken by
River flows s. e. through the s. part. Wynkoop Creek flows
deep and narrow valleys. Chemung
The soil on the uplands is
s. through near the center, in a deep valley bordered by steep hillsides.
a gravelly loam, and in the valleys gravel mixed with alluvium. Broomcorn and tobacco are
BrecIiVille, (Chemung p. o.,) on Chemung River, contains a church and
largely cultivated.
57 dwellings. It is a station on the N. Y. & Erie R. R. Cbeiuung- Center and Baldt^'in
The first settlement was made at Breckville, in 1788, by Elijah Breck, Capt. Daniel
are p. offices.
McDowell, and William Wynkoop, the first two from Penn.^ The first church (Bap.) was formed

—

in 1790,

by Rev. Roswell

Gofi'.^

—

EliM^IRA was formed from Chemung, as "Newtown," Apiil 10, 1792, and its name was
changed April 6, 1808. Catharines Schuyler co., was taken off in 1798, Big Flats and Southport
in 1822, and Horseheads in 1854. It is situated s. of the center of the co. Ranges of hills occupy
The declivities of the hills
the E. and w. borders, and a wide valley extends through the center.
are generally steep, and their summits are 400 to 600 ft. above the valleys. The principal streams
The soil
are Chemung River, forming the s. boundary, and Newtovm and Goldsmiths Creeks.
loam.
Elmira,
in
the
a
and
is
a
the
loam,
valleys
productive,
sandy
gravelly
uplands
upon
Upon an emi(p.v.) is situated upon the Chemung, near the center of the s. border of the town.
nence 2J mi. E. of Elmira Village are the remains of an ancient fortification. It is protected on one
An embankment 200 feet long, 14 feet wide,
side by the river, and on the other by a deep ravine.
and 3J feet high still extends along the rear of the fortification, and upon it large trees grew when
the whites first occupied the country. It was incorp. as "Newtown" March 3, 1815, and its name
was changed April 21, 1828. The people are largely engaged in manufacturing* and in commercial
Besides the co. buildings, the
pursuits,^ for which the location of the place is admirably adapted.
village contains 3 banks, 1 daily and 2 weekly newspaper offices, 8 churches, and a large number
of fine and commodious commercial buildings. It is also the seat of the Elmira Female College,^
the Elmira Seminary,^ the Elmira Academy,^ and a large water-cure establishment.^ The public
schools are graded and are in a flourishing condition.
Pop. 8,308, of which 7,173 are within the

and 1,135 in the town of Southport. The first settlement was made by Col. John
Christian Loop, who located on the present site of the village in 1788.^" Col. Ilendy

limits of the town,

Hendy and

the other early settlers were N. Swick, Ilomer TiipBeebe, Jacob IJucher, Alanson Owen, John Woolsoy;
M. Barker, who located in the 8. part. Jacob Bucher
Ostrander erected the
kept the firet inn on Post Creek, and
Keiiben Beebe
first saw and gristmills on the same stream.
died in the town in 1854, at the age of 105. His widow, Hannah
Beebe, was living, 1858, at the age of 105. Mr. Beebe served as
a soldier in the Revolutiona™ army.
2 The first
marriage was that of Guy Maxwell and Nellie
Wynkoop, and the first death, that of Wm. Bosworth. The first
inn was kept by Wm. Wynkoop, on Wynkoops Creek, and the
first store by Elijah Breck, at Breckville. Epinetus Owen erected
the first gristmill, on Wynkoops Creek. Wm. Wynkoop was from
Ulster CO., and settled at the mouth of the creek bearing his
name. Samuel Wallace, the first school teacher, was killed by
1

Among

per,

and

Edward
J.

the Indians.
8 The census
reports 4 churches; 2 Union, Bap., and Cong.
* The
principal of the manufacturing establishments are as
The Elmira Woolen Manufactory, employing 64 hands,
follows
and turning out 230,000 yds. of cloth annually ; the Phoenix
Furnace Iron Works gives employment to 40 men the Elmira
Ax Factory to 25 men and a barrel manufactory to 50 men.
Besides these, there are several flouring mills, a planing mill,
and other establishments.
6 An immense lumber trade is still carried on
by means of the
Chemung Kiver and Canal. The W. & E. R. R. opens a direct
communication with the coal mines of Penn., and a large coaltrade is rapidly springing up. The village is also the center of
an extensive trade.
« This institution was chartered in 1855, with all the
powers
and privileges granted to the other colleges in the State. It extends to woman, opportunities for the highest culture. It is
beautifully situated upon an eminence a little N. w. of the village. The building is 230 feet long, with an octagonal center 70
feet in diameter and 4 stories high, flanked by 2 wings, each 80
by 50 feet, and 3 stories high, all erected at a cost of $80,000.
The catalogue of 1858 reports 188 pupils in attendance.
' The Elmira
Seminary for young ladies, a private institution,
has been in successful operation for 11 years, under the management of Miss C. Thurston. The catalogue of 1857 reports 205
:

—

;

;

pupils.

The Elmira Academy, once incorp., is now a private instituIt has an endowment of $10,000. New buildings for the
school are in process of erection. In 1858, 262 pupils were reported.
The Elmira Water-Cure is situated on the hill 1 mi. e. of the
village, commanding an extensive view of the valley and surrounding country. It contains accommodations for 110 patients.
10
Among the earlysettlers were John Konkle, James Cameron,
8

tion.

Wm.

Seeley,

Nathaniel

Seely,

John Muller, Caleb

Baker,

Marks, Thomas Hendy, and John J. AcMody. Cornelius
kept the first inn, in 1791, at Newtown Point, and
Cyrus Uallenbeck the first store, at about the same time and
place. The first gristmill was built by Wm. Dunn and Brinton Parne, at the village in 1791, and the first sawmill, wool
carding and cloth dressing mill by Gen. Matthew Carpenter,
on the site of the present woolen factory. The following account of the first birth in town was given in the N. Y.
Commercial Advertiser: "One Saturday afternoon, about 4
o'clock, in the summer of 1788, while Col. John lleudy waa
working on his log house, a man and woman, both on horseback, emerged from the Indian pathway and crossed the Newtown Creek to his land. The man rode before, with a basket on
each side of his horse, and a child in each basket. While tho
woman brought up the rear, having on her nag the goods and
chattels of the family for they were man and wife. The husband rode up to Col, H,, inquiring with much anxiety if there
was a doctor to be found in the vicinity. What is the matter V
said the veteran.
My wife has got hurt by the stumbling of
her horse, and wants a doctor as soon as possible,' was the
reply. 'That is very unfortunate,' saiithe Col., 'for there is
no doctor in this wilderness.' He haoTio shelter nor resting
place to offer them, save the ground, the pine trees, and tho
canopy of heaven. They rode on a few rods, and stopped for
they were obliged to stop under the best shelter they could

Low

—

;

'

'

—

—

the man in the
woods, near the spot where they had conversed before, and, in'
quiring how his wife was, was answered, She is as well as
could l^e expected.' The Col. did not think again of the traveler
till Monday, when he sent his son to look after thehi.
The boy
returned with the intelligence that they were getting ready to
Start.
'But how is the woman, my boy?' said he,
'The
find.

On Sunday morning

Col.

Hendy met
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was the pioneer in the valley of the Chemung, and one of the most prominent of the early

The

first

settlers.

preacher (Presb.) was Rev. Nathan Culver.^

EKI.\ —was

A

formed from Chemung, March 29, 1822.
part of Van Etten was taken off in
extends from near the center of the co. to the n. border. Its surface is a hilly upland
broken by the deep and narrow valleys of the streams. The principal streams are Winkoop,
1854.

It

Bakers, Baldwin, and Newtown Creeks.
Upon Bakers Creek, in the s. part of the town, ia
a fine sulphur spring. The soil is a medium quality of gravelly loani, and is best adapted to
grazing.

Considerable lumber

is

still

little

manufactured,

more than one-third of the surface

£riii, Soutb Erin, and State Road are p. oflaces. The first
settlement was made in 1817, by Robert Park and John Bonfield.^
There are 2 churches in
town Presb. and M. E.
being under improvement.

;

HORSEHEADS'—waf formed

from Elmira, Feb. 17, 1854. It is an interior town, lying
is rolling and level in the w. and
The
hilly in the e.
summit level of the Chemung Canal at Horseheads Village is 443 ft. above Seneca Lake, and the
summits of the hills are 200 to 400 feet higher. Its principal streams are Newtown Creek and ita
near the center of the

co.

The

surface

The soil is generally a good quality of gravelly loam. Considerable attention is paid to
raising tobacco, and, in 1857, 1000 acres -were devoted to this crop.
(p. v.) was
"
Fairpori," and its name was changed April 18, 1845. It contains 2 steam
incorp. May 15, 1837, as
The Chemung navigable
flouring mills, a plaster mill, a gang sawmill, and 3 churches. Pop. 1000.

branches.

Horsebeads

feeder from Corning intersects the canal at this place.
Breci^port (p. v.) contains 2 churches
and 18 dwellings. The first settlement was made at Uorseheads in 1788, by Nathan Huntington.*

The first church
Ethan Pratt.*

(Presb.)

was formed by Rev. Daniel Thatcher; the

first settled

minister

was Rev.

SOIITHPORT—was formed from

Elmira, April 16, 1822. It is the s. w. corner town of the
mostly a hilly upland broken by the deep valleys of the streams. Chemung
River, forming most of the n. boundary, is bordered by wide, fertile alluvial flats.
Seely Creek,
the principal stream, receives as tributaries South, Bird, and Mud Lick Creeks Hendy Creek flows
along the n. border. The soil upon the hills is a slaty loam, and in the valleys a fine quality
CO.

Its sui-face is

;

'Wellsbui'gll, (P-^v) on the Chemung, in the
and several mills and manufacturing establishments.

of gravelly loam.
tains 2 churches

s.

e.

corner of the town, cona station on the N.Y. &

It is

(p. v.) contains 2 churches, 2 mills, a woolen factory, and 44
a hamlet, and Seely Creeb. is a p. o. The 3d ward of Elmira, containing a pop. of 1135, is on the s. bank of the Chemung in this town. The first settlement at Wellsburgh was made by Green Bentley in 1788 and Abner and Henry Wells in 1789.
Abraham Miller located at Soutliport in 1789.® The first church (Bap.) was formed at Wellsburgh, in 1790 Rev. Roswell Goff was the first preacher.' On an eminence known as Fort Hill,

E. R. R.

houses.

Pop. 365.

Soutliport

"Webbs Mills

(p. o.) is

;

near the Chemung, in the w. part, are the remains of an ancient
been French.

VAW ETTEI¥—named
17, 1854.

from James B.

It is the n. e. corner

town of the

Van
co.

oh. the woman has got a hahy; and I gruess she
wants another basket to put it in.' " The child whose birth is
told above was Clark Winans, jr. The place was surveyed, in
1788, by Jas. Clinton, Gen. John Hathom, and John Cantine
Conis; and the first lands were sold at 18 pence per acre. In
1790, a council with the Indians was held under a tree on Lake
About 1200
St., just E. of the present site of the courthouse.
Indians were present. Nathaniel Seely, the first patentee, of
Elmira Village, sold to Moses De Witt, who sold to
White;
and in 1794 White sold to Guy Maxwell and Saml. Hepburn.
1 The census renorts 8
churches; 2 M. E., Bap., Cong., Presb.,
Af. M. E., Prot. E.^ and R. C.
*
Among the other early settlers were Jesse L. White, Isaac
Shoemaker. Alexander and John McKay, Tliomas Baker, Wm.
and Robert Stewart, JoRi and James Hallenbeck, B. Sperry,
Thomas Van Houton, Philip Thomas, J. Boyn, Robert McDowell
and his son Barnum, and Andrew Austin, Joseph, Daniel, and
Samuel Vaughn. The first death was that of Mrs. Thomas
Baker. The first school was kept on Newtown Creek, and the
first sawmill was erected at the same place by J. and J. McMillen.
8 This name was derived from the following incident.
While
Gen. Sullivan's army was encamped at this place, some 30 or 40
worn-out horses were shot. The Indians afterward gathered
the heads and arranged them on the sides of the path, and the

woman, eh?

localiti;

buc^mi'

known

as the Horseheads.

—was

Etten

Its surface is

fortification,

supposed to have

formed from Erin and Cayuta, April
a hilly upland. Cayuta Creek flows

* John Breese
(from N. J.) settled at the same place in 178U,
and Jonathan S. Concklin, Nathaniel Huntington, Asa GuilderSoon after, a comsieve, and a family named Gilbert, in 1791.
pany from Orange co., among whom were James, Ebenezer, and
John Sayre, purchased a tract of 1400 acres, covering the site of
the village, and settled on it. The first child born was Susanna

marriage, that of Wm. Dunn and
death, that of Susanna Concklin.
first school at the village.
Vincent Concklin kept the first inn, in 1822, and Westlick & Dunn
the first store. The first gristmill was erected by Lewis Breese,
E. of the village.
6 The census
reports 5 churches 2 M. E., 2 Bap., and 1 Presb.
" Col. Abraham Miller was from Penn.
He served with distinction as a captain in the army of the Revolution, and was appointed First Jiulge of Tioga co. by Gov. Geo. Clinton, in 1791.
The first birth was that of Eunice Kelsey, and the first death,
that of Stephen Kent. The first school was taught by Caleb
Baker; the first inn was kept by Wm. Baldwin, and the first
store by Wm. and Henry Wells, on the river at Wellsburgh.
The first sawmill was erected by Col. Abraham Miller, on a"
branch of Seely Creek the first gristmills were erected by David
Griswold and Solomon Bovier, and the first factory by Charles
Evans, at Southport.
' The census
reports 5 churches; 2 Bap., 2 M. E., and Presb.
Concklin, in 1792 the
Mary Sayre and the
;

;

first

first

Amelia Parkhurst taught the

;

;
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and receives as tributaries Jackson and Langfords Creeks from the n.
The soil on the hills is a clay loam, and in the valleys a gravelly
loam. Tan Ettenville (p. v.) contains 3 churches and 20 dwellings Cayuta is a p. o. The
first settlements' vrere made along the valley of Cayuta Creek in 1795, by Alexander and Benjamin
The first church (Bap.) vras
Ennis, Peter, Jacob, Emanuel, and Isaac Swartvrood, from N.J.
formed by Rev. Ebenezer Jayne, the first settled preacher.^

s, E.

througli near the center,

and Bakers Creek from the

s.

;

VETERA3V—^was fotmed from

Catharines, April 16, 1823. It lies on the n. line of the co., w.
Catharine Creek flows n. along the w.
principally a hilly upland.
border, afibrding an abundance of waterpower.' The other streams are Newtown and Beardsley
Creeks. The soil is a clay and gravelly loam of good quality. Millport (p. v.) contains 2 churches,
of the center.

The

surface

is

flouring and saw mills, and various manufacturing establishments. Pop. 706.
(p.v.,) in the s. part of the town, contains a church and 155 inhabitaiits.

Sullivanville,

Veteran

The first settlements were made at about the
are p. offices.
in the n. part of the town by immigrants from Conn., and in the

Valley
tury,

—

Penn.*

The

first

commencement
s.

and

Pine

of the cen-

part by immigrants from

church (M. E.) was formed in 1817.^

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freelwlders, Scliools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Chemung County.
Acres op Land.

Names op Towns.

Baldwin*....

Big

Flats....

Catlin

Chemung....

Elmira
Erin
Ilorseheads.

Southport...
Van Etten..

Veteran
Total.,

CHENANGO COUNTY.
This county was formed from Herkimer and Tioga, March 15, 1798.
in 1804, and Madison co.
Sangerfield (Oneida co.) was taken off
in 1806.

It is

an interior

co.,

lying

s.

E.

of the center of the State

;

mi.
centrally distant 9-i mi. from Albany, and contains 898 sq.
Its surface is a hilly upland, broken by the deep ravines of the

is

I

The highlands consist of two principal ridges, extending
and s., the first lying between Unadilla and Chenango Rivers,
and the second between the Chenango and Otselic. These ridges
are subdivided by numerous parallel and lateral valleys, and their
The sumdeclivities are often too steep for profitable cultivation.
mits are broad and rolling, and of nearly uniform elevation throughout the CO. and the highest points are 600 to 800 feet above the
streams.
N.

'

—

;

principal valleys.
Susquehanna River flows s. w. through the s. e. corner, receiving from the n. the Unadilla, which
forms the greater part of the E. boundary of the co. The principal branches of the Unadilla and

Susquehanna are Beaver Creek, Shawler, Great, Kent, and Kelsey Brooks. Chenango River flows
in a generally southerly direction from the n. border of the co. to near the center, and thence s. w.
It receives from the e. Handsome Eddy, Padgets, and Pages Brooks, and from
to the s. w. corner.
the w. Canasawacta, Fly-Meadow, Ludlow, and Genegantslet Creeks, and Pleasant, Fly, Cold, and
Mill Brooks.
Otselic River flows s.
through the n. w. corner, receiving from the e. Middletown

w

Brook and Brackel Creek, and from the w. Manns, Buck, and Ashbel Brooks and Mud Creek.
In l)asins among the hills, far above the valleys, are numerous small ponds. The valleys of the
Susquehanna and Chenango are among the finest in the State. They consist generally of fertile and highly cultivated intervales of an average width of about 1 mi., usually bordered by steep
All the valleys of the co. seem to have been formed by the action
and finely wooded hillsides.
of great currents of water, which have plowed deep furrows in the gently rolling region which
probably once formed the general face of the country.
The lowest rocks in the co., appearing upon the n. border, beloiig to the Hamilton group. Successively above these toward the s. appear the TuUy limestone, Genesee elate, the Portage,
Chemung, and Catskill groups. The sandstone of the Portage group furnishes a good material
for building and flagging. Several quarries have been opened along the Chenango Valley between
Greene and Oxford. A quarry of the same stone a little below Oxford furnishes grindstones and
whetstones. The rock which crowns the summits of the s. hills is the red sandstone of tlie Chemung group. The soils are almost entirely derived from the disintegration of the rocks. In a
few localities is found a very limited amount of drift. Upon the hills the soil is principally a
shaly loam, and in the valleys a fine quality of productive alluvium.
The CO. is almost exclusively agricultural. Dairying is the leading pursuit, and is gradually
gaining upon all the other branches of agriculture. Stock and wool growing are carried on to
some extent. Grain is produced, though not in suflBcient quantities for the wants of the people.
Hops are cultivated to some extent along the river valleys.
The CO. seat is located at Norwich.^ The courthouse is a fine stone building, situated near tho
center of the village, fronting the public park.^ It is built in the Grecian style of architecture,
with a colonnade in front, supported by Corinthian columns.
The jail is a stone building, con-

The clerk's office is a fireproof brick building, upon the courthouse lot.
The poorhouse is situated upon a farm of 170 acres in Preston, 6 mi. w. of the courthouse. The
average number of inmates is 90, supported at a weekly cost of 56 cts. each. The farm yields a
revenue of $800. The house is poor and dilapidated, and the accommodations for the inmates are
extremely poor. A school is taught 6 months in the year.

tiguous to the courthouse.

1 The CO. at first had half-shirea, the courts
being held al- under the direction of Wm. Randall, Wm. Knowlton, and Erasternately at Hamilton (now in Madison county) and Oxford. tus Lathrop, commissioners. The present jail was erected in
From the organization of Madison co.. in lSO(i. until 1K09, the 1830, at a cost of $2,000. It is a two story building, containing
courts were held alternately at Oxford and North Norwich. By 10 cells and a house for the jailer.
2 The first co. officers were Isaac Foot. First Judf/e ; .Toab
«ct of March 6, 1807, the co. seat was located at Norwich. The
Enoa,
new courthouse was built and first occupied in 1809. The first and Joshua Le\and, Judges : Oliver Norton and Klisha I'ayne,
courthouse was a wooden building, erected at a cost of S6.0OO. A sHHant Justices ; Uri Tracy. Sheriff; Sidney S. Breese, Clerk'
Tho present courthouse was built in 1837, at a cost of $16,000, and John L. Mersereau, Surrogate.
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The Chenango Canal extends along Chenango River through the co. It crosses the river below
and below Greene, upon vrood aqueducts, supported by stone piers.
The Albany & Susquehanna R. R., now in process of construction, extends along the Susquehanna through Bainbridge.
Earlville, belovr Sherburne,

Five weekly newspapers are now published in the co.^
This CO. included 11 of the "Twenty Towns" or "Governor's Purchase," the "Gore" lying
between them and the Military Tract, the Harper Patent of 16,000 acres, Vermont Sufferers' Tract
of 40,960 acres,'' Livingston Tract of 16,000 acres, the French Tract of nearly the same extent, a

and several smaller tracts. The territory included within
portion of the Chenango Triangle Tract,
ihe Twenty Townships was ceded to the State by the Indians, in a treaty held with Gov. George
This tract is sometimes called " Clinton's Purchase,"
Clinton, at Fort Schuyler, Sept. 22, 1788.'
" The Governor's Purchase."

and sometimes
The early settlers were principally from Vt., Conn., and the eastern part of the State. The
settlers in the n. part of the co. came in by way of Rome, and those in the central and s. parts by
way of Chenango and Susquehanna Rivers. Many of the early settlers almost perished from want
of food, at times, during the first few years. A colony of French settled at Greene in 1792, but,
1

The Western Oracle, the first paper published in the co., was
commenced by A. Romeyn, previous to 1S04, at Sherburne Four Corners. It was discontinued in 1808
or

'09.

Branch was started at Sherburne in May. 1806, by
Phinney & Fairchild. In 1808 John F. Faircliild became
Bole proprietor.
Miller, Lot Clark, and .John B.
Johnson were successively interested in its publication.
In 1812 or '13 Johnson changed its name to
Tfte Volunteer. In 1816 the press was purchased by John F.
Hubbard, who commenced
The Norwich Journal. In 1844 it passed into the hands of La
Fayette Leal and J. II. Sinclair, who merged it with The
Oxford Republican in 1847 and changed the name to
The Clienango Union. Harvey Hubbard purchased
Leal's interest Oct. 20, 1847, and Sinclair's interest Sept
1st 1859, and the paper is now published by Hubbard.
The. Chenango Patriot was commenced at Oxford in 1807 by John
B. Johnson, and its publication continued for 3 or 4 y rs.
T/te President was published at Oxford in 1808 by Theophilus
The

Olive

Eaton.
Republican Messenger was commenced at Sherburne in 1810
by Petit & PercivaL
The Oxford Gazette was started in 1814 by Chauncey Morgan,

T?ie

years, when it was sold to Geo.
published
Hunt, and afterward to Hunt & Noyes. Mr. Morgan

who

it

discontinued.
People's Advocate was commenced at Norwich in 1824 by H.
P. W. Brainard. It passed into the hands of
G.
Hyer, and was discontinued in a short time.
Chenango litpublican was commenced at Oxford in 1826 by

Wm.

The

Benj. Cory. In 1828 it was purchased by Mack & Chapman. March 3, 1831, Wm. E. Chapman and T. T. Flagler
commenced a new series, and soon after changed its

name

commenced in 1836 by a joint
stock company. It was for some time conducted by H.
H. Cook. In 1841 it passed into the hands of E. H.
Purdy and C. D. Brigham. In 1844 it was published by
Waldo M. Potter; in 1845, by Potter & Galpin; and in
1848 J. B. Galpin became sole proprietor, and still continues its publication.
TTie Bainliridge Eagle was commenced in 1843 by J. Hunt, jr.
In 1846 its name was changed to
The Bainbridge Freeman ; and in 1849 it was merged in
Tlie CItenaTigo Pree Democrat, commenced at Norwich Jan. 1,
1849, by Alfred G. Lawyer and J. D. Lawyer soon after
;

became associated in its publication. It was then early
removed to Cobleskill, Schoharie co.
The New Berlin Gazette, was commenced in 1349 by Jos. K. Fox
and M. E. Dunham, and was published about 1 year.
Tlie Chenango News was commenced in 1850 by A. T. Boynton.
J. M. Haight soon after became associated in its publiHe
cation, and Bubsecjuently became sole proprietor.
removed the press to Norwich, and, in connection with
A. P. Nixon, commenced the publication of
The Temperance Advocate in 1855, and published itl year, when
it Wits

Tlie

some

again became proprietor in 1826, and after a few years
the paper was discontinued.
The. Republican Agriculturalist was commenced Dec. 10. 1818, by
Thurlow Weed. It soon passed into the hands of
Curtiss, who continued it for a short time, when it was

The

The Oxford Times was

to

Oxford Repiiblican. In 1838 Mr. Chapman became sole
proprietor. It was successively published by J. Tavlor
Bradt, Benj. Welch, jr., R. A. Leal, C. E. Chamberlin,
and La Fayette Leal. In 1847 it was merged with The
Oxford Journal and published as The Chenango Union.
The Anti Masonic Telegraph was commenced at Norwich in Nov.
1829, by E. P. Pellet. In 1831 B. T. Cook became associated in its [publication. Its name was subsequently
changed to
The Chenango Telegraph. In 184Q. on the death of
E. P. Pellet, it passed into the hands of his brother. Nelson Pellet and upon his death, in 1851, it was conducted
for the estate by E. Max Leal and F. B. Fisher. In Sept.
1855, it was purchased by Rice & Martin, by whom it is
Tlie

;

Its

The
The

The
The
The

Hatch. In 1834 it was published by Randall & Hatch.
It soon after passed into the hands of Isaac C. Sheldon;
and afterward into the hands of Hiram Ostrander, who
changed its name to
The New Berlin Sentinel. It was discontinued about 1840.
The Chenango Whig was published at Oxford a short time in
1835.

The Miniature, a small mo., was issued from the same office.
was commenced in 1836 by J. Worden
The Sherburne
Marble. In 1839 it was removed to Binghampton.

which it was published about 5 years.
Age was commenced at Berlin in 1852 by J. K.
Fox, J. D. Lawyer, editor. It was continued but a short

Social Visitor, after

Spirit of the

time.

The Oxford Transcript was commenced in 1853 by G. N. Carhart,
and was published about 6 months.
The Sherburne Transcript was commenced in 1855 by James M.
Scarritt, and was published about 2 years.
The Chenango American was commenced at Greene,
Sept. 20, 1855, by Denison & I'isher, its present publishers.

The Daily Reporter was commenced at Noi-wich in 1857 by G. H.
Smith. In 1858 it was purchased by Rice & Martin, and
was soon after discontinued.
Th£ Literary Independent was commenced at Norwich in the
fall of 1858 by E. P. Pellet, G. H. & J. E. Spry.
It was
ptiblished about 4 months.

The New Berlin Pioneer

was commenced Feb. 19,
1859. by Squires & Fox, its present publishers.
This tract was granted to relieve those persons who had
purchased lands of the State of New York within the present
limits of Vermont. These lands were claimed by both New
Hampshire and New York, and, after an angry and protracted
controversy, extending through several years, New Y'ork surrendered her claim to Vermont.
• These towns were designated originally by their nuihberB
only, and are now in the counties of Madison, Chenango, and
Oneida, as follows
2

:

now

published.
Chenango Patriot was commenced at Greene in 1830 by
Nathan Randall. It afterward passed into the hands
of Joseph M. Farr, who changed its name to
Chenango Democrat, and in a short time it was discontinued.
New Berlin Herald was commenced in 1831 by Samuel L.

discontinued.

Visitor was commenced in 1852 by Joseph K. Fox.
name was soon after changed to

Saturday

Nos.

—
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from defect in title, most of them left. The greater part of the later immigration was also from Nevf
In consequence of the gradual change which has been going on for the last 20 years in
the business of the co., and the substitution of dairying for all other branches of farming, the population of the CO. has gradually decreased, and is now no greater than it was 40 years ago.
England.

AFTOIV—was

formed from Bainbridge, Nov.

18,

1857.

It is the

s. e.

corner town of the

co.

upland, separated into two nearly equal parts by the
The summits of the hills are 300 to 500 feet above the valleys,

Its surface consists principally of a rolling

broad valley of the Susquehanna.

and

The Susquehanna flows
their declivities are generally gradual slopes.
and beautiful valley. It receives from the n. Kelseys

s.

w. through near the

center, in a broad

and Harpers Brooks.

Round Pond, one

It is 25 feet

mi. n. e. of the village, covers an area of about 40 acres.

above the

The soil upon the hills is a shaly loam, and
surface of the river, and without any visible outlet.
in the valleys a clayey loam and alluvium.
Afton^ (p. v.,) upon the Susquehanna, near the center
of the town, contains 4 churches and 270 inhabitants.
Ayresliire, (p.o.,) upon Kelsey Brook,
The first settlement was made upon the Susquehanna, below Afton,
is a hamlet.
by immigrants from Conn, and Vt.^ There are 5 churches in town.^

in the n. part,

1786,

in

BAIXBRIDGEI —was formed
Its

as part of Tioga co., by the name of "JericJio,' Feb. 16, 1791.
Parts of Norwich and Oxford were taken off in 1793, of
Afton in 1857. It lies upon the e. border of the co., s. of the center. Its

name was changed April

Greene in 1798 and

'99,

and

15, 1814.

a rolling upland, divided into two parts by the Susquehanna, which flows s. w. through
The valley of the river is about one mi. wide, and is bordered by moderately steep
the center.
surface

is

The highest summits are 400 to 600 feet above the valleys. The soil upon \he hills is
a gravelly and shaly loam, and in the valleys a clay loam and alluvium. Ba.inbridg'e, (p. v.,)
upon the Susquehanna, was incorp. April 21, 1829. It contains 3 churches and 350 inhabitants.
hillsides.

upon Bennetts Creek, in the

2 churches, u gristmill,
w. corner, and East
e. corner.
The lands in this town were first claimed by Robert Harper under a grant from the Indians but the title -was repudiated by the State, and a
portion of the lands was granted to settlers from Vt. who had suffered from failure of title to lands in
that State granted to them by N. Y. The first settlements were made in 1785, by immigrants from
Yt. and Conn.* The first church (Presb.) was formed about 1790,
by Rev. William Stone.*

Bennettsville,

(p. v.,)

West Bainbridge

sawmill, and about 20 houses.
Bainbridge is a hamlet in the n.

s. e.

is

part, contains

a

p. o. in the n.

;

co.,) Feb. 11, 1805. A part of Norwich
town in the co., and occupies a portion of the high
ridge between Unadilla and Chenango Rivers. The highest summits are 400 to 600 f^et above the
Unadilla River forms its e. boundary, receiving as tributaries Beaver Creek, Shawlei
valleys.
Brook, and several other small streams. The soil is a gravelly and shaly loam.* Columbus
Center, (Columbus p. o.,) upon a branch of Shawler Brook, contains 3 churches, a tar.nery, and
25 houses. The first settlement was made upon Lot 44, in 1791, by Col. Converse.® The first
religious meeting was the funeral of Mrs. Dorcas Howard, conducted by Elder Campbeh, (Bap.,)

COL.IJMBIJS— was

was annexed

in 1807.

formed from Brookfield, (Madison

It is the n. e. corner

in 1797.^

—

COVEHfTRY was formed from Greene, Feb. 7, 1806. Parts of Oxford and Greene wert annexed in 1843. It is situated centrally on the s. line of the co. The highest elevations, midway
between the Susquehanna and Chenango Rivers, are about 800 feet above the valleys. The hills
are arable to their summits, and their slopes are generally long and gradual.
Harpers and Kelseys
Creeks, flo\Ying into the Susquehanna, are the principal streams.

The

soil is

a gravelly and shaly

the early settlers were Seth Stone, Natli'l Benton, and Reuben Bennett erected a gristmill on Bennetts Creek, in
Isaac Miner, and Japhet Bush and sons, from Conn., and Heze- 1789.
* There are 7 churches in town
kiah Stowell and sons, Orlando Bridgman and sons, and Eben2 M. E., 2 Bap., F. W. Bap
ezer Church and sons, from Vt. The three last named families Presb., and I'rot. E.
s The
were " Vermont Sufferers." The first child born was Wni. Bush,
people are almost solely engaged in dairying. For 30
inl786; andtheflrstdeath was that of
Polly. Nath'lCliurch years the population has been continually decreasing and th.t
taught thefirst school, in 1790; Asa Stowell kept the first inn, in dairies increasing.
s
1788, Peter Betts the first store, in 1805; and David Cooper and
Among the other early settlers were Henry, Daniel, and Jae.
Isaac Miner built the first sawmill, on Kelseys Bi-ook.
Williams, from R. I., who located upon Lot 90, in 1792; Thos,
2 Two M.
from R. I., on Lot 89, Israel Greenleat; from N. H., on
E., Cong., Bap., and Univ.
Howard,
8
Among the early settlers wcroWm. Gutherie, Abraham Fuller, Lot 62, Gilbert Strong, on Lot 61, and Josiah Rathbone, on I^ot
Reuben Kirby, and Gould Bacon, from Conn.; Stephen and John 54, in 1794. The first child born was Sally Williams; the first
Stilea, Heath Kelsey, Chas. Bush, Eben and Jos. Landers, and marriage, that of Joseph
Medbery and Hannah Brown, iu 1791
Jas. Graham. Sam'l Bixby settled on Lot 75, in 1788, and Maj. and the first
death, that of Mrs. Dorcas Howard, in 1797. NichoHenry Evans on Lot 80, in 1789. The first birth was tliat of K. las Page taught the first school; Col. Converse kept the first inn,
Landers, daughter of Jos. Landers, in March, 1791 the first mar- in 1793; Amos C. Palmer, the first store, in 1797 and Job Vail
riage, that of Charles Bush and Joan Harrington, in 1794; built the first sawmill, in 1794, and the first gristmill, in 1795.
and the first death, that of Mrs. Keuben Kirbey, in 1792. Wil'The census reports 5 churches in town ; Bap., F. W. Bap.,
liam Gutherie kept the first inn, iu 1793, on Lot 85. Phineas
Cong., M. E., and Univ.
l9
1

Among

;

,

;

;

;
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loam, with occasional spots of a red, slaty loam. Coventry, (p. v.,) n. w. of the center, contains
2 churches, a pocket-book factory, and 40 dwellings and Coventry ville, (p. v.,) 2 mi. e. of Cov;

and 25 dwellings. Cliurcll HollOTV is a p. o. on the s. line. The first
settlement was made near the center, by Simon Jones, in 1785.^ In the e. part is a spoke factory.
The first church (Cong.) was formed Nov. 19, 1807. Rev. David Harrower was the first preacher.^

entry, a church, mill,

GERMAJV' —was

formed from De Ruyter, (Madison co.,) March 21, 1806. Otselic was taken
Lincklaen in 1823, and a part of Pitcher in 1827. It is located centrally upon the w.
The surface is hilly, and watered by several brooks, forming what is called Five
line of the co.
Streams, which flow through the town in a s. direction. The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam,
off in 1817,

l<iveriuores Corners, (German p. o.,) near the w. line, is a
well adapted to grazing.
hamlet; and East Gernian is a p. o. The first settlement was made in 1795, by Benjamin
Cleveland, from Oneida co.* The first church (Presb.) was formed at an early period, and a M. E.
association

was formed

in 1815, at the house of

Walter Oyshlenbank.^

GREEXE^—was

formed from Union (Broome co.) and "Jericho," (nowBainbridge,) March
A part of "Jericho" was annexed in 1799. Coventry was taken off in 1806, and Smith15, 1798.
ville in 1808.
A part of Barker (Broome co.) was taken off in 1840, and a part of Coventry in
It is the s. w. corner town of the co.
Its surface is a rolling and hilly upland.
1843.
The hills
rise 500 to 700 feet above the river, and are broken by the ravines of the streams.
Chenango River flows s. w. through the center of the town, in a broad valley about 1 mile in width.
The Chenango Canal passes through the valley. Genegantslet Creek flows s. through the w. part
in a wide valley, and joins the Chenango a few miles below the village of Greene.
Pages Brook
The soil
flows through the s. e. corner and several small streams are tributary to the Chenango.
is a gravelly and shaly loam on the hills, and alluvium in the valleys.
Greene, (p. v.,) near the
It contains 4 churches, a flouring mill, furnace, and 814 incenter, was incorp. April 12, 1842,
East Greene (p. v.) contains a church and 158 inhabitants. Geneg'antslet
habitants.
;

(p. V.)

contains

Ketchum

1

church and 12 houses.
Cbenango Forlis (p. v.) is partly in this town. S.
The first church (Bap.) was organized in 1795,^ by Elder Nath. Kellogg.

settled in 1792.''

1 Will. Goodell and And w. Clark settled near Mr. Jones in
1786,
and Uenj. Jones at the same place in 1788. Ozias Yale and C. S.
M. Stork located a little n. of Coventry in 1799, Elisha Warren
on Lot 2, in 1804, and Moses Allis, and about 10 other families,
soon after. The first birth was that of Wm., son of Moses Allis,
in 1794; tlie first marriage, tliat of Simeon Parker and Polly
Sprague; and the first death, that of a son of Roger Egerton,
in 1790.
Sherman Page taught the first school; Benj. Jones
kept the first inn, in 1788, and Jotham Parker the first store,
in 1799. The first gristmill was erected by Capt. Parker, in
1795, and the first carding and cloth dressing mill by Miles

Doolittle,

about the year 1815.

2

The census reports 5 churches 2 Cong., 2 M. E., and Bap.
Named from Gen. Obadiali German, the original owner of
the township. It was first named '-Brakel Tovjnship."
;

3

4 Abraham Livermore settled at Livermores
Corners, in 1796,
with his wife and children, Abraham, jr., Becka, Daniel, Polly,
Abel, Cyrus, Hepsey, Sally, and Martin Livermore. From their
isolated position in the wilderness
remote from any settlement
the Cleveland and Livermore families suffered great privations and hardships during the first years of their settlement.
In June, 1796, Mr. Cleveland set out for "Fwt Slanwix" for provisions, his family being entirely destitute.
He intended to return in 3 or 4 days, but was detained for some time. On the fourth
day of his absence, his wife and children, who had eaten nothing
for 3 days except a few roots found in the woods, set out for their
nearest neighbors, in Clncinnatus, on Otselic River, 4^ mi. disWhen about a mile from home, they encountered a bear,
tant.
and were frightened back. The next morning the mother was
too weak to walk, and the two older children again set out for
Mr. Raymond's, on the Otselic. Upon learning the suffering
condition of the family, Mrs. Raymond made them a pudding
of bran,— the only food she had in the house. This and a bottle
of milk kept the family from starvation until relief came. At
another time, when the family were reduced to the last extremity, two unmilked cows came to their house one night, and
ivent away in the morning, fiirnishing them with milk forseveral
Jays. It was never known where the cows came from or where
they went to. Other families in the vicinity suffered in a similar
manner. The first birth was that of Polly Cleveland, in 1796;

—

—

marriage, that of Jonathan Head and Hepsey Liverfirst death, that of
Hartshorn. Abraham
Livermore kept the first inn Jonathan Chandler kept the first
store, and erected the first mill and fectory, on the e. branch of
the

——

first

more

;

and the

;

Otselic River.
6 The census
reports 3 churches; Presb., M. E., and F.W. Bap.
6 Named in honor of Gen. Nath'l Greene.
That part of the
original township of Greene lying e. of Chenango River was included in a purchase made by the State from the Oneida and Tus-

earora Indians in 1785. These lands were subsequently sold by
the State to individual patentees.
' Mr. Ketchum located within the bounds of the
present village of Greene. In the fall of 1792 a settlement was made by a
company of French refugees. One of their number, Chas. Felix
De Bulogne, had preceded the main body, and made a purchase
of 15,000 acres lying on the E. side of Chenango River.
The first
party that came consisted of M. Bulogne, M. Shamont, M. Le
Fevre, M. Bravo, M. Du Vernet, aud M. Obre. A portion of them
had families; and several young ladies were among the party.
In Otsego CO. Simon Barnet joined the party, and subsequently
M. Dutremont, with his family, settled with them. Before tho
dispersion of tho colony they were joined by Jos. Jutland, who
was the only French emigrant that became a permanent resident.
M. Bulogne, on his way to Philadelphia in the spring of 1795, was
drowned while fording a creek much swollen by the floods.
The untimely death of the leader of this adventurous band
proved fatal to the fnture success of the settlement. The feilure
of the company to pay the balance of the purchase money due
on the tract caused the title to revert to the original patentees.
After all the hardships and privations they had endured, the
failure to secure a title to their land proved a signal for dispersion. The majority of them left in the year 1796. In 1794,
Talleyrand, the celebrated French diplomatist, visited his fellowcountrymen in Greene. Among the early permanent settlers
were Nath'l Kellogg, Zopher Betts, Benajah Loomis, Cornelius
Hill, and Daniel Tremaine, who located at East Greene in 1793.
The first road that was cut through the town was called "TAe
Chenango Moad." It runs from the present village of Bainbridge to the mouth of Page Creek, on the Chfenango, a distance of about 25 mi. I'ho first settlers upon this' road within
the then limits of the town, commencing at the w., were Nathan
Bennett, Joshua Root, Eleazur Skinner, Thomas Elliott, Joab
Elliott, Roswell Fitch, Aden Elliott, Philo Clemmons, Capt. MandevlUe, Simeon and Benj. Jones, Hardin Bennett, Record Wilber,
and Deacon Richards, who came in from 1792 to '95. The settlers
who located in the s. partw. of the river, were .Tas.and Herman
Terwilliger, Elisha and I>foah Gilbert, Stephen Palmer, and Jos.
and Cornish Messenger, as early as 1796. The first birth was that
of Johnston Rundall, son of Jos. Rundall, for which honor the
mother subsequently received a deed of 50 acres of land from
the Hornby Estate.
Cartwright taught the first school,
in 1794; Conrad Sharp kept the first inn, in 1794; Elisha Smith
the first store, in 1801
Conrad Sharp built the first sav/mill, iu
1795, and Abraham Storm and Henry Vorse the first gristmill,

—

—

in 1794.
8

The census

Prot. E.

reports 9 churches

;

5 Bap,, 2 M. E., Presb., and
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Elder Kellogg continued

co.

its

pastor about

30 years.

GUIliFORD—was formed from Oxford,
March

21, 1817.

on the

It lies

e.

April 3, 1813, as "Eastern." Its name was changed
border of the co., s. of the center. The surface is hilly and

broken, consisting of the elevated lands between Chenango and Unadilla Rivers, the hills rising
to 700 feet above the valleys. It is drained by the Unadilla, which forms the entire K. boundary,

200

Pond Creek,* and several other smaller streams. The soil is a gravelly and slaty loam,
Guilford, (p. v.,) located in the valley of Guilford Pond
occasionally intermixed with clay.
Creek, contains 3 churches, an iron foundery and machine shop, and several mills ; pop. 263.
Guilford Center (p. v.) contains 2 churches and 20 dwellings. East Guilford, (p. v.,)

Guilford

e. corner of the town, contains a church, a mill, and 15 dwellings.
Mount Upton,
upon thew. bank of the Unadilla, contains 4 churches, several mills, and other manu-

in the

s.

(p.v.,)

Rockdale, (p.v.,) on the river, 4 miles below Mount
facturing establishments; pop. 190.
The first settlement was
Upton, contains 2 churches, a grist and saw mill, and 25 dwellings.
made

in 1787,

by Ezekiel Wheeler, a little n. of Mount Upton, on the farm now occupied by his
The first church (Bap.) was formed by Elder Orange Spencer,

grandson, Silas Wheeler, 2d.*
in 1803.»

LJUfCH-liAElV*
1827 and

'33.

—was formed from German, April 12, 1823.

It is the n.

w. corner town of the

co.

Parts of Pitcher were taken

Its surface is a hilly,

off in

broken upland, divided

The declivities of the hills are usually steep,
into ridges by narrow ravines extending n. and s.
and the summits are 400 to 600 feet above the valleys. Mud Creek, a branch of the Otselic, flows
Ashbel Brook and several other small streams take their rise
The soil is a shaly and clayey loam. liincklaen, (p.v.,) on Mud
Burdicli. Settlement, in the n. part, contains
Creek, contains a church and 15 dwellings.
a church and 12 dwellings. Xortb Liincklaen is a p.o. in the n.e. part. The first settlements were made about 1796. The first religious services were held by Rev. Seth Williston, in
1798. The census reports 4 churches in town.^
through the w. part of the town.

s.

in the

s.

and

e. parts.

•

MACDOjVOIJGII®— was

formed from Preston, April 17, 1816. It is an interior town, lying
is hilly, and in some places broken
by deep ravines and
sharp ridges extending n. and s. It is drained s. by Bowmans and G^enegantslet Creeks and
several other streams. Genegantslet Lake lies near the w. border. The soil is a clay loam, better
adapted to grazing than tillage. Macdonoug'h, (p.v.,) on Genegantslet Creek, contains 2
churches, several mills, and 168 inhabitants. East Macdonougll (p. v.) contains 1 church
and 14 dwellings. The first settlements were made in 1795, by Nathaniel Locke, Loring and
w. of the center of the co.

The surface

Emery

Willard,

Henry Ludlow, and

1798.

The

church

first

edifice (F.

IVEW BEREEV—was

others.'

W.

The

religious association (M. E.)

first

Bap.) was erected in 1831

formed from Norwich, April

3,

;

was formed

Elder Steer was the

in

first pastor.*

1807, changed to "Lancaster" May
Sherburne was taken off in 1852.

A part of

1821, and original name restored March 22, 1822.
It lies upon the e. border of the co., n. of the center.

9,

the ridges extending n.

and

s.

Unadilla River forms

This stream has a fall of 140 feet in passing; through Guilford
Village, afforiliug a fine and very valuable water-power.
"
Joshua INIercereau and his brother (Frenchmen) settled at
the mouth of Guilford Creek, and erected the first mill in town,
in 1789. James Phelps and
Button settled near Rockdale
in 1790; Robert SIcLeod, on Lot 1, and Isaac B'uller, from Guilford, Coun., in 1791; Dan'l Savage, John Nash, and Nelson Robbins, from Ballston Spa, in 1792, at and near the old lour Cor1

Its surface is
its e.

boundary

a rolling and hilly upland,
and Great Brook flows s

;

Guerdon Wells, Abel

Fairchild, Elisha Catlin, Joseph Pulford,
Backus, Nathaniel Gray, Wolcott Bennett. Joseph DarAaron Peet, John Wilson, Elisha Blount,
Walters. The first child born
Christopher Shipman, and
was Matilda Wells, about 1800 and the first death, that of a
child of Christopher Shipman. Wm. Ely taught the first school ;
Elisha Catlin kept the first inn; Fairchild Brothers, the first
store Catlin
Shipman built the first sawmill, and J. Pulford
ling, Jesse Catlin,

;

;

cS;

John Secor, from Ilaverstraw, on Lot 2; Gurdon and the first gristmill.
6
Wyatt Chamberlin, at Mount Upton; VVm.and Nathaniel Hyer,
Bap., Seventh Day Bap., Cong., and M. E.
6 Named in honor
all in 1793.
Major Richmond and his sons Joseph and Seth,
of Commodore Macdonough.
of Bufl'alo, Dan'l
Asa Haven, father of Hon. Solomon G. Haven,
'Edward Colburn, Benj. Ketchum, Benj. Kenyon, Ephrain
~
T. Dickinson, fatlier of Hon. Daniel S

ners;

—

"

and
of the town

ton, Caleb Burdick, Sam'l Smith,

among

the pioneer settlers

was Prudence

Fuller, in April, 1791; tlie first marriage, that
Isiuic Fuller, in 1793; and the
of Isaac Fuller, in 1793. E/.ekiel Wheeler kept
that
death,
the first inn, in 1796 and Sullivan Reynolds kept the first store
and erected the first mill on tho Unadilla, in 1790. The first
school was taught by Nathan Bennett, in 1794.
8 The census
reports 12 churches 6 M. E., 2 Bap., 2 Cong.,
Presb., Prot. E., and Union.
* Named from John
Lincklaen, former proprietor of the township and several adjacent tracts. Among the early settlers were

of

Powell and the widow of

first

;

;

town from 1796 to 1808. The first marriage was that of Sylvanus Moore and wife and the first death, that of Mrs. Benj.
Ketchum. The first school was taught l)y Capt. Joshua A.
Burke. Sylvanus Moore kept the first inn, in 1799, .ind Henry
Ludlow the first store, in 1802. Gates Wilcox erected the first
gristmill, in 1818; John Nevins, the first paper mill, in 1828, at
Macdonough Village. Henry Ludlow built the first sawmill, oa
the outlet of Ludlow Pond, in 1798.
8 The census
reports 4 churches; Bap., M. E., Presb., and
;

Union.
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Pond is near the w. border. The soil is a shaly loam, occathrough near the center. Mathewson
with
Berlin, (p. v.,) upon the Unadilla, in the n. e. part of tlve
clay.
sionally intermixed
It contains 4 churches, the New Berlin Academy, a newspaper
17, 1816.
was

New

town,

incorp. April
ofiSce, paper mill, cotton factory, tannery,

and several minor manufactories.

Pop. 740.

Soutli

upon the Unadilla, in the s. e. part, on the line of Otsego co., contains 2
in the extreme s. e. corner,
laro-e
a
tannery, and 285 inhabitants. Holmesville,
churches,
Ambler Setcontain? a tannery and about 20 houses. IVew Berlin Center is a p. o.
in 1790.^
Unadilla
settled
the
The
Scribner
Daniel
s.
in
the
hamlet
a
is
upon
tlement
part.
census reports 8 churches.^ Hon. Henry Bennett, who has been elected to Congress five successive

IVetv Berlin,

terms from this

JVORTU
lying N.

E.

(p. v.,)

district, resides in

New Berlin

IVORWICH —was

Village.

formed from Noi-wich, April

7,

1849.

It is

an

Its surface consists of the valley of Chenango
rise upon either side.
The summits of the hills are

of the center of the co.

interior town,
River and the
200 to COO feet

rolling uplands which
above the valley. It is drained by Chenango River, Cold and Fly Brooks, and several other small
The soil is a gravelly and slaty loam, in some places mixed with clay. ]¥ortli Norstreams.
liigh

(p. V.,) upon the Chenango, contains 3 churches, several mills, and about 150 inhabitants.
an important village upon the Chenango Canal. Kings Settlement is a p. o. in the e.
Jos. Lothrop and A. Mead located on Lot I, in
part; and Plaster ville, a hamlet in the s. w.
The first church (Bap.) was formed in 1796; Elder Eleany Holmes was the first preacher.*
1794.''

wich,
It is

STORWICH — was formed

from Union (Broome co.) and "Jericho," (now Bainbridge,) Jan.
Pharsalia, Plymouth, and Preston were taken ofi" in 180G, New Berlin, and a part of
Columbus, in 1807, and North Norwich in 1849.
part of Preston was annexed in 1808, and a
part taken off in 1820. It is the central town upon the e. border of the co. Its surface consists of

19, 1793.

A

two high, rolling ridges, separated by the valley of the Chenango. The highest summits are about
500 ft. above the valleys. Chenango River flows s. through the w. part. It receives the Canasawacta and several other streams as tributaries. Unadilla River forms the e. boundary. The soil
upon the uplands is a shaly and gravelly loam, and in the valleys a gravelly loam and alluvium.

]¥orivicli, (p. V.,) upon Chenango River, in the n. part, was incorp. April 16, 1816. It contains
the CO. buildings, 5 churches, the Norwich Academy, 2 banks, 2 newspaper offices, a piano forte
2 tanneries, 2 blast furnaces, a hammer factory, planing mill, foundery,
factory, 3 carriage factories,
factories, and plaster mill. Pop. 2,430. Wllite Store, (p. o.,) on
the Unadilla, contains a church, gristmill, and 10 houses. The first settlement was made in 1788, by
Avery Power.^ The first religious services were held by Rev. Manasseh French, in 1793 or '94.®

machine shop, 2 sash and door

OTSEliIC—was
of the center.

Its

formed from German, March 28, 1817.

surface

is

hilly, consisting of

It lies

high ridges 500

on the n. border of the co., w.
to 800 ft. above the valley

which are broken by the ravines of the streams. Otselic Creek is the principal
Several small streams are tributaries of
stream, and flows s. w. through the center of the tovra.
the Otselic. The soil on the hills is a shaly loam, and in the valleys alluvium. Otselic, (p. v.,)
in the n. part, contains 100 inhaljitants"; Soutb Otselic,
(p. v.,) in tl!e s. w. corner, 1 church
of Otselic Creek,

and 225 inhabitants. Settlement was commenced about 1800, by Ebcnezer Hill.* The first preacher
was Stephen C. Nicholas. There are 4 churches in town; 2 Bap., F. W. Bap., and Christian.

OXFORD —was

formed from Union (Broome

»

Among the other early settlers were Nath'l and Joseph Medbery, who located upon Great Brook; Thos. Sarle, who located
the
on
Dnadilla; Samuel Anderson, Silas Burlingame, Jeremy
Goodrich, Levi Blakeslee, Chas. Knapp, and Joseph Moss, who
located upon the present site of the village. The first child born
was Louisa Bancroft, in 1797; and the first marriage, that of
Dan'l Williams and Phila Parker, in 1794. Josiah Burlingame
taujiht the first school; Dan'l Scribner kept the first inn; Levi
Blakeslee the first store; and Job Vail built the first mill.
« 2
Bap., 2 Cong., 2 M. E., F. W. Bap., and Prot. E.
8
Among the other early settlers were Judge Joel Thompson,
Jeremiah and Abner Purdy, and Benj. Ferris, from Dutchess co.,
in 1795 and Jesse Rnndell, Jacob Grow, Gen. Obadiah German,
Ebenezer Hartwell, and James Purdy, in 1796, all of whom
settled at the village and along the valley of the Chenango.
The first child born was Amos Mead, jr., Sept. 12, 1794 the first
marringe, that of Ebenezer Hartwell and Rachel Mead, in 1795;
and the first death, that of Mrs. Abner Purdy, in 1796. Thomas
Brooks taught the first school Amos Mead kept the first inn,
in 1S03, and Gen. Obadiah German the first store.
Benj. Hartwell built the first gristmill, ih 1803.
*The census reports 4 churches; 2 M. E., Bap., and Univ.
^
Among the other early settlers were David Fairchild, Silas

—

;

;

;

co.)

and "Jericho," (now Bainbridge,) Jan.

Wm. Smiley, Nicholas Pickett, Maj. Thomas Brooks, Israel,
Graves, .Josiah Brown,_John WaitjWm.Ransford
Chas. and Matt. and sons Hascall and Wm., jr., John Harris, Manasseh French,
Joab Enos, Hezekiah Brown, Elisha Smith, Wm. and Chauncoy Gibson, Mark, Wm., and Stephen Steere, Stephen Collins, Jas.
Gilmore, Moses Snow, John Randall, John McNitt, and David and
John Shattuck. The first child born was Lucy Power; the first
male child, Marcus Cole; the first marriage in the town and co.
was that of Hascall Ransford and Fanny Graves, July 12, 1792.
Benj. Edmunds kept the first inn; Jonathan Johnson was the first
physician; and Elisha Smith built the first saw and grist mill.
6 There are 6 churches in
town; Bap., M.E., Cong., Prot. E.,
Union, and "R. C.
' An Indian
name, signifying Plum Creek.
8
Among the early settlers were Reuben Buckingham, David
Steadman, Wm. Fish, Jonah Wolcott, Wm. Cross, Wm. Hurlbut, and Wm. Smith, in the N. part; Elias Benjamin, Buell
Warner and his sons Oliver, Abner, and Buell, jr., Benoni Parce,
I^ewis Cook, iEneas Thompson, John and James Warner, Abraham Fairchild, and Wm. Greene, in the s. part. Hannah Warner taught the first school. Ebenezer Hill kept the first inn,
in 1810, and built the first gristmill, in 1820. G.K.Cooloykept
the first store, in 1812. Jas. Rust built the first sawmill.

ICole,
|

19,

-
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Guilford was taken off in 1813, and a part of Coventry in 1843. It is an interior town,
Its surface is divided into two parts by the valley of the
a
little s. of the center of the co.
lying
above the valleys. Chenango
Chenango. The hills bordering upon the river are 500 to 800 ft.
River flows s. w. through the w. part in a valley averaging about 1 mi. in width. It receives Eddy
and Padget Brooks from the e., and Fly-Meadow, Mill, and Ludlow Brooks from the w. The soil is
a shaly loam upon the hills, and a gravelly loam and alluvium in the valleys. Oxford, (p. v.,)
1793.

upon the Chenango, in the
Oxford Academy,^ a hoe

tlie

n. part of the town, incorporated April G, 1806, contains 6 churches,
and saw mill, and
factory, sash and blind factory, carriage shop, grist

Oxford

plaster mill.
Pop. 1,218. Soutb
The first settlements
a p. o. near the .s. line.

and Cliesllireville
is a p. o. in the s. w. corner
were made in 1790, by Benjamin Hovey.* The first
;

preacher was Rev. Uri Tracy, (Presb.,) in 1792.*

PIIARSAliIA — was

"
formed from Norwich, as Stoningion,'" April 7, 1806. Its name was
an
interior
town, lying n. w. of the center of the co. Its surface is a
changed April 6,
a portion of the watershed between Chenango and Otselic
rolling and hilly upland, occupying
Rivers. The latter flows through the extreme n. w. corner.
Canasawacta, Genegantslet, and

18087

It is

Brackel Creeks take their rise near the center. The soil is a shaly loam. Pharsalia, (p. v.,)
East Pbarsalia, (p. v.,) in the s., 2 churches, 2 gristmills,
in the w. part, contains 12 houses
a sawmill, and 15 houses. IVorf li Pliarsalia is a p. o. The first settlement was commenced
in 1797, by John Randall, on Lot 48.* John Peck was the first settled minister. There are three
;

churches in town

;

Bap., F.

PITCHER*—was
was annexed

in 1833.

W.

Bap., and Presb.

formed from German and Lincklaen, Feb.
It lies

upon the w. border

13, 1827.

of the co., n. of the center.

A part of

Lincklaen

Its surface consists

Otselic River flows s. e. through
principally of two high ridges 500 to 800 ft. above the valleys.
the center. Brackel Creek flows s. w. through the s. part. The ravines of the streams are narrow
and are bordered by steep hillsides. The soil is a shaly and gravelly loam. Pitcher, (p. v.,)

upon the

w. of the center, contains 3 churches, a woolen factory, and 25 dwellings.
n. e. of the center, contains 2 churches, 2 sawmills,
(p. v.,) upon the Otselic,

s.

Otselic,

IVorth Pitcher,
a hame factory, fork
of the center.®

or '95.'

The

factory,

and about 20 dwellings.

South Pitcher
first

a p. o.
religious services were held

Pitcher Springs

John Wilson and

is

by Rev. Seth Williston, in

PEYMOUTH—was formed from Norwich, April

(p- o.) is

a hamlet

e.

Schuyler settled in 1794
1797.*

an interior town, lying n. of
the center of the co. Its surface is a hilly upland, broken by deep ravines. Canasawacta Creek,
and its e. andw. branches, flow s.e. through deep and narrow valleys and form a junction near
Southwest of the center are 2 small ponds, covering an area of 100 to
the center of the town.
150 acres each. The soil is a gravelly and clayey loam. Plymouth,' (P-"^-)) n. of the center,
contains 3 churches and 150 inhabitants; South Plymouth, (p. o.,) in the s.e., a gristmill
and 10 houses. The first settlement was commenced about 1794, by some French families.^" The
and the Rev.
first church (M. E.) was organized about 1806
White was the first preacher.^^
7,

1806.

It is

;

PRESTOJV—was formed from
A

part of Norwich was taken off

Norwich, April 2, 1806. Macdonough was tarken off in 1816.
in 1808, and a part of the same town was annexed in 1820.

1 This institution for
many years bore the highest reputation
of any academy w. of the Hudson. Many distinguished citizens
of the central portions of the State received their academic edu-

cation at this place.
2
Among the other early settlers were Elijah Blackman, Eben
Enos, John Bartle and 6 sous, Peter Burgot,.Tohn Church, Theodore Burr. Benj. Loomis, Samuel B'arnham, Charles Hurst, John
Holmes, John McNeil, Dau'l Tucker, Francis Balcom, Wm. and
Henry Gordon, and Thos. McAlpine. The first child born was
Ellis Loomis, in May, 1792 the first marriage was that of Peter
Bartle and Tabitha Loomis, in May, 179o; the first death was
that of a child of Peter Burgot, and the first death of an adult,
that of Andrew Loomis, in 1893. Mrs. Philip Hartle taught the
first school, in 1793.
Philip Bartle built the first schoolhouse,
Bartle kept the
individually, on '-Pavt/ier Bill," in 1793; John
first inn. on Bowmans Creek; Benj. Hovey kept the first store,
and Peter Burgot built the first mill, on Mill Brook.
3 The census
Bap., F. W. Bap.,
reports 7 churches iu town
;

;

and Univ.
E., Presb., Prot. E., R. C,
*
Among the other early settlers were Joseph Breed, on Lot 49,
Sanford Morgan, on Lot 36. John Weaver, on Lot 28, Daniel BeniJoshua Weaver and
Bon, on Lot 70, Lodowick Weaver, on Lot 32,
David Davis, on Lot 69,— all from Cunn. The first birth was that
of Jabesh Brown
that
of Denieon R. Weaver the first marriage,
and Ketura Brown; and the first death, that of Mrs. Neliemiah
Tlie first tavern
school.
first
the
Aruna
Wait
Lewis.
taught
and store were kept by Sanford Morgan, on Lot 36; the first
Creek.
on
Canasawacta
Lot
Asa
on
was
built
will
27,
Weaver,
by

M.

;

5

Named from

Nathaniel Pitcher, Lieutenant Governor of the

State.
6

Pitcher Springs, formerly quite a watering place, was named
from the sulphur springs located there. It is now almost deserted.
'

Among the other early settlers were Ebenezor Wakely, Benj.
Jonathan Chandler, George Taylor, Silas Beebe, Jonas
Hiuman, Abijah Rhines, Simon Peet,
.Millard, and Elijah
Fenton. The first child born was a son of Silas Beebe, in Nov.
1796; and the first marriage, that of .John Wilson and Polly
Ebenezer Wakely taught the first
Hinraan, May 16, 1799.
school; Benj. Fairchild kept the first inn, Reuben Root the first
store, and John Lincklaen built the first mills.
8 The census
reports 6 churches in town; 2 Cong., 2 M. E.,
Bap., and Union.
Fairchild,

9

Formerly called '•Franl-ville."
10
Among the early settlers were John Raynor and G. D. .Teffroy,
(Frenchmen.) James Bumford, Nathan Wales, John Miller. Col.
Wm. Munroe, Silas Holmes, Dan'l Prentiss, Jas. Purdy. Juclah
Bement, and R. D. Dillaye. The first death Was that of
Blowers; Elizabeth Bowdish died about the same time. Clarissa
Brooks taught the first school, in 1800 or '01; Charles Bahcock
kept the first inn, and John Raynor the first store. Col. Walker
Prentiss built the first mill, and John Thorp the first woolen
factory, at an early day.
11 There are 4 cliurches in
town ; M. B., Bap., F. W. Bap., aiid
Cong.
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a high, rolling upland, divided into two distinct
feet above the Chenango Valley at Norwich. The
Creek and Mill Brook, flowing s. into the Chenango. The soil
are
streams
Fly-Meadow
principal
It is generally well
in many places stony and hard to cultivate.
is a gravelly and slaty loam,
in the n. part, contains 2 churches
Preston
to
o.,)
Corners,
p.
(Preston
grazing.
adapted
and 105 inhabitants. The first settlement was made on Fly-Meadow Creek, in 1787, by James
The first church (Bap.) was formed in 1806,
Glover, who erected the first gristmill, in 1788-89.^

It is the central to-mi of the co.
rido-es.

The summits of the

Its surface is

hills are

200 to 800

—

by Elder Haskall, the

first

preacher.^

SHERBURXE—was formed
in 1808,

ofi"

and a part of

New

from Paris, (Oneida co.,)
Berlin was annexed in 1852.

March

1795.
Smyrna was taken
on the n. border of the co.,

5,

It lies

The highest summits are 200 to 500 feet above the valleys of the streams.
E. of the center.
Chenango River enters the co. from Madison and flows in a s. e. direction through the town,
The soil is chiefly a
receiving Handsome and Mad Brooks and several other tributaries.
The Chelands are a sandy loam.
gravelly and slaty loam, but some portions of the valley
nango Canal passes through the valley parallel to the river. On the bottom lands of the river
on the Chenango, s. of the center, was incorp.
hops are extensively grown. Slierburne, (p. v.,)
and several manufactories. Pop.
April 16, 1830. It contains 6 churches, the Sherburne Academy,
about 1200. Earlvllle, (p. v.,) on the line of Madison co., contains 441 inhabitants, of whom
208 are in this town. Joseph Gutherie settled in the valley of the Chenango, near Sherburne
"
Shay's men," is supposed to have been there a
Major Brooks, one of the
Village, in 1792.
of families from New
year or two earlier.^ The first religious services were held by a number
and settled on it ia
9th
of
the
the
s.w.
who
township,
(Sherburne,)
quarter
England,
purchased
March, 1793.*

SMITHTIIjLiI] —was

formed from Greene, April 1, 1808. It lies on the w. line of the co.,
consists of high ranges of hills, with narrow valleys extending n.
and s. It is drained s. by Genegantslet and Ludlow Creeks and their tributaries, and several
other streams flowing into the Chenango. The soil is a gravelly and clay loiam in the valleys, and
a clay and slaty loam on the hills. Smitliville Flats, (p. v.,) on Genegantslet Creek, in
s.

of the center.

The surface

w. corner, contains 4 churches, 3 sawmills, a gristmill, and 315 inhabitants. East Smithville, on Ludlow Creek, near the e. line, contains 2 churches and 18 dwellings. The first settlement was made in the valley of the Genegantslet, in 1797, by Robert Lytle, from Ireland.* The

the

s.

first

church (Bap.) was formed in 1805, by Elder Gray, the

first

preacher.^

SMYRIVA—was

taken from Sherburne, March 25, 1808, as "Stafford." Its name was
6
same year. It is the central town upon the n. border of the co. Its surof
the
changed April
face is a broken and hilly upland, the highest summits being 500 to 800 feet above the valleys.
The principal stream is Pleasant Brook, flowing s. e. through near the center. Cold Brook and
several other small streams flow through portions of the town. These streams mostly flow through
narrow valleys bordered by hillsides, the largest portions of which are too steep for cultivation.

The
was
The

a gravelly and shaly loam. Smyrna, (p. v.,) upon Pleasant Brook, near the e. line,
It contains 3 churches, a gristmill, 2 tanneries, and 320 inhabitants.
incorp. April 20, 1829.
soil is

first

settlement

was made by Joseph

Porter, in 1792.'

The

first

religious societv (Friends)

was

formed at an early period.*
1 David Fairchild and liis sons John and Amos
settled at Preston Corners in 1795; Kandall Billings and Silas Champion, from
Conn., at Preston Center, iu 1796; Jonas Marsh, from Mass., Col.
Gurdciu, and Dudley Hewitt, in 1799. Among the other early settlers were t-am'l and Clark Lewis, Rev. Hazard Burdick, David
iccleston, Jonas Marsh,
Champlam, \\ m. Packer, Abraham A very, and Wm. Walsworth. The first child born was Fanny
BiUings, July 16, 1796; the first marriage, that of Capt. Lyon
and Widow Crandall, in 179S and the first death, that of an
The first school was taught by Wm.
iiiftnt child of Geo. Crary.
Mc.Mpine. who surveyed the Livingston Patent in 1798 and subsequently the Morris Tract. Jonas Marsh kept the first inn, in
1800 Jiis. Glover kept the first store and erected the first mill.
2 The census
reports 5 churches Bap., 1\ W. Bap., Seventh
Day Bap., Prosb., and Univ.
* A
comiiany from New England, consisting of Nath'l Gray,
Joel Hatch, Abraham, James, and Newcomb Raymond, Joseph,
John, and Eleazur Lothrop, Cornelius Clark, and Joel Northrop,
with their families, settled in 1793. The deed of their purchase
is dated in June of that year.
*
During the first week after their arrival they erected a log
meetinghriuse, and on the succeeding Sabbath met in it, after
the example of the Pilgrim Fathers, to make public and united
Acknowledgments for the protection and guidance of an over;

:

;

ruling Power while on a perilous and tedious journey through
The census reports 9
the wilderness to their new homes.
churches; 2 Bap., 2 M. E., F. W. Bap., Cong., Prot.E., Univ.,

and Union.
6 Jos.
Agard and Eppaphes Sheldon, from Litchfield, Conn.,
bought out the log house and improvement of Mr. Lytle in Feb.
1798, moved in their families, and became the sole residents of
the town. They were joined in 1798-99 by Edward Loomis, who
settled on Ludlow Creek, Simeon Neal, Robt. Williams, As;*
Straight. Dan'l Phillips, Capt. Samuel A. SIceel, John Young, and
John Palmer. The first child born was Jane Loomis, May 2,
ISOO; the first marriage, that of Jason Smith and Hannah Korapaugh, in 1807 and the first death, that of a son of Georgo
Shaddock, in 1799. Capt. John Palmer kept the first inn and
store and erected the first distillery. Timothy Scoville built tho
first sawmill, in 1805, and Nicholas Powell the first gristmill, ia
;

1809.
E., Bap., and Univ.
the other early settlers were Jos. Collins. Jos. BilThe
Talcott, David Wilbur, and John Parker.
gristmill and clothing works were erected by Collins & Bil-

8

The census reports 4 churches; 2 M.

^

Among

lings,
first

Joshua

lings, in 1795.
8

The census reports 5 churches in town; Bap.,
and Friends.

Cong., M. E.,

F.

W.

Bap.|
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Pojndation, DiceUin(/s, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Line
Stock, Aijricidtural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Chenango Counti/.
Acres of Land.

Population,

Vald.^tion op 1838.

j

s

Names or Towns.

I
I
AftOQl
Baiubridge

Columbua
Coventry

German

-

,

Greene
Guilford
Llncklaen.

Macdonough...,

New

Berlin

North Norwich.
Norwich
Otselic

Oxford
Pharsalia
Pitcher

Plymonth
Preston

Sherburne
Smitbville.

Smyrna
Total

,

27,680i
14,319
21,447
10.663i
2S,17oi
23,533
10,544J
13,181f
19.942
lO.lUOi
19.528A
14.352
19.159
12.794

13,354t
15.166
15,935i
20.702
20,341
16,903J
347,8281

20,092

7^93
10,605
6.0.35i

14,082i
10,953
6.201i
8,619
10.046

s
as

$383,045
385,550
382,312
454,715
157,990

292.760
627,600
234,380
241,090
376,645
277,010
776,686
400,565
442,428

$22,300
23,700
54,343
43,450
3.675
332.565
82,900
8,700
19,340
510,436
27,850
56.945
15,250
162,725
13.000
22,740
39,300
26,040
115,100
29,100
68,364

9.620,318

1.677,823

1.031,tK)5

640.220
149,740
232,900
1,22:3.675

6.591

362,341

6.4771
9,871
12,101
12,248
4,395}
9,671
5,361
5,544i
9,366i

54t5.761

7,2SU
182.936

li,~

$405,345
409,250
436,655
498,165
161,ti65

1,364,470

723,120
158,440
252.240
1,734,111
390.191
603.706

308,010
790,325
247,380
263,830
415,945
303,050
891,786
429,665
510,792
11,298,141

cli¥to:n^

county.

This county was formed from Washington, March 7, 1788.^ Essex
St. Lawrence was i^rovisionally annexed
was taken off in 1799.
in 1801, and taken off in 1802; a portion of Oneida was annexed
It lies upon Lake
in 1801 and Franklin was taken off in 1808.
It is cenChamplain, and is the n. e. corner co. of the State.
;

from Albany, and contains 1,092 sq. mi.
generally hilly and broken, and in some parts
The Au Sable Range enters the s. w. corner from

trally distant 143 mi.

The

surface

is

mountainous.

Essex CO. and extends in spurs and broken ranges through more
than one-half of the w. part of the co. The highest peaks, along
These mounthe w. border, are 3,000 to 4,000 feet above tide.

same general
They are wild and broken, and

tains have the

characteristics as those further

s.

and summits are so
covered with ragged ledges of rocks that they can produce but a scanty crop of timber and are
almost inaccessible. The uplands decline toward the n. and along the n. line of the co. is a wide
tract nearly level. Along the lake shore the surface is level or moderately uneven and from this
A large share
tract it rises gradually but unevenly to the summits of the ridges in the interior.
of the central and w. portions of the co. is covered by the original forests, and is too rough to ever
admit of profitable cultivation. The mountainous region in the s. w., comprising about one-third
A belt of Potsdam sandstone
of the CO., is underlaid by gneiss, granite, and other primary rocks.
extends in a great curve around the primary region and occupies more than one-half of the retheir declivities

;

;

maining part of the co. On the n. it extends nearly to Canada, but toward the s. it gradually
diminishes, and on the s. line it is but a few miles wide.
Surrounding this, and lying next above it,
is a narrow belt of calciferous sand rock, outcropping on the surface, along the lake shore, between
Au Sable and Salmon Rivers. The limestones next appear, occupying the n. e. corner of the co.
and outcropping along the lake from Salmon River to Rouses Point. Tertiary clay is found in a
few places along the lake; and drift deposits are abundant in the n. and e. parts. Peat bogs are
numerous in the n. e. part. The primitive region is exceedingly rich in minerals. Magnetic iron
ore is found in inexhaustible quantities, and of a quality equal to the best in the world.^
Au Sable River forms most of the s. boundary. North of this are Little Sable, Salmon, Saranac. Little Chazy, and Great Chazy or Champlain Rivers, all flowing into Lake Champlain. English
River flows n, into Canada. Upon all these streams are numerous falls, furnishing an immense
amount of water-power. In the western wilderness are numerous small lakes, the principal of which
are Chateaugay and Chazy Lakes, and Sampson, Taylor, and Slush Ponds.
The soil along the lake
is clayey, and in the interior and w. a
sandy loam, best adapted to pasturage.
The people are principally engaged in stock raising, dairying, lumbering,' mining, and in the
manufacture of iron* and starch. A large business is carried on in peltries, the wilderness still
Fish are abundant in the mountain
furnishing numerous valuable fur-bearing animals.*
streams and lakes, although the salmon, once so abundant, have now nearly disappeared.* The
Northern (Ogdensburgh) R. R. extends w. from Rouses Point, on Lake Champlain, through ChamThe Plattsburgh & Montreal R. R. extends n.
plain, Mooers, Altona, EUenburgh, and Clinton.
through Plattsburgh, Beekmantown, Chazy, and Mooers.
The CO. seat is located at the village of Plattsburgh, on Lake Champlain.'' The courthouse is a
1 Named from Geo.
Clinton, then Governor. When organized, districts, and upon them are numerous sawmills. Immense
embraced all the land on botli sides of Lake Champlain, as quantities of logs are annually floated down these streams and
claimed by the State of New York. The claim E. of the lake worked up at the mills below. Several important plank roads
wa-s abandoned upon the recognition of Vermont as an indepen- have been constructed in the wilderness for the special accomdent State, in 1791.
modation of the lumber and iron business.
2 Clinton and Essex are the two most
* The iron manufactured is
important mining cos.
principally in the form of blooms.
5
in the State. The veins of iron, in extent and richness, surpass
Hunting is pursued as a business to some extent and during
those of any other part of the world. Ore was first discovered the summer large numbers of amateur hunters from the cities
in the "Winter" ore bed, in Au Sable, by Geo. Shaffer, in 1800, flock to the wilderness for recreation and amusement.
6 So abundant were salmon that 30
although travelers had previously frequently noticed the imyears ago 100 bbls. were
mense quantities of iron sand upon the lake shore. The prin- annually taken in the co. ; and from its importance to the early
cipal veins now opened are the Arnold, Rutgers, Finch, Winter, settlers this fish was taken as a device for the first co. seal.
1 The first court was held Oct.
Indian, Cook, Battle, Mace, Jackson, and Mclntyre Mines, in
28, 1788. A blockhouse erected
Au Sable the Palmer and Rutgers Mines, in Black Brook and at the time of the alarm occasioned by the defeat of St. Clair by
in
Dannemora.
Veins
of
and
Averill
the
the Skinner
Indians was used for the first jail. A courthnase and j,ail
Mines,
greater
or less richness are found in all the towns underlaid by the of wood was erected in 1802-03, and burned in 1814 by the invading British army. A new one erected soon after was burned
primary rocks.
8 Au Sable and Saranae Rivers flow
through valuable lumber in 1836, and the present one was erected on its sita. The first
232
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;

—

;

;
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The
substantial brick building, with a stone basement, fronting the public square and the river.
a stone building in the rear of the courthouse, aflFords no accommodations for the classification
The clerk's office is a fireproof l)uilding on
of prisoners, and is destitute of means of ventilation.
jail,

an adjacent lot. The poorhouse is located in Beekmantown, 4 mi. n. of Plattsburgh. It has an
average of 65 inmates, supported at a weekly cost of $1.00 each. The farm 90 acres yields a
revenue of $800.* Four weekly newspapers are published in the co.*
The first white man that ever visited this co. was Samuel Champlain, in 1609, under the auspices of
the French. From that time until the final surrender of Canada in 1760, the French claimed and held

—

—

this region of country, and the lands were mostly occupied by parties holding title under French grants.'
At the close of the war in 1760, settlement rapidly spread down the lake shore. By the terms of

the treaty between England and France, the French settlers were to be secured in their rights but
New York made conflicting grants, which gave rise to controversies and quarrels
few f\imilies were scattered along the shore
and seriously retarded the progress of settlement.
;

the Government of

A

but the expedition of Burgoync in 1777 broke up every settlement
An important naval engagement took place Sept. 11, 1776, in the strait between Valin the co.
cour Island and the w. shore, between the British and American forces, without any decisive
results. The conflict was renewed on the 13th, and the American vessels were nearly all run ashore
previous to the Revolution

;

on the Vt. side and burned.*
Settlements were made at all the principal places bordering upon the lake within 10 years after
the close of the Revolution. Point Au Fer was occupied by the British until 1796, when, in comwith several other posts along the n. frontier, it was surrendered to the Americans.* During
the same year the St. Regis Indians ceded their claims to the State. The embargo of 1808 was
openly violated, and many severe encounters took place between the i-evenue officers and organized

mon

Several attempts were made by lawless bands to seize the collectors and
but without success. During the last war with Great Britain this co. was the seat
of important military transactions, and along its frontiers and upon the adjacent waters of the lake
many skirmishes and engagements took place.'

bands of smugglers.®
revenue

officers,

were Chas. Piatt, First Jitdgf, ; .Tosiah Throop and
Chos. Hay, Judges ; Robt. Cochran, Peter Sailly. Wm. McAuley,
and Pliny }iIootg. Assistant Jiidkei ; Theodorus Piatt, Surrogate;
Benj. Mooers, Sheriff; and Melancthon Lloyd Woolscy, Cleric.
1 The Senate Committee of 1857 report that "this house is a
very poor one, indifferently kept, and a disgrace to the co." The
rooms were filthy and not at all ventilated ; and the water supwhich
plied to the establishment is furnished from springs into
drains from the barnyard and privies empty. No school is
schools.
are
not
admitted
to
the
the
children
and
public
taught;
The Supervisors have authorized a loan of $1,000 for rebuilding
this establishment.
2 TIte American Monitor was established at Plattsburgh in
1807 by W. Nichols and Sam'l Lowell, and continued a
short time.
CO. officers

The Plattsburgh Republican

was begun in .Tuly,
1811, by
Reynolds, In 181.3 Azariah C. Flagg
became publisher, and continued it until 1826. It was
subsequently under the charge of H. C. Miller and Wra.
Laud. In Aug. 183.3, it passed into the hands of Roby
G. Stone, by whom it is still continued.
The Northern Herald was begun April 10, 1813, by Fred. C.
In 181.5 it was changed to
Powell.
The Plattsburgh Herald, and soon after it was discontinued.
The. Northern Intelligencer was begun at Plattsburgh in May,
In 1832 it was united with
1821, by Fred. R. Allen.
The Aurora Borealis, which was established in 1828, the combined papers taking the name of the
Plattsburgh Aurora. It was continued but a short time.
The Democratic Press was published at Plattsburgh in 1834 by
J.K. Averill.
The Whig was started at Plattsburgh in 1835 by G. W. Piatt.
in 1838 it was changed to the
Clinton County Whig. After several changes of ownership, in
Oct. 185.5, it was changed to

The Plattsburgh

Sentinel, and

is still

published.

3 The Governor General and Intendant, on tlie 10th,
11th, and
12th days of April. 1733, granted 3 seigniories within the present
limits of Champlain and Chazy, each 3 leagues in depth and
fronting upon Lake Champlain. The first, granted to Ungues
•Tacques Pean. Sieur de Liviandii^re, captain in the marines, e.xtended from Chazy River 2^ leagues nortliward the second waa
granted to Sieur Migeon de la Gauchitiire, also a captain in the
marines, and the third io Sienr de St. Vincent, jr., an ensign
in the marines; each grant being 2 leagues in front. These
grants were assigned forever, in fief and seigniory, with the
right of superior, mean, and inferior jurisdiction, (haute, moyenne,
et basse Justice.) witli the right of hunting, fishing, and Indian
trade, subject to the performance of fealty and homage at the
Castle of St. Louis, in Quebec, agreeable to the custom of Paris
followed in Canada. They were conditioned to the preservation
by tenants of the oak-timber fit for the royal navy, the reservation of mines and highways to the crown, and the use of the
beaches to fishermen unless actually occupied by the seignior.
The patentees miglit grant concessions to tenants, subject to the
customai-y cens et rentes and dues, for each arpent of land in front
by 40 arpents in depth. If used for military purposes, materials
for the erection of fortifications and firewood for the use of garrisons were to be given without charge, and the grant was to be
submitted for the royal approbation within one year. The
grantees having failed to make improvements on the 10th of
May, 1741, all these grants were declared to have reverted to his
m.ajesty's domain. On the 1st of Nov., 1752, a heigniory ot 2J
leagues in front by 3 in depth, and including Chaiy River, was
granted to the Sienr Bedou. councellor in the Superior Council
of Quebec, inider conditions like those of P6an. Titles and Docs,
;

—

relating to the Seignorial Tenure.
*

This engagement was one of the most gallant fought during
the war, and, although resulting disastrously, it reflected no
dishonor on the American arms. Tlie American forces, comPlattsburgh Express, published by Albert G. manded by Benedict Arnold, consisted of 1 sloop, 2 schooners,
4 galleys, and 8 gondolas, with 84 guns and 144 swivels and tho
Carver, and is still continued by him.
Berean Guide was published a short time at Beekmantown British firce, commanded by Capt. Thos. Pringles, of 1 ship, 2
in 1837 by Rev. Mr. Bailey.
schooners, 1 razee, 1 gondola, 20 gunboats, and 28 long boats,
with 89 guns and 697 men. The American loss was 80 to 90,
Free Democrat was published in 1848 by Oliver Hart.
Northern Lancet, mo., was begun in 1849 by Dr. Horace and the British about the same. The Americans saved themNelson. It was soon changed to
selves by running their vessels aground and swimming ashore.
5
Lancet, and was continued till 1856.
Judge Pliny Moore, who settled in Champlain in 1785, waa
Champlain Beacon was commenced in 1850 by Ketchum visited on the 1st of every month by a British corporal and file
& Averill. In 1852 it w.as sold to D. Turner, of of men, from Point Au Fer, to notify him that his claim under
the State would not be recognized but no attention was paid to
Keeseville, who changed it to
Rouses Point Advertiser, under which name it these repeated warnings. Palmer's Hist. Lake Champlain.p. 162,
6 In 1808 two Government officers were killed in attempting
is still published.
Cottage Gazette was published in 1851 by Arthur C. Nelson. to seize a smuggling vessel called the Black Snake.
' The
American Sentinel was started .Tan. 10, 1855, by Warren
following is a brief chronological list of the most imDow. It was soon changed to
portant events of the war connected with this co.

The

;

The
The
The
The
The

The
TTie

The

—

;
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In the summer of 1814, Sir Geo. Provost, Gov, of Canada, made extensive preparations for an
invasion of the country along Lake Champlain. Toward the last of Aug. a land force of 14,000
men assembled on the frontier and commenced their march, supported by a formidable fleet under
Commodore Downie. Gen. Macomb, who commanded the Americans, had a force of less than

army drew nigh, he was continually re-inforced by volunteers and
The American fleet, under the command of Commodore MacDonough, took position in
Cumberland Bay, awaiting the attack of the British. On Sunday morning, Sept. 11, a simultaneous attack was made by the British land and naval forces, and a bloody and desperate battle
ensued. At the end of 2 hours Commodore Dovniie's flag struck, and nearly the whole British
The cannonade was continued upon the shore until
fleet fell into the hands of the Americans.^
retreated and in a few days returned to Canada.'
night, when the British slowly and sullenly
These engagements were justly considered among the most brilliant that occurred during the war,

3,000

;

but, as the invading

militia.^

1812,

"

"

1813,

"

"

Sept. 1.

Sept. 16.

—Gen. Bloomfield, with 8,000 troops, prepared
attack Canada.
—Troops
consisting

Sept. 20.

July

—

2.

31.

—

1814,

Sept. 11.

—Naval engagement in Cumberland Bay, resulttlje complete victory of the Americans
and an attack upon the American landworks,
which was repulsed. The British army re-

ing in

retired to Plattsburgh for winter quarters.
—Two
brigades marched to Sackets Harbor,

Feb.

June

to

and 2,000
militia, under Gen. Dearborn, encamped within a half mile of the Canada line.
Guardhouse at La Cole surprised; but, as
plans of attack were frustrated, the troops
of 3,000 regulars

leaving the w. side of the lake entirely unprotected till Sept.
Naval engagement near Ash Island, Canada,

between an American force, under Lieut.
Sidney Smith, and several British gunboats,
resulting in the loss of the American sloops
Growler and Eagle and 112 men. The vessels were subsequently re-captured.
A British force of 1,400 men, under Col. Murray,
made a descent upon Plattsburgh and destroyed a large amount of public and private

"

Sept. 34.

—

;

treated during the following night.
division of the British army retired to

^Last

Canada.
1 Gov. Chittenden of Vt. issued a
proclamation calling upon
the militia to rally and repel the invasion and large numbers
promptly responded to the call and repaired to the camp. The
call upon Washington and Warren cos. was answered by 350
more men than had ever mustered at an inspection or review.
2 The
comparative strength and loss of the two parties on the
lake were as follows
;

:

—

AMERICAN.

—

property.
"
Sept. 19. A body of 3,000 American troops, under Gen.
Hampton, concentrated at Cimiberland Head
and started on an expedition against Canada.
"
Sept. 21. After remaining one day in Canada, the Gen.
changed his plan, and, ostensibly on his way
to Montreal, he marched to Chateaugay, and
there remained idle 26 days.
"
Oct. 1. A small party of American militia surprised a
picket guard at Odeltown, Canada.
"
Oct. 11. Col. Isaac Clark, with 110 men, crossed the
lake from Champlain, attacked a party of
British at Missisco Bay, killed 9, wounded 14,
and took 101 prisoners.
"
Not.
party of Vt. militia crossed the lake and
placed themselves under General Hampton.
The Gov. of Vt. ordered them to return but
they refused to obey.
"
Dec. 1. A British naval force, consisting of 6 armed
galleys, under Capt. Pring, entered the lake
and burned an empty storehouse near Rouses
Point. In the report of Sir George Provost,
this building was converted into a large
magazine of stores at Plattsburgh.
Jan. 18. A detachment of infantry from Plattsburgh
1814,
arrived upon the frontier, soon followed by
another
of troops, under Gen. Wilkinson.
« March 30.—Tinder thebody
direction of Gen. Wilkinson, Maj.
Forsyth attacked a gristmill at La Cole, but
was repulsed with a loss of 104 in killed and
wounded. The British loss was 56.
«
May 9.—A British naval force, consisting of 5 sloops and
13 row-galleys, under Capt.
Pring, were repulsed in an attack upon Otter Creek, in Vt.
On their retreat they entered Baquet River,
but were attacked by a body of militia, and
nearly all the men in the rear galley were
killed or wounded.
"
June 24.—Lieut. Col. Forsyth, with 70 riflemen, entered
Canada, and was attacked by a British force
of 200 men. He effected his retreat with
little loss, but a few
days after was killed in
another skirmish.
«
Aug. 29.—Gen. Izard, with the greater part of the American force, left Champlain, leaving the immense amount of military stores at Plattsburgh in charge of Gen. Macomb, at the
head of 3,400 men, 1,400 of whom were sick.
"
Aug. 30. Gen. Brisbane, with the advance guard of the
British army, took possession of Champlain.
"
Sept. 3.— Sir Geo. Provost, Gov. of Canada, at the head
of 14.000 men, advanced S. from Champlain,
arriving within 8 mi. of Plattsburgh on the
evening of the 5th.
•
Sept. 6. Skirmish at Culvers Hill, and the first attack
on Plattsburgh, in which the British lost 200
men and the Americans 45.

Vessels.

—

—

—
—

—A

;

—

—

—

—

Flagship Saratoga, Com. Mactlonough...
Brig Eagle, Capt. Ilenlyn
Schooner Ticonderoga, Lieut. Cassin
Sloop Preble, Lieut. Chas. Budd
Galleys Allen, Burrows, Borer, Nettle,
Viper, and Centipede (each 1 long
24 and 1 Columbian)
Galleys Ludlow, Wilmer, Alwin, and
Ballard (each 1 12 pound)
Total..
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and they served to partially obliterate the disgrace that attached to most of the movements that
were planned and executed along the n. frontier. The immense sums of money expended within
the CO. during the war greatly stimulated its industry and although Plattsburgh was twice in tho
hands of the enemy and partly burned, still business prospered. At the close of the war the excitement subsided, and a commercial re-action followed that entirely prostrated business. Upon
the completion of the Champlain Canal in 1823, business again revived and a new impulse has
again been given to it by the railroads and plank roads since constructed. In 1838-40 the co.
shared the intense excitement attending the " Patriot Wars," and several encounters between the
insurgents and the military authorities took place in the neighboring parts of Canada.
The lands in this co. were mostly granted in comparatively small patents. The w. portion embraces
4 townships of the Old Military Tract. A tract of 231,540 acres in the n. e. and central parts of the
CO. was included in the lands granted by the Legislature of New York to the refugees from Canada
and Nova Scotia at the close of the Revolution.^ These lands were divided into 80 and 420 acre
lots, except 5,000 acres, which was divided into 15 equal parts, which were granted to the officers
and privates among these refugees. Considerable land lying along the lake was granted in small
tracts to English oflficers who served during the French War.
Among the principal remaining
patents were Piatt's, Livingston's, Beekman's, Duerville, Dean's, and Graves.
;

;

AIjTOXA—was

formed from Chazy, Dec. 2, 1857. It is an interior town, lying n. of the
a rolling upland, with a slight inclination toward the n.e. The
w. half is underlaid by Potsdam sandstone, and hundreds of acres are covered with the naked
rock.
Great Chazy River is the principal stream. The soil is light and sandy, and a large share
center of tho co.

Its surface is

A

it is unfit for cultivation.
few settlements are scattered through the town, and the people
are mostly engaged in lumbering.
There is no village or p. o. in town. Cba.zy, in the n.
lies on the w. line.
The first settler
Ellenburgb
part, is a station on the N. R. R.

of

Depot

was Simeon Wood, who
and Duerville Patent.

AC SABLiE'—was

The town embraces parts of the Refugee Tract
church (French Bap.) was formed Jan. 1, 185G.

located in

The

first

town in 1800.^

formed from Peru, March 29, 1839.

It is the

s. e.

corner town in the co.

Its surface is nearly level in the e., rolling in the center, and hilly in the w.
The highest
are 500 to 600 ft. above the lake.
Sable River forms the s. boundary, and the Little

Au

summits

Au

Sable

flows N. e. through the w. part.
The soil is generally a light, sandy loam, moderately fertile in the
E. and center and nearly unfit for cultivation in the w.
Upon the Au Sable where it breaks through
is a beautiful cascade known as
Birmingham Falls.* Iron ore of an excelfound in abundance.* Reeseville,^ (p-v.,) upon the Au Sable, 5 mi. from the
lake, contains 7 churches, the Keeseville Academy, 2 extensive rolling mills, 3 nail factories, a
machine shop, an ax and edge tool factory, a cupola furnace, an axletree factory, a horseshoe

the Potsdam sandstone
lent quality

is

—

of whom 1,999 are in Au
factory, a planing mill, 2 gristmills, and a nail keg factory.' Pop. 2,569,
Sable and 570 are in Essex co. Clintonville, (p. v.,) upon the
Sable, in the w. part of the
town, was incorp. April 11, 1825. It contains 2 churches and an extensive iron manufactory.*

Au

Pop. 855. IVcTT S'n'eden,
2 forges and 150 inhabitants.

upon the Au .Sable, in the s.w. corner of the town, contains
Birmlng'hani Falls, at the head of the rapids upon the Au

(p. v.,)

1 The act
6 The Arnold ore
making this grant bears date of May 11, 1782. Tlie
bed, 2^ mi. n. w. of Clintonville, was first
names of Canadian refugees were reported by Brig. Gen. Moses opened in 1809. The shaft is 350 feet deep, and the ore is raised
Ilazen and Col. Jeremiah Throop, and those of the Nova Scotia by steam. For many years the average annual yield has been
refugees by Col. James Livingston. The small lots were laid 1,000 tons; and for 5 years before 1856 it was 1,500 tons. There
out in narrow strips fronting upon the lake, and the remainder are 5 veins, with a total width of 25 feet, yielding ores of different
in the rear.
These lands were distributed among 252 persons, qualities. This mine has supplied the forges of Jay, Wilmington,
who drew the lots by ballot. The greater part of the tract was and Chesterfield, in Essex CO., and of Peru, Au Sable, and Black
not occupied in the time specified by the act, and reverted to the Brook, in Clinton co. Other ore beds are found, of which th»

State.
2
Among the early settlers were Lyman Clothier, Eliphalet
Haseall, Daniel and Robert Baker, Thos. Cudworth, Simon GoodBpeed. and Daniel Robinson. The first birth was that of Matilda
K. Wood, May 30, 1802. Sarah Stockwell taught the first
school, in 1804; and Lyman Clothier kept the first inn.
8 Pronounced Au Saw'ble, a Trench name
signifying river of
Blind.
Tlie name is said to have been derived from a sandy bar
at the mouth of the river.
* This cascade is located about 2 mi. below Keeseville.
From
the face of the cliff the river has worn back a ragged and irrechannel
for
a
distance
of
in
the
solid
sandstone
gular
nearly 2
mi. and to the depth of 100 to 130 feet. The rocks that border
it are perpendicular, and in some places overhanging, so that
the water can scarcely be seen from the banks above. At several
points this ravine is compressed to a width of less than 30 feet.
The river plunges into the chasm in a perpendicular descent of
TO feet, and struggles through the tortuoss channel, foaming,
whirling, and eddying over its rocky bed.

Finch vein, a continuation of the Arnold, is the only one now
worked. It has supplied the forge in Jay. The ore from this
bed is a peroxid, and may be worked without washing or othei
separation.
* Named from Richard and Oliver
Keese, sons of John Keese,
one of the original proprietors. The two parts of the villagij
are connected by 3 bridges, one of stone, one of wood, and one
an iron suspension foot bridge. The stone bridge is a single
arch of 110 feet.

—

.\bout 3,500 tons of nails and 1,500 tons of merchant iron
nail kegs are manufactured here annually. The first
rolling mill in tho State wa-s established here, in 1816.
8 Tlie Peru Iron Co. was
incorp. Nov. 11, 1824, with a capital
of S2UO,000. The iron works built by them at Clintonville subsequently pa,ssed into the hands of Francis Saltus, and are n.iw
owned by him and his sons. In one building are 20 forge flres,
and the blooms made are entirely worked up into merchant iron,
of which 7,500 tons are produced annually.
7

and 70,000

CLINTON COUNTY.

2S6

Tlie Union is a hamlet, on the line of Peru, and contains two
Edward Everett located upon the site of The Union in 1786.^ The first
(Friends) was organized in 1799.^

Sable, contains 20 houses.

Quaker meetinghouses.
religious society

BEERMAIVTOWIV—was formed from Plattsburgh,

Feb. 25, 1820. Dannemora was taken
upon Lake Champlain, near the center of the e. border of the co. The surface
Its streams are small creeks and brooks.
St.
is level in the e. and moderately hilly in the w.
Armands Bay extends into the s. e. corner. Point au Roche and Rams Head are capes upon the
The soil is a clay loam in the center and e., and a light sand in the w. A spring emitting
lake.
in town.
ISeekEuantOTrn (p. o.)
sulphuretted hydrogen and carbonic acid gases is found
and East Beeli.nianto'^Tn (p. o.) are hamlets. The first settlers were Maj. Benj. Mooers and
7 associates, who located at Point au Roche Aug. 10, 1783.* The British passed through the town
in 1814, and on the 6th of Sept. a slight skirmish took place, in which several were killed.* The
census reports 4 churches 3 M. E. and 1 Presb.
off in 1854.

It lies

;

BE ACK BROOK«—was formed from Peru, March 29, 1839.

It is the s. w. corner town in
a rocky and mountainous upland, the highest summits being 1,500 to 2,500
ft. above the lake.
Among the mountains are several nearly level table lands 200 to 300 ft. above
the general level. Ledges, crags, and boulders cover a large share of the surface. The forest
trees are thinly scattered, and nearly the whole town is too rough and poor for cultivation.
Saranac River flows across the n. w. corner, and the Au Sable forms a portion of the s. boundary.
Great Black Brook and Little Black Brook, tributaries of the Au Sable, drain the central parts
In the mountainous region are several small lakes or ponds, the principal of
of the town.
which are Mud, Sampson, Taylors, Slush, and Military Ponds. The soil is cold, wet, and unpro-

the CO.

Its surface is

Extensive beds of iron ore are scattered through the town.' The people are principally
Sable ForliS^
engaged in the manufacture of iron^ and charcoal, and in lumbering.^
(p. V.,) on the Au Sable, in the s. e. part of the town, is mostly on the s. bank of the river, in Essex co.
Black Brook, (p-v.,) near the s. border, contains extensive iron works, several sawmiUs, and
about 85 houses. Clayburg'il, on the Saranac, in the n. part, lies partly in the town of Saranac.
It contains iron works and 30 houses.^" Union Falls (p. o.) and Garlick Falls, (p. o.,) both
on the Saranac, are hamlets and lumber stations. The first settler was Zephaniah Palmer, who
located at Au Sable Forks about 1825.^ The census reports one church (R. C.)

ductive.

Au

CHAMPEAIIV—^was

formed March

7,

1788.

Chateaugay (Franklin

co.)

was taken

ofiF

in

1799, and Mooers and Chazy in 1804. It lies upon Lake Champlain, in the n. e. corner of the co.
The crest of a swell of land
Its surface is generally level, with a gentle slope toward the lake.
between Champhiin Village and Rouses Point is about 200 feet above the lake. Great Chazy or

Champlain River flows in a tortuous course through the town and discharges
1
Among the other early settlers were .Tohn Keese and his
Bons Richard, John, Oliver, Stephen, and William, Caleb Green
and his sons Henry, Rodman, John, and James. Peter Ilalleck,
Danl. Jackson. Gilbert and Gerrit Thew, John Half, Elisha
Arnold, an-d John Stanton, about 1795. The first child born was
in the family of John Stanton, about 1795.
The mother of tliis
child was a servant girl in the family. The wife, not being
exactly reconciled to the circumstance, insisted upon being
immediately taken to her friends in Dutchess co. It being
winter, the husband took her upon a hand sled and drew her
"
upon the lake to Sl.-enp.shnroiigh," thence to Fort Edward, and
down the Hudson to her father's, after which he returned to Au
Sable, having been 5 weeks in performing the journey. Upon
Ills return he married the mother of the child, and lived with
her many years. The first school was taught in 1791. by
Thompson; the first inn was kept by Joel Buck, in 1800; and
(lie first forge was erected liy Geo. Griswold, in 1812.
2 The census
reports 8 churches in town; 2 Cong., 2 M. E., 2
Friends. Presb., and R. C.
3 Named from Wm. Beekman. to whom, with 29
others, the
town was granted JIarch 27, 1769. It embraced 22,475 acres.
* Mooers was
appointed to survey the Refugee Tract. After
several years he removed to Cumberland Head, and afterward
to Plattsburgh. Thos. TieaJwcU. Ezckiel Hubbard. Henry Dem-

Jonathan Scribner, Abner Pomeroy, Simon Newcomb, jr.,
Main settled near Beekmantown
C':ipt. John Jersey, and Joseph
Corners; Philip Roberts, Henry Barnes. Ephraim and Amos
Mooers and .Tohn Deming were also among the early settlers.
The first birth was that of Silas Pomeroy; the first marriage,
that of Eli Howe and Miss Hubbard, in 1794; and the first
death, that of a child of Simon Newcomb.
5 Amontr the killed were Lieut. Col. Willington and Ensign
Chapman, of the enemy, and several of the American militia.
f'alnur'.t Hist. Lake. Champlain, p. 162.
t Namfid fi-om its
principal stream. The town comprises poring.

—

its

waters into

tions of the Old Military Tract and of Livingston's Patent. Tlie
military lands were finally conveyed to Benj. Birdsall and hia
associates by act of Feb. 4, 1793, to satisfy claims growing out
of the suppression of the lease of all of the Indian lands in the
State for 999 years. Folio Laws, XVI. Sess., p. 24. Clark's Hist.
Onrm., vol. I, p. 368.
7 The Palmer Mine. 2 mi. N. of Au Sable Forks, was discovered
by Z. Palmer in 1825. It is situated on a hill 400 to 500 feet
above the river. The ore is raised by steuih. and the yield is
77« Bli/ers Minf, at Clayburgh,
16.000 to 20,000 tons per year.
has been worked since 1846. It yields annually 1.500 tons of ore,
principally used in the manufacture of wire, tacks, and small
nails.
The Tromhois Mine was discovered in 1845, and about
10,000 tons of ore have been raised. The iron made from it is
soft and tough, and is princip.ally used in the manufacture of
boiler plates, horse shoe nails, and car axles.
8 The Sable Iron
Company liave extensive Works at An Sable
Forks and at Black Brook, and they manufacture 2,600 tons of
blooms, 900 tons of merchant iron, 50.000 to 55,000 kegs of
2.500 tons
nails, using 1,600,000 liush. of charcoal per annum.
of blooms are manufactured at their establishment at Black
Brook alone. The Co. was incorp. in Sept. 1834, and the stock

—

is

J. & J. Rogers.
to 10 large sawmills in

now owned by
9

There are 8

town.

of the Myers Mine are principally manufactured at this place. A water-power near the mine is improved,
and a forge of 5 fires is in active operation. A steam forge and
steam hammer for the manufacture of K. K. axles were in operation here about 4 years.
11 Several
plank roads have been built in this town to facilitate
Curtis kept the first inn,
the iron and lumber business.
near the center, in 1828. Halsey Rogers and .Tohn Mclntyra
located in town in 1830. The Sable Iron Co. erected the first
forge the same year.
10

The products
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It is navigable to near Cliamplain Village.
Corbeau Creek, its tributary, is tho
Point au Fer^ and Stony Point are two capes projecting into tlic lake.
other principal stream.
The soil is a clay or clayey loam. Peat is found in numerous localities. Cliamplain, (p. v.,)

Kings Bay.

upon the Chazy, near the

n. line of the town, contains the

Champlain Academy,

founderies, a linen factory, planing mill, and carriage factory.^ Pop. 1,473.
in the N. w. corner of the town.
(p.o.) is a lumber station upon the Chazy,

3 churchas, 2

Perrys

IHills'

Rouses Point,*

upon the lake, in the N. e. corner of the town, contains 3 churches, a brewery, newspajier
and extensive depots and repair shops belonging to the Northern R. R. Co. It is divided
into the Upper and Lower Villages, the latter being about twice as large as the former.
Pop.
(p.v.,)

office,

a village upon Chazy River, opposite the mouth of
The first settlers were Canadian and
Nova Scotia refugees, who located in town soon after the Revolution. The first English settler
was Pliny Moore, who came in to reside in 1789.® The census reports 4 churches in town,''

Coopersville,^

1,769.

Corbeau Creek.

It

Corbeau,

or

is

contains 1 church and 40 houses.

CHAZY^—was formed from Champlain,

March 20, 1804. Altona was taken off in 1857. It
upon Lake Champlain, n. of the center of the co. Its surface is rolling and has a gentle inclination toward the e. The principal stream is the Little Chazy, flowing n. e. through near the
Corbeau Creek flows through the n. border. Potsdam sandstone underlies the w. part,
center.
and Chazy and Trenton limestone the e. Tertiary clay extends along the lake shore. The soil is
clayey and productive in the central and e. parts, but sandy in the w. Cliazy, (p. v.,) upon
Little Chazy River, contains 2 churches and a saw and grist mill.
Pop. 326. West Cliazy.
in the s. w. part of the town, contains 2 churches, a saw and grist
(p.v.,) upon Little Chazy River,
mill, and starch factory.
Pop. 280. It is a station on the P. & M. R. R. Sciota (p.v.) is a
station on the P. & M. R. R., in the n. w. corner of the town.
Cliazy Landing is a hamlet
on the lake shore. Ingraliani is a p. o. in the s. e. corner. The first settler was John La
Trombois,* who came in town in 1763. After the Revolution the first settlers were refugees from
Canada and Nova Scotia. Of these. Lieutenant Murdock McPherson was the first one that could
speak English.^" The census reports 5 churches in town."
lies

CL(HfTOI¥

—was formed from Ellenburgh, May

14, 1845.

It is the n.

w. corner town in the

with a gentle inclination toward the n. w. The highest points
along its s. border are about 1,050 feet above Lake Champlain. A portion of the surface is unduThe
It is nearly all underlaid by Potsdam sandstone, which here is remarkably white.
lating.
streams are small brooks. More than three-fourths of the town is yet a wilderness. The soil is a
CO.

Its surface is generally level,

sandy loam, capable of supporting but a thin growth of forest trees. A large part of the land
Cherubusco, (p.o.,) the summit station upon the
capitalists and speculators.
0. R. R., Tlie Frontiers, (Frontier p. o.,) and Wrights vllle, upon the w. border, are
The first settlers located upon
hamlets. This town lies within No. 6 of the Old Military Tract.
the Old Military Road and near The Frontiers.^^ A M. E. church has lately been organized.
light,

owned by

is

DAIVIVEIHORA^^
upon
sandy

—^was

formed from Beekmantown, Dec. 14, 1854. It is the central town
Its surface is mostly a wild, mountainous upland, covered with a

the w. border of the co.
soil

and

light

growth of

forest trees.

Chazy Lake, near the
and others,

Backus the

expended.

sawmill.

;

f

;

!>

Cooper, who erected mills there.
Moore came in to survey the tract granted to Smith, Graves,

Named from Kbenezcr

He

by IJ

saw and grist mills, in
1789. Among the other early settlers were Elnathan Rogers,
Wm. Beaumont, Chas. L. Sailly, Samuel Ashman, Joseph Corbin,
Silas Hubbell, Elias Dewey, Charles Bedlow, David Savage, and

Called Point au Feu (Fire Point) upon a map bearing date
of 1748. During the Revolution, the Moira, a vessel of war,
anchored off this point, and barracks were built upon the land
for the winter quarters of the marines. The place was occupied
by the British until 1796. It was reserved by the State in 1787
for military purposes, but was not used.
8 This
place contains a fine water-power, and a large amount
of manufacturing is carried on. The greater part of the lumber
brought down by the Ogdensburgh R. K. is shipped here.
3 Named from Geo. Perry, former proprietor.
* Named ftom Jacques Rouse, a Canadian, who settled here in
1783. This village has grown to importance since the compleThe passenger and freight depBts are both
tion of the R. E.
among the largest n. R. structures in the State. A bridge a mi.
long here crosses the lake. A floating draw of 300 feet, opened
and shut by steam, admits the passage of vessels. About one
mi. N. of the village, upon the banks of the lake. Fort Montgomery is situated. This fort commands the entrance to the
but in 1818 it
lake. It was begun soon after the War of 1812
was found to be within tho limits of Canada, and the work was
'^
Blunder
but by the
Frrrt
as
known
abandoned. It became
Webster Treaty of 1842 it was ceded again to the TJ. S. Work
that
the
estimated
it
is
and
has
been
resumed
completed
upon it
works will cost $600,000, of which sum $276,000 has already been
1

center, 3J miles long

in 1785.

erected the first

Benj. Tyler.
? M.
Since 1855,3 churches have
E., Prot. E., Presb., and R. C.
been organized at Rouses Point; R. C, M. E., and Prot. E.
8 Pronounced Sha-zee.
It included the patent granted to
Elk-anah Dean and 29 othens, July 11, 1769.
9 He was
accompanied by two men. named Gonde and Swarte.
He was driven off in 1776, but returned after the war, and died
there in 1810. Palmer's Hist. Lake Cliaviplai7i, p. 80.
1"
Among the early settlers were Levi Hazen, Septa Fillmore,
John Bronson, Elisha Ransom, George Root, and John Douglas.
Miss M. Binijham taught the first school, in 1802.
11 2 M.
E.^Bap., Cong., and Wes. Meth.
12
Among these early settlers were Junio ^toward, Calvin Johnson, C. A. Smith, Ebenezer Gates, George Peters, and Stephen
Martin, mostly from Vt. The first child born was Rhoda S.
Howard, Feb. 7, 1819; tlie first marriage, that of Cornelius Austin and Fanny Hall, in 1822; and the first death, that of a child
of William Hunter, in 1820. Mary Emmonds taught the first
school, in 1821 Benjamin Roberts kept the first inn; Charles D.

—

;

13

first store, in

Named by Gen.

Sweden.

1835

;

and John McCoy erected the

first

Skinner, from a celebrated iror locality in
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wide, discharges its waters e. into Chazy River. Upper Chateaugay Lake, on the w. border, 5 mi
w. into Chateaugay River. The few settlements in town
long by Ij broad, discharges its waters
are confined to the s. e. corner. Danneiuora (p. v.) is a small village grown up around the

Clinton Prison. This prison was located here in 1845, for the purpose of employing convicts in
the mining and manufacture of iron, so that their labor would not come so directly in competition
with the other mechanical trades.^ The first permanent settler was Thomas Hooker, who came to
The census reports 1 religious society (Presb.) in town.
reside in 1838.

Clinton was taken off in 1845. It
upon the w. border of the co., n. of the center. Its surface is an upland, mountainous in the
and rolling in the n., with an inclination towai'd the n.e. English River flows e. across the

E1.L.E]VBURGII^—was formed from Mooers, April 17, 1830.

lies
s.

N. border.

The soil is generally sandy but in many
The settlements are principally confined

places the sand is covered with a rich vegeto the valley.
Potatoes are raised in large
Ellenburg'li (p. v.) contains 3 churches, a

;

table mold.
quantities.

Lumbering

is

extensiv-ely carried on.

sawmill, tannery, and 125 inhabitants. Ellenburgll Center (p. v.) contains a church, saw
is a
and grist mill, 2 starch factories, a machine shop, and 15 dwellings. Ellenbur^Il

Oepot

James Hanchett came to this town in 1796, but left soon after. The
was Abner Pomeroy, from Vt., about 1800.' There are 4 churches in town.*

hamlet on the line of Altona.
first

permanent

settler

MOOERS^—was
1830.

Its surface is

formed from Champlain, March 20, 1804. Ellenburgh was taken off in
generally level, with a gentle inclination to the n. e. The principal streams

are Great Chazy and English Rivers. The surface is entirely underlaid by Potsdam sandstone,
and is covered with alight, sandy soil. Along the n. border are several small swamps. Upon the
Canada line, in the n. w. corner, is a remarkable chasm in the rocks, called The Gulf.^ Centerville, (Mooers Forks p. o.,) upon the Chazy, contains 2 churches, a sawmill, stave factory, and 30
It is a station on the N. R. R.
houses.
Mooers, (p. v.,) upon the Chazy, in the e. part, conIt is near the junction of the 0. and P. & M. R. R's.
tains 2 churches and 40 houses.
Ang'ellville, upon Corbeau Creek, in the s. e. corner, is a hamlet. The first settler was Joshua C. Bosworth, who located in town in 179G.' The first preacher was Rev. Andrew Blackman, in 1800
and the first settled minister was Rev. Martin Powell, in 1807.^
;

PERU' — was formed from Plattsburgh and Willsborough,
was annexed

to

Willsborough in 1799, and

Au

A

(Essex co.,) Dec. 28, 1792.
p^rt
Sable and Black Brook were taken off in 1839. It

upon the lake, s. of the center of the co. The surface in the center and e. is rolling and
The
Sable flows
slightly inclined toward the lake, and in the w. broken and mountainous.
Little Sable drains the greater
across the s. E. corner, and along its course are extensive swamps.

lies

Au

part of the remaining portions of the town. The principal body of water is Military Pond, on the
line.
strip of land 2 mi. wide, extending along the lake, has a soil composed of clay and

A

w.

clay loam. West of this is a plain 4 mi. wide, covered with sand and interspersed with swamps.
In the w. the soil is a light, sandy loam. Peru, (p. v.,) on the Little Sable, near the center of
the town, contains 2 churches, a gristmill, starch factory, and tannery.
Pop. 504. EapllSillls

Mills, 2 mi. below Peru, contains a large flouring mill, a plaster mill, forge, and 15 dwellings
Peasleville, on Salmon River, in the n. w. corner, a forge and 25 dwellings. Port Jackson,

;

(Valcour

p. o.,)

on the lake, opposite Valcour Island,

The prison was erected under the superintendence of Ransom
Cook, under an act passed May 1, 1844. The prison grounds,
comprising 25 acres, are located upon the slope of a hill, and are
surrounded by pickets 20 feet high. The main buildings, conBtructed of dressed stone, are in the form of a T. and are respectively 3tU by 56 fe*t. and 160 by 46 feet. The cells are constructed in a block 3 stories high in the center of the building,
a wide corridor extending completely around bftween thom
and the outer walls. The main buildings have slute roofs and
are completely fireproof. Within the grounds are a steam forge,
with 10 fires, arollin-g mill, foundery, steam separator capable
of wa.shing 600 tons of ore per month, 7 coal kilns, a steam sawmill, machine shop, and the ruins of a blast furnace, burned .June
1

2i, 1856.

A

large share of the labor of constructing these works

has been done by convicts. The prison works were first supplied
with ore from the Skinner Mine, owned by the State; but more
recently from the Averill Mine. A new mine has lately been
discovered upon the State grounds. Besides the manufacture of
iron, stave making, coopering, and shoemalving are carried on.
The total earnings in 4 years, ending in 1857, were $120,5.37.56
;

B,nd the total expenses, $212,901.22.
3 Named in
compliment to Ellen, daughter of

John R. Murray,
of N. Y., the principal proprietor of Township No. 5 of the Military Tract.
3
the early settlers were Aaron Broadwell and Lewis

Amoug

ife

a liamlet containing a church.

Peru

in 1822 : and Benjamin Iline, W. Jennings, jr., Joseph
Serey, Pardon Daily, Joseph Lawrence, and Samuel Hazleton,
The first child born was Lloyd Rogers Hines. Ho
was named after Lloyd Rogers, and received a farm of 50 acres
for the name. The first marriage was that of Smith Delamater
and Phoebe Eastabrook. John R. Murray built the first saw

Ransom,

soon after.

and

grist mill.

*U.
built

and Union. The Union Church was
Murray.
from Maj. Gen. Benj. Mooers, an early settler aud

E., Prot. E., Presb.,

by

J. R.

6 Naini.'d

prominent citizen of the co.
6 This
gulf is 16 rods wide and 300 feet deep. At its bottom
The walls are of
is a pond of water said to be 150 feet deep.
sandstone, and perpendicular. No existing agencies could have
309.
Y.
2d
chasm.—
JV.
the
Dist,
Oeol,
p.
produced
"
Among the early settlers were Ichabo<l Bosworth, Geo. and
Daniel Perry, Andrew Blackman and sons, Daniel Southwick,
John, Joseph, and Samuel Clinrchill, John Sheldon, and Robert
Tripp. The first child born was Wm. Hallenbeok, in 1801 the
first marriage, that of David Anderson and Rhoda Perry, Dec. 5,
1806 and the first death of an adult, that of Mrs. J. C. Bosworth,
;

;

feept. 26, 1802.
8 The census
reports 4 churches in town Cong., M. E., Prct. E.,
and Presb.
^ Name
applied from its mountainous character.
;

CL

liandin?
Scutchnuiu,

is

I

M

i\
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a hamlet, N. of the mouth of the Little Sable.
The first settler was Wm. Hay, a
located upon Steward's Patent in 1772.*
The census reports 4 churches in town.*

who

PI.iATTSBl^RGII —was

A part of Peru was
4, 1785.
and Schuyler Falls in 1848. It lies
upon Lake Champlain, a little s. of the e. border of the co., and includes Valcour' and Crab^
Islands in the lake. The surface is level in tlie e. and broken and hilly in the w. It is slightly
inclined toward the e., its w. border being elevated about 500 feet above the lake.
It is princiIn the e. part the soil is a clayey loam,
pally drained by Saranac River and its branches.
underlaid by Trenton limestone in the center, a sandy loam, underlaid by calciferous sandstone
and in the w. a light sand, underlaid l)y Potsdam sandstone. Cuml)erland Head is a peninsula
extending into the lake and forming Cumberland Bay.^ Plattsbur^rll^ (p- v.,) upon Cumberland Bay, at the mouth of Saranac River, was incorp. March .3, 1815.
It has a safe and commodious harbor, and an excellent water-power, giving it facilities for a large amount of both commerce and manufactures. Besides the co. buildings, it contains a town hall,® customhouse,^ the
Plattsburgh Academy, 6 churches, a foundery, planing mill, sawmill, gristmill, and 2 tanneries.
Pop. 2,926. Upon a sandy plain, 1 mi. s. of the village and 90 feet above the lake, are situated
extensive barracks belonging to the U. S. Government.® C'adyville, (p. v.,) upon the Saranac,
10 mi. above Plattsburgh, contains a church, sawmill, and 25 houses, dsinorc, 1 mi. above
Salmon Riier, (South Plattsburgh
Cadyville, contains a forge and a half dozen houses.
West Plattsburgll is a p. o.
p. 0.,) in the s. part, contains a church, sawmill, and 25 houses.
The first settlement was made before the Revolution, by Chas. de Fredenburgh and several associates, under royal grants.
During the war the settlers were driven off and the improvements were
In 1785 a tract 7 mi. square was granted to Zephaniah Piatt and 32 associates, who
destroyed.
had bought up military land warrants to that amount.' The first 3 families who settled under
Nathaniel Piatt
this grant were those of Charles Piatt, Chas. McCreedy, and Kinner Newcomb.
was the first surveyor and agent for the proprietors. A form of 80 acres was ofi"ered to each of the
first 10 settlers in town.*"
Rev. Benj. Vaughan preached the first sermon, in 1787; and Rev.
Frederick Halsey was the first settled minister, in 1795." There are 9 churches in town.*^
taken

off in 1792,

first

Beokmantown

recognized as a town April

in 1820, Saranac in 1824,

;

;

SARAIVAC —

was formed from Plattsburgh, March 29, 1824. It lies upon the w. border of
The highest summits,
the CO., s. of the center.
Its surface is a broken and mountainous upland.
along the w. border, are 4,000 feet above tide. Saranac River, flowing through the s. e. part,
is the principal stream.
Upon its course are several falls, affording an immense amount of waterpower.*' The E. part, sloping toward the river, is covered with a light, sandy soil, and the river
intervale with a sandy loam and alluvium. The soil among the mountains is sandy but the whole
;

lived opposite Valcour Island, and witnessed the nayal
He soon after removed to Canada, but
returned in 1785. Among the other early settlers were John
1

Hay

engagement of Arnold.

Cochrane, John Howe, Isaac Finch, Abijah Ketchum, Lott and
John Elmore, Ezekiel Lockwood, Samuel Jackson, Cyrenus
Newcomb, Geo. Ha3rworth, Benj. Sherman, and Silas and Robert
Cochrane. The first child born was Ira. son of John Howe, in
1784 the first marriage, that of Lott Elmore and Jlary Hay.
Dec. 17. 1788; and the first death, that of Wm. Hay, Feb. 28,
M. Finch taught the first school, in 1790-91; .Tohn
1779.
Weed built
Cochrane built the first grist and saw mill;
the first forge, and Geo. Hayworth and John HackstafF built
the first factory. A large stone woolen factory built in 1836, by
Richard Hayworth, was ciianged in 1851 to a starch factory.
2 2 M. E..
Cong., and K. C.
3 Tliis island is memorable for the naval
engagement which
took place near it during the Revolution. The remains "of the
schooner Royal Savage, sunk at that time, may still be seen.
* The sailors and marines killed in the naval battle of
Sept.
11, 1814, were buried upon this island.
5 Extensive
military works were begun hei-e in 1814, but
were abandoned upon the approach of the enemy. The State
of Vt. presented Com. MacDonough with a farm on this point,
which is still owned by his descendants.
« Built in 1856, at a cost of $3,000.
It is a fireproof brick
building, and contains a town hall, armory, and fire engine
room.
7 This is a fine
fireproof brick building, built at a cost of $80,000,
and contains rooms for the customhouse, postoffice, and U.S.
Court.
8 These
buildings were commenced in 1838, and were originally
designed to inclose a space of 600 feet sriuare. Only a part oif
the design has been carried out. Troops were stationed here
until 1846, when they were sent to join the army in Mexico.
The buildings are now used by the Clinton Co. Agricultural
Society for its annual fairs.
9 This
grant was made in accordance with the provisions of ftn
act passed in 1781, which provided that when 61 rights, or 30,600
;

acres, should

be jointly located, a tract 7 ml. square should be
granted, including 860 acres for gospel and schools.
10
the
settlers who received lots under this offer were
Among
Kinner Newcomb, Jacob Ferris, Thos. Allen, John B. Ilartwick,
Derrick Webb, Jabez Pettit, Moses Soper, Lucius Reynolds, and
Henry Ostrander. Among the other early settlers were Ichabod
Truesdale, Peter Roberts, Wm. Campbell, Benj. Ketchum, and
Benj. Graves, who settled at the village Melancthon L. Woolsey,
Adams, Fiederick Durant, Wm. Coe, Russell Ransom, Benj.
Mooers, Wm. P. and Theodorus Piatt, who settled on Cumberland Head; Lambert Hoppin, John Stevenson, Gideon Kuger,
Joshua Hillyard, and Abm. Webb, who located on South St. ;
Benj. Reynolds, Sam'l Norcross, John Roberts, and Benj. Hammond, on Center St.; Niith'l Piatt, Sam'l Benson, Eliphalet Haskins, Jos. Ormsby, Benj. Vaughn, and John AVait, on North St.;
and Melancthon Smith, Zephaniah Piatt, Thos. Treadwell, Peter
Saillv, and Wm. Bailey, in other parts of the town.
11 The first child born was Ida
Ostrander, Sept. 7, 1785 tho
first male child, Piatt Newcomb, Nov. 1, 1785
the first marriagw
was that of Peter Sailly and Marianne Adelaid« Greille, Juno
and the first death, that of Mrs. Sailly, first wife of
8, 1789
Peter Sailly, Dec. 23, 1786. Twelve of the original proprietor!)
met at the house of Judge Piatt, at Poughkeepsie, Deo. 30, 1784,
and took measures for the immediate erection of a grist and saw
mill and forge. These buildings were the first in town.
12 3 R.
C, Bap., M. E., Wes. Meth., Presb., Prot. E., ana
;

;

;

:

Union.
13 At the Saranac Falls the river flows
through a narrow, tortuous channel, bounded by nearly perpendicular rocks, for the
space of a mi. In its course its descent is very rapid, and aC
several places it is precipitated down precipices of 20 or 30 ft.,
and at last it plunges into a basin in a perpendirular fall of 60
feet.
The ragged rocks upon the bottom and sides, and the
abrupt angles in the channel, cause the water to boil and seethe
and stru'jgle in the wildest commotion. In hi^'h water, thousands of saw logs float down the liver, and in their passage
down the falls they are pitched and tossed upon the surges, oj
thrown into the air like play things.

.
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is too rough for cultivation.
Saranac, (p. v.,) upon Saranac River, contains a church,
sawmill, forge, and 50 houses. Redford^ (p-'^'-.) on the Saranac, near the s. border, contains
3 churches, several sawmills, and 60 houses.^ Russia, 2 mi. above Saranac, contains 2 forges
and 20 houses. The first settlement was begun in 1802, by Russell Case and Ezekiel Pearee.^ The

w. region

Lambert Hopper, in 1805.^
preacher was Rev.

first

—

SCHUYLiER

FAL.L.S* was formed from Plattsburgh, April 4, 1848. It is an interior
town, lying a little s. E. of the center of the co. Its surface is rolling in the E. and hilly in the w.,
with an inclination toward the e. The Saranac forms its n, boundary, and Salmon River flows
loam. Scliuyler Falls, (p. v.,) on Salmon
along its s. border. The soil is a light, sandy
line of the town, contains a church, gristmill, starch factory, and 50 dwellings.
Morrisonvllle, (p. v.,) on the Saranac, lies partly in Plattsburgh. It contains 3 churches, a

River, near the

s.

machine shop, and 35 houses. Norrlsville, upon
Salmon River, 3 mi. w. of Schuyler Falls, contains a starch factory, 2 forges, and 15 dwellings.
The first settler was Ezra Turner, who located upon Salmon River in 1797.* The census reports
2 M. E. churches in town.®
gristmill, sawmill, starch factory, foundery,

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwell injs. Families, Freeholders, Scliools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Clinton County.
Valuation of 1858.

Acres of Land.

Population.

Schools.

"?

Names

of Towns.
a

I
Altona"

Au

Sable

ll,067i
24,103
5,983J
18,2U8
23,526
4,213

Beekmantown.
Black Brook....
Chainplain

Chazy
Cliiiton

Danneuiora
7,4231
12,012i
25,050i
14,764^
ll,058i
ll,521i

Ellenburgh....

Mooera
Peru
Plattsburgh....

Saranac
Schuyler Falls.
Total

I

as

10,634
13,286i
69,550*
9,035
56,053
24,760
54,919
56,G08i
25,308
19,346i
12,094
39,507J
9,984

168,9321 401,086^

$202,375
506,712
531,385
155,634
763,383
523,655
117,592
113,806
177,937
405,003
616,294
1,069.290
201,352
246.694

$2,575
64,327
15,300
3,100
52.230
50,880

1,450
6.800

102,700
348,400
2,200
29,600

5,631,112

679,562

$204,950
671,039
546,685
158,734
815,613
574,535
117,592
113,806
179,387
411,803
718,994
1,417,690

203,552
276,294
6,310,674

Bush, op Grain.

of Towns.
fe

tq

Alton.!"

Au

Beekmantown
Black

</3

,

Sable
,

Br,.ok...

Cham plain
Chazy
Clinton

Danneraora
Ellenburgh
Mooers
Peru

....

633

814

716

1,085

2,265

1,821

2,139
6,491

371
919

553

564

486

1,233

1,427
2,199

1,096
1,666

4,037
8,776

1,173

192

355

371

562

272

350
602

439

447
818

959

277
469

Plattsburgh....

1,049
1,005

1,257
1,942
1,259

1,395
1,016

Saranac
Schuyler Falls.

511
494

822
939

660
724

Total..,

1,949
1,453
1,408
3,117
2,229

709
501

662
222
844

907
1,819
1,788
2,998
1,656

974
21.5.56

1,803
1,732
3,082

1402
963

616
4S3
499
996
780
245
84
321
608
606
896
523
337

20.926 116,994

Agricultural Products.

Live Stock.

Names

749
1,854
1,480
1,557
3,080
2,233

1,581
6,528
3,794
1.067

555
1,117

370
708

1,089!
856,

2,931

450
532

8,444 14,271 11,284 38,351

7,868

655

859
248
84
348
630
635
984
533
344

257
425
192
373
575
157
62
231
492
441
642
362
272

7,345

4,481

482
541
1,052

1,614
1,135
1,395
2,205
1,619

785
222
684
1,837
1,536
2,602
1,119

849
182 18,351

COLUMBIA COUNTY.
This county was formed from Albany, April 4, 1786.* It lies upon
bank of the Hudson, between Rensselaer and Dutchess cos.,
and extends e. to the Massachusetts line. It contains an area ot 088
sq. mi., and is centrally distant 29 mi. from Albany. The Taghkanick
Mts. extend along the e. border, and the adjoining parts of the co.
are broken by numerous irregular ranges of hills which constitute
the outlying spurs of those mountjiins. The w. part of the co. consists of an undulating plateau terminating in bluffs on the Iludson
River. The principal streams are Roeliff Jansens KiP and Claverack
and Kinderhook Creeks. Upon these streams and their tributaries
are numerous valuable mill sites. In the E. and n. parts of the co.
are several picturesque lakes, the principal of which are Kinderand Whitings, Robinsons, Snyder, and Rhoda Ponds. The
Charlotte
and
Lakes,
hook, Copake,
in this co. crop out toward the w.,
prevailing rocks are the Iludson River shales. The slate rocks
Limestone
sometimes
almost
of
but
at
an
45°,
crops out in different parts
vertically.
angle
usually
of the CO. Brown hematitic iron ore is found in numerous localities in the e. part of Ancram and
Lead has been mined in Ancram,* and manganese, peat, and marl are found in different
the E.

Copake.'

In New Lebanon are the celebrated thermal springs
and in Chatham is a small sulphur spring.

localities.

springs,

;

in Stockport are other mineral

various branches of agriculture form the leading industrial pursuits of the people. Hay,
which
large quantities are pressed and sent to market,) rye, oats, corn, potatoes, and buck(of
Stock raising and dairying receive considerablo attention.
wheat, are the staple productions.
The manufacture of paper, cotton fabrics, vegetable extracts, and iron, is largely carried on.* A
and the co. also takes
greater quantity of paper is made in this co. than in any other in the State,
precedence of all others in the amount of tinctures and extracts prepared from medicinal plants.
The city of Hudson is the county seat.* The courthouse and jail is a fine building, fronting on
Washington Square. It has a marble front, with an Ionic portico, and contains the court and jury
rooms, and the co, clerk's, sheriff's, and district attorney's offices,' The poorhouse is a spacious
brick building located upon a farm of 200 acres in Ghent.*
The most important works of internal improvement are the Hudson River R. R., extending

The

through the w. part of the co., the Albany & West Stockbridge R. R., through the n. part, the
Hudson & Boston R. R., terminating at Hudson, and the New York & Harlem R. R., terminating
Four newspapers are published in the co,^
at Chatham Four Corners.
1
By this act the N. boundary was defined as the N. line of
« Kinderhook IHstrid," and the 8. boundary as the 8. line of
"
Kings District." The latter line was more accurately defined,

AprU

1,

1799.

s Named from Roeliff Jansen, Overseer of the Orphan Chamber (an office similar to that of surrogate) under the Dutch Gov"
ernment. The Indian name was Sauk-ken-ak." Doc. Hist., III.

—

612.

Large quantities of ore have been taken from these localities.
It is obtained near the surface, and its depth is not known.
This ore is found near the junction of the slate and limestone strata, and occurs in strings and bunches. Geol. Sep.,
*

—

1838, p. 59.

There are 15 paper mills and 8 cotton factories in the co.
The first paper mill wps erected at Stuyvesant Falls, in 1802, by
Geo. Chittenden ; and the first cotton factory, in 1813, by Nath'l
»

Wilde.
«

The

CO. seat

was formerly

located at Claverack.

The

(upon which to erect co. buildings,) and the sum of
A committee, consisting of Wm. Wilson, Jacob Ford,
Thos. Jenkins, Benj. Birdsall, and Nathaniel Green, was appointed to superintend repairs and the erection of a jail.
' The courthouse was erected in
1835, at a cost of $.3500.
8 This
building was erected in 1857, at a cost of $22,000, and,
together with the surrounding buildings, has accommodations
for 500 persons. The farm is mostly worked by the inmates of
the institution.
* The Hudson Gazette, the first
paper published in the co., wasestablished April 7, 1785, by Ashbel Stoddard and Chas.
B. Webster. Webster soon after withdrew, and the
paper was continued by Stoddard until 1803-04.
The See was removed from New London, Conn., to Hudson, Aug,
17, 1802, and was published by Chas. Holt until 1810.
It then passed into the hands of Saml. W. Clark, and
afterward into those of John W. Butcher. It was
lot of land,

$2000.

first

meeting of the board of supervisors was held at the house of
Gabriel Esselstyne, in Claverack. An appropriation of £2000
was made for a courthouse, and Wm. B. VFhiting, Abraham J.
Van Alstyne, John Livingston, Henry I. Van Rensselaer, Matthew Scott, Seth Jenkins, and Wm. H. Ludlow were appointed
commissioners to superintend its erection. In 1788, an additional appropriation of £1200 was made, and in 1798 another of
£400. The first co. officers were Peter Van Ness, First Judge ;
Peter Sylvester, Peter R. Livingston, Henry I. Van Rensselaer,
and Wm. B. Whiting, Judges; Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Surrogate; Lawrence Hogeboom, Sheriff; Robert Van Rensselaer,
Clerk; and Walter Vrooman Wemple, Treasurer. By the act of
Feb. 25, 1805, the co. seat was removed to Hudson on condition
that the city appropriate for the use of the co. the city hall, a

16

changed, about 1820, to
The Columbia Centinel, and two years afterward it was united
with the Columbia Republican.
The Balance and Columbia Repository was started in 1802, by
Ezra Sampson, George Chittenden, and Harry CroswelL
It was removed to Albany in 1808, and discontinued in
1811.

The Wo,sp was edited a short time by "Robt. Rnsticoat,"
early part of the present century.

in the

The Hudson Newspaper and Balance Advertiser was commenced
in Oct. 1806, by Harry Croswell.
The Republican Fountain, established in Dec. 1806, was published
about 1 year, by Sylvester Roberts.
The Northern Whig was begun in 1808, by W. B. Stebbins.
Wm. L. Stone became the publisher in 2 or 3 years,
241
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The first settlements were made in the n. part of the co., under the Dutch Government. The e.
border was settled chiefly by squatters from New England. Livingston Manor^ was patented July
The most important
22, 1686, and first settled by tenants about the beginning of the last century.
settlement was made by German Palatinates, in 1710, upon a tract of 6000 acres now constituting

—

—

the principal part of Germantown which had been sold back to the Government by Robert Livingston. The territory of Mass., under its charter, extended westward to the Pacific Ocean, and grants
were made by that colony.'' Conflicting claims gave rise to bitter contentions and riotous outbreaks.

made under Mass. warrants

and bloodshed.* Combinations were formed to
which resulted in tumults and murders.* These
During the Revolutionary War, and for several
years after, this section of the country was much infested by robbers, and acts of violence were of
frequent occurrence.* The anti-rent movement of 1840-50 extended to the Livingston Manor, the
John J. Van Rensselaer Tract, and other districts held by leasehold. In Dec. 1844, the Governor
Arrests

led to riots

dispossess the proprietor of the Livingston Manor,
difl^iculties continued until after the Revolution.

ordered out 7 companies of militia to assist the sheriff of this co. in the discharge of his duties.
Most of the leases which had then been issued were for 1, 2, or 3 lives but the anti-rent difBculties
;

have led

to the policy of

conveying the

title

in fee as rapidly as circumstances will admit.'

AIVCRAM—was
changed March

formed from Livingston, March 19, 1803,'' as " Gallatin." Its name was
It is the s. E. corner town of the co.
25, 1814, and Gallatin was taken off in 1830.

Eichard L. Cross in 1816, and
It
The,

was discontinued

W.

R. Stebbins in 1821.

in 1824.

Columbia Magazine was published at Hudson at an early
date,

by Rev. Jolm Chester.

The Spirit of the Forum and Hudson Remarlcer was published in
1817, by a literary association.
Tbe Columbia Republican was started in Aug. 1818,
by Solomon Wilbur. In 1S20 it passed into the hands
of Ambrose L. and Allen Jordan, and is now published
by Wm. Bryan. For a year or two, about 1835-36, it

was

issued as

The Columbia Republican and Hudson City Advertiser.

The Hudson Gazette

wasi established in 1824, by Peleg
G. Sturtevant, and is now published by Williams &
John
W.
Edmonds, Ed.
Brother,
The Messenger of Peace was started in 1824, at Iludson, by
Kichard Carrique, and continued 1 year.
The Rural Repository, semi-mo., was commenced, June 12, 1824,
by Wm. B. Stoddard, and continued until 1851.
Columbia and Greene Co. Envoy was started at Iludson, in 1831,
by Edwin G. Lindsley, and continued 2 years.
The Diamond, semi-mo., was published at Hudson, in 1833, by
G. F. Stone.
The Magnolia, semi-mo., was published at Hudson, in 1834, by
P. D. Carrique.
The Hudson Flail was published by J. R. S. Van Vliet, during
the campaign of 1840.
The Columbia Washingtmian was started at Hudson in 1842, by
J. R. S. Van Vliet.
The paper changed hands several
times, and was changed to
The Daily Evening Star, Dec. 28, 1847, by Alex. N. Webb. It is
now published as

Hudson Star, da. and w.
The Columbia Democrat was commenced at Chatham Four Cor-

Tlie

ners, In 1847,

by

.

Thz Temperance Palladium was published at Hudson in 1851,

by

J.

W.

Dutcher.

The Hudson Daily News was published in 1855, by Richard Van
Antwerp.
The Kimlerhook Sentind was eftablished at Kinderhook in June,
1825, by Peter Van Schaack, and in Jan. 1832, was
changed to
(Mumhid's Sentinel. In 1834 it passed into the hands of John
V. A. Hoes, but about 18 months afterward it reverted
to Van Schaack. It has since been
changed to the
Notes, and since 1854 it has been published at
Kinderhook, by P. H. Van Vleck.
The Valatie Weekly Times was publi.«hed in 1853, by H. N.
Hopkins.
The Equal Rights Advocate was started at Chatham Four Cor-

Rongb

by an anti-rent association. In 1848 it was removed to Hudson and changed to
The Democratic Freeman. It was discontinued in 1855-56.
The Columbia Co. Journal was published at Chatham Four Corners in 1850, by Philip H. Ostrander.
The Journal of Materia Aledica was commenced
at New Lebanon in 1857 ; H. A. Tilden, pub.,
Joseph
Bates, M. D., ed.
1 The
patent of this manor conferred upon Robert Livingston,
ners,

Mohegan Indiana in July, 1683, and the Taghkanick purAug. 10, 1685. They were confirmed by Gov.
Dongan, the former, Nov. 4, 1684, and the latter, Aug. 12, 1685.
In 1701 there were but 4 or 5 houses on the manor. From and
after 1716 the manor was represented by a member in General
Assembly. Before his death which took place in 1728 Robert
Livingston bequeathed to his son Robert that part of the manor
now included in the town of Clermont, and the residue to his
eldest son, Philip. The latter was succeeded by Robert Livingston, Jr. and in 1792 the land E. of the post road was divided
between Walter, Robert C, John, and Henry Livingston, the
devisees of Robert Livingston, Jr., according to the provisions
of his will. Sutherland's Deduction of the Title of the Manor
of lAvingstcm; Doc. Hist. Ill, Colonial Hist.
In the patent and upon the maps of the manor, several places
are designated by their Indian names, viz.,
Ahashawaghkick, a hill in N. w. corner, on Mass. line. Acor
vjanuk, a flat or rock in N. part of North East, (Dutchess co.)
Kachwawyick, a place w. of a certain mountain. Kicktia, or
Kickpa, one of 3 plains near Roeliff Jansens Creek. Mananosick,
hill in w. part, on or near Mass. line.
Mawanaguasick, stone
heaps on v. line, "where Indians have laid several heaps of
stones together, by an ancient custom amongst them." Mahas
"
kakook, a
cripple bush" on 8. line of patent. Mawichnak, a
flat on both sides of a creek where it joins R. Jansens Creek.
Minmissichtanock, a piei>e of land n. of Roeliff Jansens Creek.
Nowanagquasick, on n. line of manor, (Sauthier's map.) Nachawawachkano, creek tributary to Twastawekak. Nichankooke,
one of 3 plains near Roeliff Jansens Creek. Pottkook, patented
to K. Van Rensselaer, s. of Kinderhook.
Quisichkook, a small
creek n. of Roeliff Jansens Creek. Saaskahampka, or Swaskaco.
Ulster
Sacahka, on n.
hamaka, a place opposite Saugerties,
line of the town of North East.
Sankhenak, Roeliff Jansens
a
or
a
creek.
Twastawekak,
Kil. Skaankook,
Tbwastawekak,
creek.
Wachanekaisek, a small stream opposite Catskill Creek.
Jansens
near
Roeliff
Creek,
(Sauthier's
map.)
Wahankasick,
Whichquopuhbau, 8. W. comer of
Wawyachtonock, a place.
the

chase, obtained

—

—

;

—

—

Mass.
2 With the view of settling their claims upon the Hudson, the
Boston Government, in March, 1672, sent John Paine to New

to solicit permission to pass and repass by water. The
the subject
application was received with cold civility, and
referred home for the decision of his Majesty. Gov. Lovelace
the distrust
of
the
Mass.
remind
to
occasion
the
people
improved
with which they had received the commissioners sent over in
other circum1664, and intimated that their application under
stances might have been differently received.— GeneroZ Entries,

York

IV. 177, 178.

Sec. Office.

3

Doc. Hut. III., 754.
In 1791 the sheriff of the cO. was mtirdered by an armed
mob while in the discharge of his official duty.
these ; and
6 A
party of rangers was organized to suppress
under the act of May 11, 1780, £1500 was raised to defray th«
expenses thus incuiTed.
9 Assem. Doc. 156; 1846, p. 2.
Tlie lin«
' This town was included in the Livingston Manor.
*

March 26, 1814. A
bordering upon Taghkanick waa altered
narrow triangular tract of about 1000 acres, in the extreme e.
part of the town, known as "Boston Comer," formerly belonged
to the town of Mt. Washington, Berkshire co., Mass. The
Taghkanick Mts. extend along the E. border of the tract, and
Livingston. Gallatin, Taghkanick, Ancram, and Copake. It form an almost impassable barrier between this and the re(oiaisted of 2 purchases: the Livingston purchase, obtained of maining parts of that town. Thus entirely isolated from the

the patentee, feudal privileges, and imposed an annual quitrent
of 28 shillings. The manor contained 160,240 acres, and included nearly all the present towns of Clermont, Germantown,
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but elsehilly.
part the hills range in a n. and s. direction,
narrow
Roeliff Jansens Kil^ crosses the town in a s. w. direction.

broken and

is

In the

e.

where they are irregular.
intervale, bordered by steep, irregular hills, extends along its course.
intermixed with clay. Iron ore has been obtained at different places

A

The

soil is

from the

a gravelly loam

hills

upon the

e.

border of the town,'' and lead ore is mined at Hot Ground.* Ancram,^ (P-v.,) situated on
Roeliff Jansens Kil, in the w. part of the town, contains 2 churches, a paper mill, a sawmill, and
about 30 houses.
(Ancram Leadmines p. o.) and Boston Corner, (p. o.,) a
The town was first settled by the Dutch, in the neighstation on the Ilarlem R. R., are hamlets.
borhood of Ancram Village. There are 3 churches in town.*

Hot Ground

AUSTERLiITZ —was formed from

Canaan, Chatham, and Hillsdale, March 28, 1818. It lies
The e. and central parts are broken by irregular
ranges of hills, and the w. part is undulating. The principal streams are Green River in the E.
and Myrtle Creek in the w. The soil is a gravelly loam intci-mixed in some parts with slate and
The hiUs are mostly arable to their summits. Spencerto^'n, (p. v.,) on Myrtle Creek,
clay.

on the

border of the

E.

co., n.

of the center.

in the w. part of the town, contains 2 churches, an academy,® and 2 gristmills.
Pop. 225.
Austerlitz, (p. v.,) in the valley of Green River, contains 2 churches and 150 inhabitants.
River is a hamlet in the s. e. part of tlie town. The first settlements were

Upper Green

made about

17-15 to 1750, by squatters from Conn.'
Disputes concerning the ownership of lands
thus appropriated arose; and on the 31st of May, 1757, the settlers appointed a committee to adjust
the difficulties. About 1774, Nathaniel Culver and Jas. Savage were sent to England to secure a

grant of

and the

tliese

but, owing to the trouble existing between the mother country
were unsuccessful. The land titles were finally settled by the act of March
church (Cong.) was organized in 1750, and Rev. Jesse Clark was the first

lands to the settlers

;

colonies, they

The

22, 1791.

first

pastor.*

CAXAA.'X —was
7,

A

1788.

1818.

It is

"

formed as Kings District," March 24, 1772, and its name was changed March
in
part of Chatham was taken off in 1795, and New Lebanon and a part of Austerlitz
situated on the e. border of the co., between Austerlitz and New Lebanon.
range

A

of mountains or hills separates it from Massachusetts. The surface is broken and hilly. Whitings
Pond, in the e. part of the town, is about 2 mi. in circumference. Its outlet is tributary to KinThe soil is a gravelly or slaty loam and
derhook Creek and affords several valuable mill sites.
clay.

The

mostly arable to their summits. Near the center of the town is a slate quarry.'
1 church and 32
(p. v.,) a station on the A. & W. S. R. R., contains
Brook., (p. v.,) a station on the same R. R., contains 1 church and 15 dwellings.

hills are

Canaan Four Corners,
dwellings

;

Flat

Queecliy, on the outlet of
(p.o.) and Canaan Center (p. o.) are hamlets.
Whitings Pond, contains 1 church, 2 paper mills, a sawmill, a gristmill, and 21 dwellings and
Red Rocli.,^" in the s. w. corner of the town, contains 3 churches, a sawmill, a gristmill, and 30

Canaan

;

Two

dwellings.

families of Shakers, consisting of about 75 persons, reside in the n. e. part of the
of over 1400 acres. They
chiefly engaged in farming, and their estate consists

town.

They are

raise

garden seeds

articles.

of

"Kings

and manufacture brooms, mop sticks, and other
was commenced about 1756." At a meeting of the

to a limited extent,

The settlement of
District,"

the town

(June 24, 1776,) held

for the

seat of civil authority, it became the resort cf fugitives from
justice, prize fighters, and others of like character, who bade
defiance to the laws and practiced their unlawftil acts with impunity. In Dec. 1848, the inhabitants petitioned to be annexed
to N. Y. The State of Mass. consented in May, 185-3. The
cession was accepted by New York, July 21 of the same year,
confirmed by Congress, Jan. 3, 1855, and the Corner was annexed to this town, April 13, 1857. iV. T. Assem. Does., 64 &
194, 1849.
1 Called " Ancram Creek" in this town.
2 These mines have been worked many years.
Considerable
quantities of ore are obtained on the land of A. McArthur and
gent to Millerstown (Dutchess co.) on the Harlem R. R. An ore
bed N. of this, owned by the Empire Co., is connected with the
mi. long.
R. R. by a track
8 This mine was discovered on land leased by the keeper of
the Livingston Manor. Kolit. R. Livingston purchased the lease,
and sold it to a N. Y. Co., by whom the mine was worked until
within a few years. A .shaft has been sunk 100 feet, and galleries

—

H

opened in different directions. The mine iB on land now owned
by 11. Mclntyre.
* This
place was formerly celebrated for its iron works. These
were erected as early as 1756. The ore was obtained from Salisbury, Conn., and from mines in the E. part of this town, and
pig and bar iron of a superior quality was made.

^.

purpose of choosing delegates
5
8

similar
citizens

to the Provincial

Evang. Luth., M. E., and Presb.
The Spencertown Academy was established mainly througlj

the exertions of Rev. Dr. T. Woodbridge.
'
Among the early settlers were John Dean, John WilliamB,
Seth and Truman Powell. Jas. Sexton, Ephraim Kidder, and
families by the names of Osborne, Lawrence, Spencer, and Whitmore.
8 The census
reports 4 churches in town ; Christian, Cong.,

M. E., and Presb.
s This
quarry is on the land of L. D. Ford. The slate is of a
dark blue color, and plates of any required size or thickness may
be obtained.
10 So named from a
large rock by the roadside, painted red,
and surmounted by a wooden column about 10 feet high, bearing
the date "Jan. 1825."
11
Among the early settlers were families named Douglass,
Warner, Whiting. Alesworth, Baldwin, and Hawley. The first
mill was built by Wm. B. Whiting, about 1775. This mill, stored
with grain belonging to the government, was burned by tories
during the war. In the first book of records is a memorandum,
without date or signature, stating that "the town records were
but a few
kept on loose paper previous to 1772, but not probably
The deed from the Indians of 6 mi. sq. was executed in
years.
1758. The compensation was £250, that being paid for the 6 mi.
1772.
sq." The record is continuous since May 5,
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Congress, it was voted to recommend to that body the passage of a declaration of independence'
There are 7 churches in town.*

CHATHAM —was
terlitz

formed from Canaan and Kinderhook, March 17, 1795, and parts of Ausoff in 1818.
It lies near the center of the n. border of the co.
The

and Ghent were taken

surface is moderately hilly, the ranges generally extending n. and s. The principal stream is Kinderhook Creek, upon which are numerous mill sites. The soil in the valleys is a gravelly loam
intermixed with clay, and upon the hiUs it is slaty. The valleys are broad and fertile, and the
Near New Concord is a sulphur spring. Cbatliam Four Corhills arable to their summits.

ners

(p.v.) is situated partly in this town and partly in Ghent.
S. R. R. and the
& B. R. R., and is the terminus of the

H

& W.

A.

roads are in Ghent.

The

East Cliatbam,

(p.v.,)

It is

an important

station on the

Harlem R.R. The depots of these

village contains 3 churches, a machine shop, and 3 foundries.
Pop. 697.
a station on the A. & W. S. R. R., near the line of Canaan, contains 2

Concord

contains 1 church
churches, a gristmill, sawmill, and candle factory. Pop. 245. JVew
and 109 inhabitants; Cbatliam, (p-'^-j) 1 church, a furnace and plow factory, gristmill, and sawville a Friends meeting house and 13 houses ;
Cenmill, and a pop. of 214 ;

Cbatbam

Ray

church and 127 inhabitants; Maiden Brldg'e, (p.v.,) 1 church, a paper mill,
and Riders Mills, a gristmill, sawmill, and 12
sawmill, and tannery, and a pop. of 193
houses.
IVortb Cbatbam, (p. v.,) contains 2 churches, a sawmill, gristmill, and plaster mill.

ter,

(p.v.,) 1

;

The settlers were from KinderPop. 179. The settlement of this town commenced about 1725.
hook, but originally from Holland.
company from Connecticut settled at New Concord in 1758.*
The census reports 11 churches in town.*

A

—

CliATERACK^
taken

off in 1782,

(Claw^ve-rack) was formed as a district, March 24, 1772. Hillsdale was
and Hudson in 1785. It was recognized as a town, March 7, 1788. A part

of Ghent was taken off in 1818.
It lies near the center of the co.
The surface in the w. part is
undulating, and in the e. hilly. Claverack Creek, upon the w. border of the town, and its tribuThe soil is a rich loam in the w., and a gravelly loam intertaries, are the principal streams.
mixed with slate in the E. ClaTeracli, (p.v.,) in the w. part of the town, a station on the

H. & B. R. R., contains 2 churches and the Claverack Academy and Hudson River Institute;® pop.
496 MellenTille, (p. v.,) a station on the H. & B. R. R., contains 2 churches, a gristmill, and
30 dwellings; and Pbilmont, (p-"''^-)) ^ station on the Harlem R. R., contains several manufac;

Bend Mills, Martindale Depot, (p. o.)
Smoky HollOfV (p. v.) contains several manu-

turing establishments' and 35 dwellings. Soutb
and Humpbreysville (p. o.) are hamlets.

and 25 dwellings, and CburcbtovFn (p.v.) 1 church and 14 dwellings. The Ref. Prot.
D. church, Claverack, was organized in 1716, and the present edifice was erected in 1765. There
are 6 churches in town.^
factories*

CLiERMOlVT—was
Hudson, in the
Iwundary.

s.

The

formed from the Livingston Manor, March 12, 1787.i° It lies upon the
The surface is undulating. Roeliff Jansens Kil forms the e.
co.
a fertile loam, and in some places sandy. Clermont, (p. v.,) near the

w. corner of the
soil is

part of the town, has a pop. of 155.
who occupied the lands as tenants.
E.

The

first

settlement

was made

A school was established,

in 1791,

an early day by Germans,
by a special act of the legis-

at

any general school system had been adopted in the State.^^ Robert R. Livingston, a
prominent statesman of the Revolution and the first chancellor of the State, was a resident of this
German Lutheran church, about 3 mi. w. of the village of Clermont, is the only church
town.
in town.

lature, before

A

COPAKE—was
CO.,

1

formed from Taghkanick, March 26, 1824. It lies on the e. border of the
between Hillsdale and Ancram. Its surface is broken by ranges of hills separated by broad

William B. Whiting, Asa Waterman, Philip Friable, Martin

Beebe, Elisha Pratt, Capt. Baldwin, Daniel Buck, Elijah Bostwick, Gideon King, Jarvis Mudge,'Saml. Johnson, Saml. Gillett,
L. A. Herrick, Joseph Wood, John Woodworth, and Saml. Baily
were appointed a committee to prepare a memorial making such
recommendation to Congress.
2 2
Bap., 2 M. E., Christian, Cong., and Presb.
s
Among these were John Beebe, and others named Cady,
Hurlburt, Palmer, and Davis. A little w. of Chatham Center
was a stone house, used as a defense against the Indians during
the Kevolution. A man named Vosburgh, who lived near this
house, was killed and scalped but his family escaped.
* 6 M.
E., 2 Bap., Christian, Cong., and Ref. Prot. D.
6 This town
formerly extended to the Hudson, and the bluffs
•n the bank were named the " Klauvers," (clovers,) whence
"(Haver-reach," or "Claverack." Benson's Memoir, p. iA,
;

—

• This institution is located
upon a beautiful eminence in the
N. part of the village, and commands an extensive view of the
surrounding country and of the distant Catskills. It is one of
the most flourishing institutions in the State. It has accommo-

dations for 500 to 600 pupils.
' Three
paper mills, a carpet factory, woolen factory, sash and
blind factory, furnace and machine shop.
8
Among these are a woolen factory, cradle factory, gristmill,
and sawmill.
2 Ref. Prot. D., Bap., Evang. Lnth., M. E., and Prot. E.
10
By an act of legislature passed March 2, 1858, a triangular
tract, now constituting the N. part of Germantown, was taken
off

from Clermont.

" An academy was incorp. April 26, 1834, and received under
the regents Feb. 26, 1837, but it was never successfully organ
ized.

COLUMBIA COUNTY.

245

A high and nearly unbroken range extends along the e. border.
an I fertile valleys.
tovm are several small lakes, the principal of which are Copake Lake in the w., and llobinsons,
Station
Snyder, and Rhoda Ponds in the s. The soil is a gravelly and clayey loani. Near Copake
are several iron mines.^ Copake Station, (Copake Iron Works p. o.,) on the Harlem R. R.,
In the

contains 1 church, a blast furnace, and 26 houses;

Copake

Flats (Copake

Baines Station,

church and 20 houses; and

p. o.) contains 1

a station on the Harlem

(North Copake p. o.,)
R. R., 15 houses. The settlement of this tovra commenced about the middle of the last century.^
Ref. Prot. D. church was the first church organized, and Rev. Jeremiah Romeyn vras the first pastor.'

A

—was formed

from Ancram, March 27, 1830. It lies near the center of the s.
broken by several ranges of hills, which extend in a n. and s.
direction.
The highest point is Mattashuk Hill, s. of Lake Charlotte. RoelifF Jansens Kil is the
in some places rocky.
Charlotte Lake, in the n. part
principal stream its banks are steep and
of the town, is a fine sheet of water, surrounded by gentle slopes cultivated to the water's edge.
The soil is a slaty and gravelly loam, and moderately fertile. Gallatinville, (p. v.,) on Roeliff

GALiliATrSf*

border of the

The

co.

surface

is

:

Weaver

Jansens Kil, contains a gristmill and 11 houses
Hollow, Jacksons Corners,
in Livingston,) are
(on the line of and p.o. in Dutchess co.,) and Union Corners, (partly
hamlets. The town was settled at a very early day by emigrants from Holland and Germany.* A
Ref. Prot. D. church was organized in 1748, and the Rev. Mr. Freymoot was the lirst pastor.^
;

—

GHEiVT'' was formed from Chatham, Claverack, and Kinderhook, Arnl 3, 1818; and a part
of Stockport was taken ofi" in 1833. It is an interior town, n. of the center of the co. Its surface
The town is watered by several small streams tribuis hilly in the e. and undulating in the w.
The soil is mostly a gravelly loam, but in some parts
tary to Kinderhook and Claverack Creeks.
it is clayey.
Ghent,® (p. v.,) in the E. part of the town, is a station on the H. & B. and Harlem
Glient (p. v.) contains 1 church and IG
R. Rs. It contains 2 churches and 18 houses.

West

houses.

Pulvers Station

is

on the

II.

&

by emigrants from Holland and Germany.'

GREENPORT—was

The

B. R. R.

first

settlement was

made about

1735,

There are 4 churches in town.^"

formed from Hudson City,

It lies upon the Hudson,
13, 1837.
broken and hilly.
Beacrofts Mt., in
the E. part of the town, is nearly precipitous upon its w. side. Merino Point," near the Hudson,
has an elevation of 250 feet above the river. Claverack Creek forms the e. boundary of the town,
and a small tributary of this stream and Kahseway Creek are the principal watercouises. The inters
The soil is clayey along the river and a sandy and gravelly
vale of the latter is broad and fertile.
Hill
loam in the interior. Limestone is extensively quarried on the e. side of Beacrofts Mt.
A steam ferry connects
(p.o.) is a station on the Hudson R. R. R. in the s. w. part of the tovra.

near the center of the w. border of the

co.

May

Its surface is

Oak

this place

with Catskill Point on the opposite side of the Hudson. Settlement commenced in this
There is but one church (Ref. Prot. D.) in town.
last century.'^

town about the middle of the

GERMAIVTOWK" —was formed as a district April
7,

1788.

A part of

part of the co.
soil is

a

Clermont was annexed, March

The

surface

rich, fertile loam,

19 houses, and

East

is

undulating.

1775, and recognized as a town March
It lies upon the Hudson, in the s.

Roeliff Jansens Kil forms the n. boundary.
(p. v.) contains 1 church

sandy in a few places.

Camp 17 houses.

1,

2, 1858.^*

The

Germantovrn

first

settlement was

made

The
and

by German
1710; and on the

in 1710,

The first arrival was in
Palatinates, under the patronage of Queen Anne.
"
1st of May, 1711, there were 1178 settlers in town, and the four villages
Huntersiown,"
"

Queenshury" "Annsherg" and

'^

Mayshurgh" had sprung into

1 The ores obtained from these mines are hematites.
A new
ore bed, that promises an abundant supply of an excellent
feet.
has
been
of
13
to
the
recently
opened
depth
quality,
2 Families
by the names of Snyder, Briese, and Lampman were
among the early settlers.
8 The census
reports 3 churches ; M. E., Presb., and Prot. E.
* Named in honor of Hon. Albert Gallatin.
5 The Knickenbackers and the
Snyders were among the first
An Englishman, named Ross, was one of the first setsettlers.
tlers in the neighborhood of Gallatinville.
There are 2 churches in town; Ref. Prot. D. and M. E.
' Named from
Ghent, in Holland.
"
* The Indian name of this
locality was
Scom-pa-muck."
9
the
first
settlers were John, Cornelius, Andrew, and
Among
Lawrence Sharp, and Abraham Hogeboom, who located near
Ghent Village. A man named Cox had settled near the same
place a short time before.
>« 2 Ref, Prot.
D.,
Meth., and Friends.
"
^ This point was Evang.,
Morabuck." Its present
formerly called
<•

existence.^*

A

school

was

estab-

name was

derived from the fact that a large sheep farm was
established here many years ago.
12 Jacob Johannes Van Hoesen and Erneric Plaice settled in
the town as early as 1763.
"
13 Named " iyost
Camp" and G&mvan Ctamp''' in some early
records.
11 That
part annexed was almost isolated from the rest of Cler»
mont, and lay N. of this town.
15 A tract of 6000 acres,
forming the present town of Germantown, was purchased, on the 9th of Sept. 1710, of Robt. Livingston by Gov. Hunter, for the use of these people. It was dt*signed "to employ them in raising hemp and making tar, pitch,
and rosin for the royal navy, and they were furnished with proThe management of their affairs was invisions and tools.
trusted to a board of commissioners, consisting of Robt. LivingAndrew Bagston, Richard Sacket, John Cast, Godfrey Walsen,
Knieskem was apger, and Herman Schureman. John Peter
Conrad Weiser in
pointed -'master" in Hunterstown, John
Queensbury, Hartman Windecker in Annsberg, and John Chris-
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Tlie Ref. Prot. D. church

lished in 1711.

was formed in 1728, and Johannes Yan Driesen was the

first pastor.^

HILIySDAIiE —was

formed from ClaveracK, as a district, March 26, 1782, recognized as a
and a part of Austerlitz was taken off in 1818. The surface is broken by
in a N. and s. direction and separated by narrow valleys. Green
ranges of high hills extending
River crosses the n. e. corner and several small streams, which form the headwaters of Roeliff
Jansens and Claverack Creeks, take their rise in the town. The soil is a gravelly loam and clay.
Hillsdale^ (P-'^->) a station on the Harlem R. R., in the s. part of the tovm, contains 2 churches
and has a pop. of 225 Harlemville (p. v.) contains 1 church and 225 inhabitants, and Green
Ki ver (p. v. 1 church and about 12 houses. The town was settled at a very early day, the s.
settlers.^ The first church (Bap.) was organized
part by immigrants from Mass. and the n. by Dutch
June 23, 1787, and Rev. Stephen Gano, D.D., was the first pastor. There are 6 churches in town.*

town March

7,

1788,

;

—

;

)

HUDSOiV CITY—

^was formed from Claverack, and incorp.
as a city, April 22, 1785.*
part of Stockport was taken off in
It lies upon the e. bank of the
1833, and Greenport in 1837.

A

Hudson, at the head of ship navigation, near the center of the w.
The surface is a rolling upland. A slate
border of the co.
bluff rises abruptly from the river to the height of 60 ft., and
from its summit a beautifully rolling ridge extends eastward and
slopes gradually upward for a distance of one and a half mi., terminating in Prospect Hill, a high, rounded eminence 300 ft. above
the surrounding lands and 500 ft. above the river. This ridge
is from 6 to 50 rods in width, and is bounded on the n. and s. by
gradual and uniform slopes. North and South Bays (two shallow
bodies of water) extend about 1000 ft. inland from the river, converting the w. extremity of the
ridge into a promontory.* A public square, containing an area of about an acre and a half, has
been laid out upon the summit of the bluff overlooking the river, and furnishing one of the most
From the summit of Prospect HiU an extensive view
beautiful public promenades in the country.
is obtained of the windings of the Hudson, with the distant Catskills on one side, and the Green Hills
of Mass. on the other.
is an extensive mud flat, through which a canal has been cut for
This canal has recently been abandoned.
This city is the western terminus of the Hudson & Boston R. R., and an important station on the
Hudson R. R. R. The manufactures are extensive, consisting principally of iron and clothing.*

In the

the

river, opposite

the city,

Hudson and Athens Ferry.

A considerable
The
story

amount of commerce

is

is

is

by means of the Hudson.''
Warren St. near the center of the

carried on

a brick building, situated on
used for mercantile purposes.

City Hall

city.

The lower

The Public Schools are in a flourishing condition. In 1857 the city was divided into 4 districts,
and gave employment to 21 teachers, 5 males and 16 females. The number of children between
the ages of 4 and 21 was 2562, of which 1095 (or 42| per cent.) were in attendance some portion
of the year. The total expenses of the schools for that year was §4448 38 total receipts, the same
number of volumes in district libraries, 700. A Lancasterian School Society was incorp. April 15,
1817, and it maintained a school many years.®
The Hudson Academy building, a plain, 3 story brick edifice near Prospect Hill, was erected in 1805.

—

;

Tucks in Haysburgb. The enterprise wag vinsuccessful, and
settlers removed to the Mohawk and Schoharie A' alleys. In the summer of 1711 a company of 25 men from "HuTir
ftrstown" volunteered in the expedition against Canada. In 1725
the tract was granted by letters patent to the inhabitants of
" East
Camp," to be divided equally in fee after reserving 40 acres
for church and school purposes.
1 The census
reports 3 churches in town; Evang.Lnth., M.E.,
and Ref. Prot. D.
*
Among the early Dutch settlers were families named ShowerFoster
man, Blackman, Kinyon,Fregers, Evens, and Shorts.
was one of the first settlers near Hillsdale Village. The State
tian

many of the

5

Warren

St.,

;

the principal streetof the

city,

extends along vhe

from the foot of Prospect BUU to the promenade grounds on the bluff. Few streets in any city have a finer
location than this.
6 The Hudson Iron Co. have a double blast furnace, driven by
an engine of 300 horse power : 80 to 90 men are employed, and
40 to 50 tons of pig iron turned out per day. At the Columbia
Iron Works about 40 men are employed, and 20 to 25 tons of pig
crest of this ridge

iron

made

daily.

The ore used

in these furnaces is obtained

from Weston, Mass., and from Dutchess, Orange, and Essex cob.
Clark's Clothing Manufactory employs about 400 hands. In 1858,
sales were made to the amount of $130,000, mostly for the Southgurrendered its claims to the lands actually occupied, March 12, ern market. Beside these, there are in the city 2 machine shops,
2 iron foundries, a stove foundry, gunshop, cutlery manufactory,
1793
* 3 M.
E., Bap., Christian, and Presb.
bookbindery, flouring mill, brewery, and brickyard.
1 An immense
* The express object of this incorporation was to facilitate comquantity of pressed hay, annually Bent to th«
mercial operations. The charter included all the territory N. of New York market, forms the principal export of the co.
8
w.
of
Claverack
and
s.
Creek,
of
act
Abraof
By
Livingston Manor,
Major
May 11, 1835, this society was allowed to raiaa
nams Creek, extending 180 feet into the Uudsou.
$400 annually.
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The Hudson Female Academy was organized

in 1851,

foruierlj used as a private lunatic asylum.
The Orphan Asylum was established in Oct. 1843,

Forty to GO children are provided
stipend of $1000 from the co.

The

for.

and

It is supported
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and occupies a substantial stone
is

edifice

in charge of a board of lady managers.

by private donations, assisted by an annual

city contains 11 private schools, 2 public libraries, 3 banks,

and 3 newspaper

offices.

Pop.

0,720.
lunatic asylum

A

was established here in 1832, but it was given up upon the opening of the State
The first religious organization (a society of Friends) was formed in 1784, and
a meeting house was built in 1785. There are now 11 churches in the city.*
Hudson was formerly known as " Clava-ach Landing."^ The foundation of its future prosperity
as a city was laid by Seth and Thos. Jenkins and their associates, in 1783.* It grew with great
In 1775 it became
rapidity, and soon became the center of a very extensive commercial business.
a port of entry,^ and at an early period its commerce extended to the West Indies and Europe.*
Shad and herring, from the river and coast fisheries, ship timber, and country produce were exThe embargo, and the war
ported, and numbers of ships were employed in the whale fisheries.
which followed, destroyed this trade. The whaling business was afterward resumed, and for some

Asylum

at Utica.^

time prosecuted with success
plies

between

this city

;

but

has since been entirely abandoned.

it

and Albany, and the day

line

between Albany and

A daily line of
New York

KIXDERUOOK.^—^was formed as a district, March 22, 1772, and reorganized
A part of Chatham was taken in 1795, a part of Ghent in 1818, and
7, 1788.

March

steamers

touches here.

oflF

as a tovra

Stuyvesant

The surface is level or unduIt occupies the central part of the n. border of the co.
Kinderhook Lake, in the n. e. part, is about 4 mi. in circumference. The principal
streams are Kinderhook Creek and the outlet of Kinderhook Lake. The soil is a fertile, sandy,
and gravelly loam. HJnderliook, (P-'^->) situated on the creek of the same name, was
It contains 4 churches, the Kinderhook Academy, a newspaper ofBce, 2
incorp. April 18, 1838.
banks, and several manufacturing establishments.^ Pop. 1078. I(iiideii'%vald, the residence
of Ex Pres. Martin Van Buren, is about 2 mi. s. of this village.
Talatie,* (voKa-che, p. v.,)
situated at the junction of Kinderhook Creek and the outlet of Kinderhook Lake, was incorp. June
30, 1856. It contains 4 churches, 5 cotton factories,'" and several other manufactories.'^ I¥iverville, (p. V.,) on the outlet of Kinderhook Lake, is a station on the A. & W. S. R. R. It contains
a wadding factory, batting factory, gristmill, and 21 houses. Settlements commenced under the
Dutch Government.'^ The rights of certain settlers were confirmed by the act of March 12, 1793.
A controversy concerning the patent of John Hendrick De Bruyn, granted in 1686, was settled by
commissioners June 8, 1812.
A Ref. Prot. D. church was organized in 1712. Rev. Johannes
in 1823.
lating.

Lydius, of Albany, conducted the first religious services, and Rev. J.
There are 8 churches in town.'*
settled pastor.

Van

Driesen was the

first

MVimGSTOIV—

was granted as a manor,'* July 22, 1686, formed as a district, March 24,
1772, and organized as a town, March 7, 1788. Clermont was taken ofi" in 1787, and Ancram and
Taghkanick in 1803. It is situated in the s. w. part of the co., bordering on the Hudson. The
Claverack Creek crosses the n. e. corner, Kleina Kil'^ flows
surface is generally undulating.
through near the center, and Roeliff Jansens Kil forms the
1 Established
by Dr. S. White. It was continued 6f years,
and during that time 297 patients were admitted.
2
Bap., M. E., Presb., Prot. E., Ref. Prot. D., R. C, Univ., Wes.
Meth., Af. Meth., and 2 Friends meeting houses.
8 In
1783, Peter Hogeboom, Peter Van Hoesen, Caspar Huyck,
John "Van Allen, and John, Jacob, Jonathan, and Leonard Hendricks lived at this place. Van Allen kept a store, and Conrad

Flock kept a canoe ferry to Loonenburgh.
* Seth and Thomas
Jenkins, and 28 others, that year formed
themselves into an association for commercial purposes, and
Beleoted

A

" (Maverack

city plot

was

Landing" as the seat of their operations.
at once surveyed, docks were built, and shipbuildThe following year the Hudson, a ship of 300

ing commenced.

Cotton Gelston
tons, was launched by Jenkins & Gelston.
opened a store the same year, and in 1785 Thomas Jenkins and
Josiah Alcott built a ropewalk, 600 feet long. Josiah Barnard
and Thos. and
built a wind gristmill on Prospect Hill, in 1787
Beth Jenkins and Stepiien Paddock, a hemp ducking factory, in
;

1789.
6

Henry Malcomb, the

first collector,

was appointed June

12,

1795.

one time a greater amount of shipping was
owned at this port than at New York.
' Childrens Point." There are
' A Dutch
name, signifying
lorerol yersions of the origin of this name one is, that it was
^•It is said tha' at

:

s.

w. boundary.

In most of

its

course

given by Hudson from the number of Indian children congregated to see his vessel at a point above Stuyvesant Landing and
another, that it was derived from the number of children belonging to a family residing at the forks of an Indian trail, where
the village of Kinderhook now is.
8 A steam cotton
factory, gristmill, sawmill, 2 hat factories, and
a candle factory.
"
9 A Dutch
word, signifying Little Falls." There is a fell here
of about 15 feet; and hence the name.
If There are about 400 looms in these factories, and 400 to 500
persons employed warp and wicking exclusively are made at
;

:

one of them.
11 A
paper mill, furnace, machine shop, plaster mill, and sawmill. Pop. estimated at about 1500.
12 A record
belonging to the Ref. Prot. D. church, dated 1729,
and signed by Johannes Van Driese,n, gives the names of 100
families then residing in town.
Among these are the names
Van Alsteyn, Van Allen, Van Sohaack, Van Burjren, Van Der
Schermerhom,
Klauw, Gardenier,
Pool, Conyn, Huijk, Vosburg,
Van Valkenburgh, Van Sleijk, Wieber, and Mulder.
13 2 M.
Prot. D.,
E., Bap., Evang. Luth., Presb., Prot. E., Ref.
and R. 0.
1* The
manor, of which this town is a part, was granted to

Robert Livingston.
15 Little

Creek.

COLUMBIA COUNTY.

248

through a broad and fertile valley, but near the Hudson its banks are steep
a fertile, sandy loam. JohnstoVFii, (Livingston p.o.,) situated near
the center of the town, contains 1 church, a parochial school, and 28 houses. Olencoe Mills,
on Claverack Creek, contains a free chapel, 2 sawmills, and 16 houses. Bakers mills,
tile last stream flows

and rocky.

The

soil is

(p.v.,)

(p. 0.,)

on Roeliff Jansens Kil, contains a woolen factory, 2 paper

dwellings.

Elizaville,

commenced soon

(p.o.,)

after the patent

IVEW I.EBA1V01V—was

Blue

Store, and L<inlitli^o

was granted.^

mills,

a gristmill, and 10
Settlement

are hamlets.

There are 4 churches in town.^

It is the n.e. corner town
by broad, irregular valleys. The TaghkaThe Wyomanock or Lebanon Creek is the
nick Mts., upon
The valleys are
The
soil is a gravelly and slaty loam intermixed with clay.
stream.
principal
generally narrow and the hills arable to their summits. liCbanon Spring's, (New Lebanon
It contains 2
Springs p.o.,) in the e. part of the tovra, is celebrated for its thermal springs.*
churches, 4 hotels, a female seminary, and a gristmill. Pop. 278. Tildens (New Lebanon p. o.)
contains 1 church, a barometer and thermometer manufactory, a laboratory for the preparation of
medicinal extracts,* and 35 houses. We'*!^ Liebanon Center (p. v.) contains a gristmill, sawMofiatts Store, (p. v.,) 1 church and 23 houses and ]¥ew
mill, tannery, and 22 houses
Britain, (p.o.,) 1 church and 6 houses. In the e. part of the town, about 2 mi. s. of Lebanon
Springs, is a large Shaker community.^ The first settlement was made about 1760, by immigrants
mostly from Mass. and Conn.* There are 8 churches in town.''

of the CO.

The

formed from Canaan, April 21, 1818.

surface consists of steep hills separated
the e., separate this town from Mass.

;

;

STOCKPORT—was

formed from Hudson, Ghent, and Stuyvesant, April 30, 1833. It lies
The surface consists of a high table land, rising from
Kinderhook and Claverack
the river in bluffs and descending with a moderate slope toward the E.
Creeks unite near the center of the town. The valleys of these streams are narrow and their banks
Near Stottsville are 4 mineral springs, known as the Columbia Springs.*
often steep and rocky.
Stockport, (p.v.,) situated at the junction of Kinderhook and Claverack Creeks, contains 3
churches, several manufactories,^ and 44 dwellings. Cbittendens Falls contains 1 church,
2 paper mills, and 14 dwellings, and Stottsville 2 woolen factories and 21 dwellings. CoIumbiaville^° (Stockport station on the Hudson R. R. R.) is situated on the Hudson. This town
was settled at an early period by the Dutch. There are 4 churches in town.^^

upon the Hudson,

n. of the center of the co.

STrYVESA]¥Ti'—was formed
taken

off in

1833.

It is the n.

from Kinderhook, April 21, 1823, and a part of Stockport was
w. corner town of the co., is situated on the bank of the Hudson,

and includes the adjacent islands E. of the middle of the river. The surface is generally level,
except along the river bank, where it is broken by ravines and low hills. Kinderhook Creek
crosses the s. part of the town.
The soil is generally clayey, but in some places it is a light, sandy
loam. Stuyvesant Falls, (p.v.,) on Kinderhook Creek, contains 1 church, several manufactories,^^ and 35 houses.
Stuyvesant lianding, (Stuyvesant p.o.,) on the Hudson, contains 1
church, a flouring mill, a foundry, 2 coal yards, a lumber yard, and 34 houses. It is a steamboat
1 On
Beatty's map of 1714, the manorhouse and mill are
located within this town, near the Hudson, and the residences
of families named Witbeck, Claas, and Brusie near Claverack
2 2 Ref. Prot. D.,
Evang. Luth., M. E.
8 The
spring is 10 feet in diameter and 4 feet deep, and discharges 16 barrels of water per minute. The water is wholly
Accordtasteless, and has a temperature of 73° at all seasons.
ing to an analysis made by Dr. Meade. 1 pint of water contains

—

1.25 grs. solid matter, as follows: 0.25 grs. chloride of calcium,
0.44 gra. chloride of sodium, 0.19 grs. carbonate of lime, and 0.37
Bubbles of gas constantly rise from the
grs. sulphate of lime.

bottom of the spring, giving it the appearance of boiling. This
gas is composed of 89.4 parts nitrogen and 10.6 parts oxygen,
and is given out in the proportion of 5 cubic inches from a pint
of the water. So great is the volume of water discharged that
it not only supplies several baths, but 2 or 3 mills are kept running by it both summer and winter. L. C. Beck's Report, 1848,
p. 48, and Geolngy \st Dist., p. 105. The medicinal properties of
these waters were first brought to the notice of the public by
There are several similar springs of less volume
Jas. Hitchcock.

—

in the vicinity.
* Tilden & Co. have under cultivation 40 acres of medicinal
chiefly dandelion, hyoscyamus, lettuce, belladonna, straplants,
monium, yellow dock, burdock, poppies, digitalis, aconite, horehound, wormwood, and valerian. They also use large quantities
of coninm, gathered from the surrounding country, as well as
imported medicinal herbs and roots. Sixty persons are employed
In the preparation of their extracts.
* There are 500 to 60O
persons in this community. They own

—

about 2000 acres of land in this State, besides a considerable
tract in Mass. They have a large meeting house, a laboratory
furnished with steam power, a gristmill, 4 sawmills, 2 machine
shops, 8 dwellings, and several other buildings. They are principally engaged in farming, and in preparing extracts, roots,
herbs, botanic medicines, and garden seeds. Tliey also manufacture brooms, sieves, and fancy baskets. About 200,000 lbs.
of medicinal articles and garden seeds are put up annually.
The neatness of their grounds and premises is prdverbial.
*
Among the tirst settlers were families named Gilbert, Cornell, King, Skinner, Mudge, Gurnsey, Jones, Waddams, Sanford,
and Patchin. An inn was kept at Lebanon Springs for Several
years before the close of the Revolutionary War. The house
is still standing, and is supposed to be nearly a century old.
' 3 M.
E., Bap., Christian, Presb., R. C, and a Shaker meeting
house.

8 The waters of these
springs have never been analyzed. A
and bathing houses have recently been erected near them,
and they are now much frequented.
8 2 cotton
factories, a matrass factory, machine shop, and
sash and blind factory.
10 Columbiaville was
incorp. Feb. 21, 1812, but the act of incorporation was repealed April 20, 1833. It was formerly a

hotel

In 1813 it had
a cotton factory of 1500 spindles, 2 paper mills, 4 cording raillB,
2 fulling mills, together with grist, saw, and plaster mills.

manufacturing place of considerable importance.

" M. E., Presb., Prot. E.. and Univ.
12 Named in
honor of Gov. Peter Stuyvesant.
18

3 cotton factories, a woolen factory, a gristmill, sawmill,

machine shop, and an agricultural implement

factory.
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the Hudson R. R. R.,
landing* and a station on the Hudson R. R. R. Coxsackie Station, on
has half a dozen houses. At this place is a ferry to Coxsackie, (Greene co.,) on the opposite side

The

of the river.

first

settlement was

made by the Dutch about the

period of the English conquest.*

There are 3 churches in town.*
formed from Livingston as " Granger," March 19, 1803. Its name
was changed March 25, 1814, and Copake was taken off in 1824. It is an interior town, lying s.
of the center of the co. The surface is hilly. Taghkanick Creek is the principal stream. Its
banks are low and rocky, and upon it are numerous mill sites. The soil is a gravelly and slaty
loam. The hills are generally arable to their summits, although some are wooded and rocky.
West Ta^takanicli. (p. v.) contains 1 church, a gristmill, and 14 houses. Taghkanick
hamlets. The first settlements were made by German and Dutch
(p.o.) and IVciV Forge are
A tract of about 600
settlers, among whom were families named Brises, Shurts, and Shoefelts.

TAGHKAXICR*—was

Taghkanick, included in this town, was purchased by Robert Livingston in 1685.
There are now 2 churches in town; Evang.
church (M. E.) was organized in 1843.

acres, called

The

first

Luth., and

M. E.

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dicellinys, Families, Freeholders, ScJiooIs, Live
Stock, Agricidtural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Columbia Cotinii/.
Acres op Land.
|

Names of Towns.

Ancram
Austerlitz

Canaan
Chatham
Claverack.-

....

Clermont
Copake
Gallatin

Germantown...

Ghent
Greenport
Hillsdale.

Hudson
Kinderhook....
Livingaton

New

Lebanon.

Stockport
Stuyresant

Taghkanick. ...
Total

COETLAND COUNTY.
This county was formed from Onondaga, April 8, 1808, and
embraces the original townships of Virgil, Cincinnatus, Homer,
Solon, and the south half of Tully and Fabius^ in the s. e. corner
It was named in honor of Pierre Van Cortof the Military Tract.
It lies near the
landt, first Lieut. Gov. of the State of N. Y.^
center of the State, upon the northern spurs of the Allegany
and just s. of the watershed between the Susquehanna and

Mts.,

Lake Ontario.

It contains

an area of 485 square miles, and

centrally distant 120 miles from Albany.

is

Its surface is hilly

and occasionally broken, consisting mostly of arable ridges with
narrowish valleys between them.

The highlands

are divided

three general ridges extending through the county in a
The first of these occupies the extreme eastern edge of the

into

northerly and southerly direction.
county, and is bounded on the w. by the valley of the Otselic River; the second lies between the
and the third embraces all the highlands lying w. of the
Otselic and Tioughnioga Rivers
Tioughuioga. These highlands are all divided laterally by the valleys of small streams, and in
;

some places they are but little more than a collection of sharp ridges separated by narrow ravines.
The northern portion of the county spreads out into a high plateau, broken by hills. This level
has an average elevation of 1,100 to 1,200 feet above tide, and the ridges rise from 200 to 500 feet
A broad plain, into which nearly all the valleys of the tributaries of the Tioughnioga
higher.
converge, occupies the center of the western part of the county and here the county seat is located.
South of this the valleys contract until they become ravines. The highest points in the county are
Mount Toppin, in Preble, the Truxton Hills, and the Owego Hills, in Virgil and Harford, which
attain an elevation of 1,600 to 2,100 feet above tide.
The drainage is nearly all through the Tioughnioga River, which flows through near the center
of the county.
In its upper course, it consists of two principal branches, the eastern entering
the. town of Cuyler from Madison county, and the western taking its rise in the small lakes in
the northern part of Preble and the southern part of Onondaga county.
The principal branches
of the Tioughnioga are the Otselic,
which flows through a deep valley in the eastern part of the
county from Chenango county, Trout, Cheningo, and Labrador Creeks, and Cold and Factory
Brooks. The Skaneateles Inlet drains the northwestern, the branches of Fall Creek the extreme
western, and Owego Creek the southwestern, parts of the county. The only considerable bodies
of water in the county are the Skaneateles Lake, which borders upon the N. w. corner, and several
;

—

—

small lakes in the northern part of the Tioughnioga Valley,
The Hamilton group of rocks consisting of calcareous shale, with limestone and slate inter-

—

mixed- -enters the northern portions of the county and successively above this, toward the south,
Quarries of sandstone and
appear the Genesee slate, and the Portage and Chemung groups.
limestone, affording excellent building material, are worked in Scott, Homer, Cortlandville, and
;

A

several other parts of the county.
little s. e. of Cortlandville are several small lakes, containing
The soil upon the
deposits of marl, from which an excellent quality of lime is manufactured.
hills is principally a sandy or
gravelly loam ; and that of the valleys is of the same character,

with a large mixture of disintegrated slate, shale, and limestone.
From its considerable elevation above tide, the climate of this co. is colder than the lower regions
The winters are longer, and snow falls to a greater depth. The people are almost
N. and w.
exclusively engaged in the different branches of agriculture.
Spring grains are largely produced
in the valleys, but the whole county is better adapted to pasturage than tillage. Dairying and
stock raising are extensively pursued.

The more hardy

The production of wool

fruits generally flourish,

1 The following lots in these towns were set apart for the supIn Tully, 69, 76, 81 ; Fabius, 55,
port of the gospel and schools
58; Homer, 4, 34, 70, 85, 93, 98; Solon, 22, 25, 30,41, 64,98; Virgil,
The terri20, 36, 51. 86, 91, 99 Cincinnatus, 1, 16, 37, 49, 53, 62.
" Boston Ten Towns,"
lying immediately south of
tory of the
over
a
or
extend
to
overlap
portion of this
this, was found
tract, and to embrace nearly all of the two southern tiers of lots
250
:

;

—

also receives considerable attention.

but are liable to injury from early and late

frosts.

in Virgil, and 4 lots in the 8. w. corner of Cincinnatus. Two additional townships (Junius, Cayuga co., and Galen, Wayne co.)
were set apart by the Land Commissioners, July 31, 1790, to supply the deficiency thus occasioned in the Military Tract.
2 Gen. Van Cortlandt was an extensive owner of lands
upon
the Military Tract in this and adjoining counties.
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Manufactures are of limited extent. The completion of the Syracuse, Binghaniton, and New York
R. R. through this county has given an additional impulse to every branch of business, and haa
greatly enhanced the value of the farms by furnishing an easy and direct avenue to market.^
Cortland Village, the county seat, is situated upon the Tiouglmioga, near the center of the town

The county

of Cortlnndville.

clerk's office

and the court house are

finely situated in the center

of the village.^ The jail is located in the basement of the court house, the floors of the cells being
4 or 5 feet below the surface of the ground. The average number of prisoners is 2. The poor

house

is

situated

of inmates

is

upon a farm of 118 acres, 3 mi. n. e. of Cortland Village.
The farm yields a revenue of $600.

The average number

about 50.

There are four papers published in the county.'
events of general interest have occurred in this county.
Settlement began in Homer in
1791, in Virgil and Cortlandville in 1794, and in several other towns before the commencement
of the present century. Being remote from the great routes of travel, its settlement advanced but

Few

slowly for many years, and the fertile but more distant valley of the Genesee had been mostly
taken up by immigrants before civilization spread over the hills and along the valleys of Cortland
county. The fear of Indian massacre then had not entirely subsided, and at times occasioned
distress almost as real as if hostilities actually existed.
The wild beasts often claimed a share
of the little flocks and herds of the pioneers ; and long, weary forest roads to distant mills and

markets, for many years, proved a heavy burden to the early settlers in this and
of the State not favored with navigable streams.

many other

sections

—

CIMCIUfHTATlIS was formed from Solon, April 3, 1804. It embraced the township of Cincinnatus, or No. 25 of the military tract, a name applied by the Land Commissioners upon its first
The present town is one-fourth of its original size, having been reduced by the erection
survey.
of Freetovra, Willett, and Marathon, in 1818. It lies upon the eastern border of the county, s.

—

narrow valley of the Otselic River and of the high ridgea
ravines, forming the valleys of small tributaries to the river,
extend laterally far into the highlands, dividing nearly the whole surface of the town into steep ridge)?
of the center.

which

rise

of hills.

Its surface consists of the

upon each

The

soil is

side.

Deep

generally a gravelly loam, and best adapted to grazing.

LiOWer Cinclnnatus

(p.v.) contains about 290 inhabitants, and
3 churches* and an academy.^ The first settlers

150.

Cincinnatus

The former contains

were Ezra and Thos. Rockwell, from Lenox,
and Dr. John McWhorter, from Salem, N.Y., on lot 29, in 1795.®
The first church (Presb.) was formed by a union of the people of Cincinnatus, Solon, Taylor, and
Pitcher, Chenango co.
Mass.,

who

located

upon

lot 19;

1 Tliis road is built
along the TioTighnioga Valley, connecting
with the N. Y. C. E. R. at Syracuse, and with the N. Y. & E. R. R.
at Bingliamton. It has stations at Preble, Little York, Homer,
Cortlandville, Blodgets Mills, State Bridge, and Marathon.
2 The
county courts were first directed to be held at the
schoolhouse on lot 45, in Homer. By an act of April 5, 1810,
Joseph L. Richardson, of Auburn, Nathan Smith, of Herkimer,
and Nathaniel Locke, of Chenango, were appointed commissioners to select the site for a court house, and $2000 was appropriated for the erection of the building. The first county otflcers
were John Keep, First Judge; Wm. Mallory, Sheriff; and John

McWhorter, Surrogate.
* The Cortland Courier was established at Homer in 1810
by
Jas. & Saml. Percival. In 1812 H. R. Bender & R. Washburne became the proprietors, and changed its name to
The Farmers Journal. They sold it to Jesse Searl in 1813, by
whom it was issued as
The Cortland depository, and continued until 1825. Then Milton
A. Kinney became proprietor, and changed its title to
The Cortland Observer. It passed into the hands of S. S. Bradford in 1833, and in 1836 into those of
Holmes,
by whom its title was changed to
The Homer Eagle. In 1837 it was united with the CorUand Rer
publican, and issued by R. A. Reid as
TAe Republican and Eagle, and continued until 1852. C. B.
Gould then became proprietor, and changed it to
The Cortland County Whig. In 1856 it was sold to J. R. Dixon,
and by him it is now published as

The Cortland County Republican.
Tlie Protestant Sentinel

was started at Homer

ia 1831

&

Hull, and

In 1824

it

by John

was founded at Homer in 1821 by Roberta
was soon after removed to Cortland Village.

appeared as

W.

Gill,

H.

S.

in 1832 as

It was published successively by
Randall, and David Fairchild, and in 1845

it was styled
The Cortland Democrat.

Seth Haight & H. G. Crouch have
been interested in its management; and it is now published by A. P. Cole, aa
Cortland Gazette, which name it received in 1857.
The Cortland Chronicle was started in 1828 by Reed & Osboru.
It was sold to R. A. Reed in 1832, and by him called
The Anti-Masonic Republican. In 1833 it was styled
The Cortland Republican, and in 1837 it was united with

The

The Homer Eagle.
The Liberty Herald, semi-mo., was published at Cortland Village
in 1844 and '45 by E. F. Graham.
The True American and Religious Examiner was started in
1845, at Cortland Village, by C. B. Gould. The following year it passed into the hands of S. R. Ward, waa
issued by him as
The True American, and continued until 1848.
The Republican Banner was started in 1858 by E. D
Van Slyck & P. H. Bateson.
The South Cortland Luminary was published in 1840, at South
Cortland, by M. Reynolds.
The Morning Star was published at McGrawville in 1850, and
The Central Reformer in 1858.
*

Cong., Bap., Meth.

6

Cincinnatus

Academy was chartered by

the regents, April

21, 1857.

Maxson, and continued until 1833.
The Cortland Republican was commenced in 1815, at Cortland
Village, by James Percival, and was continued by him,
by Osborn &, Campbell, and by the Campbell Bros.,
until 1821.
TTie Western Courier

and

Tlie Cvi-tland Journal,

The Cortland Advocate.

Eb'r Crittenden, from Harrington, Mass., removed to the present town of Willett in 1793, and to the present limits of this
town in 1797. The first child born was Sally Rockwell, the
first marriage that of Dr. McWhorter to Katy Young, and the
Mrs. H. Beeba
first death that of Daniel Hartshorn.— all in 1796.
the first
taught the first school, in 1797; Col. John Kingman,
inn Elijah Bliss, the first store ; and Eph'm Fish built the first
8

;

mill, in 1814.
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CORTliAjVOVILiLiE was formed from Homer, April 11, 1829, and embraces the southern
The
half of the original township of Homer, and a small portion of the n. e. corner of Virgil.
name was applied to the town from its being the county seat of Cortland county. It is situated
at the junction of the eastern and western branches of the Tioughnioga River, and extends from the
The surface of much of the town ia
central portion of the county to the extreme western border.
an eminence just w. of Cortland
From
are
southern
and
eastern
hilly.
parts
level; but the
Villa<Te can be seen 7 distinct valleys, separated by ranges of hills radiating in different directions.
and the southern part of the town is a broken
ridges are 200 to 400 feet above the valleys ;
upland region, the hills being arable to their summits. The tributaries of the Tioughnioga in
A small part of the
this town are Trout Brook from the E. and Dry and Otter Brooks from the w.
western portion of the tovra is drained by streams flowing westward into Cayuga Lake. In the
s. w. part of the town are three small ponds, fed by springs, and furnishing an almost unlimited
supply of marl, from which an excellent quality of lime is manufactured.^ The soil is generally

The

a sandy or gravelly loam. Cortland Villag"e^ (P-''^-) is finely situated upon the Tioughtioga,
near the center of the town. It contains an academy,^ 5 churches, 3 hotels, and a population of
It
1,576. Mc€rra^vville (p. v.) is situated upon Trout Brook, 4J mi. e. of Cortland Village.
contains 3 churches and several manufacturing establishments, and is the seat of the N.Y. Central
Soutli Cortland, (P-'^m) in the s. w. part of the town, contains 161
College.* Pop. 558.
inhabitants.
Blod^ets Mills is a p.o. The first settlers of this town were Jonathan Hubbard

and

Col.

latter

Moses Hopkins,

upon

—the

former upon the lot where Cortland Village
reports 9 churches in town.*

now

stands,

and the

The census

lot 94.*

FREETOWIV—

was formed from Cincinnatus, April 21, 1818, and embraces the n. w. quarter
of that township. Lot 20 of Virgil was annexed in 1850. It is situated upon the ridge between
the Otselic and Tioughnioga Rivers, s. e. of the center of the county. It is high and hilly, and
its

surface

is

much broken by

the narrow ravines of the watercourses which flow n. and

s.

A

considerable part of the more hilly portions is yet covered with the original forests. Its soil is a
sandy and gravelly loam, and is best adapted to pasturage. FreetO"*vn Corners (p. v.) has
2 churches and about 100 inhabitants. Robert Smith, a soldier of the Revolution, drew lot 2,

and, accompanied by his son-in-law. Ensign Rice, took possession of it in 1795.' The first church
(Bap.) was organized in 1810, by Elder Caleb Shepard, of Lisle, who was the first preacher.^

HARFORD—^was formed from Virgil,^ May

2, 1845, and it embraces the s. w. quarter of that
w. corner town in the county. Its surface consists of a high, broken upland,
500 to 700 feet above the valleys and 1500 to 1700 feet above tide. The Owego Hills, in the
central part, are the most elevated portions.
The declivities are usually steep, and often rocky,
and the summits are crowned with forests. One half of the town is yet a vnlderness. The streams
are mere brooks. The soil is a moderately productive sandy and gravelly loam, best adapted to

township.

It is the

s.

Harford

pasturage.
was Dorastus

(p. v.)

contains 30 houses, and

Soutb Harford

De Wolf, in 1803.^" Religious meetings were held
church (Bap.) was not organized till 1815."

HOMER—was

The
;

first settler

but the

first

formed March

Cortlandville in 1829.

It lies

Solon was taken off in 1798, Virgil in 1804, and
5, 1794.
upon the w. border of the county, n. of the center. Its surface

1 Crandalls Pond covers an area of 15 acres
;
Swains, 6, and
Chatterdons, 4. The marl Is generally of an ash color when
first taken out, but the vegetable matter which it contains
whitens upon exposure to the air. When partially dried, it is
moulded into the form of bricks, and these are thoroughly dried
and burned. The greatest known thickness of these deposits of
2
marl is about 20 feet. Geol. Third I>ist.. p. 291.
Incorp.
8 The Cortlandville Academy,
incorp. Jan. 13, 1843.
* This institution was
in
1850.
It
was
incorp.
originally
started as a manual labor school, and is open to all, without dis-

—

tinction of color or sex.
5 In
1795, Thos. Wilcox,

from 'Whitestown, located upon lot
Jas. and John Morse, and
Joseph Lee, upon lot 75. In 1796-97, Aaron Knapp located near
Ilotchkiss upon lot 73, and Saml. Inglis
Cortland Village,
and son on lot 75. In 1800, Wilmot Sperry (from Woodbridge,
Conn ) settled on lot 73; and a few settlers came yearly until
1810, when the growth became more rapid. The first schoolhouse stood on the present site of the Eagle Hotel. The first
inn was kept by Saml. Inglis, in 1810.
• 2
Bap., 2 M. E., 2 Presb, Christian, Ref Presb., and Univ.
1 About 10
years after, Smith and Rice sold their improveloents to Saml. G. Hathaway and Saml. Jennings; and about
the same time Caleb Shepard and David H. Muaro, from Wash94; Reuben Doud, from

20.

as early as 1804

New Haven,

In 1806, Remembrance Curtiss setCO., settled on lot 22.
on lot 12; and Curtis and Chas. Richardson, from Saratoga
on lot 32. Henry Gardner, Wm. Tuthill, Jacob Hicks, Gideon
Chapin, Simeon Doty, John Backus, and Amos Eaton, were
among the other early settlers. The first marriage was' that of
Robert Smith, jr., with Amity Smith. The first school teacher
was Don A. Robertson. The first store was kept by Peter
McVean, at "The Corners." The first permanent merchant was
Walton Sweetland, still a resident of the town.
8 The census
reports 3 churches ; 1 Bap., 2 M. E.
ington

tled
CO.,

» A
p. o. (Harford) was established in this part of Virgil In
1825 or '26. From this the town derives its name. The village
was formerly called "\P/rlhingfon."
10
Among the other first settlers were Thos. Nichols, in 1804,
John Green, in 1805, Eben Burgess, L. Barns, Gordon Burlingame, Nathan Heaton, Theodore E. Hart, and Levi Moore.
Theodore E. Hart kept the first store, in 1824. The first birth
was that of Dr. Charles Barns; the first marriage, that of Obed
Graves and Alice Munroe; and the first death, that of Mrs.
Dorastus De Wolf. Betsey Carver taught the first school, in
1806; Lewis Moore kept the first inn; and Nathan Heaton
built the first gristmill, in 1814.
11 The
census reports 3 churches; Christian, Cong., and
Union.
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is quite uneven, consisting of the valleys of the two branches of the Tioughnioga River and the
The valley of the western branch is over a mile wide, and
ridges which border upon them.
elevated 1,096 feet above tide. The eastern valley is narrower.
ridge of hills. 200 to 500
and a similar ridge occupies the s. e. corner of the
feet above the river, separates the two valleys

A

;

The western part is a hilly upland, 1500 to 1600 feet above tide. The principal branches
The valleys of these streams
of the Tioughnioga are Cold and Factory Brooks, from the w.
open northward into corresponding valleys, through which flow streams emptying into Otisco and
town.

The

Skaneatelcs Lakes.

adapted

to tillage

;

among

(p. V.) is finely situated

river intervales is a deep, rich alluvial and dark loam, well
a sandy or gravelly loam, better for pasturage. Iloiuer'

soil

upon the

the

hills, it is

on the Tioughnioga, 3 mi. n. of Cortland Village.

It contains 6 churches,

and several manufacturing establishments, including the only cotton factory in the
It is the seat of Cortland Academy,^ an old and very flourishing institution.
Pop. 1625.
county.
25 houses, and liittle York. (p. v.) 15, Spencer Beebe and
East
(p. v.) contains
his brother-in-law, Amos Todd, were the first settlers of this town, and of Cortland county, in
1791.' The first religious meetings were held in 1793, when there were but 6 families in town;
and all attended. The first church (Cong.) was founded in 1801, chiefly through the influence of
a printing

office,

Homer

Mrs. Hobart, wife of Lieut. Ilobart.*

liAPEER—was
It lies

township.

w. of the center.

formed from Virgil, May 2, 1845, and embraces the s. e. quarter of that
upon the high ridges w. of the Tioughnioga River, on the s. border of the county,

The .declivities

of the hills bordering

upon the river are precipitous. "Luce
and is 1,600 to 1,700 feet above tide.

Hill," in the north western part of the town, is the highest point,

The streams are all small brooks. Upon Fall Creek, near the s. border of the town, is a wild
and beautiful cascade, 71 feet high, known as Hunts Falls. The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam.
contains 10 houses. Eapeer
Nearly one half of the town is still unsettled. Hunts Corners
There is no church edifice in town.* The first settler was
is near the center of the town.
(p.o.)
Phineas Grant, a colored man.®

MARATHORT —

was formed from Cincinnatus, April 21, 1818, as "Harrison," embracing the
w. quarter of the military township. Its name was changed in 1827. It lies upon the southern
border of the county, e. of the center. Its surface is rugged and hilly, the ridges rising 500 to 700
The Tioughnioga flows through its western part, in a deep, narrow valley
feet above the valleys.
with precipitous sides. Hunt Creek in the n. w. and Merrill Creek in the e. part of the town

s.

The arable land lies principally along these valleys,
also flow through deep and narrow valleys.
the uplands being broken and only fit for pasturage. The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam
Marathon^ (p. v.) contains 3 churches, the oldest of which is the Presb., organized Feb. 11,
Texas Valley is a p. o. in the n. e. comer. Dr. Japheth Hunt, a surgeon of
1814.® Pop. 500.
who served in both the French and Revolutionary Wars, settled on Lot 93, in 1794.'
the
army,

»

Incorp.

May

11, 1S35.

»
Incorp. February 2, 1819. This institntion, from its commencement, has uniformly borne a high reputation. Samuel
B. Woolworth, LL.D., present Secretary of the Regents of the
University, was at the head of this institution for nearly 22
years. At a jubilee celebration, held July 7 and 8, 1846, it was
stated that 4000 students had been connected with the academy.
The whole number up to 1859 was over 8,000.
8
They came in the fall, and erected a temporary dwelling, a
little N. of Homer Village, near the bridge, and returned in
the winter for their goods, leaving Mrs. Beebe the sole occupant
of the house, and the only representative of civilization within
a circuit of 30 miles. They were prevented from returning for
6 weeks by the deep snows; and during the whole of that
the
period the lone woman remained in anxious doubt as to
fate of her husband and brother. Mr. Todd located on lot 42,
•*
John
West Hill." Among the other early settlers were
House,
John Miller, Jas. Matthews, Jas. Moore, Silas and Danl. Miller,
(from Binghamton,) in 1792; Darius Kinney, (from Brimfield,
Mass.,) in 1793 Roderick Owen, (from Lebanon, N.Y.,) Jonathan
Hubbard, and Moses Hopkins, in 1794 ; Thos. Wilcox, (from
White8town,)ZebulonKeene, and John Stone, (from Brimfield,)
John Keep, Solomon and John Hubbard, and Asa White, in 1795.
The first male child born was Homer Moore, and the first female
Betsey House; the first death, that of Mrs. Gould Alvord. The
first marriage was that of ZadocStrongand Wid. Russell, who were
obliged to go through the forests to Ludlowville, Tompkins Co., on
The first schoolhorseback, to have the ceremony performed.
house was built a little n. of Homer Village in 1798. The first
teacher was Joshua Ballard. Enos Stimson kept the first inn,
and A. M. Coats the first store. The first permanent and successful merchant was Jedediah Barber. John Keep, Solomon
Hubbard, and Asa White built the first grist mUl in 1798, on the
;

I

Dresent site of that of Cogswell & Wilcox. The old mill for
some time was used as church, public hall, and ball room.
* The first sermon was preached
by Rev. Mr. Hillard, of NJ.
He was assisting at a raising; and, when it became known that
a minister was present, a sermon was clamorously called for
and was delivered on the spot. The census reports 6 chnrchea
in town; Cong. Bap., M. E., Prot. E., and Univ. at Homer,
and M. E. at East Homer.
6 Free
Bap., Meth., and Christian denominations hold meetings
in schoolhouses. The Free W. Bap. Society was formed by Elder

Lake

in 1820.

6
Among the other first settlers were Peter Gray, (on lot 70,)
Robt. K. Wheeler, and Thomas Kingsley, who came in 1802;
Seth Jennings and Timothy Roberts, in 1805 ; Zac'h Lynes, John
R. Smith, Urial Sessions, Simeon Luce, Avery Hartshorn, and
H. J. Richards. The first marriage was that of Simeon Luce and
Rebecca Ayres, Oct. 9, 1805 ; and the first death, that of Simeon
Luce, in 1808. Ebenezer Luce taught the first school, in 1814 ;
and Harvey Jennings built the first mill, in 1813.
1 About one mile s. of the
village, on the e. bank of the river,
Tradition
is the site of an old Indian village and burial ground.
says that this was once the seat of a powerful tribe of Indians.
8 The census
M. E.
and
2
4
Presb.,
churches;
Bap.,
reports
9
Among the other pioneer settlers were John Hunt, in 1796;
Abram Brink, (first innkeeper,) Barnabas Wood and Son, and
Zachariah Squires, in 1802. The first child born was S. M. Hunt, a
grandson of the first settler ; the first marriage, that of Nicholas
Brink and Polly Alfred ; and the first death, that of the first

settler, in

the

March, 1808, aged 97 years.

first school,

in 1803

;

John Hunt

Wm.

Cowdrey taught
saw mill ;

built the first

and Weed & Waldo, James Burgess, and David Munroe were the
early merchants. The first successful mercantile firm was that
of Peck, Archer &, Dickson, now of New York City.
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PBEBLiE —named in

honor of Commodore Edward Preble, was formed from Tully upon the
8, 1808, and embraced the southern half of the latter town.
upon the northern border of the county, w. of the center. Its

organization of Cortland co., April
It lies
Scott was taken oiF in 1815.

surface consists of the valley of the western branch of the Tioughnioga River, which is here nearly;
2 miles wide, and the ridges which rise on the e. and w. Mount Toppin, s. w. of the village, is
The dexilivities of the
1,700 feet above tide Truxton Hills are the highest land in the county.
North of Mount Toppin a valley extends
hills are steep, and some of their summits sharp ridges.
northward and opens into the valley of the Otisco Inlet. In the northern part of the town are
several beautiful little lakes and upon the southern borders are others of a similar character,
knovra as the Little York Lakes. The soil is a fine quality of gravelly loam. Preble Corners
(Preble p.o.) contains 200 inhabitants, and Baltimore 75. The first settlers were James and
Robert Cravarth, John Gillett, and Elijah Mason, who came in 1798.^ The first church (Cong.)
was formed through the efibrts of Revs. Theodore Hinsdale and Joel HaU, missionaries from Conn.*
;

;

Rev. Matt. Harrison was the

first

pastor.

SCOTT—^was formed from Preble, April 14,

1815, and

named

in

honor of Gen. "Winfield

Scott.

w. corner town of the county. Its surface is mostly upland, broken by two deep and
narrow valleys which extend n. and s. through the town. The declivities of the hills are very
Cold Brook flows through the eastern valley, and Factory
steep, and in many places precipitous.
Brook and Skaneateles Inlet through the western. Skaneateles Lake borders upon the n. w.
It is the N.

Center

corner.
The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam, and is best adapted to grazing. Scott
Scott
(Scott p.o.) contains about 300 inhabitants.
(East Scott p. o.) is a hamlet.

Corners

Peleg and Solomon Babcock and Asa Howard (from Mass.) and George Dennison (from Vt.)
located on lot 82 in 1799.' The first church was a Seventh Day Baptist, organized in 1820, Wm. B.

Maxson

first pastor.*

—was formed from

Homer, March 9, 1798, and embraced the tovvTiships of Solon and
Cincinnatus was taken ofi" in
portion was annexed to Truxton, April 4, 1811.
1804, and Taylor in 1849. It is an interior town, lying near the center of the county. The surface
is mostly upland, broken by numerous narrow valleys of small brooks and creeks.
The hills on

SOIiO]V

Cincinnatus.

A

Many of the highest summits are too rough
Trout Brook flows in a westerly direction through
The soil is a gravelly loam, well adapted
valley.
to grazing.
Solon (p.v.) contains about 100 inhabitants. The first settlers were Johnson
Bingham and Eddy Wildman, from Canterbury, Conn., who located, the former on lot 62, and the
latter on lot 51, in 1796."
The first church was formed in 1804, Rev. Josiah Butler the first
the eastern border are 1400 to 1500 feet above tide.

and are crowned with forests.
near the center, forming a narrow but fertile
for cultivation,

preacher.'

TAYliOR —^was formed from

Solon, Dec. 5, 1849,

and named

in honor of Gen.

Zachary Taylor.

It lies near the center of the eastern border of the county.
Its surface is mostly upland and is
very broken and hilly. The declivities are generally precipitous, rising 600 to 800 feet above the

Mount Rhoderick, lying partly in this town and partly in Solon, is the highest point.
valleys.
The streams are mere brooks, generally flowing in a southerly direction and discharging their
waters into the Otselic. Solon Pond is a small sheet of water near the center of the town. The soil
a sandy and gravelly loam. Taylorville, (Taylor p. o.,) or "Bangall," contains 25 houses,
and Union Valley (p. v.) 20.' The first settlers were Zerah Beebe, a Revolutionary soldier,
Latus Beebe, his son, and John Tinker, his son-in-law, from Waterbury, Conn., in 1794.*
is

1
Among the other first settlers were Amos Skeel, Seth and
Samuel Trowbridge, Richard Egbertson, Samuel Oryis, Jabez
B. Phelps, Ed. Cummings, and Francis, Albert, and Garret Van
Hoesen. The first child born was Nancy Gill; the first marand the first death,
riage, that of AmoB Ball and Sally Mason
that of John Patterson, a Revolutionary patriot, in 1799. Ruth
Thorp taught the first school, in 1801 Davis & Taylor kept the
first store, and Moses Nash the second
Samuel Trowbrige kept
;

* Besides
this, there are in town 3 societies
Bap., M. E., and
Presb.
6
first
the
other
settlers
were
Among
Benj. Beebe, Lewis
Beebe, (first innkeeper,) Daniel Porter, Zorah Tinker, Jas. II.
Wheeler, Elisha Johnson, Saml. G. Hathaway, Stephen N. Peck,
;

and Noah Greeley, (first mill owner.) The first child born was
a daughter of Johnson Bingham the first marriage, that of
Robt. Smith and Amy Smith, and the first death, a daughter of
the first inn.
Johnson Bingham. Roxana Beebe and Lydianna Stewart taught
2 The census
reports 2 churches; 1 Presb., 1 M. E.
the first school, in 1804 and B. Tubbs kept the first store.
8
8 The census
Among the other first settlers were Cornish Messenger and
reports 2 churches 1 Bap. and 1 R. C.
Daniel .Takeway, (from De Ruyter,) Maxon Babcock, (from Mass.,)
The census reports 6 churches; Bap., Cong., Wes. Moth.,
Gershom Richardson, Jared and John Babcock, Elisha Sabins, 2 M. E.
8 The first child bom was Kezia Beebe
the first marriage,
Henry and Jesse Burdick, Timothy Brown, and Nathl. Morgan.
The first child bom was Harriet Babcock the first marriage, that that of Asaph Butler and Lucy Beebe and the first death, that
of Solomon Babcock and Amiy Morgan, and the first death, that of Zerah Beebe, in 1800.
Beers taught the first school, in
of an infant daughter of Peleg Babcock. Amy Morgan taught 1810 Orlando Beebe
kept the first inn, Hurlbut & Gilbert the
the first school, in 1804 James Babcock kept the first inn, and first store, and Ezra and Thos. Rockwell built the first eaw milL
;

;

;

;

;

">

;

;

;

;

;

Kathan Sabcock the

first store.

in 1816.
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TRUXTOX' —named

in honor of Commodore Thomas Truxton, was formed fi-om Fabius,
and embraced the s. half of the latter town. The n. 4 tiers of lots of Solon were
annexed April 4, 1811. Cuyler was taken off in 1858. It is the n. e. corner town of the co. The
surface consists of a broken upland divided into ridges, which have a general northerly and
southerly direction. The east branch of the Tioughnioga River flows in a s. w. direction through
the center of the town, cutting the ranges of hills diagonally. The Truxton Hills are the highest
North of the river, nearly the whole surface is divided into sharp ridges with steep dein the co.
"
clivities, their summits being technically termed
hog backs." Muncey Hill, in the s. e. part, the
in
is
a
broken
land
town,
wild,
region,
poorly
adapted to cultivation. On the n. border is a
highest
small lake known as Labrador Pond, noted for its wild and picturesque scenery. Upon a small
brook, which flows into the outlet of this pond from the e., is a beautiful cascade, called Tinkers
The soil is generally a sandy and gravelly loam. In amount of dairy products this town is
Falls.
one of the first in the State. Truxton (p. v.) contains 257 inhabitants, and Cuyler (p. v.) 112.
iteeney Settlement is a hamlet on the n. line. There are in town a woolen, a sash and
The first settlers were Saml. Beneblind, and butter tub factory, and an extensive carriage shop.
dict, Chris. Whitney, and Jonas Stiles, in 1795, who located on Lots 12, 93, and 2, respectively.*
The first church (Bap.) was formed in 1806, under Eld. Rufus Freeman.'

April

8,

1808,

TIRGI1<—was

formed from Homer, April 3, 1804. Harford and Lapeer were taken off in
annexed to Cortlandville and Freetown. It lies upon
the w. border of the county, s. of the center. Its surface is a broken and hilly upland. The
Owego Hills, in the s. w. part, are about 600 feet above the valleys and 1600 to 1700 feet above
1845.

A small portion of its e. part has been

tide.

The

valleys are narrow, bordered by the steep declivities of the hills. Virgil Creek, flowing
The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam,
e., are the principal streams.
Virgil (p. v.) contains 206 inhabitants, and Ea.st Virgil (p. v.)

and Gridley Creek, flowing
and is best adapted to grazing.

w.,

about 60. State Bridge (Messengerville p. o.) is a r. r. station. Franks Corners is a
hamlet in the s. w. part. The first settler was Joseph Chaplin, in 1792.* The first religious meeting
was held in 1802 and the first church (Cong.) was formed, Feb. 5, 1805, by Rev. Seth Williston.*
;

WIIiliET — was

formed from Ciucinnatus, April 21, 1818, and was named in honor of Col.
Marinus Willett, of Revolutionary memory. It lies in the s. e. corner of the county. Its surface
consists of the narrow valley of the Otselic River and of the high ridges which rise on either side.
The uplands are broken by the narrow ravines through which the small streams flow. Nearly
one-third of the town is yet unsettled, the surface being too rough for profitable cultivation.
In
the N. w. part of the town is a small lake, known as Bloody Pond,
its sanguinary name
having
been bestowed in consequence of the vagaries of delirium tremens. The soil is a sandy and gravelly

—

1

In Nov. 1858,

this

by a line extending
town of Cuyler.

town was divided into 2 nearly equal parts
and S. and the e. half now forms the

n.

;

*
Among the other first settlers were Robt. Knight, (from Monmouth, N. J.,) Hugh Stewart, (from Colerain, JIass.,) John
Jeffrey and Enos Phelps, (from N.J.,) Billy Trowbridge and
Dr. John Miller, (fiom Dutchess co.) The last named was the
The first
first physician, and is still living, (1858,) aged 82.
child born was a son of Samuel Benedict; and the first death
was a child in the same family. A. W. Baker taught the first
Bchool, in 1799 Bowen Brewster kept the first inn, in 1801, and
Stephen Hedges the first store.
8 The census returns 4 churches
2 M. E., Bap., Presb.
* Mr.
Chaplin was engaged to open a road from Oxford to
Cayuga Lake, which he commenced in 1792 and finished in
two years. This road was 60 mi. in length, and it became the
thoroughfare for emigrants. Mr. ChAplin brought in his family
from Oxford in the winter of 1794-95. Among the other first
settlers were John M. Frank, John Gee, John E. Roe. James
Wright, Jas. Knapp, Jas. and John Glenny, .Joseph Bailey, and
Enos Bouton. The first flock of sheep, brought in by Mr. P'rank,
were all destroyed by the wild animals. Mr. Roe and Capt.
Knapp killed 15 wolves in one year. The first child born was
a son of Joseph Chaplin the first marriage was that of Buluff
Whitney, of Dryden, and Susan Glenny, in 1800; and the first
death was that of a stranger, named Charles Hoffman, who was
found dead in the woods in April, 1798. Chas. Joyce was the
first teacher; Peter Vanderlyn and Nathl. Knapp built the first
grist mill, in 1805 Daniel Edward built the first saw mill in 1801,
and Danl. Sheldon kept the first store, in 1807. Asearly asl828, in
;

;

;

;

a series of articles in the " Cortland Observer," Nathaniel Bouton,
a farmer in this town, strongly advocated the construction of a
R. R. through the southern tier of counties.
From the proceed"
ings of a Festive Gathering" of the early settlers and inhabitants of the town of Virgil we make the following extracts :
" The
patents issued to the purchasers of the military lots contained the whole mils square yet the State reserved to itself
Uie right to retain 100 acres in the 8. E. corner of each lot and
giv^ an equal amount of land in Ohio. This reserved lot was

—

;

known as 'The

States Hundred.'
By giving notice that be
wished to retain his land together, and paying $8.00 for the surthe
vey,
patentee could retain the whole lot. In default of the
payment, the State retained" 50 acres of the MiU Square, called
As an illustration of the hardthe Survey of Fifty Acres.'
ships to which the pioneers of this town and co. were subjected,
'

—

we

extract the following: "In the spring of 1797, John E. Roe
came on from Ulster co. and made a beginning on his lot, the
same occupied till recently by himself and family, boarding
with Mr. Frank. He cleared a spot, put up the body of a log
house, split plank and laid a floor, peeled bark for a roof, and
agreed with a man in Homer to put it on. He also cut and
cured some of the wild grass growing in the swamp, for hay,
and returned. Preparations were then made for moving on ;
which was done in the winter following. He and his wife came

—

—

a sleigh, with a young cow following them. When they came
to the river, opposite Mr. Chaplin's, they found the water high,
and the canoe that had been used in crossing carried away. Mr.
in

Chaplin's hog trough was procured, and Mrs. Roe was safely
carried over in it.
She then stood upon the bank to await the
crossing of what remained. The horses, being urged in, swam
across -with the sleigh, the cow following, and came near being
carried away with the current, but, after a hard struggle, made
the shore in safety.
They put up for the night, the horses
being fastened to the sleigh, (as no accommodations could be
procured,) and they ate out the flag bottoms of the chairs to
allay the keen demands of appetite. The snow was two feet
deep, with no track, and the whole day was consumed in
coming from the river to their new home. When they arrived,
they were surprised to find their house without covering, consequently the snow as deep in it as out of it. Persons of less
perseverance would have been disheartened. But no time was
to be lost. The snow was cleared away from a portion of the
floor, a fire built against the logs, some blankets drawn across
the beams for a covering, the horses tied in one corner, with
some of that coarse hay before them and thus their first and
several successive nights were passed."
6 The census
reports 5 churches; Bap., F. W. Bap., Cong.,
;

M.

E.,

Union.
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Dyersville

loam.

The first settler was Ebenezer Crittenden,
church (M. E.) was formed in 1816. There is also a

20 houses.
(Willet p. o.) contains

from Barrington, Mass., in 1793.'
Cong, church in town.

The

first

CUYLiER— was formed from Truxton, Nov. 18, 1858.

The statistics

of this town are embraced

town of Truxton, page 255.

in the

Acres of Land, Valuation^ Population,
Stock, Agricultural Products,

Valuahon of

AcKEs OF Land.

Names op Towns.

,s

•s

2
a.

I
Cincinnatus...
Cortlandville.

10,368
24,150

g
6,015

8,399i

Cuylerz

Freetown
Harford

Homer
Lapeer

Marathon
Preble
Scott

Solon
Taylor

Truxton
Virgil

Willet
Total....,

10.848i
7,054i
21.575

8,097 i

5,159
7,812
ll,167f
5,664i
5,462
5,920
5,081
7,563
7,787
21,054i
8,789J
7,798i

194,7361

113,662J

9,371

9,530*
10,713i
8,772i
10,548i
10.244
32,707i
20,7 56i

Dwellings, Families, Freeholders,

/Schools,

and Domestic Manufactures, of Cortland County.
1858.

Live

DELAWARE COUNTY.
This county was formed from Ulster and Otsego, March 10, 179 1}
upun the headwaters of Delaware River, from which it
derives its name. It contains an area of 1,580 sq. mi., and is cenIts surface is a hilly and
trally distant 70 mi. from Albany.
mountainous upland, divided into 3 general ridges by the valleys
of the 2 principal branches of Delaware River. This upland region
is a connecting link between the Blue Ridge upon the s. and the
In the s. part of the co.
Catskill and Ilolderbergh Mts. on the n.
these ridges form a mountainous region, with lofty, rocky peaks and
In the
precipitous declivities broken by wild and narrow ra^'ine^.
N. the highlands are less wild and precipitous, and the whole region
assumes the character of a rugged, hilly upland.'^ The main or w.
branch of tlie Delaware' River takes its rise in Utsyauthia Lake,* a small sheet of water upon the
N.E. line of the co. It flows 60 mi. in a s.w. direction to the w. border of the co., thence turns
abruptly to the s. and forms the s. e. boundary of Tompkins and Hancock. In its course in the co.
it descends about 1000 feet.
Pepachtou River,* the e. branch of the Delaware, rises in Roxbury
and flows 60 mi. s. w., uniting with the Delaware at Hancock. The Susquehanna forms a portion
of the N. boundary of the co.
Charlotte River and Ouleout Creek are tributaries of the Susquehanna. The other streams are creeks and brooks, principally tributaries to the 2 branches of the
Delaware. The valleys of these streams are usually narrow, and bordered by steep hills which
It lies

often rise into mountains.

The rocks

of the co. mostly belong to the old red sandstones of the Cats-

kill division.

The mineral wealth of the co. is limited to stone useful for building and flagging, of which large
quantities of a fine quality are found.
Vague traditions of silver and lead mines have here, as in
other counties, haunted the brains of dreaming adventurers.
brine spring is reported 4 mi. n. w.
of Delhi Village, and 1384 feet above tide, another 3^ mi. from Colchester, and several chalybeate

A

springs in various parts of the co. but none of them are important.^ The soil is generally of a
dark reddish color, composed of the disintegrated sandstone and shale. In the valleys are occasionally narrow strips of fertile alluvium.
Dairying is at present the leading occupation of the
The numerous fresh springs of water issuing from its hillsides,' the fresh herbage, and
people.
;

Lumber was formerly rafted in
air, seem peculiarly adapted to this business.*
large quantities to Philadelphia but, although still extensively exported by R. R., the quantity is
diminishing.' Since the completion of the r. r., tanneries have sprung up in favored localities, and
bracing mountain

;

The other manufactures are chiefly limited
will continue until the supply of bark is exhausted.
The immense amount of water power in the co. will greatly
to the local wants of the inhabitants.
facilitate the

establishment of manufactories whenever the exigencies of the

co.

may demand

them.
1 The w. branch of the Delaware was
formerly the boundary
between Otsego and Ulster cos. The line between this co.
and Broome was run according to the treaty of Fort Stanwix
of Nov. 5, 1768, and was known for a long period as the "Line

Fish take, near Delhi

1770
1859
1887
1888
1898
Davenport Center
Lowest summit between Ouleout Creek and Delhi 2143
3400
Mt. Pisgah, Andes (estimated)

Elk Creek Summit (3 or 4 mi. from Delhi)
Warner Pass (3 mi. w. of Stamford Village)
Head of Delaware, Stamford

line

of Property."

2 Tlie
following is

a

of elevations above tide, principally
derived from the State Road Survey in 1825, and various R. R.
surveys of more recent date
830 feet.
Delaware River, e. border (estimated)
Junction of the two branches of Delaware
922 "
943 "
Hancock Station
"
9.50
Delaware River at Hales Eddy
Dickinsons Station
953 "
list

:

—

Deposit (State Road Survey)

1004,

1010
Sidnev Village
M( uth of Beaver Kil
1018
Franklin ViUage
1240
1345
Arkville, near Margaretville
Courthouse Square
1453
West Meredith (John Stittson)
1726
Perch Pond
1765
Stamford Village (Newburgh & Syracuse R. B.
1765
Survey)

"
"
"

«
'•

"
"
"
'

8

Otherwise called the

"Mohawk

feet.

"

"
"

"
"

«

Branch of the Delaware,"

and by the Indians " Cookquago" or " Cacqnago."
* This lake is often mentioned in
early documents. In colonial times it was at one of the angles of Albany co.
6 Sometimes written
Popacton, Papotunk. In the Government returns the p. o. named from the river is written Popacton.
« Beck's
Mineralogy N. T., p. 160.
' The first court held in the co.
adopted as its seal the device
of a " stream of water issuing from a high mountain."
8 In amount of butter this co. ranks second only to St. Lawrence.
8 In number of sawmills this
Steuben and Oneida.

17

oo. is

now surpassed by none but
257
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The

CO. seat is located at Delhi.

^

The present courthouse was

erected in 1820.^

The

co. clerk's

and jaiP are in separate buildings, adjacent to the courthouse. The poorhouse is an old, two
The
story wood building, situated upon a farm of 175 acres about 2 mi. s. of Delhi Village.
average number of inmates is 65, supported at a cost of §1.00 per week each. The farm yields an
income of $250. The N. Y. & Erie R. R. extends along the Delaware, and the Albany & Susquehanna R. R. through the n. w. corner. Soon after the completion of the N. Y. & E. R. R., in 1849,
plank roads were built, extending from several of the stations into the interior of the co."
office

The CO. has 7 weekly newspapers.*
The Hardenburgh Patent,® embracing 10 mi. square, lying s. of the E. branch of the Delaware,
was granted April 10, 1708, to Johannes Hardenburgh, of Kingston, Ulster co., and associates,
who had previously purchased the lands of the Indians. A tract of 250,000 acres, between
the w. branch of the Delaware and a line a mi. e. from the Susquehanna, was bought from
the Indians at "Johnson Hall," Montgomery co., June 14, 1768, by John Harper, Sen., and Gen.
Wm., Joseph, and Alex. Harper and others. On the s. e. side it extended from Utsyanthia Lake
down the Delaware to the mouth of a small stream called Camskutty. Within this tract 5 towns,
with full privileges of townships, were created by patent in 1770; but in none of them was an
organization ever effected under this authority.'
Under their grant of 10 mi. square the proprietors of the

Hardenburgh Patent claimed all the
land between the branches of the Delaware, and leased it to actual settlers.® In 1844, the settlers,
who had previously paid annual rents, refused longer to submit to what they believed to be a wrong
and fraud, and they called for legislative and judicial aid. In the mean time, the lessors prosecuted
In 1845, associations were formed to prevent the collection of rent; and when the sheriff

for rent.

attempted to make a levy, or to sell property for rent, men disguised as Indians appeared to prevent
the sale, determined thus to stay proceedings until the question of title should be legally settled.
1 The courthouse was located
by the judges, justices, and
Bupervisors; and the sum of $1200 was granted April 4, 1798,
for the erection of the co. buildings, on a lot given by Levi Baxter and George Fish. Under an act of March 28, 1806, the

'

The Franklin
Tlie

Visitor, and

is still

published.

Walton Journal, commenced in 1856 by E. P. Berray, was
continued 2 years.

The

Vlllag-e Record was established at Hobart in 1856,
by G. \V. Albright.
The Walton Blade was commenced in 1856 by E. P. Berray, but
was soon after discontinued.
6 Most of the
Hardenburgh Patent was surveyed bj' Ebenezer
Wooster, in 1749 and in that year the proprietors released to
each other certain lots, bounded by monuments on the Delaware
and Papakunk Hirers. After the Ilevolution it was found that
the monuments were lost, and an act, passed March 29, 1790,
appointed Charles Tappen and Jas. Coekburn commissioners
to make a survey of certain lines, to be properly marked by
stone heaps every 2 mi. along the division lines. The tract was
divided into great tracts, numbered from 1 to 42. Of these. 35
occupied.
2
and
were
held
at
the
house
of
to 42 lay between the branches of the Delaware, and parts of 2
courts
Supervisors' meetings
Gideon Frisbie until the courthouse was completed. The first to d s. of the E. branch.
1 These towns were as follows
CO. ofBcers were Joshua H. Brett, First Judge ; Patrick Lamb,
Wm. Horton, and Gabriel North, Judges; Isaac Hardenburgh

mileage was reckoned from the courthouse: and under
June 18, 1812, a tavern was allowed to be kept in the
courthouse. The courthouse and jail was burned April 17, 1820,
and a prisoner confined for some trifling offence perished in the
flames. An act passed April 11, 1820, authorized a loan of $8000
for rebuilding, and the present edifice was erected in the summer of that year. About a dozen prisoners, on ' the limits" at
the time the jail was burned, were relea.sed upon bail and it
happened that while the co. was without a jail there was no
occasion for its use; but within a few hours after a prison room
was so far completed as to hold a prisoner, it was needed and
Bheriff's

an

act of

;

;

:

Ebenezer Foote, Clerk; Elias
Butler, Sheriff; and Anthony Marvin, Surrogate.
3 The
It contains 4
jail is of wood, warmed by furnaces.
rooms, and generally has 1 or 2 inmates.
*
During the first 10 years of this century several turnpikes
vrere built *hrough this co., and these tended greatly to promote settlement, by opening routes to market.

and Alex. Leal,

6

Asst. Justices:

The Delaware Gazette

was established at Delhi,
In 183.3 it was
18, 1819, by John Jas. Lappan.
sold to A. M. Paine, by whom it is now publi.'hed.
Delawnre Repuhlican was started at Delhi, July 4, 1822, by
Nov.

The

Elijah J. Roberts, and was continued about 2 years.
The Delaware Journal was started at Delhi in 1834. by Geo.
Marvine, and was continued 1 year. It was revived by
Boune k McDonald, but was again discontinued.
The Delavrare Express was started at Delhi, in Jan.
1839, by Norwood Bowne, the present publisher.
Voice of the People, an anti-rent paper established at Delhi in
1845, by Wm. S. Hawley, was continued about 4 years.
The Deposit Courier -was started in March, 1849, by C. E.Wright.
and was continued till Mav, 1853. From the same office.
in Sept. 185.3, Sylvester D. Hulse issued
and still continues to
Deposit

The
The

Union Democrat,

puiilish

it.

BlooHivllle Mirror was begun May

by

28, 1851,

The first number contained but 101
"
July no price was fixed. The office,"
located in the corner of a mill, consisted of 10 lbs. of
the
and
was
a
without
paper
press;
"printed"
type
by
striking with a mallet on a block laid over tlie tj-pe.
It has grown into respectable size, and has an unusually
a
country newspaper. It is now
large patronage for
printed on a power press.
S. B.

Champion.

words, and

'

till

The Hobart Free

Press was

started Jan. 1855,

by E.

B.

Kenn.
Tfie

WcMy

Visitor

was commenced April

by Geo. W. Beynolds.

14, 1855, at

It has been

Franklin,

changed to

Names

of

Townships.
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An actvras

passed, Jan. 25, 1845, forbidding persons from appearing disguised and armed, under a
penalty of imprisonment in the co. jail for a term not exceeding G months. Persons thus armed and
disguised might be prosecuted under the fictitious names they assumed, if their real names could not
be discovered and such persons assembling in public houses or other places to the number of three
;

ormore might, upon conviction, be imprisoned lyear in the co. jail. If convicted upon an indictment
for a conspiracy or riot or other misdemeanor, in which offense they were armed with deadly weapons,
they were further liable to a fine not exceeding $250, with or without a year's imprisonment. In a
few cases these laws were disregarded several arrests were made, and the co. was declared in a state
of rebellion. Aug. 7, 1845, Sheriff Moore, accompanied by P. P. Wright, went to the town of Andes
to sell the property of Moses Earl upon execution for rent. There he found 176 men armed and disguised, who told him to do his duty, and they would protect him: "but," said they, "let bidders
beware." The sheriff and Indians drove the cattle near the road, the Indians forming a semicircle
about the property. At this crisis Dept. Sheriffs Osman N. Steele and R. Edgarton (whom Sheriff
Moore had requested not to come to the sale) appeared on horseback, jumped their horses over the
fence, were joined by Wright, and rode into the midst of the Indians, flourishing their revolvers and
firing several shots. The Indians gave ground but thechief ordered them to shoot the horses. Several shots were made, killing the horses of Steele and Edgarton, and mortally wounding Steele, who
^
The Governor immediately issued a proclamation declaring the co. to be
survived but a few hours.
in a state of insurrection, and placing it under martial law. A battalion of 300 militia, one-half of
whom were mounted, were called out and placed at the disposal of the local oflBcers.^ They continued in service several months. The mounted men were actively employed the first 2 or 3 months
in small detachments, aiding the civil authorities in making arrests, and in patrolling day and
night such districts as the exigency of the service required. The residue was employed in guarding the jail, and as foot patrols in the vicinity of Delhi on the occasion. On two occasions detachments of troops attended the sheriff to State prison with prisoners.'
;

;

ANDES*—was

formed from Middletown, April 13, 1819. It lies on the s. e. border of the co.,
a broken and hilly upland, intersected by the deep, narrow ravines
The hills are high, rocky, and irregular, and
of the E. branch of the Delaware and its branches.
are bordered by steep declivities.* The Delaware flc^s s. w. through near the center of the town.
The valleys of
Trempers Kil, Little Bush Kil, and Shaw Brook are the other principal streams.
these streams are all narrow and tortuous and are bordered by rocky hillsides. A considerable
The soil is a clayey and shaly loam underlaid
of the town is still covered with forests.
E. of the center.

Its surface is

portion

by hardpan upon the hills, and a gravelly loam of good quality in the valleys.
on Trempers Kil, in the n. part of the town, contains an academy,* 3 churches, a

Andes,

(p. v.,)

flouring mill,

and

Pop. 350. Cabin Hill, (p. o.,) in the n.w., is a hamlet. Shaverto^t^n and
Trempers K.il are p. offices. Permanent settlement commenced in 1784. A few farms were
taken up prior to the Revolution, but were abandoned. The w. part of the town began to be
Rev. Mr. House, of Colchester, held the first religious meetings, in 1797.*
settled in 1794-96.'

2 tanneries.

BOVllVA'—was

formed from Delhi, Stamford, and Middletown, Feb.

rior town, lying directly e. of the center of the co.

Its surface is a

25, 1820.

hilly upland,

It is

an

inte-

broken by the

deep valleys of small streams. The highest summits are 1500 to 2500 ft. above tide. The streams
are Little Delaware River, flowing w. through the center of the town, Bush Creek, the outlet of
Teunis Lake, and Coulter, Maynard, Mountain, and Grants Brooks. The valleys of these streams
1 For full
particulars see Governnr's Messape in 1846, and
About 90 persons were inGouUi's Hist. Del. Co., Chap. xii.
dicted for the murder, of wliom one-third were arrested. Two
Van
and
were
convicted and sentenced
Steenburgh)
(O'Conner
to be executed, but their punishment was commuted to State

prison for life by Gov. Wright, and they were fully pardoned by
Gov. Young. The co. remained under martial law fiora Aug. 18
to Dec. 22, 1845. The murder of Steele led to the speedy abandonment of secret organizations and Indian costumes.
2 A
company of volunteers under Benj. T. Cook, and another
under John R. Baldwin, were formed, and organized into a battalion under Thomas Marvine as major. A company of light
infantry from Unadilla, under Capt. BoUes, was also called out,
and reported themselves to Maj. Marvine.
*
Adjutint General's Report; Axsem. Doc. 6, 1846. The whole
expense of this service was $<i3.683 20, which was charged to the
but
has never been repaid. Considerable tracts of land have
CO.,
Bince been conveyed in fee; and of others, the rent is now paid
as formerly, and if in arrears, suits are instituted without diflSculty.
i

Named from

the mountainous character of

its

surface.

5 " jtft.
Pisgah" is the highest point between the two branches
of the Delaware. By a R. R. survey from Oneonta by way of Elk
Creek, Delhi and Fish Lake, the Fish Lake summit is ascertained
to he 1640 ft. above tide. By another route, up the Little Delaware and Coulters Brook, the highest point on the line was almost
the same height.
Mt. Pisgah measured 1800 ft. above this, or

about 3400

feet above tide.
Erected by Henry Dowie in 1847. It is not incorp.
Olmsted,
Among the first settlers were James Phoenix,
Peter Burgher, Joseph Erskine, Sil.as Parish, E. Washburn, Eli
Sears, Jacob, Adam, and Philip Shaver, and Philip Barnhart.
The first birth was that of Philip, son of Adam Shaver, Oct. 9,
1786; the first marriage, that of Henry Myers and Catharine
Shaver, June 17, 1789; and the first death, that of Wni. .lune.
Wm. Washburn taught the first school, in 1792-93; Edward
Sands kept the first store, Russell Comstock the first inn, and
Robt. More built the first mill on Trempers Kil in 1797.
8 The census
reports 8 churches 2 Asso. Ref. Piot., and 1 each
Bap., 0. S. Bap., Cong., M. E., Presb., and Union.
9 Name
applied by Gen. Erastus Root, from the Latin, in allusion to its fitness for grazing.
6
'

;
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Teunis Lake^ (s.) and Landons Lake [w.)
are narrow and are bordered by steep, rocky hillsides.
The surface is stony, and the soil is generally a clay loam, adare small bodies of water.
on the Little Delaware, contains a tanmirably adapted to grazing. Brusliland,^ (P-'^-j)
works. Pop. 183. Bovlna,' (p. v.,) at the junction of Mayuard
nery, gristmill, and clothing
The
and Mountain Brooks, contains about a dozen houses.
first

settlement was begun in 1792, by Elisha B. Maynard, and during the succeeding 3 years
families from Conn, and Scotland located in the valleys.* Rev. James Richie conducted the
The first church (Un. Presb.) was formed in 1809. The census
services, in 1795.

many

first religious

reports 3 churches;

M.

E., Asso. Presb.,

and Ref. Presb.

COl-CHESTER*—was

formed from Middletown, April 10, 1792. A part was annexed to
It
off in 1806, and a part of Walton was annexed in 1827.
Its surface is a mountainous upland,
the
s. e. border of the co.
a
central
position
upon
occupies
The e. branch of the Delaware flows westward
Ijroken by the narrow valleys of the streams.

Walton

in 1799

;

Hancock was taken

through the N. part of the town, dividing the highlands into two distinct parts. From the N. it
West Trout, Downs, and Coles Brooks, and from the s. Clearwater and several smaller
brooks. Beaver Kil flows through the s. w. corner, receiving Spring Brook as a tributary. The

receives

valleys of these streams are all narrow, and many hundred feet below the summits of the hills
considerable
The soil is a reddish clay, and is often very stony.
rise on either side.
phare of the surface is still covered with forests. Lumbering is extensively pursued.

A

which

Downs-

on the Delaware, at the mouth of Downs Creek, contains 3 churches. Pop. 206.
Pepacton and Colchester are p. ofBces. The first settlement was begun in May, 1774.''
The first religious services (Bap.) were conducted by Elder Ilaynes, and the first church (Bap.) was
formed in 1803. There are now 2 churches in town; M. E. and Presb.

ville,®

(P-'^'!)

DAVEIVPORT^—was

formed from Kortright and Maryland, (Otsego co.,) March 31, 1817.
Its surfoce is a broken upland, divided into
two ridges by the valley of Charlotte River, which extends e. and w. through the center of the
These ridges are subdivided by the narrow, lateral valleys of tributaries of Charlotte
town.
River. The soil is a chocolate colored clay loam mixed with slate. Fergusonville,^ (p-^-j)
on Charlotte River, on the e. border of the to\#i, contains an academy,^" a church, and several manuIt lies along the n. border of the co., e. of the center.

facturing establishments.
of 95.

Pop. 125.

Davenport,

(p. v.,) 3

mi. below, contains a population
factory and 5 sawmills.
Pop.

Davenport Center (p. v.) contains a cradle and rake
West Davenport" (p. v.) contains a woolen factory, 3

sawmills, and 90 inhabitants.
were Daniel Farnsworth and
Pross, who located upon the present site of
Davenport Center in 1780.^^ At that time an Indian trail, of sufficient width to admit the passage
of wagons, extended along Charlotte River. Elder Mudge (M. E.) conducted the first religious
services, and commenced regular preaching in 1813.'^

125.

The

first settlers

DEL.HI"—was
of Bovina
1

This lake

was taken
lies

formed from Middletovm, Kortright, and Walton, March 23, 1798.
A part
off in 1820, and a part of Hamden in 1825.
A part was annexed to Walton in

near the foot of Mt. Pisgah, and

its

shores are

muddy, and covered with biiahes and coarse grass. It was
named from a friendly Indian who saved the early settlers of
Middletown from massacre by giving them a timely warning,

His hut was near the lake, and he remained several years after
the war. Tradition attributes to this region rich lead mines
known only to Indians.
* Named from Alex.
Brush, first settler and proprietor.
"
8
Locally known as Butt End."
* Francis
Coulter, Levi and Jacob Mabie, Jas. Kidzie, Andrew
Chisholm, Jas. Kay, Thos. Liddle, Saui"l Davis, and A. Nichols,
were early settlers. The first birth was that of Klisha H., son
of Elisha B. Maynard, Aug. 26, 1793 the first marriage, that
of Jas. Kussell and Nancy Richie, in 1799; and the first death,
that of Hezekiah D.avid, in 1798.
Edwards taught the
first school, in 180S; James Wetmore kept the first inn, at the
^•Hook;" Robert Hume the first store, at Brushland; Stephen
Palmer built the first mill, in 1796, for Gov. Lewis; and John

Nathan Elwood, Nathan Fuller, Joseph Gee, Caleb and
Henry Sutton, Jas. Miller, and Dennis, Jared, and John Hitt.
The first birth was that of Catharine, a daughter of Wm. Koe, Dec.
24, 17S4; and the first death, that of Thomas Gregory.
Adam .T.
Dull opened the first store, and built the iirst bridge across the

breth,

iver at the place now known as Brooks Bridge. Wm. Rose built
On the farm of Wm. Early, near the mouth
of Coles Brook, is the site of an Indian village, with many of the
trees
apple
planted by the natives still standing.
8 Named from John
Davenport, an early settler and first

a sawmill in 1700.

supervisor.

9 Named from Messrs.
Ferguson, who were largely engaged in
business here.
10 Erected
by the Fergusons about 1843.
n Called Ad-a-quightin-ge, or Ad-i-qua-tan-gie, by the Indians.
12
Among the other first settlers were Humphrey Denio, Geo.
Van Valkenburgh, Harmon
Webster, Daniel Olmstead,
Moore, and Elisha Orr. Dr. Dan'l Fuller camo in 1796, and was
Jerome the first factory, in 1S08.
the first physician. The first marriages were those of Harmon
6 Name applied by Joseph Gee, from Colchester, Conn.
Moore and Jlary Orr, and Richard Moore and M. Banks, in 1791,
« Named from Abel Downs, who erected there extensive tan- the two
marriages taking place at the same time; the first birth
neries and mills.
was that of a child of Harmon Moore, who died in infancy: tliia
7
Timothy Russell, Thos. and John Gregory, (from Westchester was the first death. The first death of an adultwas that of Mrs.
100 years.) Jas. and Harmon Moore, in 1796. Wid. Hannah Dodge
CO.,) Frederick Miller, (still living, 1859, aged
taught the first
S. Shaver, Silas IJowker, Peter, Harry, and Nehemiah Avery,
school Dan'l Prentice built the first grist and saw mill, in 1792Jacob Bramhart, Daniel and Wm. Parish, and Wm. Rose, began 93, and it is believed he kept the first inn. Ezra Denio kept the
settlement before the war, but were driven oft" by the Indians first store, in 1800.
13 The census
and tories. Before leaving they liuried their iron implements,
reports 5 churches 3 M. E., F.W. Bap., and Presb.
1^ Named
to preserve them. After the warseveral of the families returned,
through the influence of Judge Ebenezcr Foote. The
»nd were joined by Wm. Uorton, Abraham Sprague, Thos. Cal- name oi^'Mapleton" was suggested by several prominent citizens.
;

;

;
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It occupies

a nearly central position in the

2G1

Its surface is

co.

a hilly upland, broken by the

the center of the
deep valleys of the streams. The w. branch of the Delaware flows s. w. through
town, receiving from the n. w. Platners, Peeks, Steels, and Elk Creeks, and from the s. e. Little
Delaware River. The valleys are generally narrow and bordered by steep hills. The soil is a
is finely situated
clay loam, and the surface is very stony in places. Delhi, (p. v.,) the county seat,
Besides the
It was incorp. March IG, 1821.
on the N. bank of the w. branch of the Delaware.

Delhi Academy,* 4 churches, a bank, 2 printing offices, a woolen factory,
an iron foundry, a gristmill, and a sawmill. Pop. 919. The first settlement was commenced by
Abel and John Kidder, in 1785.^ The first religious meetings were conducted by Elder Kidder
Beck, in 1786. The first church (Cong.) was formed in 1798.'
CO. buildings, it contains the

—was

FRAlVRliII¥*

formed from Ilarpersfield, April

A

1797, and a part was restored in 1801.
part of Meredith
"
and a part of Otego, (Otsego co.,) as Huntsville," in 1822.

10,

1792.

was taken
It lies

"Walton was taken

ofi"

in

Sidney in 1801,
upon the n. border of the co.,
ofi"

in 1800,

a hilly upland, broken by deep and narrow valleys. The principal
streams are Ouleout* Creek, flowing w. through the n. part of the town, and its two tributaries from
the s., Croton Creek and Handsome Brook. The soil upon the hills is a shaly loam underlaid by hardof the center.

TV.

Its surface is

in
pan, and in the valleys a gravelly loam and alluvium. Franklin, (p. v.,) on the Ouleout,
the N. w. part of the town, contains the Delaware Literary Institute,* printing ofiice, and 4 churches.
Pop. 490. Croton (p. v.) is situated upon Croton Creek, near the line of Meredith. Pop. 200.
IVortli Franklin is a p. o. Sluman Wattles, afterward judge, was the first white settler who built
his cabin in the valley of the Ouleout. He came in 1784, and was accompanied by his brothers John
his sisters Sarah and Caroline. The town was surveyed under Judge Wattles, who

and Roger and

acquired one of the 4 shares.'
Elder Hamilton, in 1798.8

The

first

church (Bap.) was formed at the house of Gad Merrick by

HAMDEIV—was

formed from Walton and Delhi as " Hampde^t," A^^ril 4, 1825. Its name
Its surface is a mountainous
It is the central town of the co.
upland, divided into two parts by the valley of the w. branch of the Delaware. The s. part is
covered by lofty peaks and ridges scarcely susceptible of cultivation. Bagleys Brook, a tributary
of the Delaware, and Clove Brook, in the s. e. part, are the other principal streams. The soil is
generally a brownish clay loam underlaid by hardpan. Ilamden, (p. v.,) upon the Delaware,
near the center, contains mills, a woolen and satinet factory, and 2 churches. Pop. 191. liauSin^ville, IJ mi. above, on the s. side of the river, contains 2 churches and 116 inhabitants.
North Ilaniden is a p. o. The first settlers were Daniel Harrower and Benajah McCall, who
came in some time previous to 1795.^ The census reports 4 churches in town.*"

was

corrected

March

17, 1826.

HAIVCOCK" —was formed from Colchester,

March

28, 1806.

It lies

upon Delaware River,

in

a mountainous upland, ending in high and nearly precipitous bluffs upon the Delaware, and divided into two parts by the e. branch of the Delaware,
which flows w. through the n. part. Beaver Kil flows into the e. branch in the e. part of the town.
Sands and Cadosia Creeks and Rieds and Baxters Brooks are tributaries of the e. branch of the
the

s.

w. corner of the co.

Delaware, from the n.

;

Its surface is

and Big Trout, Basket Pond,

1 The first »x;ademic
building was erected in 1820, on the
public square, near the courthouse. In 1856-57 a new site was
20
acres,
upon the w. bank of Steels Brook,
procured, containing
and a new edifice, with two spacious boarding halls, was erected.
The site is commanding, and affords a fine view of the village.
The institution has been endowed by moneys derived from the
Bale of escheated lands in the co. to the value of $5114. Its total
property amounts to $28,820.
2
Among the first settlers were Judge Gideon Frisbee, Thos.
Farrington, Bartholomew Yandes, Joseph Denio, Geo. Fisher,
Preston, and Gideon RathJohn, Francis, and Levi Baxter,
bone and his sons John, David, and Gideon, jr. The first birth
was that of Huldah, daughter of Gideon Friebee, June 14,1787;
the first marriage, that of Philip Frisbee and Jcrusha Harmon,
in 1791 and the first death of an adult, that of Dr. Philip Frisbee, in 1797. Thos. Averili taught the first school. The first mills
;

were built in 1788.
3 The census
reports 8 churches; 2 Christian, 2 Presb., and 1
each Prot. E., Bap., M. E., and Asso. Presb.
* The
township of Franklin, embracing 30,000 a^res, was
patented Feb. 26, 1770, with the usual powers of a township, and
a quitrent of two and sixpence for every 100 acres annually.
The patentees were Thos. Wharton, Reese Meredith, and 28
others. It was named from Temple Franklin, a natuial son of
I>r.

Beiy. Franklin.

6

Giers,

Sand Pond, Lords, and Homer Pond

In the great Indian purchase of 250,000 acres, June 14, 1768,

is named Au-ly-ou-let.
consist of one large stone edifice, containing
recitation rooms, Ac, and two large boarding halls. The total
property of the institution is valued at $20.0IX).
'
Among the early settlerswere Nathan Edgerton, Jas. Follett,

this stream
«

The buildings

Alex. Smith, Daniel and Chauncey, sons of Enos Parker. Gen.
Aaron Chamberlain, Moses Clark, Asa Turner, Gad Merri'k,
Hugh Thompson, Eph'm McCall, Asa Ca.se, Turner and Daniel
Clarke, Sol. Green, John Dewey and sons, Maj. Joel Gillett,
Fitch. The first child born was Thos.
Mix,
Sharp, and
Edgerton the (irst marriage was that of Judah Bartlett and
Caroline Wattles; and the first death, that of Mrs. Alexander
Sluman Bartlett taught the first school, and
Smith, in 1795.
Asa Turner kept the first inn and store.
8 The census
reports 9 churches; 3 M. E., 2 Bap., 2 Cong., and
Union.
9
the
first settlerswere Joseph Fisk, Henry Van WagAmong
goner, Jas. Mason, Reuben Waid. Henry Edwards, Henry and
John Howard, Sam'l Robinson, Wm. Cornell, and John and Silaa
Grimes. Jas. Howard kept the first inn, in 179fi, and Matthias
Sweney built the first gristmill, in 1797. Gen. Elias Butler was
the first merchant near the Walton line.
10 Asso.
Presb., Christian. Cong., and Presb.
11 Named in honor of John
Hancock, President of Cootinental
Congress.
:
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Brooks, are tributaries of the Delaware.

by

steep, rocky
feet above tide,

hills

and

These streams

flow through narrow ravines bordered

all

The

valley at the junction of the two branches is 922
nearly perpendicular.
The summits are 1000 to
at the mouth of Beaver Kil it is 1018 ft. above tide.

above the valleys. A large portion of the surface is still covered with forests. The soil
upon the uplands is a hard clayey loam, scarcely susceptible of cultivation. Lumber, leather,
manufactured.
Hancock,^ (P-'^-i) '^t the junction of the two
shingles, and staves are largely

1500

ft.

an important trading and R. R. station. Pop. 502. Stockport
East Braucli, (p. v.,) at the
are r. r. stations and p. oflBces.
mouth of Beaver Kil, contains 2 churches and 20 houses and Harvard, (p. v.,) 3 mi. above E,
Branch, 15 houses Partridge Island, on the e. branch, at the mouth of Rieds Brook, and
Cadosia Valley, (p. o.,) on Hawks Brook, 3 mi. above Hancock, are hamlets. Before the RevoThe first pei-malution two families settled in town but they soon after left and never returned.
nent settlement was made soon after the close of the war by families from Dutchess co.^ In 1784,
Canope, a friendly Indian, was treacherously killed in this town by Ben Haines.' The first religious meetings (M. E.) were conducted by Rev. Titus Williams.*
branches of the Delaware,

is

Station and LiOrdsville

;

;

;

IIARPERSFIEL,»5—was

formed March

7,

1788.

Franklin was taken

ofi"

in 1792, Kort-

Its surface
It is the n. e. corner town of the co.
right in 1793, and a part of Stamford in 1834.
is a rolling upland, constituting a portion of the high plateau region stretching westward from the

The principal streams are head branches of the w. branch of the Delaware, in the
The valleys are usually
of Middle Brook, in the center; and of Charlotte River, in the n.
The soil is a shaly
narrow, and bordered by gradually sloping hills arable to their summits.
Catskill Mts.
s.

;

and slaty loam of good quality. The quality of the soil, and the great abundance of pure soft
water which issues from the hillsides, render this co. one of the finest grazing regions in the State.

Uarpcrsfleld, (p. v.,) near the e. line, contains 20 houses. JVortli Harpersfield (p. o.) is
a hamlet. Fergusonville (p. v.) lies on the line of Davenport, IVortll Kortrig'llt (p. v.) on
the line of Kortright, and

Stamford

This town formed part of a
(p. v.) on the line of Stamford.
the Indians by the Harpers in 1768.® In 1771, Col. John Harper and
David Hendry surveyed this town, and a small settlement was made soon after. One of the first
Several murders were committed by tories and Indians
settlers was Samuel Claxton, a tory.
large purchase

made from

during the war, and the settlement was abandoned. In 1784, Col. John, Capt. Wm., Col. Alex.,
and Joseph Harper returned, and began the first permanent settlement.'' Rev. John Lindsley
conducted the first religious services, at an early period. There are now two churches in town,
Bap. and Presb.

KORTRIGHT*—was

A

formed from Harpersfield, March 12, 1793.
part of Delhi was
a part of Meredith in 1800, a part of Davenport in 1817, and a part of Stamford
in 1834. It is an interior town, lying n. e. of the center of the co.
Its surface is a hilly upland,
broken by narrow valleys and ravines. The mean elevation of the town is 1700 ft. above tide, and
the highest summits attain an elevation of 2400 ft. The streams are the w. branch of the Delaware,
taken

off in 1798,

its s.
boundary, and its tributaries, and several small tributaries of Charlotte River,
draining the n. half of the town. The hills are steep, but are generally susceptible of cultivation.
The soil is a dark, shaly loam, well adapted to pasturage. Blooniville (p. v.) is in the s. w. part
of the town.
Pop. 184. Kortrig'llt tenter (Kortright p. o.) contains a church and 25 houses.

forming

IVortll

Kortright

(p. o.)

and Soutli

Kortright

(p. o.)

are farming neighborhoods.

Set-

" Slwhakin" or " Chehocton" said to
1
6 On the 2d of
Formerly
April. 1780, a party of 14 persons, under Capt.
signify the
union of streams. A plank road extends from this place to Alex. Harper, was sent from Schoharie to narper.sfield for the
Walton, a distance of 21 1 mi.
purpose of making maple sugar and watching the disafl'ected
2
Among the first settlers were Dr. Elnathan Gregory and his in that quarter. On his return, Capt. H. was taken prisoner by
son Samuel, John Barber, Daniel Bouker, Henry Ruff,' Timothy a party of tories and 4.3 Indians. Of the party he had left, 3 were
Leonard, (from killed and the rest taken prisoners. Tlie representation made
Gilbert,
Bine, Chiis. Ruff, Dennis Hitt,
New England, who settled on Reeds Flat,) John Hitt, John and bj' Capt. Harper concerning the strength of the Schoharie settleRichard Biddlecon, Ebr. Wheeler, Wm., Jos., John, and Sam'l ment saved it from destruction at that time.
' Roswell
Hotchkiss, and Levi and Jedediah Gaylord. settled
JliiUory, (near Partridge Island.) Josiah Parker, Geo. Hanks,
and
Jones, (at Hancock Village.) The first birth was that with the Harpers near the center of the town. Josiah Seely,
2 Haniiltons,
Matthew Lindsley. Sam'l and John Knapp,
of Elisha, son of Dan'l Bouker, May 11, 1792 the first marriage,
that of Abm. Sprague and Polly Parish, in 1791 and the first
Washburn, Isaac Pierce, Stephen Judd, Sam'l, Eliab. and
death, that of Lieut. Day. John Gregory taught the first school. John Wilcox, Richard and John Bristol, Abij.ah Paird. Byron
3 GnuUl's Hist. Del.
McTlvaine. David and .John McCullough, Isaac Patchin. Wm.
Co., p. 184.
The census reports 6 churches; 3 M. E., and 1 each Bap., Lamb, Caleb Gibbs, and Wm. McFarland were among the e.nrly
settlers.
Rebecca Harper, born Jan. 8, 1783, wa.s the first birth
Cong., and B. C.
6 Named in honor of Col. John Harper, a proprietor and
after the war.
Rev. John Lindsley is believed to have taught
The family consisted of John and his wife the first school.
A gristmill, erected about 1775 by Ol.
pioneer settler.
nine
was
and
John,
burned
children,
Wm., James, Mary,
Joseph, Harper,
Abigail
by the enemy, and was rebuilt soon at^er
Alexander, Abigail, and two others. The brothers were ardent the war.
8 Named from Lawrence
of
active
defenders
and
Revolution
of
the
liberty,
Kortright, the patentee.
patriots
''heir names are intimately associated with our State history.
;

;

—
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commenced before the Revolution, but were broken up by the war.* The first permanent
war were from Conn., Dutchess co., N. Y., and Scotland.^ The first church
(Presb.) was formed in 1789: Rev. Wni. McAuley settled in town in Sept. 1794, and was installed
pastor June 6, 1795. He filled that office until the time of his death, March 21, 1851, a period
tlements

settlers after the

of 56 years.'

—

IHASOXVIliliE* was formed from Sidney, April 4, 1811. Its surface is a" hilly upland,
divided into 2 ridges by the valley of Bennetts Creek, which extends e. and w. through the N. part
of the town. These ridges are subdivided by numerous lateral ravines, through which How small
The highest summits are 600 to 1000 feet above the valleys and 1800 to 2000 feet above
brooks.
The surface is stony, and the soil a shaly loam, difficult of cultivation except in the valleys.
tide.
9Iasonvllle
first

settlement

(p. v.) is situated

was commenced

on Bennetts Creek, in the w. part of the town. Pop. 234. The
"
Cockburns Gore,"^ upon the w. border of the town, by

in 1795, on

immigrants from Mass.* In 1797, the State Road from Cherry Valley to Jericho was opened
through the town. The first religious services were conducted by Rev. Joel Chapin, in 1797. The
first church (Bap.) was formed Dec. 7, 1811. There are 3 churches in town; Bap., Presb. and M. E.

MEREDITH'—

was formed from Franklin and Kortright, March 14, 1800. It is an interior
town, lying n. e. of the center of the co. Its surface is a hilly upland, less broken than most of the
towns in the co. The s. and E. parts of the town are occupied by the high ridges forming tho
watershed between Susquehanna and Delaware Rivers. The streams are small brooks and creeks.
The soil is a reddish clay and shaly loam. Ouleout (p. v.) contains 25 houses. Mereditll
(Meredith p. o.) contains 2 churches and 20 houses. West Meredith (p. o.) is a
These last two places are on the old Catskill Turnpike. Settlement was begun in 1787, by
Joseph Bramhall, whose family were sole inhabitants till 1793.* Elder Nathan Stilson (Bap.) held
the first meetings. He was not a regular preacher, but a zealous promoter of education and religion.®

Square
hamlet.

MIDOEETOWIV—

was formed from Rochester and Woodstock, (Ulster co.,) March 3, 1789.
Colchester was taken off in 1792, a part of Delhi in 1798, Andes in 1819, and a part of Bovina in
It is the s. e. corner town of the co.
1820.
Its surface is a mountainous upland, bisected by the
deep, narrow valley of the e. branch of the Delaware. The principal streams are Delaware River,

Red Kil, Bush Kil, and Mill Creek. The valleys of these streams are
bordered by steep, rocky hillsides often rising into mountains. The soil is a shaly and gravelly
loam. Margaretville,^" (p- v.,) on the n. bank of the Delaware, near the center of the town,
contains 40 houses. Griffins Corners," (p-v.,) on the Bush Kil, in the s.e. part, contains 30
Platte Kil, Batavia Kil,

Solitude, and Arkville

Bush Kil, below
branch of the Bush
Kil.
Ilalcottsville,^^ (p. o.,) on the Delaware, near the E. border of the town, is a hamlet of a
dozen houses. Spruceville is a little settlement between Ilalcottsville and Margaretville.
]¥ew Kingston" (p-o.) is a hamlet upon the Platte Kil, in the n. part of the town. Clarks
Factory^* (P-O-) is a little settlement on the Platte Kil, near its mouth. Eumberville (p.o.)
houses.

Clovesville,

Griffins Corners.

(p.o.,)

Dry Brook Settlement is a lumber

are hamlets on the

station

1
Among these early settlers were Alex. Mills, agent for the
proprietor, Alex. Leal, Daniel McGilivrae, and Hugh Clark. The
township was surveyed by Wm. Cockburn in 1V70, and the fiist

on the

s.

mons taught the first school Simeon Wells kept the first inn ;
Fitch & Phelps the first store. In 1R08
and Joseph Bicknell
bnilt the first saw and grist mill, in 1S02.
' Named from
Sam'l Meredith, of Philadelphia, who owned a
improvement began soon after.
By an advertisement dated Jan. 1785, it appears that 30 part of i'ranklin Patent. Hon. Saml. A. Law came into thia
families were then settled in town. The proprietor offered 150 town in 1796, as agent and part owner of the Franklin Patent.
farms, more or less improved, free of rent 5 years, and sixpence Being a New England man he influenced a large immigration
sterling per acre annually after forever. The first school was of New Englanders to this place, giving to it the peculiar
;

;

taught by Jared Blakeley, in 1795. Thos. McAuloy, brotlier of characteristics of a Connecticut town.
8
the minister, and afterward Prof In Union College, taught here
Among the early settler.i who came in 1793 were Nathiin
in 1799. Judge Keeler was the next teacher. A Mr. Alexander Stilson. Caleb Strong, Nath'l Stewart, Oliver Dutton. Dan'l North,
then
a
mill
before
and
the
irons
concealed
have
and
built
the war,
Truman Stilson. Lucy Austin taught the first school Jus.
never been found. The first birth was that of Dan'l McGilivrae
Bramhall kept the first inn, and the first birth and death octhe first marriage, that of Michael Sexsmitjf and Mary Ann curred in his family. Kufus Bunnell kept the first store, at the
Kiggs; and the first death, that of a son of Isaac Kandell. By Square, in 1799 David Spoor built the first gri.stmill, in 1802.
an act of April 5, 1810, fairs were established in the village of The first marriage of settlers was that of Elijah Georgia and
"
Health," in this town, for the sale of live stock, agricultural Ki'ziah Stewart, who eloped and were married in the fall of
produce, and domestic manufactures. It was to be supported by 1796.
8 The census
a tax of 1 per cent, on all sales.
reports 4 churches; 2 Bap., 1 F. W. Bap., and 1
3 The census
reports 6 churches 3 Asso. Kef. Presb., 2 M. E., Cong.
1" The old Indian
and 1 Kef Presb.
village of "Pa-l-a-tagh-k-nn" was situated about
* Named from the Rev. John M.
Mason, of N. Y., principal 1 mi. E. of this village, at the mouth of the Bush Kil.
11 Named
owner of the Evans Patent in this town.
from the Grifiin family, early proprietors and resi"
5 A narrow
Line dents.
strip of land between Evans Patent and the
12 A woolen
of Property."
factory is located at this place.
6
13 This
Among the early settlers were Wm. and Aden Wait, Danl.
village is situated in the center of a tract of land giveu
Scranton, Enos Goodman, Justin Nash, Peres Moody and son by Wm. Livingston to 100 suflerers of the Kingston fire in 1777
Moses, Asa, Terry, and Caleb Monson. The first birth was that Each family received 50 acres.
1* Named from the
of Sally, daughter of Daniel Wait, Aug. 10, 1797, and the first
Messrs. Clsrks, who have an extensive tandeath was that of Wm. Wait, the same summer. Dr. Eli Em- nery at this place.
;

;

;

;
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]Mill Creek, in the w. part of the toTvn.
A vague tradition
an early settlement of this town by French traders, but no positive proof. In 1762-63 a
party from Hurley, Ulster co., commenced a settlement, which increased rapidly and in a few
^
The settlers were driven out in 1778,^ but returned
years spread over the Delaware bottom lands.
first
church
Prot.
The
There are 3 churches in
poon after the war.
(Ref.
D.) was formed in 1794.

a lumber station at the mouth of

is

exists of

town

;

2 M. E. and 1 Asso. Ref. Presb.

ROXBURY'*—was

formed from Stamford, March 23, 1799. It occupies the extreme e. pora mountainous upland, forming a portion of the great plateau extending w. from the Catskill Mts. The declivities of the hills are steep and rocky and are mostly unfit
The highest points on the N. and w. borders of the town are estimated to be 2800
for cultivation.
The principal streams are the e. branch of the Delaware, floAving s. w. through
feet above tide.
the center of the town. Bear Kil in the e., Batavia Kil and Red Kil in the s., and numerous smaller
The soil is a reddish clay loam. Roxbury (p. v.) lies on the Delaware, near the center
creeks.
Its surface is

tion of the CO.

of the town.

Pop. 232.

Moresville,*

(p. o.,)

near the

n. e. border,

Straffons Fall,^

(p-O-;)

Little Falls, upon the e. border, and Batavia Kil are hamlets. The first settlement was made by John More, a Scotchman, on the site of Moresville, in 1786.^ The first religious
meetings were conducted by Rev. II. Myres.'
in the

s.,

SIDjVEY*—was

formed from Franklin, April 7, 1801. Masonville was taken off in 1811. It
upon Susquehanna River, in the N. w. corner of the co. Its surface is a hilly upland, ending iu
high bluffs upon the valley of the river. The highest summits are 800 to 1200 ft. above the valley.
Ouleout and Carrs Creeks* flow w. through the town and empty into the Susquehanna. The valleys
of these streams are deep and narrow, and are bordered by steep, rocky hills.
The soil in the valSidney, (p. v..) on the s.
leys is a fine fertile alluvium, and upon the hills a dark, shaly loam.
lies

bank of the Susquehanna opposite Unadilla, contains about 25 houses, Sidney Center,
(p. v.,) on Carrs Creek, 3 churches and 20 houses, and Sidney Plains, (p. v.,) upon the Susquehanna, in the n. w. corner of the town, 2 churches aud about 20 houses. In May, 1772, Rev.
Wm. Johnston, with an Indian guide, explored this region of country, and finally selected the
Early in- 1773 he moved in with his
present site of Sidney Plains as a place of settlement.^"
Several
family, being the first settler in the Susquehanna Valley within the limits of the State.
others soon followed. Just before the war. Gen. Herkimer held an interview with Brant at this
place and the menacing attitude assumed by the Indians led Johnston and others who sympafew
thized with the Continental cause to leave their new home for a less exposed situation.
;

A

inhabitants remained during the war, and many returned immediately after its close." By an act
"
Olehmdt" Creek to
of April 6, 1790, £800 was granted for the construction of a road from
Catskill on the Hudson.^''
The census reports 5 churches; 2 M. E., 2 Cong., and 1 Bap.

STAMFORD"—was

formed April 10, 1792.
Roxbury was taken off in 1799, and a part
annexed from Ilarpersfield and Kortright, April 22, 1834. It lies
Mt. Prospect,
Its surface is a mountainous upland.
N. of Roxbury, on the n. e. border of the co.
From its summit
E. of Stamfuid Village, is estimated to be 1500 ft. higher than the valleys.
Albany City is visible in a clear day. The streams are the w. branch of the Delaware, forming a
portion of its n. boundary, and Town and Rose Brooks. The soil is principally a reddish clay
of Bovina in 1820.

A part was

1 The first settlers were Karmanus and Peter
Dumond, Johannes Van Waggoner, and
Hendricks, who located near
the old Indian village. Among those who came soon after were
families named Kittle, Yaple, Brugher, Slyter, Uinebaugh, Green,
and Bieurch.
8 Most of the settlers became tories, and in 1779 the Governor
was empowered to cause the removal or destruction of grain iu
the back settlements of Ulster co., to prevent it from being serviceable to th3 enemy. Soon after the war, the settlers of" PaTcataghkan" came before the legislature for redress but no act
was passed ia their favor. Legislative Papers, St. Lib.
3 Named from Roxbury, Conn., from which place
many of the

—

early settlers came.
* Named from the

;

The census
and

1

reports 8 churches ; 3
Christian.

M.

E.,

2 0.

S. Bap.,

2 Re».

Named from Sir Sidney Smith, ths British Admiral. Tht.
name was first applied by John JIandeville, an English school8

master, then living on Sidney Plains.
9 Named in
memory of John Carr, a tory,

who

built a sawipill

upon this stream at an early period.
1" At this
place was the site of an old Indian fort. Three acres
of ground were enclosed by mounds of earth surrounded by a
From early times the place has been called " The Fort
ditch.
Grounds."

u The

first gristmill w. of Ilarpersfield was built, in 1778, by
An inn was
Fuller, on the Ouleout, near Wattles Ferry.
The first
at
the ferry in 1785, by Nathaniel Wattles.
opeued
raft was sent down to Harrisburgh in 1795, by C.'ii)t. David

Abm.

first settler.

Named from an early settler. Strattons Brook falls about
40 feet at this place, furnishing a good water power.
« John More, Israel Inman, Abm. Gould, Geo. Sijuiers, Josiah
Patchin. Nehemiah Hayes, David Squiers, (most of tiiom from
Fairfield. Conn..) settled along the valley near the present village
Hist. Del. Co., 197-9S-99. The first
y of Roxbury. in V^iO.—Gmtld's
child born" was Chcirlotte, daughter of Nath'l Tiffany, in March,
1792; and the first male child born was Johu Gould, iu Oct. of
the same year. David Smith taught the first school, in the winter
ofl794-95; IsaacIIardenburgh owned the first store, John More
kept the first inn, and John Pierson built the first gristmill.
i>

'

Prot. D.,

In 1787 a great scarcity of provisions occasioned
distress in this valley, and the settlers were saved from
starvation by a boat load of flour from Northuml)erland, Per.n.,
got to them through the exertions of Geu. Daniel Rates.
12 The contract for
building this road was awarded to -Nathaniel
Wattles and MedadHunt: but, pioving ruinous, the parties were
relieved, iu 1793, by a further grant of £T20.

McMasters.

much

13

Originally

" AViy
Stamford," from Stamford in C<jnn.
Great Lot No. 42' of Ilardensburghs Patent.

named

It is situated "on
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and shaly loam. Staiiifurd, (p. v.,) upon the Delaware, in the s. e. part of the town, on the line
of Harperstield, coutuius a scminan,' 2 eluirches, and 2 woolen factories. Pop. 185.
llobart
(p. V.) is situated on the Delaware, 4 mi. below Stamford.
Pop. 391. The first sctllemeut was

made

in 1773,

by Dr. Stewart and John and Alex. More, from Scotland.*

The

first

church

(St.

Peters Prot. E.) was formed at Hobart, Dec. 8, 1799. Rev. Philander Chase, afterward Bit-hop
of Ohio and 111., the first pastor, was installed Aug. 1799.'

TOMPKINS*—was

formed from Walton, Feb. 28, 180G, as " Pinejield," and its name was
It is the central town on the w. border of the co.
Delaware River flows
westward through near the center of the town to the w. border, where it turns s. and forms a porThe portion of the town s. of the river is composed of broken and rocky
tion of the w. boundary.

changed March

11, 1808.

The n. part is broken and hilly and liut
too steep and rough for cultivation.
The soil is a clay, slate, and gravelly loam. Deposit^ (p. v.) is situated on
cultivated.
partially
Delaware Iliver, at the mouth of Oquaga Creek, on the line of Sanford, Broome co. It was incorp*
mountain masses

It is the center of a large lumber business, and is an important trading station
5, 1811.®
and wood depot upon the N. Y. & Erie R. R. It contains a seminary,^ printing office, sawmill, a
of which 593 are in Tomjikins and G56 are in Sanford,
large tannery, and 4 churches. Pop. 1249,
Broome CO. the depot and r. R. buildings are in the latter town. Cannonsville,^ (p. v.) at
the mouth of Trout Brook, on the Delaware, 7 mi. above Deposit, contains a sawmill, flouring mill, a
Hales Eddy,' (p.o.,) on the Delaware, 5 mi. below
large tannery, and 2 churches. Pop. 325.
on
Cold
Spring Bruok, near the n. border, and Trout
Depasit, BarbourTllle, (p.o.,)

April

—

:

the n. e., are hamlets. Dickinson!^ Station is near the s. line.
The
was Squire Whittakor, from "Wyoming,'" Penn., who came in 1787 John Ilulse,'' from
Neversink, (Sullivan co.,) came in April, 1789, and Philip Pine and Conrad Edict in 1791.'^ The
first religious meetings were held at the house of John Ilulse, by Rev. Hugh Compton, in 1794."

CreeK,

(p. o.,) in

first settler

;

WAI^TOX"—was

A

formed from Franklin, March 17, 1797.
part of Delhi was taken off in
1798, Tompkins in 1806, a part of Ilamden in 1825, and a part of Colchester April 14, 1827.
of Franklin March 13, 1801, and a part of Delhi
part of Colchester was set off Feb. 1, 1799, a part
The deep
It is an interior town, lying w. of the center of the co.
•was annexed June 17, 1812.

A

town into two nearly equal parts. The s. half is a broad,
with
mountainous
abrupt declivities and a surface too rough for cultivation the n.
region
rocky,
half is broken and hilly, but generally well adapted to pasturage. The principal streams are East,
West, and Ilydes Brooks. The soil is a shaly loam upon the hills and a fertile alluvium in the
Tanning and lumbering are extensively carried on. fl'altoil, (p. v.,) upon the n. bank
valley.
of the Delaware, near the center of the town, contains the Walton Academy'* and 3 churches.
Brook is a p.
Pop. 430. IVew Road, a p. o. in the extreme n. part, has 1 church. West
Dr. Platt Townsend,*®of Dutchess co., purchased a tract of 1740 acres in this town in 1784.
office.
valley of the Delaware divides the

;

He surveyed

it

the

accompanied by 5

1

The Stamford

* Jas.

same

year,

families, of

and in 1785 he located upon the present site of Walton Village. He was
20 persons, mostly from Long Island. A large number of immigrants
boarding students. The recent death of the principal has cansed
a temporary suspension of the school.
* In 1786 Jesse Dickinson, of Philadelphia, made a purchase of
an extensive tract of land in this vicinity, and made preparations
" ZHckinsons Citi/." He
for the building of a city, to be called
built a gristmill upon Trout Creek, and a large hotel, which he
called the " City Hall." The town meetings were held in tliis
building for several years. Dickinson run the first raft that went
from the w. branch of the Delaware. Upon his failure, Benjamin
Cannon purchased the property, and from him the village derived its name.

Collegiate Institute, established in 1851.
Wm. Frazer and son Simon, from Scotland,

Stewart,

in 1775. During the war most of the settlers left, but returned In March, 1786. In 1789, a company consisting of 20
heads of famUiea and 2 single men (principally from Fairfield
CO. Conn.) came into Delaware co. to examine the country and
Several of them loeated in this town, and
select locations.
others soon followed. Dea. John Grant taught the first school,
In the winter of 1788-89. Lieut. Paine kept the first inn and

came

store,

and

before 1780.

town.

Calden buUt the first mill, near Bloomville,
Beers, the almanac maker, resided in thia

Andrew

Named from the Hale family, who were early settlers.
Mr. W. was one of the survivors of the massacre of Wyoming;
his sons John and Benjamin, then children, remember many
incidents of that event and the subsequent escape. He stated

The first marriage was that of Simon Frazier and Abiah

9

the first birth, that of Wm. Stewart, Sept. 1,
1776; and the first death, that of Margaret Frazier, in 1791.
8 There are 8 churches in town; 4 M.
E., 2 Asso. Kef. P., Prot.
Potter, Jan. 1787

10

;

and

and Union.
Named from Daniel D. Tompkins, soon afterward Governor.
Named from having formerly been an important station,
or place of "deposit," for lumber preparatory to rafting in
" Goke" the
spring freshets." It was called by the Indians
ose," (Owls Nest,) a name corrupted by the English into
inhabiold
is
still
the
designated by
"Cookhouse," by which it

E.,

*

6

;

tants.
* The
original corporate limits of the village were entirely
within the town of Tompkins. A part of Sanford, Broome co.,
was annexed in 1852. The charter was amended in 1858.
' Laurel Bank
Seminary was opened Dec. 14, 1853. It is a fine
building, situated s. of the river, on a commanding site overlooking the vilUige and valley. It has accommodations for 200

that Brandt was at Cherry Valley at the time of the massacre,
and, of course, was not a pai-ticipant in its atrocities.
11 The
place where he settled is now (1859) occupied by his
grandson. Martial K. Hulse.
12 Mr. Edict was a soldier of the Revolution.
The first birth
was that of Polly Hulse, in 1789 or '90 and the first death, that
of Dorcas, wife of Oliver Hale, about 1790.
13 The census
and 2 Presb.
reports 7 churches; 3 Bap., 2 M. E.,
1* Named from Wm. Walton, a large land proprietor in this
in 1770.
vicinity. Walton's Patent (20.000 acres) was granted
15 The
academy building was erected in 18.53. The institution
has a good library and is in a flourishing condition.
18 Dr. Townsend received 1700 acres for surveying, and paid
deed in 1786.
SOcts.por acre for the remainder, receiving his

'
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from

New

Canaan, Conn., came in within a few years.^

The

first

church (Cong.) was formed in

1793."

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Scliools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Delaware County.
AcEES OF Land.

Names

of Towns.

Andes
Bo Vina
Colchester...,

Davenport...
Delhi
Franklin

Haraden
Haneock
Harpersfield
Kortright....
Masonville...

Meredith
Middletown.

Roxbury
Sidney
Stamford
Tompkins....

Walton
Total..

DUTCHESS COUNTY.
This county was formed Nov.
nexed to Ulster CO., and was

1,

1683.*

It

was

provisional!}' an-

represented separately in the
Livingston Manor was taken off, and
first

General Assembly in 1713.
to Albany co., in 1717; and Putnam co. was taken off ia
1812. It lies on the e. bank of the Hudson, about midway between

annexed

New York and Albany, is centrally distant 60 mi. from Albany,
and contains 810 sq. mi. Its surface is principally a rollinti; and
The Taghhilly upland broken by the deep valleys of the streams.
kanick Mts., extending along the e. border of the co., are 300 to
500 ft. above the valleys and 1000 to 1200 ft. above tide. Their
A wide
declivities are generally steep, and in some places rocky.
valley skirts the w. foot of this range, bounded on the w. by the
Matteawan or Fishkill Mts., a high, broad range which extends n. and s. and occupies the whole
central part of the co. A spur from this range extends eastward along the s. border to the Hudson,
This range has an average elevation of about
forming the N. extremity of The Highlands.
1000 ft. above tide, the highest peaks along the s. border attaining an elevation of 1500 to 1700 ft.*
In the s. part of the co. the declivities of these mounta,in8 are steep and in many places rocky, but
toward the n. they become more gradual, and the country assumes a rolling character, broken by
rounded hills. West of this range the surface is a rolling upland, occasionally broken by deep
ravines and isolated hills, and terminating upon the Hudson River Valley in a series of bluffs 100
The greater part of the streams that drain the co. are tributaries of the Hudson,
to 180 ft. high.
They mostly flow in a s. w. direction, and have worn deep valleys through the bluffs that border
upon the
mans,

river.

The

Crum Elbow,

principal of these streams, commencing upon the n., are the Sawkil, LandiWappingers, and Fishkill Creeks. Sprout Creek is a considerable branch

Fall,

The wide valley extending n. and s. through the co., separating the Taghkanick
Mts. from The Highlands farther w., is drained by several streams. Ten Mile River flows s. in this
valley through Amenia to near the s. line of Dover, where it turns e. and discharges its waters into

of the Fishkill.

It receives Swamp River from the s.
Croton River takes its rise
the Ilousatonic River, in Conn.
s.
part of the valley. Roeliff Jansens Kil flows through a small portion of the extreme n.
part of the co. Among the highlands in the central and e. parts are numerous beautiful little

in the

and the beauty of the scenery immediately about them.
Hudson River slate, which crops out upon the hills
The rock has been quarried at Red Hook for flagging, and

lakes, noted for the purity of their waters

The
and

principal rock formation in the co.
along the courses of the streams.

is

the

in various places for roofing slate.*

A

low ridge of metamorphic limestone extends longitudinally through near the center of the
which lies at the base of the Taghkanick Mts, and along its course are numerous quarries,
from which is obtained a fair quality of marble.* Hematitic iron ore is found in almost inex
haustible quantities along the e. and s. parts of the co., and it has been extensively mined in
several places.*
Thin veins of galena, combined with silver, have also been found, but none
have been worked since the Revolution until recently.® Mineral springs are found in several
The soil is generally a
parts of the co.' Marl and peat beds are scattered over the whole co.
valley,

1 The act
by which this co. was formed defines its original
boundaries as follows: -'The Dutchess co. to be from the
bouuds of the co. of Westchester, on the s. side of the Highlands, along the E. side as tar as Roeliff Jansens Creek, and E.

—

5 This ore is
generally compact, but in some places it is fibrous
Its cavities are lined with a glossy black surface, and often con
taiu stalactital and botryoidal concretions of the ore.
s

Old Beacon, 2 mi. E. of Matteawan Village, is 1470 ft. above
tide and New Beacon, or Grand Sachem, a 5 mi. s. of the same
place, is 1680 ft. above tide.
3 A
company, styled the "iV. Y. Slate Co.," was incorp. March
23,1810, to continue 1.5 years; and another, styled the ^-Dutchess
Co. Slate Co.," June 8, 1812, to continue 21 years. The operations
of the latter co. were to be confined to Northeast.
* This marble is of the variety called dolomite, and
yields upon
analysis about 39^ per cent, of carbonate of magnesia; hut the
proportion is not uniform. The principal workings have been in
Dover, where a portion of the marble is pure white, fine grained,
and capable of receiving a good but not a high polish. Clouded
varieties are found in Amenia and Northeast.
Geol., 1st Dist.,

Considerable excavations were made in Northeast in colonial
is said as early as 1740
by a company of Germans,
sent the ore to Bristol, Eng. The mines were re-opened
during the Revolution, and a few tons of ore were obtained.
Traces of lead ore have been also observed in Rhinebeck and
Amenia. Geol., !,?< JXst., pp. 46, 47. Among the other useful
minerals that have been observed in the co. are, graphite, formerly worked to some extent in the Fishkill Mts., oxyd of manganese, and the sulphurets of copper and iron, &c. Besides these
are found calcite, asbestus, gibbsite, garnet, staurotide, epidote,
feldspar, and tourmaline.
' Inflammable
carburetted hydrogen gas is emitted from the
bottom of a lake in Northeast, and from a locality i of a mi.
from Anieniaville on the road to Poughkeepsie. A sulphur
spring is situated Ij mi. N. w. of Ameniaville. Beck's Mintralony

p.m.

iV. r.,i>. 160.

into the

times— it

woods 20 miles."

2

;

—

—

who

—

—
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sandy and gravelly loam. Upon the hills in some places it is composed of disinteand ujwn the Hudson River intervale it is a deep, rich alluvium. Agriculture is the
leading pursuit, and few cos. in the State offer greater attractions to the farmer. The richness and
variety of its soil, and its proximity to the New York market, insure a rich return for all agricultural labor. Farming is of a mixed character, all branches being successfully pursued. Sending
milk to New York and the raising of improved breeds of cattle have become important branches

fine quality of

grated

slate,

of business.^

A

considerable amount of manufacturing is carried on in the co., the principal establishments
being located at Poughkeepsie and Fishkill, and a large amount of commerce is carried on by

means of the Hudson.
The county seat is located at the city of Poughkeepsie. The colonial courthouse and jail was
burned in 1785, and a new one was built soon after. This was burned in 1808.^ The present
building was erected in 1809,^ and contains the courtroom, jail,* clerk's office, and all the usual co.
offices except that of surrogate, which is in a small building adjacent.
The co. poorhouse is situated on a farm of 107 acres in the town of Poughkeepsie, 1 mi. e. of the courthouse. The average
number of inmates is 220, supported at a weekly cost of 95 cents each. The farm yields a revenue
of §1631.* The Hudson River R. R. extends along the e. bank of the Hudson, through Fishkill,
Poughkeepsie, Hyde Park, Rhinebeck, and Redhook and the New York & Harlem R. R. extends
In summer,
along the e. border of the co., through Pawling, Dover, Amenia, and North East.
regular lines of steamers ply between Poughkeepsie, New York, and Albany.
One daily and seven weekly papers are now published in the co.®
;

1 In cultivated area Dutchess co. is excelled
ouly by Jefferson,
Oneida, Otsego, and St. Lawrence cos. ; and in cash value of
ferms by Monroe and Westchester ouly. Over 2,000,000 gallons
of milk are sent annually to the N. Y. market.
2 A courthouse and
jail were first ordered to be built July 21,
1715; but they do not appear to have been completed until 30
In
an act authorized the conversion of
afterward.
1700,
years
a jury room into a jail, and 4 years after money was raised to complete the arrangement. The act of April 11, 1785, appropriated
the sum of £1500 to re-construct the buildings, which had been destroyed by fire, and Cornelius Ilumfrey, Peter Tappen, and Gilbert Livingston were appointed a building committee. A further
tax of £2000 was ordered iu 1786, and of £1300 in 1787. In the
mean time, prisoners were sent to the Ulster co. jail. By act of
March 19, 1778, the sheritf's mileage was to be reckoned from
'the house of Myndert Vielle, in Beekman's Precinct.
3 The act for the re-construction of these
buildings was passed
March 24, 1809, and $12,000 was raised for that purpose. Jas.

Xalmadge, John B. Van Wyck, and John Van Benthuysen were
appointed building commissioners. The next year, $13,000 additional was raised, and the building was completed soon after. It
is a stone edifice, 60 by 100 ft.
Tlie first deed on record was entered Dec. 26, 1718, conveying property from Henrj' Van DeBogart to Capt. Barent Van Kleeck, and others.
*The condition of the jail was represented by the Senate Committee of 1856 as extremely unfit for its purpose and unhealthy
to its inmates.
5 The
buildings are large, and can accommodate 350 inmates.
The sexes are kept separate, and an asylum is provided for lunaA school is taught during the whole year, and religious
tics.

worship is regularly conducted.
6 The New York
Journal, first established in the city of New
York by John Holt in 1734, was removed to Poughkeepsie in 1776, in consequence of the British occuijaIn 1778 it became the first State paper under the
tion.
new Government and on the 11th of April, 1785, its
name was changed to
The Poughkeepsie Journal, published by Nicholas Power. In
1786 its name was changed to
The Countrii Journal and Poughkeepsie Advertiser: and in
;

1789 to

7%e Country Journal and Dutchess and Ulster Family Register.
In 1808 it was sold to Paraclete Potter, who changed
it

to

The Poughkeepsie Journal and Constitutional Republican. In
1812 it was changed to
The Poughkeepsie Journal, and in 1834 Jackson & Schram became
the proprietors. In 1844 it was united with The Eagle,

and was issued as

•

The Journal and Poughkeepsie Eagle. In 1850 the name was
changed to
riie PoughUeepsle Eagle, under which title it is still
published by Piatt & Scliram.
The New York Packet and American Advertiser, published by
Sam'l Loudon, was removed from New York when the
British took possession of the city, and was first issued
at Fishkill Oct. 1, 1776. It was
again after the close of the war.

removed

to

New York

The American Fanner and Dutchess Omntt/ Advertiser was commenced in Aug. 1798, by John Woods, and was continued a short time.

T/ie

Barometer, commenced in May, 1802, by Isaac Mitchell,

was changed to
Barometer in

T!ie Political

Nelson.

Its

1806, and was published by Thomaa
name was changed to

it was soon after discontinued.
7he Farmer was published at Poughkeepsie in 1806-07.
Herald
was
started
in Nov. 1811, by Derick B.
Republican
Stockholm and Thos. Brownjohu.
It was continued
until 1823 under the charge of Johnston Verplank &

Tlie

Northern Politician, and

T/ie

Wm.

Orr.

The Dutchess Observer was
P,

first

Barnum & Richard

started May 10, 1815, by Chas.
Nelson.
Nicholas Jaycocks,

Nathan Myers, jr., and Orrin Osborne were

successively
interested in the publication until 1826, when the paper
was united with The Telegragh, and issued as
T!ie Poughkeepsie Telegraph and Observer. It was successively
under the charge of Chas. P. Barnum, Egbert B. Killty,
Aaron Low, and Benson J. Lossing. In 1841 it was

changed
Tlie

to

by Killey & Lossing. Albert
Pease & E. K. Olmsted were afterward interested in
its publication
and in 1852 it was united with The
Democrat, and was issued as

Telegraph, and was published
S.

;

Tlie

Poughkeepsie Telegraph and Dntchesa

Democrat, now published by Osboi'ne & Killey.
The Republican Telegraph was first issued May 5, 1824. by Wm.
Sands & Isaac Piatt. In 1826 it was united with
The Observer.
Tlie Dutchess Intelligencer was first issued April 30, 1828, by
C'ha.s. F. Ames & Fred. T. Parsons.
It was afterward
published by Piatt & Parsons and Isaac Piatt until
1833, when it was united with
The Republican, and was issued as
The Intelligencer and Republican, published by Piatt & Ranney.
In 18.34 the name was changed to
The Poughkeepsie Eagle; and in 1844 it was united with The
Journal.

The Dutchess True American waa published at Poughkeepsie in
1828, by Peter K. Allen.
The Dutchess Inquirer was started in Aug. 1829, by Pet. K. Allen.
In 1830 it was changed to
The Anti Mason. It was under the charge of John BI. Vethake
and Stephen Butler until 1831, when it was discontinued. It was eoou after revived by Eliphaz Fay, and
was issued a short time as The Independence.
The Dutchess Republican was started in Aug. 1831, by Thos. S.
Ranney. In April, 1833, it was united with The Intelligencer.

The Poughkeepsie Casket was published by Killey

&

Lossing in

1836.

The Branch was issued a short time in 1836 by Jos. H. Jackson.
The Youth's Guide (semi-mo.) was issued in 1837 by Isaac Harrington, jr.

(medical) was issued at Poughkeepsie in 1840
by Thos. Lapham.
The Free Press was started at Fishkill in 1841 by Fred. W. Bitter. In 1842 it was removed to Poughkeepsie its name
was changed to
TTie Dutchess Free Press, and was continued until 1844.
The Temperance Safeguard was started at Poughkeepsie in 1843
by G. R. Lyman, and was continued 2 or 3 years.

The Thomsonian

•
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the Dutch at Rhinebeck and Fishkill before 1G90.*

Other settlements were made along the river in 1700
was very slow. About 1720 a considerable number of

;

but for some years the progress of growth
came in and from that time the set-

settlers

;

tlements increased rapidly until all the lands of the co. were taken up.^ Among the early settlers
were considerable numbers of French Huguenots, who had fled from the persecutions that followed
the revocation of the Edict of Nantes.
portion of the co. was settled upon leaseholds, which here,

A

as elsewhere, led to

much

difficulty.*

The

first civil di\'isions

were established in 1737.*

comprises the greater part of the Oblong,* Great and Little Nine Partners, Beekmans,
Rumbouts, and Schuylers Patents.® In 1777, the co. for a short time was in possession of the

This

CO.

for a considerable time during the Revolution it was tlie seat of the colonial convention
legislature.
By an act of April 11, 1808, semi-annual fairs of sale were directed to be held

British,

and

and

in this CO.

mon

under the management of

five

commissioners to be appointed by the judges of Com-

Pleas.'

—

AMEIVIA* ^was formed March 7, 1788. It lies on the e. border of the co., n. of the center.
The Taghkanick Mts. extend along the e. border, and the highlands belonging to the Fishkill
Range extend through the w. part. The wide valley separating these two ranges occupies the
central portions. The declivities of the mts. are often steep, and their highest summits are 300 to
Amenia Station, on the Harlem R. R., is 540 feet above tide. The
500 feet above the valleys.
The Anti Bank Democrat (mo.) was issued from the office of The
Free Press in 1843.
The American was started in Nov. 184.5, by Augustus T. Cowman. It was soon changed to
The Prntghkeepsie American, nud was published by Isaac Tompkins and Elias Pitts until 1853, when it was sold
B. Osborne, and changed to
The Dutchess Democrat. In 1856 it was united with The
graph.

to E.

Tele-

years a solitary life without being able to find a white woman
a wife that afterward, finding a German family at Rhinebeck, he married, and had lived where he then was to that advanced age. I was informed that he died two years afterward,
at 120 years.
Paul Upton."
(Signed)
2
Smith, in his history, written in 1732, says of this co., " The
only villages in it are Pougbkeepsie and the Fishkill, though
they scarce deserve the name. The inhabitants on the banks
of the river are Dutch, but those more easterly, Englishmen,
and for the most part immigrants from Conn, and Long Island.
There is no Epis. church in it. The growth of this co. has been
very sudden, and commenced but a few years ago. Within the
memory of persons now living, it did not contain above 12
families ; and according to the late returns of the militia it will
furnish at present above 2500 fighting-men." Hist. N.Y., Alb.
Ld.. p. 304.
* In
1766, the district now embraced in Rensselaer, Columbia,
and Dutchess cos. was involved in a domestic war, arising from
the conflicting jurisdiction of adjacent colonies and resistance to
the claims of proprietors. In June of that year, the sheriff of
Albany Co., with 105 men, went to a house on the manor to disperse a band of rioters, 60 in number. Several shots were exchanged Cornelius Ten Broeck, of Claverack, was killed, and 7
others of the militia were wounded. Three of the rioters were
for

;

Th£ Safeguard (Temperance) was issued in 1846 by Wm. Patton.
The DaUy City Press was Cdmmenced at Pougbkeepsie, May 1,
It was soon after
1852, by Nichols, Bush, &, Co.
changed to
THe Daily Press, which is still issued by A. S. Pease & Co.
The Indfjiendnit Eraminer wa.s started in Feb. 1855, by Henry
A. Gill, and was discuiitiuu«d in 1858.
The American Banner wa.s started at Pougbkeepsie in 1856 by
Charles J. Ackert. In ls57 it was removed to Fishkill,
and was changed to
The DutcKess Co. Times, under which name it is still
published by J. CarjKnter Wells.
Tine Pouglikeepsie Gazette was started Jan. 1, 1859,
by b. L. Hannah.
The Fishkill Standard was started Aug. 2, 1842, at
Fishkill Landing, by Wm. K.
Addington, and is still killed, and many wounded, among whom was Capt. Noble, one
issued by him.
of their leader.s. In July, the 2Sth Regiment was ordered into
The Fishkill Journal, started in 1853 by H. A. Guild, was dis- Dutchess CO., to quell riots and a small body of light
infantry
continued in 1865.
was soon after fired upon, and 3 were wounded. One PenderTlie American Mechanic was started at
Pougbkeepsie in 1849 by grast, a leader, was t.aken, tried before Judge Horsmanden for
Geo. W. Clark. In 1850 it was removed to
Rhinebeck, high treason, and sentenced to be executed, but was afterward
and was united with The Gazette, under the name of
pardoned. Fifty to 60 others were fined, imprisoned, or pilloried.
The American Mechanic and Mhinebeck Gazette. It was soon Soon after the sentence of Pendergrast, an advertisement was
changed to
issued, offering a good reward to any one willing to assist as the
The Rhinebeck Gazette and Dutchess County executioner, and promising disguise against recognition and proAdverti.ser. It was succes.sively issued by Edward tection against insults. Dunlap's Hist. A\ Y., //., Appen. CJlCUI.
4
'""If' J'- P>Blanrhard, and now by Wm. Luff.
By an act of the General Assembly, passed Dec. 16, 1737, this
or,
T,i .'^'•/'"''l'
The
MhinebecJc Gazette was established in 1846
by Smith & Car- CO. was divided into 3 divisions. The s. division extended from
penter. and in 1850 was united with The Mechanic.
below the Highlands to Wappingers Creek; the middle division
The Rhinebeck Advocate was published
by Robert Marshall in from the latter, n. to Cline Sopas Island, (Little Esopus Island ;)
1840. It WHS subsequently
and the N. division from this point to the N. bounds of the co.
changed to
riie Dutchess County
and
was
discontinued about 1850. Each of these divisions elected a supervisor. The subsequent
Advocate,
Tlie American Citizen was commenced June
formation of precincts is mentioned under the several towns.
12, 1858
at Rhinebeck, by Geo. W. Clark.
5 The
Oblong, a tract 580 rods wide, extending across the E. bor
The True Balance, a campaign
paper, was published at Rhine- der of this co.and Putnam, was mostly granted to Thos. Haw ley
beck by C. J. Ackert in 1858.
and others, in 1731 South, Beekmans, Crum Elbow, and North
The Amenia Times was started at Ameniaville, April 7, Precincts were extended across to the Conn, hue, Dec. 17, 1743.
1^52, under the charge of Joel Benton.
It was sub- The patent was divided into lower, middle, and upper
districts,
sequently issued by H. Livingston &. Co., and Palmer, March 9, 1774, to facilitate the collection of quitrents.
\ ail & Co.
« Several of these
It is now pub. by J. W. Dutchor.
patents were granted as follows Rumbout,
The Redlxook Journal w.'js commenced April 29, 1859 to Francis
Rumbout and others, Oct. 17, 1685; Great or Lower
The Pine Plains Herald Feb. 1, 1859 both by L. Piester. Nine Partners,
to Caleb Heathcote and others. May 27, 1697
1 The
following copy of a letter, now in possession of T. Van Rhinebeck, to Henry Beekman, June 5, 1703; Little or
Upper
throws some light upon Nine
Wyck Brinkerhoff, of East Fishkill,
to
Partners,
Sampson Boughton and others, April 10, 1706.
the early history of the co. " In the year 1S23, I saw Isaac
' These fairs were to be
supported by a tax of 1 per cent, on
a
from
coaster
Vpton,
Newport, who informed me that about all sales, one-half to be paid by the
purchaser and one-half by
1760 he came up the North River to Pougbkeepsie, and, in com- the seller.
8
pany with another person, went to Mabbitt's store, in Washingto Benson, this term was applied by Toung, the
According
ton, on business. That, on their return, they took a circuitous
American poet, in his " Conquest of Quehec," in a description of
route from Pleasant Valley, and passed a German by name of the several
provincial troops employed in that campaign. Tho
Hoffman, who was then 118 years old. He supposed himself to precinct of this name was formed from Crum Elbow Precinct,
be the first white settler in Dutchess co.; and that, when
young, March 20, 1762, and included a part of Amenia and North Ea^t,
he deserted from a Dutch ship of war in Now York,
squatted and the whole of Washington, Pleasant Valley, Stanford, Clinton,
where he then lived, built him a shanty, and lived a number of and
Hyde Park.

—

:

;

—

;

:

;
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A

low
and West Brook, and their branches.
principal streams are Ten INIile River, Wassaic Creek,
range of metamorphic limestone extends n. and s. through near the center of the valley.^ Iron ore
has been extensively mined in the highlands w. of the valley.^ The soil is a clayey and sandy
loam. Amcniaville, (Amenia p.o.,) n. of the center of the town, contains the Amenia
City, (City
Seminary,^ 3 churches, and 30 houses. It is a station upon the Harlem R. R.
w. corner, contains a church and 17 houses; 'Wa§saic, (p. v.,) a r. r. station, a
p.o.,) in the n.

The

furnace, sash and blind factory, and 18 houses;
2 churches, a Tvoolen factory, and 30 houses;*

Amenia Fnion, (p. v.,) upon the Conn, line,
Soutb Amenia (p. v.) a church and 14

and

a hamlet near the e. border, Sliaron Station, on the line
Richard Sackett purchased large tracts of the Indians in this town and in
Sharon, Conn., and settled in 1711 he failed of getting his title recognized by the crown, and died
in poverty in 1748 or '49.^
During the Revolution a furnace and foundery for the manufacture
The site, known as
of steel for the use of the army was established about 1 mi. s. of Wassaic.
" The Steel
Works," is still covered by coal dust and cinders. There are 7 churches in town.®
houses.

L.eedsville

of Northeast,

is

a

(p. o.) is

p. o.

;

ISEEKM A]V —was formed as a town, March 7, 1788.' A part of " Freedom"

(now La Grange)
and a part of Union Vale in 1827. It lies in the s.e. part of the co., one
corner extending to the s. border. Its surface is a hilly and broken upland. Pleasant Hill, on the
Limestone and slate crop out on the summits and declivities
N. border, is the highest summit.
The streams are small creeks and brooks tributaries of the Fishkill, and
of nearly all the hills.
Silver Lake is a fine body of water near the w. line.®
are bordered by wide, fertile intervales.
was taken

Iron ore

off in 1821,

found

is

s.

of this lake.'

The

soil is

a productive, gravelly loam.

—

Green Haven,

near the w. border, contains 1 church and 18 dwellings; ISeekmanville, (Beekman
near the center, 1 church and 12 dwellings; Poug'liquag' (p.v.) 2 churches and 15 dwelland
Furnace, on the n. line, an iron manufactory and 10 houses.^" The

(p. V.,)

p.o.,)

ings

;

Beekman

settlements are supposed to have been made about 1710; but the early records are lost. A.
Delong located in 1716, and kept an inn at an early day. Rt. Rev. Alonzo Potter, Bishop of Penn.,

first

and

his brother, Rt. Rev. Horatio Potter, Provisional Bishop of the Diocese of
There are 4 churches in town.*'

N. Y., were natives

of this town.

CL.IIVTORIJ2—was formed from " Charlotte" and Rhinebeck Precincts, March 13, 1786. Hyde
Park and Pleasant Valley were taken off in 1821. It is an interior town, lying n.w. of the center
Its surface is a rolling upland considerably broken by hills in the N. and w.
of the CO.
Shultz
Salt Point Creek,
Mts., on the n. border, and Sippe Barrack, in the w., are the highest points.^'
the principal stream, flows s. through near the center.
Crum Elbow Creek forms a portion of the
w. boundary. Several small lakes, the principal of which is Long Pond, lie in the n. part. The
soil in the N. is a sandy loam, and in the center and s. it is a productive, slaty loam.
Clinton

Hollow,

(p.v.,)

near the center, contains 25 houses,

Clinton Corners

(p.v.) 25 houses,

ScbultzTille (p.o.) a gristmill and 10 houses, and Pleasant Plains (p. o.) a church and
8 houses. Bulls Head, Clinton Point, and Hibernia are p. offices. Derrick Van Vliet
located in

town about 1755.

There are 4 churches in town

;

2 Friends, Presb., and Prot. E.

DOT ER —was

formed from Pawling, Feb. 20, 1807. It lies on the E. border of the co., s. of
and w. borders are occupied by hills and mts., and the center by a deep, wide
The valley is about 400 feet above tide, and the summits of the hills are 300 to 500 feet
valley.
higher. Ten Mile River flows s. from the n. line to near the s. boundary, thence turns e. and discharges its waters into the Housatonic. It receives from the s. Swamp River, a stream that is
the center.

The

e.

1 This limestone is of a bluish color, hard and
brittle; and
where it crops out it is considerably disintegrated, covering the
ground in the immediate vicinity with a white sand.

An

ore bed i mi. w. of Ameniaville has been extensively
for 25 or 30 years, and the supply of ore seems inexAnother ore bed hjis been opened 2 mi. N. w. of Wasand
another near the N. line of the town.
saic.
3 This institution has been under the
charge of the M. E. delomination.
4 1 church, the woolen factory, and about half of the
buildings
are in Conn,
6 Mr. Sackett was connected with the Livingstons in the
settlement of the Palatinates at "German Camp," (now Germantown, Columbia co.) Ulric Winegar and his son, Capt. Garrett,
removed from " German
the next families.
*

worked

haustible.

were

They

Camp"

and settled on the Oblong tract. The father died in
Delamater settled soon after the
aged 102 years,
Winegars, n.w. of Amenia Union. Henry Nase. Stephen Hopliins, Joel Gillett, Ilez. King, Abm. and Joshua Paine, J. Ilowe,

in 1724
17-54,

and Elisha Kinney settled previous to 1743. After this time the
town rapidly filled up with settlers, mostly from New England.
The first mill is supposed to have been built by John Delamater,
at Leedsville, and the first inn to have been kept by Michael
Hopkins, near the center of the town.
6 3
Presb., 2 M. E., and 1 each Bap. and Prot. E.
' The town embraced the land
granted to Col. Uenry Beekman.
Beekman Precinct was formed Dec. 16, 1737, and Pawling's
Precinct was set o£f in 1768.

The Indian name

8

for this lake is A-po-qua-gue, signifying

round lake.
9 Ore from this bed is
extensively mined and taken to Poughkeepsie and Fishkill Furnace.
10 The furnace at this
place is supplied with ore from Union700 tons of iron are annually produced.
M. E., Prot, E., and Union.
Geo. Clinton, first Governor.
13 A slate
quarry was formerly worked at the N. extremity of
the Shultz Mts. ; but it is now abandoned.

vale
11

12

:

Bap.,

Named from
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bordered by swamps upon the greater part of its course. The limestone ridj^e extends n. and s.
through the center of the principal valley. Along its course several marble quarries have been
opened.^ Iron ore is found in abundance.* The soil is a fine quality of sandy, gravelly, and slaty
loam. The small streams flowing from the w. hills have worn deep ravines, and in several places

The most noted

form beautiful cascades.

of these

is

known

as

"Dover Stone Church."'

Dover

the n. part of the town, contains 3 churches, a gristmill,
and plaster mill. Pop. 375. Soutb Dover, (p. v.,) on Ten Mile River, contains 2 churches, a
grist and saw mill, and 30 houses. Chestnut Ridg-e (p. o.) and Tfing Station (p. o.) are hamlets.
The first settlements are said to have been made by the Dutch from the river towns. Among

Plains,

(Dover p.o.,) a

r. r. station, in

the early settlers are found the names of Knickerbacker, Osterhout, Dutcher, and Van Duzen.
The first settlers upon the Oblong tract were from Conn. The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) is said
to

have been formed about 1770.*

EAST FISHKII.L.—was

formed from Fishkill, Nov. 29, 1849. It is the center town upon
mountainous in the s. and e. and hilly in the n. and w. The
highest points of the Fishkill Mts., in the s., are 1000 to 1200 ft. above tide.' The principal streams
are the Fishkill and its tributaries, Wortel Kil and Sprout Creek. Black Pond is a small sheet

the

s.

border of the co.

Its surface is

of water near tlie s. line. The intervales along the streams are generally wide, and bordered by
The soil is a gravelly loam. Fatting
steep hillsides in the s. and more gradual slopes in the n.
llast Fislikill, (p. v.,) near
cattle for the New York market is one of the leading pursuits,
the center, contains a grist and sawmill and 15 houses; Jolinsville, (p. v.,) near the w. border,
1 church

and 14 houses;

Storm ville,

the e. 1 Ch. 20 houses; Fisliliill Plains,
Slienandoall Corners, in the s., a church
Hopewell, (Adriance p.o.,) and Fisbkill Furnace^ are
(p. v.,) in

1 church and 15 houses
(p. V.,) in the n. w.,
and 15 houses. Pecfesville,

hamlets.

The

first settlers

Wiltsie and Isaac Adrience

;

and

were Garret, Geo. and Isaac Storm, about the year 1733
in about 1739. There are 5 churches in town.'

;

Cornelius

came

FISHKILLi —was formed

as a town,

March

7,

A part of

1788.

" Freedom"

(now La Grange)

A

was taken
part of Philipstown (Putnam co.) was
annexed March 14, 1806. It lies upon the Hudson, in the s. w. corner of the co. Its surface is
mountainous in the s. and hilly in the N. The Fishkill Mts., extending along the s. border, are
oS" in

1821, and East

Fishkill in 1849.

Old Beacon and Grand Sachem, in the s. E. corner, the highest sumhigh, rocky, and precipitous.
break in these mountains, in the e. part,
mits, are respectively 1471 and 1685 ft. above tide.
opening toward the s., is known as the Wiccopee Pass.® The Fishkill flows s. w. through near the

A

center of the town, skirting the foot of the mountains and separating them from the hilly region in
the N. w. Wappingers Creek forms the w. boundary.
high rolling ridge lies between these

A

Mt. Hope, 1000 ft. above tide, near the e. border.® Sprout
series of blufis, 150 to
Creek, a tributary of the Fishkill, forms a portion of the e. boundary.
200 ft. high, extends along the river, broken by the valleys of the streams. The soil is a clay and
Fisllkill l.anding', (p. v.,) on the Hudson, opposite Newburgh, contains a
gravelly loam.
2 machine shops, and 4 churches. Brinckerhoff's Nursery, the largest on the
office,
newspaper
Hudson, and occupying 50 acres, is at this place. Pop. 1,100. It is a r. r. station and .steamboat

two streams, and the highest point

is

A

Matteavran, (p. v.,) on Fishkill
landing, and is connected with Newburgh by a steam ferry.
Creek, 1 mi. above the landing, is an important manufacturing village. It was formerly the seat
of extensive cotton mills; but these have mostly been converted to other purposes.'" It contains 4
1 The
principal quarries are between Dover Plains and South
Dover.
2 White's ore
bed, 3 rai. N. w. of South Dover, has been extensively worked, and the ore produced is of good quality. The
Dover Iron Works formerly did an extensive business: they
closed about 2 years since. White's Furnace, halfway between
South Dover and Dover Plains, is making 5 to 6 tons of iron

per day.
8 This ravine is about a i mi. w. of Dover Plains.
It is 20 to
25 feet wide at the bottom and 1 to 3 feet at the top, and the
rocks that border it are 40 to 50 feet high. It extends into the
hill 30 to 40 feet, and at its ferther extremity the stream tiows
from the mountain above in a succession of rapids. The name
was given in consequence of its resemblance to the Gothic arcli.
In anotiier ravine, about J mi. s. of .Stone Church, are the
" Wells." A small stream here flows down from the mountain
iu a succession of rapida 3 to 12 feet in height: and at the foot
of each tall smooth, rounded holes, called the Wells, have been
worn in the rocks to the depth of 3 to 8 feet. The holes occupy
the whole width of the bottom of the ravine, and the rocks on
each side are shelving and slippery, rendering a near approach
These two localities are frequently
difficult and dangerous.
Tinted by the lovers of nature during the summer season.
* This is now a Union church.
A Friends meeting house was
built here about the same time.

"
5 The
highest point on the s. border is locally known as Wicand the highest on the E. border as
Lookinij Knck."
6 A furnace at this
place manufactures pig iron from the ore.
It empluj's 40 hands, and makes about 400 tons of iron i)er
annum. The ore is olitained from the mine near Silver Lake, in
Beeknian. A mine on the E. line, after being worked 20 years,
'
L(jnq Hill,"
copee," or

"

was exhausted.
' 2
Bap., M. E., and Ref. Prot. D. The last named has an
endowment of S5000.
8 This
pass was carefully guarded during the Revolution, to
prevent the British from turning the American works at West
Point. A considerable American force was stationed at its upper
extremity during the campaign of 1777.
9 Mt.
Hope is i mi. s. of Myers Corners. A beautiful and pxtended view is obtained from its summit. A beacon has been
erected here by the Coast Survej'. to serve as a point in the triangulation of the Hudson River Valley.
io
Among the most important manufactories are "The Seam-

Clothing Manufacturini: Co.," incorporated with acHpitalof
Itgivesemploymentto:!20hands,anil turns out j'.500.0i
gc.dds annually. The Mattea« an .Machine Works. S. B.
S<;henck, pn-prietnr, gives employment to 200 liands, and turns
out annually goods to the amount of .J.'>O0,U00. J. Kothery'a
file factory employs 70 hands, and manufactures goods to tlia
less

$.iO.Ono.

worth of
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Wappingers Falls, (p. v.,) at the head of navigation onWappingers Creek,

churches. Pop. 1476.
1 k mi. from the Hudson,

pingers Creek here

falls

lies

75

partly in Poughkeepsie. It is largely engaged in manufacturing.^ Wapfurnishing an excellent water power. The village contains 4 churches.

feet,

Pop. 1819, of which 1139 are in this town. Huglisonvllle, (p. v.,) IJ mi. s. of Wappingers
church and a steam saw and grist mill. Pop. 245. IVeTT Hackensack,
in
n.
the
part, contains 1 church and 15 dwellings; Flskkill, (p. v.,) near the center,
(p. V.,)

Falls, contains a

contains the Fishkill Seminary, the Fishkill Collegiate Institute, 2 private schools, a newspaper
office, a bank, savings' bank, 3 churches, and 130 dwellings.
Crlenliaitl, (p. v.,) 2^ mi. below
Fishkill, contains a woolen factory,^ 3 churches, and 75 dwellings. Cartilage L<andilig, (p. v.,)
on the Hudson, 5 mi. above Fishkill Landing, contains 1 church and 30 dwellings. Myers Corners, S^vartoistville, and BrinkerliofFville are hamlets. The first settlement is supposed to have been made before 1090. The earliest records, dated in 1697,^ are papers relating to
lands.
The town lies within the tract granted to Francis Rumbout and others, Oct. 17, 1685.* In
colonial times it formed a part of the Rumbout and Fishkill precincts. The first constitutional convention held a session in this town in the fall of 1776. There are 22 churches in town.^

HYDE PARR®—was

formed from Clinton, Jan. 26, 1821. It lies upon the Hudson, a little
Its surface is principally a rolling and moderately hilly upland,
terminating on the Hudson in a bluff 180 ft. high. Hog and Lloyds Hills, in the n. part, each
about 500 ft. above the river, are the highest points in town. The principal streams are Crum
The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam
Elbow Creek, and Fall KIl, tributaries of the Hudson.
underlaid by slate. Hyde Park, (p. v.,) finely situated upon an eminence half a mi. e. of the
N. of the w. border of the co.

4 churches, a gristmill, and 692 inhabitants. Staatsburgk (p. o.) is a R. R. station
and hamlet in the N. part of the town Union Corners and Hyde Park I^anding are
Numerous elegant residences, occupying splendid sites, have been erected along the
hamlets.
banks of the river. The first settler is supposed to have been Jacobus Stoughtenburgh, the owner
of one of the nine "water lots;" he came to the town about 1720. Gov. Morgan Lewis formerly resided upon the place now occupied by Hon. J. K. Paulding. The census reports 7 churches in town.'

river, contains

;

1.A GRAIVGE*—was formed from Beekman and Fishkill, as "Freedom," Feb. 9, 1821. Its
name was changed in 1828. A part of Union Vale was taken ofi" in 1827. It is an interior town,
lying s. w. of the center of the co. Its surface is a rolling and moderately hilly upland. Sprout
Creek, the principal stream, flows s. through near the center. Wappingers Creek forms the w.
boundary. The soil is a gravelly loam. I^a Cirangeville, (p. v.,) in the s. e. part, contains

2 gristmills and 14 houses; and Freedonn Plains, (p. v.,) near the center, a church and 14
houses. Titusville,' 1 mi. s. of Wnncliester Bridge, is a hamlet.
Spront Creek (p. o.) is
Mancliestcr ISridg'e, (p.o.,) on the w. line, is mostly in Pougha hamlet in the s. part.
keepsie.

(Friends)

Artliursbwrg"!! (p.o.) is a hamlet in the s. corner.
was formed before 1800. There are two churches in town

The
;

first

religious

society

Friends and Presb.

—was

formed from Northeast, Miarch 16, 1818. It lies on the n. border of the co.,
a hilly upland broken by the deep valleys of the streams. The
Roelifi" Jansens
declivities are generally gradual slopes, and the hills are arable to their summits.
Kil crosses the n. e. corner. The other streams are small and are bordered by fertile intervales.
The soil is a clayey, gravelly, and slaty loam. Jacksons Corners, (p. v.,) on Roelifi" Jansens

MIliAiV^"

w. of the

center.

Its surface is

amount of $4^5,000 annually. Wiccopee, i mi. below Matteawan, in the ReTolution, and salt was stored in its cellar for the
was the seat of the Wiccopee Color Mills, since changed to the army.
5 The first church
New York Rubber Co., engaged in the manufacture of rubber
(Ref. Prot. D.) was formed at Fishkill VilThis CO. has a capital of $125,000, employs 12.5 men, and
turns out $100,000 to $150,000 worth of goods per year.
1 The Dutchess
Printing Co., incorp. with a capital of $300,000,
employs 300 hands, and produces $750,000 worth of prints per
annum. The Franklin DaleManuf'g Co., incorp. with a capital
of $150,000, employs 250 hands, and turns out $150,000 worth
of printing cloths per annum. There are, besides, a foundry,
comb factory, and numerous machine shops. A large cotton
factory was burnt here a few years since, and has not been retoys.

lage early in the last century ; but the precise date cannot be
ascertained. The earliest church records bear date of Sept. 30,
1727. Rev. Dr. De Witt supposed that the church was' formed as
early as 1716. The present edifice was built in 1786, in the place
of one built in 1731. The old church waa used for barracks by

the American army during the Revolution. The present churches

:— Presb.. M. E., Ref. Prot. D.. and Af. jMeth. at FishLanding; Presb., Prot. E., Prot. Meth.. and R.C. at Mattear
Prot. P.. and Prot. E. at Gleuhnm; M.E.. Ref.
Ref
wan; M.E.,
Prot. D., and Prot. E. at Fishkill ; M. E., Prot. E., and Bap. at Wapbuilt.
2 The Glenham Woolen Co., incorp. with a capital of $75,000,
Presb.
at ISrinkerhoffville; M. E. at Cartha^ie LandFalls
;
pingers
Presb. at Hughsonville; and Ref Prot. D. at New Hackensack.
employs 175 hands, and turns out $275,000 worth of goods an- ing;
6 Named
1811.
John
in
Dr.
first
started
was
It
Bard, from Hyde Park, London.
by
nually.
^ Prot. E.. M. E..
3 The first mill was erected at the mouth of Fishkill, some
Bap., Presb., Ref. Prot. D.. B.C., and Friends.
8 Named from La
was
residence in France.
authorized
in
to
1743.
A
1709.
before
Fayette's
Newburgh
time
ferry
6 The Titus AVoolen
* The house now occupied by lion. Isaac Teller and his sisters
Factory, established here in 182R, employs
at Matteawan— one of the first built in town— belonged to Roger 60 to 70 hands, and turns out about $100,000 worth of cloths per
The annum; capital, $50,000.
It was built about 1710.
Brett, a son-in-law of Rumbout.
10 This town is included in the tract known as the ' Little
liouse is one story, 87 by 36 ft., the sides and roof covered with
cedar shingles. It was often filled with officers and soldiers Nine Partners."
are as follows
kill

o
D.

(/5

;^

5
o

I
^
LU

>

'm:'
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church and 25 houses; Rock Ciiy^ (p. v.) a grist and saw mill
and 20 houses; Milaiiville (Milan p.o.) 12 houses; and L.a Fayetteville (p. v.) 16 houses.
Sliookville and Tliornville are hamlets. The first settlements were principally made by
tenants under the original proprietors, about 17G0,''' and a large share of the land is still held by
leasehold tenure. The first church (M. E.) was formed about 1790. The census reports 4 churches.*
Kil, in the n. e. corner, contains 1

IVORTHEAST*—^was
Pine Plains in 1823.

formed as a town, March

It is the n. e. corner

7,

town of the

1788.
co.

Milan was taken

off in

1818,

and

A tongue of

land 1^ mi. wide, upon
The surface is a hilly and

E. border, extends 4 mi. n. of the remaining part of the town.
broken upland. The Taghkanick Mts., extending along the e. border, are rocky and broken, and are
1000 to 1200 ft. above tide. The highest point in the valley w. of tlie mountains, forming the sumTen Mile River, the principal stream,
mit level of the N. Y. & H. R. R., is 771 feet above tide.
flows s. through nearly the whole length of the town. Chekomiko Creek flows n. through the w.
Indian Pond, on the e. line. Round Pond, on the s. line, and Ruds Pond are the principal
part.
bodies of water. The valleys have generally a gravelly and clayey soil, but the hills in some
of iron ore has been opened 1 mi.
places are rocky and fit only for pasturage. An extensive bed

the

N. E. of Millerton, near the Conn, line.*

IVortlieast

Center

v.,)

Spencers Corners
the s. part. Federal Store

Oblong are

contains 2 churches and
church and 27 houses and

(p. v.)

a rail

road station, contains
(Northeast p.o.) a church and 12 houses.

20 houses; Millerton,® (p.

1

;

Coleman

The pioneer

Station

is

in

were mostly from
Conn., and located here from 1725 to ITSOJ The first religious services were held by Moravian
missionaries, at an Indian mission house at the n. end of Indian Lake.® There are 4 churches in

and

p. ofiices.

settlers

town.*

PAWIillf G^"—was
s. E.

formed as a town, March

the w. part.

A

fine,

1788.

Dover was taken

off in 1807.

It is the

broad valley occupies the central portions and separates the two highland
Croton Rivers take their rise in the valley, the former flowing n. and the

Swamp and

regions."

7,

A high range of hills extends along the e. border, and another occupies

corner town in the co.

—

—

s.
Whaleys and Little Ponds the sources of the Fishkill lie near the w. border, and ObThe ridge of limestone from which marble is quarried extends
lies in the n. e. part.
Pond
long
The soil is a slaty and gravelly loam. Large quantities of milk are
into the n. part from Dover.
daily sent to the New York market. Pawling', (p. v.,) a station on the 11. & N. Y. R. R., contains a bank, 2 churches, and 25 houses. Canipbellville, (p. v.,) in the n. part, contains 14
Settlements are suphouses. Quaker Hill (p.o.) and Farmers Hill (p.o.) are hamlets.
posed to have commenced at Quaker Hill between 1720 and 1730, by Friends from R. I., who
organized the first religious society soon after their arrival.^^ There are 3 churches in town M. E.,
Bap., and Friends.

latter

;

PIUTE P1.AI1VS"—was
of the

formed from Northeast, March 26, 1823.

The
The highest summit is

CO., E.

It lies

on the n. border

a hilly upland, the ridges being separated by broad
Stissing Mt., in the w. part, 400 to 500 feet above the valleys.
crowned with a mass of naked rock. Roeliff Jansens Kil crosses

of the center.

surface

is

valleys.
Its declivities are steep, and it is
the N. w. corner, and the Shekomeko or
Stissing,

and

Mud

ones are in the

s.

Ponds

part.

lie at

The

the

soil is

Cheecomico flows k. through near the center. Thompsons,
of Stissing Mt., and Buttermilk Pond and several smaller
generally a productive, gravelly loam. Marl is found in several

e. foot

6
Named from the rock which crops out in the adjacent hills
Large quantities of milk are daily sent to the N. Y. market
' Baltus Lott and Adam Showerman first
settled in the s. part
In 1760, Johannes Rowe bought of Robert Livingston 911 of the town. Barzillai Rudd, Elder Dakin, and
Spencer
acres a little n. of La Fayetteville, and located upon it. Among were also early settlers.
8 The remains of this old mission house are
the other early settlers we find the names of Clark, Stewart,
still visible on tho
and
a
of
whom
farm
were from Conn.
of Douglas Clark.
Simons,
Herrick,
part
9 2 M.
8 2 M. E., and 1 each Christian and Union.
E., Bap., and Cong.
1"
* Named from its geographical position in the co.
Northeast
Pawling Precinct was formed from Beokman Precinct, Dee.
Precinct was formed from the North Precinct, Dec. 16, 1746, and 31, 1768.
11 Mt.
embraced the Little or Upper Nine Partnei-s Tract. The North
Tom, a prominent peak i mi. w. of Pawling Station, ie
Precinct was extended across the Oblong Tract to the Conn, line, about 300 feet above the valley.
12 The Friends
Dec. 17, 174.3.
meeting house on Quaker Hill was used as a
6 The Dakin ore bed was opened in 1846
by the proprietor, hospital during the Revolution, and a considerable number of
who erected a furnace in the vicinity and run it until 1856. soldiers were buried in the vicinity. A body of troops were
The mine is at the foot of the Taghkanick Mt., where it makes stationed here for some time and Gen. Washington spent a
a bend into Conn., and about li mi. above the Salisbury (Conn.) short time here in 1778.
" Little Nine Partners"
13 This town formed a
mines. From 8000 to 10,000 tons of ore are taken out annually,
portion of the
and are mostly sent by R. R. to Hudson. Benedict's Furnace, 1 tr.ict. Many of the farms are still owned by the heirs of the
mi. N. w. of Millerton, makes 5 tons of pig iron daily, principally original proprietors, and are leased to the occupants. All efforta
from Salisbury ore. A cupola furnace has also been erected to convert the leasehold tenure into a freehold have proved
here, and the manufacture of car wheels commenced. A slate unsuccessful.
1

and along the streams.
2

;

company was

incorp. in this

town

in 1812.

18
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Pine Plains,

localities.*

(p-v.,)

near the center of the town, contains a bank and 3 churches.

Ilammertown contains an extensive scythe factory and a dozen houses.^ Pulvers Corner (p.o.) and Mount Ross are hamlets. The first settlements were probably
made about 1740.' A Moravian mission was established among the Indians at Shekomeko, 2 mi.
Pop. 382.

s.

of Pine Plains, in Sept. 1740.*

There are 7 churches in town.*

VALiIjEY—was

formed from Clinton, Jan. 26, 1821. It is an interior town,
PlLEASAllfT
of the co. Its surface is a rolling and hilly upland. Barnes and Dennis
lying w. of the center
Wappingers Creek flows s. w. through near the center ;
Hills, in the N. w., are the highest points.
Sprout Creek takes its rise in a pond in the s. w. part. Slate crops out along the hills, and a vein

been discovered. The soil is a clayey and gravelly loam. Pleasant Vals. w.
part, was incorp. April 15, 1814; it contains a cotton factory* and 4
churches. Pop. 500.' Salt Point, (p. v.,) on Wappingers Creek, contains a grist and plaster
mill and 17 houses.
Washington Hollow, (p. v.,) on the line of Washington, contains a
ElbO'W is a p. o. The first church (Presb.)
church, cotton factory,^ and 16 houses.
was formed in 1765 Rev. Wheeler Case, the first pastor, was installed Nov. 12 of the same year.
of marble has lately
(p. V.,) in the

ley,

Crum

;

There are 5 churches in town.^

POUGIIREEPSIE"'—was formed as a tovm March 7, 1788.

The city of Poughkeepsie was
Its surface is
upon the Hudson, s. of the center of the co.
mostly a rolling upland. Wappingers Creek, forming the e. boundary, and Fall Kil, flowing s.
through Poughkeepsie City, each furnish a considerable amount of water power. The soil is
clayey in the w. and a sandy and gravelly loam in the remaining parts. JVCW Haniburgb^
in the extreme s. angle, contains 2 churches.
It is a r. r. station, and is
(p. V.,) on the Hudson,
taken

March

oQ"

28, 1854.

It lies

connected by a ferry with Marlborough, Orange co. Pop. 339. Clianningville, opposite Wappingers Falls, contains a gristmill, 2 churches, and 50 houses. Manchester, (Manchester Bridge
p. 0.,)

on the line of La Grange, contains about a dozen houses."

contains 2 cotton factories and 15 houses.

made by

the Dutch, about 1700.*'^

LiOCUSt

Glen

is

Rocbdale,
a

p. o.

There are 4 churches in town; 2 M.

The

in the n. e. corner,

first

settlements were

E., Presb.,

and R.

C.

POUGHKEEPSIE CITY—was

formed from Poughand incorp. as a village March 27, 1799, and as a city
March 28, 1854. It is situated upon the Hudson, a little s. of the
center of the w. border of the co. The ground gradually rises
from the river to a table land, 150 to 200 ft. high, upon which
most of the city is built, and about 1 mi. back into a hill 500 ft.
keepsie,

high.*'

Fall Kil, a small stream, flows in a tortuous channel
city, affording a limited amount of water power.

through the

The

on the bluff overlooking the Hudson
it contains 4 banks, 1 savings*"
bank, 18 churches, and many other fine public and private
buildings. Its location gives to the city commercial advantages
During the summer daily lines of steamers run to New York and to
city is finely laid out

;

and, besides the co. buildings,

which are

fully improved.

1
Upon draining Hoag Pond, 1 J mi. s. e. of Pine Plains Village,
a very deep bed of marl, covering 6 or 8 acres, was found. Marl
is also found in Buttermilk Pond.
2 Harris's
Scythe Factory gives employment to 50 hands, and
turns out about 2000 dozen scythes per annum.
8 In 1740, John Rau, a
German, lived on a hill N. E. from Shekomeko. John Tice Smith, Jas. Graham, C. W. Eautz, Ebr.
Dibble, and
Snyder were also early settlers.
t This mission was commenced in
Sept. 1740, by Henry Rauch,
and on the 22d of Feb. 1742, the first 3 Indian converts were
baptized. Before the end of the year, 26 more were converted,
and a place of worship was erected. This little community had
not become fully settled before its quiet was disturbed by the
intrusion of an armed force under the orders of the sheriff, at
the instigation of intolerant and bigoted neighbors; and, although neither arms nor any thing else were found that could
be construed into hostile designs against the Government, the
missionaries were seized and brought before the Governor and
Council at New York, under charge of being in the interests of
the French and of endeavoring to seduce the Indians from their
alliance with the English. Upon refusing to take the oath of
allegiance, they were reprimanded and discharged. Their ene'

in regard to
mies, well knowing their conscientious scruples
" for
securing his
oaths, in 1744 obtained the passage of an act
majesty's government in New York," by which an oath of allegiance was made obligatory. Rather than do violence to their
consciences, the missionaries removed to Bethlehem, Penn.,

followed by several of their Indian converts.

The mission was

visited by Count Zinzendorf and Bishop David Nitschman soon
after its location in this town. During the last 2 years, 62 native
converts were baptized and admitted to the church. Gottlieb
Buettner, one of the missionaries, died in Feb. 1745, at this
place. Heckewe.lder's Hist. Mm-av. Missions, 20 ; Doc. Hist. JV. I'.,

—

1014; Davis's Shekomeko, p. 29.
Bap., M. E., Presb., Prot. E., and Friends.
8 This
It confactory was built in 1815, by John Gibbon's.
tains 80 looms, and gives employment to 75 hands.
' The charter of this
village is a dead letter, as no election has
taken place in 10 years. The village records are lost.
8 Tills
factory gives employment to about 40 hands.
9 2 M. E.,
Friends, Prot. E., and Presb.
10
Poughkeepsie Precinct was formed Dec. 16, 1737. In early
documents the name is spelled in a variety of ways, as " Picipsi"
and "PoA-ipsi." The original name is said to have been Apo///.
5

keep-sink, signifying "deep water."
11 A cotton
factory was formerly in operation here. In 1849 it
was changed to a paper mill, which was run until 1857.
12 Near the s. line of the
city is a house built before the Revolution and formerly owned by Philip Livingston. It still bears
the marks of balls fired by the British. The dwelling of Gov.
Geo. Clinton, still standing, 6 mi. below the city, is now owned
by Philip S. Van Rensselaer. Prof. S. F. B. Morse, the inventor
of the electric telegraph, resides 2 mi. s. of the city.
1" About 1 mi. N. of this hill is another of about the same ele-
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Albany, and a considerable trade is carried on by barges and boats. The daily line of steamers
between New York and Albany touches here. A steam ferry connects the city with New Paltz
Landing. The manufectures are extensive and various. They consist chiefly of pig iron, carriages, carpets, pins, chairs, drugs, files, sewing silk, and ale.^
The City Hall is a plain brick building, situated on Main St., a little w. of the courthouse.
The Public Schools are under the charge of a board of education, consisting of 12 members,
3 males
of whom 3 are elected annually. The schools are 6 in number, and employ 23 teachers,
and 20 females. In 1857 the number of children between 4 and 21 was 4329, of whom 1900 (or 44

—

of the
per cent.) were in attendance at school during some portion of the year. The total expenses
The number of volumes in the district libraries was 4683.
schools were $8444 13.

The Dutchess Co. Academy occupies a large 3 story brick building on Hamilton St.^
The Poiighkeepsie Female Seminary, situated on Cannon St., was founded by a stock co., at a
cost of $15,000. Eleven teachers and two lecturers are connected with it.
The Pbughkeepsie Collegiate School is situated on a hill J of a mi. e. of the city. A lot of 80
acres is connected with the institution, and the building and grounds are valued at $75,000.^
The Mansion Square Female Institute is a private institution, corner of Mansion and Catharine
It has 9 teachers and 80 pupils.
Sts.
The Dr. McLellans Female Collegiate Institute, a private institution, is situated at the corner of
Mill and Catharine Sts. It occupies a 3 story brick building, and has 10 teachers and about 160 pupils.
The Cottage Hill Seminary, a private institution for young ladies, is located on a beautiful site
upon Garden St. It is under the charge of a principal, assisted by 12 teachers and lecturers. A
and the number of pupils is limited to 50.
library of 2000 volumes is connected with it,

The Law School, incorp. in 1851, and first located at Ballston Spa, w».s removed to this city in
Young Men's Association has been established, for
1853, and its sessions are still held here.
the purpose of furnishing winter lectures.
The Foughkeepsie Lyceum of Literature, Science, and Art was incorp. April G, 1838.

A

The Foughkeepsie Orphan Asylum and Home of the Friendless, having for its object the care of
orphans and destitute children, was organized June 21, 1847. Besides these, there is a Sural Cemean Aqueduct Association. Population of the
tery Association,* a well organized Fire Department, and
city, 12,763.5

The

first

settlement

was begun

in 1690 and 1700.

Baltus

Van Kleeck

built the first house within

the present limits of the city, in 1702, on land now owned by Matthew Vassar Jr., near Cong.
Church.^ The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed about 1700. Rev. Cornelius Van Schie was
installed pastor of this church and the one at Fishkill in 1727.'

The Van Kleeck House, a substantial stone building, was used for purposes of defence, and just
under the eaves the walls were pierced with loop-holes for musketry. This building was afterward the meeting place of the inhabitants to consult upon the public welfare wheu the Boston
Port Bill and kindred measures awakened a spirit of resistance through the country. There the
Committee of Correspondence of Dutchess held their meetings and there the pledge to sustain the
Continental Congress and the Provincial Assembly was signed by the inhabitants of Poughkeepsie
;

in

June and July, 1775.

vation. Many beautiful and costly dwellings are built upon
these table lands about the city, affording a tine view of the city

and

valley.

The eye here has an uninterrupted range of view

over 2500 sq. mi. of country.
1 The
Poughkeepsie Iron Works were established in 1848, with
a capital of $200,000 ; 75 hands are employed, and 10,000 to 11,000
tons of pig iron are manufactured per annum. The ores used are
the hematite from Fishkill, and the magnetic ore from Essex
The Poughkeepsie Carriage Manufactory, with a capital of
CO.
to $100,000
$35,000, employs 60 hands, and turns out $90,000
worth of carriages per annum, which are chiefly sold in the
Southern markets. Peltou's Carpet Factory, with a capital of
$60,000, employs 60 to 70 hands, and produces 60,000 to 65,000 yds.
of carpeting per year. A pin fectory, in the same building, employs 15 hands. The Poughkeepsie Chair Manufactory employs
300 hands, and produces $60,000 worth of chairs per year, which
are mostly sent to South America. An establishment for the
preparation of dye stuffs and drugs employs 30 hands, and manufactures $200,000 worth of goods annually. A file factory, started
in 1856, employs 12 men; and a sewing silk factory, started in
1858, employs 15 to 20 hands. M. Vassar & Co.'s Brewery and
Slalt Works, commenced in 1795, has a capital of $150,000, employs 50 men, and manufactures 30,000 bbls. of ale per year.
2 ITiis
building was erected in 1836, at a cost of $14,000.
8 The
building of this institution is of brick, modeled after the
Parthenon. It was organized under the charge of Chas. Bartlett, N. P.Tallmage, and
Cunningham. See p. 750.

* The
Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery consists of 54 acres, sitij
ated in the town of Poughkeepsie, a short distance below the
city, between the Highland Turnpike and the Hudson.
6 The
population of the town of Poughkeepsie (including the
city recently organized; at different periods has been as fol-

lows
1790
1800
1810

:

—

1814
1845
1830
11.791
5,673
7,222
1820
1850
13.944
5.726 1835
8,529
1840
1855
1825
15.S73
10,006
5,935
*
named
the
families
Van
settlers
were
Dutch
Among
early
De Bogart, Van Benschoten, Van De Bergh, Van Wagener, De
Graff. Le Roy, Parmentier, Messier, Ostrom, Ilogebiiom, Filkins,
Swartwout, Frear, Hegeman, and Livingston. The first house
stood until 1835. It was built of stone, and was furnished \vi(h
loopholes for the use of nuisketry. During the Revolution ttio
colonial legislature held several sessions in it.
' In
1758, the controversy between the Cetus and Conferentie
parties distracted this church, and led to its division in ITiiS.
The former of these parties wished to sever their connection finni
the Classis at Amsterdam and become independent, and the
latter wished to still preserve their connection with the mother
church. The controversy divided nearly .til the I'f'f. I'rot. D.
churches in America, and it was not entirely .settled mitil ah-ut
1790, when a reconciliation took place. There .are now 18cliiirclios
in the city; 4 M. E., 2 Ref. Prot. D.. 2 Prot. E., fChrist's and St.
Luth., Af. Jlcth.,
.lohn's.) 2 Bap., and Cong., Presb., Univ., Ger.
Friends, R. C, and Jewish.
2,529

.3.246

4,669

DUTCHESS COUNTY.

276

As soon as the alarm occasioned by the invasion of Sir Henry Clinton (in 1777) had subsided,
Gov. Clinton called a meeting of the Legislature at Poughkeepsie. It assembled at the Van Kleeck
House early in Jan. 1778. Various acts to complete the organization of the State Government
were passed provisions were made for strengthening the civil and military powers of the State
and it was during that session that the State gave its assent to the Articles of Confederation, the
organic law of the Fedei'al Union until our present Constitution was formed and adopted.
The State Convention to consider the Federal Constitution assembled at the Van Kleeck House ou
June 17, 1788. There were 57 delegates present, and Gov. George Clinton was chosen President
In that assembly were some of the most distinguished men of the Revolution,
of the Convention.
and the debates were of the most interesting character. In no State in the Union was hostility to
the Federal Constitution more extensive and violent than in the State of New York. Forty-six of
the 57 delegates, including the governor, were Anti-Federalists, or opposed to the Constitution.
The principal advocates of the instrument were John Jay, Alexander Hamilton, and Robert
Mr. Hamilton had been a leading member of the National Convention that framed
Livingston.
the Constitution, and also one of the principal writers of The Federalist. He felt the responsibility
of his situation, and the Convention readily acknowledged the value of his judgment. He was perfectly familiar with every topic included in the wide range which the debates embraced, and he
was nobly sustained by his colleagues Jay and Livingston. The hostile feelings of many of the
Anti-Federalists gradually yielded, and on the 26th of July the final question of ratification was
;

;

by a majority of 3 votes.
Huddlestone, the famous spy, who was captured upon Wild Boar Hill, near Yonkers, West-

carried in the aflirmative

The place of his
CO., was tried, condemned, and hung in Poughkeepsie in April, 1780.
execution was upon a verge of the plain on which the town stands known as Forbuses Hill. He
was accompanied to the scaffold by tlie co. officers and a small guard of militia enrolled for the
chester

purpose.^

R£I>IIOOH.^—was
N. w. corner of
blufi"s

100

to

150

ft.

high.

Upper Redhook

Village.
of the streams are broad

Saw

formed from Rhinebeck, June

2,

1812.

It lies

upon the Hudson, in the

a rolling upland, terminating on the Hudson in a series of
part is hilly. Prospect Hill is a prominent peak a little s. of

Its surface is

tlie co.

The e.
The valleys
The streams are the Saw Kil and White Clay Kil.
and their banks low. Long Pond, in the e. part, forms the source of the

The soil along the

and in the remaining parts a sandy, gravelly, or
near the center, contains a cigar and tobacco manufactory, a
female orphan asylum,* and 3 churches. Pop. 625. Tivoli/ (p. v.,) in the n. w. part, is a steamboat landing and a R. r. station.
A large forwarding business is carried on here. It is adjaKil.

slaty loam.

cent to

RedllOoR,

Myersville,

about 600 inhabitants.

river is a clay loam,

(p. v.,)

the two places forming a continuous village. They contain 5 churches and
Barryto'wn (p. v.) is a r. r. station, 6 mi. below Tivoli. It contains 1

church, and is a place of considerable trade. Pop. 250.
part, contains 1 church and 175 inhabitants.

Cedar

tpper Kedliook,
Hill, on

the

(p. v.,) in

Saw Kil, contains

the n. e.

1 church, a

The first settlements were made
carpet yarn manufactory, a flouring mill,^ and 175 inhabitants.
between 1713 and 1727, by the Dutch. There are 11 churches in town.®
Along the river are
numerous elegant country seats. The old residence of Gen. J(jhn Armstrong is now owned by his
The former estate of Gen. Montgomery is now occupied by Mrs.
son-in-law, William B. Astor.

Edward

Livingston.''

RHIIVEBECK^—was

Redhook was taken off in 1812.
a rolling and moderately
Landmans Creek, the principal
hilly upland, terminating on the river in bluffs 100 to 150 ft. high.
stream, flows s. w. through near the center. Rhinebeck Kil is its tributary. Lake Sepasco is a
small body of water in the n. e. corner. The soil is principally a fine quality of sandy loam.
It lies

1

upon the Hudson,

Lossing's Field Book, Vol.

I,

formed as a town, March

pp. 383, 384.

By the Dutch called Roode Hoeck. Tradition ascribes
name of the town to a marsh near Tivoli, covered with
cranberries when first seen.
2

3

*

^ Erected in 1856, at a cost of
3E30,0O0.
4 Prot. E., 3 M. E., Luth., Bap., Union, and Independent the
the
last is
Sylvanian Chapel at Barrytown, owned by Robert
Bonalson.
'
Among the early settlers were mmiliea named Ilaeners, ShuTrauvs, Staata, Jlellfuldt, Zippertie, llagerdorn. Wiederwax,
from
*uiu, Bermar, Woldorf, Near, Proseus,and others, mostly
;

1788.

Its surface is

They first settled near Barrytown and Tivoli. The
marriage on record is that of Adam Shaffer and Maria
Schoett, .luly 31, 1740. The first baptism on the church record
is that of Catherine Woldorf, April 23, 1734.
8 Rhinebeck
Precinct, as formed Dec. 16, 1737, included the
lands purchased of the widow I'auldini; and her children by Dr.
Sam'l Staats; all the laud granted to Adrian, Roosa, andCotbe;
Germany.

the
ripe

Supported entirely by Mrs. William B. Astor.
Pronounced Tiv'o-le. A ferry connects this place with Sau-

gertiea, Ulster co.
^

7,

n. w. of the center of the co.

first

land patented by Col. Henry ISeekman, June 5, 1703; and the
land granted to Col. Peter Schuyler, called the Magdalen Island
Purchase. The name is derived from the first settlers, who were
fiom near the Rhine, in Germany, and Beekman, an original
pi'oprietor.
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near the center of the town, was incorp. April 23, 1834. It contains a
Rhineoffices, a private academy,^ and 5 churches. Pop. 1051.
A steam ferry
v.,) on the Hudson, contains a paper mill and 18 houses.

(p. v.,)

bank, paper mill, 2 newspaper

beck

Station,

(p.

connects the place with Rondout, Ulster co. Monterey,^ near the n. border, contains a church
and 10 houses. The first settlement was made some time before 1700, but the precise date cannot

be determined. The first family that came in was that of Wm. Beekman, the original proprietor."
His homestead (known as the Beekman House, built on a high point above Rhinebeck Station) is still
The first church
standing.* The first religious services are said to have been held in this house.
(Ref. Prot D.) was formed May 23, 1724, at the present village of Monterey.* The Lutheran
church at Monterey was formed in 1730.^ There are 6 churches in tovm.'

STAFFORD*—was

formed from Washington, March 12, 1793. It is an interior town, lying
Its surface is a broken and hilly upland.
The hills are generally
rounded, and admit of cultivation to their summits. Slate crops out in numerous places along their
declivities, and bowlders and water-worn pebbles are thickly strewn over a considerable portion
N. E. of the center of the co.

The highest point is Carpenter Hill,

in the n. e. corner, Wappingers Creek, flowing
the principal stream. Hunns Lake,* in the n. e., and Uptons Pond,
The soil is a good quality of gravelly and slaty loam.
in the s. w., are the principal bodies of water.
considerable quantity of milk is sent daily to New York by the Harlem R. R. Stanfbrcl-

of the surface.
s.

w. through near the center,

is

A

ville, (p.v.,) near the center of the town, contains a gristmill, carriage axle factory, paper mill,
3 churches, and 35 dwellings. Randall, (p.v.,) on AVappingers Creek, contains 2 gristmills, 2
sawmills, a foundry, 2 churches, and 30 dwellings. Attlebury, (p-o.,) Stissingville, and
Old Attlebury^" are hamlets. Smith Thompson, U. S. Circuit Judge, was a native and resident
of this town.

There are 5 churches in town."

UIVIOIV VAIiE^^

—

was formed from Beekman and "Freedom," (now La Grange,) March 1,
an interior town, lying s. e. of the center of the co. Its surface is a hilly and broken
upland divided into two parts by a broad valley which extends n. and s. through the center.
Slate crops out upon the summits and the declivities of the hills.
The Clove Kil, a tributary
of Fishkill Creek, flows s. w. through near the center. The soil is a gravelly and slaty loam. An
iron mine near Clove p.o. supplies the Beekman Furnace, 2 mi. farther s. Terbank, (P-'^v) in
the N. w. corner, contains 2 gristmills, a paper mill, church, and a dozen dwellings. Oswe^O
Tillag'e, (p.o.,) near the w. border, contains a church and 10 dwellings. ClOVe, (p.o.,) near
the center, contains 2 churches and about a dozen dwellings. Crouse Store, in the s. part,
Mansfield, in the n. e. corner, and Pleasant Ridg'e, in the s. e. corner, are p. offices.
Henricus Beekman, the patentee, conveyed 1,000 acres to his son Henry in 1716, and settlement if
1827.

It is

supposed

to

have commenced soon

frASHIUfGTOIV"—was

after.

There are 4 churches in town."

formed March

7,

interior town, lying near the center of the co.

1788.

The

Stanford was taken off In 1793.

It is

an

a rolling and hilly upland.
Slate
crops out on the hills, and water-worn pebbles are thickly strewn over a small portion of the surThe principal elevations are Muckle Hill, near the center, Molly Mt., In the n. w. corner,
face.
surface

is

Plymouth Hill, in the s. e. corner, and Canoe Hill, near the n. line. The streams are small creeks
and brooks. Round and Shaw Ponds, in the n. part, form the sources of Wappingers Creek. A
The raising of blooded
large quantity of milk is sent from the e. part to N. Y. by the Harlem R. R.
stock receives considerable attention.**
mills,

1

Ilarts Village,

2 sawmills, a spoke factory, and 28 dwellings.*^
incorp., but is now a
employs 2 teachers, and has an average

The Rhinebeck Academy was formerly

private institution.
of 100 pupils.

It

who was appointed first postmaster
has since been discontinued.
with his son, Henricus,
in May, 1047 and with them came a number of poor families,
who afterward settled in this town. Among the first families
were those named Sipperly, Kipp, Pink, Schmidt, Shoptown,
2

Named by

In 1849.
8

The

Geo. Pink,

p. o.

Wm. Beekman came from Germany
;

Backman, and

This house was built of stone, and was used as a fortress in
early times. The brick used in the chimneys were brought
from Holland. It is now owned by A. J. Hermance, Esq.
6 About 1800 this church divided, by mutual consent of the
members ; one branch located at Rhinebeck and the other at
Kedhook. The first baptism on record is that of John Schmidt,
April 5. 1730.
« Fred.
Henry Quitman father of Gen. Quitman, of the Mexican War was for several years pastor of this church. He was
born in the Duchy of Cleves, Westphalia, iu 1760, and died in 1832.
*

—

—

near the center, contains 2 grist(p.o.,) 2 mi. e. of Harts

' Ref. Prot. D..
Xuth., Prot. E., M. E., and Bap. at Rhinebeck, and Luth. at Monterey.
8 This town was included in the Great Nine Partners
Tract.

*

Formerly Thompsons Pond.

1" An immense
spring of pure cold water near this place has
considerable local notoriety.
u Orthodox Friends, Hicksite Friends, Christian, Bap., and

M.

E.

12
13

Elseffer.

(p.v.,)

Mabbettsville,"

i<

This town constitutes a portion of the Beekman Purchase.
2 M. E., Friends, and Christian.
This town is mostly comprised within the Great Nine Part-

ners Tract.
16 Saral.
Thorn, of Thomdale, 1 mi. w. of Four Corners, is e»'
teneively engaged in raising the short horn Durham cattle.
His herd of 70 head, valued at $70,000, is the most valuable one
in America.
16 A mill was built at this
place about 1760, and is supposed to
have been the firs! in town.
1' Named from J as.
Mabbett,a former proprietor.
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near the e. line, 2 churches and 10 dwellings,
Village, contains 12 dwellings, Liitligo^v, (p.o.,)
(Washington p.o.,) 2 mi. s. of Harts Village, a boarding school,^ 2 churches, and
15 dwellings, and L.ittle Rest, (p. v.,) in the s. e. part, 2 gristmills and 15 dwellings.
HollO^v (p. v.) is on the line of Pleasant Valley.
is a hamlet.

Mechanic,

Four

Washington

Corners

There are 4 churches in town.^

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Dutchess County.
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Mamifactures, of
Valuation op 1858.

Acres of Land.

POPtlLATION.

Schools.

1

S

HAKES OF Towns.

I
Ametiia

Beekman
Dover
East Fishkill
Fishkill

Hyde Park
La Grange
Milan

17,090
22,52Si
18,370^
18,056i

Northeast

Pawling
Pine Plains

19,U7*Jf

14,235
17,454i
15,810j
1,176J
19,423
17,387i
26,067
12,000i
31,671

Pleasant Valley
Poiighkeepsie

Poughkeepsie

g

City.

Redhnok
KLiuebeck
Stanford

Union Vale
Washington
Total

ft,

6,859

17,709
13,003
19,635
17,4S2
22,511
25.G72

Clinton

I

SI"

366,359J

$1,113,550
544,432
511,195
902.455

4,227
4,429
9,1S7
7,455
4,210
5.410

876,426
2,164,463
1,321,925
940,209
472.307

3a63
5,049
6,193i
9,773J
3,941
2,594
5,118

85

770,020
602,993
612,687
626,970
1,179,940
2,177,940
1,913.974

a.

$274,750
177,550
206,830
206,713
367.307
1,265,057

340.600
247,020
128,576
126,400
271,950
179,305
157,200
333,350

436,572

1,925,282
409,500
504,603
237,479
70,530

1,134,555

271,500

98.1041: -21,170,239

7,701,502

2.725
4.379
5,514
2,S75i
4,977

1,853.905
1,013.721

Bush, or Okain.

III
429

Amenia
Beekman

317
658

Clinton

283
599

Dover
East Fishkill
Fishkill

1,059

Hyde Park
LaGrange
Milan
Northeast
Pawling
Pine Plains
Pleasant Valley....

Poughkeepsie
Poughkeepsie City

Redhook
Rhinebeck.
Stanford
Union Vale

Washington
Total

,

642
552
506
455
337
407
476
660
439
654
652
661
326
717

S

1,111
1,111

1,592

4,.547

796

2,027

905

1,359
1,285
1,681
1,646
1,366
1,166

2,985
1,480
2.750

824
899
853

873

§

3,418
4.916

1.151

678

7,497
2,689
5,723

1,067
1,819

2,142
1,242

264
962

880

1,157

1,308

602
1,698

3,103
1,276
2,806
2,671
2,171
2,113
2,300

911

711
698
607
48

900

1,666
1.563

2,738

1,002
1,268

1,479

1,602
207

300
830
336
361
272
269
495

948
818
882
897
699
938
1,561
6,827
1,855
1,538
1,094

2,436

701
611
446
300
610

736
1,419
30,997

9,705

10,081

»>

^

e

I-

5

1,283
1,737
1,291

1,330
4,520
1,261

250
169
282
161
239
568
238
235
231
193
280
150
362
256
933
292
335

12
5
11
12
11

13
7

14
10
14
10
8

11
9
11
7

204
305

12
15
9
13

5,984

214

SOI

21,446

Agricultueal Products.

NAME3 OP Towns.

h]

701
900
954

28,871,741 29,638

Live Stock.

409
269
390
282
495

1,119

$1,388,300
721,982
718,025
1,109,168
1,243,733
3,429,520
1,662,525
1,187,229
600,883
896,420
874,943
791,992
784,170
1,513,290
4,103,222
2,323,474
2,358,508
1,251,200
507,102
1,406,055

2,077
1,259

2,117
1,896
2,329

4,619
9,597
24,747
2,050
13,694
19,718
16,535
23,988
24,405
10,903
3,061i
14,914i
21,487
11.183

592

504
3,151
2.141

2,204
2,155
4,152
1,192
3,432

1,680 12,116
693 3,177
1,870 8,037

ilO,829 19,542124,584 73,687 42,986
1

25,302
17,155i
25,614
7,538i
16,430

e

63,812
5,109
49,042
3,422
73,791
3,324
36,077
4,464
75,237
5,770
104,357
7,003
48,993i 3,867
73,818i 4,a42
48.244i 3,049
74,939
3,475
30,146i 5,210
46,61 8i 2,369
65,097
3,720i
59,730i 3,610
4.672
354
53,721
5,729
47,830i 5,09Si
109,180
4,256
45,099J 3.146J
121,898i 6,660

Daibt Pboducts.
"S.

so

"S a,

g.s

CUBH

14,716
7,530
9,715
9,632
12,318
6,779
5,703
6.129
11,486
18.273
18,099
11,005
6,942
4,072
1,335
10,742
9,699
14,503
6,481

20,339

15,435
6,868
6,184
4,431
6,990
3,227
11.147

6,156
7,716
31,511
7,999
6,319
5,938
1,137

830

14837
13.257
24,898
11,392
30,821

85,055
66,565
122,844
65,951
150.087
105,548
93,550
89,460
90,916
62.825
89,460
39,990
106,785
48,058
1,350
67,900
75,065
126,019
57,614
156,553

9,866
5,497

636
3,840

864
200
720
100
1,782
8,259

950

105
183
328
140
139
48
155
506i

106

5,188

293,534 l,232,305i 83,878i 205,498 216,593 1,681,595 54,119 3,193

1 The Nine Partners
Boarding School was founded at this
place in 1796, by the Friends' Yearly Meeting. A farm of 100
afres is attached to it, and it has a cash endowment of $10,000.
It is devoted to the education of the children of Friends in indi-

gent circumstances, and for many years it bas had an average
attendance of 100 pupils.
2 An Orthodox and a Hicksite Friends at
Mechanic, and a
M. E. and Prot. E. at Lithgow.

ERIE COUNTY.
This county was formed from Niagara, April 2, 1821. It lies upon
Lake Erie and Niagara River, on the w. line of the State, is cenfrom Albany, and contains 1,071 sq. mi. Its
trally distant 253 mi.
surface is level in the n., rolling in the center, and hilly in the s.
TonaA
flat, and much of it marshy, lies along
region perfectly

wanda Creek, and

occupies the greater part of the n. tier of towns.

This low region is bounded on the s. by a limestone terrace, 20 to
60 ft. high, extending from Black Rock e. through the s. part of
Amherst, Clarence, and Newstead.
nearly level region, extend-

A

and
ing s. from the summit of this ridge, embraces the city of Buffalo
the towns of Chicktowaga, Lancaster, and Alden, and terminates in
the rolling region which occupies the entire central part of the co.
in the center and s. have a general n. and s. direction, and rise gradually toward the s., their
the valleys, 900 to 1,000 ft. above Lake
summits
attaining an elevation of 200 to 300 ft. above
highest
The highlands are divided into several distinct ridges by
Erie, and 1,400 to 1,600 ft. above tide.^
the valleys of Cazenove and Eighteen Mile Creeks. The slopes of the hills are generally long and
the streams are very steep.
gradual but in some places the banks immediately bordering upon
The land along the lake in the n. is low and level, but in the s. it rises in steep banks to a height
of 20 to 50 ft. Niagara River, the outlet of Lake Erie, forms a portion of the w. boundary of the

The ridges

;

current flows at the rate of 2^ miles per hour. Grand Island, commencing about 5 miles
two nearly equal branches. Squaw, Strawberry, Rattlesnake,
Tonawanda, Beaver, and Buckhorn Islands, also in Niagara River, are within the limits of this
CO.

Its

below

Bufl"alo, divides the river into

The river is navigable
Tonawanda Creek''' forms

CO.

to the

head of the rapids, about 2 mi. above Niagara

Falls.

in a tortuous course through a
dam, 4| ft. high at its mouth, furnishes slack water navigation for the
low, marshy region.
Erie Canal for about 10 miles. Its principal branches are Murder and Ellicott or Eleven Mile
Creeks. Buffalo Creek^ enters the lake at Buffalo City, its estuary forming the harbor. Its
It flows

the N. boundary of the co.

A

—

—

from the s. The other
principal t^-ibutaries are Cayuga Creek, from the n., and Cazenove Creek,*
all
principal streams are Little Buffalo, Eighteen Mile,* Big Sister, and Cattaraugus Creeks,
flowing into the lake, and the last forming the s. boundary of the co.

The lowest rocks are those of the Onondaga salt group and these are succeeded by the hydraulic,
Onondaga, and corniferous limestones. The central part of the co. is occupied by the Marcellus
and Hamilton shales, and the summits of the southern hills are covered by the rocks of the
Portage group. The rocks of the salt group occupy nearly all the low land below the limestone
terrace.
They are covered so deep with drift and alluvium, however, that they have but little
influence upon the surface, and can never be profitably quarried for commercial purposes. Hydraulic limestone of an excellent quality crops out along the n. base of the limestone terrace, and
The terrace is composed of Onondaga and corniferous limestone and
is extensively quarried.
along its whole extent are numerous quarries, furnishing an abundance of lime and building stone
Numerous sulphur springs are found near the n. base of the terrace. The
of excellent quality.
;

;

shales of the central and southern parts of the co. are generally covered with a thick deposit of
and are only visible along the margin of the streams. These rocks furnish an inferior kind

drift,

of building stone, but are not otherwise valuable.
The soil in the n. is generally a stiff, clay loam interspersed with beds of marl and muck further
The southern hills are covered with
S. it is a clay and gravelly loam resting upon limestone.
;

1 The followinj;: heights have been obtained from the
surveys
of the proposed Buffitlo & Pittsburgh R. R. :—
South Wales, 507 ft. above Lake Krie.
"
Holland Village, 699 ft. "
"
Sardinia (aummit), 891ft, «
"
"

Coucord(

The
the

hills
R. R.

),92iJft."

generally rise to about 200 feet above the grade of

Seneca, Ta-no'wan-deh, meaning, "at the rapids or ripples,"
or pi-rhaps more nearly literally, " at his rapids."
' On a
map made in 1S04 by Joseph KUicott, agent of the
Uellaud Land Company, this stream is laid down »s '-Tos-e-o2

way" Creek. In an ancient Indian

treaty

it is

called "Te-ho-se

ro-ron."
*

Named from Theophilus

Land Company.

Cazenove, agent for the Holland

6 The Seneca name is "Gaah
gwdhge-gH-aah," literally, "it was
the re.sidence of the Gaah-gwah people." Leaving off the .•iiffi.x
for the past ten.se, the name is "Gaah-gwah-:_'6h," liteiallv,
'•
Gaah-gwah" place or residence. The Gaah-gwah Indians, or
Eries, who formerly resided in this region, are supposed to be
the Neuter Nation spoken of by early French writers and sometimes called Cat Indians. The remnant of them now living
beyond the Mississippi are called Quawpaws.
£i9
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consisting of clay

drift,

and gravel.

The

of the valleys

soil

is

generally a gravelly loam and

alluvium.

The principal pursuits in the N. are grain raising, and in the s. stock and wool growing and
The hilly regions are much better adapted to pasturage than tillage. The people of
dairying.
Buflalo and Tonawanda are mostly engaged in commerce and manufactures.^
The courthouse, situated on the corner of Clinton and Ellicott Sts.,
is the county seat.^
a substantial brick building, containing the court and jury rooms, the office of the co. clerk,
and most of the other co. offices.* The jail is a small stone building on the same lot. The Erie Co,
Buffalo

is

Penitentiary is located on Fifth St., in Buffalo. The buildings are 5 in number,
female prisons, the workhouse, the warehouse, and the superintendent's dwelling.

—the male

and

Prisoners are

received from Allegany, Chautauque, Cattaraugus, Wyoming, Genesee, Orleans, and Niagara cos.
The average number in confinement is 130.* The Erie Co. Poorhouse is located on a farm of 153
acres in the n. e. part of Buffalo.
There are 2 buildings,
proper, and the other for the accommodation of the insane.
supported at a weekly cost of $1.00 each.*

—one designed

for use as the poorhouse

The average number of inmates

is

300,

The principal works of internal improvement are the Erie Canal, the Rochester & Buffalo,
and the Lockport, Niagara Falls and Buffalo branches of the New York Central Rail Road, the
Buffalo, New York & Erie, and the Buffalo & Erie Rail Roads,* all terminating in the city of Buffalo,
and the Canandaigua & Niagara Falls branch of the N. Y. C. R. R., extending through NewA railroad from Buffalo to Pittsburgh is now in prostead, Clarence, Amherst, and Tonawanda.
A pier, lighthouse, and breakwater have been built at the mouth of Bufcess of construction.
falo Creek.'

With the exception of the Indian Reservation and the Mile Strip, along Niagara River, this co.
was all included within the Holland Purchase.* The Indian lands, containing 130 sq. mi. and
lying upon both sides of Buffalo Creek, at its mouth, were purchased in parcels, at different times ;
and the whole territory is now thickly settled. The first settlements were made at Buffalo, about
1794-95, and in other places within a few years after. The generous outlays made by the Hol-

land

Company

in the construction of roads, bridges, mills, &c. led to a rapid occupation of all the
On the morning of the 30th of Dec, 1813, a British force of about 1,000

best lands in the co.^

men

crossed over from

Canada and captured Black Rock and

Buffalo.

The American

stationed at these places were superior to the British in point of numbers
not qualified for command, and a large share of the militia fled upon the

;

but the

forces then

officers

commencement

were

of the

village of Buffalo was burned in retaliation of the wanton destruction of Newark,
by the Americans under Gen. George McClure, (then of Steuben co.,) a short time
before.^"
The finishing of the Erie Canal and of the N. Y. Central R. R. tended greatly to develop
the resources of the co., and to convert Buffalo, its chief city, into the greatest commercial place
action.

The

in Canada,

on the upper lakes.

The

first

newspaper in the

co.

was established

1

See pages 285.
s
By the act of March 11, 1808, erecting the co. of Niagara,
Buffalo was named the co. seat, on condition that the Holland
Liuid Company deed to the county not less than half an acre of
land for a site for the public buildings, and erect thereon a
courthouse and jail. The company complied with these conditions, and erected, in 1810, a wooden courthouse and a stone
In the mean time the courts were held at the house of
jail.
Joseph Landon. The courthouse was burned by the British in
1813. Soon after the close of the war, a new one was erected
on Washington St., fronting La Fayette Park. The first officers
of Erie co. were Sam'l Wilkeson, First Judge ; John G. Camp,
Sheriff; James L. Barton, Co. Clerk; andKoswell Chapin, Sur-

in 1811."

West Seneca, Hamburgh, Evans, and Brandt.

The Buffalo

&

Brantford (Canada) R. B. terminates opposite Buffalo.
' See
page 284.
8 See
page 321.
9 A
large .share of the later settlers of the co. have been Germans; and this class of people now constitute about one-fifth
of the entire population of the co. The population of several
of the towns in the immediate vicinity of Buffalo is almost
exclusively German.
10 The loss at Buffalo was
reported at 66 frame, 1 stone, and 2
brick houses, 16 stores and offices, 85 bains, and 15 shops, valued
at
Black
at
Rock, 16 frame and 11 log houses,
$190,000;
together
8 barns, and 5 outhouses, valued at $19,000; and at other places

20 frame and 67 log houses. 5 stores, 29 barns, .30 shops, Ac, worth
in 1850, at a cost of $18,000. $141,000.
Total, 3.34 buildings, worth $350,000, not including
under wliose supervision it was erected were the buildings of the Messrs. Porter. Albany Argus, April 22,
Albert H. Tracy, Ralph Plumb, and Timothy A. Hopkins.
1814.
* The
11 The
penitentiary lot contains 5 acres, and is enclosed by a
Buffalo Gazette, the first paper in the county, was comstone wall 14 ft. in height. The male prison is built of stone,
menced Oct. 3, 1811, by S. H. & H. A. Salisbury. It
was removed to Harris Hill in 1813, and back to Bufand the other buildings of brick. Four-fifths of all the convicts
In April, 1819, H. A Salisfalo in the spring of 1814.
are of foreign birth. They are maintained at an average weekly
expense of 65 cts., and are employed principally in the manubury became sole proprietor, and changed the name to
facture of harness findings, upon contract, the males at 20 The Niagara Patriot. On the erection of Erie co. in 1820 it was
cents per day, and the females at 15.
changed to
6 The
poorhouse was built in 1852, under the supervision of The Buffalo Patriot. It was successively under the editorial
It consi.sts of an oct.agonal
Silas Kingsley, at a cost of $:'.0.000.
charge of Wm. A. Cai-penter, Harvey Newcomb, and
center, 75 ft. in diameter, with 2 wings, each 80 ft. long by 40 ft.
Guy H. Salisbury.
wide; the whole 3 stories higli and built of stone. Of the in- The DaiU/ Commercial Advertiser was issued from the same
Soon after. Dr. T. M. Foote and B.
mates in 1857, 71 were lunatics and 11 idiots.
office, Jan. 1, 1835.
6 The main lines of the N. Y. Central and the Buffalo, N.Y.
A. Manchester became associated in the management
of the two papers and in Aug. 1838, the Aurora Stand& Erie R. Roads extend through Alden, Lancaster, and Chiekard was merged in them, and A. M. Clapp, its pubtow.aga; the Lockport & N. F. branch of the N. Y. Central,
lisher, became ona of the proprietors of the joint conthrough Tonawanda ; and the B. & State Line R. K., through

rogate.
8

The present courthouse was built

—

Tlie commissioners

—

;
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1853.

It lies

formed from Clarence, March 27, 1823, and a part of Marilla was taken off in
Its surface in the w. is level, and
e. border of the CO., n. e. of the center.

upon the

cern. In May, 1S39, they were united with the Buffalo
•lournal, and tho weekly was published as
Patriot
Journal, and the daily as
Tlie (hiiimercial Advertiser and Jimrwd, by E. U. Jewett & Co.
Tlie following year the daily appeared as

and

The

The Buffalo Commercial Advertiser,

;

was begun in IS'22 by Rev. Thomas
In 1823 Simeon Buntun, and iu 1820 Revs. L. S.
Everett, I'heophilus Fisk, and M. Tuttle, became proIn 1828 it was removed to Aubiu-n.
prietors.
The Black Rock Beacon was publiohed by L. G. Hoffman from
Tlie Gospel Advocate (Univ.)

Gross.

1822 to 1824.

The Buffalo Emporium was issued in 1824 by J, A. Lazelle and
Simeon Fr.ancis, and continued about 5 years.
The Black Rock Oazette was begun iu 1824 by Bartemus Fergu-

who

disposed of

it

to S.

11.

In

Salisbury in 1S25.

was removed to Buffalo, and its name changed to
The Buffalo and Black Rock Gazette. It was discontinued iu 1828.
The Black Rock Advocate was begun in Feb. 1826, and was published 1 year by Dan'l P. Adams.
The Western Advertiser, after an existence of 3 months, was
meiged in the Buffalo Patriot in the spring of 1828.
The Buffalo Republican was commenced in April, 1828, by W.
P. M. Wood. It was successively under the charge of
S. H. Salisbury & W. S. Snow, S. U. Salisbury, H. L. Ball,
Chas. Faxon & Jas. Stryker, and Chas. i'axon. Iu 1835
the Buffalo Bulletin was merged in the Republican, and
the Daily Star was bought by Faxon and continued
under its old name. Horatio Gates and W. L. Crandall
were successively editors. In Dec. 1838 the office was
burned and the papers were suspended but the weekly
was resumed by Quartus Graves in 1839. Jan. 1, 1842,
Henry Burwell, then proprietor, changed its name to
The Democratic JSconomist; and in Oct. following Joseph Stringman succeeded, and changed it to
The Mercantile Courier and Democratic Economist. In Feb. 1843,
1827

appeared as

The Buffalo Courier and Economist; and iu March as
The Buffalo Courier. July 1, 1846, it was united with The
Pilot, and
The Courier and Pilot^ A., tri-w., and w., was published by
Stringman, Manchester & Brayman. In Dec. it was

The

The

The
Der

Bethel Flag, and in 1846 united with the Sailors' Magazine,
of New York.
was published
Buffalonian, w. at first and d. afterward,
about a year; and in 1838 it was united with
1840 by T. L.
until
was
continued
This
Mercury.
paper
Nichols and R. Simpson successively.
and was
Geo.
in
1837
was
started
ZaUm,
by
Weltbuerper
published successively by liim, by his administratiTS,

and by Brunck & Domidion. In 1863 it was united with
The Buffalo Democrat, and took the name of

The Buffalo Democrat and AVelthuerger,

changed to

Buffalo Courier,
successively

its

present

title.

It has passed
Co.,

through the hands of Robt. D. Foy &

Seaver & Foy, Wm. A. Seaver, Seaver & Sandford, and
to J. H. Sandford, its present publisher.
The Buffalo Bulletin was issued in 1830, and was published by
Horace Steel 4 years, by James Faxon 1 year, and
was united with The Republican in 1835.
The Daily Star was commenced in 1834 by Jas. Faxon, and in
1835 it was united with Tho Republican.
Tlie National Pilot was started in Feb. 1845, by Manchester &
Brayman, and was united with The Courier in July,

;

soon after.

Der VoUs Schild was published by

summer
Tlie

Phalanx,

in 1828

by Rev.

was started in 1832 by Nathaniel Potand continued 1 j-ear.

T?ie Philanthropist, mo.,
ter, jr.,

The Examiner, mo., (Unit.,) was published in 1833.
The Literary Enquirer, semi-mo., commenced Jan. 1,
published 2 years by

Wm.

1833,

was

Verrinder.

and w., commenced in Aug. 1835, by Henry
Faxon, was continued only 6 months.
The Young Men's Temperance Herald was started in 1835 by A.
P. Grosvenor & E. B. French, and continued 1 year.
The Daily Enquirer, The Daily WIdji, and The Loco Foco were
campaign papers issued in 1835.
The Buffalo Spectator (Presb.) was started in 1836 by J. & W.
Butler, and continued 2 years.
The Bethel Magazine, mo., was commenced by the Bethel Society
in 1836. It was afterward changed to
T?ie Transcript, d.

H. Singer during the

w.,

was published 6 weeks

in 1840

by

C.

Meyer.
March, 1841, by Rev.

J.

The Western Literary Messenger, semi-mo., was

started in July,
1841, by J. S. Chadbourue. C. D. Ferris, Jesse Clement,
Chas. Faxon, and E. R. Jewett, at different times, were
interested in its publication. From 1842 it was published weekly until 1857, when it was discontinued.
Bannister's Life in Buffalo was published a few weeks in 1841
by N. H. Bannister.
The Suhltme Patriot, semi-mo., was published during the winter
of 1841-42 by T. J. Southerland.
The Buffalo American was started in 1842 by T. Foster & C. F.
Butler, and continued 1 year.
The Old School Jeffersmnan and The Daily

Gazette were published from 1842 to '43 by Charles Faxon.

The Temperance Standard was published in 1842 by H. H.

&

Salisbury

The

School Reader

W.

A. M. Olapp.

was published

aljout 3

months

in 1842

by A.

Wilgus.

Prescott's Telegrajih was published in 1842 by W. Prescott.
The Buffalo Gazette, d. and w., was started in 1843 by H. A.
Salisbury, B. A. Manchester & J. 0. Brayman, and con-

tinued 3 years.

The Freimiilhige (German) was started Jan. 1843, by Alexander
Krause & Adolphus Meyer, and continued 2 years.
The Telegraph, da. and w., (German,) was started in
Nov. 1845, by H. B. Miller. Louis Tickers, Adolphus
Hilman, and C. Essellen have successively had the editorial charge. It is now published by P. H. Bender,
and edited by

C. Essellen.

The Buffalo Medical Journal and Monthly
Review of Medical and Surgical Sci-

ence was started in June, 1846, by Dr. Austin Flint.
In 1853 Dr. S. B. Hunt became associated in its management, and in 1855 its sole proprietor. In 1858 it passed
into the hands of Dr. Austin Flint, jr., its present pro-

Hyde.

tinued 2 years.

and

Tlie Western Preshyterian was issued in
C. Lord, and continued 1 year.

The Buffalo Herald,

(Presb.,) edited by Rev. Randolph Stone in
1831, only reached its second number.
in 1832 by Benj. Clark, and con-

F.

of 1840.

D. Ferris.

J. B.

The Gospel Banner was begun

d.

The Buffalo Garland was published in 1840 by Geo. W. Bungay.
Honest Industry was published in l'^40 by Dr. Daniel Lee.
The Volksfreund (German) was published in 1840 by Adolphus

1846.

Th& Warning, semi-mo., was published

d.

and w., by which title it is now published by Bruuck,
Held & Co.
The Buffalo Democrat (German) was started in 1850 by Chas. de
llaius
and in 1863 it was united with The Weltbuerger.
The Sun, d. and w., was issued in tho winter of 1838, and was
published 1 year by Abraham Densmore and E. II.
Eastabrook successively.
The Moon, a penny daily, was issued during the summer of 1839.
Bristol's Gazette and Herald of Health, mo., was commenced in
1839 by C. C. Bristol. The next year it appeared as
Bristol's Gazette, and was discontinued in 1842.
The Friend of Yoidh, mo., was started in 1839 by Rev. A. T.
Hopkins, and was publislied 1 year.
The Buffalo Sentinel, d. and w., was published during the summer of 1839 by Thomas Newell.
The Morning Tattler, d., was started in 1840 by Langdon,
Fouchette & Shaeffer. Its name was changed to
Tlie Morning Times, by J. S. Walker, and it was discontinued

it

;

it

The

and under

these titles the papers are still published, nnder the
Since ISoC a semieditorial charge of Dr. S. B. Hunt.
weekly Commercial Advertiser has been issued.
T!ieNia(/ara Journal was established in July, 1815, by David M.
Day ; and in 1820 its name was changed to
The Buffalo Journal. In 1834 it passed into the hands of E. J.
Roberts, and in 1835 it was suspended.
The Buffalo Whig was established in 1834 by D. 51. Day and in
1835 it was united with the Buffalo Journal, and appeared as
The Buffalo Whig and Journal. Jan. 1, 1838, M. Cadwallader and
Dr. H. R. Stagg were associated with Day, and in Feb.
they issued
The Buffalo Daily Journal. In 1838 the establishment passed
into the hands of E. K. Jewett, by whom the papers
were united the following year with the Buffalo Patriot
and the Commercial Advertiser.

son,
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prietor.

The Western Cataract was started

in 1845 by L. P. Judson. Jas.
Dubois, W. B. Williams, and Chauncey Hulburt were
In
Jan.
editors.
1847, it was changed to
successively
The Western Temperance Standard, and was discontinued the
following year.
The Impetus was started in 1845 by E. W. Spaulding, and continued 6 months.

The Morning Express was started .Tan. 14, 1S46, by A. M.
Clapp & Co. In 1855 The Daily Democracy was united
with Tho Express, and it appeared as

The

Bviffalo

Morning Express and Daily De-

by which name it is now published. A
weekly and tri-weekly edition are al.so issued.
d.
and
The Democracy,
w., was staited in May, 1854, by G. W.
Haskins. The Rough Notes was merged in The Demosoon
after; and in Aug. 1865, The Democracy
cracy
was united with Tho Express.
The Rough Notes, A., was started in March, 1852, by Geo. Eeesa

mocracy,
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gently undulating. It is watered by the head waters of Cayuga and Eleven Mile Creeks.
a deep, fertile, sandy, gravelly, and clayey loam. Alden, (p. v.,) a station on the B.
& N. Y. R. R., contains 2 churches and has a pop. of 285; Alden Center (p. v.) contains 1
church and 20 houses; and Mill Grove, (p. v.,) in the n. w. corner, \S houses. Alden
Settlement was commenced in
are stations on the N. 1''. C. R. R.
(Crittenden p. o.) and
in the

The

E.

soil is

Wende

the spring of 1810, by Moses Fenno.^ Rev. John Spencer conducted the first religious services,
in 1811. The first church (Presb.) was organized in 1813-14. There are now 6 churches in town.'

AMHERST^—was

formed from Buffalo, April 10, 1818; and Chicktowaga was taken off in
border of the co., between Clarence and Tonawanda. Its surfaee is
Eleven Mile and Ransoms Creeks flow across the town in a n. e. direction and Tonalevel.
wanda Creek forms its n. boundary. The soil is a sandy and clayey loam. Upon the land of
John Foglesonger, in the s. part of the town, is a very copious sulphur spring. A gristmill with
3 run of stone has been built on the stream formed by it. A ledge of limestone extends across
1839.

It lies iipon the n.

;

s.
part of the town, from which limestone is quarried in various places. Beneath this ledge is
a layer of hydraulic limestone, which is extensively quarried at Williamsville and burned for
waterlime. Williamsville,* (p-v.,) incorp. in 1850, is situated on Eleven Mile Creek, in
the s. part of the town. It contains 4 churches, an academy,* and several manufactories.® Pop.

the

In 1854 Bann & Cowan became proprietors, and the Tlie Atlantis, mo., (German,) brought from Cleveland,
same year it was united with The Democracy.
Ohio, to Buffalo in 1856, is edited by C. Esscllen.
The Western Evangelist (Univ.) was started in June, 1846, by The American Bights was published from Sept. 1864, to July,
Rev. L. S. Everett, and continued 1 year.
1855, by Geo. Reese k Co.
The Ambassador, (Univ.,) started the same year, was removed Tlie Age of Progress, conducted by Stephen Albro, was convmenced in 1864 and discontinued in 1858.
to Auburn in 1847.
T?ie Journal of Commerce, d., was started in 1847 by John W. The Zeitsclirift was published about 4 mouths in 1854 by Conrad
Jones, and continued 6 months.
d. and w., was started by Livingston, Albro &
Co., Jan. 26, 1847. Quartus Graves, Maynard & Welsh,
C. A. Kellogg, and C. C. Bristol were successively interested in its management. In 1857 The Buffalo Daily
Times was united with The Republic, and it was issued as

The Republic,

aud Times, d., tri-w., and
Guy. H. Salisbury is the present proprietor. A
campaign paper was published in connection with this
paper in 1856.
The Buffalo Daily Times was started in Aug. 1857, by the Times
Association ; and the next year it was united with The

Tlie Buffalo Republic
w.

Biir.

Zeiclien der Zeit,
Drexler.

mo.,

In 1858

was started in June,
Ade became

T. Gottlieb

1855,

by

its editor.

The Home has been published since Jan. 1856, by
Boadle.
The Buffalo Allegemeine Zeltung, w. and

E. F.

semiw., was started in May, 1856, by Frederick Reinecke,
the present publisher.
The Buffalo Patriot, d., (German,) was published during the
campaign of 1856 by Voght & Jung.

Das Historische Zeitblatt und Iiiterarlscher

mo., was started in May, 1857, by Conrad
present publisher.
was started Jan. 1, 1859, under the
editorial charge of Mrs. H. E. G. Arey and Mrs.

Anzeiger,
Biir, its

Republic.
Der Freie Demokrat was published in 1848.
The Wool Grower and Magazine of Agriculture and Horticulture,
mo., waa started in 1849 by T. 0. Peters, and continued

The Home Monthly

untU 1852.
The Daily Queen City, a penny paper, was started in 1860 by G.
J. Brj-an.
The title was changed in 1852 to
Tlie Buffalo Kveuing Post) under which name it is

The Inventor's Advertiser was published at Buffalc by Thos. P.

The

The Aurora Standard was started at East Aurora Aug. 1, 1835,
by A. M. Clapp. In 1838 it was removed to Buffalo and
merged in the Buffalo Commercial Advertiser.
Tlie Springville Express was commenced in May, 1844, by Edwin
Hough, and continued until the fall of 1848.
The Springville Herald was established in May, 1860,
by E. D. Webster; and in Dec. 1856, it passed into the
hands of J. B. Saxe, its present publisher.
The American Citizen was started at Springville in Feb. 1856, by
Lucius C. Sanders, and continued nearly a year.
The Tonawanda Commercial was stai-ted at Tonawanda in 1846
by Sylvester Uoyt, and continued about a year.
Tlie Niagara River Pilot was commenced at Tonawanda in 1853
by Packard & Foxlonger. In Aug. 1856, it passed into
the hands of S. 0. Hayward, by whom, in Nov. 1857, it
was changed to
The Niagara Frontier, under which name it is still

now published.
Buffalo Christian Advocate
John E. Robie. In 1867

it

Btarlid in July, 1851, by Conrad Bar ; and in 1854 T.
Andr. A. Grabau, its present editor, assumed its charge.
Bulletin was started in 1851 by
F. Rodgers,
and continued 9 months.
Tlie Youtli's Casket, mo., was started in 1851 by Beadle
& Vanderzee. It is now published by Robt. Adams.
The American ililUr was published in 1851 by
C. Hughes.
The Evangelical Christian was published in 1851 by Geo. Stanbro

Wm.

The Sunday

Wm.

&Co.

Celt and Catholic Citizen was brought from Boston, Mass., to Buffalo in June, 1852, and continued until
May, 1853, when it was removed to New York.
JtMe HomCBopath and Dicetetischer Hansfreund was started in
1852 by Conrad Biir, an'l continued 1 year.
was started in 1862 by Bnmck, Held & Co., and
Sonntags

The American

BUM

continued 1 year.
Visitor

waa

started in 1852

by Reed & Moore, and

continued 1 year.

The United States Mail, mo., was published in 1852 by Jewett,
Thomas & Co.
The Buffalo Daily Ledger was published a few months in 1852
by T. Richardson.

The Pathfinder was published in 1852 by Charles Faxon.
Tlie Sunday Herald was published about 3 months in 1853 by
Geo.

How.
The Aurora Democrat was established at West Aurora in Oct
1835, by Deloss E. Sill, pubUsher, and continued about
1 year.

was started in Jan. 1860, by
was changed to
The Advocate, under which name it is now published.
Common Sense was published in 1850 by D. P. StUe.
Die Aurora, w. and semi-w., was started in 1850 by Christian Wieckmann, its present publisher.
Das Kircliliclie luforiuatorium, semi-mo., was

The Sunday

Gildersleve.

W. Weeks.

The. School and House Friend, semi-mo., (German.) was started
in March, 1853, by Conrad Bar, and continued 1 year.
TheLihrary and Garden Wiis puljlished in 1853 by D. S. Manly & Co.
Tlie Buffalo Catholic Sentinel was started in June,
1853, by Michael llagan, its present publisher.
Slustrirte Abend SchuU, semi-mo., was pubUshed in 1854
Rev. C. Dichlman.

by

published.

The Mental Elevator was published a short time in the Seneca
language.
Among the first settlers were .Joseph Freeman, John Eastabrook, Wm. Snow, and Arunah Hibbard, who came in 1810;
Saml. Slade, James Crocker, Saml. Huntington, and Jonas Stickney, who came in 1811; and Wm. Dayton, who came in 1812.
The first birth was that of a daughter of Arunah Hibbard; and
the first death, that of Polly Cransaky, in 1812. John Rogers
built the first sawmill, in 1813 or '14, and the fir.iit gristmill, in
1817. Amos Bliss kept the first inn, aud Seth Eastabrotik the
The first school was taught by Mehefirst store, both in 1816.
tabel Eastabrook, in 1815.
2
Bap., Presb., Evang. Luth., M. E., and 2 B. C.
3 Named in honor of Lord Amherst, commander of the
1

English forces in America in 1759-60.
4 Named from Jonas
Williams, one of the early settlers.
6 The Williamsville Classical Institute.
The whole number
of students for the year 1857 was 222.
6 A
gristmill, a sawmill, a tannery, a furnace, a broom factory,
a chair factory, and a waterlime mill, the last producing 3,000
to 6,000 bbls. of hydraulic cement per year.
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Eggcrtsvillc, Cetzville, East Amberst, and Westwood arc p. offices. The
was made in 1804, by Timuthy S. Ilopkius and Elias llansom, from Great Barriug-

lirst settleinent

ton, Mass.^

There are 9 churches in town.^

AURORA—was

formed from Batavia, as " Willinh," April 11, 1804. Its name was changed
co.) were taken off in 1808, Buffalo in 1810, ConIt
cord, Hamburgh, and Eden in 1812, Holland and Wales in 1818, and a part of Elma in 1857.
Its surface is rolling in the N. and hilly in the s.
in
the
co.
a
central
position
occupies nearly
The
The hills are gradual slopes, and their summits are 150 to 300 feet above the valleys.
The
soil is gravelly loam in the valleys
its branches.
Creek
and
are
Cazenove
streams
principal
and clayey among the hills, ll'illink, (p. v.,) incorp. Dec. 29, 1849, is situated on the e. branch
of Cazenove Creek, in the n. part of the town. It contains 2 churches and a woolen factory and
has a pop. of 365. East Aurora, (p. v.,) about 1 mi. e. of Willink, contains 2 churches, an
academy,' and several manufacturing establishments. Pop. 360. West Falls, (p. v.,) on the
Clarence and Cambria (Niagara

April 15, 1818.

,

w. bank of Cazenove Creek, in the s. part of the town, contains 1 church, 2 sawmills, a gristmill,
and about 30 houses; and Griflius 31illS, (p. v.,) on the same stream, near the center of the
town, contains 1 church, a saw^nill, a gristmill, and 25 houses. The first settlement was made in
the fall of 1803, by Jabez Warren, Henry Godfrey, and Nath'l Emerson.'' The evidences of ancient
Indian occupation were plainly visible upon the advent of the whites.^ The first church (Bap.)
was organized with 16 members, in 1810, by Elder Irish. There are 7 churches in town.^ ExPres. Millard Fillmore and Hon N. K. Hall, Judge of Supreme Court and Ex-P. M. Gen., were
for some years residents of East Aurora.

BOSTOHf —was

It is an interior town, lying s. of the
5, 1817.
upland, broken by the valley of the n. branch of Eight-een
Mile Creek, which flows n, w. through near the center of the town. The valley of this stream is
about three-fourths of a mile wide. In this valley the soil is a fine, fertile loam, and upon the
hills it is a gravelly and clayey loam.
Boston, (p. v.,) on the n. branch of Eighteen Mile

c«nter of the co.

formed from Eden, April

Its surface is a hilly

Creek, contains 3 churches, 2 gristmills, 2 sawmills, a tannery, a cow-bell factory, and 40 houses
Boston Center, (Patchin p. o.,) on the same stream, contains 2 churches, a sawmill, and 20
houses; and IVortll Boston, (p. v.,) 1 church, a gristmill, a sawmill, and 20 houses. The first
;

was made by Didemus Kinney, in 1803.' The first religious
by Rev. John Spencer, in 1810. There are 7 churches in town.*
settlement

BRAIUDT*—^was

formed from Collins and Evans, March

25, 1839.

services

were conducted

It lies

upon the shore

The surface is generally level, with a gentle inclinaErie, in the s. w. corner of the co.
tion toward the lake.
Cattaraugus Creek forms a part of the s. boundary. The other principal
Lake

of

streams are Big Sister, Delaware, and Muddy Creeks. The soil is generally a gravelly loam
intermixed with clay. Brandt (p. v.) contains 20 houses. Mill
(Farnham p. o.)
Mill Station on the B. & E. R. R., and contains 30 houses. The first settlement
is the
was made in 1817, by Moses Tucker.^" The first religious services were conducted by Benj. Olm-

Branch

Saw

sted, in 1820.

A union church is the only

one in town.

1
Among the early settlers were Wm. Maltbury, Jonas WilJames Harmon, Horatio Kelsey, Seth Canfield, Enos A.
Armstrong, and Jas. Harris. Ttie first sawmill was built in 1801,
Thomson; and the first gristmill, by Wm. Maltbury, in
by
1S08. Elias Ransom kept the first Inn, in 1S05, and Juba Storrs

liams,

&

Co. the first store, in 1812.

2
and
I5ap., Disciples, M. E., and Germ. Cath. at Williamsville,
2 Evang. LutU., Free, Mennonite, and K. C. in other parts of the
town.
8 The Aurora Manual Labor
Seminary was chartered Oct. 18,
18.33 ; and in 1838 its name was changed to the A urora Academy.
The manual labor department was long since abandoned.
4 These were followed by Joel and John Adams, Tabor Earlle,
and Humphrey Smitli, in 1S04, and Wm. Warren, Thoa. Tracy,
Christopher Stone, and Luther Uibbard, in 1805. The first birth
was that of Orra Warren, in Dec. 1805; and the first death, that
of a daughter of Humphrey Smith, in 1800. Phineas Stevens built
the first sawmill, in 1806, and the first gristmill, in 1807. Gen.
Wm. Warren kept the first inn, in ISOU, and Adams & Hascall
the first store, in 1808. The first school was taught by Mary
Eddy, in 1806.
6 Two
were fortified by cirhills, in the N. part of the town,

cular breastworks, in many places 6 to 8 ft. high. Human
bones, of almost giant size, have been dug up near the fortifications; and pieces of pottery and iron axes have been found in
the vicinity. Letter of Rev. Aslier Wriylit. In 1809 an ancient
copper plate, 12 by 16 inches, covered with letters or hleroglyphics, was plowed up upon the laud of Ephraim Woodruff,

—

Aurora the finders, not knowing Its value as a specimen of
antiquity, converted it into a dipper and skimmer. Turner's
Hoi. Pur., p. 668.
6 2
Presb., Bap., Cong., M. E., Univ., and R. C.
' Oliver and Charles Johnson settled in the town in
1805, and
Richard Gary and Sam'l Eaton in 1807. The first birth was that
of Phinney Johnson, in 1806 the first marriage, that of David
Stannard and Esther Yaw, in 1810; and the first death, that of
Joel Beebe, in 1809. Ethan Howard built the first mill, in 1810,
Job Palmer kept the first inn, in 1811 and Aaron J. Tupper tho
The first school was taught by Joel
first store, tho same year.
Eddy, in 1810.
in

:

—

;

;

8

Bap., Eree Will Bap., Evang. Luth., Friends,

Prot.,

M.

E.,

Meth.

and Univ.

Named from Col. Joseph Brant, the Mohawk chief. His
Indian name was " Tha-yan-da-nec-gah," said to signify " wood
9

partly burned," or "a brand;" and as the Indians are unable to
distinguish d fiom t in their pronunciation, it became Brant.
Asfirr Wright, Missionary at the Cattaratigus Reservation.
10
John, Robert, and Major Campbell, and John West, settled
in the town in 1808, and Ansel Smith, Robt. and Wm.Grauuis,
and Benj. Olmsted, in 1819. Tho first birth was that of a son of
John West, in 181S; the first marriage, that of Levi Graunis
and Leah llallida, in 1819; and the first death, that of Matthew
West, in 1822. The first mill was built by Sam"l Butts, in 1822;
the first inn was kept by Josephus Hubbard, in 1826; and the
Julia Bradley taught tho
first store, by Milton Morse, in 1S35.
first school, in 1823.

—
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Feb.

8,

formed as a town from Clarence,
Amherst was taken off in 1818, and Tonawanda
Buffalo Village was incorp. April 2, 1813, re-organized
and again in 1822, and incorp. as a city April 20, 1832,

1810.^

in 1836.
in 1815,

by the addition of that part of the Mile
and North Sts. By the provisions of a
new charter, granted April 13, 1853, the then town of "Black
Bock" was included within the city limits. The city lies at the
E. extremity of Lake Erie, extending nearly 10 mi. along the
lake shore and the upper part of Niagara River, and occupies an
area of about 40 sq. mi. The principal streams are Big Buffalo
and Scajaquady^ Creeks, the former emptying into Lake Erie
and the latter into Niagara River. The principal business part of the city is on the lake shore
around the harbor. The .land in this locality is low, and was once considered "an irreclaimable
morass but it is now densely covered with substantial warehouses and large stores, intermingled
with factories, foundries, mechanics' shops, and dwellings."*
The site rises gradually, and attains in one or two places an elevation of about 100 ft. but the
the
greater portion of the area occupies an extended plain of an average height of 50 ft. above
On the "Buffalo Plains," and along the river at North Bufifllo, are extensive quarries of
lake.
limestone, furnishing an excellent building material.* The city is regularly laid out, and the
streets are broad and straight. The flagging and paving are done in the most substantial manner,
and are kept in excellent repair.® The main part of the city is supplied with wholesome water
from Niagara River by the Buffalo Water Works Company. The reservoir, situated on Niagara
between Connecticut and Vermont Sts., is 88 ft. higher than the river, and has a capacity of
13,500,000 gallons. The water is elevated by two force pumps, each of a capacity of 235 gallons,
and is distributed through 31 mi. of pipe.' Lower Black Rock is supplied by the Jubilee Water
Works with water obtained from the Jubilee Springs. It is conducted through wooden pipes,
There are 5 post-ofi6ces in the city, Buffalo, North
of which there are more than two miles laid.*
Buffalo, Buffalo Plains, Red Jacket, and Black Rock.
The harbor of Buffalo is formed by Big Buffalo Creek, along which for more than a mile is a
with

its

limits enlarged

Strip Reservation'^

s.

of York

—

;

;

—

A pier extends from the s. side of the harbor 1500 ft. into the lake,
forming an effectual barrier against the encroaching sands, which everywhere on the lake have a
tendency to accumulate on the w. side of piers. At its extremity is a lighthouse.® The Erie
Canal enters the city along Niagara River, from which it is separated by a seawall, and extends
southward to near the mouth of Buffalo Creek, and thence eastward to Hamburgh St. The Erie
Basin, just n. of the mouth of Buffalo Creek, protected lakeward by a breakwater, and the Ohio
Basin, about one and one-fourth mi. from the mouth of the creek, containing an area of 10 acres,
continuous line of wharves.

are both connected with the harbor and canal and are sufficiently deep to float the largest lake
ship canal more than a mi. in length extends along the w. side of Big Buffalo Creek

A

vessels.^"

parallel to the shore of the lake.

connected by numerous
Pittsburgh

—

is

This canal, the basins, the Erie Canal, and the harbor are all
and another the Buffalo &

Six railroads terminate in the city
in process of construction."
slips.

The city of Buffalo was taken off in 1832, and Tonawanda in
The village of ''Black Rock," in this town, was incorp.
April 24, 1837, and receives its name from the color of the rock
which outcrops at the ferry landing. The remaining part of the
town was organized as Black Rock, Feb. 14, 1839; and in 1853 it
2 gee
was annexed to the city.
p. 280.
3 Named from an Indian of that
name, and pronounced Ska1

1836.

joc'quad-da.
4
Buffalo City Directory, 1858.
6 The
pier, the breakwater, the arsenal, St. Joseph's Cathedral,
and many of the most substantial buildings in the city, are in
part or wholly built of this stone.
6 Thei'e are 251 mi. of located streets within the
city limits,
375 mi. of paved streets, 205,000 line or feet of stone sidewalks,
and 108 mi. of plank walks. There are 1,960 street lamps in
the city, lighted by gas furnished by the Buffalo Gas Light Company. The present cost of the street Improvements is estimated
at $2,000,000 and the aggregate of taxes for local improvements
in 1857 was $356,913.
^ The Buffalo Water Works
Company was incorp. March 15,
1849. The original cost of the works was $400,000 and $65,000
of the earnings have been expended in extending the works.
Connected with them are 320 street hydrants, and 20 underground reservoirs, having an aggregate capacity of 407.850 gal.
8 The Jubilee Water Works
Company was organized in 1827,
with a capital of $20,000. At one time the company had 16 mi.
;

;

—

;

of wooden pipe laid, fully supplying Black Rock and a part of
Buffalo but, while the increase of population created a greater
demand for water, the supply from the springs diminished, and
in 1845 the citizens of Lower Black Rock purchased the works
and confined the supply to their own village.
» The
lighthouse is built entirely of stone and iron. It is 44
The
ft. high, 26 ft. in diameter at its base, and 12 ft. at the top.
molehead upon which it stands is 160 ft. in diameter and has a
water.
The
pier and
depth of 15 ft. below the surface of the
lighthouse were completed in 1833. It is furnished with a first
class dioptric Fresnel apparatus.
lii
These basins were constructed by the State as parts of the
great system of internal navigation but their sites were furnished by the city. The Erie Basin cost $300,000, and the Ohio
Basin $60,000. They were commenced in 1848 and finished in
1868. Vessels driven by storms and failing to gain an entrance
to the harbor find a capacious and sheltered retreat in the harbor of Black liock, formed by a mole from Bird Island to Sqii^w
Island, a distance of 2915 5'ards. This, with the islands, forms a
harbor 4,665 yards long and from 88 to 220 yards wide, with an
area of 136 acres. Besides affording an exceedingly convenient
harbor, with an average depth of 16 feet, this work secures a
water-power of about 4^ ft. A ship lock Is constructed at its
foot
and it is on the line of the Erie Canal.
11 Besides
these, 6 plank roads, a macadamized road, and a
turnpike terminate in the city.
;

;

—

;
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the second commercial city of the State, and the largest and most important upon th«
Its situation at the foot of navigation upon Lake Erie and at the western terminus of
the Erie Canal makes it the principal port for the transhipment of the products of the great grain
of the greater part of thfe
region of the Upper Mississippi Valley, and gives to it the command
commerce of the lakes.^ The number of entries at this port during the year 1857 was 4,017, with

Buffalo

is

great lakes.*

an aggregate of 1,618,672 tons; and the number of clearances was 3,564, with an aggregate of
it is estimated
1,603,134 tons.' The exportation and importation by canal is also immense;* and
" The
1 It is often called " The Queen City," and
Queen City
of the Lakes."
2 The amount of
grain received in 1857 was 15,443,778 bush.,
and of flour 925,411 bbls., of which 15,348,930 bush, of grain and
The same year
845,9.53 bbls. of flour were received by lake.
there were received by lake 29.799 head of cattle, 75,174 hogs,
and 44,972 sheep. The following table shows the imports, by
lake, of flour and grain for a series of years
:

Year.
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that the vahie of merchandise and property transported 1 y b. r. is greater than the entire amouni
of the lake commerce of this port.^ About one-fourth of the shipping of the lake is owned by the
citizens of Buffalo.^

is

Shipbuilding

extensively carried on.'

The manufactures

of the city are

extensive and various.*

The principal public buildings are the Custom House, Fort Porter, the State Arsenal, and the
The Custom House, on the corner of Seneca and Washington Sts., is a handsome
city markets.
and well built structure, containing, beside the custom house office, accommodations for the post-office
It was constructed, at a cost of $140,000, from designs furnished by the U. S.
S. courts.
Treasury Department.* Fort Porter, built in 1842-48, is a fortification on the bank of Niagara
River at the point where it emerges from Lake Erie. The State Arsenal, erected in 1858, is a
massive stone building fronting on Batavia St.® There are four large markets, conveniently located

and the U.

in different parts of the city.'

The Public Schools of the city have long enjoyed a deservedly high reputation. They are carefully nurtured through the operations of an enlightened public sentiment, and are so excellent iu
all their departments that scarcely any other elementary schools are supported or needed.
They

The third department is an
are thoroughly graded, consisting of three general departments.
advanced school for the whole city and in it a complete academic course, excepting the classics, is
There were, in 1857, 32 school districts, employing 189 teachers, 24 males and 165
taught.
females.
The number of children, between 4 and 21 years of age, was 28,000, of whom 15,593,
or a small fraction more than 55^ per cent., were in attendance some portion of the year.^
The Buffalo Female Academy, a flourishing institution, situated on Delaware Avenue, was opened
;

for students in July, 1852.'
1

The amount

head of
2

by R. R. in 1857 was 78,404
and 72,496 sheep.
in Buffalo, as shown by the

of live stock received

cattle, 232,375 hogs,

The amount of shipping owned

custom house books,

is

as follows

Vessels,

:

—

—
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The Buffalo Medical College, on the corner of Main and Virginia Sts., was organized in Aug. 1846,
under the charter of the University of Buffalo. A course of lectures is given each winter; and
the students are admitted to the hospital of the Sisters of Charity, on stated days, during the visits
of the medical and surgical officers.
The Buffalo Mercantile College, on the corner of Main and Seneca Sts., was established Oct. 10,
Its object is to impart a theoretical and practical knowledge of business transactions.
1854.
The Buffalo Commercial College, on Main St., is an institution similar in character to the Mercantile College.

—

The Buffalo Law Library Association, incorp. April 2, 1833, capital ^10,000, in shares of $100
was formed for the purpose of securing the benefits of a professional library beyond the

each,

—

reach of private means.
The Young Men's Association was established in the winter of 1835-36, and incorp. in March,
It has a library of about 10,000 volumes, and a reading room, which is well supplied with
1843.
papers from most of the principal cities of the Union. During the winter months lectures are
maintained by the association.
The
The German Young Men's Association was organized in 1841 and chartered in 846.
works.
2000
German
about
contains
volumes,
mostly
library

The Young Men's Christian Union was established in May, 1852, and incorp. March, 1853. It
has for its object the moral and intellectual improvement of young men. Its library and reading
rooms are in Kremlin Hall, at the junction of Niagara and Erie Sts.
The Young Men's Catholic Association and the Buffalo Catholic Institute are societies similar
to the preceding.

The Buffalo Medical Association was formed in 1845 and incorp. "in 1856. Its objects are
purely scientific and professional, and its membership is confined to the medical profession of
the county.
The Mendelssohn Association, organized Jan. 1858, has for its object the improvement and cultivation of vocal and instrumental music.

The Deutsche

Leidertafel

and the Deutscher Saengerbund are German

societies of

a similar

character.

The Buffalo Orphan Asylum, located on Virginia St., was organized in 1835 and incorp. April
The site was donated by Louis S. Le Couteulx, and the present building was erected
in 1850.
The average number of inmates is about 80.
The Buffalo Female Orphan Asylum, on the corner of Batavia and Ellicott Sts., was established
in 1848, under the care of the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph. The present number of children
24, 1837.

is

98.

The Buffalo Hospital of the Sisters of Charity, on Virginia St., was incorp. July 5, 1848. The
building contains 20 wards, and the average number of patients is 130.
The Buffalo General Hospital was incorp. Nov. 21, 1855, and went into operation in 1858. It
was founded by individual donations, amounting to $20,000, and a State appropriation of $10,000.*
The Lying-in Hospital, on Edward St., is under the charge of the Sisters of Charity,
The Buffalo City Dispensaiy, a society of physicians, was organized to afford gratuitous medical
services to the destitute.

The Association for
from $1,500

the Relief

of

the

Poor disburses among the needy each winter sums ranging

to $8,000.

The Firemen's Benevolent Association was incorp. March 23, 1837, and has for its object the
accumulation of a fund for the relief of indigent and disabled firemen and their families.
Charitable Fund Association was organized in 1858, to provide means
and relief of the widows and orphans of medical men.
A M. E. church was founded in Buffalo, in 1809, by the Rev. Jas. Mitchell but it had no permanent organization. The oldest church now in the city (1st Presb.) was organized Feb. 2, 1812,
by the Rev. Thaddeus Osgood. The next established were a Prot. E., Bap., a M. E., and a Univ.
There are now 57 churches in the city.* Most of the church edifices are large and commodious
and many of them are of a high order of architectural beauty. St. Joseph's Cathedral (R. C.) is

The Buffalo Physicians'

for the assistance

;

;

1 This
hospital is located on High St., and is a two story brick
structure, 160 ft. long by 75 ft. wide. The w. wing only of the
general plan is finished; but that is complete in itself, and has
4 wards, capable of accommodating 100 patients.
2 14 R.
C, 8 Presb., 7 Prot. E., 7 M. E., 6 Bap., 4 Ger. Evang.,
8 Luth., 2 Ref. Prot. D., and 1 each Asso. Presb., French Prot.,
Cnit., Univ., Mission, and Bethel. The K. C. Church of St. Louis,

in this city, has been prominently before the
refusal of its trustees to convey their church
bishop, and the extraordinary but ineffectual
the Roman pontiff to induce obedience to this
Cardinal Bediui visited America, having this

public from the
property to tha
efforts

made by

order. In 1853
as a prominent

object of his mission ; but the trustees were inHexible,
continue the owners of their property.

and

still
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St. Paul's^ and St. JoJiu's, (Prot.
the largest and most costly in the city.^
E.,) and the North and
Central Presb. churches, are elegant and substantial structures.
The earliest notice of the site of the city of Buffalo is found in the travels of Baron La Hontan,

who

A-isited this locality in

1687.*

No

white settlers located here until after the American Revo-

A village

of the Seneca Indians lay on Buffalo Creek, about 3 mi. from its mouth.
In
March, 1791, Col. Thos. Proctor, U. S. Commissioner, visited "Buffalo Creek," as this village was
then called, on an embassy to the Indians. The locality around the mouth of the creek was then
lution.

—

—

"Lake Erie," and Cornelius Winney, an Indian trader, resided there.* The place -was
"
by La Rochefoucault Liancourt, a French nobleman, who says that at the post
on Lake Erie there was a small collection of four or five houses."^ Buffalo was laid out by the
"
agent of the Holland Land Company in 1801, and was called by them New Amsterdam."^ Settlement was commenced at.Black Rock in 1807.' In 1808 " Neio Amsterdam" was made the county
and its name was then changed to Buffalo. In 1812 it became a military
Beat of Niagara co.
called

visited in 1795

;

In Dec. 1813, a party of British and Indians crossed over from Canada, defeated the American forces, and fired the villages of Black Rock and Buffalo. Only two dwelling houses were left
post.

The rebuilding of the village was not commenced until 1815. Buffalo had from the
a formidable rival in Black Rock. While the mouth of Buffalo Creek was obstructed by a
bar, Black Rock possessed an excellent harbor and monopolized the infant commerce of the lake.
The " Walk-in-the- Water," the first steamboat on Lake Erie, was built at Black Rock in 1818. The
construction of Buffalo harbor was commenced in 1820, by the citizens f and in 1827 the General
Government assumed its completion and built the present pier and lighthouse. The Erie Canal
was finished in 1825 ; and from that time to the present Buffalo has increased in wealth and population with the characteristic rapidity of the cities of the West.^"
standing.^

first

CHICT AWAIIG A "—was formed from Amherst, March 22, 1839 and a part of West Seneca
was taken off in 1851. It is an interior town, lying n. of the center of the co. The surface is
The principal streams are Eleven Mile, Cayuga, and Slate Bottom Creeks The soil is a
level.
heavy, tough clay. Cliicta\Tauga and Four Mile Creelt are p. offices. The first settlement was made by Apollos Hitchcock, in 1808.'^ There is but 1 church (R. C.) in town.
;

formed from " Willinlc," (now Aurora,) March 11, 1808. Buffalo was
It lies upon the n. border of the co.,
in 1823, and Lancaster in 1833.
A limestone terrace about 50 feet high, with a wall-like
E. of the center.
Its surface is level.
The streams are Tonafront facing the N., extends e. and w. through the center of the town.
wanda Creek, on the n. border, and Ransoms Creek, flowing n. w. through near the center of
the town. The soil in the N. part is clayey, and in the s. a sandy and gravelly loam underlaid by

CliAREXCE—was

taken

off in 1810,

Alden

ft. long, 86 ft. wide in the body, and 120
ceiling is 75 ft. high, the roof outside 90
The
foet,
finished, will be 220 ft. high.
spire,
windows are all of beautiful stained glass, the larger ones in
scenes
and
characters.
The
trisacred
figures representing
partite window above the altar represents the birth, cruciand
in
ascension
of
This
window
was
executed
Christ.
fixion,
Munich, at a cost of $5,000.
2 This church was erected at a cost of about
It
has
$100,000.
a chime of 10 bells, which cost $15,000.
3 La Hontan recommended to the French Government the
erection of a fort at this place.
i Winney's house
undoubtedly the first erected in Buffalo

1

The cathedral

at the transept.

and the

is

236

The

when

—

—

streets are laid where it will either be impracticable or useless
to open them soon. It may, notwithstanding, be useful now to
contemplate, in the plans of towns, what wUl be necessary arrangements a century hence. Such plans on record, while for

the present they can be productive of no harm, may prevent
those aberrations from order that might hereafter be a cause
of much inconvenience; and, without being governed by extravagant calculations, no doubt can be entertained that the
future importance of this place will justify extensive views in
the projection of its arrangements." The village, like Lewiston,
Oswego, Salina, and Fort Covington, was patented in small
parcels.

8 See
p. 280. In 1825, Congress made an appropriation of
stood near where the Washington St. Canal Bridge now is.
$80,000 to compensate the inhabitants for the losses incurred by
6 Besides Winney, Johnston, the British Indian
interpreter, this disaster.
9 The sum of
Martin Middaugh and his family, and his son-in-law, Ezekiel
$1,861.25 was raised by subscription, and a loan
Lane, resided here at that time; and in 1796 Asa Ransom, Jesse of $12,000 was obtained from the State. A pier, extending 80
Joe"
''Black
were
also
and
here.
rods
the
Skinner kept an inn,
into
lake, was built, and a lighthouse erected upon the
Skinner,
land.
The Superior the second steamboat launched upon
and Winney anA'- Black Joe," an Indian store.
6 The
streets
were
named
was
built at Buffalo in 1822.
from
Erie
members
of
the
HolLake
principal
10 The
land Land Company. Main St. was called " WiUinks Avenue,"
population at different periods has been as follows
'^
1845
1830
St.
1810
Genesee
St.
"Busti
29,773
Schiinmdpennicks
Avenue,"
8,668
1,508
Niagara
1850
1835
42,261
1,060
19,715
Avenue," Erie St. ''VoUenhwens Avenue," and Church St. "Stad- 1814
In 1826 these names were changed by the 1820
1855
1840
74,214
nitzki Avenue."
2,095
18,213
trustees of the village. The business of the Holland Land Com- 1825
5,141
pany was transacted here for a short time previous to the open- The population of BLick Rock (now about 12,000) is included in
ing of their office at "Hansoms Grove," now Clarence Hollow, the returns of 1855 only.
11 This name was
in 1801.
given at the suggestion of Alex. Hitchcock.
T The surveyor general was directed (April 11, 1804) to
lay It is a corruption of the Seneca word "Jiik-cUyivaah-geh," signiout the land about Black Rock forming a part of the Mile fying " the place of the crab-apple tree," the Indian name of
This was ac- this locality.
Strip into lots and report to the legislature.
12
Among the early settlers were SamT Lasure, Roswell Judson,
cordingly done; and in his report the surveyor general stated
if
was
the
not
the
this
that
best,
his belief
only, place at Abraham Hatch, and Maj. Noble. The first birth was that of a
this end of the lake where a harbor of proper size could be child of Roswell Hatch, in 1810; and the first death, that of
From the earliest period the U. S. had desig- Franklin Hitchcock, in 1818. The first mill was built by Sam'l
constructed.
nated this vicinity as the site of a fortification. The report Lasure, in 1810 ; and the first inn was kept by Jesse Munson, in
dosed with the roUowing words: "It will be observed that 1815.

—

—

:

—

—

—

—
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Clarence HollO'lV, (Clarence p. o.,) near the s. e. corner of the town, contains 3
churches, the Clarence Academy,^ and a pop. of 400; Clarence Center (p. v.) contains 2
Harris Hill (p. o.) and ]¥ortli Clarence (p.o.) are
churches and about 40 houses.
limestone.

The

hamlets.

settlement

first

was made

The

Hollow in 1799, by Asa Ransom.*

at Clarence

census reports 7 churches in town.'

COliDEm*—was

formed from Holland, April 2, 1827. It is an interior town, lying s. of tha
The
surface is an elevated upland, rolling in the e. and hilly in the w.
w. branch of Cazenove Creek flows through the w. part of the town and is bordered by steep
The soil is a gravelly loam intermixed with clay. Colden,
declivities 150 to 200 ft. high.
a sawmill, a gristmill, and 34 houses; Glen'vrood, (p. v.,)
contains
on
Cazenove
Creek,
(p.v.,)
on the same stream, contains 1 church, 3 sawmills, 2 lath miUs, a tannery, and 30 houses. The

center of the co.

The

made

settlement was

first

by Richard Buffum.*

in 1810,

The Presbyterian,

at

Glenwood,

is

the

only church in town.

—was

formed from Concord, March 16, 1821. A part of Brandt was taken off in
The surface
It lies on the s. border of the co., w. of the center.
is a rolling upland, sloping gradually to the w. and descending abruptly to Cattaraugus Creek
the valleys. Cattaraugus Creek
upon the s. The summits of the ridges are 150 to 300 ft. above
forms the s. boundary of the town and the other streams are Clear Creek and its tributaries.
The channels of these streams are narrow and deep. The soil is a clayey loam on the uplands
Collins Center (p.v.) contains 1 church and 36
loam along the streams.
and a

COL.L.I1VS

1839, and North Collins in 1852.

;

gravelly

Taylors HoUo^v

houses.

town.*

The

first

is

settlement was

CONCORD—was
Sardinia were taken

a hamlet near the n. w. corner.

made

in 1806,

by Jacob

Taylor.''

Go'ivanda

lies partly, in this

There are 5 churches in town.*

formed from "WilUnk," (now Aurora,) March 20, 1812; and Collins and
1821. A part of Sardinia was annexed in 1822. It lies upon the s. border

off in

The surface is a rolling upland, with steep declivities bordering ui m Cattaraugus
Townsend Hill, the highest point, is nearly 1500 ft. above tide. The j^rinjipal streams are
Cattaraugus Creek, upon the s. boundary of the town, and its tributaries. Several small brooks,
forming the head waters of Eighteen Mile and Cazenove Creeks, take their rise in this town. The

of the CO.

Creek.

and in the n. a clayey loam underlaid by hardpan.
April 11, 1834, is situated in the s. part of the town, and contains
5 churches, the Springville Academy, a newspaper office, and several manufacturing establishments.' Pop. 953. Mortons Corners, (p.v.,) in the s. w. part, contains 1 church, 2 sawsoil in

the

s.

part

Springville,

is

a gravelly loam,

(p. v.,) incorp.

Wood^vards HollO'W

mills, a gristmill, and 20 houses.
ment was made in 1808, by Christopher Stone.^"

first

(p.o.) is a hamlet.

The

church was organized Nov.

first settle-

2,

1816,

by

There are 7 churches in town."

Rev. John Spencer.

EAST

The

HAMBURGH—was

A

formed from Hamburgh, as "MUcott," Oct. 15, 1850.
part
Seneca," was taken off in 1851. Its name was changed Feb. 20, 1852. It
The surface is a broken upland. Chestnut
is an interior town, lying near the center of the co.
an
of about 500 ft. above Lake Erie. The
in
the
has
elevation
land
the
town,
highest
Ridge,
of

West

Seneca, as

"

gradual slopes, broken by narrow ravines formed by the
branches are the most considerable streams. The soil is a loam,

declivities of the hills are generally

Smokes Creek and
gravelly in the n. and clayey
streams.

1

its

in the

East Hamburgli,

s.

Established as the Clarence Classical School in 1841,

J.

by
Hadley and R. Blennerhassett.
2 Asa Ransom was a man of considerable influence with the
Indians. They gave him the name of "0-wis-ia-n(Hif-squ<Miich,"
signifying "maker of silver," or "maker of silver money."
Gen. Timothy Hopkins settled in the town in 1797 Asa Chapman, Timothy James, Wm.Updegraff, Christopher Saddler, Levi
Felton, Abraham Shope, John Haines, and John Gardner, in
1801 Andrew Durnet, Geo. Shurman, Bera Ensign, and Jacob
Shope. in 1803; and Daniel Bailey in 1804. The first birth was
that of Harry B. Ransom, in 1801; and the first death, that of
Keyes, in 1804. Asa Ransom opened the first public house,
in 1801, built the first sawmill, in 1805, and the first gristmill, in
1806 Otis K. Hopkins kept the first store, in 1811. The first
school was taught by Rebecca Hamlin, in 1805.
3 3 Mennonitea,
Bap., Seventh Day Bap., Presb., and Union.
* Named fromCadwalladerD. Colden, then in the State Senate.
6 Thos.
Josiah
Brown, and L. Owen settled in the town
Pope,
in 1810, and Jesse Southwick, Richard Sweet, Nath'l Bowcn, and
Silas Lewis in 1811. The first birth was that of a child of Thos.
Pope, in 1811 the first marriage, that of Jas. Sweet and Charlotte Buffum, in 1810; and the first death, that of Nathaniel
Bowen, in 1812. Richard Buffum built the first mill, in 1810,
;

;

;

;

The

first

school

(p. v.,) n.

of the center of the town,

was taught by Mary Eddv,
6

1814.

in the winter of
See pag'e 194.

Joshua Palmerton, Stephen Peters, Turner Aldrich, and
Stephen Lapham settled in the town in 1810, and Stephen Wilbur and Sylvanus Bates in 1811. The first birth was that of a
'

son of -Aaron Lindsley, in 1810; the first marriage, that of
Stephen Peterson and Sarah Palmerton, in 1811; and the first
Jacob Taylor built the
Straight, in 1812
John Hanford kept the first store, in 1813,

death, that of
first mill, in 1812;

and Nathan King the
taught by John King,

first inn, in 1816.
The first schov,J wae
in 1815.
Christians, Friends, F. W. Bap., Presb., and Union.
9 A woolen
factory, 2 planing mills, a turning shop, a saw
mill, 2 gristmills, a tannery, a stone sawing mill, and a furnace
8

and machine shop.
W John Albro and John Russell settled in the town the same
year, Sam'l Cochrane in 1809. and Rufus Eaton, Joseph .\dams,
Alva Plumb, and David Shultiez in 1810. The first birth wag
that of Lucius Stone, in 1809; the first marriage, that of Jas.
Runnell and Anna Richmond, in 1813 and the first death, that
John Albro, in 1808. Anna Richmond taught the first
;

of Mrs.

school, in 1811.
11
Bap., F. W. Bap.,

19

M.

E., Presb., K.

C, Union, and Univ.
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contains 2 churches, 2 sawmills, and 40 houses.
Ellicott (p.
ment was made in 1803, by David Eddy, from Rutland, Vt.^
Friends, M. E., and Union.

o.) is

The

a hamlet.

first settle

There are 3 churches in town^

EDEIV—was

formed from "Willink," (now Aurora,) March 20, 1812. Boston was taken off
and Evans in 1821. It is an interior town, lying s. w. of the center of the co. Its surface
is hilly and broken in the e. and level in the w.
A ridge about 500 ft. above the lake extends
along the e. border. The principal streams are Eighteen Mile Creek and its branches. The soil
is a gravelly loam intermixed with clay.
Eden, (p. v.,) situated near the center of the town,
contains 3 churches, a sawmill, a stave and shingle mill, a tannery, and 63 houses Eden Valley, (p.v.,) on Eighteen Mile Creek, contains a gristmill, a sawmill, and 20 houses. Clarksin 1817,

;

burg'll

(p. 0.)

and

East Eden

(p. o.)

The

are hamlets.

first

settlement

was made

Benj., Joseph, and Samuel Tubbs.^ The first religious services were conducted
There are 8 churches in town.'
in 1812.

EEMA— was

formed from Lancaster and Aurora, Dec.

N. E. of the center of the co.

100

ft.

above the valleys.

4,

Bufi'alo

Wm.

by

Hill,

It is an interior town, lying
summits of the ridges being 50 to

1857.

Its surface is gently rolling, the

Big

in 1808,

by Rev.

and Cazenove Creeks flow through the town.

The

soil is

a

clayey luam in the n. and a gravelly loam in the s. Spring Brook, (p-v.,) on Cazenove
Elma^ (P-'f-) has several
Creek, contains 2 churches and several manufactories.* Pop. 300.
manufacturing establishments® and 34 houses and Upper Ebenezer 27 houses. The first
;

settlement was

made

in 1827,

by Taber

Earlle.^

There are 2 churches in town; Presb. and R. C.

EV AiVS*—was formed from Eden, March

23, 1821. A part of Hamburgh was annexed in 1826,
and a part of Brandt was taken oS" in 1839. It lies upon the lake shore, in the s. part of the co.
The land rises from the lake in a bluff 20 to 40 ft. high and the highest part of the town, near the
E. border, is 160 ft. above the lake. The streams are Big and Little Sister Creeks. The soil is a sandy
and gravelly loam intermixed with clay. Evan§, (p.v.,) situated on Big Sister Creek, contains 3
churches, a gristmill, a sawmill, a tannery, and about 45 houses; Angola, (p. v.,) on the same
Btrcam, is Evans station on the E. R. R., and contains a gristmill, a savrmill, and about 45 houses ;
;

IVortb Evans,

in the n. e. part of the town, contains 3 churches,
(p. v.,) on IJighteen Mile Creek,
a gristmill, a sawmill, a tannery, and about 40 houses; East Evans, (p.v.,) in the n. part of
the town, and Pontiac, (p.v.,) on Big Sister Creek, in the s. e. part, contain about 20 houses
The first settlement was made in 1804, by Joel Harvey.' There are 7 churches in town.^*
each.

GRAIVD ISEAXD —was

formed from Tonawanda as a town, Oct. 19, 1852. It is the n.w.
and comprises Grand, Buckhorn, and Beaver Islands, in Niagara River.
The soil
Its surface is nearly level, and a considerable portion of it is still covered with forests.
The people are principally engaged in
of the upper part is clayey, and of the lower part sandy.
grain raising and lumbering. Grand Island is a p. o. on the e. shore. There is no vUlage
on the island, although it is thickly settled along the shores. The first settlers were squatters,
who located soon after the War of 1812 and before it was decided to which Government the
island belonged.^^ In 1820, Mordecai M. Noah, of New York, conceived the project of forming a

corner town in the

co.,

Ezekiel Oook and Zenas Smith settled in the town in 1803,
C!olvin and Ezekiel and Banicl Smith in 1804.
The
marriage was that of Almon C. Laire and Lydia Sprague,
in 1808; the first birth, that of a son of Daniel Smith, in 1805;
and the first death, that of the same child, in 1806. Dan'l Smith
built the first mill, in 1807; John Green kept the first inn. in
1807, and David Eddy the first store, in 1809. The first school
was taught by Anna Eddy, in 1807.
2
Among the first settlers were John Marsh, Silas Este, and
Calvin Thompson, who came in 1809, and Daniel and Edward
Webster, in 1810. The first birth was that of Hannah Tubbs,
in 1809; the first marriage, that of David Doan and Anda Hill,
in 1815 and the first death, that of Jas. Welch, in 1812. Elisha
Welch built the first sawmill, in 1811, and the first gristmill, in
Wm. Hill kept the first inn, in 1814, and Fillmore &
1812.
Johnson the first store, in 1820. The first school was taught by
Rowena Plack, in 1812.
3 .3 Ref. Prot.
D., Bap., Evang. Luth., M. E., Presb., and R. C.
* 2
sawmills, a shingle and turning mill, 2 gristmills, and a
1

and Amos
first

;

tannery.
5

large elm tree near Elma Village.
2 planing mills, and a chair factory.

Named from a very

6 1
gristmill,

Timothy Treat, Isaac Williams, Willard and Jas. Fairbanks,
and Amasa Adams settled in the town in 18.'30. and Zima A.
Hemstreet, Abraham Taber, and Jacob Pettengill in 1831. The
first birth was that of H. Scott Fairbanks, in 1831; the first
marriage, that of Gould Hinman and Louisa Adams, in 1835;
and the first death, that of the wife of Isaac Williams, in 18.30.
Jlifl first mill waa built by
Eastabrook, in 1824; and the
'

inn was kept by Taber Earlle, in 1829.

first

the
8

first

Emily Paine taught

school, in 1831.

Named from David

E. Evans, agent of the Holland

Land

Company.
'

Fiek and

Worder

settled in the

town

in 1808,

Aaron

Salisbury and Aaron Cash in 1809, and Andrew Tyler and Elijah
Gates in 1810. The first birth was that of a daughter of David
Cash, in Jan. 1811 ; the first marriage, that of Whiting Cash and
Persis Taylor, June 28. 1815 and the first death, that of Jonathan Cash, in 1811. Henry Tuttle built the first mill, in 1817;
Joel Harvey kept the first inn, in 1806 and John Harris the
first store, in 1815.
HibThe first school waa taught by
;

;

bard, in 1811.
During the War of 1812 a party of British sailors and mariners
landed near Sturgeon Point, in the night, and commenced plundering the inhabitants. Judge Aaron Salisbury, then a young
man, seized his musket and started off alone to get a shot at
them. When he arrived they were retreating to their boats, and
an exchange of shots produced no damage on either side. They
started for the mouth of Eighteen Mile Creek, and he on foot
endeavored to get there before them; but they had landed

when he

arrived.

He

immediately commenced firing; and

they, not knowing how large a force was opposing them, retreated to their boats and speedily left. Here one man frightened away 100 and saved the inhabitants from plunder.
10 3
Bap., 3 Cong., 3 M. E., and R. C.
11 The
treaty of peace fixed the boundary between the two
countries along the principal branch of Niagara River. A dis
in
pute
regard to wUch was the principal branch was settled in
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an Ararat, or resting place,

for that scattered

and broken

people.*

formed from " WilUnJc," (now Aurora,) March 20, 1812. A part of
East Hamburgh in 1850, and a part of West Seneca, as " Seneca,"
in 1851. It lies on the shore of Lake Erie, near the center of the w. border of the co. Its surface
in the e. is rolling; but in the w. it is nearly level, with a gentle inclination toward the lake.
A
bluff averaging 50 to 100 feet high borders the lake.
The principal stream is Eighteen Mile
Creek. The soil is mostly a clayey loam in the s. e. corner it is gravelly. Whites Corners,
(p. v..) on the n. branch of Eighteen Mile Creek, in the s. e. part of the town, contains 5 churches,
a gristmill, a sawmill, a tannery, and has a pop. of 609 Water Valley, (p. v.,) on the same
stream, w. of Whites Corners, contains a woolen factory, a furnace, and 20 houses; Abbotts
Corners, (Hamburgh p. o.,) on the line of East Hamburgh, contains 2 churches, a sawmill, a
shingle mill, and 145 inhabitants. Big Tree Corners and IIaniburgh-on-tbc-L.ake
are p. offices. The first settlement was made in 1804, by Nathaniel Titus and Dr. Rufus Belden.'
There are 7 churches in town.*

HAMBITRGH'^—was

Evans was taken

off in 1826,

;

;

HOLiIjAIVD —^was

formed from "Willink," (now Aurora,) April

15, 1818; and Colden was
upon the e. border of the co., s. e. of the center. The surface is a high,
broken upland, divided by the valley of Cazenove Creek. The summit of the highland is about
900 ft. above Lake Erie. The soil is a gravelly loam, intermixed in some places with slate and
The valley of Cazenove Creek is very fertile. IloIIand, (p. v.,) on Cazenove Creek,
clay.
contains 1 church, several manufacturing establishments,* and 28 houses.
The first settlement
was made in 1807, by Jared Scott, Abncr Currier, and Arthur Humphrey, from Vt.^ There is

taken

off in 1827.

It lies

but 1 church (Bap.) in town.
Li

AXC ASTER —was formed from Clarence, March 20, 1833. A part of West Seneca was taken

off in

1851,

surface

mill
is

and a part of Elma in 1857. It is an interior town, n. e. of the center of the co. The
Cayuga and Eleven Mile Creeks are the principal streams upon them are several
The soil is a clayey and gravelly loam. Lancaster, (p. v.,) incorp. March 13, 1849,
on the N. Y.C. R. R., in the w. part of the town. It contains 6 churches, a bank, and

is level.

sites.

a station

;

several manufactories.''

Pop. 1,259.

BoTTmansville,

1818, by commissioners appointed respectively by the United
States and British Governments. While the matter was still
undecided, a large number of lawless persons— mostly refugees
from justice from both sides of the river squatted upon the
island, locating principally along the shores. Remaining for

—

some time unmolested, they began to commit extensive depredations upon the timber and finally they set up an independent
government and elected a full quota of municipal officers. In
April, 1819, the legislature passed an act authorizing the removal of these intruders. During the succeeding summer the
governor issued a proclamation commanding them to desist
from depredations upon the property of the State, and at once
;

A few obeyed the command but, seeing no active
demonstrations on the part of Government, they returned. In
of
the fall
1819, Gov. Clinton directed Col. Jaa. Cronk, the sheriff
of Niagara co., to call out a sufficient military force for the purOn the 9th of Dec. 1819, the
and
forcibly expel them.
pose
Osborne,
sheriff, accompanied by Lieuts. Benj. Hodge and
2 Serjeants, 4 corporals, and 24 privates, went to the island in
boats, manned by 20 boatmen, to carry into execution the orders
of the governor. Every facility was given the people to remove
with their effects; and the boatmen took them to either shore, as
they might elect. The military were divided into 3 parties a
vanguard, to read the governor's orders and assist in clearing
the houses ; a second party, to forcibly remove all property left
in the buildings ; and a rear guard, to burn the buildings and
Seventy houses were
complete the removal and destruction.
burned, and 150 people, consisting of men, women, and children,
were turned out shelterless upon the U. S. and Canada shores.
Two buildings, filled with grain, alone were saved. The
removal and destruction occupied 5 days and cost the State
re$568.99. A few families returned immediately, but did not
main.
1 In a memorial to the
1820
for
the
in
purchase
legislature
of the island, Maj. Noah explained his object; recounted the
persecution which his co-religionists in the Old World had suffered through many centuries; pointed out the benefits that had
resulted to Spain, Portugal, France, and Germany from the commercial enterprise and the capital of the Jews when allowed the
exercise of their rights; and painted in brilliant colors the
benefits that would accrue to the U. S. if his people could ex"
change the whips and scorns of Europe, Asia, and Africa for
the light of liberty and civilization" which this country afforded.
He estimated that there were 7,000,000 of Jews in the world, and
Vredlcted that, if the existence of an asylum of freedom were
to remove,

(p. v.,) in

the n. w. corner of the tovm.

made known, large numbers would be induced to emigrate. The
sanction of law was asked to give confidence to those who might
not otherwise be induced to remove. His attempt to gather the
Jews, like those before it, ended in day dreams. The European
rabbii refused to sanction the effort and Maj. Noah soon gave up
the attempt, leaving no trace of his " city" upon the island but
a monument of brick and wood. It bore, on a marble tablet, the
following inscriptions from Deuteronomy vi. 4
;

:

—

;

:

ARARAT,
A CITY OP REFCGE FOR THE JEWS,

Founded by Moedecai M. Noah, in flm month of TiZRl 5,586,
(September, 1825,) and in the 50th year of American Independence.

The monument has since tumbled down; and the schemes of
Noah have now scarcely a place in memory or a trace

Maj.

in history.

A Boston company was formerly extensively engaged in the
manufacture of ship timber upon the island.
2 Named from
Hamburgh, in Germany.
8
Benj., Enos, and Joseph Sheldon settled in the town in 1805,
and John Fox and Elisha and David Clark in 1806. Tho first
marriage was that of Ezekiel Cook and Anna Smith, in 1807.
Nath'l Titus kept the first inn, in 1804; and John Cumminga
bnilt the first mill, in 1805.
*
Bap., F. W. Bap., Evang. Luth., M. E., and R. C. at Whites
Corners, and M. E. and Presb. at Abbotts Corners.
is a
6 2
sawmills, a gristmill, and a tannery; the last named
out
large establishment, employing about 20 men, and turning
about 30,000 sides of leather per annum.
Har6
and
Ezekiel
and
Dan'l
McKean
They were followed by
Samuel
vey Colby the same year, and by Increase Richardson,
Miller, fheophilus Baldwin, and Sandford Porter in 1808. The
Joshua Parsons
first birth was that of Dan'l McKean, in 1808.
the first store, the
kept the first inn. in 1817, and Leonard Cook
same year. The first school was taught by Abner Currier, in

1808.
1

A

.

glass factory,

and a sawmill.

a bedstead

factory,

^ .„

a tannery, a gnstmill,
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contains 1 church and has a pop. of 196. To^wn L.ine, ITiuspear, and LiOOney^JIle
are p. offices. The first settlement was made in 1803, by Jas. and Asa Woodward.^ The first
religious services -were conducted
There are 8 churches in town.^
IML

by Rev. John Spencer,

ARIL<liA^ —was formed from Alden and Wales,
The

Dec.

at the house of Benj. Clark, in 1809.

2,

1853.

It is situated

near the center

Big Buffalo Creek crosses the s. w. corner but
the principal part of the town is drained by the head waters of Little Buffalo Creek. The soil in
the N. E. and s. w. is a sandy and gravelly loam but elsewhere it consists of clay and muck.
of the E. border of the co.

surface

is rolling.

;

;

situated near the center of the town, contains 3 churches, 2 sawmills, a shingle
235 inhabitants. The first settlement was made by Jerry and Joseph Carpenter, in

Marilla,
mill,

(P-'^->)

and
There are 3 churches in town; Disciples, M.

1829.*

E.,

IVEWSTEAD —^was formed from Batavia, (Genesee
was changed April

18, 1831.

It is the n. e. corner

and R. C.
co.,)

as "Erie," April 11, 1804; its name
co.
limestone terrace extends

town of the

A

through near the center of the town. North of this the surface is level, in many places marshy;
and the soil is a clayey loam intermixed with marl and sand. To the s. the surface is level, or
gently undulating, and the soil a sandy and clayey loam underlaid by limestone. The town is

A

watered by several small streams, the principal of which is Murder Creek.^
layer of hydraulic
limestone crops out along the terrace, and waterlime is extensively manufactured from it.
Akron/ (p. V.,) incorp. Oct. 1850, is a station on the Canandaigua & N. F. branch of the N. Y.
It contains 4 churches and several manufacturing estabC. R. R., near the center of the town.
Falkirk, 1 mi. e. of Akron, is a hamlet. The first settlement was made

lishments.'' Pop. 4G2.

The first religious society (M. E.) was organized in
in the early part of the present century.*
1807, with 12 members, at the house of Chai-les Knight, by Rev. Peter Van Nest and Amoa
There are 4 churches in town."

Jenks.

IVORTH

COL,L,IlVS—was formed from Collins, Nov. 24, 1852, as "Sliirley;" its name was
Its surface is
clianged June 24, 1853. It is an interior town, lying in the s. w. part of the co.
The town is watered by
rolling, the summits of the ridges being 200 to 300 ft. above the valleys.
The streams generally flow
the head branches of Eighteen Mile, Clear, and Big Sister Creeks.
through deep ravines bordered by steep declivities. The soil is a gravelly loam. Korth CollinS; (Collins p. 0..) in the N. w. part of the town, contains 2 churches and 34 houses. Sbirley.
(p. V.)

and

Langford,

Marslifield,

(p. o.,) in

(p. o.,)

the

s.,

in the n. e. part, 'Xe.'W Oreg'on, (p. o.,) in the e. part, and
are hamlets.
The first settlers were Stephen Sisson, Abram

Tucker, and Enos Southwick, from Warren
8 churches in town.^^

co.,

who moved

into the

town in

1810.^"

There are

SARDIIVIA —was

formed from Concord, March 16, 1821. A part of Concord was taken off
corner town of the co.
The surface in the e. part is gently rolling, and in
the w. hilly. Shepherd Hill, s. w. of the center, is 1,040 ft. above Lake Erie. Cattaraugus Creek
forms the s. boundary. In the e. part the soil is a gravelly loam, and in the w. it is clay underlaid by hardpan.
Sardinia, (p. v.,) in the s. e. part, contains 2 churches, a woolen factory, a
Protection is a p. o. The first settlement was made by
gristmill, a tannery, and 40 houses.
George Richmond, from Vt.^' The first religious services were conducted by the Rev. John SpenThere are 2 churches in town Bap. and M. E.
cer, in Feb. 1815.
in 1822.

It is the

s.

e.

;

the early settlers were Alanson Eggleston and David
Hamlin, who came in 1804, Joel I'arraalee, in 1805, Warren
Hamlin, in 1806, Wm. Blackman. Peter Pratt,
Kerney, and
Klisha Cox. in 1807, and Elias Bissell, Pardon Peckham, and
Benj. Clark, in 1808. The first birth was that of a pair of twins,
children of Zophar Beach, and the first death, that of a child
of Wm. Blackman, both in 1808.
Eobin.'ion built the first
Bftwmill.iu 1808; Ahaz Luce opened the first store, in 1810, and
Jos. Carpenter the first inn, in 1812. The first school was taught
by Freelove Johnson, in 1810.
« 2
Erang. Luth.. 2 M. E., Disciples, Ger. Meth., Presb., and R. C.
* Named from Mrs. Marilla Kogers, of Alden.
* hice Wilder. Cyrus Finney, and Rodman
Day settled in
the town in 1831. The fii-st birth was that of Sarah Finney, in
Oct. 1831. Jesse Barton built the first sawmill, in 1828, and the
Miles Carpenter kept the first store, in
first gristmill, in 1832.
1848, and the first inn, in 1850. The first school was taught by
1

Among

Sophia Day, in 1833.
"
s Called
See-un-gut" noise or roar of distant
tiy the Indians
The creek was named from the fact that about the
water.
time of the first setUement a white man was murdered upon
it, within the iircsent vilhige limits of Akron, by an Indian

vho waa conducting him

to

Canada.

6 Named from
Akron, Ohio, and the latter from a Greek word
" summit."
signifying
' 2
gristmills, 2 sawmills, 1 waterlime mill, 1 furnace and
machine shop, 1 planing mill, 1 stave and shingle mill, and a

tannery.
8
Among the early settlers were Otis Ingalls, David Cully,
Van de Venter, Sam'l Miles, John Felton, Charles Barney,
Aaron Beard, Robt. Durham, Tobias Cole, and Sam'l, Silas, John,
and Thomas Hill. Peter Van de Venter kept the first inn, in
1802, and Archibald Clark the first store, in 1809. The first
school was taught by
Keith, in 1807.
»
Bap., Presb., M. E., and R.C.
10 The first birth was that of Geo.
Tucker, in Ang. 1810; the
first marriage, that of Levi Woodward and Hannah Southwick,
in 1812 and the first deaths, those of two girls, twin daughters
of Stephen Sisson.
Stephen Stancliff built the first mill, in
1818 Stephen Tucker kept the first inn, and Chester Rose the
The first school was taught by Phebe
first store, both in 1813.

Peter

;

;

Southwick, in the summer of 1813.
11 2
Friends, 2 M. E., 2 R. C, Bap., and Cong.
12
Among the early settlers were Ezra Nott, Henry Godfrey,
and Josiah Sumner. Elisha Rice and Giles Briggs settled in
the town in ISIO. The first birth was that of Bay Briggs, in
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TONAWAIVDA—was
wanda

formed from Buffalo, April

the n. w. part of the
Creek and Niagara River. Its surface

off in 1852.

It lies in

16,

293
1836

at the angle

co.,

;

and Grand Island was taken

formed by the junction of TonaEleven Mile Creek crosses the x.

is generally level.
along Niagara River is clayey; in the interior it is sandy. Tonat^anda, (p. v.,) incorp. Dec. 3, 1853, is situated on the Erie Canal, at the confluence of Niagara
It has a good harbor,^ and is an important station on the
River and Tonawanda Creek.
B. & N. F. R. R. It is the western terminus of the C. & N. F. branch of the N. Y. C. R. R. It

The

part of the town.

soil

contains 5 churches, a newspaper office, a bank, an elevator,^ and several manufacturing establishments.' Pop. 1,257.* The first settlement was made in 1805.* There are 8 churches in town.®

WA1.ES —was

formed from Aurora, April 15, 1818 and a part of Marilla wag taken off in
near the center of the e. border of the co. Its surface is broken and hilly
and inclined toward the n. The principal stream is Big Buffalo Creek. The soil in the n. is
Wales Center, (p. v.,) on Big
a gravelly loam, and in the s. clay underlaid by hardpan.
of the town, contains 2 churches, a gristmill, a sawmill, and 40
Buffalo Creek, in the n.
1853.

;

It is situated

part

dwellings;

Wales, (p. v.,) on the same stream,
and South Wales (p. v.) contains

dwellings;
first settlement was

made

in 1805,

by Oliver

contains 1 church, a gristmill, a sawmill, and 30

a gristmill, a sawmill, and 25 dwellings. The
There are 3 churches in town; 2 M. E.

Pettengill.'

and a Free Will Bap.

W^EST SESfEC A —was formed,

"
as
Seneca," from Chicktowaga, Hamburgh and East HamIt is situated on
its name was changed March 25, 1852.
1851
Oct.
and
16,
Lancaster,
burgh,
the shore of Lake Erie, near the center of the w. border of the co. Its surface is gently unduThe streams are Big Buffalo, Cazenove, and Smokes* Creeks.
latino- in the E. and level in the w.
The soil is generally a sandy loam. The town is mainly settled by a society of German religionknown as Ebenezers, but who style themselves the "Community of True Inspiraists,
;

generally

on Buffalo Creek, contains a church, calico printing factory,
and 67 houses L.o>ver Ebenezer, on Cazenove Creek,
contains a church, sawmill, gristmill, tannery, and 50 houses; and IVe^v Ebenezer contains a
and 9 dwellings.
manufactory of cotton and woolen goods, an extensive dyeing works,
tion."*

IMLiddle

Ebenezer,

woolen factory, sawmill,

oil mill,

large

Reserve, West Seneca Center,
was made by Reuben
1811; and the

Sackett, in 1826.^°

;

and West Seneca are p. offices. The
There are 4 churches in town."

death, that ofa son of Henry Godfrey, in 1814.
mill, in ISll ; Geo. Richmond kept
Clark & Co. the first store, in 1816.
The
by Melinda Abbey, in 1814.
1
Large quantities of lumber are received at this port from
Canada and the Western States. The quantity re-shipped by
canal in 1S57 was, of timber, 841,011 cubic feet; of sawed stuff,
4,815,441 ft.; and of wood, 16,007 cords.
2 This elevator has a
storage capacity of 250,000 bush., and
facilities for elevating 2000 bush, per hour.
8 3
sawmills, 3 shingle mills, a planing mill, and a furnace and
first

Sumner Warren built the first
the

first inn, in 1811; and
first school was taught

machine shop.

* This is the
A
pop. of that part of the village in Erie co.
part of the village is across the creek, in Niagara co. ; and the
pop. of this is not known.
5 Alex.
Logan, John King, and John Hersey settled in the
town in 1805; Emanuel Winter, Jos. Haywood, Oliver Standard,
John Cunningham, Josiah Guthrie, Ebenezer Coon, Thos. Honnan, and Joseph Hersey, in 1806; Henry Anguish, in 1808; and
Frederick Buck, in 1809. Henry Anguish kept the first inn, in
1811, and Judge Wilkinson the first store, in 1823. The first
mill was built by
Osborne, in 1819.
6
Disciples, Evang. Luth., M. E., R. C, and Wes. Meth. at Tonawanda Village, and Evaug. Luth., M. E., and R. C. in other
parts of the town.
T Ethan and Wm. Allen and Jacob Turner settled in the town
in 1806, and Chas.and Alex. McKay, Ebenezer Holmes, and Wm.
Uoyt in 1807. The first birth was that of Wm. Pettengill, in
June, 1806. Isaac and Eli Hall built the first mill, in 1811 ;
Isaac Hall kept the first inn, in 1816; and Orsamus Warren the
The first school was taught by Jas. Wood,
first store, in 1824.
in 1811. In 1813 an Indian hatchet was found imbedded in a
tree at Wales Center, and in 1825 John AUen related the fol-

first

settlement

lowing circumstance concerning it. About the time of the first
settlement of Buffalo an Indian came to th.it place and exhibited
the skin of a white child, and boasted that he had murdered and
skinned the child for the purpose of making a tobacco pouch.

Truman

Allen, (brother of the narrator,) hearing the boa^t,
so enraged that he followed the Indian to Wales and
shot him. He buried the body and rifle in the sand, and stuck
the tomahawk into a tree, where it was afterward found as

became

above stated.
8 Named from an Indian who resided near its mouth and who
was an inveterate smoker.
9 This
community purchased 7,622 acres belonging to the Buffalo Indian Reservation in 1844, and commenced their settlements the same year. They are largely engaged in agriculture
and manufactures ; and their wares have obtained so excellent a
reputation that they find a ready market at Buffalo and elsewhere. They have a community of property, reside in villages,
and several families usually occupy the same house. They are
governed by a board of trustees; and their business is done
through an agent, who appears to have almost unlimited control

They are honest, industrious, and frugal and in
the contented and peaceful tenor of their lives they present a
model which might well be copied by some of the restless and
ambitious Yankee race.
10
Among the other early settlers were Artemus W. Baker,
John Q. Wells, Isaac Earlle, and Geo. Hopper, who located in
1828. The first child born was a daughter of Joe! Decker, in
Aug. 1828 and the first death, that of Peter Beal, in 1834. Geo.
E. Elderkin taught the first school, in 1839; Reuben Sackett
kept the first inn, in 1826; the Ebenezer Society, the first store,
in 1845 ; and Ballon & Tubell built the first mill, in 1837.
n 2 Lutheran and 2 Community of True Inspiration.
of matters.

;

;
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeliolders, Scliools, Live
and Domestic 3Ianu/actures, of Erie County.
Stock., Agricultural Products,
Valuation op 1858.

AcEEs OF Land.

Names

Schools.

of Towns.

^
I

I

II

la

Alden
Amherst
Aurora
Boston
Brandt

11,721
17,2981
19,3e3J
13,604A
7,6H6J

Buffalo City

10,612^
9,280i
17,770
9,716
18,174
23,950i
15,184i
15,261i

Chicktowaga
Clarence

Golden
Collins

Concord
East

Population.

Hamburgh

Eden
Elma"
Evans
Giand Island

Hamburgh
Holland
Lancaster
Marilla

Newstead
North Collins....
Sardinia

,

8,960
12,003
13,934J
6,153
1,513|
2,336i
6,4051
14,637
12,702

7,025
11,7431

340,307 i 253,344^

43,256,0.39

7,814

10,977
13,684
8,183
9,363
16,3031

14,408^
12,035i
14,6601
7,037i
19,491

,

,

,

652
11,886
8,3531
13,994

18,69U
16,032i
8,699i
14,538J
6,632

,

Tonawanda
Wales
West Seneca
Total

29,334,840
867,992
1,032,130
221,250

610,090
524,648
560,470
490,430
405.625
701,088
237,567
734,685
222,403
890,275
300,175
954,055
498,076
337,500
516,477
330,315
555,293

4,017
,

ft-

.3,7721

s

I

a.

$15,400
86,500
52,120
11,600
11,200
6.182,220
9,800
96,675
3,575
75,900
20,960
49,160
23,125
7,600
19,900

1,274,820
452,240
290,300
269,310

11,6921
17,080
8.170

14,400i

,

fi?

$643,985

a

^

1.361,320
504,360

1,230
2,565
1,872

1,174
2,553

301,900
280,510

908
570

35,517,060
877,792
1,128,805
224,825
685,990
545,598
609,630
513,555

37,561
1,314
1,695

861
523
36,653
1,212
1,558
672
1,012
1.396

$659,385

114,375
6,500
73,400
16,600
30,375
60,080
15,475
61,100
14,600
2,250

413,225
720,988
237,567
849,060
228,903
963,675
316,775
984,430
558,156
352,975
577,577
344,915
557,543

7,060,480

50,216,519

709
1,013
1,409
1,012
1,241

934
1,185

10,613 14,715
488
497
630
687

289
362
631
394
470

283
408
635
388
470

765
1.2.30

453
281
2,116

611
1,073

Colden

337
618
709
664
617

Collins

Concord
East

Hamburgh

Eden
Elma"
Evans
Grand

1,116

463
173
564
255

630

1,066

1,080

704

673

1,576

1,411

964
888

895

292
596
358
360
450
336
416

294
696
307
3b9
607
341
493

21,674 26,193

15,566

870
1,333
67,658

877
1,184
819
1,190

64,673

549
633
1,166

825
961
896
969
420

330
414

2,635

1,420

995

287
527

691

1,617

1,020

586
1,649

646
1,165

748
682
916
641
923
328

Daibt Pboducts,

1,191
1,016

1,8591

372'
776!
886;

852
914

688
1,149

3..3581

65,645
43,647*
84,964
22,974i
100,6771
45,981
66,294
43,499
65,540*
31,017

6,333*
1,002
6,208
3,041
4,439
1,821*
3,322
6,410
3,401
2,415
4.336
2,798

2,185
1,421
7,616
9,687
45,471
1,297
6,046
1,949J
3,7991
6,5151

5031

1,757

50,281

5,9.34

2,503;
8141

1.5.59

2,2411
4,047

1,2.33

603

789
332
588
896
824

3,547
3,173
6,3881

10,556
36,1701

,

,

Hamburgh
Holland
Lancaster.
Marilla

Newstead
North Collins....
Sardinia

Tonawanda
Wales

West Seneca
Total

I

ci.S

4,0291
2,020*
4,184
3,2721
2,606
2,697
5,905
5,7241

6,6231
4,3121

16,412
19,496
31,068
16,107
12,860
22,519
17,271
17,064
11,710
10,691
22,566
31,2561
20,371

5,853
8,740
17,985
10,997
5,391
2,970
5,743
30,864
3,819
16,866
17,3651
19,2541
14,121

55,421
69,605
111,094
66,135
55,737
15,400
64,139
86,743
54,205
78,736
98.115
110,120
112,660

13,922
9,928
21,119

11,138

94,069
23,420
102,800
77,850
80,300
43,394
107,777
103,429
95,645
26,920
112,155
30,260

4,000

loo

410
3101

15,095
115,645

1,186

82,282

1,403

4,960

890
42,000
586,384
460,881
38,500
36,455

769

681
1,184
1,562
1,541
2,0041
1,432J
1,868

9761

,

Island....

51.503

3j

05 a.

46,890
82,6161
77,611*
48,7631
23,2211
42,716
40,432J
99,576
27,7981
40,530
93,043
59,357*
59,4251

7281
1,975;

s

So

g

^

555

Buffalo
Clarence.

28,000

365
459
286

AGRIOnLTDRAL PRODUCTS.

S

1,004
1,033

Boston
Brandt

Chicktowaga

6,153

"Sv

«
Aurora

973
691
878

2,854

355

987
2,270

169

.

Bush, of Gkain.

Amherst..

395
727
678
298

759
311
211

384
90
385
260
794
257
486
340
328
323
S29
602

1,058

483

Names of Towns.

Alden

469
1,016

452
161
550
265

1,194

1,385

Live Stock.

469
951
733
310
196

1,793

614
129
780
485
908

1,384

846|

489
638

779

1,125

337

616

1,051

1,252
1.576
1.874

574
71
465

675
282

1,007

1,187

558|
l,494i
50S!

9,0571
22,235

1,668

48,700
1,432
1,484
19,818
5,119
7,154

9581

816
697
888
688
824

534
1,.546

603

1.5,845

7,107
31,934
7,779
20,553
19,992
18,811
8,991
15,431
20,392

148
11,170
10,761
13,520
1,118
20,726
12,506
10,266
2,179
12,229

470

27,626

40

6871

23,380
7,907
3,130
2,904
4,190
515,804
28,470

2,137*

37,860

1,3471

270

702
397
2,251
3,329

175
30

'
'

'

16,983 25,608 29,831 65,085 24,791 263,792i 1,358,349
«

Formed

since 1855.

98,011i 445,3501 266,195

1,866,132 2,038,392

26,664

ESSEX COUNTY.
This county was formed from Clinton, March 1, 1799, and a
corner was taken off in the erection of Franklin co. in 180S. It
lies

upon Lake Champlain, in the

N. E. part of the State

;

is

cen-

trally distant 100 miles from Albany, and contains 1,926 square
It ia by far the most broken and mountainous county in
miles.

the State.
With the exception of a narrow strip of level land
along the shore of Lake Champlain, nearly the whole co. is of an

Alpine character.
High, rocky peaks, and immense mountain
masses, abounding in wild, broken crags and stupendous precipices, and separated by narrow ravines and deep gorges, form the

With the exception
general characteristics of the landscape.
of the Black Mountain, of North Carolina, and the White MounHampshire, the mountains of this co. attain a higher elevation than any

tain group, of New
others belonging to the great Appalachian system; and, taking into consideration their great
number of lofty peaks, they surpass in magnitude all other groups e. of the Mississippi. The
mountains seem thrown together without regard to order or system ; and from this fact, and the

frequent misapplication of names, much confusion has arisen in attempting to describe them.
The 5 mountain ranges N. of the Mohawk valley extend through portions of this co., and

terminate upon the shores of Lake Champlain. They all have a general n. e. and s. w. direction,
The
rising successively higher toward the n. until they culminate in the most northerly range.
axes of these ranges are nearly parallel, and are respectively about 8 mi. apart. They are not
always distinct and continuous, but in some places their lateral spurs interlock, and in others their
continuity is broken by the intervention of valleys and brief intervals of lowland. They are not
regularly serrated, but appear to consist of groups of sharp pointed peaks connected by immense
The principal mountain masses appear to extend in a due n. and s. direction, and are thus
ridges.

placed obliquely in the range of which they form a part. Single mountains are often sufficiently
large to occupy the whole intervening space between the ranges, thus destroying the continuity
of the valleys and reducing them to narrow, isolated ravines. This arrangement of mountains,
in regard to the ridges, affords the key to the peculiar plan of the construction of this whole moun-

The most southerly of the 5 ranges barely enters the extreme s. e. corner of the co.
Palmertown or Luzerne Mts. It has also sometimes been called the Black
Mountain Range and the Tongue Mts. It constitutes the highlands which rise upon both sides
of Lake Geoi'ge and upon the narrow peninsula between the Lake George Outlet and Lake Cham-

tain system.
It is

plain.

known

as the

Mt. Defiance, the extremity of the ridge, has an elevation of about 750 feet above the lake.

The second range, known as the Kayaderosseras, extends through the s. e. part of Schroon and
the center of Crovm Point, ending in the high i.liff which overlooks Bulwagga Bay, and is
elevated about 1,150 feet above the surface of the lake. Along the course of this range, in Schroon,
is a cluster of mountain peaks, the highest of which, Mt. Pharaoh, is 3,500 to 4,000 feet above tide.
The third range occupies the w. and n. parts of Schroon, and extends through the n. part
of Moriah and the center of Westport, ending in the high promontory of Split Rock, in the s.
of the most noted peaks of this range, attains an
part of Essex.' Bald Mountain, in Westport, one
This range takes the name of the Schroon Mts. from the
elevation of 2,065 feet above tide
principal lake which lies at its foot.
of

The fourth range extends through the central parts of Minerva and N. Hudson, the s. e. corner
Keene and Lewis, the n. w. part of Elizabethtown, and the center of Willsborough, ending

in the high bluffs which border upon Perou Bay. It might with propriety be called the Boquet
Range, from the principal river which flows at its base. Dix Peak, in N. Hudson, the highest
mountain in this range, attains an elevation of 5,200 feet above tide, and, next to Mt. Marcy, is the

1 The name of
Split Rock was applied to this promontory in
Consef|uence of about ^ acre of the extreme point being detached from the mainland by a chasm 10 feet wide, extending
downward to near the water's edge. It was once supposed
that this mass was split off from the mainland by some great
convulsion of uatuie, and writers have gravely asserted that 500

soundings have been taken in the chasm; but it is probable
that the fissure was formed by the disintegration of the rock,
which at this point contains iron pyrites and is easily acted
upon by the elements. The height of this dissevered nuisn
feet

above the lake

is

about 30

feet.
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highest point in the co. Nipple Top has an elevation of 4,900 feet. Raven Hill, in Elizabethtown,
and Mt. Discovery, in Lewis, each attain an elevation of over 2,000 feet. The fifth range extends
through Newcomb, Keene, Jay, Lewis, and Chesterfield, ending in the rocky promontory of TremIt has sometimes been called the Clinton Range, but it is more widely known as the
Adirondack Range.^ Mt. Marcy, the highest peak of this range, and the highest land in the
Mounts McMartin, Mclntyre, and San-da-no-na,
State, has an elevation of 5467 feet above tide.
belonging to this range, are each upward of 5000 feet high. A spur of this range extends northward on the borders of Jay and Chesterfield, in a high, unbroken ridge, with a mean elevation

hleau Point.

of about 2,000 feet above tide.
North of the Adirondack Range the mountains are not disposed in regular ranges, but are scattered
These groups, however, lie in a line parallel to the other
in groups over a large space of country.

might be considered under the head of the "Au
Mt. Seward, the highest peak, 5,100 feet above tide, is situated just beyond the
Whiteface, in Wilmington, has an elevation of 4,855 feet.
The rocks of Essex co. are primary, consisting of granite, gneiss, and hypersthene. The mountains generally are composed of huge masses of naked rocks, more or less disintegrated by the
ranges,

and

for convenience of description they

Sable Range."
limits of the co.

action of the elements. Nearly the whole mountain region is composed of this primitive rock.
Along the base of the mountains, on the e., appear the Trenton limestone and Utica slate while
upon the immediate borders of the lake are found the clayey masses of the tertiary formation. In
the primary rocks, among the mountains, are immense beds of rich magnetic iron ore, some of
which have been extensively worked, though generally in a very rude and primitive manner. The
iron produced from this ore has been subjected to the most severe tests, and has been pronounced
equal to the best which is produced in the world.
The s. w. portion of the co. is drained by the Hudson and its principal branch, the Schroon
River. These streams take their rise upon the highest peaks of the Adirondack and Schroon
Ranges, and flow through the winding valleys that lie at their base. Upon the e. Putnams Creek
drains the region between the Luzerne and Kayaderosseras Ranges; Mill Brook, between the
Kayaderosseras and Schroon and the Boquet^ River, between the Schroon and Boquet Ranges.
The Au Sable, flowing along the n. base of the Adirondack Range, drains the n. portion of the co.
The valleys of these streams are generally narrow, and are bounded by steep banks, which are not
;

;

unfrequcntly huge masses of precipitous or overhanging rocks.
lie partly in this co., and more than 100 small lakes lie wholly
greater part of these are comprised in three groups, lying near the base of
the principal mountain peaks. The first of these groups surrounds Mt. Marcy the second, Mt.
Pharaoh; and the third, Whiteface. Many others are found scattered along the whole course

Lakes Champlain and George

within

its limits.

The

;

of the mountain ranges. These lakes are generally long and narrow; and Prof. Emmons says
as earth and
"that, instead of occupying shallow basins scooped out of the softer materials,

—

—

the ordinary slates and shales, they lie in chasms formed by uplifts and fractures in the primary
rock." Many of these lakes have precipitous banks, presenting a great variety of wild and pictu-

The soil along Lake Champlain consists of a stifi", hard clay, alternating with a
dark loam and gravel, and, in the narrow valleys, of disintegrated rocks. Upon the mountains the
soil is thin and light, many of the peaks being masses of naked rocks, destitute of both soil and
The declivities of the hills are generally wooded, but not very heavily. Three-fourths
vegetation.
of the entire surface of the co. is too rough and broken for cultivation.
Farming, iron mining, and the manufacture of iron from the ore, constitute the leading pursuits
and the immense mineral wealth of this section must for centuries continue to afford an object of
In the infancy of the settlement, and until the supply became exhausted,
profitable investment.
the manufacture and exportation of lumber and staves to the Quebec market formed the leading,
and, in some neighborhoods, almost the sole, objects of industry. Rafts of great size were formed in
the coves and sheltered points along the lake shore, and were wafted by sails and oars to the
Richlieu River, and down that stream and the St. Lavrrence to Quebec, where they were transferred
The completion of the Champlain Canal gave a new impulse to
to ships for the British market.
lumbering; but the timber suitable for exportation is now nearly exhausted, except on the

resque scenery.

;

extreme w. borders of the

co.

The

logs of this

1 The name Adirondack is strictly applied only to the
group
of elevated peaks of which Mt. Marcy is the center, but by
common usage it is now made to comprehend the whole system
of mountains n. of the Mohawk.

[

I

latter region

are floated

down

the Saranac,

"
» Pron. bo-kwet.
baquet," a
Probably from the French
trough. It is also said to have been named from Henry Boquet,
an English officer; but the name appears on French maps previous to his residence in the country.
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Racket, Hudson, and other streams, to some convenient place for sawing; and large sums have
been appropriated by the State for improving the channels of these rivers for this purpose.^ Tanneries, within the last few years, have greatly increased in the woody sections of the State, and

about a dozen of them are located in this

co.

The

iron manufacturing business of this region

Willsborough Falls in 1801,^ and now forms one of the leading pursuits
of the people. Iron ore is exported from this co. in large quantities to Pittsburgh and other distant
other
localities, to be mixed with other ores.* The manufacture of sash and blinds, tubs, pails, and

was commenced

at

and black lead, receives considerable attention. Shipon in Essex and Willsborough.
The county seat is located at Elizabethtown,* situated upon the Boquet, about 8 mi. w. of the
These buildings are plain and
It contains the courthouse, jail, and county clerk's office.^
lake.
The poorhouse is located upon a farm of 100 acres, in Essex, 10^ mi. n. e. of
substantial.
Elizabethtown. The average number of inmates is 70, supported at a cost of G2 cts. per week

articles of pine and cedar, starch, paper,
building, to some extent, has been carried

The farm yields a revenue of about $1,200.®
There are 2 papers now published in the county.''
In 1609, Samuel Champlain, with two attendants, accompanied a party of Canadian Indians on
an expedition against the Five Nations. On the 4th of July his party entered the lake which now
bears his name, and on the 30th they met their enemies. A sanguinary battle ensued, the fate
of which was decided by the firearms of the whites, then for the first time used within the limits of
each.

This act of unprovoked hostility on the part of Champlain laid the foundation for the
and bloody wars between the Five Nations and the French, and rendered the former the
The whole region bordering upon the lake
willing and steadfast friends and allies of the English.
was claimed, by constructive title, by both France and England and during the wars that ensued
it became the great battle ground for supremacy, and the principal highway for war parties in their
mutual incursions upon the defenseless frontier settlements. Fort Frederick was erected by the
French at Crown Point in 1731. This measure was met by remonstrance, but no open resistance,
on the part of the English. Previous to the erection of the fort, French settlements had commenced
These settlements had made considerable progress,
in various places along both shores of the lake.

the State.
lono-

;

1
SCOOO was appropriated in 1853, and $5000 in 1854, for improving the log navigation of the Au Sable River. A lighthouse
has been erected at Split Rock by the General Government.
The proposed Sacketts Harbor and Saratoga R. R. has been surveyed across the s. corner of the co., and another route has
been projected from Plattsburgh to Whitehall but there is little
prospect of either of these lines being soon finished.
* In that
year Georgo Throop and Levi Higby, in connection
with Charles Kane, of Schenectady, began the manufacture of
anchors at Willsborough Falls. For the first 10 years the ore
was obtained in part from Canada, but principally from Vermont. A bed at Basin Harbor was the only one then known
Mill and steamboat irons were afterward
within the co.
made, and the foundry was finally converted into a forge.
Early in the present century W. D. Ross erected a rolling mill
on the Boquet, for making nail plates for the factory at Fair
About 1809, Archibald Mclntyre and his assoHaven, Vt.
ciates erected works on a branch of the Au Sable, in the
of
N. Elba, designated as the " Elba Iron Works,"
town
present
which were at first supplied from the vicinity, and afterward
from the Arnold mine, in Clinton co. The forge was abandoned
in 1815, after several years of prosperous business. The iron
interest rapidly extended after the completion of the Champlain
Canal, and several large manufactories were erected in the
valley of the Au Sable and the surrounding region. The forges,
;

and nail factories of this section are among the
most extensive of the kind in the country. Bar, pig, and bloom
iron of superior quality are produced in large quantities. Within

This establishment is old, and in some respects inconvebut it is spoken of as extremely well kept, and in this
is one of the best in the State.
1 The
Reveille, the first paper in the co., was started at
Elizabethtown, about 1810, by Luther Marsh.
The Essex Patriot was published at the same place, in 1817-18,
•

nient

by L. and 0. Person.
The Essex County Times was started at Elizabethtown, by R. W.
Livingston, and in 1833 sold to
Macomb, who continued it about 15 months. It was printed on an old
"
Samage" press brought from Skaneateles, Onondaga
CO.

Another paper was commenced at Elizabethtown, in Jan. 1849,
by D. Truair, and removed to Keeseville in about 4
months.
The Elizabethtown Post was established by Robert W. Livingston in 1851, and was subsequently united with the
Northern Standard, of Keeseville.
The Keesevilk Herald was commenced in 1825 by F. P. Allen,
and soon after passed into the hands of A. H. Allen, by
whom it was continued, with a few interruptions, until

The

1841.
Keeseville Argus, edited by Adonijah Emmons,
about 1831, and continued 5 or 6 years.

waa begun

The Essex County Republican

was established at
now published by J. B. Dick-

rolling mills,

coal has nearly superseded the use of
charcoal in the furnaces along the lake shore. These establishments afford a home market for a large part of the agricultural
products of the co. Most of the above dates and facts are condensed from Watson's Ag. Survey of Essex Co., 1852, i). 814.
8 The
principal ores in this co. are magnetic, and they are
separated from the stone by water and by magnetic machines.
Hundreds of bbls. of iron sand are collected upon the shores of
Lake Champlain and sold to the N. Y. stationers.
* David Watson and John Savage, of Wash, co., were appointed
commissioners to locate a site for the co. buildings, which were
to be erected under the care of 3 commissioners appointed by
the supervisors. The first co. officers were Daniel Ross, First
Judge ; Stephen Cuyler, Ckrk; Thos. Stowers, Sheriff; and Wm.
Gilliland, Surrogate.
6 When the co. was
formed, the new blockhouse in Essex,
then Willsborough, was used as a courthouse and jail. By an
act passed April 7, 1807, Elizabethtown was selected as the co.
seat, and to this place the courts and clerk's office were transfarred upon the completion of the proper buildings, in 1814.

;

respect

The

a few years, anthracite

The

Keeseville in 1839, and is
inson.
Sable Hirer GazeMe was started at Keeseville about
1847, by D. Truair, and continued 5 or 6 years.
Old Settler, mo., was commenced at Keeseville by A. H.
Allen in 1849, and was afterward removed to] Saratoga

Au

Springs.

The Northern Gazette was started at Keeseville in 1S51, and
continued several years.

The Northern Standard was established at Keeseville
in 1854 by A. W. Lansing, and is now published by
A. W. Lansing & Son.
The Essex County Jtepuhlican was started at Essex about 1822
by J. K. Averill, and was continued by him, and by
Walton & Person, until 1833.
The Berean Guide was started in 1840, at Essex, by Rev. M.
Bailey, and continued 1 year.
The Westport Patriot and Essex County Advertiser was corn*
menced in 1845, at Westport, by D. Truair.
The Essex County Patriot was issued at Essex, about 1847, by A.
H. Allen. It was changed to
The Westport IlfraJd, and continued G or 7 years.
The Essex County Times was published at Westport in 1851.
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and thriving villages had sprung up, before they were finally broken up by invading armies. Still
more extended schemes of settlement were planned, and extensive grants of land were made upon
the same condition as the French grants in Canada.^ Soon after their first occupation, the French
caused a survey of the lake and its shores to be made by Sieur Anger, surveyor to the King and
the work seems to have been carefully done. In 1755 the French advanced 12 mi, nearer to
the English settlements, and commenced the fortification of Ticonderoga upon a point that entirely
"
commanded the passage of the lake. The fort was named by them Carillon;"^ but it is now
it
vast
sums
of money were afterward
Indian
name
of
the
known
Ticonderoga. Upon
by
generally
it became the most formidable fortress in America.
and
and
the
French
both
English,
by
expended
The French here made a stand against the advances of the English and when at length it was
found to be no longer tenable, Crown Point and all the posts along the lake were at once
;

;

abandoned.

The repeated incursions of the French and Indians into the English settlements, and the continual advancements of the French military posts, at length aroused the attention of the English
Government and led to the conviction that the very existence of the frontier settlements depended
upon the complete overthrow of the French power in America. One of the great expeditions
of 1755 was directed against Crown Point. The English troops, under the command of Gen.

Lyman,

built Fort

Lyman

—afterward Fort Edward—on the Hudson, and, under Sir Wm. Johnson,

to the head of Lake George.
Here, learning that the
French were fortifying Ticonderoga and that they had received large reinforcements. Sir "William
In the mean time, Baron Dieskau, the
chose a commanding position and fortified his camp.
French commander, at the head of a superior force, endeavored to cut off his communication with
Fort Lyman. A body of provincial troops, under Col. Williams,' of Mass., and of Indians, under
the famous Mohawk chief Hendrick, thrown out as an advance guard by Sir Wm., fell into an
ambush, and the whole party were cut to pieces, and the two leaders killed. The French immediately attacked the English camp, but were repulsed with great loss, and the retreating fugitives
were mostly killed or taken prisoners by a party of fresh English troops from Fort Lyman. Sir
Wm. did not follow up his success, but spent the remainder of the season in constructing Fort Wm.
Henry on the site of his camp, leaving the French to strengthen their works at Crown Point and
Ticonderoga without molestation. No general expedition was projected during 1756, and the only
active warfare was carried on by adventurous parties of rangers.*
From this time to the close of the war, and again during the Revolution, this co. was the
theater of important military events. We have space only for a brief chronological recapitulation

who assumed

the

command, advanced

The partisan warfare, with varying success, continued
of the principal ones as they occurred.
through the winter and spring of 1756-57. In July, Montcalm, Gov. of Canada, assembled 9,000
men at Ticonderoga, and marched to the head of Lake George, for the purpose of reducing Fort
Wm. Henry; which object he accomplished Aug. 3.^ In the summer of 1758 an expedition
fitted out against Ticonderoga, and was intrusted to the command of Gen. Abercrombie.
On
the 5th of July he crossed Lake George with 17,000 men
and on the 6th the advanced guard
of his army was surprised by the French, and many killed, among whom was Lord Howe,* second

was

;

command. On the 8th the English army endeavored to take the fort by storm, but were
repulsed with a loss of 2,000 men. In 1759, Gen. Amherst, at the head of 12,000 men, proceeded
to invest Ticonderoga.
The French troops having been mostly withdrawn for the defense of
in

Quebec, the whole fortress was dismantled, and abandoned on the 30th of July.

was soon

after abandoned,

and the whole region came

1 A
seigniory, extending 3 leagues along the lake shore and
2 leagues back, was granted, June 13, 1737, to Sieur Louis Joseph
Its northern
Robert, the king's storekeeper at Montreal.
boundary was to be half a league below the "Bacqiiet" (Boquet)
River, and its southern 2i leagues above. This territory embraced the present town of Essex and a large part of Willsborough.
Another seigniory, extending 6 leagues along the lake and 5 back,
was granted, Nov. 15, 1758, to Michael Chartier de Lotbinidre.
It was called "D'AlainviUe," and embraced the present towns of
Settlements which
Ticonderoga, Crown Point, and Schroon.
commenc^ upon this grant were broken up by the English
armies. Mast of the seigniory was granted to officers and soldiers of the English army, in accordance to his majesty's proAfter the cession of Canada, the
clamation of Oct. 7, 1763.
French proprietor presented his claims to the English Government, with no other effect than to create a considei-able tem<K)rary alarm among the English settlers.
* See
page 304.
i On his
way to the frontiers. Col. Williams stopped at Albany

Crown Point

into the undisputed possession of the

and made his will, leaving a sum of money to found a free school
in Western Mass. This leg.icy founded and gave the name to
Williams College. In 1851 the alumni of the college erected a
monument to his memory on the spot where he was killed.
* The most
enterprising of the.se rangers were Majs. Israel
Putnam and Robert Rogers. The party commanded by the
of old hunters, accustomed to all kinds
consisted
latter officer
of hardships and privations.
Among his officers was Jcihn
of the Revolution. These jiarties
Gen.
Stark
afterward
Stark,
hung upon the outskirts of the French forts, took off their sentinels, burned their villages, killed their cattle, destroyed their
boats, and annoyed them in every possible manner.
6 See
page 668
LosHng's Field Book of the Sevolution; Ban;

croft's Hist. U. S.
' Brother of Sir

William Howe and Admiral Howe, English
commanders during the Revolution. Lord Howe was a brave
and enterprising officer, greatly beloved by the army, and hia
loss was deeply deplored.
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English. The works at Ticonderoga and Crown Point were enlarged and strengthened, at a cost
of $10,000,000.1
By the provisions of the Treaty of Paris, signed Feb. 10, 1763, in wliich the French ceded their
possessions in North

America

to the English, the latter

government was bound

to respect the

land previi)usly granted by the former. The proclamation of the King of Oct. 7, 1763,
authorized the granting of the lands upon Lake Champlain to officers and soldiers who had served
These incompatible acts led to much confusion. Overlapping claims and conflicting
in the war.
titles unavoidably followed; and the matter Avas not finally settled until after the Revolution.
titles to

In the mean time, the controversy had the tendency to retard settlement, by destroying confidence
by which the land could be held and conveyed.
Settlement was commenced upon the Boquet in 1765, under the auspices of Wm. Gilliland, a
wealthy merchant of N. Y.^ Through his agency, and that of other capitalists, several miles of the
lake shore between the mouth of the Boquet and Crown Point were settled, mills and roads were built
and schools established. Mr. G. held a justice's commission, and for many years was the only
locate upon his estate were mostly Irish.
judicial authority.' The settlers whom he induced to
After the cession of Canada the great fortresses on tlie lake were allowed to fall into partial
Upon the receipt of the news oi the comdecay, and were held by only small bodies of troops.
mencement of hostilities at Lexington, a small body of troops, known as "Green Mountain Boys,"
under Col. Ethan Allen, surprised and took both Ticonderoga and Crown Point in May, 1775.*
During the summer and autumn of the same year the expedition, under Schuyler and Montgomery,
next spring, unsuccessful. Daring the
against Canada, passed down the lake, and returned the
summer of 1776, naval forces were organized upon the lake by both the British and Americans,
the latter under the command of Benedict Arnold. In an engagement that ensued, the Americans
were defeated, and their remaining vessels were obliged to take refuge under the guns of Fort
Ticonderoga. Crown Point was dismantled, and the stores removed and soon after it was taken
embraced the American
possession of by the British. Mr. Gilliland and the colonists ardently
cause, and materially aided Montgomery's army in its advance on Canada, by furnishing provisions,
and, on its return, by afibrding relief to the sick and wounded.* Mr. G.'s estate was wasted by
both friends and foes, and finally the whole settlement was broken up by Burgoyne.®
Burgoyne landed on the banks of the Boquet, June 21, 1777, and spent several days in conferences with the Indian tribes and on the 27th the invading army advanced to Crown Point. On
the 30th they invested Ticonderoga; and on the night of July 4 they took possession of "Sugar
Loaf Hill," (now Mt. Defiance,) and erected upon it a battery of heavy guns, completely commanding
the fort. On the night of the 5th the Americans hastily embarked their stores and munitions of
war upon bateaux, and sent them up to Skenesborough under convoy, and the main body of the
army escaped into Vt.'' Both parties were quickly pursued, and the tide of war slowly and sullenly
in the titles

;

;

beyond the limits of the co.
In Sept. Gen. Lincoln, at the head of a body of militia stationed at Manchester, Vt., made an
attack upon these works, took Mts. Hope and Defiance, released 100 American prisoners, took 293
The
of the enemy, and captured an armed sloop, several gun boats, and more than 200 bateaux.*
After the surrender of Burgoyne the place was dismantled, and the garrison
fort was not taken.
retreated down the lake. The rear division of their boats, with 50 men and a large quantity of

rolled southward,

1 The fort and field works at Ticonderoga spread over an area
of several miles, and the fortress at Crown Point embraced
seven acres. The ruins of these works now visible still attest
their extent and magnitude.
2 Mr. Gilliland at first designed to lay the foundation of a
vast baronial estate and hence he sold no land, but leased it on
the most favorable terms.
8 A convention of the settlers was held March 17, 1775, (St.
Patrick's Day,) and a local, independent government was
adopted. The management of affairs was intrusted to a moderator, two supts. of roads and bridges, three appraisers of damages, and a town clerk. Just before the Revolution, a scheme
was devised to form a separate colonial government, embracing
all the territory north of Mass. and between the Connecticut
"
and St. Lawrence Rivers. Philip Skene, the founder of Skcnesbormujh," (now Whitehall,) is believed to have been the
leading spirit of this movement, and his appointment as gov.
of the forts of Ticonderoga and Crown Point in June, 1775,
seems to give color to this belief. See Journals of Congress,
June 8, 1775; Watson's Ag. Survey, Tr. Ag. the, 1852, p. 694.
* The
capture of these forts, and of the armed schooner upon the
lake, was of immense importance to the Americans, as it supplied
them with a great amount of cannon and other munitions of war.
6 Gen. Carlton offered a reward of
$500 for the delivery of
Gilliland in Canada.
Sheriff White, of Xryon CO., and a party
;

and Indians, who attempted to capture him, weie
themselves captured and sent to Gen. Schuyler.
6 Mr. G. assisted Arnold in the
prosecution of his designs to
the extent of his ability; and, in return for the kindness,
stretch
of
an
Arnold, by
arbitrary
power, destroyed his dwellings, mills, and stores, and nearly reduced him to poverty. In
a memorial to Congress in 1777, Gilliland held the following
" It ia
truthful and prophetic language in regard to Arnold
not in mine, but it is in your power to bring him to justice.
Bursting with pride, and intoxicated with power, to which he
ever ought to have been a stranger, but which he has had art
enough to obtain from you, be tyrannizes where he can. If
temerity, if rashness, impudence, and error, can recommend
him to you, he is allowed to be amply supplied with these qualities
and many people think they ought to recommend him in
a peculiar manner to Lord North, who, in gratitude for his
having done more injury to the American cause than all the
of Tories

:

—

—

—

;

ministerial troops have had the power of doing, ought to reward
him with a generous pension."
' A
heavy chain, 1000 feet long, and an immense boom, erected
across the lake by the Americans at great labor and expense,
were cut through in 2 hours.
8

In this expedition the Continental standard

St. Clair

was recovered.

left

bemnd by
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by a party of "Green Mountain Boys" under Capt. Ebenezer Allen.
In 1780, Gen. Ilaldeman, with a party of British soldiers, advanced to Ticonderoga and occupied
it for some time,
Maj. Carleton here made a diversion in favor of Sir John Johnson, hy an attack
and
Anne
Forts
George. In 1781 the British fleet several times entered the lake, but retired
upon
In 1784, Gilliland returned to his ruilied settlement and
without accomplishing any thing.^

military stores, were captured

to retrieve his waning fortunes.
Relinquishing his ideas of manorial greatness, he
ofiVed his lands for sale ; but adverse lawsuits and treacherous friends soon dissipated the remnant of his wealth and brought his existence to a miserable close.^ The progress of settlement at
In 1795 there were in Clinton co. then embracing Essex ^but 624 legal
first was not very rapid.

endeavored

—

—

From

that time forward, however, settlement progressed with great rapidity, and several
public roads were opened to facilitate it.' Soon after the war an arsenal was erected at Elizabethtown. During the patriot excitement it was robbed ; and since, it has been sold.
voters.

CHESTERFIEL.D—was

formed from Willsborough, Feb. 20, 1802.

It lies in the n.e.

upon the shore of Lake Champlain. Its surface is broken and mountainous.
The Jay Mountains, a northern spur of the Adirondack Range, extend northward through the

corner of the

co.,

w. part. This range is a continuous, high, rocky ridge, without a single pass, forming an almost
impassable barrier between Chesterfield and Jay. The main Adirondack Range extends through
the center of the town from s. w. to x. e., ending at Trembleau Point, a high, rocky blujff 1200 to

1500

feet

Bosworth Mountain and Poke-a-Moonshine, each

above the surface of the lake.

attaining an elevation of about 3000 feet, are the two principal peaks within the limits of the
town. The s. e. part is hilly. The n. e. part is a rolling table land, with a light, sandy, and
unproductive soil. There are several lakes in the interior, the principal of which are Augur and

Not more than one half of the surface is susceptible of cultivation.
Ponds.
The
principal valuable minerals that have been found are iron, graphite, and a beautiful light brovTn
marble. Schuyler Island, in the lake, belongs to this town. The An Sable River, upon the n.
Butternut

border, affords a large amount of hydraulic power, and some very attractive scenery.
at Birmingham have a descent of 90 feet, including the rapids above the main fall.*

The

falls

Rcese-

Au

ville

Sable River, its northern part being in Clinton co.*
(p.v.) is situated on both sides of the
The iron from the ore
It is the seat of extensive iron works and other important manufactures.

The village has a bank,
iron, edge tools, and machinery.
Pop, according to last census, 2569, of which 1370 were in ChesterPort Kent,® (p. v,,) on Lake Champlain, contains 25 houses Port Douglas 5 ;
field.
Port Kendall 6 and Birming'liani Falls 6. Matthew Adgate and sons came into
town about 1792.' The first church was Cong, and the first preacher was Rev. Cyrus Comstock,^

is

made

into nails, horseshoes,

merchant

an academy, and 5 churches.

;

;

;

CROWN

POI]¥T—was

formed March 23, 1786, and named from the old French fortress'
situated on the lake. Elizabethtown was taken off in 1798, Schroon and Ticonderoga in 1804, and
Moriah
1808.
It lies upon the shore of Lake Champlain, s. e. of the center of the co,
The central part of the
strip of nearly level land, about 4 mi, wide, extends along the lake shore.
town is broken, the hills gradually rising into the Kayaderosseras Mts. in the w, Putnams Creek,
the principal stream, takes its rise in the ponds and lakes among the mountains, and upon its

m

A

course are nmnerous

shore

is

a deep,

rich,

The soil upon the lake
falls, furnishing an abundance of water power.
clayey loam and in the interior it is of a light, sandy nature. Abundance
;

1 For a long time there was a
great mystery connected vrith
these movements, which was afterward explained by the publication of the negotiations which toolv place between the Gov. of
Canada and the "Tt. Council of Safety."
2 For some time he was confined in N.Y. for debt
but, regaining his freedom, he returned to the scene of his former enter;

Here meeting with new disappointments and treachery,
and becoming partially deranged by his misfortunes, he wandered into the wilderness and perished of cold and exposure.
» Among these public roads were one from
Willsborough
Falls tt> Peru; another, known as the "Old State Road," from
Sandy Hill, along the Schroon Valley, to Canada Line; and
another across the s. w. corner of the county from Canton to
Chester. In 1790, Piatt Rogers established a ferry across the
lake, at Basin Harbor. He also built several roads, and a bridge
For constructing
over the Boquet at WUlsborough Falls.
these and other public works, Rogers and his associates received
» grant of 73,000 acres of unappropriated land.
prise.

*

See page 235.

I

The

first settler

of Keeseville

was Robert Hoyle, who

built

first bridge and sawmill and kept the first store, in
About 1812 the proIt was first called "Long C/iui^."
perty came into the hands of Richard and Oliver Keese and
John W. Anderson, who erected a woolen factory and iron
works in 1813. The name was first changed to ^'Andersons
FaUs," and afterwards to Keeseville, See Clinton co., towu
of Au Sable.
6 Both Port Kent and Keeseville are centers of extensive and

the

1802.

important iron districts.
1 Alva
Bosworth, Elihu Briggs, Edward Palmer, Levi Cooley,
Dr. Clark, John and Benj. Macomber, John Page, and
The first child bom
Norton, were among the first settlers.
was Thos. Rangnam, and the first death that of Abel

Handy.
8 The census
F. W, Bap., M. E^ Presb,,
reports 5 churches
Prot. E., and R. C.
9 The
ruins
of tldg fortress is supthe
which
contains
point
posed to have been an important commercial mart previous
to the French War; but now it contains only a single farm
;

house.
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nch iron ore is found; and in connection with it are beds of natural phosphate of lime.
On the shore of the lake
Graphite and black clouded marble are also found in great abundance.
The manufacture of iron ia
is a mineral spring, containing sulphates of lime and magnesia.
carried on to a great extent; there are also establishments for the manufacture of lumber, shingles,
sash and blinds, and woolen goods. Cro^vii Point, (p. v.,) in the e. part, on Putuams
of

pails,

Creek, contains 2 churches and about 60 houses.

Irondale

Ilauinionds Corners

The French made the

contains 35 houses,

settlement, at a very early period.
The country around Fort St. Frederick, upon the point, seems to have been once the seat of thriving
are still visible.^ All these settlements were obliterated during the
villages, the remains of which
French War of 1755-60. During the peace which followed, settlements were again made, and in

and

(late "Peiifield") 20.

first

1777 were again destroyed.* Keligious services were early held in the chapel of the
«
were continued during its military occupation.*

fort,

and

—

ELilZABETIITOW^ was formed from Crown Point, Feb. 12, 1798, and was named in
compliment to Elizabeth, wife of Wm. Gilliland. Parts of Moriah and Keene were taken off in
1S08, and Westport in 1815. A part of Jay and Lewis were annexed Jan. 31, 1844, and a part
The
It is an interior town, lying a little n. of the center of the co.
of Lewis, Nov. 11, 1854.
Boquet Mts. occtpy the n. w. and the Schroon Range the s. e. corner of the town. Raven Hill,
an offshoot from the former range, in the n. e. corner, is 2,100 feet above tide; and the "Giant
of the Valley," the highest peak of the latter range, has an elevation of 2,500 to 3,000 feet. A
perpendicular precipice of 700 feet lies on the northern declivity of this mountain. The Boquet
River flows in a n. e. direction through near the center of the town. Its valley, one-fourth of a
Not more than onemile to a mile in width, comprises the greater part of the arable land.
fourth of the surface is susceptible of cultivation. Extensive beds of iron ore are found in various
In the s. e. part, a hill, 200 feet high, covering 40 acres, is supposed to be
An extensive bed of kaolin, or
nearly a solid mass of iron, except a slight covering of drift.
of iron is one of the leading pursuits
porcelain clay, is also found in town. The manufacture
parts of the town.

:

there are several forges in town. The soil is a sandy or gravelly loam. ElizabetlitovT n*
It ia
situated upon the Boquet River, near the foot of several high peaks.
(p. V.) is pleasantly
Russia (p. v.) conthe CO. seat, and a place of considerable trade.
Pop. about 500.

Wew

Among the first settlers were Jonah Hanchett, Sampson Smith,
Wareham Barber, Nathan Lewis, Hez. and Ira Phelps, Wm. Kellogg,

tains about 100 inhabitants.

Herman and

Joel Finney,

and Gardner Simonds, who came in about 1792. The
The first church (Bap.) was organized in 1796 or '97.*

first

school

was taught by Dr. Kiucade.

ESSEX—^was

It lies upon the shore of Lake
formed from Willsborough, April 4, 1805.
Champlain, n. of the center of the co. The surface is rolling in the e. and mountainous in the
w. Boquet Mt., in the n. w. part, has an elevation of about 1,000 feet above the lake. Split Rock,
the extremity of the Schroon Mountain Range in the s. e. corner of the town, has already been
described.* The Black River limestone crops out in this town, and is used both for building purThe Boquet River flows northerly through near the
poses and for the manufacture of lime.
The soil is a
center of the town. Upon it are several falls, affording abundance of water power.
Manufactures, conclayey loam upon the lake, and a light sandy loam among the mountains.
and woolen goods, are carried on. Essex' (p. v.)
sisting of wrought iron, nails, spikes, lumber,
The town
has a population of about 700, "Wliallonsburgli (p. v.) 250, and Boquet 200.
was first settled by Wm. Gilliland, in 1765.* Wm. McAuley, a relative and coadjutor of Mr.

G., located

upon the site of the present village of Essex.' This settlement was broken up during
The first church (Prot. E.) was organized in 1805."

the Revolution.'"

1 The Swedish traveler Kalm mentions the existence of this
" Journal of
Major Rogers" speaks of
early settlement and the
villages, well filled barns, herds of cattle, and fields of grain.
eastern
shore
of the lake, derives its
the
Chimney Point, upon
name from the remains of early habitations found there by the
of
settlers.
race
present
8
Among the first settlers after the Revolution were George
Trimble, James Morrow, Aaron Town send, Dennis Meagher,
Andrew Hardy, Saml. Foot, and Elisha Rhodes. The first mill
was a windmill, a short distance S. of the fort. James Morrow
erected the first mill and kept the first inn and store after
the Revolution. Washington visited Crown Point in 17S4.
8
Benj. Wooster was the first preacher after the Revolution.
The first church (Cong.) was organized in 1S04. The census
reports 4 churches; 2 Cong., M. E., Union.
* Elizabeth town was named "Pleasant
Valley" by the first
" Tlie
settlers, and is now locally known as
Valley."
6 The census
reports 3 churches Bap., Cong., M. E.
;

;

6 See
page 295.
A blockhouse was built in this village in 1797, in consequence of the alarm occasioned by St. Clair's defeat and in
1799, upon the organization of the co., it was used for a co.
courthouse, and continued as such until the erection of the co.
buildings at Elizabethtown, under the act of 1807.
8 See
pages 299, 305.
8
Among the first settlers after the Revolution were Danl.Ross,
(first merchant and mill owner,) I.saac and Beiij. Sheldon, Benj.
Stafford, Danl. Murray, lien. Van Ormand, Dr.Colborn Clemens,
(first physician,) David, Abram and Abner Reynold.?, Nehemiah
Payn, and James Eldrich. The first school was taught by Misa
Towner. The first male teacher was Enoch P. Henry.
10 In Oct.
1777, in this town, the retreating British garrison
of Ticondcroga was attacked by a party of "Green Mountain
Boys," under C.ipt. Ebenezer Allen, and 50 men and all the
"<

;

military stores were captured.
u The census reports 6 chs. ; M. E., Wes. Meth., 2 Bap., 2 Presb.
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JAT^—was

formed from Willsborough, Jan. 16, 1798. A part of Keene was taken off, in 1808, of
"
Dansville") in 1821, and a part of Elizabethtown in 1844. Parts of Peru (Clinton
and
Chataugay (Franklin co.) were annexed, March 22, 1822. It lies upon the n. border of the
CO.)
The Au Sable Mts., extending through the w. part, gradually decline toward
CO., w. of the center.
the N. Mts. Hamlin, Clark, and Bassitt, each 2000 feet above tide, are the highest peaks the Jay
"Wilmington (as

;

Mts., a N. spur of the Adirondacks, lie along the e. border. The extreme s. angle of the town is occupied by some of the most lofty and rocky peaks of the Adirondacks. The e. branch of the Au
Sable flows through near the center of the town. Veins of black lead have been found, but not

Iron ore is found in abundance.
The soil is a
worked.
mineral spring, near Upper Jay, contains iron and sulphur.

sandy and gravelly loam. A
The manufacture of bar iron, nails,

light,

Au

Sable Forks, (P-'^->) an iron manufacturing
extensively carried on.
70 houses; Jay (p. v.) 50, and Upper Jay (p. v.) 20. Nathaniel Mallory was
the first settler, about 1796.^ The first church (Bap.) was formed in 1797; the first preacher was
Solomon Brown.^
and bloom iron

is

village, contains

H.EE1VE —was

formed from Elizabethtovra and Jay, March 19, 1808. North Elba was taken
from the center of the co. toward the n. and w. The Adirondack Mts.
extend through the center of the town and occupy nearly its entire surface, leaving little or no
arable land. The principal peaks are Mt. Marcy, 5467 feet above tide; Long Pond Mt., 3000 feet;
and Pitch Off,* 2500 feet. The Au Sable, flovnng n., forms the principal drainage. The valley
is so narrow that there is scarcely room for a road between the mountain and stream
and
freshets often occur that sweep every thing before them.* Lake Golden, in the s. w. part, is 2,851
ft. above tide. Iron is found in numerous veins
along the course of the river, and is manufactured
Keene (p. v.) contains about 30 houses. The first settlement was made about
to some extent.
1797.® The M. E. church was organized in 1800, and the Cong, in 1815.
in 1849.

ofi"

It extends

;

L.EWIS —was

formed from Willsborough, April 4, 1805, and named in honor of Morgan Lewis,
Parts of Elizabethtown were taken off in 1844 and 1854. The Adiron-

then Governor of the State.

dack Mts. occupy the n. w. and the Boquet Mts. the s. e. part of the town. The latter range is not
a continuous ridge through this tovm, but consists of several isolated peaks, the principal of which
is Mt. Discovery, 2000 feet above tide.
The remaining parts of the town consist of steep rocky hilla
and narrow valleys, and not more than one-third of the surface is susceptible of cultivation.
The soil is a
Niunerous beds of iron ore are found but none have been extensively worked.
?andy and gravelly loam. In the n. w. part is a mineral spring of some repute. l.eTris (p. v.)
contains 130 inhabitants. Wm. Hinckley made the first purchase of land and the first settlement, in
1796.' The first church (Cong.) was formed in 1804; and the first preacher was Rev. Mr. Burbank.^
;

MUVERT A—was formed from

Schroon,

tovm of the

March

7,

1817

;

a part of

Newcomb was

taken

off in

a high, broken upland, bordered by
mountain ranges. The Boquet Range traverses the n. w, border, and the Schroon Range the s. e.
The intci-mediate portion is hilly, with a mean elevation of 1200 to 1500 feet above tide.
Nearly the whole town is still covered with forests, the settlements being confined to the s. e.
corner. The soil is cold and hard, and only moderately productive. On Orrin West's farm is a cave
1828.

It is the s. e. corner

of considerable extent.

20 houses

;

Minerva

Lumbering
is

a p.

Ebenezer and John, in 1804.1"

MORIAH—was
1

Named from John

2

Among

the other

o.

is

co.

Its surface is

the leading pursuit.

The

q;^^^ gj-g^

formed from Crown Point and Elizabethtown, Feb.

Jay, then Governor of

first settlers

were

J.

New

York.

W. Southmald, Joseph

John Pumiort, Robert Otis, Ezekiel Lockwood, Nathl. Ray,
Josiah Way, and Joseph Fowler. Wm. Mallory built the first mill.
* The census
reports 6 churches Bap., Cong., and 4 M. E.
* A
perpendicular cliff on the north side of this mountain,
300 to 50O feet high, gives to it its singular name.
6 A most destructive flood occurred from excessive
rains, Sept.
30,1856; and the damage which this occasioned was increased
by the breaking away of the State dam across the s. branch of
the Au Sable, in this town. The testimony relating to this accident (forming a vol. of 368 pp.) was printed by order of the Canal
Storrs,

;

Board, in 1858.
*
Among the first settlers were BenJ. Payne, Timothy Pangburn, Thos. Roberts, Zadock Hurd, Eli Hall, Thos. Taylor, Gen.
Reynolds, and David Graves. The first child born was Betsey
Payne the first marriage, that of Thos. Dart and Cynthia Griswold and the first death, that of Eli Bostwick. Asa A. Andreas
taught the first school, and Zadock Hurd kept the first inn.
;

;

Olmsteadville'

(p. v.)

contains

were Ebenezer West, and his sons Nathan,
church (Bap.) was formed in 1810, by Elder Fort."

first settlers

A

12, 1808.

part of

'
Among the other early settlers were Dea. Putnam', Samuel
Bishop, Charles, Saml., and Noah Lee, Ishmael H. Holcomb,
Hooker and Timothy Woodruff, Ziba Westcott, and Ziba Flagg.
The first child born was Oliver Holcomb the first marriage,
that of Timothy Woodruff and Eunice Newell and the first
death of an adult, that of Mrs. John Smith. Levi Parsons taught
tlip firflt school
8 The census
was formed
reports 1 M. E. chvuch. A Meth. church
;

;

in 1808.
9

There

is

the village.

an extensive tannery at Olmsteadville, which makes

Among the other first settlers were Wm. Hill, (first mill
owner,) Thos. Leonard, Richard Miller, Abner Talman, .lamea
Cary, Philo Hawley, and A. P. and Asa Morse. The first settlements were chiefly made along the line of the Canton and
Chester Road. The first child born was Francis West; the first
West; and the first
marriage, that of Richard Miller and
death, that of Elizabeth West.
11 The census
3
M.
churches; Bap.,
E., E. C.
reports
10
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North Hudson in 1848, and a part of Westport was annexed,
upon the shore of Lake Champlain, s. of the center of the co. A narrow
strip of level land extends along the shore of the lake, from which the surftice gradually rises to a
height of about 500 feet, where it spreads out into a hilly plateau region, rising into mountains on
the w. border. About one-half of the surface is susceptible of cultivation. The soil upon the lake
is a clayey loam, and in the
This town is very rich in minerals.
hilly regions a light, sandy loam.
April

9,

1849.

taken

off in 1828,

It lies

Fourteen veins of iron ore have been opened, producing iron of a very superior quality:^ the supply
seems to be inexhaustible. Black lead, and a beautiful variety oiverd antique serpentine, are also
found. The manufacture of iron forms one of the leading pursuits. Moria^Ii (p. v.) contains

Moriah Academy and a pop. of 275, and Port Henry^ (p-'^'O contains a pop. of 503. The first
settlers after the Revolution were Wm. McKenzie, Abel Butler, James McClane, Jabez Carpenter,
G. II. and John Havens, and Joseph Curtis.* The first church formed was a Cong.*

IVEIVCOMB —was

formed from Minerva and Moriah, March 15, 1828.
It lies near the
co.
The Adirondack Range extends through tlie center

center of the w. border of the

more than one-half of its entire surface. The principal peaks are Mts.
Goodwin, Moore, Sandanona, and Henderson, each 3,000 to 5,000 feet above tide. The remaininopart of the surface is a broken upland, with a hard, sour, unproductive soil. Among the gorges in
the mountains are numerous small lakes. The Preston Ponds, Lakes Henderson, Ilarkness, Sanand Lake Catlin
ford, Harris, Dalia, Moose, and Ridge Pond, are within the limits of the town
and the Chain Lakes are on the line of Hamilton co. The Adirondack iron beds, near Lakes
Sanford and Henderson, are among the most extensive in the world. One of them has been traced
upon the surface for a mile in length, 700 feet in width, and has been penetrated to the depth
of 40 feet without any signs of diminution in quantity or quality of ore. It forms a bar across the
This ore yields 75 per cent, of pure metal, is easily
river, the water literally falling over an iron dam.
worked, and makes an admirable quality of iron. For the manufacture of steel it surpasses all
other ores in America, and equals those of the most celebrated mines of Sweden and Russia. The
mountainous character of this town, and its remoteness from the great routes of public improveThere is very little
ment, have prevented the development of its immense mineral resources.
tillable land in the town. Adirondack, has about 15 houses. The first settlement was commenced
in 1816, by Joseph Chandler.^ A M. E. church was formed in 1843, and a Wes. Meth. in 1845.
of the town and occupies

;

IVORTII EliBA—was

formed from Keene, Dec. 13, 1849. It lies upon the w. border of the
The Adirondack Range occupies the s. part, and a branch of the Au Sable
traverses the n. e. part. At the foot of Whiteface Mt. lies Lake Placid, a beautiful sheet of water,
4j mi. long by 1^ broad, and nearly divided in the center by 3 islands. The noted Adirondack or
Indian Pass, partly in this town and partly in N. Elba, is a deep gorge between Mts. Mclntyre and
Wallface. The bottom of the pass is 2,800 feet above tide, and the mountains on each side are
CO., N.

of the center.

1,000 to 1,500 feet higher. Wallface, forming the w. border of the pass, is bounded by a perpendicular precipice a mile in length and 800 to 1,000 feet in height. Mts. Mclntyre, McMartin,
and Sugar Loaf are each over 3,000 ft. high. Bennets, Connery, and Round Ponds are in the

immediate vicinity. Avalanche Lake, on the e. line, is 2,901 ft. above tide. The central portion
of the town is a hilly upland, and the n. w. part a rolling table land, known as "the Plains." The
Au Sable and Saranac Rivers form the principal drainage. The soil is a thin, sandy and gravelly
loam. The people are principally engaged in lumbering. JVorth Elba and Saranac Lake
are p.

offices.

Settlement was commenced about 1800, by Elijah Bennett.^ The
first preacher was the Rev. Cyrus Comstock.

first

church

(Cong.) was formed in 1824; and the

Miss Abi
first death, that of .John Atwater, (hy drowning.)
l"he first authorized ferry was
Collins taught the first schoifl.
granted to Robert Lewis, April 3, 1811. for 10 years.
* The census
reports 5 churches ; Bap., M. E., I»resb., R. C,

1 In 1852,
26,800 tons of ore were exported from Moriah to
Penn., Vt., Va., Me., and Md. The quantity contracted for exportation from that town, in 1853, amounted to 107,500 tons, of
which 16,000 were to Penn., 10,000 to Mass.. 3600 to Va.. 1600 to
Ohio, 1500 to N. J., and 1000 to Me.— Tr. N. T. S. Ag. Soc., 1852.

Union.
.Tames Chandler, Collins Hewitt, and Wm. Butler came in
Among the other first settlers were Elijah
Abner Belden, D.avid Pierce, Cromwell Catlin, and .Tames
Ramsey. The first child born was Nathl. I'. Hewitt: the first
marriage, that of Abner Belden and Bershelia Butler; and the
first death, that of Eliza Butler.
Harriet Chandler taught the
6

p. 827.

The site and water power of Port Henrj' were frranted to
Benj. Porter in 1766. It is supposed that he erected a mill
Boon after, which was de8tro5'ed during the Revolution. After
the war, he returned, and, in connection with Robt. Lewis, of
Albany, rebuilt the mill, which has remained up to a recent
date.
One of the first furnaces in the co. was erected here
in 1824, by Maj. James Dalliba. It was a cold blast furnace,
and was used for the manufacture of pig iron, and the casting
of hollow ware and agricultural implements. Several extensive
anthracite coal furnaces have lately been put in operation.
* The first child born was Alex. McKenzie, in 1785
the first
marriage, that of John Ferris and Deborah Wilcox and the

to reside in ISIS.

'

;

;

I

Bissell,

first school.
6
Among the other early settlers were Isaac Griswold Eb'r
Mack, Jonathan Bliss and son, Iddo Osgood, Jerem. Kneeland,
James Porter, and Daniel McArthur. The first marriage was
that of Elijah McArthur and Electa Brooks; and the first death,
that of Arunah Taylor, who perished by cold in the woods
Fanny Dart taught the first school.
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IirDSOlV^—was

formed from Moriah, April 12, 1848. It is an interior town,
The Boquet Mts. occupy the centi-al and w. portions, the
The Schroon Mts.
principal peaks of which are Dix Peak, 5200, and Nipple Top, 4900 feet high.
There are numerous small lakes in town, the principal of
traverse the e. border of the town.
which are Bull Pout, Mud, Boreas, and Clear Ponds. The soil is a light, sandy loam, and not
more than one-eighth of the surface is arable. The Moriah iron district extends into the e. part,
and the manufacture of iron forms a leading pursuit. JVorth Hudson (p. v.) contains 15
lying a

little s.

of the center of the co.

Dead

Works

"Water Iron
houses; and
church (M. E.) was formed in 1838.

(p. o.) 10.

The

first settler

was Benj. Pond.^

The

first

ST.

ARMA]¥I> —was formed

from Wilmington, April 23, 1844. It derived its name from the
It is the n. w. corner town of the co.
Its surface is
The ridges extend in a n. e, and s. w. direction, and are
rolling and is inclined toward the n. w.
200 to 300 feet above the valleys.
The average height of the town is 1500 to 1800 feet above
old French

name

of the Saranac River.

The Saranac, flowing in a n. e. direction, forms the principal drainage. Moose Creek, a
Moose Pond, a small lake covering an area of about 200 acres. The soil
a sandy and gravelly loam. The people are ahiefly engaged in lumbering. Blooniingdale,

tide.

tributary, flows through
is

(p. V.,) in

the n. w. corner, the only village, contains about a dozen houses.
Settlements are of
Among the first settlers were Daniel Crouch, Thos. and Antrim Peck, Geo. Lowrie,

recent date.

Wm.

Stranahan, Aaron Brimhall, and Ellis and Milton Goodspeed.'

The

first

church (Bap.) was

formed in 1852.

SCIIROOIV*—was
1817, and a part
border of the co.

formed from Crown Point, March 20, 1804. Minerva was taken off in
was reannexed to Crown Point, Feb. 26, 1840. It lies near the center of the s.
The w. and n. w. portions are occupied by the Schroon Range, and the s. e.

by the Kayaderosseras Range. Mt. Pharaoh, the highest peak of the latter range, is 3000
3500 feet above tide. There are great numbers of other elevated mountain peaks, that have
never been named. Not more than one-fourth of the tovra is susceptible of cultivation and the
greater part of the arable land is in the narrow valley of Schroon River. Schroon Lake is a
Near the foot of Mt. Pharaoh lies a cluster of small lakes, the
fine body of water, 10 mi. long.
principal of which is Pharaoh Lake. Paradox Lake* is near the center. The soil is a thin, sandy
loam. Iron is found in various parts, and black lead has also been found. Scbroon L<ake (p. v.)
Scliroon River is a p. o. Settlement was commenced in 1797, by
contains 192 inhabitants.
Samuel Scribner, Thos. Leland, Moses Pettee, Benj. Bowker, and Simeon Rawson, all from New
portion
to

;

England.*

The

first

church (Bap.) was organized in 1830.'

Jehial

Fox was

the first preacher.

TICOXDEROGA^—was

formed from Crown Point, March 20, 1804. It lies upon the shore
The portion between Lakes George
of Lake Champlain, and is the s. e. corner town of the co.
and Champlain is the extremity of a mountain ridge ending in Mt. Defiance, 750 feet above the
North of this a strip of level land, about 4 mi. vride, extends along the
surface of the lake.
lake shore, from which the surface gradually rises into the mountainous region which forms its
w. border. About three-fourths of the town is susceptible of cultivation. The outlet of Lake
George, the principal stream, in the course of a mile and a half descends 150 feet; and as the water
never freezes, and its quantity does not materially change during the year, it furnishes one of the
most valuable water-powers in the State. The soil is a stiff clay upon the lake, a clayey loam in
the center, and a sandy loam in the w. part.
The manufacture of lumber,® leather, and black lead^
extensively carried on.

is

Upper Falls

Ticonderoga^

(p. v.,)

or

I-O'wer Falls,

contains 325 inhabitants.

a village of 40 houses, and Ti Street of 30. Settlements were begun in this
town by the French, soon after the commencement of the fortress in 1755 but they were soon
is

;

1

Named from

Its

location

upon the upper branches of the

Hudson.
2

Among the

were Randall Farr,

(first innkeeper,)
Pond, Samuel Norton, Wm. Everett, Benj. Cummings,
Russell Walker, Wra. Mallory, Timothy Chellis. Hezh Keep,
The
first death was that of Mrs.
and Titus Walker.
Ilalloway.
Janet Post taught the first school.
8 The first child born was Silas Crouch
the first marriage,
that of Adrian Storrs and Lo%-ina Hough ; and the first death,
that of
Goodspeed.
» This name is said to be a corruption of "
Scharon," and to
have been applied in honor of the Duchess of Scharon, favorite
of Louis XIV. Some say Schroon is derived from an Adirondack word, signifying a child or daughter of the mountain.
6 The surface of this lake is so near the level of the Schroon
River, which forms its outlet, that in seasons of flood the water
fjWB into instead of out of it ; hence its not inappropriate name.

Wm.

*
Among the other early settlers were George Moore, Elijah
James Livingston, Geo. Whitney, Cornelius Travers,
Abel Tupp, and John B'lwker. The first child born was John T.
Leland the first marriage, that of John Scribner and Silence
Leland and the first death, that of Mrs. Benj. Bowker. Clark
Piansom taught the first school.
' The
census reports 4 churches; Bap., M. E., Presb.,
Union.
"
8 The Indian name "
Tsinondrosie," or
Cheonderoga," sig"
nifying
Brawling Water," and the French name "Carillon,"
" Chime of
signifying a
Bells," were both suggested by the noise
of the rapids upon the outlet of Lake George.
9 In
1852, 600,000 pieces of lumber were shipped from this

Garfield,
first settlers

;

;

;

point.
10 Above 30 tons of black lead are manufactured
per year ;
and the vein of graphite seems inexhaustible.
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During the French

War many
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skirmishes* and one general engagement" took place in

The subsequent history of the fortress belongs to the general history of the country.
Permanent settlement commenced immediately after the ReTolution.* The first church was St.
and the first preacher, Rev. Mr. Ilarwood.*
Paulsi, Pi-ot. E.

the town.

;

WESTPORT—was

formed from Elizabethtown, March 24, 1815. It lies upon the shore
Lake Champlain, near the center of the e. border of the co. The Schroon Mts. extend n.e.
and s. w. through the town, occupying nearly all of the w. half. A wide valley extends w. from
Northwest Bay, breaking the continuity of this range and completely separating the highlands
The Boquet and its branches drain the
at Split Rock from the southern continuation of the chain.
About one-half
N. part, and numerous small streams flowing into the lake drain the remainder.
The soil is clayey along the lake shore and sandy
of the surface is susceptible of cultivation.
of

and lumber are largely manufactured. Westport, (p. v.,)
Academy and 456 inhabitants. WadlianiS
Mills (p.v.) contains 25 houses. A small settlement was begun, and a mill built in the s. part
of the town, before the Revolution. After that period, settlement was commenced by Charles
Hatch, (first store and inn keeper,) Joseph Stacy, and Nathan Hammond.® The first church (M.E.)
was formed in 1800, and the first preacher was Rev. Cyrus Comstock.'

among

the mountains.
" Northwest

formerly

Iron, leather,

Bay"

contains the Et^sex

"^VILiljSBOROl'GH— was

formed from Crown Point, March 7, 1788, and named from
part of Peru was taken off in 1792, Jay in 1798, Chesterfield in 1802, and
Essex and Lewis in 1805.
part of Peru was reannexed to this town upon the formation
of Essex CO. in 1799. It lies upon the shore of Lake Champlain, n. of the center of the co.

Wm.

Gilliland.

A

A

A

surface is rolling and in parts hilly.
range of highlands and isolated hills marks the
course of the Boquet Mts., ending in the clifi's which overlook Perou Bay. The Boquet River flows
through the s. e. corner. East of the river the soil is clayey, and w. a sandy loam. The falls

The

upon the Boquet furnish an excellent water power. Iron is found in places and the Black River
limestone crops out, from which both quicklime and waterlime are obtained. Leather, lumber,
and iron are largely manufactured. Willsborougli Falls (Willsborough p. o.) contains 300
inhabitants.
Settlement was commenced by Wm. Gilliland, a merchant of New York, in 1765.^
He suc]\Ir. G., in 17G4, purchased a tract of 2000 acres, intending to convert it into a manor.
ceeded in laying the foundation of quite a flourishing settlement, which was broken up during
the Revolution. In 1784, Mr. G. returned, and commenced selling his land to settlers. Joseph
Sheldon and Abraham Aiken, from Dutchess co., became the first purchasers, and located in 1784.'
The first church (Cong.) was organized before 1800.^"
;

lVIL,MIIVGTO]V—was formed from Jay, March 27, 1821, as " Dansville." Its name was
changed March 22, 1822, and St. Armand was taken off in 1844. It lies upon the N. border of the
A branch of the An Sable Mts. occupies the n. w. border of the town, and
CO., w. of the center.
another branch of the same range lies between the Au Sable Forks in the e. part. The highest
peaks, 2500 to 3000 feet high, lie in the s. part, and from them the surface declines toward the N.
Wilmington Notch, in the s. w. corner, is a place worthy of note." Copperas Pond, near the foot
of Whiteface, covers about 100 acres.'^ Beds of iron ore are numerous. The soil is a sandy and
*
of Fort Wm. Henry
Among the other first settlers were John Halsted, Jesse
the very walls of the Brayman, John Sfringham, John and Bouton Lobdell, Aaron
in
this
Felt, .Toseph Fisher, Abram Slaughter, Joseph Storrs, and Jacob
distinguished
Maj. Israel Putnam. Southwell. The first death was that of Mrs. Webster Felt.
' The census
The former named officer conducted no less than 25 parties to
reports 3 churches; M.E., Cong., and Bap.
8 See
the invasion of this region. In 1758. at the head of a party of
pages 299, 301.
9
180 men. he was attacked by a large party of French and
Among the first settlers were Aaron Fairchild, .Jonathan
Indians a short distance w. of the fort, and defeate<l, with the Lynde, Martyn Pope, Melchor and John Hoffnagle, John and
loss of 125 men. The remnant of the party escaped, but suffered Wm. Morehouse, Hooker Low, Stephen Taylor, Elisha Higgins,
Peter Payne, and Daniel Collins. The first school was taught
great hardships before reaching a place of safety.
2 See
The first death was that of Thos. Hyer,
by
Scott, in 1787.
p. 298.
* When the fortress of Tioonderoga was
surprised by Allen, in in 1786. .Jonathan Lynde and Stephen Taylor kept the first inn,
1775, its garrison consisted of 48 men, commanded by Capt. John Hoffman the first store, and Danl. Ross built the first mill.
10 The census
Delaplace. The military stores captured consisted of 120 iron
reports 3 churches Cong., M. E., and Union.
11 Here the Au Sable is
cannon. .50 swivels. 2 10 inch mortars, 1 howitzer, 1 cohorn, 10
compres.sed to a few feet in width, and
tons of musket balls. .3 cart loads of flints, 30 new carriages, a breaks through the mountain barrier. Whiteface rises nearly
large quantity of shells, a warehouse full of materials for boat perpendicularly, upon one side, to a height of 2000 feet and
building. 100 stand of small arms, 10 casks of poor powder, 2 another mountain, upon the opposite side, is but a little less in
brass cannon, 30 bbls. of flour, 18 bbla. of pork, and a large height. In the midst of its rapid and tortuous course through
this passage, the stream leaps down a perpendicular precipica
cjuantity of other provisions.
* Among the first settlers were Charles Hay, Isaac
Kellogg, of 100 feet.
12 Its waters are
(first mnrchant,) Wm. Ilurlbert. Wm. Wilson, (first innkeeper,)
strongly impregnated with sulphate of iron :
Nathl., Charles, Noah, and Manoah Miller, .Tohn Kirby, John hence its name. Copperas is also found in the rocks in the
and Robt. Hammond. Jedediah Ferris, Francis Arthur, Peter vicinity, formed by the decomposition of iron pyrites; at some
Deall. Elisha Belden, Gardner Sli.attuck. and Samuel Cook.
future" time it will probably be manutactured for commercial
6 There are 3 other churches
Bap., M. E., and R. C.
purposes.
20

1 Bodies of
rangers from the ^ncinity
often carried their petty warfare 'ip to
fortress.
Among the partisan officers
and
•warfare were Maj. Robert Rogers

;

;

;
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the Adirondack Range, has an
gravelly loam, and is moderately fertile. Whiteface,' belonging to
elevation of 4,855 feet above tide.
'^Tilitiiug'toil (p. v.) contains 20 houses. Settlement was
commenced, near the close of the last century, by Thaddeus and Leonard Ovren, and Paul Thayer.'

The

church (M. E.) was formed in 1799.^

first

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Frcelwlders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures of Essex County.
Valuation of 1858.

Acres of Land.

Names

Population.

Schools.

of Towns.
ft)

t

l§

Chesterfield

15,.309

Crowu

17,4S9i
9,4S7i
14,857
13,687
7,537
14,068

Point....

Elizabeth town.

Essex

Jay
Keene
Lewis
Minerva
Moriah

2.S,S59

79,165
27,246
143.215
27,511
89,964
88,912

Armand

l,107i
15,712J
15.059
17,077^
14,31 6i

Schroon
Ticouderoga
Westport
Willsborough..,

Wilmington
Total

138,905
338.236
209,264
71,316
16.5,108

774,195i-

4,042,211

31,433
131,4S5f
12,075
16,052

8,168
185,44.31

361,-535

7,746i
20,174

950
2,008

,

$442,920

97.469
570,316
154,142
73,795
51,897
41,060
250,S33
371,232
375,537
284,549
44,107

13.281

North Elba
North Hudson..
St.

21,897
9,961
34,094
4,405

5,.329i

Neweomb

I

as

$148,950
23,800
24,050
132,800
46.250
500
2,000
5,951

20,700
2,000

800

2,207

505,868

1,661
1,167

1,666
1,049

734

668

1,042
1,458

1,073
1,392

386
934
403

388
869
364

1,590

1,530

130
175
275
155

96
126
244
134
940

559
394
232
359
452
i4;j

1,145
1,072

1,053

1,044

997

842
435

833
469

321
144
494
38
53
80
57
348
409
396
390
358

4,548,079 14,648

13,891

5,227

156,1 41

74,595
51,89'

11,375
45,275
16,250
22.960

^^

S

$591,870
385,335
162,955
471,036
255,514
71,816
167,108
103,410
591,016

41.060
262.208
416,507
391,787
307,509
46,314

Live Stock.

5,339

288
297
175
195
292
128
251
133
317

I

1,339

998
595
730
1,070

380
717
309
1,224

21

72

61
41
42

117
161
98

284
197
207
212
112

776
878
814
654
418

194

3,253

11,350

Agricultural Products.
D.4IRY PbODUCTS.

Bush, of Grain.
•a

Names of Towns.

636
435
252
368
501
155
325
148
692
39
60
79
68
378
435
408
312
168

"S>.

*>

•s-

«?5
^ Q

;55
tCl

Chesterfield

537

902

Crown Point

702
304
528
401
162
443
139
661
26

1,900

Elizabethtown..

Essex
Jay
Keene
Lewis

Minerva
Moriah

Newcomb
North tlba
North Hudson..

57
15

Armand

42
426
623
498

St,

Schroon
Ticonderoga
Westport
Willsborough...

Wilmington
Total

448
147

690
1,172
1,396
625
1,071

376
1,152

76
234
7

102
1,067
1,348
1,022
1,087

591

764
842
472
718
735
353
635
250
764
53
142
21
79
638
663
623

654
343

2,281
7,589
1.620
6,340
2,325
1,673
4,159

732
3,316

73
344

1,568
4,497
6,231
4.941

965

6,149 14,818 8,749 47,654

t/3

492
778
297
456
657
201
427
184
486
30
76
18
152
671
690
506
656
128
6,504

I

03

490
3,716

402
333
1,430

232i
3,220i

148
651
124
457
200
805i
1,496

181
1,633

622

28,164
52,227
13,424i
35.598i
39,648^
10,81 6J
22,673i
ll,941i
30,047 i
2,360
7,447
4,901
29,528
47,209
81.468

3,591

3.99U
l,690i
3,969i
2,597
1,315
2,287J
1,134
3,253J

204
413

322i

37,656i

3,121
4,169
3,047^
3,075

7,477

958

25,293
87.865
9,832
10,965
32,192
11,663
19,892

2
Among the other eafly settlers were Cyrus Wilson, Isnac
Peck. Keuben and Daniel Hamblin, Danl. Ray, John Blancbard,

46,929
49,791
28,020
42,515
61,245
21,2.57

8,371
6,390
2,290

10,140
36.005
23,378
16,513
12,999
19,729
9,989

300
8,430
55,980 6,5081
56,126 5,378|
45,713 8,377
50,718 22.430!
25,561
810i

10,8.55

26,211
4.500

4,092

3,385
7,995
6,815
10,638
1,027

64,200^

625.542

43
450
198

4,594
9,266
2,550

50,985
17,666
53,685
3,065
7,856

15,841i 413,588i 39,139J 318,021

Whiteface derives its name from a landslide, which has laid
bare the rocks upon its s.e. slope, giving it a whitish
gray
appearance. This mountain is nearly isolated; and from its
summit is obtained one of the finest and most extensive views
in Northern N. Y.
\
1

l,088i
9,060
3.036
8,812
1,698
884
3,599
2,171

7,920

589
1,117
1,012

240
8,000

471
407

170

186

93,.594!

7921
133
285
194
583
6,460]

Gray, and Nathl. Warner. The first marriage was that of
Danl. Ilamblin and Keziah Ray; and the first death, that of
John Blancbard. Esther Kellogg taught the first school Rtn
ben Sanford kept the first inn, Elias Wilson the first store, and
Leonard Owen built the first mill.
3 The census
reports 2 cliurches Cong., M. E.
Z.

;

;

FEANKLIN COUNTY.
This county was formed from Clinton, March 11, 1808^ and
A small portion Tvaa
in honor of Benjamin Franklin.
annexed to Essex co. March 22, 1822. It contains an area of 1,718
It lies upon
sq. mi., and is centrally distant 130 mi. from Albany.
the northern frontier, between St. Lawrence and Clinton counties.
Its surface is mostly level in the n., undulating and hilly in the
The Au Sable
center, and broken and mountainous in the s.
Mts. occupy the s. e. portions; Mt. Seward, 5,100 feet above
There are several other elevated
tide, is the highest peak.
peaks but their heights have never been ascertained by actual
measurement. The plateau of the central and the valleys of the s.
part of the co. have an elevation of about 1,600 feet above tide.
The N. w. corner, including the townships of Bombay, Fort Covington, Westville, and portions
The soil upon this rock ia
of Constable and Moira, is underlaid by calciferous sandstone.
Next s. of this region is a belt about 8 mi. wide, extending n. e. and
generally a heavy clay.
A strip next to the calciferous sandstone, about 4 mi.
s. w., underlaid by Potsdam sandstone.
wide, has a sandy soil, and the remainder a fine fertile loam, mixed with clay. The underlying
rock in the central and s. portions of the co. is gneiss and the soil is of a light, sandy nature,
nearly unfit for cultivation.
Upon approaching the mountainous region toward the s. the soil
becomes more and more sterile, and large tracts are valuable only for their timVjer and iron ore.
Bog iron ore is found in considerable quantities along the line of junction of the calciferous and
Potsdam sandstones, and in times past it has been quite extensively used in the manufacture of

named

;

;

bar iron.

The CO. is mostly drained by tributaries of the St. Lawrence, the principal of which are the
The Saranac River
Chateaugay, Salmon, Little Salmon, Deer, St. Regis, and Racket Rivers.
In the southern wilderness are immense numbers of lakes, some
flows through the s. E. corner.
Their general elevation is about 1,600 feet above tide, and
they are so located that slight improvements only are needed to connect them, and to form a communication between the head waters of streams flowing in opposite directions. In the N. part the
of which are several miles in extent.

people are engaged in the various branches of agriculture, the soil yielding a good return in spring
The whole region, however, is best adapted to pasturage, and dairying
grain, and in potatoes.
forms the leading pursuit. In the central and s. parts the people are mostly engaged in lumbering.

The manufacture of starch has become an important business within the last few years.^
The principal work of internal improvement in the co. is the Ogdensburgh R. R., (formerly
Northern R. R.,) extending through Moira, Bangor, Malone, Burke, and Chateaugay. This road
in 1850, and has been of immense value to the co., though a total loss to the stockSteamboats from the St. Lawrence land regularly at Fort Covington, and occasionally at
holders.
Hogansburgh, during the summer. The Salmon River has been improved for log navigation, and

was completed

a portion of the

Au

Sable improvement

is

within the limits of the co.

Malone Village.^ A courthouse and
erected on the w. bank of Salmon River in 1811-13, and a new stone

The

CO.

seat

is

located in

upon a farm of 110

acres, 2 mi.

jail,

one building, was

in

jail in 1852.'

The

co. poor-

w. of the village. It was built in 1826, at a cost
of S>1,200 and has since been burnt and rebuilt. There are two newspapers in the co., both
published at Malone.*

house

is

located

s.

1 Within 10
years, 40 factories for the manufacture of starch
from potatoes have been erected in the co. When potatoes are
less than 30 cts. per bushel, the business is considered profitable;
but since the completion of tho it. R. they have at times been
worth much more to transport to tiio city markets.
2 The first co. officers were Ebenezer Browuson, First
Judge ;
Wm. Bailey, Joshua Nichols, and Asa Wheeler, Judges; Jas. S.
Allen, Clerk-; John Wood, Slieriff; Joshua Nichols, Surrogate;
and Ezekiel Payne and Oliver Brewster, Coroners.
* Before the court house was
completed, courts were held in
the academy.
* The Franklin
Teh-graph was the first paper published in the
CO.
It was first issued at Malone, in 1821. by Francis
Burnap, and in 1S29 it was removed to Potsdam.

The Northern Spectator was published at Malone from 1S30 to
1835. successively

by John G. Clayton, Geo. P. Allen,

and F. P. Allen.
The Palladium was begun in March, 1835, at Malone, by F. P.
.^Uen.

It

is

now published

The Frontier Palladium,

as

by

F. T.

Heath and

J.

K.

Sheave r.
TIte

Franklin Ifepublican was befjun in 1827, at Fort Covington,
liv J. K. Averill, and continued under several owners
tin 18.33.

The Franklin Gazette

was begun in 1827, at Fort
Covington, by F. D. Fhindeis. In 1S47 it was removed to
Malone. where it is still jiuf'lished by the original owner.
The Salmon River Messenger was begun in 1850, at Fort Covin^;307
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A

tract 10 mi. by 40, on the e. side of this co., formed a part of the old Military Tract;' a
portion in the n. w. corner, of 24,000 acres, was reserved by the St. Regis Indians,^ and the
remainder of the co. was included in Great Tract No. I. of the Macomb Purchase.^ Wm. Constable, agent and part owner of the last mentioned tract, and the executors of his estate, sold the
northern part, and actively assisted in promoting settlement.*
The earliest settlement in the co. was made at St. Regis, by a colony of Indians from Caughnawaga, on Lake St. Louis,* and from Oswegatchie, under Father Anthony Gordon, a Jesuit, about
1760. They are now known as the St. Regis Indians, and nvmiber about 1,000, of whom 420 reside
in this CO., and the remainder on the n. side of the national boundary, which passes through

the village.® During the Revolution a portion of the Indians joined the Americans; and Louis
Cook, one of their number, received a colonel's commission from Gen. Washington. In the war
of 1812 a part of the tribe joined the British and a part the Americans; and they are thus historicThis tribe is gradually increasing in numbers,
ally divided into British and American parties.'

although, from their filthy habits, they are frequent suilerers from virulent epidemic diseases.
few profess to be
They are mostly Catholics, a Catholic mission being supported among them.

—

Methodists.^

Two

A

though they are thinly attended, and appawhite settlements were made in Chateaugay in 1796, and in

schools are sustained

by the

State,

rently of little benefit. The first
other towns in the two northern ranges in 1800-02, by emigrants from Vermont. At the commencement of the war of 1812 the population of the co. numbered about 2,500. In 1813-14 it became

the seat of important military events, in the abortive attempt to invade Canada. Upon the withdrawal of the troops from French Mills in Feb. 1814, the co. was overrun by the enemy, who visited
Chateaugay, Malone, and Hopkinton, and seized a considerable amount of military stores.'

In 1832, the cholera appeared at St. Regis, spreading a panic throughout the whole region. Since
the completion of the r. r., systematic efforts have been successfully made to bring into market
the valuable timber in the central and southern parts of the co.

BAIVGOR^"—was

formed from Dickinson, June 15, 1812. Brandon was taken off in 1828.
Its surface is gently
an interior town, lying n. w. of the center of the co.
undulating,
with a general northerly inclination. The principal streams are the Little Salmon and Deer
The underlying rock is Potsdam sandstone, appearing only in the valleys of the streams.
Rivers.
The soil is sandy in the n. and a clay and loam in the s. SuutJIi Uit.lig'Oi*, (Bangor p. o.,)
The first
JVortli Baii^ror, (p. o.,) and West Baug'or, (p. o.,) are small villages.
settlement was made in 1806, and the town was rapidly settled along the Central Road and St.
It is

ton, by Jaa. Fisk. During the year it passed into the
hands of .J. S. Sargent, and was published as

The Messenyer for a few niontlis.
The Jeffersanian was begun in 1853, at Malone, by J. R. Flanders,
and was issued about 2 years.
1
Embracing the present towns of Chateaugay, Burke, Bellmont, and Franklin. Township 7 was patented to Jas. Caldwell ; No. 8, to Col. McGregor ; Nos. 9 and 10, to different parties
in later times. Hough's Hist, nf St. Ldwrmce and Franklin O/s.
2 From 1816 to 1825 the Indians ceded 10.000 acres of this reservation to the State. The remainder of the lands are held in
common, and are managed by trustees elected annually.
3
Among those who became directly proprietors under this
title were John McVickar, Hezekiah B. Pierrepont, (executor of
Constable,) Wm. S. Smith, Abijah Hammond, F.ichard

—

Wm.

Harrison, Theodosius Fowler, Jonathan Dayton, Kobert GilJames D. Le Ray.
townships were named and numbered as follows by
the orifrinal proprietors
christ, and
* These

:

1.

Macomb.

2.

Cormachus.

Constable.
4. Moira.
3.

5.
6.

Bangor.
Malone.

7.

Anuastown.
Patrick.

8.

St.

9.

Shdah.

—

10. Williamsville.
11. Westerly.
12. Ewerettaville.
13. Dayton.

19.

Cheltenham.

20. Margate.
21. Harrietstown.
22. Loughneagh.
23. Killarney.
24. Barrymore.
25. Mt. Morris.
26. Covehill.
27. Tipperary.

14. Funis.
15. Fowler.
10. Johnsmanor.
17. Gilchrist.
18. Biigliton.

An

expansion of the St. Lawrence above the Lachine Kapids,
in Canada.
« This line was surveyed after the treaty of
1795, and intended
to be run on the 45tli degree of N. latitude but a new survey
in 1818 showed that the line was ruu too far N.
By the treaty
6

;

of 1842, the old line was restored, and permanent monuments
were placed at the crossing of roads, and navigable streams, and
at intervals of one'mile through the forests.
' This distinction is hereditary from mother to eon, and the
iinuuities of each government are bestowed accordingly, without
reference to the locality on either side of the line.

8 The Black River Conference has
supported a mission at
Hogansburgh since 1S47.
9 There is
good reason to believe that some of the inhabitants
were traitors to their country, and supplied the enemy with
cattle and provisions and kept them informed in regard to

public movements. Extensive frauds were perpetrated npuu the
National Treasury, soon after the war. in the way of claims fur
alleged damages and losses in Wilkinson's campaign ; but the
plot was detected, and some of the guilty ones were ludged
in the State prison.
A most remarkable scheme to defiaud the
State and non-resident landholders was devised about lsi,s, and
continued until effectually ended by law in 1822. This consisted in the voting of excessive bounties for the destruction of
wolves and other noxious animals, to be paid by the towns and
CO.
As the law then existed, the State allowed as much bounty
as the CO.; and the result of the scheme was to throw almost
the entire burden of the tax upon non-residents and landholders ;
but, to render the home burden endurable, large sums were remitted by the claimants toward paying the resvJents' tares. The
bounties amounted on grown wolves to $60 per head, and led
to shameless frauds, and the issue of great numbers of certificates upon the heads of dogs and other animals, and upon the
same head several times over. In one instance a deer's head
was passed for that of a wolf. These certificates were bought
by CO. otlicials, and passed the co. audit. A commission was appointed by law to visit the locality and search into the fraud ;
and, although no convictions were obtained, a large sum waa
saved to the State. The commissioners .stated that they fouud
these certificates, to some extent, the " currency of the co." The
total number of bounties issued and sums allowed, in 1820-2122, were as follows :— Wolves. 929, $51,685; panthers, 25, $1075 :
foxes, 587. $1852.50; bears. 93, $243; besides small sums for minor
animals, amounting, iu all, to $.55,521..50, or nearly $12.25 to
every man, woman, and child in the co. Those who had beea

concerned in this affair quickly sunk into merited obscurity,
and have since remained objects of public contempt.
10 Tbis town embraces
township No. 6 of Great Tr&ctNo. II. of
the Macomb Purchase.
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Lawrence Turnpike.* Religious meetings were first held by Alexander
Cong, society was formed at N. Bangor at a very early period.''

Proudfit, in 1808.

A

BELiLiiHOXT^—was

formed from Chateaugay, March 25, 1833. Franklin was taken ofiF in
rocky region on the e. border of the co., n. of the center, and has a
general inclination toward the N. The Owls Head is a prominent elevation upon its w. border.
Its streams are Chateaugay, Trout, and Little Trout Rivers, and the e. branch of Salmon River.
Among the hills are several beautiful lakes, the principal of which are Lower Chateaugay and
considerable portion of the town is unfit for
Ragged Lakes, and Ingraham and Round Ponds.
agricultural purposes, and valuable only for its timber. The settlements are chiefly confined to the
Cliateaugay L<ak.e is a p. o.
vicinity of an e. and w. road extending through the n. part.*
in the n. e. part.
There is a Presb. society in town, formed from the church at Malone.
1836.

It occupies a wild,

A

BOMBAY^—was

formed from Fort Covington, March 30, 1833. It lies in tJie n. w. corner
and one corner borders upon the St. Lawrence. The surfiice is generally level, and the
soil is sandy in the s. and a deep, fertile, clayey loam in the n.
The principal streams are the
Racket, St. Regis, and Little Salmon Rivers, and Pike Creek. The St. Regis is navigable to
Ilogansburgh, at which place is a good water power.* Ilogansburgll^ (p. v.) lies at the head
of navigation on the St. Regis River, 2 mi. from its mouth. Pop. 250. St. Reg'is is an Indian

of the

CO.,

village, in the

Indian Reservation,* lying mostly in Canada.

Corners (Bombay p.

Pop. in this co. 200.

Bombay

Bombay

and Soutll
are hamlets. The first impi-ovement was made
in 1811, by Michael Hogan, who had acquired the title to Township No. 1 of Macomb's Purchase.*
In 1818, Ilogansburgh was laid out as a village and considerable improvements were made. In the
same year a road was laid out across the Indian Reservation to Fort Covington. The title to the
tovraship passed from Hogan to Robert Oliver, of Baltimore. In 1822, settlers began to arrive quite
rapidly, and in two or three years most of the land not covered by the Reservation was taken up.
There are 3 churches in town 2 M. E. and R. C. A Prot. E. church was also commenced some
o.)

•

;

years since, but

is

not yet finished.

BRAIVDOIV*"—was
and embraces a

formed from Bangor, Jan. 23, 1828. It lies w. of the center of the co.,
wide and 47 mi. long, extending to the s. border of the co. The nand has a general inclination toward the n. the s. part is broken and

territory 6 to 8 mi.

part is moderately hilly,
The principal streams are the Little Salmon,
mountainous, and mostly unfit for cultivation.
Deer, E. branch of the St. Regis, and Racket Rivers, all flowing across the tovra in a n. w.
direction.
great number of lakes and ponds lie among the mountains in the central and
;

A

The waters of the Saranac Lake and Stony Creek Pond are separated only by a
forming the only portage for canoes between Lake Champlain and the Racket
River.
The soil is generally light and sandy and poorly adapted to cultivation. Along the river
courses and borders of the lakes the soil may be cultivated at some future period. The settlements
are confined to the extreme n. border. Within the past few years the lumber trade has received
considerable attention here, and large numbers of pine logs have been floated down the Racket
The first settlement was made in 1820.** There is no \dllage, p. o., or church in town.
River.
southern parts.

narrow

strip of land,

BURHlE*^—was

It lies on the n. border of the
formed from Chateaugay, April 26, 1844.
Its- surface is undulating and has a general inclination toward the n.
It is watered by Trout and Little Trout Rivers. A swamp extends along the n. border. The soil ia
Burke (p. o.) is a hamlet on Little Trout River. Burke IIoElovr,
clay, sand, and loam.
(Andrusville p. o.) is a small village on the 0. R. R. NortEi Burke is a p. o. The first
CO., E.

of the center.

1
Among the first settlers were Benj. Seeley. Joseph Plumbs,
Jehial ami James Barnum, Chester Taller, Robert Wilson, Joel
Griflin, G. Dickinson. H. Conger, J. Bowen, and L. Sylvester.
At this time Daniel McCormack owned the n. half of the town,
Coopr-r the s. E. quarter, and Asahel Baker the s. w. quarter.
Samuel Hussell taught the first school, in 1808.
2 Two
buildings, erected by the town in 1834-3.5, are used
for religious meetings.
Christian church was formed in
1818.
s Nameil in honor of Wm.
Bell, an early proprietor. It includes
townsliiji .s, and parts of 7 and 9, of the old Military Tract.
*
Recently settlement has commenced upon No. 9, in the s.part.
* Named
by Ilogan, whose wife had resided at Boml)ay, in
India.
It embraces " Macoi"'\" or No. 1 of Gre.at Tract No. I.
of Macomb I'urch.ase, and th- ;>t. Regis Indian Reservation.
* A
controversy in regard to title has prevented the full improvement of this power.

Wm

.

A

"
I
Formerly Gray's MiJh." It was the residence of the late
Rev. Eleazar Williams, the reputed Bourbon Louis XVII.
8 The lands of this reservation are
partly leased to whites; but
the cultivation of all is extremely slovenly and improvident.
9 Previous to the
settlement, niost of the valuable timber hail
been stolen by parties from Canada.
10 Named from
Brandon, Vt., from which place the first settler.'?
emigrated. It embraces the townships of" St. Patrick,' "Wes"
terly," "Ennis," "Gilchrist," "Margate,"
Killarnev," and
" Cove
Hill," or Nos. 8, 11, 14, 17, 20, 23, and 26, of Great Tract
No. I.
II Josiah
Hastings, Aaron Conger, Wilson Spooner, Luther
Taylor, and John Thomas, settled in town in 1820 and Andrew
and Henry Stevens, Levi Conger, G. W. Taylor, Clark Adams,
Daniel K. Davis, Jonathan H. Farr, and Orrin Wellington, ia
:

1821.

^ Named in

honor of

Edmund

Burke, the British statesman.

F
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settlement

was made

RANKLIN

in 1796-98,

C

U N T Y.

by Jehial Barnum, Noah Lee, and

others,

There are 3

churches in town.^

CHATEAUGAY^ —was

"
formed from Champlain, March 15, 1709.
Eamson" (now MaA
was annexed to Jay,
in 1833, and Burke in 1844.
Bellmont
part
lone)with a northerly inclination. The principal streams
(Essex CO.,) in 1822. The surface is rolling,
are the Chateaugay River and its branches. The river has worn a deep channel through the drift
a wild and peculiar feature in the landscape.' Half a
deposits and Potsdam sandstone, forming
mi. E. of the village of Chateaugay is an intermitting spring, rising from the sand, sometimes
It has no regular
flowing in sufficient quantities to carry a mill, and at others perfectly dry.
or two years, and again only a few weeks.
one
sometimes
of
intermission,
steadily
flowing
periods

was taken

off in 1805,

Bubbles of nitrogen gas are emitted with the water. There is a constant gas spring 1 mi. n. e.
The soil is a clayey loam interspersed with clay. Chateaugay* (p. v.) lies on the
the Chateaugay River.^ Pop. 360. The first settleplain, a little e. of the deep, narrow valley of
ment was commenced in 1796, at the village, and was the first in the co.® Within the next five
In 1812 a blockhouse was built for protection
years many families came in from Vermont.
In the fall of 1813, Gen. Hampton was encamped here for
against invasions by the enemy.
several weeks, with a force designed to co-operate with Gen. "Wilkinson in the invasion of Canada
In the spring
but late in Nov., he returned to Plattsburgh without accomplishing his object.
of this.

;

enemy invaded the place, pressed teams, and took away a considerable amount
by the American army. There are 4 churches in town.'

of 1814 the
visions left

of pro-

COIVSTABL.E*—was formed from "Harrison," (nowMalone,) March 13, 1807. Fort Covington
was taken off in 1817, and Westville in 1829. The surface is rolling, with a northerly inclination.
The streams are Trout River and its tributary Little Trout River. The soil is principally a light,
sandy loam. A strip of sand lies along the s. border, and of swamp along the N. CoBlslable

Trout River (p. o.) is a hamleb
is a small village upon Trout River.
and East Constable is a p. o. The first settlement was commenced near the
1800.^
The first church (Presb., organized as Cong.) was formed in 1817.'°

(W. Constable
near the n.
s. line,

in

p. o.)

line,

DICK.I]¥SO]V"

—

was formed from "Harrison,'" (nowMalone,) April 4, 1808. Bangor was
and Moira in 1828. It lies on the w. border of the co., and is 47 mi. in length.
The N. part is rolling and hilly, and has a soil of sandy loam of good quality the central and s.
It is watered by the same streams as Branparts are mostly sterile and rocky mountain regions.
Dickinson (p. o.) is on the St.
don, and among the hills are great numbers of small lakes.
Lawrence Turnpike. East Dickinson and Diciiinson Center are p. offices. Tlioluasville is a small settlement on Deer River, founded by John Thomas in 1839. The principal
M. E. and F. W. Bap.
settlements are in the n. part.'^ There are in town 2 churches
taken

off in 1812,

;

;

DUAIVE" — was

formed from Malone, Jan. 24, 1828. Ilarrietstown was taken off in 1841.
Its
It is an interior town, lying s. E. of the center of the co.
Brighton was taken off in 1858.
surface is broken and mountainous, and the soil is light and sandy. Much the greater part of th9
town is unfit for cultivation. The principal streams are the Deer River and the e. branch of
There is no village
St. Regis River. Magnetic iron ore has been found in considerable quantities.
in town. Duane is a p. 0. Jas. Duane, of Schenectady, son-in-law of AVm. Constable, acquired

by marriage the title to
1828, and a high furnace
1
2

this town,

and began settlement here in 1823-24. A forge was built in
which were run a few years and supplied with ore found

in 1838, both of

and M. E.
Pronounced Sliat-a-g)ie probably of French oripn.
About a mile above the village this ravine is 200 feet deep,
Bap., Presb.,

;

8

in it is a waterfall of 50 feet.
* On the 30th of
June, 185(5, a destructive tornado passed over
the village, more or less injuring every building in it. In the
course of 6 mi. 185 buildings wore destroyed, unroofed, or moved
from their foundations; and several lives were lost.
6 The R. R. crosses this
valley on an embankment 160 feet above
the river, and 800 feet long.
6 The first settlers were
Benj. Boberts, Saml. and Nathan Beeman, Levi Trumbull, .Toshua and Kincade Chamberlain, Ethan
A. Roberts, and Jared Munson. Nathan Beeman in his youth
re.sided near Ticonderoga, and acted as guide to Ethan Allen
when he surprised th.it pl.ace in May, 1775. He died in this
town in 18f.0. David Mallory built the first grist mill in the
In 1803-04
CO., on Marble River, Ij mi. N. e. of the village.
a forge was built, by Wm. Bailey, 3 mi. above the vUlage, and
run a short time, being supplied with bog ore.
'
Bap., M. E., Presb., and K. C.

and

8 Named from Wm. Constable,
agent and part proprietor. It
embraces the e. part of township No. 3 of Great Tract No. I.
9
Among the first settlers were Jona. Hapgood, (1800,) Chris.
Austin, (1800,) Wm. Cooper, Solomon Cook, Eli Titus, Saul
Clark, and James Welch. A. Mead taught the first sclnol, in
the summer of 180C. Dr. Solomon Wynian was the firsi i>liysician.
The first sawmill was built by James Welch, in 1.S03,
and the first grist mill, soon after the war, by Joseph Col-

burn.

There are in town 3 churches ; Presb., Bap., and M. E.
"
This town embraces the townships of Annastown." "Wil"
liamsville," "Dayton,"
Johnsmanor," "Cheltenham," "Longhneagh," and Mount Morris, "or Nos. 7, 10, 13, 16, 19, 22, and 25,
of Great Tract No. 1.
12
Among the first settlers were William Thomas, Jonathan and
Jesse D. Kice, and Reuben Cady.
13 Named from James Duane, proprietor and first settler.
It
"
"
embr.aces the townships of
Ewerettaville,"
Fowler," and
"
Brighton," or Nos. 12, 15, and 18 of Great Tract No. I.
10

n
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After making about GOO tons of iron, the works were abandoned, with the loss of the
There is but one church (M. E.) in town.

entire capital invested in them.

FORT

COVIlVGTOIIf^—was

formed from Constable, Feb. 28, 1817.
Bombay was taken
on the n. border of the co., w. of the center. Its surfiice is level, or gently
Salmon River, the principal stream, is navigable to Fort Covington Village.
undulating.
The soil in the n. is a rich, clayey loam, and in the s. a light, sandy loam. Fort Coi'iliston^
The first settlements
(p. V.) is situated in the n. w. part of the town, upon Salmon River. Pop. 894.
were made by French families, about 1796, around " French Mills." Settlers from Vt. began to
arrive about 1800.* Much of the timber near Salmon River was stolen before this, and sold in the
Montreal market. Soon after the battle of Cryslers Field the American army passed up Salmon
River and took up winter quarters at "French Mills."^ In Feb. the place was evacuated,® and immediately taken possession of by the enemy.' The Fort Covington Academy, incorp. Api-il 21,
1831, has been changed to a district school. The census reports 4 churches.*
off in

1^33.

It lies

FRA]VH.L.I]¥^

—was

formed from Bellmont, May 20, 1836. It lies on the e. border of the
broken and mountainous, and it has an elevation of 1200 to
2000 feet above tide. The principal streams are the Saranac, which flows across the s. e. corner,
and the head branches of the Salmon River. Among the mountains are numerous ponds and lakes.
CO., s.

of the center.

Its surface is

The soil is sandy, and scarcely fit for agricultural purposes, except along the streams. Iron ore
abounds, and has been worked to some extent. The settlements are mostly confined to the s. e.
The old Port Kent and Hopkiuton
corner, and the people are chiefly engaged in lumbering.
Road
ville.

passes diagonally through the town, and a plank road extends from Franklin Falls to KeeseFalls'" (p. V.) contains 12 houses, and Vermontville 20.
Alder
and Merrillsville are p. offices. The first settlement was made at Franklin Falls,

Franklin

Brook

in 1827, at which time a forge and sawmill were erected." In town are 5 large gang sawmills,
and several small manufactories of buckskin leather, mittens and gloves. There are 2 churches in

town,

—M. E. and R. C.

IIARUIETSTOTFJV"—was formed
of the CO.

Its surface is

from Duane, March

very rocky and mountainous, and

19, 1841.

its

soil

It is the

s.

e.

corner town

a light, sandy loam, generally

Mt. Seward lies along the s. border.^' It is the least populous and wealthy
town in the co. It is principally drained by the Saranac. Among the mountains are a great
number of small lakes, the principal of which are the Lower Saranac, Big Clear, and St. Regis.
There are no villages or churches in town. Saranac Lake, on the line of Essex co., is a p. o.
The first settlers located on the North West Bay Road, about 1812.'*
unfit for cultivation.

MAIiOiVE'^
off

—was

formed from Chateaugay, March 2, 1805, as "Harrison." The name was
1808, and to Malone, June 10, 1812. Constable was taken
in 1807, Dickinson in 1808, and Duane in 1828.
It is an interior town, lying n. of the geo-

changed

to "Ezraville," April 8,

1
By an act of May 20, 1841, a company was chartered by the
name of The Franklin Native Steel Manufacturing Co.;" but it
'•

was never organized.

The making of

steel directly from
practically a failure.

the

A few
but it has never
;
been successfully worked.
2 Named from
Brig. Gen. Leonard Covington, who was mortally wounded at Cryslers Field and buried here. It embraces
the w. part of the township of " Cormachus," or No. 2 of Great
Tract No. I., and a part of the original St. Regis Reservation,
since ceded to the State.
" French Mills." It is situated on a mile
*
Formerly called
square reserved by the Indians in 1796. This tract was lea.?ed
by the Indians to Wm. Gray, in 1793, and assigned to Jas.
Robertson, of Montreal, in 1798. These Indian leases occasioned
much difficulty concerning title, which was finally settled by
commissioners, after the purchase of the E. part of the reaervar
tion. in 1816-18
Hough's Hist, nf St. Law. and Frank. Go's.
* Mills were built at a
very early period, and were swept away
ores of this region has proved to be

years since, silver wa.s said to be discovered

—

by a flood in 1804.
6 Here a fearful
mortality occurred among the troops, on
account of exposiire to the rigors of a northern winter in tents
and slight board shanties. The medicines and hospital stores
had been lost or destroyed on the passage down the St. Lawrence,
nor could fresh supplies be obtained nearer than Albany. The
surrounding country was mostly a wilderness and the army of
Gen. Hampton the fall previous had exhausted the resources of
the inhabitants, and. consequently, provisions were of a bad
quality and were procured with difficulty.
8 As an
appropriate finale to an imbecile enterprise, the retreating army destroyed the boats on the river, sunk 60 tons of
biscuit, and destroyed all the public property too heavy for
;

transportation.

The enemy soon completed the work of

de-

struction.

A

few years after the war, an extensive series of frauds upon
government was perpetrated at this place.
They consisted of
fictitious claims for damages, in which the documents were
forged, and the parties, witnesses, and magistrates were jierjured.
'

8

Asso. Ref. Presb., (Scotch,) Wes. M., Bap., and R.C., (St.

Mary's.)
9 this

town includes No. 10, and a part of No. 9, of the old
Military Tract.
w B'ormerly called " McCUnathans FaTls." from the proprietor.
On the 29th of May, 1852, the entire village, consisting of 23
houses, store, tavern, extensive lumber mills, and a large
amount of lumber, was destroyed by running fires. Loss, $30,000.
11
Among the first settlers were Wm. McClenathan, Jas. Mallory, Horace Gould, John Griffin, Harry Wood, Richmond and
Davis Spaulding, Simeon French, and John Hough. The first
birth was that of Sanford Hough and the first death of an
adult, that of Mrs. H. Wood. McClenathan kept the first inn
and store and built the first mill and forge.
12 Named from Harriet,
daughter of Wm. Constable and wife
of Jas. Duane. It embraces the townships of " Harrietstown,"
"
"
Barrymore," and Tipperarv," or Nos. 21, 24, and 27 of Great
Tract No. I.
13 Mt.
Seward, named from Wm. H. Seward, was called by the
Indians " On-no-ivan-lah," the big eye.
1*
Among the first settlers were Isaac Livingston. Isaiah C.
;

Wm. Kelly, and Nehemiah White.
16 Named "Harrison" from Richard Harrison, proprietor;
" Ezraville" from Ezra L'Hommedieu, of Suffolk co. and !Malon6
from a family related to Harrison. It embraces the townships of
" Malone" and '•
Shelah," or Nos. 6 and 9 of Great Tract No. I.
Flanders, Pliny Miller,

;
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Its surface is level in the N.
co. and s. of the center of population.
and broken and hilly in the s. The principal stream is the Salmon River, which flows northerly
through the town in a deep valley worn by its waters, and nearly its whole course in town is a
succession of rapids and cascades. Along the n. border are extensive pine plains. The soil in tlie
N., where not covered by light drift deposits, is fertile and well improved, but in the s. it is sandy
and unproductive. An iron ore, from which a paint resembling sienna is manufactured, has
been discovered in the s. part. Potsdam sandstone, of an excellent quality for building, has been
Malone,^ (P-'^->) the co. seat, and the only incorp. village
extensively quarried near the village.
It is the seat of the Franklin
in the co., is pleasantly situated on Salmon River.
Pop. 1993.
Academy,^ and is the most important intermediate station upon the Ogdensburgh R. R.* The village is supplied with spring water by an incorp. company.* Tittisville (p.o.) is a small village
The first settlements were made
at the Great Falls, on Salmon River in the s. part of the town.*
near Malone Village, about the beginning of the present century, by emigrants from Vt.® An
arsenal was built at the village in 1812, and sold in 1850.' In 1813-14 the place was visited and
plundered by the British. The first church (Cong.) was formed in 1806-07, by Ebenezer Hibbard
and Amos Pettengill. Rev. Ashbel Parmelee was the first pastor, and the first settled minister

graphical center of the

in the co.*

MOIRA^—was

formed from Dickinson, April

15, 1828.

It lies

on the w. border of the

co.,

generally level, with a slight inclination toward the n. The
The soil is a sandy loam, geneprincipal streams are Little Salmon River and Lawrence Brook.
Corners (Moira p.o.) is a small village near the center. Brusbs
rally fertile.
N. of the center.

The

surface

is

Moira

This
on Little Salmon River, is an important wooding station on the R. R.
the share of Gilchrist and Fowler, upon apportionment, and was first settled by
Appleton Foote, as agent, in 1803.^^ Luther Bradish,^^ Robert Watts, and Peter Kean afterward
became the owners respectively of the n., middle, and s. thirds of the town. There are 3

MillS,^"

town

(P''^->)

fell to

churches in town.^^

1VESTVIL.L.E"—was

formed from Constable, April 25, 1829. It lies near the center of the
It is
is nearly level, with a slight inclination toward the n.
drained by Salmon River, upon which are several falls, afi'ording a good supply of water power.
The soil is a fertile, clayey loam. Bog iron ore, found on the s. border, has been used to some
extent in forges in the town. A sulphur spring, of some local notoriety, lies near the center of the
ffestville ( W. Constable p. o.) is a small village on Salmon River, This town was
N. border,
held by the Constable family and for many years Wm. Bailey, of Chateaugay, and Albon Mann,

The

N. border of the co.

surface

;

In 1822 the unsold portions were sold to Edward EUice, of London. The
settlements commenced about 1800, by emigrants from Yt.^* There are 4 churches in town.^®

were agents.

1

Incorp. 1853.

2

The academy building

finely located in the w. part of the

commenced improvements

in this part of
a scythe factory, in 1831. After

the town, by building mills and
several years' suspension, improvements and settlements have
been renewed under James H. Titus, of N. Y.
6
Among the first settlers were Enos, Nathan and John Wood,
Nowell Conger, Luther Winslow, Jehial Berry, Noah Moody,
Roswell Wilcox, and David and Lyman Sparry. The first child
born was Malone, daughter of L. Winslow. The first sawmUl
was built in 1804. by N. and J. Wood.
' The
proceeds of this sale were applied to the improvement of the arsenal green and parade ground; and a
fiirther sum of $500 was appropriated for the same purpose in
1858.

The census

priest,
9

machine and repair ehops of the R. R., located here,
are on a magnificent scale, and are fitted up in a superior style.
The repairs of the Potsdam and Watertown R. R. rolling stock
are also done here.
4 The Malone Water Works
Co., incorp. March 23, 1857.

8

and R. C. In Nov. 1857, Kev. Barnard McCabe, Catholic
was accidentally burned to death.
the Earl of Moira. Embraces " Moira," or No.
4 of Great Tract No. I. The name was applied to the township

Bap.,
is

villiige.
3 The

Capital, $15,000.
6
Henry B. Titus

first

reports 6 churches; Cong., Prot. E., Union,

M. E.,

Named from

long before the incorporation of the town.
10 Named from
Henry N. Brush, an extensive proprietor of
lands in this vicinity and resident of the village.
11
Among the first settlers were Benj. Seeley, Jonathan Lawrence, Joseph Plumb, and David Bates. Schools were established in 1807.
12 Mr. Bradish resided here for several
years. He represented
the CO. in the Assembly in 1828-29-30-36-37-38, and was a
elected
Lieut.
Gov.
in
1838.
when
resident here
13
Cong., R. C, and Union, (the last belonging to the M. E. and
Christian denominations.)
14 Named from the
village, so called from its location in the old
town of Constable.

16
Haskins,
Among the first settlers were Amos Welch,
Elisha Sabins, Sainl. Fletcher, John Reed, Alex. McMillen, Silas
Cushman. John Livingston, Jas. and Thos. Wrij,ht, and Alric
and Albon Mann. The first sawmill was built by Arioi Welch.
The first school was taught by Samuel Russell, 1ft iSot)
1«
Presb., M. E., Univ. and Union.
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1858. It embraces Township 18 and the s.
Township 15 of Great Township No. 1 of Macomb's Purchase. The settlements are
The inhabitants are mostly engaged in lumbering. There is no village or
chiefly in the e. part.
p. 0. in town. (This town was formed after the remainder of the letter-press of this co. was stereotyped and hence it is inserted in this place.)
,

half of

;

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dicellings, Families, Freeholders, ScJwols, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Franklin County.
VALCATIOy OF 1858.

Acres of Land.

Population.

Schools.

S

N-vMES OF Towns.

1^
a,

Bangor
liellmont

Bombay
Brandon
Burke
Chateaugay
Constable
Dickinson.

Duane
Fort Covington.,

Franklin
Harrietstown...,

Malone
Moira.
Westville

Total

13.931
16,609
5,345
82,70Si
9.889
13,177J
177,890
4,957
9,175
9,115
13,840
12,682
11,005
9.473f
181,017
8,651
2,015
89,790
14,290
5,759}
97,088
4,170
842i
83,613
25,563
33,546
ll.OSli
16,452i
8,165
8,800
144,627

834,964}

$3.52.666
1.31.913

ft.

$49,(j45

2,875
20.500

224.924
144..576

2,4.50

2t34,6G2

5,400

346,484
172,028

5,507

211,.004

4,750

60.848
388.275

27,405
1,000

128,255

395
160
376
135
339
466
254
230
44
430
165
58
871
274

$402,301
i;54,7SS

246,424
147,026
270.062
346,484
177.535
216.254
60,848
415.680
129,255
68.20'

68,2(17

985,456
297,188
175,576

259,950
13,500
5,976

1,245,406
310.688
181.552

3,952,552

398,958

4,351,810 112,927

Lite Stock.

12,550

11

247

295
247

335
135
229
228
278
283
198
230
43
312
136
56
663
203
223

4,444

4,492

3,542

157

•^

Bangor

Bombay
Brandon
Burke
Chateaugay
Constable
Dickinson

Duane
Fort Covington.
Franklin
Harrietstown....

Malone
Moira
Westville
Total

558
195
591
123
511
670
382
314
66
634
114
24

as

1,084

391
372

Kja,

428

335

692

1,461

1,158

2,551

312
987
989
620
703
159

253
866
990
638
652
91

1,886
2,194
1,368
1,666

678
243
702
169
534
755
471
389

191

85

1,424

1,422

329
92

251
75

1,879
1,183

1,842

1,249

944

1,002

872
672

585
695
98
1,033

391

96
2,399

585
702
11,360

"S.

a

S

«
Bellmont

1,301

Daiet Peoducts.

Bdsh. op Grain.

S.2

44
448
169
66
943

942
437
981
339
875

Agkiccltcral Products.

Nastes of Towns.
>-

421
62
377
141
339
440
269
241

2,040

706

2,250 1,111

179
139

218
59

4,452 1,342
420
1,548
459
2,096

6,029 12,789 10,919 23,958 7,535

3.156

65,963

1,334
3,612

12,6.31

165

29.5.50

21,349
33.962
30,221
58,716
28.356
29,950
6,233
18,843
20,559
6,365
94,772
33,581
22,924

1,054

258,671
17,883
61,065
66,145
46,885
57,400
7,448
123,055
17,966
6,010
135,952
77,876
64.696

21,545i 331,519i 37,594i 484,425

26,273

853}
124
l,056i

430
1,287
1,293
2,784i
2,473

193
607
2,391i

35
4,695
1,183
2,139

33,483}
9,662i
35,196i
7.281
19,002
22.760
14.018
20,258
7,505i
41,889
11,067J
5.111i
57,822
21,.531i

24,931

771
2,938i
3,385
3,481i
1,755

304
4,768

890
285
6,224
2,911i
1,779

S

S2

__^5
2,822

66
2,626
2.349
4,048

440
4,042

7,619

635
407

80,438

8,685
2,160
10,715
1,750
13,620
4,752
4,861
12,344

2,283i
2,136
1,404
2,292

2,849

l,946i

440

166i

1,740
1,222
2,482

663

92

58
57,190
22.430
2,120

1,050,040 143,9161

2,025
2,604
2,101
:3,214|

FULTON COUNTY.
This county was formed from Montgomery, April
the

lies N. of

Mohawk,

e.

of the center of the State.

18, 1838.*

It

It is centrally

distant 45 miles from Albany, and contains 544 sq. mi. Its surface
a rolling and hilly upland, rising into a mountainous region on
the N. border.
The highland region is divided into three general

is

ridges, extending n. e.

occupying the

s.

and

s.

w.

e. corner, consists

elevation,

bounded by gradual

about 400

ft.

The most eastern of these

ridges,

of rounded drift hills of moderate

slopes, the highest summits being
above the Mohawk. The second ridge extends through
near the center of the co. and occupies a wide space along the n.

The declivities in the n. are usually steep and rocky and
the highest summits are 800 to 1,000 ft. above the Mohawk. The
third ridge, similar in character to the second, extends through the w. part of the co. Its highest
summits are 1,200 ft. above the Mohawk.
border.

;

through the N. e. corner of the co. It receives from the w. MayFondas Creek and Cranberry Creek.
The Chuctenunda
The Cayadutta flows s. w. through near the center, its valley
flows through the s. e. corner.
separating the central from the eastern ranges of hills. Garoga Creek flows s., a little w. of the
center, its valley separating the western and central ranges of hills. Stony Creek, a tributary of
the Sacondaga, flows n. e. in the northerly continuation of the Garoga Valley, and breaks through
the central ranges of hills. East Canada Creek forms the greater part of the w. boundary, receiving as tributaries North, Fish, and Little Sprite Creeks. The other streams are branches of
Sacondaga^ River flows
Creek, which has for

field

the foregoing or of the

s. e.

its

tributaries

Mohawk.

They

are mostly rapid streams, frequently interrupted by falls,

and affording an ample supply of watei'-power.

Among the hills in the n. part of the co. are many of the small lakes forming a characteristic
feature of the wilderness region of Northern N. Y.
Along the Sacondaga, near the mouth of
Mayfield Creek, and occupying portions of Northampton, Broadalbin, and Mayfield, is an extensive
swamp

or vlaie, said to contain

an area of 13,000

acres.'

The greater part of the surface of the co. is covered with drift deposits. The southern parts
of the central and w. ridges are principally composed of calciferous sand rock and farther n.
Potsdam sandstone and gneiss appear and cover a considerable portion of the surface. Black
River limestone, Trenton limestone, and Utica slate are also found in different localities. Quarries
of gneiss and of birdseye limestone have been opened in Johnstown and Mayfield. An excellent
;

building stone is found in all the n. part of the co.
The soil in the s. part and along the valleys is mostly a gravelly and clayey loam, derived from
the drift deposits. It is well adapted to pasturage, and in the most favorable localities producea

good crops of grain. A large portion of the n. part is too rough and broken for profitable cultivation.* The manufactures consist
principally of leather, lumber, and buckskin gloves and mittens.*
The CO. seat is located at Johnstown.® The courthouse is a brick building in the n. part of
the village, erected in 1772, by Sir Wm. Johnson, for the courthouse of " Tnjon" co? The jail, a
stone building, situated in the s. e. part of the village, contains the usual jail accommodations, and
the residence of the jailer. The clerk's office is a fireproof brick building, in the vicinity of the
courthouse. The poorhouse is situated upon a farm of 94 acres at West Bush, 6 mi. jf. of the
1 A dissatisfaction
arising from tlie removal of the county seat
of Montgomery co. from Johnstown to Fonda was the immediate
cause of the division of that co.
2 Tliis name is said to
signify ''Drowned Lands," from the
great marsh which lies along its course.
3 This vlaie was
apparently a lake at no remote period. It is
now covered with a small growth of evergreens around its
tjorder, and a wet prairie in the center, where hundreds of tons
of coarse grass of poor quality are cut annually.
* The mountainous
portion in the N. part of this co. forms
the 8. extremity of the Great Northern wilderness of N. Y. The
settlements are very sparse, and are confined to the narrow valleys
of the streams. The hills are covered with a light growth of
forest trees and when once cleared, the soil is too light and thin
to produce any thing else.
6 More buckskin
gloves and mittens are manufactured in this
;
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than in all other parts of the TJ. S. The center of the mannis at Gloversville, though it is largely carried on at Johnstown and other villages. Work is given out to families through
a large section of country, forming the most productive branch
CO.

facture

of lal)or in the co.
9 The first officers of
"Trj/nn co." were Guy Johnson, First
Judge ; John Butler and Peter Congue, Judges ; and 8ir John
Johnson. Kt., Daniel Claus, John Wells, and .Jellis Fonda, Assistant Judges. The first co. court was organized Sept. S, 1772.
Upon the organization of Fulton co., the first co. officers were
Donald Mclutyre, First Judge; John W. Cady. Dist. Attorney ;
T. A. Stoutenburgh, acrA-; David J. McMartiu, ^'/leriif; and
Archibald McFarland. Surrogate.
' The Johnson
family retained a lien upon the building until
annulled by the forfeiture of their estates.

FULTON COUNTY.
The average number of inmates
The children attend the public school.

courthouse.
each.

is

315

50, supported at an average cost of $1.25 per
fixrm yields a revenue of $200.

week

The

Four weekly newspapers are now published

in the co.'

The history of this co. is intimately connected with that of Sir William Johnson and his family.
At the age of 21, Johnson came to America as agent of his uncle, Sir Peter Warren, and located
in the Mohawk Valley.
He soon became identified with the interest" of that section of the colony,
and a zealous promoter of its prosperity. He was appointed Indian Agent, learned the language
of the natives, adopted with facility their habits when it suited his interests, and gradually acquired an ascendency over these people which his official relations served to strengthen. His successful management in the expedition to Lake George in 1755 gave him a high position in the
esteem of the home Government, and secured him, as an especial favor, the grant of a large tract
He was also honored with knighthood.
of land N. of the Mohawk, as a direct gift from the king.
first residence was fixed at what is still known as Fort Johnson, on the Mohawk, in the town
Amsterdam; but about 1761 he removed to a new mansion, near the village of Johnstown, still
standing, and known as Johnson Hall. At this time he possessed an estate that had few rivals in.
extent and value in the country his tenants were numerous and attached to his interests, and the

His
of

;

On the approach of the Revoluprospects of future greatness to his family were most flattering.
tion he is supposed to have been liberally inclined but his duty to the Government, whose offices he
;

held, forbade

him from favoring the cause of the

colonies, while his

attachment

to his

neighbors

and the inhabitants of the colony rendered the thought of any measures tending to their ruin
extremely painful to his feelings. It was apparent that a struggle between the mother country
and the colonies must ensue but, with the prescience that foreshadowed the significant purpose of
his mind, he intimated to his friends that he should never live to see it, and he besought the British
Government to appoint his son to his office, that of Indian Agent. He died suddenly at Johnson
^
Hall, on the afternoon of June 24, 1774, at the age of nearly sixty years.
;

—

1 The Johnstmon Gazette, was
published in 1796.
The Montgomery Advertiser was published at J ohnstown in 1796
.lacoh
Doxtader.
soon passed iuto tlie hands of
It
bj'
Jas. Smith, and subsequently into the hands of Alvin
Clark. It was afterward continued
Roraejn and
several years by David Holden.
The Montgomery Republican was commenced at Johnstown in
Aug. 1800, by Wm. Child. His brother, Asa Child, soon
In 1823 Wm. Holland became
after became editor.
owner, and published it 2 years. Peter Mix continued
it until 1834, when the oifice was burned.
The paper
was revived by him; and in Nov. 1836, the office was
again burned, and the publication of the paper was

discontinued.

The Montgiymery

Intelligencer

was commenced in 1806, and

dis-

continued in 1807.

The Montgomery Monitor was commenced at Johnstown in 1808
by Robbins & Andrews. It soon passed into the hands
of Russell Prentice, who .sold it in 1824 to Duncan and
Daniel McDonald. In 1828 they removed it to Fonda,
thence to Canajoharie, and finally to Schoharie.

The Johnstown Herald was removed from Amsterdam in 1824
by Philip Reynolds. It had been published there as
the " Mcjhawk Herald."' In 1837 it was removed to
Fonda and published as the ' Fonda Herald."
The Montgomery Freeman was published at' Johnstown by
Yates & Co.
The Northern Banner was commenced at Union Mills, BroadIt was removed in a few months
albln, by John Clark.
to Johnstown and published as
The Nortlier II Banner and Montgomery Democrat. In 1837 its
name was changed to
The Montgomery RepuliHcan. It was soon afterward sold to
Wm. S. Hawley, who changed its name in 1838 to

The Fulton County Democrat.

—

it passed
In 18
into the hunds of A. T. Norton; and in 1842 it was purchased by Walter N. Clark, its present publisher.
The Christian Pallndium, semi-mo., was published in 18.36 by
Joseph Badger. It was removed to Albany in 1840
or "47.
Tlie
RepuV>licnn was commenced at
Johnstown in 1838 by Daiins Wells. In 1840 Alexander
U. Weils became proprietor; and in 1842 he sold it to

Fulton County
George Henry,

its

present pulilishnr.

The Garland, semimo.. was piililished at Union Mills by Wm.
Clark. It was afterward issued a short time at Johnstown.

The Literary Journal was published
S.

at Kingsboro' in 1843

by

R. Sweet.

The J'lhnslown American was commenced in Jan. 1S,')6, by N..T.
John.son. In b'eb. ls,57.it wus solil to J. D.Houghtaling.
In April, IS.'i.S, its iiuiue was clianged to
Tbe JoUnsto^vn IniLe|jentlcnt, uuderwhich title it is

now

published.

Tlie GloversviUe Standard was

^

^mmenced

in Sept.

IS.iO, by W. II. Case, and is still pulihshed.
has been the "jeneral belief that Sir William ended hia
own life; and theio is not much doubt but that he hung himself in his garden.
His gardener, who found him and took
him down, intimated, in his old age, facts which confirm this
dated Jan. 27, 1774 indicates that the
belief; and his will
near approach of death was a familiar thought, as his burial
was an event for which he gave the most minute diicctions. In
this instrument
after commending his soul to God, who gave it
he directs his body to be buried in the place he had selected
2 It

—

—

—

—

by the side of his wife, Catharine. He directs mourning for hia
housekeeper, Mary Brant, and her children, and for young
Brant and William, half-breed Mohawks, and for his servants
and slaves. The sachems of both Mohawk villages are to be
invit*?d to his funeral, and to receive each a black stroud
blanket, crape, and gloves, which they were to rective and wear
as mourners next after his family. The bearers are to have
white .scarf, crape, and gloves; and the whole cost of the funeral
is not to exceed £300.
The funeral debt is to be first paid by
Sir John, out of his 3 per cent, consolidated annuities, within 6
months.
He bequeathed to Peter £300, and to the other
children of Mary Brant (7 in number) £100 each,—-the interest
to be expended on their education.
To young Brant, alias
Kaghneghago, and William, alias Tagawirunta, two Mohawk
lads, £100 York currency each; to Sir John, his son. one-half
of the rest of his money; and to Daniel Claus and Guy
Johnson,
his sons-in-law, each one-half of the remainder.
He then gives
bis library and plate, slaves, stock, and personal estate, (certain
portions excepted.) to Sir John and his landed estate is divided
between his children and friends, specifically naming to each
the lots they are to receive, and especially enjoining upon his
children never to sell or alienate any portion of the Royal Grant,
as he had received it as a free gift from the
king. The legatees
of his lauds were Sir Jolin and Col. Guy Johnson, Daniel Claus,
each of the children of Mary Brant, and her brothers, Joseph
and William, Mary McGrah, John and Warren Johnson, liia
brothers, and Dease, Sterling, Pluuket. and Fitzimons, brothersin-law, and John Dease, his nephew. To Robert Adams, Joseph
Chew, and Wm. Byrne, old friends, and Patrick Daly, a servant,
he gave the free use for life of certain lands. And he provided for
the further division of liis estate in case Sir John died without
issue.
He appointed as his executors. Ids scyi, two sons-in-law,
two brothers, and Dan'l Campbell, of Scbenect.ady, .lobn Butler,
Jellis Fonda, Capt. Jas. Stevenson, of Albany. Dr. John Dease,
Henry Frey, and Jos. Chew. The guardians of the children of
Mary Brant were John Butler, Jellis Fonda, John Dease, .lamfa
Stevenson, Henry Frey, and Joseph Chew. Kach executor and
guardian was to receive a ring, as a memento from their once
sincere friend. Sir William was buried in a vault under thu
Episcopal church in JolinsMiwn. Alinut 1703 the vault was
filled up; and Nov. 20,1830, the church, with its ln-ll and organ,
The spot of his
(the presents of Sir William.) were buriied.
Ijurial is just outside of the present chuich edifice.
;
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The
ence,

active interest in the royal cause taken

is -well

known.

He

fortiiied

by
Johnson Hall

Sir

John Johnson and all whom he could influarmed the Scotch Highlanders on

late in 1775,

the Kingsborough Patent, and spread discontent among the Indian tribes under his control. His
conduct could not be tolerated ; and in Jan. 1776, Gen. Schuyler was sent with an army of 700
militia to disarm the tenants and to secure a strict neutrality on the part of Sir John and hia

After several days' negotiation, a feigned acquiescence was received, and on the 19th the
Scotch surrendered their arms, and Sir John gave his word of honor to abstain from further hos-

friends.

His intrigues continued notwithstanding and in May, 1776, a patriot force, under
Dayton, was sent to apprehend him. Upon their approach, he left his family papers, money,
and plate to be buried by a faithful slave, and, attended by large numbers of his dependents, he
tile

measures.

;

Col.

through the woods northward to Canada.^ In May, 1780, Sir John made his appearance with
500 troops from the Northern wilderness, to recover his buried treasure and take vengeance upon
The settlements were surprised, and the Mohawk Valley, from Tribes Hill
his old neighbors.
fled

upward
.others

to

The Noses, was ravaged. Many houses were burned,

were

left as

dead but

finally recovered.

invaders returned without molestation.

vaded the Schoharie and

In the

An

11 persons were slain, and several
was made for pursuit but the

inefl'ectual rally

of the

fall

same year.

;

Sir John, with 800

men,

in-

Mohawk

Valleys with fire and sword, while an army advanced by way
of Lake Champlain to create a diversion on the northern frontier. In returning, he was pursued
]jy a body of troops under Gen. Robert Van Rensselaer, and would have been overtaken and captured had not the cowardice or treachery of that ofiicer prevented.^ The battle of Stone Arabia

was fought upon this occasion. In Aug. 1781, Major Ross and AValter N. Butler, with a band of
and savages, appeared by way of Sacondaga with 607 men,^ and encamped a little n. of
Johnson Hall. Col. Willett moved from Fort Plain on the 22d, with 300 men, to attack the enemy,
and, upon approaching, detached 100 men, under Col. Harper, to make a circuit and attack the rear
A short distance above the Hall, Willett's forces met those of Ross, and the former
of the camp.
retreated but at the village they rallied, and were joined by 200 militia.
The enemy were finally
driven from the ground, with a loss of 17, while the Americans lost 13. Ross retreated all night,
and was followed. At West Canada Creek the infamous Butler was killed.*
The estates of the Johnsons were forfeited, and a race of New Englanders succeeded the Scotch
tories

;

Highlanders in this

co.

No

further event of especial interest has since disturbed the even current

of events.

—

ISLiI]ECH.I!]R^ was formed from Johnstown, April 4, 1831. A part was re-annexed to that
town in 1841, and a part of Caroga was taken off in 1842. It is the central town upon the x.
border of the co. Its surface is a hilly and mountainous upland, the highest summits upon the
N. border being 2,000 ft. above tide.
The streams are head branches of West Stony* and Garoga
Creeks. In the vaJleys are several small lakes, the principal of which are Chases Lake, in the N.,
and Woodworth Lake, on the s. border. The soil is thin and light, and the surface is very stony.
Lumbering and tanning'' are the leading pursuits. Bleecker, (p. v.,) near the s. border, conThe first settlements were comtains a church, a sawmill, a large tannery, and 20 dwellings.
menced about 1800.* The census reports 3 churches M. E., Germ. Meth., and R. C.
;

BROADAliBIIV^—was

formed from " Caughnavmga ," (now Broadalbin, Johnstown, and
Northampton was taken ofi" in 1799, and a part of Perth in 1842. It ia

Mayfield,) March 12, 1793.
the central town on the e. border of the co.

Its surface is rolling and mostly susceptible of cultivaChuctenunda Creek flows throush the s. e. corner. Fondas Creek flows w. through near
the center Frenchmans Creek through the n. part and Mayfield Creek through the n. w. corner.
The soil is mostly of the di-ift formation, inclining to sand. The n. part extends into the great
Sacandaga Vlaie, which is annually overflowed, and in which the soil is alluvial. Fondas
Busb, (Broadalbin p. o.,) on Fondas Creek, near the w. line, was incorp. April 17, 1815, aa

tion.

;

1 This slave was sold among the confiscated
property of Sir
John. His purchaser, Col. Volkert Veeder, could not induce him
to betray the secrets of his master. He was subse luently recovered ly Sir John, and accompanied him to Canada. Thepiipers
buried with the money and plate were afterward found to be
ruined, 1 ut th-^ coin and plate were recovered and taken to Canada.
2 S^e
page 411.
» Of these 477 were British and toriea and 130 were Indians.

* See

page 411.

6 Named from Rutger Bleecker, of Albany, a patentee.
The
town incliiiiis pnrtions of Chase's, Glen"g, BJeeckei-'s, Lansing's,
tnd Mayfield's Patents.

;

6

Xamed

Des-kon-ta on Southier's map, pub. in 1779.
lartte tanneries in town.
the early settlers were James Morse. Wm. Rood,
Ephraim Lindsley. James Lindon Samuel Shaffer, Wm. E.'lan,
Frederick Mills.
Good\veII,andGeo. Hamilton, all f.on) Xew
Go-dwell, aljout
Englai'd. The first death «as that of
180ii. Wm. Chase, the patentee, budt a gristmill on the .\. branch
of Stony Creek, in l^;04-0.5.
9 Named from a
place in Scotland, by James Mclntyre. one
of the early settlers
Thi-: town comprises parts of Sacondaga,
"

There are 4

8

Among

—

Kayaderosseras, and Stone's I'ateuts.
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buckskin dressing mills, a saw and grist mill, and 3
Pop. 651. Mills Corners, (p. o.,) in the e. part, is a hamlet. Union
Mills (p. 0.) contains a sawmill, paper mill, a peg factory, and 10 houses. IVortll Broadillbin, (p. 0.,) in the n. e. part, contains a church, saw and grist mill, and 10 houses. 'J'lie first
settlement was commenced before the Revolution.' The census reports 5 churches in town.*
"Eawsonville.'^

It contains 3 churches, 3

mitten factories.

CAROGA^—was formed from Stratford, Bleecker,

and Johnstown, April 11, 1842. It lies on
s. and broken in the x. by
email, sharp mountains. A large hill lies w. of Garoga Creek and a swell of land rises about 300
ft. between the
principal branches. Numerous clusters of lakes lie in the center and n. part of
the town, the principal of which are E. and W. Eish Lakes, Garoga Lake, the Stink Lakes, Bellows,
Prairie, Green, and Pine Lakes.
Garoga Creek flows s. from Garoga Lake. A small portion of
the area only is susceptible of cultivation.
Lumbering is the principal business. ]Ve"WliirIiS
Mills (p. V.) contains a church, (Ref. Prot. D.,) a large tannery, and 30 houses. The first settle-

the N. border of the

co.,

w. of the center.

Its surface is rolling in the
;

ment commenced about

*

1790.*

EPIIRATAII —was

formed from Palatine, (Montgomery co.,) March 27, 1827. A part was
town on the division of the co. in 1838. It lies on the s. border of the co., w.
of the center. Its surface is mostly a hilly upland, 400 to 1,500 ft. above the Mohawk. Garoga
Creek flows s. w. through the town, in a deep valley, the hills on either side rising about 800 feet
above the creek. The soil is sandy, and in the s. e. a clayey loam. Epliratali, (p. v.,) in the
s.
Ga.rog'a, (p. v.,) in
part, contains a church, gristmill, a large tannery, and 359 inhabitants.
the N. part, contains a saw and grist mill and 12 houses. Rocltwood, (p. v.,) in the n. e.
corner, contains 2 churches, 2 sawmills, a gristmill, 2 tanneries, a buckskin dressing mill, and 196
inhabitants.
Liassellsville, (p. v.,) in the w. part, contains 2 churches and 20 houses. The
first settlement commenced under the auspices of Sir Wm. Johnson, in 1765.*
The census reports.
re-annexed

to that

6 churches in town.®

JOHiUfSTOWiV'—was

formed from " Caughnawaga," (now Broadalbin, Johnstown, and
Lake Pleasant was taken off in 1812, Bleecker ia 1831, Mohawk in
It lies on the s.
1837, and a part of Caroga in 1842.
part of Bleecker was re-annexed in 1841.
border of the co., near the center. A series of hills occupy the n. part. A high ridge extends
through the e. part Garoga Creek, through the n. w. corner and a branch of the Cayadutta througli
the w. part. The soil is a clayey and sandy loam. The manufacture of buckskin gloves and mittens
w. part. The soil is a clayey and sandy loam. The manufacture of buckskin gloves and mittens
Mayfield,)

March

12, 1793.

A

;

;

forms an important item in the business of the town. Jolinstoitm (p. v.) was incorp. April 1,
1808. It is situated on the Cayadutta, s. e. of the center and it contains the co. buildings, 7
churches, the Johnstown Academy,* 3 printing ofBces, a bank, 2 gristmills, a sawmill, planing
;

Gloversville, (p. v.,) on the Cayadutta, 4 mi. n. of Johnsmanufacture of gloves and mittens.' It was incorp. in April, 1853, and
contains 3 churches, the Gloversville Union Seminary, a printing office, a bank, a paper box facK.ing'SborOMS'll, (p. v.,) in the e, part, contory, machine shop, and gristmill. Pop. 1,965.
tains a church, an academy, 10 mitten factories, and 300 inhal)itants.
Samnionsville, (p. v.,)
in the s. w., contains a paper mill, gristmill, and 15 houses. "West Busll, (p. o.,) in the n. part.
Kecks Center, (p. o.,) in the w. part, and McE'^vens Corners are hamlets. The first

mill,

town,

and gas works.
is

noted for

Pop. 1,601.

its

1
Henry Stoner, Joseph Scott, Benj. Deline. Philip Ilelmer, Wm. Smith, Henry Hart, Zachariah Tripp, John Cassleman,
Andrew IJowman, Herman Salisbury. .Tohn Putnam, Joseph Peter Schutt, and .Tacob Eplie, from Germany, came in from
Desilver, .John Uomaii, Eliaa Cady, settled near Fondas Bush Schoharie, mostly before the P.evolutlon. The fir.st German

—

the Uevolution. Sinim^s Trappp.rs of N. Y., p. 21. James
Mclntyre, Alexander Murray, Alexander Oliver, Daniel Mclntyre, and Nathan Brock way, from Scotland, Peter Demarest
and Derrick Banta, from N. J., Abram Manchester, Keuben
Burr, and Enoch Cromwell, from New I'^ig., settled soon after the
Revolution. Kev.
Romcyn held the first religious services,
befcjre

after the war, in 1790-92.
2 Presb.. M.
E., B ip.. Christian,

and Union.
* Named from the
principal stream. Custom has applied the
name 'Garoga" to the latter, and "Caroga" to the town.
*
David, Robert, and Solomon JetTers settled in 1798 Samuel
Gav;e, Reuben Brookins. Wm. Jefferson. Abram Carley, Antliony
Stewart, Nathan Lovelace. Isaac Pcckham, Elijah Gardner, Ira
Beach, John Mead, J.ts. McLellan, Titus Foster, Lemuel Lewis,
and Daniel Goflf, were also early settlers. The first marriage
w.as tbat of Francis Vandercook and Lucy JefpTS, in 18U0. Tlie
first death was that of Mrs. Amy Mead, in 1804.
5 Frederick
Getman, Jacob Enipie. and .Jacob Schell settled
near the village. Nicholas Rector, .lacob Fry. Henry Herririg,
Philip Kreitzer, Wm. Cool,
Doutzler, Johannes Winkle,
;

school was taught

by

McLean. A gristmill
after the first settlement.
tories.
tion.
8

Johannes Winkle

Moot, and the

first Englisti school by
built by SirVVra. Johnson soon
It was afterward burned by the
built the first mill after the Revolu-

was

M.

E., 2 Union, Bap., and Ref. Prot. D.
' Named from Sir William Johnson.
The town embraces thf
Klngsborough Patent, granted June 2.3, 1753, a part of Stons
Arabi.a, Butler's, and the Sacondaga Patents.
8 This
academy was built in 1798-99, by Wm.Vnn Vort. Sir
Wm. Johnson set apart a portion of the Kingsborough Patent foi
the benefit of a free school. This reservation was respected by
the courts of forfeiture, and trustees were appointed to take
charge of the trust. The proceeds were appropriated to the
use of this academy.
9 There are in this town over 100 establishments for the manu
facture of gloves and mittens, and 10 mills for dressing the
skins. This business Wius first commenced by Ezeklel Case, in
1S0.3. and has grown from a small beginning, until now it ia

2

said that over 1^500,000 capital

in

invested in

it.
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eettlement was

"
Johnof Sir Wni. Johnson, in 1760. He removed to
Village, in 1761 or '62. There were then about a dozea

commenced under the auspices

Bon Hall," about f of a mi. n. w. of Johnson
houses in the village, and 100 tenants on farms adjacent. The lands were leased by him with the
The census reports 11 churches
evident intention of establishing a baronial estate for his family.^
in town.^

—was

formed from " Caughnawaga," (now Broadalbin, Johnstown, and MayWells was taken off in 1805, and another portion of Mayfield was annexed to
A part was annexed to Perth in 1842. It lies on the n. border of the co., E. of
that town in 1812.
the center, and extends nearly to the s. line. Its surface in the n. part is broken by mountains rising
These elevations are of primary formation, with rounded summits,
1,500 to 2,000 ft. above tide.
the higher peaks having steep declivities. The central and s. parts are rolling and generally

MAYFIEIjIJ''

field.)

March

12, 1793.

susceptible of cultivation.
Stony Creek flows through the n. w. corner Mayfield Creek through
near the center; Fondas Creek* through the s. e. part; and Cranberry Creek in the e. part.
The soil is sandy and gravelly, in some places strewn with boulders. The valleys are alluvial,
;

with some clayey loam. Mayfield (p. v.) contains 2 churches, a saw and grist mill, and 600
inhabitants.
Vails Dlills, (p. v.,) in the s. e. part, contains a sawmill, a gristmill, a tannery,
is a p. o.
The first settlement was commenced about 1760
and 20 houses. Jackson

Summit

Wm.

Johnson, on the old road from Tribes Hill to the Sacondaga, and was then
called "Philadelphia Bush."^ There are 2 churches in town
M. E. and Presb.
or '61, under Sir

;

IVORTIIAMPTOJV^—was
town of the

formed from Broadalbin, Feb.

1,

1799.

It is the n. e. corner

about 1,000 ft. above the valley.
In the s. part the Sacondaga' Vlaie occupies several thousand acres, which cannot easily be drained.
Sacondaga River flows s. e. through the center of the town, in a valley ^ to 1 J mi. wide. Mayfield
Creek flows e. near the s. border. The soil in the valley is a rich alluvium, and on the upland a sandy
co.

Its surface is hilly in the n., the hills rising

it is stony and
rocky. Shell marl abounds in the bed of the Vlaie. Ufortliville,
the n. part, contains 3 churches, 4 mitten factories, and 450 inhabitants. Nortliampton,^ (p-'^->) JQ the s. e. corner, contains 2 churches, a large tannery, and 210 inhabitants; and
is a
The first
Osborns Bridge (p. o.) a church and 10 houses. Cranberry
p. o.

loam.

In places

(p. V.,) in

Creek

settlement

A

town.'"*

commenced under

Wni. Johnson, about 1770.* The- census reports 5 churches in
part of Wells (Hamilton co.) was taken off in 1805.
Sir

OPPETfllEIM—was

formed from Palatine, (Montgomery co..) March 18, 1808. St. Johnsoff in 1838.
It is the s. w. corner town of the co.
Its surface
is a
In the n. e. part the hills rise 1,200 to 1,500
hilly upland, inclining gradually to the s. w.
ft. abyve the Mohawk.
East Canada Creek Mows s. along the w. border. Fish Creek flows
through the n. w. corner. Little Sprite, Crura, Zimmermans, and Fox Creeks all flow s. w. The soil

villc

(Montgomery

in the

loam.

was taken

co.)

w. is clay, in the s. E. a clayey loam, and in the center and n. a light, sandy and gravelly
Boulders are scattered over the surface in profusion and primary rock appears in the n.

s.

;

Limestone has been extensively quarried in the s. w. part, for the Erie Canal and for private use.
Oppenlieim, (p. v.,) near the center, contains a church, a savrmill, and 59 inhabitants.
ISi'OCKetlS Blridg'e, (p. o.,) in the w. part, on the line of Herkimer co., liOtville, (p. o.,) in the
1
Among the tenants were Dr. Wm. Adams Gilbert Tice, innkeeper; Peter Young, miller M'illi:cm I'liillips, w.igon maker;
Jas. Davis, hatter; Peter Yost, tanner; Adriiin Van Sickle. Jlaj.
John Little, and Zcphaniah Bachelor. The fir.'it school was
Kalworth, and the second by 0. B. Throop. The
taught by
tenants were imbued with the political sentiments of the JohnBon family, and shared its fortunes. The estates were confiscated
during the Revolution; and many from New England settled
there after the war.
2 The first
clergyman, according to the records, was Pev.
Moseley, in 1770. The churches are 2 M. E., 2 Presb., Bap..
Cong., Evan. Luth., Asso. Presb., Prot. E., Kef Prot. D., and
R. C.
3 Named from the
Mayfield Patent, granted June 27, 1770. The
town comprises parts of this and Bleeclcer, Kingsborough. Pacondaga, Kayaderosseras, Glen, Dan'l Clans" s, and Norman McLeod's
;

;

Patents.
* Called
by the Indians Ken-ne-at-too.
5 Nathaniel Conners, Michael Croman, two families of WalPeter AVhitman,
Scliutt,
ter's,
Circanian, Michael
Haynes, George Cough, Simon Christie, and .Tohn Anderson,
William and Kubort .lack.^on,
settled Ijefore the devolution.
David Knapp, Alvin McDougal. Peter and .Tohn ^IcKinley,
Duncan Anderson, Isaac I!i-nias, Captain and Major Van
Keureu, Douw and Jellis Touda, Samuel Lellerts, William Vail,

[

David and Lnke Wondworth. and .Tonah Bartlctt were also earlyThe first birth was that of Mary Cough, in 17iifi.
settlers.
Christian Furtenliack taught a German school in 1771. Mills
were built for Sir Wm. .Tohnson in 1773.
6 Named from the
patent granted to Jacob Majie, John R.
Bleecker, and others, Oct. 17. 1741.
Local pronunciation, Snck-na-daw-gar.
' Fislihouse.''
Locally knov.n as
Godfrey Shew was the first settler; John Eikler, Lent and
Nichfdas Lewis, Robert Martin, Zebnlon Alger, families of
Ketchums and Chadwicks, Asahel Parker, John Trumbull,
John Rosevelt, Alexander St. John, and John Fay, were among
the other early settlers. Soon after the Revolution, Zadoc Sherwood and Samuel Olmsted settled at Northville. They were
followed by Thos. Foster, Daniel and Timothy Rcssequie, John
McNeil, Calvin Y'oung, Adam Olmsted, Cornelius Richardson,
Elihu Coleman, Sylvanns Sweet, Robert Palmer, John Randall,
Eli Sprague, Green Wells, Cornelius Harving. Felix Porter, .ind
John Denison. mostly from New England. The first birth was
that of Godfrey Shew, about 2 years befiire the Revolution; the
first marriage was th.at of Alexander St. J(phn and Martha
Seribner, about 1798; and the first recorded death, that of Gideon
Olmsted.
10 2
Presb., 2 M. E., and Bap.
'

8
9

—
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settlement was commenced hy

and Cruiu Creek, (p. o.,) in the s. part, are hamlets. The first
Germans, before the'Revolution.* Ilev. Jacob Frisband held the first religious
N.,

PERTH'— was formed from Amsterdam,

services, about liSOU.'

Parts of May(Montgomery
and Broadalbin were annexed Feb. 17, 1842. It is the s. e. corner town of the co. Its suri'aco
is gently rolling.
Chuctenunda Creek flows through the extreme e. part of the town. The soil is
rock is slate.
mostly a clay loam. Limestone crops out in several places but the prevailing
West Galway, (p. v.,) in the n. e. corner, on the line of Saratoga co., contains a church and
20 houses. Perth, (p. o.,) in the n. part, contains a church and 8 houses. "West Pertli
The first settlement commenced on the road from Tribes Hill to Sacondaga,
(p. 0.) is a hamlet.
about 1760.* The census reports 2 churches in town Presb. and Asso. Eef. Presb.
co.,) April 18, 1838.

field

;

;

formed from Palatine, (Montgomery co.,) April 10, 1805. A part of
Its surface is a high, rolling,
It is the n. w. corner town of the oo.
in
1842.
off
was
taken
Caroga
and hilly upland, 800 to 1,200 ft. above the Mohawk, and in the extreme n. 1,800 to 2,000 ft. above
East Canada Creek flows through the N. w. corner and
tide, with a general inclination to the s. w.
of the w. boundary.
forms a
North, Ayers, and Fish Creeks are the principal streams. In

STRATFORI>^—was

part
the N. part are several small lakes, the principal of which are Dexter, Spectacle, North Pleasant,
and Ayers Lakes. The soil in the s. w. and in the valley of East Canada Creek is a clayey loam
and in other parts it is light, sandy, and gravelly. ]\icllOlSVille, (Stratford p. o.,) on the w.
border, partly in Herkimer co., at the junction of Ayers and East Canada Creeks, contains 2
churches, 4 sawmills, a gristmill and tannery, and 32 houses. Wliitesburgli (p. o.) is a hamlet,
;

in the

w. corner.

s.

The

first

settlement was

commenced by Samuel Bennett,

in 1800.®

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic dianu/actures, of Fulton Counts/.
Valuation op 1858.

Acres of Land.

Names

S

of Towns.
g

g
Bleecker
BiouJalbin

Carcga
Ephratah

Johnstown
Mayfield

Northampton.
Oppenheiin....

Perth
Stratford

Schools.

Population.

es

•§>

a.

I

_a,aH

16,546i
5,308
11,760
3,993
35,363

$71,292
339.765
67,550
300,098
1,584,374
365.594
162,983
438.199
286,836
127.827

$1,745
44,545
5,874
27,940
440.092
26.975
14,875
14,525
32,617
4,510

$73,037
384,310
73,430
328,038
2,024,466
392,569

133,416J 147,070}

3,744,524

613,598

4,358.,122

•2,638}

17,413
2,306
12,389i
29,590
18,100i
12,932i
20,2891
12.605J
5,250i

35,138
6,972
12.343
8,896
10,751.

479

425

1,248

1,398

378

330

1,117
3,829
1,170

1.066
4,083
1,223

173
606
125
375

J_
182
559
142
393

1.287

1.500

503
406
450
214
211
4,560

177,8.58

983

960

452,724
319,353
132,337

1,250

1,162

669
550

662
496

471
406
436
206
194

11,573 11,711

4,179

- ?

15 gj_
150
397
83
288
748
3o8

286
369
169
148

6

12

401
982
243

4
10
23
16
11
16

1,130
3,210
1,086

6

449

753
1,109

7

393

111

9,761

'

Total.

Names of Towns.

Bleecker
Broadalbin

Caroga
Ephratah

Juhnstown
Mayfield

Northampton
Oppeuheim....
Perth
Stratford
Total....,

2,996

GENESEE COUNTY.
This county was formed from Ontario, March 30, 1802. It originally comprised all that part of the State lying w. of Genesee River,
and a line extending due s. from the point of junction of the Gene-

and Canaseraga Creek to the s. line of the State. Allegany
was taken off in 1806, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, and Niagara in
1808, parts of Livingston and Monroe in 1821, Orleans in 1824,
A part of Covington vras annexed to
and "Wyoming in 1841.
Livingston co. in 1823, and Shelby was added to Orleans in 1825=
see

one of the western cos. in the State, separated by Orleans from
Lake Ontario and by Erie from Niagara River. It is centrally distant 229 mi. from Albany, and contains 507 sq. mi. The surface
is mostly level or gently undulating.
The s. border is occupied by
ranges of hills which extend n. from Wyoming co. and attain an elevation of 200 to 300 feet above
the valleys and about 1000 feet above tide. A limestone terrace, bordered in many places by
nearly perpendicular ledges, extends e. and w. through the co., n. of the center. At each extreIt is

mity in the co. this terrace ranges in height from 50 to 100 feet, but it declines toward the center
Tonawanda Creek* enters Alexander from the s., and flows in a n. e.
to a height of 20 to 40 feet.
direction to the village of Batavia, thence turns and flows in a general n. w. direction to the w.
border of the co. Its course is very tortuous, and its current generally sluggish.'' Its principal
Oak Orchard Creek takes its rise near the
tributaries are Little Tonawanda and Bowens Creeks.
center of the co. and pursues a winding course to the n. e. corner of Elba, thence turns w. and
flows through the great Tonawanda Swamp, which occupies the n. part of Elba, Oakfield, and
Alabama. Black Creek* flows n. through near the center of Bethany, Stafford, and Byron, thence
Its tributaries are Bigelow and Spring Creeks.
Oatka
easterly through Bergen into Monroe co.
Creek flows across the s. e. corner of the co., and Murder* and Eleven Mile* Creeks across the s. w.
corner. Tonawanda, Black, and Oatka Creeks form a series of fine cascades in their passage down
tlie

The lowest rocks in the co. belong to the Onondaga
the
is quarried in Le Roy, Stafford, and Byroo.
n.
border.
along
Gypsum
extending
succeeded by the hydraulic, Onondaga, and corniferous limestones, which form the lime-

limestone terrace near the center of the co.

salt group,

This

is

stone terrace extending through the co.
the outcrop of these rocks.

Lime and building

stone are extensively obtained from

Succeeding the limestone in order are the Marcellus and Hamilton shales, occupying the whole
part of the co. The surface generally is covered thick with drift deposits, and the underlying
rocks only appear in the ravines of the streams. Nearly all the swamps contain thick deposits of
muck and marl, furnishing in abundance the elements of future fertility to the soil. Many of the
s.

Bprings and streams are constantly depositing lime in the form of marl. Along the n. border are
numerous wells yielding water strongly impregnated with sulphuric acid, and known as "Sour

Springs." The soil is generally a very deep and fertile sandy or gravelly loam intermixed with clay
and mostly underlaid by clay or limestone. This co. embraces a portion of the " Genesee Country,"
which from the first settlement has been famed for its fertility. The people are almost exclusively
engaged in agriculture. For many years wheat formed the staple product but of late the ravages
of the midge have led to the more general raising of the coarser grains, and have turned the attention
of farmers to the cultivation of fruit, wool growing, cattle raising, and dairying.
The CO. seat is located at the village of Batavia.® The courthouse is a fine stone edifice, 3 stories
high, containing the co. clerk's office and the other co. ofiices.'' The jail is a new brick building, a
few rods w. of the courthouse.^ The poorhouse is situated on a farm of 133 acres in Bethany, near
;

" swift
running water," from the rapid current
below Batavia.
Attica
Between
(Wyoming co.) and Batavia this stream flows
between two parallel road.s about 1 mi. apart. The distance by
the high way is 11 mi,, and by the stream 43 mi.
8 Indian name " Checkanango."
So named because the body of a man supposed to have been
murdered was found in it by Joseph Peters, Esq., of Darien.
5 So named from crossing the old Buffalo Road 11 mi. from
1

Signifying

for 10 mi.
2

By

$17,000.
8

Buffalo.
8

quired to donate 1 acre of land for co. purposes and erect the
necessary co. buildings. Joseph Ellicott, agent of the company,
complied with the requirement of the law, and erected the
buildings in 1802. The first officers of the co. were Joseph Ellicott, First Judge; Daniel D. Brown, District Attorno/ ; James
W. Stevens, Co. Clerk; Richard M. Stoddard, Sheriff; Jeremiah
R. Munson, Surrogate.
T The new courthouse was erected in
1841-42, at a cost of

the act of organization, the
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UoUand Land

Co. were re-

The new

inmat«3

is 5.

jail

was erected

in 1851.

The average number of

GENESEE COUNTY.
the

s.

line,

and 9 mi.

s.

e.

of Batavia.

cost of $ .72 each, in addition to the
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The average number of inmates
income of the farm, which

is

is 90, supported at a weekly
school is mainabout ^1300.

A

tained 7 months in the year, and at suitable age the children are bound out. The general management is creditable to the co., and is far better than tliat of a large majority of similar establishments
in the Statc.^

The N. Y. Central R. R. extends in a s. w. direction through Bergen, Byron, Stafford, Batavia,
Pembroke, and the n. w. corner of Darien. A branch of this road extends s. from Batavia through
Alexander to Attica. The Canandaigua and Niagara Falls Branch extends w. through Le Roy,
The Buffalo, New York
Stafford, Batavia, and Pembroke, crossing the main line at Bata\aa.
& E. R. R. extends through Le Roy, Stafford, Batavia, and Alexander.^ Several plank roads have
been built in the co. but most of them have been abandoned. An important canal feeder extends
from Tonawanda Creek through the n. w. comer of Alabama. There are 5 newspapers published
;

in the co.*

This

CO.

its original limits all that portion of the State included in the purchase
Phelps and Gorham, the original purchasers of the whole of Western N. Y.,

embraced within

of Robert Morris.

meet the obligations to the State of Mass., and a large share of their tract reverted, and
was purchased by Samuel Ogden for Robert Morris, May 12, 1791.* Morris sold the w. portion
of the tract, constituting about seven-eighths of the whole, to the Holland Land Company, July 20,
1793,' reserving to himself a strip of an average width of 12 mi., lying between the Phelps and
Gorham and the Holland Purchases, and known as the Morris Reserve.' The Holland Land Company, an association of capitalists in Holland, made this purchase through agents who were citizens

failed to

1

The poorhonse

accouiuiodation of

is

a brick

tlie

edifice,

Goodrich, Seth M. Gates, Martin 0. Coe, and Cj-nis
Thompson, until 1840, when it passed into the hands
of C. 15. Thompson, its pit-sent publisher.
The Genesee Kepuhlican and Heraild of Reform was commenced
at Le Roy in 1829, and was published for 1 or 2 years
by Freeman & Son, Orestes A. Brownson, editor.
Tht Genesee Courier was commenced at Le Roy in the spring of
1844, by Edw. Bliss, and was published about a year.
Mr. B. resuscitated it in 1853, and published it a short

with a stone wing for the

insane.

A few j-ears since, a route for a K. R. was sur\'eyed from
Batavia to the mouth of Oak Orchard Creek, on Lake Ontario.
* Tlie Genesee
Intelligencer was commenced in the spring of
1807, at Batavia, by Elias Williams, and was the first
paperpublishedw. of Genesee Kiver. It was suspended
in Oct. of the same year. In the spring of 1808 Leuj.
Blodgett and Samuel Peck commenced
The Oyrnucopia, and continued it until 1811.
The Republican Advocate was commenced in 1811, by Benj.
Blodgett and David C. Miller. It soon passed into the
hands of Mr. Miller, and vi-as published by him until
1828. It was then successively iu the hands of Charles
Sentell, Chas. W. Miller, Edwin Ilou^h, Andrew W.
2

—

time.

The Genesee Herald was commenced at Le Roy in 1854,
by

Wm.

C.

to Batavia,

Grummond. In Jan. 18.57, it was removed
where it is now pubhshed by A. .1. McWain.
from the same

The Genesee Daily Herald was issued
ofiice iu 1858,

and

is still

published.

Young, Lewis & Brown, C. C. Allen, Waite & Cooley,
and Daniel D. Waite. In 1854 it was merged iu the
Genesee Co. Whig, and was issued by Kimberly k Goodrich as the

The Le Roy Democrat was commenced iu Dec. 1852, by Ileniy
Todd. In Nov. 1853, it was removed to Batavia and
its name changed to
In Dec. 1856, it passed into the hands
Tlie Batavia Dcmiicrat.
(pf John Berg-en, by whom it was changed to
In 1865 Mr. Good-

Republican Advocate and Genesee Co. Whig.
rich withdrew, and the name was changed to
Tlie Republican Advocate, and was continued by J.
H. Kimberly until 1857, when the office passed to D.
D. Waite, one of its former proprietors, by whom the paper is still published.
Daily Advocate was commenced in May, 1859, by
D. D. Waite.
Thi Spirit of the Timers was commenced at Batavia, Feb. 3, 1819,
by Oran Follett. In May, 1825, it was sold to his brother, Frederick Follett, who continued the publication
until Aug. 1836. It was successively published by
Nelson D. Wood, Fred. Follett, Lucas Seaver, Wm.
Seaver & Son, and Charles Hurley, until 1856.
Tht People's Press was commenced at Batavia in 1825, by an
It was afterward
association, Benj. Blodgett. editor.
issued by Martin, Adams & Xhorp. Adams & Thorp, and
Adams <% McCleary, and was subsequently merged in
the Spirit of the Tiines, and for some years was pub-

The Genesee "Weekly Democrat,

The

ofiBce

of the

Republican Advocate during the Morgan excitement
and continued about a year.
Masonic Intelligencer, instigated by the same excitement,
was published for about the same period from the ofiice
of the People's Press.
Farmers and Mechanics Journal was commenced at Alexaudi^r, Nov. 4, 1S37, by Peter Lawrence. In June, 1840,
it was moved to Batavia and issued as
Batavia Times and Farmers and Mechanics Journal, by
Frederick Follett and Peter Lawrence. Soon after, Fred.
Follett became the sole proprietor, and published it
until Sept. 1843, when it was sold to Lucas Seaver and
was merged in the Spirit of the Times.
Temperance Herald, mo., was issued from the office of the
Spirit of the Times, by Lucas Seaver, for one year from
March, 1842.
in 1827,

The
The
The

The

Tlie

J.

Le Roy Gazette
llalch.

Henry

was commenced in 1826, by J. 0.
It was successively issued by Starr & Ilotchkin,
D. Ward, Ilichard HoUiatcr, Kufus Eobertson, F.

published.

screga Creek, thence northerly along that river to a point 2 mi.
N.of theCannawagus Village, thence due w. 12 mi., thence n. 24"
K. to Lake Ontario.
6 The line
fonning the division between the Holland Purchas«
and the Morris Reserve commenced upon the Penn. line, 12 mi.
w. of the w. line of the Phelps and Gorham Purchase, and from
thence ran due N. to near the center of Stafford, Genesee co.,
thence due w. 2.07875 mi., and thence due n. to Lake Ontario.
This line is known as the Transit Line, ftom its being run by a
transit instrument, then first used in surveys. The oft'set vas
made in this line to prevent the Holland lands from overlapping
the Conn. Tract. The names of the members of the Holland
company were Wilhelm Willink, Jan Willink, Nicholas Van
Stophorst, Jacob Van Stophorst, Nicholas Hubbard, Pieter Van
Eeghen, Christian Van Eeglien, Isaac Ten Gate, Hendrick Vollenhoven, Christina Coster, (widow,) Jan Staduitski, and Rutg?r

lished as

The Spirit of the Times and The People's Press.
Investigator was published at the

The Morgan

still

Whig was commenced at Batavia in 1852, by
Kimberly & TyreU, and was jiubhshed by them until
1S54, when it was merged in the Republican Advocate.
The Le Roy Advertiser was commenced April 1, 1857, by Thos.
B. Tufts. It wns discontinued in July, 18.58.
* The E. line of the Morris Purchase commenced
upon tb«
Penn. line, 44 78-100 mi. w. of the pre-emption line, and ran due
N, to an elm tree at the forks of the Genesee River and Cana
Tlie Genesee Co.

'

21

Schimmelpennick.

• This Reserve was sold out in several
large tracts to different
purchasers. A ti-act containing 87,000 acres, lying immediately
w. of Phelps and Gorhani's "i/i'H lorrf," was sold to Le Roj-,
Bayard and SIcEvers, and is known as the Triangular Tract.
The Connecticut Tract lies immediately w. of the Triangle, and
contains 100,000 acres. It was purchased by the State of Conn
and Sir Wm. Piiltney and was divided between them. Tlio
Cragie Tract, containing 50.000 acres, joins the Conn. Tract on
the s., and immediately E. is the 40,000 Acre Tract. South of
these are successively the Ogden Tract, of 60.000 acres, the Cottinger Tr.ict, of 50,000 acres, the Sterritt Tract, of 150,000 acres,
and the Church Tract, of 100,000 acres. A small tract joiuing
the 40,000 Acre Tract on the S. is known as Morria's Honorary
Creditors' Tract.

GENESEE COUNTY.
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of this country, as at that time aliens could not hold real estate.
Immediately after the passing
council
of title, measures were taken to extinguish the Indian titles and to survey the tract.
of the Senecas was held at "Big Tree," now Geneseo, in Sept. 1797, at which time the Indiana

A

ceded most of their lands

to the whites.^

Land Co. was located at Philadelphia. Theophilus Cazenove,
to the company from the first purgeneral agent, took charge of all the business relating
chase of the lands until 1799. He was succeeded by Paul Busti, who took the chief management
a period of 25 years. His successor was John J. Yander Kemp, who conof affairs until 1824,
The general

the

of the Holland

office

first

—

company until their final settlement. In July, 1797, Joseph
as principal surveyor of the Holland Land Co.* In 1798, Mr. Ellicott and his
from Penn. to Lake
since known as the Transit Line
assistants ran the e. line of the territory
tinued to
Ellicott

the afiairs of the

manage
was engaged

—

—

The surveys were
Ontario, forming the basis for the future surveys and divisions of the territory.
continued until the whole territory was divided into ranges and townships. The former numbered
from E. to w. and the latter from s. to n.
In 1798 the first State roads were laid out from Conewagas, on Genesee River, to the mouth of
BuSalo Creek, and to Lewiston, on Niagara River. A few settlers located in various places in
1798-99, but the settlements did not progress with great rapidity until after the opening of the
"

Land Office in Oct. 1800. The first place of business opened was the Transit Store House"
located on the present site of Stafford Village, in 1798, to furnish supplies to the surveyors engaged
The land office was first established at "Pine Grove," the residence
in running the Transit Line.
of

Asa Ransom, on

CO.,

the present site of Clarence Hollow, Erie co. Upon the organization of Genesee
was transferred to Batavia, where it continued until the final closing up of

in 1802, the office

the affairs of the company. Jn 1821, Mr. Ellicott resigned his agency, and was succeeded
His successor was David E. Evans,
S. Otto, who held the office until his death, in 1827.

by Jacob

who

con-

tinued in charge of affairs until 1837, when the business of the company was closed.' In 1811,
Ebenezer Mix entered the service of tlie company as clerk, and for 27 years he had control of th(s

—

and subdivisions of lands, a post for which his mathematical abilities, a tenacious
memory, and habits of order admirably qualified him. In 1835 the Holland Company sold all their
remaining lands and all their interests to a new company, principally of Batavians, and a new order
of things was established. Difficulties at once arose between the new company and the settlers in
various parts of tlie purchase and, finally, mobs collected to destroy the land offices.* The opening
of this new region to settlement, under the auspices of a liberal and wealthy company, instituted
a new order of things in the general history of the co., and was of incalculable benefit to the settlers.
Mills were erected, costly roads opened, and every thing done to facilitate settlement and to remove
The lands were sold at fair prices and on the most liberal terms.
difficulties in the path of settlers.
The affairs of the company, both at their general and local offices, were conducted by gentlemen of
In consequence of the richness of the lands
liberal culture, enlarged views, and humane hearts.
and the liberal terms offered by the company, the whole region rapidly filled up with an industrious,
intelligent, and enterprising population. Many of the early settlers afterward occupied high official
positions and became known throughout the State for their ability and integrity.
entire sales

;

1 The tracts reserved
by the Indians were the Cannawagus
Reservation, of 2 sq. mi., on the Genesee, w. of Avon Little
Beards and Big Tree Reservation, of 4 sq. mi., on the Genesee,
opposite Genese ; Sqnakie Hill Reservation, of 2 sq. mi., on the
Genesee, n. of Mt. Morris Gardean Reservation, of 28 sq. mi.,
on both Sides of the Genesee, in Castile and Mt. Morris; the
Caneadea Reservation of 16 sq. mi., on both sides of the Genesee,
in Allegany co.; the Oil Spring Reservation, of 1 sq. mi., on
the line between Cattaraugus and Allegany
the Allegany
Reservation, of 42 sq. mi., on both sides of the Allegany River,
extending N. from the Penn. line the Cattaraugus Reservation,
of 42 sq. mi., on both sides of the mouth of Cattaraugus Creek
the Buffalo Reservation, of 130 sq. mi., on both sides of Buffalo
Creek ; the Tonawanda Reservation, of 70 sq. mi., on both sides
of Tonawanda Creek, mostly in Genesee co. ; and the Tuscarora
Reservation, of 1 sq. mi., 3 mi. E. of Lewiston, Niagara co. The
titles to all these reservations, except the Tonawanda, Buffalo,
Cattaraugus, Tuscarora, and Allegany, have since been extinguished.
2 Mr. Ellicott took entire charge of the
surveys of these lands,
and completed them in 10 or 12 years. In 1800 he received the
uppointmeut of local agent, and for a period of more than 20
years he had almost exclusive control of the company's local
business. Under his management an immense tract of wilderness was converted into one of the finest agricultural regions in
the world. From his first advent into Western N. Y., he took a
high position as an enterprising citizen, independent of his
connection with the land ofiice. He conducted the large and
pgmpUcated business committed to his charge with marked
;

;

;

;

;

ability,

tensive
ence.

and he left a name highly honored throughout the exdomain over which he exerted bo commanding an influ-

8 In 1850 an act was
passed directing the original field notes
and maps to be deposited in the secretary's office for preservar
tion and as legal proofs. In closing the affairs of the company,
it was found necessary to obtain evidence of the death of certain
original proprietors; and an act, passed May 13, 1846, directed
the appointment of a special commissioner to visit Kurope.
Julius Rhoades was intrusted with this duty.
* One of the
principal causes of disturbance was a rumor that

the new company intended to exact a certain sum for the renewal or extension of every contract. This rule became very
obnoxious the extra payment received the name of the '• Genesee Tariff," and opposition to it was extensively resolved upon.
The office at Mayville, Chautauqua Co., was broken open Feb. 6,
1836, and the books and papers were seized and burned in the
highway. On the 13th of May, a report reached Batavia
?ublic
hat 700 armed men were on their way to burn the land oflice
at that place. Mr. Evans, the agent, at once fortified the oflice.
and collected a force of 50 men, well armed, to protect it. The
militia were also called out. The mob soon came into town ;
;

but, learning the preparations made to give them a warm reception, and well knowing the resolute character of Mr. Evans,
" discretion was the better
they concluded that
part of
Bevalor," and went away without offering any violence.
tween 50 and 60 of the ringleaders were arrested; but the difiS-

were afterward amicably adjusted, and the prosccutiona
were dropped.
culties
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location of the principal land office of the company at Batavia converted it at once into a
and consequence ; and the subsequent selection of the village as the co. seat of

place of business

Several
it for many years one of the most important places in Western N. Y.
were afterward established, but they were aJ subordinate to the one at Batavia.
In the summer of 1826, William Morgan, of Batavia, a mason, commenced the preparation of
a work disclosing the secrets of free masonry, to be published by David C. Miller, a printer
of the same place. When this fact became known, members of the masonic order became excited,

Genesee

co.

other land

made

offices

and took measures at once to suppress the book. A stranger was introduced to the printer, who,
under the pretense of friendship, labored to gain an interest in the publication, and thus get possession of the MS. Morgan was arrested on a civil suit, and gave bail but in Aug. 1826, his bail
surrendered him to the sheriff, and he was imprisoned over the Sabbath, while his lodgings were
An attempt was also made to burn the
searched, and it is said some of his papers were seized.
On Sunday, Sept. 10, a warrant was obtained at Cananoffice where the book was to be printed.
of Morgan at Batavia, 50 mi. distant, on a charge
daigua, by Nicholas G. Chesebro, for the arrest
The next day he
of stealing a shirt and cravat, which he had borrowed of one E. C. Kingsley.
was arrested and taken in a stage coach to Canandaigua, but was discharged by the justice who
had issued the warrant. lie was immediately re-arrested, at the instance of Chesebro, on a claim
;

him by one Ackley and, although he took off his coat that the
payment, he was lodged in jail. On the evening of the 12th, while

of $2 for a tavern bill assigned to
officer

it

for

;

might levy upon
the jailer was absent, his wife, acting under the advice of Chesebro, released the prisoner, as the
claim upon which he was held had been paid by Loton Lauson, a pretended friend. As Morgan
passed out of the jail, he was seized by Lauson and a man called Foster, gagged, thrust into a
the last that was seen of him except by masons
carriage, and driven toward Rochester. This was
and whatever else is known was ascertained by judicial inquiry. Various theories were advanced
as to his fate, the most prevalent one being that he was drowned in Niagara River.
The disappearance of Morgan excited suspicion, and led to an investigation. Citizens of Batavia, Le Roy, and other places along the route of the abduction, held meetings, appointed committees which brought to light the facts above stated, and an intense excitement followed. Several
persons were tried for participating in the abduction. Some plead guilty, and were imprisoned,
;

and others escaped conviction. The delays finally barred new prosecution, by the statute of limitaThe excitement following the investigation, at first directed against the
tion, except for murder.
immediate participants in the outrage, was soon turned against the masonic fraternity. The belief
that a powerful organization, bound by secret oaths, with their members occupying high official
excited alarm, and led at once to the formapositions, would perpetrate a crime of this magnitude,
The excitement spread through the State
tion of anti-masonic organizations as a political party.
and country, members of the fraternity seceded in large numbers, and a systematic effort was made
The intense feeling continued, and the mutual recriminations of the two
to crush the order.
and social relations of society until about 1832,
parties entered into all the political, religious,
when other political questions arose, and the excitement gradually died away, and now it is
understood that members of the masonic order generally condemn the deed as heartily as others.^
Immediately after the abduction of Morgan, an attempt was made to obtain the MS. of Morthe printer, but without success.*
gan's "Revelations," then in the hands of Miller
1 In
1828, a law was passed authorizing the Governor to apthe Morgan
point a commissioner to make a full investigation of
Daniel Moseley, of Onondaga co., was appointed to this
affair.
oflRcp; hut upon receiving the appointment of Circuit Judge, in

1829, he resigned, and was succeeded by John C. Spencer, who
made a report to the Legislature in 1830, containing all the information upon the subject then known.
The personal characters of the two men who were made the
victims of these outrages would have ruined their schemes had

they been made publicly known. Morgan was a bricklayer and
stonemason of damaged reputation, and Miller a refugee debtor
from N.H., and finally left Batavia under circumstances extremely inconsistent with honor. For details, see Hammond's
Political Hist. N.T., chap, xxxviii; Assembly Jour.. Vi'2'i, p. ^Q\\
do. 1829, p. 409, and Appendix F; Ass6^. Docs. 1830, No. C7186; Anti-Masonic Almanacs, 1828-32; Brown's Narrative of
Anti-Masonic Excitement, <fe.
2 In
Sept. 1827, Jesse French, Roswell Wilcox, and James
Hurlburt were tried and convicted for assault and battery upon
David C. Miller, and for false imprisonment and riot. In the
evidence before the court it appeared that, on the 12th of Sept.
1826, French, then holding the office of constable, came into the
printing office of Miller, and arrested him upon a writ issued by
Justice Bartow, of Le Roy. Miller was taken into a carriage
and driven off, attended by a large party armed with clubs.

among whom were Wilcox and ilurlbnrt. At Stafhe was taken into a masonic lodge room, where efforts
were made to frighten him, and he was threatened with the
When taken out of the lodge room, a large
fate of Morgan.
number of his friends had collected, and he was there first permitted to see counsel, and to know the nature of the suis
against him, which was a civil action for debt. Bail was refused, and repeated demands to be taken immediately before
the magistrate were unheeded. From Stafford to Le Roy ho
was closely guarded by a large number of armed men and
attended by an equally large number of his friends. Upon his
arrival at Le Roy he resolutely insisted upon going before the
magistrate, and, a-ssisted by his crowd of friends, he was enabled
After
to do so, taking the unwilling constable along with him.
a short delay he was discharged. On his way back to Batahad
followed
who
his
under
of
a
of
escort
number
friends,
via,
him to Le Roy, efforts were made to re-arrest him, which hie
conspicuous
ford

It is said that a portion of the M3.
prevented.
was preserved by the wives of some of the masons who were
most prominent in their efforts to destroy it. French wan
sentenced to one year's imprisonment in the co. jail, Wilcox,
to 6 months, and Ilurlburt to 3 mos. James Granson was tried
and acquitted.
Great excitement followed these events, and a civil war wa«
John's Day following
anticipated. At the celebration of Saint

friends
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was formed from Shelby (Orleans co.) and Pembroke, as " Gern/svUle,"^ April
was changed Api-il 21, 1828.
1826.
Its
name
17,
part of Wales was annexed in 1832. It is
the N. W. corner town of the co. The surface is level or gently undulating. The n. and w. por-

ALiABAiyiA^

A

by marshes, forming a part of the Tonawanda Swamp. Oak Orchard Creek flows
across the n. e. corner, and Tonawanda Creek across the s. w. corner.
limestone terrace, 50 to
75 ft. high, extends across the s. part of the town. Tonawanda Creek flows down this declivity in
tions are covered

A

known as Tonawanda Falls, furnishing a fine water power. Near the
center of the n. part of the town, a few rods from the banks of Oak Orchard Creek, are the " Oak
Orchard Acid Springs."^ The soil is a gravelly and sandy loam with a clay sub-soil. Alabama.
a perpendicular cascade

Center (Alabama p. o.)
lies in

line.

Wlieatville

contains 2 churches and several mills. Pop. 166.

(p. v.)

the n. e. part of the town.
Pop. 93. Smitliville (South Alabama p. o.) lies near the e.
Pop. 147, The first settlement was made in 1806, by James Walsworth.* The first church

W.

Bap.) was formed in the e. part of the town, in 1824, by Elder Samuel Whitcomb, the first
The Tonawanda Indian Reservation occupies a section of land 2 mi. wide, lying on
Tonawanda Creek and comprising about one-fourth of the area of the town.
(F.

preacher.*

AIjEXAJVDER®—^was

formed from Batavia, June

8,

1812.

It lies

on the

s.

border of the

co.,

and s. and rolling in the n. The summits in
to 250 ft. above the valleys.
The streams are Tonawanda Creek, flowing n.
through the center of the town, Little Tonawanda, Huron, and Bowens Creeks, and several smaller
streams.
The soil upon the hills is a gravelly loam with a clay sub-soil, and in the valleys it is a

w. of the center.
the s. w. are 200

Its surface is hilly in the center

April 24, 1834, is situated upon Tonawanda Creek,
a flouring mill, seminary,' and 3 churches. It is a station
upon the Attica branch of the Central R. R., and also upon the B., N. Y. & E. R. R. Pop. 345.
Brookvllle (p.o.) is a hamlet. The first settlement was made by Alexander Rea, in 1802.®
rich alluvium.

Alexander,

near the center of the town.

The

first

(p. v.,) incorp.

It contains

church (M. E.) was formed in 1835.*

BATATIA — was

formed March 30, 1802. Chautauqua was taken off in 1804, Alexander,
Bergen, Bethany, and Pembroke in 1812, and Elba and a part of Stafford in 1820. It is the central
town of the co. Its surface is level or gently undulating. A limestone ridge, 20 to 50 feet high

Tonawanda Creek flows northward from the
E. and w. through the n. part of the town.
Alexander to Batavia Village, where it turns westward and flows centrally through the
town to the w. border. Bowens Creek is the only other considerable stream. The soil is a deep,
fertile, sandy and gravelly loam with a clay sub-soil.
Batavia, (p. v.,) the co. seat, was incorp.
extends
line of

April 23, 1823.

Besides the

co. buildings, it contains a

the abduction, an incident occurred which showed the excited
Btate of fee'ing that pervaded the community. During the day,
I'rederick Follett, late Canal Commissioner, a mason, while attending to his duties as marshal of the day. suddenly found
himself surrounded by an infuriated crowd of armed men, evidently determined to kill him. He drew his sword, put spurs
to his horse, and succeeded in throwing otf the grasp of two men
upon the bridle, and escaped from the crowd.
"
1 Named from the State of
Alabama, and said to signify Here

we

rest."

*

female seminary,^" union school," bank, 3

Large quantities of this water are annually bottled and sold for
medicinal purposes.
<
Among the otherearly .settlers were Robt. Harper, Jesse Lund,
Dr. Smith, (from Vt.,) and Peter, Joseph, and James Holmes,
(from Delaware co.) The first births were those of twin children
of James Walsworth, in 1806; the first death was that of an unkuown traveler, at the house of Mr. AValsworth, in 1808. He
was buried without a coffin or religious services. The first
school was taught by Henry Howard, in 1817; the first inn was
kept by James Walsworth, in 1808; the first store, by Nahum
Loring, in 1828 and the first sawmill was erected in 1824, by
Sam'l Whitcomb, at Wheatville.
6 The census
reports 4 churches 3 Bap. and 1 M. E.
« Named from Alexander
Kea, the first settler, and for several
years a State Senator.
' The Genesee and
Wyoming Seminary was founded in 1834,
through the efforts and liberality of Samuel Benedict and Henry
Hawkins. In 1845, Mr. Hawkins bequeathed to the institution
$4000, his private library, and a geological cabinet. It has now
a respectable library and cabinet of natural history; and its main
building, erected of stone in 1837, has the capacity of accommodating 300 students.
8 John
Oney, Lewis Disbrow, Geo.Darrow, and Mr. Blackman
settled in the t«wn in 1802-03. The first death was that of Wm.
Whitney, in 1803, by the fall of a tree. The first school was
taught by Mr. Jones, in the winter of 1805-06, at Alexander Vil-

Intended to be named in honor of David Gary, one of the early
but through a cheat it was called " Gerrysi-ilie," from
Elbridge Gerry, Ex Vice-President.
8 These
springs are 9 in number, and are all found within a
circle of 50 rods.
They issue from mounds, evidently formed
by the action of the water, 21 to 4 ft. above the surrounding
surface. No two of these springs arealike; and in one instance
three springs issue from a single mound within 10 ft. of each
other, and the waters are essentially dissimilar. The following
is an analysis of the waters of the three principal springs:
No. 2,
E. Emmons.
iVb. 1, by ProfJ. SUHman and
63^ Prof.
Norton.
1.552
Sulphate lime
"
134.732
iron
4.904
Sulphuric acid
"
28.623
iron
0.623
Proto-sulphate
magnesia
21.690 Free sulphuric acid
16.132
Sulphate alumina.
"
"
74.S91
lime
1.360
organic matter
" silica
"
35.596
0.230
magnesia,
Harvey Hawkins kept the first inn, in 1809, and the first
lage.
«
5.519
Alexander Bea and Joseph Fellows built the
potash
store, in 1807.
"
6.343
Total No. of grs. in 1 pt. 24.801
soda
first sawmill, in 1804; and Wm. Adams the first gristmill, in
2.434
No.Z.
1807.
Chloride sodium
'•
» The census
M. E., and
4.592 Free sulphuric acid
silica
12.414
reports 3 churches in town ; Presb.,
0.736
Univ.
Sulphate lime
"
for young
10
school
iron
314.420
a
Female
3.920
Mrs. Bryan's
Grains
Seminary, boarding
"
1.236
ladies.
The school building is the former mansion of David E.
magnesia
Organic matter
0.100
Evans.
n The Batavia Union Schoolhouse was erected in 1847, at a
0.000
Silica, a trace
cost of $7000. It includes a higher English and classical deTotal No. of grs. in Ipt 18.406
partment.
;

settlers;

;
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establishments.* Pop.
ne-wspapor offices, 5 churches, an arsenal,^ and a number of manufacturing
2868. Bushvllle is a hamlet. In 1800, Joseph Ellicott fixed upon the site of Batavia Village
as the most eligible place for the location of the office of the Holland Land Co., and in the spring of

1802 the office was removed to this place. The land office building is still standing. The old courthouse and jail is now occupied as a public hall. In March, 1801, Abel Rowe came to the place
and erected the first building, and immediately opened it as an inn.^ The first church (Cong.)
Rev. Ephraim Chapin was the first preacher.*
was formed by Rev. Royal Phelps, in 1809.
Batavia was the focus of the great anti-masonic excitement which followed the abduction of William

Morgan

in 1826.^

BERGEN—was

formed from Batavia, June 8, 1812.
Byron was taken off in 1820. Its
toward
the n. Black Creek flows E.
inclination
has
a
and
slight
gently undulating,
The soil is a gravelly and clay loam. Bergen Corthrough the town a little n. of the center.
ners, (Bergen p. o.,) on the e. border of the town, contains 3 churches and 30 dwellings.
"
"Wardville, formerly called Cork," on the Central R. R., \ mi. N. of Bergen Corners, contains
443 inhabitants. Stone Cliurcli (p. o.) is a hamlet on the line of Le Roy. Nortli Bergen
surface

is

are hamlets. East Bergen is a p. o. The first settlement was
(p. 0.) and West Bergen (p. o.)
made at Bergen Village, by Samuel Lincoln, from Conn, about 1805.® The first religious meeting
was held at South Bergen, in Sept. 1807; Rev. Calvin Ingals (Presb.) was the first settled
minister.^

BET-HA]¥Y—was

formed from Batavia, June

on the s. border of the co., e.
Black Creek flows n. through
near the center of the town, and Little Tonawanda Creek through the s. w. and n. w. corners. The
soil in the E. is a dark,,
loam, and in the w. a heavy, clay loam. Weak brine springs have
Its surface is hilly in the

of the center.

s.

and

1812.

8,

It lies

rolling in the n.

gravelly
attempts to procure salt water by boring have proved unsuccessful. Betlianj''
Center (Bethany p.o.) contains 2 churches and 35 dwellings, East Bethany (p. v.) a church
and about 20 dwellings, and Einden, (p. v.,) a station on the B. & N. Y. City R. R., a flouring

been found but
;

all

"West Betliany Mills

and sawmill, a furnace, and 40 dwellings.

merly "Bennetts Settlement'") is a hamlet. The
town in 1803, by John Torrey, from Cayuga co.*

BYROIV—named

from Lord Byron

N. border of the co., e. of the center.

first

The

is

a p.o.

Canada

(for-

made

in the n.e. part of the
census reports 5 churches in town.»

settlement was

—was

Its

formed from Bergen, April 4, 1820. It lies on the
surface is gently undulating, with a slight inclination to

near the center of the town, receiving the waters of Bigelow and
The soil is a fine quality of gravelly and
Spring Creeks, then turns n. e. and flows into Bergen.
issues
carburetted
from
which
A
loam.
hydrogen gas, is found on Black
sulphur spring,
sandy
"
Sour Spring," is found in the s. w.
Creek a little n. of Byron. An acid spring, known as the
located near the center of the town, contains 2 churches and
part of the town.^" Byron, (p. v.,)
about 150 inhabitants. Soutli Byron" (p. v.) is a station on the Central R. R. Pop. about 200.

the N.

Black Creek flows

Pumpkin Hill"

is

n. to

a hamlet.

Benham

Preston, from Batavia,

1 This arsenal was erected by the State, at Batavia, under an
act of 1808 for the protection of tlie northern and western fronIt continues in use aa a depository of arms and military
tiers.

equipage.

—

;

—

that of
Harris, in 1807. Hannah Austin taught the first
Bchool, in 1806; Stephen Russell opened an inn, in 1801; James
Brisbane kept the first store, in 1802 ; and Jos. Ellicott erected
the first Bsiwmill, in 1801, and the first gri.stmill, in 1804, on the
Tonawanda Creek, for the Holland Land Co.
4 The census
reports 6 churches ; 2 Presb., Prot. E,, Bap., M.
6

and R.

C.

See page 32.3.
Among the early settlers were Jedediah Crosby, David Potter, Wm. White, Jas. Landen, and David Franklin, (from Conn.,)
who came in 1805-06; and Simon Pierson, (also from Conn.,) in
•

first settler,

on

lot 197,

1808. The first child born was Luthei Crosby, in 1806; the first
inn wa.s kept at Beigeu Corners by Samuel IJutler, in 1810: the
first store by Levi Ward, in 1808. Jared Merrill erected the first
sawmill, in the N. w. part of the town, in 1811 and Titus Wilcox
(from Conn.) taught the first school, in the winter of 1807-08, at
Bergen Corners.
' The census
reports 5 churches; 2 Cong., and 1 each Presb.,
;

- This
village is one of the most important R. R. stations in
Western N.Y. From it three branches of the N. Y. Central R. R.
extend w. and s. w., one to Niagara Falls, one to Buffalo, and
one to Attica and two toward the E., one to Rochester and one
to Canandaigua. The Buffalo, N. Y. & Erie R. Road also passes
through the place.
3 The
village was named by Mr. Ellicott in 1802. the locality
"
having previously been known as The Bend." The first road
was opened through the village in Feb. 1802. Among the early
settlers were Stephen Russell, Isaac Sutherland, Oen.WorthyL.
Churchill, Col. Wm. Rumsey, John Thomson, John Lamberton,
David E. Evans, James Brisbane, James W, Stevens, Richard
Abbey, Jedediah Crosby, Gideon Elliott, Cotton Leach, Samuel
Munger. The first marriage
F. Geer, Benajah Worden, and
was that of Wm. Leston and Lavinia How; and the first death,

E.,

was the

and R. C.
In the same year Capt. Geo. Lathrop, from Conn., settled on
the N. part of the town, and Orsemus Kellogg, from
Sheffield, Mass., in the E. part.
Lyman D. Prindle, from Honsick,
settled at East Bethany in 1805; Joseph Adgate, from Ulster
CO., and Mather I'eck, from Lyme, Conn., near East Bethany in
1806. The first birth was that of a child of Orsemus Kellogg, in
1803; and the first death, that of Solomon Lathrop, in 1806.
Matilda Wedge, from New England, taught the first school, in
Elisha Ilurlburt,
1808. Sylvester Lincoln kept the first inn
from Vt., the first store, in 1808 and Judge Wilson built the
M.

E.,

8

lot 40, in

;

;

first gristmill, in 1811.
» 2
and 1 each

M. E., Bap., and F. W. Bap.
Presb.,
10 The acid
spring issues from a hillock about 2.3U feet long and
100 broad, elevated 4 or 5 feet above the plain. The strength
of the acid is increased by drouth, and in some places it is quite
concentrated and nearly dry in its combination with the charred
to a depth
vegetable coat which everywhere covers the hillock
of from 5 to 40 inches.— Beet's Mineralogy iV. I'., p. 149.
" Brusseli'iUe."
11
as
known
Locally
12 Named from the fact that an early tavern sign at that plac«
was painted yellow and resembled a pumpkin.
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in 1807.^
in 1809.

The first religious services were held by Rev. Eoyal Phelps, (Presb.,) from Cayuga
The first church (Bap.) was formed in 1810, by Elder Benjamin M. Parks.^

DAREEUT—^was

formed from Pembroke, Feb.

10, 1832.

co.,

It is the s.w. corner to-wn of the co.

The surface is hilly in the s. and rolling in the n. The streams are the Eleven Mile, Crooked, and
Murder Creeks, The soil in the n. is a sandy and gravelly loam, and in the s. a clayey loam underI>a.rieil Center, (p. v.,) formerly "Kings Cornei's," contains a church,
laid by limestone.
seminary,^ and 20 dwellings. Darien City, (Darien p. o.,) in the e. part of the town, contains a
church and 50 dwellings. The first settlement was made near Darien City, by Orange Carter, from
The census reports 4 churches in town.^
Vt., in 1803.*

ELiBA —was

formed from Batavia, March 14, 1820. Oakfield was taken ofi" in 1842. It is the
town on the n. border of the co. The surface is level or undulating. Oak Orchard Creek
flows N. E. through the center of the town to the n.e. corner, and thence turns w. and flows through
the N. part into Oakfield. The Tonawanda swamp extends along its course in the x. part of the
town. The soil is a fertile, sandy, gravelly and clayey loam. Pine Hill (Elba p. v.) lies near
central

Transit,* on the line of Byron, is a hamlet. Lian^tons Corners, Mills Corners, (East Elba p. o.,) and Da^TS Corners are farming neighborhoods.
The first settlement was made at Daws Corners in 1801, by Samuel and Amos Ranger, from Vt.'
the center of the town. Pop. 400.

The

religious meetings were held by Rev. Mr.
was formed by Elder John Miner, in 1821.*

first

(Bap.)

Mitchell, (M.E.,) in 1807.

ROY'—was formed from Caledonia (Livingston co.)
changed April 6, 1813. A part of Stafibrd was taken

IjE
was

as
ofi"

"

The

first

church

June 8, 1812. Its name
and a part of Pavilion in

Bellona,"

in 1820,

town on

Its surface is level or gently undulating.
tlie e. border of the co.
100 feet high, extends through the n. part of the town. Oatka Creek, the
principal stream, flows from the s. w. corner of the town n. e. to a point a little n. or the center,
thence turns and pursues a s, e. course to the e. border. Buttermilk Falls, 90 feet high, marks its

1842.

It is the central

A limestone ridge, 40 to

descent over the limestone terrace.^" The

Onondaga
Creek,

is

Roy

lie

soil is generally a sandy or gravelly loam.
Gypsum and
In the e. part, s. of Oatka
limestone, for building purposes, are obtained in this town.
an extensive tract of oak openings, covered thickly with stone and hard of cultivation.
It is finely located on Oatka Creek, and contains a
(p.v.) was incorp. May 5, 1834.

bank, 1 newspaper

office,

a female seminary," 6 churches, and several manufacturing establish-

1
Hoskins, in 1808;
Among the other first settlers were
Elisha Taylor, from Otsego co., (on lot 186;) Theeter T. Hol^Vheaton
from
co.
bruok,
Carpenter, from II. I. aod
Cayuga
Elisha Mi'ler, from Penn., on lot 2, in 1809 ; Nathan Holt, from
in
and
Asa
Merrills, from Oneida co., in 1811.
1810;
Otsego CO.,
The first child born was a son of Elisha Taylor, in 1809 ; the
first marriage, that of Saml. Montgomery and Polly Parks, in
1811 and the first death, that of a sou of Mr. Hoskins. Thester
T. Holbrook taught the first school, in 1810-11; Ira Newbury
kept the first inn. In 1815 Amos Hewett, the first store, in 1813;
Wra. Shepard erected the first sawmill, in 1813; and Asa Williams the first gristmill, in 1814.
2 The census
reports 4 churches in town; 2 M. E., and 1 each
;

;

:

;

We

Presb and F. W. Bap.
3 The Darien
Seminary was established in 1850, by Robert

Blennerhassett.
* Isaac Chaddock, from
Vt., settled near Darien City in 1804.
The first child born was Harriet Carter, in 1805. Stephen
Parker kept the first inn, in 1808, at Darien City and Stephen
King the first store, in 1815, at D.Hrien Center. The first .sawmill was erected by Amos Humphrey, in 1809, on Eleven Mile
Creek.
s
Cong., Bap., P. W. Bap., and M. E.
6 Named from its location on the E. transit meridian of the
Holland Land Company's survey.
' Sam'l
Clark, from Mass., and his son Sam'l, settled in 1802,
and Samuel Hall, from Seneca co., and John Young, came soon
The first birth was that of Betsey White, in 1802 the
after.
Mason Turner
first death, that ol David Kingsley, in 1804.
taught the first school, near the center, in 1811 Stephen Harmon kept the first inn, in 1815 and Saml Lane the first store,
in 1819, at Pine Hill. Hoi-ace Gibbs erected the first sawmill,
on a branch of Spring Creek, in the E. jiart of the town, in 181u
and Comfort Smith the first gristmill, on the same stream, in
1815. The ^vidow of .Tohn Young gives the following account of
"
some of the trials of pioneer life:
My husband having the year
before been out and purchased his land upon the Holland Purfrom our home in Virtdnia,
we
started
1804
of
chase, in the fall
on horseback, for our new location. We came through Maryat
the
Milton, thence via Tioga
Susquehanna
land, crossing
Point and the then usual route. In crossing the Alleghany Mts.
became
horses
the
us
came
frightened by wild
upon
night
We wrapped ourselves in our
l>east8, and refused to proceed.
:

;

;

;

—

:

:

:

;

;

cloaks and horse hlankets, and attempted to get some rest, but
had a disturbed night of it. Panthers came near us, often giving terrific screams. The frightened horses snorted and stamped
upon the rocks. Taking an early start in the morning, we soon
came to a settler's house, and were informed that we had stopped
in a common resort of the panther. My husband built a shanty,
which was about 10 feet square, flat roofed, covered with split
ash shingles; the floor was made of the halves of split hasswood;
no chimney. A blanket answered the purpose of a door for a
while, until my husband got time to make a door of split plank.
needed no window the light came in where the smoke went
out. For chairs we had benches, made by splitting logs and setting the sections upon legs. A bedstead was made by boring
holes in the side of the shanty, inserting pieces of timber which
rested upon two upright posts in front, a side piece completing
the structure, peeled basswood bark answering the place of a
We of course had brought no bed with us on horseback;
cord.
so one had to be procured. We bought a cotton bag of Mr. Brisbane, and, stuffing it with cat-tail, it was far better than no bed.
The second year we were in, I had an attack of the fever and
ague, which confined me for neai ly a year. That year my husband cleared four acres, besides taking care of me and doing the
cooking. It was no uncommon thing, in the first years of settlement, for women in childbirth to be deprived of the aid of a
physician and often the attendance of their own sex hftd to be
dispensed with. Mr. Young died in 18-36." Turner's Pion. Hist.
8 The census
reports 5 churches in town 1 each Bap., Cong.,
M. E., Prot. M., and Friends.
9 Named in honor of Herman Le
Roy, one of the original pur"
chasers of the
TrianffU Tract."
10 When the water is
it
low,
disappears in the bed of the
stream about 2 miles above the falls, and finds its way to the
lower channel through a subterranean passage.

I

I

11 The
Ingham University, late Ingham Collegiate Institute,
incorp. 1857. The institution was first established .it Attica,
in 18.35, by Miss Marietta Ingham, and a younger sister, Emily

'

was

.

E.

|

Ingham, Cnow Mrs. Phineas Stanton,) from M.^ss. In 1S37 it
was removed to Le Roy, and was established as the ^'Le Roy
Female Seminary" by "the founders, aided and supported by
Messrs. Saml. Comstock, Jonathan P. Darling, Seth M. Gates,
Albert Brewster, A. S. Uphani, Enos Bachelder, A. P. Hascall,
Lee Comstock, Israel Rathbone, Richard Ilollister, and Wm. S.
Bradley. It was chartered in 1841; and in 1855 the whole
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Pop. 2081. Fort Ilill^ is a hamlet. The first settlement was made in 1797, by Charles
Wilbur, near Le Roy Village.* The first religious services (Prot. E.) were held at the village by
the llev. Davenport Phelps, in 1802.*

ments.

OAKFIEL,D*—was
w. of the

The

formed from Elba, April

11, 1842.

It lies

on the

n. border of the co.,

Oak Orchard

Creek, the principal
marsh, fornung a portion of the Touawauda
stream, flows w. through the n. part of the town.
swamp, extends along its course. The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam underlaid by clay. Brine
springs, from which salt was formerly manufactured, are found near the center of the town.
center.

surface

is

level or gently undulating.

A

viHe^

was

an academy® and 2 churches.
Most of the town was an Indian
Reservation, and the lands were not sold to the whites until subsequent to 1832. The first settlers
were Erastus Walcott, Gideon Dunham, and Christopher Kenyon, who came in 1801.' One mi. w.
" Old
of Caryville are the remains of an ancient fortification known as the
Fort," consisting of a
Presb.
ditch and breastworks, including about 10 acres of ground. There are 2 churches in town
and M. E.
Ca.1'3

Pop. 500.

(Oakfield p. o.)

incorp. in July, 1858.

Oakfield and Mecbanicville

It contains

hamlets.

are

;

—

PAVILiIO^V was formed from Covington, (Wyoming co.,) May 19, 1841. Portions were
annexed from Le Roy and Stafibrd, March 22, 1842. It is the s. e. corner town of the co. The
surface is hilly in the s. and undulating in the N. Oatka Creek, the principal stream, flows n. a
The soil is a fertile, gravelly loam underlaid by clay. Fruits
little w. of the center of the town.
are extensively cultivated. Pavilion (p. v.) is situated on Oatka Creek, near the s. border of the
"
town. Pop. 21G. Pavilion Center, (p. v.,) formerly ^Soh^^ Le Roy," contains a church
The first settlement was made in 1809, by
and 20 houses. Union Corners is a hamlet.
Peter Crosman.' The first church edifice (Univ.) was erected at the village of Pavilion, in 1832.'

PEMBROItE —was
in 1826,

and Darien

formed from Batavia, .June

in 1832.

It is the central

1812.

8,

A part of

Alabama was taken

town upon the w. border of the

ofi"

Its surface is

co.

Tonawanda Creek flows through the N. E. corner, and Murder Creek
w. parts.
The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam intermixed with clay.
The Tonawanda Indian Reservation occupies a portion of the n. part of the town. East
broke, (p. v.,) on the line of Batavia, contains an academy,^" 2 churches, and 35 dwellings,
Ricliville," (Pembroke p. o.,) 1 church and 40 dwellings, Eongs Corners, {Corfu p. o.,) in
the s. part of the town, 2 churches and 45 dwellings, and Mogadore, (North Pembroke p. o.,)
20 dwellings. Prospect Hill is a hamlet. The first settlement was made in the town in
1804, by David Goss, from Mass.^* The first church (Cong.) was formed by Rev. Joshua Spencer,

level or gently undulating.

through the

first

s.

and

s.

minister, in 1810, at

Pem-

Longs

Corners.^*

STAFFORD —was

formed from Batavia and Le Roy, March 24, 1820. A part of Pavilion
was taken ofi" in 1842. It is an interior town, lying e. of the center of the co. Its surface is unduBlack Creek flows n. through the center of the town,
lating, with a general slight slope to the n.
and Bigelow Creek rises in the w. and flows in the same direction. The soil is a productive, sandy
establishment, costing over $20,000, was donated by its founders
to the Synod of Genesee, upon tlie conditions that a full collegiate course should be established, and a permanent fund raised
for its support. The gift was accepted by the Synod, and the
present name bestowed.
1 On the brow of the hill at this
place are the ruins of an old
Smithsonian Contributirms, vol. II., art. 0, p. 48.
fort.
2
John and James, settled
his
2
sons
and
John
Ganson,
Capt.
near Le Roy Village in 1798, and Gideon Fordham, Alexander
McPherson, and Hines Chamberlin in 1800-01. The first child
born was Naomi Wilbur, in 1799 and the first after the town
was named Le Roy was Wm. Le Roy Annin, in 1814. Geo. A.
Tiffany kept the first store, in 1806; and the Holland Land Co.
built the first mill, in 1804.
s The census reports 6 churches in town; 1 each Prot. E.,
Presb., Cong., Bap., M. E., and K. C.
* Named from the fact that the lands of the town were mostly

—

;

"OaA- Openings."
s Named from Col. Alfred Cary, an early
citizen.
« The

settler

and prominent

Cary Collegiate Institute was founded in 1840, mainly
by the influence and means of Col. Alfred Cary, who died in
this town Sept. 17, 1858, aged 79. The building (which is of
Btone) and apparatus cost $15,000. The institution hag accommodations for 200 students. Besides large contributions to its
establishment, Col. Cary has endowed the institution with
$20,000. It is now under charge of the Prot. E. Church.
1 The first store was
kept in 1833, by Col. Cary, at Caryville ;
tod the first inn by Gideon Dunham, at Dunhams Corners, la

1805.

The

Kenyon,

first

saw and

grist mill

were erected by Christopher

in 1811.

8

Among the other first settlers were James BlcWithey, Solomon Terrill, Reuben Burnham, and Joshua Shumway, in 1810;
Sylvanus Young, Elijah Phelps, Amasa Allen, and several brothel's of the name of Burgess, in ISll
and Isaac Storm, in 1812,
most of whom located in the E. jiart of the town. The first death
was that of a child of Reuben Burnham, in 1812. Laura Terrill
(from Vt.) taught the first school, in 1S13; Seth Smith kept the
first inn, in 1815; and Horace Bates the first store, in 1817, at
;

the village of Pavilion. The first mill was erected by Bial La/throp, on Oatka Creek, in 1816.
9 The census
reports 7 churches in town; 3 M. E., and 1 each
Presb., Bap., Union, and Univ.
10 The Rural
Academy was incorp. by the regents in 1C56
Average number of students about 100.
H Named from Charles B. Rich, a prominent man in town.
12 John
Long, Dr. David Long, (from Washington co.,) and
Samuel Carr settled in the town in 1808, and Joseph Lester (frum

Conn.) in 1809. The first child born was Jonathan Hastings, jr.,
in 1810; and the first marriage, that of Ani^ell Hastings and
Polly Long, in 1812. Anna Horton taught the first scb )ol, at
Corfu, in ISll; Samuel Carr kept the first inn. at W. Peminoke,
in 1809 ; John Ball the first store, at the same jilace, in 1812 ;
and Samuel Carr erected the first gristmill and sawmill, iu
1808-09.
13 The census
reports 6 churches in town 2 Bap., and 1 each
:

Presb.,

M.

E., Prot.

JVI.,

and

Christian.
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loam intermixed
It is a station

-with clay.

on the C.

& N.

Stafiford fp. v.) lies on Black Creek, near the center of the town.
F. branch of the N. Y. C. R. R., and contains 3 churches, a private

contains 2 churches, 2 sawmills, a flourseminary, and a pop. of 350. Morganville^ (p. v.)
fall in Black Creek at this
ino- mill, a brown earthen ware factory, and 200 inhabitants.
a
fine water power.30
and
ft. in
ft.
is
30
Roanoke,'
affording
rapids,
place
perpendicular

A

"

Orangeburgh," contains a church, several mills, and 20 dwellings. The settlein 1801, by Col. Wm. Rumsey and Gen. Worthy Lovel Churchill, (from Vt.,)
who located on the Buffalo Road, w. of Stafford.* The first religious services were held at the
The first church (Bap.) was formed by Rev. Amos
house of Col. Rumsey, by Rev. Mr. Green.
(p. T.,)

formerly

ment was commenced

Lampson, in 1815.^
Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricidtural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Genesee County.
Acres of L.^nd.

Names op Towns.

Alabama...

Alexander
Batavia

Bergen
Bethany....

Byron
Darien
Elba

Le Roy
Oakfield....
Pavilion...,

Pembroke.
Stafford
"

Total..

GREENE COUNTY.
Tnis county was formed from Albany and Ulster, March 25, 1800,
and named in honor of Gen. Nathaniel Greene, of the Revolution.
Parts were annexed to Ulster co. May 2G, 1812, It lies upon the w.
bank of Hudson River, centrally distant 32 mi. from Albany, and
contains G86 sq. mi. Its surface is very broken and mountainous.
The main range of the Catskill Mts. commences 8 to 10 mi. w. of the
Hudson and extends along the s. border of the co. to Delaware co.
These mountains are 3000 to 3800 feet above tide.^ Their summits
are broad, wild, and rocky, and their declivities steep and often preextends in a n. w. direction
cipitous. A branch from the main ridge
through the co., separating the towns of Durham and Cairo from
Windham and Hunter and dividing the co. into two nearly equal
feet above tide. It has a steep and wall-like front on the e., and
parts. This ridge is 2500 to 3000
on the w. it sends off numerous spurs, which extend to the valley of Schoharie Creek. The whole
intermediate territory consists of high, rocky ridges separated by narrow valleys. The declivities are
from the main ridge extends
generally steep on the n., but more gradual on the s.'' Another branch
northward through the extreme w. part of the co., between the towns of Halcott and Lexington, and
forms the series of highlands that rise upon the w. bank of Schoharie Creek. This range forms the
watershed between Schoharie Creek and Delaware River. The e. half of the co. is hilly and broken.
An irregular line of bluffs extends along the Hudson, with an average elevation of about 100 ft.
Parallel to these bluffs, and 2 to 4 mi. further w., is a range of hills 500 to 700 ft. above the river.
These highlands are known as the Potick Hills in the town of Athens. Between this ridge and the
moderately hilly, gradually sloping toward Catskill Creek.
e. border, Schoharie Creek and
principal streams of tlie co. are Hudson River, forming its
its tributaries, draining the w. slope of the mountains, and Catskill Creek* and its principal
Small branches of these streams flow through
tributary the Kaaterskil, draining the e. slope.
narrow, rocky ravines, which break entirely through the mountains and form passes locally known
E. foot of the Catskills the surface is

The

" cloves."

cloves are the Kaaters Kil, opening westward from the Hudson
and the Bushkil Clove, Stony Clove, Mink Hollow, and PlatteIn many
kil Hollow, opening southward from Schoharie Creek into the valleys of Ulster co.
1000
to 1700 ft. above
and
naked
are
these
ravines
bordered
cliffs,
by
nearly perpendicular,
places
The small streams that drain the w. slope of the range in Halcott form branches
the streams.
of the Delaware. Schoharie Creek rises in the town of Hunter, within 12 mi. of the Hudson,
flows w. and n., and forms a branch of the Mohawk. The streams are mostly rapid, and are subject
The e. slope of the mountain and the outcropping strata of the
to sudden and violent freshets.
Catskill and Kaaterskil Creeks present to the geologist one of the most interesting and comprehensive fields of investigation to be found on the continent. Within the distance of 12 mi. from
the village of Catskill to the Mountain House may be seen nearly all the strata composing the New
York system. The gray grits and conglomerates forming the floor of the coal measures are found
110 ft. deep at the summit of the Pine Orchard. The depth of the whole series, within the 12 mi.
Few or no metallic veins or valuable minerals, except
referred to, is scarcely less than 4000 feet.
as

The principal of these

into the valley of Schoharie Creek,

'

building and flagging stone, are found in the co.
The soil on the w. slopes of the Catskill is chiefly a reddish, gravelly or shaly loam extensively
The surface is stony, except upon the river bottoms, where the soil is
underlaid by hardpan.

North and e. of the mountains the soil is greatly diversified by sections
fertile and productive.
of gravelly, shaly, clayey, and sandy loams but a stiff clay predominates. Where properly cultiThe whole region is best adapted to grazing and the principal
vated, it is moderately productive.
and pressed hay. Oats, barley, and potatoes are extensively
agricultural exports are butter, cheese,
;

;

cultivated, but, like

most of the other eastern course, the grain grown

1
High Peak has an elevation of 3804 feot above tide, Round
Top 3718 feet, and Pine Orchard 30U0 feet. The Catskill Mountain House is situated upon the last named mountain.
* The N. sides of these
spurs are generally r(icl<y and hare, and

the

s.

IP'eat

sides covered with vast deposits of drift, indicating that a
current of water from the N. once swept over them. Nearly

all

is

insufficient for the

the valuable land in this section

lies

upon the

consump'
N. side of

the

valley.

Named by

the Dutch from wild cats found in this vicinity.
Kaaters Kil has a similar signification, but is limited to the male
animals.
8

829
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The principal manufactured products are brick, leather, and paper. Brick
made on the banks of the Hudson, in Catskill, Athens, and Coxsackie, for the New
The co. has a considerable interest in the commerce of the Hudson, but less, per-

tion of the population.

are extensively

York market.

it had many years ago.
No co. has been more seriously damaged in its commercial and
manufacturing prospects by the public works of the State than Greene. Before the Erie Canal

haps, than

Catskill, the co. seat, commanded the trade of the adjacent cos. w., and of the s.
through to Lake Erie, and some portions of Northern Penn. It was a large wheat market
and at the falls of Catskill Creek, 3 mi. w. of the village, were the most extensive flouring mills in

was completed,
tier

;

The canals and

the State.'

home

A change

railroads have limited the commercial transactions of the co.
strictly

scarcely less marked and important has taken place in the industrial
pursuits of the mountain towns. About 1817, upon the discovery of improved methods of tanning
leather, tanners rushed into the Catskill Mts., purchased large tracts of mountain lands covered
to

trade.

with hemlock timber, and erected extensive tanneries. The valleys of Schoharie Creek, Batavia, and
West Kils soon teemed with a numerous, active laboring population, and the solitude of the deep
mountain glens was made vocal by the hum of industry, the buzz of the waterwheel, and the
rattling of machinery.
Villages of considerable magnitude, with churches, schools, stores, and
taverns, rose up in the wilderness as if by magic.
Thirty years ago Greene co. made more leather

than all the State beside. The supply of bark in this region was soon exhausted, and the proprietors gradually abandoned their establishments and followed the mountain chain s., erecting
new factories in Ulster and Sullivan cos. ; and their successors are now pursuing the hemlock into
the heart of the xVlleganies.
and in

the mountain towns,

The

result of all this

was

to facilitate the occupation of the lands in

cases to carry cultivation to the summits of the most lofty
ranges, thereby opening one of the finest dairy and wool growing regions in the State.
The county seat is located at Catskill, on the Hudson.^ The first courthouse was a wood building,

erected under act of

brick edifice

was

May

many

26, 1812.^

erected in

its

place.

Some years

was torn down, and a new
and jury rooms, and district attorney

since, this building

It contains the court

A

stone jail was erected in 1804, and a fireproof clerk's office in 1812.
CO. clerk's offices.
The
poorhouse is located on a farm of 130 acres in Cairo, 10 mi. w. of Catskill. The farm yields a
It has on an average 130 inmates, supported at a
revenue of §900.
weekly expense of $ .75
The condition and adaptation of the
each.
school is taught in the house most of the year.

and
CO.

A

building, and the management of the inmates, are not thought creditable to the co. authorities.
Five weekly newspapers are published in the co.*

More than two centuries have elapsed since the settlements in the valley of the Hudson commenced at various points between New York and Albany. It was 150 years later when a few,
Of this place Spafford's Gazetteer (ed. of 1813) says, "Catshas considerable trade already, and must probably experience a rapid growth aa the marltet town of an extensive back
eountry. At some place in this vicinity, and on the w. bank of
Ihe river, future ages will probably find the third, if not tlie
•econd, city on the Hudson, in wealth, population, and comI

kill

mercial importance."
s Ira
Day, Isaac Dubois, Orin Day, Joseph Klein, Ezra Hawley, and Lyman Hall, having executed to the supervisors a bond,
under a penalty of $16,00U, to procure a lot and build a courthouse, an act was passed May 26, 1812, allowing the judges to
accept the premises when completed. Courts were previously
held at the academy, and tlie prisoners confined in Albany co. jail.
3 The first co. officers were Leonard
Bronk, First Judge ; Ebenezer Foot, District Attorney ; James Bill, Co. Clerk ; George Hale,
Sheriff; John H. Cuyler, Surrogate.
* Tlie Catskill Packet, the first
paper in the co., was published
prior to ISOO.
TTie Catskill Recorder

was started in 1801 by Mackey Croswell.

In 1817 Edwin Croswell assumed its control, and continued it until 1822. In 1827 it wms published by Field
k Faxton, and in 1828 it was issued as
The. Catskill Recorder and Greene Co. Republican, by Faxton,
Elliott & Gates. In 1849 it was united with The Democrat, and issued as
Catslclll Recorder and Democrat, under
which name it is still published by Joseph Josebury.
The American Eagle was published at Catskill in 1810 by N. El-

The

liott

The

CaUskill

&

Co.

Emendator was commenced in

1813,

The
The

Catsl-in Recorder.
Catskill Messenger

was started in 1830, by Ira Dubois. It
was subsequently issued by Wm. Biyan, C. U. Cleveand Trowbridge & Qunn. In 1849 it waa

land,

changed to
The Greene Co. Whig

The

and

in 1857 to
it

is

now

published.

The

Democrat was started in 1843 by Joseph Josebury,
and in 1849 it was united with The Recorder.
The American Eigle was started at Frattsville in 1854 by Bullock & Allen, who removed it to Catskill the same year.
In 1855 its name was changed to
The Banner of Industry, and published by Jas. H. Van Gorden.
In 1857 it was sold to Henry Baker, by whom it is now
Catskill

The

published as

Catskill Democratic Herald.

The Greene Co. Advertiser was started at Coxsackie in 1832,
and published for a time by Henry Van Dyck. In 1836
it was changed to
The Standard, and published by Thomas B. Carroll. It waa
subsequently issued a short time as

The Coxsackie Standard.

Tlie Coxsackie Union was established in 1851 by Fred,
W. Hoffman. In Jan. 1857 it passed into the hands of
D. M. & B. S. Slater, by whom it is still published.
The Prattsrille Bee was started in 1852.
The Baptist Library was started at Prattsville in 1S43 by L.
In 1845 it was removed to LexingL. & R. H. kill.

and continued

a short time.
Tfie Greene and Delaware Washingtonian was commenced at
Catskill in 1814, by jUichael J. Kappel. In 1S16 it was
changed to
District Gazette, and published by Wm. L. Stone.
Middle
The
Tlie Greene Co. Republican was established at Catskill in Nov.
Ilyer. In 1S27 it was sold to Ralph John1820, by
toa; in 1828, to C. Hull; and in 1829 it was merged in

:

Catskill Kxaminer, by which name

ton.

The Prattsville Advocate was established by John L. Hackstaff
in 1846, and was discontinued in 1858.
The Mountaineer was published at Prattsville in 1853 by Chas.
H. Cleveland.
The Windham Jnurnul was started at Windham Center, March
21, 1857, by W. R. Steele.
TUe Atliens Visitor was commenced in 1858 by R.
Denton.
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were made in the valleys of the streams in the interior of Greene co.
The great Ilardenburgh Patent, granted by Queen Anne, covered nearly all of that portion of tho
The n. line of this grant commenced at the headwaters of the
CO. lying w. of the mountains.
small, isolated settlements

KaatersKil, being the head of the upper lake at Pine Orchard, and ran a n. w. course to the headwaters of the w. branch of the Delaware, in Stamford, Delaware co. This line was run at three
different periods, near the close of the last century, by three different surveyors, no two of them
agreeing by the width of whole farms. This disagreement has proved a prolific source of litigation
The patent included all that part of Delaware co. lying e.
in the courts of the State for 50 years.
of the w. branch of Delaware River, and nearly all of Ulster and Sullivan cos. When the settle-

ments commenced, the tract was owned by a great number of individuals, who had purchased by
townships. At an early period, Stephen Day (from Conn.) purchased a large tract in Greene co.,
embracing a considerable portion of the old town of Windham, now forming the towns of Windham, Ashland, Jewett, and a portion of Lexington and Hunter. This tract was principally settled
by immigrants from Connecticut.

—

ASm<A]\D —named

from the home of Henry Clay was formed from Windham and Prattsw. part of the co. Its n. and s. borders are occupied by two
to 1000 ft. above the valley.
Batavia Kil flows westward
parallel spurs of the Catskill Mts., 800
through the town at the foot of the s. range. This stream is bordered upon the n. by steep bluffs 150
to 200 ft. high and from their summits the surface gradually slopes upward to the s. foot of the n.
ridge near the n. border of the town. Lewis Creek and several smaller streams are tributaries of
Batavia Kil. About two-thirds of the land in the town is improved. Asllland, (p. v.,) on Batavia
Kil, in the s. part of the town,contains 2 churches and a collegiate institute.^ Pop. 400. £ast Asb-

ville,

March 23,

1848.

It lies in the n.

;

land

The first settlement was made in the valley of Batavia Kil, previous to the RevoWar, by a few Dutch families from Schoharie co. During the war, being harassed by the
Indians and tories, the settlers returned to Schoharie co. The first permanent settlement was made
The first tannery was built in
in 1788, by Elisha Strong and several brothers named Stimpson.^
is

a hamlet.

lutionary

Ashland, in 1798, by Foster Morss.

There are 6 churches in town.'

ATHEIVS —was

It is situated on the
formed from Catskill and Coxsackie, Feb. 25, 1815.
Hudson, near the center of the e. border of the co. Its surface is broken by several rocky hills
and ridges lying parallel with the Hudson, with uneven or undulating intervales between. A
known as Poticks Hill,
range of high clay bluffs borders upon the river; and a high rocky ridge,

Several small streams flow southerly through the town,

extends through the w. part of the town.

and Potick Creek forms its w. line. In the w. part of the town are 3 small lakes. In their vicinity,
4 or 5 mi. w. of the Hudson, are extensive beds of the Helderbergh limestone, large quantities
of which are quarried for building purposes and for the manufacture of lime. Near the river the
elsewhere it is a sandy and gravelly loam of a good quality.
soil is a tough clay, bordered by sand
Brick and lime are the principal articles manufactured, and these, with hay, form the exports
of the town.
Alliens,* (p. v.,) incorp. April 2, 1805, is situated on the Hudson, opposite the city
of Hudson. Pop. 1747. The e. part of the town was settled at a very early period by immigrants
;

from Holland.*

There are 5 churches in town.®

CAIRO—was formed from
"

as

Canton," and

its

Catskill, Coxsackie,

and "Freehold," (now Durham,) March

name was changed April 6, 1808.

26, 1803,

It is situated at the e. foot of the Catskill Mts.,

w. boundary. Its central and E. parts are broken by several high,
Dome Mountain, is a rocky, isolated hill 500 ft. high. The
rocky ridges.
Catskill Creek flows s. e. through the town, and receives from the n. John Debackers Creek and
The soil is a clayey, gravelly, and shaly loam,
Platte Kil, and from the s. Shingle and Hagel Kils.
fertile in the valleys and of medium quality among the hills. Cairo, (p. v.,) situated near the center
of the town, on the Old Susquehanna Turnpike, contains 4 churches and several manufacturing estabthe crest of the mountain forming

Round Top,

lishments.

Pop. 353.

Acra,

of Cairo, are hamlets.

s.

The Ashland

(p. o.,) in

the w.,

Collegiate Institute

May

S.Cairo, (p. o.) and Cairo Forge, about

made on

was founded in 1851, under
The present number of

the care of the M. E. denomination.

toarding pupils (1858)

is

100.

the early settlers were Argalus White, John Tuttle,
Jairus Strong. Solomon Ornisbee, Dr. Thomas Ben ham, and
Medad Hunt, most of whom were from Connecticut. Tlie first
birth was that of Deborah Stone, in 1789. Sandford Hunt kept
the first store, and Medad Hunt tho first inn, in 1795. Ex Gov.
Washington Hunt, son of Sandford Hunt, was Ijorn in this town.
» 3 M. Jbl, Plot. E., Presb., and R. C.
2

Among

1 mi.

the Shingle Kil previous to the Revolution.''
There are 7 churches in to-rni.^
22, and a Bap. May 25, 1799.

Settlements were

Presb. church was organized
1

its

also called the

A

"
"
*
Loontnhttrgh" and
Formerly called
Esperanza." Tho
steamer Swallow, on her way to New York with a large number
of passengers, was wrecked in the river opposite this place ou
the evening of April 7, 1845, and about 20 persons were lost.
Senate Doc, No. 102, 1S45.
5 A
tannery was erected in 1750 by Nicholas Perry.
«
Bap Friends, Luth., Prot. E., and Ilef. Prct. D.
' A
family by tho name of Strobe, living on the Shingle Kil,
were murdered by the Indians during the war.

—

,

8

3 M. E., Bap., Presb., Prot. E.,

and Union.
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CATSKIL.1.^

—was formed March?, 1788, as part of Albany

co.

It

was annexed

to Ulster co.

A part of Woodstock

(Ulster co.) was annexed March 25, 1800 ; a part of Cairo was
It lies upon the Hudson, in the s. e. corner of the
oif in 1803 and a part of Athens in 1815.
The surface is broken by several rocky ridges parallel to the Hudson : these ridges are principally

April
taken
CO.

5,

1798.

composed of shales and gray

grit.

In the latter formation are extensive quarries, from which a fine

A

obtained and largely exported.
swamp, covering an area of several
hundred acres, extends along the Hudson below Catskill Village. The Catskill Creek flows s. £.
through the n. e. corner to the Hudson, and receives the Kaaters Kil after the latter has pursued
an irregular course through the center and s. w. part of the town. The other streams are Kiskatom
quality of flagging stone

is

The soil is principally tenacious clay, with sections of gravelly
Creek, and Jan Vosent Kil.
and shaly loam. Hay is the principal agricultural export. Large quantities of brick are manufactured and exported. Catskill Village being the chief entrepot for the co., commerce is a leading
pursuit. Catskill, (p. V.,) the co. seat, was incorp. March 14, 1806. It is situated on the Hudson,
at the mouth of Catskill Creek.
It contains 5 churches, 3 newspaper oflSces, 2 banks, and a large

number

of mercantile and manufacturing establishments. Pop. 2,520.
l<eeds, (p. v.,) situated
and several manufactories. Pop. 450. Jeffer-

at the falls on Catskill Creek, contains 2 churches

between Catskill and Leeds, has a population of about 300. Palensville, (p. v..)
on the Kaaters Kil, contains 2 tanneries, a woolen factory, and 18 houses. Kiska.torn is a p. 0. Settlements were made upon the Hudson at an early period, by German immigrants.
The flats in the valley of Catskill Creek w. of Leeds were first settled by Martin G. Van Bergen and
There are 9
Sylvester Salisbury, who in 1677 purchased the Indian title to an extensive tract.
churches in town.^ The Catskill Mountain House is on the line of Hunter. See page 333.

son,

(p. V.,)

in the w. part,

COXSACB4.IE'—was formed, as a district, March 24, 1772,

and as a town, March 7, 1788.

Dur-

ham was taken ofi"in 1790, a part of Cairo and Greenville in 1803, New Baltimore in 1811, and a part of

A

in 1815.
It lies upon the Hudson, n. e. of the center of the co.
range of clay blufis about
high extends along the course of the river, and a range of hills 500 ft. high through the center
The surface is level or undulating in the E. and is hilly and broken in the w. The
of the town.
principal streams are the Coxsackie, Potick, and Jan Vosent Creeks. The soil in the e. is clayey

Athens
100

ft.

and sandy, and in the w. it

is

a gravelly, shaly, and clayey loam

brickmaking

:

is

extensively pursued.

Coxsackie, (p. v.,) situated near the Hudson, contains — churches, an academy, and several manufactories.* Pop. 1,800. Coxsackie L<ancliii^, 1 mi. e. of the village, contains 1 bank, newspaper
office, and 4 churches.
Jacksonville, in the w. part, is a hamlet. The Dutch settled in town
about 1652, on a tract about 6 mi.

sq.

purchased of the Indians.

There are 8 churches in town.*

DURHAM —was formed from Coxsackie as "Freehold," March 8,1790;

its

name was changed

Parts of Cairo, Windham, and Greenville were taken off in 1803. It lies near the
Its surface is hilly and broken, the n. e, corner being occupied
center of the N. border of the co.
by the s. slopes of the Helderbergh Mts., and the w. border by the Catskills. The principal
streams are Catskill Creek, flowing s. e. through the e. part, and its tributaries Fall, Bowery, Posts,

March

28, 1805.

and Brink Street Creeks. The soil is generally a heavy clay, with occasional sections of gravel.
There are several mills and tanneries on Catskill Creek, which stream affords a fair amount of water
power. Oak Hill, (p. v.,) on Catskill Creek, has a pop. of 320. Duriiani, (p. v.,) 1 mi. w,
of Oak Hill, contains 2 churches and 30 houses, East Durliani (p. v.) 17 houses, CorUTrallVille, (p.v.,) in the central part of the town, 15 houses, and .Soulll
(p.o.) 10 houses.
Centerville is a hamlet. The settlement of the town was commenced in 1776. Capt. Asahel
Jones and Rozel Post, from Conn., settled in 1788.® There are 7 churches in town.''

Durkam

—

CrREElVVILiljE -was formed from Coxsackie and "Freehold," (now Durham,') March 26,
1803, as "Greenfeld." Its name was changed to "Freehold" in 1808, and to Greenville, March 17,
1809. It lies on the n. border of the co., e. of the center. Its surface is hilly, the southern

—

extremity of the Helderbergh Mts. occupying the central and w. parts of the town. The principal
streams are Potick, John Debackers, and Basic Creeks. The soil is chiefly a heavy, clay loam,
well adapted to grazing; but much of it has been exhausted by too frequent croppings with hay.

About
1

1 mi.

w. of Greenville Center

is

a sulphur spring.

Great Imbocht District, including this town, was formed

March

24, 1V72.

E., 2 Ref. Prot. D., Pap., P'epb., Prot. E., and Union.
8 Pron.
Cook-sock'ey. Derived from an Indian word signify"
ing Owl-hnot."
Shipbuilding w»s loivu.tr\y iar^ie'i on at the lower landing,

2 3

M.

Greenville,

and several of the early Hudson River steamwere built here.

near this place
b(iats

(p.v.,) n. of the center

;

Kef I'rot. D., 2 M. E., Prot. B., R. C, Union, and At M. E.
« .Mr. De Witt built the first gristmill, in 17S8, and Jared
Smith the first sawmill, about the same time.
1 2
Cong., 2 M. K., Bap., Presb., and Prot. E.
6

2
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Academy, and 35 houses

;

Freeliold,

w. part, 1 church and 24 huuses IVorton Hill, (p. v.,) iu the x. w. part, IG houses
ville Center 15 and East Greeuville 1 church and 10 huuses.
the

s.

;

(p. v.,) in

Clrccn-

Gay Head

—

;

;

is

a

p.

In 17G8 the British Government granted 2 patents one for 2000 and one for 5000 acres, located
to Major Augustine Prevost, of the 6th British infantry, who
together in the w. part of the town
Berved in this country during the Old French War.'
Stephen Lautiman, Godfrey Branduw, and

office.

—

Hans Overpaugh, who settled in the town in 1774, were among the earliest
churches in town.'

settlers.^

There are 7

OAliCOTT —was

formed from Lexington, Nov. 19, 1851, and named from George W. Ilalco.
It is situated in the s. w. corner of the co., and is separated from
the other towns of the co. by a mountain ridge 1000 feet high. This ridge is crossed by difficult
cott,

then sheriif of Greene

A considerable portion of tlie territory is covered with forests. The surroads.
mountainous, comprising four valleys, in which rise the sources of the e. branch of the
Delaware. The soil is chiefly a gravelly loam of medium quality, and stony, but is well adapted

aud unfrequented
face

is

From

to grazing.

isolated position

its

among

the mountains,* the chief avenue of communication

by way of Middlctown, Delaware co. West LiCXiligtou
(p. 0.) is in (he central part of the town. The first settlement was made on the Bush Kil, in 1790,
Thurston, Joseph Brooks, and Timothy Tyler.* There are 2 churches in
by Reuben Crysler,
town 0. S. Bap. and M. E.

with the outside world

is

on the

s.,

;

HUIVTER^—was

formed from

Windham

as

"

Greenland," Jan. 27, 1813.

Its

name was

changed April 15, 1814, a part of Saugerties was taken off in 1814, and a part of Jewett in 1849. The
surface is rocky and mountainous, not more than one-fourth being susceptible of cultivation. Several

—

—

of the highest peaks of the Catskills
among which are High Peak, Round Tup, and Pine Orchard
Two narrow valleys extend quite through the mountains and cross
lie within the limits of this town.'

each other at nearly right angles near the center of the town. The first of these is the valley of Schonarie Creek and its southerly continuation, that of the Platte Kil aud the second, that of the Kaaters
Kil and Stony Clove. The soil is generally a heavy, clayey and shaly loam, very stony, and poorly
adapted to agriculture. Ilunter, (P-v.,) situated on Schoharie Creek, in the n.w. part of the
;

town, contains 2 churches and several manufacturing establishments. Pop, 393. TannersVille, near the center, is a p. office. Settlements were made during the Revolution, by "cowboys"
from Putnam co. Their property was confiscated by the Whigs.* Col. Wm. W. Edwards and his
son Wm. W., from Northampton, Mass., moved into town in July, 1817, and erected the first extensive tannery in the State in which the then new method of tanning was adopted. Within a few
years after, other tanneries were built, and a very large amount of leather was made in the town
annually for a long series of years, until the hemlock bark was exhausted. Most of the establishments are now abandoned. There are 3 churches in town; Presb., M. E., and R. C.

JEWETT'—was

formed from Lexington and Hunter, Nov. 14, 1849. A part of Lexington
It lies near the center of the w. half of the co. High and rocky spurs extend
w. from the principal n. branch of the Catskills; and a high and almost precipitous ridge extends
along the s.w. border. Schoharie Creek and its tributary East Kil are the principal streams.
The soil is a heavy, reddish, gravelly loam of medium quality, often stony and rocky, and largely
underlaid by a tough hardpan. Je"*vett,*" (p.v.,) in the n.w. part of the town, contains 2
churches and 14 houses. Jewett Center, at the junction of East Kil and Schoharie Creek,

was taken

I

a

off in 1858.

fine mansion on one of these tracts,
w. of the village of Greenville, in which he resided until

Major Prevost erected a

little

below the lakes, are the Kaaters Kil Falls, where the stream
plunges down a perpendicular descent of 175 ft., and, in a few

his death.

rods, another of 85

* Abraham Post, Eleazar Knowles, Bethuel Hinman, Peter
Curtis, and Edward Lake, from Conn., settled in the town in
1783. David Hickock and Davis Denning erected the first gristmill, in 1786.
3 2
Bap., 2 M. E., Prot. E., Presb., and Christian.
* Wild
game is still found in the mountains, and the pure,
limpid streams abound in trout.
6
lialph Coe and Henry Hosford built the first sawmill, in

and

1820.

Ralph Coe kept the

first inn,

aud Henry Haniican the

There is now no tavern, lawyer, nor doctor in town.
Named from John Hunter, an early proprietor of a part of

first store.
6

the Hardenburgh Patent.
1 The Catskill Mountain
House, upon Pine Orchard, is situated
npon a precipice overlooking the Hudson, and is 2212 ft. above
It was built by the Catskill Mountain Asso'n, at a cost of
tide.

$22,000, for the

accommodation of visitors.

Among the

each I5 mi.
w. of the house, are 2 small
—
thuir
Upon
forming the Kaaters
lakes,

outlet

Kil.

hills,

i mi.

in circumference,
this stream, a little

ft., falling into a deep, rocky ravine or clove,
The views from
finally finding its way into Catskill Creek.
the Mountain House, and the scenery among the mountains, are
among the finest in the country, and the place is visited annually
by thousands of tourists.
8
Samuel, Elisha, and John Haines, and Gershon Griffin, entered the mountains by way of Kingston and Mink Hollow, and
settled on Schoharie Kil. Their location was discovered a year
or two after by some Dutchmen from the E. side of the mountain, while hunting bears.
They were followed, in 1786, by a
number of Shay's followers, from Mass., who, on the suppression
of his rebellion, tied to the mountains. James and Jacob Carl
settled in the town in 1785; Saml. Merritt, and Saml. and Wm.
Hayes, in 1791. Roger Bronson was the first settler at the village
of Hunter. The first birth was that of John Haines. Mr. Olmsted built the first gristmill, in 1791, and subsequently the firs
tannery, and kept the first store and inn.
9 Named from ireeboru G.
Jewett, then a justice of the Su10
preme Court.
i'ormerly called •^Lexington Htiijhts."
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and

East Jeirett, are p. offices. The first settlement -n-as made near Schoharie Creek
Wm. Gass, a Scotchman.^ There are 4 chiirches in town; 3 M. E. and Presb.

in

1783-84, by

—

I^EXIJVGTON ^was formed from Windham as "New GosJien," Jan. 27, 1813, and its name
was changed March 19, 1813. A part of Jewett was taken off in 1849, but reannexed in 1858, and
a part of Halcott was taken off in 1851. It lies on the s. border of the co., w. of the center. More
than one-half of the surface is occupied by the lofty peaks and ridges of the Catskills. Schoharie
Creek, flowing through the N. E. corner of the town, is bordered by high and steep rocky ridges.
AVest Kil,

its

principal tributary, drains a valley 9 mi. in length, everywhere bordered by lofty
Bush Kil Clove is a natural pass in the mountains, extending from

mountains except on the w.

the Schoharie Valley s. into Ulster co. The soil is a slaty and gravelly loam. Only about two-fifths
of the surface is susceptible of cultivation. L.exing'toii, (p. v.,) on Schoharie Creek, n. of the
Hill (p. v.) 1 church and
center of the town, contains 2 churches and 27 dwellings, and
31 dwellings. BusbnellSTllle is a p. o. on the line of Ulster co. The first settlement was

West

made

in 1788,

on the

flats

of Schoharie Kil.'

There are 3 churches in town

;

2 Bap. and M. E.

BALTIMORE—

was formed from Coxsackie, March 15, 1811. Scutters, Little, and
IVEIV
Willow Islands were annexed from Kinderhook April 23, 1823. It lies upon the Hudson, in the
The general surface is hilly and broken, A line of high, rugged clay and
N. E. corner of the co.
slate bluffs rises from the river to a height of 100 to 200 feet, and a range of high, broad hills extends s. through the center of the town. The w. part is comparatively level. The principal streams
are Hannakrois Creek in the n. w. corner. Deep Clove Kil, Cabin Run, and the e. branch of Potick
Creek. Nearly all these streams flow through narrow and rocky ravines. The soil is chiefly a
heavy clay loam, with limited patches of sand and gravel. IVew Baltimore, (p. v.,) on the
Hudson, in the n. part of the town, contains 2 churches, and has a pop. of 709. Medvray is a p.
Settlement was commenced upon the Coxsackie flats at an early period. The Broncks,
office.
Houghtalings, and Conyns were among the first settlers. There are 9 churches in town.*

PRATTSVIEEE —was formed from Windham,
Pratt.

A part of

Ashland was taken

off in 1848.

March

1833, and

8,

It is the n.

named from

w. corner town of the

Col.
co.

Zadock
Its sur-

by broad mountain uplands bordered by steep and rocky slopes.
Schoharie Creek and Batavia Kil flow through wild and narrow mountain gorges. The soil is a
far grazing.
heavy, reddish, gravelly and clayey loam, moderately fertile and profitable only
Prattsville, (p. v.,) on Schoharie Kil w. of the center of the town, contains 3 churches ancl
several manufactories.* Pop. 617.
Falls, (p. v.,) on Batavia Kil, contains a cotton facface is principally occupied

Red

a paper mill, and several other manufacturing establishments. Pop. 231. Settlements were
made on the flats at Prattsville by Dutch immigrants from Schoharie co., during the period between
the close of the Old French War in 1763 and the breaking out of the Revolution in 1776.* During
the latter war the settlement was attacked by a body of Indians and tories led by a British officer.
The inhabitants rallied, and a battle took place upon the bank of Schoharie Kil, a little below the
Windham Turnpike Bridge, n. of the village, in which the Indians and their allies were routed.
Rev. Cornelius D. Schermerhorn was the first settled preacher. There are 3 churches in town ;

tory,

Ref. Prot. D., Prot. E.,

and M. E.

TFI]V»H AM —^was formed from Woodstock, (Ulster
"Greenland" (now Hunter) and Lexington were taken

as part of Ulster co., March 23, 1798.
1813, Prattsville in 1833, and a part
annexed March 26, 1803. It lies upon

co.,)

off in

"
part of Freehold" (now Durham) was
the w. declivities of the Catskills, n. w. of the center of the co. Its surface is very broken and hilly.
high range of mountains extends along the s. border, at the n. foot of which flows Batavia Kil," in

of Ashland in 1848.

A

A

a deep, rocky valley. The central and n. parts are occupied by mountain spurs divided by narrow
The soil is a heavy, gravelly and clayey loam, of which disintegrated shale forms a large
ravines.
1
Zephaniah Chase, from Marthas Vineyard, (Mass.,)
In the town in 1787 and Chester Hull, from Wallingford,
a soldier of the Revolution, in 1789. Among those who
soon after were Zadock Pratt, Theop. and Sam. Peck, Eb'r
;

settled

son the

Conn.,

first inn, in 1790.

settled

David,

and Stephen Johnson. Laban, Icliabod, Abraham, and Amherst
Andrews, Benajah, John, and Jared Rice, Henry Goslee, Justus
Squires, Daniel Miles, Adn.ih Beach, Isaac and Munson Buel,
Gideon, Reuben, and Joel Hosford, and Samuel and Daniel Mervin. The first birth waa that of Henry Coslee. Jr. Wm. Gass kept
1790, Klisha Thompson the first store, in 1795,
built the first gristmill the same year.
the
early settlers were Amos Bronson. Saml. Amos,
Among
Ulehard Peck, David and Benj. Bailey, and Benj. Crispell. John
T. Bray built the first tannery, in 1S18 or '19; Thaddeus Bron-

the

first inn, in

and Laban Andrews
*

first gristmill,

in 1792;

and Richard Peck opened the

83 Friends, 2 M JI., Bap., Christian, Ref. Prot.D., and Prot. Meth.
* At this
place, at the extensive tannery of the Hon. Z.idock
Pratt, 60,000 sides of sole leather were tanned and 6,000 cords
of bark consumed annually for 25 years,
^
Among the first settlers were John Laraway and his sons
John, Jonas. Derick, and Martinus, Isaac Van Alstyne,
Vrooman, John and Peter Van Loan, Hendrick Becker, and a
family by the name of Shoemaker. The first school was taught
by Mr. Banks, in 1790. Martinus Laraway kept the first inn,
soon after the Revolution, and, with his brother John, erected
the first gristmill.
« Th<>

Indian name of this stream was Chough-tig-hig-nick.
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TFIndhani Center, (p. v.,) on Batavia Kil, in the w. part of the town, contains 3
part.
churches, and has a pop. of 350.
Ilensonville, (p. v.,) on the same stream, s. of the center
of the town, contains 124 inhabitants, and llig- llollo^v, (p. v.,) in the s.
part, 2 churches and 13
East
houses.
and I'nion Society are p. offices. The first settlement waa

Windbani

made

by Geo. Stimpson, Abijah Stone, and Increase Claflin.^
one of the earliest settled ministers. There are 5 churches in town.^
in 1790,

Rev. Henry Stimp.sou was

Acres of Land, Vahiation, Population, Dwellings, Families, JFrccJioIders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Greene County.
Acres of Land.

Nakzs of Towns.

Ashland
Athens
Cwiro
Catskill

Coxsackie

Durham
Greenville.

Halcott

Hunter
Jewett
Lexington

_.

New

Baltimore..
Prattsvillo

Windham
Total

-.

HAMILTON COUNTY.
This county was formed from Montgomery, Feb. 12, 1816; but
independent organization has never been fully completed.^

its

It

occupies the central portions of the great wilderness region in the
is centrally distant 80 miles from
N. E. part of the State
Albany,
;

and contains 1,745 sq. mi. Its surface is a rocky, mountainous, and
hilly upland and is still mostly covered with the original forests.

The highlands are divided into several ranges, generally distinct,
but in many places sending out spurs that intei'lock with each other,
and all extending n. e. and s. w. The Schroon Range called in

—

Fulton

CO. the

range ends upon Lake
to the

first,

— crosses the

corner of Hope. This
Champlain at Crown Point, the highest

Mayfield Mts.

s. e.

The Baquet Range, parallel
point being Mt. Crane, in AV^arren co.
extends through the co. between Wells and Lake Pleasant. This range terminates
Champlain at Split Rock, the highest peak being Dix Peak, in Essex co. The Adiron-

upon Lake
dack Range, next

n.,

extends from the

at Little Falls, n.e.

Mohawk,

through Morehouse, Arietta,

Wells, ending at Trcmbleau Point, on Lake Champlain, Mt. Marcy being
the highest peak, and the highest point in the State. Its course is in a wave or undulating line
occupying a space of 4 to 6 mi. in width. Next n. is the Au Sable Range, extending n. of the

Long Lake, Gilman, and

Fulton chain of lakes and Long and Racket Lakes. The highest points are Mt. Emmons, in this
and Mt. Seward, in Franklin co. Spurs from this range occupy the entire n. part of the co.
and extend into St. Lawrence and Herkimer cos.^
CO.,

Within the valleys between these mountain ranges are several remarkable chains of lakes, many
them connected by considerable streams and all aflfording a large amount of boat navigation.
These lakes are generally long and narrow, are bordered by steep banks and high mountain peaks.
Their waters are clear and cold, and they form the most interesting features of the landscape.
Although flowing in different directions, separated by high mountains, and extending over an area
of more than 60 mi., they have a nearly uniform elevation.^ The first chain on the s., commencing
of

s. E. corner of Hope, several
ponds in
and Schroon and Paradox Lakes in Essex co. The second chain embraces Jerseyfield Lake and several others in Herkimer co., flowing s., Piseco, Round, Spy, and Ox
Bow Lakes, Lake Pleasant, and a great number of smaller ones, all flowing into Sacondaga River.
The tliird chain, lying between the two highest ranges of mountains, is composed of lakes less in
extent than either of the other chains. It comprises WoodhuU Reservoir and about 20 small lakes,
principally in Herkimer co., flowing into Black River a large number of small ponds in the immediate
vicinity, flowing into West Canada Creek Indian, Square, Beaver, Wilmurt, and a dozen smaller
ones, in Hamilton co., flowing into Black and Indian Rivers; and the Indian Lakes, flowing into
the Hudson. In Essex co. this chain embraces Lakes Ptich, Sanford, and Henderson, and numerous
It comothers, lying near the foot of Mt. Marcy. The fourth or n. chain is the most extensive of all.
prises Brantiugham and other Lakes in Lewis co., flowing into Moose and Black Rivers the Fulton
chain and about 20 other lakes in the n. part of Herkimer, respectively flowing into Beaver and
Moose Rivers Cranberry Lake and many others in the sT part of St. Lawrence, flowing into Oswegatchie and Grasse Rivers Tuppers, Racket, Forked, and Long Lakes, and 50 others, in Hamilton
St. Regis Lake, Osgoods Pond,
CO., and a large number in Franklin, flowing into Racket River
and numerous others, into St. Regis River; Ragged Lake, Round and Ingraham Ponds, into
Salmon River Lake Placid, into the Au Sable the Chateaugay Lakes, into Chateaugay River
and the Chazy Lakes, into Chazy River. All these last named lakes are in Hamilton, Franklin,

in Stratford, Fulton

co.,

Johnsburgh, Warren

includes several small ponds in the

co.,

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

1 Named in honor of Alexander IlamiUon.
The territory was
included in Herkimer co. Feb. 16, 1791, but was re-annexed to
Montgomery March 31, 1797. It can complete its organization
when it has a sufficient population to entitle it to a member of

It remained appended to Montgomery until 1838,
it was annexed to Fulton on the erection of the latter co.
Courts were established in 1837.
" the
2 This
region was called by the natives Conghsarage,
dismal wilderness." The following entry on a map published
aliout the period of the Revolution, or soon after, gives the prevailing opinion of that day concerning these laudii
"Through
336

Assembly.

when

:

—

this tract of land runs a chain of mountains, which, from Lake
Cliamplain on one side and tl>e river St. Lawrence on the other
side, show their tops always white with snow; but altho' this
one unfavorable circumstance has hitherto secured it from the
claws of the harpy land jobbers, yet no dcmbt it is as fertile as
the land on the e.ist side of the lake, and will in future furnish a comf irtable retreat for many industrious families."
8 The
eighth lake in the N. cliain. flowing w., is l,fi78 feet
above tide; Racket Lake, 2 mi. N., flowing E., l,74.'i feet: the
Saranac.
Upper
flowing E., l,5tiV feet and Lake Sanford, fiowiug s., 1,820 feet.
;
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Essex, and Clinton

The streams, forming the outlets of the
cos., in close proximity to each other.
mostly small. The whole region being a mountainous plateau higher than the surround
ing country, the streams that rise here flow in all directions and form tributaries of the St. Lawrence,
Lake Champlain, the Hudson, Mohawk, and Black Rivers. Several of the rivers have the same
lakes, are

name

as the lakes which respectively form their headwaters as the Racket, Chazy, and Chateaugay .*
This whole region is primitive, the rock being principally gneiss. Calciferous sandstone and
Trenton limestone are found upon Sacondaga River. White limestone is also found in several
;

is found in great abundance in the vlaies, or natural meadows, which extend
along
Iron ore and graphite are both found, though no surveys have been made to ascertain their extent.
large amount of labor has been expended in mining for silver with what

Peat

localities.

—

the valleys.

A

success

is

unknown.

;

The

a light, sandy loam, and, except in the valleys, is not susceptible
The mountain sides are covered with a thin growth of forest trees, and
soil is

of profitable cultivation.
when cleared seem incapable of supporting vegetation. The valleys at first are productive, but,
being deficient in lime, as soon as the vegetable mold is exhausted they become barren.
The county seat is located at Sageville, in the town of Lake Pleasant.^ The co. buildings, con-

and clerk's office, were erected in 1840. Each town supports its own
and the co. poor are provided for by the Superintendent at the most convenic it place. There
has never been a paper printed within the co.' The public works are entirely prospective.* Most
of the territory of the co. is included in the Totten and Crossfield Purchase of 1773.* Grants
within the limits of the co. were made in colonial times to Sir Jefi"rey Amherst, Henry l)..lfour, and
Thomas Pakner. Arthursboro, in Morehouse, was granted to Arthur Noble. The first settlement
was made about 1790.
sisting of a courthouse, jail,

poor,

ARIETTA"—was
taken

ofi"

in 1837.

formed from Lake Pleasant, May 13, 1836. A part of Long Lake was
from the s. w. border northward nearly across the co., a little w. of

It extends

Its surface is much broken, and it contains a great number of wild,
picturesque lakes.
Of these. Racket and Forked Lakes, in the n. part, and Piseco,' in the s., are the most important^
The principal streams are the w. and s. branches of Sacondaga River. A considerable amount of

the center.

carried on.^ Piseco, formerly a p.o., and once a busy village of some 250 inhabitnearly deserted, and contains but 4 families.^ There is no p.o. in town. The first
settlers were Shadrack Dunning, at the e. end of Piseco Lake, in 1827, and David Woolworth, in

lumbering
ants, is

the

s.

is

now

part,

about the same time.

GILiMARi"—was formed

Rensselaer

Van

Rensselaer, of Albany, settled in 1834.^"

from Wells, April 23, 1839.

A part was

annexed

to

Wells

in 1858.

an

interior town, extending in a long, narrow strip near the e. border of the co.
Its surface
is much broken by mountains and diversified by small lakes.
Several of the highest peaks in the co.
It is

are in this town; but their elevations have never been ascertained. It is the least populous town
in the State.
Most of the settlers are in the s. part, a few
(p.o.) is in the s. border.

Gilman

only living on the extreme n. border, quite isolated from their fellow townsmen.
lander, a wealthy merchant of New York, began the first settlement.^^
1 If this
system of naming lakes could be extended, it would
greatly assist those who wish to understand the geography of
this region. To make it complete, the eighth lake in the Fulton

was

estimated
Hall, in July, 1773.
—
Council Mimite.t, XXXI, p. 31.
It

Philip Rhine-

to contain 800,000 acres^

was surveyed by Ebenezer Jessnp and associates.
Named by Rensselaer Van Reuaaelaer, in honoi of

It

6
chain should be named Moose Lake; Cranberry Pond, Oswehi*gatchie Lake; Messewepie Pond, Grasse Lake; Ragged Lake, mother.
?
Named by Joshua Brown, a surveyor, from an Indian chief
Salmon; Golden Lake, Hudson; and. Piseco Lake, Sacondaga;
tknd then the direction of the flow of the waters would be at once of his acquaintance. It is about 5 mi. long and 1 to \\ wide.
It is one of the most picturesque sheets of water in the co. Tho
apparent from the names of the lakes.
2 The first co. officers were Richard
Peck, First Judge ; Saml. mountains around it are over 500 feet above its surface.
8
Call, County Clerk ; James Harris, Sheriff; Q. R. Parburt, PisHenry Devereaux, some years since, began lumbering on a.
trict Attorney ; and Thos. H. Kline, Surrogate.
large scale in the s. part, and built a tram r. r. some 8 or 10 mi.
8
at
Sentinel, printed
long. He also spent many thousand dollars in buildings and
Johnstown and edited at Sageville, was started in 1845 machinery ; but the enterprise proved a failure.
9 In 1838 Andrew K. Morehouse, an extensive
&
Clark
It
was
in
the
hands
Thayer.
by
subsequently
laadholder,
of Clark & Holmes, and is now issued by Clark & built at this place a gristmill, sawmill, machine shop, a large
Fish.
hotel and boarding house, and some half dozen dwellings^
* The route of the Ontario & Hudson R.
R., from Saratoga to Strong inducements were offered to settlers; but they became
Sackets Harbor, extends through the n. part of the co. The dissatisfied with the title, and one by one dropped oC In 1843
route is located but no grading has been done within the co. he again tried to retrieve his fortunes by the formation of a
Several surveys have been made to test the practicability of joint stock Co. and induced some 200 settlers to come in. Some
connecting Piseco Lake with Lake Pleasant, the Fulton chain returned the same day; others remained a week or a. month.
10 Eli
with Racket Lake, and Racket River with the Upper Saranac
Rood, of Saratoga, settled on the beech flats 8. E. of Piseco
Lake, for the purpose of forming a slackwater navigation through Lake R. Dibble and Seth Whitman near the foot of the lake ;
These schemes have been pronounced feasible. Con- and Zadock Ross, from Clifton Park, s. of the lake. The first
the CO.
siderable sums have been expended upon some of the streams so birth was that of Miss M. M. Dunning, Aug. 28, 1829 the first
that logs might be floated down.
marriage, that of Amos Dunning and Ann Eliza Plummer; and
s A
large share of this tract has reverted to the State by es- the first death, that of Seth Whitman. A school was taught by
cheat, confiscation, and tax sales. It was purchased, at the re- Ann E. Plummer, in 1833.
11 Named from John M.
quest and expense of Joseph Totten, Stephen Crossfield, and
Gilman, an early settler, fromi JJ. H.
1* Mr. Rhinelander cleared 300 acres for a stock
oUiera, from the Mohawk and Canajoharie Indians, at Johnsons
fitrmj aad builit
22

The Hamilton County

;

;

;
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HOPE' —^was formed from Wells, April 15,

1818. A part of Lake Pleasant was annexed May
upon Sacondaga River, in the s. E. corner of the co. Its surface is broken and
mountainous. It is the most populous town in the co., and the settlements are chiefly in the E.
The w. portion is still a wilderness, known only to hunters. The mountains are very irrepart.
10, 1847.

gular

It lies

but in general they extend upon both sides of the river, and, as usual in this region, have
The principal tributary of the Sacondaga is East Stony Creek and
s. w.

;

their longest slope to the

the

main range

;

extensively carried on.

Hope

Falls

a hamlet.

Hope

(p. o.) is

II¥DIA]V liAtLE
upon the

e.

and the
Henson, and

of mountains lies between this stream

Center,

co., n.

Lumbering and tanning are

Benson Center

Settlement was begun in 1790, in the

—was formed from

border of the

river.^

s.

are p.

ofliees.

border of the town.*

Oilman, Long Lake, and Wells, Nov.

13, 1858.

It lies

of the center.*

LiAKi: PliEASAlVT—was formed from Johnstown,

Fulton co.. May 26, 1812. Parts of
Johnstown, and Salisbury wei'e annexed at the time of the formation of Hamilton co.
Morehouse was taken off in 1835, Arietta in 1836, and a part of Long Lake in 1837.
part was
annexed to Hope in 1847, and a part to Wells in 1858. It is the central town of the co., and inStafford,

A

cludes a long tract extending from n. to s. to within a few mi. of each extremity of the co. Its
surface is broken and mountainous, and most of it is still a wilderness. Lake Pleasant, from which
its name, is about 4 mi. long by 1 wide.
Round Lake, J mi. from this, is very irregulai
and about IJ mi. across in the widest part.^ The Eckford chain of lakes, in the n. part,
are in the midst of Avild mountain solitudes.
The upper of these is named Janet Lake.* The
principal streams in the s. are the n. and w. branches of the Sacondaga, and in the n. the Racket
and its tributaries. A mine of graphite has been opened 4 mi. n. of Sageville. Limestone mixed
with silex and mica, from which quicklime is obtained, is found s. of Lake Pleasant. Lumbering
and shingle making are carried on to a considei'able extent. Eake Pleasant, (p.o.,) at the
foot of the lake, contains a hotel and 2 dwellings.
Sageville' (p. v.) is situated on a beautiful
elevation 50 feet above Lake Pleasant^ and Round Lake, about one-fourth of a mi. distant from
It contains the co. buildings, a large hotel, a church, and several dwellings.
each.
Settlement was
commenced about 1795, by Joseph Spier, of Columbia co.® Meetings were first held by Rev. Elisha
Yale and the first settled minister was Rev. Ryan Bristol.
it

derives

in form,

;

EOiVG LiAKE —was
1837.

formed from Arietta, Lake Pleasant, Morehouse, and Wells, May 4,
end of the co., and is named from the principal lake within its

It extends across the n.

Its surface is very broken, and numerous email lakes are scattered through its forests.
Settlement was begun in Township 21, a few years before the date of its organization.'" There is
no p. 0. in town.

borders.

MOREHOUSE" —was formed from Lake Pleasant, April 13, 1835. A part of Long Lake was
taken

off in

1837.

It extends

along the w. border of the

a costly mansion on Elm Lake, in Township 9, several mi. distant from neighbors. He remained here until the death of his
wife, in 1818 or '19, and soon after, being struck with paralj'sis,
was obliged to return to New York. The property, after repeated

now owned by Dr. Elliott, an oculist of New York City.
Gilman and his sons were the next settlers. John Carter, Andrew Morrison, Samuel Johnson, jr., Wm. B. Peck, Wm. Orcutt,
and others were early settlers. Mrs. Rhinelander was the first
person that died. Susan Gilman taught the first school, in 1823.

sales, is

No inn has

ever been licensed in town.
There are 2 large tanneries in town, and several sawmills.
These mountains are entirely primitive, and incline to the
hypersthene and feldspathic varieties.
"3 Gideon and Jeremiah
Olmstead, from Mass., were the first
Issachar Robinson, Peter Wager. Asa Deville. Jacob
settlers.
Houek, John Graff, and Elisha Wright settled about 1791-92, a
little N. of the center of the town.
Zadock Bass,
Conklin,
Elkanah, Amos, and Isaac Mason came into the E. part in 1805.
The first birth was that of Lucinda Olmstead and the first
death, that of Mrs. Conklin, about 1800.
Wilson, a Scotchman, kept the first school.
* This town has been formed since the statistics were collected
and its description and history are included in those of the towns
from which it was formed.
5 The summit level between Round Lake and Little
Long
Lake is but a few feet above the water. In wet seasons water
mns both ways, and 25 mi. of slackwater navigation might be
made at comparatively small expense. Round Lake flows into
the N. branch of the Sacondaga, and Little Long Lake into the
w. branch, so that, after running 25 and 35 mi. respectively,
1

*

;

;

—

•heir waters again unite.
*

Named from

Mrs. James E. De Kay, by Dr.

Emmons, while

co.,

from the

s.

extremity to

Long Lake.

geological survey of the 2d district. She was the
daughter of Henry Eckford, the celebrated shipbuilder, from
whom the chain of lakes was named.
"
' Known for several
years as Lake Pleasant," until changed
through the agency of Hezekiah Sage, of Chittenango, who built
a large hotel and attempted to establish an extensive business
there. Efforts have been made to procure a change of the present name, but without success.
8 A few
years since, Abraham R. Lawrence, of New York City,

making the

bnilt a large hotel for summer resort at the head of Lake Pleasant.

As a speculation it proved a failure.
9
Beiy. Macomber, John Barnes, Joseph Davis, Joshua and
Jonathan Rich, Jesse Callop, Caleb Nichols, Geo. Wright, Ephraim
Page, Daniel Fish, Henry Burton, Lemuel Holmes, and B. Saterlee settled in town before 1806. The first birth'was that of
Olivia Spier, in 1806; and the second, that of Eleanor Macomber,
who died a missionary in Burmah. Geo. Wright kept the first
inn, in 1806, and Wm. B. Peck the first store, in 1817. A sawmill was built by
Foster, in 1795; and a gristmill, by
Joseph Spier, in 1797.
10 David
James
Keller,
Sargent, Owen Skinner, Zenas Parker
Joel Plumley, and John Cunningham were first settlers. The
A school was first taught in 1840
first death occurred in 1838.
by Lucina Bissell. There are now 3 schools in town. A Cong
church was formed in 1842, by Rev. John Todd, of Pittsfield,
Mass., and placed under the charge of Rev. M. Parker. This ia
the most secluded town in the State. It is usually reached from
Essex CO., to which the settlers resort for theu" mails and trade.
Schroon River p.o., Essex co., is the nearest and most
convenient

u Named

oflSce for receiving mails.
from the first settler.
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and mountainous. In the several valleys which extend across the town are
The
is the principal lake in the s. part.
Jerseyfield Lake, upon the s. border,
into Moose
waters
their
in
n.
the
the
Fulton
lakes
of
8th
and
chain,
discharge
part,
5th, 6th, 7th,
River. Jones, Deer, Goose, and several other lakes flow into West Canada Creek.
Its surface is hilly

numerous

lakes.

Morehouse-

Ville,

in the

s.

part, is

The Arthurboro Patent was mostly within the limits of this town.
was also partly in this town."^^ The
purchased by Jonathan Lawrence

a p.o.

The

tract of 50,000 acres

first

settlement

was commenced, under the agency of Andrew K. Morehouse, in

1833.*

WEliliS'—was formed from Mayfield and Northampton, Fulton co.. May 28, 1805. Hope was
taken off in 1818, a part of Long Lake in 1837, and Gilman in 1839.
part of Mayfield was

A

1812; parts of Mayfield and Northampton in 1816; and parts of Gilman and
Lake Pleasant in 1858. It lies along the e. border of the co. and forms a part of the hunting
families on Indian Lake. It is intersected
grounds of Northern N. Y. Its s. part is inhabited by a few
The
narrow
mountain
highest peaks are 2,000 to 2,500 feet
valleys.
ranges separated by deep,
by
of the Sacondaga unite in the
high and axe covered by masses of naked rock. The three branches
Indian
in the n., are large streams.
and
Cedar
Rivers,
s. part, forming a large stream.
Jessup
Lake is a sheet of water about 6 mi. long and further N. is a cluster of small lakes flowing into
the Hudson. There are numerous other small lakes in other parts, known only to hunters. The
Calciferous sandstone appears i?i situ above Wells Village. TVells (p. v.)
soil is light and sandy.
contains a large tannery, gristmill, sawmill, and 15 dwellings Pickleville, one-half mi. above,
contains 2 churches and 15 dwellings. Settlement began in 1798.*

annexed June

19,

;

;

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Hamilton County.

Names of Towns.

HEEKIMEU COUNTY.
This county was formed from Montgomery, Feb. 16, 1791.^ Onondaga was taken off in 1794, Oneida and a part of Chenango iu
1798 the present territory of Hamilton co. was taken off and annexed to Montgomery in 1797; parts of Montgomery eo. were
annexed April 7, 1817 and parts of Richfield and Plainfield, Otsego
It is centrally disCO., were annexed in forming Winfield in 1816.
tant 80 mi. from Albany, and contains 1,745 sq. mi.
Its surface is
a hilly upland, with a series of ridges extending in a general n. and
;

;

i

s.

direction.

Mohawk

River flows

through the

e.

co. in

a deep

valley which cuts the ridges at right angles and separates the highland into two distinct parts.
broad ridge extends from the s.

A

Mohawk, and thence n. of that river along the w.
bank of East Canada Creek to the n. line of the co. The Hasenclever Mts., another broad ridge, lie
along the w. border of the co., n. of the Mohawk. From the Mohawk the highlands rise toward
border to the

s. in a series of hills, the declivities of which are
steep and their summits 500 to 1,000 ft. high.
North of the river the surface gradually rises to a height of 1,000 to 1,500 ft., where it spreads out
into a rocky and broken plateau region, the highest summits being 2,500 to 3,000 ft. above tide.
Mohawk River breaks through a mountain ridge at Little Falls, the valley forming a natural
channel of communication between Lake Ontario and Hudson River. At this place the mountains
on each side of the river are masses of naked rock rising nearly perpendicular to a height of 500
to 600 ft.
An intervale, with an average width of 2 mi., extends along the river w. of the pass,
and from it the land rises on each side in gradual slopes. East of this point the Mohawk flows for
some distance through a valley bordered by steep and nearly perpendicular hills. The river re
ceives from the n.. Starling, West Canada, Cathatachua, and East Canada Creeks; and from the s
Furnace, Browns Hollow, and Nowadaga Creeks. East Canada Creek^ forms a portion of the e.
boundary of the co., and receives as tributaries Trammel, Spruce, and several other small creeks.
West Canada Creek flows s. w. through Wilmurt, Ohio, and Russia, thence s. e. along the w. bordei
of Russia, thence s. through Newport, Fairport, and Herkimer, to the Mohawk. It receives from
Several small
the E. Black, White, and North Creeks, and from the w. several small brooks.
streams take their rise in the s. part of the co. and form branches of the Unadilla. The n. part
of the CO. is yet an unbroken wilderness.
It is a wild, mountainous region, with very little land
The streams, usually flowing in deep, rocky ravines, form headwaters
susceptible of cultivation.

the

of Black, Moose, Beaver, and Oswegatchie Rivers.
The portion of the co. lying n. of a line extending w. of Brocketts Bridge, on East Canada Creek,
is covered with
primary rocks.^ This same formation also outcrops at Little Falls on the Mohawk.

Rising successively above the primary are the Trenton limestone, appearing in Norway and
Russia the Utica slate, appearing upon the summits of all the hills immediately n. of the Mohawk; the Frankfort slate, appearing immediately s. of the river; the Oneida conglomerate and
Clinton group, extending in a belt through near the center of the s. half of the co. the Onondaga
;

;

in thin layers next s.
and
the INIarcellus shales and limestones of the Helderbergh Range, covering the summits of the s. hills.
These rocks yield an abundance of lime, waterlime, and building material in nearly every part
of the CO. ; and for these purposes they are extensively quarried. Drift is found in deep deposits
salt group, waterlime,

Onondaga and corniferous limestones, appearing

;

many parts of the co. The useful minerals are few in number.*
Agriculture forms the leading pursuit. The hilly character of the surface particularly adapts
and dairying has long been the leading branch of industry.^ Hops are
this CO. to pasturage
in

;

This name was originally "Erghemar ;" and it has been
Tariously written, as Herchkeimer, Hareniger, Harliemeir,
Hercliamer, Uarchamer, Harkemar, and Herkimer. Benton's
Herlimer, p. 150.
2 West Canada Creek was called by the Indians
Teugh-taghra-row, and the East Creek Ci-o-ha-na.
3 The rocks
peculiar to this region are granite, gneiss, feldspar and hornblende. Calciferous sandrock is found associated

be the most easterly point in the State where it can be obtained. The discovery of small particles of anthracite, found
associated with sandstone near Little Falls, has led to the erroneous supposition that coal might be obtained in the vicinity.
Among the other minerals found are crystals of quartz, adapted
to optical instruments, iron sand, iron and copper pyrites, lead
alum slate.
ore, heavy spar, graphite, alum, and
6 The amount of cheese
produced in this co. is three times aa

with gneiss at Little Falls.
*
Qypsnm is found in small quantities ; and this
240

ereat as in

1

—

co. ia said to

any other

co. in

the State.

HERKIMER COUNTY.
At

largely produced.
ried on.

The county

seat

is

Little Falls,

and a few other

localities,

located at the village of Herkimer.^

fronting Main St., near the center of the village.
of the St. from the courthouse. The clerk's office

The jail

341

considerable manufacturing

The courthouse

is

is

car

a fine brick building

a stone building, on the opposite side
is a fireproof brick building, upon the courthouse
located upon a farm of 65 acres 6^ mi. n. of the court130, supported at a weekly cost of $1.30 each. The farm
is

fronting Court St. The poorhouse is
house. The average number of inmates is
school is taught about 6 months in the year. The institution is
yields a revenue of about S700.
in good condition and seems to be well managed.^ The works of internal improvement within the
lot,

A

Canal and the N. Y. Central R. R., both extending along the valley of the Mohawk.
Four weekly newspapers are now published in the co.*
The lands of this co. adjacent to the river were granted mostly in the first half of the last cenThe n. portion
tury, and the greater portion now settled was conveyed before the Revolution.
and small tracts in other sections remained in possession of the State Government imtil conveyed
to Macomb and others.*
CO. are the Erie

The first courthouse of the co. was located at Whitesboro,
The first courthouse and jail at Herkimer was
co.
burned Jan. 25, 1834. The first co. ofiiccrs were Henry Staring.
First Jmlge; Michael Myers, Iluj^h White, and Abraham Uardenburgh, Judges; Jonas Piatt, Clerk; Wm. C!olbreath, Slieriff;
and Moses De Witt, Surrogate.
* The two main
buildings of this institution are of stone, and
1

now Oneida

are each 30 by 46 feet.
s The
Tehscope was commenced at Ilerkimer about 1S02 by
Benj. Corey. It w.is puroha.sid by David Uolt and J. B.
Kobbins. and discontinued in Jan. 1S05.
The Farmers? Monitor was commenced in the same office in
1805 by Holt & Kobbins. It was discontinued in 1807.
The Berkimer Pelican was commenced in 1807 or '08 by Benj.
Corey, and was discontinued about 1810.
The Herkimer American was commenced in ISIO by J. H. k H.
Prentiss. Wm. L. Stone afterward became the publisher. In 1813 or '14 he sold it to Edward P. Seymour,
who continued its publication until 1831, when it was
discontinued.
Bunker Hill was commenced at Herkimer in ISIO bj' Q. G.
Phinney. Its name was changed in 1812 to

The Honest American, under which
The

& H.

E. G. Palmer

The

title it

was published a few

years.
People's Friend was commenced at Little Falls in Sept.
1821, by Edward M. Griffin. It was successively published by Joseph A. Noonan, Horatio X. Johnson, and

N. Johnson.

In 1830

it

was pub-

lished as
People's Friend and Little Falls Gazette. In July, 1834, it
passed into the hands of N. S. Benton & Co., who
changed its name to

Tlie Molia-wlt Courier, under which
lished by A. W. Eaton.

title it is

now pub-

The Herkimer Herald was commenced in 1828 by John Carpenter. It was removed in a few years to Oswego.
The Republican Farmers' Free Press was commenced at Herkimer in 1830 by
Holt B. B. Hotchkin, editor. In
1834 it was removed to Little Falls and its name

The

The

The Herkimer County Journal was commenced in
List

of Patents,

Tracts,

Adgate's Patent*
Brown's Tract*
Burnetsfield Patent*
Colden, C, Patent
Golden, N., Patent
Cosby's Manor*
Fall Hill Patent
Free Mason's Patent*...
Glen's Purchase
Ilasenclever's Patent....

,

Henderson's Patent*
Jerseyfleld Patent*
Johnson's, Guy, Patent,
Kast's Patent
Lansing's Patent*

L'Hommedieu's Patent.

The Enterprise was issued at Little Falls in 1839 by E. M.
In 1841 it was succeeded by
Griflin.
The Mohawk Mirror, serai-mo., which was discontinued in 1844.
The. Tribune and Spirit of '98 was published at Little Falls a
short time in 18
by II. N. Johnson.
The Herkimer Freeman was commenced at Little Falls in July,
1844, by 0. A. Bowe. In 1850 he removed it to Mohawk

—

and changed the name to
The Mohawk Times. It was soon after discontinued.
The Frankfort Democrat was commenced in 1842 by J. M. Lyon
& W. B. Holmes. In 1844 it was removed to Herkimer
and its name changed to
The Herkivier County Democrat. In 1848 Mr. Lyon was succeeded by Robert Earl. In 1S50 C. C. Witherstine became intere.';ted in its publication, and in March, 1854,
he became sole proprietor. In Sept. 1854, J. L. Hayso
was associated with Mr. Witherstine, and in Dec. 1855,
the name of the paper was changed to
The Herkimer American. In May, 1866, Mr. Hayse withdrew
and in July following the paper passed into tho bands
of R. W. Crain & J. T. Stevens, who changed its name to
;

The Herfeimer County Democrat.
The

Wm.

The Mohawk

Mohawk in Jan. 1865, by L. W. Peters & G. W. Gould.
In May following Mr. Peters became sole proprietor,

The

and

is its

present publisher.

Standard. Bearer was commenced
field in

and Grants of Land

June, 1859

;

W.

II.

Date.

1798

Cadwallader Colden and C. Rightmeyer
Alexander Colden and 3 others
Joseph Worrell, Wm. Cosby, and 9 others
John Joost and Hcndrick Herkimer
Wm. and Robert Bayard and 53 others
Jacob Glen and others
Peter Hasenclever and 17 others
Jas. Henderson and 2 others
Henry Glen and 93 others
Guy Johnson (forfeited)
Johan Jurgh Kast and others, his children...
.Tacob Lansing and 2 others
Ezra L'Hommedieu and N. Piatt
John Lindsay and Philip Livingston
Leonard Lispenard, sen. and jr., and 13 others

—

Livingston and 19 others

at

West Win-

Dixon, publisher.

in Herkimer County.

Part of Macomb's Purchase
John Joost Pctrie and 93 others

I'hilip

Withers-

tine soon after became proprietor; and in June, 1859, it
was sold to II. G. Crouch, its present publisher.
llion Independent was commenced in Jan. 1855 ; G. W. BunL. Fish & H. W. Lyman, publishers.
gay, editor,
In Jan.lS58. it was removed to Utica.
"Valley Sentinel was commenced at

Mathew Adgate

Thomas Machin

.

.

Patentees.

Tracts.

Lindsay's Patent
Lispenard's Patent*
Livingston's Patent*....
Machin's Patent*

—

inl8—

;

changed to
The Herkimer County Whig, under which title it was published
about 2 years by Lamed W. Smith.
The Inquirer was published a short time at Little Falls by
•
Larned W. Smith.

Dec. 18.37, by a comparv; J. C. Underwood, editor, E.
P. Seymciur, printer. Iv 18.38 it passed into the hands
of 0. A. Bowe. and in 184t to Orlando Squires, who removed it to Little Falls. He was succeeded by Daniel
Ayer, by whom the paper is now published.
papers. A few numbers were issued
The latter
in 1853 or '54 by 0. Squires.
paper was designed as a daily, but was
issued
(Small only tri-wetkly.
Watchman was issued by Squires about 6 months in 18
Democratic Vindicator was issued by Squires about 2 weeks
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The first settlements were made upon the river intervales above Little Falls, about 1722, by a
colony of Palatinates. Accessions were made to their number from time to time, and up to the
close of the Revolution they constituted almost the sole inhabitants of the co.
During the French
War of 1756, this colony was twice invaded, and numbers of the people were killed or carried
During the Revolution also it was repeatedly invaded: the buildings and crops
and at last the inhabitants w:ere obliged to abandon their homes and seek protecThe German Flats were invaded by a body of 300 tories and
tion in the lower part of the valley.
152 Indians, under Brant, in Sept. 1778. This party burned 63 dwellings, 57 barns, 3 gristmills,
2 sawmills, and killed or took off 235 horses, 229 horned cattle, 269 sheep, and 93 oxen. Only 2
persons lost their lives and the forts were not attacked. A party of militia pursued them ci
their retreat, but without effecting any thing.
Andrustown, in Warren, was burned in July
of the same year. A stockade fort was built at the German Flats, and another at Danube, a short
time previous to the commencement of the French War. In 1776 another fort was built at Herkimer, N. of the Mohawk and strong blockhouses were erected in several other parts of the co.^
This CO. shared in the loss of men at the battle of Oriskany. Gen. Arnold came as far as German Flats in the summer of 1777, on his way to relieve Fort Schuyler and from this place was
sent the tory Han Yost Schuyler, to spread alarm among the savages in St. Leger's camp and
hasten the abandonment of the siege.
After the war the settlements rapidly spread, and within 15 years over 10,000 persons from New
England and the eastern cos. of the State located in the central and s. portions of the co. From
that time its progress has been gradual and continually prosperous.

away

prisoners.^

were destroyed

;

;

;

;

—was formed from Warren, June

It lies on the s. border of the co.,
with an average elevation of 500 to
600 ft. above the Mohf wk. The streams are small brooks, a portion of them flowing n. to the
Mohawk and the remainder flowing s. to the Unadilla. The soil is a clayey loam and generally
fertile.
Columbia Center (Columbia p. o.) contains 98 inhabitants; Cedarville, (p. v.,)
on the line of Litchfield, 2 churches, a tannery, and 145 inhabitants. Soutb Columbia, in

COIiUlJIBIA^

Its surface is rolling

w. of the center.

the

s.

E. part, is

a p.

o.

The

first

8,

1812.

and moderately

settlement

hilly,

was commenced

before the Revolution,

by

families

Mohawk ;*

but their improvements were abandoned during the war. The first religious
Abram Rosegrantz was the first preacher.'
services (Ref. Prot. D.) were held at an early period.

from the

DANUBE®—was

formed from Minden, (Montgomery

Teacts.

Petrie's

Purchase

Remsenburgh Patent*

John McNeil and 3 others
Anson Blake
Arthur Noble
Philip Livingston and 2 others
Henry Remsen and 3 others

Wm.

Royal Grant

Sir

Schuyler's Patent
Snell & Zimmerman's Patent
Staley's Patent, 1st and 2d Tract.
"
"
3d Tract.
Totten & Ci ossfield's Purchase*...
Van Driessen, John's, Patent
Van Driessen, Petma', Patent

Abraham Lynsen and 21 others
Jacob Zimmerman and J. J. Schnell

•

Van Home's Patent*
Vaughan's Patent
Vrooman's Patents*

(3)

Walton's Patent
Watson's East Tract*
Young's Patent*

Johnson, (after 1755)

Rudolph Staley and 17 others

John Van Driessen

Van Driessen
Abraham Van Home and 3 others
John Vaughan and 7 others
Isaac Vrooman
Petrus

Walton, jr., and 11 others
Part of Macomb's Purchase
Theobald Young and 10 others

7,

1817.

Stark was taken

1761
,

Coenradt and Fred. Frank and 4 olberB..
Zepbaniah Piatt

Wm.

April

Date.

Patentees.

McNeil's Patent*
Moose River Tract*
Nobleborough Patent*

co.,)

,
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on the e. border of" the co., s. of the center. Its surface is hilly in the center,
rising 4U0 to SvO ft. above the Mohawk, and is broken by ravines on each side of the valley of
the creek. Fine flats extend along the Mohawk on the n. border. The principal stream is Nowadaga'
Creek, which flows n. e. through the town near the center. The soil is gravelly in the n. and a sandy
loam in the s. In the x. part are two sulphur springs. Newville (p. v.) contains 1 church and
off in 1828.

It lies

Indian Castle" (Danube p. o., a hamlet) 1 church. Settlements are supposed
have commenced as early as 1730 but no records have been preserved. During the Revolution the
settlements were broken up, and did not commence again until about 1780.' The first patents are
dated 1730-31.* A mission church was established here by Sir William Johnson in 1708. This
church had a bell, which the Indians attempted to carry off in the war, and for that purpose
fcecreted it. Search was made in vain. After sufficient time had elapsed the thieves, on returning
20 houses, and
to

;

by night to bear away the coveted treasure, had their presence and business betrayed by the
As it was borne along on a pole, its ringing
unruly member which they neglected to mufiie.
brought the Germans to its rescue with such weapons as they in their haste could snatch, and the
The present church occupying the site of the old Mission Church is known as
bell was recovered.
There are 2 union churches in town. This town was the residence
the " Indian Castle Church."
of King Hendrick^ and Joseph Brant,^ the celebrated Mohawk chiefs, and of Gen. Nicholas Herkimer.' King Ilendrick sustained a high character for sagacity and integrity, was warmly attached to the English, and especially to Sir Wm. Johnson, whom he accompanied to Lake George
in the summer of 1755, where he was killed.
lie was recognized as a chief as early as 1697.

FAIRFIOIjD^— was

in 1806,

and a part of

formed from Norway, Feb.

Little Falls in 1829.

19, 179G.

A part of

Newport was taken

off

near the center.

Its

It lies in the interior of the co.,

a hilly upland, the center rising into a ridge 800 to 1,000 ft. above West Canada Creek.*
The streams are small. West Canada Creek flows s. on the w. border. The soil on the uplands is
mostly clay, and in the valleys it is gravelly, with local drift deposits of sand. Several fine quarries of limestone are found in different parts.^"
Fairfield, (P-'^-i) near the center, contains 3
churches, an academy," a cheese box factory, and 60 houses Middleville, (p. v.,) on the line
of Newport, 1 church, a cotton factory, tannery,^- chair factory, grist and saw mill. Pop. 295.
surface

is

;

first made in 1770, by 3 German families named Maltanner, Goodbrodt, and Shafwho located upon the Royal Grant.^* The first preacher was Rev.
Fields, (Presb.,) in 1791.^*

Settlements were
fer,

of Congress on the 4th of October, 1777, "that the Governor and
Council of New York be desired to erect a monument, at Continental expense, of the value of $500, to the memory of the late
Brigadier Harkemer, who commanded the militia of Tryon co.,
in the State of N. Y., and who was killed fighting gallantly in
defense of the liberty of these States," this order has been neglected, and the citizen chief lies forgotten by the country for
whose cause he gave his life. He was chairman of the Tryon
CO. committee of safety.
At the time of his death he was about
50 years of age.
8 This town included
nearly all of the Glen Purchase and the
first allotment of the Royal Grant.
s The s. w. corner of the old
college building is 1,276.8 ft. above
tidewater at Troy. The chapel threshold is 727 feet above low

1

Called by tho Indians In-cba-nan-do.
Named from the upper Indian castle, or fort, built in 1710
flat just below the mouth of Nowadaga Creek. It was built
as one of the chain of defenses that guarded the approach to
Canada, and was armed with small cannon. The Indians lived
in clusters of huts around it.
3 An inn was
kept by Cornelius C. Van Alstyne, in 1795, and
a store by Peter Smith, at the same time. Andrew Nellis built
the first gristmill, near the mouth of Nowadaga, in 1800.
* Small
portions of Fall Hill, Vaughan's, and L'Hommedieu's
Patents, the whole of Lindsay's, and parts of J. Vrooman's, C.
Colden's, Van Home's, and Lansing's Patents are in this town.
6 The
dwelling of King Hendiuck stood upon the high
ground near the site of the present Indian Castle Church.
On one occasion he remarked to Sir William Johnson that he
had dreamed a dream. On being questioned, he related that
the English agent had in his slumber appeared to present
him a suit of new clothes. Johnson fulfilled the dream, and
not long after had in turn a dream to relate to the chief, in
which he thought the latter had presented to him a large tract
of land. The Indian was caught in his own trap. He, however,
gave the necessary title, but hinted, as he conveyed the lands
described, that they would have no more dreaming. This tract
was afterward known as the Royal Grant.
* Brant lived in the same
place that had been occupied by
Hendrick. Fort Hendrick stood on land now owned byAbram
Owens, w. of the Nowadaga, on a small eminence overlooking
the flat. The fort was built in the French War.
' General Herkimer's house is still
standing, 3 mi. below
Little Falls, s. of the canal.
It is of imported brick, and was
built in 1763, at a cost of $7,500 to §8,000. Some of the rooms
were finished in panel work and were plastered on the brick
walls; and in its day the house was surpassed by none in this
It is now owned by Daniel Conner. Efforts wore
section.
2

on the

made to burn it in the Revolution by throwing combustibles
upon the roof; but further attempts of this kind were prevented
by covering it with a layer of clay. Gen. Herkimer's grave is
25 rods s. e. from the house, on a knoll, and is marked by a
plain white tombstone inscribed as follows
" Gen.

:

—

NICHOLAS HERKIMER.
Died

Aug. 17. 1777,
after the battle of Oriskany. in which engagement he
received wounds which caused his death."
Attempts have been repeateilly made to obtain the means to
erect a suitable monument ; but, notwithstanding the resolution

Ten days

water at W. Canada Creek at Middloville, and Barton Hill is 1,177
feet above the .same.
10 Near Middleville are found beautiful
crystals of quartz.
Most of them are perfectly transparent; and sometimes they
inclose a few di'ops of water or small pieces of anthracite
coal.
11 Fairfield
Academy was established in 1803. A medical department, incorp. as the College of Physicians and Surgeons,
was founded in 1809, and continued until 1840. A conditional
college charter was granted to the academy in 1812, under the
name of "Clinton College;" but the conditions were not com-

plied with.
1'^

This establishment manufactures $40,000 worth of

calf-

skins and upper leather annually.
13

1

]

These

though Royalists, were attacked by the InTwo members of the families were killed, and

settlers,

dians in 1779.
the others were carried into captivity. Families named Keller.
Windecker. and Pickert settled near the Manheim line, and
others settled on the Glen Purchase, before the war. Cornelius
Cliatfield settled in March, and Abijah Mann in May, 17S5.
Josiah, David, and Lester Johnson, John Bucklin, Benj. Bowen.
.Tohn Eaton. Nath'l and Wm. Brown, Sam'l Low, David Benseley, Elisha Wymau & Comfort Eaton, Jeremiah Ballard. AVni.
Bucklin, D. A. Arnold, Daniel Venner, Nathan Smith, Nahum
Daniels, Amos and Jas. Haile,
Neely, and Peter and Bela
Ward, all from New England, settled soon after. The first
The first
store was kept by Smith & Daniels, in 1792-93.
gristmill was built by
Erapie, and the first sawmill by
Samuel & Paul Green. A school was taught in 1795, by Wm.
D. Gray; but others had been previously taught in the N. pait
of the town.
1* There are now C churches in town
2 51. E Bap., Prot. E.,
;

Presb.,

and Cong.

,
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FRAIVKFORT^—was formed from

German

It was divided in the formaon the w. border of the co., s.
of the Mohawk. Its surface is a broad intervale, rising into hills of moderate elevation on the
The Mohawk flows s. e. on the
s. w. border, the highest points being abont 500 ft. above the river.
The streams are small brooks and creeks. The soil on the uplands is a clayey and
N. border.
loam. Limestone ledgee are found in the s. w. The most
slaty loam, and on the flats an alluvial
important of these is called Horsebone Ledge. The stone is whitish and makes excellent lime.
Slate and calciferous sandstone are also found in some places.
Frankfort, (p. v.,) in the n.e.,
near the Mohawk, contains 4 churches, I bank, a grist and saw mill, woolen factory, and distillery.
IVCTT Crraefenberg (p. o.) is the seat of a water cure, 4| mi. from Utica.
Pop. 1,150.
Hoivards Busll (Frankfort Hill p. o.) is w. of the center. Jacob Folts made the first settlement, on Lot 3, Burnetsfield Patent, before the Revolution.^ The census reports 7 churches in town.'

Oneida

tion of

co. in 1798,

and a part annexed

Flats, Feb. 5, 1796.

to Deerfield.

It lies

GERMAIV FL. ATS*—was formed, as a district of "Tryon co.," March 24, 1772. Its name
was exchanged with the Kingsland District, March 8, 1773. It was recognized as a town March 7,
1788. Frankfort, Litchfield, and Warren were taken off in 1796, and a part of Little Falls in
1829. It lies upon the s. bank of the Mohawk, s. of the center of the co. A fine intervale extends
along the river, and from it the surface gradually rises to a height of 300 to 400 ft. and spreads
out into an undulating upland. The valley of Fulmer Creek divides this upland into two nearly
The soil is a clay and slaty loam upon the
Steele Cr. is a large stream in the w.
equal parts.
hills, and a gravelly loam and alluvium in the valleys.
Moliaivk, (p. v.,) a canal village, in
the N. w. part of the town, was incorp. April 16, 1844. It contains 3 churches, a bank, and newsofiice.
Pop. 1,355. Ilion (p. v.) is a canal village, 1^ mi. w. of Mohawk. It contains 2
Fort
churches, a bank, and Remmington's rifle factory. Pop. 813.
upon the
Mohawk, in the e. part, contains 2 churches and 20 houses. Denisous Corners (Denison

paper

Herkimer,

p. 0.)

Fains HollOir

and

The

are hamlets.

first

settlements were

made

in 1722,

by a colony

who had previously located upon the Hudson.^ The population rapidly increased
1756, when the whole settlement was laid waste by a party of Canadians, French, and Indians.'

of Palatinates
until

A council was

held with the Indians at this place, June 28, 1775, at which the Oneidas and Tuscaroras agreed to remain neutral.'' During the Revolution the Indians committed many murders
in town ; and in July, 1782, they destroyed nearly the whole settlement.^ The German inhabitants

and the first liberty-pole in the Mohawk Valley, erected here,
early espoused the Patriot cause
Sheriff White and a body of militia, who came up from Johnstown for the pur;

was cut down by

At the close of the war the settlements progressed with great rapidity.
Indians at Fort Herkimer, June 28, 1785, at which time the Oneidas
and Tuscaroras ceded to the State the territory lying between Unadilla and Chenango Rivers.

pose, in the spring of 1775.

A treaty was held with the
The

first

building

church was built of
is still

logs, in

standing, and

is

1725

;

it

was superseded by one

the most ancient structure in the co.

The
was commenced under a
was delayed, and a new per-

built of stone, in 1767.
It

permit granted in 1746, but from apprehension of Indian troubles it
mit was granted Oct. 6, 1751. It was not fully completed for use until 1767. On the 24th of
Sept. 1730, Nicholas Wolever deeded Lot 30 of Burnetsfield Patent for church and school purposes.

A society was formed

soon after, and the conveyance was perfected April 26, 1733. Lotd 45, 46,
Flats were conveyed Sept. 18, 1755, by Hans Dedrick Stelly, and others, to
Peter Remsen, for the support of the Ref. Prot. D. church at this place. The first preacher was

and 47

in

German

Rev. A. Rosegrantz.'
Named from Lawrence Frank, an early settler. A large
part of Cosby's Manor, 1^ tiers of great lots of Bayard's Patent,
4 lots in Burnetsfield Patent, i of 1 lot in Frank's, ii lots in
Staley's, and a part of Colden's Patents, are in this town.— Bentoti's
1

Hexkimfr, p. 400.
2
Among the other early settlers were Conrad Folts, Andrew
Aaron James,
Morgan, Evan Evans,
Joseph Hanis, John Morris, John Myers, and Adam Weber.
Several Welsh families settled about 1800. The first inn was
kept by John Myers, in 1795; the first sawmill was built by

Piper, David Dederick,

John

Hollister, in 1794;

and the

first

gristmill

by

Adam

J.

Campbell, in 1808.
3 4
4

M.

E., Bap., Ref. Prot. D., and Univ.
from the German settlers who located

Named
hawk Flats

on the Mo-

at this place.
the early settlers

were families named Erjihcmar,
Herkimer, Fox, Editch, Bellinger, Starring, Wolever, and Ilerter,
s

Among

—names

still common in the co.
This attack was made Nov. 11, 1776. The settlers were
totally unprepared, and the greater part were murdered or captured without resistance. The French account states that a
mill, 60 houses, and a large number of baxns, were destroyed,
6

40 persons were killed, aud 150 taken prisoners. These nnm
bers were doubtless much exaggerated. A small stockaded fort,
called Fort Kouari, was garrisoned at this time, and afforded
shelter for a portion of the inhabitants. On the 30th of April,
1758, the French and Indians made another attack- upon the
settlers,

and

killed 30, losing 15 of their

own number.

7 On the 15th and 16th of
Aug. 1775, another council was held
here by Turbot Francis and Yalkert P. Doun, on the part of the
Commissioners for the Northern Department, to induce the Indians to go to Albany to hold a great council. They attended
at Albany soon after but sufficient inducements could not be
offered to detach them from the royal cause.
8 In
July, 1782, a party of 600 Indians and tories entered the
settlement, and were discovered by Peter Wolever, who, with
Augustinus Hess, lived about 50 rods from the fort. Both fi\milies escaped to the fort, except Hess, who was killed at the picket
Valentine Starring was tortured within heariug of the
g.ite.
Benton's Herfort, which was too feeble to attempt a rescue.
;

—

p. 406.
There are now 7 churches in town; 2 Kef. Prot. D.. Bap., Ev.
Luth., F. W. Bap., Univ., and Union.
kiiiii r,

9
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HERKIMER^—

was formed from Kingsland District, March 7, 1788. A part of Palatino
(Montgomery co.) was annexed in 1791. Norway and Schuyler were taken off in 1792, a part of
Newport in 1806, and a part of Little Falls in 1829. A part was annexed to Schuyler in 1808, and
restored in 1811. It lies on the n. bank of the Mohawk, near the center of the settled portions of
the CO. A wide intervale extends along the river, and from it the surface gradually rises to the N.
line of the town.
West Canada Creek flows s. through near the center, dividing the uplands into
two distinct ridges. The Hasenclever Mts., w. of the creek, are 600 to 800 ft. above the Mohawk.
The soil upon the hills is a gravelly loam, and in the valleys a deep, fertile alluvium. Herkimer ^^ (P-''^->) upon the Mohawk, w. of the mouth of "West Canada Creek, was incorp.
April
is

a

1807.

6,

It contains the co.

buildings, 3 churches, a bank,

newspaper

office,

paper

Eatonville

and

It is a station upon the N. Y. C. R. R.
gristmill. Pop. 1,371.
(p. o.)
hamlet, in the n. e. corner, on the line of Fairfield and Little Falls. The early history of the

mill,*

blended with that of German Flats, of which it formed a part until its organization as a
The first settlements were made by Palatinates, under the patronage of Gov. Hunter, in
1722.* It had its share of suffering during the Revolution
and all the patriot families that remained during the war were those sheltered by Fort Dayton. This fortress stood upon a point of

town

is

town.

;

the stone ridge about 30 rods above the present site of the courthouse. After the destruction of
Fort Schuyler by flood and fire, in May, 1781, Forts Dayton and Herkimer became the frontier
defenses of the Mohawk Valley.* After the war, many of the Indians and tories who had been
actively engaged in hostilities returned to the settlements ; but they were received by the settlers
in a way little calculated to inspire sentiments of friendship, and the greater part emigrated to

more congenial places.® The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed at an early period, by Rev.
A. Rosegrantz but the precise date has been lost.'
;

formed from German Flats, Feb. 5, 1796. A part of Winfield was
on the w. border of the co., s. of the Muhawk. Its surface is elevated
and moderately hilly, its mean elevation being about 500M"eet above the river. A series of ridges
in the'w. and s. are known as the "Dry Lots,"^ no water being found upon them.
The streams
are small some flow s. into the Unadilla and others n. into the Mohawk.
In the e. part is a
sulphur spring.^" liitcbfield (p. v.) contains 1 church and about 15 houses; Cedar Lake
(p. 0.) 1 church and 9 houses; Jerusalem, a hamlet near the center, 2 churches and 7 houses.
The first settlement was commenced about 1789, by Jabez Snow, on Snow Hill.^^ The first religious services were held in 1794 Rev.
Spaulding was the first preacher.

L.ITCHFIEL.D8—was

taken

off in

1816.

It lies

;

^'^

;

1.ITTL.E FALiliS—was formed from
It lies in the interior of the co.,

s.

1 Named in honor of Gen. Nicholas Herkimer.
It was intended
to apply the name to the territory including the old residence
of the General, but by mistake it was given to this town. The
Kingsland District was one of the divisions of Tryon co. formed
March 24, 1772. Its name was exchanged with that of German
Flats District, March 8, 1773. It included all that portion of the
This
CO. lying w. of Palatine District and N. of the Mohawk.
town embraces the whole of Winner's and a partof Burnetsfield,
Ilasenclever's, Colden's, and Willet's Patents, and small portions of the Royal Grant and Glen's Purchase.
2
Originally called ''Stone Ridge."
8 This
paper mill was established in 1849; it gives employment
to 120 hands.

the early settlers were Johan Joost Petrie, Frederick
and A. M. Pell, Jury Doxtater, Nicholas Feeter, Melgert Folts,
Lendert, Frederick Johan, Adam and Philip
Henry Ueger,
*

Among

Helmer, and families named Schmidt, Weaver, and Bellinger.
The first schools were German.
Kobinson taught the first
English school, at the village.

6 Lieut. Solomon Woodworth was stationed at Fort
Dayton
He rendered great
\vith a small force of Continental troops.
service to the settlers in this part of the valley. In the summer
of 1781, with 40 men, he went out to reconnoiter ; but about .3

mi. N. of Herkimer the party fell into an Indian ambuscade, and
only 15 escaped. The commander and 20 men were killed. A
Mrs. Smith, scalped by the Indians during the war, recovered
and lived to a good old ago. On the 6th of August, 1781, a party
of tories and Indians, under Donald McDonald, a Scotch refugee,
from Johnstown, made an attack upon the settlement at Shells
Bush. The inhabitants mostly fled to Fort Dayton but John
;

and 6 eons,
house, which was a strong blockhouse.
His two little sons, twins, 8 years of age, were taken prisoners;
but the remainder of the family escaped within and secured the
entrance. In trying to force the door, McDonald was wounded,
Bnd made prisoner. The attack continued until dark, when the
toriers fled, with a loss of 11 killed and 6 wounded.
McDonald

Christian Shell

and

took refuge in their

his family, consisting of his wife

own

Herkimer, and German Flats, Feb. 16, 1829.
a broken upland, divided by the

Fairfield,

of the center.

Its surface is

died of his

wounds the next day.

turned after the war.

The

two
— Benton's Herkimer.

John Adam Hartman, an

little

hoys were

re-

and successful ranger, was
engaged in perilous service through the war. Soon after the
peace, an Indian came into an inn, in the w. part of this town,
where Hartman was present, and, getting intoxicated, began to
boast of his exploits, and showed a tobacco pouch made from the
skin of a white child's arm and hand, with the nails still on.
6

When

the Indian

road.

They both passed

came

out.

Hartman found business on the sanie
into a swamp: and the Indian ncvor
put to him, Hartman said that

left,

In reply

active

to questions

ho last saw the Indian, some distance ahead, standing on a log;
and that he fell as if hurt. Hartman was tried for murder, but
was acquitted. He lived in town tUl his death, in the spring of

—

BenUni's Herkimer, p. 409.
There are 3 churches in town ; 2 M. E., Ref. Prot. D.
Named from Litchfield, Conn., whence many of the early
settlers came.
8 These hills have limestone
ledges belonging to the Heldei^
hergh series. These lots, 2 in number, contain about 1,600
1836.
'

.8

Water is obtained by wells at great expense.
The Columbian Springs, in Browns Hollow, have been

acres each.
10

brought

to public notice,

but have yet gained only a local repu-

tation.
11

Among the other early settlers were John

Everett, Nathaniel
and Ebonezer Drury, from N. H.; and Ezekiel Goo<lell and
Sherry, from Conn. Selah Holcomb settled 2 mi. E. of Jerusalem. Wm. and Thos. Jones, Oliver Rider, Joseph Crosby, and
The first birth was tliat of
others, were also early settlers.
Luke Andrews, in 1790 the first marriage, that of Joseph Day
and
in the same year. Jeremiah Everett taught
the first school Joseph Shepard" kept the first inn David Davia
Talcott built the first sawmill, and
kept the first store;
John Littlejohn the first gristmill, in 1806-07.
13 The census
reports 8 churches in town 2 Presh., 2 M. E., 2
Ball,
S.

;

,

;

;

;

Univ., Bap.,

and Wes. Meth.
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A

range of hills extends n. and
deep, narrow gorge of the Mohawk.
are rocky and precipitous near the river, but less rugged on the n. and

s.

from the

s.

borders.^

They
The Mohawk

village.

flows N. E, through near the center of the town in a series of cascades and rapids. Its banks are
rocky and in places precipitous. The soil is a sandy, gravelly loam, liittle Falls, (p. v.,) in
the E. part, on the line of Manheim and Danube, was incorp. March 30, 1811. Its name was

changed to "Eockton," April 16, 1850, and again changed to Little Falls, April 16, 1852. It is an
important station on the N. Y. C. R. R. It contains 9 churches, a bank, 2 printing offices, the Little
Falls Academy, a union school, and a large number of manufactories.^ Pop. 3,984.
Jacksonburgrli, in the w., on the canal, has 206 inhabitants and Betliel, in the s., 1 church and 15 houses.
is a p. o.
Lots 12 and 13 of Burnetsfield Patent, embracing all the water;

Paines Holloir

Petrie.
This town also embraces
power N. of the river, were owned before the Revolutio/i by
The first settlements were made by
portions of several other patents issued at an early period.^
a colony of Palatinates, in 1722.* The settlers suffered much during the war, and most of them
were driven off.* The fi.rst settler at the village after the war was John Proteus, in 1790.®

A

great impulse was given to the business and population of the place by the construction of the
locks of the Western Navigation Co. in 1796.'
The first church was built about 1815. It was
octagonal, with a steep roof,

and surmounted by a cupola.

The census

reports 10 churches in

town.^

—

MANHEIM' was formed from Palatine, (Montgomery co.,) April 7, 1817. It lies on the N,
bank of the Mohawk, upon the e. border of the co. Its surface gradually rises from the intervales
along the Mohawk to the n. border, where it attains an elevation of 500 ft. above the river. East
Canada Creek forms its e. boundary.^" Cathatachua Creek flows s. through near the center, and
Gillett Creek flows s. e. through the n. e. corner.
Upon East Canada Creek, 1 mi. above its
mouth, is a series of cascades, where the water descends 180 ft. in three-fourths of a mi. The soil
a gravelly loam upon the upland, and a fine, fertile alluvium in the valleys. Brocketts
(p. v.,) upon East Canada Creek, in the n. part, contains 2 churches, a large tannery,^^
and Ing^bams Mills, upon East Canada Creek, 3 mi. below Brockgristmill, and 50 houses

is

Bridg'e,

;

Creek

Bridge, a church and 25 houses. East
N. Y. C. R. R., near the mouth of East Canada Creek.
etts

(p. o.) is

a hamlet and station

Manheim Center

upon the

a p. o. The first
settlements were made by Germans, probably in about the year 1736.^^ During the Revolution they
were frequently attacked by the Indians and were mostly destroyed. On the 30th of April, 1780,
a party of 60 tories and Indians fell upon the settlements at Rheimen Snyder's Bush, burned a gristis

and carried 19 persons into captivity.^^
The first church, built in 1774 or '75, was
burned during the war, and was rebuilt soon after. The census reports 5 churches 2 M.E.,
2 Union, and Ref. Prot. D.

mill,

;

1 The rocks at
Little Falls are chiefly hypersthene and gneiss,
OTerlaid by calciferous sandstone on the s. side of the river.
Falls Hill, s. of the village, is 518 feet above the canal, and Roll
Way Bluff, n. of the \-illage, is little less in height. In the immediate vicinity of the village are quarries of limestone, from
which are obtained lime and a good building material. Small
caves and pot holes are numerous among the rocks near the
river. The largest of the latter is 28 feet in diameter and 37 feet
deep. The break through the mountains at this place was one
of the most formidable barriers in the construction of the Erie
Canal. The n. part of the town is covered with Utica slate, and
the S. part by the Hudson River and CUnton groups.
2
Among these manufactories are 4 paper mills, turning out
$150,000 worth of paper annually ; 2 woolen factories, producing
about $250,000 worth of goods annually ; a stocking yarn mi^l,
producing goods to the amount of S30.000, and a starch factory,
using $30,000 worth of corn, annually. Besides these are 2
flouring mills, a cotton factory, 3 large shoe manufactories, and
an extensive caiTiage shop.
3 This town includes a
portion of the Glen Purchase of 1739 ;
Guv Johnson's Tract, granted in 1765 Vaughan's Patent, granted
in 1770; Fall Hill Patent, granted in 1752;" 6 lots of Butterfield's
Patent, granted in 1725, and small portions of several other
patents.
*
Among these early settlers were John Joost Temouth, Mary
Beerman, Nicholas Kesler, Johannes Pouradt, and Christian
Fox. John Petrie kept the first inn, before the Revolution. A
gristmill built on Casler Creek, in the n. part of the town, was
stockaded during the war.
:

6 In June, 1782, a party of tories and Indians invaded the
town, burned a gristmill on Furnace Creek, killed Daniel Petrie,
and carried away several prisoners.
8
Among the first settlers after the war were Wm. Alexander,
Richard Phillips, Thos. Smith, Joel Lankton, Richard Winsor,

Wm. Carr,
Moralee, Washington Britton, Alpheus Parkhurst, John Drummond, Eben Britton, and Josiah Skinner, all
of whom came in town between 1790 and 1800.
' These locks were
planned by Roswell Weston, an English
engineer, and built under the direction of Philip Schuyler. The
first locks, built of wood, were replaced by stone in 1804.
8
Bap., Ev. Luth., M. E., Af. Meth., Meth. Prot., Presb., Prot.
Episc, R. C, Univ., and Union.
* Named from
Manheim, in Baden, the native place of the
early settlers. The town embraces 6 lots of Glen's Purchase, a
part of the fourth allotment of the Royal Grant, the Patents of
John Van Driessen and of Snell and Zimmerman, a part of the
patents of Rev. Peter Van Driessen and of Vrooman, and several
minor tracts granted since the Revolution.
10 This stream was called
by the Indians Ci-oharna and Bag-

Wm.

—

o-ha-ra.
11 This is the
largest tannery in the co. It has a capital of
$250,000, consumes 5,000 cords of bark per annum, and manufactures sole leather exclusively.
12
Among the early settlers were families named SneU, Zimmerman, and Van Driessen. Snell was the patentee of a large
Seven of the name, including several of his sons, were
tract.
killed at the battle of Oriskany. John Beardsley built the first
The first school (German) was taught by
mill, in 1793.

Kaufman.
13 A blockhouse stood at this
place, and many of the inhabitants took refuge in it. Twelve of the prisoners were taken at
of Indians, without resistance.
number
one house by half the
The captives all returned after the war, except one who died
in Canada, and one that escaped. John G. Snell, while searching
for cattle in the woods, was surprised by the Indians and shot
through the body. Ho recovered, however, and lived to an
advanced age. The town was deserted after this by all but

tories.
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NEWPORT'—was

formed from Herkimer, Fairfield, Norway, aud Schuyler, April 7, 180G.
on the w. border of the co,, near the center. Its surface is broken by ridges of highlands,
which rise 400 to 500 ft. each side of the narrow intervale of West Canada Creek. This stream
White Creek flows s. through the e. part. The soil
flows s. E. through the town, near the center.
It is chiefly underlaid by limestone, which is
is a clayey loam, with some gravel on the hills.
near
the center, incorp. INIarch 20, 1857, contains
in
some
localities.
JVe'ivport, (p. v.,)
quarried
Settlement was commenced
3 churches, 1 bank, a gristmill, tannery,' and 671 inhabitants.
in 1791, by Christopher Hawkins, from R. I. ;' Rev. David Haskell (Bap.) held the first meetings,
It lies

in 1796.*

NORWAY*—was
Remsen (Oneida co.)

formed from Herkimer, April 10, 1792. Fairfield was taken off in 1790,
"
Union," and a part of Newport, in 1806, and Ohio in 1823.

in 1798, Russia, as

Mohawk. Its surface is elevated and rolling. It is drained
and loam and gravelly in the
by tributaries of West Canada Creek. The soil is sandy in the n. w.,
Limestone is quarried in several places and fossils have been found near Whi».e Creek.
E. and s.
There is a sulphur spring 1 mi. n. of the village. IVorivaj^, (p- v.,) near the center, contains
3 churches, a cheese box factory, and about 30 houses Graysville,^ (p. v.,) on the line of
WhipOhio, contains an extensive tannery and 30 houses.'' The first settlement was made by
in 1786 but it was soon abandoned.* The first religious
ple and Christopher Hawkins, from R, I.,
It lies in the interior of the co., n. of the

;

;

;

meetings were held by Rev.

Robertson, in 1792.'

OHIO'"—was

Its name was
formed from Norway, as "West Brunsicick," April 11, 1823.
part of Wilmurt was taken off in 1836. It lies in the interior, on the
Its surface is moderately hilly, with an elevation of 700 to 900 ft.
N. border of the settlements.
above the Mohawk. A range of high, steep hiUs extends through the n. part. It is drained by
West Canada and Black Creeks and their tributaries. The soil is a sandy loam, with some clay.
A large portion of the town is still a wilderness. Graysville, (p. v.,) on the line of Norway,
contains a tannery, and about 30 houses. Obio City, (Ohio p. o.,) in the w. part, contains
10 houses. A few scattering settlements were begun before the Revolution, but were broken up
during the war." Religious services were first held at Ohio City, in 1808.^'

changed

May

3,

1836.

RUSSIA"—^was
1808.

6,

Mohawk,

A part of
its

A

"

formed from Norway, as Union," April 7, 1806. Its name was changed April
Wilmurt was taken off in 1836. It lies on the w. border of the co., n. of the

n. part extending into the border of the great northern wilderness.

Its surface is

and moderately hilly, and on the w. descends abruptly to the valley of West Canada
Creek. The hills are 800 to 1,000 ft. above the Mohawk. West Canada and Black Creeks flow
w. through the n. w. part, the former forming a part of the w. boundary. On it are some extensive
lumber works." Trenton Falls, upon West Canada Creek, is on the w. border. The soil is sandy
rolling

1

Named from Newport,

of the early settlers.
2 A cotton
factory

R.

I.,

many The

the former residence of

3
Among the other early settlers were Benj. Bowen, John C.
Green, 1 srael Wakely, and Geo. Feneer, all from R. I. ; Dr. Westel
Willoughby, and Sherman Wooster, from Conn. Joseph Benseley, A. M. Daniels, Geo. Cook, and Wm. Whipple were also early
The first death was that of Silas Hawkins, in 1793.
settlers.
Abby Justine taught the first school, in 1795. Wm. Wakely
kept the first inn, in 1793, and Geo. Cook the first store, the
same year. Benj. Bowen built the first sawmill, in 1793, and
the first gristmill, in 1794. The first settlers derived title from
parties who had purchased from the courts of forfeiture.
* The census reports 7 churches in town;
Bap., M. E., Calv.
Meth., Presb., Union, Univ., and R.C.
5 Named from Norway, in Europe.
This town is included in
the second and third allotments of the Royal Grant.
6 Named from Lathan Gray, a resident of the
place.
7 La Dew's
tannery, established in 1853, with a capital of
$150,000, employs 75 men, and produces $150,000 worth of sole
leather annually. The works are driven by a steam engine of 50
horse power.
8 Jeremiah Potter and his son, Fisher Potter, came in with,
their families from R.I. in 1788. Their whole store of provisions
to carry them through the first winter was a crop of potatoes
and some salt. For meat they depended upon hunting. Thos.
Manly settled in 1789. John, Andrew, and Simeon Coe Capt.
Hinman. from Conn.; John and David Corp, N. Fanning, David
Unilfrhill. 5 families of Braytons, Angell, Lemuel, and Philip
Potter, Edward Henderson, Uri II. Cook, Henri Tillingliast,
AbijaU Tombling, and Westel Willoughby, were early settlers.
;

birth was that of a child of Gideon Brayton; and the
death, that of the wife of E. Hinman. The first school was

first

first

built in 1808, by Benj. Bowen. The
Herkimer Manufacturing Co. wag formed in 1814, with a capital
of §40,000. In 1844 V. S. Kinyon became proprietor by purchase, and at present gives employment to 80 persons, and turns
out $45,000 to $50,000 worth of sheetings annually.

was

taught by Jeanette Henderson, in 1793. Amos Coe kept the first
inn Thaddeus Scribner & Bro., the first store, in 1793 Capt.
Hinman built the first sawmill, in 1793; and Carpenter Cole
the first gristmill, the same year. Vale & Eddy built a fulling
Benton's Herlimer, p. 450.
mill, in 1793.
9 The census
reports 5 churches ; Bap., F. W. Bap., M. E., Presb.,
;

;

—

and Prot. E.
10

Named from

the State of Ohio.

This town includes the

and a small part of the Remsenburgh Patents.
settled on Lot 50 of the Jerseyfield Patent some
years before the Revolution. During the war, Mr. Mount was
attacked by Indians; his two sons were Icilled, and himself,
wife, and daughter fled to Little Falls, a distance of 20
miles. He did not see his wife and daughter after leaving his
house until they met at Little Y&Wa.—Bentcm's Bcrkimer, p.
455.
John Miller settled in 1789-90.
Warner, David
Thorp, Aaron Thorp, Harmanus Van Epps, and others, were
early settlers. David Thorp kept the fir.st inn, Ephraim Ash
Jerseyfield
11

Mount

the first store, in 1820.
Mount built the first mills, before
the war. They were burned at the time, or soon after, he was
driven off. The infamous Walter N. Butler was killed about 2
miles above the junction of Black and West Canada Creeks, on
or near the line between this town and Russia, Dec. 30, 1781.
12 The census
reports 3 churches in town; Evan. Luth., German Metb., and R. 0.
13 This town contains a
part of the third allotment of the
Royal Grant, portions of .Jerseyfield, Remsenburgh, and Maand
the
whole
of
chin's,
Lush's, Marvin's, and Jacob's Patents.
1*
Hinckley & Ballou have an extensive sawmill, planing mill,
blacksmith shop, trip hammer, and edge tool manufactory,
employ 100 men, and turn out work to the amount of $SO,QQO
annually.
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loam and day.

Russia,

Oravesville,

in
(p. v.,)

(p. v.,)

the

s.

in the

s.

w., a church

and 140 inhabitants;

part, contains 2 churches

and 20 houses

;

Polaud,

(p. v.,)

near the

s,

line,

a church and 179 inhabitants Cold Brook, (p. v.,) in the s. e., a saw set factory, cheese box
218 inhabitants Booth, (p. o.,) on Black Creek, a church, grist and saw
factory, gristmill, and
sawmills.
The first
Prospect is a hamlet, and contains
mill, tannery, and 10 houses.
settlement was commenced in 1792, by Stodard Squires, from Conn.^ The first religious meetings
(F. W. Bap.) were held by Rev. Benajah Corp.^
;

—

;

SALiISBURY* —was

March

3, 1797, and annexed
and extends n. into the
It is a broken and moungreat wilderness.
The principal streams are East Canada Creek, which
tainous upland in the n. and hilly in the s.
forms a part of the e. boundary, and Spruce Creek, which flows through the s. w. and s. parts.
The soil is a sandy and clayey loam. A bed of iron ore has been worked to some extent on Lot

from Montgomery

formed from Palatine, (Montgomery

co.,)

April 7, 1817. It lies on the e. border of the
Only about one-fourth of its surface is cultivated.

co.,

co.,

Salisbury Center, (p. v.,) in the s. part, contains
105, fourth allotment of the Royal Grant.
2 churches, a tannery, and 319 inhabitants; .Salisbury Corners, (Salisbury p. o.,) in the
Diamond llill, 25 houses Devereaux, 15 houses.
s. w., 2 churches and 30 houses
Wiiitesburg'll, (p. o.,) on the line of Fulton co., is a hamlet. Settlement was begun before
the Revolution, by tenants of Sir Wm. Johnson, who followed his lead during the war, and shared
*
his fate at the hands of the Commissioners of Forfeiture.* The census reports 4 churches in town
;

;

SCIIUTI.ER*—

was formed from Herkimer, April 10, 1792. Trenton was taken ofi" in 1797,
Deerfield (Oneida co.) in 1798, and a part of Newport in 1806.
part was annexed fr:>m Herkimer in 1808, and re-annexed to Herkimer in 1811. It lies on the w. border of the co., N. of the

A

Its surface is hilly. The Hasenclever Mts. extend through the center, attaining in this
town an elevation of 1,000 to 1,200 ft. above tide. A wide intervale extends along the Mohawk,
which forms the s. boundary. Its streams are tributaries of the Mohawk and generally flow
through narrow ravines. The flats bordering the river are annually overflowed. The soil upon
the hills is slaty and gravelly. East Schuyler, (p. v.,) in the s. e., contains 25 houses and
West Scliuyler, (p. v.,) in the s. w., a church and 25 houses. Settlement was commenced
previous to 1775, by several German families.'' There was a good carriage road in 1757, on the
bank of the river, from the crossing, where Utica now stands,* to the Palatine village, German
There are 2 churches in town M. E. and Meth. Prot.
Flats.

Mohawk.

;

;

STARK'—was

formed from Danube, March 18, 1828. It is the s. E. corner town of the co.
and broken, with a mean elevation of 500 feet above the Mohawk. The principal streams are Otsquago and Nowadaga Creeks. Otsquago Creek flows through a narrow valley,
bordered by steep banks 150 to 200 ft. high. The soil is generally a sandy loam in the valleys,
and sandy and gravelly on the hills. Starkville, (p. v.,) in thex. e. part, contains 2 churches,
a gristmill, and 190 inhabitants Tan Ilornesville, (p. v.,) in the s. part, 1 church, a cotton
Sniitlis Corners is a
factory, (now in operation,) a grist and saw mill, and 228 inhabitants.

Its surface is hilly

;

1 Jonathan
Smith, Farley Fuller, ran, purchasers under the Commissioners of Forfeiture, to reMillington, from Vt.,
Geo. Taylor. Roscum Slocum.
Austin & t-on, Wm. Buck, ceive from the treasury the part of the purchase money which
Jeremiah Smith, Jotham Carpenter,
Coon, and others, set- they had paid and convey back the lands.
* John J'aville and Cornelius Lamberson settled about
tled soon after ; and, in 1794, many others came in. The first mar1778,
riage wag that of Farley Fuller and Minerva Smith, in 17'J4 the near Burrells Corners Asa Sheldon and Abijah Ford about 1793.
a
that
of
son of
first death,
Allen, and the second, that of Abial Pratt, Stephen Todd, Jabez Ayers, Jonathan Cole. ^
Waite Robinson. The first school was taught by
More- Bidwell, Ira Bartholomew. Atwater Cook, Amos Ives, Moses
Low, Jonathan Hallet, and others, were early
house, at Graves Hollow, and another, about the same time, by De Witt,
Steuned. The first inn was kept by Jotham Carpenter, settlers. John Ford was the first child born Elizabeth Rice
the first store by
at
in
the
first
Graves
1797.
Swintburn,
school; Aaron Hackley kept the first inn and
Hollow,
taught
The first sawmill wag built in 1797, and the first gristmill by store, at Burrell's Corners.
5
same
the
A
2
cotton
M.
was
built
at
E.,
year.
Benj. Hinman,
Bap., and Union.
factory
6 This town contains the whole of Kast's Patent and parts of
Poland some years since.
2 The census reports 4 churches in
Manor
and Hasenclever's and Walton's Patents.
M.
town;
E., Presb., Cosby's
'
Union, and Univ.
Among the early settlers were families named Kast, Star
3 Named from Salisbury, Conn., whence
Lintz, and Eridenbeeker. Judge Henri
of
the
ring,
Widrig,
Rymour,
many
early
settlers came. This town includes part of the Jerseyfield Par Staring (who is said to have granted the celebrated Yankee
tent, and parts of the first, second, and fourth allotments of pass) formerly resided in this town. A store was kept on Cosby's
the Royal Grant. Several of the Indian children of Sir Wm. Manor in 1766.
8 In 17.57, M.De
Johnson had tracts of land assigned to them iu this part of the
Belletre, with a body of French and Indians,
Royal Grant,— viz. William. 1,000 acres; Brant. 1.000; Anne, traversed this road, and burned every house upon it within the
town. Bentnn's Htrkimf.r. p. 401.
3,000; Susan, 3,000; Mary. 2.000; George, 3.000; Margaret, 2,000
8 Named in honor of Gen. Stark, of the Revolution.
Of these children, the
Parts
and Elizabeth.
Magdalen.
last three were convicted of adhering to the enemy; but, no of Henderson's. L'Hommedieu's, A'aughan's. McNeil's, J. Vroorecord of conviction e.Kisting against the others, acts were man's, C. Colden's, Livingston's, and Lansing's Patents are in
passed by the Legislature, Feb. 26, 1796, and March 30, 1798, this to\ya.—Bcnto)i's Herkimer, p. 453.
•utliuriziag John Kobinson, George Pearson, and James Cocb;

—

;

——

;

:

—

;

.

,

1
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Small settlements were commenced before 1775, but were broken up during the Revolureports 4 churches in town."

hamlet.

The census

tion.^

WARRE]\'—was formed

from German

Columbia was taken

Flats, Feb. 5, 1790.

oflf

in 1812.

Its surface is hilly, the highest points being 5U0 to
It lies centrally on the s. border of the co.
800 feet above the Mohawk. The principal stream is Fish Creek, which flows s. through Richfield,

CO., into

Otsego

Schuyler Lake.

Mud

The

soil is

are small bodies of water.

s.,

springs in town.

Corners

Jordanville

(p. v.)

Lake, in the e., and Weavers and Youngs Lakes, in the
a sandy and clay loam. There are 2 small sulphur
contains 2 churches and 125 inhabitants
Paget}
;

a gristmill, sawmill, and 82 inhabitants; Little Lakes/ (Warren p. o.,) in
the s. part, 1 church and 117 inhabitants. Cralns Corners is a hamlet. Some settlements
were commenced before the Revolution, by Germans from the Upper Valley.* Elder Phineas
Ilolcomb was the first settled minister in town, about 1793.®
(p. v.)

"

WIliMrRT^—was

West Brunswick," (now Ohio,) May 3, 183G.
formed from Russia and
the largest town in the State, and is one of the least populous. It includes the whole n. part
of the CO., extending nearly 50 mi. in length, by about IG mi. in breadth, entirely within the wild

This

is

New York. Its surface is rocky and mountainous, and the greater
In the deep valleys among the mountains are numerous beautiful,
picturesque lakes, forming one of the finest features of the landscape.^ The soil is a sandy loam.
The hills are usually covered with a thin growth of forest trees but in the valleys only is found
primeval forests of Northern
is

part

unfit for cultivation.

;

The settlements are confined to the s. part. There is no p. c,
pasturage.
in town.
The lumber cut in this region is mostly floated down
village, store, church, or gristmill
West Canada Creek, and manufactured at Prospect in the town of Russia. An attempt was made
soil fit for profitable

by Arthur Noble, the patentee, and a sawmill was built at that time ;
was again tried in 1793, with no better success. Toward the close of
century, John Brown, a wealthy capitalist of Providence, R. I., who owned a large tract in

town

to settle the

but the project
the last

this town,

T.

in 1790,
It

failed.

made an attempt at settlement; but his project failed.
made another attempt to settle upon this tract. lie

In 1812 his son-in-law, Chas.
built a forge and sawmill, and
his supply of money from the e. being

Ilarrisofi",

cleared 2,000 acres ; but, the outlay bringing no return, and
cut ofiF, the project was abandoned, and the colonists returned to their respective homes.*

YFIHrFIELiD^"

—

was formed from Litchfield, Richfield, (Otsego co.,) and Plainfield, (Otsego
April 17, 1816. The bounds of the co. were enlarged upon the formation of this town. It
the s. w. corner town of the co. Its surface is moderately hilly, and forms the dividing upland

CO.,)
is

Mohawk and

Unadilla Valleys, the general elevation being about 500 feet above the
about 200 ft. higher. The e. branch of the Unadilla
Browns Hollow Creek, a branch of the Mohawk,
flows s. through a deep valley in the w. part.
rises on the n. border. Near East Winfield is a sulphur spring; and several limestone quarries are
found in difi'erent parts of the town. East Winfield (Winfield p. o.) contains 30 houses;

between the

Mohawk.

A range of

West Winfield

hills in the s. e. rises

(p. v.)

2 churches, the West Winfield Academy, a bank, 2 gristmills, 2 saw-

1 One of these settlements was on
Otsquago Creek, and
consisted of the families of John Shull, John Bronner,
Tetheily, and others. Another settlement was commenced at
The Kyle, so called. Benton's Herkimer, p. 463. The families
of Walwrath, Adam Young, and others, were early settlers.
Abraham Van Home, from N.J., settled in town in 1791, at
what is now Van Homesville. The first German school was
Garner, and the first English school by
taught by
Haight. Abraham Van Home built the first mills, soon after
his settlement, and his sous kept the first store.
*
Bap., Bap. and Luth., M. E., and Union.
8 Named from Gen. Joseph Warren, of the Revolution.
Tliis
town embraces the principal part of Henderson and Theobald
Patents.
Young's
* Called
by the Indians Wa-i-on-tha.
* Andrustown, in the n. part,
then containing 7 families,
was plundered and burned by Bi-ant in July, 1778. A part of the
Inhabitants were killed, and the remainder carried away captive.
Young's settlement at the Lakes was spared by the Indians on
account of the tory principles of the proprietor but the Ameri-

—

—

—

;

cans soon after pluudered and burned this place in retaliation.
In March, 1792, Samuel Cleland, from Mass., and his sons Norman,
Salmon, Jonas, Martin, and Moses, settled in town. Danforth
Abbott, Hugh Panell, Amos Allen, Elder Thincas Ilolcomb, Richard Schooley Hull, Thomas, James, and Garret Abeel, and
Thayer were early settlers. Stephen Luddington kept the first
Inn,

Outhout & Vrooman the

the

first gristmill,

in 179d.

first store,

and Isaac Freeman

built

6

The census reports 6 churches

;

4 M. E., Bap., and

Re£

Prot. D.

This immense town embraces parts of the Remsenburgh and
Vrooman's Patents, Adgate's, Brown's, Nobleborough, Moose
River, and Watson's Tracts, and Totten and Crossfield's Purchase. Brown's tract, held by L. R. Lyon and others, embraces
210,000 acres, and extends across the co. into Hamilton and
7

Lewis

COS.

8 Nos. 1 to 4 of the Fulton chain of lakes are sources of Moose
River; Transparent, Woodhull, Bisby, and Chub Lakes flow
into Black River. Several of these lakes are used as reservoirs for the canal.
Upon the shores are large quantities of
iron sand, derived from the abrasion of the rocks containing

iron ore.
« Harrisoflf continued
upon the land until Dec. 19, 1819, when,
disheartened by his immense losses and the utter ruin before
him, he committed suicide. It is said that the day before his
death he made preparations for going to Providence, and gave
particular orders for his men to go out the next morning after
he left and fill up a large hole that had been dug for ore. They
went out to perform their labor; but one of them went down to
see if any tools had been left, and at the bottom he found Harrisoff, who had secreted himself there, intending to be buried.
The next day he accomplished his object by a pistol shot.
ic Named Irom Gen. Winfield Scott.
This town comprised
within its limits parts of Bayard's, Lispenard's, and Schuyler'i
Patents.
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mills, a clover mill,

was commenced

and tannery. Pop. 381. IVortli fVinfield

in 1792.^

The census

ia

a

p. o.

The

first

settlement

reports 3 churches.'

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dicellimjs, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Domestic Manufactures, of Herkimer County.
Stock, Agricidtural Products, and

Names of Towns.

eTEFFERSON COUNTY.
This county was formed from Oneida, March 28, 1805, and
in honor of Thomas Jefferson.
Its bounds have been
changed by setting off a portion of Hodman to Lewis co. in 1808.
and by annexing a portion of Lewis co. to AVilna in 1813. It lies
in the angle formed by the St. Lawrence River and Lake Ontario,
is distant 145 mi. from Albany, and contains 1868 sq. mi.
The
s. w.
part is marshy, but at a short distance from the lake the land

named

rises

in gentle undulations, and, farther inland,

ter-

by abrupt

A

races, to the highest point, in the town of Worth.
plateau, about
1000 feet above the lake, spreads out from the summit, and

extends into Oswego and Lewis cos. An ancient lake beach, 390
above the present level of the lake, may be traced through
Ellisburgh, Adams, Watertown, and Rutland. North of the Black River the surface is generally
in the extreme n. e. comer it is broken by low ridges parallel to the
flat or slightly undulating
feet

:

With

the exception of a few isolated hills, no part of this region is as high as the
ancient lake ridge mentioned above.^
The rocks of the co. belong to the primary formation and the lower strata of the N. Y. system.
St.

Lawrence.

the underlying rock of the e. border in Wilna and Antwerp, of the Thousand Islands
at Alexandria Bay, and of two strips of land extending from the e. border, one
Next above this is a thick deposit
toward Theresa Falls, and the other toward Evans Mills.
of Potsdam sandstone, extending through Wilna, Antwerp, Philadelphia, Theresa, Alexandria,

Gneiss

is

and the shore

Orleans, and Clayton, the margin of which may be traced along its entire extent by a low mural
The soil upon this rock is thin, and principally derived from drift deposits. The
rock itself is almost indestructible, and preserves diluvial scratches and marks with great distinctprecipice.

Above this is a thin deposit of calciferous sandstone, extending through parts of Cape
The soil upon this rock is deeper than that
Vincent, Lyme, Clayton, Orleans, and Le Ray.
The Black River
upon the Potsdam sandstone, and is derived principally from disintegration.
ness.

this, and forms the surface rock in most of the remaining parts of the co. n.
of the river, and in a part of Champion and Rutland, s. Above this is the Trenton limestone,
appearing on the lake shore at Cape Vincent and extending in a s. e. direction through Lyme,

limestone overlies

This rock is of great thickness, and it forms
Brovraville, Watertown, Rutland, and Champion.
the principal declivities of the plateau in the s. part of the co. About midway in this strata is
found the ancient lake ridge before noticed. The caves near Watertovra are in the lower strata
of this rock.

Next above come the Utica

slate

and Lorraine

shales,

forming the summit of the

"
irregular table land which covers the s.
peak" of Champion, the s. border of Rutland, the
of
a
corner
of
Rodman,
Adams, the e. part of Ellisburgh, and the whole of Lorraine
greater part
and Worth. These shales are easily decomposed, and produce a deep, rich soil. Along the streams

worn deep and often highly picturesque ravines,
The rounded outline
soft and yielding strata.
of the limestone, and the sharp, wall like margins of the sand-

that flow from this formation the water has

sometimes miles in length, and almost through the
of the slate

hills,

the abrupt terraces

stone, afford characteristic features to the country underlaid by these several formations.
deposits uniformly occur where the streams from the slate flow out upon the limestone ;

Alluvial

and

drift

The most remarkable of these is the
Wilna and Le Ray. The lake shore in
Ellisburgh consists of drifting sand, behind which are marshes. From Stony Point to Cape
Vincent the shore is bordered by the level edges of the Trenton limestone but farther dovm the
deposits are scattered promiscuously over the whole co.
*'
Pine Plains," a sand barren several miles in extent in

;

presents that alternation of rounded ridges of rocks, intervales, and marshes peculiar
The highest point in Worth is about 1200 feet above the lake. The
to the primary formation.

river

it

streams are Black,'^ Indian, and Perch Rivers, the two Sandy Creeks,' Stony, Catfish, Kent,
French, Pleasant, and Black Creeks, and their tributaries. Hungry Bay* (including Henderson,
1 An isolated hill in Pamelia formerly bore a crop of red
cedar; and, as thia timber is now only found upon the islands in
the lake, it is supposed that the hill was an island at a time
when at least three fourths of the county was covered by water.

*

Indian

« Called
* Called

name

Ka-hn-ah'-go, great or wide river.

by the Indians Te-ka'-da-o-ga'-he, sloping banks.
"
by the French La Famine."
361
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Black River, and Chaumont Bays) has a coastline of great length; and the Thousand Islands
present many attractions from their romantic scenery and historical associations. Several small
one in Rutland, two in Henlakes, filling deep gorges, in Antvrerp, Theresa and Alexandria,
derson, Perch Lake in Pamelia and Orleans, and Pleasant Lake in Champion, constitute the other
waters of the co. Iron ore abounds in Antwerp. Traces of lead and copper are found in the
primary region limestone, capable of a great variety of uses, water limestone and barytes are
The Black River enters the co. at Carthage, where commence a series of casalso abundant.
cades and rapids which continue almost to the lake, with a total fall of 480 feet. Indian River
affords water power at half a dozen places, and most of the streams s. of Black River are available
for the same purpose.
The flat country along the St. Lawrence at times is affected by drouth, which is never felt on
the uplands while the latter are somewhat noted for the great depth of their snows. The mirage
has been frequently seen on the lake, bringing into view places beyond the horizon. One form
of this refraction, in which a line of clear sky appears along the shore, is almost a constant
attendant upon clear, pleasant days in summer. Waterspouts, attended with dark clouds and a
roaring noise, have been seen upon the lake and its bays. In the primary regions the intervales
are remarkably fertile, while the ridges are often naked rock. The soil over a part of the sandThe limestone and
stone is too thin for cultivation, but the barren region is comparatively limited.
elate districts are exceedingly fertile, and particularly adapted to dairying and the raising of
spring grains. Of these, barley, within a few years, has become the most important. Winter
wheat is raised less than formerly oats, corn, rye, and peas are staple products. For many years
manufactures have received much attention and employed a large amount of capital.
They
consist of iron from the ore, castings, machinery, cotton and woolen fabrics, paper, leather, and
flour, and have been chiefly carried on along the line of the Black River, and in Antwerp,
Theresa, Philadelphia, Adams, and EUisburgh. Rafting, shipbuilding, and lake commerce form
prominent pursuits at several points along the St. Lawrence.
Upon the erection of the co., in 1805, Watertown was selected for the co. seat.' A combined courthouse and jail was erected in 1807 and burned in 1821. Soon after, separate buildIn 1816 a fireproof clerk's office was built,
ings, of stone, were erected, which are still in use.
and occupied until 1831, when the present one was erected. The jail having become unfit for use,

—

;

;

;

and having been officially complained
its immediate improvement.'^

of,

ordering

a writ was issued, Dec. 1, 1848, by the Supreme Court,
to the erection of an additional building, with ex-

This led

The first poorhouse was
for both the security and convenience of prisoners.
Dudley Farm, in Le Ray, about 5 mi. n. of Watertown, in 1825 and it was used
1833, when the present spacious buildings were erected in Pamelia, 1 mi. below Watertown.

cellent

arrangements

erected on the
rntil

;

In 1852 a special act was passed for the supervision of the poor in this co.
The first newspaper in the co., called the " American Eagle," was established at Watertown,
in 1814, by Henry Coffeen.
Its name was soon after changed to the ''American Advocate."'
1 The commissioners
appointed for the selection of the co. seat
by the Gov. and Council were Matthew Dorr, David Kodgers,
and John Van Benthuysen. The first court and the first board
of supervisors met at a schoolhouse on the site of the present
Univ. Church. The first co. officers were Augustus Sacket,
First Judge; Joshua Bealls and Perley Keyes, Judges; Thomas
White, Lyman Ellis, Wm. Hunter, and Ethni Evans, AiHstanl
Justices; Henry Coffeen, Clerk; Abel Sherman, Sheriff; Benj.
Skinner, Surrogate and Treasurer; and Hart Massey, Ambrose
Pease, and Fairchild Hubbard, Coroners. At the time of its
erection most of the taxes of the co. were paid by non-

residents.
2 In 1807 the jail liberties were first established, which were
so extraordinary as to demand a passing notice. " They covered
a small space around the courthouse and part of the public
square, and included most of the houses of the village ; while
between these localities, along the sides of the roads, and sometimes in the center, were paths, from 4 to 8 feet wide, with occasional crossings bo that, by carefully observing his route,
turning right angles, and keeping himself in the strict ranges
which the court had established, a prisoner might visit nearly
every building in the village; but if the route was, by any accident, obstructed, by a pile of lumber, a pool of mud, or a
loaded wagon, he must pass over, through, or under, or else
expose himself to the peril of losing this precarious freedom,
by close imprisonment, and subjecting his bail to prosecution
for the violation of his tTUSt."—Hoiigh's Hist, of Jeff. Co., p. 31.
8 The Jefferson and Lewis Gazette vfa.a started at Watertown in
1817 by D. Abbey & J. H. Lord, Jr^ and continued until
1819.
;

The Independent Republican, commenced in 1819 by

was continued

until 1826.

S.

A. Abbey,

The Herald of

Salvation, semi-mo., (Univ.)

was commenced

in

1S22 ijy Rev. Pitt Morse, and continued 2 years.
The Watertoivn Freeman was established in 1824, and continued
until 1833, and was then changed to
The Democratic Standard. In July. 1835, it was united with the
Watertown Eagle, and became
The EagU and Standard.
Thursday's Post was commenced in 1826 by Theron Parsons &
Co.. and in 1828 sold to Henry L. Harvey, who changed
it

to

It was afterward united with the Genius of Philanthropy, and in 1830 it l)ecame the
Watertown Register and General Advertiser. In 1831 it passed
into the hands of B. Cory, and in 1835 it was changed
to the
North American. It was published by J. Huxton a short time,
and afterward by H. S. Noble, by whom in 1839 it was
issued as
The Watertown Register. In 1843 Joel Green became proprietor,

The

Register.

and changed it to
The Black River Journal^ and continued it until 1846.
The Genius of Philanthropy was started in 1828 by Henry L.
Harvey, and was afterward united with The Register.
The Cknsor was started at Adams in 1828, by Theron Parsons,
and was goon after removed to Watertown. In 1830,
Enoch E. Camp became its proprietor, and changed it to
Tlie Anti-Masrmic Sun. Shortly after. Dr. R.Goodale, becoming
proprietor, changed it to
The Qmstellation, and continued it until 1832, when it passed
into the hands of Abner Morton, who published
it

as

T?ie Jefferson Reporter until 1834.

It

was then discontinued.
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embraced in the Macomb purchase* of 1791, except the islands in the lake and river,
a small reservation at Tibbits Point near Cape Vincent, and a tract 10 mi. square, with one corner
extending to the St, Lawrence at French Creek, reserved by the Oneida Indians in the treaty of
1788 for Peter Penet, and called "Penet Square." That part n. of a line running e. from
Chaumont Bay, in the line of the s. bounds of Diana, was known as Great Tract No. IV., and
was sold to the "Antwerp Company," of Holland. Gouverneur Morris became the first agent,
and afterward Jas. D. Le Ray de Chaumont became extensively interested in the title, and under
him much of it was settled. The land between No. IV. and Black River (210,000 acres) was
purchased by Peter Chassanis, of Paris, for a company of capitalists a romantic scheme of colonization was formed, and settlement begun at its southern point, near the High Falls, in Lewis co.
few years after, the emigrants returned to France. Ellisburgh was mostly purchased by Marvel
A tract known as the
Ellis, of Troy, in March, 1797, but it afterward reverted to Constable.
"Eleven Towns" was purchased in 1795 by Nicholas Low, Wm. Henderson, Richard Harrison,
and Josiah Ogden Hoffman it was divided by them and sold by their agents. Penets Square was
mostly settled by squatters, with whom the owners afterward had much difficulty. With the
exception of Carlton Island, the first settlement in the co. was made in Ellisburgh, in 1797, and
within 10 years nearly the whole of this town and of the "Eleven Towns" was taken up by actual
Settlement commenced under Lc Ray in Wilna, Antwerp, Le Ray, and Philadelphia,
settlers.
about 1806, and in the n. part of the co., along the St. Lawrence, after the war of 1812-15. But
Thia

CO. is all

;

A

:

a small part is now owned by the original purchasers or their heirs, much the greater portion
having long been owned in fee by actual settlers.''
The embargo and non-intercourse laws were quite unpopular along the n. frontier, and met

with open hostility or secret evasion in many cases. The declaration of war filled the co. with
alarm, and some families hastily prepared to leave. Ft. Carlton,^ within the American boundary, had been held until this time by the British, and was immediately captured by a small

A

volunteer party and the buildings burned.
regiment of drafted militia, under Col. C. P. Belfleet of 5 sail of the
was stationed at Sackets Harbor in May.
enemy was repulsed from

A

linger,

that place July 19, with loss.

On

the 30th Capt. Forsyth

The Independent RepvhUcan and Anti Masonic Recorder was
Thi

published at Watertown, from 1828 until 1830.
was published during the summer and

Voice of Jefferson
fall of 1828.

The

was

Sacfcets

M.

stationed there with a fine

company

Harbor Journal was established in Oct. 1838, by E.
and continued until 1851.
E. M. Luff during the cam-

Luff,

The Harrisonian was published by
paign of 1840.

The Watertown Eagle was commenced

in Sept. 1832,

by

J. Cal-

In 1833 Alvin Hunt became associate editor;
and in 1835 it was united with the Democratic Standard,

houn.

The Sackets Harbor Observer was founded in March, 1848, by
0. H. Harris. In 1852 it was changed to
The Jefferson Farmer, and continued 2 or 3 years.
The Carthaginian was started at Carthage in Dec. 1839, and in

and issued as
1843 it was changed to
The Eagle and Standard. In 1837 it was changed to
The Black River Times. It was discontinued soon after.
The Jeffersonian, and afterward to
T?ie Watertown Jeffersonian, and continued until 1855, when it The People's Prrss was commenced in 1847 by M. F. Wilson.
was united with the Democratic Union, and appeared as The Carthage Standard was commenced in Jan. 1858, by W.
R. Merrill. It was discontinued in 18.59.
The Jefferson County Union. By this title it is
The Jefferso7i County Democrat was established at Adams in
now published by E. J. Clarli & Co.
The Veto was published during the campaign of 1832.
June, 1S44, Ijy J. C. Hatch. In 1847 it passed iuto the
hands of E. J. Clark. It is now publislied, as
The Spirit of Seventy Six was published a few months in 1834.
The Patriot and Democrat was published during the campaign The Jefferson County News, by J. Eddy.
of 1838.
The Theresa Chronicle was stiirted Jan. 14, 1848, by E C. Burt,at Theresa, and continued about 6 months.
The Aurora was published by Alvin Hunt during the campaign
Lie Phare des Lacs (the Beacon of the Lakes) was tomof 1840.
UR-nced at Watertown. in May, 1859, by Petit & Graudpre..
The Daily Journal was started In 1843, by Joel Greene. It was
The Cape Vincent Gazette was commeuctd in 1858
soon after changed to
The Watertown Journal, tri-w., and continued until 1846.
by 1*. A. Leach.
1 Alexander Macomb, Daniel
The Democratic Union was started in 1846, by T. Andrews, and
McCormick, and Wm. Constable,
continued until 1855, when it was united with The of New York, were the parties owning this purchase. The first;
two failed, and Constable became chief agent and party to the
Jeffersonian.
The Northern State. Journal was started in August, 1846, by sales that were subsequently made. Hough's Hist. St. Law. Co.
2 The
Ambrose W. Clark. It was afterward changed to
present names of these towns are in most cases dilTcreut
Yorlt Journal^ and is now from those applied by the landholders. Their names, numbers,
TUe Novtliern
and owners under the allotment of 1790 are as follows. Harrison
published by A.W. Clark.
The Watertown Spectator was established in Jan. 1847, by Joel and Hoffman held tlieir interests in common several years lati>r.
Greene, and continued until 1849.
Present Names.
Owners
Yorlt Reformer was commenced in Aug. No.
Tbe
Hounsfield.
Har. & Huff.
1850, by Ingalls, Burdicli & Co., and is now published
Watertown.
Low.
by Ingalls & Haddock.
Rutland.
Henderson.
The Daily Ne^vs was commenced in March, 1859.
Har. & Ifoff.
Champion.
The Dail;/ Jeffersonian was published about 1 year, in 1851.
& Iloff.
Denmark.
Har.
were
issued
a
Student
time.
The
short
All
of
and
The Monitor
Henderson.
Henderson.
the above were published at Watertown.
Adams.
Low.
and
the
first
Harbor
Gazette
Sackets
Advertiser,
The
paper pubRodman.
Har. & Hoff.
lished at Sackets Harbor, was commenced in March,
Henderson.
Pinckney.
1817, by Geo. Camp. In Feb. 1821, it was changed to
& Hoff.
Har.
Harrisburgh.
The Jefferson Republican, and was continued about a year.
Low.
Lowville.
T!ui Farmers Advocate was started in 1824, by Truman W. HasThe several tracts were appraised by Benj. Wright, of Rome,
call, and continued until 1828.
Tht fotiricr. afterward called
the surveyor, and their value equalized from a part of Worth.
' On Carlton or Buck Island.
The Sachets Harbor Omrier, was published by J. Howe.
It was built by the French,
The Jefferson County Whig was published in 1837, by E. H. and during the Revolution was an important rendezvous foP

—

New

New

scalping parties of tories ar.d Indians.

Puidy.
23
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of riflemen, and, Sept. 20, made a descent upon Gananoqui, Canada, and destroyed a large quantity
of provisions. The details of the operations upon the n. frontier belong to general history.
Sackets Harbor became the principal seat of military and naval preparations, and from this post
were fitted out the armaments that captured Little York and Ft. George, and the disgraceful expedition,

under Gen. Wilkinson, that descended the

St.

Lawrence

late in the fall of 1813.^

Large

bodies of troops were stationed here during most of the war and a fleet of frigates of the largest
The
class was fitted out at this point, to cope with one, equally formidable, built at Kingston.
enemy were repulsed in an attack upon Sackets Harbor, May 29, 1813, and were subsequently
;

defeated at Cranberry Creek

and Sandy Creek and in

several

minor engagements.

After the war

the costly navy was left to rot, or was sold for commercial purposes and, in accordance with the
provisions of the convention of April, 1817, but one armed vessel was left afloat upon the lake.
considerable body of regular
Extensive barracks were built in 1816-19 at Sackets Harbor.
;

A

troops was stationed here until withdrawn for service in the Indian wars of the Northwest and
"
of Florida. In the abortive scheme known as the Patriot "War," in 1837-40, this co. became the

scene of intense excitement, and the seat of

many

grave as well as ludicrous events.

"Hunter

Lodges" were formed in every village to promote the Patriot cause, and large sums raised for the same
purpose found their way into the pockets of the leaders, most of whom evinced a cowardice as little
creditable to their honor as was their financial management to their honesty.
The earliest market of this co. was down the St. Lawrence, which has ever been the route of the
lumber trade. Several State roads were built through the co. before the war, and a military road
was laid out and partly worked from Sackets Harbor to Plattsburgh, Soon after the introduction
of canals and railroads many projects of internal improvement were formed, and surveys were
made in this co., without result. The AVatertown and Rome R. R. extends from Cape Vincent s.
through Lyme, Brownville, Pamelia, Watertown, Adams, and Ellisburgh, connecting with the
N. Y. Central at Rome. The Sackets Harbor and Ellisburgh R. R., a branch of the preceding,
extends from Sackets Harbor through Henderson to Pierrepont Manor. The Potsdam and Watertown R. R. extends n. e. from Watertown through Pamelia, Le Ray, Philadelphia, and Antwerp,
forming a connection with the Ogdensburgh R. R. at Potsdam. In 1848-51 about 170 mi. of plank
road were built within the co., by over 20 companies; but most of the lines have been surrendered
Steam navigation commenced upon Lake Ontario in
to the to^vns in which the roads were laid.
1816, and commodious lines have since been run, touching at Sackets Harbor, Cape Vincent,
Clayton, and Alexandria Bay, within this co.
The following

1

is

a chronolopical

list

of the principal events

which took place at Sackets llarbor and vicinity during the

var

—

:

1812,

May.

—The

"
" June
"
July
"
"

"

"
"

"

"
"

July

14,

Lord Nelson, a British schooner, wa-s taken,
and condemned, for violating the revenue laws.
Her name was changed to " Scourge."
Col. C. P. Bellinger was stationed here with a
regiment of militia.
Schooner Ontario taken, and discharged.
attacked by 5 vessels of the enemy. No
injury done to the Americans, and the British
retired with loss.
Capt. Benj. Forsyth arrived with the first regular

19, Tillage

30,

troops.

Schooner Julia sailed for Ogdensburgh, and encountered 2 hostile vessels at Momstown.
Aug. 20, Col. Bellinger's regiment were disbanded before
they were paid.
Sept. 20, Capt. Forsyth started upon an expedition against
Gananoqui.
Sept. 21, Gen. Dodge arrived, and ordered Gen. Brown to
proceed to Ogdensburgh.
Commodore Chauncey.and Gov. Tompkins arOct.
rived, the former ha\ing been appointed commander of the naval forces on the lake.

July

31,

Oct. 12, Capt. Forsj-th's

company and others were sent to

Ogdensburgh.

Nov .8-14, Com. Chauncey

cruised upon the lake before
Kingston, and took several vessels.
^hif Madison was launched 45 days after commencement. Fort Tompkins and barracks were completed about the same time.
1813,March.—Gen. Dearborn arrived and took command.
"
April 7, Brig Jefferson launched.
" 10, Brig Jones launched.
•'
"
"
19, The Orowler sailed to reconnoiter.
"
"
22, Gen. Pike's forces embarked for Little York.
"
"
25, Expedition saile<l.
"
13, Expedition returned laden with spoils.
May
"
"
22, Com. Chauncey sailed with the fleet for Niagara.
"
"
29, Sackets Harbor attacked by the enemy, who
were repulsed with the loss of 150 men. The
Americans lost a large quaotity of military

" Nov.

26,

1813
a
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ADAMS^ —

^was formed from Mexico, April 1, 1802, and named in honor of John Adams, ExPresident.
Rodman was taken ofif in 1804. It is an interior town, lying s. w. of the center of the co.
Its surface is rolling, and generally inclined toward the lake, and, with the exception of its s. E.

Several remarkable upheavals of this formation occur
is underlaid by Trenton limestone.
along its N. and w. borders, and a bold terrace extends into Watertown and Rutland. It is well
watered by the N. Sandy and Stony Creeks. The soil is a clayey loam, with occasional sand and
It is very
gravel, especially along the ancient lake ridge, which may be traced through this town.
Manufactures are carproductive, and equally adapted to dairying and the cultivation of grains.
border,

ried on to

on North Sandy Creek and the W. & R. R. R., conand several small manufactories. Pop. 1,208.''
about 250 inhabitants. Appling^
(p. v.) and Smitltville (p. v.) have each
The town was mostly settled under Isaac W. Bostwick,
(p. o.) are hamlets.

some extent.

Adams,

(p. v.,) situated

tains 4 churches, a bank, a seminary, printing

office,

Adams Center
and IVortli Adams

agent of Nicholas Low, the proprietor.* The first sermon was preached in 1802, by Rev. Mr. Woodward, a missionary.* A private academy now called the Philharmonic Institute has been taught
The remains of several ancient fortifications are found in town.
at Adams Village for many years.

—

—

—

AliEXAJVDRIA was formed from Brownville and Le Ray, April 3, 1821, and named from
Alexander Le Ray, a son of the proprietor. Theresa was taken off in 1841. It lies on the St.
Lawrence, in the n. extremity of the co., and embraces the e. part of Wells Island and a conThe surface underlaid by gneiss is rough and rocky,
siderable portion of the Thousand Islands.
but that portion underlaid by sandstone is level, with a thin, clayey and sandy soil. A vein of lead
has been discovered n6ar Redwood, and examined to the depth of 40 feet. Alexandria Bay®
(Alexandria p. o.) contains 24 houses, Plessis^ (P- v.) 32, and Red'««'OOd^ (p. v.) 429 inhabitants.
Settlement commenced in 1811, under Le Ray. An engagement took place within the
limits of this town during the war of 1812.' An elegant Ref. Prot. D. church was erected at Alexandria Bay in 1848-5 1.'"

AIVTWERP —was

formed from Le Ray, April 5, 1810, and named from the Antwerp Comextreme e. town in the co. The n. and e. portions are broken by low rocky
The soil in the valleys is a clayey loam,
ridges parallel to the river. The s. w. part is more level.
and is very fertile.'^ The ridges are made up of masses of gneiss,'^ white crystalline limestone,'*
It is the

pany.''

and sandstone.'* Between the gneiss and sandstone in this town are several of the richest iron
mines in the State. The " Sterling Mine'"® lies about 3 mi. n. of Antwerp Village another,
a third, known as the " Keene Mine,"" on the borders of St. Lawrence
of less extent, 1 mi. n.
"
Parish Mine,"'* immediately adjacent. In the same range are
CO.; and a fourth, known as the
found the mines of Rossie and Gouverneur, which have furnished most of the ore used at the
furnaces in this region.
Bog iron ore is found near Ox Bow.'^ One or two sulphur springs are
found in town. Ant\^erp, (p. v.,) on the P. and W. R. R., was incorp. July, 1853. It contains
;

;

Aleppo, or No. 7 of the Eleven Towns.
This village was first settled by David Smith, about 1800, and
"
many years it was known as Smiths Mills." lucorp. Nov.
11.1851.
8 Named from
M^. Daniel Appling, the hero of the battle of
Sandy Creek.
* The first settlers came on for
permanent residence in 1800;
among them were Nicholas and Alexander Salisbury, Solomon
Smith, Daniel Comstock. Daniel Smith, Abram Kipley, Jonathan
Cable, Stephen Shippey, and Enon D'Estaing. The first inn was
kept by Abel Hart, and the first store by Jesse Hale. Daniel
Smith erected the first grist and saw mills in 1801-02, the former
superseding the stump mortars of the first season. The first
birth was that of Edmund Salisbury; the first marriage, that
of Daniel Ellis to Mrs. A. Salisbury, widow of Alexander Salisbury, in 1802; and the first death, that of Alexander Salisbury,
drowned in 1801. Schools were first taught in 18U3.
5 Kev. Chas. G.
Finney, Pres. of Oberlin College, was a law student in this town. The census reports 9 churches ; 3 Bap., 2
Seventh Day Bap., 2 Cong., M. E., and Prot. E.
* This
place was surveyed and laid out as a village for Le Bay
in 1818. A custom house was established here in 1828. Sunken
1

2

for

Kock Lighthouse was built in 1847. It is an important wooding
station for steamers, and within a few years h.t3 become a favorite resort for fishing and excursion parties among the Thousand Islands.
"
' Named from a town in France.
Formerly called Flat Unci,;"
from the naked sandstone in the vicinity. A grist mill was built
liere in 1K17

murdered
*

A

John
glass,

fcjr I>e

Kay.

Wm.

Merrill, the first innkeeper,

was

in 1826.

glass factory was established at this place in 1833, by
Foster.
It is devoted to the manufacture of cylinder
is now carried on by a joint stock company known

S.

and

Redwood Manufac. Co. A stream a few rods in length,
flowing from Mud to Butterfield Lake, has here a fall of 94 feet,
and furnishes water power to a grist and saw mill.
9 The
"Neptune" and "Fox," two small American armed
vessels, captured a brigade of bateaux belonging to the enemy,
July 20, 1813, and took their prizes into Cranberry Creek, in
this town.
They were pursued, and a sharp skirmish ensued,
resulting in the retreat of the British with considerable loss.
10 This church was built
through the agency of liev. G. W.
Bethune, of Brooklyn, and is called ' The Church of the Thouas the

sand Isles." A parsonage was built in 1852.
The sites for
both edifices were given by Francis Depau. The census reports
6 churches; 2 Prot. E., Bap., M. E., Presb.. and R.C.
11 This land
company, formed in Holland, bought Great Tract
No. IV., within which this town is situated. Por particulars seu
Hough's Hist. Jeff. Co., p. 58-61.
12
According to the last census, this town produces more butter
than any other town in the co. and, with one exception, it
has the greatest number of cows of any town in the State.
1' From 1805 to 1828 about 100
pairs of millstones were manufactured from this rock in this town.
1* This limestone is
especially valuable for lime and as a flux
;

for iron ore.
15
is

This sandstone furnishes an excellent building material, auu
used for the lining of furnaces.
Discovered by Ilopestill Foster; owned and worked by Jas.

16

Sterling.
1'

On the farm of Hiram
Owned by Geo. Parish,

B. Keene, and owned by a company .
of Ogdensburgh.
This ore is of the red specular variety. The region in whicb
it is found is
richest in the country for spt'cimens of
of
the
oi^e
rare minerals.
18

19
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and 3 churches.

The Antwerp Liberal

Institute^

Oswegatchie Eiver.
on the

Pop. 240.

Comers,

line

of

St.

Lawrence

Ox Boiv-

Pop. 621.

(p. v.) is situated

on the

mi, above Antwerp, and Spragues
are hamlets.
The first improvements were

Sterlin^burgli,^
co.,

1

in 1803, at the Ox Bow, under the direction of Lewis R. Morris, the original proprietor.*
In 1808, Morris sold 29,033 acres to George and David Parish, under whose agents the greater
were made.
party of militia was stationed here in 1808, to enforce the
part of the settlements

made

A

embargo, and a blockhouse was built at the village in 1812.

The

first

church was

built,

in

1816, by Parish.5

BROW]WIL<IjE —was formed from Leyden,
Brown,

founder.

its

Le Ray was taken

ofi"

and a part of Alexandria, in 1821.

April

in 1806

;

1,

1802, and was named from Gen. Jacob
in 1818; Pamelia, in 1819; and

Lyme,

on the n. side of Black River and
soil is a sandy and clayey loam.
Sulphate of barytes is found on Pillar Point, and the vein has been worked to some extent for
lithic paint.
Upon the w. bank of Perch River, a few rods below Limerick, is a cave extending
150 yards into the bank and 30 feet below the surface.
Manufactures receive considerable
attention.
nville, (p. v.,) on Black River, 4 mi. below "VYatertown, was incorp. April 5,
1828. It has a valuable water power, and contains 3 churches, a cotton factory, and several
founderies and machine shops. Pop. 621. Dexter* (p. v.) is situated at the head of navigation
on Black River. It is the seat of an extensive woolen factory built in 1836.''
Pop. 429.
liimericli. (p. o.) and MoffatTllle, (Perch River p. o.) contain a dozen houses each. Pillar
Point (p. 0.) is situated across the bay from Sackets Harbor. Pop. 50. Gen. Jacob Brown
began the settlement of the town in 1799, as proprietor and agent.^ During the war Brownville
village became the seat of a hospital; and on different occasions large bodies of troops were
posted in the vicinity. For several years it was the residence and headquarters of Maj. Gen. BrowTi,
Orleans,

Black River Bay.

It is situated

Its surface is level or gently undulating.

The

Brow

commander

in chief of the N. department,

and afterward of

Col.

Edward Kirby,'

his son-in-law.

There are 10 churches in town.^°

—

CAPE

VIiVCEUfT ^was formed from Lyme, April 10, 1849, and named from Vincent Le Ray,
son of the proj^rietor. It is the n. w. comer town of the co., and embraces Carlton,Grenadier, and Fox
Islands in the St. Lawrence. The surface is level, or slightly undulating, and the soil is a clayey loam.
Kent Creek

is the principal stream.
There are 2 or 3 sulphur springs in town. Considerable
paid to ship building. Cape Vincent," (p-v.,) the terminus of the W. and R.
R. R., near the head of the St. Lawrence River, is a thriving coromercial village. Pop. 1026.
Saint Ea'^vrence and Milieus
are p. offices and hamlets.
The first settlement in the
town and co. was made upon Carlton Island,^^ at about the time of the Revolution.
regular forti-

attention

is

Bay

A

known

"Fort Carlton,"^^ was erected upon the island, and a tract of 30 acres was cleared
and cultivated, and long known as the "Kings Garden." The first settlement upon the mainland was commenced in 1801 at Port Putnam, 2 mi. below Cape Vincent, by Capt. Abijah Putnam."
Count Real, Chief of Police under Napoleon, and other French families of note, resided in this town
for some time.
A custom house was established in 1819. Upon the shores of Grenadier Island,^*

fication,

1

as

This institution

is not yet fully organized.
derived fiom a remarkable bend in the Oswegatchie River, upon which the village is situated. The village -was

2 Tliis

settled
a

name

is

by Scotch emigrants.

Sterlingburgh, 1 mi. above Antwerp Village,

Evans was hung near Watertown for murder committed in this
town, the only execution by civil authority that ever took

—

place in the co.
B Col.

is

the seat of

an iron furnace built by Jas. Sterling in 1846. A forge was built
here for David Parish in 1817.
* The first settler was Wm. Lee. Mills were built at
Antwerp
Village in 1806-07, for Morris, by John Jennison. The first
BChool was taught in the Foster Settlement, by Benj. Cook.
6 This church was the second in the
co., and for many years
was used by all the denominations in town. It is now in possession of the R. C. There are in town 8 churches
2 Bap.,
M. E., Wes. Meth., Presb., Asso. Ref. Presb., B.C., ¥nion.
6 Named from S. Newton
Dexter, of Whitesboro', one of the
" Fisti
Island." During
proprietors. It was formerly known as
the war the mills at this place furnished lumber for the
Harbor.
at
Sackets
The
works
steamer "Brownville,"
puDlic
built in 1827, and designed to run between this place and the
lake ports, was burned upon her first trip. The Black River
Nav. Co., incorp. in 1810, built locks here, which were little
used. Piers for the improvement of navigation were built at
the mouth of the river by the Gen. Government; but they have
resulted in injury.
7 This
factory is of stone, and cost $140,000. It is fitted for 10
sets of machinery, and employ's 75 hands.
8 In
1800, Gen. Brown built a sawmill, and in 1801 a small
A bridge was built
grist mill, at the mouth of Philomel Creek.
iu 1S02, and a dam across the river in 1806. In 1828, Henry
;

Kirby held the office of paymaster In the army from
till his death, April 18, 1846.
2 M. E., 2 Prot. E., 2 Univ., 2 Presb., 1 Bap., 1 Union.
11 Called "
Gravelly Point" by many of the old inhabitants. It
was first settled in 1809, laid out as a village in 1817, and incorp.
in 1853.
lighthouse was built at Tibbits Point, 2 mi. distant,
in 1826. The r. r. company have built here a wharf 3000 feet
2
immense
freight houses, a grain elevatot, Ac. The
long,
Ontario Line of Steamers touch at this point, and ferry boats
run regularly to Kingston. A few years since, a canal was dug
across Wolf or Grand Island, to afford a more direct route for
This place received several visits from the enemy
this ferry.

1824
10

A

during the war.

12 This island contains 1274 acres.
A military class right (see
page 46) of 500 acres was located here in 1786. For several
years after 1822 it was a thriving lumber station, where rafla
were made up for the Quebec market.
13 This fort commanded the s. channel of the river, and was
an important post during the Revolution. It was mostly excavated in the rock, and the materials taken out were used in the
construction of the rampart and escarpment.
14 Mr. Putnam established a ferry from this place to Wolf
Island. In 1803 a State road was opened to this place, and in
1804 a village plot was laid out, but soon after abandoned.
16 This island was the rendezvous of Gen. Wilkinson's
army on
their way down the river in 1813. At the eastern extremity is a
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There are 3 churches in town.^

CIIAMPIOl*'—was

fisheries.

formed from Mexico, March
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A town as.

14, 1800.

see.

was formed

in 1850.^

A part of Harrisburgh was

taken

broken and hilly.
The most elevated portions are the slate hills in the s. angle, (known as the "peak,") which are
about 1700 feet above tide. From their summits the land descends in a series of broken and
The n. part is more level. The soil is generally a clay loam,
irregular terraces to the river.
but near the river in some places it is sandy.
(p. v.) contains 20 houses, Great
off in

1803.

It is

the central town on the

s. e.

border of the

co.

The

surface

is

Cbampion

Bend

(p. v.)

ff est Carthage*

and

about 30 each.

Ctaanipion South Roads

isap.o.

The first settlement was begun in 1798, by Noadiah Hubbard, as agent for Storrs. The first settlers
came by water down the river as far as the Long Falls, and the town was settled with great
The first church (Cong.) was formed in 1805.'
rapidity.*

CliAYTOIV—^was

formed from Orleans and Lyme, April 27, 1833, and named in honor
It is centrally situated on the n. w. border of the co.
S. Senator from Del.
of Penets Square, a gore w. and another n. of that tract, and Grindstone

of

John M. Clayton, U.

It

embraces

two-fifths

The surface is level, or slightly rolling. Water
in the St. Lawi-ence.
lime has been manufactured in considerable quantities. Clayton,' (p. v.,) situated at the mouth
of French Creek,* is largely engaged in the lumber trade and in ship building.^
Pop. 896.
and several smaller islands

Depauville^"

(P-"^-)

is

situated at the head of navigation on Chaumont (Sha-mo) River, (or
Pop. 386. Clayton Center is a p. o. Settlement com-

Catfish Creek,) 6 mi. from the bay.

For many years the titles to the portion^
1803, but progressed slowly until after the war.
included in Penets Square and the islands became the subject of much controversy and litigation.
In early times the shores of the St. Lawrence in this and adjoining towns became the scene
In 1813, the enemy attacked the
of many lawless adventures in the prosecution of smuggling.^^

menced in

advanced guard of Wilkinson's expedition, commanded by Gen. Brown, at Bartlets Point) but were
The census reports 7 churches in town.^^

repulsed.

EL.L.ISBURGH1*—was

formed from Mexico, Feb. 22, 1803. Henderson was set off in 1806.
w. corner of the co., upon the shore of Lake Ontario. The surface is
A range of low sand hills extend along the shore, and these
rolling and inclined toward the lake.
are succeeded by a wide marshy region, producing wild grasses that in dry seasons may be mown.
North and South Sandy Creeks are the principal streams. The soil is sandy on the w., clayey
through the center, and a slaty loam in the e. There is a sulphur spring in town. This is
the wealthiest agricultural town in the co., and is surpassed by but few in the State. Ellis
Village," (EUisburgh p. o.,) situated on S. Sandy Creek, 4 mi. from its mouth, has a limited
amount of manufactures. Pop. 230. Belleville,^^ (P- v.,) is situated on N. Sandy Creek, 3 mi.
from Ellis Village, and on the S. H. & E. R. R. Pop. 363. The Union Literary Society (academy)
is located here.
Pierrepont Manor,'^ (p-"f->) at the junction of the W. & R. and S. H.
& E. R. R., contains 255 inhabitants. "Woodville," (p. v.,) is situated on N. Sandy Creek.
and the W. & R. R. R., has a population
Pop. 180. Mannsville,'* (P-'^-i) on Skinners Creek
It is situated in the

s.

" Basin Harbor," which affords a shelter
island is now a single dairy farm.
open to the citizens of Lyme, Clayton, and
2
Wolf Island.
Prcsb., Prot. E., and R. C.
8 No. 4, or " Howard," of the " Eleven Towns."
It fell to the
share of Harrison and Hoffman, and by them was sold to Gen.
Henry Champion, of Colchester, Conn., and Lemuel Storrs. It
was settled under Judge Noadiah Hubbard and Alfred Lathrop,
agents of the last named proprietor. The name was given in
honor of Gen. Champion, who presented the town with a bell
for the compliment.
* Considerable amounts of lumber, oil, flour, and cloth are

capacious bay,
for. boats.
1

known as

The whole

This society

manufactured

is

in this village.

6 Among the first settlers, who came in in 1798-99, were John,
Thos. and Salmon Ward, David and Saml. Starr, .Toel Mix,
Ephm. Chamberlain, Jonathan Mitchell, Bela Hubbard, and
David Miller. The first school was taught by E. Chamberlain,
in 1800. The first sawmill was built in 1802. by .John Eggleeon

Wm. Hadsall. The first prist mill was built at West Carthage, by David Coffeen, in 1806. A furnace was built at the
same place in 1834, and about 1000 tons of iron produced. Several
prominent lawyers, among whom were Moss Kent, brother of
'the chancellor, Egbert Ten Eyck, and Henry K. Storrs, settled
in Champion, in expectation of its becoming the co. seat of
the new co. to be erected from Oneida.
* Rev. Nathl.Jhitton was the first regtilar settled pastor in
the town and co. There are 6 churches in town ; 2 Cong., 2
and

M.
1

and Union.
"
Formerly called
Cbrndia," and

" French Creek." A
party of Patriots made this place their
rendezvous in preparing to invade Canada. The same party
took possession of Hickory Island but upon the approach of the
British they fled, leaving their armament behind.
8 This stream is called
by the Indians Wet-er-ingh-ra-gu-en-te-re,
or " Fallen Fort," from a fort taken bj- the Oneidas from another
tribe long before the advent of the whites.
9 The timber is
brought in vessels from the upper lakes, and
here made up into rafts. Most of the steamers belonging to the
American line have been built at this port and at Wolf Island.
1"
Named from Francis Depau, an early proDe-po-ville.
"
prietor. The place was formerly known as
Catfish Falls."
Stephen Johnson built the first mill and opened the first store
;

at this place, in 1824.

13

Named from Marvel

Ellis,

the

still

frequently called

Ellis,

an early proprietor, and Lyman

first settler.

1*

The

1'

Named from

oldest settlement in the co.
1* Named from Belleville, in Canada.
16 It is the residence of Hon.
C. Pierrepont, from
the village derives its name.

Wm.

whom

Ebenezer, Ephraim, and Jacob Wood, the

first

settlers.
18

Named from

place, but

E., Bap.,

,

11
During the embargo of 1808 a road was cut through the
woods, and immense quantities of potash were taken to Canada
without restraint.
12 4 M.
E., and one each Bap., R.C., and Union.

Col.

H. B. Mann, who erected a factory at thia

which was afterward burned.
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Rural

of 315.

number
of the

of others

town was

Hill'

made

sold

(p. o.)

the

and

first

Ward^vel!

(p. o.)

settlement, in 1797.'^

by AVm. Constable, in 1796,

to

are hamlets.

A tract

Lymati

Ellis

and a large

of 3000 acres in the s.w.

Brown and Eddy, and was

comer

settled

by squatters.
Upon the advent of the first settlers, near Ellis Tillage, on Sandy Creek, were found numerous
traces of an early occupation by ciyilized races.' During the war an engagement took place near
the mouth of S. Sandy Creek, between a party of 150 American regulars and a few militia and
Indians, under Maj. Appling, and a party of 200 British, who were pursuing a flotilla of boats,
commanded by Lieut. Woolsey, laden with stores for Sackets Harbor. The British were defeated,

and nearly the whole party were

killed or taken prisoners.*

The census

reports 11 churches in

town.*

HEIVDERSOIV*—was formed from

It lies on Lake Ontario, s. w.
and it is deeply indented by Henderson Bay,
formed by a long rocky point known as Six-Town Point.'' There are in town two small lakes
and several marshes. Stony and Little Stony Creeks are the principal streams. The soil is clay

of the center of the co.

The

surface

Ellisburgh, Feb. 17, 1806.

is

rolling

;

Ileuderson* (p. v.) is situated near the center, on Stony Creek. Pop. 404. Henderson Harbor* contains 12 houses and Sniitliville'" (p. o.) 40. Roberts Corners

And loam.

;

Settlement was begun in 1802, under Asher Miller, agent for the proprietor."
At the head of Henderson Bay is a curved embankment or bar of stone, 100 rods long, and a little
above the water, known as " Indian Wharf;" and from this point to Stony Creek there was an
Indian trail or portage. The census reports 5 churches in town.'^
(p. 0.) is

a hamlet.

HOlJ]VSFIEL.Di»—was

formed from Watertown, Feb.

17, 1806.

It is situated

on Black

River Bay, on the w. border of the co. Its surface is very level, and the soil is a clayey and sandy
loam. Ship building and manufactures have received considerable attention. Sackets Harbor" (p. V.) is the principal village. Pop. 994. This was the principal military and naval

on the northern frontier during the last war with Great Britain, and millions of dollars
were spent in fortifications and in building vessels. East Hounsfield (p. v.) and Stoivells
Corners (p. o.) are hamlets. Amasa Fox was the first settler. In 1802 there were 30
families in town.'* In 1805 several English families came in.'^ During the war this town was
the center of important military events.
Several expeditions were here fitted out against Canada;
and, in turn, the town was invaded on several occasions." Large bodies of troops were frequently quartered here, and the citizens became familiar with the lights and shades of military
station

life.'*

After the war most of the troops were withdrawn, leaving only enough to keep the

"
Formerly called Buck Hill."
the first settlers were Caleb Ellis. Robert Fulton,
Elijah Richardson, Hez. Pierce, Chauncey Smith, Wm. Root,
Vial Salisbury, Isaac Waddle, and Abram Wilcox. Tlie early
settlers suffered much from sickness.
The first child born was
Ontario Pierce, and the first death, that of Caleb Ellis. Lyman
Ellis built the first sawmill, in 1797, and the first grist mill, in 1803.
8 It is
probable that the French expedition, under De La Barre,
against the Onondagas in 1684, met with their terrible disasters
from famine and sickness within the limits of this town.
* The stores were taken
by land from this point to the
" Harbor."
Among them was a cable weighing 9600 lbs., which
was too hea,Ty for loading upon any wagon that could be obIt was accordingly placed on the shoulders of 250
tained.
men and carried to its place of destination. As the bearers
approached the Harbor, the sailors met them with loud cheers,
relieved them of their burden, and marched triumphantly into
I

"Among

the village.
5 3
Bap., 2 Cong., 2 M. E., Presb., Prot. E., Univ., Union.
« No. 6 of the " Eleven Towns."
Named from Wm. Henderson,
the proprietor. It embraces the adjacent islands in the lake.
'
are
this
the
remains
of a small 4 sided fortificaUpon
point
tion, evidently built during the French or Revolutionary War.
"
8
Formerly called Salisbun/ Mills," from Lodowyck Salisbury,
an early merchant and mill owner.
9 The
bay upon which this place is situated was called the
"
Bay of Naples" by Henderson, the proprietor.
10 Named from Jesse Smith; who, from a
common laborer,
became one of the most extensive lumber dealers in the county,
and a man of influence. It is on the line of Adams.
II
Among the first settlers were Anthony Sprague, Levi Scofield, Jedediah McComber, Samuel Hubbard, Moses Barrett, Wm.
Petty, and Daniel Spencer. Willis Fellows kept the first inn
and built the first saw and grist mills. The first child born was
Betsy Scofield, and the first death, that of a child of Hosea
Heath. Elisha Skinner taught the first school. A small woolen
factory was erected in 1814. A Scotch settlement was made in
A lighthouse was erected on Stony
1803-07, on the bay.
Point in 1837.
12 2
M.E., Ev. Luth., Univ., and Union.
"
'•
** The town embraces No.
Eleven
1, or
Ueaiod,'' of the

Towns," and was named from Ezra Hounsfield, one of the early
proprietors. In the division it fell to the share of Harrison
and Hoffman and by them the w. half was sold to Champion
and Storrs, and the remainder to Peter Kemble and E. Hounsfield.
It was called " ynvpnrl" in early documents.
Gull,
Snake, Great and Little Galloo, and Stony Islands belong to
this town. Upon Galloo Island a lighthouse was erected in 1820.
1* Named from
Augustus Sacket, the first settler. Called by
:

the Indians Ga-h(i-argo-je-twa-da-a^lote, fort at the mouth of
Great River. Incorp. April 15, 1814. A collection district waa
formed in 1805. Madison Barracks, built in 1816-19 at a cost of
$85,000, are the principal military works. Upon a point in the
harbor is the hull of the frigate New Orleans, sheltered by a
house built over it. It was commenced during the war, but
has never been finished. It measured 3200 tons, and was piercf d
The frigate Chippewa, of like dimensions, built
for 110 guns.
farther up the bay, has been taken down.
15
Among these were John and Wm. Evans, Squire Reed,
Amasa Hollibut. and Charles Baird.
16
Among these were Saml. Luff, his sons Edmund, Saml., Jr.,
Joseph, and Jesse, David Merritt, William Ashby. John Roots,
Henry Metcalf. and Geo. Slowman. Dr.AVm. Baker, who settled in
1803, was the first physician Ambrose Pease and Step. Simmons
were early innkeepers, and Loren Buss and Hezekiah Doolittle,
early merchants. In 1808 Samuel F. Hooker brought in a stock
of goods worth $20,000. Meetings were first held by Edmund
Luff, who built a church, and preached many years without fee
or reward. Elisha Camp settled in 1804, as a lawyer and agent,
and has since been more prominently concerned in the affairs
of the town than any other person. Samuel Luff built tke first
grist mill, Augustus Sacket, the first sawmill, and Solon Stone,
the first cotton factory, on Mill Creek. The first child bom in
town was Wealthy Rowlison. At an early period, John Jacob
Astor and other capitalists invested large sums here in the
manufacture of potash, that article commanding $200 to $350
l' See
page 354.
per ton in the Montreal market.
18 About a dozen
military executions took place here during
the war.
A duel was fought with muskets, June 13, 1818,
between two soldiers, one of whom was killed. Dpring the command of Col. Brady at this station, the remains of Gens. ZebuIon M. Pike and Leonard Covington, Col. J>)hn Tuttle, LienU
;
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works in repair. In 1832 a canal, for
hydraulic purposes, was completed from Huntington's Mills,
above Watertown, to Sackets Harbor ; but in about 10
years it was abandoned.^ Dr. Samuel
Guthrie, one of the discoverers of cliloroform, and inventor of the percussion compound for firearms,
which has superseded flints, resided at Sackets Harbor.
Union school was established in the
There are 5 chui-ches in town.^
village in 1840.

A

IjE

RAY'—was

formed from Brownville, Feb. 17, 1806. Antwerp was taken off in 1810, a
in 1813, and a part of Philadelphia and Alexandria in 1821.
It is an interior
town E. of the center of the co. The surface is level, or gently
rolling, and the soil is principally
a clayey loam.
strip of ban*en sand, once covered with pine, but now almost a desert, extends
along Black River. The streams are Black and Indian Rivers, Pleasant Creek, and several
part of

Wilna

A

L-e Raj'srille* (p. v.) contains 22 houses. Evans Mills^ (P-v.) is situated
on Pleasant Creek and the P. & W.R. R. Pop. 410. Sandfords
Corners, (p. v.,) on the
P. & W. R. R., contains a dozen houses.
Black River,* a village of 50 houses, is partly in
small brooks.

this town.
The first settlement was made in 1802, by a party under Benj. Brown, agent for Le
Ray.' Le Ray removed to this place in 1808, and began a liberal system of settlement, by opening
roads and building bridges and mills. The census reports 6 churches.*

L.ORRAI]¥E9—was formed from Mexico, March 24, 1804, as "Malta." Its name was
changed April 6, 1808. Worth was taken off in 1848. It is the central town on the s. border of
the CO. The town is elevated, and is underlaid by slate and traversed by immense gulfs.
The
surface is rolling, and the soil is a clay and loam. It is mostly drained by Sandy and Skinners
LiOrraine, (p. v.,) the only village, contains about 30 houses. Settlement was begun
by James McKee and Elijah Fox.^** The State Road from Rome to Sackets Harbor was
laid through this town in 1804. A sulphur spring is found on the farm of
Totman. The
town has 2 churches. Bap. and M. E.
Creeks.

in 1802,

liYME" —

A

was formed from Brownville, March 6, 1818.
part of Clayton was taken off in
The sur1833, and Cape Vincent in 1849. It lies upon Chaumont Bay, in the w. part of the co.
face is very level.
The w. border is deeply indented by Chaumont Bay'^ and its branches. The
Near Chaumont are extensive
upon the bay at the mouth
of Chaumont River.
Pop. 306. Tliree Mile Bay" (p. v.) lies upon a bay of the same name.
Pop. 295. Point Peninsula (p. o.) is a scattered settlement containing 25 houses. The first
settlement was begun under Jonas Smith and Henry A. Delamater, agents for Le Ray, in 1801.^*
The first location was 2J mi. above Chaumont but in 1805 the settlers removed to the site of the
soil is principally clay.

and valuable limestone

There are several sulphur springs in town.

quarries.^'

Cbauniont

(p. v.)

is

situated

;

present \allage. During several years much sickness prevailed but this gradually disappeared
as the CO. became more settled. In 1812 the inhabitants, numbering about a dozen families, built
;

a blockhouse, which was taken and destroyed by the enemy.

The

first

church (Bap.) was organized

in 1816.i«

—

A

was formed from Brownville, April 3, 1821.
part of Pamelia was taken off
in
between
Orleans and Alexandria has
1833.
The
of
and
a
1829,
boundary
Clayton
April
part
It lies on the n. border of the co., and embraces the w. part of Wells and
tvrice been changed.

ORl<EA]VS.
1,

Timothy Dix, Jr., and John Mills, Maj.
Capts. Ambrose Spencer, Jr., and Joseph Niclioland
Lieut.
P. Vanderventer, officers who had been
Michael
son,
killed or had died of sickness during the war, were collected, and
buried in one grave. A monument of painUd pine boards was
erected to their memory by a grateful country; but it soon
rotted down, and there is now a strong probability that the
Cols. Electus Backus,

John Johnson,

place of their Interment will be forgotten.

1 This canal was 20 feet wide at the
top, 12 at the bottom,
and 4 feet deep.
2 M.
E., Prot. E., Presb., Christian, and Seventh Day Bap.
8 Named for James Le Ray de Chaumont, the proprietor.
* The land office for much of the land in the co. N. and E.
of the river was located here until 1835, when it was removed

P. S. Stewart has been the agent many years.
Named from Ethni Evans, who built the first mill in 1805-06.
"
This village is locally known as Lockport." A trace of

to Carthage.
5
6

an ancient Indian fort was found near it; another 1 mi.N. ; and
another near Sandfords Corners.
1
Among these first settlers were David Coffeen, Dyer Rhodes,
Gershom and John Matoon, Joseph Child and sons, Thomas
Ward, AVilliam Cooper, and Benj. Kirkbride. The first child
born was Abi Brown the first marriage, that of Jonas Allen
and Sarah Dyke; and the first death, that of Chester Ballou.
Margaret Comstock taught the first school.
:

* Jiap.,
Friends,

M.

E., Presb.,

K. C, and Union.

9 This town embraces "
Atticus," orNo.l, of the Boylston Tract.
10 In the
following year, Comfort Stancliff, Benjamin Gates,
Seth Cutler, John Alger, and others, came in. McKee and Fox
Mr. Frost built the first sawmill, and Mr.
kept the first inn.
Cutler the first grist mill, in 1804. The first death was that
of A. M. Child, killed by a falling tree.
11 Name selected
by Kben. Kelsey, a native of Lyme, Conn.
12 Name derived from Le
Ray de Chaumont. Upon old maps
this bay is named " Nialimire," " Niarmre," and " Nivermris."
The last name is probably derived from that of the Due de

Nivernois, a Fi-ench nobleman.
13 The limestone
quarries of this place have furnished large
quantities of stone for the piers at Oswego, locks on the canal,
and for other public works.
M Name given from its being 3 miles w. of Chaumont. Thia
bay is celebrated for its fisheries. In 1856, $90,000 worth of
" ciscoes"'
fish were taken, consisting principally of
(lake herring) and whitefish. It has been the seat of considerable ship
building.

16
Among the first settlers were Richard M. Esselstyn, T.
Wheeler, Peter Pratt, and Jonas. David, and Timothy Soper.
James Horton waa the first settler on Point Salubrious, in

1806.
18

Free

The census reports 6 churches

W. Bap.

;

2 M. E., 2 Bap., Presb.,

and
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The

several smaller islands in the St. Lawrence.

surface

is level,

or slightly rolling.

The principal

Perch Lake lies upon the s. boundary.
streams are Perch River, Catfish and Mullet Creeks.
The soil is clay and loam,
Fargeville,' (p. v.,) on Chaumont River, near the center of the
town, is the seat of Orleans Academy. Pop. 295. Oiuar,^ (p. o.,) on Mullet Creek, and Stone

ta

Mills,^

(p. 0.,)

are small villages.
are hamlets.

Collins lianding
settled

by

The

squatters.*

first

Orleans 4 Corners,

(p. o.,)

Port Orleans,

and

Penets Square, which embraced most of this town, was
In 1824, John La
settlements commenced about 1806.*

Farge, a large owner in these lands, came into town to assert his claim. After a great deal
In 1838 the mansion and
of difficulty and some resistance, he succeeded in establishing his title.
farm of La Farge, 1 mi. s. of the village, were purchased by Bishop Dubois as the site for a

This institution, named "St. Vincent de Paul," combining a theological seminary
boarding school, was soon after opened but in two or three years it was removed
to Fordham, Westchester co., and was afterward incorp. as St. John's College. Rock Island Lighthouse was built in 1853. The British steamer Sir Robert Peel was plundered and burned on the
night of May 29, 1838, while taking in wood at Wells Island, in this town, by a party of 22 selfCatholic seminary.

and

classical

;

styled patriots, led

by BiU Johnston.®

The census

reports 8 churches.''

PAMELiIA^ —was

formed from Brovrnville, April 12, 1819. In 1824 its name was changed
Leander ;" but soon after the former name was restored.
portion of Orleans was annexed
April 1, 1824. It is the central town of the co. The surface is level, or gently undulating,

A

"

to

and the

soil is

limestone rock.*

Near the cascade opposite Watertown are several caves in the
clay and sand.
In the vicinity of Perch Lake have been found several barrows, or sepulchral
Village and Juhelville'" the former opposite the lower part and the

Pamelia

mounds.

—

—

upper part of Watertown Village are places of considerable manufactures,'^ and have
each 200 to 300 inhalntants. Pamelia Four Corners (p. v.) contains about 30 houses. The
latter the

settlement began in 1799.'^

first

The census

reports 2 churches."

PIIILiADELiPIIIA —was

formed from Le Ray, April 3, 1821. It is an interior town, e.
The soil is
Its surface is level in the e., but rocky and broken in the w.
of the center of the co.
generally a clayey loam. Indian River and Black Creek are the principal streams. Iron ore is
found in considerable quantities. The principal bed that is worked is known as the Shurtliff
In Sterlingville is a large chalybeate spring. Plliladelpbia,'* (P-'^->) upon Indian
mine.
River, has 55 houses, and Sterlingville,'* (p-"f->) upon Black Creek, 40. At the latter place
are a large blast furnace'* and a forge.'' The first settlement was commenced in 1804, by Friends
from Penn. and N. J.'* In 1810 the Friends erected a building which for 17 years was used as a
school and meeting house.'*
1

Named from John La Farge, the

as "
8

Log

proprietor ; fonnerly

known

Mills:'

Named from a

character in one of Johnson's allegories,
found in the English Reader formerly called " Mudges Mills."
*
called " Collins
from John B.
:

Formerly
Collins,
Mills,"
owner.
* The
improvident waste of timber and the slovenly clearings
made by this lawless set promised little in the way of civilization and their appearance, as they emerged from the swamps
with an ox harnessed to a crotched piece of wood, laden with a
"
trough full of black salts," or, as they returned in like manner, with a sack of meal and a jug of whiskey, was little
calculated to inspire hope of speedy improvement. They had
a kind of law among themselves in relation to land, and
were accustomed to run "possession lines" by lopping down
bushes. " Claims" were often sold and secured by quit claim
;

deeds.

were Roderic C. Frazier, Peter Pratt,
Dr. Reuben Andrus, Samuel and Daniel EUis, and others. Alvah
Goodman kept the first inn Lemuel George, the first store
Collins & Piatt erected the first grist mill, and Dr. Andrus, the
6

Among

the

first settlers

;

first sawmill, in 1819.
6 After
the

driving

passengers

;

ashore and plundering the

boat, the brigands cast her off from the shore and set her on
Large rewards were offered for their apprehension, and

fire.

several persons were arrested, but none convicted. In 1853,
Johnston was appointed keeper of the Rock Island Light, which
shines on the spot where the Peel was burned.
7 Two
Evang. Luth., Bap., Cong., M. E., R. C, Wes. Meth., and

Union.
8 Named from the wife of Gen. Jacob Brown.
name was Pamelia Williams.

though a portion had fallen in.
10 Named from Madame
Juhel, a

relative of the

Le Bay

family.

These manufactures consist of lumber, spirits, leather, cotton
yarn, and portable steam engines.
12 The first settlers were Wm.
Cooper and Wm. Watkins.
Anson Sigourney taught the first school Samuel Mack kept
the first inn. Jabez Foster, the first store; and Tuttle and Bailey
11

;

built the first mill.
13 M. E. and Union.
1* Often called "
Quaker Settlement"

by the old inhabitants.

Named from James Sterling, the owner
" De
Formerly called
Launey's Mill," from
15

of the iron works.
the buUder of the

first mill, in 1807.
16 Built in

1S37, by James Sterling. The ore is principally
obtained from the Sterling mine of Antwerp, and the Shurtliff
mine of this town, near the line of Theresa, the ore from the
latter being used principally as a flux.
17 Built
by Caleb Essington, in 1839.
18 These settlers
purchased 16 lots of 440 acres each, lying in
the corners of a square containing 25 lots, of which the central
range each way was reserved by Le Ray. The center lot, (No.
oil.) embracing the site of the present village, was conveyed to
trustees "for the promotion of religion and learning" under the
care of the Quakers. This trust afterward occasioned much
contention, and led to a miniature anti-rent war. The matter

Her maiden was

These caverns have been traced nearly 500 feet. Just below
and partly under the village of Juhelville, the open mouths of
several caves appear on the river bank, opening at both ends on
the cliff. The passages are lined with calcareous deposits, in
the form of agaric mineral, stalactites, and tufa. These caves
»

are evidently all formed by currents of water flowing through
the natural seams in the rock and gradually wearing away the
soluble and yielding limestone. In the rear of the principal
cavern a large area of land has sunk to a considerable depth, as

C.idwallailer Child, Mordccti TayRobert Comin the first year.
inn. Saml. Case, the first store, and Thos.
and .John Townsend built the first mill. Anna Comstook kept
the first school. The first child born was John Townsend, and
the first death that of a daughter of Robt. Comfort, in 1807.
lor,

fort

19

finally settled in 1844.

and Samuel Evans came
kept the

first

The census reports Schurchus; 2M.

E., Bap., Friends,

UniT.
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ROD3IA]%'^ was formed from Adams, March 24, 1804, under the name of "Harrison."
name was changed April 6, 1808. A part of Pinckney (Lewis co.) was taken off in 1808,

Its
It

upon the borders of Lewis, in the s. part of the co. The surface is hilly, and broken by the
The soil is generally a fertile, gravelly loam.
deep ravines of Sandy Creek and its branches.
There are 3 sulphur springs in town.
(p. v.) has 45 houses, Zoar and Wliitesvllle* (E. Rodman p.o.) each about 20.
Settlement began in 1801, and from 1803 to 1800 it
progressed with great rapidity.^ In 1813 an epidemic prevailed, causing GO deaths in 3 months.

lies

Rodman

The census

reports 3 churches.*

RlJTLiA]«D5_^as formed from Watertown,

April

1802.

1,

It lies

upon the

s.

bank of Black

Its surface consists of the narrow river
River, e. of the center of the co.
valley on the N., a
terraced plateau in the center, and a hilly region in the s. The central plateau, embracing the
greater part of the town, is 300 to 400 feet above the flat country farther n., and it descends by a

succession of steep declivities to the level of the river. It is underlaid by Trenton limestone.
Upon the s. the surface gradually rises to the summits of the slate hills which occupy the s. part
of the CO.
remarkable valley, known as "Rutland Hollow," extends through the town upon

A

the lower terrace of the plateau, parallel to the river. It is deeply excavated in the limestone,
and appears like the bed of an ancient river. Another valley, smaller and deeper, extends in
the same direction across the

Pleasant Lake, in Champion,

is

plateau, and forms the bed of a deep, narrow lake.
situated in the continuation of the latter valley.
These valleys

summit of the

result of abrasion rather than of upheaval.
Upon the edge of the terrace,
100 feet below the summit, may be seen the ancient lake ridge before described. There are 2 or 3
sulphur springs in town. The soil is a very fertile loam upon the plateau, and a sandy loam upon
the river. Felts Mills,® (p. v.,) on Black River, contains 50 houses; Black River,' (p. v.,)
on the river, partly in this town and partly in Le Ray, 40 Tylerville,* (South Rutland p.o.,)

and terraces seem the

;

narrow valley of Sandy Creek, 30; and Rutland Center,' (Rutland p.o.,) 10. This
town fell to the share of Wm. Henderson, and settlement was begun in 1799, under Asher Miller,
The greater part of the land was sold^" to New England farmers, who came in within
his agent.
3 years after the first settlement." An old Indian fort is to be seen on the farm of Geo. Wilson;
and a bone pit was found near the line of Watertown. The census reports 5 churches.^^
in the

THERESA—was

formed from Alexandria, April 15, 1841, and named from a daughter
town upon the n. w. border of the co. The surface along Indian
River is broken, and traversed by ridges of gneiss rock, with fertile intervales. A part of the
town, underlaid by sandstone, is level or undulating. In the primary regions are a number of romantic lakes and some of these have highly interesting mineral localities upon their shores and
of

Le Ray.

It is the central

;

upon the High Falls^* of the Indian River, was early selected by
and about 1810 he caused several "jobs" to be cleared
and a sawmill to be built.^^ ff est Theresa is a p. o. A furnace, built near Millseat Lake in
A private academy has been taught several
1847, was in part supplied with ores from the vicinity.
The census reports 3 churches.^®
years.

Tlieresa,

islands.^'

Le Ray

(p. v.,)

as a favorable point for settlement,

"
"
1 It embraces No.
8, or
Orpheus," of the Eleven Towns." Its
former name was from Richard Harrison, of N. Y., a proprietor;
and its present one, from Daniel Rodman, of Hudson, Clerk of
the Assembly in 1808-09.
2 Named from Thos.
White, sub-agent and early settler.
3
Among the settlers who came in this year were Anson and
Ebenezer Moody, Noah, Jonathan, and Aaron Davis, Benj.
Thomas, Wm. Rice, and Simeon Hunt. Miss M. Nobles taught
the first school, in Anson Moody's barn, in 1803. WUlard Sykes
kept the first store; knd Wm. Rice built the first sawmill, in
1804, and gristmill, in 1806. The first child born was Walter
Harrison Moody ; and the first death, that of the same child, 3
years after. His father received 50 acres of land from Mr. Harrison for the name. Timothy Greenly moved into the 8. w. comer

King, John Dale, C. Cummings, Gardner Cleveland, Warren
Miss A. Porter taught the first school,
Foster, and John Cotes.
Levi Butterfield kept the first inn, and Jacob Williams
in 1803.
the first store. David Coffoen built the first gristmill in the
CO., near the mouth of Mill Creek, in the present village of
Felts Mills, in 1801, and a sawmill in 1802.
The first child
born was in the family of Chas. Kelsey, and the first death, that
12 2 M.
of Mrs. Francis Towne.
E., 2 Union, and
Cong.

13
Fluorspar, sulphate of barytes, sulphurets of iron and
copper, phosphate of lime, zircon, feldspar, tourmaline, Iiyalite,
pyroxene, Rensselaerite, idocrase, calcite, phlogopite. and other
minerals, are found in this locality, and some of them are beauIron ore has been found in considerable
tifully crystallized.
quantity.
" The river here descends 85 feet within a quarter of a mile.
of the town in 1803.
« 2 M.
From this place to Rossie its banks are low, and large tracts are
E., Cong.
"
"
6 No.
small steamer has
Milan," of the Eleven Towns." Named from Rat- often overflowed, causing-much sickness.
3, or
run upon this part of the river.
land, Vt., the former home of an early settler.
15
6 Named from John Felt, who purchased the site in 1813, and
Among the first settlers were James Shurfliff, Anson and
still resides here.
Formerly the seat of an extensive lumber Jeremiah Cheeseman, M. B. Ashley, Sylvester Bodman, Azariah

A

now changed to a tannery.
Walton, Col. S. Ball, Abram Morrow, Joseph Miller, Archibald
known as " Lockport." See p. 359.
Fisher, Jas. Lake, Ebenezer and N. W. Lull, and J. D. Davison.
Mr. Lull built the first store, in 1820. Dr. Jas. Brooks, the first
Named from Josiah and Frederick Tyler, early settlers.
"
B On some
maps called Brooksville," from Curtis G. Brooks, physician, settled in 1822. and died the next year, 'llie first
school was taught by Lindley Gibbs, at Hyde Lake. The first
a former citizen. It is never known by this name in town.
10 17,549 acres were
child born was Fanny A. Cole, May 26, 1819. The first marriage
sold, in farms within 3 years, for $50,738.
11
Among the settlers who came in during the first and second was that of Ebenezer Lull and Almn-a Barnes. The first death
were
Levi
David
and
was that of Mr. Casselman, who was drowned. A gristnaill and
Wm.
Goldand
Miller,
years
Perley
Keyes,
smith CofTeen, Amos Stebbins, Raphael Porter, Israel Wright, inn were erected in 1819 for the proprietor.

manufactory
f

;

Locally

8

Jonathan and Clark Ross, Jas. Kilham, Chas. Kelsey, Jephtha

w Presb.,

M. E., and

Prot. E.
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WATERTOlVWi—was

formed from Mexico, March

14, 1800.

Rutland was taken

off in

1802, and Ilounsfield in 1806. It lies upon Black River, s. w. of the center of the co. The surface
in the s. e. part is broken by the irregular terraces of the Trenton limestone, and in the N. it is
The river bank is rocky throughout its whole extent; and in the village, about
level or rolling.
3 mi. below, are several extensive caves. It is an important agricultural town but it
distinguished for the extent of its trade and manufactures. In amount of business it
;

is

chiefly

unsur'Watertowii,^ (p-v.,) the co. seat, pleasantly
passed by any town in Northern N.Y.
situated upon the s. bank of Black River, was incorp, April 5, 1816.
Pop. 5873. It contains an
academy,* 4 newspaper oflices, 5 banks, and 9 churches. Black River hei-e flows, for the space of a
mile, in a succession of rapids over the limestone terraces, afibrding an abundance of water power,
is

which is largely improved, making the village one of the most important manufacturing places in
the State.* Three road and 2 r. r. bridges cross the river within the limits of the village one of the
former is a wire suspension bridge.
An ice cave, near Whittleseys Point,^ extends under a part
of the village. By an act passed March 22, 1853, a board of water commissioners was created,
:

with power

to

borrow §50,000

for the construction of

water works for the

village.

The work was

finished during the following summer.
The water is taken from the river, near the upper part
of the village, and thrown by water power into a reservoir 200 feet above the village, and about 1

A

mi. distant and from the reservoir it is distributed through the streets.
beautiful fountain is
constructed in the center of the principal square.^
At an early day, two rectangular pieces
of land were given by the owners of the adjacent lots for public use;' and these now constitute
beautiful public squares.* Burrs Mills' (p. o.) is a hamlet, on Cold Creek, in the e. part of
the town. "Waterto"»vii Center and Fields Settlement are hamlets, Henry Coffeen
;

and Zachariah Butterfield were the pioneer

settlers, in 1800
they located upon the present site of
the village.^" An arsenal was built at Watertown in 1809, and a building for an
academy in 1811 ;
the latter was used as a hospital during the war. The census reports 10 churches.^^
;

—

"WILilVA" was formed from Le Ray, and Leyden (Lewis co.) April 2, 1813. It lies upon
Black River, in the extreme e. part of the co. Its surface is somewhat broken. It is chiefly underlaid by the primary rock, which rises into low, naked ridges, and by calciferous sandstone.
Black
River forms its w. boundary; and upon it are a series of rapids, forming an abundance of water
power." The Indian River, in the n, part, also affords water power at several places. At Natural
Bridge this stream flows beneath the surface through passages worn in the coarse white limeSeveral interesting minerals are found at this place.
stone which here forms the surface rock.
1 Its
present limits embrace No. 2, or "Leghorn," of the
" Eleven Towns." It first contained Nos.
1, 2, and 3.
2 First settled in 1800
and liecame the co. seat in 1805. In
1849 the business portion was almost destroyed by fire, but it
recovered from the disaster in 2 years.
* The Watertown Acad, was
incorp. May 2, 18.35, and a large
academic building was erected in a grove in the s. E. part of tlie
It was soon after merged in the Black Kiver Literary
village.
and Religious Institute, founded under the joint auspices of the
Watertown I'resbytery and B. R. (Cong.) Assoc, in 1836. In May,
1846, its name was changed to the Jefferson County Institute.
*
During the war a factory was built, at a cost (if $7.5,000, for
the manufacture of cotton aud woolen cloths. In 1827, Levi
Beebe purchased Cowans Island and erected upon it an immense stone cotton factory. It had just been put in operation
when, July 7, 1833, it was burned, under suspicious circumstances. The loss was $200,000 and the site has since remained
a ruin. The manufactures of cotton and woolen goods, flour,
paper, iron castings, machinerj', leather, agricultural implements, lead pipe, sash and blinds, and furniture, are extensively
;

;

carried on.
5

Named from

the wife of Samuel Whittlesey, who in 1815
threw herself from this point into the river, and was drowned.
Her husband, a lawyer, and paymaster to the drafted militia,
hatl received in N. Y. the sura of $30,000, in bills, and while

returning to Watertown was secretly robbed of S8700 by his
He was greatly alarmed, but was persuaded by her to
wife.
keep quiet, as it would be difficult to convince the public that a
thief would have left so large a portion, and, as they must themselves be suspected of having taken a part, they might as well
keep the whole. Her logic succeeded upon the w"eak-minded old
man, and before reaching home she had matured plans for concealment and evasion. lie started with his portmanteau for
Oneida CO., leaving appointments along the road for paying on
but on arriving at Treuton he found he had been
his return
The news of the rolibery spread quickly over the
robbed.
but
the most active inquiry and very liberal rewards
country
On bis return home he met
failed to bring the thief to justice.
his family frantic with grief; but there was an inconsistency in
his story, and upon a searching convers.ation, held separately,
with his two bondsmen, Perley Keyea and Jason Fairbanks, the
;

:

were convinced that there was fraud. By an ingenious
course of inquiry and eavesdropping, they were not only confirmed in the belief, but a.ssurcd that the family soon intended
to remove, and that summary means must be employed to recover the money. They accordingly invited W. to take a walk,
which led as if by accident to a lonely spot near the village,
previously prepared, where they suddenly charged him with the
robbery and threatened instant drowning unless he disclosed.
He was twice submerged and life nearly extinguished, when he
confessed and was liberated. The money was found sewed into
a pair of drawers fitted to be worn by either husband or wife.
Mrs. W. immediately after slipped away from the crowd unobserved, rushed down to the river, and was drowned. Hough's

latter

—

Hist. Jeff. Co., p. 263.

An

Artesian well was bored 127 feet deep upon Factory
Square in 1829, and a copious supply of water was obtained,
slightly impregnated with sulphur and iron.
7 These lots are
respectively 12 by 28 and 9 by 32 rods.
8 The
principal business of the village is located around the
6

Square and upon Court St.
9 Named from John Burr & Sons, who settled here in 1804.
Hart Massey built a saw and grist mill here, in 1801, for Low,
the proprietor.
10 Oliver Bartholomew came in the same
year, (1801,) and in
1802, about SO families arrived. Jonathan Cowan built the first
Isaiah
and
Dr.
in
1802,
Massey opened the first inn the
grist mill,
same year. In 1803, a bridge was buiit near the present courthouse. In 1805, Wm. Smith and John Paddock opened the first
store: and a dam was built across Black River the same year.
The first birth was in the family of Moses Bacon; and the first
Thornton, wiio was killed by a falling tree.
death, that of
11

Two

Fresh.,

2M.E., Bap., Wes.

Metli., Prot. E., R.C.,

Union,

and Univ.
12

Named from Wilna,

in Russia, then fresh in

memory from

its battle.

After affording 42 mi. of navigation, the river here comto descend by a series of rapids, extending to the lake,
The " Long Falls' here descend 55 feet
and in the rapids are about 50 small
islands. The State Dam, built at this place, is 900 feet long, and
the State Bridge 500.
13

mences

falling, in all, 480 feet.
in a distance of 5090;

JEFFERSON COUNTY.
The

soil

is

sandy and moderately

fertile.

Carthage'

(p. v.)

3G3
is

finely situated

upon Black

River, at the lower terminus of the B. R. Canal improvement.
It contains 5 churches, a private
academy,' and is the seat of important manufactures.' Pop. about 1,500. IVatural Itridgc,^
If ilna and IVortll Tiyilna are p. oflSces ; and
(p. V.,) on Indian River, contains 40 houses.

Wood

Settlement

is

a hamlet.

Boutin, one of the French Company.*
The census reports 7 churches.''

Settlement was commenced in 1798, at Carthage, by

The

village

and town were

chiefly settled

Henry

under Le Ray.*

"WORTH*—

It lies upon the high, slaty, and
was formed from Lorraine, April 12, 1848.
shaly ridges in the s. part of the co. It is 1200 to 1500 feet above tide, and is the most elevated
land in the co. It is subject to deep snows and early frosts. Wherever the surface is exposed to
There
tlie action of running water, deep gulfs have been worn in the soft and yielding rock.

are several sulphur springs in town. The soil is principally derived from the disintegration of the
About one half of the town is settled.
underlying rocks, and is well adapted to grazing.
Wortliville is a hamlet, and is the only p. o. The first settlement was made in 1802, by an
association from Litchfield, Ilerkimer co., who bought the n. w. quarter, balloted for the lots,

A

and began small improvements.^
part of the settlers left during the war, and
during the succeeding cold seasons of 1816-17 the whole settlement was abandoned. Settlement
was not recommenced until several years after. The census reports 1 church, (M. E.)
built rude mills,

1
Formerly called "Long Falls." Incorp. May 26, 1841. A
bridge was erected here in 1813, by Ezra Churcli, for Russell At-

water and David Parish.
* Erected
by Harrison Miller in 1842
by B, F. Bush.

;

now owned and

tiught

8

Consisting of iron, leather, lumber, staves, heading, &c.
Joseph Bonaparte, having purchased a largo tract of land in
this town and Diana, made this village his residence fur two
Bummers. It was laid out in 1818.
"
6 Jean B.
Bossout, familiarly known as Battice," kept the first

inn and ferry.
• The land ofSce of Le Kay was removed from Le Raysville

to

Carthage in 1835, by Patrick Somcrville Stewart.
' 2
Presb., 2 Prot. Meth., l!ap., M. E., and K. C.
8 Named in honor of (icn. Vim. J. Worth. It
comprises No. 2,
or "Fenelon," of the Boylston Tract. The e. part was divided
several
to
of the
the
division
among
proprietors,
equalize
" Eleven Towns."
8
Among the first settlers were Amos and Abijah Gillett,
Nathan Matoon, W. Flciwer, Lodowyck Edwards, Jolin Oriswold, Asa Sweet, Abner Uining, and Phineas Hose. Tlie fir.'it
school was tauglit in a log baru in 1806. The first duath was
that of Elisha Sweet.
L. B. Gillett kept the first inn and
store.
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Jefferson County.
Acres of Land.

Names of Towns.

Adams
Alexandria....

Antwerp
Brownville
Cape Vincent

Champion
Clayton
EUisburgh....,
Henderson....
Hounsfield....

Le Ray
Lorraine.

Lyme
Orleans..

Pamelia
Philadelphia..

Rodman
Rutland
Theresa
Watertown...

Wilna

Worth
Total....,

KINGS COUNTY.
This county was organized with ita present limits, Nov. 1, 1683.*
upon the w. end of Long Island, adjacent to New York
Harbor, and embraces several small islands adjacent to the coast.
It is centrally distant 140 mi. from Albany, and contains 72 sq.
mi The surface is generally level or gently undulating. A broad
range of drift hills, 50 to 300 feet above tide, extends from the

It lies

shore of the bay in the

From

CO.

N.

and

s.,

s.

w. corner in a N. e. direction through the

summits the surface gradually declines both to the
and terminator ujwn the shores in extensive salt meadows.
their

The

portion lying x. of the hills is moderately uneven, being occaThe shores are deeply
sionally broken by low, isolated drift hills.
indented by bays, which for the most part are shallow, and very

The principal of these are NewtoAvn Creek,' Bushwick Creek, Wallabout,
Gowanus, and Gravesend Bays on the w., and Sheeps Head Bay on the s. Jamaica Bay, a large,
of
shallow, landlocked bay upon the s. shore, is partially in this co. It incloses a large number
low, marshy islands separated by narrow and irregular tidal currents. Wide salt marshes
extend along the shores of the bays, and far inland along the courses of the small creeks.*
The soil is mostly a light, sandy loam. A strip immediately surrounding the marshes and
embracing a large share of the w. extremity is fertile, and capable of producing almost any
irregular in outline.

the great commercial center of the
crop adapted to the climate. Its close proximity to New York,
manufactures and commerce and
country, renders it favorably situated for the development of
both of these pursuits are largely carried on at the centers of population. The agriculture of the
All of the business of the co. manuCO. is mostly confined to gardening for the N. Y. market.
is so intimately connected with the interests of Now
facturing, commercial, and agricultural
;

—

—

York that the co. may be considered as a suburb of the great city.*
The county seat is located at the city of Brooklyn.^ The courts are accommodated at the City
Hall, which belongs exclusively to the city. The jail, located upon Raymond St., is closely surrounded by other buildings, and its ventilation is very imperfect. The average number of inmates is
The Kings Co. Penitentiary is located upon a farm
80, supported at a weekly cost of $2.10 each.®
of 38 acres near the s. line of Brooklyn. The buildings, now nearly completed, are of stone, and
The main
the prisoners of the co.
sufficiently spacious for the accommodation and care of all
building is 490 feet long by 86 feet broad, with two wings of 50 feet each. The total cost
The institution is designed to be self supporting.
up -to January 1, 1857 was $190,414.35.
The county clerk's office is kept at the City Hall.^ The Kings County Almshouse is located
This
of the City Hall of Brooklyn.
almshouse proper, hospital, nursery,
and well arranged, but poorly ventilated.
and lunatic asylum.
A school is maintained through the year, and religious instruction is given upon the Sabbath.

upon a farm of 70
institution

acres in Flatbush,- about three miles

consists of

—

four large brick buildings,
These buildings are spacious

the courthouse and jail were directed to be rebuilt
direction of Johannes E. Lott, John Vanderbilt, and
Chas. Doughty, and £1,200 was appropriated for that purpose.
the
next year £300 additional was raised to finish the
During
buildings. These buildings were burned Nov. 3, 1832 and by
act of Feb. 27, 1S34, the co. seat was removed to Brooklyn. The
first CO. otficers after the Revolution were Nicholas Couenhoven,
First Judge. ; Jacob Sharp, jr., Clerk ; Wm. Boerum, Sheriff;
and Johannes E. Lott, Surrngate.
6
Up to June 1, 1858, 39,910 prisoners had been confined in

1 From 1665 to 1683 this co. formed a
part of the "West Riding
of Yorkshire," England. See p. 544.
s This creek is a tidal current,
receiving several small fresh
water streams, and is properly a narrow bay.
*
Upon the beach the General Government has established 2
lifeboat stations. In Jan. 1821, the bay and the Narrows between the w. extremity of Long Island and Staten Island were
frozen so that persons crossed on the ice.
* For more minute description of the business of the co., see

10, 1791,

under the

;

town descriptions.
* The courts were

originally held at Gravesend; but, by an
act of the General Assembly, passed Nov. 7, 10S5, they were
removed to Flatl>nsh, and a courthouse was built there the sueceeding year. This building was used until 17.58. when a new
eombined courthouse and jail was erected. By an act passed
April 6, 1784, a tax of £200 was authorized to be raised to repair
the injuries which had been done to the courthouse and jail by
the British. The repairs were expended under the direction of
Philip Nagel *nd Jeremyas Vanderbilt. By an act of March

s.

^the

this jail.

j

1
By an act of May 1, 1828. a fireproof co. clerk's ofiice was
directed to be built in Brooklyn. A more spacious one was
built In 1837, which was used until the ofiice was removed to its
present location in the City Hall. By an act passed In 1852, an
office of Register was created ; and by a later act,' discretionary
powers have been granted to a Board of Commissioners for the
better preservation of the public records.
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Children are bound out at the age of 12 years. The average number of inmates is 1,800, supported at a weekly cost of about $2.00 each. The farm yields a revenue of $3,500.
The Brooklyn & Jamaica R. R. extends from the s. ferry of Brooklyn eastward through near the

The Flushing R. R. extends from Hunters Point, (Queens co.,) n. of Brooklyn, to
co.
the village of Flushing, a distance of 8 mi. In the city of Brooklyn ai-e several local rail roads ;
and from the city lines of stages extend to every village in the co.
Four newspapers three daily and one weekly are now published in the co.*
center of the

—

—

settlements of this co. were

made mostly by

the Dutch, about 1625. In 1640, a colony
of Mass. Quakers, in quest of religious freedom, settled at Gravesend under the protection of the
Dutch Government. Long previous to the English conquest of 1664, settlements had been made,

The

first

mills erected,

and churches and schools established in every town in the

co.

The

were

settlers

so

exclusively Dutch that the Dutch language and customs prevailed until within a comparatively
recent period. Bushwick, Brooklyn, Flatbush, Flatlands, and New Utrecht were known under the
^^
English Government as the Five Dutch Towns;" and they were associated, for certain purposes,
The Five Towns also formed an ecclesiastical society, and joined in the support of
until 1690.^
their minister until the final separation of the American church from the Classis of Holland, in

1772.

Few

events of interest occurred vrithin the limits of this co. during the colonial period.

Its

Revolutionary annals belong to the general history of the country. During its occupation by the
British, from 1776 to 1782, the people were subjected to a series of disgraceful and oppressive acts.'
Many of the inhabitants left the co. from fear of hostile visits during the War of 1812-15 and at
times

much alarm was

felt,

—although no hostile

;

took place. It has shared in the
in business.
This co. is included in

visit actually

New York City, and is closely identified with it
the "Metropolitan Police District" created by act of April 15, 1857, and in the Board of Police
Commissioners it is represented by the Mayor of Brooklyn and one other member. Vast schemes

growth of

of speculation have from time to time arisen, most of which have resulted in loss, and several of
them, devised upon a magnificent scale, have seriously retarded the progress of needful improvement.
From 1850 to 1853 about 40 building associations were organized in this co., ostensibly to enable
hose of humble means to acquire a home, but practically to form contributions to a fund which

was loaned

to those

members who would allow the highest premium. The
and the speculation had but a brief existence.

rates submitted to

were

often extremely ruinous,

and New Yorlc and Long Island Advertiser, tlic The American Champion was published at Brooklyn a short
time in 1844.
newspaper establislied on Long Island, was cuuimenced at Brooklyn, June '2l3, 1799, by Tlios. Kirk.
The Daily Long Ishinder was started at Williamsburgh in 1845
The Long Island Weekly Intelligencer was commenced at Brookby Bishop & Kelley.
The Williamsbujvjh Morning Post was published in 1847 by
lyn, May 26, ISOtJ. by Kobinson & Little.
The Long Island Star was started June 1, 1809, by Thos.
Devyr & Taylor.
Kirk. In IMI it was bought by Alden i?pooner, and T!ie Saturday Evening Bee was issued a short time in 1848 at
has been continued by him and his sous uutil the
Brooklyn.
The Orbit was issued at South Brooklyn in 1848.
present time.
The Brooklyn Daily Evening Star was begun by The Kings County Patriot wa.s started at Williamsburgh in 1848
Aldeu ^pooner & Sons, Jan. 4, 1S41. It is still issued,
by Geo. Thompson and S. R. Ha.s)irook.
by Edwin B. Spoouer. A semi-weekly edition was The Williamsburgh Times was started in 1848 by Rennet ?niith
i.ssued from The Star office in 1S24.
& Co. Soon after the consolidation of Williamsburgh
The Long Island Patriot was started at Brooklyn, March 7,
and Brooklyn its name was changed to
The Brooklyn Daily Tinies^ under which title it is
1821, by Geo. L. Birch. In 1833 it was hanged to
The Brooklyn Advocate, and was issued by James A. Bennett.
now published.
In 1835-36 it was ch.nnged to
Tlie Excelsior was commenced in 1846 at Sonth Brooklyn, and
The Brooklyn Advocate and Nassau Gazette.
was issued a short time.
The Williamsburgh Gazette was started in 1835 by Francis G. Tlie Brooklyn Daily Freeman was published in 1849.
Fish. It was afterward changed to
The Daily Independent Press w.as commenced July 16, 1850, at
The Williamsburgh Daily Gazette, and was issued a short time.
Williamsburgh, by W. G. Bishop and J. A. F. Kelley,
Tlie American Native Citizen and Brooklyn Evening Advertiser,
and was continued until 1855.
da., was published in 1836 by F. G. Fish.
The Brooklyn Mornirig Journal was established in 1851 by Ho
TJie Mechanics' Advocate was issued a short time in 1840 at East
gan & Heighway.
New York.
The Unimi Ark, a temperance mo., was published
Brooklyn
Tlie Real Estate Gazette, also started at East New York, had an
in 18— by J. Schuebly.
ephemeral existence.
The Long Island Anzeiger (t)erman) was started at Brooklyn,
The Williamsburgh Democrat was commenced June 3, 1840, by
Sept. 2. 1S54, hy Kdward Kohr.
Thomas A. Devyr.
The Triangle (German semi-mo.) was started at Brooklyn, April
The Brooklyn Daily Eagle was commenced in 1841
7, 1855, by Edward Bohr.
by Isaac Van Andt-n, and is still published. From the The Kings Oo. Advertiser and Village Guardian (semi-mo.) was
Biime office was issued
startf'd at East New York in Jlay, 1857, by C. Warren
The Brooklyn Weekly Eigle, which was changed in 1855 to
Hamilton.
The Saturday Evening Miscellany.
The Green Point Advertiser was published a short time in 1847
The Brooklyn Daily News was started in 1841 by Northall &
by L. Masquerier.
2 A Secretary or
Watts, and was continued until Nov. 1843.
llegister was especially commissioned by th«
The Brooklyn News and Times was issued in 1843 by J. S. Noble. Governor to take the proof of wills, of marriage settlements, the
The Age was started at Williamsburgh in Dec. 1844, and was acknowledgment of "transcripts" or other conveyance, and
1 Tlie

Courier
first

i

M

continued a short time.
was published at Williamsburgh in
1844 by J. G. Wallace.
The Brooklyn Daily Advertiser was started in 1844 by n. A.
Lees and W. Foulkes, and was coutinued about 8 years.
Tlie Democratic Advocate

such important contracts and agreements as required to be

re-

corded.
3

By an

act of

March

6,

1784,

repay Kevolutionary expenses.

Kings

co.

was taxed $13,000 to

— Onderdonlc't Rev. Inc.
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I{ROOKIjY\' — was

incorp. by patent, •with the usnal
privileges of townships, under Gov. Loveh\cc, Oct. 18, 1G67,
and its rights vrere confirmed by Gov. Dongan, May 13, 1G86.

was recognized as a town under the State Government
March 7, 1788. The village of Brooklyn was incorp. as a fire
district April 2, 1801, and as a village April 12, 1816, and both
town and village were incorp. as a city April 8, 1834. The city
of Williamsburgh and town of Bushwick were annexed April
The city extends along New York Bay and East
17, 1854.^
It

River to

Newtown

CrQek, occupying the N. part of the co. Its
22 mi., and it contains an area of 16,000 acres.
The s. and e. borders are occupied by a broad range of low hills,
Along the shore opposite the lower point of New York is an
exterior line

which extend

E. into

co.

Queens

is

A

considerable portion of the s. part of the city is
Creek, forming the n. boundary, is an irregular arm of the sea, receiving
several small fresh water streams. Wallabout Bay is a deep indentation lying between the old
irregular bluff kjiown as

low and

"Brooklyn Heights."

Newtown

level.

Williamsburgh and Brooklyn. Gowanus Bay extends into the s. part of the city."
land that borders upon these bays is flat and marshy.
Within the limits of Brooklyn are several districts known by the names which they bore

cities of

they were distinct

localities, before the city

was incorporated.

These will eventually

all

be

The

when

lost in

Urooklyn

the growth and consolidation of the business of the city.
(p.o.) includes the old
settled parts of the city s. of Wallabout Bay.
Upon East River, in this district, are several large

The water front is entirely occupied by wharves and warehouses, ff illiamsincludes the thickly settled portions n. of Wallabout Bay. It contains a large
of manufacturing establishments, and its entire water front is devoted to commercial purPoint, (p.o.,) comprising the 17th ward, lies between Bushwick and Newtown

manufactories.

burg'Ii

number

(p. 0.)

Green

poses.

Creeks, and occupies the extreme n. w. part of the city. It contains extensive shipyards, and
manufactories of porcelain, coal oil, lifeboats, and many other articles. TVallabout (some-

Bedford

times called East Brooklyn) lies e. of Wallabout Bay.
localities on the r. r., in the e. part of the city.

Busbwick

Green

and IXew Brooklj'U aro
Cross Roads and Busli^i^ick

of Williamsburgh. Go'«vanus is a village near the head of Gowanus
comprises the portion of the city lying s. of Atlantic St. It has an
extensive water front; and along the shore immense works have been constructed to facilitate
commerce.* It contains extensive wood, coal, stone, and lumber yards, and numerous planing

Bay.

are villages

e.

South Brooklyn

and machine shops. The city is connected
supplied with excellent boats, which perform regular and
the Atlantic St. Ferry the Brooklyn & Jamaica R. R. extends e. to the e.

mills, distilleries, breweries, plaster mills, founderies,

with

New York

frequent

by 11 steam

trips.*

bounds of the

From

ferries, all

co.®

From the principal ferries lines of city railroads extend through the principal avonues and
radiate to nearly every part of the city, affording easy, rapid, and cheap means of communication.^
The commerce of Brooklyn is extensive, though it scarce has an independent existence, from its

New York. The docks and piers at South Brooklyn are among the
most extensive and commodious in the country. Ship and boat building and repairing are extenThe whole water front of the city is occusively carried on at Williamsburgh and Green Point.
pied by ferries, piers, slips, and boat and ship yards and the aggregate amount of business
intimate relations with that of

;

The name is derived from the Dutch " Sreuck-landt," (broken into this bay. The mouth of the creek has been improved lor
The patent for the township was issued to .Tan Everts, a short distance.
< The Atlantic Dock contains an
area of 40 acres, and has
Jan Daman, Albert Corneliser, Paules Verbeeck, Michael
Eneyle, Thos. Lamberts, Teunis Gisbertse, Bogart and .Tovis sufficient depth of water for any vessel. An outside pier ia 3,0( "
feet
20
bush.
was
annual
under
this
Jacobsen. The
long. The warehouses upon the piers are of granite. The
quitrent
patent
1

land.)

I

•f wheat.

—

—

signifying wood-town was invested with cergovernment March 14, 1661. Another patent
Oct. 25, 1667 ; but it remained associated with other
towns until Aug. 12. 1708. Williamsburgh Village, in this town,
was incorp. April 14, 1827, and the town of Williamsburgh was
formed March 16, 1840. The village and town were united and
incorp. as the City of Williamsburgh April 7, 18.51, and the city
and town of Bushwick were annexed to Brooklyn April 17,
s

Bushwick

tain powers of

was granted

18.54.
Bushwick now constitutes the 17th and 18th wards, and
Williamsburgh the 13th, 14th, 15tb, 16th, and a part of the 19th

wards.
' Acts have been
passed authorizing a canal, with basins,
Wliarves, and slips, to be constructed along the creek that flows

Erie Basin and other extensive docks along the bay have been
projected, and work upon them has commenced. These docks
afford perfect security to vessels while loading and unloading,
and security to goods against theft. It is estimated that
$1,000,000 worth of goods are annually stolen from the wharves
and ships at New York and Brooklyn.
6 These several ferries are all chartered
by the Corporation
of N. Y. City. The boats average 400 tons, and are noted for the
regularity with which they perform their trips. Pee page 428.
8 This
ro»d is leased to the Long Island R. R. during the term
of its charter.
tunnel 2.750 feet long, extending under a portion of Atlantic St., commences near the ferry. It was finished
in Dec. 1844, at a cost of $96,000.
1 1n 1865 the
city authorized the granting of cliarters for these

A
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transacted there forms an important item in the commerce of the State. In the extent and variety
of its manufactures Brooklyn ranks among the first cities in the country. Located near the great
commercial center, it has become the seat of an immense manufacturing interest.^

The U. S. Navy Yard is located upon Wallabout Bay.^ The premises connected vnth it occupy
an area of 45 acres, and are inclosed on the land side by a high wall. Within the inclosure are
various mechanic shops necessary in building and repairing vessels, a large and costly dry dock,' two
large buildings to cover ships of war while in process of building, extensive lumber warehouses,
The
several marine railways, and a large amount of balls, cannon, and other munitions of war.
Naval Lyceum is filled with curiosities sent home by naval officers. Upon a gentle rise, a little e.
of the Navy Yard, is a U. S. Marine Hospital* for the care of sick and infirm seamen belonging to
the navy. Near it is an extensive laboratory for the manufacture of medicines for the navy.*
The grounds belonging to these establishments occupy an area of 35 acres. A little e. of the Navy
Yard, upon Park Avenue, aTe extensive temporary Marine Barracks.
The city is well supplied with pure, soft water, derived from Hempstead Hook, Valley, and Springcity railroads to the parties

who should offer

to carry passengers

at the lowest price. The Brooklyn City R. R. Co., formed Dec.
17, 1853, received the grants; and the fare upon the several

without regard to distance,
of these several railroads

lines,
list

:

—

is

5 cents.

Length
Lutes of Raileoads.

in

Rovies.

The following

When

is

a

Opened.

Miles.

Fulton Av.

Fulton Ferry to Washington Av...,
Washington Av. to Brooklyn Av...
Fulton St. to Nostrand Av
Nostrand Av. to Division Av
Flushing St. to Throop Av
Throop Av. to Division Av
Kent Av. to BushwickAv
Bushwick Creek to Kent St

Kent

St. to

Fulton

Myrtle Av.
Flushing

Sept.

St.

Nov.

2.57

April, 1855.
Oct. 1854.
Oct. 1855.
"
Dec.
Aug. 1854.

.49
.26

Greenwood.

1..56

Hamilton Av.

1.88
1.17
.56
.93

,

"

Nov.

July, 1855.
July, 1856.

May,

1855.

from the State Census of 1855, shows the amount and kinds of manufactures.

table, derived

Amount
No.

Names of Manufactories.

of Manu-

Amotmt
Names op Manufactories.

Men.

No.

factures.
1

Agricultural Implements
Ax and Edge Tools
Bakeries

1
9

2

Block

12
16
3

Breweries
Cabinet

Camphene
Chandlery and Soap
Chemical Laboratories
Coach and Wagon
Cotfee, Spice, and Mustard

2
6
11

4

2

Cotton Batting
Dentists' Gold
Distilleries

"

Jnlv,

.14

Freeman St
Gowanus Creek

«
«

July,

2.08

St. to

The following

July, 1854.
"

.87

Gowanus Creek to Thirty-Sixth St.
Thirty-Sixth St. to City Line
City Line to Yellow Hook Lane....
Court St. to Ferry
1

2.31
1.12
2.04

1
7

,

Fish and Whale Oil
Flax Dressing
Fur Dressing

2
3
3
15
3
2

Furnaces
Gas
Glass

Glue
Gold and Silver Refining
Gold Pen

,

Gristmills

Hat and Cap
House Building
Ivory Black and Bone ManureJapanned Cloth

1
1
1

3
2
11
4
1

$28,000
55,000
92.535
70,000
157.255
251,324
1,670.000
229.100
320.000
70.550
58.040
7O.O00
100,000
2.499,000
173.000
590,000
114,700
900.000
278.000
322.000
150,000
225.000
112,000
635,000
986.000
254,000
106,960
189,600

of Manvr

Men.

factvres.

22
6
49
68
52
149
85

Lamp and

Machine Shops
Malt
Marble

OU

Rope

41
48
666
151
49
64

1

6
5

2
2
2

Mills

67

7
7

11

Oil Cloth

25

2
215
19
98
30
600
278
282

1

Liquorice

Paint and Color
Patent Leather
Planing Mills
Porcelain

64
42
86

2

Lanterns...

Rosin Oil

-..

Safes

Sash and Blind
Ship
Silver

Ware

6
,

Steamboat Finishing..
Steam Pump
Stone Cutting
Tin and Sheet Iron....
Tobacco and Cigar
White Lead
Whiting
Window Shades
Minor Manufactories..
Total

6
2
10
6
2
11

2
1

1

14
4
9
1
1
1

296

55.000
49.340
276,000
90.000
88,500
170,250
286,000
50,000
140.000
476,600
90.000
2,205.153
161.300
115,000
102,178
945.000
54,000
150.000
60,000
2,56,300

150.000
205.G20
800.000
60.000
50.000

36
35
260
12
100
94
36
16
47
153
128
677
46
60
60
540
12
64
76
334
95
139
195

700,446

17
19
865

$18,4gi4,351

7,368

The land occupied by the Navy Yard waa ceded to the
The work was suspended from Aug. 1842, till Oct. 1844. The
main chamber is 286 feet long by 35 foet wide at the botbim,
General Government by the State in 1807.
3 The site for the dry dock was fixed by Col. Baldwin, In 1826;
and 307 feet long by 98 feet wide at the top. Depth, 36 feet.
but efficient work waa not commenced until 1841. It was subse- The masonry foundations are 400 by 120 feet, upon piles driven
2

the charge of several engineers, as
quently prosecuted under
follows
Prof.

:

—

Edward H. Courtenay

Aug. 1, 1842
Gen. William Gibbs McNeil
1,

;

Aug.

1, 1841,

to

$35,264.25
;

Oct. 10, 1844, to

1845

W P.AprilSatiger

April 1,1845, to Juno 23, 1846..
Wm.J.McAlpine; June 23.1846, to Oct.l,lS49.
<}«n. Chas. B. Stuart ; Oct. 1,1849, to Aug. 30, 1851
S.

;

Total cost

114,671.83
115,9.51.81

f,114,311.09
732,974.63
$-2,113,173.61

40 feet into the earth. It is emptied by steam pumps in 4^hours. Stuart's Nai'al Dry Docks of the IT. S.
* This
building is faced with white marble and presents a
fine architectural appearance. The average number of inmates
is about 50.
6 This
laboratory has been gradually formed within the last
10 years, and is said to be the only institution of the kind owned
by any Government. The chemical and mechanical arranf^ements are extremely well adapted to their u.se.

—
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brought 7§ mi. in an open canal and 4f mi. in a brick conduit, tlience pumped
ft. above tide, and thence distributed in iron pipes throughout
The conduit has a capacity of 40,000,000 gallons per day, and the jxnups can raiso
the city.
10,000,000 gal. per day. The reservoir is 20 feet deep, and has a capacity of 107,000,000 gals.
The -whole cost of the work is estimated at §4,200,000.^ The Fire Departments of the Eastern
and Western Districts are separately organized under special acts.^ The city is supplied with gas
field

Creeks.

It is

into a reservoir on Cypress Hill, 170

by 3 companies.
The City Park, between Park and Flushing Avenues and Navy and Park Sts., contains 7 acres;
Wasliington Park, between Myrtle and De Kalb Avenues and Cumberland and Canton Sts., conIn the newly surveyed
It occupies the site of Fort Green of the Revolution.
tains 33 acres.
sections several sites for parks have been reserved by the city.
The City Armory, at the corner of Henry and Cranberry Sts., was erected in 1858, at a cost of
$14,000. A State Arsenal, on Portland Ave. was built in 1856, at a cost of $40,000.
The City Hall, situated at the junction of Fulton and Court Sts., is a fine building, faced with
white marble.^ Besides these, there are in the city 9 banks of discount, 5 savings' banks, and 10
stock

fire

insurance companies.

The Public Schools are under the charge of a board of education, consisting of 45 members.
The city contains 32 school districts; and in 1857 there were employed 320 teachers, 27 males and
293 females. The whole number of children between 4 and 21 years of age is 46,000, of whom
The total expenses of
35,817, or 78 per cent., attended school during some portion of the year.
the schools for 1857 was $231,474.01. A normal school for the professional instruction of teachers

—

has been established.
The Packer Collegiate
of the City Hall.

was changed March
$65,000.

An

Institute, for

girls,

occupies an elegant building upon Joralemon

St.,

w.

Its name
incorp. May 8, 1845, as the "Brooklyn Female Academy."
S. Packer, who endowed the institution with
19, 1853, in honor of Mrs.

It

was

Wm.

astronomical observatory

is

connected with

it.*

The Brooklyn Collegiate and Polytechnic Institute, for boys, on Livingston St., was incorp. Api-il
It was established by a stock company, with a capital of $75,000, and has accommoda7, 1854.
tions for 450 pupils.
Besides these, there are in the city 100 private schools and seminaries,
several of

which are large

institutions,

with corps of professors and with permanent investments.

The aggregate number of pupils in attendance at the
The Brooklyn Institute was incorp. Nov. 20, 1824.

schools

is

2,600.

a commodious building on Washhas a free library, provides free lectures and lessons
in drawing and painting for apprentices, and its rooms are depositories for books, maps, models,

ington

St.,

Uie gift of Augustus Graham.

It occupies

It

and drawing apparatus.
The Brooklyn Athenceum, and Reading Room, on the corner of Atlantic and Clinton

Sts.,

was

It occupies a large three story edifice, erected at a cost of $60,000.
The
incorp. Jan. 28, 1852.
first story is used for mercantile purposes, the second for a library and reading room, and the third

for public lectures.

The Law Library in Brooklyn, incorp. Jan. 8, 1850, is located at 341 Fulton St.
The Naval Lyceum, within the Navy Yard, was established in 1833 by ofScers of the navy.
has a fine library and museum.
The Kings County Lodge Library Association, at Williamsburgh, was incorp. Feb. 7, 1847.

It

Among the societies for intellectual improvement are the Hamilton Library Association, founded
in 1830; the Franklin Debating Association, in 1852; the Young Men's Association, in 1853; the
St. Charles Institute, in 1854; the Fccleston Literary Association, in 1854; and the Columbia Literary Association, in 1855. The Great Northwestern Zephyr Association, designed to encourage
native talent in music, painting, and sculpture, was organized in 1838. The Philharmonic Society
1 This
great work is just completed. Until a very recent date
the city has depended upon wells and cisterns for its supply of
water. There were 122 public cisterns in the city; hut all the
supplies were entirely inadequate to the demand for water. The
first agitation for a better supply of water commenced in 1835
but nothing was accomplished until 1847, wlien a report was
made recommending the building of reservoirs to bo supplied
from wells. In 1849, W. J. McAlpine submitted a plan for obtaining a supply from the streams flowing into Jamaica JBay.
Tho question of prosecuting this work at public expense was
repeatedly voted down. Several private cnmpanies caused surveys to be made, and one of them acquired titles to the streams
in question; and June 4, 1856. the Common Council subscribed
$1..300,000 to the stock of the Nassau Water Company. The
work woa commenced July 31, 1856, under the charge of James

P. Kirkwood, Chief Engineer. Feb. 11. 1857, the rights of tha
Nassau Company were vested in the city. The works were coin
pleted in May, 1859. It is contemplated erecting another reser
voir upon Prospect Hill.
2 The Fire
Department of the Western District, under the care
of 5 commissioners, has 7 fire districts, 22 engines, 4 hook and
ladder companies, 7 hose companies, and 10 alarm bells. Tha
Fire Department of the Eastern District has 6 fire districts, 13

;

hook and ladder companies, 4 hose companies, and
2 alarm bells.
8 This
building contains the city and most of the co. offices.
It was commenced in 1836 but work was suspended in 1837
and was not resumed until 1846. It was completed in 1848, in
a style much less costly than that of the original design.
* See
pp. 747, 748.
engines, 3

;

2^

KINGS COUNTY,

370

encouragement of music, was incorp. May 6, 1857. The Brooklyn Eortiwas incorp. April 9, 1854, and holds annual fairs. The Hunt Horticultural and
Botanical Garden was incorporated April 9, 1855, with a capital of $150,000. It has a garden of

of Brooldyn,

for the

cultural Society

16 acres.
St. near De Kalb Avenue, was
incorp. May 8, 1845.
were opened April 28, 1852. It is supported by voluntary contributions and
The Brooklyn City Dispensary, located at 109 Pineapple St., was
legislative appropriations.
It is supported in the same manner as the hospital.
The Brooklyn Disincorp. March 5, 1850.

Ine Brooklyn City Hospital, on Raymond

Its present buildings

It is supported by private subSt., was incorp. Dec. 3, 1852.
The Williamsburg Dispensary, on the corner of 5th and South Sts., was incorp. March
2,221 persons received medical treatment at the institution in 1857. It is supported by
4, 1851
The Brooklyn Central Dispensary, 473 Fulton St., was incorp. Dec. 11,
private contributions.
1855. The Brooklyn German General Dispensary is located at 145 Court St.
The Brooklyn Eye
and Ear Infirmary, 109 Pineapple St., was incorp. March 27, 1851.
The Orphan Asylum Society was incorp. May 6, 1834. The institution is situated upon a fine
site on Cumberland St. near Myrtle Avenue.
The Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum of Brooklyn was incorp. May 6, 1834. The asylum for

pensary, (Homeopathic,) 83 Court
scriptions.
;

boys is located at the corner of Clinton and Congress Sts., and the asylum for girls upon Congress
The former has 120 inmates, and the latter 250. The girls are under the
St. near Clinton.
charge of the Sisters of Charity. The support of these institutions is principally derived from the
income of a large property bequeathed by Cornelius Ileeney and under the charge of the Brooklyn Benevolent Society.^
The Brooklyn Association for Improving the Condition of the Poor was formed March 26, 1844.
It numbers about 180 visitors, whose duty it is to investigate the condition of the poor in every
part of the city, afford such temporary relief in the way of food and clothing as the cases may
warrant, and to refer the needy to the appropriate sources for permanent relief. This association
The Brooklyn Benevolent Society, founded upon a bequest
distributes $6,000 to $7,000 per year.
It is managed by 11 trustees, of whom the
of Cornelius Heeney, was incorp. in May, 1845.
of
are
Y.
and
the
ex officio members.
Its funds are principally
of
N.
Brooklyn
Mayor
Archbishop
devoted to the support of various Catholic charities. The Brooklyn Society for the Relief of
Respectable and Indigent Females, incorp. in 1851, was founded by John B. Graham, who erected

a fine edifice, corner of Washington and

De Kalb

Sts., as

a

home

for the unfortunates

named

in

from private subscriptions. The Children's Aid Society was organThe Brooklyn Industrial School Association, under the
ized in Feb. 1854, as an industrial school.
the

title.

It derives its support

It has established
n:.anagement of ladies of the several churches, was incorp. April 4, 1854.
schools in different parts of the city for girls who do not attend the public schools, and who are

The Brooklyn Female Employment Society, an association
entirely deprived of moral training.
of ladies to furnish employment to respectable females who may be reduced to want, was incorp.
April 19, 1854. Its office and salesroom is at 65 Court St. The Church Charity Association for
the relief of the aged, sick, and indigent was incorp. in March, 1851. It is under the patronage
of the Prot. E. Church.
The churches of Brooklyn are justly celebrated for their general elegance and beauty of architectural design. Large numbers of people doing business in New York reside in Brooklyn; and
this has led to the erection of so great a number of churches that the city has been denominated the

"

city of churches."

In 1858 there were 139 churches in the

are various religious and charitable societies.^

1 Tne other benevolent Catholic societies in the
city are as
St. James's School, Jay St., with 500 pupils under the
Brothers of Christian Schools, and 450 pupils under the Sisters
ot Mercy; St. PatU's Female Scfrnol, with 400 pupils, under the
St. Peter's and PauVs School, with 300 girls,
Sisters of Charity
ander the Sisters of St. Joseph St. Mary Star of the Sea, with 300
Convent and
School
girls, uuder the Sisters of Charity
attached to the Church of the Holy Trinity; Condent and
Boaruing Academy oi the Sisters of St. Joseph; Convent and
Academy of the Visitation; St. Francis of Assisi's Convent
of Sislei-s of Mercy and Nuns of the Order of Si. Dominic. The
R. C. Beneficial Society of St. Peter's and St. PauCs Church
was incorp. June 15, 1858, to sustain a Sunday school and library,
and support the sicli and bury the dead. Free schools are connected with all the churches except that of St. Charles.
s 25 Prot.
E., 22 M. E., 17 Presb., 15 Ref Prot. D., 15 R. C, 15
Bap., 10 Cong., and 20 consisting of Covenanters, Asso. Presb.,
As8o. Ref. Presb., Unita., Univ., Ger. Evang., Moravian, Friends,
jQd. Cong., lud. Metb., and Jew.

follows

:

—

;

;

;

RmaU

city.^

Connected with these churches
Fellows, and Sons of Tem-

The Freemasons, Odd

8 The
following is a list of the principal of these
the dates of their formation
The Brooklyn City Tract Society
The Brooklyn Bible Society
The Prot. Benevolent and Library Association
:

The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

—

societies,

with

1830
1841
1844
1845
Williamsburgh Bible Society
June 16, 1849
Navy Mission S.S. Association
1850
Brooklyn Female Bible Society
Benev. Asso. of the Ch. of the Holy Trinity.... May 10, 1850
Feb. 3, 1853
Warren Street Mission
March, 1853
Williamsburgh City Mission Society
Dec.
1853
Brooklyn Y. M. Chris. Association
Jan. 23, 1854
Mission
Mount Prospect
Society
Mar. 16,1864
Hope Mission School
Sept. 12, 1854
Brooklyn Sunday-School Union
Brotherhood of the Prot. E. Churches
Sept. 21, 1854
Dec.
Howard Benev. Society (Unita.)
, 1854
Convocation for Church Extensiou (Prot. E.).. June 25, 1864
Mar. 16, 1858
VanderbUt Av. Mission S. S

—

—

,
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for mutual
porance all have lodges in the city; and besides these arc numerous societies
and protection.^
Greenwood Cemetery, upon the s. line, is mostly within the limits of the city. It is owned by a
It comprises an area of 400 acres, beautifully located
joint stock company, incorp. April 18, 1838.
upon the elevated and broken ground e. of Gowanus Bay. The grounds were purchased, and
opened for burial in 1842; and up to Aug. 1858, 64,000 burials had been made. It is one of the
oldest and most beautiful of the rural cemeteries connected with the great cities in this country.
The grounds are laid out with taste and many of the sculptured monuments are costly and
relief

;

beautiful specimens of art.

The Cemetery of the Evergreens, \npon the e. line, is partly in Queens co. It is beautifully located
upon a bluff, affording fine views of New York, the bay, the ocean, and the surrounding country. It
was opened for interment in 1849.
The Friends' Cemetery lies near the city line, n. of Greenwood. It has a fine location but, in
accordance with the principles of the sect, no ornamental monuments are allowed to be erected in it.
The Citizens' Union Cemetery, incorp. in 1851, contains an area of 29 acres. The trustees allow
the burial of persons of color and of the poor for no charge except that of opening and closing
;

the ground.

The first settlements were made under the Dutch Government, in 1625, by several families of
French Protestants from near the river Waal, in Netherlands, who located near Wallabout Bay.
"
"
They named their settlement Walloons," and the bay Walloons Boght," from which is derived
Little progress was made in settlement for many years and no
its present name Wallabout.^
governmental organization was effected under the Dutch. Up to the commencement of the present
century the population was principally confined to several little hamlets scattered over the terriSince 1840 the increase of population and the growth of the city
tory now embraced in the city.
have been very rapid, scarcely paralleled by the magical growth of the cities of the West.* Although
possessing a separate municipal government, in all its business and interests it forms an integral
part of the city of New York. In the summer of 1776, New York and vicinity became the theater
After the British had evacuated Boston, Washington marched immeof stirring military events.
to
New
York,
believing that the enemy would make this the next point of attack. Every
diately
effort was made to construct and strengthen the militaiy defenses of the place.
Strong works
were erected in Brooklyn and other points upon Long Island, and large bodies of troops were
posted there to defend them. The British arrived, and landed their troops upon Staten Island
July 8 and on the 22d of Aug. they passed over to Long Island, to the number of 10,000 strong.
They landed in New Utrecht, whence three roads led over the hills to where the Americans were
encamped. One of these roads passed near the Narrows, the next led from Flatbush, and the third
;

;

by the route of Flatlands. It was the design of Gen. Putnam, who commanded
the American forces, to arrest the enemy upon the heights and the appearance of columns of
troops early on the morning of the 27th on the middle road led to the belief that the main attack
far to the right

;

be made at that point. While intent upon this movement, it was found that the main army
enemy were approaching from the direction of Bedford, and that there was imminent danger
of being surrounded by them. Attacked in front and rear, the Americans fought with bravery
but a part only succeeded in gaining their entrenchments. The loss of the Americans was more

was

to

of the

;

Gens. Sullivan.
killed, wounded, and prisoners; and of the enemy, less than 400.
and Woodhull were taken prisoners, the last named of whom died from wounds inflict(/d
The Americans withdrew to New York early on the 30th, under the personal
after his surrender.
direction of Gen. Washington.* The American prisoners taken at this battle, and those taken
afterward during the war, were confined in the hulks of old ships anchored in Wallabout Bay,

than 3,000 in

—

Stirling,

—

1 The
following is a list of these societies
The Erin Fraternal Benev. Society
The Emerald Benev. Society
The Emmet Benev. Society
The Shamrock Benev. Society
The Laborers' Union Benev. Soc. of Williamsburgh
The Laborers' Union Benev. Society
:

—

ForiMd 1835
1839
May 8,1848
May 5, 1848
April 17, 1850
Jan. 30,18.51

Williamsburgh Mat. Ben. Soc. of Operative Masons .June 14, 18,53
"
Laborers' Union Benev. Society
May 13,1853
Dec. 27, 1854
Operative Pla.sterers' Benev. Society
Society for Visitinfr the Sick and Burying the Dead Oct. 13, 1855
Ancient Order of Hibernians
July 18, 1856
United Brethren
Aug. 8, 1856
Feb. 17, 1858
Association
Sick
Washington
Supporting
*
Among these settlers were families named De Kapalje, Le
Escuyer, Duryee, Le Sillier Cershon, Conseiller, and Murserol.
Benson's Memoir, p. 18. Sarah De Kapalje born here on the

—

—

7th of June, 1625 was the first white child born on the island
She received 20 morgens of land from Peter Minuet, the Dutch
Governor. A tide mill was built at the head of Wallabout Bay
at an early period. (A morgen of land is about 2 acres.)
8 The
following table shows the increase of population of the
whole territory included within the city since 1790 :1790
1830
17.01-4
2,143
1800
3,034
1835
27,854
1810
1840
5,200
42,622
1815
1845..
4.564
!,76»
1820
8.105
18.50
130,757
1825
1855
205,250
11,749
* A
heavy fog very unusual for the time of year completely

—

—

enslirouded the island, and under its protection the Americana
silently passed over to the N. Y. side. The British did not discover the movement until the rearguard of the Americana weie
beyond the reach of pursuit. Onderdonk's Rev. Inc.

—
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where they perished by hundreds and thousands from violence, cold, foul air, and stinted food.*
During the War of 1812 a considerable amount of voluntary laloor was expended in erecting a line
of fortifications around the city, and bodies of troopa were stationed there to protect the people.

FliATBlJSII^
Gov. Nicoll, Oct.

—was chartered

by Gov. Stuyvesant in 1652, and its rights were confirmed hv
and by Gov. Dongan, Nov. 20, 1685.^ It was recognized by the State
1788.
New Lots was taken off in 1852. It is the central town in the co..

11, 1667,

Government March

7,

A

low, broad range of hills extends along the n. border,
lying immediately s. of Brooklyn.
occupying nearly one-fourth of its surface. The remainder of the town is level. The soil is light

and sandy, but productive.
Flatbusb (p. v.) is a long, scattered village, extending through
the center of the town.
It contains 4 churches,* the Erasmus Hall Academy,* and many elegant

A part

dwellings. Greenfield is a thinly settled village plat in the s. w. corner of the town.
of Greenwood Cemetery lies in the n. w. corner. Calvary Cemetery lies e. of the village.
first

settlement

was made by the Dutch

at

an early

The

period.

—

FliATLiAIVDS^ was incorp. by patent under Gov. Nicoll, Oct. 4, 1667, confirmed by Gov.
Dongan, March 11, 1685,' and recognized by the State Government March 7, 1788. It is the
s. E. town in the co.
The surface is very flat, as indicated by the name and a considerable portion
consists of salt marshes bordering upon Jamaica Bay.^ Several small, marshy islands belong to
the town.® Flatlands (p. o.) is a farming settlement. Canarsie"' (p. o.) is a hamlet, upon
;

the road leading to the bay. The first settlement was made by the Dutch, in 1636. Ex-Gov. Wouter
Van Twiller had a tobacco farm in this town while it was under Dutch rule. There are 3 churches
iu

town

;

2 M. E. and Kef. Prot. D.

GRAVESEMD"— was granted to English settlers, by patent under Gov.

Keift, Dec. 19, 1645,

and confirmed by Gov. Nicoll, Aug. 13, 1667, and by Gov. Dongan, Sept. 10, 1686.^^ It was
recognized as a town March 7, 1788. It is the most southerly town in the co. The surface is
generally very level. A beach and ridge of sand hills extend along the coast, and in the rear of
these are extensive salt meadows.
Coney Island is separated from the mainland by a narrow
through the marshes.'^ Gravesend, (p. v.,) near the center, is compactly
and was formerly fortified with palisades. It was the county seat prior to 1686.^* UnionVille is a small settlement on the bay, near the w. line. The Cove is a settlement on Sheeps
Head Bay. This town was settled before 1640, by English Quakers, from Mass. Lady Deborah
Moody a woman of rank, education, and wealth was a prominent person in this enterprise.
The liberal terms of their first grant were not fully regarded by the Dutch; but the prudence and
firmness of Lady Moody eventually secured a good degree of respect and a more indulgent
In 1655 the settlement was saved from destruction by North River Indiana
policy toward them.
by a guard from the city. In 1656 the people petitioned for and obtained 3 big guns for their
In 1659 the town agreed to give Henry Brazier 500 gilders for building a mill, and
protection.

tidal current flowing
built,

—

—

1 The first
prison ship was the Whitby but this and another
were burned, and, in April, 1778, the Jersey became the receiving
ship for prisoners. The Hope and the Falmouth, anchored near
by, were the hospital sliips and upon these mostof the deaths oc-

I

;

;

curred. It is reported that 11,500 prisoners died upon these ships
during the war. The per.sistent barbarity and cold-hearted inhumanity practiced by the British toward these prisoners finds
no parallel in the history of civilized nations; and the horrible sufferings of the prisoners in their foul dungeons, reeking
with filth, disease, and the air of the charnel house carried
through months and years, completely cast into the shade the
lesser horrors of the Middle Passage, or of the Black Hole of Calcutta. The graves of these martyrs of freedom were uncovered
while grading for the Navy Yard, in 1808. Twenty hogsheads
of bones were collected, deposited in 13 coflins, representing the
13 original States, and. May 26, 1808, they were buried upon
Hutlson Avenue, near the Navy Yard, under the auspices of the
Tammany Society. The land upon which they were interred was
given for that purpose by John Jackson. Several years since,
Benj. Romaine inclosed the remains in a vault: and, April 11,
1851. an association was incorp. for collecting funds to build a
monument. Onderdc/iik's Hist. Prison Ships.
2 Named '^Midwoid'' (Mid wood) by the Dutch.
3 In the first
patent, Jan Snedecor, Arent Van Hatten, Johannes Megapolensis, and others, were named as grantees; and
in the second, Kev. J. Megapolensis, Cornelius Van Ruyven, J. P.
Adrien Uegeman, Jan Snedecor, Jan Stryker. Frans Barents,
and Cornelius Janse Bougart were
(pastor,) Jacob Stryker,

—

—

—

patentees. Patents, IV, 48, 51.
4 Ref. Prot. D.,
(formed in 1654,) M. E., Prot. B., and R. C«
5 This
institution, incorp. Nov. 17, 1787, was the first one chartered by the regents.
* Called ''New AmesforV by the Dutch, from a place in Holland.

The patentees named

in the first instrument

were Elbert

Wm.

Elberts, Govert Lockermans, Roeliffe Martens, PieterClaes,
Garrits, Thos. Hillebrants, Stephen Coertsen, and Coert Stevens ;
and those in the second were E. Elberts, R. Martens, Pieter

Wm. Garretsen, Coert Stevens, Lucas Stevensen, and
The annual quitrent was 14 bushels of wheat.
These marshes and flat lands produce large quantities of

Classen,

John TeunSssen.
8

hay.
8 The
principal of these are Bergen Island, on the bay, and
Barren Island, upon the coast. Upon the latter island is a largo
bone boiling establishment, to which place are removed all the
dead animals from New York. The business is very extensive,
and large quantities of hides, fat, bones, hair, and manure are
annually produced.
10 Named from a tribe of Indians that
formerly ocenpied this

region.
II Named from the
English town of this name, or from the
deep sounds on the shore. Thompson's Hist, II, 169.
12 The
grantees named in the first patent were Lady Deborah
Moody, Sir Hejiry Moody, Bart., Ensign Geo. Baxter, and Sergt.
James Hubbard; those in the second were Thos. Delavall, Jas.
Hubbard, Wm. Bound, 8r.,Wm.Goulding, and John Tilton; and
those in the third were James Hubbard, John Tilton, jr., Wm.
Goulder, Nicholas Stillwell, and Jocham Guilock. The quitrent
was 6 bushels of wheat.
13
''Com/sis Island," from a family of that name. It is a favorite summer resort.
A fine shell road and bridge connect it with
the mainland. It embraces 60 acres of arable land, and about
half a dozen families winter there.
1* The
into 39 lots
village plat embraced 10 acres, subdivided
for houses and gardens. A street surrounded this plat. The
land around was laid out in lots diverging from the central

—

nucleus.
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man

a day's work, with a team, or 2 days -without, in building a dam. The first church
every
Besides this, there are in town 2 M. E. churches.
{Eef. Prot. D.) was formed in 1655.

HfEW L.OTS1—was

formed from Flatbush, Feb.

12, 1852. It lies in the extreme e. part of the
half being occupied by extensive salt meadows. Eatst
IVew
It con(p-v.) is a prospective city of "magnificent distances" near the N. line.'''
tains a newspaper ofiSce, 4 churches, a manufactory of dyestufFs and colors, several shoe manuIts surface is generally level, the

CO.

s.

York

and 1,000 inhabitants. Cypress Oills is a newly surveyed village near the n. e.
The Cypress Hills Cemetery, Cemetery of the Evergreens, and Cemetery of the CongreThe first settlement was made by about
gation of Emanuel (Jewish) are partly in this town.
factories,

corner.

20 families from Holland and a few Palatinates, in 1654. In 1060 the portions of lands previously
held in common were divided into lots and assigned to individuals. During the same year a horsemill was erected. For many years the deacons of the church were chosen overseers of the
detachpoor, and from 1799 to 1812 the schools were under the direction of church officers.

A

ment

of 1,200 militia was stationed here in the
British.
There are 5 churches in town.'

»fE"W UTRECHT—was
and by Gov. Dongan, May

incorp.

13, 1680.*

War

of 1812, in anticipation of an attack

by the

by Gov. Stuyvesant in 1662, by Gov. Nicoll, Aug. 15, 1668,
was recognized as a town March 7, 1788. It lies upon the

It

Narrows, in the w. part of the co. A range of low hills extends across the n. border, and the remaining part of the surface is level. The soil is a light, sandy loam, but for the most part is highly
cultivated. Hfcw Utrecht, (p. v.,) in the s. part, is a small, compact village.
In ancient times
it was inclosed by a palisade as a defense against Indians and pirates.
Fort Ilaiuilton,
S. grounds, is a fine village, chiefly inhabited by persons doing business in New
a place of summer resort on Gravesend Bay.
Ridg-e is a suburban village adjoining Brooklyn. Fort Hamilton is a U. S. fortification upon the bluff commanding tho
passage of the Narrows.* Fort La Fayette is a strong water battery built upon Hendricks Reef, 200

(p.v.,)

York.

near the U.

Batb

Bay

is

yards from the shore.®

There are 6 churches in

town.''

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools,
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Kings County.
Valuation op 1858.

Acres op Land.

55"

I

I
Broiklyn
Flatbush
Flatlands

Gravesend

New Lots
New Utrecht.

,

.

Total.,

Names op Towns.

Brooklyn
Flatbush
Flatlands

Gravesend

New Lots
New Utrecht.,
Total.,

Schools.

Population.
s

Names of Towns.

1,652A
2,616
3.235^
2,506
1,862
3,999i
15,871i

e

179

B,iH

I

1,124.142
563,351
544,241
746,915
1.573,067

5.5941

92.688,497

I

I

^

s

=

97,129 108.121 22,573 41,438 10,887
266
162
808
1.559
1,721
699
232
172
879
258
200
664
592
226
127
335
444
285
1.080
1,181
364
459
239
1,295
1,4.35

47,500

11.608.069 104.296.566ni02,S47lll3.508 23.970 43.133 11.872

94 50,772

$88,1.36,781 $10,338,494 $98,475,275

695
983A
591

1,950

I

El

OS

l,190i

Live

510.000
150.625
124,850
182,800
301.400

1.634.142

713,876
669.091
929.715
1,874.467

578
673
388
817
816

LEWIS COUNTY.
This county was formed from Oneida, March 28, 1805, and named
Morgan Lewis. Slight changes were made in the
boundary on the erection of Pinckney, in 1808, and of Wilna, in
1813. It lies mostly within the valley of Black River, n. of the
center of the State. It is centrally distant 116 mi. from Albany,
and contains 1,288 sq. mi. Its surface consists of the broad intervales which extend along the course of Black River, and uplands
which rise upon the e. and w. The eastern half rises gradually to
the E. border of the co., where it attains an elevation of about 1400
feet above tide.
This part of the co. forms a portion of the great
wilderness of Northern N. Y. The surface in many places is broken
by low ridges or isolated masses of naked gneiss. The streams
in honor of Gov.

generally flow over rocky beds, and in places through wild ravines. The soil is a light, yellow,
sandy loam and unprofitable for cultivation. In the eastern forests are great numbers of picturesque
lakes,

many

of

which are scarcely known except

to hunters

and fishermen.

The streams flowing

from the plateau are generally rapid, furnishing an abundance of water power. ^ Magnetic iron
ore has been found interstratified with gneiss and red specular ore on the n. e. border of the co.,
and along the margins of the streams is an abundance of iron sand. At the junction of the gneiss

and white limestone in Diana are a great number of interesting minerals.'^
The w. side rises from the valley of Black River by a series of terraces to near the center of the
w. half of the co., whence it spreads out toward Lake Ontario. These terraces are occasionally
broken by oblique valleys from the n. w. The summit is 1500 to 1700 feet above tide. The intervale along the river, and the banks which immediately border upon it, are underlaid by Black
River limestone. Next above this, in an irregular terrace, rises the Trenton limestone, 300 feet
thick in the n. part of the co. and gradually diminishing toward the s. This limestone is very
compact and strongly resists the action of the elements. In many places it presents the face of
steep declivities approaching the perpendicular, and the streams from the w. plateau generally flow
over this formation in a single perpendicular fall. This rock underlies an extremely fertile and
nearly level tract of 1 to 3 mi. wide. Above it, on the w., the strata of the Utica slate and Lorraine
shales rise about 500 feet higher, and from the summit the surface spreads out into a nearly level
region, with its waters flowing both toward the e. and w.' This range in Lewis co. is known as
Tug Hill. The soil in the limestone region is sometimes thin, but is everywhere productive. Near
the foot of Tug Hill is a strip of stifi" clay a few rods vnde, extending the whole length of the co.,
and marked by a line of springs and swamps. The soil upon the slate is deep and well adapted
to grazing, but, from its great elevation, it is liable to late and early frosts.
Upon the summit of
the slate table lands are extensive swamps, which give rise to streams flowing into Black River,
Lake Ontario, Oneida Lake, and the Mohawk. Drift deposits are scattered promiscuously, and
sometimes lie at a great depth, more particularly upon the northerly sides of the oblique valleys
before mentioned.

The streams which rise on the summit of Tug Hill in many places flow through ancient beaver
meadows, and upon the brow of the hill they have invariably worn deep ravines into the slates and
shales, in some instances 3 or 4 mi. in length and 100 to 300 feet deep.
Chimney Point and
Whetstone Gulf, in Martinsburgh, are localities of this kind. There are but few ravines in. the limestone terraces, though the Deer River Falls, near Copenhagen, are in a gorge worn in this rock. A
thin layer of Potsdam sandstone rests immediately upon the gneiss in Martinsburgh. Waterlime
of excellent quality has been made from the lower strata of Black River limestone, and veins of lead
ore have been worked in the upper part of the Trenton limestone in Martinsburgh and Lowville.*

The

outline of the hills readily indicates the character of the underlying rocks.'

* About the
The water of these streams is discolored by organic matter,
year 1828 a silver mine was announced as dismanganese, and iron, and imparts to Black River the color covered near I/jwrille; and in 1837 a lead mine was somewhat
which has given it its name.
extensively wrought 1 mi. N. w. of Martinsburgh Village, and
More recently a
2 Zircon,
sphene. tabular spar, pyroxene, nnttallite, blue cal- several tons of lead were made at a great loss.
cite. bripht crystallized iron pyrites, Rensselaerite, and coccolite company of speculators have bought the premises; but work
will
not
be.
Black oxyd
has
and
Natural
not
near
the
"been
found
are
Bridge.
resumed,
probably
the summit of
8 The
highest part of this range is said to be on Lot 50, in High of manganese has been found in swamps upon
On
a
clear
the
hills
of
of
tide.
w.
above
in
the
8.
is
1700
fe«t
and
Martinsburgh.
Hill,
day
Market,
Tug
part
6 In the
Madison co. can be seen from this place.
primary region the upheavals retain their original
1
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The s. w. part of the co. is drained by Fish Creek and its branches, and the headwaters of the
Mohawk. Sahnon River rises upon the w. border, and the Oswegatchie and Indian' Rivers take
The principal tributaries of Black River are Moose'* and Beaver Rivers,'
their rise in the N. E.
Independence, and Fish Creeks, and Fall Brook, on the e. and Sugar River, Mill, Houses,
and Whetstone Creeks, Roaring Brook, Lowville Creek, and Deer River* upon the w. Several
Otter,*

;

mineral springs are found within the co.^ Spring grains are readily cultivated but this co. is
particularly adapted to pasturage, dairying forming the principal pursuit of the people. Droughts
seldom occur; but the uplands are noted for their deep snows. Within a few years, several exton;

Bive establishments have been erected upon Black, Moose, Beaver, and Deer Rivers, for the manufacture of leather, paper, lumber, and articles of wood. Two furnaces for the manufacture of ii'on
from the ore are located near the n. border.

The county seat is located at Martinsburgh. A wooden courthouse and jail were built here in 1810upon a site given by Gen. Martin.'' The present clerk's oflBce was erected by citizens of Martinsburgh in 1847. Active efforts were made at an early day, and renewed in 1852, to obtain the
removal of the co. seat to Lowville, and a fine edifice was built at that place for the courts, in the
hope of securing their removal. The co. poorhouse is located upon a farm of 59 acres 1 mi. w. of
Lowville. The average number of inmates is about 90. The institution is well managed in regard
The only internal improvement in the co. is
to economy, neatness, and the health of the inmates.
11,

the Black River Canal, connecting Black River below Lyons Falls with the Erie Canal at Roine.*
From Lyons Falls the river is navigated to Carthage, a distance of 42^ mi., by small steamers.
Three newspapers are now published in the co.'

This

CO. is entirely

within Macomb's Purchase, and includes a part of Great Tract No. IV.,***
'^
and a small
Tract,'^ the Brantingham Tract,
river: and 4 of the "Eleven Towns,"'^ 5 of the

most of the Chassanis Purchase," Watson's West
part of John Brown's Tract," on the e. side of the
Thirteen

The

Towns

of the Boylston Tract,'® Constable's Five

first settlers

came from

New

England and

forms without change; the limestone terraces rise by steep
and the slate and shale hills exslopes to their level summit
hibit the yielding character of the rocks which compose them,
by their rounded outline and the gorges which every spring
torrent has worn upon their sides.
1 Called
by the Indians 0-je'quack, Nut River.
* Indian name Te-ka'hun-di-an'do,
clearing an opening.
* Indian name
Ne-ha-sa/ne, crossing on a stick of timber.
< Indian name
Da-ween-net, the otter.
6 Indian name
Ga^ne/ga-to'do, corn pounder.
* The
largest of these arises from the limestone in Lowville,
near the line of Harrisburgh. Others rise from the slate upon
Tug Uill. All of them emit sulphuretted hydrogen gaa, and
some have been used for medicinal purposes.
' The CO. seat was located
by the same commissioners that
were appointed for Jefferson co. Benj. Van Vleeck, Daniel
Kelly, and Jonathan Collins, by act of 1811, were appointed to
superintend the completion of these buildings. The first co.
of&cers were Daniel Kelly, First Judge; Jonathan Collins, Judah
Barnes, and Solomon King, Judges; Lewis Graves and Asa
Brayton, Asst. Justices; Asa Lord, Coroner; Chillus Doty,
Sheriff; Richard Coxe, Clerk; and Isaac W. Bostwick,' ,Sm?to;

Towns," and Inman's Triangle'^ on the w.
Leyden in 1794. The fame of the

settled at

by H. R. Lahe. It was removed to Martinsburgh in
1849 and discontinued a few weeks after.
The Dollar Weekly Northern Blade was started at Constabl&ville in 1854.
It was changed to
The News Register in April, 1857, by Merrill & Cook, its publishers, and was afterward removed to Carthage.
1" This tract was
bought by the Antwerp Company, and embraced an area of 460,960 acres. Seep. 353.
11 This tract was
purchased by Pierre Chassanis in 1792, and
was supposed to contain 600,000 acres. Upon a survey being
made, it was found that the tract fell far short of this and a
new agreement was made, April 2, 1793, for 210,000 acres. A
narrow strip of this tract extended along the E. side of the river
;

High Falls. The settlers of this tract were principally refugees of the French Revolution. Many of them were wealthy,
titled, and highly educated, and, in consequence, were poorly
fitted for the hardships of pioneer life.
Large sums of money
were expended to render the settlement successful, but the
settlers soon after returned to France and the enterprise was
abandoned. Rodolph Tillier was the first agent and in 1800 he

to

;

was superseded by Gouverneur Morris, who appointed Richard
Coxe his agent. The first buildings were erected near the present
residence of Francis Seger.

gate.

The Black River & Utica R.

12 James Watson
R., now finished to Boonville,
purcha-sed 61,433 acres, in 2 tracts, connected
be extended through the Black River Valley.
by a narrow isthmus. The eastern tract is mostly in Herkimer
* The Black River Gazette was established at
Martinsburgh, CO.
1' So called from Thomas H.
March 10, 1807, by James B. Kobbins, and was removed
Brantingham, of the city of Philato Watertown the following year. This was the first delphia, who at one time held the title. It is mostly in Greig,
and contains 74,400 acres.
paper published in the State N. of Utica.
14 This
The Lewis Co. Sentinel was started at Martinsburgh, Oct. 12,
tract, which is popularly regarded as the whole northern wilderness of New York, included 210.000 acres sold by Con1824. by Charles Nichols, and continued 1 year.
stable
to John Julius Angerstein, and afterward conveyed to
Sentinel
in
1828
The Martinsburgh
was commenced
by
John Brown, of Providence, R. I. It was divided into 8 townPearson, and continued until March, 1830.

will probably

THe

IjC-wIs

County Repulillcan was

Martinsburgh, in 1831 or
sold it to Daniel S. Bailey,
It

was removed

established at

who

Co. Gazette

1821,

—

but has since been

3.

Industry.
Enterprise.
Perseverance.

4.

Unanimity.

to Ijowville in 1844,

was started at Lowville, in the spring of
by Lewis G. Hoffman, and continued 2 years.
The Slack Biver Gazette was issued at Lowville, Oct. 19, 1825,
by Wm. L. Easton. It was sold in 1830 to J. M. Farr, by
whom it was continued a year or more.
The Lewis Democrat was started at Lowville, March 25, 1834, by
Le Gr.and Byington, and continued 1 year.
The NortUerit Journal was commenced at Lowville,
Feb. 14, 1838, by A. W. Clark. It ha.s frequently changed
owners, and is now pul>lislipd by Henry A. Phillips.
The Le-vi^ls County Banner was started at Lowville,
Sept. 3, 185fi, by N. B. Sylvester, and is now published
by Henry Allgoever.
The Lewis Co. Democrat was commenced Sept. 22, 1846, at Turin,
Lewis

:

1.

returned to Martinsburgh.
TTie

ships, as follows

'32, by James Wheeler,
its present publisher, in 1837.

2.

5.
6.

Frugality.
Sobriety.

7.

Economy.
Regularity.

It has been said that all these social virtues are needed for
the settlement of this region. The first 4 townships are partly
in Lewis co.
15 Numbers
now Denmark, Pinckney, Harris5, 9. 10, and 11,
burgh, and Lowville.
16 Named from Thos.
Boylston, of Boston, who held the title a
few days. Nos. 3, 4, 8, 9, and 13, now Montague. Osceola, and
parts of Martinsburgh and High Market, are in Lewis co. The
whole tract included 817,155 acres.
1' These towns were
Xenophon, Flora, Lncretia, Pomona, and
Porcia, and now form parts of Lewis. High Market, and Martinsburgh and the whole of Turin and West Turin.
18
Leyden as it existed before Lewis was erected. It included
26,250 acres, forming a perfect triangle.

—
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"Black River country" spread through Mass. and Conn., and within the nest ten years the country
between Tug Hill and the river rapidly filled up with a laborious, intelligent, and enterprising
population. A romantic project of settlement formed by refugees of the French Revolution, in
which Arcadian dreams of rural felicity were to be realized, was abandoned after a short experience of the real hardships of pioneer life. Except an expensive but ineffectual attempt by Brown
toward the close of the last century, little improvement was made e. of the river
and this section has at present less than one-fourth of the population, and a still

to settle his tract,

until about 1820;

A systematic

less proportion of the wealth, of the co.

was

first

made

Much

estate.

in 1840-46, under
of this region

is still

settlement of the extreme w. part
of the Pierrepont

effort at

Seymour Green and Diodate Pease, agents
a wilderness.

CROGHAJf^—was formed from "Watson

and Diana, April 5, 1841, and a part of New Bremen
Black River, in the n. part of the co. The surface has an inclination toward the w. and n., and in the central and e. parts it is broken and hilly.
Oswegatchie
and Indian Rivers rise in the town and flow northerly into Diana and Beaver River forms a portion
of its s. boundary.
In the e. part of the town are several lakes. The soil is light and sandy, and
along the river intervales it is moderately fertile. The town is thinly settled along Black and
Beaver Rivers, but in the N. and e. it is still a wilderness. Crog'listn? (P-O-,) on Beaver River,
and liaumburg',^ (?•<>•>) in the w. part of the town, are small villages. Indian River,
Settlement
(p. 0.,) N. of the center of the town, and Belfort, on Beaver River, are hamlets.
commenced before 1830, under P. S. Stewart, agent for Le Ray. Many of the settlers are French
and Germans. There are 5 churches in tovra.'

was taken

off in 1848.

It lies e. of

;

DEIVMARK.*—was
the N. border of the co.

formed from Harrisburgh, April 3, 1807. It lies w. of Black River, on
descends to Black River on the e. by a succession of irregular

Its surface

Deer River flows through the town, and upon its course are several falls, affording an
abundant water power. The High Falls, one mi. below Copenhagen, descend 160 feet, at an angle
of about 80°, and are celebrated for their picturesque beauty. Kings Fall, 2 mi. below, has a
descent of about 40 feet. The e. part of the town is covered with deep deposits of drift. Near the
mouth of Deer River are extensive flats and Black River is bordered by a cedar swamp. The
soil is very fertile.
Copenhagen,* (p. v.,) on Deer River, in the w. part, contains 3 churches
and several manufactories.^ Pop. 505. Denmark, (p. v.,) in the e. part, contains about 50
houses; and Deer River, (p. v.,) on the river of the same name, 2 mi. from its mouth, 35.''
The first settlement was made in 1800, by Jesse Blodget.^ The census reports 6 churches in tovm.'
terraces.

;

DIAIVA—^was

formed from Watson, April 16, 1830, and a part of Croghan was taken off in
This is the extreme n. e. town in the co. Its surface is level, or gently rolling. In the e.
part are 2 isolated hills, 300 to 500 feet above the surrounding surface. The principal streams are
Oswegatchie and Indian Rivers and their branches. Bonaparte^" and Indian Lakes, in the n. part,
1841.

and Cranberry, Legiers, and Sweets Lakes, in the E., are the principal bodies of water. The greater
part of this town is yet a wilderness. The soil is light and sandy. Iron ore is found in the n. and
E. parts, and coarse, crystalline marble, of a sky-blue tint, on the banks of Indian River, near
Natural Bridge.

ville

12.

Sterlingbuf^b,"

(p. v.,) in

the w. part, contains 15 houses; and

Harris-

Blanchards Settlement (Diana Center p. o.) is in the s. part. Diana is a p. c,

and Alpina^^

is

a hamlet.

There are 2 churches in

GREICr^'—was formed from Watson, April
Feb. 20, 1832.

It is the

s. e.

tovra, (Bap.

and M.

E.,)

but no church

edifice.

Its name was changed
5, 1828, as "BrantingJiam."
corner town of the co. Its surface is rolling in the w., but it ia

broken, rocky, and in some places hilly, in the E. The principal streams, all tributaries of Black
River, are Moose River, Otter, Stony, and Fish Creeks, and Cole and Fall Brooks. The scenery
1

Named

in honor of Col. Geo. Croghan. It is locally pro•'
"
Cro'gan ;" its proper pronunciation is Crawn."
Locally known as the "Prussian Settlement."
Evan. Asso. or Germ. Meth.. Ref. Prot. D., M. E., and 2 R. C.
This town embraces Township No. 5, or Mantua, of the

nonnced
2
3
*

Eleven Towns.
6

Orifjinally called

"

Hungers

Mills,"

from Nathan Monger,

one of the early settlers.
6 About 1830 the manufacture of
cordage was commenced here
on an extensive scale; but it has recently been abandoned.
7 Abel French was the first settler at this
place, and it was
"
originally known as Frenchs Mills."
»
Freedom
were
the
settlers
Wright,
Major J.
Among
early

Crary, Robert Howe, Asa Pierce, Ichabod Parsons, Lewis Graves,
Jonathan Barker, J. Rich, and Andrew Mills.
8
Bap., organized in 1810, Cong., M. E., Univ., and 2 Union.
10
Bonaparte Lake was so called in honor of Joseph Bonaparte,
who built a log house upon its banks, for the accommodation of
himself and friends while upon hunting and fishing excursions,
during his stay at his summer residence at Natural Bridge.
"
11
Formerly called Lmdsburg." It owes its origin to an iron
furnace built here in 1833.
12 An iron furnace was built here in 1847
by Suchard k Farvager. Swiss capitalists, and the place has grown up around it.
13 Named from the late John
Greig, of Canandaigua, who owne«
large tracts of land in the town.
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along Moose River is celebrated for its wildness and beauty. The greater part of the town is yet
a wilderness. In the e. part are several small lakes, which constitute some of the favorite resorts
The soil is principally a light, sandy loam. Iron ore and ocher are found, and near
of fishermen.

Brantingham Lake is a sulphur spring. Lumber, leather, and paper are made, and on Otter Creek
is an extensive match box factory.
L<S'onsdale,' on Moose River, 3 mi. from its mouth, and
Grei? and Brantingliani, near Black River, are p. offices. In 1796 the French, under Rodolph Tillier, settled on the Chassanis Tract, near Black River, below the High Falls.^ The only
church in town (Presb.) was formed in 1807.

HARRISBURGH^—was

formed from Lowville, Champion, (Jefferson co.,) and Mexico,
It
off in 1807, and a part of Pinckney in 1808.
(Oswego CO.,)
Its general inclination
lies upon the slate hills and limestone terraces n. w. of the center of the co.
Its surface is geneis toward the n. e., its s. w. corner being 300 to 500 feet above Black River.
Deer River and its tributaries are the prinrally rolling, but in the s. w. it is moderately hilly.
Feb. 22, 1803.

cipal streams.

and

The

soil is

Denmark was taken

generally a rich loam largely intermixed with disintegrated limestone
in the n. e. part, and Soutll Ilai-risburgli, in the s., are p.

Ilarrisburgli,

slate.

Settlement commenced a short time previous to the

offices.

War of 1812.* The first religious services

were conducted by Elder Amasa Dodge, a Free Will Baptist minister.

There are 4 churches in town.*

HIGH MARKET«—was formed from West Turin, Nov. 11, 1852.
slate region w. of Black River, a little
the s. E. lis surface is rolling in the

s.

of the center of the co.

It lies

upon the elevated

Its general inclination is

toward

but broken and moderately hilly in the n. and w. Its
streams are Fish Creek and its branches, the principal of which are Big and Little Alder Creeks.
The soil is a loam mixed with disintegrated slate, and is best adapted to pasturage. Higb
Market (p.o.) is in the s. e. part of the town. Most of the town is still unsettled. Among the
first settlers

s.,

were Alfred Hovey, L. Fairchild, John Felshaw, Sol. Wells, and Benj. Martin.'
There are no churches in town.

A

large proportion of the people are of Irish nativity.^

1.EWIS'—was
plateau in the

and

Its

hilly.

formed from West Turin and Leyden, Nov. 11, 1852. It lies upon the elevated
co.
Its surface is generally rolling, but in the w. part it is broken
The principal
entire surface is 700 to 1200 feet above the valley of Black River.

s.

angle of the

streams are Fish Creek, the w. branch of the Mohawk, and the w. branch of Salmon River. Most
of the town is yet an uninhabited wilderness. The soil is generally a sandy loam, moderately
fertile and best adapted to grazing.
Owing to the elevation of the town, spring is late, autumn

West

Eeyden, (p. v.,) situated on the headwaters of the Mohawk, in
of
the
contains
about 20 houses. Settlement was commenced about 1800 but
town,
part
the present inhabitants of the town are mostly new comers, of German nativity.^" The first church
and snows deep.

early,

the

e.

;

(Presb.)

was organized

in 1826.

There are now 4 churches in town.^^

L.EYDE]V^2—^a^g formed from Steuben, (Oneida

Brownville (Jefferson
co.,) March 10, 1797.
off in 1802, Boonville (Oneida co.) in 1805, a part of Wilna (Jefferson co.) in 1813,
taken
was
CO.)
Watson in 1821, and a part of Lewis in 1852. It lies on the w. bank of Black River, upon the s
border of the co. Its inclination is toward the e., the w. border being about 500 feet above the
The
Its principal streams are Sugar River and Moose Creek.^'
Its surface is undulating.
river.
Port Eeyden, (p. v.,) on
soil is a fertile loam mixed with disintegrated slate and limestone.

Black River, has a population of 192; Talcottville, (Leyden p.o.,) in the center of the town,
of 50 and Eeyden Hill, in the n. part, of 40. Settlement began in 1794," under the owners
;

1 The first settlement was made in this place by Caleb Lyon, in
1819. He died in 1835, the year before his long cherished project of
a State canal to the Black Kiver was authorized by law. His
Bon. Caleb Lyon of Lyonsdale, has at this place a Gothic villa,
located in the midst of picturesque scenery and adorned with
elegant collections of art.
2 See
page 375.
* Named from Bicbard Harrison, of N. Y., one of the early
The town embraces No. 10, or. Platina, of the
proprietors.
Eleven Towns. See page 353.

*

Named irom the co.
Among the earliest settlers were John Barnes, Medad Dewey,

10

Joel Jenks,

Matthew

Potter, 0.

and

J.

Putnam, and Augustus

Kent.
11

Presb., Bap.,

M.

E.,

and R.

C.

This town, with that part of Lewis which was set off from
forms the tract known as " Inman's Triangle."
Upon Sugar River is a beautiful cascade of about 60 feet
fall in the space of 200 feet
and upon Black River, a little below Port Leyden, are a series of rapids, known as " The Narrows,"
*
Among the early settlers were John and Silas Bush, Amos where the banks are so contracted that a person can jump
across the stream during the dry season.
Buck, Geo. Stoddard, and Thomas and Gilbert Merrills.
14
6
Among the first settlers were Wm. Topping, Bela Butterfield,
Bap., Free Will Bap., M. E., and R. C.
6 This town embraces
Township No. 9, or Penelope, of the Brainard and David Miller, Hezekiah Talcott, Asa Lord, Wm.
Adams, Allen Auger, J. HinBoylston Tract, and parts of Nos. 2 and 3, or Flora and Lu- Bingham, Theo. Olmstead,
man, L. Hart, and Benj. Starr. The first birth was that of
cretia, of Constable's Towns.
' S. C.
the first death, that of Calvin
in
and
1794
Thompson kept the first store and inn and built the Jonathan Topping,
and James McVickar erected the first sawmill. Miller, March 22, 1797. The second mill in the co. was built
first gristmill
at Port Leyden, about 1800, by Eber Kelsey and Peter
The first school was taught by Ada Higby.
8 Thev settled in town soon after the
suspension of the public Aldrich.
12

it,

13

;

;

;

works In

1842.

W
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A

of the Triangle.
Cong, church was formed at a very early period,
Bap. church in 1798. There are now 6 churches in town.^

—

liOWVILiliE^ was formed from
burgh was taken

off in

1803.

It lies

by Rev.

Ely,

and a

Mexico, (Oswego co.,) March 14, 1800, and apart of Harrisupon the w. bank of Black River, a little n. of the center

A

about 400 feet above the river. Its surface is gently rolling.
wide
is swampy, extends along the course of the river.
The soil is a deep,
mineral spring is found near the n.
fertile loam intermixed with disintegrated limestone.^
border of the town. IjO^vville, (p. v.,) incorp. under the act of 1847,* is situated near the s.
border of the town. It contains 5 churches, an academy,* 2 printing oflBces, and a bank. Pop. 908.
of the CO.

Its

w. border

intervale, the n. part of

is

which

A

West

LiOWVille, (p.o.,) in the w. part of the town, Sto'^vs Square, about 3 mi. n. of Lowand Sniitlis liandin^, on Black River, are hamlets. Settlement was commenced about
1797, under Silas Stow, agent for N. Low, and the town was rapidly filled with immigrants from
New England.® The first church (M. E.) was founded in 1804. There are now 6 churches in town.'
ville,

MARTIIVSBIJRGH^—was
annexed

in 1819.

It lies

formed from Turin, Feb. 22, 1803, and a part of Turin was
upon the w. bank of Black River, near the center of the co. It has an

Its surface is
easterly inclination, its w. border being nearly 1000 feet above the river valley.
with a wide, level intervale bordering upon the river. The principal streams are Martins

rolling,

and Whetstone Creeks.^ The soil is a deep, fertile loam, except along the river, where it is sandy.
Near the head of Whetstone Gulf is a sulphur spring. Martinsburg^ll (p. v.) is situated on
Martins Creek, near the center of the town. It contains the co. buildings, 3 churches, and a newspaper

ofi&ce.

of 164.

"West Martinsburgb,

Pop. 210.

Glensdale,

(p.o.,) in the

s.

e. part,

is

(p. v.,) in the n. part of the town, has a pop.
a hamlet of about 12 dwellings. Settlement

was begun by Gen. Walter Martin, at Martinsburgh, in 1801.^" The first church (Presb.) was
organized in 1804, by Rev. Elijah Norton. There are 7 churches in tovra."

MO]¥TAGlJE''

(Mon-ta-gu^)—was formed from West Turin, Nov. 14, 1850. It lies near the
Its inclination is toward the n. w., and its elevation is 1200 to
1600 ft. above tide. Its surface is generally rolling, but in some places it is broken and hilly. It
The n. branch of Salmon River
is watered by numerous small streams, flowing into Deer River.
The soil is a
flows through the s. w. corner. Upon lot 22, in the n. vr. part, is a sulphur spring.
and
loam.
Gardners
Corners
fertile,
sandy
gravelly
(Montague p. o.) is in the
moderately
Settlement commenced in 1846, under the agency of Diadate Pease, agent
N. part of the town.
of the Pierrepont estate.
There are 2 churches in town M. E. and Bap.
center of the w. border of the co.

;

KEW BREMEIf—was

formed from Watson and Croghan, March

31, 1848.

It lies

upon

bank

of Black River, n. of the center of the co. Its surface is level in the w., but rolling,
broken, and rocky in the E. It is watered by several tributaries of Black River, the largest of which

the

E.

Beaver River, on the n. boundary.

is

loam.

The

DayanSTille^^ (New Bremen

e.

part

is

sparsely settled. The soil is a light, sandy
w. part of the town. Pop. 200. Settlement

p. o.) is in the

was commenced

in 1798, by Samuel Illingworth and some French families." In the w. part
settlement of Germans, and in the n. one of French. There are 4 churches in town.^'

OSCEOEA^®—was

formed from West Turin, Feb. 28, 1844.

2 Cong., Bap., M. E., Calv. Meth., Univ.
This town embraces No. 11 of the Eleven Towns. It was
Nicholas Low, of N. Y., the early proprietor.
8 In the Trenton limestone are veins of the
sulphurets of lead
and iron, intermixed with calcite and fluor spar.
* The charter was confirmed Feb.
In 1852-53 active
27, 1858.
efforts were made to secure the location of the co. seat in this
village; and a fine brick building, now used as a town hall, was
erected in anticipation of its removal.
6 The Lowville
Academy has from the first maintained a high
rank. Its 50th anniversary was celebrated July 22, 1858.
6
Among the early settlers were Jonathan Rogers, Ehud Stephens, Moses Waters, A. Wilcox, B. Ilillrhan, Daniel Kelley,
Isaac Perry, J. H. and S. Leonard, John SchuU, Wm. Darrow,
Jas. Bailey, John Bush, A. F. and J. Snell, David and Benj. Rice,
and Ebenezer Hills. The first birth was that of Harriet Stephens. The first inn was kept by Capt. Rogers, and the first
store by Fortunatus Eager. The first mill was built by D. Kelley.
1

2

named from

1

2 Bap., Cong., Friends.

M.

E..

and

Prot. E.

8 This town embraces Township No. 4, or Cornelia, of the
Boylston Tract, and Porcia and apart of Lucretia, of Constable's

Towns.
>Lartins Creek was formerly called "JRoaring Brook." At
Chimney Point, near the center of the town, this stream has worn
a channel through the shale and Utica slate, for 2 mi., to the
9

It lies

is

a

upon the high region in

This remarkable chasm above the
feet.
is tortuous, with precipitous sides, and in many
narrow that the stream occupies the entire space
between the ledges. Whetstone Gulf, ujion Whetstone Creek,

depth of 200 to 250
^^

Chimney"

places

is

so

part of the town, is a similar ravine.
the first settlers were Elijah Baldwin, Mrs. Richard
sons, Reuben Pitcher and sons, N. Cheney, Eli Rogers, Ehud Stephens, N. Alexander, Stephen Searls, Joseph
Chillus
Sheldon,
Doty, A. Conkey, D. Ashley, S. Gowdy, C. and
D. Shumway, and J. and O. Moore. W. Martin built the first
and
in
a paper mill.
1807
mills,
11 2 M.
E., 2 Union, Bap., Presb., and Second Advent.
12 This town embraces
Township No. 3. or Shakspearo, of the
It was named from the daughter of H. B.
Boylston Tract.
Pierrepont, the proprietor.
13 This
place was laid out in 1826, by Charles Dayan.
1* Several of the French
company located at the hend of jiavigation on Beaver River, where they designed to build a city.
A sawmill was built, a half-dozen houses were erected, and the
place received the name of ^^Casforrille." Jacob Obesier and
in the
10

s.

Among

Arthur and

Kodolph

Tillier

were engaged

in this project.

liap., M. E., Evan. Luth., and R.C.
This town embraces Townships 13 and S, or Rurabella and
Hybla, of the Boylston Tract. It was named from the celebrated Seminole chietl
15

16
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corner of the co.

Its

general inclination

is
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toward the

s.

w.

Its surface is undulating,

and tlie highest points are 1500 to 1000 ft. above tide. The streams are branches of Fish Creek
and Salmon River. The soil is a moderately fertile, sandy loam. Nearly all the tovrn is yet a
wilderness.
Osceola. is a p. o. in the s. part. Settlement was commenced about 1838, by
Seymour Green, agent for Pierrepont. There are 2 churches in town, M. E. and Ind.

—

PIlVCK-SfEY^ was formed from Ilarrisburgh and "Harrison," (now Rodman, Jefferson co.,)
Feb. 12, 1808. It lies upon the highlands in the n. w. corner of the co., and has an average elevuIt forms the watershed between Deer River and Sandy Creek, the
tion of 1300 ft. above tide.
series of swamps extend along the
head branches of which constitute the principal streams.

A

In the town are several mineral springs, one of which has acquired considerable local
The soil is a light, slaty loam upon the hills, and a deep,
notoriety for its medicinal qualities.
black loam in the valleys. Pinckney,
Boston, Barnes Corners, and Cronks
Corners are p. offices. Settlement was commenced in 1804, under Abel French, agent of Mr.
Henderson.^ The first church (Bap.) was formed in 1810. There are now 4 churches in town.^
K.

border.

^ew

TURinr—^was

formed from Mexico, (Oswego co.,) March 14, 1800. Martinsburgh was taken
another portion was annexed to Martinsburgh in 1819, and West Turin was taken off
Its w. boundary is
It lies upon the w. bank of Black River, s. of the center of the co.

off in 1803,

in 1830.

The surface is level,
to 1000 ft. above the river, giving to the tovni an easterly inclination.
except near the w. border, where it ascends to the slate hills, and in the e., where it descends to the
The soil is generally a deep, fertile loam mixed with disintegrated slate and limeriver intervale.
800

Turin,

stone.

(p. v.,) situated in the

s.

part, contains 3 churches

and several manufactories.*

Pop. 438. HousevUle,^ (p. v.,) in the n part, has a pop. of 90. The first settlement was made
about 1797, by Nathaniel Shaler, of Middletown, agent of Wm. Constable and part owner, and the
The first church (Presb.) was
town was rapidly settled by immigrants from New England.^
organized Sept. 19, 1802, by Rev. John Taylor.

There are 6 churches in town.

"WATSOIV^—^was

formed from Leyden, March 30, 1821.
"Brantingham" (now Greig) was
taken off in 1828, Diana in 1830, a part of Croghan in 1841, and a part of New Bremen in 1848.
It lies upon the e. bank of Black River, and extends from near the center of the co. to its e. border.
Its surface is level or gently rolling in the w. part, but in the central and e. parts it is more hilly and
broken. It is watered by Beaver River, Independence Creek, and several smaller branches of
Black River. The central and e. parts are yet covered with unbroken forests and a large trad
upon the extreme e. border constitutes a portion of the far famed "John Brown's Tract." In the
;

recesses of these forests are

Chases Lake, on the

The
is

s.

numerous beautiful lakes that are scarcely known except to hunters.
is noted for its beautiful scenery and is much visited by tourists.

border,

and sandy. Watson,' (p. o.,) situated on Black River, in the w. part of the town,
The early settlers located along the river, and settlements were not made in the interior
about 1815.^" The first church (M. E.) was organized in 1820. Thwe are 3 churches and 1

soil is light

a hamlet.

until

church

edifice

(M. E.) in town."

"WEST TURIIV—was

formed from Turin, March 25, 1830. Osceola was taken off in 1844,
Montague in 1850, and High Market and a part of Lewis in 1852. It lies upon the w. bank of
Black River, s. of the center of the co. Its inclination is toward the e., its surface rising by ^uoIts streams are
oessive terraces from the intervale of Black River to the hills 800 feet above.
Sugar River, which flows easterly through near the center of the town, and numerous smaller
creeks and brooks. Lyons Falls, upon Black River, plunge over a ledge of gneiss rock 63 feet in
height, at an angle of about 00°.^^ These falls form an excellent water power but little used.
6
Among the early settlers were Enoch .Tohnson, Zaccheus
and John Higby, Levi, Elijah, Justus, and Reuben Woolworth,
Thos. Kilham, Ezra Clapp. C. Williston, Eleazar House. Z. Bush,
2
Among the early settlers were J. Penington, Phlncas Wool- and W. and G. Shepherd. The first birth was tliat of Cynthia
worth, N. E. Moody, Stephen Hart, James Hunt, and Stephen Clapp and the first marriage, that of Levi Collins and Mary
Armstrong. Frencli was succeeded in 1805 hy Jesse Hopkins, Bush.
' 3 M.
and he hy I. W. Bostwick, a few years after. Owing to its great
E., 2 Presb., and 0. S. Bap.
8 Named from .Tames
Watson, of N. T., former proprietor.
elevation, the town is liable to deep snows, and, in consequence,
8
Since the inits settlement was retarded until a recent date.
Among the first settlers were Eliphalet Edmonds, Isaac ana
troduction of dairying, it has become an important town for the Jabez Puffer, Jonathan Bishop, David Durfy, Ozem Bush, J.
production of the staple products of the county, butter and ^each, and R. Stone.
10 A
cheese.
bridge was built across the river near this place in 1S28
3 The census
reports 4 churches in town 2 M. E., Bap., and It has recently been rebuilt at the joint expense of the State and

1
By the act organizing this town. Township No. 9, or Handel,
of the Kleven Towns, was annexed to Lewis co. The town was
named in honor of Charles C. Pinckney, a statesman of S. C.

;

—

;

town.
R.C.
* There are 3
11
gristmills upon Mill Creek, near Turin, and a
Bap., Seventh Day Bap., and M. E.
"
12
woolen fnctory 1 mi. below the village.
Formerly called High Fiilh." The rock has been hin
6 Kamed from its
House.
Eleazar
founder,
slightly worn; but the iron which enters into its composition
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loam upon the river valley, and a slaty loam upon the w. hills. Conupon Sugar River, at the foot of the Slate Hills, near the center
of the town. Pop. 472. Collins ville,^ (p. v.,) in the e. part of the town, contains 2 churches
and a population of about 200. Liyons Falls,^ (p-o-.) on Black River, is a hamlet. The first
settlement was made at Constableville, in 1796, by Nathaniel Shaler.* There are 9 churches in

The

soil is

a deep,

stable ville^

fertile

is
(p. V.)

situated

town.*

Acres of Land, Valuation, Pojyulation,
Stock, Agricultural Products,
Acres of Laxd.

Dwellings, Families, Freeholders,

and Domestic Manufactures, of Lewis

Valuation op 1868.

Population.

Names of Towns.
e

I

Watson
West Turin...

$145,905
4S3.101
86.457
154,088
198,993
66,822
77,629
351.466
471.957
451.75S
28.387
140,604
68.087
170.113
252.598
113.013
315.695

Total....

184,540i 497.145}

3,577.173

Croghan
Denmark.
Diana
Greig
Ilarrisburgh..

Uigh Market,

.

Lewis
Leyd«>n
Lowville

Martinsburgh

Montague

New Bremen..
Osceola

Pinckney
Turin

11

63

100,361
5,624
21,951J
9,697 i
84.953^
5.7471
81.481i
4,854i
10.264
12.4101
2S,96C.
V,71Si
4,099i
14,538
5.937
13,C70i
6,724
16,230^
22.024
20.716
15.559
9,999
25.5S5i
8,030
61.992i
1,029
ll,2fi5i
13,150i
13.720
5,642
8.545
4,705i
15,400i
8,593

Ij5o,58y
9.3.018

$199,494
676.119
88.525
158.248
221.493
67.322
82,529
404.066
622.582
601,458
28,587
176.774

2.068
3.560

22,500

500
4.900
62.600
150,626
49.700

200
35,270

^

200

68.287

10,100
30.460
14.035
74,600

180,213
283,048
127.048
390,195

597.815

i

4,174,988

112,800

12,429

Schools, Live

County.

LIVINGSTON COUNTY.
This county -was formed from Genesee and Ontario, Feb. 23, 1B21,
A portion of Allegany was annexed in 1846, and another portion
It occupies a nearly central position in the w. half of the
in 1856.
It is centrally distant 205 mi. from Albany, and contains
State.
G55 sq. mi. Its surface is an upland, rolling in the n. and hilly in
the 8. The hills upon the s. border are 1,000 to 1,200 ft. above the
From their summits the
valleys and 2,000 to 2,200 ft. above tide.
surface declines toward the n., the extreme n. border being 500 to
The slopes are usually smooth and gradual,
to 800 ft. above tide.

except along the banks of the streams
land in the co. is arable.

;

and nearly every acre of

The streams generally flow in deep ravines. They are usually
bordered by steep, and sometimes precipitous, hillsides. The principal stream is Genesee River,
flowing N. E. through the w. part of the co. In the s. its course is between steep and often precipitous banks, but further n. it is bordered by broad and beautiful intervales.^ Its tributaries are Conesus Creek, Fall Brook, and Canaseraga Creek, from the e., and Beards, White, and several other
small creeks, from the w. Coshaqua Creek is a tributary of the Canaseraga. Hemlock and
e. border, and a few tributaries of the Susquehanna take their rise
Conesus Lake, near the center, and Hemlock Lake, along the e. border, occupying

Honeoye Outlets flow along the
in the

s.

part.

long, narrow valleys, are the only considerable bodies of water.
The underlying rocks, commencing upon the N. border, are the waterlime of the Onondaga salt
group, the Onondaga and corniferous limestones, Marcellus and Hamilton shales, Genesee slate, and

Portage shales and sandstones. The limestones of the n. are extensively quarried for lime and
building stone and the sandstones of the Portage group furnish excellent building stone and flagging. The soil, derived from the disintegration of these rocks, in all the elements of fertility has no
;

Until the commencement of the ravages of the midge, wheat was the staple
has
been principa»lly superseded by the spring grains. Broomcorn is largel}'
production
cultivated along the Genesee Flats and considerable attention is paid to cattle and sheep growing
superior in the State.
;

but

it

;

and dairying in the

s.

part.

The county seat is located at the village of Geneseo. The courthouse is beautifully situated
upon a fine lot in the n. part of the village.^ The jail, in the rear of the courthouse, is an old
The
building, without means of ventilation, and it is impossible properly to classify the prisoners.
The co. poorhouse is located
clerk's office is a. small fireproof building upon the courthouse lot.
upon a farm of 118 acres about 1 mi. e. of Geneseo. Its average number of inmates is 107, supA. school hs
ported at a weekly expense of 75 cts. each. The farm yields a revenue of $2,000.
taught 9 or 10 months in the year. The house is well constructed and is very well kept.
The Genesee Valley Canal extends along the valley of the Genesee from the n. bounds of the co.
to Mt. Morris
thence it turns s. e. to Coshaqua Creek and up the valley of that stream to Nunda,
and thence s. w. to the Genesee at Portage, where it crosses the river upon a wood aqueduct supported by stone piers. The Dansville Branch Canal extends from Mt. Morris s. E. to Dansville.^
The Canandaigua & Niagara Bridge Branch of the N. Y. Central E. R. extends through CaleThe Bufi"aIo & N. Y. City R. R. extends s. e. through Portage and Nunda. The BuSalf
donia.
New York & Erie R. R. extends s. e. through Caledonia, Avon, Livonia, Conesus, and Springwater.
The Genesee Valley R. R. extends s. through Avon, Geneseo, and Groveland to Mt. Morris.
Five newspapers one daily, three weekly, and one monthly are now published in the co.*
;

,

—

—

1 The Genesee is
subject to an annual overflow, the water
often covering the entire flats which border upon it. This frequently causes destruction of property but it is a source of constant fertility to the soU.
* The first co. ofBcera were Moses
Hayden, First Judge ; James
Ganson, County Clerk; Gideon T. Jenldna, Sheriff; and James
RoBeburgh, Surrogate.
;

*

The

CO. is

liighest level of the Genesee Valley Canal within this
622 feet above the Erie Canal at Rochester and 1,132 feet

above

tide.
* 27ifi Moscow Advertiser and Genesee Farmer, the first
paper
published in the Co.. was commenced at Moscow iu 1817

bv Hezekiah

Ripley.

About 1821

it

paased into the

bands of James Percival, who removed it to Geneseo
and changed the name to
The Livingston Begister. In 1829 Anson M. "Weed and Allen
Warner became proprietors; and it was successively
published by Warner, Percival, Elias Clark, Wm. II.
Kelsey, and Richard M. Miel. In 1835 Miel became sole
proprietor. He was soon after succeeded by D. S. Curtis,
In 1837 its publication was suspended. It was soon
after revived, and published for a short time by Hugh
Harding. He was succeeded by John Kempshall, who
published it until 1840, when it was discontinued.
The Livingston Journal was commenced at Geneseo in 1822 bj
Ciiauucey Morse. Asahel Harvey was subsequently
381
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Before the advent of the -^-hites, this co. was the seat of several of the principal villages of the
Seneca Nation. Considerable advances had been made in the arts of civilization, and a large
cleared and was cultivated. Corn, apples, and peaches were extensively
quantity of land had been
were destroyed, and the whole region was laid waste, by Gen. SuUivan,
produced. The orchards
The co. was included in the Phelps and Gorham Purchase, and in the Morris Reserve.^
in 1779.
latter tract was subdivided into several tracts, generally distinguished as separate patents.
In Sept. 1797, a treaty was held with the Indians at Geneseo, at which they ceded all their
lands in this co. to the whites, except several small reservations.^ The first settlements were made
about 1790, previous to the extinguishment of the Indian title. The most prominent of the early
settlers were James and "Wm. Wadsworth, from Durham, Conn., who located at Geneseo, June 10,

The

1790.
They were large landowners, and by a wise and liberal policy they greatly facilitated the
The greater part of the early settlers were immigrants from
settlement of the surrounding region.
New England. York and Caledonia were settled principally by a colony of Scotch.

ATOIV—was

"
formed, as Hai-iford" in Jan. 1789. Its name was changed in 1808. Rush was
Its surface is a rolling and
1818.
It is the center town upon the n. border of the co.
moderately hilly upland, terminating in flats on Genesee River. Deming Hill, on Lot 192, is
the highest point in town. The principal stream is Conesus Creek, or Outlet, a tributary of

taken

off in

Genesee River. The soil upon the uplands is a sandy and gravelly loam intermixed with clay,
and on the flats, a deep, rich alluvium. Avon, (p. v.,) in the w. part, a station on the G. V., and
It contains
B., N. Y. & E. R. R's., celebrated for its medicinal springs,' was incorp. June 13, 1853.

and 879 inhabitants. East Avon, (p. v.,) near the center, contains
Soiltb Avon, (p. o.,) in the s. part, contains 9 houses.
2 churches and about 35 houses.
Liittleville, IJ mi. s. of Avon, contains a churdi, gristmill, furnace, and 23 houses. The first
3 churches, 5 large hotels,

associated with him.
prietor;

and

it

In 1829 Levi Hovey became pro-

was successively

Tlie liivlngston Republican.

In

Sept. 1846, it

passed into the hands of John 51. Campbell; and was
successively published by Joseph Kershner and Chas.
E. Bronson. In 1849 James T. Norton became proprietor, and is its present publisher.
Tfie Daiisfille Chronicle was commenced in 1830 by David Mitchell and Benj. Dennison.
Dennison soon retired, and its

name was changed to
fhe ViJla'ie Record ; it was soon after discontinued.
The WKstcrn New Torker was published at Dansville a short
time in 18
by .\. Stevens & Son. It was succeeded bv
The Damville Wliig. published by Geo. W. Stevens. Chas. W.
Dibble was the publisher about 1 year, when it again
passed into the hands of Stevens, wlio in 1848 changed

—

the name to
The Dansville Churier. In 1849 or '50 it passed into the hands
of H. D. Smead, who changed it to
The DansviUe Democrat. It subsequently passed into the hands
of Geo. A. Sanders, who removed it to Geneseo and
changed the name to The Geneseo Democrat, which
was discontinued in 1859.
The. Livingston Sentinel was commenced by Col. II. C. Page in
1^57, and published until 1860, when it was discontinued.
The Livingston Courier was commenced at Geneseo in 1831 by
C. Dennison. In 1832 it passed into the hands of
Henry
F. Evans, and was discontinued in ISaS or '34.
The Livinpston Courier was published at Geneseo in 1832 by A.
Bennett.

The Mount Morris Spectator was commenced
Harding.

In 1848 he united

it

F. Shankland.
It was removed to Nunda in 1847,
in 1848 to EUicottville, Cattaraugus co.

by Benj.

publislied

Dennison, H. F. Evans, Evans & Woodniff. and Wm. J.
Ticknor. It^ publication was suspended in 1834 or '35.
In the fall of 1835 the establishment was purchased by
David Mitchell and W. H. Kelsey, who revived the
paper under the name of
It was continued until 18.37, when
The, Lmvf/stnn Democrat.
In the fall of that year
its publication was suspended.
S. P. Allen became proprietor of the press, and revived
the paper under the name of

in 1834

Franklin Cowdery. In 1848 it passed into the hands of
Peter Lawrence, who soon after removed it.
was started in June. 1848, by Richardson & Co., and was discontinued in 1851.
The Nunda Democrat was started at Nunda in 1848 by Milo D.
Chamberlain. It was soon discontinued.
The Fountain, mo., was started at Dansville in 1849 by J. R.
Trembly, and continued about 2 years.
The Dansville Daily S'^ntinel was commenced in 1859. aud published until 1860, when it was discontinued; Col. U. C.
Page, editor W. J. La Rue, pubhsher.
The Nunda Telegraph was started in 1850 by Chas. Atwood. It
was continued about 1 year.
The Nunda Times was started in Jan. 1852. by N. T. Hack staff.
In July following the oflBce was burned and the paper

TJie Dansville Chronicle

;

discontinued.

The Lima Weekly Visitor was started at Lima in 18.'^3 by A. H.
Tilton and M. C. Miller. It w.as subsequently published
by Raymond & Graham and by S. M. Raymond, who
changed its name to
The Genesee Valley Gazette. It was discontinued about 1856.
The Ne.w Era was commenced at Hunts Hollow in 18.54 by
David B. and Merritt Galley, boy.s, respectively 15 and
17 years of age. In 1S55 it was removed to Nunda aud
its

The,

name changed

to

was disrontinued in alKiut 1 year.
mo., started at Glen Haven, Cayuga co.,
in 1867, by J. M. .Tackson and Miss H. N. Austin, was
removed to Dansrille in 1858, and is now published by

Young America.

It

Tlie liCtter Box,

The

M. W. Simons.
DansT-ille Herald was commenced

Valley City Register

by W."j. La Rue.

1

in 1849,

and

is

continued at this date; G. A. Sanders, puMisher.

bv Hugh The

with The Livingston

County Whig and changed its name to
Tlie liivingston llnioii, under which
published by Hugh Harding.

and

The Livingston Express, serm-mo.. was published at Mount Morris in 1843 by J. G. Wisner.
The Mount Morris Daily Whig was issued from the oflSce of
The Livingston County Whig in June, 1846, and discontinued in August following.
The Cuylerville Telegraph was stalled at Cuylerville in 1847 by

was commenced

at Dansville in 1859
Discontinued in 1860.

The w. boundary of the Phelps and Gorham Purchase was a

extending due N. from the Penn. line to the junction of
Genesee River and Canaseraga Creek, and thence northerly
The Dansvitle Times was published in 1835 by D. C. Mitchell.
along Genesee River to the N. bounds of the co.
The Nunda Gazette was started in 1841 by Ira G. Wisner. It
2 The Indian Reservations within the limits of the co. were:
was continued about 1 year, when it was removed to Cannawagus, containing 2 sq. mi. on the w. bank of Genesee
Mount Morris and its name changed to
River, w. of Avon Little Beards Town and Big Tree, containing
The Genesee ValUy Recorder. It was discontinued about 1843. 4 sq. mi. on the w. bank of the Genesee, opposite Geneseo;
The Dansville Repiiblican was pubhshed in 1842 by David Fair- Squakie Hill, contaiiing 2sq. mi. on the w. bank of the Genesee,
child.
N. of Mt. Morris
and the Gardeau Reservation, of 28 gij. mi.,
The Livingston County Whig was started at Mount Morris in lying one-half in this co.. s. of Mt. Morris. See p. 711. The
1843 by Geo. B. Phelps. It subsequently passed into Indian titles to these lands have all since been extinguished.
2 These
— two in number, and about one-fourth of a
the hands of James T. Norton, and in 1848 was sold to
sprinsrs
Hugh Harding, who united it with The Mount Morris mile apart— are located about 1 mi s. w. of the village. The
title it is stUl

line

:

:

lower spring discharges about 54 gallons of water per minuto.

Spectator.

T\t Geneseo Democrai was

started at Geneseo in 1813

by Gilbert

LIVINGSTON COUNTY.
settlement was

made

Thatcher was the

first
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The

first church
(Presb.) was organized in 1795
There are G churches in town.*

in 1785.*

preacher.

Rev. Daniel

;

—

was formed, as "Soiifhajyipfon," March 30, 1802. Its name was changed
part of York was taken off in 1819. It is the n. w. corner town of the co.
The surface is level or gently undulating, and a considerable portion of it is stony. Genesee
River forms the e. boundary. Caledonia Spring, in the n. part, covers an area of about 2 acres

C'AL.EI>0\'IA

April

A

1806.

4,

;

good water-power, a few rods n. of the spring. The soil is a clay loam, underIn the s. part is a valuable quarry of limestone, yielding excellent lime and a
laid by limestone.*
fine quality of building stone.
Caledonia, (p. v.,) in the n. part, a station on the B., N. Y. &
E. R. R. and C. & N. B. Branch of the N. Y. C. R. R., contains 3 churches, a grist and saw mill, a
Peterson, a
brewery, and 623 inhabitants. The first settlement was made about 1797, by

and the

outlet forms a

Dane, and
the

first settled

Brooks, an Englishman.* The first church (Presb.) was organized in 1805; and
preacher. Rev. Alexander Denoon, was installed Aug. 17, 1808.*

COXESl^S —was

Its
formed from Livonia and Groveland, as "Freeport," April 12, 1819.
March 26, 1825, and to Conesus, April 15, 1825. It is the
Hemlock Lake forms the e. and Conesus Lake a part
central town upon the e. border of the co.
of the w. boundary. Its surface is hilly. The Marrowback Hills in the e. part, w. of Hemlock
Lake, rise to about 1,200 feet above it. A deep valley extends s. e. from near the center into
Springwater, through which the B., N. Y., & E. R. R. passes. The principal stream is Mill
Creek. The soil is generally a clay loam. Conesus Center (p. v.) contains 2 churches, a
Conesus (p. o.) is a R. R. station. Foots Corners
grist and saw mill, and about 40 houses.
and Union Corners are hamlets. Settlement was commenced at the head of Conesus Lake, in
1794 or '95, by James Henderson, from Penn.® The first church (Meth.) was organized in 1814.'

name was changed

to "Broicersville,"

GEIVESEO —was

formed in Jan. 1789. It is an interior town, lying N. of the center of the co.
undulating, with an abrupt declivity of 200 to 300 feet toward the river, on the w.
Genesee River, forming its w. boundary, is bordered by fertile flats of an average width of about
half a mi. The other principal streams are Fall Creek, and several small brooks that flow w. into
the river and e. into Conesus Lake. On Fall Creek, s. of the village, is a perpendicular fall of
Its sirrface is

Geneseo,^ (p-v.,) a station on the G. V. R. R., was
clay and clay loam.
it contains the co. buildings, 5 churches, the Geneseo Academy,' 2 banks,
a library, gristmill, furnace, and machine shop, and about 2,000 inhabitants. Settlement was commenced by Lem'l B. -Jenkins and Capt. Noble, about 1788 or '89, near the village.'" The first

70

feet.

The

soil is

incorp. April 21, 1832;

church organization

is

supposed

to

have been in 1795, in the

CrROTEIiAlVD —was formed Jan.
part of Sparta in 1856.

It lies

N. e. part of the town, near Lakeville."

A part of Conesus was

27, 1789.

near the center of the

co.

Its surface is

taken

and a
In the w.

off in 1819,

moderately

hilly.

5 2 >r. E., Prot. E., Bap., Presb., and R. C.
The quantity of water from Inoth springs continues about the
3 Before the
same during the year. Several large hotels have been erected
ravages of the wheat midge commenced, this was
lor the accommodation of visitors, large numbers of whom visit one of the best wheat growing towns in the State.
* David Fuller settled near the
the springs annually. The following is the analysis of a wine
Spring, in 1798 and in that year
and 1799 John McLaren. Peter Campbell, Alex. McDonald. John
gallon of water from each of the springs
Cameron, and John and Donald McVean, from Scotland, settled in
Lower Spring.
town. Hines Chamberlain was an early settler. The first death
Grains.
:

—

;

Carbonate of lime
Chloride of calcium
Sulphate of lime
Sulphate of magnesia
Sulphate of soda

Amount

29.-33

8.41

57.44
49.61
13.73

of solid contents

Sulphuretted hydrogen
Nitrogen

158.52
Cubic inches.
10.02
5.42

56

Oxygen
Upper or

New

Bath Spring.
Grains.
26.96
5.68

Carbonate of lime
Chloride of sodium
Sulphate of lime
Sulphate of magnesia.
Sulphate of soda.

Amount of solid contents
Sulphuretted hydrogen
1

Among

352
8.08

38.72
-.

82.96
31.28

the early settlers wereGill»>rt R. Berry, at the river,

McLaren, in 1800 and the first marrLage, that
Widow McLaren. The first inn was
Peterson David Fuller kept an inn in 1798. The
first store was kept by Alex. McDonald, in 1799.
The first mill
was built by the Pulteney Land Company, at the Spring, in 180102; and the first woolen factory, by Donald McKenzie, in 1822.
The first school was taught near the Spring, by Jeannette McDonald, in 1804.
6 The census
reports 3 churches; M. E., Presb., and Ref. Presb
6 Hector
McKay settled in 1798, Harvey May in 1806, Davenin
Jas. Steel and Wait Arnold in 1810, Thomas
1808,
port Alger
Young in 1811, and Andrew Arnold in 1816. The first store waj
kept by A. & G. Arnold, at the center, in 1818. The first sawmill
was built in 1803 or '04, on Mill Creek, near the center; and thi
Wiis that of .John

kept by

;

woolen factory in 1819, by Hosea Gilbert.
There are 2 churches in town M. E. and Univ.
Originally called "Big Tree," from an immense elm tree that
stood on the banks of the river near the village.
8 This institution is located on
Temple Hill, in the e. part of
the village. The buildings were erected in 1826. James Wadsworth was principally instrumental in starting the school. It
is under the control of the Buffalo Synod.
10 Wm. and James Wadsworth settled in town in 1790.
They
came from Durham, Conn., with a small party, and Iocat(d on
the present site of the village. Richard Steele kept the first inn,
in 1793, and Hall & Miner the first store, in 1794.
11 The census
reports 5 churches ; 2 Presb., M. E., Prot. E., and
first

Avon Village, and Timothy Ilosmcr, at Littleville, Capt.
Rice, in 17S9. (Jillurt R. Berry kept the
Thompson, and
first inn. and established the first ferry across Genesee River, in
1789. The first sawmill was built by Timothy Hosmer, at Littleville. in 1790, and the first gristmill by the Wadsworths, in 1792.
R.
The first school was kept by Pedie Joiner, at Avon, in 1792.
w. of

;

of Hines Chamberlain and

'

;

8

C.
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part are extensive flats, occupying about one-fourth of the area of the town. The pi-incipal streams
are Canaseraga and Coshaqua Creeks, which empty into Genesee River near the n. w. corner of the

upon the upland is clay loam, and upon the flats a rich alluvium.
(Groveland p. o.,) e. of the center, contains 1 church and 14 houses.
(East Groveland p. o.,) in the n. part, contains 1 church and 9 houses.

The

town.

soil

Corners,
ners,

Crl'OVeland

Hunts CorGroveland

Center

The first settlement was made by Charles Williamson, agent
is a p. o. in the n. \v. part.
In that year he built several houses in the n. w. corner of the
for the Pulteney Estate, in 1792.^
"
town, and there located a small colony of Germans, and called the settlement Williamsburgh."
This colony soon after left, and the entire village disappeared. In the s. w. part, at the junction
of the Dansville Branch with the G. V. Canal, is a Shaker settlement, numbering 120 persons.
They own a tract of 2,000 acres. There are 2 churches in town M. E. and Presb.
;

liEICESTER-—was

formed, as "Leister," March 30, 1802. Its name was changed Feb. 9,
1805. Mount Morris was taken off in 1813, and a part of York in 1819.
It is the center town on
the w. border of the co.
The surface is undulating, with extensive flats in the e. It is drained

by Genesee River, which forms its £. and s. boundaries, and by Beards Creek' and its tributaries.
The soil is a sandy and clayey loam on the upland, and a rich alluvium on the flats. Squakie Hill
and Big Tree Reservations were within the limits of this town. Moscow, (p. v.,) near the center, incorp. about 1850, contains 3 churches and 320 inhabitants.
Cuylerville, (p. v.,) in the
E. part, incorp. in 1848, contains a church, a distillery, and 354 inhabitants
Gibsonville, (p. v.,)
in the s. w. part, a paper mill, sawmill, and 16 houses.
Ebenezer Allen was the first settler, soon
after the close of the Revolution, but left soon after.
The first permanent settlement was commenced by Horatio and John H. Jones, in 1789.* The census reports 4 churches in town.^
;

IjIMA —was

formed, as "Charleston,'" Jan. 27, 1789. Its name was changed April 6, 1808. It
the N. E. corner town of the co. Its surface is undulating and hilly. It is drained chiefly by
Honeoye Creek, which forms the e. boundary. The soil in the s. e. is clay and clay loam, and in

is

the N. w. sandy and gravelly loam. liiuia, (p. v.,) near the center, was incorp.
It
contains 4 churches, the Genesee Wesleyan Seminary, Genesee College,* and about 1,200 inhabitants.
Hamiltons Station, on the B. N. Y. & E. R. R., in the s. w. corner, conSoutb
(p. v.,)
,

Lima,

.

—

—

Settlement was commenced by Paul Davidson and Jonathan Gould, from Penn.,
The first religious society (Presb.) was organized Oct. 1, 1795, by Rev. Daniel Thatcher.^

tains 13 houses.

in 1788.''

liITOWIA—was

formed from " FUtstown," (now Richmond, Ontario

co.,)

Feb. 12, 1808.

A

part of Conesus was taken off in 1819. It lies on the e. border of the co., n. of the center. The
surface in the s. part is moderately hilly, and in the n. undulating,
Conesus and Hemlock Lakes
lie partly within the town.
Their outlets, and that of Canadice Lake, are the principal streams.

The

the valleys is a clay loam, and on the uplands a sandy and gravelly loam. I^ivonia
(Livonia p. o.,) a r. r. station, contains 2 churches and 408 inhabitants Liivonia Sta(P-'^-») li mi- ""•> on the B., N. Y. & E. R. R., a manufactory of agricultural implements, and

soil in

Center,
tion,

;

31 houses; Soutb Liivonia (p. v.) 1 church and 13 houses; Ilemlocli. Lalie, (p. v.,) in the
s. E., 2 churcli.es, 2
gristmills, 2 sawmills, and 319 inhabitants; and Liakeville, (p. v.,) at the
foot of Conesus Lake, 4 churches, a gi-istmill, sawmill, and 28 houses.
The first settlement was

Among the early settlers wore Wm. Ewens, Wm. Lemon,
llnrria.
The first school was taught at
•'Winiamshuri/li," by Sam"l Mnrphy, about 1793. The first mill
was bnilt by Chas. Scholl, for Cha-s. Williamson, on Lot 58, in
1

John Kwart, and W.

1797 the first inn was kept in " Wniiamshurgli," by Wm. Lemon,
and the first store, in the same place, by Alexander
in 1795
McDonald, in 1795 or '96.
* Named from Leicester
Phelps, son of Judge Oliver Phelps.
8 Named from Little
Beard, an Indian chief, whose principal
village, Little Beards Town, was situated on the present site of
Cuylerville. Little Beard was one of the worst specimens of his
He was chiefly instrumental in the horrid torture of Lieut.
race.
Boyd in 1799. In a drunken row, in which both Indians and
whites were engaged, at Stimson's tavern, in Leicester, he was
pushed out of the door, and, falling from the steps, received a
;

;

fatal ityury.
*

Among

the other early settlers were Elijah Hunt. Alexander

Ewing, and Ma.). Wm. Lemon. Jellis, Thomas, and Wm. Clute,
The first child
from, Schenectady, were also early settlers.
l)orn was James Jones, May 5, 1791 and the first death, that of
Mrs. Horatio Jones, in June, 1702. The first inn was kept by
Leonard Stimson, in 1797. He also opened the first store, soon
The first sawmill was built by Ebenezer Allen, at Gibafter.
sonville, in 1792 ; and the first gristmill, by Oliver L. Phelps,
near Moscow, in 1799.
6 Presb., M. E., Bap., Rcf. Presb.
e Those institutions are located on a beautiful eminence in the
;

w. part of the village. The seminary was founded in 1830 by
the Genesee Conference of the M. E. Church. It was opened for
pupils in 1832. The first building, erected at a cost of $20,000,
was destroyed by fire in May, 1842. The present building was
immediately erected of brick, at a cost of about $24,000. It has
a main 8. front of 130 feet, with an E. and w. front, by wings extending back each 96 feet. Between these wings is a paved
court. A farm of 70 acres is attached to the institution. This
seminary has sent out more students than any other institution
N.

—

in Western New York. The college was founded in' 1849, has
professorships, and is under the general supervision of the Genesee and East Genesee Conferences of the M. E. Church.
t Abner Miles, from Mass., settled in 1789; John Miner and

Asahel Burchard in 1790; Steven Tinker and Solomon Hovey.
from Mass., in 1791 and Col. Thomas Lee, Willard and Amasa
Humphrey, Reuben and Gideon Thayer, Col. David Morgan, and
Zebulon, Moses, Asahel, William, and Daniel H. Warner, from
Mass., previous to 1795. The first marriage was that of Simeon
Gray and Patty Alger, in 1793; the first death, that of Mrs.
Abbott, mother of Mrs. Paul Davidson, in 1791. John Sabin
taught the first school, in 1792 and '93. Reuben Thayer kept the
first inn. in 1793, and Tryon & Adams the first store, in 1794.
The first sawmill was built by Reuben Thayer, in 1796; and
Zebulon Norton built the first gristmill, in 1794.
8 The census
reports 6 churches in town; M. E., Presb., Bap,
Univ., Christian, and R. 0.
;
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on Lot 32, in 1792.*

There are 10 churches

in

town.*

MOUA'T MORRIS'—was formed from

It lies on the w. border of
Leicester, April 17, 1818.
and moderately hilly. It is drained by Genesee River,
which forms its N. and w. boundaries, Coshaqua Creek, which Hows through the s. e. corner, and
Bcveral small streams, its tributaries. The soil is a clay loam. A part of the Gardeau Reservation
was in the s. w. part of this town. Mouut Morris,* (p. v.,) in the n. part, was incorp. May 2,
It contains 5
It is on the G. V. Canal, and is the southern terminus of the G. V. R. R.
1835.
churches, 2 furnaces, a printing oflBce, bank, machine shop, 3 flouring mills, a sawmill, paper mill,
and 1,851 inhabitants. Tuscarora, (p.v.,) in the s. e. part, contains 2 churches, a gristmill, and
192 inhabitants Brooks Grove,* (p. v.,) in the s. part, a church and IG houses Ridge (p. v.)
a church and 13 houses. River Road (River Road Forks p.o.) is a hamlet. Ebenezer Allen

the

CO., 8.

of the center.

Its surface is rolling

;

;

commenced

settlement, in 1784 or '85.'

The census

IVORTII DA]VSVI1.L.E'—was formed from

reports 9 churches in town.'

Sparta, Feb. 27, 1846.

A part of Sparta was an-

nexed in liS49. It lies on the s. border of the co., e. of the center. Its surface is hilly, the highest
summits being 600 to 800 feet above the valleys. The hills are generally arable. Canaseraga*
Creek flows through the N.w. part, and Mill Creek through the s. The soil upon the hills is a
clayey and gravelly loam, and in the valleys a sandy loam. In town are valuable quarries of building and flagging stone. Dansvillc, (p. v.,) w. of the center. Was incorp. May 7, 1845. It is the
terminus of the Dansvillc Branch of the G. V. Canal. It contains 9 churches, the Dansville Semi5 flouring mills, 3 paper mills, 2 furnaces, a plaster
nary,*" 2 printing offices, a bank, a water cure,
mill, machine shop, pail factory, sash and blind factory, distillery, 2 tanneries, and 5 breweries. Pop.
Commonsville, in the n.w. part, contains a sawmill, furnace, and about 25 houses.
2,879.
Settlement was commenced at Dansville Village, by Amariah Hammond and Cornelius McCoy, from
Penn., in 1795. David and Jas. McCurdy, step-sons of McCoy, came at the same time." The first religious services were held by Rev. Andrew Grey, in 1798. The first church ( Presb. ) was formed in 1800."

]VU]VDA—was

formed from Angelica, (Allegany co.,) March 11, 1808. Portage was taken
on the s. border of the co., w. of the center. Its surface is hilly, the highest
summit, near the center, being about 1,200 feet above the canal at Nunda Village. The principal
stream is Coshaqua Creek, which flows through the n. w. part. The soil is a sandy loam, intermixed with gravel and clay. On Lot 53, stone is quarried for building purposes. A small spring
on the same lot emits gas. IVunda, (p.v.,) in the w. part, on the G. V. Canal, was incorp. April

off in 1827.

It lies

It contains 6 churches, the Nunda Literary Institute," a gristmill, sawmill, furnace,
machine shop, and tannery. Pop. 1,125. IVunda Station, (p.v.,) on the B. & N Y. C. R.
R., in the s. w. part, contains about 20 houses
Coopersville, in the n. part, a gristmill and
about 20 houses. East Hill, in the s. e. part, is a p. o. The first settlement was commenced
near the village, by Fhineas Bates and Beela Elderkin, in 1806." The first church (Bap.) was
formed in 1819 Elder Samuel Messenger was the first preacher*^.

26, 1839.

;

;

Higby and Peter
Among the other early settlers were
Brigga, in 1794, Philip Short, in 1796, David Benton, in 1798, and
Smith
Nathan
Geo. Smith, Jesse Blake,
Woodruft,
Henry, and
Thomas Grant, mostly from Conn., and all of whom came in
born
was
child
to
1800.
The
first
Philip Woodruff, Feb.
previous
Higby, in 1797.
19, 1794; the first death, that of a child of
Dorias Peck taught the first school, in 1798 and '99 ; Solomon
Woodruff kept tlie first inn, in 1794; Isaac Bishop the first store,
in 1803 or '04. The first sawmill was built by
Higby, in
1795 ; and the first gristmill, by Thomas Van Fossen, in 1799.
2 3
2
2
M.
K.
C.
and
E.,
Presb.,
Christian,
Univ.,
Bap.,
3 Named from Robert Morris.
*
Formerly called ''Allans Hill" from Ebenezer Allen, the
Col. John Trumbull, of Revolutionary memory,
first settler.
at one time contemplated making it his place of residence. H6
planted an orchard, selected a site, and made some preparations
He changed the name to "Richmcmd Hill"
for building.
When he abandoned the idea of settling here, the place received
1

"
8
Can-a-se-ra-ga, an Indian name signifying amon^ the slippery elms."
10 This institution was started in the
spring of 18.58. The
building and grounds cost $12,000 to $16,000. It is under the
supervision of the M. E. dentimination.
11
Among the other early settlers were Daniel P.. Samuel, and
James Faulkner, Nathaniel and WilUam Porter, from Penn., in
1796; Jacob Welsh, Jacob Martz, and his son Conrad, Cieorge
Shirey, and Frederick Bamhart, from Penn., in 1798. \\ illiam
Phenix, Jas. Logan, David SchoU, and John Vaudeventer, were
also early settlers. The first marriage was that of William
McCartney and Mary McCurdy. Thos. McLain taught tiie first
Samuel Faulkner kept the first inn. in
school, in 1798 or '99
1796 Daniel P. Faulkner, the first store, in 1797 and '98 D.ivi.l
SchoU erected the first sawmill, in 179.5, and the first gristDiill,
in 1796. Mr. Scholl was Charles Williamson's millwriglit, and
buUt the mills for the Pulteney Estate.
12 There are 9 churches in town
2 Presb., 2 B. C, Prot. E
M. E., Bap., Evang. Luth., and Germ. Evang. Bef
13
in
1844.
The
Opened
building was burned in June.
;

:

;

;

present name.
Named friim General Micah Brooks, one of the purchasers of
1859.
yie Gardeau Reservation, and who settled at this place.
1*
6
Among the early settlers were Benj. W. Rogers, Isaac BronAmong the other early settlers were Dayid Corey and
aon. Gen. Mills, and Jesse Stanley, from Conn. The first store was brother, Peleg and Reuben Sweet, Abner Tuttle, Gideon Powell,
kept by Ebenezer Allen, about 1790. He brought in a lot of goods Wm. P. Wilcox, John II. Townser, and James Paino. The first
from Philadelphia, for the purpose of trading with the Indians. inn was kept at the village, by Alanson Hubbell, in 1820, and
the first store by Wm. P. Wilcox, near the center. Willouihby
The first raUl was built about 1820, by William SliuU.
1 2
Presb., 2 M.E., Meth.Prot., Bap., Prot.E.,Kef.Prot.D., and R.C. Lovell bnilt the first sawmill, in 1818, and Samuel Swain and
8 Named from Daniel P.
Faulkner, a prominent pioneer settler Lindsey Joslyn the first gristmill. In 1828.
15 There are 7 churches in
familiarly known as Capt. Dan Faulkner; hence the name
town; Bap., F. W- Bap, Fcesb., U.
" Dansville." In area this is the smallest town in the
co., and
E., Prot. E., Univ., and R. C.
oae of the smallest in the State.
25
its

6
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OSSIAX — was formed from Angelica,

(Allegany co.,) March 11, 1808. It was set off from Alletown on the s. border of the co. Its surface is broken and hilly,
the highest summits being 600 to 800 feet above the valleys.
Sugar Creek flows s. e. through near
the center. The soil in the valleys is a gravelly loam, and on the hills a sandy loam, with some clay

gany

It is the center

CO. in 1856.

In the n. w. part is a small gas spring. Ossian Center (Ossian p. o.) contains
in the e. part.
Vie^v (p. v.) a sawmill and about 12 houses. The
2 churches and about 18 houses; and
first settlement was made at the center, by Judge Richard W. Porter, and his brother, James Porter,

West

from N.

J.,

in 1804.^

The

first

church (Presb.) was formed Sept. 29, 1818.^

PORTAGE'—was formed from

Nunda, March

8,

1827.

It is the

s.

w. comer town of the

co.

near Portageville, being about 200 feet higher than the r.r.
Genesee River forms the w. boundary of the town. Its banks are steep and rocky, 100 to 200 ft.
high and in many places perpendicular. Coshaqua Creek flows thi'ough the e. part. The soil in
Its surface is hilly, the highest point,

the E. part is a clay loam, and in the w. a sandy loam. Oakland, (p. v.) in the N. e. part, contains 2 churches, a grist and saw mill, woolen factory, tannery, furnace, and 35 houses
HolloiT (p. V.) 2 churches, a tannery, and 31 houses. Portage Station, on the B. & N. Y.
;

C. R. R.,
in 1810.''

is

Hunts

on the line of Wyoming co. Settlement was commenced by Jacob Shaver, on Lot 150,
first church (Presb.) was formed at Hunts Hollow, about 1820.*

The

SPARTA—^was formed in Jan. 1789. A part of Springwater was taken off in 1816, West Sparta

and parts of North Dansville in 1846 and '49. A part of Dansville (Steuben co.) was annexed
and a part of Groveland in 1856. It lies s. e. of the center of the co. Its surface is hilly, the
highest summits being 800 to 1,000 ft. high. Canaseraga Creek flows on the w. border. The soil on
the hills is a gravelly loam, and in the valleys a sandy, clayey, and gravelly loam.
Several small
sulphur and gas springs are found near Scottsburgh. Scottsl>urgll,® (p. v.,) in the n. part, conIVortll Sparta, (p. o.,)
tains 2 churches, a steam saw and grist mill, a furnace, and 34 houses.
in the n. w. corner, Sparta, (p. o.,) in the w., and Reeds Corners, in the s. part, are hamlets.
Settlement was commenced near Scottsburgh, by Jesse Collar, from Penn., about 1794.'' The
in 1846,

in 1822,

census reports 6 churches.^

SPRIIVGWATER— was formed from

Sparta and Naples, (Ontario co.,) April 17, 1816. It is
very hilly, the highest summits being 600 to 1,000
ft. above the
The principal stream is the inlet of Hemlock Lake, which flows n. through
valleys.
the town, w. of the center. Conhocton River rises in the s. e. part and flows s. into Steuben co.
The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam. Spring'n'ater, (p. v.,) a r. r. station, n. w. of the center,
the

s. e.

corner town of the co.

Its surface is

East Sprlng^i^ater,
contains 2 churches, a sash and blind factory, a sawmill, and 62 houses.
The first settlement was made by Seth Knowles, from Cunn., on
(p.o.,) in the N. E., is a hamlet.
Lot 18, about 1807.» The first church (Bap.) was formed in ISie.""

WEST SPARTA—was formed from Sparta, Feb. 27, 1846.

It is an interior town, s. of the
summits being 500 to 700 ft. above the valleys. In the n. e. is an
extensive marsh, known as the Canaseraga Swamp. Canaseraga Creek flows n. along the e. border.
The soil is a clay loam in the n. and a sandy loam in the s. About one-half mi. n. of Byersville,

center.

Its surface is hilly, the

in a small stream called Butter Brook, is a perpendicular fall of about 60 ft.
KysorvIIle,
(p.v.,) in the n. part, on the G. V. Canal, contains 79 inhabitants
Corners, (p. v.,)
"
locally known as Brushville," on the line of Mt. Morris, 2 churches and 17 houses
Byersvllle,

Union

;

;

the other early settlers were Richard N. Porter, Jag.
Ilaynes, and James Croghan, about 1806, Jacob Clendenin, in
1807, Orrison Cleveland, Wm. and John Gould, and Neman
Orton, about 1810. Luther Bisbee was an early settler in the
The first cliild born was Abraham
N. w. corner of the town.
I'orter, in 1805 the first marriage was that of John Gelson and
r^etsey Shay, in 1816; and the first death, that of John Turner,
killed by the fall of a tree, in 1807.
Weston taught the first
sehool. in 1813 and '14 Oliver Stacy kept the first inn, in 1817 ;
and Daniel Canfield the first store, in 1824. The first sawmill
was built by Nathaniel Porter, in 1808 or '09 and the first gristmill, by John Smith, in 1826.
2 There are 2 churches in town ; Presb. and M. E.
3 Name derived from the portage or
carrying place around
the falls of Genesee River. For description of Portage Falls and
K. R. Bridge, see pp.710.
*
Ephraira Kingsley and Seth Sherwood settled on Lot 169 in
1811; Joseph Dixon, above Portageville. Col. Geo. Williams,
Russel Mes-enger, and Sanford Hunt all settled about 1814.
llorace Miller taught the first school, in 1817. The first inn
was kept by Prosper Adaoig, in 1817 : and the first store, at
Hunts llfllnw. by Sanford Hunt, in 1818, Russel Messenger
tailt the first sawmill, in 1816, and the fii-st gristmill, in 1817.
1

Among

;

;

;

B

There are 4 churches in town

;

Presb., Meth. Prot., Prot. E.,

and Bap.
8

Named from Matthew and William

Scott, early settlers at

this place.

Darling Havens settled at North Sparta John' Niblack, on
Lot 28; John Smith. Asa Simmons, Robert Wilson, and Thomas
Hovey, previous to 1798 and Peter Roberts, on Lot 27, in 1799.
Samuel and James Rodman were early settlers. Most of these
were from Penn. The first school was taught by Thos. Bohanan,
in 1800-01. The first inn was kept by Darling Havens^ at North
Sparta, about 1800 ; and the first gristmill was built by Wm. D.
» 2 M. E., 2 Presb.,
Bap., and Evang. Ref.
McNair, in 1810.
9
Among the other early settlers were Eber Watkins, Joshua
Herrick, Peter Welch, Adam Miller, and Samuel Hines, in 1808 ;
Reuben and Phineas Gilbert, from Mass., in 1810; Hugh Wilson,
Henry Cole, Samuel Sparks, James Blake, Benj. Livermore, and
David Frozer. Jacob Cannon settled op the E. hill in 1812. The
first death was that of Mrs. Benjamin Farnham, in 1813. James
Blake taught the first school, in 1813-14. Oliver Jennings kept
the first inn, about 1815. Hosea H. Grover kept the first store,
in 1815. The first sawmill was built by Samuel Hines, in 1809;
and the first gristmill, by Hugh Wilson, in 1813.
w There are 4 churched in town ; Presb., Bap., M. E., Christian.
'

;

;
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61 inhabitants.

was commenced in the

s.

part,

Woodville,

by Jeremiah Gregory,

in the

in 1795.^

s. e.
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corner,

YORK—was formed from Caledonia and Leicester, March 26, 1819.
annexed

in 1823.

It lies

on the w. border of the

with a general inclination
parts.

The

soil in the

York Center

(York

p. o.)

of the center.

Brown and Calder Creeks

to the E.

center and

co., n.

is

a hamlet.

Settlement

The first church organization was Bap.'

A part of Covington
Its surface is

was

undulating,

flow e. through the central and n.

a clay loam, and in the n. e. part a sandy and gravelly loam.
contains 4 churches and 321 inhabitants Fotvlerville,* (Invers.

is

;

ness p.o.,) in the n.e. part, 2 churches, a machine shop,* and 3G9 inhabitants Grci^svllle,
on
(p.v.,) in the s. part, a church and 22 houses
Plffardinla,^ (Pifiard p.o.,) in the s.e.
;

;

part,

the G. V. Canal, a church and 23 houses.
Settlement was commenced in the n. e. part, by several
Scotch families, about the year 1800.* The first church (Scotch Ref. Presb.) was formed in 1816.'

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dicellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Livingston County.
AcBES OF Land.

Names of Towns.

Avon
Caledonia.

Conesus
Genesee
Groveland.
Leicester

Lima.
Livonia
Mount Morris

North Dansville.
Nunda.
Ossian.-

Portage
Sparta.

Springwater.

West Sparta
York
Total

MADISOI^

cou:n"ty.

This county was formed from Chenango, March 21, 1806, and named
That part of Stockbridge e. of
Oneida Creek was annexed from Oneida in 1836. It is situated in
the central part of the State, is centrally distant 98 mi. from Albany,
and contains an area of 670 sq. mi. The extreme n. part is low, level,
and swampy but the central and s. parts are hilly, and constitute a
portion of the general system of highlands which occupy Central
New York. The hills generally have rounded outlines and steep
declivities, their highest summits being 500 to 800 ft. above the
The highlands are divided
valleys and 900 to 1,200 ft. above tide.
into separate ridges by a series of valleys extending n. and s., and
they form the watershed between Susquehanna River and Oneida
The principal streams upon the n. slope are Chittenango^ Creek, forming a part of the w.
Lake.
boundary of the co., Oneida Creek, forming a part of the e. boundary, and the Canaseraga,^ Canasin honor of President Madison.

;

tota,^ and Cowaselon Creeks: and the principal flowing s. are Unadilla River, upon the e. border,
Beaver Creek, Chenango River and its branches, Otselic* Creek, and Tioughnioga River. The
principal bodies of water are Oneida Lake, forming the n. boundary, and Owahgena or Cazenovia
Lake, near the center of the w. border. The latter, a beautiful sheet of water, 4 mi. long, is 900 ft.
above tide, and is completely surrounded by gradually sloping hillsides. The lowest rocks of the
The red iron ore peculiar to this
CO., outcropping along Oneida Lake, belong to the Clinton group.

group is found to a limited extent, but not in sufiicient quantities to render mining profitable. Next
above this successively appear the Niagara and Onondaga groups, underlying the whole swampy
The red shales form the surface rock s. of the swamp, and beds of gypsum extend along
region.^
These beds are extensively quarried in some sections, and furnish an excelthe base of the hills.
lent quality of plaster.
Upon the n. declivities of the hills successively appear the water lime-

Pentamerus limestone, Oriskany sandstone, and Onondaga limestone. From these groups
are obtained an abundance of waterlime, quicklime, and building stone, all of excellent quality.
Next above appear the Marcellus and Hamilton shales, covering" more than one-half of the
stone,

The TuUy limestone, Genesee slate, and Ithaca groups are found to a
entire surface of the co.
limited extent covering the tops of the southern hills.
large share of the co. is covered deep with
drift deposits.
The soil upon the flat lands of the N. is generally a red clay, with great quantities

A

muck and marl in the swampy regions. Upon the northern declivities of the hills the soil is a
gravelly loam intermixed with lime and plaster, and is very productive. Farther s. the soil upon
the hills is a clayey, gravelly, and shaly loam, best adapted to pasturage, and in the valleys a
The people are principally engaged in stock raising and dairying.
gravelly loam and alluvium.

of

Manufactures are principally confined to two or three villages.
The courthouse is a two story wooden building, pleasantly
situated on a small park, fronting on a main street.
It was built in 1849, and contains the court'
and jury rooms.'' The clerk's office is a small, brick, fire-proof building adjoining the courthouse.
The jail was burned in the winter of 1858. The poorhouse is located upon a farm of 135 acres
near Eaton village, 5 mi. s. e. of Morrisville. The average number of inmates is 130, supported at
a cost of 56 cts. per week each. A school is taught during the whole year. The farm yields a

Hops are largely
The CO. seat is

cultivated.

located at Morrisville.

revenue of $1,500.* The principal public works in the

co. are the

Erie Canal and the N. Y. Central

"
1
Meaning waters divide and run n." Seaver, in " The Life schoolhouse in the village of Hamilton." The first officers were
of Mary Jemison," gays it is a corruption of the Oneida word Peter Smith, First Judge ; Sylvanxis Smalley, Edward Green,
" Chu-de-nftany," signifying "where the sun shines out."
Elisha Payne, and David Cook, Associate Judges; Asa B. Sizer,
"
"
«
Meaning Big Elkshorn." Seaver gives it as Ka-na-so-wa- Co. Cleric ; Jeremiah Whipple, Sheriff; and Thos. H. Hnbbard,
"several
of
beads
with
a
strings
ga," signifying
string lying Surrogate. In 1810, Cazenovia was selected as the site of the
across."
CO. buildings, and Col. John Lincklaen and Capt. Jackson were
' " Ka-ne-to-ta," signifying " pine tree standing alone."
appointed to superintend the building of a courthouse. A brick
"
*
Meaning Capfnll."
building was erected, and the first court was held in it in Jan.
In the marsh near Canastota a brine spring
found. A 1812. In 1817 the co. seat was removed to Morrisville, and the
boring of 190 ft. was made here but the water obtained was first court was held there Oct. 7, 1817.
1 Ellis
not suflBciently strong to warrant the further prosecution of the
Moss, Sam'l White, and Oliver Pool were appointed to
work.
superintend the erection of the courthouse.
8 This institution consists of three two story stone
• The first courts were held alternately at "the
schoolhouse,
buildings;
near David Barnard's, in Sullivan, [now Lenox,] and at the the poorhouse proper, a lunatic asylum, and a hospital.
<>

i.-s

;
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R. R., extending through Lenox and Sullivan. Among the hills are several large
Cazenovia Lake is used for the same purpose.
voirs, used as feeders for the canal.

artificial reser-

There are seven weekly newspapers published in the co.*
Towns."*
Nearly all the s. half of this co. belonged to the tract known as the "Chenango Twenty
A strip lying between this tract and the Military Tract, including De Ruyter and the greater part
of Cazenovia, was embraced in the Lincklaen Purchase. The Oneida Indian Reservation, origintracts.
embracing all the n. part of the co., was subsequently divided into several large
New Petersburgh Tract," or purchase of Peter Smith, includes nearly all of Smithfield and
Fenner, the n. part of Cazenovia, and a strip a mile wide across the s. part of Stockbridge. The
remainder of Stockbridge was included in the reservation of the Stockbridge Indians. Lenox and
Sullivan constituted the n. w. portion of the Oneida Indian Reservation. The first settlements were
made by squatters upon the Oneida Reservation, in 1790.' The permanent settlements were commenced about 1795, and the co. rapidly filled up with immigrants, principally from New England.

ally

The

I

"

The Madison Freeholder was commenced

The

at Peterboro, before or in the early part of 1808, by Jonathan Bunce &
Oo. It soon after appeared as
Freeholder, and was continued until 1813. It was then

changed to
The Madiion County Herald, and was continued several years.
The Chi-Ulian and Citizen was published at Peterboro, in 1854,
by Pruyn & Walker.
The Pilot was established at Cazenovia, in Aug. 1808, by Oran
E. Baker, and continued until Aug. 1823.
Thi Republican Monitor was started at Cazenovia, in Sept. 1823,
by L. L. Kice. It was published by John F. Faircliild
from April, 1825, until Jan. 1832, by J. F. Fairchild
& Son until July, 1840, and by J. F. Fairchild until
March 4, 1841, when it was discontinued.
The, Students Miscellany, semi-mo., was published at Cazenoria,
in 1831, by A. Owen and L. Kidder.
The Union Herald was commenced in May, 1835, by L. Myrick
and K. W. Clark. In 1836 Clark withdrew and in 1840
the paper was discontinued.
The Cazenovia Democrat was started in Sept. 1836, by J. W.
Chubbuck & Co. it was edited by J. W. Dwinelle. In
Feb. 1837, it was discontinued.
The Madison County Eagle was commenced at Cazenovia, in
Feb. 1840, by Cj'rus 0. Pool. In 1841 it was published
by Thos. S. Myrick and W. H. Phillips. In June, 1S42,
Myrick withdrew; and in May, 1845, its name was
changed to
The Madison County Whig. In Aug. 1848, Phillips was succeeded by H. A. Cooledge, by whom the paper was
changed to
ThA Madison County News, in Oct. 1853. In May, 1854, it was
again changed to
The Madison County Whig ; and in Jan. 1857, it was discontinued.
The Abolitionist was started at Cazenovia, in 1841, by Luther
Myrick, and continued 2 years.
The Madison and Onondaga Abolitionist was published in 1843,
by Luther Myrick.
T?ie Madison Republic was commenced at Cazenovia, in Jan.
1850, by W. H. Phillips, and continued about 3 months.
The Cazenonia Gazette was published by Baker &, Debnam, trom
Oct. 1851, until May, 1852.
The Progressive Christian was established in April, 1853, by A.
Pryne, and was continued 2 years.
The Cazenovia Republican was commenced May 1,
1854, by Seneca Lake, its present publisher.
2'he Clazette and Madison County Advertiser was established at
Peterboro in May, 1817, by John B. Johnson and son.
It was removed to Morrisville in 1819, and discontinued
;

;

The

The

in 1822.
Madison Observer was commenced at Cazenovia, in Jan.
1821, by Rice & Hale. It was removed to Morrisville
in 1822; and in 1824 Bennett Bicknell became its pubIn 1829 it was united with The Hamilton Relisher.
corder, and was issued as
Observer and Recorder. In 1832 it passed into the hands
of H. C. Bicknell and Jas. Norton, and in 1834 into
those of Jas. Norton. In 1835 it was changed to

The Madison Observer.
whom

The

The

In

18.39 J.

and

E.

Norton

publishers, and in 1856 Edward Norton, by
published.
Hamilton Recorder was started in 1817, by John G. Stower
and P. B. Havens. In 1819 it passed into the hands of
Stower & Williams, and afterward into those of .John
In 1829 it was removed to Morrisville
P. Van Sice.
and united with The Observer.
Madison Farmer was published at Hamilton, in 1828, by

became

its

it is still

Nathaniel King.
Thje CfivUian

was started July

The

by Lorin Bewey.

In

passed into the hands of Lewison Fairchild,
and in Nov. 1831, it was discontinued.
Hamilton Courier was commenced by 6. R. Waldron, in
Feb. 1834, and the following year it appeared as
Hamilton Courier and Madison Co. Advertiser. It was continued until 1838.
Feb. 1831,

The

27, 1830,

it

The Hamilton PaUadium was started in 1838, by John Atwood,
and continued 6 years, a part of the time by J. & D. Atwood.

The Hamilton Eagle was published in 18,39, by G. R. Waldron.
The Literary Visitor was jmblislied at Hamilton about 3 months,
in 1842, by Dennis Redman.
The Democratic Reflector was started at Hamilton by G. R. Waldron, in 1842, and was published by Waldron & Baker
from 1843 until 1854, and 2 years by Waldron alone,
when it was united with The Madison Co. Journal,
and appeared as

The Democratic Republican.

It

is

now published

by Waldron & James.
The Madison Orunty Journal was commenced in Sept. 1849, by
E. F. k C. B. Gould. W. W. Chubbuck, F. B. Fi.sher,
and T. L. James were afterward interested in its publication and in 1856 it was united with The Democratic
:

Reflector.

The Mill Boy ) were published during the campaign of 1844,
and
Vthe former at the Palladium and the latter at
The Polker
) the Reflector office.
The Land Mark was published as a campaign paper in 1850.
The New York State Radii was removed from Fort Plain, Montgomery CO., in 1854, by L. S. Backus, and continued
about 18 mouths, when it was returned to Fort
Plain.

The Democratic Union

was commenced at Hamilton,
by Levi S. Backus and in 1857 it passed into
the hands of W. H. Baker, its present publisher.
Canastota Register was published in 1830, by Silas Judd
and H. B. Mattison, and in 1831 by H. S. Merritt.
Canastota Tinier was commenced in 1857, by Geo. H. Merri.im, and was discontinued the following year.
Canastota Eagle was started Nov. 4, 1858, by J. E.
N. Backus, its present publisher.
Chitlenango Herald was established in 1832, by Isaac Lyon,
and was published successively as
Chittenango Republican,
Phoenix, and
Democratic Gazette, until 1856, when it was discontinued.
De Ruyter Herald was published in 1835, by C. W. Mason.
Protestant Sentinel was brought from Schenectady to Da
Ruyter in Nov. 1836, and was published by J. & C. H.
Maxson until the fall of 18.37. It then passed into the
hands of Wm. D. Cochran, by whom it was issued as
Protestant Sentinel and Sevetith Day Baptist Journal. In
Feb. 1840, Joel Greene became its publisher, and changed
in 1856,

Tlie

The

;

The
The
Tlie

The
The
The
Th«

The

it

to

The Seventh Day Baptist Register.
hands of James Bailey, by

In 1841

whom

it

it

passed into the

was continued

until

1845.

The National Banner was commenced at De Ruyter in Oct.
1847, by A. C. Hill, and continued 2 years.
The Central New Yorker was published at De Ruyter, by E. F.
& C. B. Gould, from Sept. 1848, until May, 1851.
The Banner of the Times was started at De Ruyter, by Walker
& Hill, and continued until 1855.
The Oneida Telegraph was commenced at Oneida, in Sept. 1851,
by D. H. Frost. In June, 1854, it passed into the hands
of .Tdhn Crawford, and was changed to
The Oneida Sachem, under which name it is still published.

The Circular
weekly
2

of this CO.
Nelson
Eaton

was established in 1852, and
Oneida Community.

is

publishen

at the

The following

is

a

list

of these townships within the limits

No.

1.

'•

2.

Lebanon
Georaetown

3.

Brookfleld

:

"
"

Madison
Hamilton

The Canastota Tract

No.

5.

"

19

"

6.

& 20

4.

was granted in lieu of the
the "Twenty Towns;" but by some overin this co.

school lots reserved in
sight was sold with those lands.
8 See
page 461.
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BROOHFIEL.I>—was

formed from Paris, (Oneida co.,) March 5, 1795; and Columbus
(Chenango co.) was taken off in 1805. It is the s. E. corner town of the co. Its surface is a hilly
upland, broken by the valleys of Unadilla River and Beaver Creek. Unadilla Kiver forms the e.
boundary. Beaver Creek flows through near the center, and the e. branch of the Chenango through
the N. w. part.

Several smaller streams take their rise in the town.

The

a gravelly loain.

soil is

Clarliville,' (Brookfield p.o.,) incorp. April 5, 1834, contains 2 churches, the Brookfield Academy, a hoe and fork manufactory, gristmill, and tannery. Pop. 578. Leonardsville (p. v.)
contains 1 church, a bank, and several manufactories.^ Pop. 366. IVoi'tli Brookfield (p.
v.)
has 275 inhabitants. Soutb Brookfield (p. o.) is a hamlet, and Be L.aiicey^ a p. o. The first
settlement was made by Daniel Brown, in 1791.* The census reports 6 churches in town.*

CAZEIVOVIA®—was

formed from Paris and Whitestovm, (Oneida co.,) 3Iarch 5, 1795. De
and Nelson in 1807, and a part of Fenner
in 1823.
It is the central town upon the w. border of the co.
Its surface is a rolling upland,
broken by the valleys of Chittenango and Limestone Creeks. The summits of the hills are 300
to 500 feet above the valleys.
Owahgena or Cazenovia Lake, in the n. part of the town, is a
beautiful sheet of water about 4 mi. long.
Its outlet
Chittenango Creek forms a part of the
boundary between this town and Fenner. In its course it has a fall of several hundred feet, affording a great number of valuable mill sites. At the Chittenango Fall the water plunges in a beautiful
cascade perpendicularly over a ledge of limestone rock 136 feet in height. Limestone Creek flows
across the s. part of the town.
Hydraulic and common limestone are quarried near Chittenango
Falls.
The soil in the n. and central parts is a gravelly loam, and in the s. a clayey loam underlaid by hardpan.
Cazenovia, (p. v.,) incorp. Feb. 7, 1810, is beautifully situated on Chittenango
Creek, at the foot of Cazenovia Lake. It contains 7 churches, an academy,' a bank, and several
manufactories.^ Pop. 1177. IVe'^v IVoodstock (p. v.) contains 2 churches and 273 inhabit-

Ruyter was taken

off in 1798, Sullivan in 1803, Smithfield

—

ants.

Cbittenang'O Falls

is

a

p. o.

—

Settlement was commenced in 1793, by John Lincklaen,

from Amsterdam, Holland.® The first church (Presb.) was organized May 17, 1799, with 5 memThe census reports 9 churches in town.'°
bers and the Rev. Joshua Leonard was the first pastor.
;

BE RUYTER" —was formed from Cazenovia, March 15, 1798.

Georgetown was taken

off in

1815, and German (Chenango co.) in 1806. It is the s. w. corner town of the co. Its surface conThe summits of the hills are
sists of hilly upland, broken by the valley of Tioughnioga River.

above the valleys. The principal streams are Tioughnioga River and its tributaries.
a gravelly and sandy loam on the hills and alluvium in the valleys.
Ruyter,
and several manufactories.^* Pop.
(p.T.,) incorp. April 15, 1833, contains 3 churches, an academy,^^
727.
Sheds Corners is a p. o. The first settlers were Elijah and Elias Benjamin and Eli
Colgrove, in 1793." The first church (Bap.) was formed by Elder Joel Butler, Nov. 5, 1799.^^

400

The

to

500

ft.

Be

soil is

EATOW^—was

It is an interior town, situated near
6, 1807.
a rolling upland, broken by the valley of Chenango River
into two ridges, whose summits are 400 to 600 ft. in height.
The Chenango flows s. through the
center.
The outlet of the Eaton Reservoir flows through a deep, narrow ravine, and affords a large
number of valuable mill sites. Hatchs Lake and Bradley Brook Reservoir, and several smaller

formed from Hamilton, Feb.

the center of the co.

The

reservoirs, are in this town.

Morrisville,"
1

surface

The

(p. v.,) situated

is

soil is

a gravelly loam, intermixed with clay in the valleys.
It contains 3
13, 1819.

on Chenango River, was incorp. April

Named from Joseph

in 1793; and Joseph Simms, Isaac Moss, Gideon Freeman, and
David Fay soon after. The first birth was that of a child of
Noah Taylor, in 1794. John Lincklaen built the first saw and

Clark, formerly State Senator.
fork manufactory, gristmill, sawmill, and tannery.

2

A

3

Named from John De Lancy.

4 John and Elias
Button, Lawton Palmer, Saml. H. Burdick,
Saml. Billings, David Maine, Stephen Collins, Thos. and James
Rogers, and Paul and Perry Maxson settled in the town in 1792.
Stephen Hoxie, Simeon, Nathaniel, and Eleazer Brown, Henry
Clark, Robert Randall, Asa Friuk, Ethan, Oliver, and Phineas
Babcock, Ira and Nathan Burdick, and Youman York were also
early settlers. John Buttou built the first gristmill, in 1792
and Reuben Leonard opened the first store, in 1801. The first
Bchool was taught by Asa Carrier, in the winter of 1796-97.
5 2 Seventh
Day Bap., 2 M. E., Bap., Univ.
6 Named from
Theophilus Cazenove, the first general agent
of the Holland Land Company.
' The Oneida Conference Seminary is a
large and flourishing
institution, under the care of the Methodist denomination.
8 In and near Cazenovia, on Chittenango Creek, are a woolen
factory, paper mill, oil mill, town clock factory, furnace, machine shop. 2 gristmills, and a sawmill.
9 Archibald B.ates, Wm. Gillett, Wm. Miles, Ben.j. Pierson,
Noah Taylor, Saml. S. Forman, Ira Peck, Nathan Webb, Shubael
lirooks, and others named Tyler and Auger settled in the town
;

grist mills, in 1794.
10 2
Bap., 2 M. E., Cong., Presb., Prot. E.,
11

12

Union, and Univ.
Named from Admiral De Ruyter, of the Dutch Navy.
The De Ruyter Institute is under the care of the Seventh Day

Baptist denomination.
13 2
tanneries, 2 sawmills, a gristmill,

oil

mill, furnace,

and

cabinetware manufactory.
1*
Joseph Messenger and Sam'l Thomson settled in the town
Darius Benjamin, Justus, Jeremiah, and Ebenezer
in 1795.
Gage, and Daniel Page were also early settlers. The first birth
was that of Frederick Benjamin, about 1798 Joseph Messenger
opened the first inn, in 1796 ; Samuel Bowen kept the first store ;
Joseph Rich built the first sawmill, in 1807, and the first gristThe first school was taught by Eli Gage, in the
mill, in 1809.
winter of 1799.
16 There are 6 churches In town ; 2 Friends, and 1 each Bap.,
Seventh Day Bap., M. E„ and Presb.
16 Named from Gen. Wm. Eaton, commander of the U. S. military forces in the expedition to Tripoli.
" Named from a family of early settlers in town.
:
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churches, a newspaper oflBco, and several manufactxjries.^ Pop. 715. Eaton, (p. v.,) commonly
"'
Ealon,
Loij City," contains 3 churches and several manufactories.'
Pup. 510.
"
IjeeviUe," contains 2 churches, a woolen factory, sawmill, and ulmiit 40
(p. V.,) commonly called
is a
houses; and Pratts Hollow' (p. v.) 1 church and about 20 houses. Pine
p. o.

West

called

Woods

by John and James Salisbury, from Vt. but the first permanent
Leland, from Sherburne, Mass., in 1793.* The first church (Presb.) was formed
Settled in 1792,

;

settler

was Joshua

in 1805.*

FEM^ER*—was

It is an interior
formed from Cazcnovia and Smithfield, April 22, 1823.
town, lying n. w. of tlie center of the co. Its surface is a rolling upland. Oneida, Cauaseraga, and
Chittenango Creeks have their sources in this town. The latter forms a part of its w. boundary.

and on the l)ank of Chittenango Creek calcareous tufa is quara gravelly and clayey loam. Perry ville, (p. v.,) partly
Fenner (p.o.) is a hamlet. The first settlein this town, contains 2 churches and 25 houses.
ment was made about the year 1793.'' The first church (Bap.) was organized Aug. 23, 1801.*

Extensive marl beds are found
ried

and burned

The

into lime.

;

soil is

OEORGETOWIV— was

formed from De Ruyter, April 7, 1815. It lies upon the s. border
w. of the center. The surface is a hilly upland, broken by the valley of Otselic Creek
into two ridges.
The summits of the hills are 500 to GOO ft. al)ove the valleys. The principal
streams are Otselic Creek and its branches. The soil upon the hills is yellow loam, and in the
Georgetown (p. v.) contains 3 churches, and has a population
valleys a gravelly alluvium.
of 280. The first settlement was made by Ezra Sexton, in 1804.® Lewis Anathe Mullcr, a French
refugee, settled in this town about 1810, and remained until the restoration of Louis Philippe.***
The first religious services were conducted by Ezra Sexton, at the house of Bethel Ilurd, in 1805."
of the

CO.,

—

IIAMIETOIV was formed from Paris, (Oneida co.,) IMarch 5, 1795, and was named from
Alexander Hamilton. Eaton, Lebanon, and Madison were taken off in 1807. It lies upon the s.
border of the co., between Lebanon and Brookfield. Its surface is a rolling upland, broken by the
The soil is a gravelly loam in the valleys and a
valleys of Chenango River and its east branch.
clayey loam upon the hills. Hamilton,^' (p. v.,) incorp. April 12, 1812, is situated on the
Chenango Canal. It contains 4 churches, the Hamilton Academy, the Hamilton Female Seminary,
2 newspaper offices, and a bank. Pop. 1448. The Madison University, located at this place,
It consists of a
under the care of the Baptist denomination, was incorp. March 26, 1846.
grammar school, a collegiate and a theological department. Nine professors are employed, and
in 1857 31 theological students, 123 under-graduates, and 71 grammar school students were in
Earllibraries connected with the university contain about 8,900 volumes.^'
has
a
of 441,
2
and
on
the
line
of
contains
churches,
Sherburne,
pop.
Ville," (p. V.,)
(Chenango co.,)
of which 233 are in this town. Poolville (p. v.) contains 2 churches and about 40 houses, and
The

attendance.

1 A silk
factory, distillery, tannery, iron foundry, machine
Bhop, gristmill, and sawmill. There were formerly several woolen

and near Morrisville, but they have been abandoned.
2 A woolen
factory, a tool factory and trip hammer, distillery,
tannery, gristmill, and sawmill.
8 Named from John and Matthew
Pratt, early settlers.
* John H. and
Benj. Morris settled in the town in 1794; Benj.
Morse, Daniel Abbey, Simeon Gillett, Levi Barney, and Elijah
Hayden, in 179,5 Joseph Moss, Wm. Mills, Lewis Wilson, Sam'l
Sinclair, Humphrey Palmer, and
McCrellis, in 1796 and
Rawson Harmon, in 1797. Thos. Morris, Windsor and Ziba Coman, Gonstandt, Robert, and Cjtus Avery, Joseph French, and
Abiathar Gates were also early settlers. The first birth was
that of Col. Uriah Leland, Nov. 1, 1793 the tirst marriage, that
of Lewis Wilson and Dorcas Gillett, in 1796; and the first death,
that of Simeon Gillett, in 1796. Joshua Leland opened the first
inn, in 1794, and erected the first saw and grist mills, in 1795.
David Gaston kept the first store, in 1804. The first school was
taught by Dr. James Pratt, in the winter of 1797-98,— the first
month at the house of Joseph Moss, the second near Morrisville,
the third near Log City, and the fourth near the residence of
Joshua Leland.
6 The census
reports 8 churches in town ; 3 Bap., 3 M. E., and
2 Cong.
6 Named from Gov.
Fenner, of Rhode Island.
'
Among the early settlers were Alpheus Twist and James
Hunger, from Conn., who located a mi. s. of the center, Jonathan Munger and
Page in the N. part, and Elisha Freeman,
Ithnriel Flower, Ames Webster and Amanda Munger in the s.
part. The first birth was that of a child of Alpheus Twist; and
the first death, that of the wife of Alpheus Twist. Elder Nathan
Baker was the first preacher.
8 The census
reports 5 churches 3 M. E., Bap., and Prot. E.
' Matthew
Hallenbeck, Joab Bishop, John C. Paine, and Bailey
Carter settled in the town in 1804, and Mitchell Atwood, Wm.
Paine, Bethel Hurd, Joseph P. Harrison, and Josiah Purdy in
1805. Ebenezer Hull, Apollos Drake, Elijah and Alfred Brown,
factories in

;

;

;

1

.

;

Jesse Jerrold, Zadock Hawks, John Gibson,
Hunt, David
Parker, Philetus Stewart, Calvin Cross, Dr. Smith, Benj. Bonner,
Alvord, were also early settlers. The first
Capt. White, and
birth was that of Weston Paine, in 1805; and the first death,
that of Mrs. Ezra Sexton, in 1807. .Mitchell Atwood ))uilt the
first sawmill, in 1806, and Bishop & Hunt the first gristmill, in
J. C. Paine was an early innkeeper.
10 Muller settled on the hill, about 3 mi. w. of
Georgetown,
erected a large and spacious dwelling, laid out extensive grounds,
excavated an artificial pond, and planted great numbers of fruit
He attempted the establishment of a village, by erecting
trees.
2 storehouses, several dwellings, a blacksmith shop, and a gristmill.
It is supposed that he brought with him to town not less
than $150,000, and that he carried away not to exceed $1500.
When Bonaparte abdicated, Muller returned to France, leaving
his wife and children in New York. He afterward returned to
dispose of his property here. When he reached Georgetown, his
house was stripped of its furniture ; his stock and every mi. ^able
article had disappeared; weeds covered the gardens, the walks,
the roads, and fields ; his village was forsaken, and the mill deserted. The agent in whose charge he had left his property had
sold every movable article and deserted the place. Muller sold
the property and returned to France ; and to this day no ono
knows who or what he was.
11 There are 3 churches in town
;
Bap., Presb., and Union.
12
Formerly called ''Paynesrille."
13 The '' Hamilton
Theological Seminary" was established in
1820, under the auspices of the Baptist Education Society of tho
State of New York. In 1834 a collegiate course was instituted,
and the seminary assumed the name of the " Hamilton Lituranj
and Theological Seminary;" and in 1846 the institution was incorp. as the Madison University. The theological department
is still under the control of the Baptist Educational Society. The
aggregate number of graduates of the theological department ia
302, and of the collegiate department 462.
1* Named from Joaas
Earl, Canal Commissioner.

1807.
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HubbardsviUe^ (p. v.) 20 houses. £ast Hamilton (p. o.) is a hamlet, and Soutb Hamilton a p. 0. The first settlers were John Wells and Abner Nash, from Mass., and Patrick
Shields and John Muir, from Scotland, but late from Oneida co. They located upon Chenango,
near Earlville, in 1792.* The first church (Bap.) was formed in 1796.*

LiEBAlVO]V

—was

formed from Hamilton, Feb.

6,

It is the central

1807.

town upon the

s.

upland, lying between the Chenango and Otselic Rivers.
The summits in the w. part are 500 to 800 ft. above the valleys. The valley of Chenango River,
extending through the e. part, is about 1 mi. wide and is bordered by steep hillsides. The other

border of the

streams are

Its surface is a hilly

co.

smaU

The

brooks.

soil is

a yellow loam underlaid by hardpan upon the

Smitbs Valley* and
by Enoch Stowell and Jonathan Bates, from
IiEHfOX—^was

hills

and

I^ebanon (p. v.) contains 1 church, a sawmill, tannery, and 25 houses.
Middleport are hamlets. The first settlement was made in 1792,

alluvium in the valleys.

Vt.*

There are 4 churches in town.*

was taken off
and moderately hilly
Oneida Creek forms its e.
in the s.
Canastota and Cowaselon Creeks flow through the tovm.
The Cowaselon Swamp occupies a
boundary, and Oneida Lake a part of its n. boundary.
portion of the n. part. The soil in the n. is alluvium and in the s. a gravelly and clayey loam.
In the town are beds of gypsum and of red fossiliferous iron ore. Near Cowaselon Creek
and in the marsh near Canastota is a salt spring.'' Oneida (p. v.)
is a small sulphur spring
It is situated
is the principal station between Syracuse and Rome, on the N. Y. Central R. R.
on Oneida Creek, and was incorp. June 20, 1848. It contains 5 churches, the Oneida Seminary,^
a newspaper office, and a bank. Pop. 1713. Canastota, (p. v.,) incorp. April 28, 1835, is a
canal village and a station on the N. Y. Central R. R. It contains 3 churches, a newspaper office, a
in 1836.

formed from SuUivan, March

It is the n. e. corner

town of the

co.

3,

1809, and a part of Stockbridge

Its surface is level in the n.

;

bank, and a manufactory of astronomical and optical instruments.® Pop. 1081. TVampsville,
1 church and 25 houses. Pine Busb,
(p. V.,) a station on the N. Y. Central R. R., contains
(Bennetts Corners

Merrills ville, (Cowaselon

p. o.,)

lets.

ClodiVille,^"

mill.

Pop. 279.

(p. V.)

Quality

Oneida Lake

(p.o.)

p. o.,)

and

L.enox Furnace

are

ham-

contains 2 churches, a woolen factory, 2 flouring mills, and a sawHill (Lenox p.o.) is a thickly settled country street near Canastota.

and

church and about 30 houses.

Soutb Bay

are hamlets.

Durhamville

Oneida Valley

(p. v.)

contains 1

contains 1034 inhabitants, of whom 234
"Oneida Community," of about 200 persons,

(p. v.)

town ;" the p. office is in Oneida co. The
organized upon a peculiar religious and social basis, are located upon a farm of 390 acres on
Oneida Creek, 3 mi. s. of Oneida.^^ The first settlement was ma^e in 1792, by Conrad Klok and
his sons Joseph, John, and Conrad .^^ The census reports 14 churches in tovra."

are in this

MADISOjV—was

formed from Hamilton, Feb.

6,

1807.

It lies

on the

e.

border of the

co., s.

a rolling upland. The principal stream is Oriskany Creek. The
Madison Reservoir and several smaller ponds of water are in this town. The soil consists of a
gravelly loam in the valleys and a clayey loam upon the hills. Madison, (p. v.,) incorp. April
BoudiVille^^ (P-V.) contains 1
17, 1816, contains 4 churches, and has a population of 315.
church and 35 houses, and Solsville (p. v.) 17 houses. The first settlement was made in 1793.**
of the center.

Its surface is

1 Named from Calvin Hubbard.
*
Among the other early settlers were Sam'l and Elisha Payne,
who located upon the present site of Hamilton Village in 1794.

Theophilus and Benj. Pierce, Jonathan Olmsted. Daniel Smith,
and Nathan Foster settled in the town in 1V95, and Thomas
Greenly in 1796.
8 The census
reports 10 churches in town ; 4 M. E., 2 Bap., 2

Cong., Prot. E., and Univ.
4 Named from Justus Smith, a former resident.
6
Among the early settlers were John, Charles, James, and
Isaac Campbell, Thos. Hueston. Lent Bradley, Solomon Jones,
Abram Webster, Dan'l Stowell. David Hartson.
Rider. Josh.
Smith, Dea. Finney, David Shapley, Malchiah Hatch, Dr. Merrick,
Elihu Bosworth, Benj. Hewes, and Capt. Moore. Elisha Wheeler
built the first sawmill, and Daniel Wheeler the first gristmill
Israel Thayer kept the first store. The first school was taught
by Widow Nancy Campbell, a lady about 70 years of age.
8
Bap., Cong., M. E.. and Univ.
' At this
spring a boring was once made 196 ft. deep. At that
depth the auger broke, and the work was abandoned. The
strength of the water at the surface was 2i° by the instrument
used, and it waa increased to 9°. Geol. N. Y., III. p. 273.
8 The school was
opened Sept. 29, 1858, with about 200 pupils
and 5 male and 4 female teachers.
* Established
A. Spencer. The microscopes and other
Chas.
by
instruments made here have acquired merited celebrity. The
Hamilton
at
College was made here.
equatorial telescope
K Named from Conrad Klok, who settled near this place.
;

.

—

11

See page 470.
This community was organized in 1847, under John H.
Noyes, with whom their peculiar religious and social tenets
mostly originated. They form a general community, holding a
common interest in all things. The relation of the sexes is
placed, not, like that of civilized society, on the basis of law and
constraint, neither on the opposite one of mere freedom, but on
that of " inspiration." They are principally engaged in gardening, the nursery business, milling, and the manufacture of steel
traps, sewing silk, traveling bags, cravats, and palmleaf hats.
The Circular, a weekly paper, is published by the Communists.
13 The
Forbeses, Buvas, and Suyders were the early settlers.
H 5 M.E., 5 Presb., 2 Bap.. Cong., and R. C.
16 Named from Gov. Bouck
formerly called "JohnsviUe."
l« Samuel and Francis Clemens, Stephen F. Blackstone, John
and
his
son
Snow
Seth
Seth, Wm.and Da\nd Blair, Jam<"3
Niles,
Israel Bond, Elijah
Collister, Daniel Perkins, Henry W. and
and
Jesse
Amos
Mavnard, and Joel Crawford, settled
Blodget,
in the town in 1793 Gen. Erastus Cleveland, Thos. Mellen. Abiel
Hatch, Jas. McClenathan. Geo.. Chas., and Job Peckhand, BerJ.
Simmonds. Sj'lvester Woodward. Elijah Thompson, Sam'l Jones,
Jas. and Alex. White, Luther, Abiel, and Ephraim Clough. and
12

;

;

Jonathan Sloan, were also early settlers. The first births in
town were those of Marcena Collister and Stephen Blackstone,
both in 1794. Gen. Cleveland built the first gristmill and kept
the first store. Henry W. Bond built the first sawmill, in 1793.
Sam'l Clemens was an early innkeeper.
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church (Cong.) was organized in 1795, and the Rev. Ezra Woodworth was the

first

pastor.'

]VEl.SOX

—was

formed from Cazenovia, March 13, 1807. It is an interior town,
lying s. w.
Its surface consists of a rolling upland.
The principal stream is Chittenango Creek. The Erieville and Eaton reservoirs are in this town. The soil is generally a gravelly
loam. ErlcvllIe (p. v.) contains 3 churches and 191 inhabitants, and IVclson Flats
(Nelson
The first settlement was made in 1794,
p. 0.) 2 churches and 146 inhabitants.
Asa and Jedeof the center of the co.

by

diah Jackson.'*

The census

reports 5 churches in town.'

—

SjIIITII FIELD was formed from Cazenovia, March 13, 1807. A part of Fenner was taken
and of Stockbridge in 1836. It is an interior town, lying n. of the center of the co.
Its surface is a hilly and rolling upland.
The principal streams are Cowaselon and Oneida Creeks.
The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam. Limestone and gypsum are obtained in the n. e. corner.
Near Siloam is a small sulphur spring. I'eterboro,* (p. v.,) on Oneida Creek, near the center,
contains 3 churches and the Peterboro Academy. Pop. 350. Siloam (p. o.) is a hamlet. The
first settler was Jasper Alesworth, in 1795.*
Judge Greene C. Bronson resided in this town for
several years; and Hon. Gerrit Smith now resides in Peterboro.
In 1858, Wm. Evans, of Boston,
donated to this town the sum of ?10,000, to be invested, and the proceeds de\'%ted to the rblief
and support of the destitute and needy.' There are 3 churches in town.''

off in 1823,

—

STOCKBRIDGE —named

from the Stockbridge Indians was formed from Vernon and
and Smithfield and Lenox, May 20, 1836. It lies upon the e. border of the
Its surface is a rolling upland, broken by the deep valley of Oneida Creek,
CO., N. of the center.
which extends in a n. and s. direction through near the center of the town. The summits of the
hills are 500 to 800 ft. above the valley.
The falls of Oneida Creek consist of a succession of
rapids and low falls, affording numerous valuable mill sites.' Oriskany Creek takes its rise in the
s. part.
The soil is a clayey and gravelly loam. Limestone is extensively quarried from the

Augusta (Oneida

co.)

ledges that crop out upon the hillsides. Hydraulic limestone is also quarried near the falls of
Oneida Creek. Gypsum is obtained near Cooks Comers. In this town are an ancient burial
place and the ruins of an old fortification.' MunnsvlUe,'" (p. v.,) on Oneida Creek, contains
1 church and several manufactories." Pop. 287.
KnoxvIIle^' (Stockbridge p. o.) contains 3
Corners (p. v.) contains 1 church, a plaster
churches, and has a population of 138.

Cooks

and about 15 houses. The first settlement was made in 1791."
erected on the Indian Reservation, near Cooks Corners, about 1800.'*

mill,

A

mission church was

SUIil-IVAlV—was

formed from Cazenovia, Feb. 22, 1803, and Lenox was taken off in 1809.
w. corner town of the co. Its surface is level in the n. and rolling in the s. The
Cowaselon Swamp extends across the town from Chittenango Creek to the line of Lenox. South
of this swamp is the Vlaie, or natural meadow.'* Chittenango Creek flows through the town and
It is the N.

There are 6 chnrches in town; 2 M. E, Bap., Cong., Friends, the bed of the stream are depressions resembling the footprints
of men, cattle, and horses.
* The burial
Joseph Yaw, Ebenezer Lyon, Sam'l and Chas. Swift, Jonathan
place is on the hillside, about 1 mi. s. E. of MunnsMitchell settled in the town in ville. A small bone image of a woman, iron and steel axes, gun
Buell, Samuel Kinney, and
1794; Oliver Stone and James Ilinman, in 1795; Joshua Wells, barrels and fragments of gun locks, brass kettles, and tobacco
David Wellington, Israel Patterson, Rich. Karley. Dan'l Adams, pipes have been found. The axes are hatchet shaped, and are
Horatio Simms, Abner Camp, and Lemuel and Eldad Richardson, marked under the eye with three stars. The ruins of the fortifiin 1796. The first birth was that of Palmer Wells, in 1796 and cation are in the s. w. part of the town.
10 Named from Asa
the first death, that of Mrs. Bishop, about 1800. Jedediah JackMunn, the first storekeeper in the town.
11 A woolen
son kept the first inn, in 1794 Jeremiah Clark built the first
factory, a furnace, trip hammer and edge-tool
sawmill, about 1800, and Oliver Pool the first gristmill. Daniel factory, a sawmill, planing mill, and sash factory, and a gristmill.
12 Named from Herman
Russell was the first storekeeper. Dea. Dunham was one of the
Knox, an early resident.
13
earliest schoolteachers.
Among the early settlers were Oliver Steward, Nathan, Cal« 2 M. E.,
* Named from Peter Smith. vin,
Bap., Cong., and Univ.
Barney, John, and Alfred Edson, Wm., Elijah, and Joseph
6 Oliver Trumbull settled in the town the same
year. Peter Devine, Wm. Sloan, Benajah House, Annos Bridge, Jas. Tafft,
Smith was the proprietor of the soil, and settled at Peterboro at Aaron, Jajrus, and Matthew Rankin, Jonathan Snow, Isaac
an early day. Among the early settlers were families named Chadwick. Talcott Divan, Watrous Graves, and Daniel Thurston.
Cleveland, Coon, Babcock, Taylor, Messenger, Stone, Rich, Love- These settlers all located in the s. E. part of the town. The
land, Loomis, Merrill, Spencer, Bump, Northrup, Lathrop, Soper, first marriage was that of John Devine and Polly Edson, in
ghipman, Howard, Chaffer, Lyons, Moody, Spring, Myers, Brown, 179.3; and the first death, that of Widow Anna Hall, in 1795.
Austin, and Wright. Peter Smith built the first saw and grist The first saw and grist mills were built by the Stockbridge Inmill, Jas. Livingston kept the first store, and Lewis Cook kept dians, on their reservation, about 1794. The first school was
the first inn. Tabitha Havens taught the first school, in 1801.
taught by Edward Foster, in 1797.
* The
1* The census
provisions of the benefaction are, that the amount shall
reports 5 churches 2 Cong., Bap., M. E., and Univ.
15 Named from Gen. John Sullivan.
be loaned in sums of not over $1000 each, upon good bond and
16 The Vlaie is covered to the
mortgage security and that as soon after 1862 as the accumudepth of several feet with muck
lated interest amounts to a sufficient sum, a farm, of not less or peat underlaid by marl. It is destitute of timber, and supthan 50 acres, shall be bought, and suitable buildings erected ports a rank growth of ferns and weeds. " A ditch cut by the
side of the road shows vertical stumps 3 feet below the surfece,
thereon, to be used as a home for the destitute.
'
and then a small growth near the surface so that it would
Bap., Presb., and Free.
8 About
\ mi. E. of Munnsville, near the center of the town, appear that two forests have existed there." This land was originare several caves, in limestone, which have been explored but ally covered with water; but it is now partially drained by a
liartially on account of noxious gases.
In the rock that forms ditch dug by the State.
1

and Univ.
2

;

;

;

;

;
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forms a part of

its

w. boundary.

The Canastota and Cowaselon Creeks unite in
These streams afford numerous valuable

flow in an artificial channel to the lake.

the

swamp and

mill pri\-ileges.

On the Canaseraga, near Perryrille, is a waterfall 130 feet in height. Black Creek is a tributary
of the Chittenango. Gypsum is found in numerous localities and is extensively quarried.^ Waterlime is also obtained in the s. part.^ Marl and peat abound in tlie swampy regions. There are
several mineral springs in town, the principal of which are the "White Sulphur Spring" and the

—

—

"Yates Spring." The former known as Chittenango Springs is fitted up for the reception of
and the waters of both are celebrated for their medicinal properties.' The soil in the n. is
a clayey loam alternating with muck and marl, and in the s. it is a gravelly loam. Cbif tenan^O,
It contains 3 churches, the Yates
(p. V.,) on Chittenango Creek, was incorp. March 15, 1842.
Polytechnic Institute, a bank, a woolen factory, gristmill, and tannery. Pop. 916. Perry ville*
Cana.serag'a (Sullivan p.o.) contains 1 church and 25 houses,
(p.v.) is partly in this town.
and Ilrldg°eport (p.v.) 1 church and about 35 houses. Lakeport is a p.o. The first settlement was made in 1790, by squatters from the Mohawk Valley.^ The census reports 9 churches.*
visitors

;

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic 3Ianu/actures, of Montgomery County.
Acres of Land.

Najus

of Towns.

Brookfield....

Cazenovia

....

De Ruyter....
Eaton
Tenner
Georgetown..

Hamilton
Lebanon
Lenox
Madison

....

Nelson
Sraithfield.

...

Stockbridge..
Sullivan
Total..

MONROE COUNTY.
This county -was formed from Ontario and Genesee, Feb. 23, 1821.
on Lake Ontario, n. w. of the center of the State. It is centrally distant 202 mi. from Albany, and contains G82 sq. mi. The
It lies

surface

is

generally level or slightly undulating, with a moderate
The shore of the lake rises in blufi'a

inclination toward the lake.

ft. in
height and from its summit the surface gradually
upward to the lake ridge, a distance of 5 to 8 mi. from the
The summit of this ridge is 160 ft. above the lake and from
it the surface declines a few feet to the s., and then rises to the
summit of the Mountain Ridge, a distance of 1 to 3 mi., and 310 ft.

10 to 30

;

slopes
lake.

;

above the lake. South of this point the surface is gently rolling,
the ridges extending n. and s. The summits of the ridges along
above the lake and 000 to G50 ft. above tide. The principal stream

s. border are about 400 ft.
Genesee River, which flows a little e. of n. through the center of the co. Its valley is J mi. to 2
mi. wide, bordered by ridges 30 to CO ft. high. At Rochester the river flows over the solid limestone
which forms the Mountain Ridge a distance of 96 ft., forming the Upper Genesee Falls, and 2^ mi.
below it again descends 105 ft., to near the level of the lake, forming the Lower Genesee Falls.

the
is

The principal tributaries of the Genesee are Oatka and Black Creeks from the w., and Iloneoye
Creek from the e. The other principal streams of the co. are Sandy, Little Salmon, Salmon, Buttonwood, and Long Pond Creeks, w. of the Genesee, and Irondcquoit and Four Mile Creeks, e. of
that river, all flowing into Lake Ontario or some of its ba^'s.
In their passage from the central
part of the co. to the lake, these streams nearly all flow over the limestone ridge in a succession
of falls, forming an abundance of water-power. The principal bodies of water are Lake Ontario,

which forms
Ponds,

all

its N. boundary, Irondequoit and Bruddocks Bays, and Buck, Long, and Cranberry
indentations from Lake Ontario and connected with it by narrow and shallow straits.^

The lowest rock in the co. is the Medina sandstone, extending in a broad belt along the lake
Next above this is a thin stratum of the Clinton group, almost disappearing upon the w.
border of the co. and next above is the Niagara group, forming the abrupt terrace of the Mounshore.

;

This rock forms an excellent building material, and is extensively quarried. It also
The underlying rocks in the s. part of the co.
yields weak brine springs in several localities.
belong to the Onondaga salt group. Lime is extensively manufactured from the Niagara limestone ;
tain Ridge.

and the rocks in the s. part yield gypsum and waterlime. A large part of the co. is covered
with drift deposits, which mostly assume the character of ridges and rounded hills, mauy of them
Tufa and marl are found in several localities,
rising 50 to 100 ft. above the general surface.
forming elements of fertility to the soil almost invaluable. A small quantity of iron is found
associated with the Clinton group.

The soil is generally very fertile. Along the lake shore it consists of a red, argillaceous loam,
principally derived from the disintegration of the Medina sandstone. This is succeeded by a clay
derived from the disintegration of the Clinton and Niagara shales. The soil in the s. part is impregnated with lime and gypsum, two of the most important elements of wheat lands.
Agri-

—

culture forms the leading pursuit. Until within a few years past, wheat has been the great
staple ;
but since the commencement of the ravages of the wheat midge, barley, corn, and oats have,

become the staple productions. Most parts of the co. are well adapted to the culture of fruit,
and apples and peaches are largely produced. Wool growing is extensively carried on, and
stock growing and dairying are beginning to receive considerable attention.
The manufactures
are extensive, though mostly confined to Rochester and vicinity.
They consist chiefly of flour,
machinery, edge tools, cars, and almost every variety of articles of iron. Rochester is the business center of the co. and from it a large trade is carried on with the surrounding rich agricultural regions.
The canals and railroads centering at this place give it facilities for an extensive
inland trade and commerce.
A limited amount of commerce is carried on upon Lake Ontario.
;

1

The Irondequoit Bay

Is a narrow, deep body of water, exfrom the lake shore. From its 8.
a
extends
several mi. further s., forming
extremity deep valley

tendin;^ inland about 6 mi.

the deepest ravine along the n. border of the State. Some geohave supposed that Genesee River formerly flowed

logists

through

this valley.

895

MONROE COUNTY.

396

The

CO. seat is located at

the city of Rochester.^

The

courthouse, situated upon Buffalo

St.,

near the center of the city, is a commodious brick edifice, with an Ionic portico supported by four
massive pillars. The building is surmounted by a dome, the summit of which is 150 ft. high. It

and rooms for the court and co.
The jail is an old stone building,
part of the city. The poorhouse establishment

contains the usual

office, and rooms
upon the bank of the Genesee,
is located
upon a farm of 134 acres in
consists of three large buildings, one of which is

offices

for the city officers.'^

in the

s.

situated

Brighton, just s. of the city line of Rochester. It
used for an insane asylum. The average number of inmates

of 68

cts.

Four

each.

A

school

is

the co. clerk's

officers,

is

360, supported at a weekly cost

The farm yields a revenue of $3,500.
semi-monthly, and 3 monthly papers are published in

taught throughout the year.

daily, 2 tri-weekly, 8 weekly, 1

the CO.*
1 The first co. officers were Elisha B.
Strong, First Judge. ;
Timothy Barnard, Judge; Joseph Spencer, Assistant Justice;
James Seymour, Sheriff; Nathaniel Rochester, C'krk; and

Elisha Ely, Surrogate.
2 The first courthouse was built in
1821, soon after the organization of the CO. It was removed to give place to the present
structure in 1852. The present courthouse was built at a cost
of $•10,000, at the joint expense of the city and co.
* The Rochester
Oazette, the first paper published in Monroe
CO., was commenced in 1816 by Augustine G. Danby.
John Sheldon and Oran Follett were subsequently associated with him ; and in 1821 the paper passed into

W.

the hands of Levi

Sibley, publisher,

with Derick

Sibley as editor, and its name was changed to
The Monroe Republican. In 182.5 Whittlesey & Mumford became
proprietors. In July, 1827, it was purchased by Luther
Tucker & Co.. who changed its name to
The Rocliester Republican, and continued its publi-

The

cation in connection with the Rochester Daily Advertiser until 1839, when the establishment passed into the
hands of Thomas II. Hyatt. After passing through
vaiious hands, it is now published by Curtis, Butts &
Co.; Isaac Butts, editor.
Rochester Telegraph was commenced July 7, 1818, by Everard. Peck & Co. In 1824 Thurlow Weed became its

and in 1825 he and Robert Martin purchased
the establishment. In 1827 they commenced
in a short time was changed
editor,

Craftsman (Masonic) was commenced at Rochester in 1828
by E. J. Roberts. It was published about a year and
a half and then removed to Albany.
The Western Wanderer was commenced at Rochester in 1828 by
Peter Cherry. It soon passed into the hands of Edwin
Scranton, who changed its name to
The Rochester Oem. It subsequently passed into the hands of
Strong & Dawson, and was discontinued in 1843.
The. Spirit of the Age, semi-mo., was published in Rochester in
TJie

1830 by Ames & Barnum.
The Rochester Morning Courier was published

tion, entitled

The Morning Advertiser, was Issued from the same office. It
was soon after changed to
The Evening Advertiser, and in 1834 Smith sold the establishment to Shepard & Strong, who united the Republican
with the Inquirer and changed the name to
The Monroe Democrat, and the name of the daily to
In 1836, George Dawuon becamo
27(6 Rochester Daily Democrat.
interested in the establishment, and acted as editor
until 1839. In 1846, Alva Strong, Samuel P. Allen,
and Henry Cook were editors and proprietors. In Dec.
1857, the papers were united with the Daily and Weekly
American, and the daily is now issued as

Daily Advertiser, the first daily paper w. of
Albany, was commenced Oct. 25, 1826, by Luther
Tucker and Henry C. Sleight, under the firm of Luther
Tucker & Co. In 1828 the partnership was dissolved,
and the publication was continued by Tucker. On
the 1st of Jan. 1829, the paper was united with the
Rochester Daily Telegraph and issued as
The Rochester Daily Advertiser and Telegraph, by Tucker
& Martin. In 1829 Martin retired, and in 1830
Tucker dropped the sub-title of Telegraph. Henry
O'Reilly, H. L. Stevens, Thomas W. Flagg, and Hiram
Humphrey were successively interested with Tucker in
its

publication as associate editors, until

when

May

1839,

the establishment was transferred to Thomas H.
After
Hyatt, who became editor and proprietor.
passing through several hands, the paper was united
with the Rochester Daily Union, Sept. 1, 1856, and is
now published as

Tfce Rochester Daily
Isaac Butts, editor

;

Union and Advertiser.

Curtis, Butts

&

Co., proprietors.

The Rochester Mercury was commenced in Jan. 182V, by Luther
Tucker & Co. It was issued weekly in connection with
the Daily Advertiser, and was merged in the Rochester
Republican when that paper passed into the hands of
the Daily Advertiser.

The Rochester Observer was commenced in 1827. Luther'Tucker

&

The Daily Democrat and American, and the
weekly as
The Monroe Democrat, by Strong, Allen & Huntington, proprietors, and S.
Allen, editor.
The Trt-Weekly Democrat is issued from the same
1'.

office.

Tlie

Telegraph.
r/ie Rochester

Co., printers; Rev. G. G. Sill, editor; Josiah Bissell,
After several successive changes of
jr., proprietor.
editors and publishers, it was united with the New York
Evangelist in 1832.
The. Rochester Balance was commenced in Jan. 1828, by D. D.
Stephenson. It soon passed into the hands of Thurlow
Weed and Samuel Heron, who changed its name to
The Anti-Masimic Inquirer. D. N. Sprague succeeded Heron,
and Weed retired in 1830. In 1831 Erastus Shepard
united the Western Spectator of Palmyra with it. In
1832, Alva Strong became connected with Shepard in
the publication, and in 1834 the paper was merged in
tlie National Republican.

J.

bany.

to

Th& Rochester Album was commenced in Oct. 1825, by Marshall,
Spaulding &, Hunt. In 1827 it was united with the

by E.

The National ReptMican was commenced at Rochester in the
spring of 1831 by Sidney Smith. In 1833 a daily edi-

Tht Semi- Weekly Telegraph, which

The Rochester Daily Telegraph. In 1828 Weed retired, and the
papers, daily and weekly, were continued by Martin.
On the Ist of Jan. 1829, the daily was united with the
Rochester Daily Advertiser, and in 1830 the weekly
was merged in the Rochester Republican.
27ie True Genesee Farmer, mo., was published a short time
about 1824 by Wm. A. Welles; N. Goodsell, editor.

in 1830

Roberts^

The Genesee Farmer was commenced in Rochester in Jan. 1831,
by Tucker & Stevens, with N. Goodsell as nominal
editor.
It was continued by Tucker until the close of
1839, when it was united with the Cultivator, at Al-

Rochester Mirror

was published

in 1832

by Scranton &

Holstein.

The Age was published at Rochester in 1833.
The American Revivalist and Rochester Observer was published
in 1833 by N. C. Saxton.
GoodsdVs Genesee Farmer was commenced at Rochester in 1833
by Nahum Goodsell, and continued a short time.
The Rights of Man was published at Rochester in 1834 by the
Anti-Slavery Society.

The Famili/ Journal and Christian Philanthropist was published
at Rochester in 1834 by W. B. Van Brunt.
The Monthly Genesee Farmer was commenced in 1836 by Luther
Tucker. It was made up from the Weekly Genesee
Farmer, and, with that paper, was united with the Cultivator in 1839.

TheWatchman was published

at Rochester in 1838 by Delazon
Smith.
McKenzie's Gazette was published at Rochester in 1838 and '39
by Alexander McKenzie.
The New Genesee Farmer, mo., was commenced in 1840. M. B.
Bateman, editor. Its name was afterward changed to

The Genesee Farmer*
Henry Coleman,
Vick, and
Harris.

ia

It was successively edited by
Daniel Lee, D. D. T. Moore, and James
edited and published by Joseph

now

The Working Man^s Advocate, daily, was commenced in Rochester, Oct. 19, 1839, by the Typographical Association.
Henry C. Frink, editor. They abso issued a weekly
edition. In April, 1840, it was purchased by James
Vick and George P. Frost, who changed its name to
The Evening Advocate. In 1841 it passed into the hands of John
J. Reilly & Co., who changed its name to
The Evening Post, and published it in connection with a weekly
paper called
The Western New Yorker. On the lat of April, 1843, Erastus
Shepard became proprietor, and in November following
the two papers were discontinued.
The Rochester Daily Whig, a campaign paper, was published 1«
1840 by Wm. A. Welles.
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The Erie Canal extends E. and w. through the co. It crosses the Irondequoit Valley upon the
embankment upon the whole canal line. At Rochester it crosses Genesee Rivor upon
an aqueduct built of solid blocks of Onondaga limestone. The Genesee Valley Canal intersects

highest

the Erie Canal at Rochester, aflfording water communication s. to near the Penn. line, and opening
The New York Central R. R. extends through the co., several of its
into Allegany River at Olean.

branches radiating from Rochester. The direct branch e. extends along the line of the Erie Canal,
E.
through Brighton, Pittsford, and Perinton, to Syracuse. Tlie Auburn Branch extends s.
'I'he Buffalo Branch extends s. w.
to Auburn and Syracuse.
Pittsford
and
through Brighton
through Gates, Chili, and Riga and the Niagara Falls Branch extends w. through Gates, Greece,
s. from Rochester
through Brighton,
Ogden, and Sweden. The Genesee Valley R. R. extends
Henrietta, and Rush the Canandaigua & Niagara Bridge Branch of the N. Y. C. R. R. extends
through Rush and Mendon and the Rochester & Charlotte Branch of the N. Y. C. R. R.
extends from Rochester n. to the lake shore.
now forming Monroe co. formerly constituted a portion of the hunting grounds
The
;

;

;

territory

of the Seneca Nation, although
frequently visited by the French

contained none of their principal villages. The region was
but no permanent settlement was made till after the Revolution.

it
;

The Daily Sun was published in Eochester a few months in
1S40 by Alfred Oakley.
The Amiyrican Citizen was published at Eochester and Perry
(Wyoming co.) in IS-tl by W. L. Chaplin.
The Jeffersonian, daily, was published in Rochester a short
time about 1842 by Thomas L. Nichols.
The Chridiaa Guardian was published a short time in 1842 by
Rev. J. Whitney.
Tht Mechanics' Advocate was published a short time in 184.3.
Tfie Rochester Daily American was commenced Dec. 23, 1844,
by Leonard Jerome & J. M. Patterson; Alexander
Mann, editor. A triweekly and a weekly edition were
also issued. In July, 1845, Lawrence R. Jerome became
a partner, and in 1846 the establishment passed into
the hands of Leonard & Lawrence R. Jerome. In 1846
Dr. Daniel Lee was associated as assistant editor and
Dec. 1, 1857,
in 1847 Reuben D. Jones was assistant.
the paper was united with the Rochester Daily Democrat and issued as the Democrat and American.
The Rochester Herald, daily, was published in 1844 by E. S.

The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, semi-mo., was commenced in Nov. 1850, by James White. In connection
with it was published
The Youth's Instructor.
nioore's Rural Ne-iv Yorlter was commenced in 1850
by D. D. T. Moore, its present publisher.
The Western Luminary was commenced at Rochester by ReT.
G. M. Cook. It was afterward removed to Buffalo.
The Rochesti-r Daily Herald was commenced in 1850; L. K.
Falkner, editor. In a few months it passed into the
hands of Geo. 0. Cooper, who changed its name to
C. Hughson, editor. It was

The Rochester Daily Times,
in 1852

and

;

Watson.
The Voice of Truth and Glad Tidings of

IJie

Kingdnm

at

Hand,

(Second Advent,) was commenced at Rochester in 1844
by Elder Joseph Marsh. In 1848 it was changed to
The Advent Harbinger, and in 1849 to
The Advent Harhimjer and Bible Advocate. It was subsequently

changed

to

The PropUetic Kxposltor and Bible Advocate, under- which

title it is still

issued by the original

proprietor.

The Rochestfr Temperance Journal was commenced

in 1846,

short time.
Brewster's Insurance Reporter was published in 1849 by H. A.
Brewster.
The Rochester Daily Magnet was published in 1849 by Lawrence

& Winants,

— C.

II.

McDonald &

Co., proprietors.

It

was

discontinued in 1850.
Stock Register, mo., was commenced in
July, 1849. While in the hands of T. C. Peters, as editor,
and D. D. T. Moore, it was merged in the Rural New
Yorker.
The Investigator was publi.ihed a short time in 1850.
The Medical Truth Teller was published a few months in 18

The Wool Grower and

—

by

Dr. J. Gates.

The Annunciator was published in 1850.
The Cygnet was published in 1860 by the Young Men's Temperance Association.
The Flag of Freedom was published in 1850 by Calvin H. Chase.

w. and

by Kraneer & Felix,

is still

tri-w.,

—Louis

was commenced
Hurtz, editor,

—

i)ublished.

The Toutlt's TemjKrance Banner, mo., was published a short
time in 18
by a committee of the Temperance Society.
The Evening NeiDS was issued about 3 months in 1852 by R,
Chamberlain & Co.
The National Reformer was published a short time about

—

1852.

Beobachter

am

Genesee

Adolphe Nolte,

its

was commenced in 1852
present editor and proprietor.

by

The Rochester Daily Union was commenced Aug. 16, 1852, by
Curtis & Butts 0. Turner, editor. In Dec. following,
Isaac Butts became editor. In Sept. 1858, it was united
;

with the Rochester Daily Advertiser. A weekly and a
tri-weekly edition were issued from the same office.
The Rochester Daily Tribune was issued in 1855-56, by Snow &

and

continued a short time.
£} vangelist was commenced at Rochester
in 1846 by Rev. John E. Roby. It is at present issued
semi-monthly by R. W. Hill.
The Christian Offering was published at Eochester a short
time in 1847 by S. B. Shaw.
The Penny Preacher was published a short time by Erastus
Shepard.
The Genesee Olio, seml-mo., was published in Eochester in 1847
by Franklin Cowdery.
The North Star was published at Rochester in 1847 and '48.
Algemeen Ha7ider.lsblad was published at Rochester in 1848.
Frederick Doviglass's Paper was commenced at Rochester in 1848 by Frederick Douglass, editor and proprietor, and is still published by him.
The Washingtonian was published at Rochester in 1848 by C.
H. Sedgwick.
The Eochester Germania was published in 1849.
The Groninge Onirant was commenced in 1849, and continued a
few months.
The Christian Sentinel was commenced in 1849, and continued a

The Genesee

dis-

continued in 1K51.

Anzeiger des Kordens,

Ingersoll.

The Rochester Daily Free Press, a campaign paper, was issued
in 1856 by John N. Ingersoll.
The Mercantile Journal was issued for 6 months in 1856 by C.
H. McDonnell.

The Evening American, a campaign paper, was issued in
A. H.

St.

1858,

Germaine, editor.

Times was commenced Jan. 24, 1859, by
Charles W. Hebard, editor and proprietor. It was discontinued in April following, and revived in June as
Daily Express, by C. W. Hebard & Co., by whom it

Tfie Rochester Daily

The
is still published.
The Jonrnal of the Home,
The

mo., connected with the
Home for the Friendless, is published in Eochester.
Mrs. N. S. Barnes, editress.
Brockport Recorder was commenced in 1828 by Abiathar
M. Harris it was published about 2 years.
Brockport Free Press was published in 1831 by Harris &
Hyatt, and in 1832 by Thos. H. Hyatt.
Western Star was published at Brockport in 1832 by Justin
Carpenter.
Monroe Chronide and Brockport Advertiser was published
:

The
The
The

in 1833.

The Atlas was published at Brockport in 1835 by D. D. Wait
The Brockport Watchman was published in 1844 by E. F. Bridges.
T?ie Brockport Weekly Journal was commenced in Sept. 1852, by
Wm. Gardiner & Co. It was published about 1 year.
The Brockport Gazette was commenced Oct. 1, 1855, by Wm.
Haskell, and continued about 3 months.

The Daily Advertiser was

commenced

in Oct. 1856,

by

Wm.

It is circulated gratuitously, deriving
II. Smith.
support from advertisements.
Brockport Republican was commenced in Jan.
1857 ,_H. W. Beach, editor,— and is still published.
The Jeffersonian was published in Clarkson in 1830 by
its

The

Balch.

The Hmenye Standard was published at Honeoye F.ills in 1839
by Garry A. Hough, and afterward by Morris & Veddef.
The School 'Visitor, mo., is published at Spencerport.
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The first settler -was Ebenezer Allen, a tory, vrho located upon the Genesee, near the present site
He soon after removed to Canada. The first permanent settlements were
of Rochester, in 1788.
made in 1789, in Wheatland and near the head of Irondequoit Bay. During the next five years
settlements
up in various parts of the co., though the general growth was greatly retarded
sprang

the difficulty of access, the dense forests, and the unhealthiness of the climate when the lands
were first cleared. The unsettled condition of Indian afi'airs also had the eSect to retard settle-

by

ment and the War of 1812 almost put an end to improvement. At the close of the war, settlers
came in more rapidly, and a great business began to develop itself at Rochester. The construc;

Canal gave an impetus to business, and speedily pushed settlements into every
From that time the progress of the co. has been rapid and continuous. The
The three western towns belonged to the
CO. was contained in the Phelps and Gorham Purchase.
w.
remainder
of
co.
of
the
Genesee
constitutes a portion of the celeand
the
the
Tract,
Triangle
tion of the Erie

portion of the co.

brated

" Mill

Yard Tract."^

BRIGHTOIV^—was formed from

"

Smallwood,"^ March 25, 1814.

A part of

Rochester was

an interior town, lying upon the e. bank of the
Genesee, a little s. e. of the center of the co. Its surface is gently rolling, with a slight inclinaThe deep valley of Irondequoit Bay is on the e. border. Its streams are
tion toward the n.
small brooks, tributaries of the Genesee and Irondequoit. The soil is a sandy loam in the e. and
a clay loam upon the river. Near the center are gypsum beds; formerly extensively worked. The
people are largely engaged in raising vegetables for the Rochester market. There are several extensive nurseries in town.
Brig'Iitoii, (p. v.,) in the n.e. part, contains a church and about 30
dwellings. It is a canal village and a station upon the N, Y. C. R. R., where the two branches
from the e. unite. A large brick and tile manufactory is located about 2 mi. s. of the village and
the Genesee Model School* is situated upon a beautiful site 2 mi. s. e. "West Brig'llton, (p. v.,)
near the Genesee, s. of the line of Rochester, contains about 15 dwellings. In its immediate
and insane hospital, the Mount Hope Rural Cemetery,
vicinity are the co. workhouse, poorhouse,
the Monroe co. almshouses, an extensive glue factory, and several other manufactories. The first
settlement was made in 1790, by John Lusk and Oran Stone, who located about 4 mi. e. of the
river.* R«v. Solomon Allen, from Northampton, Mass., preached the first sermon and was the first
There is but one church (Cong.) in town.
settled minister.

taken

ofi"

in 1834,

and Irondequoit

in 1839.

It is

;

CHILI—was formed from
of the CO.

Riga, Feb. 22, 1822. It is an interior town, lying s. w. of the center
with a slight inclination to the e. Genesee River

Its surface is level or gently rolling,

e. boundary and Black Creek, a sluggish stream, flows e. through near the center. The
a clay loam, mixed with sand. South of Black Creek are several peculiar gravelly knolls,
the principal of which is Dumpling Hill, near the river, Cbili, (p. v.,) in the N. part, contains

forms the

;

soil is

a church and 15 houses; IVortb Cbili, (p. v.,) a R. R. station in the N. w. corner, contains a
church and 25 houses ClifYon, (p. v.,) in the s. w. part, contains 1 church, a saw and grist mill,
Soutb Cbili is a hamlet. The first settlement was
plaster mill, furnace, and 201 inhabitants
made in the e. part, by Joseph Morgan, in 1792.® There are 5 churches in town.^
djARH-SOBI® was formed from Murray, (Orleans co.,) April 2, 1819. Union was taken ofi"
It lies on the w. border of the co., n. of the center.
Its surface is level, with slight unin 1852.
;

;

—

cey and Calvin Hyde, Samuel Sheffer, Enos Blossom, Timothy
Allyn. and Oliver Culver, the last named from Orwell, Vt. In
1800. most of the business upon the lake was done at Irondequoit
Landing. In 1798, Judge John Tryon laid out a village 3 mi.
above the head of the bay, and built a large warehouse. The
"
Tryona Tmvn." Asa Dayton kept an inn at
place was called
A tannery and distillery were afterward
this place, in 1801.
and
the
built,
place became quite a lively little village but it is
now entirely deserted.
Turner taught the first school ;
Ira West kept the first store; and Solomon Hatch and Oliver
Ontario.
2 This town embraces Township 3 of Range 7 of the
Phelps and Culver built the first mill, on Aliens Creek, in 1806.
8
Gorham Purchase. It was originally purchased by Gen. Hyde,
Among the early settlers were Andrew Wortman, in 1794 ;
Prosper Polly, Enos Stone, Col. Gilbert, and Joseph Chaplin, Stephen Peabody, Col. Josiah Fish and his son Lebbens, from
Vt., who located at the mouth of Black Creek, in 1796.
from Lenox, Mass.
3 The
original town, ^^BoyU" was organized April 6, 1806, and Widener and his sons Jacob, Abraham, William, and Peter;
embraced the six N. towns E. of the river. Penfield was taken Sottle and family, Joseph Cary, Lemuel and Joseph Wood, Samuel
Some time in 1812 or '13 the Scott, Joshua Howell, Benj. Bowen, .John Kimball,
off in 1810, and Perinton in 1812.
Dilling"
Franklin and family, all settled previous to 1800. The
name was changed to Smallwood ;" and March 25. 1814. it was ham,
one
two
into
divided
taking the name of Brighton and first birth was that of a child of Joseph Wood, in 1799. The first
parts,
death occurred in the family of Joseph Morgan. James Chapthe other of Pittsford.
" Clover
Street man kept the first store, in 1807 and Joseph Cary built the
This institution was widely Ifnown as the
Seminary," under the care of Mrs. Brewster, the author of first mill.
7 2 M. E.. 2
Ploss's Ancient History.
Bap., and Presh.
8 Named from Gen.
6 John Lusk owned 1,500 acres at the head of Irondequoit
Clarkson, an extensive landholder,
were
Joel
settlers
Chaunwho
100
acres to the town.
other
the
Scudder,
early
gave
Bay. Among

1 In his treaty with the
Indians, Mr. Phelps wished to obtain
a tract w. of the Genesee; but the Indians were only willing to cede the lands E. of that river. A compromise was finally
effected, by which a tract 2-t mi. long by 12 mi. wide was granted
to Phelps and Gorham for a mill yard. It is said that the Indians were much astonished when they came to see the mill and
know how much land was really required for a yard. The Mill
Yard Tract was bounded E. by the Genesee, w. by a line parallel
to and 12 mi. w. of it, and it extended 24 mi. s. from Lake

—

;

;
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It is

s.

Creeks.

The

soil is

houses.

The

first

drained to the n.

e.

399

by the head branches

of

Salmon and

Little

Salmon

a sandy loam, mixed with clay. Clarkson, (p. v.,) in the s. part, C(mtain3
2 churches, a brewery, and 325 inhabitants. It is the residence of Ex-Lieut. Gov. Henry R. Selden. Salt was manufactured to a limited extent by the early settlers. East Clarksun, (p. v.,)
in the s. e. corner, contains a church and 20 houses
Clarkson, in the w. part, 30

West

;

Blodgett'.

settlement

commenced

by James Sayres, Moody Truman, and Elijah
town; 2 M. E. and Cong.

There are 3 churches in

GATES^—was

in 1809,

formed March 30, 1802, as "Northampton." Its name was changed June 10,
Parma, Riga, and Murray (Orleans co.) were taken ofi" in 1808, and Greece in 1822. It is
near the center of the co. Its surface is undulating, and slightly inclined toward the n. Genesee
River forms a small portion of the e. boundary on the s. e. corner. It is drained by small streams.
1812.

The

soil is a fine quality of calcareous loam, intermixed with clay.
The people are largely engaged
in raising vegetables for the Rochester market. Gates (p. o.) is 1 mi. n. of Gates Center. Gates
Gates are hamlets; and Cold^vater is a station upon the Buffalo
Center and

West

Branch of the N. Y. C. R. R. The first settlement was made
The census reports 2 churches in town M. E. and Presb.

in 1809,

by Isaac Dean, from Vt.'

;

GREECE —was formed from Gates, March 22, 1822.
of the CO.

Genesee River and Lake Ontario form

its e.

It lies

and

near the center, on the n. border

n. boundaries.

Its surface is rolling,

with a general inclination towai'd the lake. It is drained by several streams that flow into the
small bays that indent the lake shore. These bays, six in number, beginning at the w., are
The shifting
respectively Braddocks Bay and Cranberry, Long, Buck, Round, and Little Ponds.

sand bars at their mouths destroy their commercial utility. The soil is a clay loam, with large
sand along the lake shore. Charlotte,^ (p. v.,) in the n. e. corner, near the mouth

tracts of drift

of Genesee River, is a U. S. port of entry in the Genesee District, and the lake port for Rochester,
7 mi. above. It contains 2 churches, a lighthouse, 3 shipyards, a steam sawmill, 2 grain elevators,
planing mill, and lumber yard. Pop. 400. Six schooners are owned in the place and the lake
;

West Greece,

on the line of Parma,
Greece (p. v.) a church and 20 houses Soutli
Greece, (p. v.,) in the s. w. corner, 25 houses; and Greece (p. v.) a church and 20 houses.,
Uanfords lianding', (p. v.,) in the s. e. corner, at the head of navigation on Genesee River
from the lake, contains 20 houses. Greece Center and Reads Corners are hamlets.
steamers touch here daily during navigation.
contains 2 churches and 30 houses IVortb

(p. v.,)

;

The first settlement was made
The census reports 7 churches

at the

mouth

;

of the Genesee, in 1792,^

by

Wm.

Hencher and famil

f.

in town.®

HEMRIETTA^—was

formed from Pittsford, March 27, 1818. It is an interior town, lying
Its surface is rolling, Genesee River forming its w. boundary.
The
streams are small, and usually dry in summer. The soil is a fertile, argillaceous loam. East
of the center of the co.

s.

(Henrietta p. o.,) e. of the center, contains 2 churches, the Monroe Academy, and
181 inhabitants. West Henrietta, (p. v.,) s. w. of the center, contains a church, a steam mill,
The first settlement was commenced by Jesse
furnace, extensive carriage shops, and 40 houses.

Henrietta,

The

Pangburn, in 1806.®

first

church (Bap.) was organized in 1811.'

The first settlement was made at Clarkson and among the
early settlers at that point were David Forsyth and Dea. Joel
Palmer, from Conn. Eldridge, John, and Isaac Farwell came
in 1810, and located w. of Clarkson Village. Dr. Abiel Baldwin, from Saratoga, came in 1811. The first male child born
was a son of Mrs. Clarkson; the first female birth was that
of Betsey Palmer, in 1812.
Charlotte Cummings taught the
first school, in 1812.
Henry McCall kept the first store, about
1

;

1810.
2

*

Named in honor of Gen. Horatio Gates.
Among the early settlers who arrived

furiously
6

Among

Lower Genesee

Falls,

now Hanfords Landing,

in 1796; and, in

the winter of 1796 and '97, Eli Granger, Thomas
King, Elijah Kent, Frederic Bushnell, and Samuel
Eli Granger and Abner Migells built
in town.
Hanfords (then Kings) Landing, in 1799. This

King, Simou
Latta located
a schooner at
was the first

merchant

in 1809 were John
and Augustus B. Shaw. In 1817, Ezra Mason,
Hartford, and Richard, Paul, Pliilip, Lisle, and Lowell Thomas.
located in town. William Williams came in 1819. The first child
born was a daughter of Ezra Mason, in 1818. Ira West kept
the first store, and Isaac Dean built the first mill.
* In
June, 1813, the British fleet, under Sir James Yeo,
landed at Charlotte and seized a quantity of provisions and
whiskey. In Sept. of the same year the fleet again made its
appearance at the mouth of the Genesee, and commenced a
heavy fire upon the place but the American fleet made its
appearance, relieved the place, and the British escaped with
considerable diificulty. In May, 1814, the British came once
more, and, under cover of a flag of truce, a demand was made
to deliver up the public stores at Kochester. The few militiamen who were present passed into and out of the woods in

Sickles

;

eight of the British, giving the appearance of a great

enemj', suspecting an ambuscade, retired, after having
bombarded the woods for an hour.
the other early settlers were John Love, in 1793, at
the mouth of the river; Zadoc Granger and Gideon King, at the

and the

number;

vessel built by Americans on Lake Ontario. The first
marriage was that of Thomas Lee and a daughter of Wni.
Hencher. Frederic Ilanford kept the first store, in 1810 and
Nathaniel Jones built the first sawmill.
« 2 M.
E., Presb.. Bap., Cong., Union, and R. C.
' Named from Henrietta
Laura, Countess of Bath, daughtei
;

Wm. Pulteney.
Maj. Isaac Scott received for military services 900 acres in
s. w. part of the tov/n, and attempted a settlement *n 1790,
but abandoned it in 1792. In 1806, Charles Rice, Wm. ; hompson, Thomas Sparks, Moses Goodall, Geo. Dickinson, Selal Reed,
and Gideon Griswold settled in the w. part. In 1S07, Ira Hatch,
Jonathan Russell, Benjamin Hale, and tlie Baldwin family
In 1809, the
si'ttled on what was called the Wadsworth Road.
Spring family settled near the center. Sarah Leggett taught
the first school, in 1809; James Smith kept the first store; and
Jonathan Smith built the first sawmill.
8 The census
reports 5 churches; 2 M. E,, 2 Bap., and Cong.
of Sir
8

the
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IRONDEqrOIT^— was

formed from Brighton, March 27, 1839. It lies on the n. border
Lake Ontario forms the n., Irondequoit Bay the e., and Genesee River
the w. boundary. Its surface is roUing, with an inclination in the n. part toward the lake and the
deep valley of Irondequoit Bay on the e. The streams are small and flow n. and e. into the lake
and bay. The soil in the n. part is sandy, and in the s. clay loam. Irondequoit, (p. v.,) near
of the

CO., E.

of the center.

A suburb

the center, contains 15 houses.
The first settlement was made by

MEXDOIV —was

of the

CO., E.

Wm.

of Rochester, in the

s.

There

is

Walker, in 1791.^

formed from Bloomfield, (Ontario

of the center.

co.,)

w. corner, contains 50 houses.
no church in town.

May 26,

1812.

It lies

on the

s.

border

and e. is rolling, and in the s. w. moderately hilly.
and the headwaters of Irondequoit Creek through

Its surface in the n.

Honeoye Creek flows through the

s. w. corner,
There are three small ponds in the n. w. part. The soil is a clayey, calcareous
loam.
Honeoye Falls,' (p. v.,) near the s. w. comer, incorp. April 12, 1833, contains 4
churches, 3 flouring mills, 1 gristmill, a sawmill, 2 woolen factories, a plaster mill, a manufactory
of agricultural implements, and a stone quarry.
It is a station on the Canandaigua & Niagara
Falls Branch of the N. Y. C. R. R.
Pop. about 1,100. Mendon, (p. v.,) in the e. part, contains
2 churches, a steam flouring mill, a steam sawmill, a foundery, and 20 houses and IHendon
Center (p. v.) a grist and saw mill and 15 houses. Sibley ville, in the s. w., is a hamlet.
The first settlement was made at Honeoye Falls, by Zebulon Norton, from Vt., in 1790.* The first
church (Bap.) was organized in 1809 ;* Rev. Jesse Brayman was the first settled minister.

near the center.

;

OGDEHf®—was

formed from Parma, Jan. 27, 1817.

an interior town, lying w. of the
with a slight inclination toward the
N.
The streams are small brooks forming head branches of Sandy, Salmon, and Little Black
Creeks. The soil is a fine quality of calcareous and clayey loam. It is one of the best wheat

The surface

center of the co.

growing towns in the

co.

is

It is

level or gently undulating,

Spencerport,'

(p. v.,) a

canal village and r. r. station, in the n. e.

part of the town, contains 4 churches, a furnace, tannery, gristmill, and sawmill.
Pop. 578.
Basin, (p. v.,) is a canal village and r. r. station of 30 houses, in the w. part of the
is a p. o.
town. Og^den Center contains a church and 35 houses.
Settlement was

Adams

:•«'.

Ogden

commenced

in 1802,

by George AY. Willey, from East Haddam, Conn.*
and the first church (Presb.) was formed in

Rev. Daniel Brown, in 1807

;

The

first

preacher was

1811.®

PARMA^"—was formed from

in 1817.

It lies

"Northampton" now Gates, April 8, 1808. Ogden was taken off
upon Lake Ontario, w. of the center of the co. The surface is level in the n., and

Its streams are Salmon, Little
s., with a slight inclination toward the N.
Salmon, Buttonwood, and Long Pond Creeks. The soil is principally a gravelly loam, intermixed
CorWeak brine springs are found s. of Unionville.
in places with sand and clay.
ners, (Parma p. o.,) upon the ridge, in the s. part, contains a church, the Parma Institute, a

gently rolling in the

Parma

Parma

Center (p. v.) contains 2 churches, a machine
factory, and 116 inhabitants.
Unionville, n. of the center, contains 2 churches, a furnace, mashop, and 109 inhabitants.
is a p. o.
The first settlement was made in
chine shop, and 145 inhabitants. IVortli
pump

Parma

the N.

The
1

by Rozaleet Atchinson and his sons Stephen and John, from Tolland, Conn."
church (Bap.) was formed May 27, 1809.1^

e. part, in

first

1794,

Named from

the bay.
Called by the Indians Neo-da-onda-quat, signifying a bay.
2 Walker was a
ranger. lie settled at the mouth of Genesee
River, but shortly after removed to the w. side of the river,
into the present town of Greece.
Among the other early
settlers were
Park,
Dunbar, KJisha Scudder, Dr.
Ilosmer, Emmer Reynolds, Jesse Case, and Adonijah Green,
from Yt. The first death was that of Elijah Brown, in 1806.
8
Long known as ^^Nortons Mills," from the first mills, erected

by Zebulon Norton.
*
Capt. Ball and Peter Sines, from Conn, came in with Mr.
Norton. Among the other early settlers were Daniel Williams,
Capt. Treat, Rufiis Parks, Ebenezer Rathbun, Benj. Parks, Wm.
Hickox, Lorin Wait, and Reuben Hill, from Mass., in 1793.
These all settled in the E. part of the town.
Sterling,
Moore, and Calvin Perrin settled at HoneJason Cross,
oye Falls, in 1794; John Parks, Jonas Allen, and Joseph
Bryan, in 1795; Charles Foot and Samuel Lane, in 1797. The
first birth was that of Wm. E. Sterling, in 1795
the first marriage, that of Jason Cross and Mary Moon, in 1796 and the
first death, that of John Moon, in 1801.
Welcome Garfield
taught the first school ; Abram Parrish kept the first inn
and James Dickinson the first store.
6 The census
reports 9 churches in town ; 2 Presb., 2 Union,
;

;

;

Prot. E.,
6

M.

Cong., and Christian.

Named from Wm. Ogden,

proprietor.
^

E., Bap.,

John Murray, original
The town embraces a portion of "Mill Yard Tract."

Named from Wm. H.

son-in-law of

Spencer, the pioneer settler.

8
Among the other early settlers were Ephralm, Abraham,
Timothy, and Isaac Colby, and Wm. H. Spencer, in 18o3; Josiali Mather, Jonathan Brown, Henry Hahn, Daniel Wandle,
Benajah Willey, John Webster, Benj. Freeman, and Daniel
Spencer, in 1804; Judge William B. Brown and Daniel
Arnold, in 1805; and Austin Spencer, in 1808. These early
The first child born was John
settlers were all from Conn.
and the first death was that of Mrs. G. W.
Colby, in 1805
Willey taught the first school, in
Willey, in 1803. Miss
1807. George Huntley kept the first inn; Charles Church the
and Wm. H. Spencer built the first sawmill.
first store
9 The census
reports 7 churches in town; Bap., Cong., M. E.,
Meth. Prot., Presb., R. C, and Union.
10 This town embraces the N. w.
portion of the Mill Yard
;

;

Tract.
11
Among the other early settlers were Michael Beach, Silas
Leonard, Geo. Goodhue, and Timothy Madden, in 1802 Jonathan Underwood, Gibbon Jewell, Geo. Huntley, Abner Brockway, jr., Jas. Egbert, and Jonathan Ogden, in 1805; Hope and
Elisha Downs, in 1809 Augustus Mather, Lendell Curtiss, Sam'l
Joshua Whitney,
Castle, and Kinnicone Roberts, in 1810; and
in 1811. The first marriage was thatof Capt. Jonathan Leouard
and a daughter of Wm. Hincher. Alpheus Madden taught the
;

;

first school, in

Klisha

1804; J.

Downs the

Thompson kept

first

the

first store

saw and grist mill.
The census reports 9 churches in town
and Cong.
Presb., F. W. Bap., Christian,
first
12

:

Hope and

inn ; and Jonathan Whitney built the
;

2 Bap., 2 M.

E.,

2
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PEXFIEL,D'—was
on

It lies

formed from ''Boyle," March 30, 1810.

border of the

tlie e.

401

co., n.

of

tlie

center.

broken.

Webster was taken off in 1840
and in the vf. it is much
Irondequoit Creek flows through the s. w.
about 90 ft. in the village of Penfield. The

Its surface is rolling,

Irondequoit Bay enters the n. w. corner.
corner and forms a part of the w. boundary. It falls
other streams are small brooks. The soil is drift sand over argillaceous loam. Penfield, (j). v.,)
in the s. w. part, on Irondequoit Creek, contains 3 churches, 2 gristmills, 2 sawmills, a w(n)len

and a manufactory of agricultural implements. Pop. 560. l<ovetts Cor(East Penfield p. o.) contains 20 houses; Penfield Center contains 15 houses. The
permanent settlement was made by Lebbeus Ross and Calvin Clark, in 1801.'' There are 4

factory, a foundery,

ners
first

churches in town.'

PERI-^TOX*— was formed from "Boyle," May 26, 1812.

It is the s. town on the e. line of the
uneven, a ridge from the s. e. terminating near the center. Turk Hill, in the s.
the highest point in the co. The town is drained by the headwaters of Irondequoit Creek and

Its surface is

CO.

part, is

The

a sandy loam.

(p. v.,) n. w. of the center, a canal and r. r.
2 sawmills, a plaster mill, 2 planing mills, a saleratus factory, machine shops, and carriage shops. Pop. 685.
Bushnells Basin, (p. v.,) in
the w. part, on the canal, contains a church and 252 inhabitants; and Eg'ypt, (p. v.,) s. e. of the
its

branches.

soil is

Fairport,

station, contains 5 churches, 3 flouring mills,

center, a church

Fullams Basin

and 30 houses.

is

a hamlet, on the canal. The first settleafter.
Glover Perrin was the first per-

ment commenced in 1790, but was mostly abandoned soon
manent settler, in 1793.^ Rev.
Crane preached the
town.*

first

sermon.

There are 8 churches in

.

PITTSFORD—was formed from " Smallicood," March 25, 1814.

Henrietta was taken

off in

an interior town, lying e. of the center of the co. Its surface is undulating, with a
gentle inclination toward the n.
Irondequoit Creek flows through the n. e. part, and Aliens Creek
through the w. part. The soil is sandy in the n., and clayey and gravelly in the s. Pittsford,
It contains 4 churches,
(p. V.,) near the center, a canal and r. r. station, was incorp. April 7, 1827.
a union school, and a flouring mill. Pop. 702. Cartersville, in the e. part, on the canal,
contains a distillery and 12 houses. The first settlement was commenced in 1789, by Israel and
Simon Stone.'' The first church (Cong.) was organized in 1809.*
1818.

It is

RIGA—was formed from

"

Northampton," now Gates, April 8, 1808. Chili was taken off in
on the w. border of the co., near the s. w. corner. Its surface is level or gently unduBlack Creek, a dull, sluggish stream, flows e. in a tortuous course through near the center.
lating.
The soil is a clayey loam. Cliurcliville,^ (p. v.,) n. w. of the center, on Black Creek, is a r. r.
station, and contains 4 churches, a saw and flouring mill, foundery, and machine shop. Pop. 450.
1822.

It lies

Ri^a Center,

(Riga

near the center, contains a church, the Riga Academy, and 25
commenced in 1805, under the auspices of James Wadsworth.'"

p. o.,)

houses.

The

The

church (Cong.) was formed in the

first

first

settlement was

fall

of 1806 ;" Rev. Allen Hollister

was the

first pastor..

1 Named from Daniel
Penfield, an extensive landholder during Thos. Clelland, Ezra Patterson, and Josiah Girninfxin soon after.
In 1790 and '91, the Stone family, of 7 persons, Caleb Hopkins,
the early settlement.
2 Asa
Carpenter had previonsly settled, but did not remain. Wm. Acker, Israel Canfield, and Benj. Miller, came in. The
Gen. Jonathan Fassett, of Vt., Caleb Hopkins,
first marriage was that of N. Armstrong and Miss E. Cole. The
and
Maybee,
four others, made a settlement, but soon after abandoned it on first school was taught in 1794. John Manu built the first mill,
account of sickness. Hopkins and Maybee remained. As early in 1805, on Irondequoit Creek, in the E. part of the town
8 There are 4 churches in town
as 1804, Josiah J. Kellogg, Dan'l Stilwell, Benj. Minor, Jonathan
;
Presb., Prot. E., M. E., and
and David Baker, Isaac Beatty, and Henry Paddock, moved in. Bap.
9 Named from Samuel
Daniel Penfield came in 1810. The first birth was thatof a child
Church, the pioneer settler at the vilof Mrs. Fiske; and the first death was that of Benj. Stilwell, in lage in 1808.
10 The first settlers were
1804. Jos. Hatch taught the first school Daniel Stilwell kept
mostly fi-om Mass. Ellhu Cliurch
the first inn, in 1806; and Wm. McKinster the first store. The settled near the center, in March, 1806. Soon after, Samuel
were
built by Daniel Penfield.
first mills
Shepard settled in the 8. w. part; Henry Brewster. Sam"l Bnld3
win, William Parker, Ezekiel Barnes, Nehemiah Frost, Samuel
Bap., F. W. Bap., M. E., and Presb.
* Named from Glover
Perrin, the first permanent settler.
Church, Jas. Knowles, Thos. Bingham, Jos. Tucker, Enos Morse,
*
Among the early settlers were Jesse Perrin, in 1794, Abner and Geo. Richmond, in 1807 ; and Jos. Emerson and Eber and
Wright, in 1795, Caleb Walker, in 1799, and Asa and Edward Chester Orcutt, in 1808. The first birth was that of a daughter
Perrin, Levi Treadwell, Maj. Norton, John Scott, John Peters, of Sam'l Church the first male child born was Hiram Shepard,
„„j Gideon
/i.-j
T)
„.^„l1 „
«„. rri.., c.„^ .,:_*u
*!,„* „f
and
Ramsdell, soon after. The first birth was that of jjj 1806; the first death was that of Bichard Church, in 1807.
Asa Wright, in 1797. Glover Perrin kept the first inn ; Gregory & Jos. Thompson kept the first inn Thompson & Tuttle the first
Dean the first store and Richard Lincoln built the first grist- store, in 1808. Samuel Church built the firrt sawmill, in 1S08,
mill.
and the first gristmill, in 1811, both at Churchville.
9 2 Wes.
11 The
census reports 6 churches In town ;.2.Cong., M. E., Prosb.,
Meth., M. E., Cong., Bap., F. W. Bap., Univ., and Union.
' Silas
Nye, Joseph Farr, Alex. Dunn, and David Davis, from Bap., and Univ.
Washington co., settled near the center about the same time;
;

— —

;

;

;

X
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ROCHESTER^—

was taken from Brighton and Gates, and
"
Rochesterville," March 21,
incorp. as a village, by the name of
1817. Its name was changed April 12, 1822, and it was enlarged and incorporated as a city April 28, 1834.'' It is located

upon Genesee River, 7 mi. from its
contains an area of about 8 sq. mi. The surface
level or gently undulating.
The N. Y. C. R. R. track is 280

N. of the center of the co.,

mouth and
;

is
ft.

it

above Lake Ontario and Mt. Hope Ridge, the highest point
s. border, is 160 ft.
higher. The city has a solid founda;

upon the
tion of

Niagara limestone, cropping out along the course of the
but in other parts of the city usually covered with drift

river,

deposits.
Its course

equal parts.

through the city

is

The Genesee

flows n., dividing the city into two nearly
falls, affording an ex-

mostly a succession of rapids and

and valuable water-power, which is fully improved for manufacturing purposes.*
The city is quite regularly laid out, most of the streets crossing each other at right angles. The
N. and s. streets are parallel to the river, and upon the principal e. and w. streets bridges are
The streets are usually well paved and bordered by commodious sidebuilt across the river.*
walks. The city is divided into 12 wards.
The immense water-power furnished by Genesee River gives to the city great advantages for
manufacturing.^ Mills were erected at an early period and gradually other machinery was added,
until the present great amount and variety have been attained.
The staple manufacture of the city
is flour.
There are now in operation 24 mills and an aggregate of 125 runs of stone. The mills
have a capacity for grinding 800,000 bbls. of flour per annum and the aggregate capital invested
Since the failure of the wheat crop in Western New York, a considerable portion
is §700,000.
tensive

;

;

of the water-power has been directed to other manufacturing purposes.®
The culture of fruit and ornamental trees has for many years formed an important business
of the city ; and now the nurseries are among the most extensive in the country.'
Tlie
1

commerce of the city

Named from

Col.

is

large,

though of much

Nathl Rochester, one of the

original pro-

prietors.
2 At the first
village meeting, held May 13, 1828, under charter,
Krancis Brown was elected President, and Wm. Cobb, Everard
Veck, Dan. Mack, and Jehiel Barnard, Trustees. The Tillage
corporation embraced 750 acres. The first city officers elected in
June, 1834 were .Jonathan Child, Mayor; Louis Brooks, Thos.
Kerapshall, Elijah F. Smith, Fred'k F. Backus, and A.W. Ripley,
Aldtrniftn; John C. Nash, Clerk; and E.F. Marshall, Treasurer.
* The whole fell of Genesee River within the co. is 280 ft., of
which 265 are below the 8. line of the city. The falls evidently
all once formed a single cascade: but the different degrees of
hardness of the several rocks over which the river flows have
caused an unequal retrograde movement of the falls, until they
have assumed their present position. The surface shales have
worn away gradually to a uniform slope, over which the water
flows in a series of rapids. At the Upper Falls the stream falls
a distance of 96 feet over the
perpendicular edge of the Niagara
limestone underlaid by shale. Below the Upper Falls the river
flows IJ mi., through a deep rapine bounded by nearly perpendicular sides, to the Middle Falls, where it has a descent of 25 ft.
One hundred rods below, it descends 84 ft. over a ledge of Medina sandstone to the level of Lake Ontario. Several sulphur
springs flow out of the rocks below the Middle Falls.
* The river is crossed
by 4 bridges, respectively at Buffalo,
Court, Andrew, and Clarissa Sts. The Court and Andrew St.
are
of
iron,
and
the others of wood. The first bridge
Bridges
was built upon the site of the present Buffalo St. Bridge, in 181012, under a special act. The cost—.$12,000— was raised bv tax, in
Ontario and Genesee cos. The Court St, Bridge was first built
in 1826, by individuals. It was replaced
by the present stracture in 1868, at the city expense. The Central R. R. Bridge
crosses the river a few rods above the Upper Falls. The canal is
crossed by 5 substantial iron bridges, built by the State. Other
bridges are built across the canal feeder and the various millraces extending through the city.
* The situation of this
water-power is very favorable for the
growth of manufactures. Vessels from Lake Ontario can come
up the river to the foot of the Lower Falls, 2 mi. below the
(-•enter of the city and above the rapids the river is
navigable to
>lount Morris, a distance of 53 mi. The first mill was built
by Ebenezer Allen, in 1788-89. He goon after sold out to Col.
Fish and removed to Canada. This mill and one other were
the only ones at this place until 1814, when Elisha and Henry
Ely and Josiah Bissell built another at the Upper Falls. During
this year a few hundred bbls. of flour were sent to the Niagara
the first flnur ever exported from Rochester. The
frontier,
Phcenix Mills were built in 1818 since that time the number has
incniis-d,
until now Rochester is one of the largest flour
Krgely
"
Tiauui'acturiiigp:aces in the country. 1 1 is called the Flour C ity .''

—

—

;

—

;

less

importance than the manufactures.

It

6

Fimir Barrels form an important item in the manufacturing
interests of the city. There are now engaged in this busiuesa
41 firms, producing in the aggregate 250,000 bbls. annually, and
giving employment to 400 men.
Axis and Edge Tools are manufactured by 3 firms, with an
aggregate capital of $180,000. and employing to 200 men.
Machine Shops, 9 in number, have an aggregate capital of
$300,000, turn out goods to the amount of $000,000 per annum,
and employ 750 men.
Furnaces, 8 in number, employ 150 men, and have a capital
of $320,000.

The Duryee and Forsyth Safe and. Scale Munvfacturinf! Cb.
was incorp. in Dec. 1S54, with a capital of $100,000. It gives
employment to 250 men, and produces goods to the amount of
$250,000 per annum.
Cottmi Factories, 2 in number, give employment to 26 men,
and produce $230,000 worth of goods aimually.
Breweries, 17 in number, have an aggregate capital of $130,000,
and produce $250,000 worth of ale and lager beer annually.
Boat Yards, 15 in number, have a capital of $70,000, and
manufacture $375,000 worth of boats annually.
Coach and Carriage factories, 8 in number, ttim out $160,000
worth of carriages annually,
B'mt and Shoe factories, 5 in number, give employment to 900
hands, and turn out goods annually to the amount of $500,000.
Cabinet Shops. 8 in number, employ 625 men, and turn out

work to the amount of $500,000 aunup.Ily,
Chair Factories. 2 in number, employ 300 men, and turn out
chairs to the amount of $200,000 per annum.
Among the other articles annually manufactured are woolen
cloths to the amount of $50,000, soap and caudles to the amount
of $tiO,000, carpets, paper, linseed oil, alcohol, paint, fire engines,
A carpet manufiictory was started in 1832; and in
rifles, &c.
1838 there were 2 in successful operation. one at the Lower and
one nt the Middle Falls, The first paper mill was built at the
Upper Falls, in 1819. A large paper mill below the Lower Falls
now produces paper to the amount of $160,000 annually'. It is
chiefly engaged in the manufacture of printing paper. There
are several sawmills, planing mills, and tanneries in the city.
Besides these, there are many minor manufactories, in the aggregate giving employment to a large number of men and makinjj
use of a great amount of capital. The city ranks among the
first manufacturing towns in the State.

—

T
Ellwanger & Barry's Mount Hope Nursery, occupying 600
is probably the most extensive nursery in the world.
Samuel Moulson's Old Rochester Nursery occupies 360 acres ;
Alonzo Frost & Co's. Genesee Valley Nursery, about 250; and
Hooker & Bissell's East Avenue Nursery, about 200. J. 0. BIobs
& Co., Chas. .Moulson,
Burtis, Mattison & Co., Wm. King,
and Wm, Bryan & Co. '3 nurseries occupy 50 to lOO acres each.

acres,
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The exports consist of the
is carried on by means of the canals, railroads, and Lake Ontario.^
products of the Genesee Valley and of the manufactured goods of the city. Pop. 43,877.
Besides the co. buildings, the city contains several fine public edifices.
The City Rail, combined with the co. courthouse, has already been described.
Corinthian Hall contains the reading room and library of the
and is one of the finest public halls in the country.

Atheneum and Mechanics' Asso-

ciation,

The Arcade, fronting BuflTulo St., is a commodious building, containing the p. o., telegraph
and a variety of other offices, stores, &c. It has a broad promenade extending through the
The roof is built mostly of glass, and
center, from which the various rooms open on either side.
the public walk is open to the roof. The rooms of the upper stories open upon galleries, which
extend the entire length of the building on either side above the main walk or promenade.
The Central R. R. Depot is one of the finest buildings of the kind in the State. It contains
ample accommodations for the various r. r. offices, passenger rooms, and for the cars which arrive
on the various roads that center there. Its roof is supported by iron-; and the whole structure
the mercantile blocks, the banks, and private
presents a fine and imposing appearance. Several of
residences, are beautiful structures and worthy of becoming architectural models.
The Public Scliools of the city are under the control of a Board of Education, consisting of 2
members from each ward and a Superintendent. The schools are graded, and the course of in-

ofl&ces,

struction embraces all studies, from the

primary through the higher branches taught in academies.

The number of teachers employed is 104 13 are males
school buildings are 16 in number.
and 91 females. The number of children between the ages of 4 and 21 is 1G,108, of whom 6,320,

The

;

or 38 per cent., attend school during some portion of the year. The total expenses for 1857 were
$58,945.55. Number of volumes in school libraries, 7000.
The University of the City of Rochester was incorp. in Jan. 1850, and is under the patronage of
the Baptist denomination. This school has an optional classical and scientific course. The present

number of pupils is 140.The Baptist Theological Seminary,^ connected with the
Its present number of students is 31.

University,

was

established Nov.

4,

1850.

The Rochester Collegiate Institute, corner of Atwater and Oregon Sts., was established in 1854,
is at present a flourishing institution.*
The Rochester Female Academy, on Fitzhugh St., was incorp. in 1837.
The Allen Female Seminary and The Tracy Female Institute are flourishing private seminaries.

and

There are 8 parish schools connected with the R. C. churches of the city.
The Rochester Atheneum and Mechanics' Association was founded in 1849. It has an extensive
course of lectures.
reading room and a library of 8,000 volumes. It sustains an annual
The Female Charitable Society was organized in 1826, to furnish clothing and other articles of
necessity to the destitute.
The Home for the Friendless

'

was organized April

11, 1849, to provide

work

for the

needy who

cannot obtain employment.
The House for Idle and Vagrant Children was opened June 2, 1854. It is connected with the school
that are wandering about the streets.
department of the city and to it are sent all vagrant children
The Rochester Orphan Asylum was established in 1836 and incorp. in 1838. It is a fine brick edia lot donated by the Hon. John Greig. Its average
fice, situated in the s. w. part of the city, upon
;

number

of inmates

The Roman

is

Sisters of Charity.

by State and county appropriations and private subscription.
Orphan Asylum was opened in July, 1842. It is under the charge of the

84, supported

Catholic

It is situated in the rear of St. Patrick's

Church.

The Cartmen's Mutual Benevolent Society was incorp. in July, 1849.
The St. Andrew's Benevolent Society for extending aid to indigent Scotchmen was formed in 1850.
The St. George's Society was formed in March, 1849, by the English residents of the city.
The other societies in the city are the Monroe Co. Bible Society, organized in 1821 The Rochester
;

The principal landing for the port of Rochester is at Charthe mouth of Genesee River, 7 mi. below the city. The
amount of imports at this port for the year 18.')8 was $o38.252
exports, $126,197. The principal imports are wheat, flour, fiali,
lumber, horses, hides and sliins, peas, and wool and exports, cast
ings, fruit, fruit-trees, furniture, cheese, potatoes, and machinery.
The lighthouse is 57 ft. high, surmounted by a lantern 11 ft.
diameter and 8 ft. high, with a itli order of lens. It was erected
in 1822, at a cost of $.i,000. The pier is f of a mi. in length, built
of wood and stone and on the end is a beacon lighthouse.
1

lotte, at

;

;

;

2 This institution at
present occupies temporary buildinjig
It owns a site of VZ
St., in the midst of the city.
acres just E. of the city limits, upon which suitable buildings
are in process of erection. Connected with the institution is a
valuable library and a fine mineralogical cabinet.
It has a
3 This instilutlcn has an endowment of $75,000.
German Theological Department. Its library contains 5,500
the
volg., 4,600 of which belonged to Dr. Augustus Neander,
German ecclesiastical historian.
1 See
p. 741.

upon Buffalo
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City Tract Socieiy ; the Industrial School Association

;

the Christian Doctrine Society; Society

of

(German;) St. Joseph's Convent of Redemption ; the Academies of St. Patrick, The
Sacred Heart, and Our Lady of Mercy. The St. Mary's Hospital has an average of about 70 patients.
The Western House of Eefuge for Juvenile Delinquents, a State institution, established in 1844.
The buildings consist of a laige and
is located upon a farm of 42 acres 1 J mi. n. of the courthouse.
imposing main edifice, with wings containing offices, cells, a chapel, &c. and a variety of workThey occupy a site of 4j acres, surrounded by a high wall. The average number of inshops.
St. Alplionsus,

mates

is

The

nearly 400.^

first

religious services held in the co. were connected with the French missions in the 17th
first church at Rochester (Presb.) was formed in 1815, and the church edifice was

The

century.
erected iu 1817

;

Rev. Comfort Williams was the

first settled

minister, in 1816.

Several of the city

There are now 46 churches in the city.*
Mount Hope Cemetery is located in Brighton, near the s. line of the city. It embraces a lot of 70
acres located upon Mount Hope, the highest point of land in the vicinity, and one completely overlooking the city. It is laid out in excellent taste, and is one of the finest rural cemeteries in the country,
St. Patrick's Cemetery contains 15 acres, and St. Joseph's Cemetery (German) 9 acres.
The territory about the mouth of the Genesee first became known to the whites in the early exploring expeditions of the French. A map of the region, prepared by Baron La Hontan, was
published at London in 1703. Views of the Upper and Lower Genesee Falls had been published
as early as 1708.' Many other adventurers visited the place and gave descriptions of it long previous
to the Revolution. The country remained in the peaceable possession of the Indians until after the
war, when immigration began to set in toward Western N. Y. The first settler who located at the
He built a mill in 1788 or '90, but soon after sold
falls was Ebenezer Allen, the notorious tory.*
The mill went to decay and there were no other
out his improvements to the Pulteney Estate.
white settlers for several years.^ Among the earliest settlers were Jeremiah Olmstead, who located
a short distance s. of the present site of the House of Refuge, in 1798-99 Wm. Cole, who estabIn 1802, Nath'l Rochester,
lished a ferry, in 1805 and Enos Stone, who built a mill, in 1808.
Wm. Fitzhugh, and Charles H. Carroll, from Md., purchased a tract of 300 acres at the Upper
Falls
and in 1812 they caused their land to be laid out for settlement. In the same year
Francis and Matthew Brown, from Mass., and Thomas Mumford, laid out a tract of 200 acres
adjoining the former, and commenced the erection of mills, &c.®
The war with Great Britain broke out at the time when the first efforts were made to build up
Rochester, and seriously retarded the progress of settlement. The fear of Indian hostilities and
of hostile invasion from Canada caused many of the pioneer settlers to abandon their new homes
and emigrate to the more populous sections of the country. At the close of the war, settlements
commenced throughout Western N. Y. with increased rapidity and Rochester immediately felt
the new impulse. A large number of settlers came in, mills were built, and the place immediately
became the commercial and manufacturing center of the fertile Genesee country. The finishing
of the Erie Canal gave a new impetus to the business of the place and served to greatly extend
its
manufacturing interests. Since that time the city has steadily and rapidly increased both in
population' and business, until it has arrived at a front rank among the inland cities of the State.
churches are

among

the finest church edifices in the State.

;

:

;

;

;

RUSII —was

formed from Avon, (Livingston co.,) March 13, 1818. It lies near the center of
co.
Genesee River forms its w.
Its surface is rolling, with a w. inclination.
boundary; and Iloneoye Creek flows w. through the town and enters the river near the center of
the w. border. In the w. part, along the river, are extensive flats. The soil is a sandy, calcareous
the

1

s.

border of the

The central building

is 86 by 60 ft., and 3 stories
high. The
by o2 ft., making the entire length of the
Juvenile delinquents are sentenced to this
institution from the central, northern, and western parts of the
those fiora the eastern part being sent to a similar instiState.
tution on Wards Island, New York City. The inmates spend a
portion of each day in study and a portion in laboring at some
useful employment. The principal business carried on is the
raanufocture of slioes and brushes. A library of 9,000 volumes
The yearly cost is about
is connected with the institution.
See p. 42.
$:31,000, and the earnings of the inmates $12,000.
2 10
4
R.
Prot.
8
M.
7
C,
E., 4 Bap., 2 Friends, and
E.,
Presb.,
1 each Cong., Univ.. Unit., Ref. Prot. D., Germ. Evan., Germ. Ref.,
Second Advent, Society of Christians, Brothers in Clirist, Evang.

wings are each
building 382

1-18

—

feet.

—

Association, and .Jewisli.
"
*
Ujwn tliese early maps the Genesee was called Casconchiagon." or Little Senecas River. The water-power was not immediately improved, because every creek in the vicinity afforded
sufficient power for the wants of the people.
< Aaron Burr visited the
place in 1795 and made a minute
and critical survej- of the Falls. In 1797 Louis Philippe and his

two brothers, then in
visited the place.
5 See
p. 398.

exile,

accompanied by Robert Morris,

—

6 Charles Harford built a small mill in
the first one after
1807,
that of Ebenezer Allen. The Browns built a race in 1812, and
started a store. The same year Samuel J. Andrews and Moses
Atwater laid out a tract of land for settlement. Among the
settlers who came in about this time were Rev. Abelard Reynolds, Dr. Jonah Brown, (the first physician,) Abraham Starks,
John Matlick, (the first lawyer,) Henry Skinner, Israel Scranton,
Luscum Knapp, Hezekiah Noble, Joseph Hughes, Ebenezer
Kelly. Ira West, Elisha and Henry t\y. Porter P. Peck, Josiah
Bissell, jr., Michael Cully, Harvey Montgomery, Charles D.
Farman, and Geo. G. Sill. The first child born was a son of
Enos .*tone. May 4, 1810. Hamlet Scranton built the first framed
in 1812, on the present site of the Eagle Tavern.
dwelling,
'
The following table shows the progress of population since
1830 :—
1830
26,965
9,207 1845
1835
36,403
14,414 18.50
1840
20,191 1855
43,877
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loam on the uplands, and a rich alluvium on the flats. East Rusll (Rush p. o.) contains a
church, a saw and grist mill, a carriage factory, and about 250 iuhabitauts We$4tKui<)li, (p. v.,)
in the w. part, a station on the C. & N. F. Branch of the N. Y. C. R. R., contains a saw aud grist
;

and 30 houses

mill

IVortli Rusb, (p.
a church and 16 houses.

station, contains

in the n. w.

v.,)

;

part,

about

1 mi. e.

Scottsville

ol

Gene§ee Valloy R. R. Junction

is

I mi.

w.

West Rush. The first settlement was commenced in 1799, by Maj. "Wm. Markham and Ransom Smith, from N. 11.^ The first settled minister was Elder Goff, (Bap.)^

of

SWEDE1¥ — was formed from Murray,

It lies on the w. border
co.,) April 2, 1813.
and gently rolling. A high ridge passes e. and
W. through the town, n. of the center. Salmon Creek rises in the s. w. part and flows in an e. and
The soil is clay and clay loam. Brockport,^ (p. v.,) in the n.
N, E. course through the town.
r. station, was incorp. April 26, 1829, contains 6 churches, the Brockand
r.
a
canal
village
part,

of the

CO.,

near the center.

(Orleans

Its surface is level

port Collegiate Institute,* a bank, 2 newspaper offices, 4 founderies, a planing mill, a manufactory
of mowers and reapers, an extensive carriage manufactory, and a rotary pump manufactory. Pop.

Sweden Center, (Sweden p. o.,) near the center, contains 2
West Svi^eden, near the s. w. corner, 2 churches and 15 houses.

2,143.

and

commenced

in 1807,*

by Nathaniel Poole and Walter Palmer.

churches and 20 houses

The

first

settlement

;

was

There are 10 churches in town.^

UXIOIV —was

formed from Clarkson, Oct. 11, 1852. It is the n. w. corner town of the co.
Lake Ontario forms its n. boundary. Its surface is slightly rolling and inclines toward the lake.
It is drained by a number of small streams, the principal of which is Sandy Creek.
The soil is
a sandy, clayey, and gravelly loam. Salt was manufactured to a limited extent by the early

Clarkson Center,

settlers.
(p. 0.,)

in the e. part, 8 houses

(p. v.,) in
;

the

s.

part, contains 35 houses

Kendalls Mills,

near the

;

IVortli

Clarkson,

w. corner, partly in Kendall,
settlement was commenced in 1810, by Aretus Haskell.''
s.

(Orleans co.,) is a hamlet. The first
There are 5 churches in town.* A Fourierite community was organized and located at the mouth of
Sandy Creek, in 1843, under Dr. Theller, of Canadian Patriot War notoriety. The bubble soon burst.

WEBSTER—was formed from Penfield, Feb.

It lies on Lake Ontario, in the n. e.
6, 1840.
the w. boundary.
Its surface from the ridge in the s.
part has a gentle inclination to the lake. The shore rises in places 50 ft., and in the w., on Irondequoit Bay, 80 to 100 ft. The streams are small and flow n. into the lake. The soil is a

corner of the

loam

co.

Irondequoit

N. of the ridge,

the early

settlers.

Bay forms

and clay and clay loam in the

Webster,

(p. v.,) in

the

s.

s.

part,

Salt

on the

was manufactured
ridge, contains

to

sandy
some extent by

4 churches, the Web-

Academy, and 310 inhabitants; IVest "Webster, (p. v.,) in the s. w. part, contains 40
houses. The first settlement was commenced in 1805, under the agency of Caleb
Lyon.^ The
first church (M. E.) was formed in 1812,
by Rev. Solomon Pierce.*"
ster

WHEATEAMD—was

formed from Caledonia, (Livingston

co.,) as "Inverness," Feb. 23,
border, in the s. w. part of the
CO.
Genesee River flows s. on the e. border. Its surface is rolling. Oatka (or Aliens) Creek flows
e. through near the center of the town. It is joined at Mumford by the Outlet of Caledonia
Sprino-s,

1821.

Its

name was changed April

3,

1821.

It lies

upon the

s.

forming an excellent water-power. The soil is loam, mixed with clay in the interior, and with sand
and gravel in some localities, the whole underlaid by limestone. Gypsum is found in large quantities.
Scottsville,** (p-'^->) in the e. part, contains 4 churches, a union school, extensive flouring mills,
1
Among the early settlers were Joseph Morgan, fi'om the w.
Bide of the river, and
Spraker, from the Mohawk. Philip
Brice, Chrystal Thomas, .Tacob Stall, and John Bell, came in
1801, from Md. : Joseph Sibley and Elisha Sibley, from Rensselaer CO., in 1804 ; Elnathan Perry and Thomas Daily, in 1S06.

The

was that of Joseph Morgan, in 1789. The first
deaths were Mr. and Mrs. Markham. in 1791. John Webster
kept the first inn; Benj. Campbell the first store; and John
Webster built the first gristmill.
2 The census
reports 5 churches in town 2 M. E., Evan. Luth.,
Bap., and Christian.
3 Named from Hiel
Brockway, a prominent early settlor in
first

birth

;

the village.
* This institution is under the
supervision of the Baptist denominatioQ, and is in a flourishing condition.
6 Samuel
Bishop,
Hopkins, Isaiah White, and Stephen
Johnson came in 1807 John Reed, Timothy Tyler, and Edward
Parks, in 1808. Reuben Moon, with his sons James, Amos, and
James Scott
Isajic, settled in 1809 and '10, in the E. part.
;

was the

the s. part, in 1809. John
Kniftht were the original
Brockport. James Seymour, George
Allen, Thomas R. Roby, Ralph W. Goold, Luke 'Webster, and
CJiarles Kichardaon were early settlers. Samuel Bishop kept
(colored)

Phelps, Rufus

first settler in

Hammond, and

purchasers of the

site of

the

first inn, in 1809; Charles Richardson the first
store; and
Brockway & Blodgett built the first mill.
6 3 M.
E., 2 Bap., F. W. Bap., Cong., Presb., Prot. E., and R. C.
7 Josiah and Samuel
Randall, from Maine, settled in 1810
Stephen Ba.xter and John Nowlan, in 1811;
Strunk settled
at the mouth of Sandy Creek, in 1811
Billings and Alanson
Thomas, soon after. But few settlers came in until after 1817.
The first death was that of
Strunk. in 1812. A. D. Raymond kept the first inn Daniel Pease the first store and Alanson
Thomas built the first mill, for Le Roy & Bayard.
8 M.
E., Meth. Prot., Bap.. F. W. Bap., and Union.
9 John
Shoecraft, from Ulster Co., Isaac Straight, Daniel HaiAbram
vey,
Foster, Paul Hammond, William Mann, William
Harris, John Letts, Samuel Fierce, Samuel Gooden'iush, and
;

;

;

;

Benjamin Burnett, mostly from N. H. and Vt., settled about isoti.
The first birth was in the family of Caleb Lyon; and tlie fii>t
death, that of a child of N. Gaines. Wm. Harris taught th first
John Letts kept the first inn: F.B. Corning
school, in 1810.
the first store, in 1825; and Caleb Lyon built the first saw aud
grist mill, in 1806.
1" There are 4 churches in town
n Named from Isaac Scott, the
present site of the village.

;

Bap., M. E., Presb., and Univ .
first setttler and owner of thu
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and distillery, and a steam planing mill. Pop.
plaster mills, a woolen factory, furnace, brewery
3 churches, a saw and grist mill, machine
in
the
s. w.
contains
925.
v.,)
part,
(p.

Mumford,

and plaster mill. Pop. 535. Garbuttsville contains
shop, a thrashing machine manufactory,
extensive quarries of plaster, flour and plaster mills, and 20 houses ; lYbeatlaud Center,
contains 15 houses. The first settlement was made in 1789,^ by
p. o.,) near the center,
(Wheatland

The first church (Bap.) was formed
The census reports 11 churches in town,^

Peter Shaeffer, from Penn.

Rev. Solomon Brown.

in 1811.

The

first

pastor

was

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, DweJlings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Monroe County.
Valuation of 1858.

Acres of Land.
•£

Names of Towns.

I

Pittsfleld

12,079*
19,855i
15,473
10,601
24,289
18,527^
9,968
18,931i
18,042
20,020j
17. 954 i
17,295
12,648

Kiga

17,09H

Brighton
Chili

Clarkson
Gates
Greece
Henrietta....

Irondequoit.

Mendon
Ogden

Parma
Penfield

Perinton

Kochester....

Rush
Sweden
Union

Total....

i

5,770i
3.991

3,0S3i
4.412
3.631
6,0124
4,962
5,094
2.080J
4,000

641f

61^

14,837
17,G02i

3.556
4.145i
5,706i
4,703
3,667

19,969^
15,454
15,559

Webster.
Wheatland..

1,672
5,172i
4.626
1.935

316,840i

MONTGOMERY COUNTY.
This county -was formed from Albany, March 12, 1772, under the
of " Tryon Co."^ Its name was changed April 2, 1784. Ontario -was taken off in 1789, Herkimer,
Otsego, and Tioga in 1791,
Hamilton in 1816,^ and Fulton in 1838. It lies on both sides of the
Mohawk, centrally distant 39 miles from Albany, and contains 430
The general system of highlands which forms the consq. mi.
necting link between the northern spurs of the Allegany Mts. on
the s. and the Adirondacks on the n. extends through this co. in a
N. E. and s. w. direction.
Mohawk River cuts through the upland,
and forms a valley 1 to 2 mi. wide, and 200 to 500 ft. below the sum-

name

mits of the

Mohawk

The

hills.

valleys of several of the tributaries of the

extend several miles into the highland

district at

nearly

right angles to the river valley. The hills bordering upon the river generally rise in gradual slopes,
and from their summits the country spreads out into an undulating upland, with a general inclination

which every part of the surface of the co. is drained. The principal tributaries
are the East Canada, Graroga, Cayadutta, Chuctenunda Creeks, and Evas Kil, on the
Cowilliga, Chuctenunda, Schoharie, Aui-ies, Flat, Canajoharie, and Otsquaga Creeks, on the s.

toward the
of the

river, into

Mohawk

and
The highest point

N.,

in the co. is

Bean

Hill, in Florida,

and

is

estimated to be 700

ft.

above

tide,

and the

lowest point is the bed of the Mohawk, on the e. line of the co., 260 ft. above tide.
" The
Gneiss, the only primary rock in the co., is found in patches, the principal locality being at
Hoses," on the Mohawk.^ Resting directly upon this are heavy masses of calciferous sandstone,

appearing mostly on the n. bank of the river and extending into Fulton

co.*

Next above

this are

the Black River and Trenton limestone, not important as surface rocks, but furnishing valuable
The slates and shales of the Hudson River group extend along the s.
quarries of building stone.

border of the

co.

and are found in a few places

The

n. of the river.

Drift

and boulders abound in

along the river consists of alluvial deposits and a deep, rich, vegetable
mold, and upon the uplands it is mostly a highly productive sandy and gravelly loam. The productions are principally grass and spring grains. The uplands are finely adapted to pasturage, and
various places.

soil

dairying forms the leading pursuit. Upon the Mohawk Flats immense quantities of broomcorn
are raised. There are several important manufactories in the co., consisting chiefly of woolen
goods, carpets, paper, agricultural implements, sash and blinds, and castings.
Quarrying is extensively carried on.*
The principal public works are the Erie Canal, extending along the s. side of the Mohawk, and
the N. Y. Central R. R.,® on the n. bank.
wire suspension bridge crosses the Mohawk at Fort

A

Hunter, and wooden bridges at Amsterdam, Fonda, Canajoharie, Fort Plain, and

An

iron bridge

was

St. Johnsville.

built at Fort Plain, in 1858.

The county seat is located at Fonda, a pleasant village on the
ancient Dutch settlement of " C aughnawaga."'' The courthouse

built

on the

site

a fine brick

edifice,

containing

Mohawk,
is

of the

The jail is a stone building, adjacent to the courthouse.® The co. poorhouse
offices.^
upon a farm of 150 acres situated in Glen, about 3 mi. e. of Fonda. The building is old
and poor, and has few arrangements for the health, comfort, or convenience of its inmates. The
average number of inmates is 125. The farm yields a revenue of $1,000.
The first newspaper in the co. was established at Fort Plain, in 1827.^°

the usual co.
is

located

1 Named from Wm.
Tryon, Colonial Governor. Present name
given in honor of Gen. Richard Montgomery, of the Revolution.
As first tbrmed, this co. embraced all of tlie State w. of
Delaware River and a line extending N. through Schoharie, and
along the E. lines of the present cos. of Montgomery, Fulton, and
Hamilton, and continuing in a straight line to Canada.
2 Taken off with Herkimer in
17&1, and restored to Mont-

gomery March

31, 1797.

3

This rock here contains pink colored garnets.
This rock often contains iu its cavities quartz and nodules
of anthracite coal, which has led to foolish expenditures of large
Bums in mining for coal. Near Sprakers liasin traces of lead
have been found.
' Stone from these
quarries were used in the construction of
canal locks and other public works.
<

«

Formerly

"

Canajoharie R.

Schenectad;/ d- Utica R. i?."

K., iucorp. in IbSO,

was opened

The Catskill &
to Cooksburgh

from Catskill at a cost of $400,000. In 1842 it was abandoned,
the track sold for $11,000 and taken up.
'
"Caiigfinaioaga" was one-half mi. E. of the courthouse, hut is
now included within the incorporation of the village of Fonda.

The

The condiCO. seat was removed from Johnstown in 1836.
tions of the removal were that a subscription of $4500 should bo
raised, and a site of not less tlian 3 acres donated to the co.
This removal occasioned great dissatisfaction, and led to the
division of the co. in 1838.
8
mileage lu
By an act passed March 19, 1778, the sheriffs
"
Tryon co. was directed to be reckoned from Tin Koses," which
time.
some
for
been
continued
to
have
practice a])pears
6 The
jail is so constructed as not to answer the i-equirements
of the law in the classification of prisoners. The courthouse and
jail W'ere erected at a cost of $30,500.
10 T/ie Watch Tower was
begun at Fort Plain in 1S27 by S. M.

407
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The early history of this co. is full of incident and interest. At the time of the first advent
of the whites it was the principal seat of the Mohawks, one of the most powerful tribe's of the Five
Nations. The policy adopted by the early Dutch settlers of the colony, and continued by their
Eno-lish successors, strongly attached a majority of these savages to their interests and the unpro;

voked attack of Champlain, in 1609, made them hate the French in Canada with intense bitterness.
In the wars that ensued, the Five Nations proved faithful allies to the English, and on many occaIn 1665-66 a French expedition, consisting of 600 men,
sions shielded them from hostile attacks.

under De Courcelles and De Tracy, was sent against the Indians, and proceeded as far as Schenectady but, after much suffering and the loss of many men, the army returned to Canada without
Within the next few years several French expeditions were sent against the
affecting any thing.
;

western tribes of the Five Nations, and in return the Indians made a descent upon Montreal in
In retaliation. Count Frontenac
1G89, laid waste whole plantations, and destroyed many lives.^
sent several expeditions against the Indians and English, one of which destroyed Schenectady in
1690.^ In the winter of 1092-93 the French again invaded the Mohawk country, surprised and
destroyed two of their three castles,' and took about 300 prisoners. In the engagement at the
tliird castle they lost 30 of their number; and in their retreat they were pursued by Maj. Peter

Schuyler at the head of 200 regulars and militia, who succeeded in killing 33 and wounding 26
number and in rescuing 50 prisoners. Favored by the severe cold, the remainder escaped

of their

and

Canada through the great northern wilderness.

Their sufferings on this journey were
early as 1642-43, a French Jesuit visited the Mohawk settlements; and between that
date and 1678, 10 missionaries of this order labored to bring over the Indians of this region to the
fled to

intense.

As

French interests and the Catholic religion. Though attended with great hardships, and in one or
two instances with death, these labors were in some measure successful, and in 1671 a large
number of Indians removed from Caughnawaga to Canada.*

A

military post, known as Fort Hunter, was established near the mouth of Schoharie Creek in
About the same time a large number of German Palatinates, sent over by Queen Anne,
1711.
settled upon the Hudson, and shortly after removed to Schoharie and the Mohawk Valley and set-

upon lands given them by Government. At about the same period a considerable number of
Holland Dutch, from Schenectady and vicinity, found their way into the co. and extended their
In 1730 the first mill n. of the Mohawk was built on the site of
improvements up the valley.
"Cranes" Village by two or three brothers named Groat; and this for a time served the settlements at German Flats, 50 mi. beyond.*
The land grants in this co. were made in comparatively small tracts. The first were issued as
On the 19th of Oct. 1723, a patent of 12,700 acres, called " Stone Arabia," n. of the
early as 1703.

tled

S. Gant, who was succeeded by John Calhoun &
Pliitt.
In 1S30 it was published as
The Fort Plain Snitind.
The Fort Flain Gazette was begun in 183.3 by H. L. Gros.
The Fort Flain Hepublican was begun in 1835 by E. W.
It was succi'oded by

Tlie Tocsin in 1N3G,

II.

Link, publisher.

It

Gill.

by W.

L. Fish.

changed owners seyeral times, and was

finally

The Fort Flain Journal was commenced

in 1S38

discontinued.

The Lutheran Ilerald.
The Students Gleaner, by students
School, was issued from The
The Montgomery Fkmdx was begun
by L. P. Backus, publisher,
In Mar. 1S54 it was changed

TUe Moliawk Valley
now

of the Fort Plain

Journal

High

F.

Young,

editor.

to

under which name
it is
published by Webster & Matthewson.
The Mohawk Fanner was published at Caughnawaga at an early

Register,

period.

The Cdmijoharie Telegraph was published by Henry Hooghkirk in 1826-26.

The Canajoharie

Sentinel
well, editor.

was published

Nooman

office.

at Fort Plain Feb. 3, 1841,

and D.

Montgomery Union was published at Canajoharie by W. S.
Hawley, 1850-63. Four numbers of another paper were
published at the same place in 1864 by S. N. S. Gant.
The Mohavik Advertiser, ]iublished at Amsterdam by Dariua
Wells, was changed to
The Intelligencer and Moliawk Advertiser in 1834. In 1835 it
was published by John J. Davis, L. II. Xicliolds, editor.
In ISJiG it was pubhshed by S. B. Marsh, and, after
several changes, it was changed in 1S.!)4 to
The Amsterdam Recorder, which is now issued by H.
Ilayward, editor and publisher.
The Mohawk Gazette was published at Amsterdam by Josiah A.
Tlie

in 1827

;

Samuel Cald-

The Canajoharie Repuhlican was published in 1827-28 Henry
Bloomer, editor, and afterward John McVean & D. F.
;

Sacia.

The Montgnmery Argus was published by J. McVean in 1831-32,
and continued by S. N. S. Gant till 1S36.
The Canajoharie. Investigator was published from 1833 to '36 by

;

The Montgomery

in

Nov. 1840,

lislied

by Levi S. Backus, a deaf mute;
was burned out, and removed to Fort

in 1S37

1

2

The Mohavjk Valley Gazette waa published
U. Riggs from 1847 to '49.

at Canajoharie

by W.

by T. R. Horton.
indebted to Prof

We are
and

it

Plain; in 1854 it was removed to Madison co., but has
since returned to Canajokirie. For several years the State
made appropriations for sending this paper to deaf mutes
throughout the State.

Co. Star.

The Montgomery Whig was begun at Fultonville in 1839 by F.
J. Mills.
It passed into the hands of B. H. Pinkham, and in 1855 its name was changed to
The Montgomery Republican, and is now pub-

Andrew H. Calhoun.

The Radii was begun

in 1833-34.

The Fonda Ilerald was issued by J. Reynolds, Jr.. in 1837.
The Fonda Sentinel, begun in 1845 changed in 1859 to
The Montgomery Democrat, 1. M. Gregory, pub'r.
The American .SV'/r, commenced at Canajoharie April 5, 1865, by
Wm. 9. Ilawley, was removed to Fonda May 17, 1855.
In 1857 it was changed to
The Mohawk Valky American, and published by C. B. Freeman.
In 1868 this title was changed to
The American Sl/ir. now published by Wm.S. Hawley as

to the files of

0.

W.

Morris, of

The Phcenix, for the above

New York,
Many

list.

changes of ownership are not stated.
Oolden's Five Nations ; Smith's Bist. JV. Y.

See p. 598.
8 The " Lower Castle" was situated at the motith of Schoharie
Creek, the " Middle Castle" at the mouth of the Otsquaga, and
the •' Upper Castle" at the mouth of the Now-a-da-ga or Indian
Castle Creek, in Danube, Herkimer co.
* Anindian
village named Caughnawaga, 9 mi. above Montreal,
^ Simms's ^'Hist. Scholiarie.^'
is the result of this emigration.
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John Christian Garlock and others fur the benefit of the Palatinates. The
and in 17G2 there remained little, if any, un-

principal grants were made between 1730 and 17-10;
patented laud in the oo.

a large tract
sent out his nej)hew,
located at the mouth of Scho-

About the year 1735, the British Admiral, Sir Peter Warren, acquired the
known as " Warrennbush," mostly in the present town of Florida, and

of land

Wm.

title to

Juhnson, then but 21 years of age, as his agent. Johnson first
afterward he removed to 3 mi. above Amsterdam, and finally to Juhnstuwn. Through
the influence of his uncle he received the appointment of Agent of Indian Affairs, which gave him
great facilities for intercourse and traffic with the natives. Applying himself industriously to tho
harie Creek

:

study of tho character and language of the Indians, and adopting their habits and dress ivlienever
suited his convenience, he gained an ascendency and iniluence over them never before enjoyed
by any white person. His easy and obliging manners made him equally a favorite with the white
settlers
and until his death, which took place on the 24th of June, 1774, the events of his life are
it

;

intimately interwoven with the history of the co.^ His title and estates descended to his son, Sir
John Johnson; but his commanding personal influence could not be inherited. Guy Johnson, son-

in-law of Sir William,^ Col. Daniel Clans, and Col. John Butler, were attached to the interests of
the Johnson family, possessed large estates, and lived in what were then considered sumptuous
residences in the Mohawk Valley. They had considerable influence with both whites and Indians.

In the controversy between the colonists and the mother country which resulted in the Picvolution,
the Johnsons and their adherents strongly espoused the cause of the King, from whom they had
received so

many

favors.

As

a class, the German Palatinates sided with the colonies, and a majority of the other settlers
entertained similar sentiments ; but for a long time they were overawed, and their efforts at organiIn the spring of 1775, while the
zation were thwarted by the zeal and activity of the tory leaders.

Johnstown, through the influence of the tories the signatures of most of the
and
magistrates were procured to a document opposing the measures of the Continental
grand jurors
Congress.* This proceeding, coupled with others of a more aggressive and personal character,
tended greatly to organize the opposition forces, to separate the friends and enemies of freedom, and
court

was

in session at

and vindictive hatred, which naturally led to all the horrors of civil war.
into 6 districts;* and, for the purpose of a more thorough organization,
co"
was
divided
IVyon
Upon a
delegates were appointed in each by the Patriots to form a committee of public safety.
to kindle feelings of bitter

"

meeting of these delegates a significant remonstrance was addressed to Col. Guy Johnson, Indian
Agent, for his aggressive and partisan acts; he withdrew in June, 1775, to Cosbys Manor, above
German Flats, under pretense of holding a council with the Indians in the w. part of the co.
and in a short time he fled to Montreal, by the way of Oswego, accompanied by a large number
of dependents and followers. He continued to act as Indian Agent during the war, and by liberal
rewards and still more liberal promises he greatly stimulated the natural ferocity of the Indians,
and incited them to more active hostility. He was joined in Canada by Joseph Brant, a distin2 tories who afterward
guished and educated Mohawk chief, and John and Walter N. Butler,
tories and Indians, they aftergained an infamous notoriety. At the head of marauding parties of
;

ward returned and committed the most inhuman atrocities upon their old friends and neighbors.
Sir John Johnson remained at "Johnson Hall," but continued active in his intrigues, and kept up a
correspondence with Col. Guy Johnson in Canada. His preparations to fortify "Johnson Ilall" excited alarm; and in Jan. 1776, a committee, consisting of Gen. Philip Schuyler, Gen. Ten Broeck,
and Col. Varick, was despatched from Albany to consult with the local committee of safety and satisGen. Herkimer called out the militia and the afiair was finally settled
factorily arrange matters.
of
Sir
John
surrender
as prisoner, and an agreement that his Scotch tenants should be
the
by
disarmed. He was sent to Fishkill, but, being released on parole, he soon returned to Johnstown
and resumed his intrigues. In May, Col. Dayton was sent with a regiment to again arrest him
but, being warned of their approach. Sir John and his followers fled to the woods, and finally
;

;

reached Canada by the way of Sacandaga and Racket Rivers, after 19 days of fasting and suffering.*
Sir John received a commission as colonel in the British service, raised a regiment of tories known
1 For his services while in command of the
expedition which
resulted in the defeat of tho French under Dieskan, at the head
of Lake George, ho received the title of Baronet and a gift of
£5000 from Parliament. From this time until his death he lived
in ease and opulence, devoting his time to the management of
public affairs and tlie improvement of his estate.
2 Succeeded Fir AVilliam as Indian
Agent.

*
*

Annals of Trymi en., p. 4fi.
These districts were " Mohaivk,"

harie," on the

s.

side of the

.id.joining

Albany,

"

Canajothe n.,

Mohawk, and "Palalim" on

" German
Flats," and
extending up the river to Little Falls,
•'
"
Kingsland," still farther up the river, and Old Evghmd Disthese
5
of
districts
Tlie
first
w.
of
the
trict,"
Susquehanna.
were formed March 2-t, 1772. On tlie Sth of March, 1773, the
"

—

—

name " S'mc Jrahia" was changed to "P:dr:h'ne,"
German flats" to ^Kingsland." and ••KiiinslayHf to "German
Old England Dist. was fnrmed April 3, 1775.
5 The Indians at St. Regis still jireserve a tradition of this

original

Flats."

event, and state that the party wi're reduced to the utmost extremity before they reached the inhabited region.
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as "Johnson's Greens," and was active and bitter in his hostility throughout the vrar} Through
the influence of the Johnsons, all of the Five Nations, with the exception of a portion of tlie Oneidas
and Tuscaroras,^ were attached to the British interests, and were liberally aided by arms and provisions in their frequent incursions into the frontier settlements under the Butlers and Brant.^
In the summer and fall of 1777, this cc, in common with the whole northern and western fron-

was the scene of great alarm and of stirring military events, produced by the expedition of
Gen. St. Leger, at the head of a large body of tories and Indians, was dispatched by
the way of Oswego to reduce the rebel posts and settlements on the Mohawk and join the main
army at Albany. On the 3d of Aug. they laid siege to Fort Schuyler, upon the site of the present
The militia of Montgomery co. were called out, and, under Gen. Herkimer,
village of Piome.
marched to the relief of the fort. On the way the bloody battle of Oriskany was fought, in which
200 of the brave patriots of the co. were killed and as many more carried into Indian captivity.*
In the latter part of the same month, Genls. Arnold and Learned, at the head of 900 troops, marched
up the river, and St. Leger hastily abandoned the siege and fled.° The destruction of the valley
was thus averted, and for several months the inhabitants were allowed to remain undisturbed, save
by small scalping parties, that hung round the unprotected frontiers and cut off the defenseless
tier,

Burgoyne.

inhabitants.

In the spring of 1778, Gen. La Fayette, accompanied by Gen. Schuyler and Col. Duane, went to
Johnstown and held a conference with a body of Indians, which resulted in a treaty of considerable
In the following summer the horrible butcheries at Wyoming,
to the settlers.
Harpersfield, German Flats, and Cherry Yalley were perpetrated and in the summer of 1779 the
army of Gen. Clinton marched from this co. to join Gen. Sullivan's expedition against the chief
On the 21st of May, 1780,
villages and farming grounds of the Onondagas, Cayugas, and Senecas.
subsequent benefit

;

Sir

John Johnson,

at the head of 500 Indians

and

tories,

suddenly made his appearance at Johnson

He

arrived about sunset on Sunday, and, dividing his force into two parties, at daylight the
next morning he made a simultaneous attack upon Tribes Hill and Caughnawaga. Several persons
Hall.

and others taken prisoners, and every building upon the route, except those belonging
was burned. The militia began to collect in considerable numbers, and toward night Sir
John hastily retreated, and safely reached Canada by the way of the wilderness w. of the Adirondack Mts.® Near the last of the July succeeding, the militia of the co. were employed to convey a
provision train sent to the relief of Fort Schuyler and on the 2d of Aug., while they were absent,
Brant, at the head of 500 Indians and tories, made an attack upon the settlements in the neighbor-

were

killed

to tories,

;

hood of Fort Plain. Fifty-three dwellings were burned, 16 persons slain, and CO women and children carried into captivity. Upon the approach of the militia from Johnstown and Schenectady,
the party retreated.
On the 15th of the following Oct. a large party of tories, Indians, and Canadians, under Sir John Johnson, Brant, and Cornplanter, made their appearance in the Mohawk

mouth of Schoharie Creek, after having laid waste the Schoharie settlements above.
they marched up the valley, burning the houses, destroying the property, and
murdering or taking prisoners all that they met. The militia under Gen. Robert Van Rensselaer
On the 18th of Oct., Col. Brown, who
hastily came together and marched to attack the invaders.
commanded a small stockade fort at Stone Arabia, acting under the order of Yan Rensselaer,
marched out with 150 men to attack the enemy but, receiving no support from the main army, the
little detachment was soon routed, with the loss of the commander and 30 to 40 men killed.
Sir
John halted at Fox's Mills, about 8 mi. above Fort Hunter, in the town of St. Johnsville, and
erected a temporary breastwork. At a late hour in the
day he was attacked by a detachment und^r
Col. Dubois, and the Indians under his command were defeated.''
The Americans, under Yan
Rensselaer, fell back 3 mi. and encamped; and the next morning, upon marching forward, to renew
the attack, they found that the enemy had fled.^ Sir John finally succeeded in making his escape.
Yalley, at the

From

this point

;

1

Annah of Tryon

Hist. St.
Co.

Law.

Co.

;

Simms's Hht. Schoharie

Co.; Dunlap's Hist.

Co.

:

Hough's

ofN. T.; Benton's Hist. Herlc

—

8 About 150 Oneidas and 200 Tuscaroras
joined the British.
Annals nf Tryon Co.
3 The Americans made several efforts to attach the
Six Nations
to their interests, or at least to induce them to remain neutral.
In the winter of l"76-7i. Col. Harper was sent to ascertain the
object of the assemblino; of a large body of Indians at Oquago, on
the Susquehanna. In the succeeding June, Brant, with a party
of Indians, made a levy upon the settlers of the Unadilla; and
many fled to a place oi" safety. Gen. Herkimer, at the head of
380 militia, marched to meet him and on the 27tli of June,
1777, a conference was held between the general and the chief, but
without producing any deiinite results. All efforts to propitiate
the Six Nations were then abandoned, and all conferences ceased
:

xmtil the close of the war, when the Indians were called upon,
as vanquished enemies, to confirm the surrender of most of
tbeir lands as an atonement for their hostility.
* There was
scarcely a hamlet in the valley that did not lose
one or more of its inhabitants.
6 For fiirther
particulars concerning these transactions, sea
page 316.
6 The
principal object of this incursion was to obtain the
silver plate which had been buried by Sir John on his first hasty
The plate was recovered and carried
flight from Johnson Hall.
to Canada in the knapsacks of 60 men.
' This
engagement is known as the battle of "KlocJrs Field."
8 Du Bois had
nearly gained the victory, when Van Rensselaer
came up and gave orders not to renew the battle until the signal
should be given from headqjiartcrs. The forces of the former

were under arms

all night,

momentarily expecting the promised

MONTGOMERY COUNTY.

411

though hia force was greatly reduced by hunger, fatigue, and the continual, harassing attacks
of the militia, which hung upon their rear.
The piv/spects of the Mohawk Valley were now gloomy in the extreme. Nearly every settlement
had been desolated, and neai-ly every family had lost some of its members.^ In the spring of 1781,
Col. Willett assumed the command of the American forces on the Mohawk, and, by his military
Indian warfare, he not only Successfully repelled all attacks made
fkill, darin"', and knowledge of
upon the Mohawk settlements, but carried the war into the enemy's own country.
On the 9th of July, 1781, 300 Indians, under a tory named Doxtader, made a sudden attack upon
the settlement of Currytown, (in the town of Root.) After burning the buildings and collecting a
Col. Willett, at the head of 150 militia, immediately pursued
large amount of booty, they retreated.
"
and overtook them at Durlah," (Dorlach,) a few mi. over the line of Schoharie co. A severe skirmish
ensued, when the Indians fled, leaving 40 of their number dead on the field.'' The final incursion
into the Mohawk Valley was made Oct. 24, 1781, by a party of 600 British and Indians, under
first appfcarance in the neighborhood of WarrensMaj. Ross and Walter N. Butler, who made their
bush. They marched to the vicinity of Johnson Hall and commenced the usual work of plunder
and murder, but were arrested by a sudden attack by forces under Cols. Willett, Rowley, and

A

severe engagement ensued, resulting in the retreat of the enemy. Col. Willett pursued, and, coming up with the rear guard at West Canada Creek, another skirmish took place, in
which the infamous Walter N. Butler was killed.' The shattered remnant of the British forces
This affair practically ended the war in Tryon co., and the remaining
of

Harper.

escaped by

way

Oswego.

almost every thing except the soil, were allowed to resume in peace their accusIn a few years the ravages of the war were completely obliterated, and the
fertile regions of Central and Western N.Y., which*had become known through the military expeThe
ditions that had traversed them, soon began to fill up with a New England population.
other royalists were confiscated, and the feudal tenants
and
Johnsons
of
the
domains
splendid
of the colonial period were replaced by enterprising freeholders under the new government.*
citizens, stripped of

tomed employments.*

AMSTERD A3I^—was formed from" Caughiawaga,"'' March 12, 1793.

Perth (Fulton

co.)

was

on the n. bank of the Mohawk, in the n.e. corner of the co. Its surface
consists of the intervale along the river, and a rolling upland gradually rising for the space of 2
mi. and attaining an elevation of 300 to 500 feet. The principal streams are the Kayaderosseras,
3 mi. w. of Amsterdam Village, Chuctenunda,^ at the village, and Evas Kil,^ near the e. border.
taken

ofi"

in 1831.

It lies

The soil in the valley is a deep, rich alluvium, and upon the hills it is a fertile, gravelly loam.
Near Tribes Hill are extensive stone quarries. A considerable amount of manufactures is carried
on in town, consisting of mill machinery, agricultural implements, carriages, car springs, and
at Hagamans Mills. Amsterdam,^" (p. v.,)
carpets, at Amsterdam Village, and of woolen goods
the Amsterdam Female Seminary, a bank, printing
incorp. April 20, 1830, contains 4 churches,
and chagrin
signal ; and they had the inexpressible mortification
to see the beaten foe slipping through the net in -which tliey
liad been caiiglit, without the possibility of preventing their
escape. Had it not been for the indecision or cowardice of Gen.
Van Rensselaer, the whole party might have been fallen. At
the time, he was openly charged of cowardice or treachery by
the Oneida chief, and he entirely lost public confidence.
1 Some idea of the extent of these ravages maybe formed from
"
a statement prepared by the supervisors of Tryon co." dated Dec.
They therein stated
20, 1780, and addressed to the legislature.
that 700 buildings had been burned within the co. ; that 354
families had abandoned their habitations and removed; 613
121
persons had deserted to the enemy 197 had been lulled,
taken prisoners and 1200 farms lay uncultivated by reason of
include
did
not
the enemy. This statement
Cherrj' Valley,
Newtown-Martin, Middlefield, Springfield, HarpersfieUi, and
Old Kngland District, which had been totally deserted and
abandoned. Tlie population of the co. at the beginning of the
war was about 10,OUO. While the sufferings of the colonists
were thus great, the Indian loss was much greater. Their whole
country had been ravaged, their homes and crops destroyed,
and a large portion of their number had died in battle or by
starvation. At the close of the war the miserable remnant of
;

;

human suffering. He surpassed the savages in barbarity; and
many a victim was saved from his clutches by the interposition
of the Indian chief Brant.
*
Special acts were passed in 1780, '81, and '83, directing the
commissioners of sequestration to relieve certain distressed famiRev. Daniel Gros, of Canajoharie, acted as almoner of the
lies.
commissioners; and his acts are preserved among the public
papers of the State.
6 For several
years after the war, ghosts were reported as frequently seen staliiing about the old residences of the royalists.
The appearances which gave rise to these reports were doubtless
the tories themselves, returned in disguise to obtain valuables
which had been secreted upon their previous hasty flight. The
settlers, who had suffered so much, were slow in forgetting the
injuries they had received and for many years after, fsyt', either
Indians or tories, who had been engaged in the war, could show
themselves in the settlement with safety.
6 Named
by Eisanuel E.DeGraff, a Hollander and early .settler.
1 On the 9th of
March, 1780, the portion of Mohawk district
The
N. of the river was set off and named " Caughnavjaga."
first town meeting was held at the house of John B. Wimples.
;

"
Caughnawaga" was formed as a town, March 7, 1788. It embraced all that part of Montgomery co. lying N. of tlie Jlohawk
This
and
were
and
E. of a line extending from Tlie Noses N. to Canada.
the once powerful nations humbly
content to accept terms that deprived them of almost their town was divided in 1793 into Amsterdam, Mayfield, Broadalbin,
and
Johnstown.
entire country.
"
8
2
Signifying Twin Sisters," and applied to the streams flowBy stratagem Col. Willett succeeded in drawing the Indians
into an ambuscade. They fled so hastUy that all their baggage ing into the Mohawk on opposite sides; in some documents
and plunder was captured. On tlieir retreat they murdered a spelled Chuct^to-narne-da.
9 Pronounced E-vaws-kil
named from Mrs. Eva Van Alstyne,
number of prisoners to prevent their escape.
* Walter N. Butler was one of the most inhuman wretches who was wounded and scalped by the Indians in 1755, while
that ever disgraced humanity. Ferocious, bloodthirsty, and crossing this stream.
"
10
Formerly called Veedersburgh."
cruel, he seemed to revel in perfect deUght at the spectacle of
sued for peace,

;
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office,

and several manufactories. Pop. 2044. Ila^aniaiis Mills (p. v.) has 124 inliabitants,
and Mannys Corners 8 houses. Tribes Hill,^ (p-o.,) ou the line
(p-"^'-) 92,

Cranes ville^
of

Mohawk,

is

a hamlet.

settlement was

A wire suspension bridge

here crosses the

Mohawk

The

to Florida.'

first

1710, by Dutch and Palatinates. About 1740, Sir Wm. Johnson
upon the w. side of the Kavaderosseras, 3 mi. w. of Amsterdam
"

commenced about

built a large stone

mansion

Fort Johnson." Col. Daniel Claus and Guy
Village.' This building was fortified and named
Johnson, sons-in-law to Sir William, occupied fine mansions respectively 1 and 2 mi. below Fort
Johnson,^ previous to the Revolution. The first settlers at Amsterdam Village were Albert Veeder,
E. E.
1792.^

De GraiF, Nicholas Wilcox, and Wm. Kline. The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed in
The first settled minister was Rev. Conrad Ten Ejck, in 1799. There had been preaching

town

in

at a

much

earlier period.

CAIVAJOHARIE'— was formed as a district March 24, 1772, and as a town March 7, 1788.
Cherry Valley was taken off in 1791, Minden in 1798, a part of Root in 1823, and of Minden in 1849.
The surface consists of the intervale of CanajoIt lies on the s. border of the co., w. of the center.
The soil is a
harie or Bowmans Creek,^ and undulating uplands 200 to 600 feet above the valley.
gravelly loam, derived from the disintegration of the underlying slate, in some places intermixed
with clay. The cultivation of hops receives some attention. A small woolen factory is located
Bowmans Creek. Canajoliarie, (p. v.,) incorp. April 30, 1829, contains 5 churches, the
Canajoharie Academy, and 2 banks; pop. 1500. Abridge crosses the Mohawk at this place, connecting it with the village and e. r. station of Palatine Bridge. Ames,' (p. v.,) in the s. part of the
on

town, contains an academy and 204 inhabitants, and

Buel,^"

(P-'^-O in the

s.

w. part, 25 houses.

and Marsliville are hamlets. The first settlement in
town was commenced in early colonial times; but the precise date is not known." During the
Revolution the people warmly espoused the American cause, and were afterward among the greatest

Sprout Brook,

(p. o.,)

Mapleton,

Mohawk Valley .^^ Gen. Clinton, while marching to join Sullivan in 1779, made this
place his headquarters for some weeks.^' In Aug. 1780, Brant made an incursion into the valley
and destroyed nearly the whole settlement.^* During the war several other incursions were made

sufferers in the

;

and the people were often driven to the utmost extremity. Several small forts were built in the
town, which afforded some protection to the people.^^ In 1795, Archibald and James Kane estal>
lished themselves as merchants at this place, and commenced a business which soon grew to be one

"
of the largest in the interior of the State.'^ In 1823, the Central Asylum for the Instruction of the
Deaf and Dumb" was located near Buel, in this town but in 1836 it was united with the one pre;

viously established in New York City."
in 1796-97, by Rev. George EUiott.^^

The

first

church (Free

WUl

Bap.) was organized at Ames,

CHARL.ESTOJV—was
were taken

Mohawk.

the
1

2

off in 1823.

It lies

formed from Mohawk, March 12, 1793.'' Glen and a part of Root
most southerly town in the co., and the only one not bordering upon
upon the high plateau region immediately w. of Schoharie Creek and the
It is the

;

Named from David Crane, who settled here in 1S04.
So named because tlie Indian tribes were wont to assemble

here.
3

A

Remington suspension bridge built here some years since
fell of its own weight before it was finished.
* This edifice was
richly ornamented with carvings of oak and
mahogany and at the time of its erection it was one of the finest
mansions in the colony. It is still standing, and is the property
of Ethan Aikens, Esq.
Sir William lived here for many
years, surrounded by numerous dependents, and was frequently
visited by great numbers of Indians, by whom he was highly
esteemed. He built a mill upon the Kayaderosseras, near his
;

mansion.
6 The former of these was
burned, and

10
11

Named in honor of Jesse Buel, of Albany.
An Indian school was taught at Canajoharie,

in 1764, by
Philip Jonathan.
12 At the battle of
Oriskany many of the prominent citizens
of this place were killed. Among them were Col. Cox, Lieut. Col.

Hunt, Maj. Van Slyck, Capt. Henry Devendorf, Robert Crouse,
Jacob Bowman, Andrew Dillenback, Capt. Jacob Leeber, Charles
Fox, and Lieut. Wm. Leeber.
1* While Gen. Clinton was at this
place, Henry Hare and Wm.
Newbury, two notorious tories, were arrested and executed as
i'hey had formerly been citizens of the town. A deserter
spies,

named
i<

Titus was also shot here.
See page 410.

W A fort was built here at an early period as one of the chilin of
now occupied
by the hotel of Chas. Chase. The latter, known as " Guy Park," fortifications to Oswego. It was 100 feet square, 15 ft. Iiigh, with
is still standing, between the R. r. and river, 1 mi. w. of Ambastions at the angles, and was armed with several small cannon.
sterdam. It is now owned by Jas. Stewart. A tract 1 mi. In 1781 the house of Philip Van Alstyue was palisaded, and
It is still standing. Fort Ehle
square was originally attached to each of these residences, but named Fort Van Rensselaer.
the whole was confiscated and sold with the estates of the tories. stood Imi. E. of Canajoharie. An Indian burial ground occupied
« This hurch became Presb. in 1S03. There are
now 8 churches the hillside just w. of the village, and several skeletons have
its site is

(

town

in

:

2 Presb., 2

M. E.,

Evang. Luth.

Bap., Ref. Prot. D., Prot. E.,

"

and

Canajoxharie" in the act of incorporation. Indian name, Ga"a
na-ji>hi-e, said to signify a
kettle-shaped hole in the rock," or
" the
pot that washes itself," and refers to a deep hole worn in
the rock at the falls on the creek 1 mi. from its mouth.
* It is said that the Indian name of this stream is "
Te-lo-hara-wa." The falls on this creek, about 1 mi. from its mouth, are
to
scientific
men
for
the
different
Interesting
geological formations there exposed and the holes of various sizes worn in the
7

rocks.
* Named in honor of Fisher

Ames.

been found, in a sitting posture, facing the E.
16 In 1799 their
purchases of potash and wheat amounted to
$120,000.
1' This
asylum was established mainly through the instrumentality of Robt. Bowman, of this town, and its course of instruction was modeled after that at Hartford, Conn. I'rof 0. W.

Morris,
18

Evang.
19

now

New York Asylum, was

its last principal.
11 churches; 3 M. E., 2 Ref. Prot. D., 2
and Union.
True
Dutch,
W.
F.
Luth., Presb.,
Bap.,
an act bearing this date, tlie old town of Mohawk was

of the

The census reports

By

abolished, and its territory was erected into Florida and Charleston. The present town of Mohawk is of much more recent origin.
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in steep declivities to
greater part of the surface is an undulating upland. On iLe e. it descends
the valley of the creek, which is here a narrow ravine. Its streams are small. The soil is gene-

loam intermixed with clay, and is particularly adapted to spring grains and dairying. The
town has a limited amount of manufactures, consisting principally of sash and blinds, woolen
goods, and flour. Burtonsville,* (P-'^-.) on Schoharie Creek, in the s. e. corner of the town,
contains 32 houses; Cliarleston Four Corners, (p. v.,) in the s. w. corner, 30; and
Cliarleston, (p. v.,) near the n. border, 20. CarytOMn and Oak Ridge are hamlets.
A portion of this town was included in the patent of 25,400 acres granted to Wm. Corry in 1737;
and others were portions of the " Stone Heap Patent," granted to John Bowen and others in 1770,
and Thomas Machin's Patent of 1787. The first settlements were probably made previous to the
Kevolution.^ The census reports 5 churches in town.*
rally

FLORIDA—was
lying

upland, 600

formed from Mohawk, March 12, 1793.

Mohawk, and

of the

s.

ft.

e.

It embraces that part of the co.
greater part of the surface is a rolling
w. part, is the highest laud in the co. The

The

of Schoharie Creek.

above the valley. Bean Hill, in the s.
upon the streams are usually steep.

declivities bordering

The two

principal streams within its

borders are Chuctenunda and Cowilliga* Creeks. The soil and productions are similar to those
Several sulphur springs are found in town, the most noted of which is near
of neighboring towns.
Scotch Bush. The Erie Canal crosses the Schoharie Creek between this town and Glen, on a
Broomcorn is one of the principal agricultural products, and brooms are extencostly aqueduct.

Port Jackson

Amster(p. v.) is a canal village on the Mohawk, opposite
sively manufactured.
dam. Pop. 369. MinavIIle, (p. v.,) on Chuctenunda Creek, near the center, contains 95 inhabitants.
Hunter,^ (p-o-,) at the mouth of Schoharie Creek, and Scotcli
(p.o.,)

Fort

Busb,

Mohawk

mouth of
The first white settlement in this co. is supposed
Fort Hunter* was built here by the whites in 1711. Queen
to have been made in this town.
Anne's Chapel was soon after erected, and was furnished with a valuable set of communion
plate by Queen Anne.' The fort was garrisoned until after the French War, when it was abandoned. During the Revolution the chapel was inclosed with palisades, and converted into a strong

One of the 3
border, are hamlets.
Schoharie Creek at the first advent of the whites.

near the

s.

was

castles

situated at the

by cannon. In Oct. 1780, several houses were burned on the opposite side of the
creek by the forces under Sir John Johnson, but the fort was not molested. Before the close of the
war several newly arrived German emigrants settled in town, and they were followed soon after by
Scotch and Irish families.* The first preacher after the war was Rev. Thos. Romeyn, (Ref. Prot. D.,)

fortress defended

in 1784.

The census

GLiEItf ^^

reports 5 churches in town.^

—was formed from Charleston, April

junction of Schoharie Creek and the

Mohawk.

10, 1823.

It lies in the

s.

w. angle formed by the
uplands about 600

Its surface consists principally of

by abrupt declivities to the narrow intervales along the streams. The princia branch of the Schopal streams are Auries" Creek, a tributary of the Mohawk, and Irish Creek,
The soil is generally a clayey loam. One mi. e. of Voorheesville is a chalybeate spring."
harie.^^
feet high, descending

on the Mohawk and the Erie Canal. Pop. 850. Voorheesnear the center of the town, contains 40 houses, and Auriesville, (p. v.,) a
canal village near the mouth of Auries Creek, 170 inhabitants. The land bordering upon the rivei
was granted in 10 patents to difierent persons in 1722 to 1726, and the greater part of the remaindei
Peter Quackenboss settled on Scott's Patent, near Auries Creek.
to James De Lancey in 1737.

Fultonville^*

Tille, (Glen

1

Buckwheat

manufactured

(P-v.) is situated

p. v.,)

flour' for the
at this place.

New York market

is

extensively

Robt. Winchell, Nathan Tracy, Aden Brownley, and Joseph
Burnhap settled near Kimballs Corners, Abia Beaman near
Charleston P. 0.,
Henry Mapes, Abner Throop, and David and
Nathan Kimball at Charleston. Thomas Machin, Capt. John
John
Eddy, and Ezekiel Tracy were also early settlers.
Stanton,
3
Bap., M. E., Ref. Prot. D., Christian, and Union.
" WiUotD."
* Said to
signify
6 The Indian name for this
place was T-can-de-ro-fra, or Te-on" two streams
coming together." The first Indiap castle,
da-lo-ga,
which stood near this place, was called" Os-sev-ne-wm," or" Orir
N. Y. Colmial Hist.
e-on-grm-re."
* The contracts to build this
fort, and one at Oswego, were
taken Oct. 11, 1711, by Garret Symouce, Barent and Hendrick
Vroman, John Wemp, and Arent Van Patten, of Schenectady.
The walls of the first were 150 feet square and 12 feet high, and
were formed of logs pinned together. It was afterward enlarged
and strengthened.
"
1 This
chapel was for a long time under the charge of the Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts," and a mishere.
The
and
Indian
school
were
(ioaary
supported
chapel was
2

—

demolished in 1820 to make room for the canal. The parsonage,
still standing, is probably the oldest building w. of Schenec
tady. It was sold a few years since for $1500, and the proceeds
were divided between the Prot, E. churches at Port Jackson and
Johnstown.
8 Wm. Bent
kept the first store at Port Jackson. The first
bridge of any importance over Schoharie Creek was built in
1796, by Maj. Isaiah De Puy. The route s. of the Mohawk was
the one principally traveled for a great number of years. An
Indian school was taught at Fort Hunter in 1769.
»

2 Ref. Prot. D..

M.

E., Asso. Presb.,

and R.

C.

S. Glen, a prominent citizen of the town
Auries Creek is the Dutch for"Adrian8 Creek."It was named
from an Indian in the vicinity. The Indian name was Ogh-rack-ie.
12
Upon Schoharie Creek, about 2 mi. above its mouth, is a high
bank formed by a landslide, and called by the Indians Co-daugh"
"
ri-ty, signifying steep bank," or
perpendicular wall." Simm^g

1*

U

Named from Jacob

—

Hist. Schoharie.

" In early days fruitless attempts were here made to obtain iron.

11 Named in honor of Robert Fulton.
The village site wa»
known as " Van Ept Swamp" during the Revolution.—^»'m»>»'l

Hist. Schoharie,
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it was secured, and was probably the first white inhabitant of the town.
About 1740,
16 Irish families, under the patronage of Sir Wm. Johnson, settled on Corry's Patent, a few mi. s.w.
After making considerable improvements, they abandoned their location and
of -Fort Hunter.
returned to Ireland in consequence of threatened Indian disturbances.^ The first church (Ref.

soon after

Prot. D.)
scene of

was formed

at

Glen

;

Rev. Henry V. Wyckofi" was the
connected with the war.

interesting incidents
of victims at the battle of Oriskany,

many

first pastor.^

This town was

-the

It furnished its full
proportion
equal share in the losses and sufferings

and sustained an
from Indian incursions.' The last council within the co. previous to the Revolution was held
between the Indians and Americans Oct. 13, 1775, on the farm now owned by John S. Quackenboss, on the Mohawk Flats, 2 mi. e. of Fultouville.

MIIVDEW—was formed
off in 1817.

It lies

upon the

from Canajoharie, March
s.

bank of the Mohawk,

Danube (Herkimer co) was taken
2, 1798.
in the extreme w. part of the co. Its surface

The
principally an undulating upland, with steep declivities bordering upon the streams.
principal streams are the Otsquaga* and its tributary the Otsquene.
Prospect Hill, called by the
Indians " Ta-ra-jo-rhies,"^ lies upon the Otsquaga opposite Fort Plain. The soil is a fine quality
is

of gravelly

and clayey loam, and

is

particularly adapted to grazing.*

Fort Plain,

(p. v.,)

upon the Mohawk, in the e. part of the town. It contains an
academy,' bank, printing ofiice, and 4 churches. Pop. 1502.
Mindcifiville, (p. v.,) on the
Mohawk, in the w. part of the town, contains 30 houses, and Fordsborous^Ii, (Mindenp.o.,)
on the w. border, 25. Uallsville,^ (p-o.,) Freysbusli,^ (p-o.,) and Ilcssville, are hamlets.
In this town are found the remains of one of those ancient fortifications which are so common in
Central and Western New York and throughout the Western States, showing that the co. was
inhabited long prior to the advent of the Indians.^" During the French War, Fort Plain was
erected on the summit of the hill, half a mi. n. w. of the village." During the Revolution, several
other forts were built to protect the people from the sudden attacks of the Indians.^^ The first
The early settlers were Germans, among
settlements in this town were among the first in the co.
whom were the Devendorf, AVaggoner, and Gros families, Andrew Keller, and Henry H. Smith.^"
John Abeel, an Indian trader, settled here in 1748.^* In common with the other valley towns,
these settlements were ravaged by Brant and Johnson in 1780. At the time of Brant's incursion
the men were mostly absent, and the women were shut up in the forts for safety.
Upon the
incorp. April 5, 1832, is situated

1

A

John

8on of the first settler married Annie, daughter of Capt.
Scott, the patentee, and settled on the site of the present

poorhouse. Their son John, born about 1725, was the first
white child born on the s. side of the Mohawk, between Fort
Ilumer and German Flats. Cornelius Putnam settled at Cadaughrity, Richard Iloffl mi. w. of Glen. NicholasGardinier and
John Van Eps on the Mohawk, and Charles Van Eps at Fultonville.
Near the house of the Van Eps a small blockhouse was
erected toward the close of the Kevolution. Jno. Hazard taught
the first school, at rtie house of J.S.Quackenboss; Wni.Quackenboss kept the first inn at Auriesville, in 1797, and John Starin
one still earlier at the present village of Fultonville. Jer. Smith
opened the first store in Glen, in 1797. A. D. Quackeuboss kept
a store on the Mohawk, E. of Fultonville. Peterand 8imon Mabie
built the first sawmill and carding machine, in 1797, and Peter
Quackenboss a gristmill, on Aurics Creek, soon after.
2 The census
reports 4 churches in town; 2 Ref. Prot. D., M.E.,
True Dutch.
8 In the fall of 1779
George Cuck, a noted tory, who h.ad often
led scalping parties of Indians to the homes of his old neighbors, was seen lurking about, and at one time was fired upon
and narrowly escaped. It was supposed that he had returned
to Canada; but toward spring it became known that he was concealed at the house of John Van Zuyler, a kinsman and brother
tory. A party surrounded the house, dragged Cuck from his
hiding place and shot him, and arrested Van Zuvler and sent
him prisoner to Albany. In the fall of 17S0 the" whole settlement was ravaged, and many of the people were murdered. One
day Isaac Quackenboss, while out bunting, discovered three hoslie fired, and killed two, and.
tile Indians sitting upon a log.
mortally wounded the third.
* Mohawk, Osquago, signifying "under the
bridge."
" Hill of
•'
8 Said to
Health," or Fort on a hill."
signify
• The
dairy products of this town are greater than those of any
other in the co. Hops are al.so largely cultivated.
7 The " Fort Plain
Seminary and Female Collegiate Institute"
fs
The
supported by the patronage of all denominations.
academic building is a fine structure, situated upon a commanding eminence overlooking the village and valley.
8 Named from Capt. Robert Hall.
9 Named from John
Fiey, a lawyer and leading patriot who
resided here during the Revolution.
1" These mounds and ruins are the most easterly of
any of the
kind j'et discovered. They are situated 4 mi. s. of Fort Plain, on
CO.

a tongue of land formed by the valleys of Otsquaga Creek and
one of its tributaries. This tongue is 100 ft. above the streams,
and the declivities are almost piecipitous. Across the tongue, at
its narrowest part, is a curved line of breastworks 240 ft. in
length, inclosing an area of about 7 acres. A gigantic pine, 6 ft.
in diameter, stands upon one end of the embankment, showing
that the work must have been of great antiquity. Smithsonian

—

Contributions, Vol.11. Art. 6.
n This fort was built liy aFrench engineer for the Government,
and was the finest fortification in the valley. It was octagonal,
3 stories high, each story projecting beyond the one below. In
the lower story was a cannon, which was fired in cases of alarm
to notify the people of danger.
12 Fort Plank was situated about 2 mi. N. w. of Fort
Plain, on
the farm now occupied by C. House. Fort Clyde was situated 2
mi. s. w. of Fort Plain, near the residence of Peter Devendorf, at
Freysbush. Fort Willett was w. of Fort Plank.
18
Henry Hayse, a German, taught the first school ; Isaac
Countryman built the first gristmill, soon after the war, and
Isaac Paris kept the first store, about the same time. A large
stone dwelling was erected here for the sons of Gov. Clark in
1738, but was soon abandoned. It obtained the reputation of
being haunted, and was given away, 50 years ago, on condition
that it should be demolished.
l* In his
previous intercourse with the Indians, Abeel had
married the d.aughter of a Seneca chief, after the Indian
A child of this marriage was the famous chief Corn«
fashion.
planter. Abeel subsequently married a white woman, and at the
commencement of the war was living upon his farm. During
the incursion of Oct. 1780, Abeel was taken prisoner by a party
of Indians, and, while momentarily expecting death, Cornhis safety.
pl.anter addres.^ed him as father and assured him of
He was given his choice either to accompany the Indians under
the protection of his son, or to return to his white family. He
chose the latter; and after the warCornplanter visited him, and
was received by his Fort Plain relatives with the civilities due
his rank and manly bearing. The chief died at his residence in
Stone, in his Life of Brant, says that
Penn., March 7, 1836.
Cornplanter was more than 100 years old at the time of hia
death. Mr. Webster, of Fort Plain, a descendent of John Abeel,
states that Abeel did not make his appearance in the Indian
country until 1748, and that Cornplanter was born about 1750.
This would make his age about 30 when he accompanied the ex.
pedition that took his father prisoner, and but 86 when he died.
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approach of the enemy the women showed themselves dressed in men's clothes, and the Indians
thereupon kept at a respectful distance. The first church (lief. Prot D.) was organized at Fort
The census reports 9 churches in town.^
Plain, long before the war.

MOHATVK.—was
hawk Kiver and near
rises

from the iiver

formed from Johnstown, April

4, 1837.*

to the n. line,

where

it

The

It lies

upon the

n.

bank of Mo-

uneven, and gradually
attains an elevation of about 400 ft. above the valley.

the center of the n. border of the co.

surface

Its principal streams are

Cayadutta and Da-de-nos-ca-ra' Creeks.

quality of gravelly loam.
Besides the co. buildings,

Fonda,^

(P-''^->)

is

The

pleasantly situated upon the

soil is

generally a gooA
is the co. seat

Mohawk,

contains 2 churches, a bank, printing offices, and several manufactories
The
(p-v.,) on the border of Amsterdam, contains 327 inhabitants.
"
site of the present village of Fonda was called
Cattghnawaga"^ by the Indians, and was one of the
It was the scene of some of the earliest labor^ of the French
favorite resorts of the Mohawks.
it

Tribes Hill,

Pop. 687.

among the Five Nations, two of whom lost their lives here in 164G. The names of the first
Nicholas Hansen^ settled at Tribes Hill before 1725, and
actual white settlers are not known.

Jesuits

of Fonda, Vanderworker, Doxtader, and Fisher, at an early day.'' Among the
John Butler and his son Walter N.,
afterward attained an infamous notoriety for their inhuman atrocities and for the vindictive

others,

by the names

other residents of the town before the Revolution were Col.

who

hate which they seemed to cherish against their old whig neighbors.^ The principal weight of the
incursion of Sir John in May, 1780, fell upon the two settlements of Tribes Hill and Caughnawaga.^

In the autumn of the same year the second incursion of Sir John swept over the tovm, destroying
stone church (Ref. Prot. D.) erected in
the greater part of the property that escaped the first.
1763 is still standing.^" Rev. Thos. Romeyn was the first pastor. In 1795 he was succeeded by

A

Rev.

Abraham Van Home." The

census reports 3 churches in town

3 Evan. Lnth., 3 M. E., Ref. Prot. D., 2 Univ.
Care should be taken not to confound this town with one of
the same name s. of the river, abolished in 1793. See Note 1 to
Charleston.
" trees
8
having excrescences."
Signifying
* Named from Douw
Fonda, who removed from Schenectady
and settled here in 1751. At the time of the Revolution he was
living on the flats, between the present turnpike and the river,
a few rods E. of the road leading to the bridge, at which place he
was murdered by the Indians under Sir John, May 22, 1780. At
the time of his death he was 84 years old. In former years he
had greatly befriended the Johnson family; but the ruthless
savages led by Sir John spared neither friend nor foe. His three
sons, John, Jellis. and Adam, were stanch whig.s, residing in
the neighborhood. Indian name, Ga-na-wa-da, "on the rapids."
"
6
Meaning stone in the water," or at the rapids."
6 Patents of 1000 acres each, on the
Mohawk, were granted to
Nicholas Hansen and his brother Hendrik July 12,1713.
I The first birth N. of the river, of which there is
any record,
was that of Henry Hansen.
Collins taught a school in
177-1. Jellis (Giles) Fonda is said to have been the first merchant
w. of Schenectady. He carried on an extensive trade with the
native tribes, and with the whites at Forts Schuyler and Stanwix and the forts at Oswego, Niagara, and Schlosser. His .s<ales
1

*

'.•

consisted chiefly of blankets, trinkets, ammunition, and rum,
and bis purchases of peltries, ginseng, and potash. At one time
before the Revolution his ledger showed an indebtedness of over

$10,000 in the Indian country. John Chaley was an early settler
at Tribes Hill. He was in the war, and found his own brother
arrayed against him.
8 Alexander
White, Colonial Sheriff of Tryon co., resided on
the present site of the courthouse. He was a zealous tory, and
was obliged to flee to Canada. He was succeeded by John Frey,
appointed by the Provincial Congress.
9 The detachment
against Tribes Hill was led by Henry and
Wm. Bowen, who had lived in the vicinity. Passing the tory
settlement of- Albany Bush (in Johnstown) without molestation, they proceeded to the home of Gerret Putnam, a stanch
whig at Tribes Hill, and there by mistake murdered two tories,
who had hired the place a short time before. From this place
they went up the river, plundering the houses and murdering
their old friends and neighbors. Every building was burned
except the church and parsonage, and several slaves and white
male prisoners were carried to Canada. The women were not
particularly molested on this occasion. At the house of Col.
Fred. Fisher they were warmly received by the Col.'s family,
consisting of himself his mother, and his two brothers John
and Harmon. The Col.'s wife and children had been sent to
Schenectady for safety and his two sisters and an old negro, on
the first alarm, fled to the woods and escaped. The ln<lians
made a desperate attack upon the house, and a constant tiring
was kept up by the inmates until their ammunition was exhausted. They then all retreated to the chamber except John,
who stood in the stairway and defended it with a hatchet until
he had killed 7 Indians. He then retreated above, and, slipping
upon some peas whioh lay upon the floor, ho fell, and was dispatched with a tomahawt. Harmon jumped out of the window
:

;

Ref. Prot. D., True D.,

M.

E.

to put out the fire that had been applied to tho roof, and while
standing on the fence he was shot, and fell across the fence dead.

The mother was knocked down with the breech of a gun and
left for dead.
The Col. was also knocked down by a tomahawk,
dragged down stairs by his hair, and thrown upon the ground,
when an Indian jumped upon his back, drew a knife across his
throat, as was supposed, cutting it from ear to ear, then, cutting
round the

scalp, seized it by his teeth and tore it from his head,
finally gave him a blow in the shoulder with his hatchet
fled.
The Col. liad not lost his senses through all this
mangling, and his throat, being protected by a leather belt worn
inside of his cravat, was only slightly wounded. As soon as the

and
and

Indians disappeared, he arose, went up stairs and brought down
his mother, placed her in a chair and leaned her up against the
fence; returned, and brought down the body of his brother
John and laid it on the grass ; then, becoming exhausted from
loss of blood and the effect of the scalping, he lay down jpon an
old rug that lay out of doors, as he supposed, to die. The old

—

and found the house burned
down and tlie dead and wounded as described. By si^ns the
Col. made known to the negro that he wanted water, who immediately brought it from the creek near by and gave it to him to
drink, and also bathed his head, which restored his sjieech. A
tory named Clement passing by, the negro asked what he should
do: the reply, given in German, was, "Let the d d rebel die."
According to the directions of the Col., the negro caught the
colts, which had never been broken, harnessed them to the
wagon, and took him to the house of Putnam, at Tribes Hill.
From there he, together with his mother, sisters, and the bodies
of his brothers, was conveyed across the river to Wemples, and
thence in a canoe to Schenectady, where they arrived about sundown, and he had his wounds dressed for the first time. After
five years' suffering, he nearly recovered from the effects of his
wounds. He built a new house on the site of the old one, and
lived 29 years after he was wounded,
for several years holding
the office of First Judge of the co. His mother also recovered
from her wounds, and lived with him. After the war the Indian who scalped him returned to the settlements, and stopped
at a tavern kept by a tory at Tribes Hill. The wife of the landlord, who was a whig, sent word immediately to the house of
Col. Fisher that the Indi.an was there and would soon call at
his house. The family, knowing that the Col. had sworn revenge, and wishing to prevent any more bloodshed, kept the
news from him. As they were all in the front room, about the
time the Indian was expected they overset a pot of Ij'e upon the
hearth, and persuaded the Col. to go into the back room and lie
down until they cleaned it up. While the Col. was gone, the
Indian came to the door, where he was met by the old lady, who
addressed him in the Indian tongue, told him her son's intentions, and pointed to a gim which was always kept loaded in
readiness for him. The Indian listened, gave a grunt, and ran
away with all speed.
1" In 1845 it was fitted
up as an academy but the school wan
soon after discontinued.
11 He died in
1840, at an advanced age. During his ministry
he married 1500 couples. Simms's Schoharie.
negro and

girls soon returned,

—

—

;

—
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PALiATISJE —was

by the name of ''Stone Arabia," March 24, 1772 its
was formed as a town March 7, 1778, embracing all the terriFalls and The Noses," and extending from the Mohawk to Canada. Salisbury
formed as a

name was changed March
tory between

"

Little

8,

1773.

district,

:

It

in 1797, Stratford (Ful. co.) in 1805,Oppenheim (Ful. co.) in 1808, Manheim
(Herk. co.) was taken off
in 1827.
It lies on the n. bank of the Mohawk, w. of
(Herk. co.) in 1817, and Ephratah (Ful. co.)
the center of the co. Its surface is mostly an upland, 200 to 500 feet above the valley, broken by
deep, narrow ravines, and descending irregularly toward the river. The principal streams are the
Kau-a-darrauk,^ in the e. part of the town, and the Garoga, in the w. The soil is fertile, and well

adapted
houses,

Cburcb,
in 1713,

Stone Arabia,, (p. v.,) near the
Palatine Bridge, (p. v.,) on the Mohawk

(Palatine p.

by German

was within the

o.,)

on the w. border,

Palatinates,

who came

limits of this town.'

little

is

a hamlet.

opposite Canajoharie, 40.
The first settlement was

Palatine
made

in

town

The

larger part of the Stone Arabia Patent
settled near Palatine Church, and Peter "Waggoner

over in 1710.

Wm.

below, on the Mohawk, in 1715.
called Fort Paris, the ruins of which are

a

center of the town, contains about 15

to grazing."

and

Fox
The early

records of the settlement are

was

lost.*

A stockade

and another, called
Fort Keyser, 1 mi. n. The disastrous engagement resulting in the death of Col. Brown was fought
within this town, between Stone Arabia and the river.* The Ref. Prot. D. church at Stone Arabia
is one of the oldest in the valley.®
The stone church (Luth.) at Palatine Church was built in 1770.''
The census reports 3 churches in town 2 Ev. Luth., Ref. Prot. D.
still visible,

built at Stone Arabia,

;

ROOT^ —was formed from

Canajoharie and Charleston, Jan. 27, 1823. It lies upon the s. bank
of the Mohawk, near the center of the co.
The hills which border upon the river rise abruptly to
a height of 630 feet,' and from their summits the country spreads out into an undulating upland.

The high hills just below Sprakers, on opposite banks of the river, are called "The Noses." The
high ridge near the e. border is known as "Stone Ridge." The principal streams are Platte Kil,
and Lashers and Flat Creeks. Mitchells Cave,^" in the vicinity of The Noses, consists of several
apartments, with the roof hung with stalactites. The soil is a fine, gravelly loam, lieatherand Currytcwn," Sprakers Basin, (p.o.,) Flat
and Browns Holloiv, about a dozen each. Yatesville is a hamlet
on the canal. The first settlers were Jacob Devendorf, at Currytown, Rudolph Keller, David and
Fred. Lewis, and Jacob Tanner.^* The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed at Currytown,
Rev. Peter Van Buren became its pastor in 1806." The principal incursions into this town during
the war were those made in the summer and fall of 1781. The weight of the first of these, led by
the tory Doxtader, July 9, 1781, feU upon the settlements in and near Currytown.^* In Oct. of the
same year Ross and Butler passed through the town, but committed no depredations, except capturing part of a funeral procession, and taking a few prisoners at Stone Ridge.

ville (Root

Creek.,

p. 0.) contains 15 houses,

(p. o.,)

ST. JOHXSTIL.l.E'5—was formed from Oppenheim,
n. bank of the Mohawk, in the w. part of the co.

upon the

(Fulton co.,) April 18, 1838. It lies
Its surface consists of a broad river

and a broken upland gradually rising n. of it. Its streams are East Canada, Crum, Fox,
Zimmermans, Caldwell, and Mother Creeks. Upon East Canada Creek, 1^ mi. from its mouth, are
a succession of falls and rapids descending 75 feet in a distance of 80 rods. The soil is a fine
St. Jolinsville, (p. v.,) on the Mohawk, was incorp. in 1857. It
quality of gravelly loam.
contains a woolen factory, and is an important station on the Central R. R. Pop. 648.
The
first settlement at the
village was made by Jacob Zimmerman, in 1776.^* During the Revolution

intervale

Said to signify " broad."
More cheese is made in this town than in any other in the
eo. The aggregate is more than 500,000 lbs.
8 This
purchase extended along East Canada Creek, in the rear
of Hansen's and Van Sli-ke's patents.
4 The German was the
language taught in the first schools.
Robinson taught an English school in 1782, and Alexander
1
2

'

Ewing

in 17S3.

Wm. Fox

built a gristmill in 1750,
6 ggg
page 410.

which was

u Named from Wm. Curry, the patentee.
12 The first schools were German.
Glaycher taught an
English school at The Noses, in 1784. Albert Vanderworker
kept the first inn, at an early day.
15 The census
reports 3 churclies in town; Christian, M. E.,
Ref. Prot. D.
1*
Upon the alarm being given, the settlers hastened to a
picketed blockhouse near the dwelling of Henry Lewis, closely

burned in 1780.
pursued by the enemy. Every house in the village except one
6 The records of this church commence in
1739, when it had was set on fire; but the flames were extinguished by the vanbut 10 members. The present edifice was erected in 1785, and guard of Col. Willett's forces, under Capt. Robert Kean. Fredethe church was reorganized in 1790. A Luth. church built at rick, son of Jacob Devendorf, was scalped, but he recovered.
Stone Arabia in 1770 was burned in 17S0.
Jacob, jr., another son, was taken prisoner, and was scalped on
1 The subscriptions for tliis church were
mostly furnished by the retreat of the Indians. He also recovered, and lived to the
who
became
tories
and
in
Nellis
the
families,
consequence the age of 85 years. He died in 1854, one of the wealthiest farmers
church was not burned. Several shots were fired into it by the in the valley. Mary Miller, a little girl, was scalped and found
of
John
one
the
shot
under
holes being still alive, but died soon after. Several other prisoners were murSir
Johnson,
party
visible.
dered. Most of the cattle driven away were abandoned, and
8 Named in honor of Erastus Root, of Delaware co.
found their way back to the settlement.
9 As
16 Named from St. John's
surveyed by Capt. Thomas Machin.
Church, built in the village at an
10 Named from the former owner of the iarm on which the cave
early day.
u xhe first settlers of the town came in long prior to this,
|p situated.
;

MONTGOMERY COUNTY.
the house of George
" Fort Ilouse."^

of Jacob

mi. w. of Palatine Church, was stockaded and named
also stockaded.
These forts were botli at-

three

Klock, nearly

The house
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Zimmerman was

Fort Hill, situated on an eminence e. of East Creek, was erected during
War. It was repaired and used during the Revolution. The battle between the forces
of Sir John and the advanced guard of Van Rensselaer's army, under Col. Dubois, was fought at
" Klocks
The enemy forded the river, and retreated up
Field," near "Fort House," Oct. 18, 1780.
the valley during the night following. The Indians, in small parties, continued to prowl alxjut the
settlement during the war, and shot and captured several of the inhabitants.^ Clark.Sburg'Il
A church was built by George Klock in 1756
is a hamlet, containing a pitchfork manufactory.
the Rev. Mr. Rosekrantz was the first preacher, and John Henry Disland the second. The census
reports 2 churches Ref. Prot. D. and Union.
tacked, but never taken.

the French

;

;

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders,
Schools, Liv6
StocJc, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Montgomery County.
AcEES OF Land.

Population.

Vaixjation of 1858.

Schools.

•8

g

8

Names op Towns.
a

g
Amsterdam...

16,065i

Canajoharie...
Charleston....

20,.596J

21,716J
26,053
18,731J
24,156
16,517
19,5121
23,043i

Florida

Glen

Minden

Mohawk
Palatine

Root
St. Johnsville,

8,065

Total...

194,457i

I

as

3,989
3,701i
4.923

5,886^
4.442i
6.794i
3,705i
4,329i
7.372
2,677

46,7201

779,698
849,073
311,517
588,024
501,470
938,762
602,022
607,813
657,033
279,479

75,900
113,200
23,100
93,400
43,150
98,280
56,350
68,073
50,975
41,651

855,958
962,273
334,617
681,424
544,620
1,037,042
658,372
675,886
708,008
321,130

6,114,891

664,079

6,778,970

IJTE Stock.

1,969
2,054

_i_
2.043
1,968

952

947

1,632
1.542
2.401

903

1,522
1,414
2,270
1,510
1,234
1,272
841

15,787

15,021

1,567
1.291

1,476

749
612
359
644
483
754
487
464
277

500
673
385
512
656
850
560
428
519
327

4,960

6,310

2.31

1.482

14
4

1,012

3,306

121

12,028

1,566

828
1.196
1,137
1,765
1.270
1,095

677

DaCBY PB0DITCT8.

of Towns.
OS

S

'Co
Amsterdam....
Canajoharie...,

Charleston
Florida
Glen

689
901
850
1,212

986

Minden

1,074
857

Mohawk
Palatine

ij 5?

13
15
11
13
10
18
12
11

AoRicniTtrRAL Products.
Bdsh. of Obain.

Names

I

55
188
391
249
395
304
565
348
349
309
208

,

Root

865
1,036

St. Johnsville.
Total...,

960
1,779
1,411
1,694
1,199
1,691
1,381
1,525
1,549

512

|

I
1,059
1,967
1,204
1,356
1.132
3,120
1,558
2,676
1,582
1,147

2,402
2,641
4,855
2.887
3,824
2,197
3,818
1,692
4,885

460

1,399
2,007

3,894i
4,313
1.783
2,050' 10.240
2.0331 10,469
1,188

2.641

5,658
2,620! 10,648
2,457' 10,070
1,628
3,294J
811 2,647
i

8,836 13,701 16,801 29,661 18,834 63,017

but the precise date is unknown.
They were Germans, and
among them were famiUes named Hellebralt, Waters, Getman,
Van Reissen, Walrath, and Klock. A German school was
taught by Henry Hayes at an early day. The first English
school was taught by Lot Ryan, an Irishman, in 1792. Chris.
NeUis kept an inn in 1783, and a store in 1801. Jacob Zimmerman built the first gristmill, during the Revolution, and Geo.
Klock the second, in 1801.
1 Named in
compliment to Christian House, the builder.
* In the
spring of 1780 Philip Helmer deserted to the enemy.

121.000i
155,944
127.914i
213,334
181.592i
192.221i
171,619
134,371
146,218i
27,611

is
•K e
05 a,

3.497

5.490

14,207
14,367
6,509
13.676
14.749
24.923
23.194

6,405^
3,434i
3,230

14,824
11,449
7,256

4,208i
2,905i
4,937i
3,962
0,461J

1,471,826^ 44,532i' 145,154

11
gl^
16,532
11,187
18,237
23,776
15.983
15,756
21,024
10,746
18,070
4,550

"S.I
So-

91,993
140,765
114,398
125,140
105,410
187.345
173.952

117,548
120.124
34,710

1,320
184,512
16,050
4,836
13,290
465,417
13,490
494,923
79,016
265,800

154
463J
3,344

306
1,097
1.451
1,309
1,829
1,992

341

155,861 1,211,385 1,538,654 12,286}

He had previously been paying his addresses to a daughter of
Philip Bellinger, and upon a plan being formed to take the
family of the latter prisoners, he forewarned them in time to

An ambuscade was formed,
and the Indians would have been killed or captured, had it not
been for tho indiscretion of one of the party, who, upon their
"
approach, yelled out, at the top of his voice, Lord God Almighty,
friends, here they are!" The Indians fled with the loss of only

rally a party to their assistance.
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NEW YORK

COUNTY.

New Yory was incorp. by Gov. Stuyvesant in 1652,
municipal powers were confirmed and enlarged by Gov.
Dongan, April 22, 1686, and by Gov. Montgomerie, April 19, 1708.
An act was passed Oct. 14, 1732, confirming its rights and subsequent enactments were embodied in one act in the revised laws
of 1813 and in the revised statutes of 1828.
Numerous changes
The
and

city of

its

;

in the details of the

municipal government have been made from

time to time.*

The

from the beginning, has embraced Manhattan, GoverWards, and Randalls Islands,
and the lands under water to low water mark on the shores
opposite, in "Westchester, Queens, and Kings cos., and in New
It is centrally
Jersey.' Manhattan Island is 13^ mi. long, by 2h mi. wide at the broadest part.
distant 130 mi. fi-om Albany, and contains an area of 22,000 acres.* It is separated from Westr
Chester co. by a strait known as Spuyten Duyvil Creek,^ and Harlem River.
The surface of the
island was originally quite broken by ridges of gneiss and hornblendic slate, especially in the n.
and immense masses of rock and earth have been removed in grading.^ A deep valley
})ai't;
extended across the island on the line of Canal St. ;' another near Carmansville f a third at Manliattanville
and a fourth at Tubby Hook, near the n. extremity. The s. part of the island was
covered with drift and boulders, presenting conical hills, some of which were 80 ft. above the present
grade of the streets. Fresh water was readily obtained by wells sunk to the surface of the rock
and the porous nature of the soil has greatly favored the construction of deep foundations and
vaults without annoyance from water.'
Along the E. shore, from 94th St. northward, and around Harlem, the surface is very level, and
to some extent covered with salt marshes.
On the w. side, toward the n., the valleys are often
deep and the hills precipitous. The highest point, at Fort Washington, is 238 ft. above tide.
Both sides of the island afibrd ample facilities for commerce and the noble harbor embraced
within the shores of New Jersey, Staten Island, Long Island, and the city has scarcely an equal
fo.* extent,
safety, and facility of access, and for the amount of its commercial transactions.'"
The preservation of this harbor from injurious encroachments has been a subject of solicitude
CO.,

nors, Bedloes, Ellis's, Blackwells,

;

;

;

;

and investigations which these have occasioned have developed
with
I

10 The
Named from the Duke of York, afterward James II. By
named New Amsterdam," and by the Indians Creek is
'^

ManliaUanP

s
Important acts were passed in 1830, 1849, 1851, 1853, and
1857, the last mentioned embracing all the essential features of
tlie city government.
3 The
question of jurisdiction upon the river was long a subA summary of the controject of dispute with New Jersey.
versy is given in our account of the Boundaries of the State,

pp. 17, 18
*

The widest part of the

island

is

at 88th

St.,

where

it is

12,500

feet across.
5

The creek flows from Hudson

to

Harlem

Kiver, at Kings-

bridge.

White limestone of coarse quality appeared at the surface on
the E. side, between 13th and 16th Sts., and on tlie w. from 29th
The strata of gneiss are nearly vertical, often bent
to .'51st Sts.
and contorted, and in places they contain interesting minerals.
^ A
body of water known as the Collect Pond, (from Kolk. a
pit.) bordered by a marsh, extended from near Pearl to Franklin
It was 50 feet deep, and was
et. and from Elm to Orange St.
connected with the Hudson by a narrow inlet nearly on the
present line of Canal St. It was a favorite resort for skating in
winter and upon it experiments in steam navigation were made
by John Stevens in 1796-97 and '98, and by John Fitch in 1796
and '97. The Halls of Justice, known as the 'Tombs, and the " Five
Points" district, now occupy the site of the ancient pond and a
large sewer under Canal St. represents the position of the
;

;

outlet.

Known

crosses this

as the Clendening Valley.

on a magnificent

The Croton Aqueduct
and piers of solid

series of arches

masonry.
»
Its

strait known as Harlem River and Spuyten Duyvil
too shallow and crooked to be available for commerce.
Various plans have been proposed to improve it; but none have
been carried into effect. Harlem River is about SCO to 1,000 ft.
wide, and mostly bordered by narrow, marshy flats, behind
which the banks rise into hills. At Kingsbridge the bank is
ISO ft. high and nearly perpendicular. The Hudson River R. R.

and the Harlem R. R. cross these waters, and also the High
Bridge, (used only for the Croton Aqueduct and foot passengers,)
and the Harlem Bridge, at the head of 3d Avenue. The latter
was a toll bridge until the expiration of the charter in the spring
of 1858. Macomb's Bridge, formerly at the head of 7th Avenue,
was much used but it is now down. A dam was constructed
at this place for using tide water but, being found to impede
navigation, it was removed. In 1827 a co. was formed to build
a canal across the upper end of the island, and in 1836 a .similar
plan was proposed, and a canal was partly built, traces of which
may be seen on the E. side of the island, at 106th St. One of the
objects of this canal was to gain access to a marble quarry but
the stone was found to be of inferior quality, and the project
was abandoned. The capacity of the harbor of New York is
limited only by the depth of water on the bars at its entrance
near Sandy Hook. Vessels of about 23 ft. draft can pass at high
tide.
The approaches by way of Long Island Sound have no
practical limitation of this kiiid; and vessels of 60 ft. draft could
approach the upper part of the island and land on the Westchester shores adjacent without difficulty.
11 The
Colony and State have at sundry times granted to the
city lands under water adjacent to its shores, the riparian owners
being usually secured in the right of pre-emption. The principal
of these grants have been as follows
1686. All vacant lands on Manhattan Island to low water mark,
with rivulets, coves, and ponds, were secured by the
charter granted by Gov. Dongan.
;

;

6

*

interesting facts connected

its interests.^^

the Dutch
'*

many

Until IS-l? the city was entirely dependent
<if frtsh water.
See p. 4ii.

supply

upon wells

for

;

—

:

—
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Although the city forms but a single organization, it has localities known by distinct names
as villages or neighborhoods but the number of these is gradually becoming obliterated as population increases and most of them will soon be knoAvn only to the student of history.^
Of the several islands, other than Manhattan, comprised in New York City and co., those in the
;

;

harbor are owned by the General Government and occupied as military posts, and those in the
East River are chiefly owned by the city and devoted to charitable and penal institutions.''
1708.

—All vacant lands on Long Island shore, between high and
low water marks, between the Navy Yard and lied Hook,

"
[

Sapokanigan."

The N. Y.

State Prison

was formerly located

here.

Harlem (p. o.) lies between 8th Avenue and East River,
were granted.
1730. Land under water, 400 ft. wide, between junction of above 106th St. The principal business is on 3d Avenue. It
Charlton and Wsishington Sts. and Marketfield St. on has several churches, important manufactories of India rubber,
the Hudson, and from Whitehall to Houston St. on the chemicals, candles, ale, beer, carriages, and row boats, and
These grants, with the pre- several private schools.
East River, was secured.
vious ones, comprise 2095 acres.
Kings Garden, west of Broadway, between Fulton and
1807. Land under water, 400 ft. wide, extending northward Reade Sts., is now partly held by Trinity Church and leased.
from previous grant 4 mi. on the Hudson and 2 mi. on
Iilspenards Meadows" was an irregular tract on both
sides ot West Broadway from Keade to near Spring St., and along
the East River, was granted.
1826. ^The same was extended to Spnyten Duyvil Creek on the Canal St. from the Hudson to Orange St.
w. and Harlem R. on the E.
Mauliattanville, (p.o.,) on the Hudson, between 125th
and lo2d Sts., w. of 9th Avenue, contains a convent. Catholic
1821.— Land 600 ft. wide in front of the Battery was added.
1837. Land under water on the w. to 13th Avenue line was college, and manufactories of iron, paint, and refined sugar.
secured.
Strykers Bay, on the Hudson, at 96th St., is a E. R.
1852. Land under Harlem R. from such exterior line as the station.
Other
was
lies on the Hudson, one-half mi. s. of
to
the
shore,
fix,
granted.
might
corporation
extensions were authorized in 1828, 1830, 1836, 1846. Spuyten Duyvil Creek.
Turtle Bay is on the East River, 2 mi. n. of Corlaer Hook.
Assem. Doc. 8, 1856.
In 1811 the exterior line was fixed by the commissioners for Its name is a corruption of the Dutch "Deutel Bay," or Wedge
laying out the city into streets: but changes of their plan Bay.
and the extension of streets led to encroachments upon the
orkvllle, on the east side of Central Park, extends to
channel, requiring remedial measures. An act was accordingly the East liiver, from 7yth to 90th Sts.
- Governors
in
5
commissioners
Island was formerly called "Mitten
March
pursuance
30, 1855, appointing
passed,
of advice of a Senate committee of the year previous, and these Island," and by the Indians -'Pag-gauck." It lies 1,066 yards
of
the
several
officers
s.
E.
from
themselves
the
with
Battery, and contains 72 acres. It is separated
persons, associating
Oeneral Government, proceeded to examine the subject. The from Long Island by Buttermilk Channel, formerly shallow,
harbor and shores were surveyed and sounded, the effects of but now of sufficient depth for the largest ships. This island
tides and currents examined, maps constructed, and lines for was bought by Gov. Van Twiller, and has always been reserved
the limitation of piers and bulkheads recommended, and mostly for public defense. Quarantine was located here from 1794 to
confirmed by law, April 7, 1857. These surveys were performed 1797. In the settlement of accounts with the U. S., New York
undertook to erect fortifications here as payment for her proIjy 10 parties of about 200 persons from the U.S. Coast Survey,
at a cost of $85,000. The reports of the commission embrace a portion of the expenses of the Revolution. Jurisdiction was
large amount of statistical and historical information. Assent. ceded to the U. S. Feb. 16, 1800, with Fort Jay, then partially
erected. By the authority of an act passed March 26, 1794,
Doc. 8, 1866; Sen. Doc. 40, 126, 1857.
The first dock was built frcm Broad to Dock St., on the East £30,000 were expended by the State in fortifications, under the
River. There are now 66 piers on the w. and 78 on the E. side supervision of Geo. Clinton, Matthew Clarkson, James Watson,
of the city. A part of these are built and owned by the corpora- Richard Varick, Nicholas Fish, Ebenezer Stevens, and Abijah
Hammond. A further sum of £20,000 was granted April 6,
tion, others by individuals or companies, and others jointly by
the city and individuals. Of the last class the city pays one-third 1795, to complete the works on this and " Oyater" (now Ellis)
the cost of building and receives one-half of the revenues. The Islands.
Castle William (named from Gen. Williams of the
city owns 39 piers and 7 half-piers on the Hudson, and 31 piers N. Y. Militia) is a round lower on the w. shore of the island, 600
and 20 half-piers on the East River, the former valued at feet in circumference and 60 feet high, mounting 80 casemate
$1,428,500, and the latter at $1,829,000. They are under the and 40 barbette guns. The land side is open, and a covered
care of the Street Department.
way leads to the works in the center of the island. Fort CoThe wants of commerce led to the erection of a lighthouse on lumbus is a star-shaped work of 5 points on the summit of the
Sandy Hook, at the expense of the colony of New York, in 1762. island, mounting 105 guns and South Battery, fronting Butwhich was supported by special duties upon commerce until termilk Channel, has 13 guns. These works from 1830 to 1858
ceded to the U. S. Feb. 3, 1790. The commissioners for its erec- cost $285,897 and they are adapted to a garrison of 800 men.
tion were John Cruger, Philip Livingston, Leonard Lispenard, The island is used as a receiving station for newly enlisted
and Wm. Bayard. It was btirned in 1776. Within the Hook are troops, and a school for instructing boys in music. About 60
lights at Princes Bay, Fort Tompkins, Robins Reef, and White- lads of 14 years and upward are usually under instruction
hall Landing, and numerous buoys to mark the channels.
upon the drum, bugle, and other instruments.
The tide enters at Sandy Hook at 7h. 29m. past the moon's
Bedloes Island, 2.9.50 yards s. w. from the Battery, was
southing, and rises at Governors Island from 2.2 to 6.1 ft., the named from Isaac Bedloe, the patentee under Gov. Nicoll. It
mean rise being 4.3 ft. The harbor was frozen over in 17S0, and was known for some years as ^^ Kennedys Island." It was
again in 1820. On the former occasion persons passed on the ceded to the U. S. in 1800, having been previously used for
It sometimes happens that the Hudson
ice to Staten Island.
quarantine purposes. It is now occupied by Fort Wood, erected
and East Rivers will be closed for a few hours in intensely cold in 1841 at a cost of $213,000, on the site of a fort built about
seasons, and people have on these occasions rashly attempted to the beginning of the century. It mounts 77 guns, and accomcross but the occurrence is not common.
modates a garrison of 350 men. During several months in
1 The
ls-t9 it was used by the Commissioners of Emigration as a
following is a list of the principal of these localities:
Bloomingdale, on Broadway, between 100th and 110th hospital.
Ellis Island, formerly known as " Oyster," " BucJang,"
Sts., 7 mi. from the City Hall, presents a very neat appearance,
and consists mostly of suburban dwellings. It is the seat of an and '• Gibbet" Island, lies 2,050 yards s.w. of the Battery, and
orphan and a lunatic asylum, the latter forming a branch of is occupied by Fort Gibson, a work built in 1841-44, at a cost of
the N. Y. Hospital. It was ciUed by the Dutch " Bloetnend $5,096, mounting 15 guns and requiring a garrison of 80 men
The pirate Gibbs and 3 associates were hung here April 22,
i>a?, "—Flow.M-y Valley.
Carmaiisvllle, on 10th Av. above 155th St., named from 1831.
families named Carman, former owners of the adjoining lands,
Black-fvells Island is a long, narrow island in the
is chiefly made up of country seats.
East River, extending from 51st to SSth Sts., and containing
Coriaers Hook; at the angle in the East River near 120 acres. It was named from the Blackwell family, who
Grand St.. named from Arent Van Corlaer, was called by the owned it for a hundred years or more. It is now owned by the
Indians "Nechtank."
city corporation, and is the seat of various penal and charitable
lies on the Hudson, between Duane and
Dominies
institutions. This island was formerly called " Manning Island,"
Canal Sts., embracing 62 acres. It was acquired by ground brief from Capt. John Manning: and bythe Indians it was named
from Stuyvesant July 4, 1664, and was afterward granted to the "Minnahanock." It was patented to Gov. Van Twiller, and
En.'lish Church.
continued private property until 1828, when it Wiis sold by
Fort AVasliiiigton, (Washington Heights p. o.,) a short James Blackwell to the city for $30,000. In 1843 the city paid
distance above ('armansville, is an elevated site, once fortified, $20 000 more to perfect the title.
and now occupied by fine dwellings. The Deaf and Dumb AsyIsland, named from Jasper and Bartholomew
lum is located near this place.
Ward, former proprietors, extends along the East River, oppo
Green'wricK, now merged in the city, was 3 mi. above the site New York, from lOlst St." to 115th St., and " contains 200
Great Barcut" or Great Bam"
City Hall, on the Hudson. It was named by Capt., afterward acres. It was formei ly culled
The Indian name was Island, and by the Indians was named " Ten-ken-as." It wm
Bii Peter, Warren, who owned it.
j

—

—

—

—
—

•

Tubby Hook

Y

—

—

;

;

—

;

—

Hook

Wards
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22 Wards, which are again subdivided into 149 Election Districts, and
city is divided into
civil divisions as the election of State, city and co. officers, the administration of justice, and the regulation of municipal ordinances require.^
York co. is composed of 12 persons, who are so
Supervisors in

TLe

such other

New

The Board of

2 are elected or appointed annually. A ballot can have but one name ; and it is
the duty of the canvassers to declare that the two persons having the highest number of votes are
Their general powers and duties which chiefly concern taxes and assessment are the
elected.*

classified that

—

same

—

as those of Supervisors in other cos.

Tlie liCgislative Poorer

—

of the city

government

is

vested in the

Common

Council, con-

a board of 17 Aldermen and a board of 24 Councilmen.^ The
sisting of 2 co-ordinate branches,
former are elected by single districts for 2 years, and the latter are elected annually, 6 to each
Senatorial district.* Ordinances must be passed by both bodies the same year, and receive the
assent of the Mayor, to become valid.
The regular sessions of the Board of Councilmen

commence at 5 o'clock p. m. on the first Monday in each month, and continue on each Monday and Tuesday until the business of the month
is concluded.
Each house elects a presiding officer, clerk, and other officers; and the journals of
each are published.

The Executive POTver
partments,
Inspector,

is vested in a Mayor,* elected for 2 years, and in 7 Executive Dethose of Police, Finance, Streets, Croton Aqueduct, Almshouse, Law, and City
most of which are subdivided into bureaus, each having specific duties to perform.

viz.,

—

The Mayor is charged with the general administration of the city, nominates for the approval of
the Aldermen certain officers, and may suspend or remove officers within limits fixed by statute.
He communicates annually and from time to time to the Common Council such messages as he
deems proper.
The Police Department has general charge of police regulation in New York City,
By act of April 15, 1857, it was placed under the
Kings, Richmond, and Westchester cos.
Commissioners of the Metropolitan Police District,* of whom the Mayors of New York and
Brooklyn are ex

officio

members.

bought by Van Twiller in 1637, confiscated in 1664, and granted
to Thos. Delavel. The Wards bought it in 1806; and in Dec.
1847, a part was leased by the Commissioners of Emigration
for an Emigrant Refuge and Hospital.
The Commissioners
have since purchased 106 acres and a portion of the remainder
is used as a Potter's Field.
The cost of buildings and improvements up to 1858 was $260,000. The structures erected before
1850 were slight barracks and shanties but those built since
are chiefly of brick. The island is supplied with Croton water;
and a ferry connects it with 106th St.
Randalls Island, named from Jonathan Randall, who
purchased it in 1784 and resided here nearly 50 years, lies N.
of Wards Island, near the Westchester shore. It was formerly
known as ^•Little Barn" Island. It was patented under tlie
Dutch Government, but was confiscated in 1664 and granted to
;

;

Thos. Delavel. It wiis subsequently named •' Belleisk." " Talbots
"
Montressors Island." The city purchased it in
Island," and
1835 for $50,000. It is now occupied by nursery schools and by
the establishment of the Socifity for the Reformation of Juvenile Delinquents.
A ferry connects it with 122d St.
nieadotv Island lies adjacent to Randalls

Sunken

Island.

The city was divided Dec. 8, 1683, into 6 wards, known as
South, East, North. West. Dock, and Out Wards. They were
designated by numbers, and a new ward was created by act of
Feb. 23, 1791, to take effect Sept. 28, 1792. Those subsequently
erected have been as follows
1

:

8th. 1803.

—

NEW YORK COUNTY.
The Department of Finance
term of 4 years.

This

officer

is

421

under a Comptroller, elected by separate ticket for a
fiscal concerns of the city, and reports the con-

has charge of the

its finances
annually to the Common Council. The Department is divided into the Auditing Bureau, a Bureau of Arrears, a Bureau of Taxes, a Bureau of City Revenue, and a Bureau of
Deposits and Disbursements, the officers of which are appointed by the Comptroller.^

dition of

Number of cases annually
Petit Larceny.

before the Court

of Sessions, for a term of years.
Misdemeanors.

Assault and Battery.

Teaes.

I

Total.

"e

S
ss
6a

1838
1839
1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1845
1846

261
349
526
666

744
907
896
991
977

1847,
1S48,

1.064
1,180
1,419
1,453
1.475
1,415
1,411
2,047
1,788
2,041
1,919

1849
1850.
1851.
1852.
1853.
1854.
1855.
1856.
1857.
1858.

73
93
97
78
138
142
148
193
220
173
258
261
219
187
214
179
108
196
208
273
317

125
163
226
296
287
395
551
615
609
334

436
558
837

662
978
1,230
1,152

929
986
1.589
1,697

429
581
488
396
375
537
838

26
33
32
30
33
54
86
90

914
1,219
1,369
1,466
1,577
2,035
2.519
3,047
2.902
1,252
2,548
2,996
3,933
3,539
3,885
4,011
3,921
4,354
4,549
5,955
6,260

1,158
1,109
697

87

48
52
59
76
43

672
938
1,382
1,194
1,167
1,120
1,184
1,064
1,454
1,627
1,784

51
67

66
84
84
284
344

28
25
101
139

434
614

6
4
40
60

ss,

296
241
508
682
737
987

8.39

1,001
1,119
1,311
1,495
1,741
1,651
1,399
1,635
1,837
2,218
2,079
2,405
2,570
1,628
1,942
2,803
3,752
4,576

27
25
28
67
63
55
56
66
66
51
62
71
112
94
97
119
77
69
41
195
134

1,058
1,128
1,075

981
1,003
1,120
1,402
1,179
1,254
1,242
1,159
1,528
1,426
1,824
2,061

Cases tried in the courts of Oyer and Terminer and of General Sessions, for a period of
eighteen years.

Offenses.

Murder
Arson, Ist degree
Manslaughter, various degrees
Assault and battery with intent to kill or maim..
Assault and battery with intent to rob
Rape, and intent to commit rape

Abandoning

child in

4

6

17

15

5

7

10

11

9
12

1

1

5

4

2
2

"i

4

10

i's

io

6
41

17
37

45
71

"i
1

"4
1

61

47

10

9

54
14
2
119
51

12
19
10

3
1
15
12
6
4

28
21
18
3

highway

Robbery, Ist degree

22

Kidnapping
Riot with assault
Assault and battery
Procuring abortion

49
50

Bigamy
Incest

32
63

16
O
1

47

56

"i

"'5

67

76
64

121

Sodomy
Perjury and subornation of perjury
Arson, not 1st degree
Burglary, various degrees

Attempt to commit felonies
Embezzlement
Grand larceny, &c., 2d offense
Petit larceny and attempt to commit
Petit larceny, 2d offense
Conspiracy
Carrying slung shot (felony)
Receiving stolen goods
Accessory to felony
Forgery, various degrees
Accepting challenge to fight a duel

"2

1
24 32131
10

86
101

_

105
76
6

1

64
9
155
75

52
19
3
112
91

48

2

62
130

94
109
3

89
101
4
89
116

85
137
1

110
109
2

8

2

3

"i

"i

8

4

9

"4
6

4
6

10

16

5

16

13

1
17

15

15

25

19

30

49

64

15

16

14

"2

22

11

_

Breaking jail
Aiding prisoners to escape
Keeping gambling and disorderly house

16

^'ui8ance

2

Selling, insuring, and advertising lotterjj tickets.
Libel.
Cruelty to animals

1

1

Selling liquor without license..

During 29 years ending with 1868, 38 persons have been
Bentenced for capital crimes, of whom 17 have been executed,
14 had their sentences commuted to imprisonment for life, 1 was
pardoned, 1 committed suicide, and to 4 a new trial was granted,
•f whom 3 were convicted of manslaughter and 1 discharged.

10
4

"e
6

"i

14

Oommfm

io
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One was under sentence of death

at the beginning of 1859.

—

Council Manual. 1869, p. 75.

The Comptroller reports quarterly a list of accounts audited
and all drafts upon the city treasury must be upon his warrant,
accompanied by vouchers. The foliowing aggregates show the
1

;
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Tlie Street Oepartinent is under the charge of the Street Commissioner, who is appointed
years by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the Board of Aldermen. He has the

for 2

general direction of opening, altering, regulating, grading, guttering, and lighting streets, roads,
and lighting wharves and piers, and of the construcplaces, and avenues, of building, repairing,
tion and repair of public roads and the filling up of sunken lots, under the ordinances of the

Common Council. The paving of streets is not under his charge. The department has a Bureau
of Street Improvements, of Repairs and Supplies, of Lands and Places, of the Chief Engineer of
Fire Department, of Collection of Assessments, of Wharves, of Roads, and of Lamps and Gas. Of
each of these bureaus there
several offices of the

is

a superintendent, or chief, and several clerks, numbering in the

Department nearly sixty persons.^

condition of the city finances at the beginning of 1859
operations of the preceding 3'ear
:

Appropriations in 1858 for city

—

government

and the

date

4,959,355.19

14,399,998.00

from Central Park

assessments

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

piers
real estate occupied

—

1,600,000.00
14,761,526.00

and

County

State Tax.

Total Tax.

Tax.
1805 $25,645,867 $127,094.87
1810 25.486.370 129.727.15
1815 81,636.042 197,613.38 $163,372.08 $361,285.46
1820 69,530.753 270,361.19
69.530.75 339.891.94
60.580.03 387.448.85
1825 101,160,046 336,868.82

and
3,257,500.00

by mar-

kets

Croton

City

Valuation.
10.549,621.54
17,152,471.19

1,224,000.00

Estimated value of public parks
"
"
wharves,
bulkheads,

:

$ 5,950,967.94

Expenditures
Expenditures in 1858 on trust and special accounts
Receipts in 1858
Permanent city debts redeemable from Sinking
Funds, Jan. 1, 1859
Funded debt redeemable from taxation, same

Funded debt redeemable

The Taluation, tax, and rate, for a series of years, at interrala
of 5 years, from 1805 to 1825, was as follows

1,114,000.00

Aqueduct

Depart-

ment
property used for Common
Schools
property used for ferry pur-

1,200,000.00
1,200,000.00

po.ses

property used

15,475,000.00

by Fire De-

partment

315,813,00

property used by Governors

of Almshouse
_.
1,250,000.00
real estate of all kinds
41,625,639.00
Assessed value of real estate within city in 1858... 368,346,296.00
"
"
personal estate within city
resident
150,813,462.00
"
"
personal estate within city
non resident
12,034,532.00
"
"
personal estate within citv,

«

"

total

"

«

real

and personal estate

."..

162,847,994.00
531,194,290.00

Comparative Valuation and Taxes of the City and State for a series of years.

as.

NEW YORK
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20 public and several private parks, most of which are inclosed with iron

and handsomely

laid out.^

The Fire Department

in

some form has existed since 1653, when the

city enjoyed the

to support a
privilege of collecting a beaver for each house and a guilder yeai'ly for each chimney
fire apparatus. The Fire Department in its present form was incorp. April 16, 1831 ; and its powers
have been modified by acts of March 25, 1851, and April 3, 1855.^
1 Tlie Central
Park, for the purpose of construction, is in partly surrounded by an iron fence, and its sides are open for
charge of a jpecial Board of Commissioners, consistiug of 10 some distance to allow the easy passa;;e of pedestrians. Its
members, who serve without pay, and report annually to the central location renders it a favorite place for popular gatherCommon Council. The history of this park is briefly as fol- ings, and, from the throng constantly passing, an audience can
be swelled to thousands in a brief space of time. This Park is
lows
•
On the 5th of April, 1851, Mayor Kingsland, in a special mes- valued at S;i,0(Xl,000.
Washington Square, containing 9 J acres, formerly the ''Putsage to the Common Council, called attention to the importance
wants
ter's
Field."
lies
between
to
the
meet
of a public park sufficiently amjile
Waverly Place, McDougal, Fi:>urth, and
growing
of the city population. The message was referred to a select Wooster Sts. It is handsomely laid out, and is surrounded with
150
a
of
residences
of
class.
It has a fountain, and is a favorthe
tract
in
favor
of
who
superior
purchasing
committee,
reported
acres between 66th and 7oth Sts. and 3d Avenue and the East ite resort for promenade. It is estimated that 100,00il persons
here
were
before
buried
the
An
act
was
as
Jones's
Wood.
11,
known
1851,
ground was taken for a park. It is
passed July
River,
allowing this to be taken ; but, from some errors in the act, the valued at $810,000.
Park
is
an
oval
and
the
law
Union
with a fine fountain, on Broadrefused
to
Court
Commissioners,
area,
ajipoint
Supreme
was repealed April 11, 185-i. On the 5th of August, 1851, a com- way, bounded by University Place, 4th Avenue, 14th and 17th
mittee was appointed to examine whether another more suitable Sts. It is much frequented in summer by nurses and children.
It is valued at $504,000.
site for a park could not be found; and the result of the inquiry
Adjoining the park, but not within
was the selection of the site now known as the "Central Park," its paling, is the equestrian statue of Washington, in bronze,
between 5th and 8th Avenues, originally extending from 49th by II. K. Browne, erected in 1850 at a cost of over S30,01jO. It
to 106th Sts., and in 1859 e.\teuded to 110th St. The act for is 14 feet high, and stands on a granite pedestal of about the
creating this park passed July 2.3, 1853, and an act for its regu- same height.
lation and government April 17, 1857. The grounds are 2j
Tompkins Square, formerly a parade ground, is bounded by
miles long by ^ mile wide, embracing 8-iO acres, of which 136 Avenues A and B and by 6th and 10th Sts. It is still new but
are occupied by Croton reservoirs. It will be crossed by 4 it is well laid out and will become an ornament to the eastern
thoroughfares, sunk below the general surface and passing side of the city. A fountain is under construction, and other
under the carriage ways and other avenues of the park, so as improvements are in progress.
Madison Square, comprising 10 acres, between 5th and Madinot to obstruct the movement of visitors. Access to the grounds
cannot be had from these transverse roads. This park is now son Avenues and 23d and 26th Sts., is beautifully laid out and
utder construction, and will embrace a parade ground 50 acres planted with trees. The adjoining strefts are built up with
in extent, for the maneuver of large bodies of infantry, cavalry, first class dwellings, and it is one of the most fashionable
and artillery a botanical garden, cricket grounds, playgrounds, places of promenade in the city. It is valued at $520,000.
ponds for skating in winter, and every variety of scenery which Adjoining this square on the west is a moi luneut to the memory
a surface naturally rugged and broken can be made to present. of General Worth.
The plan embraces carriage drives and bridle paths, winding
Stuyvesant Square lies between 15tU and 17th Sts. and Ist
ways for pedestrians, and broad, noble avenues for promenade; and 3d Avenues, the 2d Avenue passing through it. It has a
fountains, lawns, terraces, and every variety of woodland fountain on each side of 2d Avenue, and is tastefully laid out
scenery. Ground is reserved for a public hall intended for con- and planted with trees and shrubs. It was presented to the
certs; for a large conservatory, and exotic terraces; for a geo- corporation by the late Peter G. Stuyvesant, and is valued at
metrif-al flower garden, with wall fountains for an architectural §196,000.
Reservoir Square, adjoining the distributing reservoir, beterrace, with a large jet and fcizza fountain for public houses
of refreshment; for residences of the Superintendent and head tween 40th and 42d Sts., on 6th Avenue, from 1861 to 1868 was
for
a
a
and
for
an
police station,
zoological garden,
gardener
occupied by the Crystal ipalace. It is valued at $150,000, and is
astronomical observatory, chartered in 1859. The grounds now at present unimproved as a park.
include the building erected and still used for a State Arsenal,
Manhattan Square, between 8th and 9th Avenues and 77th
but sold to the corporation, and the Mount St. Vincent Academy and 81st Sts., is a rough, unimproved piece of land, valued at
of the Sisters of Charity. There will be over 25 miles of walks, §88,000.
5 miles of bridle paths, and 8 miles of carriage road. The main
Hamilton Square, at Yorkville, between 3d and 5th Avenues
entrance will be at the corner of 5th Avenue and 59th St. but and 68th and 69th Sts., has a rolling surface, mostly above the
other entrances will be provided at convenient points on 7th level of adjoining streets, and is uninclosed and unimproved.
Avenue on both ends, and along oth and 8th Avenues.
The corner stone of a monument to Washington was laid with
The Battery comprises a tract of about 20 acres at the s. point pompous ceremonies on this park Oct. 4, 1847 hut the patriotof the island, planted with trees and fronting upon the harbor. ism that instigated the enterprise was expended in the etfort,
It was formerly a place of fashionable resort but, in the exten- and the work was abandoned without further action.
The
sion of commerce, it has lost most of its prestige. It is still at- park is valued at $97,000.
tractive on account of its cool breezes and refreshing shade. The
Mount Morris Square, between 120th and 124th Sts., on both
"
Schreyers Hook," showed a number of sides of 5th Avenue, not yet laid out, is valued at S40,000.
point, formerly called
rocks above water, upon which a platform was built in 1693 for
A square of 17 acres was reserved for a park at Bloominga battery. This shallow spot was afterward filled in and in dale, between 8th and Oth Avenues and 53d and 57th Sts.; but
1853-56 it was further extended so as to embrace its present the location of the Central Park has led to its abandonment.
limits.
It is valued at $3,000,000.
In various parts of the city are several small triangular plats
The Bowling Green is a triangular park between Broadway at the intersection of streets, valued at S10,000 to $15,000 each.
and Whitehall St. and Battery Place. It is supplied with a The city also contains several parks not belonging to the city,
fountain, but is not open to the public. This Park or Green which are laid out with great care and are truly ornamental.
St. John's Park, ov Hudson Square, fronting St. John's Church
formerly fronted the fort upon the Battery. Prior to the Revolution, a leaden equestrian statue of Geo. III. was placed in it, and bounded by Hudson, Varick, Beach, and Laight Sts.. bewhich at the commencement of the war was thrown down and longs to Trinity Church, and is valued at $400,000. It is kept
m''lted into bullets. The Green is valued at $135,000.
for the exclusive use of the inhabitants living near it, who purTlie Park is a triangular space of 10^ acres between Broad- chase keys of the keeper at $10 per annum. It contains a
way, Chatham, and Chamber Sts., near the present center of beautiful fountain.
commercial business in the city. The City Hall, Hall of Records,
Grammercy Park, between 20th and 21st Sts. and 3d and 4th
Rotunda, and New City Hall, used for courts and public offices, Avenues, is owned by those living around it, having been ceded
are located upon it. It has a large fountain, which is seldom to them by Samuel B. Ruggles.
It is inclosed with an iron
used. This tract, formerly called " The Fields" or " The Com- railing and a thick hedge of sweet prim, and is planted with
mon" from the beginning has been owned by the city and used ornamental trees and shrubs. It has a fountain in the center.
- This
for public purposes. While distant from the settled portion, it
department has a Board of Fire Wardens, consisting
was used as a place of execution; and the victims of the negro plot of 14 members, a Chief Enginee.r and 13 assistants, and 3,700
proscription were here burned. In the early part of the Revo- men, of whom 1.922 are members of engine corap.inies, 1,262
lution the Sons of Liberty here rallied to assert their rights; of hose companies, and 502 of hook and ladder companies.
and at a later period it became the scene of cruelty as the prison This body of men constitutes a distinct and powerful combinaand execution ground of American patriots. The s. gateway tion, whose services, although gratuitous, are prompt and in
was formerly of marble, beautifully finished, and surmounted every respect praiseworthy, and whose interests the city authorby two marble balls, gifts from the Turkish Government to Com- ities find it their policy to protect. The city is divided into 8
modore Perry, and by him presented to the city. They had fire districts, furnished with 11 district fire alarm bells, all
been made for cannon balls. The foundation of this gateway connected by telegraphic signals. There are 47 engine compawas laid with great pomp, the Mayor presiding and di^positing nies, 57 hose companies, 15 hook and ladder companies, and 4
la it various coins, papers, and memorials. The Park is now
hydrant companies. The first class engines have compaoies of
I

:

—

;

;

;

;

:

;

;

;

;
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Bureau of l.amps and Gas has in charge the lighting of the streets.^
The Croton Aqueduct IPepartment is under a board styled the Croton

Tlie

Aqueduct

Board, consisting of a President, Commissioner, Chief Engineer, and Assistant, appointed by the
Mayor and Aldermen for five years. It has charge of all structures and property connected with
the supply of Croton water and the collection of water rents, of the underground drainage of the
public sewers, of permits for street vaults, of paving and repairing streets, and of digging
and constructing wells. It has a Bureau of Water Rents, and one of Pipes, Sewers, and Pavements. The department was organized in July, 1849, under an act passed April 11 of that year.
Previous to this the Water Commissioners were appointed by the Governor and Senate.^
city, of

70 iu?n, the second of 60, and the third of 50. The hook and
companies have each 50 men, and the hose companies
The number of fires in the year, ending Feb. 17, 1859,
was 261, and of alarms, 160. The loss hy fire on buildings was
$.593,647, and on stock $514,999,— of which the Crystal Palace,
burned in Oct. 1858, formed a large item. During the last year
two large steam fire engines have been obtained; but, except
in extraordinary cases, they are not used. The city owns about
80,000 feet of hose. The Department elects one Fire Commissioner annually for a term of 5 years from among exempt firemen. These commissioners form a Board to decide upon the
formation of new volunteer companies, to investigate applications for admission to companies, to examine into charges
against members, and for cause to suspend or remove them.
The Fire Department possesses a fund derived from special
ladd>-r

each 30.

trusts, donations, festivals, concerts, fines for violation of fire

laws, and other sources, the income of which is applied in aid
of the families of deceased and disabled firemen. The report
of 1857 showed an expenditure of $30,567.91 by the trustees of
this fund.
Among the items of this expense were 1,978 pairs
of shoes and 500 tons of coal. The invested fund amounts to
$95,250. Two scholarships for educating the sons of firemen
the University of New York have been endowed by Myndert
Van Schaick.
1 The
city gas lights are furnished by three general com-

m

Its completion was commemorated by a grand civic celebration
Oct. 14 of the same year.
This aqueduct is a covered canal, of solid stone and brick
masonry, arched above and below, 8 ft. 5^ in. high. 7 ft. 5 in.
wide at the widest part, and 40^ mi. in length from the dam to
the distributing reservoir. It has a descent of 47.9 ft., or 13
in. to a mi., and a capacity of supplying 60,000,000 gallons of
water per day. At intervals of 1 mi. are openings through
small towers for ventilation. The flow of water is generally 2
to 3 ft. in depth, or 27,000.000 gallons a day. It is covered below
the reach of frosts ; and the surface works are carefully guarded
by fences from injury by cattle. It passes through 16 tunnels
in rock, varying from 160 to 1,263 ft., with a total of 6,841 ft.
In Westchester co. it crosses 26 streams 12 to 70 ft. below the
line of grade, besides numerous small brooks furnished with culverts. Ilarlem River is crossed upon High Bridge in two 48 inch
mains, 12 ft. below the level of the grade of the aqueduct, and
furnished with gate chambers at each end. This bridge is of

granite, 1,450 ft. long. 21 ft. wide between the parapets, 100 ft.
above the surface of high tide to the crown of the arch, and 114
ft. to the top of the parapets.
It rests upon 15 arches, 8 of
which are of 80 ft. span and 7 of 50 ft. Upon one of the piers
is inscribed the following record of the construction of the

bridge

:

—

Aquedcct Bridge.
Begun 1839 Finished 1848.

John

B. Jervis, Chief
H. Allen, Princ. Assist. EngiP. Hastie, Res dent
keees.
J
Water Com- E. H. Tract, Assistant
"l
George Law,
covtractmissioners.
Samuel Roberts, [ '-°^^^'^
ORS.
Arnold Mason,
under the streets.
Tlie aqueduct of masonry is continued from the bridge 2 mi.
Manhattan Gas Light Company was incorp. Feb. 26,1830, with
a capital of $4,noo.OC>0. It has 2 manufactories of gas, one on to the ManhattanValley, a depression which is 4,171 ft. wide and
the Hudson, at {he foot of 18th St., capable of making daily 102 ft. deep. This is crossed by an inverted siphon of iron pipes
3.000.000 feet, and one on East River, at the foot of 14th St, 4,180 ft. in length, with a gate chamber at each end. The
capable of making 3,000,000 feet daily. It supplies the city N. masonry is then resumed, and the aqueduct is carried '^t\P^
of Grand St., and has about 220 miles of street mains.
It mi. to the receiving reservoir in the Central Park, crossing in
lights S.OOO street lamps and supplies 26,000 stores and dwell- this distance the Clendening Valley, 1,900 ft. across and 50 ft.
In 1857 it made 600,000,000 feet of gas, and in 1859 deep, on an aqueduct, with archways for three streets, each of
ings.
which has 30 ft. span for carriage way and 10 ft. span on each
831,000,000.
Harlem, Gas Light Company was incorp. Feb. 8, 1855, with a side for foot passengers.
panies, as follows:

—

"|

I

;

The New York Gas Light Company viaa incorp. March 26.1823, Stephen
Allen,
with a capital of $1,000!000. It has works on 21st and 22d Sts., SAtJL
Alley,
from 1st Avenue to East River, and has 6 large gas holders at C.
Dusenberry,
that station and 7 others at different parts of the city. It sup- W. W,
Fox,
plies tlie lamps s. of Grand St, and has about 130 miles of mains T. T. WOODRUTP,

[

•r

—

capital of $250,000. Its works are situated upon Harlem River,
at the M. extremity of 1st Avenue.
There are also several
minor gas works for furnishing light to hotels and private esta-

blishments.
* The
Croton Aqueduct
ill

is the most extensive and costly work
for supplying a city with water
and its magnitude
a somewhat minute account of its
origin and subse-

America

justifies

;

The receiving reservoir in the Central Park Is 1,826 ft. long,
ft. wide, covers an area of 3,505 acres, and has a capacity of
150,000,000 gallons. The banks are of earth, 18 ft. wide at top,
and rise 9 ft. above the level of the water. The pipes pass
through brick vaults. A new reservoir is now under construction adjacent to the former ones, and also upon Central Park.
It will cover an area of 106 acres, and will be .surrounded by an
earth bank of irregular outline, which will constitute a broad
promenade. The distributing reservoir at Murray Hill, between
40th and 42d Sts. and 5th and 6th Avenues, is a stone structure
in 2 divisions, designed to contain 36 ft. or 20,000,000 gallons.
Its surface is 115 ft. above mean tide.
The cost of the work was $8,575 000, including water rights and
land, besides $1,800,000 for distributing pipes. The expense came
within 6 per cent, of the estimate of Mr. Jervis, the Engineer.
The annual interest, amounting to $665,000, is paid by direct
water taxes and by some indirect taxes ; and a sinking fund is
provided for the linal liquidation of the debt. The construction
of this work has lowered the annual rates of fire insurance about
40 cts. on every $100 insured. Sing Sing Prison is supplied from
the aqueduct as it passes near that place.
The amount of pipe laid in different years has been as follows,
up to 1859 :—
836

quent history.
In 1741 the General .Assembly passed a law
(whicL was continued by repeated enactments) for
mending and keening in
repair the public wells and pumps of the city. In 1774 Christopher CoUes contracted to erect a reservoir on Broadway, between
Pearl and White Sts.; and the
plan was partially carried into
effect before the Revolution.
In 1785 schemes were again agitated, which led to surveys and examinations; and in 1799 the
Manhattan Company was formed, ostensibly to
supply the city
with water, but really as a banking institution, with a
perpetual
oh.arter and large privileges.
Its principal well was at the
comer of Duane and Cross Sts., whence the water was raised
by
steam and distributed in pipes; but the supply was limited in
amount and was of very impure quality. During the next thirty
years various schemes were proposed for constructing common
and artesian wells, and open canals from the Bronx and other
streams in Westchester co. and Conn., and several
companies
were formed; but no practical steps were taken to secure the Previous to 1849, 1,024,051
An i«t was passed May 2, 1834, which authorized the
result.
"
city to supply itself with
pure and wholesome water" and to
i.^sue its stock to defray the cost.
The Governor and Senate
appointed Stephen Allen. R. M. Brown. Charles Dusenberry
Saul Alley. T. T. Woodruff, and William W. Fox Commissioners, under whom accurate surveys were made and various
plans
and estimates considered, which resulted in recommending
that the water of the Croton be taken neap its mouth and
brought in an aqueduct to a reservoir on Murray Hill, 114 ft.
aljove tide. This plan was approved, March 11, by the
Mayor,
and in April, 1835, by the people, by a vote of ll',367 to 5,963.
David B. Douglass was appointed Chief Engineer; but in Oct.
1836, he was succeeded by John B. Jervis. The work was begun
in the spring of 1837. and so far completed as to allow the ad(aission of water into the distnbuting reservoir, July 4, 1842.

feet.
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The Almshouse Department is under the charge of a Board of Ten Governors of the
"
Almshouse, generally known as the Ten Governors."^ The department was organized under
an act of April 6, 1849, and was modified the succeeding year. This board has charge of the Almshouse, of the Relief and Support of the Poor, of the County Lunatic Asylum, of the Nurseries for
Poor and Destitute Children, the Penitentiary, and all the city prisons and houses of detention,
except the sheriff's jail in Elbridge Street and the House of Refuge. All ordinary appropriations
department must be submitted to a board consisting of the Presidents of the Boards of Aldermen and Councilmen, the Mayor and Comptroller.^ If this board approves, it reports to the
for this

view of ascertaining its topography minutely, the better to
The results of
decide upon future reservoirs or other structures as they may lows
bo found necessary. The ridge line or watershed inclosing the
valley above the dam is 101 mi. in length. The stream is 39
Years.
mi. in length, and its tributaries 136 mi. The total area of the
valley is 352 square mi. and within it are 31 natural lakes and
pond.s, many of which are available as reservoirs, and 16 of
which have been minutely surveyed and estimated.
The revenues from water rents from Oct. 5, 1842, to Dec. 31,
1858, have amounted to $6,725,947.98 and the amount has increased from year to year, except in 1851 and 1856, when it
:

;

—

;

fell off.

The public sewers connected with

this department, since
have cost an expenditure of SI 63,527. 13; and the
collected from permits to connect
premises with the public sewers. The length of sewers constructed by this department since its organization in 1849 has
been 92 mi. 1,340 ft.
1 The Governors of the Almshouse are elected
by single ballot,
one being voted for and two elected. This places the board above

Feb.

6,

1846,

amount of $348,572.00 has been

the control of party politics.
2 Public measures for the relief of the
poor are among the first
necessities of a civilized government ; and one of the earliest
statutes of the General Assembly in 1683 was for this object. In
1699 a law was passed for the relief of the poor at their homes;

and about 1714 the

first almshouse was built, on the present site
of the City Hall. In 1795 a lottery of £10,000 was granted for a
new almshouse, and the large brick building on the Park near
Chambers St. (burned in 1854) was erected. In 1811 a tract on
the East River, at the foot of 26th St., was bought and the first
stone «-as laid Aug. 1, 1811. The present main edifice at Bellevue
Hospital was opened April 22, 1816, as a hospital, penitentiary,
and almshouse, at a cost of $421,109. The management was for
many years intrusted to five commissioners appointed by the
Common Council. In 1822 the average numoer of paupers was
1,647 and the cost of the establishment for several years was as
;

;

follows

:

—

In 1817

S90-S86
107.600
105,509

In 1820

$84,420
85,000
82,200
The law then required paupers to be returned to the town
where they had gained residence ; but this was often difficult,
and vessels then, as since, often landed paupers in or near the
In 1822 two vessels put about 100
city from distant places.
paupers on shore a few miles from the city, and brought on
their baggage. Efforts were made to remedy these abuses but
it was found difficult in a large population to distinguish those
coming into the city liable to public charge, until they applied
for relief in the early winter months.
Sen. Doc. No. 86, 1824.
Meanwhile the affairs of the institutions at Bellevue became

"
«

1818
1819

"
"

1821
1822

;

—

very corrupt and mercenary; but a malignant fever, which broke
out in 1825 and committed frightful ravages in the filthy wards
and loathsome cells, forced the question of reform upon the
public. In 1845 the Almshouse was placed under the care of a
single commissioner, and in 1849 the present system of supervision

went

into operation.

Blackwells Island was bought in 1828, and Randalls Island in
was completed on the former and
now devoted to objects of charity
and reform, Randalls Island being in part under the care of the
Governors of the Almshouse and in part under the Trustees of
the House of Refuge.
Upon Blackwells Island, commencing at the s. end, are located
respectively the Small Pox Hospital, the Penitentiary, Island
Hospital, female and male Almshouses, Workhouse, and Lunatic
Asylum. Upon Wards Island is the Potters' Field, under the
charge of the Ten Governors and upon Randalls Island are the
extensive nurseries and hospitals for poor children. Bellevue
Hospital, the largest in the city, remains under the charge of
the Governors as a fever, surgical, and general hospital. The
Colored Orphan Asylum, Colored Home, four city prisons, and
the out-door poor, are also under the care of this department.
A short sketch of these several charges is essential to a full
knowledge of the city.
Belkvue Hospital is 350 ft. long, the center portion 5 stories
high and the wings 4 stories. Upon each story are verandas
and outside stairways of iron. Its arrangements throughout
are ample and judicious, and it can accommodate 1,350 patients.
1835. In 1848 the Almshouse
the whole of both islands is

;

;

hM

a clinical theater fitted up for the accommodation of large
It
classes of students. In 1858 the number of prescriptions was
145,503; and the number of biiths is about 350 annually.

—

its

operation during 10 years have been as

fol-
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Supervisors; and If it disapproves, it returns to the Ten Governors with objections. If the latter
adheres by a vote of two-thirds, the subject must be reported to the Supervisors.

still

time of the fire it contained 600 inmates ; but they were all removed without loss of life. In Feb. 1858, a most humane reguwas adopted, by which the sufferius poor are relieved
without being committed as vagrants. The building now in
the process of erection to supply the place of the former is 3i
stories high, includes 14 wards and accommodations for 741
patients. As on other buildings on the island, convict and
lation

workhouse labor

is

largely employed in the
have been aa follows

Statistics of the hospital

Tears.

:

— erection.

The
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The Commissioners of Emigration

were incorp. by an act of ]May 7, 1847, and conof G commissioners appointed by the Governor of the State, and of the INlayors of New York
and Brooklyn, and tlie Presidents of the German Society and the Irish Emigrant Society. They
have charge of the Marine Hospital at Quarantine, the Emigrant Depot at Castle Garden, and

sist

numerous buildings on Wards Island for the accommodation of the sick.*
Tlie Lia^T Department is under a chief officer called the "Counsel to the Corporation,"
elected for three years, lie has charge of all the law business in which the city is interested, when
80 ordered by the corporation, and institutes all legal proceedings necessary for the opening and
widening of streets. lie draws all leases, deeds, and other papers connected with the finances
This department has a Bureau of Corpoi-ation Attorney, and another of Public
of the
city.

Administrator.

The City Inspector's Department is under a chief officer styled the City Inspector,
who has cognizance of all matters affecting the public health, pursuant to the ordinances of the
Common Council and the lawful requirements of the Commissioners of Health and of the Board
It has a Bureau of Sanitary Inspection and Street Cleaning, of Records and Statisto this department all inquests made by
and
of
tics,
Superintendent of Markets. Coroners report
them. The Inspector is required to report all births, marriages, and deaths within the city. He
also appoints 2 Inspectors and Sealers of Weights and IMeasures, who hold office upon the same

of Health.

One Street Inspector is appointed to each of the 22 wards,
each of the 11 markets,^ and a keeper and assistant to each of the corporation yards.
terms as Chiefs of Bureaus.

The Judiciary Department
of detention a(]jacent

is

an

comprises the First Judicial District of the Supreme Court

isolated building, containing 148

cells.

The

Jt'fffraon MarTcet

Prison, at the corner of Greenwich St.

and 6th Avenue, was enlarged

in lSo6,

and 36 new

were

cells

built.

The Essex Market Prison, at the corner of Grand and Lndlow
Sts.,

was coinploted

in 1S57.

The Prison at YorkvilU was abolished in March, 1856; but
has since lieen revived.
The commitments during the year 1858 were as follows
\st Dist.

White
Black.

Males
M

2d

Dist.

eniales..

11,477

3,091
1,334

Males
Females.

478
301

64
45

26,211

4,534

1.3,955

,

Total

General Total

it

—

:

(

3d Dist. ilh Dist.
2,876

693
33
31
3,633

589
191
11
3
794
35,172

The Outdoor Poor receive aid upon application at the office of
the Governors, in the Rotunda, on the Park. These poor are
under the care of a superintendent and visitors; and some of
the principal items for a series of years have been as follows
:

Yeaes.

1 clerk to

—
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of the State, with 5 justices, the Superior Court, with a chief justice and 5 justices, the Court of
Pleas, with 3 justices, the Marine Court, with 3 justices, and the Surrogate's Court. The
criminal courts consist of a Court of Oyer and Terminer, held by a justice of the Supreme Court,

Common

a Court of General Sessions, held by the Recorder or city judge, Courts of Special Sessions, held by
the police justices, 4 Police Courts, and 6 Justices' or District Courts.
The Burials from the city are regulated by law ; and none can take place without a certificate from the Inspector's Department, and a record of the time, cause, and circumstances of the
death, as far as can be ascertained.^
Tlie Board of Health consists of the Mayor and Common Council. The Mayor is PresiThe Mayor, the Presidents of the two branches of the Common Council, the Health OiScer,
dent.
the Resident Physician, the Health Commissioner, and the City Inspectors, are constituted a Board
The Health Officer is appointed by
of Commissioners, who render advice to the Board of Health.
the Governor and Senate. The Mayor, with the advice of the Board of Aldermen, appoints an
Inspector of Vessels. It is the duty of the Board of Health to watch over the health of the city
and port, and conduct and attend to the business of the Quarantine establishment.^
Ferries are established from New York to Brooklyn, Jersey City, the islands, and to numerous
points around the harbor.
Up to 1810 the ferry boats were propelled by horse and man power
but during that year steam was introduced, and now it is exclusively used on all important routes.
A few of tlie islands are reached only by row boats.'
The facilities for passing from one point to another in the city are numerous, cheap, and con;

The number of animals sold during 5 years at the
markets has been as follows

live stock

:

—

New Tork

NEW YORK COUNTY.
and the establishment of

them is so recent as to be within the memory of every adult
and 29 lines of omnibuses.^ Since the introduction of
roads and the multiplication of steam ferries and steamboat routes, a large number of*
persons

venient,
citizen.
rail
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They

all

of

consist of 5 city rail roads

transacting business in the city have been enabled to provide residences in the country adjacent,

where they can enjoy the comforts and luxuries of a rural home without a sacrifice of business
A large proportion of the inhabitants of Brooklyn, and great numbers residing within
interests.
30 mi. of the city, on Long Island and Staten Island and in the adjacent parts of AVestchester
county and New Jersey, are in this manner closely identified with the business of the city, and
might in one sense be included in its population. New York and its immediate suburbs are thus
80 united in interests that they virtually constitute one great metropolis, and would probably at
this time number, within a radius of 10 mi. from the City Hall, about a million and a
quarter of
inhabitants.*

The institutions of New York designed to meet the intellectual and social wants of the people in
extent and variety have no equals in America and many of them surpass all similar institutions
in the world. These institutions, noticed under special heads, are devoted to education, both general
;

and
and

special, to benevolent objects in various forms, to religion and morality, to intellectual culture,
to the promotion of the useful and fine arts.
nor
They do not strictly all belong to the
city,

do they adequately represent the wants of the city population.

Many

of the schools

and other

in-

from their peculiarities and excellence, attract great numbers from abroad and, on
the other hand, a great number of educational institutions in the adjoining counties depend for
support almost entirely upon city patronage. A reciprocity of interests between city and country
stitutions,

is

;

thus kept up in intellectual as well as in business

The Public

Scliool

System

afiairs.

New York now

constitutes one of the most important inupon the social position of the people and in the
amount of its annual expenditures. There were reported, at the close of 1858, a free academy^
for the complete collegiate education of boys, 4 normal schools for the instruction of teachers, 57
ward schools, including 51 grammar schools for boys, 48 grammar schools for girls, and 55 primary
departments for both sexes 35 primary schools, 42 evening schools, of which 23 are for males and

of

terests of the city, both in regard to its

efi"ect

;

Roosevelt Street Ferry, from Roosevelt Street to Bridge Street,
Brooklyn, 1.450 yds., is leased to the Union Ferry Co. until
1867, at $.'^,000 per annum.
Jarrw.s Street Ferry is established from James Slip to South 7th
Street, Williamsburgh.
Catharine Street Ferry, from Catharine Street to Main Street,
Brooklyn, 736 yds., is leased to the Union Ferry Co. until
1863, at $16,000" per annum.
Division Avenue Ferry extends from Grand Street to South 7th
Street, Williamsburgh.
Grand Street Ferry, from Grand Street to Grand Street, Williamsburgh, is 900 yds. in length.
Houston Street Ferry, from Houston Street to Grand Street,
Williamsburgh, 700 yds., is leased to the Houston .Street
Ferry Co. until 1863, at $6,500 per annum.
Tenth Street Ferry, from 10th Street to Green Point, is leased
until 1865, at $250 per annum.
Twenty-Third Street Ferry, from 23d Street to Green Point, is
leased until 1863, at $100 per annum.
Hunters Point Rrry, from 34th Street to Hunters Point, Queens
CO., is leased to A. W. Winants until 1867, at $100 per an-

num.
Blackwells Island Ferry extends from 61st Street to Blackwells
Island.

HeUgate Ferry, from 86th Street to Astoria, Queens co., is leased
to S. A. Halsey until 1867, at $50 per annum.
Wards Island Ferry extends from 106th Street to Wards Island.
Randalls Island Ferries extend from 122d Street to the Institutions under the charge of the Ten Governors, and from 117 th
Street to the House of Refuge.
City Ferry, from Cortland Street to Jersey
mile, is leased to the Jersey City Ferry Co. until
$5,000 per annum.
Barclay Street Ferry, from Barclay Street to Hoboken,
leased to J. C. & R. L. Stevens until 1865, at $100

Jersey

City, 1
1866, at

N. J., is
per an-

num.
Canal Street Ferry, frora Canal Street to Hoboken, N. J., is leased
to J. C. & R. L. Stevens until 1860, at $600 per annum.
Christopher Street Ferry, from Christopher Street to Hoboken,
N. J., is leased to J. C. & R. L. Stevens until 1862, at $350
per

annum.

Weehawlcen Ferry extends from 42d Street toWeehawken, N. J.
Mysian Fields Ferry exiends from 19th Street toElvsian Fields,
N.J.
The Union Ferry Co. owned on the Ist of Nov. 1858, eighteen
boats, valued at $489,800.
1 Some of the
principal facts concerning the city rail roads
are as follows

:

—

Cars run at frequent intervals and use horse-power. Fare,
uniformly 5 cents. On 3d Avenue to Il.irlem, 6 cents.
Second Avenue extends from Peck Slip, through Pearl, Chatham, Bowery. Grand, and Chrystie Streets iind 2d Avenue, to
23d Street; thence to 42d Street. Returns through 2d Avenue,
23d Street, 1st Avenue, Allen and Grand Streets, liowery, Chatnam, Oliver, and South Streets.
Third Avenue extends through Park Row, Chatham, Bowery,
3d Avenue, and Yorkville, to Harlem River Bridge, 129th St.
Aew Turk d: Harlem R. R. extends through I'arli Row, Center, Broome, and Bowery Streets, to 4th Avenue, and up to 42(3
Street, where locomotive trains stop.
Sixth Avenue extends through Vesey, Church, Chambers, W.
Broadway, Canal, Varick, and Carmine Streets, and 6th Ave-

nue, to 44th Street.
Eighth Avenue extends through Vesey, Church, Chaiubers,
Streets and 8th Avenue to

W. Broadway, Canal, and Hudson
W. 59th Street.
Ninth Avenue, track

laid

and used to 54th

The Hudson River R. R. and

New Haven

St.

R. R. run no city

cars.

The omnibuses all have the names of their routes painted
upon the outside. The rates of fare are 4, 5. or 6 cts., which la
paid without regard to distance traveled upon or within them.
Licenses are granted annually and in 1858 439 stage licenses
;

were taken at $20, and

5 out-of-town lines, at %b per stage,
in the aggregate to $10,355.
All other conveyances
for public hire are also licensed, the number in 1858 being, hacks,
402, and special hacks, 320.
2 Most of the suburban districts of New York within this Stato
are particularly noticed in this work in the counties and towns
in which they are located. Jersey City, which has grown up
within a few years, had, in 1855, 21,715 inhabitants. It is the
terminus of the New Jersey R. R., connecting with lines s. and

amounting

w., and the Union R. R., connecting with the New York & Erie
and the Northern New Jersey R. R. It is the landing place of
the Cunard steamers, the seat of important manufactures, and
the residence of multitudes doing business in New York City.
Hoboken City is also a place of considerable importance from
its

proximity to the

city.

It had, in 1855, 6,727 inhabitants.

Hudson City, in the rear of these, had 3,322 inhabitants; and
numerous other places along the Hudson in N. J. are receiving
attention as desirable places for homes.
3 The Free
Academy was established by an act of May 7, 1857,
subject to a popular vote, which gave 19,404 for and .3,409 against
the measure. An edifice in the gothic style of the townhalls
of the Netherlands. 80 by 100 ft., was erected on Lexington Avenue, corner of 23d Street, in 1848, with accommodations for
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schools.^
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In the same year there were employed 1,729 teachers,

females,
corporate
—of whom
440 were males and 1,289 were females.

The 'Public Schools
sioners from each ward.

managed by a Board of Education, consisting of two commisward are managed by local Boards of Trustees.

are

The

local affairs of each

The present system was organized under an act of 1812 but it has been modified by various acts
In 1853 the Public School Society was dissolved and the schools under its control were
Bince.
merged in the ward schools of the city. The Board of Education distributes its duties among
committees, and appoints a City Superintendent to exercise a general supervision over the schools.^
Academies and Colleges. There are in the city 3 academic institutions, 2 colleges, 4
medical colleges, 2 theological schools, and a great number of schools for perfecting students in
;

special branches of education.*

In addition to the schools sharing in the distribution of the school

number

of mission, charity, parish, denominational, and private schools, of

fund, there are a great

1.000 pupils. The cost of the grounds, buildings, furniture, apparatus, and library was $100,801.48; and the cost of maintenance to Jan. 1, 1859, was $33,238.17. The students and the
giaduates in each year have been as follows
:

—
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which no reports are made collectively to the public. Many of these have special courses of study,
or are limited to objects not embraced in a general plan of education. Several of these are numerously attended aud in some the extent of the course of study is equal to that in our colleges.^
;

About 250 periodicals, embracing daily, tri-weekly, semi-weekly, weekly, semi-monthly, monthly,
and quarterly, are issued in the city of New York, counting under one title the several editions
issued from the same press, unless bearing different names.^
was

incorp.

March

28, 1857.

It has 2 courses of lectures annu-

ally.

The Keio York Preparatory School of Medicine, incorp. April
Its charter allows it
1.3, 18.59. has not been fully organized.
to confer the degree of Bachelor of Medicine upon persons of
not loss than 19 years of ago, after sustaining an examination
in the studies embraced in its course, and places it under the
visitation of the Regents.

The Colhffe of Pharmacy, chartered April 25, 1831, has rooms
New York Medical College, at which lectures are delivered
months annually, on Chemistry, Materia Medica, and Botany,
and diphimas ai-e given. By an act of March 11, 1839, a diploma

in the

4

this college is necessary for a per.son not otherwise
qualified, to act as an apothecary in the city.

fiom

duly

The Netu York County M-dical Society was formed July 12,
1806, and now numbers 450 members.
The Pathological Society for improvement in medical practice
meets semi-monthly.
The Academy of Medicine was formed in 1847 and incorp. in
1851.
It meets monthly at the University, and sends 5 repreThere are several
sentatives to the State Methcal Society.
other medical and surgical societies in various parts of the city.
TliK General Theiihyical Seminary of the Prot. E. Church of
the U. S. was established at New Haven in 1819 aud removed to
this city in 1822. It was incorp. April 5, 1822, and is well
endowed. Its library numbers over 1 2,000 volumes. It occupies
2 handsome stone buildings, each 60 by 110 ft. on 20th St.. between 9th and 10th Avenues. Its trustees consist of the Bishops
of the TI. S. and others appointed in proportion to moneys
granted to the seminary.
Tlic Union Theological Seminary (Vresb.') was founded in 1836,
and incorp. March 27, 1839. It is located in Waverly Place, on
8th St., and near Washington Square. It has a library of 16,000
voUmies. Its Board of Directors are clergymen and laymen, an
equal number of each, elected for 4 years.
Commercial colleyes, \VTiting schools, and studios for instruction
in the fine arts, are numeruus. (See p. 748.) The Scliool of Design
at the Cooper Union is eminent among these for the extent of
its facilities and the numbers that avail themselves of them.
Music, drawing, and painting are carefully taught in many of
the city schools; and the facilities at the Free Academy for these
studies are superior to those in most other institutions.
1 The Protestant
Episcopal Public School was founded in 1710,
and has continued until the present time. At some future time
it will be largely aided by a bequest made Sept. 20, 1796, by Dr.
John Baker, who, having no heii-s, devised his country seat near
80th St., on the East Kiver, embracing 46 acres, for a charity
school. With a prudent forecast, the testator preserved the property from sale until after the death of 9 persons then living;
and the dense part of the city has already approached the
premises. An act passed April 16, 1859, authorized the sale of
portions, but no benefit has hitherto been received. In April,
1859, 3 of the 9 lives were existing.
The following are the principal of the Roman Catholic
schools

:

—

The College of St. Francis Xavier, 39 W. 15th St., is an instituunder the care of 10 Jesuit priests.
Convent of the Most Holy Redeemer, in 3d St., is under the care

tion

of 7 priests of the Order of Redemptorists.
St. Vincent's Academy, 44 2d St., is under the care of the
Brothers of the Christian Schools.
Academy of the Holy Infancy, in Manhattanville, and the
Convent and Academy of the Sacred Heart, in Manhattanville,
are under the charge of the Ladies of the Sacred Heart; the
latter has 180 pupils. An institution of the same name at 49 W.
17th St., under similar direction, has 86 pupils.
Mother House and Academy of Mount St. Vincent, on 105th
St., upon the premises of the Central Park, has 180 pupils.
St. Mary's School, at 229 East Broadway, is under the charge
of Sisters of Charity, and has 108 pupils.
Si. Peter's School, at 16 Barclay St., is under the charge of
Sisters of Charity, and has 80 pupils.
St. Joseph's School, on 6th Avenue, is under the charge of

Sisters of Charity.
St. Lawrence School, Yorkville, is under the charge of Sisters
of Charity, and has 40 pupils.
St. Steplien's School.
St. Vincent's School has 80 boys and 50 girls ; and 66 girls in

the preparatory department.
Free Catholic Schools. There are 25 schools of this class reported in the city at which 4,920 boys and 5,530 girls are taught.
Most of the schools have male and female departments ; and of
these 7 are taught by Brothers of the Christian Schools, 9 by
Sisters of Charity, 2 by Ladies of tlie Sacred Heart, 2 by Sisters
of Notre Dame, 1 by Sisters of Mercy, and 1 by lay teachers.
Of several the teachers are uot specified. These schools are
named St. Patrick's, St. Mary's, St. Joseph's, St. James's, St.

—

;

Francis Xavier's, Manhatt.ijiville, St. Bridget's, Transfiguration,
Mount St. Vincent, St. Lawrence, Sacred Heart Free Scbuul. St,
Catharine's, Mo.st Holy Redeemer's, St. Alplionso's, St. Vincent
de Paul's, Nativity. St. Columba's, Holy Cross, St. Steplien's, St.
John the Evangelist's, St. Paul's, Immaculate Conception, St.
Nicholas, St. Francis's, and St. Jnhns's.
* New York
Gazette, the first pajier published in the Colony
of New York, was commenced in 1725 by William BradIt was the fifth then in existence in the Ameriford.
can Colonies. Bradford continued its publisher about
In 1742 its name was changed to the
17 years.

iVew York Gazette and Weekly Post Boy, and it was pnbliphed
by James Parker and a succession of owners until 1773,

New

when it was discontinued.
York Weekly Journal, the second paper in the Colony, was
commenced in New York in 1733 by John Peter Zenger.
He died in 1740, and the paper was conducted by his
widow, and afterward by his son, until 1752, when it
was discontinued. This paper opposed the administration of Governor Crosby and supported the interest of
Kip Van Dam, who had previously conducted the administration. The ballads, serious charges, and, above
all,

the

home

Crosby and

truths in his democratic journal irritated
his Council to madness.
Zenger was con-

months by order of the Governor and
printing and publishing seditious libels,

fined several

Council

for

treated with unwarrantable severity, deprived of pen,
ink. and paper, and denied the visits of his friends.
The popular feeling, however, was strongly against
these proceedings. The Assembly, notwithstanding the
application of the Governor, refused to concur with
him and his Council. The Mayor and the magistrates
also refused to obey the mandate of the Governor and
Council, and to attend the burning of the libelous papers
"
by the common hangman and whipper, near the pil-

The grand jury manifested equal contumacy,
lory."
and ignored the presentment against Zenger. The
attorney general was then directed to file an informor
The judges refused to hear and allow the excepby Zenger's counsel, and excluded them
from the bar; but he was ably defended by other counand
sel,
especially by Andrew Hamilton, then a barrister
His
of Philadelphia.
Zenger pleaded not guilty.
counsel admitted the printing and publishing of the
papers, and offered to give their truth in evidence. The
counsel for the prosecution then said, " The jury must
find a verdict for the king ;" and gave the usual defi" whether the
nition of a libel, asserting that
person
defamed was a private man or a magistrate, whether
living or dead, whether the libel was true or false, or
whether the party against whom it was made was of
good or evil fame, it was nevertheless a libel." He then
quoted from the Acts of the Apostles and from one of
the Epistles of Peter, to show that it was a very great
offense to speak evil of dignities, and insisted upon the
criminality by the laws of God and man of reviling
those in authority, and consequently that Mr. Zenger
had offended in a most notorious and gross manner in
"
who," said
scandalizing his Excellency our Governor,
the counsel, " is the kings immediate representative, and
of
Mr.
this
Hamilton
remagistrate
province."
supreme
Hon.

tions taken

marked in his reply, that we are charged with printing a
certain ./a/.ite, malicious, seditious, and scandalous libel.
The word false must have some meaning or else how
came it there? and he put the case, whether if tho
;

information had been for printing a certain true libel,
would that be the same thing. " And to show the
court that I am in good earnest," said he, " I will agree
that if he can prove the facts charged upon us to bo
false, I will own them to be scandalous, seditious, and
a libel." He then further offered that, to save the
prosecution the trouble of proving the papers to bo
To
false, the defendant would prove them to be true.
this Chief Justice De Lancey objected, " You cauni.t
be admitted to give the truth of a libel in evidence
the law is clear that you cannot justify a libel." Mr.
Hamilton maintained that leaving the court to determine whether the words were libelous or not rendered
''
" It was
in
true," he said,
juries useless, or worse.
times past it was a crime to speak truth, and in that
terrible court of Star Chamber many worthy and brave
men suffered for so doing; and yet even in that court
and in those bad times a great and good man durst say,
what I hope will not be taken amiss in me to say in
'
Tlie practice of information for
this place, to wit
libels is a sword in the hands of a wicked king and an
arrant coward to cut down and destroy the innocent.
:

:

—
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The Benevolent

Institutions

of

New York are

numerous, and comprehend measures

Those under the direct charge of the
for the relief of nearly every variety of human suffering.
institutions
of like character are under
noticed.
The
of
other
been
have
greater
part
already
city
the management of companies incorporated for limited and special objects. Prominent among these
are the hospitals and dispensaries, affording relief to every class of the sick and distressed. Up to
1857, at these various institutions, 179,377 persons had been vaccinated 1,666,559 patients had
;

The Legislature usually appropriates money
Several of the more important of the benevolent institutions
by the State, among which are the Deaf and Dumb Asylum,^

been treated; and 8297,761.60 had been expended.
to several of these institutions.^

are supported wholly, or in part,
the Institution for the Blind, and the Society for the Reformation of Juvenile Delinquents.
his high station, and the
other dare not, because of his want of courage, defend
himself in another manner.' " The jury, after a short
consultation, returned a verdict of not guilty, to the
great mortification of the court and of Zenger's persecutors, but with great satisfaction to the people. Such
was the struggle which the press had to maintain only
one hundred years ago, and only forty years before the
Kevolution gave to its freedom the sanction of Government and the impress of authority. Introduction to
the Nat. History of the State by Win. H. Seward.
New York Evening Post was commenced in 1746, but was
soon discontinued.
New York Mercury was commenced by Hugh Gaine, and
continued by him 31 years. It was discontinued at the
close of the Revolutionary War.
New York Oazettt was commenced in 1759 by Wm. Wyman.
It continued irregularly until 1767, when it was discontinued.
Anurican Chronicle was commenced by S. Farley in 1761,
and was discontinued the next year.
New York Packet was commenced in 1763. It had only a

The one cannot, because of

—

The
The
The

Tht
The

brief existence.
Tlie

New

The

New

York Journal and General Advertiser was commenced
by John Holt.
York Chronicle was commenced in 1768 by Alexander
and James Robertson, and continued until 1772.
Mivington's New York Gazetteer; or. The Omnecticztt, New Jersey,
Hudson's Miver, and Quebec Weekly Advertiser, was
commenced in 1773 by James Rivington. This paper
in 1766

appeared during the Revolution as
Gazette, semi-w., published by "James Rivington,

The Royal

New

printer to the king's most excellent majesty."
York Packet and American Advertiser was commenced in
1776 by Samuel Loudon. No other papers appeared in

New York

until the close of the war.
For list of papers since the Revolution, see p. 442.
1 The N'ew York
Hospital, founded in 1770, was incorp. June
It has two very
13, 1771, and is under the care of 26 governors.
extensive establishments, the hospital proper, upon Broadway,
'

—

between Worth and Duane Sts., and the Bloomiugdale Lunatic
Asylum, on 117th St. near 10th Avenue. The first hospital,
built in 177.3-75. Wiis burned. A new one was soon after begun,
and while still unfinished was occupied by British and Hessian
troops for barracks, and it was not finally opened for patients
until Jan. 3, 1791. On the 14th of March, 1806, the Legislature
enacted that $12,500 should be given to the hospital annually
for 50 years, on condition that apartments for various forms and
degrees of insanity should be prepared, and that an annual report be made to the Legislature, The sum thus appropriated
was to be chargeable upon duties on auction sales. In 1801 a
lying-in ward was opened, and continued 20 years. In 1806 the
lunatic department w.as organized, and one of the buildings of
the present hospital was erected; but in 1816 a change of site
was authorized. A library was founded in 1796, and a pathological cabinet inlsjtO; but a suitable building was not provided
for the latter until 1^56. In 1S53 a new and spacious building,
8. of the main hospital, was erected, upon a plan the most perfect
that experience could devise. It was finished in 1855, at a cost
of $140,103.92. Clinical instruction, both medical and surgical,

has long been given and two operating theatres have been provided for this purpose. The hospital on Broadway is now limited
to the receiving of cases of sudden injuries from accident, and
non-contagious diseases in which there is prospect of improvement ; and it is not intended for the support of the incurable,
or to supply in any sense the place of a poorhouse. Those received are either supported giatuitously, or pay at a rate barely
sufiicient to defray cost of support. The former constitute abojit
40 per cent, of the entire number treated. Seamen are received
and their expenses are paid wholly or in part from the hospital
money paid by the U. S. Government. From Feb. 1, 1792, to
1856, 106,111 patients had been received, of whom 77,390 had
been cured and 4,768 relieved. Of the 10,893 who died, many
were brought in from the street in a dying condition. Nearly
;

4,000

now

receive the benefits of the hospital yearly.

The Lunatic Asylum, in 1818, was located at Bloomingdale.
A building was commenced May 7, 1818, and was opened to
patients in June. 1821. The plan comprehends a center building 211 by 60 feet, with 2 detached wings. A wing for the violoat insane male patients was built in 1S30, and another for the

like class of females in 1837, making the whole cost, up to 1839,
$200,000. In 1854 two spacious 2 story brick buildings were
erected, at a cost of $52,000. From Blay, 1821, to Jan. 1856,
4,182 patients were received here, of whom 1,911 were cured,
851 improved, and 471 died. The grounds have an extent of
about 40 acres, and are finely adapted to outdoor exercise in fine
weather. The annual expense of both institutions is about $146,000.
St. Vincent's Hospital, at 102 and 104 E. 13th St., was established by, and is under the care ot^ Sisters of Charity.
St. Luke's Hospital is located at the corner of 5th Avenue and
54th St. The building was erected in 1854, and is designed to

accommodate 230
Jews' Hosjntal

patients.

is

on W. 2Sth

St.,

between 7th and 8th Avenues,

society was formed and a building erected in 1864. The
hospital has received a bequest of $20,000 from the late Mr.
Touro, of New Orleans.
Woman's Hospital, on Madison Avenue, was established in
Feb. 1855, by Dr. J. Marion Sims, and incorp. April 18, 1857,
under 27 governors.
A^ew York Eye and Ear Infirmary. &t the comer of 2d Avenue
and 13th St., was incorp. March 29, 1822. The present building
was completed in 1856, at a cost of $41,252.39, including the lot.
It has usually received appropriations from the city and State,
Previous to 1856, 51,580 persons had received treatment in the
institution.

The

New York Ophthalmic Hospital, on Stuyvesant St., was incorp, April 21, 1S52, and opened May 25 following. A course
of lectures upon diseases of the eye is delivered annually.
The Children's Hospital, on E. 61st St., near Lexington
Avenue, was established for the cure of poor children otherwise
destitute of aid. It is under the care of an association of ladies.
New Asylum for Lying-in Women, at 85 Marion St., is under
the care of lady managers.
The New York Dispensary, on White, comer of Center St.,
was established in 1790, and incorp. April 8, 1795. It supplies
the district s. of a line passing through Spring, Broadway, 14th,
1st Avenue, Allen, and Pike Sts.
The Eastern Dispensary, at 74 Ludlow St., was incorp. April
It supplies the district E. of the latter and s. of 14th St,
25, 1832.
The Northern Dispensary, on Christopher, corner of 6th St,,
was incorp, Nov, 28, 1828, and opened in 1829, Its district lies
w. of Broadway, between Spring and 23d Sts.

The Demilt Dispensary, on the corner of 23d St. and 2d
Avenue, was incorp. May 7, 1851. It was founded upon the bequest of Miss Demilt, and cost about .?30,000. Its district is E,
of 5th Avenue, between 14th and 40th Sts.
North Western Dispensary, at 511 8th Avenue, was incorp.
May 20, 1852, Its district is w, of 5th Avenue, between 23d and
60th Sts,

The German Dispensary, at 132 New Canal
in Jan, 1857,

St,,

was organized

Professors of the College of Physicians serv

and have distributed the labor into divisions.
The Homeopathic Dispettsary,a,t 59 Bond St., was established
in 1855 by Dr. Otto Fullgraff, and is supported entirely by private
gratuitously,

subscription.

2 The New York Institution
for the Deaf and Dumb was inIt was located
corp. April 15, 1817, and opened May 12, 1818.
in the " New City Hall" until 1839, when it was removed to E.
50th St., corner of 4th Avenue, the premises now occupied by
Columbia College. It there remained until the wants of the
institution required more ample accommodations and the
growth of the city suggested a retreat from the 'approaching
A fine tract of nearly 40 acres at Fanwood,
pres.sure of business.

—

St., was accordingly purchased, and
the erection of buildings was commenced in 1853. They are in
the aggregate 650 feet in length, and cover 2 acres. The institution has accommodations for 450 pupils. The work was sufficiently advanced to justify removal toward the close of 1856.
The cost greatly exceeded the estimate and under an act of
April, 1857, the institution was assumed by the State, with all
the property connected therewith. Pupils are received from
every co. of the State, and to a limited extent from New Jersey,
It is strictly an educational institution, and is designed to impart a useful amount of literary instruction, and the knowledge
of some mechanical operation by which to gain support. Dr.
Harvey P. Peet has been for many years President of the Insti-

on the Hudson, on 164th

;

tution.

The New York Instiiution for the Blind, incorp. April 21, 1831,
was opened March 15, 1832, principally through the inflneooa
of Dr. Samuel Akerly, Samuel Wood, and Dr. John D. Kusi. A
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New York

has a large number of charitable corporations chiefly dependent upon
and their management is highly creditable to those who have
private subscriptions for support
bestowed their time and money for the relief of the suffering and friendless. Several of these
have received aid from the State and the city in their organization and support.^
city of

;

school with 6 pupils wa8 opened May 19, 1832, at 47 Mercer St.,
under Dr. Russ. By the aid of fairs and donations from individuals and the city, a piece of ground and huildings on 8th
Avenue were obtained of James Boorman at a nominal rent,
with a covenant to sell. An instructor in the mechanic arts
was procured, and Dec. 2, 1833, the first public exhibition was
held at the City Hall. The success in teaching from raised
letters and characters, the proficiency of the 16 pupils in reading,
geography, arithmetic, and especially in music, and the skill of
their workmanship in mats, mattresses, and baskets, excited
great interest. ITie present site, between 8th and 9th Avenues
and 33d and 34th Sts., was purchased of Mr. Boorman at a reduction of more than $10,000 below what it could have been
sold for; and on the 30th of April, 1836, $12,000 was given by the
State, conditioned to the raising of $8,000 more by the managers.
In 1839 $15,000 was given to erect buildings. Annual reports
are made to the State Legislature. State pupils have been
received since 1834; and for many years the institution has
received pupils from New Jersey. The site, originally beyond
the improved portion of the city, is now in the midst of a densely
settled quarter, and the square which it occupies is valued at
$400,000. The managers are endeavoring to obtain leave to sell
and erect new buildings on the upper part of the island. The
proceeds of the sale would, it is believed, procure new and
superior premises without other aid. The institution now has
200 pupils, and employs 11 blind instructors and assistants. The
manual trades taught are broom, mat, bandbox, and mattress
making and needle work. Musical instruction is received with
great facility by the blind; and with those that evince decided
talent it often becomes a means of support. Those of proper age
are instructed in the common and higher branches of English
education; and the number of books with raised characters now
prepared for the blind is quite extensive, including the entire
Bible, and volumes upon almost every branch of useful learning.
The New York Juvenile Asylum is intended to secure the
maintenance and promote the welfare of children under 14 years
of age who may be in destitute circumstances. This asylum
was incorp. June 30, 1S51. Its office is located at 23 W. 13th St.,
and its temporary asylum is at the foot of E. .50th St. A permanent asylum, erected on 175th St., near High Bridge, was
epened April 2, 1856. This society takes children between 7
and 14 intrusted to it by parents, guardians, or other competent authority, and affords them the means of a moral and
A fund originally of $50,000, and afterindustrial education.
ward of $20,000 in addition, was raised by subscription and to
this $40,000 was added by the city. The total number sent
to the house of reception up to Jan. 1859, was 4,893.
Several
companies of children are sent annually to the Western States,
to be indeutured to farmers and others, under the direction of
a judicious person. Children are also bound out in the city
and vicinity as occasion offers. An act of March 25, 1856, directed a sum not exceeding $75 per annum to be levied by tax
and paid to this asylum for each child committed by the city
and supported by the society, and gave $20,000 toward the
erection of a new house of reception on 13th St. The edifice is
now nearly completed.
TAs Society for the Preventinn of Pauperism, formed Dec. 16,
1817; after promoting the establishment of the first Savings Bank
and other institutions of public utility, resolved itself into
The Society for the Heformaticm of Juvenile Delinquents, Dec.
19, 1823, and measures were taken to caiTy the purpose implied
by the name into effect. An act of incorporation was obtained
March 29, 1824; and, having in that year raised $17,000 and
obtained possession of the U. S. Arsenal near Madison Square,
the establishment was opened Jan 1, 1825, with 9 inmates. This
place was burned in 18.39, and the location changed to a building
on the East River at the foot of 23d St., erected for a fever hosIn 1851 the society exchanged a parcel of land it pospital.
sessed on Wards Island for about 36 acres on the s. end of Randalls Island, where the corner stone of a new building was laid
Nov. 24, 1852, by the Mayor. The buildings were opened Nov.
The male department will consist of a central build24, 18.54.
ing and 4 wings, of which 2 are parallel to the front of the
center building, and form tojrether with it a front of 590 ft. upon
the river. The other two wings are to radiate from the center
of the rear at angles of 60°; they have not yet been erected.
The arrangement admits of the necessary classification and
;

embraces every modern improvement. A workshop 3 stories
high and 30 by 100 ft. is erected in the rear of each of the front
wings. The female department, when completed, will be on a
plan similar to the other, of 250 ft. front, and otherwise proportioniiUy smaller. With the refuse stone obtained in excavation
and grading, a sea wall was built out to low water mark ; and
some seven acres were thus added to the grounds. The entire
cost, including the filtin;^ up, to Nov. 1WJ4, was $310,441.15, of

which $14,199.39 had been fir the Female Department. The
whole number of inmates from its first opening to 1S59 was
7,650; and at the beginning of that year it contained 463 boys
and 77 girls. A female deipartment is now in course of building,

and when complete will afford to the whole a capacity for 1,000
inmates. Juvenile offenders from the several counties have be«B
as follows
:

—
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Numerous

upon the principle of mutual support, all
means from fixed conti-ibutions of members. The number of these is very
great, including many which are limited to particular nationalities and to certain mechanical or
other occupations.^ The city has a large number of religious associations and societies for the promotion of morality, some national or cosmopolitan in their field of operation, and others local in
While some of these oppose vice and wrong in their widest sense, others restrict
their range.
institutions of beneficence are established

of which derive their

—

their efforts to narrower limits of labor
their

There are

members.

and concentrate upon a single object the united

at present about

290 churches in the city of

Children's Aid Society, office No. 11 Clinton Hall, Astor Place,
was formed in 1853. It has for its object to provide homes and
employment for destitute children, and, to a limited extent, for
adults of both sexes. Up to 1858 it had provided homes for
3,676. In 1857 it sent 468 boys, 200 girls, 28 men, and 37 women
to other States. It had opened 6 industrial schools, with a total
of 968 pupils, maintained a lodginghouse for newsboys and
peddlers, at a low charge, and another one for girls, and had

under its direction several boys' meetings and libraries. Its
annual expenses are about $15,000, not including a large amount
of gratuitous services.
New York Association for Improving the Condition of the Poor
was formed in 1843, and incorp. Dec. 6, 1848. Its object is to
afford temporary relief to such as do not come within the sphere
of other existing charities, and to elevate the physical and moral
condition of the indigent. To discountenance indiscriminate

almsgiving and street begging,

it inquires through its visitors
into the merits of applications, and for this end has a supervisory council of 5 to each ward, and as many visitors as maybe
needed. It is supported by annual donations and collections,
and in the year ending Oct. 14, 1^57, expended $41,480.88.
The American Bible Society, formed May, 1816, as a national
institution, claims notice in this place from the spacious and
elegant edifice which it has erected. This structure occupies
tJireefourths of an acre, and is nearly triangular, extending
198 ft. on 4th Avenue, 202 ft. on 8th St., 96 ft. on 3d Avenue, and
2-32 ft. on 9th St., with a court within.
It cost nearly $300,000,
and contains the offices of numeroiis religious and denominational societies. Its manufactory of Bibles and Testaments, when
in full operation, employs 600 persons. A City Bible Society was
formed several years before the one above noticed and numerous kindred associations have been formed at different periods.
1 Of this class are Masonic, Odd
Fellows, and other secret societies who possess funds for the relief of the sick, the support
of widows and orphans, and the burial of the dead. Others,
limited to particular occupations, some of which have been discontinued, have been chiefly as follows
The Marine Society of New Tork was created by patent April
It has for its principal object to collect moneys, by
12, 1770.
admission fees and yearly dues of members, for the relief of the
widpws and orphans of seamen. Up to 1826 it liad distributed
$88,100 for these objects. Its meetings are held at the United
States Hotel, corner of Pearl and Fulton Sts. and its chief importance now arises ffom the circumstance that its president is
one of the trustees of the Sailors' Snug Harbor, on Staten Island.
The importance of that noble trust will serve to perpetuate this
;

:

New

efforts

of

York.''

The Welsh Society were formed. These were merged in the
Saint David's Benefit Society, which is still continued.
Siint Patrick's S'ciety and the

Hibemia Provident

Society of the City of New

Tork were formed

in April, 1807.
Sai7it

Andrew's Society (Scotch) was formed in 1756.

Its anni-

versary is Nov. 30.
Caledonia Society of the City of New Tork was formed April 6,
1807.

Snnt George's Society is a society of English.
Saint Nicholas Society (Dutch) is chiefly composed of the descendants of the old Dutch colonists.
Neil} England Society holds its anniversary Dec. 22.
Besides these, there are and have been a great number of societies and unions, particularly among the German, Irish, 1 talian,
and other foreign classes, and among the Jews and other denominations, concerning which it is difficult to procure full statistics,
or even the names. The " George Clinton Society," " Washington
Benevolent Society," " Tammany Society," or " Columbian Order," (the latter founded in 1805, and still existing,) are among
those memorable for their political influence; the "Society of
Cincinnati," for its Revolutionary associations, and the " Wilberforce Philanthropic Society," " Manumission Society" of 1785,
"Society for the Relief of Imprisoned Debtors," and a great variety
of others, for their labors in the field of charities, but which have
disappeared with the abuses they combated, and tlieir elements
re-organized under other names, for new labors which tlie misfortimes, vices, and crimes of mankind are constantly providing.
2 The
followng table contains some of the principal statistics
of the churches in the city. The dates of first churches in the
several denominations are given upon the authority of Greenleaf's History of the Churches of New York.
The lists given
by that author include several societies not owning church
edifices, on which account the numbers are larger than those of
the census
:

—

—
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;

society.

The New Tork Nautical Society was established in 1820, for
charitable purposes and the promotion of useful improvements.
Its members were those who had been shipmasters or commanders of vessels.
The New York Witirman's Society was formed in 1825. for benevolent purposes and the promotion of useful improvements in
navigation. It is supposed to have been discontinued.
The Pilot's Charitable Society was formed in 1817, for benevolent and charitable purposes.
The Humane Society was formed in 1787.
Tlie Association for the Kelief of Disabled Firemen is a charity
devoted to the objects expressed in its title.
General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen wa-s incorp.
March 14, 1792.
The Mutual Benefit Society and the
Mutual Aid Society of the City of New Tork are now extinct.
Tht House Carpenters' Society ; the
New Tork Society of Journeymen Sfiipwrights ; the
; and the
Benevolent Society are charitable associations, from which
returns.
ifavlmttan Provident Society of the City of New Tork was

Provident Society

we have no

lormed Nov.

17, 1708.

Friendly Society of the Toiun ;/ Harlem was formed Feb. 10,
1809.

New

Tork Masons' Society was formed Feb. 20, 1807.
Saint David's Benevolent Society (Welsh) was formed in 1800.

was soon discontinued.
Albion Benevolent Society was formed about 1800.
It was
soon discontinued.
Ancient Britons' Benefit Society was formed about 1805, from
the two latter, and incorp. Feb. 27, 1807. It continued until
183.5, when the
Saint David's Benefit d Benevolent Society was formed. It
iivided 3 years after and in .Ian. 1S41,
Saint David's Benefit Society and
It

;

African Methodist
Associate Presbyterian
Associate Reformed Presbyterian

1801

6

Baptist.Calvinistic Methodist

1724

4
29

6

31«

38«

3

3
2

other
Christian
Congregational
Congregational Methodist..

2

1829
1804

5

1

1

1
5

7

Evangelical Lutheran
Free Will Baptist
Friends

Jews
Methodist Episcopal

Moravian
Presbyterian
Primitive Methodist
Protestant Episcopal
Protestant Methodist
Reformed Covenanters
Reformed Protestant Dutch
Roman Catholic"
Second Advent
Seventh Day Baptist
Swedenborgian or New

Jerusalem

Total.

15

10»

1
1

Disciples

Unitarian
Universalist
United Covenanters
Wesleyan Methodist
Other churches

2
32"

and

1663

7

1

4
9
25

1703
1706
1766
1748
1716
1829
1664

4
10
31

1

1

1

38
1
41

44

33

2
16
16

1626
1783

4
10
33

3
17

32
2
43

21
10

1

1

49
2

43

51

"4

1
5
31

17
19

22
24
2
1

29
1
1

2

1808
1819
1796

2

4
4
4

isi'i

11

218

254

249

288

63

These numbers may include churches olher than those
termed common or '-('lose Comnuinion" Baptists.
»
'

Several of these bt'came Pre.sbyterian.

«

Father Jogues, a Jesuit, was the

first

Roman Catholic

priest
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city exert

an important influence upon

the intellectual condition of the people. Many of the libraries are extensive and are provided with
ample accommodations for the preservation and care of the books and for the convenience of
students.^

The population

of Nevf

York has increased with great rapidity

since the

commencement

of the

Caughnawaga, Sept. 100 ft., adjoining the library, upon which has been erected a
The first religious ser- building similar to the first, the two forming the most spacious
library rooms in America. The buildings will contain 200,000
about 17S1-82. The first church was built in 17SG, and named volumes, and half that number are already in the lihr:iry.
St. Peter.
Its chief benefactorwas Charles III., King of Spsiin, This noble institution is situated on La Fayette Place, in a q-iiet

in

New

York.

He

suffered

martyrdom

27, 1642, at the hands of the Iroquois.
vices of this Church were held by Fat her

at

Farmer, of Philadelphia,

quarter of the city, and is open to all without charge. Books
$10,000.
The first church edifice was erected near the Fort, in 1633, are not allowed to be taken from the rooms. The trustees are
and in 1642 was superseded by one built of stone within the required to report annually to the Legislature.
Xlit Printers'' Free. Library, located at No. 3 Chambers St.,
Fort. The Reformed Dutch Church retained the ascendency
until 1664, when the chapel in the Fort was devoted to the was founded in 1823 ty the New York Typographical Society,
of prop- for the benefit of thoso employed in printing and binding books.
received
in
formed
service.
grants
1697,
Trinity,
English
It has 3,500 volumes.
erty from the Government, which by the subsequent growth
Ttie Apprentices' Library, at Mechanics' Hall, 472 Broadway
of the city have become enhanced in value beyond parallel in
near Grand St., is free to apprentices, and open to journeymen
consiare
revenues
world.
Its
usually
America, if not in the
dered adequate not only for the support of its several chapels upon payment of $1 annually. It numbers 16,000 volumes.
The Libraries of the City Corporation, of Columbia College, of
and other edifices of worship, but for aiding liberally the poorer
churches of this denomination throughout the country. Its the Free Academy, of the several hospitals, of the medical colof the theological seminaries, of the Bible Societies, and
inbe
in
a
few
will
leges,
greatly
years
income, already very large,
creased as leases at a low rate for long periods expire and the of several other institutions, are extensive, and some of them
valuable in their several departments.
are
of
the
ColThe
for
lease.
offered
is
very
property
again
property
T)ie Vftoper Institute, a fine edifice of brownstone, covers an
legiate Dutch Church is also of great value, and surpassed only
block
between 3d and 4th Avenues and 7th and Sth
Presentire
Revolution
the
the
Church.
that
of
During
Trinity
by
It was erected by Peter Cooper, Esq., at a cost of
byterian and Dutch Churches were used by the British as riding Streets.
to promote the advancement of science and a know
a
few
Within
for
other
and
$300,000,
military
purposes.
schools, prisons,
of the useful arts. The first and second stories are to be
years most of the church buildings in the lower part of the city ledge
have been sold, their sites occupied for commercial purposes, rented and the avails devoted to the expenses of the establishIn the basement is a lecture room, 125 ft. by 82 ft.,
ment.
have
been
and costly edifices of great architectural beauty
and 21 ft. high. The three upper stories are arranged for
erected " up town."
1 The New York
in
was
first
started
1700,
purposes of instruction, and contain a very large hall, with a
Library Society
when Rev. John Sharp, chaplain of Lord Bellemont, gave a col- gallery designed ultimately as a free public exchange. A school
of design is in operation in these rooms, and is attended by some
of
New
York."
be
the
Public
to
of
books
lection
styled
Library
The society was inccrp. in 17.52, and was organized under its 50 young ladies under instruction in engraving, lithographic
scattered
The
was
in
name
1754.
during drawing, and painting. The design of this institution is emilibrary
mostly
present
the Revolution but its charter was revived Feb. 18, 1789, and nently creditable to the enlightened views of its munificent
the books as (kr as possible were recollected. It was at first projector, and will associate his name with those who have done
arts and desen'ed well of mankind.
The
kept in the City Hall. In 1793 it was removed to a buUding in much for the useful
Nassau St., afterward to Chambers St., and in 1840 to a new building is known as "The Union," and, in accordance with an
in
it
has
been
of
trustees.
act
of
placed
charge
February 17, 1857,
building corner of Broadway and Leonard Sts. It was afterThe American Institute, was incorp. May 29, 1829, for the purward moved to the Bible House, and in 1857 to its present
and promoting domestic industry in this
quarters. University Place, between 12th and 13th Sts. The pose of encouraging
in agriculture, commerce, manulibrary building is a fine edifice, and the library now contains State and the United States,
It aims to promote these objects by an
factures, and the arts.
40,000 vols.
Tfte New York Historical Society was organized Dec. 10, 1804, annual exhibition of machines and manufactures, the awarding
and incorp. Feb. 10, 1809. After occupying rooms many years of premiums, and the formation of a repository of models and
in the New York University Buildings, it was removed in 1857 a library of books relating to the useful arts; and for this purto a new, fireproof building on 2d Avenue, corner of 11th St., pose it may hold property producing an income of $30,000 per
which was dedicated Nov. 17 of that year. This society pos- annum. It has connected with its org.inization a farmers' club,
sesses a library of 30,000 voluhies, particularly rich in historical which holds monthly meetings, and occasional cattle shows,
works and manuscripts, a choice gallery of paintings and collec- plowing, and spading matches, as its officers may direct. Tho
tion of antiquities, coins, medals, and charts.
Among its collec- annual fairs of the Institute were formerly held at Castle Gartions are a series of large tablets of Assyrian sculpture, the gift den, but in 1857 were transferred to the Crystal Palace, where
of James Lenox, Esq. Under a special act of April 12, 1856, its 30th fair was prematurely ended by the burning of the
the premises were made exempt from sale on execution, and the Palace Oct. 5, 1858. The amount awarded for premiums from
law is so framed that the society's property cannot be encum- 1835 to 1867, both inclusive, has been distributed as follows:
bered by mortgage. Regular meetings of the society are held
18.35, $779.00
on the first Tuesday of each month.

who gave

|

'•

;

—

The Mercantile Library Association, at Clinton Hall, Astor
Place, was organized in 1820, and has a library, reading room,
lecture room, and cabinet. It was originallj' intended for the
use of merchants' clerks, but is now accessible to all. Its
library, especially full in periodicals, numbers 55.000 volumes;
and the association has about 4,500 members. It formerly occupied the premises of Old Clinton Hall, on Beekman St., near
the Park.

New

York

Law Institute, founded

through the exertions of the

late Chancellor Kent, was formed in 1828 and incorp. Feb. 22,
1830. It contains about 6.500 volumes, forming one of the most
valuable and perfect collections of the kind in the United States.
It is located at 45 Chambers St., to which place it was removed
in 1855. Membership is confined to counsellors, solicitors, and
attorneys. Judges of the Federal and State Courts, and strangers generally, are allowed to visit and use the library.
The Mechanics' Institute, located at No. 20 4th Avenue, was
incorp. April 24, 1833. Its objects are to diffuse knowledge
among the mechanical classes, to found lectures on natural,

mechanical, and chemical philosophy, and scientific subjects,
It has established
to open schools, and hold annual fairs.
classes in modeling, machinery, architecture, and ornamental
a
of
lectures,
reading room, and a
drawing, a winter course
library of 6,000 volumes, all of which are free to mechanics,
of
the
and
city.
apprentices
workingmen,
Tlie Astor Library was founded upon a bequest of $400,000
made by John .Jacob Astor in his will, Aug. 22, 18.39. Its trustees organized in May, 1848, ami employed Dr. Joseph G. Cogswell to visit Europe for the purchase of books. On the 10th of
Dec. 1849, they adopted a plan for an edifice, 120 by 65 ft.,
which was opened to the public Feb. 1, 1854. On the 31st of
Oct. 1856, Wm. B. Astor presented to the trustees a lot, 80 by
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present century.^ The completion of the Erie Canal gave an impetus to its gro-wth and greatly
increased its business transactions. The commerce of the city, without a parallel on the Western
The
continent, has already been noticed in the general article upon the commerce of the State.
financial institutions are of a

number and magnitude commensurate with

its

wants as the great

center of commercial wealth in the nation.''

The manufactures

of the city form one of the most important branches of the industry of the

They embrace nearly every variety of article produced in the civilized world, and the
The last State census reported 2,424 manufacturing
aggregate capital employed is very great.
In single instances the capital invested exceeds a million of dollars, and the
establishments.
number of persons dependent upon these large establishments for employment extends to several
The above estimate does not profess to include the minor trades, in which little is inhundred.
vested beyond an industrial education and a small stock of implements and materials, but which
A large number of manufacturing establishments
in the aggregate amount to considerable sums.
inhabitants.

legitimately belonging to the city are located in the several suburban places for economy of rent
and for room ; and if these were added to those located in the city the aggregate would probably

be nearly equal to that of the most noted manufacturing

Tlie Public Buildings

New York

cities of

Europe.

them elegant and substantial structures, combining strength and durability with architectural beauty.
Among the most noted of
these is the U. S. Custom House, the Merchants' Exchange, and the City Hall.'
of

are

minor places of amusement, generally of a special character
and devoted to exhibitions of art, curiosities, and other objects
of artraction. The first theater in New York was opened in
Nassau

St. Sept. 17, 1753,

and the

first

play acted was

"The

Conscious Lovers."

Population at various periods.
1756
4.937
1.3.046 1825
21,862 1830
4,375 1771
18.35
1790
3.3,131
7,248
1800
60,489 1840
8,622
96,373 1845
10,6&4 1810
1814
11.717
95,519 18.50
123,706 1855
13,294 1820

1698
1703.

1723
17.31

1737
1746
1749„
- 'lliere

are

now

5 incorporated

and 49

free

166,086
197,112
268.089
312,710
371.223
515,547
629,810

banks

in

New

Tork

City, which together presented tlie following total aggregate of resources in their quarterly returns of March 12, 1859
:

—

$68,.324,657

Capital

Notes in circulation
Profits

Dde banks
Due individuals and corp. other than banks
Due Treasurer of State of New York
Due depositors on demand
Other sums due
Total liabilities
Loans and discounts

7,845,947
6,640,888
27,251,889
531,061
119,822
80,679,650

471.666
191,86.5;843

123,983,075
59,467
5,357,188
4,119,438
3,281,632
5.967,164

Over-dr.afts

Due from banks
Due from directors
Due from brokers
Real estate
Specie

25,068,1.32

Cash items
Stocks and promissory notes
Bonds and mortgagPS.„
Bills of solvent banks
Loss and expense account

17,481,781
12,020.306
523,869
1,02.3,402

372,920
Total resources
191,865,643
There are 16 savings banks in the city, with an aggregate
amount of $36,S04,419 on deposit, and with $38,757,860 in

resources.— iJcport of Supt.
Doc., No. 87.

Bank Department

1859; Assem.

movement toward a savings bank was made Nov.
29, 1816, when at a public meetin;:; the plan was discussed and
approved. The first deposits were made July 3, 1819. and
vrithin six months $153,378.31 had been deposited by 1,527 perBons, and of this sum J6,606 had been withdrawn. Up to 1857,
$47,530,067.61 had been deposited in these institutions. They
owe their origin to the Society for the Prevention of Pauperism.
The

first

—

Cbmmon Oouncd Manual,

1858, p. 624.

The Clearing House AxsociaMon was formed Oct. 1, 1853, for
the purpose of facilitating the settlements of banks with each
ocher. Its office is on Wall, comer of William St. The arrangements are so perfected that the entire daily settlements
«f ail the banks in their immense transactions with each other
are made in six minutes. The whole amount of bank funds
which passed through this institution up to Aug. 31, 1858, was
$30,675,9.13,556.66 ; and during that period so perfect has been
the system of balances that the error of one cent has never
teen made.
Fire Insurance Cnmpnnie*, to the number of 75, with an aggregate capital of $17,654,000, are located in the city.

Besides

many

of

a large number of agencies for companies in other
and in foreign countries are established iu the city. The
of capital invested in marine, life, and other insurance
companies is not known, as no general reports are published.
A list of these companies is elsewhere given. There are also
several trust companies, with large capital, and a very great
number of companies, associations, and individuals engaged in
the business of banking and exchange, of which no st-itistics
these,

States

amount

are attainable.

The Chamber of Commerce was instituted in
by patent March 13, 1770. It probably owes

1768, and incorp.
its origin to the
necessity felt toward the close of the colonial period, of concerted action to protect the interests of trade against the usurpations of the British Government. Its rights were confirmed
April 13, 1784, and it has since continued in operation without
material interruption. Its objects are to adjust disputes and
establish equitable rules concerning trade, and to operate upon
public sentiment in the procuring of such acts and regulations
as the commercial interests require. Within a short time it
has commenced the formation of a library of statistical and

commercial works, and opened rooms sufficiently ample and
convenient for the wants of the association. Its first report

was published in 1859.
3 The Custom
House, located on Wall

St., on the site of the old
Federal Hall, is a marble structure, in the Greek order of architecture, with a Doric portico at each end. It has a marble roof,
and is fireproof throughout. It was commenced in May, lS34,
and finished in May, 1841, at a cost of $950,000.
The Merchants' Exchange, on Wall St., built of Quincy granite,
is 171 by 144 ft., and 77 feet high.
portico in front is sup-

A

ported by 18 Ionic columns, 38 feet high, each formed of a single
stone weighing 45 tons. The rotunda is 80 ft. in diameter and
80 ft. hish. The building is owned by an incorporated company,
and cost over $1,000,000.
The City Hall, on the Park, is 216 by 105 ft., with two stories
and a high basement. It is built in the Italian style, and is
fiiced with marble except on the north side. It was begun Sept.
26, 1803, and finished in 1812, at a cost of over half a million of
dollars. The upper story and cupola were burned Aug. 17, 1858,
and have since been rebuilt. It is occupied by the Common
Council, County Clerk, and various city and county offices. The
first City Hall, built in 1698, stood on the piesent site of the
Custom House, at the head of Broad St.
The Hall of Records, on the Park, is chiefly interesting from
It was formerly the debtors' prison,
its historical associations.
and in the Revolution it was the prison into which American
prisoners were crowded, and from which great numbers were
In 1832 it was a cholera hospital. The
taken to execution.
pillars upon the ends are of modern origin.
The Rotunda, on the Park, was built by John Vanderlyn in
1818, for the exhibition of panoramic views, and is now an office
of tlie Almshouse. It reverted to the city at the expiration of a
ten years' lease.
The Halls of Justice, or " TJie Tomhs," on Center St., is a structure built of Maine gninite, in the Eg^'ptian style of arch;t( cture.
It is a hollow square, 252 by 200 ft., with a large central building.
It was erected in 1838. Executions take place in the open courts

within

its

walls.

The New Armory, or Down-Torwn Arsmal^ corner of White and
It is built of blue
Sts., is 131 by 84 ft. and 2 stories high.
stone, and is supplied with narrow windows for easy defense

Elm

against mobs. It is ustd as a receptacle fur a part of the artillery
of the Ist Division N. Y. State Militia, and as u drill room.
An arsenal was bnilt by the State a few years since, on ground
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The Commercial Buildings and Private Residences

of

New York

are

many

scale of great magnificence. The first of these are built of marble or a beautiful kind
of brownstone ; and in the upper part of the city are numerous streets which for miles present un-

them on a

of

Within the past few years a great improvement has taken
lines of palatial residences.
in size and eleof
the
commercial
in
the
character
buildings erected, and many of them now
place
gance have no superiors in the world.^

broken

The Bay
East India

New York was

of

by Henry Hudson, then in the employ of the Dutch
was made upon Manhattan Island by a company of
the West India Co., in 1612 but no permanent agricultural

first

discovered

A

settlement

Co., Sept. 12, 1609.

Dutch traders, under the auspices of
;
30 families of Walloons from the Flemish frontiers,
occupation began until 1623. During this year
and a number of domestic animals, were sent over to form the nucleus for the permanent occupation of the country. SarahdeRapalje.achild of one of these families, born soon after their arrival,
the first white child born in New York. In 1626, Peter Minuet, the first Dutch Governor of
the colony, purchased Manhattan Island of the natives for $24, and during the same year he caused
new fort was begun in 1633 and was
a fort surrounded by cedar palisades to be erected.
finished 2 years after.^ The Colony of New Netherlands increased slowly but in 1652 a feud arose
between the company and settlers, which continued during the entire period of the Dutch occupaThe interest of the company was solely to make money by their operations and they purtion.
the exercise of an arbitrary power and without any regard to the prosperity
sued their

was

A

;

;

object

by

This controversy tended greatly to develop democratic sentiments in the hearts of
the people, and prepared them for the events which subsequently happened. In 1664 the colony
fell into the hands of the English, and a new immigration took place, which materially changed
in 1686, secured
the character of the population.
city charter, granted in 1652 and confirmed
since uninterruptedly enjoyed by the people, and formed the basis of all
of the

of the settlers.

A

many

privileges

subsequent enactments.

From

the English conquest to the Revolution the history of the city

is

and has no features of special interest.
merged
Trade and commerce have been from the first the leading elements of the industry and wealth
of the city, and in colonial times every measure of Government tending to embarrass trade occain that of the State

the Central Park, and which has recently been sold 4 guns, was built on a little hill near the North River, a little w.
Commissioners of the Park for $275,000. It was constructed of Trinity Church. The Grenadiers' or Circular Battery, of 5
and the Jersey Battery, of 5 guns, on the left of
very poorly, and was hardly finished before it began to tumble guns, was above,
down From a part of tlie proceeds of this property a new the latter. Oil the E. of the town were Coenties Battery, of 5
arsenal was built, in 1858, corner of 7th Avenue and 35th St.; guns, on Ten Eyck's wharf; Waterbury's Battery, of 7 guns, at
of 8 guns, on Rutgers Hill,
but, before it was finished, the roof, constructed on a novel plan, the shipyards; Badlam's Battery,
near the Jews' burial ground; Thompson's Battery, of 9 guns,
fell in by its own weight on the morning of Nov. 19, 1858.
and
the
at
Hoorns
Independence Battery, on Bayards
The Post Office occupies the old stone edifice of the Middle
Hook,
Dutch Church, on Nassau, Pine, and Liberty Sts. It is small Mount, corner of Grand and Center Streets. Breastworks were
in
the city, and fortifications were
in
several
the
of
a
erected
and
for
and inconvenisnt,
places
post
purposes
poorly adapted
In the Revolution the pews of the church were broken erected on Governors Island, Paulus Hook, (Jersey City,)
ofiBce.
Red
Hook.
and
a
and
at
one
was
used
as
and
During the War of 1812-15
for
the
Brooklyn Heights,
prison,
fuel,
building
up
time as a riding school. The project of a building for a post great ajjprehension prevailed at several times, and during the
but there is at first year bodies of militia were stationed in New Utrecht and
oflSce on or near the Park has been agitated
on Staten Island to repel any attempt on the part of the enemy
present no arrangement tending to that result.
The Assay Office occupies an unassuming marble building to land. Subsequently, fortifications were begun at Harlem,
were firmed, and the
adjacent to the Custom House, formerly one of the branches of and in Brooklyn volunteer companies
the United States Bank. Its operations are elsewhere noticed. citizens generally became familiar with the discipline of the
In
soldier.
duties
of
the
Aug. 1814, for the purSee p. 122.
camp and the

now within
to the

;

1 Under the first race of colonists the
style of architecture
was an exact copy of that prevailing in Holland and for many
years New Yorli was noted for buildings with peaked gables,
After the English contiled roofs, and hiirh, wooden stoops.
quest, a greater variety in style was introduced. Of late years
the march of improvement has completely obliterated the old
;

and scarcely a vestige of the olden time reOne of the most interesting relics of the infancy of
remaining is a venerable pear tree at the corner
of 13th St. and 3d Avenue, formerly on the farm of Governor
style of houses,

mains.

New York now

Peter Stuvvesant.

Pear

It

is

widely

known

as '-The Stnyvesant

Tree.'"
first fort

was built in the rear of Trinity Church, near
the river, and portions were found in 1761 by some workmen
in digging through a bank. The next fort stood on what is
now tlie Bowling Green, then a high mound of earth overlooking the bay and adjacent country. A threatened invasion by
the forces of Cromwell, in 1053, led to the construction of an
embankment and ditch across the then N. line of the city. This
fortification extended along the present lino of Wall St.; and
from it that street derives its name. In 1692 a war with France
occasioned a further attention to the defenses of the city, and
led to the erection of a battery on the rocky point at the s. end
of the island. A stone fort, with 4 bastions, afterward built at
the same place, included most of the Government offices, and
2

The

bore the name of the reigning sovereign for the time being. It
remained until finally taken down in 1788. In the summer of
1776, wliile an attack was expected from the British army, the
On the B. point was the Grand
city was strongly fortified.
Battery, of 23 guns, with Fort George Battery, of 2 guns, just
above it and near the Bowling Green. McDougall's Battery, of

pose of constructing a line of fortifications to prevent the expected approach of the enemy, it was arranged that 3 military
companies of Brooklyn should turn out to work on 3Imiday, 3
military companies and 1 fire company on TuMclay, the petiple
of Bushwick on Widnesday, of Flatbush on Thursday, of Flatlands on Friday, of Gravesend on &iturday, of New Utrecht
on Monday, and the Mechauics' Society of Brooklyn, tlio military exempts, and 2 fire companies, on Tuesday. The patriotic
diggers crossed the ferries every morning with banners and
music, and large parties worked in the night by moonlight.
The citizens of New York were not behind their neighbors in
patriotism, and numerous volunteer associations pre.ssed their
services upon the Committee of Defense, without regard to partj
or station in life, and the rich and the poor wrought togelliei
with the most patriotic emulation. Many gave money fretly
to the work, and these zealous labors continued so long ae
there appeared reason to anticipate danger. During the .vame
month the General Government made a requisition for 20,000
militia from New York and New Jersey to repel an attack
which was reported to be in preparation. The funds to meet
the expenses were raised by the city, but were repaid by the
Four hundred lieayy
General Government the next year.
cannon were mounted on the various forts, and large quantities

of ammunitinn were collected. The fleet in charge of Commodore Decatur was also prepared for the emergency; and it is
from an
probable that these prompt preparations saved the city
attack. Toward winter the hostile fleet bore off to the south.
New
Orleans.
On
before
and the enemy closed their operations
"Evacuation bay" in 1814 the Governor reviewed 25,000 troops
a larger number than ever before or aLM.«
in New York.
mustered in one body in America.

—
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eioned great uneasiness. This city was among the first to feel the effects of the arbitrary measures
The aristocratic element
of Great Britain, and was among the earliest to resist their tendencies.'
was probably stronger in this city than in any other part of America and this was arrayed in
"
Sons of Liberty." Many prominent citizens, who
favor of the British measures and against the
had
sympathized with the popular movement in the hope of gaining redress of grievances,
;

warmly

at length yielded their opposition when there appeared no alternative but war, and continued
Several members of the first
active or quiet friends of the Royal Government while it lasted.
The British forces
Provincial and Continental Congress afterward became friends of the king.

took possession of the city immediately after the battle upon Long Island, Aug. 26, 1776, and
remained until Nov. 25, 1783. The anniversary of this last event, known as "Evacuation Day,"
is still

held in grateful remembrance, and

is

usually celebrated by military parade or other cere-

monies.

In 1785 the

first

Congress of the United States after the war met in this city and held its sesWall and Nassau Streets. In the gallery of this building, facing

sions in the City Hall, corner of

The New York
St., Gen. Washington was inaugurated first President, April 30, 1789.
Legislature returned to this city in 1784 and continued its sessions with intervals until finally removed to Albany with the State oflficea in 1797. The Port of New York was made a port of
entry soon after the peace. Its revenues were collected under the State Government till 1789, but

Broad

have since formed a most important source of income
from customs at this port considerably exceed those of

Federal Government.

to the
all

The

receipts

the other commercial cities of the Union

and defray nearly one-half the expenses of the General Government.
In the midst of its
general prosperity the city has had seasons of adversity.'* At different times destructive fires have
occurred, which have for a time seriously retarded business.

together,

1 The
principal events which occurred in the city during the
troubles leading to the Revolution are briefly as follows:
" Sons of
1765,
Librrty" were organized to oppose
the Stamp Act.
A
committee
of correspondence with other colo31.
Oct.
1765,

March

—

1765, Nov.

1.

1765, Dec.

1766,

—The Stamp Act

26.

June

29.

was appointed.

—

took

effect,

"

May

19.

guarded, until M.iy
— A nightly
committee of 100 was formed
3.

to resist the
importation of goods under the obnoxious
laws; I'Ut they receded from their purpnse
July 9, and agreed to import everything but
tea.

"

"

Sept.

7.

—A

bullets in the famiiy of Gov. Wnlcott, of
Connecticut. It is said that 42 000 bullets were
made from the metal, and these did service
against 400 British soldiers afterward sent
into Conn, by Gov. Tryon.
marble statue of Pitt was placed in Wall
Street, in gratitude for his services in the repeal of the Stamp Act. In consequence of the
course of Pitt after he became Lord Chatham,
this statue was mutilated by a mob May 21,
1772, and. having become an unsightly, lieadless

1775, April

"
"

their nami-s to be struck off.
Colonial General Assembly finally adjourned.
Delegates were elected to the Continental Con-

3.— The

—
gress.
—Capt.
Lamb was ordered by Provincial Congress

July

25.

Aug.

23.

remove the cannon from the battery in the
Resistcity for the fot ts in the Highlands.
ance was offered from the Asia man-of-war,

to

trunk,

it

was removed, under an

act of

—

stationed off the battery; but 21 pieces all
that were mounted were safely carried away.
dreadful f res occurred while the city was in possession
of tlie enemy. On the 21st of Sept. 1776, a fire spread from
Whitehall Slip w. of Broadway, s. of Barclay Street, burning
492 houses, or one-eighth of the entire city. Another broke out
on Cruger's Wharf, Aug. 7. 1778. which burned 300 houses iu
Gr>at and Little Dock and the adjacent streets. Commissioners
were appointed May 4. 1784, to settle claims to the soil and
lay out streets in these burned districts. Destructive fires have

—

*

Two

—

ce Oi'curred, as follows
1811, Jlay 19.— Upon Chatham Street 80 to 100 buildings
sii

:

1

Aug. 21.— A leaden equestrian statue of George III. was
erected in Bowling Green. This statue was
thrown down by the populace on the receipt
of the Declaration of Independence. July 10.
1776. It was sul.sequentlv melted up into

at

which strong revolutionary resoluti(jns were
A committee of 61 Were appointed;
pa.s8ed.
but the next day a majority of them receded
fr'ni their position, and the Whigs requested

—

May.

its

into port were destroyed.
—A brought
gnat meeting was held in the " Fields,"

Pitt to be erected.

«

the

iii

:

1766, Oct.

—

preserved

but was not permitted to land and iu a few
About
days it was sent back to London.
the same time 18 cliests of tea privately

paper was traced to a brig soon after, and ten
packages were seized and burned.
The Assembly petitioned for a bronze statue of

—
—
—
—

now

—A landing.
vessel laden with tea arrived at Sandy Hook,

and popular excite-

18-22.—The liberty pole on the Common (P.irk) was
repeatedly destroyed, and there was imnii ncnt
danger of a collision between the populace
and the troops.
1770, Jan. 13. New attempts were made to destroy the liberty
pole, and the soldiers became riotous.
" Jan. 17. At a
meeting of 3,0(i0 citizens, resolutions were
I)assed not to submit to the acts of oppression.
" Jan. 18. A collision took
jdaco between the soldiers and
citizens at Golden Hill.
'•
Jan. 30. The Corporation forbade the erection of a new
liberty pole, and the people soon after planted
one on their own land, inscribed " Liberty
and Property."
" March 29. Another
attiic'k was madenpon the pole, which
excited great indignation, and led toils being

It is

portation of tea and agreed to resist
1774, April 21.

ment became extreme. The Lieut. Governor
was burned in effigy before the fort.
The ship Minerva was boarded by the Sons
of Liberty in search of stamp paper. The

1788.

5.

—

nies

7,

Fifth Ward
West Broadway.
—The
Committee of A'igilance denounced the imllotid.

1773, Nov.

1828,
1835, Dec.

16.

were

urned.

$t OCl.OOO worth of property was burned.
fire broke out in the lower part of the city,

—A

which was not arrested until 40 acres, mostly
covered by large stores, were burned over,
and $18,000,000 worth of property was deIt was the most disastrous fire that
stroyed.
occurred
the
—A ever broke
out near Wall Street, and extended
in

1845, July 19.

city.

fire

to Stone Street, ravaging the entire district
between Broadway and the E. side of Broad
Street. Five to eight million doUais' worth
of property was destroyed.
1858. Oct.
5.—The Crystal Palace was burned.
Ihe.aters in New York have been burned as follows :
Park. 1820, 1848; Bowery, 1828, 1836, 1838, 1845 Mount Pitt
Ciicus. 1828 La Fayette, 1829 ; National, 1839, 1841 ; Niblo's,
1846; and Franklin, 1849.

—

;

;
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Papers and Periodicals now published in the

Name.

City.

Jiemarks.

Original Publishers.

^
American Agriculturist
Aiiieiican Baptist & Homo Missionary Record..
American Craftsm;in
American Druggists" Circular
American Farmers' Magazine
American Foreign & Christian Union.
American Free Mason
American Home Missionary .Tournal
American Homeopathic I!eview
American Journal of Kdueation & College Re-

A. B. & R. L. Allen....
C. C. I'. Crosby
G. F. Tisdall

1842 w. Orange Judd, present publisher,
1835 w.
s.

mo.

H. Bridgenian.
Nash.

J. A.

Edward Vernon
J. F.

1849

Brennan.
1829 mo.

Henry M. Smith

mo.

Absalom Peters &

view

S5,

1856 mo.

S. S. Randall...,

American Medical Gazette
American Medical Monthly

mo.
C.Meredith Reese, ed.; .\. J.Di.\.pub.
E. H. Parker, ed.; E. P. Allen, pub.. 1854 E. U. Parkrr &

American
American
American
American
American
American
American
American

Brj-ant & Stratton
W. B. Monck & Co

1858 mo.

George Whipple
Wni. II. Bidwell, ed
Fowler & Wells
Charl.'s R. Rode

1S46

S.

H. Douglass, pr©>

sent ijullishers

5Ierchant
Mininfr Chronicle
Missionary
Natiimal Preacher
Phrenological Journal.,
I'uhlishcrs' Circular
Kail Koad Guide
Rail Road Journal

182fi

1SJ9 mo.
w.

mo.

Dinsniore cSc Co
D. K. Miner & G. C. Shaeffer

Now published by J. H. Shutlz
& Co, H. V. Poor, ed.
1850 American Railway Bureau, pub.
Begun at Philadelphia as Journal
of the American Temperance
Union united with Prohibition1837
ist, at Albany, hi 1S51, and removed to New York.
1840 mo. John Richards, present pub.

1831 w.

;

Alexander Mann,

American Railway ReTiew..
American Temperance Union &

New York 1

Prohibitionist

ed..

Rev. Dr. Marsh..

;

j

W.T.Porter
Orange Judd

American Turf Register
Americani.scher Agriculturist..

mo.
mo.
mo.
1859 mo.

American Tract Society.
Applcton's Railw.iy & Steam Navigation Guide.. D. Appleton & Co.
Architectural Advertiser & Builders" Regi.-^ter... W. U. RandaU & Co..
Argus & United States Military & Naval Chron-

Americanischer Botschafter.,

J.

icle

Atlantische Blatter
Bankers' Magazine

Statistical Register

Bank Note List
Bank Note List & Reporter
Bank Note Register & Detector
Bible Advocate
Bible Society Record
Bible Union Quarterly
Bible Union Reporter
Billiard Cue
Booksellers'

Boys'

&

of Counterfeits..

Gwyne & Day
Amerit-an & Foreign

Bible Society

...

American Bible Society
American Bible Union.

1

1S58 s. mo.
1S59 mo.
William L. Jones
1840 Beiy. H. Day, present publisher.
Wilson & Co
J.S. Penn.ed.; J.W.Carrington, pub. 1865

P. Miller & Sons.
Ambassador
Hallock & Lyon
Advocate & Journal & Zion's Herald. Waugh & Mason

Inquirer
Intelligencer

Church Journal
Churchman's .Monthly Magazine
Coach Makers' Monthly
Corn Exchange Reporter
Corner Stone
Cosmopolitan Art Journal

Unitarian Association
Charles Van Wyck
Rev. John Henry Hopkins, jr
Rev. B. T. Onderdonk

John M. Welch
C. Edwards Lester, ed

Americauidd

Democratic Age
Democratic Review & United States Magazine.
Dental Monitor
J. G. Ambler
Dinsmore's Railway Guide
Dinsmore & Co..
Disturnell's Rail

Dollar

Road Guide

J. Disturnell

Weekly Express

1848 Henry Lyon, present publisher.
1830 Carlton & Porter, present publishers
1847
1830
1853
E. P. Allen, present publisher.

E. M. Stratton.
William H. Trafton

Dr. S. Jacobs.
Quarterly Association
Charles Lasalle

Courrier des £tats-Unis

Y Cymbro

w.
mo.
1850 mo.

O'Conner & Collender.
Publishers' Adv«rtiser. jo. A. Roorback

Own Magazine

Brother Jonathan
Carrington's Commissionaire
Chess Monthly
Christian
Christian
Christian
Christian

1853 mo. Com. in Baltimore in 1846.
w.
w.

Smith Homans, jr., ed
L. S. Lawrence & Co
A. Nichols & Co

J.

J

Medium &

Girls'

1845 w.

Crawley

F. liauchfiiss.

&

J.

1856
1828 d. & w.
1855 Canibro-American, Eng. & 'Vvvilsh.
1S58 mo.
1838 mo. Conrad Swackhamer, pres. pub.
1857 mo.
1850 mo.

mo.

....

A

& E. Brooks.,

s. w. edition was some time issued,
as the New York Express and Ad-

vertiser.

Eclectic

Magazine of Foreign

Literature.....

Educational Herald
Educational News

H. Ayremand & W. H. Bidwell....
Smith, Woodman & Co

J.

1844 mo. W. H. Bidwell, present pub.
1S57 mo.
1858 Quarterly.
w.
w.
w.

Examiner

Ivison & Phinney
John Hillyer
Edward Bright

Excelsior
Familienblatter
Fleur de Lis
Foreign Missionary

Albert Palmer
w.
Dilthey & Gambs
H. H. Lloyd & Co.
Board of Missions of Presb. Church. 1842

Frank
Frank
Frank
Frank

Frank
Frank

Engineer

Leslie's Budget of Fun
Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper
Leslie's Illustrated Zeitiing
Leslie's New Family Magazine

German Bank Note Reporter
Golden Prize

Good News

Leslie
Leslie

F'ranK Leslie

Frank

Leslie

Frederick Gerhard
Merrick B. Dean
Carlton & Porter

„

mo.
1854 w.
w.
'mo.

mo. Child's Paper, Meth. Epis.
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lUmarks.

Original Publishers.

Name.

^1.
Great Republic Mouthly..

Oaksmith k

HaU'8 Journal of Health

W. W. Hall

Co..

11859

Changed from Emerson's Putnam's
Magazine,

Handel's Zeitung
Harper's New Monthly Magazine
Harper's Weekly Journal of Civilization..,
Herald of Light
Historical Magazine & Notes and Queries..

1854 mo.

New Church

Publication Society.
1857 mo.

New

Horticulturist

A. D. Downing, ed.

Unmorist

18,54

mo.
mo.

1849 mo.

Max Conheim 4

L. Tucker, pub. 1846

;

mo.

,

W. & A. G. Wood, present pubs.
1853 mo.
1849 w.
1854 J. B. Taylor, present publisher.
w.
w.

IS.^9 G.

Lynch & Cole
Tho. Fr. Meagher
Connery & Co
Rev. S. M. Isaacs &

1

E. D.

&

at Albany. Removed to Rochester; P. Barry, ed. Removed to
Philadelphia in 1855: J.J.Smith,
Reed.; R. P. Smith, publisher.
moved to New York in 1858 ; A
0. Moore, present publisher.

Begun

Otto Brethauer.

Humiihrey's Journal of the Daguerreotype &
S. D. Humphrey
Photographic Arts
Hunt's .Merchants' Magazine
Francis Hunt
Insurance Monitor & Commercial Reporter
T. Jones, Jr

tistical

Son..

Sta-

John

Society

Journal of Commerce, Jr

T. Schultz

Hallock, Hale

&

& Co

1859 mo.
d. Issued from tho

Hallock..

York Journal

Journal of Finance & Bank Reporter™
S.T.Hodge
Journal of Industry & Mouthly Price Current

1854 w.

of Labor
Journal of Medical Reform
Journal of Medicine & Collateral Science
Journal of Missions & Youth's Day Spring...
Journal of Specific Homeopathy
Knickerbocker, or New York Monthly Magazine

1859
1855

Association

Friend
Purple & Smith, eds.; H. Billiere.

J. D.

Humphrey & Palmer
Peabody & Co
M. De La Pena
John Hillyer.

Ladies' Repository
Ladies' 'Visitor
Ladies' Wreath

Carlton & Porter
Laura J. Curtis

S.

L'Echo Franijais
L'Eco d'ltalia.
Life Boat

Mercury
Merry's Museum & School Fellow..
Message
Methodist Quarterly Review
Metropolitan Record
Military Gazette

Mining and

mo.
mo.
w.

mo. magazine.
8. w.

T. Taylor

d.

American Seaman's Friend
Fowler & Wells
H. H. Llnyd 4 Co.

Littell's Living Age
Livinu'Ston's Monthly Law Miigazine
Lutherischer Herold
Masonic Messenger
Mercantile News & Manufictnrers' Reporter..
Merchants' & Manufacturers' Journal

Statistical Magazine....

New

1847 mo.

Alex. Trey
O. F. Secchi de Casale

Life Illustrated
Little Guide

of The
Ojmmerce.

office

1833 mo. John A. Gray, present publisher ;
L. G. Clarke, ed.
s. w.

John F. Scovill
John Clancy

Leader
Le Bon Ton

of

A. Mcrvin

LaCronica
Ladies' Newspaper

;

at Boston; removed to
York.

1846 w.

Homeopathic Review

Jewish Messenger
Journal of the American Geographical

Begun

& Adams.

Home
Home & Foreign Record of Presbyterian Church
Home Journal
George P. Morris & N. P. Willis
James G. Keed
Home Magazine
American Home Mission Society
Home Missionary
American Baptist Home Miss. Soc...
Home Mission Record

Irish American
Irish News
Irish Vindicator

-w.

1850 mo.
1857

C. Berg. Richardson

Beadle

&

d.

;W. MeyerHarper & Brothers
Harper & Brothers

Stanford

&

mo.

Society..,

1854 w.

Delisser.

John L. Livingston
Henry Ludwig
M. J. Drummond
W. Gutman & Co

1853

S.

mo.
mo.
s.

1856
1858
Thos. K. Kettel, ed. ; A. Palmer, prop 1852
1839
Krauth & Caldwell

w.

mo.

Caldwell, Southworth & Whitney,
present publishers.
1841 J. N. Stearns & Co., present pubs.

G. Goodrich
C. Conant.

W.
J.

1828 Carlton & Porter, present publishers
1859 w. J. Miliary, present publisher.

McCIintock

E. Dunnigan & Bro..
C.G.Stone
Geo. M. Newton

mo. Removed from Albany.

Missionary Advocate
.T. P. Durbin
Missionary Herald
Presb. Board Miss.; A. Merwin,
Monthly Record of the Five Points House of
Industry
L. M. Pease.
James Watson Webb
Morning Courier & New York Enquirer

ed..

1853 Changed from Wining Magazine;
Thos. McElrath, present ed.
1845]Carlton & Porter, present publishers
1843

1828 The w.

ed.

formerly Weekly Cou-

& New York Enquirer.
Lloyd, present publisher.
1855 JF. J. Huntington, present publisher
rier

Mother's Magazine & Family Monitor
Rev.
Musical Pioneer
J. P.
Musical Ueview & Record of Musical Science
Literature,

and Intelligence

Musical World & New York .Musical Times
National Anti Slavery Standard
National Humorist
National Magazine
National Police Gazette

New Jerusalem Messenger..
New Yorker
New Yorker Abendzeitung..

S.

18.33
^ .^.^

Whittlesey..

Woodbury

Mason Brothers
Richard Storrs Willis
American Anti Slavery
Stearns

& Co

Society..

H.

II.

1858
1849
1840 w.
1856 mo.

Abel Stevens, ed
Robert A. Seymour

Wb2 mo. Carlton & Porter, present pubs.
1845 w. Geo. W. Matsell & Co., present

.John L. Jewett
Cornelius Mathews

1855 w.

publishers.

Rudolph Leow.
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Nams.

Seinarks.

Original Publisher.

New Yorker Beobachter.
New Yorker Demukrat...
Mew Tttker Uumorist..

Schwedler
Schwedler

F.
F.

& w.

d.

Cobuheim & Brethauer

w.

W.

New York

Daily

.T.Tucker, ed.;

News-

Mclntyrel

& Parsons, pubs
{Gideon

New York Day Book.
New York Dispatch
New York Clipper
New York Colonization Journal ....
New York Commercial Advertiser-

R. W. Stimson
A. J. Williams

& w.

Piuney
Francis Hail & Co

Adams, Upham &

A

New York Evening Post-

Wm.

Coleman.

New York

Townsend & Brooks.

Craighead

....

1836

New York Freeman's Journal..
New York lleruld
New York Ledger
New York Observer
New York Municipal Gazette...
New York Spectator

New York

1853 (R.C.)
1835 d., s. w., & w. The d. begun in 1.837
1847 Robert Bonner present publisher.,
1848 S. E. Morse Jr. & Co.. present pub.
184S Published occasionally.
1797 8. w. Begun as The Herald. Name
cliangiMl the same yen r. Now published by Francis llall & Co.
1851 d., s. w., & w. also California and

James Gordon Bennett..
D. Auson Pratt
E. & R. C. .Morse
E. Merrian, ed

S.

Noah Webster

Times..

J.

Henry

office.

d.,

McMasters.

J. A.

Raymond.

;

European
Wesley &

New York Tribune..

Greeley

& McElrath

1841

.

B.

d.,

w.,

&

European

New York Weekly
New York Weekly

Na-

Co. pubs.

8. w., & w.
Changed from the
Weekly Courier & Enquirer.

Watson Webb..

Jas.

&

present publishers.
& s. w. James & Erastus Brooks,
The Dollar
present publishers.
Weekly Express issued from the

d.

same
Courier..

Vanevrie, Uorton

as New York
Spectator.
1858 w.
1830 Issued part of the time as the New
York Evangelist and New York
Presbyterian.
1802 d., s. w.. & w. Wm. C. Bryant & Co.,

Co..

Field

New York Family

Weekly

New York

1846
184.3 w.
1832 mo.
1826 d. semi. w. issued

Frank Queen

Express

D. Parsons, present pub.

ed. issued as the
tional Democrat.
d.

J. B.

New York Commercial Times..
New York Evaagelist

1855

j

editions.

Raymond,

Co., present publishers.

also California and
editions.
H. Greeley <Sc

w.

;

Co., present publishers.

A. J. Williamson.

Holman & Gray

Chronicle..

1850 Pharcellus, Church

&

Co.,

present

publishers.

Nick

Nax

& Haney..

Leison

North American Homeopathic JournalOur Musical Friend

Wm. Radde

Parish Visitor
Path Finder
Periodical Paper of the Am. <Sc For. Bible
Photographic & Fine Art Journal

n. Dyer; Rev. C.

John

F.

18.57

1855
1858 w. (Sheet music.)
1852 mo.
1847 w.
1845
1851

W. Adams, pub-

Whitney

Soc..

Henry H.

,

Picayune

Gunn &

Polylingual Journal
Porter's Spirit of the Times
Principle

Hiram

Wm.

Snelling.
Co.

C. Sparks.

T. Porter

1831

John B. Conklin
M. McLachlin &

Programme
Protestant Churchman

C.

/ U. Anthon,
X Canfield

Protestant Episcopal Quarterly Review.
& Trotting Record
jRacing Calendar

Geo.

H. Tyng, & E. H.

)

Co.

Goodell

1857

w.

W. Wheeler

John

Republican
Sabbath Recorder
Sabbath School Visitor

W.

Hillyer.

B.

mo.

^
1845
1850
1832
1848
1845

Maxon

SaUor's Magazine

H. G. Lawrence..

Scalpel

Dayton, present pub.

1843

John Hillyer
J.

C.

d.

J

W. Wilkes &

Wm.

.Radical Abolitionist
Rail Road & Financial Advertiser
Real Estate Advertiser & Reporter

S.

Abram
mo.

Co..

American
Munn & Co
American Journal
Jas. W. Finlay ..
Scott's Report of Fashions
G. C. Scott
Seventh Day Baptist Memorial
W. B. Maxon.
Shipping & Commercial List & N. Y. Price Current
Antrus & Bourne..
Shoe & Leather Reporter
D.J. Field
Shoemaker
D.J. Field & Co...,
Scientific

Scottish

Seventh Day Bap.Publication Society.
Seventh Day Baptist.
American Seaman's Friend Society.
mo.
w.

1825

B.

an.

John Richards

w.
w.
w.
w.
mo. Board of Publication Reformed
Protestant Dutch Church,
mo.
1836 Removed from Burlington, N. J.
w.

Spiritual Telegraph

C. Patridge

1854

Staats-Zeitung
Standard Bearer
Student & School Mate

Anna

Sociale Republic

,

8.

Gustave Struve

Sower & Missionary Recorder
Orville A.

Spectator
Spirit of Missions
Spirit of the Times

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

...

Advocate
Advocate

School
School
School
School

Swedenborgian

Roorback

.

Daniel Dana, Jr

N. A. Calkins.

James
.

Banner....
Gazette....

Uhl.

L.

Carlton

&

American

Smith

1848

Porter
S. S.

Union.

Times
Rev.

Bei\J. F. Barrett.

,

1858
1858
1858
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Name.

Remarks.

Original pMisher.

D.

Tablet

&.

J. Sadlier

&

Co..

The Advocate of Moral Reform & Family Guar-

McDowell
W. Young <t Co
Herrick & Seaman

J. R.

dian

The Albion
The Atla^
The Carrier Dove
The Century
The Cliildren's Magazine
The Cliild's Paper
The Churchman
The Constellation
The Crayon
The Hoineopatliist
The Independent
Th? Inventor
The Israelite Indeed
The New York Journal of Commerce

Daniel Dana, Jr
Thos. McElrath
F. D. Haniman

,

John Hecker
Park Benjamin, ed

W.

J.

B.

W.

Stillman

k

,

J.

Durand,

eds..

1S35 Formerly McDowell's Journal.
1822 Devoted to British news.
1S39
Missions.
185S
18521 mo. P. E. S. S. Union.
mo. American Tract Society.
1831
1859 Geo. Roberts, publisher.
1855 W. HoUiugsworth, publisner.
e.

&

Co..

G. R. Lederer
Association

Daniel Adee.

& Literary Journal
Thomp-ions Bank Note Reporter
Tiflanys Monthly

Daniel N. Lord, ed

1858
1833 d. & w. M. S. Beach, present pub.
1848 Franklin Knight, prc-ent publisher,
1840 w. P. Adams, publisher.

Henry
Huntington.
Moses Y. Reach
cS;

Tlienlogical

J. F.

mo.

1848 Joseph H. Richards, present pub.
1857
1857
1827 d., 8. w., & w.
Hallock, Hale & Hal
lock, present publishers.

Benedict

lyow, Hascall

The Press
The Printer
The Sun

Thompson

Joel Tiffany.

Wm. Durman
Truth Teller
United States EconomlHt & Dry Goods Reporter, Joseph Mackey
United States Hotel Directory
Ropes, Williams &
G. E. Currie
United States Insurance Gazette
Albert Palmer
United States Journal

1830 w. Michael Madder, present pub.
8. W.
1858

Co..

iibi mo. J. M. Emerson
publishers.
w.

John Hillyer
Geo. M. Newton.
.John S. Dye
Fowler & Wells
Fred. McCready

United States Mining Journal
United States Railroad and Mining Register..
Wall Street Broker
Water Cure .Journal

Working Farmer
Yankee Notions
Young Christian
Young Men's Magazine

J.

W. Strong

Thos. Lyon
N. A. Calkins.

John Marsh

Youth's Temperance Advocate

Y
Y

.

Drycli a'r

Gwyliedydd
Traethodydd

Wm.

&

preeent

Co.,

w.
1843 mo.

mo.

1852
1855 mo.
Rich. McCormick, ed. 1851
1840
1854 w. (Mirror

& Watchman.)'

Roberts.

Papers and Periodicals discontinued since the Revolution.
Since the Revolution, the following papers have appeared and
been discontinued. The list is very imperfect; as, among the
coQ.stant changes that are going on, it is impossible to ascertain
precise data. It is possible that a few in this list may be still
issued, aud very probable that others may continue to exist

under a

different

name

PublisJiers.

8 S

Si ^8
Abbott's Relijxious Magazine.mo. John Wiley
A. & J. W. Picket,
Academician, The
eds
Bacon & Stimson...
Account, Weekly
Childs & Swaine....
Advertiser, Daily
Advertiser, New Y^ork Daily...
Dwight, Townsend

&Co

New

1818 1820
1848
1785
1830

& w. Redwood &

Fisher.. 1830

New York American,
Redwood 4 Fisher.. 1833
changed from Journal
.Jacob Acker
1831
Age, The
Advocate,

Age, The
Age. The
Age of Reason
Agricultor,

d

G rattan & Meighan 1844
1856
Kendrick & Co
1846 1850

New York

Allen

Alexandrian
AUiance, New York.

&

Co..

C. Leigh, C. J.

Warren
The
Almighty Dollar, The
Amaranth, The
Amateur, The
Ambassador. The
American Advocate

C. C.

Champlin
mo. John Henry
Jno.
for

mo.
Equal

Rights to Man
American Architect

w.

Arti,s.H.l

biblical

&

E.

Wilkes
1852 1855
Stephen II. Branch 1858 1859

Alligator,

American
American

18.52

1835
C.

21ctx)<i.

...

C.

M. Saxton._

S.

Fleet

.qr. J.

H. Agnew...

American Celt
jno.
American Chronopress
d.
American Citizen
American Citizen
American Citizen & Watch Tower
American Eclectic

1834

Y'ork,

d.
I

Publishers.

:

Names of Papzrs.

Advocate & Journal,

1

Names op Papebs.

American Eclectic
American Ensign
American Ensign

1844
1847
1847
1843

Mitchell..

Alba Honeywell....
James Cheetham...

JohnR.DePuy
Absalom Peters
S. B. West

bi-mo. J.

II.

<t

Agnew
Gammons

w. Burns &

d. Association.

Burns

& Gammons

American Family Journal.. ..mo. Rev. D. Newell & J.
R. Wisner
American Farmer & Mechanic... E. B. Carter
mo. A. B. Strong, ed
American Flora
American Foreign Anti Slavery
mo.
Reporter
American Journal of Education. Joseph McKean..
American Journal of PhotoC.A.Steele....
graphy
Wm.Goodell..
American Jubilee
Callicot & Webster
American Keystone
mo.
Laborer
American
Greeley& McElrath
mo.
American Lancet
Samuel Loudon
American Magazine
Park Benjamin
American Mail
J. M. Van Osdel &
American Mechanic

18.51

1848
1832
1842

McQee &

American Mechanics' Magazine..
American Metropolis
American Mineral ogical Journal
d.
American Minerva.
American Missionary Register,
mo.
American Monthly Magazine....

S. T. Porter.
D. K. Minor
H. G. D.iyler

Archibald Bruce....
Geo. Bruce & Co
Z.
U. F. M. Soc.

Lewis &

others...

Hallet & A. D.
Patterson

W.

.
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•o

Namks op Papers.

Publishers.

e
American Monthly Magazine &

J.

Critical Keview.
Anifriciiu Moral & Sentimental

2

1817 1819

HoUey

Thomas Kirk.
Maj^Hzine
American Musical JouruaL..mo. Jas. Dunn

1797 1799

Anu-rican Patriot

1.S41

Association

18;i5

....

American Patriot
American Patriot & Public AdAmerican
American
American
American
American

1843

Samuel

vertiser

0. Brower.. 1806 1812

Theod. Dwight, jr. 1845

Penny Magazine
Phonographer
Plow Boy

John W. Leonard— 1851
1833
D. K. Miner

C. R. Moore, agent.
Kepcrtory of Arts,
J.J. Mapos, ed
Science, & Manufactures
American Repository
mo. W. A. Cox, Mechanic Institute..
American Review & Literary
Journal
C. B. Brown, ed....
American Review & Whig Journal
Wiley & Putnam..
American Spectator
B. F. Romaine
American Sporting Magazine,
mo. C. R. Golden

Protestant

.

American Temperance

1840 1844
1840
1801

1845
1841

1832

1834
1851
1851 1852
184S

1849
1851

H. D. Patterson, ed. 1842
Anglo American
1847
mo.
Anglo Saxon
The
R. & G. S. Vvood!!.'.' 1849 1850
Annalist,
Anti Masonic Review & Monthly

Henry Dana Ward 1829

M.igazine

Reporter
Mechanics'

Am. Anti

."-lavery

Appleton's
zine

Magamo.

Arcturus

Sla. See..

1834

M. Adams, ed.... 1851 1854
Matthews &, Duyc-

J.

1841

kiuck
Argus, orGreenleaf 's New Daily
Advertiser
J. Greenleaf.
Argus & United States Gazette.. Capt. N. Cook
Aristidean
mo. Lane & Co
Arthur's Home
mo. DeWitt&Daveuport
Artist,

1795
1841
1845
1857
1843
mo. F. Guarre
1849 1858
Robert Lyon
mo. E. Bliss & E. White 1824 1825
J. D. Porter & E.
1830
Prescott

The

Asmonean
Atlantic Magazine
Atlas,

The

Atlas Magazine

s.

Atom, The
Badger's Weekly Messenger
Banner of the Constitution
Baptist Advocate
Baptist Memorial

mo. Swinburne, Rogers

1834
&Co
Robert G. Hatfield. 1847
B. Badger, ed
1831

18.31
Condy Raquet
1840
Robert Sears
mo. Rev. Enoch Hutch-

inson, ed.
Jas. Van Valken-

Baptist Repository

mo.

Belles Lettres Repository

Better Times
Bible Examiner
Biblical Inquirer
Biblical Journal
Bibliotlieca Sacra

s.

&,

mo.

Theological

Review.
Bisbee'.s

New Monthly Magazine

Booksellers' Advertiser

Book Trade, The
Bowery Boy, The
British Chronicle
British News & Old
Broadway .Journal

Bunker

Uill,

The

1829
1848
1843
G. Vail
A. T. Goodrich &Co. 1819 1823
U. Ilagadurn
1840
1844
George Storrs
J.E. Jones
1850
Israel Post
1842
B. B. Edwards & E.
1844 1849
A.Park
1839
West & Trour
1834
1850
H.Wilson
P. F. Harris
1856
P. Brown, ed
1842
Vinter & IVIoody...
1849
.John Biscoe
1845
S. B. Dean & Co..
1844

burgh
W. J. Tenney

Barnburner, The
Beacon, The

mo.

Countryman

18 i2
Til-

den

1H44
1x48

P. Canfield

&

Literary

&

Literary

18.30

1841

Magazine
Cathiilic Magazine
Child's Magazine
Childrens' Magazine

1843
1839

mo.

John Dillon Smith
& P. Gallagher... 1840

Catholic Register

mo.
mo. Rev.

A Ten Broeck
Choral Advocate & Singing Class
Mason
& Law
Journal
Christian Diadrni
mo. Z. Patten Hatch ...
D. Newell
Christian Family
Magazine..mo.|l!ev.
U. Bates
Christian Inquirer
Christian Journal & Christian!
& J. Swords
Register
jT.
Christian Magazine
mo. Hopkins& Seymour
Christian Parlor Magazine. ..mo. Rev. D. Mead..
Christian
Christian
Chronicle
Chronicle

g

18.35

.

&

O'Sullivan

Campaign of Freedom
Canfield's American Argus
Catholic Expositor
Mag.izine
Catholic Expositor

Dewey

Review

quar.

James Woolsey..

1827
1835

1850

IHH
1843
1825
1817 1824
1800 1811
1845
is:;,'-,

1S.J4

Spiritualist....

1802
Express
F. S. Wiggins
1828
of the Times
18U4 1811
Churchmen's Monthly Magazine T. Swords
John McClanahan. 1854
Citizen, The
G. Vail
1834
Citizen of tho World
1847
City Chronicle
Solon Horn
1850
City Guide
City Hall Reporter & New York
John Lomas.
1833 1833
General Law Magazine
City Journal and Liidies' Daily
1842
Gazette
Daniel Rogers..
1810 1821
City Recorder
1810
Cobbett's Political Register
1S4S
Code Reporter
mo
Sam. E.Cornish, ed. 1837
Colored American
1810
d. & s. w Charles Holt
Columbian
1819 1821
Columbian for the Country
Columbian Ladies and GentleJohn Juman, ed.... 1844
men's .Magazine
1845
mo. Israel Post
Columbian Magazine
H. D. Duhecquet... 18;;4
Comet, The
Commercial Advertiser & Spec180T
tator
.

Journal.
America's Own
E. B. Cbilds, ed..
America's Own & Weekly Fireman's Journal

Anti

>*

bi-mo. L. D.

Calumet
Calumet of Peace
Cauipaigu, The

1845

Intelli-

gencer

American Temperance Magazine S. V. Carey..
American Temperance Magazine
& Sons of Temperance Offering
American Temperance Recorder,
mo. Oliver & Bro..
American Wliig Review, changed
from American Review & Whig

II

PulUshcrs.

5

H. Bigelow & O.
L.

Names op Papers.

Business Reporter & Merchants
and Mechanics' Adverti.ser..
II. L. Barnum ....
Cabinet, The
Henry P. Piercy
.

1834
1830 1831

Commercial Register
Constellation

mo. Franklin Woods &

Co

1855

Green,Clark & Bart-

.

lett

Constelbition
Corrector, or Independent
ican
Corsair.

The

Cosmopolite

John Henry

Amer-

mo

N. P. Willis
a semi-mo. mag. Prentiss, Clark

Co

Cosmorama
Cricket, The
Criterion, The

The

1830 1834
1845
1815
1S15
1839
1849

Burton.
184.'

Ch.is.

R.Rode

1S55

Wm.

Crystal Fount

1828
Leggett
Burnett & Allen.... 1843

Cuban

J.

Cyclopedia Jndianensis
Daily Court Calendar
Daily Evening State Register.....
Daily Gazette
Daily Globe
Daily Plebeian
Daily Statesman
Day's New York Bank Note List
Democratic Chronicle
d.
Democratic Repulilican
Dental Recorder
Dewitt & Davenport's Monthly
Literary Gazette
Diary, or Loudon's Register
Dime, The
d.
Dispatch & Tattler
Dollar Weekly
Downfall of Babylon
Dry Goods Reporter & Merchants' Gazette
d.
Dye's Bank Bulletin
s. mo.
Dye's Bank Mirror

Piatt

Critic,

Mesa

&

Peters

J. A. Scovill
L. D.

.

Shaumm

Childs & Co
Abijah Ingraham..

Mahlon Day

Wm.

1855
1843
1845
1856
1843
1845
1842
1.848

1819

D. Ilait

18.34

W. Hagadorn
W. Ballard...

1831
1855

Chas.

1835

18.51

Samuel Loudon
De Land& Clav
Jas. G. Wilson & Co.
Herrick

&

1791 1795
18.54

1-S40

Roper... 1843

1835

John
J(jhn

Dye.
Dye.

1845
1865

NEW YORK COUNTY.

444

Papers and Periodicals discontinued since

•2

Names

Publishers.

op Papees.

the Revolution, continued.

"8

.!2

Names op Papers.

8 a

^1
John S. Dye
Dye's Wall St. Broker
Eclio & Literary Military Chron- Crawley, Milne
Co

icle

Eclectic

John H. Agnew.,

Museum

Edmund, Charles &

Co.'s

Emancipator
Emerald & Political Literary &
Commercial Hecorder
Emerson's Putnam's Monthly...
Emigrant, The
Emigrant & Old Countryman....
mo.
Emigrants' Magazine
mo.
Empire Magazine
State
Empire
Empire State Democrat
s. mo.
Enterpriad, The
Epicurean Gondola
The
Era,
Eureka, or National Journal of
Inventions, Patent8,& Sciences

European, The
European, The

European American
European News
Evangelical Guardian & Review
Evening City Gazette
Evening Gazette
d.
Evening Herald
d
d.

&

s.

w.

mo

mo.
Evergreen, The
Evergreen, or Monthly Church

1840
Joshua Leavitt, ed 1834

Hugh H. Byrne

1824

1859
John S. Bartlett.... 1832 1836
John S. Bartlett..., 1836
John Wiley
1834
M. R. Andrews
1848
1840
Hiram Cummings.. 1842
G. W. Bleecker
1831
Isaac D. Geiger
1853
W. T. Adams k Co. 1850
J. L. Kingsley & J.
P. Pierson
1846 1848
John W. Moore
1836
1856
G.F. S. de Casale... 1849
Kimber & Fine
1847
Asso. of Clergymen 1817 1818
1828
K.G. Evans
1845
Kingsley, Barton i
Co
1843
Morris & Willis
1827
Jonas Winchester.. 1840
Noah & Gill
1834
W. Burns
1845
Dillon &, Hooper.
1840
1841
J. Winchester..
1840

mo B
J.

Winchester
Gardnier, ed
Stevenson

1844
1843
1812 1817
1833

W. H. McDonald &
Co

Excelsior

1849
1849
1855
1846

Expositor & Banking Circular...
A. L. Stimson....
Express Messenger
mo. P. Childs&Co...
Family Companion
mo.
Burdick & Scovill..
Keepsake
Family
mo. Redfield & Lindsley
Family Magazine
s. mo Chas. Dingley....
Family Minstrel
Family Record
Ridgeway & Co..
Family Visitor & Silk Cult urist.. Theodore Dwight &

18.57

others

Farmers"

Practical Agriculture
L. Scott & Co.
Farmers' Lilirary & Monthly
Journal of Agriculture
Farmers, Mechanics, Manufac& Sporting Man's
turers,
mo. Geo. Honston....
MaL^azine

mo John Wiley
mo. W. Goodell &
Hines
Fireman's Gazette
Robert Sears
Fisher's National Magazine &
s.

Leslie's

New York

nal

1826
1834
1832
1835

1845 1848
1848
1848
1843
1855

mo. Frank

Leslie..
1855
1832
Cornish &Ruswarn 1827
Frances Wright k
R. D. Owen
1830 1834

Jas.

1789
S.

Hines

mo.

1832

J. Disturnell

Gleaner, The

Charles King
Globe k Democratic Union
d. Caspar C. Childs ...
Globe & Emerald, or Saturday
Journal of Literature, Politics,
T. W. Gierke A Co.
k Arts
Golden Rule
Good Samaritan Messenger
F. Fisk
Gospel Herald.

1855 1855
1840
1848

1825
1845
1850
1830
Millard & Clough.. 1830
1850
1838

Gospel Luminary
Gospel Sun
Gospel Witness
Green's National Guardian
Halcyon Luminary k TheologAssociation
ical Repository

1812 1819

American Union of

Harbinger, The

Associationists... 1848

Hart's Path Finder
Herald of Christian Love k
Working Man's Friend
Herald & Gazette for the Country Geo. Bunce k Co ...
C. Edwards Lester.
Herald of the Union
H. W. Hewitt
Hewitt's Excelsior
Hnlden's Dollar Magazine... mo.

1851

1846
18,50

1855
mo. Garret & Co
S.M.GiddingsiCo. 1857

Home Circle
Home Companion
Home Missionary

Absalom Pf'ters
M. Doheney, ed

Honest Wrath

Home's Rail Road Gazette
Hudson's Exchange Shipping

Human

1847

1850
1795

tri-w.

C.

Home

Wm.

,

H. Hudson

...

1828
1856
1849
1836

Amer.Anti Slavery

Rights

1,S.36

Society
Illustrated
Illustrated
Illustrated

American News..

Illustrated

New York News

1852
1843 1843

News
News

P.

T.Barnum k H.
1853 1855
1851 1852

D. Beach

Webster & McLean 1783

Independent Journal
Independent Reflector
Independent Republican

Wm.

Newell &

Co..

J. Hillyer
Infant Drummer
International Monthly Magazine Stringer & Town-

1752
1806 1807
1848
1851

1850 1852
send
Jarvis F. Hauks.... 1830
Denman k Horn ... 1849
John McLaughlin.. 1832
1S51
John Hurley
1843
M. O'Connor
Wm. Oland Bourne 1857
Iron Platform
1846
Island City
1849
Israel's Herald
1852
R. Henisen
Janus
Childs.Devoe&Hill 1835
Jeffersonian, The
1843 1856
mo. E. R. McGregor
Jewish Chronicle
1837
B. Brandreth
Journal, The
Journal of Christian Education.. Rev. Benj. 0. Pier
& B. J. Height... 1843
mo.
Journal des Dames
1845
Wm.
Journal of the Fine Arts
B.Taylor.
Journal of the Fine Arts & MuT.
Brockelbank
mo.
World.
W.
sical
1851
&Co
1847
tri-w.
Journal of the People
Harmonical Asso... 1853
Journal of Progress
Journal of Public Morals
Goodell, Hines k
1832
Niles
Journal of Useful Knowledge k
Monthly Record of New Pub
1850
lications
1834
Journal of Women
1839
Juvenile Wesleyan
Worthy L. Lee.
1844
L.
Knickerbocker Gazette
Neely
1848
mo. J. C. Burdick....
Ladies' Casket
..
1835
Snowdon
Wm.
mo.
Ladies' Companion
1848
mo. J. C. Burdick...
Ladies' Diadem
.'.

1845
1853

Jour-

M. White

Wm. Hagadorn
Free Press
Jas. B. Swain
Free State Advocate
Gazette of Kducation & Sunday
s. mo
School Journal
Gazette Extraordinary
Gazette of the Union

Clark. 1838' 1852

& Commercial Ga-

Investigator. The
Inveterate, The
Irish Democrat
Irish Evangelist
Irish Volunteer

Freeman's Journal & Catholic
Rettister

Geographical

1839

S. P.

Historical Record
Rev. Wood Fisher..
Williams Brothers.
Fla.; of the Free
S. French
Fla.; of Our Union
For. & Domestic Chronicle. ..mo.
Forcep, The
quar. Tooth Manufac. Co.
Forrester's Boy's & Girl's Magazine
W. C. Locke ..
Frank Leslie's Gazette of Fashion Frank Leslie..

Franklin Daily Advertiser
Freedom's Journal
Free Enquirer

P.

Industrial Agent

1846 1848

Fathers' Magazine

Frank

Crampton &

1834 1840
1835
1851

Guide to Science &

Female Advocate

Com-

Fellows'

List
J.

Examiner, The
Examiner, The

& Odd

panion

Gazette of the United States.-.d. Lany & Turner
Wm. Goodell &
Genius of Temperance

zette

Offering

Every Youth's Gazette

SI
Gazette of the Union, Golden
Rule,

1R46
1843 1844

Bank

Ncite List

Evening Mirror
Evening Sigmil
Evening Star
Evening Star
Evening Tattler
Evergreen

1847

1843
1S,34

1856

1

1843
1843
1847

t3

PuhlUhers.

Ladies'

Keepsake k

Home

brary
Ladies'

Weekly Miscellany

Li-

mo. Burdick k

Scovill.. 18.55
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Names op Papers.

Lady's Own
Lancet, The
Lantern, The
Laat Section A'isitor
Leonori's Bank Note List
Liberia Advocate, New York
St.

W.

0. Bourne....
L. J. Leonori

&
1C48
John C. Johnston. 1849
1850
1845

Life Insurance Examiner
Life in New York

& Sunday

1S49
1S43
1852
1846
1S50

E. B. Childs, ed.
J. G. Bennett....,
Jackson & Co....

Thomas

Light Ship
Light Ship
Monitor

Names

Publishers.

Myron Finch.
G. P. Quackenboss,

Literary Gazette..

Swinburne & Pat-

Literary JournaL..

terson
R. F. Tuekerman

ed

Critical

&

1848
1835

&

Co

J. F.
Literary Miscellany
Literary & Scientific Repository
<Sc

Trow &

Co....

Theological Review

mo. Leon. Wood, jr., ed. 1834

C. F.Hoffman
Literary World
Livingston & Wilmer's Express..
Lyceum Reporter k Critical Mismo. Mortimer J. Smith
cellany
Magazine for the Million
Magazine of Horticulture
Magazine of Useful & Entertaining Knowledge.
;

Magnet
Mason &

1852
1849

Wiley & Halsted... 1820 1824

Review

1847
1843

1843
1844
1840

1830 1831

Miner &

183

Shaeffer..

& ReJ.

&

T.

Sworda

1810

Medical Repository & Review of
Medicine & Surgery
J.

&

T.

Swords

1810
1839

Mentor & Fireside Review
Mercantile

Advertiser

Butler & Munford
in 1830
1807

& New
Amos Butler &

York Advocate
Mercantile Guide
nal

& Family Jour-

Merchant's Day Book
Merchant's Intelligencer..
Merchant's Ledger
Message Bird

Co. 1834

Wm.

E. Blakeney.. 1852
&
d. N. R. Stimson
1849
G. Foster
EustiB, Prescott &
1832
Co
1846
d. Pratt & Requa
T.

Brockelbank &

Co
MethodLst Protestant
Metropolitan
Metropolitan Courier

A. T. Piercy
of

Metropolitan Magazine
Mid-Day Courier with the Morning Mails

Midnight Cry
Military Monitor
Register

1842
1836
1852 1852

,

the

Union

Geo. Mearson..
Joseph Mason.,

1847
1835

Joshua Y. Hines

...

1814
1839

Joseph Desnones. 1812
E. Bliss & E.White. 1822
.

J.

Houston &
Brooks

J. G.

1824 1825
1809

Swords

(

1799 1801

York.

Monthly Register, Magazine, &
Review of U. S
John
Monthly Repository & Library

1855

Brlsted..

of Entertaining Knowledge... F. S. Wisgins....
G.S.Wells
Monthly Trade Gazette
Moral & Daily Advertiser
Goodell & Ilines....
Moral Lyceum
C. C.P.Crosby....
John Taylor
Mormon, The
d. Lazarus Beach....
Morning Chronicle
Lewis Jones & Co
Chronicle
d.
Morning
d. John W. Moore ...
Morning Chronicle
Morning Chronicle & Tippecanoe
Advertiser
Morning Post
Joseph Osborne
Morning Post & Family Gazette.d Story & Hildreth...
Williams Bro
Morning Star
S. De Witt BloodMorning Telegraph

1847
1S39
1848
1850

Genio C. Scott...
W. W.Wallace..
J. E.

&

C.

Clark

&

Jones

Prentiss,

Co
Monthly Diadem
Monthly Distribution
Monthly Family Circle & Parlor
Annual
Geo. P. Metcalf...
Monthly Journal of Agriculture John S. Skinner..

18.30

1834

1855
18.32

1833
1855
1803
1802
1842
1840
1810
18.32

1848

1845

good

N. J. Eldridge
1840
J.V.Hines & others. 1838 1846

Morning Watch
Morris's National Press Journal
for

Home

1846
1835

Musical Magazine
Bulletin

18.53

rao.

National Advocate
s. w. Geo. 'WTiite & Co ... 1812
National Advocate for the CounM.M.Noah
1825
try
National Democrat
A. Ingraham, ed.;
C. C. Childs, pub. 1851
D. Darling & E. J.
National Trades Union
Van Cleve
18.35
National Union
1824
Naval Magazine
bi-mo Rev. C. S. Stewart., 1830
Ned Buntline's Own
Edward Z. C. Jud1848
son
New Charitable Monthly
W. C. Conant
1855
.

New Church Messenger quar.
New Church Repository
mo.
New Era & American Courier
d.

&

18.51

1850

New Industrial World
New Mirror
New Monthly Messenger
News

W.

w. J.

Geo. P. Morris
B. Badger

Dexter
Park Benjamin,

Boys' Pictorial

New World

J.

New York American
New York American

1836
1851
1843
1842
1856

Bell

John White

ed.;

Winchester,

1839
pub
Johnson Veiplanck 1820
for

the
D. K. Miner..

Country

New York American Republic,
New York American Sentinel
New York Amulet & Ladies

J. F.

Literary

&

Reli5j;ious

Trow

...

Chronicle F. Fisk, ed

New York Aurora
New York Bulletin
New York Business Chart
New York Cabinet
New York Cadet
New York Cadet & Daughter

1851
1840

W. H.
J.

1841
1845 1848

Starr ..
N. Moffatt..

Daniel

script

Cady

Kellogg

Crusader

&

1847
1832
1851
1843
1851

Taylor... 1842

G. F. Secchi de Casalo

New York Cynosure
New York Daily Bee
New York Daily Gazette..
New York Daily News
New York Daily Sentinel.,

18.30

1840
1847
1830 1833
1850

of

New York Christian Messenger.. P. Price
New York Chronicle
Judd & Macl.iy
New York Citizen
J. P. Tiow & Co
New York City Budget
R. F. Mather
New York Columbian
s. w. Alden Spooner.
New York Commercial TranNew York

1848
1850
1835

1834
1843
1848

Thos.Dunn English 1841

Temperance

John E. Grant..

B.Turner
Monthly Bulletin
Monthly Cosmopolite.,

Science TheodoTOS Foster... 1841
B.
Brown,
(C.
J.
J.
ed.; T. &

..,

& American

Minerva, The
Minerva, or Literary, Entertaining, & Scientific Journal
Ming's New York Price Current.
Mining Journal & American Rail
Road Gazette
Mirror of Fashion
Mirror of the Times
Monitor, The
Monitor & Messenger

&

Chas. Smith
1796 1797
Monthly Military Repository
1813 1813
Monthly Recorder
Monthly Recorder of Five Points
House of Industry
L. M. Pease
Monthly Record of Prison Asso- Prison Asso.of New 1857

Mustang
1848

porter

Mercantile Advertiser

Society of Literature

Monthly Magazine & American \
Monthly Review
J

Intelligencer

1844
1854
1838

Mechanics & Farmers' Magazine

view

Monthly Lecturer of the National

Morning Times & Commercial

Le Roy Sunderland 1843
Tuttle's Advertiser..

Masonic Register & Union. ..mo. J. F. Adams
Alex. McKenzie..
McKenzie's Gazette
Mearson's U. S. Bank Note Re-

of Useful Knowledge
Mechanics' Magazine
Medic:il & Phil. Journal

Publishers.

ciation

School

Literary American

Literary

op Papebs.

I

1853

1843
1834
Kn.app
Archibald McLean. 1788 1817
1843
Evans & Stanley... 1830

John

L.
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Names of Papees.

s

Puilis?iers.

11
New York Daily Times
New York Democrat
New York Directory & Business

E. Philip Williams. 1849
1842

1849

New York Evening

quar. Dr. H.H.Sherwood 1845
1848
E. Weston & Co
|

I

M. Onderdonk,

.mo. H.

1848 1853

ed
Bush,

Journal..

&

Cook

Thompson

Greene & Co
New York Evening Ledger
R. Tvrrell
New York Examiner
M. M. Noah.
New York Examiner
New York Kxaminer
Wm. L. McKenzie.
New York Expositor
mo.
New York Family Herald
Jas. Wamock..
New York Farmers & American

1830
1846
1824
1826
1843
1847
1855
1843

D.K.Miner.

Gardeners' Magazine

New York Farmers' &

Historical

1830

Repository

New York Farmer & Mechanic. W.

H. Stewart &
J.M.Stearns

New York Fireman's Journal.... John W.
New York Galaxy
New York Gazette & General
Advertiser

New York Herald
New York Jeffersonian
New York Journal
s. w.
New York Journal of Education

846 18.57

1826

Long, Turner & Co. 1831 1840
1S02
1845
1810

E. Charles
J.

McKean.

S. S.

&

J. S.

Register

Literary Magazine &
American Atheneum

& Pharmacy

mo.

mo.

Hm

.

s.

w.

s.

w.

NewYork Sporting Magazine.mo.
New York Spy

d.

1809 1811
Anonymotis
John W. Francis,
New York Medical & Philoso- \
Jacob
Dyck- 1810 1814
phical Journal
man, & John
quar. J
'

Beck..

&

Philoso- 1

Drs.

Hosack

&

Francis
1822
j
Medical Times
1851
mo. H. D. Bulklev
Medical Repository... S. L. Mitchell, E.
Miller, & E. H. 1797

phical Resrister

New York Mentor
semi. mo.
New York Mercantile Journal
tri-w.

New York Mesgen ger & Traveller
New York ^lirror
NewYork Mirror & Ladies" Lite- \
rary Gazette
J
New York Miscellany
New York Missionary Magazine

S.

Smith
Wild

1831

Lyon&Hillyer
A. L. Stimson
D. Fanshaw
f S.

1

Phy1824
1830

A. Nash & Co...
J. L. O'Sullivan &
S. J. Tilden
1844
Morton & Horner.. 1781

Daily
Wm. Morton.
Advertiser
Musical Gazette <t
Chas. Dingley.
Literary Lyceum
New York Musical Review &
s. mo. Mason Bros
Gazette

1788

New York

1840
1855

Co. 1848

1830
1822
1855
Francis Hall & Co. 1830
1835
C.R. Golden
1807
1820
House.
Henry
John G. Mumford.. 1831
A. Nash & Co
1822
Rev. A. Dickinson... 1845
1830
Wopster Beach
Sanford
Holland,
& Davies
1835
Haywood, Stanley
&Co
1833
Simon Hunt
1832
J. W. Harrison
1843
1838
1842

D. Joseph
J.Burns...

1843
1836
Lite-

B. Baker
,

& Co

Cleaveland

1858

& McEl-

1855
Geo. H. Hazewell... 1846
ratli

New York Weekly Globe....
New York Weekly Leader.

Cleaveland
rath

& McEl1853

New York Weekly Magazine &
Miscellaneous Repository

New York Weekly
New York Weekly
New York Weekly

,

John Bull

Messenger
P. Donaldson..
Messenger
Messenger &
Burnett & .^mith..
Young Men's Advocate

New
New
New
New

York
York
York
York

.

.

Morris & Willis...
M. Harrison

Weekly Mirror
Weekly Mu.eeum
Weekly News
Weekly Record

New York Weekly

Register

New York Weekly Whig
New York Weekly Whig..d. &
Nichols'

1800 1804

&

Literary Jourual

Gavin, Rodgers

1832
1827
1810
1845

&

Co

1832
1834
1833

Association
J. S.

Wilson

w. 0. L. Holley

Monthly

Nineteenth Centurj'
Nisbitt's

,

1795
1831
1840

&

1843

Woodworth &
G. P. Morris ... 1823 1842
1850

Chronicle.... Association of
sicians

New York Morning Post
New York Morning Post &

1854
'1839

183^ 1843

.

Catholic Diary

mo. T. Swords

New York Morning Herald..
New York Morning News...

mo
Com

New York Watchman
New York Waverley and
rary Home Circle
New York Weekly Critic

1830
1810 1811

geons

New York Medical Magazine.mo.
New York Medical & Philosophical Journal

Parlor

1790

&

1850
1823

Bunce.,

'

New York Washingtonian
New York Washington Reformer

1843
R. Roster & Co
D. M. Reese, ed
1850
Association of Physicians &
Sur-

C. B. Norton....

Michael Tookey..

1843
1850

Literary

Repository

New York Mech.inic
New York Medical Gazette. ..mo.
New York Medical Inquirer..mo.

Henry Dana Ward 18.31
W.Green
1844

B. Aldrich.
Geo. Mearson

New York Scorpion
New York Sentinel
New York Shamrock
New York Shanghai
New York Spectator

panion

S. C.

& Ballard

Wright, jr.,
L. S. Cutting 1848

mo. E. Bliss & E.White. 1825 1827
Henrv Clapp & T.

Magazine
Saturday Post

NewYork

New York Traveler
New York A'isitor
New York Tisitor &

1825

&

New York Religious Chronicle... Gray &
New York Review
New York Review & Atheneum

New York Transcript

,

E.

Anti Masemi. mo.

Gazette.mo.
York Register of Medicine

1819 1821

Messenger

New York Machinist
New York Magazine &

New York Monthly

\

1826 1827

Brooks

1840
1852
1855
1845

J

Jas. G. Brooks.,

Jas. S.

18.31

)

NewYork Register &

New

S.

j

Journal &

New York Luminary & Weekly

New York
New York

&

Review

...

C. B. Norton
Jas. G. Reed

Colley

Baptist

1786
1843

New York

Medical

Register

....

Skinner
Kellogg & Co

Register
sonic

1808
1841 1856
1850

Negrin

McKean

Jas.

g

Devyn 1844

Woodard & Co

New York Pilot
New York Planet
New York Quarterly
New York Quarterly
New York Recorder
New York Recorder &
New York

Thos. Ainge
J. J.

Organ

1757

Belles Lett res Repository

New York

People's

Eleazer Osgood.

New York Legal Obser\'er
S.Owen
New York Literary Gazette &
"t B K Repository
New York Literarj'

New York

NeAv York Picayune

Thos. Greenleaf..

1846

Journal, or Weekly

Register

...

New York Spy
New York Standard
s. mo.
New York Standard & Statesman
New York Statesman
s. w.
New York Telegraph
New York Telescope
New York Times

Denman
Journal & Patriotic

New York

K
New York National Reformer
New York Patriot & Morning

Fowler.... 1858 1858

Randall

New York

Publishers.

Advertiser

I

Bulletin

New York Dissector.
New York Dutchman
New York Ecclesiologist

Names of Papers.

s s

si

American Times

Norton's Literary Advertiser....
Norton's Literary Gazette

& H.

1833
D.Ward
Thos. L. Nichols.... 1855
1848
G. F. Nisbitt & Co.. 1849
1S51
B.
Norton....
Chas.

.i

Publishers' Circular
Fellows' Literary Magazine.

Odd

Old Countryman
Olio,

The

Olive Plant
Olive Plant & Ladies' Temperance

Advocate
L'Echo

Chas. B. Norton.... 1854
1848
1829
1813
S. Marks..
1841
Pierce

& Reed..

du Jour, &
J. J. Negrin....
Daily Advertiser
Organ of the Washington Soc.
& Auxiliaries
Parker s Journal & Weekly Gaz. Wm. B. Parker.

1841

L'Oracle,

1808

1843
1850
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op Papers.

Publishers.

^1

SI
Parley's Magazine..

Parlor Annual
Parlor Magazine
Passion Flower
Path Kinder

mo. C. S. Francis & Co..
mo. Rev. D. Newell...
John W. Moore...
Miss A. Keed
Park Godwin
A. Noonan & Co.,
Peabody & Co

1843
1845
1835
1836
1843
1840
1834

Paul Pry
Peabody's Parlor Journal
Pekin Tea Company's Gazette...
James 'Webster..
People's Democratic Guide
People's Friend and Daily Ad-

184'

1841

Frank
Pooler & Co.
Dr. J. M. Lovell..

1806
1850
1854

J.

vertiser

Penny Dispatch
Penny Gazette
des Dames, or
Monthly Journal of Fashion...

Petit Courrier

1836
1851
1844
1830

Photographic Art Journal.. ..mo.
licture GuUery
Wm. Leggett
Plain Dealer
Pooler & Co.'s Weekly Dispatch.. (Formerly Wilson's
Dispatch)
mo. A. Montgomery
Popular Educator
Alex. Miny
Price Cuirent
E. Stranahan
Progressive Democrat
mo. .Tohn F. Trow
Prop.tgandist
Protestant Episcopal rulpit..mo. H.Dyer
L. D. Dewey
Protestant Magazine
Protestant Vindicator
Bowne, Wisner &

1851
1853
1807
1849
1850
1831
1834

Co
J.Frank & Co

1835
1807
1842

Public Advertiser
Public Ledger
Publishers' Journal & Teachers
0. Hutchinson
& Parents' Companion

Holbrook,

Pulpit Reporter

1847

Buck-

1850
ingham & Co
Geo. P. Putnam
1S53 1856
Quarterly Anti Slavery Ma;;azine Elizur Wright, jr.. 1836
Quarterly Paper of Foreign
John S. Taylor
1843
Evangelical Society
Rail Road Advocate
Z. Colborn
1857

Putnam's Monthly Magazine

.

Rambler's Magaxine & Historical Register
mo.
1809
Real Estiite Gazette
1855
Joseph Barlow
and
Rechabite
Temperance
mo. M. & T. J. Strong.. 1845
Bugle
Reformed Dutch Slagazine
R. P. D. Clergymen
1834
1849
Register and Spirit of the Press.. Y.B. Palmer
J. Crooker
1797
Register of the Times
mo. 0. Batcheler, ed.
1835
Religious Magazine
1831
Reporter & Banking Circular....
Reports of Practice Cases in
mo. Abbott Bros..
New York Courts
Republic, A Monthly Magazine
of Am. Lit. Pol. & Arts
Tlios. R. 'V\liitney... 1851 1855
1801
Republican Watch Tower ...s. w. Jas. Chatham
mo. Rev.
Reviser
Silas
E.
1854
Shepherd
Revue Fran^aise des Families et
des Personnantis
1844
Richardson's Journal
1857
1847
Rough & Ready
Rush Light
Wm. Cobbett.
1799 1799
Sabbath Magazine
mo.
1835
Sabbatli Monitor
mo. Myron Finch
1845
Sabbath School Monitor.. ..s. mo. Myron Finch
Chas. Parker...
1841
Sachem
Thos. Picton
1853
Sacred Ciicle..
Edmonds,
Judge
Dr. Dexter, &
G. Warren
1852
1843
Sargent's New Monthly
Epes Sargent
B.
Edmund
Green.
1844
Emporium
Saturday
T. W. Clarke & S
Saturday Evening Gazette..
Paine
1827
mo.
Saxoni's Musical Times
1849
mo.
Sears' Family Visitor
1851
Sears' New Montlily Magazine,
Robert Sears
1S46
mo. Josiah Holbrook.... 1843
Self Instructor
J. S. Dickerson
School Fellow
1855
Marcius Willson... 1857 1858
School and Home Journal..
Rev. A. R.Phippen.. 1860
School Mate
Scientific Correspondent
A. C. Morey
1846
Scientific Mechanic
Rufus Porter
1S47
Scottish .Journal
J. G. Cummings.
1840
Scottish Patriot
1S40
,

Rcovill's

Family

Scrutinizer..
Shamrock, or

Gazetteer....

8. w. IChas. Y. Baldwin
Hibernian Chron..|Edward Gillespie.

18.50

1827
l.'^30

Shekinah..

&

Partridge
ton

Brit

1853
mo. Moore & Jackson... 1845

Shilling Gazette

Daniel E. Sickles... 1844
Geo. F. Hopkins.... 1798
1845
Scovill & Hyatt
1847
1849
Fowler & Wells
J. G. Brooks & E.
1835
V. Sparhawk
18.52
Wm. T. Porter
Sporting Chronicle
mo. Rev. H. Dyer
1847
Standard Bearer
1847
Starns & Co.'s Monthly Bulletin
1843
Stars and Stripes
Fay & Carr
1857
Star Spangled Banner
Dexter & Bro..
Star in the West, or Marion
T. W. Cummings... 1812
Chronicle
Statesman..C. C. Tunison
Stimmet's & Pettigrew's Ameri1851
can Report of Fashions
1848
Student & Young Tutor._
J. S. Denman..
1850
Sunday Era
1851
Herald
Glentworth....
Geo.
Sunday
Sunday Leader
Ingraham & Sweet 1855
1831
Mail
Sunday
Sam. Jenks Smith. 1836
Sunday Morning News
1840
J. Leavitt
Sunday Morning News
1847
Sunday News
183i
S. Yail
Sunday Reporter
8. mo, Amer. S. S. Union.. 1829
Sunday School Journal
P. B. S. S. Union... 1835
Sunday School Visitor

Sober Second Thought
Spectator
Spirit of the Age
Spirit of the Age
Spirit of the Age
Spirit of Seventy-Six

,

,

,

,

Sunday Times & Noah's Weekly
Jlessenger.
Sylvester's New Reporter
Sylvester's Reporter, Counterfeit Detector, and New York
Price Current
Tailor's Eclectic Repository..mo.
Teachers' Advocate & Journal of

Sylvester

S. J.

Co.

Sylvester

183

& G. Williams 1845
M. McKean & E.
1846

P.Allen
Goodell

&

nines.... 1831
S. P.

mo. W. Goodell &
Hines
Thalia, or the Gentleman's Comb.

1832

pany.

The German Correspondent
The Great City
The Log Cabin
The Man
The Nation
The New Yorker
The New Yorker
The Old Countryman
The Parthenon
The Parthenon
The People

1840

D. S.
J.

Education

Temperance Advocate
Temperance Budget

&

1820
1845
1840 1840

Herman.,
H. Greeley
Geo. H. Evans

18.34

1849
1835
Stuart & Webster.. 1S50
J. T. Pickering, ed. 1842
1827
S. Woodworth
1851

H. Greeley &

Co....

J. Devin Riley &
W. E. Robinson..
R. & T. Hamilton...
People's Press
Windt
& Evans ....
Rights
People's
People's Weekly Journal.... R. Walsh
Pick
Joseph E. Scovill.-.
Wm. Van Norden..
Plain Dealer

1849
1841 1856
1844
1S60
1836
1836
1852
mo. C. M. Saxton
Plow
&
the
Anvil
S.
Skinner&
J.
Sons 1848 1851
Plow, the Loom,
1845
S. Brannon
Prophet
Protestant, or Exposer of Rev. Geo. Bourne &
1830
Dr. Brownlee
Popery
1841
The Rainbow
Van Rensselaer
The Ramshorn

The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

The
The
The
The
The
The
The

184';
Rogers
Gallagher& Morrell 1S48
Jonas Winchester. 1843
1830
S. E. Cornish

Recruit
Republic
Rights of AH.
Rising Sun

1850
1844
Labra & Dean ....
1834 1837
Day & Wisner....
Haywood, Lynd &

Rover

Sun
Transcript

1835

Stanley

The Town.,
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

Uncle

Andrews,

Sam

Union
Union

d.
d.

Beau-

mont & Co
Dexter & Bro
J. Phillips & Co..
M. M. Noah

1845
1S47
1S4.")

1^42

Unit

ISfiO

War
Way

WoodworthA Co. 1SV2
1.S58
Edgar & Herries.
S.

of Life

Whig
Whip

1850
Geo. B. Wooldridge 1843
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Names

of Papers.

Publishers.

M. Church....

The World
The Yankee
Time I'iece

J.

True
True
True
True

Dexter

Williams Bro...

Philip Freneau..
Transactions of American Ethnological Society
Society
Hunt k Adams.
Traveller, Times, k Journal...
True American
Wm. E. Blakeney..

Flag
Sun, Daily

Sun
Wesleyan
Two Worlds

& Bro

Assoc'n of Printers
Gallagher &Kettell
O.Scott

John W. Moore

United States Advertising Circular

United States Economist
J. P. KetteU.,
United States Farmer & Journal
of American Institute
mo. S. Fleet
United States Law Joui'naL..mo. George F. Hopkins
United States Magazine
J. M. Emerson& Co.
United States Military and Naval Argus
John Crawley, ed...
United States Nautical Magazine
& Naval Journal
Griffiths & Bates...
United States Review " Demomo. Lloyd & Campbell..
cracy"
United States Service Journal... S.W. W.Tompkins
Univercoelum & Spiritual Philosopher
Universal Traveller
Daniel Hewitt
Universalist Union
P. Price

Vial of Wrath Junk Bottle of (Satire upon MilDestruction
lerites)
Visitor k Ladies' Parlor Maga^
zine
Voice of the People
W. S. Hawley....
Wall Street Journal
Fred. Robinson..
Wall Street Reporter
;

Washingtonian
Washingtonian Daily News
Washingtonian Organ
Washington Republican
Water Cure Visitor k Health
Journal
Weekly Chronicle

Herrick

&

L. Starr

&Co

Ropes.,

James Burns
Joel Shew.

Hudson k

Co...

NIAGARA COUNTY.
This county was formed from Genesee, March 11, 1808. Erie was
oflf
April 2, 1821. It lies upon the w. border of the State, in
the angle formed by the junction of Niagara River and Lake OnIt is centrally distant 255 mi. from Albany, and contains
tario.
558 sq. mi. The surface is generally level or gently undulating.
taken

It is divided into 2 distinct parts or terraces by a ridge extending
The lake shore is a bluff 10 to 30 feet high, and from its
E. and w.

summit

the lower terrace slopes gradually upward to the foot of an
known as the mountain ridge, where it attains an elevation

elevation

This ridge extends e. and w.
through the n. part of Royalton and Lockport, and near the center
of Cambria and Lewiston, and forms the n. declivity of the s. terrace.
At its w. extremity it has an elevation of 250 feet above the lower terrace, and is nearly
perpendicular. This height gradually declines toward the e., and upon the e. line of the co. it has
an elevation of 80 to 100 feet. Through the central part of the co. the ridge is divided into two
The upper ridge is
declivities, separated by a plateau from a few rods to a half mi. in width.
limestone, and for many mi. presents the face of a perpendicular cliff.
Throughout the co. the
of 100 to 150 feet above the lake.

ridge
is

The s. half of the co., extending s. from the
too steep for cultivation.
It has a slight inclination toward the s., and terminates in the

is

very

level.

summit of this ridge,
Tonawanda Swamp.

The whole inclination of the slope vnthin the limits of the co., however, does not exceed 30 feet.
The lake ridge supposed to have been the ancient shore of the lake extends w. from Orleans co.

—

—

tlirough Hartland and Newfane, thence turns s. w., and appears to terminate near Lockport Village.
It appears again farther w., and at Cambria it is divided into two parts, the n. extending n. w.
about 3 mi. and gradually declining to the level of the general surface, and the s. extending s. w.
and uniting with the mountain ridge 4 mi. e. of Lewiston.^ This ridge is composed of sand and

gravel and the usual debris thrown up by a large body of water, and in character is essentially
It varies from 5 to 25 feet in height, and is 20 to 150 feet
different from the surrounding surface.

The n. descent is generally slightly longer and steeper than the s. The lowest rock in
Medina sandstone, which crops out in the ravines along the shore of the lake. It is
the underlying rock of the w. half of the co., and extends to the foot of the mountain ridge. This
ridge is composed of the sandstones and limestones belonging to the Niagara and Clinton groups,
the heavy masses of compact limestone appearing at the top. The Onondaga salt group occupies a
in width.

the CO.

is

narrow
of

the

along the s. border of the co. Nearly the entire surface is covered with deep deposits
the rocks only appearing on the declivities of the mountain ridge and in the ravines of the

strip

drift,

streams.

Springs of weak brine are found in the ravines throughout the n. half of the co. They exude
from the Medina sandstone but none of them are sufiBciently strong to be profitably worked. The
Medina sandstone which lies at the foot of the mountain ridge has been quarried at several places
for paving and flagging.
Above the sandstone is a layer of impure limestone, about 4 feet thick,
from which water cement is manufactured. The Niagara limestone furnishes an excellent building
material and a good quality of lime. The principal quarries are situated in the vicinity of Lockfrom them was obtained the stone for the construction of the canal locks at that place.^
port, and
vein of this stone filled with fossils admits of a high polish, and is used for ornamental purposes,
presenting a beautiful variegated appearance.
Niagara River forms the w. and a part of the s. boundary of the co. It flows almost due w. from
the e. extremity of Grand Island to the Falls, and thence nearly due n. to Lake Ontario. It contains several small islands belonging to this co., the principal of which are Tonawanda, Cayuga,
Buckhorn, and Goat Islands. In its passage from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario, a distance of about
;

A

1 This deflection in the course of the hike
ridge must have head of the latter ravine ia a nearly perpendicular precipice, at
been caused by a large bay that extended s. toward Lockport
which point must have been a waterfall.
2 This stone is found
and the n. branch of the ridge which terminates so abruptly in
along the whole course of the mountain
Cambria was undoubtedly a bar extendin;;; into the lake. Two ridge, and can be quarried in every town. The deep cut in the
large strearas probably discharged their waters into this bay,— canal w. of Lockport is through this strata, and the perpendicular
one through the ravine in which the Krie Canal is located, and ledges of rock on each side present the most favorable location
one through a deep ravine about 2 mi. w. of Lockport. At the ia the co. for quarrying.
%19
29
;
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30 mi., the river descends 334 feet, the difference of level between the two lakes. Above Schlosser
and below Lewiston the current of the river is not very rapid, and the descent is trifling, so that
The plateau in which the basin
into a space of about 8 mi.
nearly the whole fall is condensed
of Lake Erie is situated extends to the mountain ridge at Lewiston, the summit of the ridge being
34 feet higher than Lake Erie. The river originally must have flowed over the face of this precitime Niagara Falls were 7 mi. below their present position. By the wearing away
pice, at which
of the rocks the falls have gradually receded, becoming lower at each period of their progress, and
leaving a deep, rocky channel, with ragged and precipitous banks 200 feet high, to mark their
course and attest their power.^ At the present time the falls are at the abrupt angle where the
river changes from a w. to a n. course, and the water is precipitated in part over the front or extremity of the chasm and in part over the side, the two parts of the fall being at nearly right

angles to each other. Goat Island, having an area of about 70 acres, lies between the two falls, its
w. edge being a continuation of the precipice over which the water flows.* The principal fall at
the head of the chasm on the w. side is known as the Canadian or Horse Shoe Fall,^ and the fall

The Canadian Fall is 2000 feet wide and 154 feet high,
of Goat Island as the American Fall.
and the American Fall 900 feet wide and 163 feet high and it is estimated that 100 million tons
A mi. above the edge of the falls a series of rapids
of water flow over the two falls every hour.

E.

;

feet before taking the final plunge.*
From the foot of the
cataract the river flows about 2 mi. in a comparatively still current, but from that point to Lewiston
it is compressed within narrow banks, and flows through the tortuous, rocky channel in a
perfectly

commences, the water descending 60

tumultuous and resistless torrent. The immense body of water in Niagara gives to the falls, and
to the rapids both above and below, a grandeur scarcely equaled by any other of nature's works.
Here one of the largest rivers in the world, forming the outlet of the great internal fresh water seas
of North America, plunges down the shelving rapids and leaps into the profound chasm below, and
then whirls and struggles with an apparently almost irresistible force in its rocky channel for 7

emerges from its mountain barrier and spreads out into the calm and peaceful
Scenes of surpassing sublimity and grandeur open upon the view at every
point, and pilgrims from every part of the world flock hither to offer their devotions at one of the
mi.,

and

at last

waters of Ontario.

great shrines of universal nature.
Tonawanda Creek forms the greater part of the s. boundary of the co. Along its course are a
The other principal streams are
series of extensive marshes known as the Tonawanda Swamp.*
1 The
precipice over which the water flows is composed of
compact limestone, with shale above and below. The
Wearing away of the shale above has formed the rapids, and
the disintegration of that below has left the limestone in overhanging masses until they break off with their own weight.
The dip of the rock is toward the 8. and as the falls recede the
surface of the limestone will come nearer and nearer the present
bottom of the fall, until, at a distance of 4 mi. farther back, it
will entirely disappear, and, the soft shales wearing away irre-

Bolid,

;

gularly, the river will at
in a series of rapids.

some distant period of the future

fall

upon the precipice T>. of Goat Island, and is
separated from it \>y a. stream 65 feet wide, which forms a distinct fall.
Beneath the shelving rock over which this small
cataract flows is a recess of 30 feet, known as the Cave of the
Winds. Three small islands lying near the head of Goat Island
are called the Three Sisters. Bath Island lies between Goat
Island and the American shore, about 50 rods above the falls.
bridge extends from the American shore to Bath Island, and
another thence to Goat Island. The first bridge was built in
1817 ; but the next spring it was swept away by the ice. The
one built in 1818, and rebuilt in 1839, was replaced by the present iron bridge in 1857. The cribs were sunk in the rapids
from the end of a long platform projecting from the shore and
heavily loaded with stone to keep it firm. As one crib was sunt
and filled with stone, the platform was pushed forward and
another sunk at its extremity ; and so on to the island. Before
the bridge was built, access to the island was attended with
great peril, and very few persons had attempted it. It was done
by shooting down in boats from above, a strong rope being
fastened to the shore, by which the boat in returning was swung
back. It is related that the flret white person who visited the
island was Israel Putnam, in 1755, while on a campaign against
2

Luna Island

lies

A

Fort Niagara.— Z'wipft^'s Travels, IT, 88. The Indians appear to
have crossed occasionally, and traces of their graves are still
Been. On the 23d of Feb. 1811, Augustus Porter applied for the
purchase of the island, upon which to keep sheep, and alleged

in his petition that the wolves that infested the settlement rendered this business next to impossible without some asylum
like this for their preservation. It was afterward bought by

the Porters.
* This name was given from the semicircular shape of the
edge of the clifl" over which the water flowed. The shape now
U nearly that of a right angle.

*

Numerous improvements have been made

to afford facili-

ties to visitors.
A staircase constructed at the N. extremity
of the American Fall, some years since, waa burnt and rebuilt in 1858; another, upon Goat Island, was built in 1829, and
called the Biddle Staircase and another near Table Rock, upon
the Canada shore, by which visitors can descend to the bottom
of the precipice. A row boat ferry crosses the river from the
foot of the American Staircase, and a carriage road extends up
the bank on the Canadian side. A little w. of Go.at Island, in
the midst of the rapids near the edge of the precipice, a stone
tower 45 ft. high was constructed, in 1833, to aflbrd a more extensive view of the fulls.
The " Maid of tlie Mist." a small
steamer, makes trips upon the river from her dock, a little aliove
Suspension Bridge, into the foam and mist just below the Canadian Fall. The awful majesty of this cataract is seen to great
advantage in the wnter season, when the spray settling upon
all objects in the vicinity covers them with a glittering crust
of ice. The rocks below become loaded with immense niasges;
and in extremely cold winters the river below gets blocked in
so as to form a natural bridge, over which peojile venture to cross
to the Canada shore and even up to the island.
In the winter
of 1841-42 the river was pa.ssable for several months, and a
small house was built near the center for the sale of refreshments. The ice was estimated to be 100 ft. thick. A year seldom
passes without several fatal accidents h.ippening at these falls,
and an enumeration of those who have been drawn into the
rapids, or who have slipped from the precipice and been mangled
upon the rocks below, would form a long and mournful catalogue. In 1827 the Michigan, a condemned schooner, was sent
over the falls, with several animals on board, in the presenc*
of 15,000 spectators. She mostly went to pieces iu the rapids.
In 1829 the schooner Superior, "and in 1841 the ship Detroit,
were towed into the rapids, but the former lodged several days,
and the latter was permanently grounded upon the rocks in the
;

rapids.

6 This
swamp could be drained if the State dam at the month
of Tonawanda Creek was removed; and this only is needed to
convert the tract into the most productive region in the co. As
the land is cleared, it becomes sufficiently dry for agricultural
purposes. The muck and marl which abound in the swamp,
and the limestone and gypsum which underlie it, are all Bource»
of great agricultural wealth.
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Four Mile, Six Mile, Twelve Mile, and Eighteen Mile Creeks, named from their respective distances from the mouth of Niagara River,
Fish and Golden Hill Creeks, all emptying into Lake
Ontario; Mud Creek and East Branch, tributaries of Tunawanda Creek, and Cayuga and Gill

—

Creeks, tributaries of Niagara River. The streams that flow n. have all worn deep ravines in the
drift deposits
and they are frequently interrupted by falls, furnishing abundance of water-power.
strip of land extending from the summit of the mountain ridge about 2 mi. s. is covered
;

A

with a sandy loam, and the remainder of the upper terrace is clayey, largely intermixed with
muck along the s. border. The soil between the mountain and lake ridges is a clayey loam, and
along the lake ridge and N. of it it is a sandy and gravelly loam. The people are principally
engaged in grain raising, for which the co. is most admirably adapted barley, oats, corn, and
;

The manufacture of flour and other articles is
potatoes are the staple agricultural products.*
largely carried on at Lockport, and the manufacturing interests at Niagara Falls are on the
The vast water power that can be made available at the falls will continually attract
increase.
the attention of practical men, until eventually an immense manufacturing interest will be built up.
The CO. seat is located at the village of Lockport.^ The courthouse is a stone building erected
upon a fine lot in the w. part of the village.* The jail, situated upon the same lot, is a well con-

structed stone building, but destitute of means of ventilation. The average number of inmates is
The CO. clerk's ofBce is a stone fireproof building contiguous to the courthouse.* The poorhouse is located upon a farm of 130 acres 3 mi. n. w. of the courthouse. The average number of

27.

inmates

is 95,

supported at a weekly cost of 50 cts. each. The farm yields a revenue of $1000.
teach the children and to exercise a constant supervision over

A teacher is constantly employed to

The insane are properly provided for, and are uniformly treated kindly.*
The Erie Canal enters the co. near the n. line of Royalton, and extends s. w. to Lockport, thence
nearly due s. to Tonawanda Creek, and thence along that creek to its mouth. The heaviest and
most extensive work upon the canal is at Lockport, where the passage of the mountain ridge is
A series of combined double locks, 5 in number, overcomes an elevation of 56 ft., and
effected.
from the summit a deep cut through the solid limestone extends several miles westward.® The
them.

& Niagara Falls Division of the N. Y. Central R. R. extends through RoyalCambria, and Niagara, and a corner of Lewiston and Wheatfield, terminating at
The Buffalo & Lockport Branch R. R. extends s. w.
Suspension Bridge upon Niagara River.
from Lockport through Cambria, Pendleton, and Wheatfield. The Buffalo & Niagara Falls R. R.
extends along Niagara River through Niagara and Wheatfield, and a n. branch is extended to
Lewiston. The Canandaigua & Niagara Falls Branch R. R. unites with the B. & N. F. R. R. at
Tonawanda.' Three daily and five weekly newspapers are published in the co.®

Rochester, Lockport,
ton, Lockport,

1 Wheat formed the
great
when the midge commenced

staple of the co. until about 1850,
its ravages.
the co. was first erected, the co. seat was fixed at Buffalo.
The buildings were given up to Erie co. upon the erection
of the latter county.
3 This
building was erected in 1824. The first co. officers were,
Augustus Porter, First Judge ; Louis S. Le Couteulx, Co. Clerk ;
Asa Ransom, Sheriff; and Archibald S. Clarke, Surrogate.
* Built in
1856, at a cost of $13,000.
6 The Senate Committee in 1856 concluded the
report upon
this institution as follows: "The house is well kept, and by
the result proves that, as a question of economy merely, it is
less expensive to maintain a good poorhouse than it is a poor
one."
* The
project of building a ship canal around Niagara Falls has
from time to time excited much attention, and several surveys
2

When

—

have been made, but thus far without result. The earliest incorporation for this object was in 1798.
1 In 1838 a horse-car R. R. was built from
Lewiston, 3 mi., to
connect with the Lockport & Niagara Falls R. R. but the track
has been transferred to the Central R. R. Co. The Niagara &
Lake Ontario R. R., extending from Niagara Falls to Youngstown,
has been built, but it is not yet in operation.
;

8

The Niagara Democrat, the

first

paper published in the

v/as started at Lewiston in 1821

co.,

by Benjamin Furguson.
In the following year it was removed to Lockport, and
soon after changed to
In Aug. 1822, it passed into the
TTie Lockport Observatory.
hands of Orsamus Turner, and in 1828 it was united with
the Niagara Sentinel and issued as
The Sentinel and Observatory. In 1828, Peter Besangon, jr., hecame the proprietor, and changed it to
The Lockport Journal. In 1829 it waa purchased by Asa Story
and changed to
The Lockport Balance. In 1834 it was united with The Gazette,
under the name of
The Balance and Gazette. It was soon afterward changed again to
Thi Lockport balance. It was successively published by Isaac
C. Colton and T. H. Ilyatt until 1837, when it was sold to
Turner & Lyon and merged in The Niagara Democrat.

TJie Lewiston Sentinel was commenced at Lewiston in 1823 by
James 0. Daily. It soon after passed into the hands
of Oliver Grace, who removed it to Lockport and issued
it

as

The Niagara
The

Sentinel.

In 1S28

it

was united with The Lockport

Observatorj'.
Gazette was started at Lockport in 1833

by P. Baker.

In

1834 it was united with The Balance.
The N^iagnra Democrat was started at Lockport in 1835 by
In 18G7 it was united with The
Turner & Lyon.

Balance and issued as
The Niagara Democrat and Lockport Balance. The latter part
of the title was soon dropped. In 1839 it passed into
the hands of T. P. Scoville; and in 1846, into those of
Turner & McCollum. It was continued by different
publishers until 1858, when it was united with The
The weekly edition is now
liockport Advertiser.
issued as

The Niagara Democrat,

by A. S. Prenti-ss.
The Niagara Cataract was commenced at Lockpoit in 1846 by
R. H. Stevens, and was continued by Humphrey &, Fox
and C. J. Fox until 1851.
The Daily Gazette was published at Niagara Falls during the
summer of 1859 by Pool & Sleeper.
The Lockport Daily Advertiser was commenced in Feb. 1854, by
A. S. Prentiss. June 1, 185S, it was united with The
Democrat, as

The liOckport Daily Advertiser and Democrat, under which

title it is still issued.
started at Lockport, May 1, 1827, by
It was successively issued by George
Reese, T. T. Flagler, Crandall & Brigham, C. L. Skcels,

The Niagara Courier was
M. Cadwallader.

and S. S. I'omroy.
The Lockport Daily Cfiurier was commenced by Crandall &
Brigham in 1844, and continued successively by D. S.
Crandall, C. L. Skeels, and S. S. Pomroy, until 1859,
when both the daily and weekly were united with The
.Tournal

;

Tlie Journal
name of

the daily as

and Courier,

and the weekly by the
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This CO. was a portion of the domain of the Seneca Nation, though none of its principal villages
were located within its limits. The first European visitant of whom there is any record was La
Salle, a French adventurer, who, accompanied by Tonti and Father Hennepin, conducted an expedition up the lakes for the double purpose of traffic with the Indians and of extending the French
influence among the native tribes. In the fall of 1678 he established a trading post on the present
site of Fort Niagara, at the mouth of Niagara River, and soon after laid the keel of a small vessel
of 60 tons, at the mouth of Cayuga Creek, above the falls. This vessel was launched in the commencement of the following summer, and christened the Griffin and on the 7th of Aug. the party
;

upon Lake Erie.^ The first work at Fort Niagara was a simple palisade; but in 1687 De
This was soon after
Nonville, the French commander, constructed there a fort vnth four bastions.
and, a fatal sickness having destroyed most of the garrison, it was soon
besieged by the Senecas
after abandoned. Joncaire, another French adventurer, built a house on the present site of Lewiston in 1721 and about 4 years after another defensive work was erected on the old site of the
palisade of La Salle. This fortress was afterward enlarged, and became one of the most important
French posts w. of Montreal. In the summer of 1759, Gen. Prideaux, at the head of a large force
The fort was besieged about the
of regulars and provincial troops, was sent to reduce the place.
1st of July; and on the 25th it was surrendered to Sir Wm. Johnson, upon whom the command
of the expedition had devolved upon the death of Gen. Prideaux.^
The fortress was repaired and garrisoned by the English; and during the Revolution it became
the headquarters of the marauding parties of tories and Indians that desolated the frontier settlements along the Mohawk, Susquehanna, and Delaware.' Fort Niagara continued in possession of
the British until 1796.* The portion of the Tuscarora Indians who were allies of the English during
the Revolution removed to the neighborhood of Fort Niagara after the destructive campaign of Sullivan, in 1779, to obtain means of preventing absolute starvation. The Senecas donated them a square
mi. of land, and subsequently the Holland Land Co. 2 sq. mi. In 1804 they purchased an addiset sail

;

;

On the 19th of Dec. 1813, Fort Niagara, then in possession
garrison, was surprised and taken by the British ; and it continued in their possession until the close of the war.
The villages at Lewiston and Niagara Falls were burnt about

tional tract of 4329 acres, for $13,722.

of an

American

In 1826, Fort Niagara was the scene of Morgan's imprisonment previous to his final
disappearance.^ The land in this co. was all included in the Holland Purchase, except the small
resei"vations of the Tonawanda and Tuscarora Indians, and a strip of a mile in width along Niagara

the same time.

The first
River, reserved by the State for the purposes of a portage road around Niagara Falls.
settlements were commenced about the beginning of the present century, and the growth of the
The great impetus
CO., in common with the whole territory of the Holland Purchase, was rapid.
to growth, however, was given by the completion of the Erie Canal in 1825 and the subsequent
construction of railroads. In 1837 the co. became the seat of great excitement connected with the
so-called Patriot

British territory,

The

—

both of which are
Richardson & Freeman.

Intelligencer,

now

issued

by

Priestcraft Exposed was published from 1828 to 1830 at Lockport by L. A. Spaulding.
The Loci-port Journal was started in July, 1851, by M. C. Rich-

ardson; and in 1852
The Loci-port Daily Journal was commenced, and both editions
were continued until 1859, when they were united with
the daily and weekly Courier, as already noticed.

The Fi-ontie.r Sentinel-naB published
"
the

Patriot

War"

at Lockport in 1837, during
T. P. Scoville.
at Lockport

excitement, by
The liockport Chronicle
was started

April 9, 1859, by S. S. Pomroy & Co.
Lewiston Telegraph was started at Lewiston in 1836 by John
A. Harrison & Co., and was continued about 3 years.
The Niagara Falls Journal was published a short time in 1837
by Francis & Ward.
The Niagara Chronicle was published at Niagara Falls in 1838 by
J. Simpson.
The Niagara Cataract was started in 1846 at Lockport by
Stephens & Humphrey, and continued a short time.
The Iris was commenced at Niagara Falls in 1846 by George H.
Hackstaff, and was continued until 1854.
The Niagara Times was published at Niagara Falls from Oct.
1855 to Oct. 18.57, by W. E. Tunis.

Tlte

The
The

Iflagara Falls Gazette was started May 17,1854,
by fOiA & Sleeper, by whom it is still issued.
JNiagara City Herald was started at Suspension

Bridge in Oct. 1855. by G. II. Hackstaff: and in the following year it passed into the hands of N. T. HackstafT,

by
'

The

whom

it is

vessel sailed

—

War. Most of the Patriot forces that rendezvoused upon Na'vy Island ^within
and just above the rapids of the falls were transported from Schlosser, upon the

now

published.

through Lakes Erie and Huron to Green

Bay, where it cast anchor and remained some time. After being
freighted with a rich cargo of furs, it started on its return voyage ; but from that time no tidings ever came of the vessel or

La Salle and Father Hennepin left the vessel on its upward voyage at Detroit, and afterward penetrated the western
crew.

wilderness to the Mississippi River.

While Sir Wm. Johnson remained at this place he made a
Wm. Stedman to construct a road for a portage
from Lewiston to Schlosser above the Falls. This road was
finished in 1763; and on the 20th of June of that year the contractor started with 25 loaded wagons from Lewiston, under the
convoy of 50 soldiers. As the party were passing a deep gulf
8

contract with

upon the very edge of the

cliff

known

as the Devil's Hole, they

were assailed by a large force of Senecas who were lying in
wait for them, and the whole party except one were driven off
the precipice, which here has a perpendicular height of 180 ft.
Wm. Stedman escaped by forcing his horse through the ranks
of the Indians; and one soldier a drummer was saved by his
belt catching in the top of a tree below and so breaking the

—

force of his

—

fall.

8 The
prisoners taken upon the war-paths were generally conducted to this place, where they were often obliged to submit
to the terrible ordeal of the gauntlet. A premium was also hero
given for scalps, stimulating the Indians to murder. The tories
who rendezvoused here were usually more inhuman than the

Indians.
* Col.
Smith, who commanded this post at the time
render, was the commanding officer of the British at
of Lexington. As Niagara was one of the very last
rendered. Col. Smith may with propriety be said to
ticipated in both the opening and closing acts of the
* See
Revolution.
page 323.

of its surthe battle
posts sur-

have par-

American
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and great excitement prevailed in consequence. The steamer Caroline, engaged
in furnishing re-inforcements and supplies to the insurgents, was cut from her moorings, on tho
night of Dec. 29, by a British force, set on fire, and sent over the falls. This event was the occasion of a long diplomatic controversy between the Governments of the United States and Great

American shore

Britain,

;

and at one time war seemed almost

inevitable.

Since that time no event haa occurred to

disturb the peaceful progress of improvement.

CAMBRIA—was

formed from "Willink," (now Aurora, Erie

co.,)

March

11, 1808.

Hart-

land, Niagara, and Porter were taken off in 1812, Lewiston in 1818, and a part of Lockport in
1824. It is an interior town, w. of the center of the co. The mountain ridge^ crosses through the
center of the town and divides it into two nearly equal portions. In the n. and s. the surface is

The lake ridge crosses the n. part of the town. The principal stream is
The soil consists of alternations of sandy and clayey loam. Pekin (p. v.)
It contains 2 churches and about 60
lies partly in Lewiston, but principally in this town.
dwellings. Wortll Rid^e and Cambria, in the n. part of the town, are p. offices. The first
There are 2 churches in town,
settlement was made in 1800, by Philip Beach, from Le Roy.''
Cong, and M. E.

level or undulating.

Twelve Mile Creek.

—

HARTIjAND^ was formed from Cambria, June 1, 1812. Royalton was taken off in 1817,
Somerset in 1823, and a part of Newfane in 1824. It is the central tovm upon the e. border of the
The surface is level or gently undulating, the greatest inequality being along the lake ridge,
CO.
which crosses the s. part of the town. The principal streams are Eighteen Mile and Johnsons
Jobnis a clayey loam, and n. it is a sandy and gravelly loam.
on the creek of the same name where it crosses the lake ridge, conHartland Corners, (Hartland p. o.,) on the
tains 1 church and has a population of 114.
ridge in the w. part of the town, contains about 18 dwellings. Middleport* is partly in this town.
The first settlement was made in 1803, by John and David Morrison.* The first church (Bap.)
Creeks.

The

soil s.

SOnsCreekj

was organized

of the ridge

(p-v.,) located

at

Johnsons Creek in 1817.

There are 5 churches in town.*

liEWISTOJV^—was formed from Cambria, Feb. 27, 1818. It is the central tovra upon the w.
border of the co. The mountain ridge extends through the town, dividing it into two nearly equal
Along the base of this ridge the surface is broken or rolling, but elsewhere it is level.
portions.
Gill and Six Mile Creeks, and several smaller streams, take their rise in this town, and Niagara
River forms

its

—
—

The soil is a sandy loam. The Devil's Hole a dark chasm, 150 ft.
bank of the Niagara, in the extreme s. part of the town was the scene of a
during the Old French War.* Five mi. above Ft. Niagara, bordering upon the

w. boundary.

deep, upon the high

sanguinary battle
a flat of several acres, about 65 ft. lower than the surrounding country. It is called Five
Mile Meadow it was here that the British forces landed the night before the capture of Fort

river, is

:

Lievriston,^" (P-'^-.) incorp. April 17, 1822, was reserved by the State
It is situated on Niagara River, at the base of the mountain ridge.
single lots.
the terminus of the Lewiston & N. F. R. R., and the head of navigation from Lake Ontario.

Niagara, in Dec. 1814.'

and patented by
It is

The Lewiston Suspension Bridge across the
4 churches, and has a pop. of 1,014.
Niagara River was erected in 1850 and '51." DickersonTille (p. o.) is a hamlet. Soutb
Pekin is a p. o. in the s. e. part. Pekin lies partly in this town. Fort Gray, a temporary fortification erected during the War of 1812, occupied the verge of the mountain ridge just above the village of Lewiston. The Seminary of our Lady of Angels, a Catholic institution, is situated on

It contains

1
Upon the verge of this ridge, in the E. part of the town, are an
ancient fortification and burial places, occupying about 6 acres.
Rude iron implements, pieces of copper, fragments of earthen•ware, charred wood, and corncobs have been plowed up within
the area. Nearly in the center, overlaid by sandstone slabs,
was a deep pit filled with human bones, many of which apparently belonged to men of almost giant size. Turner's Hist.
Holland Purchase.
2 John
Forsyth and Walter Neal settled in the town in 1804,
and Chapman Hawley, Daniel Howell, Joseph Hewett, James
The first
Prentice, and Amariah Stoughton soon afterward.
birth was that of Philip Beach, jr., in 1803; and the first death,
that of Nehemiah Street, a traveler, who was murdered in 1790.
Philip Beach opened the first inn, in 1800, and Joshua Sheppard the first store, in 1815. Joseph Hewett built the first sawmill, in 1806, and Christian Howder the first gristmill, in 1815.
The first school was taught by Mrs. Neal, in 1808.
8 Named from
Hartland, Vt.
* gee
page 456.
» Zebulon
Barnum, Jedediah Biggs, Isaac Southwell, and Dan'l

—

Brown moved into town the same year, and Abel Barnum and
Oliver Castle in 1805. The first dealh was that of Isaac Southwell, in 1806; the first inn was opened by JephthaDunn,inlS09;
and the first store, by Dan'l Van Horn, in 1816. The first school
was taught by Nancy Judson, in the summer of 1813.
6
Bap., Friends, M. E., Prot. M., and R. C.
I

Named from

Silas
8

Gov. Morgan Lewis, at the suggestion of Judge

Hopkins.

« See
p. 280.
1" An
academy was established at this place in 1828. Beside*
participating in the general fund, it was endowed by the Legislature with the proceeds of the ferry license, which .some years
yielded $800 to $900. When the Lewiston Suspension Bridge
was finished, the ferry was abandoned and the academy discontinued.
II This
bridge was built by two joint stock companies, one
incorp. by the Legislature of N. York and the other by the
Canadian Parliament. The roadway is 849 ft. long, 20 ft. wide,
and 60 ft. above the water. Cost of the structure, $58,000.

See p. 462.

—
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The site of the village of Levriston -was occupied by
and during the Old French War but the first permanent
settlements were made about the year 1800.^ The first church is said to have been founded by
Brant, at the Mohawk settlement, a little e. of Lewiston.* There are now 8 churches in town.*
the river

bank

French

the

in the

s.

w. part of the town.^

at different times previous to

L.OCKPORT—was

;

taken from Cambria and Royalton, Feb.

2,

1824.

It

extends from the

The surface in the northern part of the town,
central part to the southern bounds of the co.
through which the mountain ridge extends, is broken and hilly; in the central and southern parts
it is level.
Eighteen Mile and Mud Creeks are the principal streams. The soil is a clayey loam

The Niagara limestone crops out along the
intermixed with marl, and in the N. it is stony.
mountain ridge, and extensive quarries have been opened in and near the village of Lockport.*
Underlying this is a stratum of hydraulic limestone, from which waterlime is made and sandstone belonging to the Medina formation is also quarried n. of the ridge.® The manufactures of
the town are extensive, and consist principally of flour, lumber, leather, and machinery.
I^ockport,'' (p. V.,) the CO. seat, was incorp. March 26, 1829. It is situated on the Erie Canal and the
declivities of the mountain ridge.
It is an important station on the Niagara Fulls R. R., and is the
terminus of the branch road to Buffalo. The water-power created by the canal locks at this place
has given rise to numerous and extensive manufacturing establishments.^ The village contains
15 churches, a high school,® 3 newspaper offices, 3 banks of issue, and 1 savings bank. Pop. 8,939.
'Wriglits Corners, (p. o.,) in the n. part of the town, and Rapids, (p.o.,) in the s. part,
are hamlets. Ilicliory Corners, in the w., is a p. o.
The first settlement was made at Cold
Spring, about 1 mi. e. of Lockport Village, by Charles Wilbur, in 1805.'° There are 21 churches
in town." Ex-Gov. Washington Hunt is a resident of this town.
;

IVEIVFAUTE—was formed from Hartland, Somerset, and Wilson, March 20, 1824. It extends
from near the center of the co. to the lake shore. The surface is level. Eighteen Mile Creek
The soil is generally a sandy loam but
crosses the town, dividing it into two unequal portions.
in some parts it is clayey.
Olcott, (p. v.,) on the lake shore, at the mouth of Eighteen Mile
Creek, contains 3 churches and about 30 dwellings. Cliarlotte, (Newfane p.o.,) on Eighteen
Mile Creek, near the center of the town, contains 2 churches and about 25 dwellings.
Hess
Road, in the e., and Coomer, in the w. part, are p. offices. The first settlement was made in
1807, by Wm. Chambers'^ and John Brewer, from Canada." The first religious services were conducted in 1811, by a colored Methodist minister from Canada. There are 5 churches in town."
;

liTIAGARA—was

formed from Cambria, June 1, 1812, as " Schlosser ;"
Pendleton was taken off in 1827, and Wheatfield in 1836.

Feb. 14, 1816.
town of the co., occupying the angle

made by

" Pi-iesis
1 This
Seminary is under the charge of the
of the
Oingregation of tlie Mission of St. Vincent de I^id Institution,"
is designed to educate boys and
men
for
the
priestJ'oung
hood. It was incorp. in 1858. The buildings are not yet completed.
Among the settlers who were in the town in 1800 were Jos.
and John Howell,
Middaugh, Henry Hough, Henry Mills,
McBride, Thos. Hustler, Wm. Gambol, and Fred'k Woodman. Geo. Howell was the first child born in the town and in
the CO., in 1799. Middaugh kept tavern in 1788, and McBride
built a tannery about 1799.
The first sawmill was built by Jos.
Howell, in 1808, and the first gristmill by John Gray, in 1815.
The Tuscarora Reservation is in this town.
3 This was
probably some time during the Bevolntionary War.
Brant was an Episcopalian and the services were usually conducted by some one attached to the British garrison at Ft. Nia;

The church was built of logs and had no belfry. The
was hung upon a cross-bar resting in the crotch of a tree

gara.

near by.
*

Presb., Prot. E., Univ., and E. C. at Lewiston, Cong, and
E. at Pekin, M. E. at Dickersonville, and Indian church on
the Keservation.
6 The
principal of these quarries are along the canal, in the s.
part of Lockport Village. There are also quarries about a mile
E. of the village, and others a little further w. This limestone is a
very excellent building material, and large quantities are shipped
to distant places. The locks at this place, and numerous culverts
on the canal, are built of it. A cave of small extent exists
under the village of Lockport.
6 The
principal quarries from which sandstone is obtained are
at Rattlesnake Hill, N. w. of the village. This stone is used
principally for flagging and paving.
T So named from there
being a greater number of locks here
than at any other place on the canal; and to these the village

M.

o«

name was changed

It is the

s.

w. corner

the abrupt northerly bend of Niagara River.

and

bell

its

OK its origin.

8 Five
flouring mills, with an aggregate of 30 run of stone, 7
dawmills, 6 stave and shingle factories, 1 sash, door, and blind

Its

factory. 1 planing mill, 2 tanneries, a woolen factory, 2 machine
shops and founderies, a plow factory, a distillery, and a plastermill.
hydraulic canal three-fourths of a mi. long has been

A

constructed upon the declivity of the ridge, from which the water
is distributed to various manufactories. The water is taken from
the upper level of the canal and returned to the lower. A considerable proportion of the water-power is obtained from the
water taken from the lower level.
8 The
"iocApwi Union School" was incorp. March 31, 1847.
Connected with it is an academic department, under the supervision of the regents. The number of pupils in attendance in
1856 was 742.
1" Jedediah
Darling settled in the town in 1808,
Gregory
in 1809. Thomas Miles, Silliman Wakeman, David Carlton, and
Geo. Miller in 1810, and Alex. Freeman and John Dye in 1811.
The first inn was opened by Chas. Wilbiir, in 1800; the first
sawmill was built by Alex. Freeman, in 1811, and the first gristmill by Otis Hathaway, on Eighteen Mile Creek. This was a
small mill, which was built in 20 days. L. A. Spaulding was
then building, and soon after finished, a stone mill of 7 stories
The
in height. Simeon Ford erected a woolen factory in 1828.
first school was taught by Olinda Moore, in the summer of 1816.
11
Bap., Cong., Friends, Luth., 2 M. E.. 2 Presb., 2 Prot. E., 2 R. C,
Univ., and 2 Af. Meth. at Lockport Village, and Dutch Evang.,
Dutch Ref., Luth., 2 M. E., and Wes. Meth. in other parts of the
town.
12 Chambers removed to Grand Island; and about the year
1825, attempting to cross Niagara River above the cataract
in a skiff, he was drawn into the rapids and carried over the
falls.
13

Cotton settled in the town the same year, Burgoyne,
and James Wisnei
Peter Hopkins in 1808, and
in isio.
Levi Ellis built the first saw and grist mill, in 1811,
Asa Douglas opened a store at Olcott, in
for James Van Horn.
1812. The first school was taught by Bezalcal Smith, in 1815.

Kemp, and

l«

2

M.

E., Bap., Univ.,

Wm.

and Wes. Meth.
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is level.
Cayuga and Gill Creeks arc the principal streams. The soil is a hea\'y clay.
Goat Island and the American part of Niagara Falls belong to this town. At Suspension Bridge,
on the river bank, is a sulphur spring, which has been fitted up for the accommodation of
visitors.
IViag^ara Falls, (p. v.,) incorp. July 7, 1848, is situated on Niagara Kiver, at the
cataract.
It is the terminus of the Rochester & N. F. R. R., of the N. F. & Lewiston R. R., of the
It contains 5 churches, 1 newspaper
Bufiiilo & N. F. R. R., and of the Canandaigua & N. F. R. R.
office, 11 hotels, and several manufacturing establishments.*
Pop. 2,976. The village owes its exThousands of visitors, from every part of the U. S.
istence to its proximity to the great cataract.
and from almost every country in the world, annually visit this, one of nature's greatest wonders.
Nearly all the business of the community is connected with this periodical visitation, and consists
A large and by no means
of hotel keeping, livery business, and matters of a kindred nature.
unimportant business has grown out of the sale of spar ornaments and fancy articles made by the

surface

IViagara City, [Suspension Bridge p.o.,) incorp. June 8, 1854, is situated on Niagara
The Rochester & N. F. R. R. connects at this place with the LewisRiver, 2 mi. below the falls.
ton & N. F. R. R., and with the Great Western Railway across the Suspension Bridge.^ The village contains 6 churches, a newspaper office, 15 hotels, and a charitable institution known as the
Indians.

De Yeaux College for Destitute Orphans and Children.* Pop. 1,365. This place participates
with Niagara Falls in the business made by the annual influx of visitors to the cataract.
No
places of equal size on the Continent have a greater amount of hotel accommodations than these.
lia l^alle is a p. o.. at the mouth of Cayuga Creek. In the fall of 1678 the French voyageurs
La Salle, Tonti, and Father Hennepin, with their companions, established themselves at the mouth
"
until the
Griffin" was launched the following season.* Other
the
were
river
temporarily occupied by the French at different times but the first
places along
permanent settlement was made at Schlosser in 1759, by John Stedman, accompanied by his

of

Cayuga Creek and remained

;

brothers

Wm.

and

Philip.*

The

first

PEj¥DL.ETO\'^—was
border of the

co.

The

were conducted by Father Hennepin, at the
There are now 12 churches in town.'

religious services

time of the French sojourn at Cayuga Creek.®

formed from Niagara, April

surface

is

16, 1827.

level or gently undulating.

It is the central

tovm on the

Tonawanda Creek forms

the

s.
s.

bounds of the town, and Saw3-ers Creek crosses the w. part. The soil is generally a clayey loam.
Pendleton, (p. o.,) on Tonawanda Creek, contains 1 church and 16 dwellings. Pendleton
Center, Beacb Ridge, and Mapleton are p. offices. The first settlement was made in
There are 5 churches in town.*"
1805, by Jacob Christman.^

PORTER"—

was formed from Cambria, June 1, 1812. Wilson was taken off in 1818. It is
the most westerly town on the lake shore. Its surface is level. Four Mile and Six Mile Creeks,
and the w. branch of Twelve Mile Creek, cross the town in a northerly direction, and Niagara
River forms its w. boundary. The soil along the lake shore is composed principally of a marly
clay

;

in the central

and southern parts

it is

a sandy and gravelly loam.

Besides the crops which

1 A h draulic canal has
recently been constructed from a point visions of the will of Mr. De Veaux, the president of the college
on Niagara River about J mi. above the rapids, diagonally across must always be a clergyman of the Prot. E. Church, and the
the poiut of land upon which the village is situated, to near the institute itself under the control of the Diocese of Western New
river bank ^ mi. below the falls.
Along the bank is a long York. Members of the school are appointed by the board of
basin, in which the canal terminates, and from which tho water trustees, the children of parents belonging to the Prot. E. Church
is discharged through a great number of races into the river
having the preference. When once received, the children are
below. This canal is J of a mi. long, 70 ft. wide, and 10 ft. deep, under the sole charge of the trustees until they attain their maand will maintain a running stream equal in quantity to 2436 jority. See Senate Doc. 1858, No. 118. The college reports an.
cubic ft. per second. The company by whom the canal has been nually to the Legislature.
* See
built was organized March 22, 1853, with a capital of $500,000.
page 452.
6
One of the largest paper mills in the U. S., on Bath Island, was
During the period of English occupancy a small settlement
burned during the past year, (1858.)
grew up at Schlosser. There were, besides the Stedman house,
2 The
Niagara Suspension Bridge, which crosses the river at (which was a large and spacious 2^ story building.) about 15
this place, was commenced in 1852 and finished in 1855. It is other dwellings. The Stedmans moved away m 1795 and left
821 It. in length from center to center of the towers, and 247 ft. Jesse Ware in possession. Judge Augustus Porter settled at
The first sawmill was built by John
above tlie water. It has 2 floors, the lower for a carriage way, Schlosser in 1806.
and the upper for a rail way, upon which 4 rails are so laid as Stedman. The first school was taught by Ezekiel Hill, in 1807.
Bin his account of their sojourn Father Ilennipin siys, "I
to make tracks of 3 different gauges. The cost of the structure
was about $400,000, and the stock of the company $500,000. had one hut especially designed for observing prayers in holyThe first line was got across the river at this place by the aid of days and Sundays."
'
a kite. With this a larger cord was drawn over; and finally a
Bap., Prcsb., Prot. E., M. E., and R. C. at Niagara Falls,
rope, upon which pulleys could be run, bearing the wires of Cong., Ref. P. D., Evang., Prot.E., Presb., and M. E. at Niagara
which the bridge is composed. The chief engineer was John A. City, and M. E. at Cayuga Creek.
8 Named from
Koebling.
Sylvester Pendleton Clark, Ex-Gov. of Grand
' The De Veanx
College was established according to the pro- Island.
*
visions of the will of Samuel De Veaux, who bequeathed for that
Among the first settlers were Martin Van Slyke and John
purpose personal property to tho amount of $154,432 and real and Adam Fulmer. The first death was that of Martin Van
estate valued at $36,213, besides 330 acres of inalienable land. Slyke, in 1814. S. P. Clark kept the first inn. in 1822, and Jerry
The building was erected in 1855-56. It is built of stone, has 2 Jenks the first store, the same year. The first school was taught
Btories and an attic above tho ground story, and a front of 100 ft.,
Dawson, in the winter of 1816.
by
10 2 M.
with a depth of 54 ft. The members of the school arc supplied
E., Presb Luth.. and K. C.
n
the
books.
the
Named
from Judge Augustus Porter.
institution
with
and
by
food, clothing,
By
pro-

—

,
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common

to all parts of this co., considerable quantities of apples, peaches,

and other fruits are
Aug. 22, 1854, is situated on Niagara River, about one
contains 3 churches and has a pop. of 768.
RansoniTille,^ (p. v.,)

Youngstown,^

raised.

mi. from

its

mouth.

It

(p. v.,) incorp.

Pop. 195. East Porter is a p. o. Fort
part of the town, contains 2 churches.
IViagara^ is situated on the lake shore, at the mouth of Niagara River. Transient settlements
in the

s.

e.

were made

made

at very early periods

by the French

Niagara but no permanent settlement vraa
There are 7 churches in town.*

at Ft.

until the early part of the present century.*

;

ROYALiTO^*—was

formed from Hartland, April 5, 1817, and a part of Lockport was taken
corner town of the co. The surface is generally level or undulating,
except in the n. part, where the mountain ridge crosses the town. Johnsons, Eighteen Mile, and
Mud Creeks take their rise in this town, and the Tonawanda forms its s. boundary. The soil is a
clayey loam. Middleport' (p. v.) incorporated in 1858, lies partly in Hartland, but principally
in the n. e. part of this town.
It is situated upon the Erie Canal, and is a station on the R. &
N. F. R. R. It contains 5 churches and has a pop. of 689, (586 in Royalton, 103 in Hartland.)
Gasport,*(p.v.,) situated on the canal near Eighteen Mile Creek, is a station on the R. & N. F.
R. R. It contains 1 church and an academy." Pop. 273. Orang'eport, (p. v.,) on the canal,
in the n. w. part of the town, has a pop. of 224; Royalton, (p. v.,) in the central part, of 168;
and Reynales Basin, (p. v.,) on the canal, of 132. Locust Tree and Soutli Royalton are p. offices. McXalls Corners is a hamlet in the w. part. The first settlement was
It is the

off in 1824.

made
the

in 1803,

first

s.

e.

by Thos. Slayton and Gad Warner.^" The first religious services were held in 1806;
was organized in 1817, and the first church edifice was built

religious society (Christian)

the same year."

There are 12 churches in town.*^

SOMERSET —^was

formed from Ilartland, Feb. 8, 1823, and a part of Newfane was taken
most easterly town upon the lake shore. The surface is level. Golden Hill
and Fish Creeks cross the town in a n. e. direction. The soil is generally a sandy loam but in
some places it is clayey. Near the mouth of Fish Creek is a small salt spring, from which salt waa
formerly made. Somerset, (p. v.,) n. of the center of the town, contains 3 churches and about
30 dwellings. County Eine, on the line of Orleans co., and Eake Road and "West Somerset, are p. offices. The first settlement was made in 1810, by Jacob Fitts and Zacharias PatThe first religious services were conducted by Daniel Shepardson, in 1816, and the first
terson.'"
church (Bap.) was organized in 1820. There are 5 churches in town."
off in 1824.

It is the

;

WHEATFIEED—was

formed from Niagara, May 12, 1836. It is the most southerly town
partly on Niagara River and partly on Tonawanda Creek. The surface is level
or gently undulating.
Cayuga and Sawyers Creeks cross the town, the former in the western
part and the latter in the eastern. The soil is generally a hard, clayey loam, difficult to cultivate.
considerable
About a mi. e. of Tonawanda is a sour spring, and about 2 mi. n. a sulphur spring.
in the co.,

and

lies

A

part of the town is yet unimproved. The greater proportion of the population consists of immigrants from Prussia and other parts of Germany.'" Rerg'lioltz,'® (p. v.,) near the center of the
town, contains 1 church and about 80 houses; Martinsville, (p. v.,) in the s. e. part, 1 church
1

*
8
*

chase.

See pages -15, 452.
John Lloyd, who was a soldier stationed at Fort Niagara in

M. E.. Bap., Christian, Cong., F.W. Bap., Luth., Presb., R. C,
Univ., and Wes. Meth.
13 Archibald
Whitton, Philip Fitts, and Truman and David
Mudgett settled in the town the same year. The first birth was

1799, settled in town in 1801, 3 mi. from tlie fort. Silas Hopkins
settled in 1802, Thos. Brown, Elijah Doty, John Clement, and
John Waterhouse, in 1803, and John Brown in 1805. Robert
Gurnsett kept the first inn, and John Young the first store, in
1808. John Clapsaddle built the first sawmill, in 1816, and the
The first school was taught by Wm.
first gristmill, in 1817.
Cogswell, in the winter of 1806.
6 3 M. E., Biip., Presb., Wes.
Meth., and R. C.
6 Named from
Royalton, Vt.
?

So named from

its

being midway on the canal between

"Newport" (now Albion) and Lockport.

So called from the fact that gas escapes from the earth here.
This gas is inflammable and at one time it was conveyed through
iron pipes from the spring to a store, which was lighted by it.
8

;

Founded in 1854.
10 Joshua
Elsworth, Louden Andrews, and Alex.
Slayton,
Haskins settled in town in 1804, Stephen Bugby, Stephen Hoyt,
and Sam'l Capon, in 1805, and Barnum Treadwell in 1806. The
e

birth was that of Dan'l Vaughn; the first marriage, that
Henry Elsworth and Polly Cornish, in the spring of 1810;
and the first death, that of
Elsworth, in 1804. Gad Warner
built the first sawmill, in 1817. The first tavern was opened in
Fisk.
1809, by
u xhis was one of the first churches npon the Holland Purfirst

of

" The Red
Meeting

Named from John Young, the first merchant at the place.
Named from Clark Hansom, one of the early settlers.

It

was paint«d

red,

and was

called

House."
12

3

the first marriage, that of John
in 1817 and the first death, that
Josiah S. Bailey opened the first inn, in
1817. and Jos. M. Carpenter the first store, in 1823. The fi rst sawmill was built by John Randolph, in 1822, and the first gristmill
by Archibald McDowell, in 1826. The first school was taught by
5Iarston Sherwood, in the winter of 1817.
1* 2
Bap., Friends, Presb., and M. E.
15
They nearly all cultivate the soil but their farms are
than 6 to 10
usually very small, consisting generally of not more
acres. They ret^iin in a great measure their own manners, cuschurches
and
own
their
have
and
toms,
They
"nationality.
schools their pastors and schoolmasters came from Germany
with them, and German is the language of the pulpit and the
schoolroom. Their houses are nearly all one story, rough framed
with unburned bricks.
buildings, unclapboarded, and filled in
Several of them are built of hewn logs, the crevices filled with
ends down as far
clay and some are clapboarded on the gable
as the level of the eaves.
10 These
were named from places of the same names
that of Delilah Fitts, in 1811

;

Sherwood and Rebecca Mead,

;

of Philip Fitts, in 1814.

;

:

;

villages

in

Germany.
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in the central part, 1 church and about 50 houses; and
These are
in the x. w. corner of the town, 2 churches and 12 houses.

and about 60 houses; Jolinsburg',

W almore,^

(p. v.,)

etraggling German villages.
and 15 houses.

Slia'W'liee,

Tona^vanda,

(p. v.,)

(p. v.,) in

the n.

e.

The first settlement was made by Geo. Van Slyke, in 1802,
There are 7 churches in town.'

"WlliSOm*

corner of the town, contains 1 church
co., lies partly within this town.

on the line of Erie

at the

mouth

Tonawanda

of

Creek.*

—was

formed from Porter, April 10, 1818, and a part of Newfane was taken oflF in
on the lake shore, n. w. of the center of the co. The surface is level. The e.
branch of Twelve Mile Creek* crosses the town near the center, and the w. branch in the N. w. part.
The soil is a sandy and clayey loam. 'Wilson, (p. v.,) incorp. June 25, 1858, is situated on the e.
It contains 3 churches and the Wilson Collegiate
side of Twelve Mile Creek, near its mouth.
Institute.
Pop. 666. East Wilson, Soutli Wilson, and IVortli Wilson are p. offices.
1824.

It is situated

first settlement was made in 1810, by Stephen Sheldon, Reuben Wilson,
Eastman, and Gilbert Purdy.® The first church (Presb.) was organized Jan.
now 3 churches in town Bap., Presb., and M. E.

Goodman, John

The

18, 1819.

There aro

;

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Niagara County.
Valuation op 1858.

Acres of Land.

Schools.

POPITLATION.

o

Names op Towns.

S

S

5

*
17,2U

Uartland....

20,836}
15.812
21,813i
22,268i

Lewieton
Lockport....

Newfane
Niagara
Pendleton.
Porter

6,767

6,75-lA
.

Royalton....

Somerset
Wheatfield..

Wilson
Total...

1

g

Cambria

9,843}
14,014
27,748i
18.202
10,-6HJ
21,768

9,600
6,519}
13,584i
10,173
6,088
6,1 69 J
5,721
12,968
5,313
10,937
8,269J

207,043J 101,110

^1
$47,890
41,300
67,732
474.400
32.065
284.700
27,100
21,550
102,791
38,950
833,800
27,104

$760,557
839,722
724.371
2,689,229
818,182
1,44.8,126

420.049
597,597
1,253,211
555,161
866,310
802,867

11,775,382

!|

1,125
1,527
1,665
6,675
1,641
2,913

$808,447
881,022
792,103
3,163,629
850,247
1,732,826
447,149
619,147
1,356,002
594,111
1,700.110
829,971

1,999,382 13,774.764

Lite Stock.

Hartland...,
Lewiston....

1.301

Lockport...,

Newfane....

Niagara
Pendleton..,

Porter
Royalton....
Somereet...,

Wheatfield.

Wilson
Total."

2,798
1,634
1,177

I

562
592
824
1,635

966
606
1,293

535
813

485
688
720

1,054
1,900
1,376

992
1,853

746
1,540
1,082

854

1,362
2,598

1,281
2,332

971

24,810

23,472

1,553
I

392
608
530

407
642
581

623
2S0

2,364

2,286

1,613

618
808
374
484
905
379
616
650

619
967
359
484
931
378
675
622

340
439
272
336
600
275
522
492

14

780

7

17

1,070
1,258

8,698

8,951

5,979!

165

17,725

Agricultoral Products.

tq

1,018
1,196

972

1,511

b c »

1,768
1,696
1,151
1,555
1,837

2,544

952

Bush. o» Gbaih.

946

6,711
1,523

1,641
1,739

Names op Towns.

Cambria....

1.091

1,506
1,595

5,316
9,090
5,034
6,834
8,243

800

2,111
6,327
1,479 12.450
816 9,929
887 2,028
1,151 11,197

1,369
2,221
1,418
3,207
2,031

848
932
1,389
2,701
1,514
1,566
2,569

g
67,773
20,201
68,238
69,320i
56,661
21,637
28,540
69,291
41,480i
38,021
35,090
84,672

14,334 16,530 11,708 78,359 21,765 590,925

89,816
88,124
63,962
120.453i
94,506i
37,176i
62,9fi8A

47,797i
171,280
54,593i
68,305
103,288
1,002,271

1

287

727

12
18
13
18
16

1,160
1.214
5,011
1.217

7

1,986

8
11
24

1,561

772
979

ONEIDA COUNTY.
This county was formed from Herkimer, March 15, 1798. Lewis
and Jefferson were taken off in 1805, and a part of Oswego in
Portions were annexed to Clinton in 1801 and to Madison
1816.
A portion of Chenango was annexed in 1804.^ It lies
in 1836.
near the center of the State, 100 mi. from Albany, and contains
1,215 sq. mi. A broad valley, nearly level, extends e. and w. through
the center of the co., and from it, both n. and s., the surface rises
The highlands which occupy the
into a broken and hilly region.
8. part are arranged in ridges extending n. and s., the highest summits, on the s. border, being 600 to 1,000 ft. above the valley of the
Mohawk. North of the central valley the surface rises abruptly to
a height of 800 to 1,200 ft., and spreads out into a nearly level

The e. part of the central valley is drained by the
plateau, broken by the ravines of the streams.
Mohawk, flowing E., and the w. part by Wood Creek, flowing w. This valley affords a natural
road from the Hudson to the great lakes, and is the lowest pass through the Appalachian Mt.
system. The Mohawk rises upon the n. border of the co., and flows in a southerly direction to
Rome, and thence s. e. to the e. border of the co. Its principal tributaries from the n. are Nine
Mile Creek and Lansing Kil, and from the s. Sauquoit and Oriskany Creeks. Black River flows
East Canada Creek forms a portion of the e. boundary the
head branches of the Unadilla and Chenango drain the s. border, and Oneida, Wood, and Fish
across the n. e. corner of the co.

;

Creeks drain the w. part. Oneida Lake, extending several mi. along the w. border, is the only
In the extreme n. e. comer are several small lakes and ponds.
large body of water in the co.
The rocks of this co. include nearly the whole series lying between the gneiss, which covers the
N. E. part, and the Hamilton group, which outcrops on the s. hills.
elate, Oneida conglomerate, and Clinton group have received their

developed in this

co.

group, bog ore in the

Of

The Trenton limestone, Utica
names from being so distinctly

useful minerals the co. has the lenticular clay iron ore of the Clinton
and, probably, magnetic ore in the n. e. part.

swamps near Oneida Lake,

Marl and peat have been found in some places. Waterlime and gypsum quarries have been
wit»ught to some extent. Building stone in great variety and of superior quality has been extenMineral springs are found in several places. The soil in the n. e., derived from
sively quarried.
the disintegration of the primitive rocks, is light and sandy, and is capable of producing only a
scanty vegetation. This region is sparsely settled, and is not capable of supporting many inhabitants.
The central valley is one of the most fertile portions of the State. The soil is a fine
The
quality of sandy and gravelly loam and alluvium, finely tempered with lime and gypsum.
highland region s. of the river has a soil composed of clay and sandy and gravelly loam, and is
best adapted to pasturage.
The richness and diversity of the soil make this co. one of the best
The people are chiefly engaged in agriculture, the principal
agricultural regions of the State.
branches of which are grain raising in the valleys and dairying and stock raising upon the hills.
Hops are largely cultivated in the s. towns. The manufactures of the co. are extensive, though
principally confined to Utica and the villages along Oriskany and Sauquoit Creeks.
The county is a half-shire, the co. buildings being respectively located at Utica and Rome.^
The courthouses and jails at both places are well built and conveniently arranged. The clerk's
1
Montgomery, Herkimer, and Oneida counties originally extended in long, narrow strips to the St. Lawrence. In 1801,
Lisbon then an immense town upon the N. border was an-

—

—

nexed to Clinton co. It is not certain whether Tracts 1, 2, and
3 of Macomb's Purchase were intended by this arrangement to
belong to Clinton; but in 1802 they were annexed to St. Lawrence CO. Oneida co. was named from the Oneida Indians, who
inhabited and owned this and some adjoining counties. The
word Oneida signifies "the people of the stone." The Indians
had a strange tradition concerning a certain stone, which followed them in their wanderings and finally rested on the summit of one of the highest hills in tlie co., from which their
beacon fires could be seen to a great distance, and upon wliirh
they assembled to hold council or prepare for war. A boulder
of gneiss, which tradition identified as this palladium of
the Oneidas, a few years since was taken from the farm of
James H. Gregg, in the town of Stockbridge, and placed in a
prominent position near the entrance of the Utica Cemetery.
458

on the Bridgewater Plank Road, about a mi.

—

s. of Utica.
Jones's Oneida, p. 840; Kuhs and Hefftilafions of the Utica
Cemetery Asfo. 1849, p. 33; Senate Doc. 1846, JVo. 24, p. 46;
SchnolcrafCs Hist. Condition and Prospects of Indian Tribes, I,
p. 176.
2 The CO. seat of Herkimer co. was
originally located at
WhitestowTi; and upon the division of the co. the records were
retained by Oneida. The act erecting Oneida co. directed the
first courts to be held at the schoolhouse near Fcrt Schuyler,
(Kome,) and required the courthouse to be t«ilt witliin 1 mi.
of the fort. By an act of April 6, 1801, Thomas .Tenkins and
Ilez. L. Ilosmer. of Hudson. John Thompson, of Stillwater, and
Dirck Lane, of Troy, were appointed to locate the courthouse
and jail of Oneida co. These buildings were completed several
years afterward, and the courts were held here and at WhitesThe courthouse and jail at Kome
boro' during many years.
were burned about 1848, and rebuilt within 3 years after. The
clerk's office was remoTed to Utica in 1816, and the academy at
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a fireproof building, located at Utica. The poorhouse is situated upon a farm of 195 acres
uii. s. w. of Rome.
It has an average of 222 inmates, supported at a cost of $1.00 per

week each. Separate buildings have been provided for lunatics and for a pesthouse.^
The Erie Canal extends through Utica, Whitestown, Rome, and Verona. The Chenango Canal
s. from Utica,
up the valley of Oriskany Creek, through New Hartford, Kirkland, Marand a corner of Augusta, connecting with the Susquehanna River at Binghamton. 'iMie
Black River Canal extends N. from Rome along the valleys of the Mohawk and Lansing Kil
through Western and Boonville, connecting with Black River above Lyons Falls, in Lewis co.
The Oneida Lake Canal extends w. from Rome to Wood Creek and along that stream to its mouth
The N. Y. Central R. R. extends through Utica, Whitestown, Rome, and Verona. The Black River
& Utica R. R. extends from Utica n. through Marcy, Trenton, Remsen, and Steuben to Boonville.*
The Watertown & Rome R. R. extends from Rome n. w. through Annsville and Camden. A large
number of plank roads have been built in the co. but they are mostly abandoned.
Four daily, 9 weekly, 1 semi-monthly, I quarterly, and 4 monthly newspapers are now published

extends
shall,

;

in the co.'

At an

early period of the English occupation of

that place was used for holding courts for
courthouse was built at Uticu in 1851-53.

many
The

years.

tinued as
TJie WiitesUiwn Gazette and. Calo's Patrol.

In 1803 it was purchased by John H. Lathrop, and was soon after merged

in
Utica Patriot,

commenced by Asahel Seward and Ira MerMr. Lathrop continuing as editor. In 1811 it
passed into the hands of Wm. H. Maynard; and in 1816
it was united with
Patrol, commenced in Jan. 1815, by Seward & Williams, and
the combined paper was published as
Patriot and Patrol, W. H. Maynard, editor, and Seward A
Williams, publishers. In 1821 its name was changed to
Utica Sentinel. In 1825 it was united with the Columbian
Gazette and published as
Sentinel and GazMe. In 1S28 S. D. Dakin became proprietor, and in 1829 he sold to Rufus Northway and D. S.
Porter. In 1S31 Mr. Porter withdrew. In 1S34 Mr.
Northway united the tlucidator with it and changed
rill,

The
The

The
The

its

name

to

The Oneida Whig. In 1848 it was merged in the Oneida
Weekly Herald. In 1S42 Mr. Northway commenced
The Uiica Daily Gazette, Wm. Allen and R. U. Sherman, editors.

The

Erastus Clark, Wm. H. Underbill, Ezekiel Barron, Alex.
Seward, H. C. Potter. .T. M. Lyon, John Arthur, N. D.
Jewell, and Ellis & Roberts were successively interested
in its publication. In Jan. 1857, it was united with
Utica Mr.rning Hrrold, and assumed the name of the

Utica Morning Herald and Gazette, and

is still

published.

The Columbian Patriotic Gazette was commenced at Rome by
Thos. Walker and Ebenezer Eaton in Aug. 1799. In
1800 Mr. Eaton retired, and in 1803 it was removed to
Utica and published as
Gazette; and in 1825 it was united with the
Utica Sentinel by Wm. J. Bacon and S. D. Dakin.
Elucidator was commenced in 1829 by B. B. Hotchkin. editor,
and W. Williams, publisher. It was united with the

The Columbian
27te

Oneida

Whig

in 1834.

The Oneida Morning Herald was commenced by R.W.Roberts,
B. U. Sherman, and Geo. R. Colston, in Nov. 1847.

A

weekly edition was also published, called
The Oneida Weekly Herald. In 1848 Mr. Colston withdrew, and
in 1857 the papers were united with the Utica Daily
Gazette.''

Utica Christian Magazine was

commenced by the Oneida Assoand Presbytery in 1813, and was published
about 3 years.
The Club was published at Utica by Henry Goodfellow & Co.
about 3 months in 1814.
ciation

and Religious Intelligencer was started in 1815 at
Sangei field by Jos. Teiiney. In 1825 it was changed to
Intelligencer, and in 1835 it was removed to
'^Franldin Village," now Fabius, Onondaga Co.
The Utica Observer was commenced by JE. Dorchester in 1816.
The

Civil

The Sangerjield

the colonists became acquainted with

In 1818 it was removed to Rome and its name
changed to
Observer. In 1819 it was returned to Utica and its
original name was resumed. A. G. Danby, E. A. Maynard, Eli Maynard, C. C. Griffith, John P. Bush, John
F. Kittle, and A. M. Beardsley were successively interested in the publication. In 1848 a daily edition was

first co. officers

were Jedediah Sanger, First Judge ; Geo. Huntington and David
Ostrom, Judges; Jon;is Piatt, Clerk; Wm. Colbrath, H/ieriff;
and Arthur Breesn, Surrogate.
1 An act was
pa-ssed in 1859 for the sale of the poorhouse premises and the purchase of a new site.
2 This road has been
partially built along Black River through
Lewis CO.; but work upon it is now suspended. It was the
original design toextend the road to Clayton and Ogdensburgh.
3 The Western Centinel was commenced at Whitesboro' in .Jan.
1794, by Oliver P. Eaton. He was succeeded by
Lewis, and afterward by Lewis & Webb. The paper
was continued about C years.
The Whitestown Gazette was commenced in June, 1796, by Wm.
McLean. lu 1798 it was removed to Utica and con-

The

New York

A new

The Oneida

The

issued, called

Dally Observer. In 1853 the papers united
with the Utica Democrat, and are now published by D.
weekly edition as the

tJtlca

C. Grove, the

Observer and Democrat.

The Utica Democrat was commenced by John G. Floyd in 1836.
It was succes.tively published by Edward Morris, Jarvis
M. Hatch, and Benjamin W"elch. In 1853 D. C. Grove
became owner, and united it with the Observer.
The Utica Christian Repository, mo., was commenced by Blerrill
& Hastings in 1822, Wm. Williams, publisher. About
1825 its name was changed to
The Western Pec(/rder. a weekly religious paper, G. Tracy, pubIt was continued several years.
lisher.
The Bajitist Register was commenced by Elders, Galusha &
Wiley. In 1825 it was published under the auspices of
the Baptist denomination, Alex. Beebe, editor, and
Cephas Bennett, publisher. In 1830 it was leased to
Bennett & Bright for 5 years; and in 1835 the lease was
renewed for 7 years. In 1840 Mr. Bright withdiew. It
was successively published by Bennett, Backus & Hawley, Dolphus Bennett, A. M. Beebe, and D. Bennett, and
in 1854 it was sold and united with the New York
Recorder, of the city of New York.
Sunday-School Journal, mo., was commenced in
1828 by C. Bennett.
The Universalist, mo., was commenced at Utica by Rev. J. S.
Thompson, L. R. Smith, & G. B. Lislier in 1825. It waa
removed to Philadelphia in about 1 year.
The Western Sunday School Visitant and Christian Miscellany
was commenced at Utica by G. S. Wilson in 1826.
The Utica Intilligincer was commenced by E. S. Ely in 1826.
In 1830 Joseph H. Buckingham became editor and
Joseph Colwell publisher, and in 1831 the paper waa
united with
The Mechanics' 2'7-ess, commenced by J. M. Ladd & W. Schram in
1829. The united papers were published a short time as
The Utica Intelligencer and Mechanics' Press, by Joseph Colwell,

The

The

Sapti.'.t

proprietor.
Utica Magazine was commenced in 1827. It soon passed
into the hands of Rev. Dolphus Skinner, who issued it
semi-monthly as

The Evangelical Magazine. In 1830 he united it with the Gospel Advocate of Auburn, and published it weekly as the
In 1851 it was
Evangelical Magazine and Gospel Advocate.
merged in the Christian Ambassador, since published
in
New
Y'ork
and
Auburn.
simultaneously
The Gospel Messenger was commenced at Auburn by Rev. John
C. Rudd in 1827, and was removed to Utica about 1835
and published as

and Church Recoi-d. After the death of
Mr. Rudd, Rev. Wm. A. Matson became editor. The
paper is still published as

Tlie Gospel Messenger

Tlie Gospel Messenger.

The American Citizen was published at Utica by Geo. S.Wilson
Bennett & Briuht, printers in 1830.
The Christian Journal was published at Utica in 1830 by E. S.

—

—

Barrows.

The Co-Operutor, semi-mo., was published

at Utica in 1832 by
Quartus Graves, M. R. Bartlett, editor.
The Lever was published at Utica by Wni. S. Spear in 1832.
The Uncida Dimocrat was commenced at Utica in 1833, and

continued about 2 years.
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the wonderful natural channel of navigation that extended through this co., and which, with a
the
short and easy portage, connected the Mohawk with the great lakes and the fertile regions of
for
this
route
were
the
last
of
commencement
the
proposed
improving
About
plans
century,
West.
The portage at Rome, from the Mohawk to
the most
and for
points upon it.

important

fortifying

and a
it was occupied as early as 1725
Creek, became a point of the first importance, and
On the 27th of March,
fortification known as Fort Bull was built upon Wood Creek soon after.

Wood

;

and Indians, under M. De Lery, who had pene1756, this fort was surprised by a party of French
trated through an interior route from La Presentation, on the St. Lawrence, by an exhausting
march of 15 days. The garrison were unprepared yet they made a spirited but inefi"ectual, reto Fort Williams, on the Mohawk,
sistance, and
every person perished. Alarm was carried
;

nearly
4 mi. distant, and a force was hastily sent to relieve Fort Bull, but arrived to late too render assistance. The enemy, after wasting the stores and provisions, retired with their prisoners and plunder
at Waterville in 1833. Clinton Courier, and still continues its publication.
waa subsequently removed to Utica, and after the The Central News was published at Utica by M. Baker in 1846.
discontinuance of the Democrat it assumed the name of Haul Gomer, (Welsh, Gomerian Sun,) semi-mo^ was commenced
in 1847 and issued 1 year.
Tht Staiidard and Democrat Quartus Graves, publisher. In
1835 it became obnoxious to its enemies from its aboli- The Central City Cadet was started at Utica in 1849 by James
& Howard. In 1850 it waa changed to
tionism, and on the evening of Oct. 21 the ofiBce was
entered by a mob and a part of the type and furniture The Cadet's Banner, and was soon after discontinued.
The Equalizer, a campaign paper, was published at Utica in
were thrown into the street.
1850.
The, Friend of Man was commenced at Utica by the N. Y. State
in 1851.
It is edited and
Anti-Slavery Society in 1836, Wm. Goodell, editor. In The Opal, mo., waa commenced
1842
and
in
became
P.
1841 Stanley
printed by patients of the Lunatic Asylum.
editor,
Uough
Wesley Bailey became proprietor, and united with it The American Free Missionary -^aa removed from McGrawville
to Utica in 1850 or '61.
the Abolitionist, of Cazenovia, and changed the name to
The American Baptist waa commenced by the Free Mission
The Liberty Press. It was discontinued in 1849.
in
1849.
was
commenced
Teetotaler
Soc, W. Walker, editor, in 1850. In 1856 it was reUtica
The
by Wesley Bailey
moved to New York City.
In 1856 A. K. Bailey became proprietor. In 1858 it was
united with the Ilion Independent, the new paper The Diamond, mo., a boys' paper, was published at Utica 2
months in 1850 by A. K. Bailey, E. Wetmore, and C.
takins; the name of
W. Butler.
The Central Independent, under which title it is now
The Northern Farmer, mo., waa commenced at Utica
published by G. W. Bungay & A. K. Bailey, editors.
It is now edited by T. B. Miner.
in Jan. 1852.
Youth's Miscellany was published at Utica by Bennett & Bright
The Rural American was commenced at Utica in Jan.
in 1834.
1856, as a semi-mo. In Jan. 1855, its publication was
The Christian Visitant, mo., waa published at Utica by A. B.
commenced weekly. It is now edited by T. B. Miner.
Groosh in 1835.
The Talisman was published at Utica by Bennett & Bright in Mechanics' National Reporter was published at Utica a short

The Oneida Standard was commenced
It

1835.

Mothers' Mrmthly Journal

was published

at Utica

by Kingsford,

Bennett & Bright in 1836.

The Examiner was published at Utica in 1836, and
The Freeman at Utica in 1837, both by E. Dorchester.

Y

Cenliadwr Americanldd,

mo., (Welsh, American
In
Messenger,) was commenced at Utica in 1832.
1834 it waa removed to Steuben, and is now published
Rev.
Robert
Everett.
by
Anti-Slavery Lecturer was published at Utica a short time by
Wm. Goodell in 1839.
Cyfalll (Welsh, The Friend) was removed from New
York by Rev. W. Rowland in 1841. In 1844 it was returned to New York. In 1854 it was removed to Rome,
and in 1857 to Utica. It is now published by Thos.
Jenkins.
Central New Tnrlc Washingtonian was published at Utica and

Y

Rome

Plumb

in 1841.

paper,

known

menced by Joseph M. Lyon, John Arthur,
Lester, and Jarvis M. Hatch, in Jan. 1842.

C. Edwards
It was con-

tinued about 7 months.
Ulicanian was published a short time by Squires

&

Soliss

in 1842.

was commenced by

T

Gwyliedydd (Welsh, The Watchman,) waa commenced at
Utica by a company, Morgan Ellis, editor, in 1854. In
1856 it was removed to New York City and united with
Y Dryck.
The Oneida Demolrat, semi-w., waa published at Utica in 1654
by Paul Keiser & Co.

Advocate,mo., waa commenced at Utica
Young Folk's
T. B.
1858. It
now edited and
in July,

published by

is

Miner.

The CivU and Religious

Intelligencer

was published at Sanger-

of Insanity

(quarterly)

was commenced by Dr. A. Brigham in 1843, and was
edited for a time by Dr. T. R. Beck.
The Washinqtonian was published at Utica by J. C. Donaldson
in 1843.

Ben Wladyn Americanidd

(Welsh) was published at
Utica by E. E. Roberts in 1843.
Ladies' Miscellany was published at Utica by Bennett,

Backus & Hawley

The Rome Republican was commenced by Lorin Dewey in Feb.
1825. In May following, Channcey Beach succeeded as
publisher; and in 1830 the paper was united with the
Oneida Republican, commenced in June, 1828, by J. P. Van
The united papers were continued by Van Sice,
Sice.
under the title of
TJie Republican. In 1831, E. Moon purchased and enlarged tho
paper, and changed its name to the
Rome Telegraph. Jas. N. Harris, John Boydon, H. A. Foster,
and others were successively interested iu its pubiicar
In 1838 it passed into the hands of R. Waldley,
tion.
who changed its name to the
Democratic Sentinel, Calvert Comstock, editor. In 1840 L. D.
Dana became editor and in 1845 H. T. Utley and S. W.
Morton purchased it and changed its name to the
Sentinel. In Sept. 1846, Morton sold to A. J.
Rowley and in 1847 Utley sold to A. J. Rowley & Co.,
E. Comstock, editor. In 1850 Rowley became sole proprietor and in Jan. 1852, he sold to Elan Comstock.
Daily Sentinel was commenced by C. & E. Com;

The American Journal

Yming

Evening Telegraph

Thos. R. McQuade, J. F. McQuade, editor, in May, 1852.
In Feb. 1858, the office wua burned. The publication
was resumed in May, and is still continued.
Th£ Scientific Daguerrean, mo., was commenced at Utica by D.
D. T. Davie and Guerdon Evans in Jan. 1853.

field in 1818.

A

successively as the
Cortland Luminary and Ref. Meth. Intelligencer and
the Fayetteville Luminary, was united with it, and the
name changed to the
Methodist Reformer. In 1842 it was removed to Cazenovia, and
soon after to Utica, W. Bailey, publisher. In 1843 it
was merged in the True Wesleyan, of New York City.
The Utica Daily News, the first daily paper in Utica, was com-

CyseU

time in 1851.

TJtica

in 1842.

The WesUyan Methodist waa commenced at Utica by David

Th^

The

Rome

;

Rome

in 1843.

Seren Arllewinol, (Welsh, Western Star,) mo., was commenced
at Utica in June, 1844. In 1846 it was removed to Penn.
Washingtonian News was published at Utica by Matteson Baker
iu 1845.

The Clinton Signal waa commenced by Paine & McDonald in
1846. In 1848 its name waa changed to
The Radiator; and in 1849 the original name was resumed.
In 1850 it was published as the
Oneida Chief, by Ira D. Brown. In 1855 it passed into the
hands of Francis E. Merritt, and in 1857 into the
bands of John H. Osborn, who changed its name to the

The

;

in July,
stock, in connection with the Rome Sentinel,
In Oct. 1854, E. Wager and D. D. Rowley, the
1852.
and
in
one-half,
April,
1855,
present publishers, bought
the remainder, of the establishment.
Vernon Courier was commenced in July, 1835. In 1840 it

was removed

The Roman

to

Rome, and

its

name changed

to

C. B. Gay, editor, and H. N. Bill,
Alfred Sanford,
proprietor. J. K. Kenyon, J. P. Fitch,
Geo. Scott, G. H. Lynch, A. D. Griswold, and A. C.
in
its publication.
interested
Sanford were successively
In Oct. 1854, A. Sanford became sole proprii-tor. In

1865 the

Citizen,

office

was burned.

The publication of th«

paper was soon afler resumed by Mr. Sanford, and
still continued by him.

is
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toward Black River. Oswego was besieged by the French during the summer, and was surrendered on the 14th of Aug. Alarmed at the success of the French, and greatly in fear for his
personal safety, Col. Webb, then commanding on the Mohawk, destroyed Forts Williams and
Craven, and hastily retreated down the valley to Albany, leaving the frontiers to the mercy of
the savages and the sequel is written in blood in the annals of the Upper Mohawk Valley.
Fort Stanwix was erected in the summer of 1758, on the site of the present village of Rome. It
;

was heavily armed but the war ended without furnishing occasion for its use, and upon the peace
In June, 1776, Col. Dayton was sent by the Continental authoriit was allowed to fall into ruin.
Col. Peter Gansevoort
ties to rebuild this fort, which was from this time named Fort Schuyler.
was ordered hither in April, 1777, with the 3d Regiment, and while still unfinished the fort
was besieged by the tories and Indians under St. Leger. This movement formed part of a plan
;

of operations against the colonies which contemplated the reduction of this fort and the ultimate
meeting at Albany of the three British armies from Lake Champlain, the Mohawk, and New York.

To
CO.

relieve this post. Gen. Herkimer was sent with a detachment of troops chiefly raised in "Tryon"
This army fell into an ambuscade at Oriskany, where the memorable battle, elsewhere

was fought on the 5th of Aug. 1777. While most of the savages were absent from their
a
well conducted sortie from Fort Schuyler, by a party under Colonel Willett, attacked
camp,
the camp of the enemy and took a large quantity of baggage and stores, 5 British standards, and
noticed,

the papers of most of the officers. The discontent which this incident occasioned among the
Indians was increased to insubordination by the mysterious reports brought in by the emissaries
and on the 22d of Aug. the siege was raised, and the enemy retreated by the
of the Americans
;

way

of

Oswego

to Montreal.

shared the fortunes of that

Portions of these troops subsequently joined Gen. Burgoyne and
The fort was destroyed by fire and flood in May, 1781.

officer.

Through the influence of Rev. S. Kirkland and others, the Oneidas were induced to remain neutral
or join the American cause, and were rewarded by liberal concessions at subsequent treaties.^
Settlement had extended into the borders of the co. before the Revolution but every vestige of
improvement was swept away during the war. Civilization re-appeared with peace and before the
beginning of the present century the hardy pioneers of New England had pressed into nearly every
town. The completion of the Western Inland Navigation Co.'s improvement in 1796, and of the
Seneca turnpike and other early thoroughfares for emigration, and the construction of the Erie Canal
and the 3 lateral canals which here join it, and of the railroads which cross it, have formed marked
eras in the improvement and prosperity of the co. In wealth, population, and enterjirise it now ranks
;

;

among

the

first cos.

in the State.

AlVlVSTIlfliE^

— was formed from Lee, Florence, Camden, and Vienna, April

12, 1823.

It lies

w. of the center. Its surface is broken with ridges or swells, running
w., gradually increasing in height toward the n. There appear to have been at some period
three small lakes in the town, two of which have broken through their barriers and left fine, fertile
valleys. The e. branch of Fish Creek^ forms a part of the e. boundary, and flows through the s. e
part and the w. branch of the same stream forms a part of the s. boundary. Several small streams
are tributaries of the e. branch, the principal of which are Furnace and Fall Creeks. On the latter.
near its mouth, are three falls, of 14, 20, and 60 ft. respectively. The soil is clayey in the s., and

on the
E. and

N. border of the co.,

;

sandy, gravelly, and stony in the other parts. Glenmore, (p. v.,) near the center, contains 2
sawmills, 1 gristmill, and 15 houses.
Taberg,* (p. v.,) in the s. part, contains 2 churches, 3
The Compass wag published at Verona in 1840.
The Parlor Journal and Literary iX'fMJS Letter of Central New
York, mo., was published at Kome by Graham & Co.
in 1843.

The Primitive Christian, semi-mo., was published at Rome by
R. Mattison in 1845.

The Camden

Gazette

Moijazine, mo.,
serve in 1848.

W. Hathway

iii

1851.

The Empire State Health Journalvtus commenced at Romein 1851.
The Waterville Journal was commenced in Jan. 1855, by A. P
Fuller & Co., C. B. Wilkinson, editor. It was discontinued in March, 1856.

was published at Camden by Munger &

Stewart in 1842.

The Spiritual

The Waterville Advertiser was commenced by R.

was published at the Oneida Re-

Times was commenced in Jan. 1857,
by McKihbin & Wilkinson, and is still pul;ilished.
semi-mo., (Welsh, The Leader,) was commenced at Kome in Jan. 1858, by R. R. Meredith, editor,
and Thos. T. Evans, assistant editor.

Tlie "Waterville

Y

Arweinydd,

The Oneida Mirror was published at Camden by Edward
1 The Oneidas reserved a
Packard in 1849.
large tract of land in the treatv of
The Central State JournalyisiB commenced in 1850 by L. W. Eaine, 1788, but ceded portions in 1795, 17H8, 1802, 1805, 1807, 1809,
S. S. Norton, editor. Its name was soon after changed to 1810, 1811, 1815, 1817, 1824, 1826, 1827, and
1840, when they
The Central New York Journal, and in Jan. 1853, to
finally ceded the last of their lands held in common and received
T)te Vernon Transcript, J. R. Hewlett, proprietor. In Oct. 1855, individual portions. Most of them have emigrated to Wisconsin;
Niles Jewell became a paitner; and in 1856 the paper and but about 60 now live in this co.
Census of 1855, pp. 600,
was discontinued.
50.3. 513.
2 Named from the wife of J. W.
The BoonviUe L'dr/er was commenced by James 11. Norton iu
Bloomfield, the first settler.
"
3 Called
March, 1852. It afterward passed into the hands of
by the Indians Te-ge-ro-ken, between the mouths."
Ela Kent. In March, 1855, Mr. Kent sold to L. L. A branch of the creek was called A-on-ta-gillon, "Creek at point
Childs & Co., who changed its name to the
of rocks."
In the neighborhood of Fall Creek are severaj
Black River Herald, unde"" which title it is now pub- ravines with very picturesque scenery.
* Named from an
lished by L. L. Childs.
iron-mining town in Sweden. The Oneida

—
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sawmills, 1 gristmill, a furnace, tannery, several small manufactories, and 40 houses. BlOSSvale is a p. o. in the s. part. The first settlement was commenced in 1793,^ by John W. BloomThe census reports 4 churches in town.'-*
field, from N. J.

AFGUSTA'—was formed from "Whitestown,
off in 1802,

and a part of Stockbridge (Madison

March

15, 1798.

co.) in 1836.

A

part of Vernon was taken
on the w. border of the co.,
extend n. and s. through the

It lies

of the center. Its surface is a rolling upland. Two ranges of hills
sides of Skanandoa Creek, affording limestone of excellent quality for lime and
building purposes. Oriskany Creek flows through the extreme s. e. corner, and Skanandoa Creek
s.

town on opposite

The soil is a fertile, clayey and sandy loam. Augustsi,
near the center, contains 2 churches and 100 inhabitants.
Corners, (p. v.,)
N. w. of the center, contains a church and 200 inhabitants.
Orisliany Falls, (p.v.,) in the
s. E. corner, contains a church, a saw and grist mill, machine shop, distillery, and 711 inhabitants.
The first settlement was made by
Gunn, in 1793.* The first religious services were held at
flows N. through near the center.

Knox

(p.v.,)

the house of

Fairbanks, in 1794.^

AVA®—was formed from Boonville, May

12, 1846.

It is the central

town on the

n. border of

moderately uneven upland, 700 to 1,000 ft. above the Rome level. It is
drained by Fish Creek, the e. and w. branches of the Mohawk, Point Rock, and Blue Brooks.
Several small sulphur springs have been found in town. The soil is a gravelly loam.
the CO.

Its surface is a

Ava

w. of the center, contains 20 houses. The first settlement was commenced
by Ebenezer Harper, in 1798.' A Friends meeting house is the only place of worship in town.

Corners^ (Ava

p. o.,)

—

was formed from Leyden, (Lewis co.,) March 28, 1805. Ava was taken
on the n. border of the co., e. of the center. Its surface is a hilly, broken upBlack River flows through the n. e. part, and
land, 800 to 1,000 ft. above the canal at Rome.
Lansing Kil rises near the center and flows s. to the Mohawk. Its soil is clayey loam, in many
Near the village are immense
places thickly covered with boulders and often inclining to sand.
Its e. border extends into the great forest, and presents the meager, sandy soil
deposits of drift.
and naked rocks peculiar to that region. There is a gas spring 1^ mi. w. of the village, and a
Boonville, (p. v.,)
sulphur spring 1^ mi. s. The latter has acquired some local celebrity.
It contains 3 churches, a printing office, several manuin the n. w. part, was incorp. in 1855.
It is the present N. terminus of the Black River & Utica R. R.
factories, and 1,000 inhabitants.

IIOOWVIlil.E^

off in 1846.

It lies

on the summit level of the Black River Canal, and has a large trade with the country n., w.,
Alder CreeK, (p.v.,) in the s. e. part, contains a church and 20 houses. Forest
Port, (p. v.,) near the s. e. corner, on the line of Remsen, contains 20 houses. Havrkinsville,
It is

and

E.

(p. V.,) N.

habitants.

w. of the center, contains a saw and grist mill, chair factory, carding mill, and 339 inIlurlbntville is a p. o. The first settlement commenced in 1795.^ The first

church was formed in

1805.'*'

BRIDGEIVATER"—was formed from
town

of the co.

taries, locally

It is the s. e. corner
Sangerfield, March 24, 1797.
valley of the w. branch of the Unadilla and its tribu"
as
Bridgewater Flats," in the n., is about a mi. wide, but decreases to about

Its surface is

known

uneven.

The

Glass and Iron Manufacturing Co. began operations here in
1809. In 1811 a blast furnace was erected. Formerly hollow
ware was extensively made but at present pig iron is the chief
product.
1 The first settlement was made
at Taberg. Among the early
settlers were Elias Brewster, Adam P. Campbell, Nicholas Armstrong, and Squire Fairservice.
2
Presb., M. E., Bap., and R. C.
3 This town is included in the s.
part of the tract leased from
the Oneidas in 1794 to Peter Smith. The lease is said to have
been for 999 years. The tract was divided into 4 allotments, the
first of which lies wholly within this town.
The lease was
assumed by the State in 1795-97, and patents wore granted to
settlers, Smith retaining 6 lots in the town as part payment for
his lease. The first settlers took their lands as tenants under
Part of the Oneida Reservation, purchased in 1795
Smith.
and sold at auction in 1797, is included in the n. part of the
;

town.
«
Among the early settlers were Benjamin Warren. David
Morton, John Alden, Ichabod Stafford, Joseph and Abraham
Forbes, Isaac and Benjamin Allen, Amos Parker, Thos. Cassaty,
Ozias and Lemuel Hart. James Reynolds, Abel Prior, Thomas
and Francis O'Toole. The
PlKiffiird, Ezen Sa.xton, Abiel Undsey,
first birth was that of Peter Smith Gunn; the first marriage,
that of Daniel Hart and Catharine Putnam; and the first death,
that of Eleazer Putnam, in 1795. T. Cassaty built the first
Bawmill, in 1795, at Oriskany Falls. A gristmill was built the
Ji^.s.t

year.

s The census
reports 5 churches in town 2 Cong., M. E., Bap.,
* Named from a
and Union.
city in Burmah.
'
Zephaniah and Abner Wood settled in town about 1800.
Messrs. Barnard, Fanning, Adams, Mitchell, Beck, and Tiffany
were early settlers. Salmon Bates kept the first inn. in 1800.
Benj. Jones built the first sawmill, in 1801. at which time there
were only 9 other inhabitants in town. The road cut through
from Fort Stanwix to the French settlement on Black River,
toward the close of the last century, led through this town and
;

—

;

traces of it may still be seen. Several tributaries of Black Rivei
take their rise in swamps in the n. e. part of the town.
8 Named from Gerrit Boon,
agent
who made the first settlement. In

of the Holland Land Co.,
early times it was called

"Boon's Upper Settlement."

9 Andrew Edmunds came on in 1795 as an agent of the Hoi
land Land Co., with several men, built a sawmill, and commenced a gristmill, which was finished the next year. Luke
Fisher and son, Phineas, Martin, and Silas Southwell, Asahel
and Ezekiel Porter, Aaron Willard, Jacob Springer, Jephtha
King, and Ilezekiah Jones came in 1796. Lemuel Hough and

Daniel Pitcher were early settlers. The first birth was that of
a daughter of Jacob Springer; and the first marriage, that of
Henry Evans and Elizabeth Edmunds. The first store and inn
were opened by the agents of the company.
10 Rev. Daniel Smith was the first minister.
There are now 5
churches in town Presb., M. E., Bap., Union, and R. C.
11 The " Line of
with a treaty of
in
accordance
run
Property,"
1718, passed through this toyfu.—Jones's Annals, p. 123.
;
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The hills rise, on the e. and w. borders, 300 to 500 ft. above the valley,
s.^
being often steep. The w. branch of the Fnadilla^ flows s. through the town.
The soil in the e. is a gravelly loam, and in the w. clay. Stone is quarried in the n. e. jiart.
Bridgef^^ater, (p. v.,) in the s. part, contains 3 churches, the Bridgewater Academy, and 306
half that veidth iu the

tlieir

declivities

inhabitants.

a hamlet.
in town

JVortli

The

first

Bridge^vater

settlement was

(p. v.)

commenced

contains 15 houses.

in 1788,^

Babcock

by Joseph Farwell.

Hill

(p. o.) is

There are 3 churches

Cong., Bap., and Univ.

;

CAMDE]¥—was formed from Mexico,

(Oswego co.,) March 15, 1799. Florence was taken off
and a part of Annsville in 1823. It lies upon the w. border of the co.,
near the n. w. corner. Its surface is rolling, gradually rising toward the n., where it is broken by
The w. branch of Fish Creek
hills whose summits are several hundred feet above Oneida Lake.
Mad River from the N. unites with it near
flows diagonally through the town toward the s. e.
Camden Village and Little River, a tributary, forms part of the s. boundary. The soil is a
sandy loam, in some places gravelly and stony, but generally well adapted to grazing.
den, (p. V.,) in the e. part, was incorp. in 1834. It contains 3 churches, saw and grist mills, a
sash and blind manufactory, pump factory, 2 tanneries, a cloth manufactory, and 862 inhabitants.

Vienna

in 1805,

in 1807,

;

Cam-

"West
in the

Camdeu,

s.

(p. v.,)

part, is a hamlet.

near the n. w. corner, contains 20 houses. Uillsboroug'ta, (p. o.,)
The first settlement commenced near the close of the last century.*

The church re«
first religious society was formed Feb. 19, 1798, by Rev. Eliphalet Steele.^
ceived from the heirs of John Murray an endowment in lands yielding a revenue of $112.

The

DEERFIELiD —was

formed from Schuyler, (Herkimer co.,) March 15, 1798. Marcy was
e. border of the co.
Its surface is mostly a high
plateau, 600 to 1,000 ft. above the Mohawk, forming the n. continuation of the Ilaasenclever Mts.
of Herkimer co. A broad intervale, partly overflowed in high water, extends along the Mohawk
The Mohawk flowa
opposite Utica and on the n. e. the surface descends abruptly to the creek.
along the s. w. border of the town, and West Canada Creek along the n. e. border. The soil on
the flats is a deep, rich, alluvial loam, and on the hills a slaty and gravelly loam. Deerfield
Corners, (Deerfield p. o.,) in the s. part, contains 2 churches, 3 carriage shops, and 50 houses.

taken

ofi"

in 1832.

near the center of the

It lies

;

A

thickly settled suburb of Utica extends toward the village. IVortb Gagre, (p. o.,) in the n.
The first settlement was commenced in 1773.® The first religious services were
part, is a hamlet.
held in 1798, by Rev.
Eddy. There are 4 churches in town.'

FLiOIiEXCE*—was

in 1823.

Rome

It is the n.

level.

formed from Camden, Feb.

w. corner town of the

Mad River

flows

s. e.

co.

16, 1805.

A part of Annsville was tasen

off

and 250 to 300 ft. above the
stony and light and is underlaid

Its surface is rolling,

through the town.

The

soil is

A

by the Hudson River shales.
portion of the town is still covered by forests, wnicli extend n. to
near Jefferson co. Florence, (p. v.,) n. of the center, contains 3 churches, 3 sawmills, a gristmill, tannery, and 40 houses.
Fmpeyville, in the e. part, contains a church and 20 houses.

Fast Florence

The first settlement commenced in
(p. o.) and Florence Hill are hamlets.
by Amos Woodworth. The first religious society (Cong.) was formed Dec. 16, 1816 ;!" Rev.
Samuel Sweezey was the first settled minister.
FLfOYU" was formed from Steuben, March 4, 1796. It lies in the interior, e. of the center
of the CO. Its surface is rolling, gradually rising to the n. border, where it attains an elevation
of 200 to 300 ft. above the valley of the Mohawk. Nine Mile Creek'^ flows through a small portion
1801,'

—

1 The excavation which forms the
valley has been filled to an
immense depth with drift and rock cannot be found within a
distance
below
the
surface.
Cedar
great
swamps extend along
;

several of the streams.
2 Called also the Ti-a-narda-ra.
3

Among

—

Jones's Annals, p. 122,
the early settlers were Ezra Parker, Ephraim and

Nathan Waldo,

George G. Weaver, Capt. Mark Damoth, and Christian Real
In 1776, hearing that a band of
and Indians were planning a descent upon the settlement,
they retreated to Little Stone Arabia. In 1784 they returned;
and about the same time Peter, Nicholas, and George Weaver,
Geo. Damoth, Nicholas and Philip Harter, came in. During tho
first 15 or 20 years the settlements did not extend to the N. part
of the town. The Cox and Coflin families were the first in that
7
part.
Bap., Calv. Meth., Union, and R.
8 Named from the
city of Florence, in Italy.
9 The first settlement commenced under the
auspices of Wm.
Henderson, owner of Townsliip i of Scriba's Patent. He gavo
Amos Woodworth, John Spinning, and
Turner 50 acres
Crawford
each, to commence a settlement. Azariah Orton,
and his son Clark, Norman Waugh, Benoni and Ebenezer Barand
Ambrose
low,
Curtis, Ephraim Wright, Joseph Olcott,
Benj
6

settled at the Corners in 1773.
tories

Jesse, Joel, and Abner Ives.
Ezra Parker kept the first inn Major Farwell built the first
and
Thomas the first gristmill. This is the
sawmill
C
smallest and least populous town in the co.
*
Henry Williams was the first permanent settler, in 1796-97.
Jesse Curtis had previously built a sawmill; but he did not
settle in town until some time after.
Levi Matthews, Daniel
Parker, Seth and Joel Dunbar, Aaron Matthews, Samuel AVood,
Thos. Comstock, Elihu Curtis, Samuel Royce, Noah and Andrew
Tuttlo, Benjamin Barnes, sr. and jr., Philip Barnes, Israel Stoddard, and
Carrier were early settlers. The first birth was Young came soon after. Several of the latter settled at Florence
that of Noah P. Tuttlo the first marriage, that of Elihu Curtis Hill. Nathan Thompson kept the first inn.
10 There are 5 churches in
and Anna Northrop and the first deaths were those of Mrs.
town; 2 M. E., 2 Union, and Bap.
11 Named from Gen. Wm.
Bacon and a child, who were drowned iu crossing Mad River in
Floyd, one of the signers of the
a canoe. Elihu Curtis kept the first inn, iu 1799; and Timothy Declaration of Independence, who purchased a part of Fonda's
W. iVood the first store, about the same time.
Patent and removed to this co. in 1S03. Jones's Annals of Oneida
6 j'here are now 5 churches in town
M. E., Wes. Meth., Co.. pp. 165, 705.
12 Called
Prot. E., Cong., and R. C.
by tho Indians Te-ya-nun-soke,"abeech tree standing."

Lyman, and
;

;

;

;

—

;
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of the

s. K.

ners

The

part.

(Floyd

by Capt. Benjamin

good quality and well adapted to grain and grass. Floyd Cora church and 20 houses. The first settlement commenced about 1790,

soil is of

p. 0.) contains

There are 4 churches in town

Pike.^

;

Cong.,

Welsh Meth., Union,^ and R.

C

K.IRItL.A]VD'—was formed from

Marshall was taken off in 1829, a
Paris, April 13, 1827.
Hartford in 1834, and a part of Paris was annexed in 1839. It lies in

part was annexed to New
the interior, s. of the center of the co.
ridges by the valley of Oriskany Creek.

a hilly upland, divided into two general
200 to 500 ft. high, and the declivities are

Its surface is

The

hills are

generally steep. Oriskany Creek flows n. e. through near the center. The soil is a rich, calcareous
loam. Near Clinton Village are quarries of good building stone. Iron ore is found and several
thousand tons are annually shipped by the Chenango Canal, to Constantia, Taberg, and Penn. Great
;

is paid to fruit growing, and this town excels every other town in the co. in the amount
of fruit raised. The town derives its greatest interest from its extensive educational institutions,

attention

which entitle it to the appellation of the Literary Emporium of Oneida co. Clinton (p. v.) was
Hamilton College* is located upon a hill overlooking the Oriskany Valley.
incorp. April 12, 1843.
Its buildings consist of Dexter Hall, or North College ; Kirkland Hall, or Middle College ; Hamila chapel, laboratory, and an observatory. The course of study embraces
a collegiate and a law department. A grammar school, under a separate board of trustees, is connected as a preparatory department.
The college libraries contain about 10,000 volumes, and the

ton Hall, or South College

;

cabinet of natural history contains about as many specimens. The village also contains 5 churches,
2 newspaper offices, the Clinton Liberal Institute,* a grammar, a boarding, and a high school, and a
few manufactories. Pop. 1,174. Mancliester, (Kirkland p. o.,) a manufacturing village,® in
the N. part, contains 30 houses. Franklin, near the center, contains the Franklin Iron Works'

Clarks

and 35 houses.

Mills,^ in the n. corner, is a manufacturing village, and contains a
and saw mill, and 40 houses. The first settlement commenced in 1787, by 8
Religious services were first held in the cabin of Capt. Foot.'"

cotton factory, grist
families.^

1
Among the early settlers were Stephen Moulton, Wm. and,
Nathaniel Allen, James Chase, Elisha Lake,
Howard, Hope
PutSmith, David Bryan, Samuel Denison, James Bartlett,
ney, Jarvis Pike, Capt. Nathan Townsend, and Thomas Bacon
Foster; the
mostly from Conn. The first death wag that of
second, that of Nathan Thompson, who was killed by a falling tree.
" The
plan of ownership of the union church is peculiar. The
seats are owned and transferred by purchase, and the owners
meet on the first Monday in each year and vote what denomination shall occupy the house the ensuing year.
3 Named from the Rev. Samuel
Kirkland, an early missionary
among the Oneida Indians, who settled in the county in 1792.
He was the principal founder of an academy since merged in
Hamilton College. He died in 1808 and a monument was erected
to his memory by the Northern Slissionary Society.
* Hamilton Oneida
Academy was incorp. by the Regents, Jan.
31, 1793, mainly through the exertions of the Rev. Samuel Kirkland. In 1794 a commodious building was erected, the corner
Btone of which was laid with much ceremony by Baron Steuben.
The school was opened the same year under the Rev. John Niles,
whose successors were Rev. Robert Porter, Seth Norton, and
Rev. James Robbins. The success of this academy was highly
gratifying to its friends; and the rapid development of Central
New York suggested the necessity of more ample facilities for
instruction and an extension of its course of study. Clinton and
Fairfield became active competitors for the honors of a college,
and charters of similar character and conditions were granted
to each, under the names of Hamilton and Clinton Colleges
respectively. By a compromise between the friends of the rival
locations, the latter institution was never organized. Clinton
went on with its literary college, and employed the most active
person in the Fairfield enterprise as its agent while Fairfield
organized a medical college. Hamilton College was chartered
May 26, 1812, and went into operation soon after, under the
presidency of the Kev. Azel Backus. His successors have been
Henry Davis, in 1817 Sereno E. Dwight, in 18.33; Joseph Penny,
in 1836 Simeon North, in 1839 and Samuel Ware Fisher, in
The college is chiefly under the influence of the New
18.58.
School Presbyterian and Congregational Churches. From 1819
to 1832, di.'^ensions between the Trustees and IVesident seriously
retarded the prosperity of the institution and during the same
period insubordination among the students was of frequent
occurrence. From 1838 to lS-16 the college received S3,000
annually from the State; but the present Constitution cut it off
from the receipt of a balance previously appropriated, and the
grant has not been since continued. The Trustees many years
since adopted the custom of admitting students unable to pay
tuition fees and. from incautious extension, this usage became
an abuse that showed itself upon the treasurer's books. The
a quarter as great as prereceipts from tuition became only
viously, while the catalogue indicated by its numbers an increasing prosperity. It was found more difBcult to abandon
this practice than it had been to adopt it and it is still continued
to as great an extent as the means of the institution will justify.

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

These causes have embarrassed the finances of the college but
efforts are about being made to relieve it from debt.
The sum
of $50,000 was granted by the State, June 19, 1812, to aid in
founding the college. Wm. H. Maynard, of Utica. in 1832 gave
S20,000 to endow a professorship of law: and S. Newton Dexter,
of Whitesboro, in 1836 gave his personal obligations for $15,000
to endow a professorship of the Greek and Latin languages. The
observatory was built in 1854, at a cost of $5,000 besides the instruments, which have cost more than twice that sum.
6 The Clinton Liberal Institute was founded in 1832; it is
under the patronage of the Universalist denomination, and has
a male and a female department. The building for the former
is of stone, 96 by 52 feet, 4 stories above the basement, and has
accommodations for 100 students. The female department is an
elegant structure, 144 by CO ft., 2 stories high above the basement, and has an average attendance of 50 pupils. A small
;

the. "Leaf Bud," "Summer Leaves,"
"
Leaves," or Wintergreen," according to the season,
published at this institution. Home Cottage Seminary is a
private institution, established in 18.54 as a ladies' seminary, by
Miss L. M. Barker. The edifice is 60 by 112 ft., and cost— including 8 acres of land S20,000. It has been united with another
ladies' school under Miss A. Chipman, and is very prosperous.
An issue styled the "Home Cottage Quarterly" is published by
the pupils. This seminary forms the female department of the
grammar school. The Clinton High School, for males only, was
established May. 1858, by Rev. B. W. Dwight and D. A. Holbrook.
It is located i mi. from the village, cost 118,000, and has accommodations for 80 students.

monthly paper, named

"Autumn
is

—

6 The Manchester Manufacturing Co., incorp. in 1815, gave
employment to 100 hands, and manufactured cotton cloths to
the amount of $100,000 per year until Aug. 19, 1855, when it
was burned.
' The Franklin Iron Works manufactures 4.000 tons of pig

iron annually, from ore obtained in the immediate vicinit}'. It
gives employment to 100 men, and turns out work to the
amount of .1100.000 annually.
8 Clark's Mills manufocture brown
sheeting, and are furnished
with 128 looms. The proprietors also have a mannfictory of
cotton cord, rope, and batting, and a gristmill and sawmill.
9 Moses Foot, his three sons Bronson, Luther, and Ira, and his
Levi Shearson-in-law, Barnabas Pond, were of this number.

man. Solomon Hovey, Ludin Blodget. Timothy Tuttle, Samuel
Hubbard, Randall Lewis, Cordial Storrs, John Bullen, and Capt.
Cassey were early settlers. Mrs. S. Hovey was the first white
woman who moved into town. The first child born was Clinton
Foot the first marriage was that of Roger Leveret and Elizabeth
Cheseborough .and the first death was that of Mrs. Merah
Tuttle. Skenandoah, an Oneida chief, died in this town, March
;

;

11. 1816, aged 110 vears.
Capt. Cassey built the first gristmill,
The village was early
in 17S7. and a sawmill the next year.

named from Gov.

Clinton

;

and the

Indians as Ka-de-wis-day.
10 There are 5 churches in town

;

vicinity

was known by the

2 Cong., Bap., R.

C, and Union.

ONEIDA COUNTY.
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formed from Western, April

3,

1811.

It lies in the interior, n. of the center of the co.
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A part of

Annsville was taken

off in

1823.

Its surface is rolling or

moderately hilly, graduabove the canal at Home.

ally rising from the lowlands in the a. to an elevation of 500 to 800 ft.
The w. branch of the Mohawk flows through the n. e. corner, and Fish Creek forms a part of the
» boundary. The soil is a clayey, sandy, and gravelly loam, and in some localities very atony.
liee
I^ee, (p. v.,)
(p. v.) contains a church, saw and grist mill, tannery, and 40 houses.
.

Center

in the s.w. corner, contains a church and 20 houses.
Delta, (p-'^v) in the s.e. corner, on the
line of AVestern, contains a foundery, tannery, and 228 inhabitants.
(p. v.,)
Stokes- (p. o.) is a hamlet. The
in the n. e. corner, contains a saw and grist mill and 20 houses.

West Branch,

first

commenced

settlement

in 1790, at Delta,

by Stephen and Reuben Sheldon.'

The

first reli-

gious society (Cong.) was formed in 1797, under Rev. James Southworth.*

MARCY*—

was formed from Deerfield, March 30, 1832. It lies on the N. bank of the Mohawk, E. of the center of the co. Its surface is rolling a wide intervale borders upon the river,
from which rises an irregular table-land 300 to 500 ft. above the valley. Nine Mile Creek flows
through the w. corner. The soil on the upland is a rich, sandy and gravelly loam, and on the
flats an alluvial deposit, which is annually increased by the spring floods.
Stlttsville, (p. v.,)
on the line of Trenton, contains a church, saw and grist mill, cotton factory, and 40 houses.
Marcy is a p. o. The first settlement commenced in 1793,® by John Wilson. The census re;

ports 6 churches in town.'

MARSlIAIili—was

formed from Kirkland, Feb. 21, 1829. It lies in the s. part of the co.,
corner bordering on Madison co. The surface is a hilly upland, the hills rising 200 to 300
above the valleys. Oriskany Creek flows n. e. through the w. part. The soil is a fertile, sandy

the
ft.

s. vr.

on the n. border, contains 2 churches, an academy, and 185 in(Marshall p. o.,) near the center, contains a church and 15 houses.
Forg^e IIolIO"W contains a church, a forge, and 35 houses. The first white settlement was commenced in 1793,' by David Barton. The first church (Cong.) was formed in 1797.^°
loam.

Deansville,*

WElf
was

(p. v.,)

Hanover,

habitants.

HARTFORD—was formed

annt'xed in 1834.

It lies

upon the

e.

from Whitestown, April
border of the

co., s.

12, 1827.

of the center.

A part of

Kirkl?.nd

Its surface is )evel

or gently undulating, except in the extreme e. part, where is a low range of hills. Saiiquoit Creek
The soil is a rich, calcareous loam. UTew Hartford (p. v.)
flows N. through near the center.
contains 4 churches, 2 cotton factories, a batting factory," a flouring mill, tannery, and 892 inhabitants. fVasbington Mills (p. v.) contains the Washington Steam Mills, Oneida Woolen.
Mills,

and 50 houses.

UTew York Upper Mills, (New York

Mills p.

o.,)

on the v. border,

contains a church, a cotton factory, dye house, steam mills, and 40 houses. WillOfV
the s. part, contains a factory for making cotton machinery,''^ a foundery, and 40 houses,

Vale, in
Tha- first

was commenced by Jedediah Sanger, in 1788.'^ The first church (Presb.) wa<i formed
1791, by Rev. Jonathan Edwards and the first settled minister was Rev. Danl. Bradley. The

settlement
in

;

census reports 6 churches in town."

PARIS^*—was
1

Named from

formed from Whitestown, April

Lee, Mass.,

whence some of the early

settlers

came.

Sometimes called " Nisbets Corners, " and " Lee Corners."
8
Among the early settlers were David Smith, John and BenJ.
Spinning, Stephen and Nicholas Salisbury, Nathan Barlow,
Wm. Taft, Dan. and Seth Miller, Frederic Sprague,
Hall,
Potter. The
Jas. Toung, Chas. Gifford, Elisha Parke, and
the first marfirst birth was that of Fenner Sheldon, in 1791
the first death, that
riage, that of Dan. Miller and Amy Taft
of Job Kaird, in 1798. David Smith built the first sawmill, at
Delta, and Gen. Floyd the first gristmill, in 1796.
* There are 4 churches in town
2 M. E., Friends, and Union.
6 Named from WiUiam L.
Marcy, since Governor of the State.
«
Tull were
James, Thos., Isaac, and Jacob Wilson and
2

;

;

;

death was that of John Wilson, in the
kept the first inn, about 1810; and
about 1825.
2 Cong.. 2 Bap., M. E., and Calv. Meth.
Named from Thos. Dean, long an agent of the Brothertown

early settlers.
of 1793.

fall

John
I

8

The

first

Camp

F. Allen built the first mill,

Indians.
9 The Brothertown Indians were
settled previous to the
Revolution on a reservation in this town and Kirkland given
them by the Oneidas. They were remnants of New England.
Hudson liiver, and Long Island Indians, who were collected
toward the close of the Colonial period, and numbered, when
first removed hither, about 400 souls.
Coming from many different stocks, they adopted the English language and some of

30

10, 1792.

Brookfield, Hamilton,

and a part of

the arts of civilized life. They were mostly scattered dnring
the war, but afterward returned, and many of them became
thrifty farmers but the greater part acquired the vices of the
whites, and a part of thenisold out a.'ad went to Green Bay. In
1850 the last of the tribe bade adieu to their homes and moved
West. Among the early white sett'.ers were Warren Williams,
Hezekiah Eastman, Capt. Simeon Hubbard, and Levi Baker.
The first birth was that of Col. Loster Baker.
w It was called the Hanover Society; and their edifice, after
There are now 4
standing 40 years, was rebuilt in 1841.
churches in town 2 Cong., M. E., and Univ.
11 The " Utica Cotton MiUa" have a
capital of $100,000, run
8.000 spindles and 150 loom? and employ 190 hands, and turn
out 1,800,000 yds. of cloth annually. They have a dry house,
machine shop, and gas worTjs.
12 This establishment has a
capital invested of $40,000, and
employs 80 hands.
13
the
settlers
were Asahel Beach, Amos Ives,
Among
early
Solomon Blodget, Salmon Butler, Joel Blay:, Agift Hill,
Oliver
Wyman, Stephen Bushnell,
Collins, Joseph Jennings,
Kellogg,
Joseph Higles, Nathan Seward, John French,
Butler,
Hurlbut,
Risley,
Olm.stead,
Seymour,
Kilborn, and
Montague. Jedediah Sanger built tha
;

;

—

first mill.

Presb., M. E., Prot. E., Bap., Union, and Friends.
Named by the inhabitants in acknowledgment of the kindness of Isaac jParis, a merchant of Fort Plain) who, in the year.
1*

16
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Cazenovia, (Marlison

Kirkland in 1827.

co.,)

Sherburne, (Chenango co.,) and Sangerfield, were taten off in 1795, and
Kirkland was taken off in 1839. It lies on the e. border, near the

A part of

Its surface is a hilly upland, broken by the valley of Sauquoit Creek, The
are 200 to 400 ft. high, and their declivities are generally steep.
the
Sauvalley
bordering
the town, e. of the center. The soil is a sandy, calcareous loam.
quoit Creek flows N. through

corner of the co.

s. E.

hills

East Sauquoit and West Sauquoit,

(Sauquoit p. o.,) contiguous villages on opposite sides
of Sauquoit Creek, contain 2 churches, extensive cotton factories,^ 2 paper mills in the immediate
690 inhabitants. Clay ville, (p. v.,) near the
vicinity,' 2 sawmills, a gristmill, a tannery, and
center, contains a church, 2 furnaces,

and 817 inhabitants.
tub factory, and 40 houses

an agricultural implement manufactory,' extensive woolen

Cassville, (p. v.,) near the s. border, contains a church, gristmill,
Paris Hill, (Paris p. o.,) in the w. part, a church and 30 houses
Holman City, in the e. part, a furnace, a whifHetree iron manufactory, and 12 houses. The
The first church (Cong.) was formed in 1791, by Rev. Jonafirst settlement commenced in 1789.'
than Edwards Rev. Eliphalet Steele was the first pastor. There are now 8 churches in town.®
mills,*

;

;

;

REMSEIV'—was
was annexed

in 1809.

formed from Norway, (Herkimer co.,) March 15, 1798. A part of Steubea
It is the N. e. corner town of the co.
Its surface is an elevated upland,

/

broken by hills and ridges and with a mean elevation of 1,200 to 2,000 ft. above tide. Black River
and its tributaries drain the central and n. parts and West Canada Creek forms a small part of
;

boundary. Otter, Long, and White Lakes are in the n. part. The soil is generally a light,
loam.
large part of the town is still covered by the primitive forests forming a portion
sandy
of the great Northern Wilderness.
Remsen, (p. v.,) a station on the B. R. & U. R. R., in the

the

s. e.

A

w. corner, contains a church, furnace, steam mill, and 510 inhabitants. Forest Port,
is a hamlet.
The first
on the line of Boonville, contains 20 houses. Port
ment commenced in 1792, by Barnabas Mitchell.® There are 12 churches in town.*
s.

Woodhull

(p. v.,)

settle-

ROME—was formed from Steuben, March
Its surface is level,

center of the co.

Muhawk flows

s.

e.

through the

forms the n. w. boundary.

e. part,

The

It lies upon the Mohawk, a little w. of the
4, 1796.
and some portion of the w. part is low and marshy. The
and Wood Creek flows w. through the n. w. part."* Fish Creek

soil is

generally a highly productive, gravelly loam.

Rome,

upon the Mohawk, s. E. of the center of the town, was incorp. March 26, 1819. It is a halfshire of the CO., and it contains the co. buildings, 12 churches, 4 banks, 2 newspaper offices, the
Rome Academy, and several manufactories." It is the s. terminus of the W. R. & C. V. R. R. and
(jf the Black River Canal, and is an
important station upon the Central R. R. and the Erie Canal.
is a thickly settled suburb just w. of the limits of Rome.
Stanwix,
Pop. 7,083. West
(p. V.,)

Rome

Greens Corners is a station on the Central
a canal village, contains about 15 houses.
R. R., near the s. w. corner. Ridg^e Mills, near the center, contains 15 dwellings and IVortli
is a hamlet.
The first settlement was made at the " Carrying Place,"^^ before the French
(p. V.,)

;

Rome

of scarcity, 17S9, supplied them with Virginia corn on a liberal
credit, and finally accepted payment in such produce as they
were enabled to supply.
1 The "
Quaker Woolen Factory," established in 1812. In
1827 it commenced the manufacture of cotton, and now employs 100 hands, runs 110 looms, and can make 3,000 yards per
day. The same Co. have another mill, that employs 50 hands
and runs 60 looms.
2 These mills
employ 30 hands, and make about li tons of
printing paper daily.
3 The manufacture of
scythes was commenced in 1834. The
business has since been largely increased and at present about
$200,000 is invested in the works. Scythes, hoes, forks, and
other farming tools are extensively manufactured.
;

*

The woolen

mills were started in 1843.

They manufacture

broadcloths and blankets, and employ 80 hands.
6 The first settlement was made
by Capt. Kice. Among the
parly settlers were Benj'n Barnes and bis son Benjamin, John
Humarton, Ptephen Barnet, Aaron Adams, Abiel Simmons.
Phineas Kellogg, John and Sylvester Butler, Asa Shepard,

Kirkland Griflin, and Benjamin Merrill. The first death was
that of Wm. Swan, in 1790. Abner Bacon kept the first inn,
and James Orton the first store, in 1802.
6 2 M. E., 2 Prot. E., 2
Cong., Bap., and Presb.
7 Named from
Henry Remsen, Patentee of Remsenburgh.
Tlio town embraaes most of Remsenburgh Patent, and portions
of Easton's WoodhulFs, Servis's and other tracts.
8
Among the early settlers were John Bomer, Nath'l Rockwood, Bettis Le Clerc, Perez Farr, and Jonah Dayton, in 1793.
In 1808, David Mound, John Gas, Griffith I. Jones, John Owens,
and Hugh Hughes, Welsh immigrants, settled, and were soon
followed by a large immigration of their countrymen. This
kwb contains more natives of Wales than any other town in

and, including their children of American birth, the
Welsh number more than half the population. The first birth
was that of Polly Mitchell and the first death, that of Capt.
Peck. Broughton White kept the first store, in 1803.
9 5 Calv.
Meth., 3 Cong., 2 M. E., and 2 Bap.
10 Between the Mohawk and Wood Creek was a portage of about

the State

;

;

1 mi. in length over level ground. Early in the last century
propositions were made to bnild a road across this point and in
1796 the Western Inland Navigation Co. constructed a canal
between the two streams, and the route speedily became the
great thoroughfare of travel. This canal was most of the way
on the line of the present Erie Canal, through the village. The
Indians called the place De-o-wain-sta, "a carrying place for
canoes." Wood Creek was called Kane-go-dick. The old canal
was constructed under the superintendence of Peter Colt.
u The principal manufactories are a plow iactoryv foundery,
planing mill, several sawmills, and the repair shops of the W. R.
& C. V. R. B.
12 The first settlers came in at an early period, but their names
Brodock were engaged in
are unknown. Joha Roof and
the carrying trade at this place in 1760. The former was first
store and inn keeper. Jedediah Phelps, John Barnard, George
and Henry Huntington, Joshua Hathaway, Dr. Stephen White,
;

Roswell Fellows, Matthew Brown, sen. and jun., Seth Ranney,
David Brown, Ebenezer. Daniel W., and Thomas Wright. Thomas
Selden, Solomon and John Williams, Peter Colt, Wm. Colbrath,
Abijah and Clark Putnam, Caleb Reynolds, Rufus Easton, Thos.
Gilbert, Moses Fish, Stephen Lampman, Jeremiah Steves, and
John Niles were early settleTS.—Jones's Annals,p. 372. The first
birth was in the family of John Roof, Aug. 28, 1769. The first
sawmill was erected in 1768, and the first gristmill in 1795. A
State Arsenal was erected here in 1808, on the present site of St.
Peter's Church. The U. S. erected an arsenal and workshop a

ONEIDA COUNTY.
"War of 1755. The subsequent history of the place
first church (Cong.) was formed Sept. 5, 1800.''
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of incidents of general interest.^

Tbt>

S.4NGERFIl]liD'—was

formed from Paris, March 5, 1795. Bridgewater was taken oflF iu
Chenango to Oneida co. April 4, 1804. It is the w. town on the
Its surface is a moderately hilly upland, 700 to 800 ft. above the Mohawk at
s. line of the co.
Utica. The streams are small, and flow n. to the Mohawk and s. to Chenango River. The soil
in the valleys is a rich alluvium, and on the hills a gravelly loam. Waterville,* (p. v.,) near
the N. border, contains 4 churches, a bank, an academy, a newspaper office, a saw and grist mill,
1797.

It

transferred from

was

and 1,109 inhabitants. Sangerfield Center (Sangerfield p. o.) contains a churcli
and 30 houses and Stocltvrell Settlement, in the s. part, about 20 houses. The first settlement was commenced by Zerah Phelps, from Mass., in 1791.° There are now 7 churches in town.*
distillery,

;

STEUBEIi^ was formed from Whitestown, April 10, 1792. A part of Mexico (Oswego co.)
was annexed, and Floyd and Rome were taken off, in 1796 and Leyden (Lewis co.) and Western
in 1797.
Parts of Steuben's Tract in Western and Remsen were annexed in 1803 and a part was
annexed to Remsen in 1809. It lies in the interior, n. e. of the center of the co. Its surface is a
The streams are small. Cincinhilly, broken upland, rising 800 to 1,200 feet above the Mohawk.®
The soil is a gravelly loam
nati Creek rises in the interior, and forms part of the e. boundary.
and boulders are numerous. Quarries are worked, from which a good quality of building stone is
;

;

;

obtained.

Steuben Corners (Steuben p. o.)

is

a hamlet, in the

s.

part.

Steuben Station,

on the B. R. & U. R. R., is on the line of Boonville. The first settlement was commenced in
The census reports 7 churches in town.^"
1789,^ under Baron Steuben.

TREIVTOjV—was formed from
bank

of

West Canada Creek, near

Schuyler, (Herkimer co.,) March 24, 1797. It lies upon the w.
The surface rises from the
the center of the E. border of the co.

creek to the height of 400 to 600 feet and from the summits it spreads out into an upland broken
by ridges of drift. Cincinnati Creek flows through the n. part, and Nine Mile Creek through the
The soil is a sandy and clayey loam, best adapted to grazing. The celebrated Trenton
s. part.
Falls, upon West Canada Creek, are within the limits of this town.^^
Trenton,^^ (p. v.,) upon
Cincinnati Creek, at the mouth of Steuben Creek, contains 3 churches and 50 houses. Trenton
Falls, (p. V.,) a short distance below the Falls, contains a church, gristmill, sawmill, and 20
houses. Soutll Trenton, (p. v.,) upon the old Utica turnpike, contains 2 churches and 30
;

houses.

Holland Patent,^^

(p. v.,) in

the w. part of the town,

w. of the village, in 1813, under the direction of Major
Dalliba. It is still owned by the General Gov-ernment,
but is not in use. In 1784, Gen. Washington came thus far on a
tour of business and pleasure. He, in company with Geo. Clinton,
owned a tract of land in this co. of about 2,000 acres, comprising
a part of Coxborough and Carolina Townships in the town of

little

James

Westmoreland.
1 Fort
Williams, on the Mohawk, and Fort Bull, on Wood
Creek, were built on the line between Albany and Oswego
about 1725. Fort Bull was surprised by M. De Lery and a party
of French and Indians, numbering 362 men, March 27, 1756.
The English lost the fort and all the stores which it contained,
and 90 men. Forts Williams and Craven, located on the Mohawk, just below Rome, were destroyed by Gen. Webb in 1756,
after the reduction of Oswego by the French.
Fort Stanwix
was begun July 23, 1758, by Brigadier Gen. John Stanwix, of
the royal army. It was a square work, with bastions at the
corners, and stood a few rods s. of the present park in the village.
It was of earth and timber, surrounded by a ditch and mounted
with heavy cannon. In June, 1776, Col. Dayton took possession
of it and named it Fort Schuyler. It was besieged in 1777 by
Within the last few years the ground upon which the
St. Leger.
fort stood has been leveled and not a vestige of it now remains.
Fort Newport was a small square fort on Wood Creek, built in
the French War. An octagonal blockhouse was built about
1795, during the alarm from Western Indian wars.
2 The census
reports 17 churches 5 Calv. Meth., 2 Bap., 2 M. E.,
2 Presh., 2 R. C, Ev. Luth., Germ. Jleth., Prot. E.. and Univ.
3 Named from Jedediah
Sanger the pioneer of New Hartford,
who gave 50 acres of land to the first church. This town is No.
20 of the Chenango 20 Townships, and, together with No. 18 and
part of 19, was purchased in 1790-91 by Michael Myers, J. Sanger,
and John J. Morgan, for 3 shillings and 3 shillings 3 pence per
Much of it was settled under perpetual leases.
acre.
4 Called
the Indians Ska-na-wis» "
;

;

by
Large Swamp."
5
Haie and wife, and Nathan Gurney, came in in 1792;
and Benj. White, Phineas Owen, Sylvanus Dyer, Asahel Bellows,
Nathaniel Ford, Henry Knowlton, Jonathan Stratton,
Clark,
Col. David Norton, and about 30 others, in 1794. The first birth
was that of a daughter of Z. Phelps, in 1792; the first marriage,
that of Sylvanus Dyer and Hannah Norton and the first death,
that of Sibyl Knowlton. Polly Dyer taught the first school;
and Justus and Ebenezer Halo kept the first inn and store. The
first store in Waterville was kept by Sylvanus Dyer, in 1799.
;

is

a station upon the B. R.

&

2 Cong., M. E., Prot. E., Presh., Bap., and R. C.
' Named from Baron Steuben.
In May, 1786, the Legislature
granted him 16,000 acres in this town. He settled soon after,
built a log house, and collected a colony of tenants, but did not
live to see his contemplated improvements carried out. He was
struck by paralysis Nov. 25, 1799, and died 3 days after. He
was wrapped in his cloak and laid in the earth with his star of
knighthood upon his breast. Shortly before La Fayette's visit in
1820, his remains were taken up and re-interred under a tablet
upon raised masonry. His property was mostly bequeathed to
Wm. North and Benj. Walker, his aids. His libiary was given
Col. WalKjr gave a Welsh
to a young man named Mulligan.
Bap. Society a lease of 50 acres of land. 5 of which was woodland,
around the grave, with no other rent than the obligation to
keep this woodland fenced and the range of animals prevented
therein. This condition is carefully observed.
8 Starrs Hill is the
clear day.
highest point in the co. On
8

a,

counties, and the buildings of Hamilton
College can be seen from its summit.
9 Samuel Sizer.
Capt. Simeon Fuller, and David Starr were
early settlers. The first birth was that of Stephen Brooks, jr.
and the first marriage, that of William Case and
Piatt. The

Lake Ontario, parts of 7

;

by Welsh immigrants. A religious
" Y Cenhadwr
Americanidd," is published
magazine, (Welsh,)
lO 2 M.
in town.
E., 2 Cong., 2 Bap., and Calv. Meth
11 This favorite
place of resort was first brought to publiu
notice by John Sherman, proprietor of the first public hotel for
The falls are less interesting from tho
visitors, erected in 1822.
volume of water and height of fall than for the peculiar wild
ncss of the surrounding scenery. The ravine through which
the stream flows is worn through the Trenton limestone to the
depth of 70 to 200 ft. The sides are nearly perpendicular; and
the water descends by 5 distinct cascades a total depth of 200 ft.
in the space of half a mile. The Indian names Ka-nata, "'daiic
brown water," and Kuy-a-ho-ra. "slanting water," have been
applied to this place. Trenton Village was called One-ti-a dah-

town was extensively

settled

" in the bone."
"
12
Oldenbarneveldt," and changed
Incorp. April 19, 1819, as
April 26, 1833, to its present name. Its first name was given
by Boon, in memory of a Dutch patriot and statesman who perished on the scaffold in 1619, aged S2.—Jones's Oneida, p. 449.
13 Named from
Henry, Lord Holland, patentee of 20,000 acre*,
principally in this town. He sold to Seth and Horace Johnsoo
Andrew
and
Cragio.
que.
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Holland Patent Academy, and 353 inhabitants. Pros*
on West Canada Creek, above the Falls, contains 2 churches. Prospect Academy, an
extensive sawmill, a tannery, and 60 houses. Stittsvllle, (p. v.,) on the line of Marcy, in the s. w,
corner of the tovrn, contains a church, cotton factory, savrmill, tannery, and about 40 houses. It is
a station upon the B. R. & U. R. R. Settlement was commenced in 1793, by Gerrit Boon, from
Fish was the first pastor.^
Holland.' The first church (Presb.) was formed soon after Rev.
U. R.

E,.

pect,

It contains 6 churches, the

(p. V.,)

;

UTICA^ — was

incorp. as a village April 3, 1798.

formed as a town, from Whitestown, April
incorp. as a city Feb. 13, 1832.

Mohawk, on

the

e.

It lies

border of the

co.

7,

upon the

It

1817, and
s.

bank

was
was

of the

A wide intervale extends

along the river and from it the surface rises in gradual slopes
It lies upon the Erie Canal, and is the n.
toward the s. w.
It is an important station
terminus of the Chenango Canal.
upon the N. Y. C. R. R., and the s. terminus of the B. R. & U. R. R,
It is the center of one of the best agricultural sections of tho
;

and its trade is extensive. It is largely engaged in manuamong which are cotton and woolen goods, millstones,
screws, musical instruments, telegraphic apparatus, and a great
State

;

factures,

variety of other articles.*
a fine, large, brick building on Genesee St., s. of the canal. It contains a large
public hall, common council room, and rooms for the several city officers.
The Public Schools are under the charge of a Superintendent and Board of Education. They
T7i^ City

Hall

is

are graded, and include all departments from the primary to a thorough academic course.
They
employ 45 teachers, 6 males and 39 females. The whole number of children between the agea

—

which 3,226, or 40 per cent., attend school during some portion of the
The total expenses of the schools for 1858 were $15,546.82. The number of volumes in
year.
the district libraries is 3,018.
of 4 and 21

The

Utica

is

8,000, of

Academy, long an independent

school, novr constitutes the

High School of the public

school system of the city.
The Utica Female Academy

is a flourishing institution, situated between Washington St. and
Broadway, near Genesee St. It was founded in 1837, and its property is valued at $25,000.
The Academy of the Assumption is under the care of the Brothers of the Christian Schools.
The State Lunatic Asylum is located upon a large lot on an eminence near the vr. line of the
It receives insane persons subject to co. charge, where there is a reasonable prospect of
city.
Until recently it has received ingane
relief, and such others as its accommodations will admit.
convicts; but this class will hereafter be sent to the asylum built for that purpose at Auburn.
The average number of inmates during the last 16 years has been 381 annually.*

1 Boon was an
The Utica Millstone Manufactory and Plaster Mills give ementerprising pioneer and agent of the Holland
Land Company, tiie same that purchased in Western New York. ployment to 50 men, and turn out $60,000 worth of products

Alone, or with Le Roy, Bayard, McEvers, and Bu8ti,he purchased
in trust for that company 46,057 acres of Outhoudt's Patent,
6,026 of Steuben's Patent, 1,200 of Machin's Patent, and 23,609
of Servis's Patent. The last named, lying mostly in this town,
was granted in 1768 to Peter Servis and 24 others for the benefit
Johnson. This tiact was conveyed by the trustees
of Sir
above named to the Holland C!ompany in 1801.
Among the
other early settlers were Col. Adam 0. Mappa, Dr. Fr. A. Vander-

Wm.

annually.

The

city also

contains extensive manufactories of starch,

flour, clothing, organs, pianos, castings, machinery, stone ware,
fire brick, carpets, oilcloths, leather, lumber, beer, and cigars.

6 An
asylum of this kind was recommended by the Governor
in 1830, and was annually urged by its fiiends, until an act was
passed, March 10, 1836, appointing 3 commissioners to purchase
a site not exceeding $10,000 in value, and to contract for building. N.Dayton, C. McVean, and R. Withers were appointed;
and in 1837 a farm of 130 acres was bought at the joint expense
of the State and the citizens of Utica, ($6,300 of $16,300,) and
in that year
Clarke, Francis E. Spinner, and Elam Lynds
were appointed commissioners to erect buildings. The first

kemp, Judge John Btorrs, Col. Kobert Hicks, Peter Schuyler,
John P. Little, Cheney and John Garrett, Wm. RoUo, Col. Thos.
Hicks, Edward Hughes, and Hugh Thomas. Boon returned to
Wm.
Holland, where he died many years after. The first child born
was Adam Parker, in 1796; the first marriage, that of Jacob
Joyce and Widow Peck; and the first death, that of
Nelson, plan (prepared by Clarke) embraced 4 buildings, each 550 feet
in 1795.
long, facing outward, connected by open veiandas, and in2 The census reports 15 churches; 4 M.
The main building was
E., 3 Bap., 2 Presb., closing a court of about 13 acres.
Prot.
Calv.
and
Meth.,
Union,
Unita.
erected and the foundations were laid, when the plan was reE.,
(0. S.,) Bap., Cong.,
3 The Indians called the locality Ya-nun-da-da-sis, or U-nun- duced and attention
given to finishing the main building.
After an old stockade, built in By act of April 7, 1842, the asylum was put in charge of 9
da-ga-ges, "around the hill."
early times, was razed, it was called Teva-dah-ah-to-da-gue, managers, appointed for a term of 3 years each by the Gov.
"ruin of fort."
and Senate, a majority of whom must reside within 5 mi. of
< Tht
Eagle Mills give employment to 120 hands, and produce the asylum. Dr. Amariah Brigham was chosen Superintendent,
cloth
of
cotton
and upon his death (Sept. 8, 1849) Dr. Nathan D. Benedict sucannually.
yards
1,500,000
The Vtica Steam Oottcm. Mills employ 330 hands, and produce ceeded. The present Superintendent is Dr. John P. Gray, who
1.100 yds. of cotton cloth daily.
rite Utica Wjolen Mills employ 180 hands, and use 350,000
11>8. of wool in the manufacture of cassimeres annually.
The Utica Steam Woolen Co. gives employment to 250 hands,
and uses 1,800 lbs. of wool per day.
The Utica Screw Manufacturing Cb. employs 50 hands, and
tvros out goods to the amount of $60,000 auuually.

was appointed in 1853.
The building was partially destroyed by a fire set by one of
the inmates July 14, 1857. The walls remained standing, and
the premises have been refitted without interruption of operations, and with improvements far exceeding in safety and convenience those that were destroyed. The sum of $iiS,742 was
granted in 1858 to rebuild the premises; and the labor i>> uofT
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Besides the foregoing institutions, there are in the city 10 private schools, 5 banks, and 24
churches.^

The site of the city is included in the colonial grant of 1734, styled Cosby's Manor. Settlement began soon after the Revolution and in 1787 there were 3 log huts at this place.- The
and
construction of the Seneca Turnpike and of a bridge gave the first impulse to its growth
;

;

business and population. Although the city has experienced disasters, its general growth in wealth and numbers has been steadily forward, and its
geographical position, lines of communication, and natural advantages are guarantees of its
future increase.'

the Erie Canal in a few years doubled

its

—was

formed from Westmoreland and Augusta, Feb. 17, 1802. A part of StockIt lies on the w. border of the co., s. of the center.*
off in 1836.
Its surface is rolling, the mean elevation being about 200 ft. above the Mohawk.
The principal
streams are Oueida Creek, forming the w. boundary, and Skanandoa Creek,^ flowing through the

VERKfOIIf

bridge (Madison co.) was taken

E. part.

The

soil is

and gypsum.
mineral spring

a fine quality of gravelly and clay loam, underlaid by limestone, waterlime,
State surpass this in all the elements of fertility.

A

Very few towns in the
is

found a mi. n. w. of Vernon Center.

upon Skanandoa
contains 2 churches, the Vernon Academy,

Ternon,

(p. v.,)

Creek, n. of the center, was incorp. April 6, 1827. It
a private seminary, bank, newspaper office, and tannery. Pop. 330.
Oneida Castle, (p. v.,) on the w.
contains 2 churches and 30 dwellings.

Vernon Center

church, academy, and 337 inhabitants, of

whom

The baildlngs are well supplied with water
and have ample fixtures for the extinguishment of
including steam force pumps, ample reservoirs
of water, and pipes for filling the attic and upper rooms with
steam. The asylum has shops and gardens for the employment
of such as prefer it, and various amusements, fairs, festivals,
musical and theatrical entertainments, books, pictures, innocent games, aad such other modes of occupation as are found

nearly completed.

and

gas,

fires in future,

—

"
mind diseased." The
to exert a salutary influence upon the
Opal, a monthly magazine, is edited and printed at the asylum
and
the
American
Journal
of Insanity, a quarits
inmates
;
by
The aggregate star
terly journal, is conducted by its ofiiceis.
tistics of the asylum from Jan. 16, 1S43, to Dec. 1, 1858, have
follows :
been

m

—

275 are in this town.

line,

TurRey

(p. v.)

contains a

Street

is

a
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thickly populated farming neighborhood.
religious services were held in 1801.^

VEROIVA — was
CO.,

w.

near the c^ter.

The

first

settlements were

formed from Westmoreland, Feb. 17, 1802.

It lies

in 1794-97.^

The

first

on the w. border of the
and marshy in the

Its surface is generally level, slightly rolling in the E.,

Oneida Lake and Creek form the w. boundary, and

The

small streams in the town are tributaries to these.
is a mineral spring in the e. part of the town.*

Wood CreeP
soil is

Terona

Durbamville,

and 30 houses.

made

(p. v.,)

(p.

the N. boundary.
Several
a deep, rich, alluvial loam. There
v.) contains 2 churches, a tannery,

on the w. border, partly in Madison

co.,

contains 2

Verona

churches, a glass factory, foundery, tannery, and 1,034 inhabitants.
Depot, (p. o.,)
a station on the N. Y. C. R. R., contains 10 houses. State Bridge (p. v.) contains 20 houses;
Iljg°glasville (p. v.) 25 houses
l<ondoii, (p. v.,) in the n. part, 30 houses ; Sconon;

New

line of Vernon, 20 houses; Verona Mills (p. v.) 20
a glass factory and 20 houses
and Staceys Basin 10 houses.
Settlement was commenced in 1792, by Geo. A. Smith ;^ Rev. Joseph Avery preached the first
sermon. There are now 10 churches in town.®

doa,

houses

in the

(p. v.,)

;

s.

part,

on the

Dunbarton

;

—

VIEIV^A' was formed from Camden, April 3, 1807, as " Orange." Its name was changed to
"Bengal," April 6, 1808, and to Vienna, April 12, 1816. A part of Annsville was taken off in
1823.
It lies on the w. border of the co., n. of the center.
Its surface, rising from Oneida Lake
on the s. border to an elevation of about 100 ft., spreads out into a rolling plateau. The n. w. part
is hilly.
Wood Creek and Oneida Lake form the s. boundary. Fish Creek forms most of the e.
boundary, and unites with Wood Creek before it enters Oneida Lake. The w. branch of Fish
Creek forms a part of the N. boundary. The soil is a light, sandy loam, underlaid by clay in
the s. w., along Fish Creek, it is alluvium. Good building stone is quarried in the e. part, and
large quantities of bog ore have been raised from the marshes near the lake. Vienna, (p. v.,)
in the e. part, contains a church and 110 inhabitants.
IVortli Bay, (p. v.,) in the s. part, near
the lake, contains 2 churches, 3 sawmills, a shingle mill, and 25 houses. McConnellSTille,
(p. V.,) in the n. part, on the line of Annsville, contains 20 houses
£lpis, a church and 8 houses.
Fisli Creek landing contains 20 houses West Vienna, (p. v.,) on the lake, 20 houses.
:

;

;

Pine

is

century.*

a hamlet, in the

The

e. part.

first

settlement

There are now 6 churches in town'.

WESTERIV—was

close of the last

•

formed from Steuben, March

^n the interior, n. of the center of the co.

was commenced near the

10, 1797.

Lee was taken

off in 1811.

It lies

upland, broken by numerous gulRiver and Lansing Kil Creek meet near the

Its surface is a hilly

by the streams. Mohawk
and s. w. into Rome. The soil in the valleys is alluvium. Stone quarries are
worked which have furnished large quantities of stone for the Black River Canal. VFesternville (p. V.) contains a church, a tannery, and 287 inhabitants. Hforth Western (p. v.) conlies

worn

in the slate

center and flow

s.

1 The first
settler was Josiah Bushnell, in 179-1.
Upon the
relinquishment of the Indian title in 1797, a large number of
families from Mass. and Conn, came in; and within 2 years
every farm in town was taken up. Among the early settlers
were families named Hills, Bronson, Wetmore, Holmes, Stone,
Gridley, Smith, Biasell. Foot, Goodwin, Frisbie, De Votie, Austin,
Stannard, Griswold, Alvord, Thrall, Wilcox, Church, Spencer,
Carter, Marshall, Tuttle. Bush, McEwen, Wilcoxson, and Webber, on Bas Chard's location, around Vernon Center; Rev. John
Sargent, and fiunilies named Codner, Marvin, and McEwen, on
Sargent's Patent; Skinner, Lawrence, Shedd, Gratton, Deland,
Spaulding, Grant, Kellogg, Tryon, Carter, Moore, Simons, Doane,
May, Mahan, Page, Ingraham, Crocker, Graves, Soper, Norton,
Dix, Vaughan, Wright. Cody, Kekey, Raymond, Ailing, Haseltine, Carpenter, Hungerford, Burley, and Darling, on the "Reservation;" Griffin, Webster, Stone, Hotchkiss, Warren, Youngs,
Willard, Langdon, and Neller, in the s. w. part; Brockway,
Upham, Cole, Davis, Blount, Brookins, Day, Frink, Neys, Campand Van Eps, Hubbell,
bell, Huntington, and Cook, in the N.
Warner, Pierson, Patten, and Root on the Van Eps Patent. The
first death was that of a daughter of Josiah Bushnell, in 1795.
Sessions taught the first school, in 1798 A. Van Eps kept
the first store, in 1798; and Asahel Gridley built the first grist;

;

mill.
- There are now 8 churches in
town; 3 Presb., 2 M. E., Bap.,
Cong., and Unita.
* A
royal blockhouse was built at the mouth of this creek
\bout 1722. It was about 8 rods square, on a slight elevation,

*nd surrounded by a ditch.
* A hotel and water-cure has been erected
tion of visitors and patients. The water

with sulphuretted hydi-ogen gas, and yielded to Prof. Noyes's
analysis the following ingredients to the gallon:
.720 gr.
Muriate of soda
68 "
Lime, with a little magnesia
"
(50
of lime

—

Sulphate
The water resembles in many respects that of the Harrogate
Springs in England.
s Smith was 8
days working his way through snow, swamps,
and thickets from Westmoreland. Among the early settlers
were Asahel Jackson, in 1796, near the blockhouse; La Whitten
de Wardenou, at Oak Orchard, on Wood Creek, in 1796 or '97.
Among the early settlers in the s. part in 1798 were Brooks,
Langdon, Avery, Eames, Bosworth, Pomeroy, Day, Ellis, Fisher,
Phelps, Benedict, Loomis, Warren, Tilden, Todd, Skinner, BilThe
lington, Wheelan, Bobbins, Clark, Bishop, and Brown.
and the first death
first birth was that of Eva Smith, in 1795
was that of a child of Wardenou, in 1797, who was buried in its
cradle for want of a coffin. Jones's Oneida Cb.^p. 671. Asahel
Jackson kept the first inn. in 1796. The first saw and grist
mills were built for the Indians.
« 3 M. E., 2 S. D.
Bap., Presb., Bap., Friends. Union, and R. C.
1 Gen. A. Hamilton, John Lawrence, and John B. Church, under
proceedings in chancery, became owners of this town.
8 Timothy Halsted.
Fisher,
Jarvis, Peter Gibbons,
Isaac Babcook, Alex, and Jonathan Graves, Eliakim Stoddard,
Allen Nichols, and David Stone were early settlers. The first
birth was that of Polly Blakesley. in 1803: and the first death,
that of Alex. Graves, by an accident in a sawmill, in 1801.
Lvman Mathers taught the first school Wm. Smith kept the
Ambrose Jones built the first sawmill, in
first inn, in 1801.
1801 and Wm. Smith the first gristmill, about ISOi.
;

—

;

for the
is

accommoda-

nearly saturated

;

»

3 M. E., Cong., 0. S. Bap., Bap.
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and 15 houses.

tains a church

Oillside

hamlet, near the e. line. Bella (p. v.)
first settlement commenced in 1789,
by

is
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contains 8 houses.

(p. o.)

in the

s.

fl^.

Big Brook

(p. o.) is

corner, mostly in the town of Lee.
and his sons Asa, Reuben, Wolcott,

a

The
and

Asa Beckwith
Lemuel, and Henry \Yager.^ The first church (Bap.) was formed in 1798; Rev. Stephen Parsons
preached occasionally. There are now 6 churches in town.*

TFESTMOREL,A]VB—was

formed from Whitestown, April 10, 1792. A part of WhitesVerona and part of Vernon were taken ofi" in 1802. It is an
interior town, lying s. of the center of the co.
Its surface is a rolling upland, with a mean elevation of 150 to 250 ft. above the Mohawk.
The streams are mostly small brooks. Iron ore has been
obtained in large quantities for the Westmoreland, Lenox, Onondaga, and Paris furnaces. Several
quarries of fine building stone have been wrought and from some of these grindstones were formerly manufactured. The soil is principally a gravelly and clayey loam, adapted to grain raising

town was annexed March

15, 1798.

;

and pasturage.

Hampton,

(Westmoreland p. o.,) in the e. part of the town, contains 3
churches, several manufactories,^ and 400 inhabitants. liO^'ell, (p. v.,) in the n. w. part, contains a church and 25 houses.
Hccla Worlis, (p. v.,) s. w. of the center, contains a large furnace* and 16 houses.
L.airdsville,^ (p. V.,) in the s. part, contains a church and 15 houses.

Spencer Settlement,
The

first

on the n.

line,

and

Eureka, 2

5, 1786.«

The

first

mi.

s.,

each contains about 15 houses.
to him under an act of May

made by James Dean, upon a patent granted
church (Cong.) was formed Sept. 20, 1792.'

settlement was

ffHITESTOWIV^—was formed March 7, 1788, and included an indefinite amount of territory
Steuben, Mexico, Paris, and Westmoreland were taken off in 1792 a part
extending westward.
of Cazenovia (Madison co.) in 1795; Augusta and a part of Westraoreland in 1798 Utica in 1817;
and New Hartford in 1827. It lies upon the s. bank of the Mohawk, a little s. e. of the center of the
;

;

A broad, flat intervale extends

along the Mohawk and from it the surface rises in gentle slopes
summits spreads out into a rolling upland. Oriskany Creek' flows
N. E. through near the center, and Sauquoit Creek through the e. part.
The soil is mostly a fine
quality of gravelly loam and alluvium, well adapted to grain raising.
'Wliitesboro',**'
(Whitestown p. o.,) in the Mohawk Valley, in the s. e. part of the town, was incorp. March 26,
1813. It contains 4 churches, the Whitestown Seminary, a bank, and several small manufactories.
It is a canal and r. r. station.
Pop. 953. Oriskany, (p. v.,) near the mouth of Oriskany Creek,
is a canal
It contains 5 churches and several extensive manufactories.^^
village and r. r. station.
Pop. 711. Yorkville and 'Xew York Mills, in the s. part, are manufacturing villages, upon
Sauquoit Creek, the former containing about 50 houses and the latter 3 churches and 60 houses."
Walesville, (p.o.,) Colemans Mills, and Pleasant Valley are hamlets or thickly
settled farming neighborhoods.
The first settlement was made by Judge Hugh White and his 5
sons, Daniel C, Joseph, Hugh, jr., Ansel, and Philo, in May, 1784." This was the first settlement
in the co., and became the nucfleus of civilization for Central N. Y. The first church '[Presb.) was
formed Aug. 20, 1794 the first settled pastor was Rev. Bethuel Dodd.^*
CO.

about 100

ft.

and

;

fi-om the

;

These settlers, with one exception, continued to reside on
their first locations until their deaths. Gen. Wm. Floyd, one of
the signers of the Declaration of Independence, settled here in
1803, and continued a resident until his death in 1821. The
leasehold tenure long retarded settlement, and is still a source
of dissatisfaction.
2 3 M.
E., Calv. Meth., Presb., and Friends.
3 The Malleable Iron Works of
Smith, Parker, Hallack & Co.,
at this place, employ 40 hands, and have a capital of $20,000.
Buell's Hardware Manufactory has a capital of $30,000, and gives
employment to 50 hands.
* These works,
engaged in the manufacture of shelf hardware,
have a capital of SIO.OOO, and employ 40 hands. A blast furnace
established here near the commencement of the century was
run 30 years.
6 Named from Samuel
Laird, an early settler.
^ Tliis
patent names Dean's Creek as Kanaghtarageara, and a
small branch of Oriskany Creek, Kan-you-stot-ta. Among the
1

other early settlers were Jonathan Dean, Silas Phelps, Ephraim
Blackmer, Nehemiah Jones, Joseph Jones, Joseph Blacknier, jr.,
and Samuel Laird, all of wliom located on Dean's Patent. In
1789, settlements spread rapidly, and John and Nathaniel TownBend, Benjamin Blackmer, John Vaughan, Josiah Stillman,
Nathan Loomis, Joshua Oreen, Joseph Blackmer, sen., Amos
Smith, John Morse, Daniel Seely, Elijah Smith, Samuel Starr,
Alexander Parkman, and Stephen Brigham located in town.
Mr. Dean was an Indian trader, acquired the language of the
natives, and exercised much influence over them. He received
this grant through a stipulation made by the Indians as a
reward for services rendered to their nation. Although greatly
attached to him, these savages upon one occasion came near

—

life to atone for the dean of one of then number who
was accidentally killed by a Dutchman on the Mohawk. Ho
died Sept. 10, 1823, aged 76 years. Jones's Oneida, p. 749.
MSS. account of Indian mythology, written by him, is in the
State Library.
' The census
reports 6 churches in town; 3 M. E., btip., 0. S.
Bap., and Friends.
8 Named from
Hugh White, the pioneer settler.
"
s
Signifying river of nettles."
10 The first courthouse of Herkimer co. was erected here
in
1793. A clerk's office of the Supreme Court of the State was
estiiblished at this place April 4, 1807.
11
Oriskany Manufacturing Co., Incorp. Feb. 16, 1811, for the
manufacture of woolen cloths, was the oldest to. of the kind ia
the State. It had 8 sets of machinery, and employed 130 hands.
The Dexter Manufacturing Co. had 12 sets of machinery, and
employed 130 hands. These factories are not now in operation.
12 The New York
Mills, an extensive nianufllctory of cotton,
has branches at Yorkville. New Y'ork Mills, and Upper New
York Mills. the last named in New Hartford. It has a capital
of S200,000.
13
Among the other early settlers were Amos Wetmore, Jonas
Piatt, Geo. Doolittle, Thomas R. Gold, Reuben Wilcox, Arthur
Breese, Enoch Story, Elizur Moseley, Caleb Douglass, Wm. G
Tracy, Gerrit Y. Lansing, and Henry R. Storrs. The first child
born was Esther White; and the first death, that of Mrs.
BlackSley, .soon after the first settlement. The first gristmill in
the town and co. was built in 1788, by Judge White, Amos Wetmore, and John Beardsley.
l-i There
are now 13 churches in town 3 Presb., 3 M. E., 2
Bap., 2 Prot. E., Cong., Calv. Meth., and Union.

taking his

—

A

—

.

;
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population,
Stock, Agricultural Products,
AcEES OF Land.

Valuation of 1858.
,2

Nasies op Towns.

t§

Annsville

Angusta.-

Ava

—

.

Boonville

Bridge water...

Camden
Deerfield

Florence

Floyd
Kirkland
Lee

-

18,059
16,151
16,374
15,3651
15,769
14,056i
22.942
14.810i

Marcy
Marshall

New Hartford.
Paris
Kemsen

Kome
Sangerfleld

Steuben
Trenton

,

Utica

Vernon
Verona
Vienna
Western
Westmoreland,
Whitestown....
Total

14,188i
14,247A
9,192
18,290J
ll,575i
13,421A
16,990
13,131
15,7151
15.303A

17,884i
21,800A
2,323
19,5641
26.325i
13,595
21.7621
22,425*
14,536i

18,843
3,321i
13,295
21,8 lOi
3,1054
17,683
4.516
17,145
5,889
3,706
9,957
3,356
3,621i
2,630i
3,609^
57,687
19,326i
3,803
8,041 i

6.843i

292
4,282i
15,341 i
22.139

9,292i
4,242*
2,813f

435,8001 286,5941

Dwellings, Families, Freeholders,

and Domestic Manufactures, of Oneida

Schools,

County,

Live

ONONDAGA COUNTY.
This county was formed from Herkimer, March

5,

1794,

and

in-

cluded the original Military Tract. Cayuga was taken off March
Cortland, April 8, 1808 and a part of Oswego, March 1,
8, 1799
;

;

was named from the Onondaga
principal residence was within its border.
1816.

It

tribe of Indians,
It lies

of the State, centrally distant 127 mi. from Albany,
812 sq. mi.
Its surface is naturally divided into
E.

and w.

line, the n. half

whose

near the center

and contains

two nearly equal parts by an
level, and the s. broken by

being nearly

ridges of hills and gradually sloping upward to a height of about
These highlands constitute a portion
1,000 feet on the s. border.
of the most northerly spurs of the Central Allegany Mountains,

where they sink down to a

level

with the lowlands which surround Lake Ontario.

They are divided

into five distinct ridges, all having a general n. and s. direction and separated by narrow and deep
The most eastern of these ridges enters the town of Manilas from the e., and extends
valleys.
northward to the immediate vicinity of the Erie Canal, the valley of Limestone Creek forming its

The second ridge lies between
Its highest point is 600 to 800 ft. above the valley.
the valleys of Limestone and Butternut Creeks and embraces the highlands of Fabius and Pompey, the w. part of Manlius, and the e. part of La Fayette and De Witt. In Pompey this range
The lower or n. part of this ridge is subdivided by
attains an elevation of 1,743 ft. above tide.
the deep valley of the w. branch of Limestone Creek. The third range, between the valleys of
w. boundary.

Butternut and Onondaga Creeks, comprises the highlands of the central part of La Fayette, the w.
part of De "Witt, and the e. portions of Tully, Onondaga, and Syracuse. Its highest point, in La
Fayette, is several hundred ft. lower than the hills of Pompey. The fourth range, between Onon-

daga and Nine Mile Creeks, comprises the highlands of Otisco, the w. portions of Tully, La Fayette, Onondaga, and Geddes, and the e. portions of Marcellus and Camillas. The highest point of
The fifth range,
this range, in Otisco, is but a few ft. lower than the highest point of Pompey.
lying between Nine Mile Creek and Skaneateles Lake and Outlet, comprises the highlands of SpafIts
ford, the w. parts of Marcellus and Camillus, and the e. parts of Skaneateles and Elbridge.
highest point, Ripley Hill, in Spafford, is 1,981 ft. above tide. The axis of this whole system of
highlands, extending through Pompey, Fabius, and Tully, forms a part of the watershed between
Susquehanna River and Lake Ontario. The declivities of these hills are generally steep but their
summits are rolling and crovraed with forests or cultivated fields.
The geological formation of the co. consists of alternate strata of shale and limestone, overlying
each other in nearly horizontal layers. The lowest of these, cropping out on the s. shore of Oneida
Lake, is the Clinton group of shale, and successively above these, toward the s., the Niagara limestone, the red and green shales and gypsum belonging to the Onondaga salt group, the waterlime
group, Oriskany sandstone, Onondaga limestone, corniferous limestone, Seneca limestone, Marcellus shales, Hamilton shales, Tully limestone, Genesee slate, and Ithaca shales.
The last four
mentioned are found upon the summits of the southern hills. The salt group occupies the very
base of the hills and the limestones crop out along their declivities in an e. and w. line extending
through the center of the co. The celebrated Onondaga Salt Springs are in the deep valley in which
Onondaga Lake is situated, and the salt water is found above or within the strata of red shale.
The salt wells are 200 to 400 feet deep. The green shales, embracing the hopper-formed strata,
the magnesian or vermicular lime, and large quantities of gypsum in isolated masses, lie immeThe gypsum is
diately above the red shales, and form the first declivities of the ranges of hills.
extensively quarried, and is one of the most important minerals in the State.^ Next above these
another important and valuable mineral.^ The Onondaga limestone
shales is the waterlime stone,
;

;

—

Throughout the gypsum regions are found numerous tunnelshaped cavities at the surface of the ground, 5 to 30 ft. deep
und aboit the same in circumference. These are supposed to be
caused by the underlying rocks being slowly dissolved by the
rains, and the earth above falling into the cavity so formed.
From ye»r to jeu new cavities are continually forming.
1

* This stone is burned and
ground, and used for cement. It
readily hardens under water, and may be used in all places exto
continual
posed
dampness. It was used in constructing the
locks on the Erie Canal, and is used on rail road work throughout the Western States and Canada. It forms one of fhe most
valuable exports of the co.
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furnishes a beautiful and valuable building stone and nearly all of the limestone strata furnish
quicklime of a superior quality.
In variety, strength, and fertility, and in all the elements of perpetual productiveness, the soil
of this CO. is not surpassed by that of any other co. in the State. It is extensively derived from
;

But the northern towns are nearly all covered with
generally a light, sandy loam, alternating with heavy clay. The vast dothe hills go far toward enriching the soil of the valleys.* In the central and
posits of lime upon
N. portions the marshes are covered many feet thick with peat and muck formation, formed by
the decomposition of the underlying rocks.^

and their

drift,

soil is

the decaying vegetation of centuries, and furnishing the elements of almost boundless future
More than one-half the entire tobacco crop of the State is raised in this co.
fertility.'

The streams of the co. nearly all flow in a northerly direction and discharge their waters tlirough
Oswego River into Lake Ontario. In their course from the highlands they often flow over perpendicular ledges and through narrow ravines, forming a great number of beautiful cascades, the
Osprincipal of which will be more particularly noticed in the description of the diiferent towns.
wego River, which forms a part of the e. boundary of Lysander, is formed by the junction of
Seneca and Oneida Rivers. Seneca River* enters the n. part of the co. from the w. and pursues a
winding course until it unites with Oneida River. It is a broad, deep stream, and has upon it one
In the lower part of its
series of rapids, which has been converted into a valuable water-power.
course it contains a broad sweep or bend from a s. e. to a n. w. direction and at its extreme s. point
Oneida River, the outlet of Oneida Lake, is a deep,
it receives the Onondaga Outlet from the s.
sluggish, crooked stream, 18 mi. in length, and forms a link in the chain of internal navigable
waters of the State. Limestone and Butternut Creeks, after flowing through narrow and deep
parallel valleys among the hills, unite in the n. part of the town of Manlius, and flow into Chittenango Creek a few mi. above its entrance into Oneida Lake. Onondaga and Nine Mile Creeks
the latter being the outlet of Otisco Lake both flow into Onondaga Lake. Otisco Inlet, a small
stream entering the co. from the s., may be considered the head branch of Nine Mile Creek.
;

—

—

Skaneateles Outlet discharges its waters into Seneca River just beyond the w. border of the co.
Several small streams take their rise in the s. part of the co., and, flowing s., form the head branches
of Tioughnioga River. The principal lakes in the co. are Oneida, Onondaga, and Cross Lakes,
upon the level land of the n., and Skaneateles and Otisco Lakes, in deep valleys among the hills
of the s. Oneida Lake, extending along the n. e. border of the co., is about 30 mi. in length and
;

forms a portion of the chain of the internal navigable waters of the State.* Onondaga Lake,
celebrated for the salt springs which are found in its immediate vicinity, is about 5 mi. long.* Cross
Lake, upon the n. w. border of the co., is a shallow body of water, about 5 mi. long, and may be
considered as simply an enlargement of Seneca River. Skaneateles Lake, 16 mi. long, occupies a

it

deep and narrow valley

among

the

hills,

and

is

considered one of the finest sheets of water in the

part rise precipitously to a height of several hundred ft., and the
ecenery is singularly wild and rugged. Toward the n. the summits decline in height, and the
land gradually and smoothly slopes down to the very edge of the water, forming a rich and exceedingly beautiful landscape. Otisco Lake is about 4 mi. long, and is nearly surrounded by steep

State.

hills,

The banks along

400

to

800

ft.

above

stone formations are

which contain

little

its s.

its surface.

many deep

rents

sheets of water.

In the region occupied by the waterlime and Onondaga limeand fissures, from 50 to 200 ft. below the surface, some of
These remarkable depressions are evidently the result of

" These

—

—

hard soil to work, being mixed with stones, but of a moat
systems of rocks constitute the basis of our soils
their particles, separated by the action of the elements, have fruitful character. On still farther s. a grazing district takes
been decomposed and in process of time rendered fruitful. Be- the place of a wheat growing one. This change, however, may
sides these rocks, we have beds of gravel and rounded stones, not be due entirely to changes in the composition of the formathat have been brought to us from the far North by water; and tions. The country has become decidedly hilly.
now find
we often see large boulders of granitic rocks that were brought steep slopes, inclined surfaces, deep ravines, rounded hills, in
here on islands of ice that once drifted about in the sea that, in fine, all the characteristics of good fields and walks for sheep
a period far back in the world's history, submerged all this part and cows, for sweet grass and pure streams of water."
of the continent. The springs that flow from the lime rocks Emmons.
* This stream forms the
deposit tufa, in many instances in sufficient quantities to make
drainage of nearly all of the small
farm fences and to burn lime. So highly are many of these lakes in Central N. Y. Large sums of money have been exwith
carbonate
of
lime
that
as
channel
at Jacks Reefs, upon the w.
soon as the water pended in deepening its
springs charged
meets the air it parts with a part of the lime and incrusts border of the co., for the purpose of draining the extensive
leaves and twigs and whatsoever may be encountered. These marshes near the outlet of Cayuga Lake. The enterprise has
substances, perhaps, then decay, leaving perfect forms upon the been partially successfiil, and a large amount of valuable land
solid rock."
has been reclaimed.
Ag. Address of Son. George Geddes.
2 " There are
6 The outlet of this lake is
large deposits of marl in this co. ; one just E. of
navigable and a canal 7 mi. in
the
rail
road
shown
is
it.
The
by
finely
cutting
Syracuse
through
length connects Wood Creek, one of its tributaries, with the
great Cicero Swamp is rich in this valuable fertilizer. Lake Erie Canal at Uigginsville.
6 A
Sodom, in Manlius, is constantly depositing this mineral the
low, semi-marshy piece of ground, about 2 mi. in length
trees that fall into the lake are whitened with it. Onondaga and 1 in width, extends southward from the head of this lake,
Lake is surrounded by a marl bed. The lakes of TuUy are also and ia bordered by steep bluffs 15 to 25 ft. high,— probably the
marl lakes." Ag. Address of Hon. Geo. Geddes.
ancient border of the lake. In and around this marsh the salt
* "As we
go south, the ragged front of the limestone gives us a springs are found.
1

;

We

—

—

—

—

;

;

—
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subsidence, as the faces of the
is

much cracked and
The

cliffs

broken.^

CO. seat is located at the city of

Onondaga limestone and elaborately

N. E.

The

Syracuse.

finished, is situated

courthouse, a beautiful structure, built of
on W. Genesee St., near the center of the

one of the finest buildings of the kind in the State.' The Onondaga Penitentiary, a
prison and workhouse, is a commodious brick edifice, situated upon an eminence a mi.
of the courthouse.
It contains apartments for a jail, and is also used for the
imprisonment
It is

city.^

city
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are nearly perpendicuhir, and the surface of the rocks above

and

co.

of criminals sentenced for short terms.

Prisoners are received from Oswego and Madison cos.

The

clerk's office is a fireproof brick building, situated at the corner of Church and North Salina
Sts.
It contains rooms for the Surrogate and Supervisors.
The poorhouse is located upon a farm

of 34 acres on

Onondaga

Hill,

4 mi.

s.

Little attention

is

The average number of inmates is 200,
The building is commodious, but poorly ventilated.

w. of Syracuse.

supported at a weekly cost of S1.2G each.

paid to the improvement of the inmates and in accommodations, cleanliness, and
and insane, the institution is not above the average of similar institutions in
;

attention to the sick
the State.

The Erie Canal extends e. and w. through near the center of the co. The Oswego Canal extends from the Erie at Syracuse, n. through Salina and Clay, to Lake Ontario at Oswego.
The
N. Y. Central R. R. extends through Manlius, De "Witt, Syracuse, Geddes, Camillus, Van Buren, and

From Syracuse two divisions of this R. R. extend westward to Rochester, one via Clyde
and Lyons, called the New Road, and the other via Auburn and Geneva, called the Old Road.
The Oswego & Syracuse R. R. extends from SjTacuse n. through Geddes, Van Buren, and Lysander and the Syracuse, Binghamton & New York R. R. extends from Syracuse s. through Onondaga, De Witt, La Fayette, Fabius, and Tully, uniting with the N. Y. & Erie R. R. at Bingliamton.
The Union R. R. is a short road extending from the n. terminus of the Binghamton road to the
Elbridge.

;

Erie Canal, in Geddes.
Sixteen newspapers are published in the

co.

;

4 daily, 10 weekly, 1 semi-monthly, and 1 monthly.*

1 These lakes are sometimes called " crater
lakes," from
their peculiar form, and sometimes " green lakes," from the
color of thoir waters.
2 The first courts were held in bams and
private residences
at Onondaga, Levana, on the shore of Cayuga Lake, Cayuga
and
Seneca
co.
The
first
courthouse
was erected at
Ovid,
CO.,
Onondaga Hill, in 1805-06. The commissioners appointed to

were Asa Danforth. George
Ballard, and Roswell Tousley. In 1829 an act was passed to
remove the co. seat to the village of Syracuse, and John Smith,
Oren Hutchinson, and Samuel Forman were commissioners to
select the site. The courthouse was finally built on a lot about
midway between the then rival villages of Syracuse and Salina.
It was destroyed by fire in 1856, and the present structure was
erected soon after.
The first co. oflicers were Seth Phelps,
First Judge ; Benj. Ledyard, Clerk; John Harris, Sheriff; and
Moses De Witt, Surrogate.
3 The
library of the Court of Appeals is kept in the courtselect the site for the courthouse

house.
*

The Verne

of the village

The

The
The

The
The
The
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the

first

was made to change the name
from " Manlius" to "Deme." The paper

At that time an

T)ie

Manlius in 1806 by Abrapaper published in the co.

Gazette, established at

ham Romeyn, was

effort

was continued about 1 year.
Herald of the Times was started at Manlius in 1808 by
Leonard Kellogg. In 1813 its name was changed to
ManKus Times, and it was successively issued by James
Beardsley, Seneca Hale, and Daniel Clark. October 28,
1818, Mr. Clark changed its name to
Onondaga Herald ; soon after it was changed to
Times, and continued about 3 years. June 27, 1821, Thuriow Weed became editor, and the name was changed to
Onondaga County Republican. October 27, 1824, it passed
into the hands of Laurin Dewey, who ehanpred it to
Onondaga Republican. Soon after, Luman A. Miller became
proprietor, and the name was changed to
Manlius Repository. It afterward passed into the hands
of L. Stilson, and was continued about 5 years.
Onondaga Flag was published at Manlius a short time in

Fonda.
1831 by
The Lynx was started at Onondaga Hollow in 1811 by Thomas
0. Fay, and was continued about 2 years. Thurlow

of Slavery," was editor at one time. In 1821 it passed
into the hands of Cephas S. McConnell, and was

changed to
The Onondaga Journal. In 1827 Vivus W. Smith became proprietor, and in 1829 he removed it to Syracuse and united
it with the S>Tacuse Advertiser,
the combined paper

—

taking the

The

the Gazette, under the name of
The Onondaga Register and Syracttse Gazette. In 1832 it passed
into the hands of Sherman & Clark, who changed it to
The Syracuse Argus, and continued it about 2 years.
The Onondaga Gazette was established at Onondaga Hill in 1816
by Evander Morse. Wm. Kay, author of ' The Horrors

of

Sept. 10, 1829, published by
Wyman <t Smith. S. F., T. A., and A. L. Smith, W. L.
Crandal. and Marcellus Farmer were stibsequently interested in its publication at different times till iS48,
when it passed into the hands of Agan & Summers. In
1856 Agan sold his interest to Wm. Summers and the
paper is now published by Summers & Brother.
;

The Syracuse

Dailjr Standard was started in June,
by Smith & Agan, and was continued 3 months.

1846,
It was revived

January 1, 1850, and is now published
by Summers & Brother.
The Onondaga Gazette was established at Syracuse in April,
1823, by John Durnford, and was the first paper started
at Syracuse. In about a year it vfas changed to
The Syracuse Gazette and General Advertiser, and continued
until 1829, when it waa united with the Onondaga
Register.

was started in 1825 by John F. WyThos. B. Barnum Norman Rawson was afterward connected with it, but John F. Wyman soon assumed the entire control, and continued it till 1829,
when it was united with the Journal and its name

TTie Syracuse Advertiser

man &

;

changed to the Standard.
The Salina Sentinel was started in October, 1826, in what is now
the First Ward of Syracuse, by Reuben St. John. In
1827 it was changed to
The Salina Herald, and it was issued a short time by Josiah
Bunce.
Tlie Courier was published at Jordan a short time in 1831 by

In 1832

Fred. Prince.

it

was removed

to Salina

and

changed to

The Salina Courier and Enquirer, but was discontinued

after

a few numbers.

The Onondaga Republican was

W.

Weed commenced

his apprenticeship in this ofBce.
Onondaga Register was established at Onondaga Hollow in
1814 by Lewis H. Redfield, and was continued until
1829, when it was removed to Syracuse and united with

name

The Onondaga Standard,

TJie

The
The
The
The

started at Syracuse in 1830

by

Campbell. In 18.34 it passed into the hands of
Clark & Co., and its name was changed to
Constitutionalist. In 1835 L. A. Miller became its proprietor, and changed it to
Onondaga Ghirf. In 1837 it was sold to J. M. Patterson
and published as
Syracuse Whig. In 1838 J. K. Barlow became proprietor,
and continued it about 1 year.
Syracuse American was started at Syracuse in 1835 by
John Adams, and was continued about 1 year.
American Patriot was started at Franklin Village Cnow
S.

J. B.
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This

CO.

was the chief

seat of the

Onondaga Nation

"

of Indians, the central of the Five Nations.

"

sons of the hills," or
men of the mountains." To this nation waa
said to signify
intrusted the care of the sacred council fire ; and upon their territory were held the great councils
of the Iroquois, to decide upon peace, war, and matters of general policy. The
-were

Their name

is

Onondagas

regarded as particularly a sacred nation and their chiefs were more influential than those of any
other nation. The most authentic accounts of these Indians seem to indicate that they were origin;

upon the St. Lawrence near Montreal, and were held in subjection
by the Adirondacks, then the most powerful nation of the North. Several hundred years before
the discovery of America, they rose upon their oppressors, but were defeated. They then fled, and,
ally a subordinate tribe, living

Fabius) in 1836 by J. Tenney, and was continued for 3
years.
State Journal was started March 20, 1839, by V.
F. Smith.
In 1S44 its name was changed to

The Western
& S.

The Syracuse Weeltly Journal.

In 1847 it was
published by Barnes, Smith & Cooper; and in 1849
passed into the hands of V. W. Smith. In 1852 Seth
Haight became proprietor, and George Terwilliger
In 1853 Danforth Merrick became proprietor,
editor.
and in 1854 it passed into the hands of T. S. Truair,
Andrew Shuman editor. In 1855 J. G. K. Truair,
bought the establishment; and Sept. 1, 1856, Anson
G. Chester assumed the editorial charge. It is now
published by J. G. K. Truair & Co., Rodney L. Adams,
it

editor.

The Syracuse Daily Journal was establi.shed July 4,
1844,

by

Truair

&

Co.,

It is now issued by J. G. K.
edited by R. L. Adams and T. S.

Smith.

S. F.

and

Truair.
T?ie

TIm
The
T?ie

T?ie

Empire State Democrat and United States Review was
started in 1840 by Hiram Cummings, and continued
about 3 years.
Onondaga Mfsxenger was started in 1841 by Joseph Barber.
In 1842 it was changed to
Sijracusean, and was continued about 1 year.
Morning Sentinel (first daily paper in Syracuse) was started
in Jan. 1843, by N. M. D. Lathrop, and was continued
about 1 year, when it was changed to
Onondaga Sentinel, and issued weekly, with a few intervale,
until 1850.

was started in 1848 by Samuel
R. Ward, and was continued about 1 year.
Fountain
was
started
in 1848 by A. B. F. Ormsby,
Crystal
and continued 3 months.
Adveniist was published 3 months in 1849 by L. Delos
Mansfield.

TJie Impartial Citizen, semi-mo.,

W. The
The

The Literary Union was commenced April 7, 1849, by W. W.
Newman, J. M. Winchell, and James Johonnot, and
was continued about \\ years.
The Free School Clarion was published a few months in the fall
of 1849 by

Henry Barnes.
The Syracusean, mo., was established in 1850 by Wm. H. MoseIn 1851 it was changed to
ley.
The Syracusean and United States Rerieu'. UTtd in 1856 to

The Syracusean and Onondaga County Revie^v. It is still issued occasionally.
The Syracuse Independent was published about 3 months in
18,50.

The Evening Transcript was

started in 1850 by Washington
^'.an Zandt, and continued about 2 months.
The Archimedian was commenced in 1850 B. F. Sleeper, pubIt was discontinued
lisher, and John Abbott, editor.
;

in 1851.

The Central New Yorker was begun in 1850 by L. P. Rising,
and was continued but a short time.
The Famil)/ Q/mpanion, mo., was published a short time in

In 1846 it was published by Kinney, Marsh
Barnes; in 1847-48 by Kinney & Marsh; iu 184950-51 by Kinney & Masters. It soon after passed into
the hands of Geo. F. Comstock, pubhsher, and Winslow

&

editor.

In

18.52 S.

Protector, semi-mo., was commenced in 1850 by
H. Burleigh, and was continued about 2 years.
League was started in 1851 Thomas L. Carson,
publisher, and John Thomas, editor. It was continued
about 2 years, when it was removed to Albany.
The American Medical and Surgical Journal, mo., was started
Jan. 1, 1851, by Potter & Russell, and was continued

Wm.

Corning Judd became

editor and proprietor. In October, 1853, it passed into
the hands of Kdward Hooglaiid, who changed it to
The Syracuse Republican and continued it about 1 year.
The Syracuse Daily Star was established in 1846, and issued
with the Weekly Star until 1853, when it was changed to
TJie Syracuse Daily Republican, and discontinued in about 1

;

until 1856.
TJie

Journal of Health was issued about 6 months by

S.

H.

Potter in 1851.

The Onondaga Denwkrat (German) was started in September,
1852, by George Saul. In October, 1856, it was
changed to
The Syracuse Democrat, and is still continued by the
original proprietor.

year.
Blast, a

The Bugle

campaign paper, was published 3 months in
1844 by S. F. Smith.
Young Hickory, another campaign paper, waa issued about the
same time by Smith & Farmer.
The Religious Recm'der (Presb.) was started in May, 1844, by
Terry & Piatt. In 1847 it passed into tlie hands of
Avery & Ilulin, who continued it until 1853.
Th£ Liberty Intelligenrn- was started in 1845 by Silas Hawley,
and was continued about 1 ye.ir.
The Young Ladies' Miscellany was started Nov. 7, 1845, by a
committee of young ladies belonging to the Syracuse
Female Seminary, and was continued 12 weeks.
The Teachers' Advocate was commenced in 1846 by L. W. Hall,
In 1847 it
publisher, and Edward Cooper editor.
passed into the hands of Barnes, Smith & Cooper,
and was continued aliout 1 year, when it was sold to

Joseph McKean and removed to New York.
The Onondaga Democrat was started in the spring of 1846 by
Clark & AVest Wra. L. Crandal, editor. In 1847 it
was sold to John Abbott, who changed it to
The Syracuse Democrat. At the end of 1 year it was sold to
Wm. W. Green, and in 1847 to Agan & Summers and
:

The

1850.

The Temperance
Tfie Carson

to
Tfie Syracuse. Star.

changed

M. Watson,

L. Crandal.

started July 4, 1849, by John
Thomas, and was continued 2 years.
The Central City, daily, was publisked a short time in 1849 by

The Democratic Freeman was started

in 1844 by J. N. T. Tucker,
continued a short time thereafter by James Kinney as
publisher and J. N. T. Tucker as editor, when it was

Wm.

The Liberty Party Paper was

merged in the Onondaga Standard.
District School Journal, organ of the State School Department, was removed to Syracuse from Albany in 1847,
and published 2 years by L. W. Hall, and 1 year

by

Barnes, Smith
Cooper, when it went back to
Albany.
The Syracuse Reveille, daily, was started in 1848 by Wm. L.
Palmer & W. Summers, and was continued until Jan. 1,
Si,

1850.

The Free Soil Campaigner, a campaign paper, was published 3
months in 1848 by Agan & Summers.
T?ie Clay Banner, a campaign paper, was published about the
game time from the Journal office.

The Deutsche Republican (German) was issued a short time in
1852.

The Free Democrat was

started in 1852 by J. E. JIasters, puband R. R. Raymond, editor. In Febraary, 1853,
was changed to
The Syracuse Chronicle. The paper was owned by a joint stock
company, and edited by R. R. Raymond about 1 year,
when George Barnes became proprietor. In June, 1855,
Samuel H. Clark bought the concern, and S. W. Arnold assumed the editorship of the paper. In February,
1856, the oflSce was burned, and the paper was merged
lisher,
it

in the Journal.
daily, was issued from the Chronicle
during the continuation of the weekly paper.

The livening Chronicle,
office

The Seraph's Advocate, mo.,

w.ns started in the fall of 1852

by

Miss Keziah E. Prescott, and was continued 1 year.
Ruche, a French paper, v/as started in 1852 by A. L. Walliot.
A few numbers only were issued.
Wesleyan was removed to Syracuse from New York,
Jan. 1, 1858, by Rev. L. E. Matlack. In October, 1856,
Cyrus Prindle became editor; and the paper is still
issued by him.
Juvenile Instructor, semi-mo., is issued from the
AVesleyan office, and is under the same management.
The Reformer yiaa published a short time in 1854 by A. Pryue.
The Unionist, mo., and
The Union Herald, mo., were issued from the Reformer office.
Tlie Evangelical Pulpit was started in January, 1854, by Rev.
Luther Lee, and was continued about 2 years.
The Home Circle was published by L. W. Hall about 1 year in

La

The

The

1855.
daily, was commenced in 1855 by Way A
soon passed into the hands of H.P Winsor
and continued about a year.
The Onondaga Hard Shell was Ktarted October 26,1855, and wa«

The American Organ,
Minier.

It
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went up the St. Lawrence to Lake Ontario, coasted along the lake to the
embarking
mouth of Oswego River, and went up that river and settled upon the Seneca, near Three River
Point.
The nation finally divided into five tribes, and the central or Onondaga tribe went up the
Upon first entering the co. they found it inhabited by
valley and settled near Onondaga Lake.
in canoes,

the Alleghans, or

"Mound

Builders," a tribe supposed to be akin to the Aztec tribes of Mexico,

and one considerably acquainted with agriculture. The Iroquois gradually drove them off and
took possession of their lands. The celebrated League of the Five Nations is said to have been
made about 100 years before the first Dutch colony was planted at Manhattan, though there are
many reasons for believing it was of a much older date. The principal villages of the Onondagas
were along the shore of Onondaga Lake and Creek. The first visit ever made by a white person
to the Onondaga country of which any record has been preserved was that of Samuel Champlain
in 1615.^ In the summer of that year Champlain, with 10 Frenchmen, accompanied a party of
Hurons in an attack upon the Iroquois. A battle was fought before the principal fort of the Onondagas but the invaders were repulsed with loss and were obliged to retreat.* The French at an
early period saw the necessity of obtaining the friendship of the Five Nations, the most powerful
of all the Indian tribes. To this end, Jesuit missions were established at an early period, and one
The first missionary that ever visited
of the principal stations was at the seat of the Onondagas.
the Onondaga country was Father Isaac Jogues, in 1642. He was afterward murdered by the
Mohawks at Caughnawaga, Montgomery co. In the course of the next hundred years more than
60 missionaries were sent to this region, and at difierent times many of them were murdered.' In
1655 a colony of 50 Frenchmen under the guidance of the priests, and with the consent of the Onondagas, made a settlement on the n. shore of Onondaga Lake, near the principal Indian village. For
some time the colony fliourished, and large numbers of the Indians were converted and baptized
but at length the Indians became jealous of their neighbors, and in March, 1658, they determined

—

;

;

A friendly

to exterminate them.
'

Indian having exposed the plan, the whites managed

discontinued after the publication of the second
ber.

Supposed to have been edited by

John

A. (ireen, jr.

J. J.

num-

Peck and

The Onondaga

C. B. Gould,

but

was discontinupd in a short time.
The Syracuse Zeitun^) (German) was started August 15, 1855, by
Otto Reventlow, and was continued a short time.
The Syracuse Weekly Courier was started October 1, 1S56, by

The Jordan Tribune was established
In 1S53 it was changed to

—

The Syracuse Daily Omrier started at the same time
Weekly was changed by Halsted & Co. to

as the

The Central City Daily Courier, and is
lished; H. S. McCollum, editor.
The Syracuse Central Democrat (German)
still

The

2,

1858,

by Joseph A. Hofman, and

is

pub-

was
still

continued.

State Hieague wag
L. Carson,

and

is still

started in Aug. 1858 by
continued.

Thomas

Tlie Skaneateles Telegraph was started in 1829 by William H.
Child, and was continued several years.
The (Mumbian was commenced in 1831 by John Greves. The

paper afterward passed into the hands of Milton A. and
George M. Kinney, and was continued until 1853.
The Priendly Visitant, a child's paper, was commenced in 1833
by .Toseph Talcott, a member of the Society of Friends.
In 1837 it was changed to
The Child's Companion, and was continued several months.
The Acorn was established by Mr. Talcott in 18-11, and was continued 2 or 3 years.

The Skaneateles Democrat was

commenced

in 1840

by William M. Beauchamp. It wa< subsequently issued by W. H. Jewett, Philo Rust, and Jonathan Keeney.
About 1851 it passed into the hands of Harrison B.
Dodge, by whom it is still issued.
The Naval Bulletin was issued from the Democrat oflSce a short
time in 1843.
The Minerva was issued a short time in 1844 by W. H. Beauchamp, and was finally merged in the Democrat.

The Juvenile Repository was published at Skaneateles in 1838 by
Luther Pratt. In 1840 it was removed to New York,
and soon after discontinued.
The Citizens' Bress was published six months at Onondaga Hollow in 1832 by Russell Webb and James S. Castle.
The Fayetteville Times was published at Fayetteville in 1836 by
Henry W. De Puy.
Tke Chmmunatist was started at Mottville Nov. 27, 1844, by John
A. Collins, as the organ of the Skaneateles community.
It was continued about 1 year.
The BaldimnsviUe Republican was started in 1844 by Samuel B.
West.
C.

it

was

issued
S.

by
Van

In October, 1846,

it

passed into the hands of

M. Hosmer and was cbanged

to

in 1849

by

P. J. Becker.

under the auspices of the Franklin Institute, Syracuse.
is published daily during the session of the MeFair of the Franklin Institute; Anson Q.

F. L. Hasradorn.
In November, 1858, it passed into the
hands of Ilalsted & Co. and was changed to
Courier, under which title it is still

started July

1848

now published by

The Jordan Transcript, and is now issued by Nathan
Bnrrell. jr.
The Dally Record was established in February, 1858,
It

Tke Onondaga

—

is

Allen.

The Sj/racuse Daily Neivs was started in 1856 by

issued.

Gazette. In

Sheppard & Hosmer, and

to escape.*

chanics'

Chester, editor.
1 It is
possible that some of the French or Spanish adventurers who flocked to this country about the commencement of
the sixteenth century may have penetrated into the wilds of
Central N. Y. In 1820 a farmer in Pompey found a stone, mostly
buried in the earth, upon which was drawn the rude form of a
tree with a serpent twined about it, and the inscription, Leo De
Lon, VI, 1520. It is supposed that it was placed to mark the
grave of some early adventurer.
* It is
supposed that Champlain and his party came in byway
of Oswego, and across the country to where Brewerton now
stands. At this place they captured a party of Onondagas
engaged in fishing. Tliey then proceeded to the Onondaga fort,
supposed to have been situated on Green Point, about 1 mi. n. w.
of the principal salt springs. The fort was assaulted but it was
so bravely defended that the Hurons despaired of taking it, and
retreated. They were pursued by the Onondagas until they
embarked in their canoes upon Lake Ontario.
3 The
principal of these missionaries who have left records
concerning the Onondaga country are Fathers Le Mercier, Dablon, Cholonec, Le Moyne, Quien, Le Jeune, Ragueneau, and
Lallemant. Father Lallemant is the first one who mentions the
salt sprinss, in his journal bearing date of 1045-46.
At titnes
these missionaries seemed to meet with considerable success;
but the intrigues of the rival French and Enirlish Governments,
who were striving to secure the friendship of tbe Indians, continually thwarted their work, and rendered their lives at all
times insecure.
<
Through the Influence of the Mohawks, the Onondagaa
agreed to murder the French, and the day was fixed for the perpetration of the deed. A young Frenchman, who had obtained
considerable influence with the chief, persuaded him to have a
general feast a few days previous to the proposed massacre, and,
while the Indians were sleeping ofl' the effects of the debauch,
the French launched upon the lake several light boats, which
they had secretly constructed in the granary or storeroom of the
The next day
Jestiits' house, and set off as rapidly as possible.
the Indians were surprised that the French did not leave their
houses, but waited until near night before they broke in. They
were completely astonished to find that the French had disappeared, and entirely ignorant of the constniction of the boats
they ascribed the escape to supernatural means.
;

—

—
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It is reported, upon the authority of the missionaries, that the principal chief of the Onondagas
invited the French to establish another colony among them, for the purpose of instructing the In-

dians in the arts of civilization. Accordingly, in 1665, a number of French families, under the
guidance of the missionaries, came into the country and located near the Indian fort and village
which stood in the vicinity of the present village of Jamesville. After living in peace for about
3 years, they were visited by a party of Spaniards who came in from the s., and the Indians be-

came jealous of both and murdered them all.^ It is supposed that several other attempts were
made by the French to colonize the country, as numerous remains of French works are found in
In the wars that ensued between the English and French the Onondagas bore
several places.^
In 1695, Count Frontenac, the French Gotheir part, and were generally allies of the English.
vernor of Canada, invaded the Onondaga country but he retired after burning a few villages anl
;

murdering one old man.

During the Revolution the Onondagas espoused the English cause, and
many of their warriors, under the leadership of Brant, were engaged in the various attacks upon
the frontier settlements. On the 19th of April, 1779, Col. Van Schaick, at the head' of 150 men,
invaded the Onondaga country by the way of Oneida Lake. A skirmish was fought near the s. w.
limits of the present city of Syracuse, in which the Indians were defeated.'
In the fall of the
same year, Col. Gansevoort, at the head of 100 men, was detached from Gen. Sullivan's army, at
Geneva, and sent through the country of the Cayugas and Onondagas to complete the work of
destruction which had been commenced.
The villages of the Onondagas were burned, their corn
was destroyed, and their sacred council fire was put out. In revenge, small bands of the Indians
attacked the defenseless frontier settlements upon the Mohawk and committed the most horrible
atrocities.

In 1788 a treaty was made with the Onondagas, in which they ceded to the State all their lands
except the Onondaga Reservation.* The land thus obtained, and another tract lying w. of it, were
set apart for bounty lands to Revolutionary soldiers, and became known as the Military Tract.* It
all the lands lying within the original limits of Onondaga co., and
daga, Cayuga, Cortland, and Seneca, and parts of Tompkins, Oswego, and

included

reported that 23 Spaniards came up the Mississippi, Ohio,
and Allegany Rivers to Olean, and thence across the country to
Onondaga, under the guidance of an Iroquois. They had been
informed by the Indians that in the n. there was a lake the
banks of which were covered with something shining and white,
which they understood to be silver. Their disappointment was
great when they found that the Indians meant salt instead. A
quarrel arose between the French and Spaniards, which resulted
in the murder of both by the Indians.
2 In
many of the old fortifications have been found the remains of French arms and merchandise, and a variety of remains evidently of much older date. The French doubtless
found the fortifications partly built, and took possession of them.
In Pompey were found several of these, and a considerable
amount of land cleared and it is supposed that quite a flourishing French settlement was here utterly destroyed at a period
not long anterior to the Revolution.
8 The
official report makes the Indian loss 12 killed and 34
1

It

is

;

prisoners.
* The
original

Onondaga Reservation was a tract of land
bounded on the E. by the military townships of Manlius and
Pompey, s. by the townships of Pompey and Marcellus, w. by
the townships of Marcellus and Camillus, N. by the townships of
Camillus and Manlius and the public Reservation bordering
upon Onondaga Lake. The N. E. corner was originally at the
former N. E. corner of Syracuse. The Reservation was about
llf mi. long N. and s. by 9^^ mi. wide e. and w., and included
parts of the present towns of La Fayette, Camillus, Geddes,
De Witt, and the city of Syracuse, and all of Onondaga. In
1793 it was puichased of the Indians, reserving a tract in the
B. E. corner 4^ mi. n. and s.
by nearly 4 E. and w., and subdivided into 221 lots, mostly of 250 acres each, exclusive of the
Bq. mi. origmally granted to Webster by the Indians in 1788.
The Lots 8 to 19, 25 to 33, 39 to 47, and 53 to 65, inclusive, were
made no account of, having been converted into a public Salt
Reservation. The remainder were sold in 1796. The second
purchase was that of Feb. 25, 1817, being a strip li mi. wide from the
E. side of the tract reserved in the first purchase, and was subdivided into 27 square lots of 160 acres each. The third
purchase
was that of Feb. 11, 1822, being a strip i mi. wide from the s.
end of that remaining after the purchase of 1817. It was subdivided into 7 lots. The present reservation is 4 mi. n. and s.
by a little less than 2^ e. and w., contaiuing exclusive of 300
acres in the N. w. portion, granted by the Indians to Ephraim
Webster in 1823 about 6,100 acres. It is situated one-half in
Onondaga and one-half in La Fayette. The number of Indians
remaining of the once powerful Onondaga Nation, as reported
by the last census, is 349. An Indian school is tauglit but it
has had little success. The condition of the tribe has visibly
improved within the last few years, and they appear to be
•lowly learning the arts of civilization. The Onondaga Salt

—

—

;

now

constituting Onon-

Wayne

cos.

Springs Reservation was subdivided in 1821-24, by John
dall, jr.
6 The

Ran

Military Tract was laid out into 25 townships, e.ach intended to contain, as nearly as possible, 60,000 acres and each
township was subdivided into 100 lots. Three more townships
were afterward added, making 28 in all. The following is a
complete list of them
;

:

T'p
No.

—
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The first white person that took up his residence within the limits of the co. after the Revoluwas Ephraim Webster, an Indian trader, who located his trading house on the banks of
Onondaga Creek, near its mouth, in 17S6. The next year he was accompanied by another trader
named Neukerck, who died in the spring of 1787 and was buried near the trading house. In 1788,
Asa Danforth and his son Asa, and Comfort Tyler, from Mass., came in, and located on the present
site of Onondaga Valley.
The salt springs soon became generally known, and attracted many
immigrants to this region. The State reserved for salt purposes the territory surrounding the lake
and known as the Onondaga Salt Springs Reservation, embracing the greater part of the old town
of Salina, now the towns of Salina and Geddes, and the city of Syracuse, all of which, except the land
tion

needed

In the treaty with the
for the manufacturing establishments alone, has since been sold.
The salt
Indians, the salt springs were to be jointly used by the whites and Indians forever.
business immediately became important, and has since kept pace with the growth of the country.
It is now one of the most important branches of business carried on in the State, and is
constantly
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— was

formed from Marcellus, March 8, 1799. Elbridge and Van Buren vrere
a part of Onondaga was annexed in 1834. It lies a little n. w. of the center of
The surface is generally rolling, the ridges extending in a x. and s. direction. Nin»
the CO.
Mile Creek flows n.e. through near the center, and along the s. line it is bordered by steep

CA3IIL.I<1TS

taken

off in

banks 100

1829

to

;

200 feet high.

In the n. w. corner

the
process of manufacture remains essentially

same

as at first.

experiments have been made to completely separate the
impurities from the water before boiling. but so far without
complete success. The addition of alum to the water is found
to harden the salt and to render the process of crystallization
more perfect. The immense consumption of fuel at the boiling
works has almost stripped the surrounding country of wood,
rendering that article scarce and high. Late experiments in the
use of coal have been completely successful and by the construction of the Binghamton K. K. an avenue is opened directly
to the PeDns5ivania coal mines.
In 1797 the Surveyor-General laid out a tract of 15,000 acres,
surrounding the lake, known as the Onondaga Salt Springs Reservation, which was set apart for the location of salt works.
It was supposed that this tract was more extensive than would
ever be needed; and, pursuant to acts of the Legislature, all,
except about 550 acres, was sold in 1822 and 1827. Since that
time, however, the State has re-purcha«ed several tracts, and
large numbers of solar works have been erected upon private
property. The amount of land at present owned by the State
is about 700 acres.
The salt wells are all located in the low lands that surround
the lake. Their existence is doubtless owing to the nature and
positionof the rocks forming the basin of the lake. The Niagara
limestone a solid and almost seamless rock, about 100 ft.
thick crops out 8 miles N. of the springs. In common with all
the rocks in the vicinity, it has a dip to the 8. of about 26 ft.
to the mile. This would make it extend under the lake, forming a flcx)r to the whole valley completely impervious to water.
Above this formation are the red shales of the Onondaga salt
group, nearly 500 feet in thickness. Observation and experiment have shown that these shales have been removed, by some
great force of nature, from the whole valley which extends from
the N. extremity of the lake several miles up the valley of Onondaga Creek and the excavation has been filled with drift deposits, consisting chiefly of alternate strata of sand, clay, and

Many

—

;

—

—

;

gravel. The salt water is found permeated through this drift
in all parts of the v.Uley, the strongest being found where the
old valley is the deepest. The salt water is probably derived
from the dissolving of particles of salt distributed through the
whole mass of the green shales and plaster beds, which lie next
above the red shales and which extend perhaps many miles

is

a large swamp.

under the

The

soil is

a rich, clayey and

In evidence of the truth of this theory, it is
shown that the green shales which have been exposed are full
of small hopper-shaped cavities, the precise shape assumed by
crystals of salt when left to form by themselves, and one whicii
no other crystal ever assumes. The water collects in this great
basin, and is prevented from overflowing by the impervious flior
of Niagara limestone. The waters of the lake are probably
prevented from mingling with the salt water by strata of impervious clay and marl. About 50 different weUs have been
sunk for obtaining salt water, and a great number of experiments have been tried. The depth of the borings has been from
50 to 600 ft. and in every case where the tubing has been sunk
into the strata below the drift no brine has been obtained. Up
to 1825 the water was obtained from square holes sunk in the
marsh to the depth of about 30 ft. The first wells that were
bored were 50 to SO ft. deep. Subsequent experiment showed
that by boring farther out on the marsh the wells could be
deeper and a better quality of water could be obtained. A tube
sunk to the depth of 414 ft. penetrated a clay bed or the
Niagara limestone, and destroyed the well, although at a depth
of 392 to 397 ft. a bountiful supply of excellent water was obtained. A lioring upon the hills, to the depth of 600 ft., probably penetrated through the limestone and entered the Clinton
group below. This liist boring was made with the hope of
finding rock salt; but not a single salt crystal has ever yet been
found here in a natural state.
Wells have been sunk at 4 points, giving to the salt manufacture 4 distinct centers. These are situated respectively at
hills.

—

;

Salina, (now First Ward of Syracuse,) Syracuse, Liverpool, and
Geddes. The numbcrof wells now in use upon the Salt Springe
Reservation is 16, of which 6 from 150 to 310 ft. deep are at
from 255 to 340 ft. deep are at Syracuse, and 3
Salina, 6
from 80 to 100 ft. deep are at Liverpool. The Geddes wells
have been abandoned, as the water was not sufficiently strong
to make the manufacture profitable. The Geddes works are
now s\ipplied from the wells at Syracuse.
The strength of the water is tested by an instrument called a
salometer, graduated so as to mark pure water 0° and water
saturated with sidt 100°. The water from the wells as now
drawn ranges from 60° to 76°, averaging about 70°. An analysis of the various springs was made in 1837, by Dr. Beck, with
the following result

—

—

—

:

—

—

—

—

1=1
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Limestone and gypsum are both found in abundance,^ A large sulphur spring is
found in the N. w. corner. CamlUus, (p. v.,) on Nine Mile Creek, near the center uf the
gravelly loam.

town, was incorp. in 1852; it contains 3 churches, 2 flouring mills, and 552 inhabitants. Aiuboy,
in the n. e. part, contains a church and 170 inhabitants.
Belle Isle, (p. v.,) on the canal,
1 mi. E. of Amboy, contains 1 church and 140 inhabitants.
is a p. o. near the e.

Falrmount

The

border.

first settler

was Capt. Isaac Lindsay, who

church (Presb.) was formed in 1817.

There are

ti

located

upon Lot 80

CICERO—

was formed from Lysander, Feb. 20, 1807. Clay was taken
upon Oneida Lake, in the n. e. comer of the co. Its surface is level or very

An

Cicero

loam.

The

first

off in 1827.

It lies

slightly undulating.

s. e
part occupies one-third of the entire surface,* and another conalong the lake shore w. of South Bay. The soil is a clayey and sandyCorners, (Cicero p. o.,) near the center of the w. line, contains 2 churches

swamp in
swamp extends

extensive

siderable

in 1790.'

churches in town.'

the

and 242 inhabitants. Brewerton, (p. v.,) on the outlet of Oneida Lake, contains 2 churches
and 621 inhabitants, of whom 421 are in this town. South Bay and Frenchmans Island arf places
of resort for pleasure seekers.* Fort Brewerton,® one of the line of English fortifications between
Oswego and the Mohawk Valley, was situated in Oswego co., on the shore of Oneida Outlet, opposite the present village of Brewerton.
The first settlement was made by
Dexter, a blacksmith, who located on the river, opposite the fort, in 1790.' The first church (Presb.) was formed
at Cicero Corners, in 1819
Rev. James Shepard was the first preacher. The census reports 6
;

churches in town.*

CLiAY —was

formed from Cicero, April IG, 1827. It is the central town upon the n. border
very flat, and but little elevated above the level of Oneida Lake. Seneca
River forms the w. and Oneida River the n. boundary. These streams are sluggish and along
The soil is in part clayey, and in part a light sandy
the latter is an extensive swampy region.
loam. Fruit and onions are largely produced. Belgium, (Clay p. o.,) upon Seneca River,
contains a church and 190 inhabitants Euclid (p. v.) 2 churches and 140 inhabitants Centerville,' (Plank Road p. o.,) on the line of Cicero, 2 churches and 111 inhabitants. Tliree
River Point (p. v.) lies at the junction of Oneida and Seneca Rivers, in the n. w. corner.^'
Pop. 90. The first settler was Patrick McGee, who located at Three River Point, in 1793." The first
church (Evang. Luth.) was located in the n. e. part of the town. The census reports 4 churches.*'
of the CO.

Its surface is

;

;

;

DEWITT^'—was

formed from Manlius, April 12, 1835. A portion of Syracuse was annexed
an interior town, lying n. e. of the center of the co. The n. half is level, and the
The declivities of the hills are usually steep, and their summits are 500 to
s. broken and hilly.
700 ft. above the valleys. Butternut Creek, flowing n., divides the highlands into two nearly equal
ridges.
Upon this stream are several fine mill sites. In the s. w. corner, about 1 mi. n. w. of
in 1858.

It is

than 15,000 sq. ft. The vats are usually arranged in three different
grades, the water being drawn down at different times, and the
salt being allowed to crystallize only in the lowest one. In this
process the impurities nearly all crystallize before the brine is
drawn into the last series of vats, leaving pure salt. It is found
that, on an average, the covers can be taken off only 70 days in
a season. More than 500 acres are now covered by solar works
and the aggregate number of covers is 30,786, and the amount
of evaporating surface 8,403,840 sq. ft. The solar salt is much
coarser than that produced by boiling. Large quantities of both
kinds are ground for dairy and table purposes. The aggregate
amount of bushels of salt manufactured in 1858 was as
follows
;

:

—

Solar.

Syracuse
Salina
Liverpool

Geddes

..

.

....

Total.

Boiled.

Total.

573.236
469,483
35,128
436,707

943,037
2,764.383
956.807
854.438

1,516.273
3,233,866
1,291,145

1,514,554

5,518.665

7,033,219

991.9.35

and about the same time quarrying was commenced
by a joint stock company, and a successful business was carriedin 1809

;

on for many years.
2
James, Wm., and Elijah Lindsay, brothers of the first settler,
came soon after. Among the other early settlers were Nicholas
Lamberson, Moses Carpenter, Judge Wm. Stevens, Dr. J. H.
Frisbie, Wm. Reed, Selden Leonard, and David Hinsdale. Daniel
Veal taught the first school, in 1808; Isaac Lindsay kept the
first inn, in 1793; John Tomlinson the first store, in 1808;
David Munro, Wm. Wheeler, and Samuel Powers built the first

saw and

grist mills, in 1806.
2 Presb., 1 Bap.,
of this

and R. C.
swamp is Ka-nugh-wa-ka, " where^
the rabbits run."
6 See
p. 521.
* The Indian name of this
locality is Ohsaha-u-ny-tah-se-u^-hkah, " where the water runs out of Oneida Lake."
'
the
other
settlers
were Oliver Stevens. Kyal
Among
early
liingham, Elnathau Botchford, John Leach, and Patrick McOee.
The first child born was John L. Stevens, in 1802. Geo. Rani'^ay
taught the first school, in 1792; Patrick McGee kept the first
inn, in 1791 Isaac Cody the first store, in 1818 and Moses and
Freeman Hotchkiss built the first sawmill, in 1823.
8 2 M.
E., 2 Disciples, Presb., and Union.
•'
'
Locally known as Podunk."
10 The
junction of these two rivers forms the Oswego Rivel ,
and from this is derived the name of the village.
1'
Among the other early settlers were Adam Coon, in 1798;
Simeon Baker, in 1799 John Lynn, in 1800 and Joshua Kinne
Hall taught the first school,
and Elijah Pinckney, in 1807.
in 180S; A. L. Soule kept the first store; and Abraham Young
built the first sawmill.
12 2 M.
E., Bap., and Evang. Luth.
3 2
*

M.

E.,

The Indian name

;

;

a duty of one cent per bushel on all salt
manufactured; and from the revenue so derived the State
works are kept up. The salt is usually packed in bbls.. each
containing 280 lbs., or 5 bushels. The ground salt, for table and
dairy use, is packed in sacks, containing 14, 20, or 28 lbs., and
ia small boxes. The barrels are principally manufactured in
the towns lying n. of the city.
I It is said that the first
gypsum in the U. S. was found in
1* Named from Moses De
this town in 1792, by Wm. Lindsay. De Witt Clinton, Samuel
Witt, an early
and
other
T»aag,
distinguished individuals visited the locality citizen.
SI

The State

levies

;

;

settler

and promineDt
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Jamesvllle, Is a small lake, occupying a deep chasm in the rocks. It is nearly circular in form,
about 80 rods in diameter, and is almost surrounded by perpendicular banks 150 to 200 ft. high.^
Another lake, of a similar character, lies 2 mi. n. e. of Jamesville.'' Messina Spring, a strong

sulphur spring, N. w. of the center of the town, has considerable local notoriety for medicinal
Gypsum and waterlime are both extensively quarried along the banks of Butternut
qualities.
Creek. The soil is a sand and clay loam in the n., and a sandy and gravelly loam in the s.

Jamesville,* in the s. part of the town, contains 3 churches and several manufactories.* Pop.
270. Orville (De Witt p. o.) contains 2 churches and 158 inhabitants.
Collamer,^ (p. o.,)

Messina Springs

in the n. part, is a hamlet.

Benj. Morehouse, from Dutchess
in town.'

EIjBRIDGE^—was
the w. border of the co.

Cross

co.,

who came

is

formed from Camillus, March

26, 1829.

It is the central

town upon

and

Seneca River and
rolling in the s.
Skaneateles Outlet flows n. w. through the w.

Its surface is level in the n.

Lake form a portion of the

line.
The first settler was
The census reports 7 churches

near the w.

in April 26, 1789.*

n. boundary.

part.
Upon the banks of the Outlet, near the center, are found the peculiar tunnel-shaped cavities
in the earth, characteristic of regions abounding in gypsum.
Several weak brine springs are

The soil is a rich, sandy and gravelly loam. Elbridge, (p. v.,)
found along Seneca River.'
on Skaneateles Outlet, in the s. w. part of the town, was incorp. April 1, 1848 it contains the
Munro Collegiate Institute,^" 3 churches, a pail factory, and several mills. About 1 mi. down
;

the stream

a mill for the manufacture of pearl barley. Pop. 630. Jordan, (p. v.,) upon the
It contains the Jordan Academy, 5
below Elbridge, was incorp. May 2, 1835.

is

Outlet, 2 mi.

churches, 2 flouring mills, and a wheelbarrow factory. It
the N. Y. Central R. R., and an important canal village.
the canal at this place.

N. Y. C. R. R.
(janal,

The

2 mi.

first

e.

Pop. 1,331.

Junction

the N. E. corner.

Half Way
of Jordan.

first settler

church (Bap.) was formed Dec.

FABIUS"—was

(Jacks Reefs p. o.) is a hamlet, on the canal, near
p. o.) is a r. r. station on the Auburn Branch of the

a station on the same

is

a station upon the direct branch of
the Outlet connects with

Peru

(Hart Lot

The

is

A feeder from

30,

r. r.

California

is

a hamlet, on th«
in 1793

was Josiah Buck,^^ who located on Lot 82,
1816; Elder Craw was the first preacher."

formed from Pompey, March

9, 1798.
Tully was taken off in 1803, and a
It has a general
It is the s. e. comer town in the co.
part of Truxton (Cortland co.) in 1808.
The surface of the s. half is
elevation of 1,000 to 1,200 ft. above the Erie Canal at Syracuse.
broken by a series of ridges extending in a N. and s. direction and separated by narrow valleys.

Their declivities are generally steep, and the summits are 300 to 500 ft. above the valleys. South
The central and northern parts are level or
Hill, in the s. w. corner, is the principal elevation.

moderately
1

The streams from the center

hilly.

Called by the Iniiians

Kaiyah-Kooh, signifying

"satisfied

with tcibacco." Tradition says that an Indian woman once lost
her chilli here in a marvelous manner, and that she was informed
by a spirit that the child would be safe if she would annually
cast a quantity of tobacco upon this pond. The custom continued until the advent of the whites and hence the name. The
water of the lake is pure upon the surface, but strongly imThe water is about 60 ft.
pregnated with sulphur below.
CUirl-'s Onondaga.
deep.
- In the
of
this
latter
lake
two caves have been disvicinity
covered and explored for several rods under ground. The caves
and sinks in which the lakes are situated are evidently formed
by the dissolvinj of the underlying rocka by the action of
;

—

water.
3

Named from

.Tames De Witt,

who

started a forge here at an

early day.

The princip.ii manufactures are waterlime and plaster.
The Orville (navigable) feeder of the Erie Canal and the S. B.
& N. Y. R. R. afford ample facilities for transportation.
*

6
liocally known as "Britton Settlement."
6
Among other early settlers were Daniel Keeler, Dr. IIolbrook, Jeremiah .lackson, Stephen Anjiel, Stephen Hungerford,
John Young, Jeremiah and James Gould, William Bends, Roger
Merrill, Caleb Northrup, and Benjamin Sanford,— all of whom
located in the town between 1790 and 1800. The first child
born was Sarah Morehouse, Feb. 16. 1790 and the first death
WiiB that t>{ Egbert De Witt, May 30, 1793. Polly Hibbard taught
the first school, in 1795 Benjamin Morehouse kept the first inn,
in 179U and Asa Danforth built the first sawmill, in 1792, and
Ihe first gristmill, in 1793.
^ 3 M.
E., 2 Presb., Prot. E., and Cong.
8 In the w.
part of the town, at the time of the first settlement, were found the remains of three distinct fortifications:
;

;

;

one was STuare. one quadrangular, and one circular. When
'rut discovered, the embankmrnts wire 3 feet hijjh; and upon

flow

s.

into the Tioughnioga,

and those upon the

one of them stood an oak tree 4 ft. in diameter. These works
were each situated near a living spring of water. The remains
of various articles found here seem to indicate that those fortifications were known to the French.
9 The channel of this river at Jacks Reefi has been
deepened
by the State, for the purpose of draining the Cayuga marshes.
The work was commenced in 1864 and finished in 1857, under
the superintendence of Hon. George Geddes. More than 200,000
yards of rock cutting were removed, and the marshes were
drained as far west as Musquito Point. The cost wag $156,000.
years previous to this work a deep channel was excavated
(
for a distance of
mi., near Oswego River, at an expense of
about $100,000.)
10 Founded in 1839.
by Nathan Munro, who left it an endowment of $20,000. The building— among the finest in the State
is of brick, faced with brow'nstone, and has accommodations

—

—

—

The school is well sustained.
11 The old elm tree under which Mr. Buck and
family took
shelter before their house was built ia still standing, a little w.
of the house of Col. John Munro. Among the other early
settlers were Robert Fulton, James Strong, Col. Chandler, Dr.
Pickard,
Potter, Jas. Wiesner, Wm. Stevens, Dr. John Friafor 300 pupils.

Zenas and Aaron Wright, Martin Tickner, Reynolds Corey,
Isaac Smith, Jonathan Rowley, Jonathan Babcock, Moses Carpenter, Squire Munro, Ezra and John Brackett, and Joseph and
Aaron Colman. John Healy taught the first school, in 1801 ;
Josiah Buck kept the first inn, in 1793 Wm. Stevens kept the
first store and built the first sawmill, in 1797 ; and Isaac Strong
the first gristmill, in 1798.
12 The census
reports 8 churches in town; 3 M. E., 2 Bap,
Cong., Presb., and Prot. E.
13 The town at first embraced the military
townships of Fabins
and Tully, each 10 mi. square. The 8. half of the township of
Fabins was erected into the town of Truxton, and now constitutes the ». part of Truxton and Cuyler.
ble,

;
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and w. borders flow

Limestone and Butternut Creeks.

n. into

dor Pond," lies at the w. foot of South Hill.
loam, intermixed in places with clay and sand.

The
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A

known

small lake,

as

*'

Labra-

generally a fine quality of gravelly
Along the stream w. of Fabius Village is conFrom its elevation, and the broken character of its surface, this town iH
siderable swamp land.
best adapted to pasturage. Dairying is the principal occupation of the people and in the amount
soil is

;

of dairy products it is the first town in the co. and among the first in the State.* Fabius*
(p. V.) id situated on a small stream, n. e. of the center of the town.
Pop. 472. Apulia (p. v.)

&

N. Y. R. R., in the w. part of the town. Pop. 140. Gooseville is
The first settlers were Josiah Moore and Timothy Jerome, from
Stockbridge, Mass., who came in 1794.' The first church (Presb.) was formed at Apulia, in 1804;
and the first pastor was Rev. Mr. Osborne. The first church edifice erected was a Bap., at Fabius

is

a station of the S. B.

a hamlet, in the

n. e. corner.

Village, in 1806.*

GEDDES^—was formed from

March

Salina,

18,

1848

It lies

upon the w. bank of Onondaga

Lake, a little n. of the center of the co. Its surface is level in the n. and rolling in the s. In
Seneca River forms the n.
the s. E. part are several isolated, rounded drift hills, or knolls.
boundary, and Onondaga Creek a part of the e. Nine Mile Creek flows e. through near the

The

center.

and the

S.

soil is

The

salt wells.®

B.

Geddes,

a clayey and sandy loam.

New York

& N.

State

Y. R. R. coal depot

(p. v.,) in the

s. e.

part,

is

was

Near the

s.

w. extremity of the lake are several
near the line of Syracuse;

for Idiots is in the e. part,

Asylum

on the canal.

In the

s.

incorp. April 20, 1832.

e.

part are extensive stone quarries.

It contains

2 churches, a brewery

and distillery, and a large number of salt works. Pop. 950. The first settlement was commenced
by James Geddes, in 1794.' The census reports 2 churches; Prot. E. and M. E.

FAYETTE —was formed

from Pompey and the Onondaga Reservation, April 15, 1825.
Its surface is hilly and broken.
Butternut Creek flows n.
through the e. part, and Onondaga Creek through the w. The high ridge between the valleys of
these streams has steep declivities, and its summit is 300 to 600 feet high. Conklings Brook, in
the s. E. part, flows from the e., and within the space of 1 mile it descends 500 ft. The soil is

liA

It lies

s. E.

of the center of the co.

generally a sandy and gravelly loam and a portion is thickly covered with large, water-worn
About one-half of the Onondaga Indian Resei-vation lies in the n. w corner of this
pebbles.
;

on the ridge near the center of the town, contains 1 church and
on Onondaga Creek, a church and 25 houses, liinn is a p. o.,
The first settler was John Wilcox, who located upon Lot 14 in 1791.* The first
in the s. e. part.
church (Cong.) was formed in Oct. 1809; Rev. Benj. Bell was the first preacher. There are 2

town.

lia Fayette,

(p. v.,)

35 houses; and Cardiff,

churches in town

;

(p. v.,)

Cong, and M. E.

E.YSANDER—was

Hannibal (Oswego co.) was taken off in 1806,
town in the co. Its surface is level and somewhat
swampy in the E., and gently rolling in the w. Seneca River forms its s. and E. boundaries. This
stream takes the name of Oswego River, below the mouth of the outlet of Oneida Lake. In the
At Baldwinsville is a fall of 7 ft.,
s. w. part is a slight fall in the river, known as Jacks Rifts.
Mud Lake, a large pond s. w. of the center, covers an area ot
affording a valuable water-power.
about 300 acres. The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam, with occasional patches of clay, formed
by the disintegration of the red shales. Bald^v'insville, (p. v.,) on Seneca River, was incorp.
in 1848. It contains a union school, a scythe factory, ax factory, tannery, several extensive

and Cicero

formed March

1794.

5,

It is the n. w. corner

in 1807.

1 The number of dairies in town of 50 to 125 cowa each is
ahont 35, and the aggregate number of cows about 3,500.
*
Formerly called '^Franklinville."
8
Among the other early settlers were Capt. Ebenezer Belden.
Col. Elijah St. John, Thomas Miles, Jonathan Stanley. Abel

"Webster,

James

Harris,

John

AVallace,

Keeney, .Jacob Penoyer. and Abel Plxley.

Thos. and

The

first

.Simeon

chiW born

wa« Charles Mooie,

in 179S; the first marriajtes, those of Aliel
Websti-r and Lydia Keeney. and of Lutlier St. John and Polly
Joy, in 1804; and the first death, that of Josiah Moore, in 1802.
colored man belonging to !<imeon Keeney died about the
same time from drinking too much maple syrup. The first

A

was taught by Miss Jerome, (afterward wife of Jud<!;e
James Geddes,) in tlie E. part of the town; Eunice Fowlei
taught the first school near Apulia, in 1802-03. The first inns
were kept by Josiah Tubbs. near TuUy, in 1797, and by Capt.

school

John, at Apulia, in 1802: David Caldwell kept the first
store, in 1804; Thos Miles built the first sawmill, in 1800; and
first grist mill, in 1S08.
* There are 6 churches in town
M. E. and Cong, at Apulia,
;
St.

John Meeker the
and

Bap., M. £., F.

W.

Bap.,

and Univ.

at Fabius.

5 Named from Hon. James Geddes. first settler.
6 The first snlt well was
dug by James Geddes, in 1796. The
Indians claimed the springs w. of the lake but they adopted
Mr. Geddes into their tribe, and allowed him to go on with his
works. There are now in town 46 fine salt works, and 7,442
coarse salt covers. See page 479.
'
Among the other early settlers weie Freeman Hughs and
James Lamb. Nancy Root taught the first school, in 1803;
James Lamb kept the first inn, in 1803; and Noah Smith built
the first sawmill, in 1825.
8 Comfort Rounds and Wm. Haskens located in town in
1792;
Solomon Owen and James Sherman, in 1793; John Houghtaling,
Amazial Branch. .Tames Pearce, Samuel Hyatt, Amaaa Wright,
and Reuben Bryan, in 1794; and Isaac and Elias Conklin,
Zcnas and Ozias Northway. and Isaac Hull, soon after. ITia
first child born was Amy Wilcox, in 1791; the first marriage,
that of Solomon Owen and Lois Rounds, in 1793; and the first
death, that of Moses De Witt, in 1794. Rev. Amaziah Branch
was the first teacher;
Cheney kept the first inn; Stoughton Morse the first store; and James Sherman built the first
sawmill, in 1795.
;
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newspaper office, furnace, machine shop, and a large distillery. Pop.
town and 560 in Van Buren. Betts Corners (Lysaudet
3 churches and 35 houses; l<ittle Utica., 1 church and 30 houses; Plainp. 0.) contains
Ville (p. V.) a church and 218 inhabitants; and Jacksonville (Polkville p. o.) a church and
25 houses. Iiamsons (p. o) is a r. r. station. The first settler within the present limits of the
town was Jonathan Palmer, a Revolutionary soldier, who drew Lot 36, and located upon it in
1793.1 The first church (Presb.) was formed in 1813.^

flouring
1^675,

and saw

mills, a

—of which 1,115

are in this

—

A

was formed March 5, 1794.
part of Onondaga was taken off in 1798, a park
It lies on the e. border of the co., n. of the center.
of Salina in 1809, and De Witt in 1835.
The surface of the n. half is level, and that of the s. half rolling and hilly. Limestone Creek

MAJVIilUS

and at the northern extremity it receives Butternut
Creek from the w., and the two united streams flow into Chittenango Creek, which latter stream
forms the n. e. boundary of the town. A few rods s. of the canal, near the center, are two small
lakes, similar in character to those already described in De Witt, but somewhat larger.
They
are known as the "Green Lakes." In the s. w. corner of the town is another small pond of the
same kind.' The e. branch of Limestone Creek, near the s. border of the town, falls down a
flows N. through near the center of the town,

limestone precipice 100 ft., forming a beautiful cascade. Several sulphur and other mineral
springs are found in town, but none of any considerable note.* In the w. part are extensive
The
quarries, from which are obtained immense quantities of waterlime, quicklime and gypsum.
soil is a deep, fertile alluvium in the n., and a sandy and clayey loam in the s. Manilas, (p. v.,)

on Limestone Creek, near the s. line of the town, was incorp. March 12, 1813. It contains the
Manlius Academy, a union school, 4 churches, 2 carriage factories, 2 flouring mills, an ax factory,
2 founderies, and a paper mill. Pop. 934. Fayetteville, (p. v.,) on Limestone Creek, 2 mi. n. w.
from Manlius, and 1 mi. from the Erie Canal, with which it is connected by a navigable feeder,
was incorp. May 6, 1844. It is finely situated on a gentle elevation, and has a number of valuable
water-privileges.* It contains 4 churches, a union school, a bank, 2 large flouring mills, 3 sawmills,
1
pearl barley mill, 1 paper mill, 1 sash blind and door factory, 3 lime and plaster mills, 1 tannery,
1 foundery and machine shop, 1 wheelbarrow factory and 1 cradle factory, 5 carriage factories, and
several large establishments for the manufacture of lime, plaster, and waterlime.® Pop. in 1859,
1,376. Manlius Center (p. v.) is a canal village, containing 40 houses. Manlius Station
(p. V.)

Hirkville

and

in the

Bridge,

s.

(p.. v.)

are small villages

and

upon the Central R. R.

stations

Higlk

w. part, contains a church, 2 plaster and lime mills, a sawmill, gristmill, and

Matthew's Mills,

(North Manlius p. o.,) Eag-le Tillage, and Hartsville
were David Tripp, who located 1 mi. n. w. of the present site of
Manlius Village, and James Foster, who located on the present site of Eagle Village, in 1790.* The
first church (Prot. E.) was formed in 1798; Rev. Mr. Nash was the first preacher.*

20 houses.'

are hamlets.

The

first settlers

—

A

MARCElil<US was formed March 5, 1794.
part of Onondaga was taken off in 1798;
Camillus in 1799; a part of Otisco in 1806; and Skaneateles in 1830.
part of Semproniua

A

1
Among the other settlers were Beiij.De Puy, Reuben Smith,
Adam Emerick, Elijah and Solomon Toll, Thomas Farriugton,

Mann, John McHarrie, Wm. Lindsay, Ebenezer Wells,
James Cowan, Abuer and Manly Vickery, Job Lcmis, and Dr.
Jonas C. Baldwin. Dr. Baldwin was the early proprietor and
founder of Baldwinswille. IIo built the first saw and grist
mills, in 1807 and opened the first store, during the same year.
By his energy, the place soon became an important manfacturing yOlage. Daniel Ayers kept the first inn. The first child
born was Jolin Toll.
8 The census reports 9 churches in town
4 M. E., 2 Presb.,
KlijaU

;

;

Bap., Ref. Prot. D.,

and Christian.

the hills are several other deep chasms; but they
do not contain water. Some of them are filled with ice during
the winter, and thus become natural icehouses during the
greater part of the summer. The nature and origin of these remarkable depressions have given rise to many speculations and
theories on the part of geologists and other men of science.
*
Deep .Spring, called by the Indians Te-ungh-sat-a-yagh, is a
spring 60 ft. in diameter, on the E. line of the town, near the
old Seneca Turnpike.
6 These are formed by the Ledyard Canal
which was built
by the citizens at a cost of $35,000 and Bishop Brook. The
Ledyard Canal is formed by diverting the waters of Limestone
Creek, 2 mi. s. of the village; and that, in connection with
Bishop Brook, which runs parallel to it through the village,
make 12 water-powers, with an average fall of 20 ft. each.
•
During the year ending Jan. 1, 1859. 1,394 tons of limestone
Ibr the manufacture of quicklime, 903 tons of building stone,
10,298 tons of stone plaster, 3,210 tons of ground pUister, 85,459
3

Among

—

—

barrels of waterlime, and 50,410 bushels of quicklime were sold
in the village of Fayetteville.
' An extensive
water-power is formed at this place by the constmction of a hydraulic canal from Limestone Creek and an-

other from a brook flowing from the e. This power is used
in all the manufactories in the village, and but a small portion
it is occupied.
8
Among the other early settlers were Joshua Knowlton and
Origen Eaton, on the site of Fayetteville, in 1791 ; Conrad Lour,
Cyrus Kinnie, and John A Shaeffer, in 1792; and Caleb Pratt,
Capt. Joseph Williams, Wm.Ward, Col. Elijah Phillips, Charles
Mulholland, Charles Moseley, Dr. Sturtevant,Al van 'Marsh, and
Dr. Ward, all of whom came previous to 1800. The first child
born was Baron Steuben Shaeffer, in 1794. It is related that
on the night of his birth Baron Steuben and a party of friends
put up at Mr. Shaeffer's, who then kept an inn on the present
The baron was much disturbed during the
site of Manlius.
night, and in the morning severely reprimanded Mr. S. for allowing his guests to be so annoyed that they could not sleep.
Upon seeing the infant, he apologized for his ebullition of temand gave him a
per, bestowed his own name upon the child,
The first marriage was that of
deed of 250 acres of land.
Jan.
Nicholas Phillips and Katy Oarlock,
14, 1793; and the first
death, that of the flither of David Tripp, in 1792; Samuel Edwards taught the first school, in James Foster's barn James
Foster kept the fir.st inn, in 1790; Charles Moseley the first
store, in 1793; Elijah Phillips and three others built the first
sawmill, in 1792-93 and Wm. Ward the first gristmill, in 1794.
9 The census
reports 13 churches in town; 3 M. E., 2 Bap.,
2 Prot. E., 2 Presb., Meth. Prot., Wes. Meth., R. C, and Union.
of
.

;

;
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in 1804,
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and a part of Spafford

in 1840.
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It is

an interior town, lying

broken by the deep valley of Nine
The declivities which border upon the

Its surface is a rolling upland,

Mile Creek, which extends n. and s. through the center.
creek are steep, and 200 to 500 ft. high. Upon the creek are several falls, furnishing a large
amount of water-power. Lime and plaster both abound. The soil is generally a deep, black
loam, formed by the decomposition of the Marcellus shales, intermixed to some extent with clay.
Manufacturing is carried on to a limited extent along Nine Mile Creek, I^Iarcellus, (p. v.,)

on the creek, near the center of the town, was incorp. April 29, 1853 it contains 4 churches, a
woolen factory, and grist mill. Pop. 380. ]flarcellu§ Falls (p. v.) contains a gristmill, sawmill, and 2 paper mills.
Marietta, (p. v.,) upon Nine Mile Creek, in the s. part,
Pop. 200.
contains 30 houses.
Clintonville is a hamlet. Tliorn Hill (p. o.) is a hamlet in the
The first settler was Wm. Cobb, who located on the e. hill in 1794.^ The first church
s. w. part.
edifice (Union) was built in 1803; Rev.
Atwater was the first preacher.^
;

OMOHTDAGA —was

formed from Marcellus, Pompey, and Manlius, March 9, 1798. A part
and a part of Camillus in 1834. The surface is mostly a rolling
and hilly upland, separated into two ridges by the valley of Onondaga Creek.
The e. ridge is
rocky and broken, and the w. is generally smooth and rolling. A fine, wide intervale extends
along the creek, and is bordered by steep hillsides, the summits of which are 200 to 400 ft. high,
A valley, forming a natural pass between Onondaga and Nine Mile Creeks, extends s, w. through
the town. Along the n. line the highlands w. of the valley descend abruptly to the n., presenting
in some places the face of a nearly perpendicular precipice 100 to 150 ft. high.
This declivity is
of Salina

was taken

in 1809,

ofi"

known

as Split Rock. Upon these cliflfs is an outcrop of Onondaga limestone, which is extensively
quarried for building purposes.^ The Split Rock stone quarry is near the n. w. corner. The soil
in the valley is a sandy and gravelly loam, and on the uplands a gravelly and clayey loam.
Lime

and waterlime are both largely manufactured.
tion lies in the

s. e.

About one-half of the Onondaga Indian Reserva-

Onondag^a Hill,* (Onondaga p. o.,) on the hill w. of
dwellings. Onondag^a Valley (p. v.) contains 2 churches

part of this town.

the creek, contains a church and 53
and the Onondaga Academy. Pop. 385.

Soiitli

Onondaga

(p. v.)

contains 2 churches, several

and a population of 290.
IVaTarino, (p. v.,) in the s. w. corner, near the line of Marcellus, contains a church and 115 inhabitants.
Onondaga Castle is a p. o. near the Indian
Reservation.
Hoi^let Hill is a p. o. in the n. w. corner f and West Onondaga a p. o.
near the w. line. The first white man who lived in this town and vicinity was Ephraim Webster,*
an Indian trader. The first permanent settlers were Asa Danforth,® his son Asa, from Mass., and
Comfort Tyler, a young man who accompanied them, all of whom located upon a lot a little s. of
Onondaga Hollow. This was the first settlement made in the co.'' Rev. Samuel Kirkland, a
mills,

—

1
Among the other early settlers were Cyrus Holcomb,
Bowen,
Cady, Samuel Tyler, Dan Bradley, Samuel Rice,
Nathan Kelsey, Thomas Miller, Bigelow Lawrence, Martin Cosand
Samuel
Bitt,
Wheadon, all of whom located previous to
1800. The town rapidly filled up with settlers, principally from
Mass. The first child born was a daughter of Wm. Cobb. Miss
Aeenith Lawrence taught the first school, in the summer of
1796; Dea. Samuel Rice kept the first inn, in 1796; Elnathan
Beach the first store, in 1796 Dan Bradley and Samuel Rice

—

;

built the first sawmill, in 1795-96; cjid May & Sayles the first
gristmill, in 1800.
2 The census
reports 5 churches ; 2 Presb., Bap., M. E., and
Prot. E.
3 In this
ledge is an irregular crack or chasm, which is said to
extend downward to the depth of 100 ft. Ice remains in it
during the greater part of summer. The stone was obtained
from these quarries for building the locks upon the canal and
the aqueduct across Genesee River; and it is justly esteemed a
building stone of superior quality.
< For
many years after the organization of Onondaga co. the
CO. seat was located at this village. It was a place of considerable

business, and the most important village upon the Seneca Turnpike w. of Whitestown. For a long time its only business rivals
were Salina, or " Salt Ptrint," and Onondaga Hollow ; but, on
account of the healthfulness of its situation, the Hill maintained its superiority until the completion of the Erie Canal,
in 1825. It is now a mere hamlet.
6 Mr. Webster was a native of N.
H., and served 3 years in the

Revolution.
After the war he became an
Indian trader; and, in consequence of his thorough knowledge
of the Indian language, he was employed as an interpreter in
several of the councils between the whites and Indians. In
1786 he erected a trading house on the banks of Onondaga Creek,
near its mouth, and continued his traffic there for several years.
He married an Indian woman ; and, becoming a great favorit«,
the tribe made him a present of a square mile of land upon

army during the

Onondaga Creek, a little s. of the present village of Onondaga
Valley. The Indians also granted him 300 acres near the N. w.

He afterward married a
corner of the present reservation.
white woman, by whom he had a large family of children. He
was employed by the Government as a spy, interpreter, and
counselor during the Indian wars that followed the Revolution ;
and he was in active service during the last war with Great
Britain. For many years he was Indian Agent, and probably
had more influence with the Onondaga tribe than any other
white man. He died in 1825. One of his Indian children Harry
Webster is now chief of the Onondaga Nation.
6 Mr. Danforth was the
pioneer, and one of the most energetic
and prominent of the early settlers of the co. He erected the
first sawmill and gristmill in the co., on Butternut Creek, near
Jamesville: and during the many years of privation which followed the first settlement, his cabin was always the welcome
home of the distressed and suffering settlers. He held at different times the offices of Judge of Common Pleas, Superintendent
of the Salt Springs, and Major General in the State Militia. He

—

—

died in 1818.
'
Among the other settlers who came soon after Mr. Danforth
were Abijah Earll, Levi Hiscock, and Roderick Adams, in 178S
or '89; Nicholas Mickles, John C. Brown, Arthur Patterson, Job
Tyler, Peter Tenbroeck,
Lewis, Cornelius Longstreet, Peter

Young, Joseph Forraan, John Adams, Geo. Kibbe, Wm. and
Gordon Needham, Wm. H. Sabine, jMper Hopper, Aaron Bellows. George Hall, Joseph Swan, Th.addeus M. Wood, Jonas C.
Baldwin, and Daniel and Nehemiah H. Earll. The first marriage
was that of Ephraim Webster and an Indian woman, in 1789.
The wife soon after died, and Mr. Webster took another Indian

He
wife, agreeing to live with her as long as she kept sober.
lived with her nearly 20 years. As the settlement began to
advance, he was desirous of obtaining a white wife, and to this
end endeavored to make his wife drunk. For a long time sho
resisted every attempt; but at last, with the aid of milk punch,
he succeeded. The next morning she left without speaking a
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4^6
missionary from Mass., was the
at

an early day, at the

first

The

preacher.

first

church (Presbyterian) was formed

Hill.^

OTISCO —was formed

from Pompey, Marcellus, and Tully, March 21, 1806. It is an interior
Its surface is principally occupied by the high ridge
w. of the center of the co.
between the valleys of Onondaga Creek and Otisco Lake. The declivities of the hills are generally
and the summits rolling, and elevated 800 to 1,000 ft. above the valleys and 1,600 to 1,700

town, lying

s.

steep

It lies upon the w. border of the town, in a valley
Otisco Lake is 772 ft. above tide.
below the summits of the hills. Bear Mountain,'* in the n. w. part, overhanging the
The soil is generally a sandy or
valley of Onondaga Creek, is one of the principal elevations.
situated upon the
gravelly loam, mixed with clay, and well adapted to grazing. Otisco, (p. v.,)
houses
and
30
of
the
contains
near
the
center
town,
Amber, (p. v.,) at the foot of
high ridge

above

tide.

ft.

1,000

;

Maple Grove

The first settler was Chauncey
La
from
moved
his
who
from
Mass.,
Fayette in April, 1801. During
Rust,
family
Northampton,
this year and the following, a large number of settlers arrived, principally from Mass. and Conn,
and the whole town filled up rapidly.^ The first religious service was a prayer meeting, held in
Rust. The first church (Cong.) was formed May 9, 1803, by Rev.
Sept. 1801, at the house of
There
are
now
two churches in tovra Cong, and M. E. This town is noted for
Wallace.
Hugh
Otisco Lake, 25.

is

a

p. o. in

the n. e. corner.

;

being the birthplace and residence of several persons of distinguished literary reputation.*

POMPET^ —was

formed in Jan. 1789.
Fabius and a part of Onondaga were taken off in
a part of Otisco in 1806 and La Fayette in 1825. It lies on the e. border of the co., s. of
the center, and upon the high, rolling ridge which lies between the e. branch of Limestone Creek
The highest summit is 906 feet above the surface of Butternut Creek,
and Butternut Creek.
near the La Fayette r. r. station, 1,343 ft. above the canal at Syracuse and 1,743 ft. above tide.
The general ridge is subdivided into 3 ridges by the valleys of the 2 w. branches of Limestone
1798

;

;

to 300 ft. below the summits and are bordered by steep hillsides.
part of the town flow in a southerly direction. Pratts Falls, upon
the w. branch of Limestone Creek, are 137 ft. high and within a few rods of them are several
other fine cascades. Near the n. line, upon the same creek, is a cascade of 70 ft. Just e. of the

Creek.

These valleys are 200

The streams

that drain the

s.

;

near Delphi, on the e. branch of the same stream, are 2 other fine cascades. Carpenters
Pond, in the s. e. part, covers an area of about 30 acres. The soil is a strong, clayey loam.
Hill, (Pompey p. o.,) on the summit of the ridge," contains 5 churches and the Pompey Academy. Pop. 270. Delphi, (p. v.,) upon Limestone Creek, in the s. e. corner, contains
3 churches and 219 inhabitants.
Watervale, (p. v.,) upon Limestone Creek, n. of the center,
contains a grist and saw mill and 20 houses. Oran, (p. v.,) in the n. e. corner, contains a church

CO. line,

Pompey

Pompey

and 82 inhabitants.
Center' (p. o.) is a hamlet. In the s. e. corner, above Delphi,
are an edge tool factory, and a woolen mill not in operation. The first settler was Ebenezer Butler,
who located on Lot 65 in 1792.^ The first church (Presb.) was formed in 1794 the first preacher
;

word, and in a short time died of grief. The first child born was
Amanda Danforth, daughter of Asa Danforth. jr.. Oct. 14, 1789.
Dr. Gordon Needham taught the first school, iu 1795 Comfort
Tyler kept the first inn George Kibbe the first store Gen. Danforth built the first gristmill, in 1794; and Turner Fenner the
;

;

first
1

;

sawmill, in 1793.

The census

reports 11 churches ; 5 M. E., 2 Presb., Cong.,
Bap., Wes. Meth., and Union.
* Named from the
great number of bears that infested it when
the country was first settled.
3
Among the first settlers were Jonathan B. Nichols, Charles

and Benoni Merriman, Solomon Judd, and Lemon Gaylord, in
1801; Otis Baker, Noah Parsons, Nathaniel Loomis, Amos and
Isaac Cowles, in 1802 and Benjamin Cowles, Josiah Clark, Daniel
Bennett, Elias and Jared Thayer, Henry Elethrop. Samuel,
Ebenezer, and Luther French, Jared and Noah Parsons, and
r.nfus Clapp, soon after. Lucy Cowles (afterward wife of Rev.
Geo. Colton) taught the first school, in 1802. The first child
iKjrn was Timothy Rust, March 22, 1802; and the first death,
that of Nathaniel Dady, jr., killed by the fall of a tree. July 19,
1802. Dan'l Bennett kept the first inn, in 1802; and Michael
Johnson the first store, in 1808. Charles Merriman built the
;

first gristmill, in 1806.

Willis Gaylord, widely known as the editor of the Genesee
Cultivator, and as a refined and graceful
ci>nfributor to the light literature of the day, came into town
with his father, from Bristol, Conn., in 1801. He was then 9
years of age ; and he resided here until a few years before his
d"ath, which occurred in 1844. Willis and Lewis Gaylord Clark,
twin brothers, were born in this town in April, 1808. The former
IS known as a poet, the author of ''OUipodiana," and as the editor
of the Philadelphia Gazette; and tlie latter has obtained a
national reputation as the editor of the Knickerbocker Maga*

Farmer and Albany

which he has held for the last 25 years. Willis
died in 1841. Their father was Eliakim Clark, an officer in the
Revolution, and their mother was sister to Willis Gaylord. Rer.
Geo. Colton, father of Owen Colton, author of a series of Greek
text books, and of Geo. H. Colton, fouuder and editor of the
American Review, was mauy years a resident of the town.
"a
5 Named
place of much
by the Indians Ote-ge-ga-jii-ke,
grass, openings or prairies." Another name given to this locality,
not often repeated, and about which there is much superstitious
zine, a position

" the field of
blood, or bloody
reserve, is Ote-queh-sah-he-eh.
ground, a place where many have been slain." It has been said
that no Indian ever visits this neighborhood. They certainly disClark' sOnrmdaga.Vol. II. p. .325.
like to converse much about it.
6 Water from one side of the roof of the hotel at tliis place
finds its way into the St. Lawrence, and from the other into

—

—

Chesapeake

IJay.

known as " Greens Corners."
Moses Blower and Moses Savage came in the same year.
Among the early settlers upon the bills were Artemus Bishop,
Josiah Holbrook, Timothv Sweet, John and Samuel Jerome,
Joseph Smith, Jesse Butler, Dr. Deodatus Clarke, Jacob Hoar,
Jas. (^Icott, Trneworthy Cook, Selah Cook, Noadiah and Epiphas blcott. Dr. Samuel Beach, and families named Hinsdale,
The early
Hibbard, Messenger, Western, and Daniel Allen.
settlers in the E. hollow were Samuel Draper, James McCluie,
Wm. Cook, Ozias Burr, Elihu Barber, John Lamb. Daniel
Thomas,
Savage, Daniel Hubbard, Wm. Shankland, and
David Sweet. The first child born was S.ally Hoar, about 1794;
the first male child born was Orange Butler; the first marriage
was that of Zaohariah Kinne and Diadama Barnes and the first
death, that of Mrs. Jas. Cravath. Samuel Clement taught the
Ebenezer
fir.st school in the town and co., on Lot 28, in 1794.
Butler kept the first inn, in 1792; Ilenry Seymour the first store;
'

Locally

8

;
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was Rev. Mr. Robblns, a missionary from Conn.^ Several eminent personages, distinguished in the
fiekis of pclitios, literature, and art, were natives of this town, prominent among whom are Sara J.
Clarke, (now Mrs. Sara J. Lippincott, better known as "Grace Greenwood,") Ex-Gov. Horatio
Seymour, Charles Mason, late Commissioner of Patents, and Erastus D. Palmer, the sculptor,

CO.

—

was formed from 3Ianlius and Onondaga, March 27, 1809. Syracuse was taken off
and Geddes in 1848. It lies upon the e. bank of Onondaga Lake, n. of the center of the
Mud Creek, in the s. E. part, and its tributary.
surface is level or gently undulating.

SAliIIVA
in 1847,
Its

Bear Trap Creek, are the only streams. Along their course is a considerable amount of swamp
land. The soil is principally a sandy loam, with occasional intervales of tough clay.
The people
are largely engaged in the manufacture of salt. Tobacco is cultivated to some extent. Liiverpool, (p. V.,) upon the e. bank of Onondaga Lake, on the w. line of the town, was incorp. April
It contains 4 churches, a union school, a steam saw and stave mill, and a large number
20, 1830.
of salt works. Pop. 1,305. The first settlement was made at Liverpool, in 1795, by John Danforth and 3 sons, from "Worcester co., Mass.^
There are 4 churches in town.*
formed from Marcellus, Feb. 26, 1830. A part of Spafford was antown on the w. line of the co. The surface is rolling or moderately hilly.
Skaneateles Lake divides the s. half of the town into two nearly equal parts. From the lake the
land slopes beautifully upward to a height of 200 to 500 ft. The highlands upon both borders

SKA1VEATEL.es*—was

nexed in 1840.

It is the

s.

overlooking the lake furnish a great

number

have no superiors in the State.

situation,

Skaneateles Outlet, flowing

n., is

abundance of water-power.^ The

of sites for country residences, which, in beauty of
of these are occupied by fine cottages and villas.

Many

Upon it are numerous falls, furnishing an
principally a clay loam. Skaneateles,^ (p. v.,) beautiincorp, April 19, 1833. It contains 6 churches, a union school,

the principal stream.
soil is

fully located at the foot of the lake, was
and 3 carriage manufactories. Pop. 1,200.

Mottville, (p. v.,) on Skaneateles Outlet, contains
2 machine shops, a foundery, chair factory, fork factory, and gristmill.
Pop. 250.
Mandiina, (p. v.,) on the w. bank of the lake, in the s. part of the town, contains 15 dwellings.
Kello^g^s Mills, a hamlet 1| mi. n. of Skaneateles, contains a woolen factory which employs
125 hands. The first settler was John Thompson, a Scotchman, who located upon Lot 18 in 1793.''
1 church,

The

first

church

edifice (Cong.)

SPAFFORD'—was
were taken

off in 1840.

line of the co.

Lakes, abniptly

was

erected in 1807

formed from TuUy, April
It lies

upon the

e.

Rev. Aaron Bascom was the

;

8,

1811.

first

pastor.*

Parts of Marcellus and Skaneateles

bank of Skaneateles Lake, and

the w.

is

town on the

s.

Its surface consists principally of a high ridge between Skaneateles and Otisco
descending to the valleys on each side and gradually declining toward the n.

The highest summit, Ripley Hill, is 1,122 ft. above Skaneateles Lake and 1,982 ft. above tide.
Otisco Inlet is a small stream flowing through the valley which extends s. from Otisco Lake. The soil
is a sandy and
gravelly loam. Borodino, (p. v.,) in the n. part of the town, contains a population
of 202.

low

is

1794.**'

Pratt

Spafford,
a

p. 0.

The

(p. v.,)

near the center, contains 2 churches and 30 houses. SpafTord Holwere Gilbert Palmer and his son John, who located on Lot 76 in

first settlers

The first church (M. E.)was formed

at

an early day

& Smith

built the first sawmill, in 17913, and the first
Hezekiah Clarke was the first settled
served 2 years as a surgeon in the Revolutionary
Army, and was at the massacre of Fort Griswold.
1 The census
reports 12 churches ; 4 M. E., 3 Bap., Cong.,
gristmill, in 1798; Dr.

physician.

He

Presb., Prot. E., Univ., and Disciples.
2 Abel
Ilawley, .John Ilager, and Patrick Riley came in about
the same time. The first marriage was that of Abram Shoemaker and Betsey Danforth, in 1809. The first school was
taught by Capt. Conner, about 1797. in a salt block, which at
that time contained 4 kettles; and the school was taught while
the block was in operation. John Danforth kept the first inn,
in 1796.
3 2 M.
E., Evan. Luth., and Presb.
* Indian name:
by some said to signify "very long lake,"
and by others, "the beautiful squaw." The outlet is called
"
" water
or "

Hanauttoo,"

Hanauto," meaning

running through

thick hemlocks."
s A recent
survey makes Skaneateles Lake 860.25 feet above
tide.
Between Skaneateles and Mottville are two large distilleries, and below Mottville a woolen factory, a grist and saw
mill, a paper mill, and a distillery.
* The beautiful location of this
village upon one of the finest
lakes in the State renders it a favorite summer resort of people
from the cities and from the South.
'
Robinson, James
Amonp; the other early settlers were
Watson, Lovel Gibbs, Jonatlian Hall, and Winston Day, who
came in 1796; Warren Hecox, James and Samuel Porter, Dr.

;

Elder

Harmon was the first

preacher."

Munger, Elnathan Andrews, John Legg, Moses Loss, .John
Briggs, Nathan Kelsey, Wm. J. Vredenburgh, Isaac Sherwood,
Dr. Benedict, and families by the names of Kellogg and Earll,
who came in soon after. Elisha Cole, now living, (1859,) came
in with his father in 1793. Capt. Wm. Thomas came in 1796;
Hezekiah Earll and Samuel Greenman in 1797. The first child
born was Richard P.Watson, June 1, 1796; and the first death,
that of Nehemiah Earll, in 1808. James Porter kept the first
inn, and Winston Day the first store, in 1797 ; and Judge Jed&diah Sanger built the first saw and grist mill, in 1796.
8 The census
reports 8 churches; 2 M. E., 2 Friends, Baji.,
Presb., Prot. E., and Univ.
6 Named from Horatio Gates
Spafford, author of the first
Gazetteer of New York.
10
the
other
settlers
were Jonathan Berry, ArchiAmong
early
bald Farr, Warren Kneeland, M. Harvey, Isaac Hall, Elislia
Sabins, John Babcock, Peter Knapp, Samuel Smith, Otis and
Moses Legg, JetbrO Bailey, Elias Davis, Abel Amadou, Job
Lewis, Daniel Tinkham, John IlulUbut, Levi Foster, Benj.
Horner, Janios and Cornelius Williamson, Benjamin Stanton,

John Woodward, James Bacon, and Asahel Roundy. The first
child born was Alvah Palmer; the first marriage, that of Elisha
Freeman and Phoebe Smith; and the first death, that of Benj.
Chaffee, in Aug. 1801. Sally Packard taught the first school, in
1803; Jared Babcock kept the first store, in 1809; Archibald
Farr kept the first inn and built the first gristmill, in 1808; an^
Josiah Walker built the first sawmill, in 1810.
11 The census
reports 6 churches 3 M. E., Presb., and Uniok,
;
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SYRACUSE^ —was incorp. as a village in the town of Salina,
A portion was
April 13, 1825, and as a city, Dec. 14, 1847.
annexed to De Witt in 1858. It lies in a basin extending s. of
the head of Onondaga Lake, and upon the ridges immediately e.
low portion, partly marshy, containing more than a square

A

mi., lies

upon the

lake,^

and

is

bordered by an abrupt declivity

high. From the summit of this declivity the surface
spreads out into an almost perfect flat, on which is built the
greater part of the more thickly settled portions of the city.

10 to 30

ft.

A

ridge 100 to 200 ft. high extends through the e. part.* Upon
the highlands that surround the city are some of the most beautiful sites for country residences to be found in the State.
The
midst of a rich agricultural region, and near the center of the State.* The
several canals and railroads that terminate at or pass through this city give to it important commercial advantages. Its local trade is very large. It is also largely engaged in manufactures,
the principal of which are salt,* machinery, beer, and barrels.®
large trade is carried on with
the surrounding country to supply the salt works with wood and barrels, and with Penn. to furnish

city is located in the

A

them with coal. The city is supplied with water by the Syracuse Water Company, from springs
and brooks which have their sources in the hills s. w. of the city.
The City Hall is a commodious edifice, on the s. side of the canal, fronting Washington St., and
containing rooms for the officers of the city government.
The Public Schools, 13 in number, are under the charge of a Board of Education, consisting of
7 males and 54
8 members, of whom 4 are elected annually. In 1858, 61 teachers were employed,

—

of children, between the ages of 4 and 21, was 9,418, of whom 5,258,
The total expenses were
or 55 per cent., attended school during some portion of the year.
The number of volumes in the district libraries was 5,131.' The schools are graded,
$34,057.69.

females.

The whole number

department or High School. Few places have bestowed more attention upon
and the schools now rank among the best in the State and country.
The Onondaga County Orphan Asylum, a city and county institution for the care of orphan and
destitute children, is situated upon Fayette St., in the e. part of the city. It was incorp. April 10,

and have a

common

classical

school education

;

and is supported by public appropriations and private donations. The children are well
and are amply provided with all the necessaries of life. A school is taught throughout the
At a proper age the children are bound out in respectable families.
year.
The Syracuse Home Association, incorp. in 1853, is an association of ladies for the purpose of
It
systematically visiting the poor, and of furnishing a home for indigent and friendless females.
occupies a fine building upon E. Fayette St., and is in a flourishing condition.
The New York State Asylum for Idiots is located upon a beautiful site in Geddes, s. w. of the
Its grounds contain 18 acres, lying upon an eminence
city, just outside of the city corporation.
overlooking the whole city. The building is a beautiful brick structure, in the Italian style of
architecture, and is one of the best arranged and most convenient buildings of the kind ever conThe average number of
structed.
It is under the superintendence of Dr. Hervey B. Wilbur.
inmates is more than 100.^
1845,

treated,

"
1 This
city was known from 1806 to 1809 as
Bogardus Corners-" from 1809 to 1812, as -'Milan;" from 1812 to 1814, as
"South Salina;" from 1814 to 1817, as " Cnssitts Corners;' from
1817 to 1820, as " Corinth ;" and from that time it has been
known as Syracuse, the name given it l)y John Wilkinson,
the first postmasttr. " Salina," now constituting the N. part
of the city, was incorp. as a Tillage March 12. 1824, and continued as an independent corporation until 1847, when it was
merged in Syracuse. It was long familiarly known as "Salt
Point." The eastern part of the city was formerly known as
" Lodi."
2 The salt
springs are situated upon this marsh and its borNear the lake, upon the Liverpool road, is a very strong
ders.

—

sulphur spring.
8 This
ridge is divided into two parts by the valley through

which the canal extends. Upon it, a short distance E. of the
head of the lake, are l.irge cavities in the ground, generally
termed "salt holes." These holes are continually forming; and
not unfrcquently happens that a tract of 20 ft. in diameter
suddenly fall to a depth of 10 to 30 ft. See p. 481.
From its central location, the city is a favorite place for
holding conventions, political, religious, civil, and miscellaneous.
From this, it is often called "The City of Conventious," and
sometimes " The aty of isms." It is also called " The Central
" The
City of Salt."
City," and
6 See
pages 480, 481.
it

will
*

6

Several founderies and machine shops give

about 200 hands.

employment

to

Greenway's Brewery manufactures annually

50,000 bbls. of beer, worth 1-350,000. There are 8 other breweries in the city, producing 600 to 5,000 bbls. each. Barrels for
the salt trade are also manufactured in the city, giving employment to a large number of hands. The Central R. R. repair shops employ 150 hands, and about 150 more are engaged
as engineers, brakemen, and track hands, belonging to this
station. The city also contains large manufactories ctf agricultural implements, boots and shoes, furniture, saddlery bardware, silver ware, cigars, and a variety of otlier articles.
' The Central
Library, kept in the City Hall, is a consolidated
library for the use of the central schools of the city. 7t was
founded in 1858, and contains 4,000 volumes.
8 The
building for this institution was erected in 185.3-o4, at
a cost of about $70,000. The site and grounds were donated by
inhabitants of Syracuse. The enterprise hns been highly successful, and has fully demonstrated the utility and necessity of
schools of this description. The institution has attained a wide
reputation, and it now undoubtedly ranks among the first of
the kind in the world. The school was first established at Albany, in 1848, by its present supt., as a private institution. It
was adopted by the State, and was continued several years at
Albany, but was removed to this place ou completion of the
buildings, in 1854.
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a literary association, was incorp. under the general law, Dec. 1849. It
in Wieting Block, S. Salina St., and it supports an annual
course of lectures during the winter. The number of volumes in the library is about 3,000.
Syracuse Post Office is situated near the center of the old village of Syracuse, s. of the Eric

The FranlUn

has a

Institute,

fine library

and reading room

Salina Post Office is situated in the old village of Salina, near the Oswego Canal.
It occuLibrari/ of the Court of Appeals was formed by act of Legislature, April 9, 1849.
pies rooms in the courthouse, and contains 4,500 volumes.
The Office of the Superintendent of the Salt Springs, on N. Salina St., is a fine building of cut
Canal.

The

stone.

Armory is a fine building, in Regimental Park, near Onondaga Creek. It was built
from a design by H. N. White.
The city also contains a Commercial College, 2 private seminaries, a classical school, a boarding
school for boys, a large number of Masonic, Odd Fellows, and Sons of Malta lodges, a City Tract
Society, a Bible Society, a Fugitive Aid Society, a Musical Institute, a German Turnverein, 11
banks of issue, 2 savings banks, 28 churches,^ and a large number of beautiful and costly private
residences.
Its hotels and public halls rank among the best in the State.
The first settlement in the city and co. was made by Ephraim Webster, an Indian trader, who
In 1788 or 1789 John Danforth, who came
located near the mouth of Onondaga Creek in 1786.
The

State

in 1858,

into the co. soon after his brother Asa, located at

of

The settlement

salt.^

" Salt Point" and commenced the manufacture

at this place increased with great rapidity, in consequence of the pros-

"
It took the name of
Salina," and speedily
pective value of the salt springs.
important place in the co., a superiority which it maintained for many years.

became the most
The first settlers
within the limits of the old viUage of Syracuse, after Webster, the Indian trader, were
HopButler, in 1799. Calvin Jackson settled in 1800, and several others before
kins, in 1797, and
1805.'
The ground being low and marshy, the settlement did not progress rapidly for many years.
The first great impulse to its growth was given by the location of the canal in 1817 and its comIn 1829, when the courthouse was removed from Onondaga Ilill, Salina and
pletion in 1825.
Syracuse were nearly equal in population, and the courthouse was placed about midway between
the two villages.
Since that time, however, the growth of Syracuse has been rapid and nearly
uniform. In 1847 it completely absorbed its old rival, Salina, the two villages and Lodi at that
time being incorp. and forming the city of Syracuse. The business prosperity of the place has
been based principally upon the salt interests and its commercial advantages. The most notable
incidents of the later history of the city are the great gunpowder explosion of Aug. 20, 1841 ;* and
the rescue of the slave Jerry from the custody of the U. S. Marshal, Oct. 1, 1851.*

—

TULiliY —was

formed from Fabius, April 4, 1803. A part of Otisco was taken ofi" in 180G,
Its surface is an upland,
It is the center town upon the s. line of the co.
In the s. part of the central valley are
level in the center, but hilly on the e. and w. borders.
several small lakes, known as the Tully Lakes. Two of these lakes lie but a few rods apart. The

and Spafibrd

in 1811.

ft. above the canal at
Syracuse, gives rise to Onondaga Creek, flowing n. and the
In the immediate vicinity of these
lower, gives rise to Tioughnioga River, flowing s.
considerable swamp land. The soil is a sandy and clayey loam. Tully, (p. v.,) in the

smaller, just 800

4

larger,

lakes

is

;

ft.

part of the town, contains 2 churches and 216 inhabitants and
of Otisco, 2 churches and 25 houses.
Tully Valley is a p. o.
s. E.

;

1 4 R.
C, 3 Prot. E., 3 M. E., 3 Presb., 2 Cong.. 2 Bap., 2 Ger.
Evan. Asso., 2 Jewish Synagogues, Kef. Prot. D., Unit., Ger.
Lutli., Ger. Prot., Af. Meth., Wes. Meth., and Sweilenborgian.
2 In Aujr.
1"90, Col. Jeremiah Gould and family, consisting
of a wife, three sons, and a daughter, came to ".?a?i PointJ' and
found there Deacon and Nathaniel Loomis, Hezekiah Olcott,
John Danforth, Asa Dauforth, jr., and Thomas Gaston. In 1791
two families named Woodworth and Sturges came in, and
March 2, 1792, Isaac Van Vleck and family. Among the other
early settlers were Thomas t>smon, Simon Pliares, Patrick Kiley,
Wm. Gilchrist, James Peat, Aaron Uellows, Elisha Alvord,
Richard Sawyer, and Dioclcsian Alvord. The first child born
was Abraham Van Vleck, in 1792; the first marriage was that
of Thomas Osmon and Katharine Van Derwricher, in 1795;
and the first death, that of an infant child of
Thompson, in

Dr. Burnet, the first physician, died the same year. The
provisions for the first settlers were brought from Tioga, by
of
way
Cayuga Lake, and from Herkimer, l)y way of Oneida
Lake. In 1793, 00 of the 33 inhabitants of the village were
the 3 well ones, with the help of the Indians, taking care
sick,
of ^he sick for 2 months. In 1794, out of a population of 63
persons 23 died. The first regular innkeeper was Wm. Gilchrist, about 1795; though Isaac Van Vleck bad for several
1794.

—

Vesper,
The

first

(p. v.,)

settler

on the line
was David

years previous entertained travelers. Elisha Alvord kept the
iirst store, in 1795. In 1793 Mr. Van Vleck brought from Albany
a large coffee mill, which was used for grinding corn.
3
Among the other early settlers were Wm. Lee, Aaron Cole,

Amos St.inton, Henry Bogardus, and Jonathan Fay. The first
was Albion Jackson, Dec. 28, ISOO.
tract of 250
acres, lying near the center of the city, and including a mill
privilege upon Onondaga Creek, w^as sold by the State to
Abraham Walton and became known as the " Walton Tract."

A

child born

It afterward passed into the hands of the " Syracuse Company."
Mr. Bogaidus erected a log hoiise for an inn. on the site of the
present Voorhees Block, in 1805 and Mr. Walton erected his
'•
Old Red Mill" the same year. The first steamboat ever used
upon the canal was built a mi. s. of Oran, and launched at
'•
Buellville," in Pompey. in 1823, by Wm. Avery.
*
Twenty-seven kegs of powder, secretly stored in a carpenter
shop, exploded, and 25 men principally firemen were killed,
and more than 60 others were wounded.
6
.lerry was arrested as a fugitive slave and confined in the
police office; but in the evening a large number of citizens assembled and forcibly took him from the custody of the officers.
Several men were arrested and tried for participating in th«
rescue, but no convictions were ever procured.
;

—

—
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Owen, who came into town
was the first preacher.

TA]V BUREIV—was
;

along

its

course

Canton,

first

church (Bap.) was formed in 1818 ;^ Rev. Mr. Hurd

formed from Camillas, March 26, 1829.

N. w. of the center of the co.

boundary

The

in 1795.^

It is

Its surface is level or gently undulating.
is

considerable

swamp

land.

The

on the Erie Canal, in the

soil is

an

interior town, lying

Seneca River forms its n.
a clayey, sandy, and gra-

w. corner of the town, contains
a church and 188 inhabitants ;
Center, (p. v. Warners Station on the
N. Y. C. R. R.,) near the s. line, a church and 16 dwellings.
Buren (p. o.) and Ionia
are hamlets.
BaldTvlnsville, (p. v.,) on Seneca River, is on the line of Lysander. The first
velly loam.

(Canal

p. o.,)

s.

Tan Buren

;

Tan

settler

1803

;

was Joseph Wilson, who located in town in
S. B. Barns was the first preacher,*

1792.'

The

first

church (Presb.) was formed in

Rev.

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Onondaga County.
AcKES OF Land.

s

Names of Towns.

I
Camillus
Cicero

Clay

De Witt
Elbridge
Fabius

Geddes

La

Fayette...

Lysander
Manliug.
Marcellus

Onondaga....
Otisco

Pompey
Salina
Skaneateles..
Spafford

Syracuse

TuUy
Van Buren...
TotaL.

Valuation of 1858.

16,411
14,376f
19,535A
15,643J
16,792i
19,784i
4,786
18,004
27.069i
21,640i
15,558A
33,001 J
14,803i
32,420i
6.559J
20.935i
15,643i
1,992^
12,2691
17,301

344,528

3.574A
14,912^
10.681J
6,2944,638
6,994i
1,472*
5,982
10,329
7,546|
3,319i
7,846i
3.803
8.286
2,219
3,979
4,429i

293i
3,996
4.104

114,7011

ONTARIO COUNTY.
This county was formed from Montgomery, Jan. 27, 1789. It was
named from Lake Ontario, which originally formed its n. boundary.
Steuben co. was taken off in 1796, Genesee in 1802, parts of Mon-

and Livingston in 1821, and Yates and a part of Waj'ne in
A strip was annexed from Montgomery co., w. of Seneca
Lake, Feb. 16, 1791, and a small tract in the fork of Crooked Lake,

roe

1823.
I

[from Steuben, Feb. 25, 1814. It is centrally distant 180. mi. from
Albany, and contains an area of 640. sq. mi. It lies upon the
extreme n. declivities of the central Allegany Mt. Range, and

has a northerly inclination, the summits of the s. hills being elevated about 1000 feet above the general level of the n. portions
of the CO. The s. portion, lying w. of Canandaigua Lake, is a
and broken region, divided into ridges with steep declivities and summits 1,500 to 1,700 feet
above tide. The ridges all have a general n. and s. direction, declining toward the n., and terminating in a beautifully rolling region, which embraces all of the co. e. of Canandaigua Lake, and
that portion lying w. of the lake and n. of the n. line of Bristol. The ridges in this section gradually rise to a height of 20 to 250 feet above the valleys, and give to the land sufficient inclination for thorough drainage.
A terrace with declivities 100 to 250 feet high, descending toward
the N., extends through the N. portions of East and West Bloomfield and the s. part of Victor, at
hilly

right angles to the general range of the ridges.
drift ridges similar to those in

Wayne and

Seneca

The extreme

n. parts of the co. are occupied

by

cos.

The geological formation of this co. is nearly the same as that of the cos. lying e. of it in the
same latitude. The lowest rocks, occupying the n. parts of Phelps, Manchester, Farmington, and
The gypsum of this group crops out along the banks
Victor, belong to the Onondaga salt group.
of the streams, and is extensively quarried along the Canandaigua Outlet, in Phelps and ManThe water limestone, next above, crops out in Phelps,
chester, and upon Mud Creek, in Victor.
Manchester, and Victor, and is quarried for waterlime and building stone. The Onondaga and
The Marcorniferous limestones next appear, and are quarried for building stone in Phelps.
cellus and Hamilton shales occupy all the central portions of the co. s. of the foot of Canandaigua
Lake and next above them successively appear the Tully limestone, Genesee slate, and the
Portage group, the last occupying South Bristol, Canadice, and Naples. This last group furnishes
a sandstone used for flagging and building. Except in the extreme s. parts of the co., the underlying rocks have little influence upon the soil, as nearly the whole surface is covered deeply
with drift deposits, consisting of sand, clay, and gravel, intermixed with the disintegrated limestone and gypsum evidently deposited by some great torrent that once swept across the co. in a s.
The rocks are seen at some points along the banks of the lakes and the courses of the
direction.
;

streams.

In Bristol are several springs of carburetted hydrogen gas emanating from the strata

of Genesee slate.^

The

drained by the Honeoye Outlet, a tributary of the Genesee River, and by the CananMud Creek, tributaries of the Clyde River. Honeoye Outlet receives as tributaries Egypt Brook and the outlets of Hemlock and Canadice Lakes ;^ Mud Creek receives Beaver,
Fish, and Hog Hollow Creeks and Canandaigua Outlet receives Fall and Flint Creeks. Besides
CO. is

daigua Outlet and

;

Creek flows through the n. w. corner of the co. Keshong Creek and Burralls
and Castle Brooks flow into Seneca Lake. Several of the beautiful lakes which form the most

these, Irondequoit

peculiar and interesting feature of the landscape for which Central New York is celebrated lie
partly or wholly in this co. Seneca, forming a portion of the e. boundary, is described under
Seneca co.' Canandaigua Lake lies almost wholly within the limits of the co. The shores are
beautifully sloping down to the very edge of the water, except near the head of the lake, where
they rise in steep bluffs to a height of 300 to 800 feet. Its surface is 668 feet above tide.
The principal of these gas springs are in Bristol Hollow, on
both banks of Canandaigua Lake, within 3 mi. of the village,
and in East Bloomfield and Richmond. A sulphur spring is
Ciiuud on the outlet of the lake, but the principal one is at Clifton.

«

Hemlock

Outlet, called

by the Indians 0-neh'da, signifying

hemlock.
8

See p. 613.
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Honeoye,* Canadice,'* and Hemlock Lakes are smaller bodies of water, and are each surrounded by
bluffs and hills rising to a height of 500 to 700 feet above them.
The soil for the most part consists of clayey, sandy, and gravelly loam, formed from the drift
In the valleys and the rolling region which extends through the central and n. parts
deposits.

of the

CO.

the loam

is

very deep and rich, forming one of the finest agricultural regions in the

s. part of the co. the soil is made up principally of
disintegrated
shale and slate, forming a fine, fertile grazing region. Upon the drift hills in the w. are some
small sections covered with a deep, light sand, moderately productive.

State.

Upon

the hills in the

The geographical and geological features of this co. render it eminently adapted to the various
branches of agriculture ; and few cos. in the State excel this in the progress of scientific improvement as applied to agricultural operations. Wheat was for many years the staple crop but of late
;

attention has been given to the production of the coarser grains, to stock growing, and the
Wool growing has also received considerable attention, and the fine Merino
cultivation of fruits.

more

sheep were introduced at an early period.
such as pertain to agricultural districts.

The manufactures are mainly of a domestic

character,

The county seat is located at Canandaigua, at the foot of Canandaigua Lake. A courthouse, jail,
and CO. clerk's office were erected here in 1793, soon after the organization of the co.' In 1825 a
new courthouse was built and in 1858 a splendid edifice was erected at the joint expense of the
CO. and of the U. S. Government, containing a U. S. and co. courtroom, jury and supervisors'
rooms, U. S. district clerk's and co. clerk's offices, surrogate's office, and p. office. The building is
of brick, with iron and tile floors, and is entirely fireproof. The poorhouse is located upon a farm
It is built of brick, and contains ample
of 212 acres in Hopewell, 4 mi. e. of Canandaigua.
accommodations. The average number of inmates is 136, supported at a weekly cost of 57 cts.
The farm yields a revenue of §4,000. A school is taught during the whole year.* The
each.
general management and sanitary arrangements of this establishment are creditable to the co.
The principal works of internal improvement in the co. are the Erie Canal, which enters the
extreme n. e. corner of Manchester, the N. Y. C. R. R., extending through the n. and central por;

Canandaigua & Niagara Bridge R. R., a branch of tlie Central, extending w.
from Canandaigua to Tonaw-anda, and the Elmira, Jefferson & Canandaigua R. R., extending s. e.
and connecting with the N. Y. & E. R. R. at Elmira. Besides these, there are several lines of
plank road in the co. but most of them have been abandoned.
Nine newspapers were published in the co. in 1858."
tions of the CO., the

;

Indian name Ha'ne-a-yeh, lying like a finger.
Indian name Ska/Oe-a-dice, long lake.
The first Circuit Court was held at the inn of Mr. Patterson,
in Geneva, in June, 1793 and the first court of Common Pleas,
at the house of Nathaniel Sanbern, in Canandaigua, in Nov.
1794. The first co. officers were Oliver Phelps, First Judge ;
Nathl. Gorliam, Co. Clerk ; John Cooper, Surrogate ; and Judah
Coit, Sheriff. The first justices of peace appointed in Western
N.Y. were Asa Ransom and Wm. Rumsey, for Ontario co., in
Dec. 1801. By an act passed April 3, 1798, deeds were required
to be recorded in the clerk's office. This was many years before
the general act for recording in clerks' offices.
* This school is
supported by ihe interest of a fund given by a
The schoolhouse is situated
private individual for this purpose.
in a fine yard and is surrounded by trees.
5 Tlie Ontario Gazette and Genesee
Advertiser, the first paper
in the present co. of Ontario, was started at Geneva,
April, 1797, by Lucius Carey, and removed to Canandaigua in 1799.
The Impartial American, or Seneca Museum, was published at
Geneva in 1800, by Ebenezer Eaton.
The Expositor was started at Geneva, Nov. 19, 1806, by James
1

The Geneva Courier was established

by John C. Merin 1830, and continued until 1833.
Its publication
was continued by Snow & Williams, Ira Merrill, Howlett & Van Valkenburgh, Cleveland & Hook, and Win-

2

rill

*

;

who

BoKert,

The Geneva
1S33.

in 1S09

changed

Gazette, and

In 1827

it

it

title

it

until Dec. 4,

of

General Advertiser. It
J. C. Merrill until
:
1839; and by Stone & Frazer a short time longer, when
it was discontinued.
It was revived in Jan. 1845
by
Ira and S. H. Parker. Geo. M. Horton was at one time
interested in its publication, and it is now published by
S. H. Parker.
The Geneva Palladium was commenced in 1816 by Young &
Crosby, and was published successively by S. P. Hull,
John T. Wilson, and
Connely, until 1828, when it
was discontinued.
The Geneva Chronicle was started in 1828 by
Jackson, and
continued 2 years.
The Independent American was published by T. C. Strong in

and

1S31.

The Geneva American was published by Franklin Cowdery
1830.

The
The
The

The
The
The

The

to

continued

The Gazette and
was published by John Greves
1837 by J. Taylor Bradt until

bore the

The

in

throp Atwell, successively, until Oct. 1854, when it
passed into the hands of William Johnson, its present
publisher. A daily paper was issued from this office
about 6 months in 1845-46.
Herald of Truth (Univ.) was started in 1834, at Geneva, by
Prescott & Chase, and continued until 1837, when it was
removed to Rochester.
Geneva Democrat was published during the campaign of
1840, by Stone & Frazer.
District School Journal, mo., was started at Geneva in 1840
by Francis Dwight, and removed to Albany in 1841.
Geneva Advertiser and Mechanics' Advocate was started in
1841 by S. Merrill & Co., semi-w., and continued 1 year.
Geneva Budget was commenced in 1862, by Sproul & Tanner, and continued 2 years.
New York State Intelligencer was published in 1848.
Ontario Whig, semi-w.. was started at Geneva by Wm. C.
Busted in 1850, and continued until 1852.
Geneva Independent and Freeman's Gazette was established
in 1851, by W. K. Fowle, and continued by Jiim until
1855, and by H. G. Moore until June, 1857. Since then
it has been published by W. K. Fowle as

The Geneva Ledger.
The Geneva Dally Union

has been published since

May 10, 1S58, by W. K. Fowle.
The Ontario Gazette and Genesee Advertiser was brought from
Geneva to Canandaigua in 1799, and published by
Lucius Carey until 1802. John Keep Gould, who then
became the publisher, changed its name to
The Western Repository and Oenesee Advertiser; and in 1803 it
was again changed to
Tfie Western depository. James D. Bemis became interested in
its publication in 1804, and in 1808 he issued it as

The Ontario Repository, and continued it until 1828. It was
published by Morse & Ward. Morse & Wilson, and Morsa
& Harvey, until 1835, and until 1840 by Chauncey
Morse. The last named was succeeded by Geo. L. Whituey, who in Jan. 1856, sold it to U. G. Moore. The fol«
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The territory lying Tvithin the limits of this co. was the chief seat of the Senecas, the most
numerous and powerful tribe of the " Six Nations." Their chief village was at Kanadesaga, upon
and just w. of the present site of Geneva, at the foot of Seneca Lake. In all the wars of the
Iroquois League the Senecas bore a conspicuous part; and especially did they incur the bitter
"
enmity of the French occupants of Canada. In 1687, De Nonville, Governor of Keto France,"
at the head of 1,600 French soldiers and 400 Indian allies, invaded the Seneca country by way
At a defile near the site of the present village of Victor
of the St. Lawrence and Lake Ontario.
an engagement ensued, resulting in the defeat of the Indians, though with great loss to the French.
De Nonville marched forward, burned the village of Gannagaro and several others, and returned.'
In the succeeding year the Senecas and their allies in turn invaded the French settlements in
Canada and took bloody revenge.*
In the progress of the wars that ensued, the Six Nations were sometimes neutral and sometimes
but the country of the Senecas was never afterward invaded by the French.
allies of the English
the Senecas espoused the English cause and in 1779 Gen. Sullivan inthe
Revolution
During
vaded their country from the s., burned their villages, destroyed their corn and orchards, and left
the most beautiful region in the Indian domains a desolate waste. At the conclusion of peace, the
force and spirit of the Indians were annihilated, and they quietly yielded to the gradual encroachments of the whites, until the last acre of their hunting grounds within the limits of this co., and
;

;

the very graves of their fathers, passed out of their possession.'

—

lowing month the office was burned and the paper
puspended. In May following it was revived as

Seaver, in his Life of Mary Jemisnn, gives the following:
"The tradition of the Seneca Indians in regard to their origin
that they broke out of the earth from a large mountain at
the head of Canandaigua Lake; and that mountain they still
venerate as the place of their birth. Thence they derive their
'
name, Ge-nun-de-wah,' or 'Great Hill,' and are called 'The
Great Hill People,' which is the true definition of the word
The.
Tiffany in 1803. In 1806 it passed into the hands of Seneca. The great hill at the head of Canandaigua Lake, from
John A. Stevens, who changed its name to
whence they sprung, is called Gennndewah, and has for a long
Ontario Messenger. It was successively pub- time past been the place where the Indians of that nation have
lished by Day & Morse, L. L. Morse, B. W. Jones, and met in council, to hold great talks and to offer up prayers to
The latter was succeeded in Nov. 1845, by the Great Spirit, on account of its having been their birthplace;
T. B. Ilohn.
Jacob J. Mattison, the present publisher.
and also in consequence of the destruction of a serpent at that
The Republican was started at Canandaigua by A. N. Phelps place, in ancient time, in a most miraculous manner, which
in 1824, and was afterward published a short time by threatened the destruction of the whole of the Senecas and
T. M. Barnum.
barely spared enough to commence replenishing the earth.
The Ontario Phoenix was issued at Canandaigua in 1827 by W. The Indians say that the fort on the big hill, or Genundewah,
W. Phelps. R. Royce became its publisher soon after, near the head of Canandaigua Lake, was surrounded by a monand changed its name to
strous serpent, whose head and tail came together at the gate.
A long time it lay there, confounding the people with its breath.
The Freeman. In 1836 it was united with The Repository.
The Clay Club, a campaign paper, was published at Canan- At length they attempted to make their escape. some with
their hominy blocks, and others with different implements of
daigua in 1844.
The Seminarian, a literary mo., was published at Canandaigua household furniture, and in marching out of the fort walked
in 18.51.
down the throat of the serpent. Two orphan children, who had
The Ontnrin Co. Times was established Jan. 1, 1852, by N. J. escaped this general destruction by being left on this side of the
and
in
1855
who
sold
to
Wilson
Milliken,
Miller,
changed fort, were informed by an oracle of the means by which they
it to
could get rid of their formidable enemy, which was to take a
The Ontario Times. In Feb. 1856, the establishment was burned small bow, and a poisoned arrow made of a kind of willow, and
and the paper susjiended. It was re-established in May with that shoot the serpent under its scales. This they did, and
following by Mr. Milliken. and is still published by him as the arrow proved effectual ; for, on its penetrating the skin, the
serpent became sick, and, extending itself, rolled down the hill,
The Vienna Republican was started at " Vienna" (now Phelps) destroying all the timber that was in its way, disgorging itself
in Jan. 18.31. by C. H. Lowre and A. Kilmer. In 1832 and breaking wind greatly as it went. At every motion a huit was published by J. 0. Balch and in 1834 changed to man head was discharged and rolled down the hill into the
The Phelps Journal. E. N. Phelps, publisher, and soon after to lake, where they lie at this day in a petrified state, having the
The Phelps Journal and Vienna Advertiser ; in 1838 to
hardness and appearance of stones: and the pagan Indians of
The. Plielps Democrat ; and again in 1845 to
the Senecas believe that all the little snakes were made of the
The Western Atlas. From 1845 until 1856 it was published by blood of the great serpent after it rolled into the lake. To this
Dillon
&
and
W.
W.
RedWashington Shaw,
Phelps,
day the Indians visit that sacred place, to mourn the loss of
field ; and since then it has been continued as
their friends and to celebrate some rites that are peculiar to
Ontario
Press.
themselves. To the knowledge of white people, there has been
The Naples Free Press was established at Naples in 1832 by no timber on the great hill since it was first discovered by them,
Waterman & Coleman, and continued 2 years.
though it lay apparently in a state of nature for a great number
The Neapolitan was started in 1840 by David Fairchild. In of years, without cultivation. Stones in the shape of Indians'
1845 it was sold to
Phelps, who changed its title to heads may be seen lying in the lake in great plenty, which are
said to be the same that were deposited there at the death of
The Naples Visitor. It was discontinued soon after.
The Village Record was publi.shed at Naples'in 1842.
the serpent. The Senecas have a tradition that previous to and
for some time after their origin at Genundewah the country,
The Naples Journal was publislied in 1^51 by R. Denton.
Star was started especially about the lakes, was thickly inhabited by a race of
Plielps ISew
civil, enterprising, and industrious people, who were totally
Sept. 3, 1858, by E. N. Phelps.
1 The commander of the
expedition claimed that he desolated destroyed by the gieat serpent that afterward surrounded the
the whole Seneca country ; but one of his officers, (La Ilonton,) great hill fort, with the assistance of others of the same species;
in giving the history of the expedition, lays no claim to a com- and that they (the Senecas) went into possession of the improveplete victory, and the Indian traditions state that only a small ments that were left. In those days the Indians thronghout
detachment of the Senecas were engaged in the battle, and that the whole country as the Senecas say spoke one language;
the French retreated before the warriors could 'rally from the but, having become considerably numerous, the before mentioned great serpent, by an unknown influence, confounded
different villages.
* In this
expedition 1000 French were killed and 26 prisoners their language, so that they could not understand each other,
which was the cause of their division into nations, as the Motaken, who were afterward burned at the stake.
* Numerous traces of ancient
occupation perhaps by a people hawks, Oneidas. Ac. At that time, however, the Senecas reare
co.
Trench
found
in
this
the
late
Indian
race
tained
the original language, and continued to occupy their
tbatpreceded
inclosures have been noticed in Canandaigua, Seneca, and other mother hill, on which they fortified themselves against their
towns. Sguier's Aboriginal Monuments of N. T., 4to ed., pp. enemies and lived peaceably, until, having offended the serpenl^
S9, 61. 62. CC.
they were cut off, as I have before remarked."

The National

Ne-iv Yorker and Ontario Repository , by II. 0. Moore and Dr. B. F. Tifft: and in
May, 18.57, it passed into the hands of Geo. L. Whitney
& Son. by whom it is now publislied.
Ontario Fieemon was establislied at Canandaigua by Isaac

is

The

—

—

—

The Ontario Republican Times.

The

Free

The

Democratic
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—

—

—

—

—
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By the terms of the charter of the colony of Mass., the region between its n. and s. boundaries,
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, was embraced and the title to this territory was claimed by Mass.
The subsequent charter of the State of New York intervened and conflicted
after the Revolution.
with this claim, from which difficulties arose, which were finally settled by commissioners at HartIt was there agreed that Mass. should cede to N. Y.
ford, Conn., on the 16th of December, 1786.
the sovereignty of all the territory claimed by the former lying within the limits of the latter, and
that N. Y. should cede to Mass. the property of the soil, or the right of the pre-emption of the soil
from the Indians. This agreement covered all that part of the State lying w. of a line running n.
;

—

from the "82d milestone," on the line between N. Y. and Penn., through Seneca Lake to Sodas
"
This line is known as the Old Pre-emption Line."^ In 1787 Mass. sold the whole of this
tract, containing 6,000,000 of acres, to Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel Gorham, for one million dollars.
Bay.

In the foUovdng spring Mr. Phelps
explore the country thus acquired.

left his

He

home

men and means to
and warriors of the Six

in Granville, Mass., vrith

collected the sachems, chiefs,

Nations at Kanadesaga, and in July, 1788, concluded with them a treaty of purchase of a tract
containing 2,250,000 acres, bounded E. by the pre-emption line, w. by a line 12 mi. w. of, and running parallel with, the Genesee River, s. by the Penn. line, and n. by Lake Ontario.'
The portion of the tract to which the Indian title had not been extinguished, constituting about
two-thirds of the original purchase, was abandoned by Messrs. Phelps and Gorham and reverted to
Mass. It was re-sold by that State to Robert Morris, in 1796, and subsequently formed what is
known as the Holland Land Purchase. In 1789, Mr. Phelps, at Canandaigua, opened the first

regular land office for the sale of land to settlers ever established in America. The system he
adopted for the survey of his lands by tovniships and ranges, with slight modifications, was adopted
by the Government for the survey of all the new lands in the U. S. When organized in 1789,

Ontario was the

w. of the

E.

first co. set

line of Phelps

from Montgomery, and embraced all that part of the State lying
and Gorham's Purchase, including what was called "The Genesee

oflF

Country."

The

was made on the

site of the Indian village of Kanadesaga, (now Geneva,) in
Canandaigua was opened, and several settlements were commenced in different parts of the co. From this period the progress of settlement was rapid, immigrants being attracted by the beautifully rolling character of the surface and the unsurpassed
Few incidents of general interest have occurred to interrupt the steady and
fertility of the soil.
continued progress of peaceful industry. The most notable of its later historical events is its being
the scene of the birth of Mormonism. Joe Smith resided for many years in Manchester and his
pretended discovery of the golden plates of the Book of Mormon was made on the 22d of September,

1787.

first

settlement

Soon after the land

office at

;

1 The
history of this Pre-emption Line is interesting. Of
course, it was mere conjecture where the line would fall as far
N. as Seneca Lake, and parties were interested to have the line
fall w. of Geneva, leaving that place and a considerable tract of
land between the Military Tract and the Mass. lands. Seth
Keed and Peter Ryckman, both of whom had been Indian tra^
ders, applied to the State of New York for a remuneration for
services rendered in some previous negotiations with the eastern
portion of the Six Nations, and proposed to take a patent for a
tract the boundaries of which should begin at a tree on the bank
of the Seneca Lake and run along the bank of the lake to the s.
nntil they should have 16,000 acres between the lake and the B.
bounds of the land ceded to Massachusetts. Their request was
acceded to and a patent issued. Thus situated, they proposed
to Messrs. Phelps and Gorham to join them in running the Preemption Line, each party furnishing a surveyor. The line was
run which is known as the " Old Pre-emption Line." Messrs.
Phelps and Gorham were much disappointed in the result, suspected error or fraud, but made no movement for a re-survey
before they had sold to the English Association. Their suspicions had at first been excited by an offer from a prominent
member of the Lessee Company for "all the lands they owned
east of the line that had been run." They were so well assured
of the fact that in their deed to Mr. Morris they specified a tract
in a gore between the line then run and the w. bounds of the
counties of Montgomery and Tioga, those counties then embracing
all of the Military Tract.
Being fully convinced of the inaccuracy of the first survey, Morris, in his sale to the English Comrun
it
anew.
The new survey was performed
to
pany, agreed
under the superintendence of Maj. Hoops, who employed Andrew
EUicott and Augustus Porter to perform the labor. A corps of
ax-men were employed, and a vista 30 feet wide opened before
the transit instrument until the line had reached the head of
Seneca Lake, when night signals were employed to run -down
and over the lake. So much pains were taken to insure correct-

—

ness that the survey was never disputed and thus the " New
Pre-emption Line" was established as the true division line between the lands of the State of New York and those that had
been ceded to Maasachusetts. In examining the old survey.
;

Major Hoops had discovered the precise points of deviation to
the westward. It had commenced soon after leaving the Pennsylvania line, gradually bearing off uutil it crossed the outlet of
the Crooked Lake, where an abrupt offset was made, and then
an inclination for a few miles almost in a n. w. course then, as
if fearful that it was running w. farther than was necessary to
secure a given object, the line was made to incline to the E.
until it passed the foot of Seneca Lake, when it was run nearly
N. and 8. to Lake Ontario.
All this will bo observed upon any
of the old maps. It will at once bo perceived that the site of
Geneva the 16,000 acres of Keed and
Ryckman^had caused
more than a usual variation of the surveyor's compass. Judge
" Geneva was then a small
Porter's explanation is as follows
settlement, beautifully situated on the Seneca Lake, rendered
quite attractive by its lying beside an old Indian settlement in
which there was an orchard."
The Old Pre-emption Line terminated on Lake Ontario, 3
mi. w. of Sodus Bay, and the new line very near the center
of the head of the bay. With the exception of the abrupt variations that have been noticed, the old line, parting from the true
meridian about 5 rai. s. of the Chemung River, bears .off graduThe strip of
ally until it reaches the shore of Lake Ontario.
land between the two lines was called " The Gore." In addition
to the patent granted to Reed and Ryckman, the State had presumed the original survey to be correct, and made other grants,
and allowed the location of military land warrants upon what
had been made disputed territory. As an equivalent to the purchasers of this tract, compensation lands were granted by the
State in the present towns of Wolcott and Galen, Wayne co.
"
2 The w.
boundary of this tract was a line beginning in the
northern line of Penn., due south of the corner or point of land
made by the confluence of the Genesee River and the Canaseraga
Creek; thence north on said meridian line to the corner or
thence northwardly along
point, at the confluence aforesaid
the waters of the Genesee River to a point two miles north of
Can.awagus Village; thence running due west twelve miles;
thence running northwardly, so as to be twelve miles distant
from the western bounds of said river, to the shore of Lake 0\^
ta.no."— TurTier's Phdps and Gorham Purchoit.
;

—

:

—

;
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Brigham Young -was also a long time a resident of Canandaigua
was formed at Fayette, in the adjoining co. of Seneca, in 1830.

BRISTOLi' — Tvas
annexed
s.
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to

formed in Jan. 1789.

Richmond, March

w. of the center of the co.

The highest

23, 1848,

South Bristol was taken

and restored Feb.

Its surface consists of

25, 1852.

;

and the

first

Mormon

1838, and a part waa
an interior town, lying

off in

It is

a series of ridges, gradually declining to the N.
These ridges are divided by the deep

points are about 500 feet above the valleys.

The declivities that border upon these streams in the s.
valleys of Mud Creek and Egypt Brook.
part are usually very steep. The soil is a rich alluvial upon the intervales and disintegrated slate
and shale among the hills. Bristol Center (p. v.) contains 30 houses; Baptist Hill*
(Bristol p. 0.) 25; and IMuttonrille^ 15.
Eg-ypt is a hamlet in the s. e. part. Gamaliel
Wilder and Joseph Gilbert settled in 1788, at what was called the " Old Indian Orchard."* The
first religious services were
performed by Rev. Zadock Ilunn, in 1793. There are now 4 churches
in town.*

CAIVADICE*—was

formed from Richmond, April 15, 1829, and a part was annexed to RichIts surface consists of a high, broken
s. w. corner town of the co.
upland
separated into two ridges by Canadice Lake. The w. ridge, known as Bald Hill, is bordered by
The highest summits are about 700 feet above
steep declivities, and the e. by more gradual slopes.
Honeoye Lake. The principal streams are the Canadice Inlet and Outlet and the Honeoye Inlet.
The soil in the valleys is a clayey loam upon the declivities of the hills it is mostly disintegrated

mond

in 1836.

It is the

;

shale and slate, and upon the summits in the

Canadice Corners
settlement

s.
part it consists of gravelly loam and black muck.
forming the business center of the town. The first
Kimball, in 1807.'' There are now 3 churches in town.'

(p.o.) is a hamlet,

was made by

CAWAIUDAIGITA'—was

formed Jan. 27, 1789, and a part annexed to Gorham, March 16,
town of the co., lying upon the w. and n. shores of Canandaigua Lake.
The surface is hilly in the s., but level or gently rolling in the n. The highest summits are about
600 feet above the lake. Canandaigua Outlet, Beaver Creek, and Stevens Brook are the principal
streams.
The soil is a clayey loam in the n. and a deep, gravelly loam in the s., and in fertility
1824.

It is the central

this tovra ranks

among

the

first

in the State.

Canandaig'ua,

(p. v.,) situated at

the outlet

of Canandaigua Lake, is an important station on the N. Y. C. R. R., and a terminus of the N. F.
& C. Branch and of the E. J. & C. R. R.
daily steamer connects it with Naples, at the head
of the lake.
It contains the co. buildings,'" a State Arsenal," 5 churches, an academy,'^ a female

A

It was incorp. April
seminary,'^ a private lunatic asylum," 3 newspaper offices, and a bank.
18, 1815, and has a pop. of 4,154.'*
Chesbire, (p. v.,) in the s. part, contains 20 dwellings.
Centerfield (p.o.) is a hamlet, and
near the s. line, is a p.o. "Wm. Morgan, of

Academy,

masonic notoriety, was imprisoned at Canandaigua previous to his disappearance.'® Settlement
was commenced in 1788, by Phelps and Gorham and their associates, and considerable accessions
were made in 1789 and '90." The first religious service at Canandaigua was held in 1789, by
1 Named from Bristol
co., Mass., from which the first settlers
*
came.
* So named because a
Baptist church waa erected there at an

early date.
8 Derives its name from the establishment of a tallow
chandlery
there some years since. 30,000 sheep have been slaughtered
there in a year.
* William
Gooding and George Codding settled in 1789, James,
Elnathan, and George Gooding in 1790, and Alden Sears and
John, George, Farmer, Burt, and William Codding in 1792. The
first store and tavern were opened by Stephen Sisson, in 1793
Gamal. Wilder built the first gristmill, in 1790. Thomas Hunn
taught the first school, in 1790. Cornelius McCnim waa the
;

first child born.
6

Bap., Cong., M. E., and Univ.
• This name is a
corruption of the Indian name of Canadice
Lake.
' Soon after, John Wilson settled at the head of Canadice
Lake, and John Richardson, John Wheeler, Samuel Spencer,
and And. Ward near Canadice Corners. The first tavern was
kept by Llewelyn Davis and Severance & Ford opened the
The first sawmill was built at the head of Canadice
first store.
I^ake, by .John Algur.
8 M. E., Meth.
Prot., and Wes. Meth.
• This name was derived from
Gan-»-dar-que, a village built
by the Seneca Indians on the present site of the village of Canandaigua. It signifies a chosen spot.
"* In one of the courtrooms is a collection of
portraits of the
prominent first settlers and residents of the co.: viz., of Oliver
;

Phelps, Gen. Peter B. Porter, Augustus Porter, Philip Church,
W.idsworth. James Wadsworth, Abner Barlow, Moses Atwater, Micah Brooks, Vincent Mathews, Walter Hubbell, John C.
Spencer, John Greig, Nathl. Rochester, Jos. Parish, Red Jacket,
Judge Fitzhugh, Ambrose Spencer, Wm. Williams, M.D., N. W.
Howell, Wm. Wood, Stephen A. Dougla.s, Daul. Barnard, and H.
Welles. Among other distinguished residents of Canandaigua
were Hon. Gideon Granger, P. M. Gen. under Jeflerson's administration, his son, Francis Granger, P. M. Gen. under Harrison's administration, the late Hon. M. H. Sibley, and Hon. J. K. Giddings.
11 This arsenal was authorized before the war, and
1,000 stand
of arms were ordered to be deposited there, Feb. 12, 1808.
13 This
academy was founded in 1795, by Gorham and Phelps.
It is in a prosperous condition.
13 The Ontario Female
Seminary was founded in 1825. Its
buildings are commodious, and pleasantly situated upon grounds
containing 7 acres. The number of students in 1857 was 311.
1*
Brigham Hall, incorp. in 1859, is about 1 mi. s. w. of the
courthouse. The grounds consist of 70 acres, and the buildings,
with accommodations for 80 patients, are located in a beautiful
grove of 16 acres.
16 The CO.
Agricultural Society has a lot containing 10 acres
i^ See
within the village limits, with suitable buildings.
p. '.i'£i.
17
Among the settlers in 17S9 were Joseph Smith, Israel
Chapin, Nathaniel Gorham, jr., Frederick Saxton, Beijjamiii
Gardner, Daniel Gates, Daniel Brainard, Martin Dudley, and
James D. Fish. The first birth was that of Oliver Phelps Uic«;
and the first death, that of Caleb Walker, both in 1790. Samuel
Gardner opened the first store; and the first school was taught

Wm.
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Kev. John Smith. The first church (St. Matthew's, Epis., now St. John's) was organized Feb. 4,
1799 the Cong, church was formed Feb. 25, 1799. The census reports 10 churches in town.^
;

EAST BI>003IFIEI.D—was formed Jan. 27, 1789, as "BloomfieW Mendon and Victor
were taken off in 1812; its name was changed and West Bloomfield was taken off in 1833. It is
an interior town, lying n. w. of the center of the co. Its surface is rolling, with a gentle inclinaThe ridges are 50 to 600 feet above the valleys. The principal streams
tion toward the n.
are the Mud, Fish, and Hog Hollow Creeks. The soil is a deep, fertile,
gravelly loam, in places
«ixed with clay. Griffitlis Mills in the e. and Brag Tillage in the s. e. part are hamlets.
«East Bloomfield, (p. v.,) f of a mi. from East Bloomfield Station, on the N. Y. Central R. R.,
contains 3 churches, an academy,'' manufactories of agricultural implements and carriages.
Pop. 590.
This township having been purchased of Phelps and Gorham by a company from Berkshire co.,
Mass., its settlement was commenced in the spring of 1789.' There are 4 churches in town;* the
first (Cong.) was formed Sept. 8, and
organized Nov. 15, 1795, by Rev. Zadock Hunn. The first
church edifice in all Western N. Y. was erected in this town in 1801.
FARMI^VGTOX*—was

formed Jan. 27, 1789.

the N. border of the co., w. of the center.

Manchester was taken

off in 1821.

It lies

ou

Its surface is

nearly level in the s., but in the n. it is
broken by drift ridges which rise to a height of 50 to 100 feet above the general surface. The declivities of these ridges toward theN.,E., and w. are
generally steep, but toward the s. they become
gradual slopes. The streams are Mud and Beaver Creeks and Black Brook.
strip of land

A

embracing about 3 tiers of lots, has a clay soil. North of this is a marshy
region and farther n. the soil is a gravelly loam and very productive, with good proportions of
arable, meadow, and grazing lands throughout the town.
Salem, (Farmington p. o.,) a
Brownvillc (Nortons Mills p. o.) is a hamlet.
village in the n. part, contains 206 inhabitants.
East Farmington and West Farmington are p. offices. The settlement was commenced in 1789, by Friends from Berkshire, Mass., among whom were Nathan Couistx)ck, his sons
Otis and Darius, and Robert Hathaway.* The first house of worship was erected by the Friends,
in 1804.
There are now 2 churches in town Friends and Wes. Meth.
across the

s.

part,

;

Wew

;

GORDAW—was formed Jan.

" Easion." Its name was
changed to "Lincoln,"
Hopewell was taken off in 1822. A part of Canandaigua was annexed in 1824. It lies upon the e. shore of Canandaigua Lake, s. e. of the center of
the CO.
Its surface is rolling, the ridges rising in gradual slopes to a height of 25 to 200 feet above
the valleys. Flint Creek is the principal stream. The soil in the e. part is principally a gravelly
loam, and in the w. it consists of clay, and is generally fertile and productive.
(p. v.,)
3 mi. from the Gorham. Station, on the C. & E. R. R., contains 3 churches and 310 inhabitants.
Reeds Corners (p. v.) contains 3 churches and about 20 houses. The first settlement was
made at Reeds Corners, in 1789, by James Wood.' There are now 6 churches in town.'"
27, 1789, as

April 17, 1806, and to Gorham, April

6,

1807.

Gorbam/

HOPEWELiIi—was
of the center of the co.

formed from Gorham, March 29, 1822.

The

surface

is

an interior town, lying e.
with a northerly inclination.

It is

level or gently undulating,

Canandaigua Outlet, Fall Creek, and Fall Brook are its principal streams. The soil is a sandy
and gravelly loam in the w., and the same mixed with clay in the center and e. It is very fertile
and highly cultivated. Ctaapinville, (p. v.,) a station on the N. Y. C. R. R., contains a
church and about 30 dwellings Uope^vell Center (p. v.) contains 1 church and 16 dwellings.
;

*
by Major Wallis, in 1792. There were in that year 30 families
Cong., M. E., Prot. E., and R. C.
6 Named from
in town. The Legislature granted, March 31, 1804, to Levi SteFarmington, Conn. It was formed by the Court
.Tason
and
Parker
the
sole right of running stages from of General Sessions.
phens
8
Utica to this place for a term of 7 years. The trip was to be
Early in 1790, Nathan Aldrich, Isaac Hathaway, Nathan
performed twice a week, from June to October, within 4S hours, Herendun, Welcome Herendeen, John McCumber, and Joshua
and at the rate of 4 cts. a mi. if with R or more passengers. A Herington, from the same place, joined the infant settlement,
similar monopoly was granted, April 6, 1807, for 7 years, to John and were followed by 18 others the same year. Jacob and JoMetcalf, between this place and Buffalo.
seph Smith built a gristmill in 179.3, and "the first sawmill, in
1 The census
reports 2 Bap., 2 Prot. E., 2 M. E., Cong., Free 179.i. Tlie first birth was that of Welcome Herendeen. in 1790
Will Bap., Christian, and K. C.
the first marriage, that of Otis Comstock and Huldah Freeman,
«
Incorp. April 9, 1838. The average number of students is 100. in 1792; and the first death, that of Elijah Smith, in 1793.
' Deacon John Adams and his sons, John.
T Named in honor of Nathaniel Gorham.
William, Abner,
8
•Jonathan, and .Joseph, his sons-in-law, Ephraim Rue and Ixiren
Formerly called ''Btthel."
»
Moses
Lot
Gunn,
Rue, John Barnes.
Hull, and Elijah Rose,
Parley Gates, from Mass., settled on Lot 49 in 1796 and soon
Roger Sprague, and Asa Hickox moved in with their families after, Oliver Howard and Henry Greene, from Oneida co.. N. Y.,
in 1789. The first death was that of Lot Rue, in 1793; the first and Samuel and Silas Reed, Elijah Hurd. and others, came in.
marriage and the first upon the Phelps and Gorham Purchase The first tavern was kept by William Sherwood, at Reeds Corwas that of Benj. Goss and a daughter of George Codding. ners, in 1800 the first gristmill was buUt by Levi Benton and
The first sawmill was erected on Mud Creek, in 1790. by Gen. the first sawmill, by Buckley & Ci-aft, in 1SU7. Timothy Moort
Fellows; and the first store was opened in 1806, by Norton & taught the first school, in 1802.
io'2 Bap., Cong., Prot. E, Presb., and M. E.
Deacb. laura Adams taught the first school, in 1794.
;

;

—

—

;

:

V,
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IIopeiTCll is a p. 0. Little Villc is a hamlet in the s, w. corner of tl^j town. Settlements were
made in 1789-90.^ There are 5 churches in town;" the first church (Presb.) was formed in 1808.

MAItfCpESTER—was
was changed April

16, 1822.

formed from Farmington,

ISIarch 31, 1821, as ''Burt,"

and

its

name

upon the n. border of the co., e. of the center. Its surface is
nearly level in the s., but is occupied by irregular sand and gravel ridges of the drift formation in
the N. Canandaigua Outlet, Fall Creek, and Black Brook are the
The soil is
principal streams.
a gravelly loam and is very productive. Ih'draulic limestone is quarried on "the Outlet." There
It lies

are 3 flouring mills in town. Clifton Spring's, (p. v.,) incorporated in 1859, a station on the
N. Y. C. R. R., is situated in the e. part of the town. Pop. 340. At this place are the celebrated
Clifton Mineral Springs and an extensive water cure establishment.'
(p. v.)
contains 374 inhabitants ; Sliortsville (p. v.) contains 35 dwellings and a large distillery and

Mancbester

;

Foi't Gibson,

(p. v.,)

tains 18 dwellings.

on the Erie Canal, 50 dwellings

Plainsville (Gypsum

;

Manchester Center

p. o.) contains

(p. v.)

Coonsville

12 houses.

con-

contains

The first settlement was made in 1793, by Stephen
mill, plaster mill, and 12 houses.
Jared, Joel Phelps, and Joab Gillett.* Rev. David Irish preached in Manchester in Jan. 1797,
and in Feb. following a Bap. society was organized. There are now 8 churches in town.* Joe
Smith, the Mormon prophet, resided in this town with his father and Mormon Hill, the place
a flouring

;

where the gold Bible was found,

is

situated a

little n.

w. of the center of the town.®

—^was

formed Jan. 27, 1789, as " MiddUtoion." The name was changed April 6,
off in 1815, and a part of Springwater in 1816,
It is the extreme s. town
consists of a hilly and elevated upland, broken by the narrow and
deep
The summits of the hills
valleys of Canandaigua and Honeoye Inlets and Grindstone Creek.
are 600 to 1000 feet above the surface of the lake and 1300 to 1700 feet above tide. Their declivities bordering on the streams are
generally very steep. High Point and Hatch Hill are the
highest summits. The soil upon the hills consists of clay and gravel mixed with disintegrated
slate and shale; and in 'the valleys it is a rich,
gravelly loam mixed with alluvium. Fruit growing is receiving much attention. Peaches are produced in great abundance; and an experiment
is being made in the cultivation of
Over 30 acres are
grapes, which promises to be successful.
now devoted to this object, and very satisfactory results have been realized. JVaples, (p. v.,)
on the Canandaigua Inlet, 4 mi. from the lake, contains 5 churches and 3 flouring mills.
Pop. 700. The first settlement was commenced in 1790, by a company from Berkshire co., Mass.,
by whom the town was purchased from Phelps and Gorham." The first sermon was preached by
Rev. Zadock Hunn, in June, 1792.'

IVAPIiES^

Italy was taken
of the CO. The surface

1808.

—was

formed in 1796, under the act of Jan. 27, 1789. A part -was annexed to
April 11, 1823. It is the n. e. corner tovni of the co. Its surface is rolling,
the ridges rising in gentle slopes 20 to 100 feet above the valleys. The highest point is 300 feet
above Canandaigua Lake. The soil in the e. is a sandy loam with a clay subsoil, in the n. a

PHEIjPS^*'

Lyons, (Wayne

co.,)

mixed sandy and clayey loam, and in the w. a sandy and coarse gravelly loam, all highly productive.
Canandaigua Outlet, the principal stream, flows e. and n. through the center. Along its
course are extensive quarries of gypsum and water limestone. In the town are quarries of Onon
1

jr.,

the first settlers were Daniel Gates, Daniel Warner,
Sweet. Ezra Piatt, Samuel Day, George and Israel Chapin,
Frederick FoUett, Benj. Wells, and Thomas Sawyer, mostly

Hydrosulphuric and carbonic acids are also found in small

Among

quantities.

Nathan Pierce and John McLouth, from Berkshire, Mass.,
the town in 1795
and John Van Fleet, Jedediah
Dewey, Benjamin Barney, William Mitchell, and Peleg Ttedfield
soon after. Sharon Boothe and a daughter of Joab Gillett wi>re
*

—

from Mass., and William Wyckoff, from Penn. The first child
Benj. Wells, jr. was born Feb. 4, 1791. Calvin Bacon taught
the first school, in 1792. The first tavern was kept by Ezra
Piatt and the first mill was built by Oliver Phelps and Israel

settled in

Chapin, in 1789.

Shortsville, in 1804;

3 M. E., Wea. Meth., and Presb.
8 A hotel was erected in
1806, as a dispensary and the water
cure was established in 1S50, by a companj" organized for that
purpose, with a capital of |45,000. It has accommodations for
150 patients, and is largely patronized. The water of the spring
was analyzed in 1852, by Dr. Chilton, of N. Y., with the following
result in grains to 1 quart:
17..30 grs.
Sulphate of lime

Burton.

—

married in 1793.

;

2

5

;

"

"

magnesia

« soda,
Carbonate of lime
"
"
magnesia
Chloride of sodium
"
« calcium
"
"
m.ignesia
Organic matter

Total

4.12
1.94
2.42
3.28
2..32

1.02
1.02
trace.

33.42

"

"

"
"
"

«
"

Theophilus Short erected the first mill, at
and the first store was opened by Nathan
t,aught the first school, in 1800.
2 Bap., 3 M, E., 2 Prot. Meth., and a Univ.

Elam Crane

6 See
p. 494.
Originally called "Watkinstmvn.^ from Wm. Watkins, of
Berkshire, Mass., one of the purchasers under Phelps and Oor
ham, and called by the Indians Nun'da-wa-o, great hill.
8 In Feb.
1790, Samuel, Reuben, and Levi Parish, with theii
'

—

"

:

came in; and in April following, Nathan .nnd AVm.
Watkins. John Johnson, Jonathan Lee, and Willi.Tm Clark,
with their families, 30 persons in all. The first birth was that
of Phineas P. Lee; and the first marriage, that of Benj. Clark
and Thankful Watkins, in 1795. The first sa-(\Tnill was erected
Susann.Hh Parish
in 1792, by Benj. Clark and Jabez Metcalf.
taught the first school, in 1792. Slyron H. Clark, late Governor
of the State, was born in this town," Oct. 23, 1806.
9 There are 5 churches in town
Bap., M. E., Presb., Wea.
families,

;

Meth., and Chri-stian.
10 Named from Oliver
Phelps, one of the original proprietors of
the town.
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on Flint Creek, near its junction with the
daga and cornlferous Uliestone. Plielps,^ (p. v.,)
Canandajo-ua Outlet, was incorp. Jan. 2, 1855. It contains a union school, newspaper office, and
Orleans (p. v.) is situated on Flint Creek. Pop. 218. Oaks
G churches. Pop. 1,278,
Corners (p. o.) contains 15 houses.^ J. D. Robinson, from Claverack, Columbia co., settled at
first resident preacher he held services in schoolhouses
Phelps in 1789.^ Rev. S. Goodale was the
and dwellings before any church edifice was erected. The first church (Presb.) was built in 1804.*
;

KICHJIO^VD —was

formed in 1796, as "Pittsioion." Its name was changed to "Honeoye"
11, 1815. Canadice was taken off in 1829.
part of CanaApril C,
but these last
dice was annexed April 30, 1836, and parts of Bristol and South Bristol in 1848
were restored in 1852. It lies upon the w. border of the co., s. of the center. It consists of a
nearly square portion of land lying near the foot of Honeoye Lake, and a narrow strip extending
along the e. shore of that lake and its inlet to the s. border of the co.* A wide valley occupies the
center, opening toward the n., and surrounded by hills from 50 to 200 feet high on the 3 remaining
The southern strip is very hilly, the summits rising 500 feet above the surface of the lake.
sides.
Honeoye and Hemlock Outlets and Egypt Brook are the principal streams. The soil upon the
lowlands is clay, upon the hills a sandy loam mixed with clay. Much attention is given to improving the breeds of cattle and sheep and it is the largest wool growing town in the co., and sec1808, and to

A

Richmond April

;

;

ond

in the State.

Honeoye,

Honeoye Lake, is the business center of the
and Aliens Mill" (p. o.) are hamlets. This
town was purchased of Phelps and Gorham by a company and the first settlement was made by
Capt. Peter Pitts and his sons William and Gideon, in 1789.'' There are 5 churches in town.^

town.

Pop. 244.

(p. v.,) at

Ricliniond Mills

the foot of

(p. o.)

;

SEIVECA—was

formed in 1793, under the act of Jan. 27, 1789. It is the s. E. corner town of
lying upon the w. shore of Seneca Lake.' The surface is beautifully rolling, the ridges
The shores of the lake are bluffs about 100 feet above
rising 20 to 200 feet above the valleys.
The streams are Flint and Keshong Creeks and Burralis and Castle
the surface of the water.
the

CO.,

The soil is a deep, rich loam, consisting of sand, gravel, and clay mixed together, the
gravel predominating upon the ridges. The soil is admirably adapted to the production of
fruit trees, and the business of the nursery has become one of the leading pursuits in the town.
Brooks.

Two

Com

large nursery establishments are located within the limits of the village of Geneva.

merce and manufactures receive considerable

attention.

Geneva,^

(p. v.,) incorp.

April

4,

1800,

It contains a flourishing union school,'" a largo
beautifully situated at the foot of Seneca Lake.
It is also the seat of Hobart Free
private boarding school,^^ 3 newspaper offices, and 9 churches.
The Geneva Water Cure and Hygienic Institute is finely situated near the center of the
College.'^

is

village.

A daily line of

steamers connects this place with the upper ports upon Seneca Lake.

Pop. 5,057. Castleton, (Seneca Castle p.o.,) on Flint Creek, in the n.w. part, contains 2
churches and 35 dwellings. Flint Creek, (p.o.,) Halls Corners, (p.o.,) and Stanleys
"
1
Formerly called Vienna."
2 The culture of
raspberries has recently been Introduced in
this -vicinity, and promises to be successful.
8 N. Sanborn.
Gould,
Pierce, Philetns Swift, and
Elihu Grander, from Conn., settled in town in 1V89; Thaddeus
Oaks, Seth Dean, Oliver and Charles Humphrey, .Tohn Salisbury,
Nicholas Pulleu, Walter Chase, and Elias D'icl<inson in 1791
John Patten and David Boyd in 1792; Jonathan Melvin in 1793;
and John Sherman, Joseph and Lodowick Vandeniark, and John
and Patrick Burnett in 1794. Henry H. Robinson was the first
child born in town; and the first marriage was that of Philetns
Swift and Sally Dean, in 1793. Thaddeus Oaks opened the first
tavern, in 1793 ; and the first saw and grist mills were built by
Seth Dean.
i There are 10 churches in
town ; 4 Bap., 3 Presb., 2 M. E.,
and a Prot. Epis.
5 Thi.s
strip was added to the town in consequence of its position, high mountain ridaes .separating it from the business centers of both Canadice and South Bristol.
' Named in honor of Nathaniel Allen.
Mr. Allen was among
;

•

first settlers, and established the first blacksmith's
.shop at
Xllens Hill. Subsequently ho was sheriff of Ontario co. in 1812
he was a member of the Assembly during the War of 1812 he
was army paymaster; and in 1819 he was elected member of
Congress from the 21st district.
Tin 1795, Lemuel and Cyrus Chipman, Philip Reed, Levi
Blackmer, Nathaniel Harmon, Pierce Chamberlain, Asa Denison, and Isaac Adams, fiom Vermont, settled in town. Capt.
Pitts opened the first tavern; and the first saw and grist
mills were built by Thomas Morris, in 1795. Upon the division of the lands, Ca|it. Pitts secured 3,000 acres at the foot of
Honeoye Lake, embracing the flats and a cleared field which
had been the site of an Indian village destroyed by Sullivan's
army. Louis Philippe, during his travels in this country, spent
a night in the log house of Capt. Pitts; and subsequently the

fhe

;

;

Duke de Liancourt and
him a visit.

suite

went from Canandaigua

to

make

Prot. Epis., Prot. Meth., and Wes. Meth.
village is justly celebrated for the beauty of its situation ; and perhaps no village in the co. in this respect has been
so generally and enthusiastically praised by tourists. For many
years it was one of the leading business places in Central N. Y ;
but the completion of the r. r. lines has turned a large share of
the business into other channels.
1" This union school was one of the first established in the
State, and for a long time was taken as a model in establishing
others. It early contained an academic department that enjoyed
an excellent reputation. The schools of the village are now graded,
and embrace a complete common school and academic course.
11 The Walnut Hill
Seminary, for boys, is a flourishing instituFor particulars see p. 741.
tion of its kind.
12
Formerly Geneva College. It was incorp. In 1825, and waa
established mainly through the influence of Bishop Hobart,
whose name it bears. A medical department was organized in
1836. The trustees and members of the College Faculty aro
generally members of the Prot. Epis. church. From the be8 2
Cong.,
9 This

ginning, however, the college has been equally open to

all

;

and

now free to all, no charge being made for tuition and room
rent.
It has now two large buildings for the use of students
one for libraries and lecture rooms, one for a chapel and a
spacious bnildiug for the use of the medical department. The
college has a president, 4 professors, an assistant professor, and
a resident fellow, who takes part in the business of instruction ;
it is

—

and the medical department has a Faculty of 6

professors.

—

lu

1859 the number of students in the free classes was 85. The
aggregate value of the college property is about $160,000. Tho
college buildings are beautifully situated in the s. part of tho
village, on a bluff which overlooks Seneca Lake. The college
grounds contain above 12 acres. In 1858 the whole number of
graduates in arts was 246 and in medicine 520.
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was commenced

in 1787,

upon the

site

of the

Indian village of Kanadesaga, by immigrants from New England.^ This village was situated at
the foot of Seneca Lake, where Geneva now is; and for several years after Geneva had become a

was called '^Kanadesaga." An ancient fortification, known
was covered with large forest trees upon the first settlement
of the town. Another beautiful ground, called the "Old Castle," is about 1^ mi. n.w. of Geneva.
It is covered by an Indian orchard, and the ground has never been plowed, because of a stipulation to that efiect made with the Indians in the treaty of purchase.' It contains an Indian burial
ground and in one corner may be traced a trench of an ancient stockaded fortification. Here
was the largest Indian settlement in "Western New York, and it is still a place of much interest to
place of considerable importance
as Fort Hill, is located on lot 58.

it

It

;

—

the few remaining descendants of the once powerful Five Nations. Many relics as stone hatchets,
arrow heads, pipes, &c. are found in the vicinity of "Old Castle." As early as 1765, the Rev.
Samuel Kirkland came on a mission to the Indians at Kanadesaga.* The first church (Presb.) was

—

organized in 1798

;

and the

first settled

SOUTH BRISTOIi—was

minister

formed from

was Rev. Jedediah Chapman.*

Bristol,

March

8,

1838.

It lies

upon the w. shore

of Canandaigua Lake, s. w. of the center of the co. The surface consists of an elevated upland,
The sumdivided into 4 ranges by the valleys of Grindstone and Mud Creeks and Egypt Brook.

mits of the ridges are about 1000 feet above the lake, and the declivities are very steep. The
The soil is a mixture of clay and disintegrated
blufi"s upon the lake shore are 300 to 400 feet high.
slate.
Although the soil is rich and productive, the hilly character of the town has tended to retard

Cold Spring (South Bristol p. o.) is a hamlet about a mi. from Canandaigua
Frost Hill is a hamlet in the w. part. Gamaliel Wilder, from Mass., purchased this

settlement.

its

Lake.

township from Phelps and Gorham, and settled at Wilburs Point, on Canandaigua Lake, in 1789.'^
Indian orchard on the lake shore at this point induced him to settle here. Rev. Mr. Rolph
was the first settled minister. There is now but 1 church (Presb.) in town.

An

VICTOR —was formed from
The

N. part is occupied

A ridge of

by the

Bloomfield,

drift ridges,

26, 1812.

May

which

rise

50

w. cc^ner town of the co.
150 feet above the general surface.

It is the n.

to

100 to 280 feet in height extends across the s. part in a general e. and w. direction.
principal streams are Irondequoit, Mud, Hog Hollow, and Fish Creeks, and Trout Brook.
soil in the center and N. is a light, sandy and gravelly loam, but in the s. e. it is principally
It is particularly adapted to the cultivation of potatoes and root crops.
Victor,'' (p. v.,)
clay.

The
The

near the center, contains about 75 dwellings. The Indian village of Gannagaro, which was destroyed by the Marquis de Nonville, was situated near this place.^ Fishers (p. o.) is a station
The
on the N. Y. C. R. R., in the w. part; and East Victor is a hamlet, on Mud Creek
settlement was commenced in 1789, by immigrants from Stockbridge, Mass. Among the first
were Enos and Jared Boughton, and Jacob Lobdell.^ Rev. Reuben Parmelee, from Goshen, the
first settled minister, came to the town in 1798.*"

first

TVEST BliOOMFIELiO—was formed from Bloomfield, Feb. 11, 1833. It lies upon the w.
A ridge 200 to 300 feet high, forming the declivity of a southern
co., n. of the center.

border of the

The surface is gently undulating. The soil is a deep, rich,
gravelly loam mixed with clay. In the s. part there is a spring of inflammable or carburetted
Hloosnhydrogen gas. Tile and earthenware are manufactured to some extent in town.

terrace, extends across the n. part.

West

fleld

(p. V.) is

a village of 350 inhabitants," situated 1| mi.

Station on the K. J. & C. K. R.
the first settlers were Horatio Jones, Asa Kansom,
Lark Jennings, Dr. Benton. Peter Ryckman, Peter Bortte, Col.
Seth Reed, and Dorainick Debartzch, an Indian trader. Jonathan Whitney, Jonathan Oaks, Benjamin Tuttle, Phineas Stone,
and John Reed settled in 1788 and '89; Solomon and William
Gates, Thomas Densmore, Solomon Weaver, and Oliver Wliitmore in 1790 , and Adam, Christian, Christopher, and George
Fisher in 1791. Lark Jennings kept the first tavern, in 1788;
the first gristmill was erected by Cornelins Roberts and the
1

Gorham

2

Among

;

sawmill, by P. B. Wisner, in 1798. The first marriage was
Dr. Joel Prescott and Miss Phila Reed; and the first
school was taught by Samuel Wheaton, in 1792.
3 For
many years after this purchase the Indians came regularly at plowing time and watched this orchard, to see that the
stipulation was not broken.
*
Subsequently Mr. Kirkland was commissioned by the State
of Mass. to treat with the Indians; and he conducted the treaty
of purchase between them and Phelps and Gorham, in 1788; and
afterward he acted aa Indian agent for 30 years at Canandaigua.
first

tliat of

6

s.

of the

W.

Bloomfield Station, on

There are 12 churches in town

2 Prot. E., 2 Presb., 2 Asso.
M. E., Bap., Ref. Prot. D., Univ., and R. C.
the other early settlers who came in soon after Mr.
Wilder, between 1789 and 1796, were Theophilus and Matthew
Allen, Joseph Gilbert, Jared Tuttle, Peter Ganiard, Levi Austin.
Nathaniel Hatch, and their families. Mr. Wilder buill the fir.st
sawmill, the first gristmill, and distillery, at Wilburs Point, in
1795. He also erected the first public house, in 1808, which lie
conducted for 9 years. Dr. Hewitt and George Wilder opened
the first store, in 1828. The first school was taught by Joanna
Forbes. Eli Allen was the first child born, in 1793.
1 Called
by the Indians Ga-o'sa-ga-o, in the basswood country.
8 See
page 493.
9 Levi
Boughton and Rufus Dryer settled at Boughton Hill,
in 1790. The first birth was that of Frederick Boughton, in
June, 1791 and the first marriage, that of Zebulon Norton and
Miss Boughton. The first tavern was opened at Boughton Hill,
by Hezekiah Boughton, in 1792 and the first sawmill was built
the same year, by Enos and Jared Boughton.
10 There are 3 churches in town
Cong., M. E., and Univ.
n Called by the Indians Ga-uun'da-ak, village on a hilltop.
Ref. Presb., 2

Among

;

;

;

;
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on the Honeoye Outlet, and Millers
The territory forming this town
Corners, (TaylorsTille
was purchased by Amos Ilall,^ Robert Taft, Nathan Marvin, and Ebenezer Curtis and the first
settlement was made by them in 1189.'^ The first religious services were held in 1793.^
the N. Y. C. R. R.

IVovtIi

Bloomfield,

p. o.,)

(p. v.,)

in the E. part, are R. R. stations.

;

Acres of Land, Valuation, Pojpulation, Dwellings, Families, FreeTiolders, Sclwols, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic 3Iamifactures, of Ontario County.
Acres of Land.

Names

of Towns.

Biistol

Canadice
Canaiidaigua
East Bloomfield..
Farmiiigton

Gorham
Hopewell
Manchester
Naples
Phelps
rsichinond

Seneca
.*outli Bristol

Victor
West Bloomfield
Total

,

OKANGE COUNTY.
This county was formed Nov. 1, 1G83. Rockland was taken
1798, and a portion was annexed from Ulster the same year.

upon the w. bank

of the

Hudson,

s. e.

off in

It lies

of the center of the State.

It

centrally distant 90 miles from Albany, and contains 838 sq. mi.
The surface is mountainous upon the s. e. and n. w. borders, and a
is

upland through the center. The Matteawan or South Mts.
extend in several parallel ranges from the N. J. line n. e. to the
" The
Hudson, ending in the rocky and precipitous bluffs known as
summits
an
attain
elevation of 1,000 to
Highlands." The highest

rolling

1,500

ft.

above

known by

tide.

several

The ranges and peaks of these mountains are
The whole region included
namcs.^

distinct

between these ranges consists of steep and precipitous rocky peaks
The Shawanravines, a small portion only being susceptible of cultivation.
extends from Delaware River n. e. through the n. w. corner of the co. It is a

and narrow winding

gunk Mt. Range

high, unbroken range, precipitous upon the w., but with more gradual slopes upon the e. The
highest summits are 1,500 to 1,900 ft. above tide. The extreme n. w;. corner of the co. is occupied
by the series of highlands extending from the Delaware into Sullivan co. The central portion of
CO., lying between the two mountain systems, is a rolling upland, broken in many places by
abrupt and isolated hills and the deep valleys of streams. This whole region, comprising more
than one-half of the entire surface of the co., is susceptible of cultivation, and foi-ms a fine agricul-

the

tural district.

Along the s. w. border, extending through several towns and into N. J., is a low, flat region, lying
upon the streams, and known as the "Drowned Lands." This tract, consisting of about 17,000
acres, was originally covered with water and a dense growth of cedars but a large portion of it has
been drained and reclaimed and it now forms one of the finest agricultural portions of the co.
Neversink River flows s. along the w. foot of the Shawangunk Mts. and forms a tributary of
the Delaware.
Shawangunk River flows n. along the e. foot of the same mountains and forms a
tributary of the Hudson. The Walkill flows n. through near the center of the co. and unites ,vith
the Shawangunk in Ulster co. Murderers Kil,^ and its principal tributary, Otter Creek, flovr e.
through near the center of the co. and discharge their waters into the Hudson. Wawayanda
Creek flows s. into N. J. and, re-entering the State as Potuck Creek, unites with the Wall Kil,
Ramapo River rises in the s. part of the co. and flows s. into Rockland, In the s. are several
small lakes, the principal of which are Greenwood Lake and Thompsons and Mt, Basha Ponds,
The rocks of the southern highlands are principally granite, gneiss, and sienite, with occasional
The rocks which compose the Shawangunk Mts. are the shales and
injected veins of ti-ap.
sandstones of the Chemung group. The central portions of the co, are occupied by parallel strata
of the Hamilton shales, Helderbergh limestones and grit, Medina sandstone, and the gray sandAn
stones, all extending n. e. and s. w., respectively, from the e. foot of the Shawangunk Mts.
abundance of iron, consisting of magnetic ores and red and brown hematite, is found among the
southern mountains and several veins have been extensively worked.^ The soil is as various as
the surface. Among the primitive mountains it is light, sandy, and unproductive. In the n. \v,
;

;

;

it is a tough clay, generally underlaid by hardpan.
Through the center it is a clay, sandy,
and gravelly loam upon the hills, and a fine quality of gravelly loam and alluvium in the valleys,
The Drowned Lands are covered with alluvium and vegetable mold, and are
all very productive.
among the most fertile lands in the State, The various branches of agriculture form the leading
pursuit of the people. The most important interest is the sending of milk to the N. Y, market.
Butter, spring grains, and fruits are also largely produced. Market gardening is a large and

part

—

increasing source of public wealth. The manufacturing interests of the co. are considerable,
though they are mostly confined to a few places. The manufacture of iron has formed an exten1
3 The skeletons of several mastodons have been found in tins
Among the principal ridges are the Warwick, Bellvale.
Rough, and Sterling Ranges, near the S. border of the co., and CO., mostly in Montgomery and vicinity. One of tliese was exthe Schunemunk Range, between the towns of Monroe and hibited n>any years in Peale's Museum, Philadelphia.
One
found in 1844 by Nathaniel Brewster, 20 ft. below the ^^urface,
Blooming Grove.
2 Named from the murder of a
of
was
number
boues
and
of
The
whole
tne
whites
who
was
33
ft.
lived
220,
family
lorgupon its bp,uk.s, by the Indians, in early times.
aggregate weight nearly 1,095 pounds.

—
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from an early period until within a few years ; but at the present time only two furnaces are in operation in the co. The proximity to New York renders the lands of the co. exto the climate can be successceedingly valuable and, with proper care, almost any crop adapted
is carried on by means of the Hudson, the
cultivated.
Considerable
commerce
and
profitably
fully
sive business

;

lumber brought from the
principal export being

West upon

the r. r. and trans-shipped at

New-

burgh.

The county is a half-shire, the courts being held respectively at Goshen and Newburgh.^ The
courthouse at Goshen is a brick building, situated upon a fine lot in the e. part of the village. The
in rear of the courthouse.
The co. clerk's office is a fireproof brick buildjail is a stone building,
upon the street opposite the courthouse. The courthouse at Newburgh is located upon the
ing,

Second St.
high land in the w. part of the village. It is a fine brick building, fronting s. upon
The Newburgh jail is not connected with the police establishment of the village. The poorhouse
The average number
is located upon a farm of 267 acres in Goshen, 3J mi. s. w. of the village.
The building is of stone, and has
of inmates is 200, supported at a weekly cost of S1.04 each.

accommodations

for 300.

A

school

is

taught during the entire year.

The accommodations

are

reported by the Senate Committee of 1857 as good, and the general management of the institution
The income from the farm is about $2,000. The N. Y. & Erie R. R.
as much above the average.
extends through Monroe, Blooming Grove, Chester, Goshen, Wawayanda, Wallkill, Mount Hope,
and Deerpark. The Newburgh branch of this road extends s. w. from Newburgh, through New

Windsor and Blooming Grove, to Chester.^ The Delaware & Hudson Canal extends from the
Delaware River n. along the valley of the Neversink, through Deerpark.' In the central part of
the CO. a wide ditch has been dug, for the purpose of draining the Drowned Lands, which has been
of immense value to the county.
Thirteen newspapers 1 daily, 9 weekly, 2 semi-monthly, and 1 monthly are published in

—

—

this CO.*
1 The first courts were held at
Tappantown. in the present The Rights of Man, which was commenced at Newburgh in
1799 by Elias Winfield, and was continued until 1809
town of Or.-mgetown, Rockland CO., March 8, 1702. Courts were
or '10.
The first co. officers under State
first held at Goshen in 1727.
Thos.
Co.
Clerk
The
were
John
Moflfat,
;
Orange County Gazette was commenced at Goshen in 1805
UarmgyFirst Judge ;
authority
Jesse
Isaac Kicoll, Sheriff; and James Everett, Surrogate.
by John G. Hurtin and Gabriel Denton. It was sucWoodhuU was appointed sheriff May 8, 1777, a few months
cessively issued by Gabriel Denton, Elliott Hopkins,
F. T. & A. 0. Houghton, until 1813, when Luther Pratt
previous to Nicoll, but was not commissioned. A courthouse
became the proprietor, and changed it to the
was built at Goshen in 1773, by James Webster, a Scotch Highlander, who served ui^der Wolfe at the battle before Quebec in Independent Republican, and removed it to Mont1759. This building was afterward converted into a jail. The
gomery, wilt-re it was iiublished some years. It afterward passed into the hands of James A. Cheovy, who
CO. clerk's olhcc now occupies its site.
2 The immense
remov'd it back to Goshen. In 1831 H. 11. Van Dyck
quantities of lumber brought from the pine
became proprietor. It was subsequently issued by V.
forests of Allegany, Cattaraugus, and Steuben, over the X. Y. &
K. R. R., are principally carried to Newburgh and transhipped.
M. Drake, Moses Sweezey, Clark and Montanye, James
Milk trains run daily upon this road for the purpose of carrying
McNally, and Montanye & Green. It is now published
the immense quantities of milk produced here to the N. Y. marby J. V. Montanye & Co.
ket. The milk business is the most important of all the local The Orange County Republican was published at Wards Bridge

business of the R. R.
3 This canal extends
through the valley lying at the w. foot
of the Shawangunk Mts. to Port Jervis, and thence up the
of
the
Delaware
to
the w. bounds of the co.
valley
< The G<}Rhen
Sepnaitrrry. the first paper published in Orarige
CO., was commenced at Goshen in 1788 by David Mandeville. A few years after, it was issued by Mande\-ille &
Westcott; and in ISOO it wassoldtoJ.G. Hurtin and
Gabriel Denton, who changed the name to
T\€ Oranr/e Orunty Patriot. In 1801 or '02 it passed into the
hands of Wm. A. Carpenter, who changed it to
The Friend of Truth. In 1804 Ward M. Gazeley became pro-

and changed its name to
The Orange Ejgle; and soon after the ofBce was burned and
prietor,

in 1806.

The Orange County Patriot and Spirit of '76 was commenced at
Goshen in 1808 by Gabriel Denton. In 1818 it waa
changed to
TTi6 Orange County Patriot, and was issued by Timothy B.
Crowell. R. C. S. Hendries afterward became proprietor, and continued it until 1832, when it came into the
hands of F. T. Parsons, who changed it to
The Goshen Democrat. It was soon after published by Mead &
Webb; and in 1845 it was united with the True Whig,
as

The Goshen Democrat and Whig. In a few years the name
Whig, was dropped, and the paper again appeared as

Tile

GosUen Democrat,

the paper discontinued.

published

Ruttenber.

April, 1859.

liy

under which

title it is

now

Charles Mead.

The Newburgh. Paeket was started at Newburgh in 1795 by The Ne-*vhiirgh Gazette was commenced in 1822 by
Lucius Carey, and was continued a few years.
It was successively issued by SpauldJ. D. Spaulding.
The Mirror was commenced at Newburgh Sept 22, 1796, by
ing &, I'armeiiter, Spaulding & Knevele, Risevels &
Van
Ilorne.
In
1803
&
it
Wallace
was
in
Philip
Leslie,
Street, 8. T. Callahan, and Wm. L.
merged
The Jtecnnkr of the Times, published by Dennis Coles. In 1806
Allison, nntil 1856, when it passed into the hands of
Ward M. Gazeley became proprietor, and the name
E. W. Gray, its present publisher.
was changed to
The Evangelical Witness, mo., was published a short time at
The Political Index. In 1829 Charles V. Cushman became pubNewburgh in 1824 by Rev, Jas. R. Wilson.
lisher, and the name waa changed to
The Orange Gmnty Farmer was commenced in 1826 at Goshen
The Orange Tdegraph. In a few years it was changed again to
by Samuel Williams. It afterward passed into the
The Ne-wburgU Telegraph, and has since been issued
hands of Luther Pratt, who removed it to Montgomery,
where it was continued but a short time.
respectively by II. H. Van Dyck. Elias Pitts, and E. M.
Beebe.
Kuttenber, until 1857, when J. Lawson bought it. It The Beacon was published at Newburgh in 1828 by
was repurchased in 1859, and is now issued by E. M. The Iron Age, Middletown, mo., JohnWilliams, commenced
at New Windsor in Journal nf the American Association, mo., was published at West
In 1799 it was removed to
Point in 18.30. It was the organ of an association of cadets
Newburgh, and its name was changed to
for the promotion of science, literature, and the arts.
The Orange Omnty Gizelte. John W. Barber and David Dcn- The Orajtge Herald was published at Slate Hill, in Wawayandii,
niston afterward became interested in its publication.
by John G. Wallace in 1831.
About 18u3 it was changed to
The Republican Banner was commenced at Walden, in Mon^
The Citizen, and soon after it was merged in
gomery, iu June, 1831, and was continued several years.

The

New Windsor

Gazette

was commenced

1797 by Jacob Schultz.
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settlomcnts in the co. are supposed to have been made by the Dutch, soon affor the first
occupation of Manhattan Ishxnd. Traces of an early occupation were found upon the first advent
of the progenitors of the present race, among which was a road known as the "Old Mine Road,"
first

extending from the

s. line of the co.
along the valley of the Shawangunk to Esopus, on the HudThese settlements were broken up and no record is left of them. The next race of settlers
came in about the commencement of the 18th century and located in various parts of the cv.
They were Dutch, French Huguenots, and English, nearly all seeking liberty in the wilderness.
The first patent issued was the Minisink Patent, in 1704, embracing the greater part of the co,
lying upon the Shawangunk Mts., and a considerable portion of Sullivan co. The remaining
portions of the co. were emljraced in Chcesecock's Patent,^ issued in 1707, embracing the s. e. part
the Wawayanda Patent,* issued in 1703, embracing the w. and n. parts and the John Evans

son.

;

;

;

which was granted in the year 1G94. The boundaries of these various patents Avere
it was found impossible to locate them without
and serious
conflicting with others
difiiculties arose between the different claimants.*
The policy of granting large patents was soon abandoned, and the remaining parts of the co.
were patented in small tracts to actual settlers, from about 1718 to 1750. The settlements proPatent,'

so

vague that

;

gressed but slowly, in consequence of the fear of Indian hostilities. During the French War of
1755 the frontier settlements were often attacked by small parties of hostile Indians and the deThe principal weight of these
fenseless inhabitants were murdered and carried into captivity.
attacks fell upon the settlements in the Neversink Valley.
During the Revolution the frontiers
were again constantly in a state of al^rra. In July, 1778, Brant, at the head of a large Indian
and on his retreat the disastrous battle of Miniforce, laid waste the whole Minisink settlement
sink was fought, in which nearly the whole force of the Americans was destroyed.^
The eastern part of tJie co. was also the scene of stirring military events. The importance of the
passes through the Highlands was early appreciated by Washington, and strong fortifications were
thrown up at various points to protect them. Fort Montgomery was erected on the river, at the s.
line of the co., and Fort Clinton on the opposite side of a small creek in Rockland co.
Several
;

Tlie Signs of the Times, semi-mo., wa-s commenced at
Kew Vernon, in Mount Hope, in 18.32, by Gilbert
was removed to Middletown, where
it is now published by G. J. Beebe.
The Tablets of JRziral Ecfmnmii was published at Newburgh in
1832 by J. W. Kisevels.
The Sentinel was published at Minisink, now Wawayanda, in
1833, by Peter K. Allen.
The Newburgh Joiirnal was commenced in 1833 by J. D.
Spaulding. Its name was afterward changed to
Tlie Higliland Cotirier. It was issued in 1855 by
Wm. E. Smiley, and in 1858 pa.ssed into the hands of
Edward Nixon. It is now issued by Kufus A. Reed as
In 1847

Beebe.

Tlie

HlglUand

it

Democrat.

Philadelphia.

Tim Orange County News was started at Middletown in July,

by .Tohn

L.

Brown, and was discontinued

in 1849.

The Banner of liiberty was commenced at Middletown
in Aug. 1848, by Gilbert A. Beebe, as a monthly. In
1849 it was issued semi-monthly and it is now published
as a weekly.
FreedcmCs Guard was published at Middletown in Aug. 1849, by
W. L. Beebe.
The Newburgh Excelsior was started in 1849 by Thomas George.
In 1851 it was purchased by E. M. Ruttenber and merged
in the Newburgh Telegraph.
was commenced at Port Jervis, Nov. 7,
Tri States
1851, by .Tohn J. Minford. In 1854 L. P. Barnes became proprietor; and in 1855 it passed Into the liands
of James II. Norton, by whom it is still published.
The Mirror nf Temperance was started at Port Jervis in 1851
by .7. L. Barlow. In 1862 .Tohn Dow assumed the publication, and continued it until 1S55.
Press was commenced at JTiddletown. Nov. 26,
;

Union

1851, by

1855 by R. Denton.

The Hard^vare Man's

Ne-»vspaper, mo., was commenced Aug. 1S55. at Middletown. by John Williams,
is
whom
it
still
by
published. It is issued from the

ofBce of the

The Democratic Standard was commenced at Goshen in the fall
of 1843 by Vait & Donovan. In 1844 it was changed to
The Goshen Clarion, and it was continued until 1849.
TA« Christian Instructor was started at Newburgh in 1845 by
D. L. Proudfit, and in a short time it was removed to

The Whig

1856.
Sentinel was

commenced at Port Jervis in .Tan. 1855, by
John Williams. In .Tune of the same year it was removed to Susquehanna, Penn.
The Literary Scrap liiuih; mo., was published at Newburgh in
The

Clileftain.

The Reformed Presbyterian was commenced at Newburgh in
1836 by Rev. Moses Ronej'. In a short time it was removed to Pittsburgh, Pcnn.
The Family Visitor was published a short time at Newburgh
in 1839 by D. L. Proudfit.
The Middletown Courier was started in April, 1840, by A. A.
Ben.sel.
In 1846 it was removed to Kingston and
changed to the Ulster Democrat.
The True Whig was started at Goshen Aug. 5, 1S42, by R. C. S.
Hendries.
In 1846 it was merged in the Goshen

1846,

The Separate American, a quarterly publication printed for the
colored people of the Separate Ameiican Jlcthodist
Church, was commenced at Middletown in 1852 or
It was discontinued in
'53, Rev. David James, editor.

John W. Hasbrouck, by whom

it is still

pub.

Whig

Press.

The Newburgh American was commenced at Newburgh in 1855
by R. P. L. Sliafer & Co.; it was soon discontinued.
The Cat)»olic Iiihrary, octavo, mo., was commenced at
Newliiirijh in

The

]8.'i5

NewlJiirgli
in

1S.J0

h,ancl-!

liv

of K.

bv .lohn Ashurst.

Times

was commenced at Newburgh

Hancock. It soon passed into the
Bloomer, its present publislier.

K. B.
II.

The Daily Ne'ws

was commenced at Newburgh in 1856 by
E. AV. Gray. It was .subsequently discontinued, and its
resumed
in 1857 by E. M. Rutteuber & E. W.
publication
Gray. E. W. Gray & ,Ios. Lawson, present ed. and pub.
The Acorn, a literary paper, was started in the year 1S58.
Sibyl, semi-mo., was commenced at "Middletown in
July, 1856, by Mrs. Dr. Lydia Sayer Hasbrouck. It is
issued from the office of the Whig Press.
1 Cheesecocl-s.— March
27, 1707, to Anna Bridges and 6 others,
a tract of upland and meadow called Cheesecocks, bounded N. liy
Capt. J. Evans and Dr. Bridges & Co., w. by Bridges & Co. and
w. side of Highlands, s. by patent of Daniel Honan and Mich.'iel
flandon, and E. by the Christian patented lands of Haverstraw
and Hudson R. (Act March 17, 1783.)
2
Wawayanda. Queen Anne, on 29th of April, 1703, grantey
to Dr. John Bridges and 11 others certain tracts known aa
Wawayanda and other tracts, bounded e. by the High Hills of
the Highlands and patent of Capt. John Evans, N. by line of 0.
and U. COS., and w. by Minisink Hills, and s. by N. J. (Act March

The

—

17, 1783.)
3 This
patent wag set aside in 1699, by an act of the Colonial
Assembly. It was called The Lordship and Manor of Fktcherand
don,
occupied the whole river fiont from about opposite
PoughkeepSio to Stoney Point.
4 A
portion of the territory was claimed by N. J., and several
collisions occurred between the settlers and the officers of the
State, and numerous outrages were perpetrated under the color
of law. The controversy was finally settled about 1767.
6

See page 642.
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other forts were built both above and below these, and chains were stretched across the river anc^
various impediments were sunk in the channel, to prevent the passage of vessels. Gen. Putnam
was left in command of these positions in 1777, when Gen. Howe marched to attack Philadelphia,
but with an entirely inadequate force. About the 1st of October, Sir Henry Clinton, in command

New York, sent a force up the river to aid Gen. Burgoyne, who was then hard pressed by the
American army. This force first landed at Verplaucks Point on the 5th, but in the night following
re-embarked, landed on the opposite shore, and on the 6th surprised and captured both Forts
Montgomery and Clinton.
The official reports make the loss of the British and Americans about equal but, as the former
were fully exposed to a galling fire while approaching the works, and the latter mostly escaped,
The other ximerican works were abandoned,
it is supposed that the British loss was much greater.
and Gen. Putnam retreated to Fishkill. The British spent some time in removing the various obstructions from the river, and advanced slowly northward, plundering and destroying on their way.
They reached Esopus on the 15th, and at the same time Gen. Putnam, whose force had been
augmented to 6,000 men by Conn., N. Y. and N.J. militia, sent a detachment of 2,000 to take possession of Peekskill. The British, afraid to go fai-ther n. with such a force in their rear, remained
and then they returned to New
at Esopus until they received news of the surrender of Burgoyne
at

;

;

York.

The result of this expedition demonstrated the necessity of stronger fortifications among the
Highlands, and during the following winter the site of West Point was fixed upon, as the
strongest and most eligible on the river. Earthworks were thrown up early in the spring, and
from time to time more formidable works were added, until, at the close of the war, it was the
most strongly fortified of any place in the country.^
It was afterward the center of the American operations in the North. In the spring of 1780, Gen.
Arnold, who had not entirely recovered from the efiects of a wound received at Saratoga, solicited
and received the command of this post. The instruction which gave him this command was dated
Aug. 3, 1780. Arnold had been in correspondence with the British for more than a year and he
;

West
The

soon negotiated with Sir Henry Clinton to deliver up
and a commission of Maj. Gen. in the British army.

sum

of X10,000 in gold
final consummation of the compact on

Point, for the

the part of the British was intrusted to Maj. Andre, who crossed the American lines in disguise
and held an interview with Arnold on the 22d of Sept. Upon his attempting to return to New

York, he was arrested as a spy, and the whole scheme was discovered. Arnold escaped to New
York, and Andre was subsequently executed.^
The headquarters of the American army of the North was for a long time at Newburgh ; and it

was

at this place that

BL.OOMI1VG

Washington

finally took leave of his

army,' Aug. 18, 1783.

GROVE—was formed from Cornwall, March 23, 1799. A part of Hampton-

It lies a little e. of the center of the
1830, and a part of Chester in 1845.
mountainous in the s. and e., and rolling and moderately hilly in the n. and w.
Schunemunk Mts., upon the line of Monroe, are 1,300 to 1,500 ft. above tide. The other principal
elevations are Lazy Hill, on the line of Chester, Toms Rocks, Peddlers, Rainer, Round, Musquito,
and AVoodcock Hills, and Red Ridge. These hills are generally too steep and rocky to be ever
The hills in the n. have more gradual slopes, and are arable to their
susceptible of cultivation.
Otter Kil flows £. through the n. part, and receives as tributaries Cromlin,* Slattersummits.
The extensive bog meadows along Cromlin Creek, in the s.
leys, and several smaller creeks.
The soil
part, have been drained, and are now the most valuable agricultural lands in the town.
is a sandy and clayey loam.
Washington ville, (Blooming Grove p. o.,) upon Otter'Kil, in
the N. part, contains 3 churches and 369 inhabitants Salisbury Mills, (p. v.,) upon the line
of Monroe, a church, paper mill, gristmill, and 241 inhabitants; and Cralgsville, (p. v.,) in
the w. part, a church, cotton factory, and 20 dwellings.^ These places are all stations upon the
Newburgh Branch of the N. Y. & E. R. R Blooming' Grove, near the center, contains 1

burgh was taken

off in

Its surface is

CO.

;

American
works conarmy in the capacity of a military engineer.
sisted of a formidable battery upon the blutf ixnmediatoly upon
the shore, named Jort Chuton, a strong fort upon lit. Independence, in the rear, named Fort Putnam, and several redoubts
and outposts.
2 Andre was executed at
Tappantown, Kockland co., Oct. 2,

at New3 In the
spring of 1782, while the army was stationed
officers and men,
burgh, a feeling of discontent arose among the
the
and
their
in
in consequence of the arrearages
hard.ships
pay
they were called upon to endure. This was promptly checked
by Washington, and a formidable conspiracy was broken up.
4 This creek is called
Gray Court Creek in Chester.
6
During the Involution a forge and powder mill were in
operation at Craiggville. In 1790 James Craig erected a papei

1780.

mill,

1

The erection of these works was intrusted

Polisli

patriot,

to Kosciusko, the

then serving as a volunteer in

tlie

Tlie

— the

first in

the co.

ORANGE COUNTY.
and 18 dwellings;

cV»irch

The

Oxford Depot

(p.o.)

is

settlements are supposed to have been made
at Blooming Grove, in 1759 ; Rev. Enos
Ayres was the
first
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a hamlet and statjon upon tlio Eric R. R.
about 1735.^ The first cliurch was erected
first

pastor.^

C'llE.STER —was

formed from Goshen, Warwick, Blooming Grove, and Monroe, March 22,
1845.
It is an interior town,
lying a little s. w. of the center of the co. The surface is rolling
in the N. w.,
The principal elevations are Goose
hilly in the center, and mountainous in the s. w.
Pond Mt., Lazy Hill, Snake Hill, and Sugar Loaf Mt., all steep, rocky peaks, unfit for cultivation.
The highest summits are 500 to 600 ft. above the valleys. The principal streams are Gray
Court, Black Meadow, and Ditch Creeks. Along Gray Court Creek, near the n. boundary, are
extensive peat meadows, thoroughly drained, and forming the most productive tract in town.
The soil is a light, yellow loam, underlaid by clay. Limestone and slate are both found in town.

—

o.,) Chester, and West Chester are three villages, situated
an equilateral triangle, 1 mi. apart. They contain the Chester Academy,
a bank, 2 churches, and about 1,500 inhabitants. Sug'ar liOaf, (p. v.,) in the s. w.
part, contains a church and 36 dwellings.
The first settlement was made in 1716, at Gray Court, in the
N. E. corner of the town, by Daniel Crommeliue, from Long Island.'
There are 3 churches in
town 2 M. E. and Presb.

East Chester,

(Chester p.

at the three angles of

;

CORWWAIjIi —was formed March 7, 1788, as "Kew

Cornwall." Its

name was changed March

"Checsecocks," now Monroe, and Blooming Grove were taken oif in 1799. It lies upon the
"
Hudson, in the e. part of the co. The surface consists mainly of rocky peaks and ridges of The
Highlands." Their declivities are steep, and their summits masses of rocks, in some cases covered

3,

1797.

with a scanty growth of dwarfed forest trees. The highest peaks are Butter Hill, Crows Nest, and Bear
JNIountain,
respectively 1,529, 1,418, and 1,350 ft. above the river.* The valleys among the mountains
are deep, narrow, and rocky. A small portion of the n. w. part of the town is rolling or moderately
The principal streams are Murderers Creek and its principal tributary, Otter Kil, flowing
hilly.

—

thi'ough broad, beautiful valleys in the n. part, and Bog ^leadow Creek, emptying into the Hudson
below West Point. Upon the latter, near its mouth, is a series of cascades, known as Buttermilk

Cranberry, Long, Sutherlands, and Bog Meadow Ponds are small bodies of water among
The soil in the valleys is a sandy, clayey, and gravelly loam. The hills are too

Falls.

the mountains.

Canterbury, (Cornwall p. o.,) in the n. e. part of the town,
steep and rocky for cultivation.
contains 8 churches, a woolen yarn factory, and tannery.
Pop. 428. Coril'%Tall Landiiig",
on the Hudson, in the

West Point,

n. e. part,

is

the center of extensive brick manufactories.

on the Hudson,

Pop. 615.

the seat of the U. S. Military Academy. It contains
extensive barracks for the cadets and soldiers, 20 officers' quarters, a philosophical building, con(p. o.,)

is

taining the library, apparatus, and observatory, a laboratory for ordnance and ammunition, a
chapel, hospital, riding hall, stable, equipment shed, Catholic church, and 150 dwellings for

employees.* Buttermilk Falls, (p. v.,) 2 mi. below West Point, contains 3 churches and
307 inhabitants. Fort Montgomery, (p. v.,) in the s. e. part, contains 1 church and 16
dwellings; Bethlehem, in the n. w., a church and 12 dwellings. K.etchamtO'tvn, in the

and To'wnsville, in the n., are hamlets. The first settlements are supposed to have been
made about 1720.® The first church (Presb.) was formed in 1730, at Bethlehem Rev. Mr. Chalker
w.,

;

was the

and Rev. Enos Ayres the second.' Fort Putnam, of the Revolution, was
situated immediately in the rear of West Point, and Fort Montgomery on the s. E. border of the
town.* Idlewild, the residence of N. P. Willis, is near the Hudson, in the n. e. part of the town.
first

pastor,

Among the early settlers were the families of Strong, BrewHowell, Dubois, Coleman, Moffiitt. Seely, Gilbert, Woodhull,
Tuthill, Goldsmith, Brooks, and Mathews.
2 There are 8 churches in town
4 M. E., 2 Cong., Presb., and
;
Friends.
3 In
company with others, Mr. Cromline purchased the Wawayanda Patent of Philip Rockby and Ilendrick Ten Kyck. lie
1

ster,

taken during the several wars of the U.S.; and imons them
are 89 brass pieces captured in the several battles of tlie Mexican War, each marked when, where, and by whom captured.

6 The first settlement was made at and near the
village of
The tradition is that the first settlement was
made there by Germans, who made some clearings r.nd planted
an Englishman, whom ho had an orchard, but, becoming dissatisfied, sold out and left. The

was accompanied by W'm. Bull,
hired from an emigrant ship. During the first year

of settlement

he erected a house long afterward kept as a tavern and known
as the " Crommeline House." Crommeline was a French refugee,
and he named his adopted home " Gray Court," after a village in
Upper Saone, France. In one of the" stones of the building, erected
D. C. 1716, G. C ;" (i. e. Daniel
in 1710, was cut the inscription,
Crommeline, 1716, Gray Court.) The name of the stream,
from this.
was
derived
meadows, and hamlet
* The other
principal elevations are Black Kock and Deer Hilla,
ne;ir the center; Ant Hill, Lawyers Hill, and Mount Rascal, in
the s. w. and Peat, Pine, Cold, and Pvound Hills, in the N. part.
6 In the
yard at West Point is a large number of canuou
;

Canterbury.

next settlers were English, some of whom had first settled in
Conn, and Mass. Among the early settlers were the Sutherlands, Sacketts, Sherods, Brewsters, Woods, Clarks, Smiths,
Townsends, Van Duzens, Mandevilles, Bartons, Sands, and
Thorns. The first town meeting upon record in the precinct of
Cornwall was held in Aprd, 1765.
7 There are 11 churches in town
2 Presb., 2 Prot. E., 2 Friends,
2 M. E., Bap., R. C, and Free.
8 A chain was stretched across the river from Fort Montgomery, but the fort was taken by the British and the chain
broken in Oct. 1777. A chain was afterward put across tho
river at West Point, and remained there during tho war.
;
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CRAWFORD —vras

formed from Montgomery, March 4, 1823. It lies in the extreme N.
broken by several high ridges extending n. e. and
s. w.
Collaberg and Comfort Hills, along the e. border, are 300 to 400 ft. above the valleys. The
the Shavrangunk, forming the N. w. boundary, Dwaars Kil, Paughcaughnaugliprincipal streams are
sink and Little Paughcaughnaughsink Creeks. These streams all flow in a general n. e. direction.
Upon the ShaTvangunk is a large amount of water-power. The soil is a slaty and clayey loam
upon the hills and a sandy and gravelly loam in the valleys. Pine Rusll,^ (p v.,) on the
Its surface is a hilly upland,

angle of the co.

Shawangunk, in the N. part, contains a sawmill, gristmill, and 120 inhabitants Searsville,
on Dwaars Kil, near the center, a gristmill, 2 sawmills, and 16 dwellings; and Rullville,
;

(p. V.,)

in the s. part, 12 dwellings.
(p. V.,)
Bullville. The first
p. 0., 2 mi. E. of

reports 2 churches

;

HopeTTell is a hamlet, in the s. w. Collaburgll is a
church (Presb.) was foi"med at Hopewell, in 1779. The census

Presb. and Asso. Ref. Presb.^

DEERPARR^—was

formed from Mamakating, (Sullivan co.,) March IG, 1798. A part of
It lies in the extreme w. angle of the co.
Its surface is a
mountainous highland, broken by the valley of Neversink River and numerous deep, rocky ravines
of small streams. The Shawangunk Mts. extend along the e. border, and form a high, rocky
ridge 1,800 ft. above the valleys, with steep declivities on the w. The Neversink* River flows in
a deep valley at the w. foot of the mountains. The central and w. parts are covered with a rocky
and mountainous upland, ending in abrupt declivities on Delaware River in the s. The other principal streams are Mongaup River, forming the w. boundary. Bashers^ Kil, Old Dam Fall Creek,*
^
Shingle, and Grassy Swamp Brooks. Big and Little Ponds are two small lakes in the interior.

Mount Hope was taken

off in 1825.

Port Jervis,® (p. v.,) upon

the Delaware, near the mouth of the Neversink, was incorp. May 11,
an important station upon the Erie R. R. and Delaware & Hudson Canal. It contains
5 churches, a saw factory, foundery, machine shop, planing mill, newspaper office, and bank. Pop.

1853.

It is

Ilonesville, (Sparrow Bush p. o.,) upon the Delaware, 2 mi. w. of Port Jervis, contains
a large tannery and 26 dwellings Iliig'uciiot, (p. v.,) upon the canal, 4 mi. n. e. of Port Jervis,
25 dwellings; and Cwddebacltville, (p. v.,) upon the canal, in the n. e. part, 1 church and
12 dwellings. Carpenters Point is a hamlet, at the mouth of the Neversink. The first
settlements were made about 1690.^ There are 7 churches in town.^" De Witt Clinton was born
3,023.

;

at Fort

De Witt,

March 2, 1769, while his parents were on a
Lead ore has recently been found in this town.

in this town,

of his mother's brother.

—

visit at

the residence

A

GOSIIEX was formed March 7, 1788.
part of Ilamptonburgh was taken off in 1830, and
a part of Chester in 1845. It is an interior town, lying a little s. e. of the center of the co. Its
surface is rolling or moderately hilly. The hills are bordered by long and gradual slopes, and are
arable to their summits. The s. w. corner is occupied by a portion of the " Drowned Lands," most of
which have been reclaimed.-'^ The principal streams are Walkill, forming the w., and Quaker Creek,
the s. boundary, and Otter Kil, in the e. part. The soil is a sandy loam, underlaid by clay, slate,
(p. v.,) n. e. of the center, was incorp. March 28, 1809. Besides the co.
contains 4 churches, a female seminary,^^ several classical schools, 2 newspaper offices,
2 banks, and about 1,800 inhabitants. It is 4 mi. from w. terminus of the Newburgh Br. of the N. Y.
& E. R. R., and is an important freight and milk station upon the Erie R. R. The first settlements

and limestone. Goslten,

buildings,

it

were made from 1703

The
1

2

original

The

to 1714.

Wawayanda

deeds of village

first

"

Formerly called Crawford"
Nothing definite could be obtained

in regard to the early

history of this town.
3

A man named

McDonald, in early time, inclosed a lar?e
aud the inclosnre became known as SIcThis name was afterward given to the

tract by a brush fence,
" Deer Park."
Doiiald's

town.
<

Called by the Indians Ma-hack-e-meck.

6

Xiuned from Baehe, an Indian

woman who

lived

upon

its

banks.

stream fivlla 600 ft. in 1 mi., and hence its name.
7 Named from a series of low natural meadows
through which
the stream flows.
8 Named from J. B.
Jervis, the engineer who built the Delaware
6 'J'hia

A Hudson
8 I'eter

Canal.

Gummaer. Jacob Cuddeback, Thomas and

fierardns

Tys, and David Jemison located in town in 1690.
two were Huguenot exiles. The first gi^neral surveys
were made in 1713. Jacob Cuddeback built the first mill.
Cuykendall. John
Among the other early settlers were
Pecker, AVm. Cole, and Solomon Davis.

Swarfout,

The

lots in

Goshen bear the date of 1714.

Patent," covering the greater part of this town, was granted by Queen

Jiilin

first

W 2 Jlef. I'rot. D., Bap., Presb., il. E., Prot. E., and

Pv.

C.

11 Some 25
years ago a ditch of small sj^e was dug aboul 3 mi.
in length across a bend in Wall Kil, through the Drowned Lands,
for the purpose of drainint; them. The action of the water upon
the light soil through wliich it was dug has so enlarged it that

many places it is wider than Wall Kil, and much difBcuUy ia
experienced in maintaining bridges over the diteh.
12 The Goshen Female
Seminary ia a flourishing institutionSeveral small family classical schools are located in the village,
13
one
of the proprietors of the Wawayanda
Christopher Denn,
Patent, located N. E. of Goshen A'illage in 1712. After visiting
the place and deciding upon a location, he returned to his residence on Staten I.«land. and sent a company of carpenters, his
household goods, and his adopted daughter, Sarah Wells, then
16 years of age, to his new home, under the guidance of 3
fiiendly Indians. The carpenters erected a cabin, and Denn and
his wife came on the next diiy after the cabin was built. Mr.
Bull, a young Englishman just arrived in an emigrant ship,
came in soon after. Among the other early settlers who came
previous to 1721 were John Kverett, John Carpenter, John Gale,
AVilliam Ludlum, James .lackson, Isaac Finch, Michael Dunning,
Solomon Carpenter, Willinm Jackson, Samuel Seely. Samuel
Webb, John Yehcrton, Samuel Clowes, John Braduer, and John
in
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church (Presb.) was formed in 1721

;

Rev. John Bradncr waa

pastor.*

GREE.WIL.LiE —was

formed from Minisink, Dec. 2, 1853. It lies on the s. w. border of the
and broken upland. The Shawanj^unk Mts., extending
along the w. border, are 400 to 600 ft. aliovc the valleys and 1,400 to 1,000 ft. above tide. The e.
The
slopes of the mountains are generally gradual, and the hills ai-e arable to their summits.
principal stream is Shawangunk River, which takes its rise near the center and flows n. e. Benin
AVatcr Pond is a small body of water in the n. part. The soil is a sandy, gravelly, and clayey loam.
CO., \r.

of the center.

Its surface is a hilly

4<il'eenville, (Minisink p. o.,) in the w. part, contains 2 churches and 12 houses; and Siuitlis
f'Oi'liers, N. of Greenville, contains 15 houses. Center Point, IJ mi. s. e. of Greenville, is
a p. 0. Woodsville is a hamlet in the e. part. The first settlements were probably made from

1720

to 1730.'-

There are 2 churches in town

IIAMPTOXBl'RGII^ —was

;

Bap. and M. E.

formed from Goshen, Blooming Gi-ove, INIontgomery, New
It is an interior town, lying a little n. of the center of the
Windsor, and Wallkill, April 5, 1830.
The principal streams are Wall Kil, forming the
CO.
Its surface is rolling and moderately hilly.
N.w. boundary, and Otter Kil, flowing n. E. through near the center. The soil is a gravelly and
Otterville, (p. o.,) on Otter Kil, near the e. boundary, is a hamlet. Otterkill,
slaty loam.
s. of Otterville, contains 12 dwellings.
Campbell Hall, near the center, and llaniptonburg"!!, 1 mi. s., are hamlets. The first settlement was made by Wm. Bull, in 1719 or '20. In
1727 he erected a stone house, which is still standing. There are 2 churches in town Presb. and
Asso. Reformed.
;

"
Calhoun" (now Mount Hope) was
part of
taken off in 182.5, Wawayanda in 1849, and Greenville in 1853. It lies upon the N. J. lino, s. w.
of the center of the co. Its surface is rolling and hilly. The slopes are generally gradual, and the
hills are arable to their summits.
The principal streams are Wall Kil and Rutgers Creek,

MI.XISIXK*— was

formed IMarch

7,

1788.

A

each of which forms some jwrtion of the n. and e. boundaries. The Drowned Lands occupy a small portion of the e. angle. The soil is principally a gravelly loam. Union ville,
(p.v.,) in the s. part, contains 2 churches and 25 dwellings; and "*Vest Town, (p. v.,) 3 mi. n.
of Unionville, 2 churches and 15 dwellings. Waterloo Mills (p. o.) is a hamlet, containing
No records of the early settlement have been preserved. There are
1 church and G dwellings.
5 churches in town.*

MOiVROE" — was
changed

"

to

formed from Cornwall, March 23, 1799, as " ChesecocTcs." Its name was
A part of Chester was
SmttJifield," April 3, 1801, and to Monroe, April 6, 1808.

It is the s.e. corner town in the co.
It lies mostly among the Highlands; and
a hilly and mountainous upland. The principal ranges are Schunemunk Mts., in the
all extending n. e. and
N., Black and Bear Mts., in the e., and the Southfield Mts., near the center,
Their declivities are steep and in many places precipitous, and their summits are rough,
s. w.'

taken
its

off in

surface

1845.

is

—

A

In the n. w. part
large share of the whole town is unfit for cultivation.
rocky, and broken.
The principal streams are Ramapo River, flowing s.,
are several valleys containing arable land.
and Murderers Creek, flowing n. The Forest-of-Dean Creek drains the e. part and discharges its

Among the mountains are a great number of fine, small lakes and ponds.^
a sandy and gravelly loam. The mountains are too rough for cultivation.
It is a
in the n. w. part of the town, contains 2 churches and 266 inhabitants.

waters into the Hudson.

The

soil in

Monroe,
station

the valleys
(p. v.,)

is

upon the Erie R. R.

18 dwellings.

Turners,'

Green"4V004l

Works

(p. v.,)

a station upon the r. r., near the center, containis
upon the r. r., 3 mi. s. of Turners

(p.v.) is a station

of whoso descendants still reside in the town. settled upon these lands from which the waters had retired.
"
"
marriage was that of Wm. Bull and Sarah Wells, in The lands were called Minsies," signifying lands from which
the waters had gone," and the name was afterward applied to
first inn was kept by Birdseye Yarrington. Noah
the
first
the
it.
From
this
name
the
term "Minisink"
of
Webster's
Indians
Webster, author
Dictionaries, taught
living upon
ncademic school, in the village of Goshen, in 1782. De Witt is derived. Eagir^s Hist. Orange Co., p. 408.
6 3
William
H.
at
the
at
one
time.
and
Christian.
a
was
Clinton
academy
Presb., Bap.,
pupil
* Named in honor of James
Seward studied law at the ofRce of Judge Duer, in this village.
Monroe, afterward President of
1 There are now 4 churches in town; M.
E., Prot. E., Presb., the U. 8.
^
and R. C.
Among the principal mountain peaks are Black Top, Black
2 Facts
relating to the early history of this town could not be Cup, and Long Hills, in the N.; Torn Mt. and Cape Hill, in the
E.; Tom Jones Mt. and Hemlock Hill, in the s.e.; Pine and
accurately ascertained.
3 Named from
Wolverhampton, the birthplace of Wm. Bull, Prickly Ash Hills, in the s. and Hogback, Hall, Tiger, Cedar,
Burned, Rocky, and Macannon Hills, in the center.
the first settler.
8
• Tradition
says that long ago, before the Delaware River broke
Among the principal ponds are Hazard Pond, in the N. ,
for
30
Water
the
lands
or
40
Gap,
tlirounh the mountain at the
Slaughters, Two Pond, Bull, Poplopens, and Cedar Ponds, in the
mi. bordering npun it were covered by a lake, but became E.; Little, Long, and Duck Cedar Ponds, in the B.; and Littlo
drained by the breaking down of that part of the dam which Long. Koiinil. and Mt. Basha Ponds, in the W.
"
9
confined it, and that <i part of a tribe of Indians from New Jersey
Formerly called Qmterville."

Denton,

The

1718.

many

first

The

—

;
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There are about
blast furnace is situated near the r. r., and another about 1 mi. e.
Station.
15 houses in the vicinity. Moiiroe TVoi'liS, (p. o.,) 3 mi. s. of Greenwood Works, was the seat
It is Southfield Station on the N. Y. & E.
of extensive iron works, which have been abandoned.
R. R. Iliglilasid Mills, (p. v.,) in the n. part, contains 2 churches and 15 dwellings.

Lower

Sinitli

dove,

1 mi.

s.,

"Woodbury Clove,

and

1 mi. n., of

Highland

Mills, are hamlets.

first settlements were probably made about 1742.^ The Cheesecocks Patent, granted in 1707.
embraced a portion of the Ramapo Valley in this town. There are 5 churches iu towu.^

The

MOjVTGOMERY-''—was
Ilamptonburgh in 1830.

of

formed March

It lies

upon the

7,

1788.

Crawford was taken

off in 1823,

n. border of the co., e. of the center.

and a part

Its surface is

800 ft. above tide, extend along the w. border.
generally a hilly upland. The Comfort Hills,* 600 to
Walkill Creek flows n. e. through near the center ; its principal tributary, Tin Brook,* flows through
In the Walkill, in the n. part, is a fall of 40 ft., affording an excellent water-power.
the E. part.
in the s. part, is considerable swamp land.
The soil is a fine quality of
(p. v.,) upon Walkill Creek, s. of the center, was incorp. Feb. 17,
gravelly loam.
1810. It contains 2 churches, the Montgomery Academy, 3 gristmills, and a sawmill.
Pop. 760.
It contains
(p. v.,) on Wall Kil, 3 J mi. n. of Montgomery, was incorp. April 9, 1855.

Along the same stream,

Montgomery,

Walden,

An-

3 churches, a shawl factory, satinet factory, and a manufactory of cutlery.
Pop. 641. St.
«lre'WS, (p. 0.,) in the ^f. e. part, contains 10 dwellings. Coldeilliaill,^ near the e. line,

hamlet.

The
was

is

a

land in this town was granted in 1709, to Henry HileBrook, below Walden. It was settled by the proprietor
Lieut. Gov. Cadwallader Colden, the owner of a patent in this town,

earliest patent comprising
located at the mouth of Tin

man. It
and divided into lots in 1712.
located at Coldenham in 1728.^

The

first

church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed at Montgomery Vil-

lage in 1732.8

HOPE—was

formed from Wallkill, Minisink, and Deerpark, as " CaUioun," Feb.
upon the n. border of the co., n. w. of
Shawangunk Mts. extend through the
w. part; the highest summits are 1,400 to 1,800 ft. above tide. Shawangunk River flows n. e.
through the center, and the Little Shawangunk along the e. border. The soil is a sandy and
gravelly loam. Otisville, (p. v.,) near the w. border, contains 2 churches and 309 inhabitants.
Mouut Hope, (p. v.,) 2 mi. s.e. of Otisville, contains 2
It is a station upon the Eric R. R.
IVcw Vernon, in the n. part, a church and 20 dwellings.
churches and 120 inhabitants

MOtJWT

It lies
Its name was changed March 14, 1833.
15, 1825.
The
the center. Its surface is a hilly and broken upland.

;

Fincliville is a hamlet, in the s.w.part. The precise date of the settlement of this town
unknown. James Finch settled some time previous to the Revolution.^ There are 6 churches

is

in

town.i"

jVEWBURGII" —was formed
town of the

co.

Its surface is

a

March

hill}'

7, 1788. It lies upon the Hudson, and is the n. e. corner
and broken upland, the highest summits being 600 to 900 ft.

A

family of Smiths settled very early in the town, and from
called " Smiths Clave." Among the early
were families of Millers. Galloways, Carpenters, Bulls,
Dobbins, Wygants, AVards, Coltons, Nobles, Cunninghams,
Slaughters, and Lamoreaux, mostly English families from the
Eastern States. The first iron works was that of Ward & Colton,
erected in 1751 for the manufacture of anchors. It was situated
in Warwick, just over the line from Jlonroe. In 1752 Abel
Noble, from Penn., erected a forge in this town, near the Ward
& Colton furnace. Here the first anchor was made, in 1753.
Steel was made in 1770; and during the Revolution one of the
chains thrown across the Iludson was manufiictured here. It
weighed 186 tons. During the Revolution, Claudius Smith, a
noted torv, resided in this town. IIo was hung at Goshen,
Jan. 22, 1779.
2 3 M. E., Presb., and Friends.
3 Named in honor of Gen. Richard
Montgomery. In 1767 the
town was called the "WallciU Precinct," and iu 1772 it was
known as the "Hanover Precinct." In 1782 its name was
changed to the Montgomery Precinct.
i Named from a family of Comforts who were
early settlers in
that region.
6 Name derived from Tinn and Broc, meaning small river.
• Named from the family of Cadwallader Colden, who was
ap
1

them the town was
settlers

—

early proprietor.
^ .Tohannes Miller settled on Wall Kil, 2 mi. s. of
Jlontgomery,
in 1727.
Among the other early settlers were John Neely,
Charles Booth, Wm. Eager, Fred. Sinsabaugh, and Johannes
Youngblood, all of whom settled between 1730 and 1741. The
E. part of the town was originally settled by Irish, and the
Valley of Wall Kil by Hollanders. The first store was kept by
Alexander Colden, in 1742 and the first gristmill was built at
Waldeu, by James Kidd. In the fall of 1775 the people of Bos-

—

;

by reason of the great scarcity of supplies and provisions,
applied to this State for aid ; and accordingly a public meeting
was called, which convened in the town of '• Jlaiirrver" (now
Montgomery.) In the mean time the friends of the mother
country, always on the alert, had procured the services of a
talented orator for the purpose of defeating the objects of the
meeting. As no one could be found among the adherents of
the cause of liberty who was able to spetik in public, recourse
was had to the Rev. Mr. Annan, of Neelytown, who at first
declined, but at length consented. A multitude were assembled
on the occasion to hear a discussion upon a subject which was
then the absorbing topic of the day. The discussion was continued for some time with fairness and ability on either side,
until at length, to check a strife of angry words and to test the
"
disposition of the assembly, Mr. Annan suddenly said, As Inany
as are in favor of assisting the people of Boston and the taiiso
of Libx^rty, follow me." The effect was electric.
Immediately
upon his leaving the house he beheld, to his utter astonishment,
the whole multitude at his heels. Eagefs Hist. (>)-ange Ok, p.
ton,

—

636.

There are 7 cdurches in town 2 Ref. Prot. D., 2 M. E., Prot.
The Ref. Prot. D. church, near
E., Presb., and Covenanter.
Montgomery, has connected with it a farm of 75 acres, valued
8

;

and a parsonage.
» Mr. Finch was a soldier in the French
War, and a minute-man
during the Revolution.
10 2
Presb., 2 M. E., Cong., and Bap.
" Until 1763, the present towns of Newburgh and New Wind
sor were included in the ''Precinct of the Highlands."
During
that year this precinct was divided into the precincts of Newburgh and New Windsor, and continued as such until they were
organized as towus in 1788.

at S7.000,
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The grcnter
series of bluffs 100 to 300 ft. in height extends along the river.
above tlio river.
The principal stream is Quassaic Creek,' forming a part of the
part of the hilly region is ara1)le.
boundary of New Windsor. It receives from the n. Fostertown and Gidneys Creeks and Orange
Lake Outlet. Orange Lake,^ in the w. part, covers an area of about 400 acres. Along its inlot is
considerable

marshy

land.

The

soil is

principally a clay and sandy loam.

IVcwrburgli,

(p. v.,)

on the Hudson, near the s. e. corner of the town, was incorp. 3Iarch 25, 1800. It lies upon a steep
the height of about 150 ft. and thence spreads out into a rolling
slope which rises from the river to
Besides the Court House, it contains 14 churches,' 4 banks, and several private schools
reo-ion.
and academies.* It is largely engaged in the manufacture of printed cotton cloths, castings, beer,

The commercial interests of the place are also large and importwith
water brought from Little Pond, 3 mi. s. w., by the Newburgh
supplied
village
"Waterworks Co. These works were erected in 1853, at a cost of $115,448. In the lower part of
steam ferry connects this place with Fishkill Landthe villao-e the water has a head of 230 ft.
in the s. part of the village, stands an old stone manPop. 9,256. Overlooking the Hudson,
ing.
"
sion known as
AVashington's Head Quarters." It is surrounded by a fine lawn of several acres
and a variety of other
ant.'

The

articles.*

is

A

;

and the whole premises are owned and kept in order by the State.'' Savil is a p. o., about 5 mi.
3Ii<l€lle Hope, (p. v.,) in the n. e. part of the town, coutains 2 cliurches
N. w. of Newburgh.
and 12 houses Fosterf oivn, 4 mi. n. w. of Newburgh, a church and 10 houses and tJarcliierto'»vn, e. of Orange Lake, a church and 14 houses. Coldenliam is a p. o., in the w. part.
Balniville, 2 mi. x. of Newburgh, is a hamlet. The first settlement was made on the present
The first church (the Lutheran) was
site of the village of Newburgh, by Palatinates, in 1708.**
formed about 1709 and the first minister was Rev. J. Kockerthal. The first Episcopal minister
was Rev. Ilezekiah W. Watkins, in 1747.' An almshouse, for the support of the town poor, is
;

;

;

situated

of Newburgh.
upon a farm of 75 acres on the s. w. line of the village corporation
and the cost of the whole establishment was about $45,000.'"

buildings are of brick

The

;

W WIjVDSOR" —was

formed March 7, 1788. A part of Ilamptonburgh was taken off in
upon the Hudson, n. of the center of the co. Its surface is a rolling and hilly upThe slopes and the summits of the hills are usually smooth and arable. Snake Hill is a
land.
The principal stream is Murrough, rocky eminence in the n.e. part, 500 to 600 ft. above tide.
Little
derers Creek, flowing through the s. e. corner. Tin Brook flows n. along the w. border.
Pond, in the n. e. part, supplies the Newburgh Waterworks. It is 230 ft. above tide. The soil is
a gravelly and slaty loam. IVciV If indsor, upon the Hudson, 2 mi. s. of Newburgh, contains
2 churches and about 75 dwellings. It is a steamboat lauding, and the center of a large brick

IVE

1830.

It lies

^'ame(^ frrimQnssiick(stone), and ick (locality), literally Sto'
creek. Sometimes called Chambers Creek."
" Mouse Pond." It was afterward called
Formerly called
" Machins
Pond," from Capt. Machin, who erected upon its
outlet a manufactory of copper coin.
4 Presb., 3 M. E., 2 Bap., 2 Asso. Ref, Ref. Prot. D., Prot. E.,
and R. C.
1

ny

2

mementos of the War of 1812 and the Mexican War. The walls
of the bedroom occupied by Washington are covered by original
letters of Washington, La Fayette, and other distinguished men

of the Revolution, framed and glazed. Among the curiosities
are the tables used by Wa.shington and La Fayette, links from
the chain which was stretched across the Hudson, and a great
Near the N. E. corner of the
variety of warlike implements.
* The
Highland Academy, a private boarding school, was com- house is the grave of Uzal Knapp, the last of Washington's Life
in
Jan.
1856.
he
died
InGuards;
menced Sept. 1,1858. (See p. 751.) The Newburgh Collegiate
8 The Palatinates settled in Newburgh in 1708; but it was
stitute was Commenced May 1, 1857. There are several other
not until 1719 that lands were patented to them. When tho
select schools in the village.
6
Among the manufacturing establishments are 3 founderies, patent was issued it was divided in farms to families, 50 acres
were George
giving employment to 117 men, and turning out work to the being apportioned to each person. The patentees
amount of .$118,000 annually; the Newburgh Steam Printing Lockstead, Michael Weigand, Herman Shoneman, Christian
Cloth Manufactory, employing 325 hands, and producing Henricke, Joshua Kockerthal, Burger Meynderse, Jacob Wei)a brewery, employing 35 ber, Johannes Fyscher,and Andries Volck. At the same time.
$2iJO,000 worth of goods per annum
men, and producing 35,000 bbls. of beer; and an agricultural a tract of 600 acres was set apart as a glebe, for the support of
implement factory, a car factory, a car wheel factory, a piano a Lutheran minister and schoolmaster, and the settlement de" The Palatine Parish
forte factory, a soap factory, a machine shop, boiler works, and signated as
by Quassaic]:." In 1747, at
a barrel manufactory, in the aggregate giving employment to the election for trustees of the " Glebe," the members of the
200 hands, and producing annually goods to the amount of Church of England elected trustees of their own faith, who
closed the doors of the church against the Lutherans. The sul>
$240,000.
6
Shipping to the amount of about 4,000 tons burden is owned ject was laid before the Governor and Council, who. in 1762,
R.
R.
to
The
the
of
at this place.
lumber brought by
confirmed the " Globe" to the Church of England, and rei.ssned
receipts
this place in 1858 amounted to about 21,000,000 ft., and 20,000 a patent therefor to Alexander Colden and Richard Albertson,
acts
bunclies of shingles.
trustees, under the title of ''The Parish of Newburgh." By
7 The N. E.
part of this house was occupied by Jonathan Has- of the Legislature, passed since the war of the Revolution, tlie
•i

—

;

—

brouck from 1753, and from this circumstance it was formerly
known as " The Old Hasbrouck House." The kitchen on the s.
was added in 1760, making it a long, narrow building. In 1770
an addition was made upon the whole length of the w. side, and
a now roof was thrown over the whole. There are 8 rooms
on the first floor, and from the principal room 8 doors open
lending to every part of the house, including the chambers and
Tliis building was used by Washington for his headcellar.
quarters while the American army occupied this position upon
the Ilurlson. It was purchased by the State in 1850, and is
kept as nearly as possible in its original condition. The rooms
and the grounds ar^" filled with relics of the Revolution and

income of the "Glebe" is now devoted to public schools. Tho
name Newburgh is from a town in Scotland. From the early taxrolls tliefact is placed beyond question that Newburgh was the
first European settlement in Orange.
« Outside of Newburgh Village there are 4 churches in town;
3 M. E., and 1 Presb.
It is amply
10 This building will accommodate 200 inmates.
and is one of the best fursupplied with bath rooms and water,
nished and managed institutions of its kind in the country. A
school is maintained throughout the year.
11 The Precinct of New Windsor was formed from the "fVfr
.

cinct

of the Highlands" in 1703.
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manufacture.

tonville,

Moodiia^

in
(p. o.,)

the

contains a cotton factory, paper mill, and 10 dwellings. MorL.ittle
part contains 1 church, a gristmill, and 6 dwellings.
a p. o. The first settlements were made in 1731, by several emi-

(p. o.)
e.

s.

near the center, is
whom was Col. Charles Clinton, grandfather of De Witt
grants from Ireland, prominent among
The first church (Asso. Ref.) was formed at Little Britain, in 1700; Ilev. Robert Annan
Clinton.^
waS the first pastor.*

Britain,

—

"
"fVAIiliKIl'lj was formed March 7, 1788. Part of Calhoun," now Mount Hope, was taken
in 1825, and a part of Hamptonburgh in 1830. It lies upon the n. w. border of the co., n. e.
The principal streams are Shawangunk
of the center. Its surface is a hilly and broken upland.
River, forming the n. w. boundary, and Wall Kil, forming a part of the s. e. boundary. Monhagan
Creek and several other streams are tributaries of these two. The soil is a clayey and gravelly
loam. Middletowrn, (p. v.,) in the s. part, was incorp. Feb. 10, 1848. Next to Newburgh, it
ofi"

the largest village in the co. It contains 7 churches, the Wallkill Academy, several private
seminaries, 2 banks, 2 newspaper of&ces, and several manufacturing establishments.* It is an
important freight and milk station upon the Erie R. R.* Pop. 1,873. CirclevillCj (p. v.,) 5
is

mi. N. of Middletown, contains 2 churches and 16 dwellings. Scotch Tcivii, (p. v.,) 4 mi.
N. E. of Middletown, contains 1 church and 20 dwellings.
Depot, (p. v.,) a station
upon the r. r., 4 mi. x. w. of Middletown, contains a church and 15 dwellings. Meclianic

Hcwells

To'^th, 2 mi.

Wm.

of

E.

Rockville

and

of Middletown, contains a woolen factory and 20 dwellings.
The first settlement was made by Wm. and
are hamlets.

Bull, of Goshen,

who

located

upon Wall Kil

in 1767.®

Pliilipsbargli
Thomas Bull, sons

There are 12 churches in town.^

WARWICK.—

was formed March 7, 1788. A part of Chester was taken off in 1845. It lies
upon the line of N. J., in the extreme s. angle of the co. Its surface is mountainous in the s.
and E. and broken and hilly in the n. and w. The principal mountain ranges are the Sterling,
Rough, and Warwick Mts. in the s. e., and the Bellvale Mts. in the e.* They are high, steep, and
In the extreme w. part
rocky, and have all the characteristics peculiar to a wild, mountain region.
Several eminences in the midst of these
is a nearly level region, occupied by the Drowned Lands.^
lands are denominated islands.'" The principal streams are Wall Kil, forming the w. boundary,
Quaker Creek, forming the n. w. boundary, and the Wawayanda, or Warwick, and Pochuck
The other prinCreeks. Greenwood Lake, upon the s. line, extends about 4 mi. into this town.
and Thompsons Ponds, near the e. border. The
cipal bodies of water are Sterling, Wickhams,
soil is light and unproductive upon the hills, and a gravelly and sandy loam in the valleys.

Warvf^icll, (p. v.,) on Wawayanda Creek, near the center of the town, contains 3 churches, the
Warwick Institute, and 358 inhabitants. Florida, (p. v.,) in the n. part, contains 3 churches,
the S.

S.

Seward Seminary," and 45 dwellings;

dwellings;

Edenville,

Milfbrd,

(p. v.,)

in the

(p. v.,)

part, a

s.

church and 192 inhabitants

;

e.

Amity,

(p. v.,)

and 30
and 24 dwellings; IVew

in the w. part, 1 church

of Amity, a church

church and 20 dwellings;
Mollow, 2 mi. s.

and Dutcll

Works,

dwellings. Sterling
settlement is unkno\vn.

2 mi. n.

in the extreme

part, is

s.

Bellvale,

(p. v.,) in

the

e.,

a

of Bellvale, a church and 15
a hamlet.'^ The precise date of the
e.

Daniel Burt, from Conn., came into town in 1746.^' The first church
(Presb.) was formed in 1704, and the second (Bap.) in 1706." Hon. Wm. II. Seward was born at

first

the village of Florida.

Name

derived from Murderers Creek, and bestowed by N. P.
Formerly known as Oranj^evUle.
In 1732 or '33, families named Alsop, Ellison, Chambers, and
Lawrence settled upon the present site of Kew Windsor Village.
The headquarters of the American army were at this place at
one time during the Revolution.
3 There are 6 churches in town 3 M.
E., Presb., Prot. E., and
1

Willis.
2

;

Asso. Kef.
* The
principal establishments are a carpet bag factory, file
tkctory, grain cradle factory, hat factory, 2 sash and blind ftica foundery and machine shop. In the aggregate these
and
tories,
factories employ about 300 hands, and manufacture goods to the
amount of $450,000 annually.
6
2,-500 gall, of milk are sent daily to N. Y. from the e. e.
stations in this town.

the other early settlers were families named McCord,
McNeal, Borland, Rogers, Butterfield, Wisner. Murray, McCarter,
SIcVey, McWhorter, McDennis, McLaughlin, Campbell, Watkins, and Faulkner, the most of whom were Scotch emigrants.
J 4
Presb., 3 Bap., 2 Cong., 2 M. E., and R. C.
8 The
principal elevations in town are Hogback, Decker, One
Pine, and Hulls Hills, in the %.; Bill and Coxcomb Hills, in the
flwntiir; Long. Cedar. Pond, and Bill Whites Uills, in the 3. e.
6

Among

;

Round, Rocky, and Chucks Hills, in the s. Ponchuek Mt. and
Green and Adneys Hills, in the w. and Mts. Adam and Eve,
;

;

and Round
8

Hill, in the N.

w.

These lands have mostly been drained and converted into the

most valuable meadows.
10

Among these eminences are Pine, Merritt, Gardners,' Black
Walnut, Cranberry, and Fox Islands.
11 This
seminary was founded about 1845, by Judge S. S. Seward,
father of Wm. H. Seward, who endowed it with a fund of $20,000.
12
Sterling Works receives its name from the iron works
located upon the outlet of Sterling Pond. The manufacture of
iron has been carried on at this place for 100 years or more.
Gen. Wm. Alexander, Lord Sterling, is said to have been interested in them at one time and hence their name. Anchors and
12 to 15
steel were manufactured here during the Revolution.
;

tons of pig iron are now made here per day.
13
Among the other early settlers were Thos. Willing, Daniel
Whitney, Benj. Burt, John Vance, and David McCauley. The first
mill was built by David Burt, at Bellvale, in 1760. Many of the
early settlers were Dutch, and others English, from Mass. and

Conn.
K There are 11 churches in town
Ref. Prot.

D

;

6 M.E., 3 Presb., Bap.,

and
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w. of the center of the

co.

formed from Miiiisink, Nov.
Its surface is rolling

and
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15, 1849.
hilly.

It is

an interior town, lying

The highest summit is Joe Geo
The principal
of the s. e. corner.

The Drowned Lands occupy a portion
in the n. vr. part.
streams are Wall Kil, forming the s, e. boundary', Kutgers Creek, forming the s.
Wawayanda Creek, in the w. part, and jMonhagan Creek, in the n. e. corner. The

Ilill,^

vr.

boundary,

soil is chiefly

a clay and sandy loam, and is best adapted to pasturage.* IVew Iliiinpton, (p. v.,) on Wall
Kil, in the n. e. comer, contains a gristmill, sawmill, and 25 dwellings; Ilcntoil, 1 mi. s. w. of
New Hampton, 1 church and 25 dwellings
(p- v.,) near the center, 2 churches
;

Ridgebury?

and 30 dwellings; Slate Ilill, (p. v.,) 1 mi. w. of Kidgebury, 1 church and 25 dwellings;
Centerville,in the w. part, 1 church and 15 dwellings; Millsburgli, (Wells Corner p. o.,)
1 mi. s. of Centerville, on the line of Minisink, a grist and saw mill and 15 dwellings
and
Gai'dlierville, in the s. part, on the line of Minisink, a gristmill, sawmill, and 15 dwellings.
The tirst settlements are supposed to have been made previous to 1700.'' There are 5 churches in
town; 3 Presb., M. E., and Bap.
;

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellinys, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Liue
Stock, At/ricidtural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Orange County.
AcEES OF Land.

Valuation of 1858.

Population.

Names of Towns.

§
a, a.

Blooming Grove..
Chester

Cornwall
Crawford
Deerpark

S,99.Si

Goshen

,

Greenville

Hamptonburgh.

15,491
12.521i
10.S74i
19,575

..

Minisink

Monroe
Montgomery
Mount Uope

,

20,853i
12,075
14.519^
11,590
19.959}
23.18e.i

Newburgh

Xew Windsor

12,070^
23,244}
17,500

Wallkill

32,391i-

Warwick

30,003}
17,145

Wawa3'anda
a\3tal

I30S.599I

Names of Towns.

Blooming Grove..
Chester

Cornwall
Cra^vford

Deerpark
Goshen
Greenville

Hamptonburgh.
Minisink

Monroe
Montgomery
Mount Hope

Newburgh

New Windsor
Wallkill

Warwick
Wawayanda

.
,

5,549J
2,908
15,594
4,088
22.173

3,676^
4,736
2,184
2,497

77,666i
5,703
3,890
4,078J
3,371
7,35Si
20,326i
2,855
189,615

$989,921
689,132
656,729
692,445
1,342,945
1,288,175

414,703
693,287
521,863
1,034,800

$320,109
311,850
107,650
125,975
210.090
438,4.50

41,100
131,607
97,450
149.662

1,434,841

460,135
560,195
57,050
3,939,875 2,383,716
977,825
301,687
1,816.860
569,800
268,475
1,704,901
139,894
724,934
119,480.431

6,115,900

^1

$1,310,030
1,000,982
764,379

818,420
1,553,035
1,720,625
455,803
824,894
619,313
1,184,462
1,894,976
617,845
6,323,591
1,279,512
2,386,660
1,973,376
864,828
25,599.331

1.094

1,090

841
2,420

855
2,158

959

1,041

2,946
1,566

2,558
1,647

606
662
635

612
641
660

2.380

2.171

1,820
867

1,972

6,122
1,278
2,636

6,651
1.277
2.779

2,488
1,007

878

364
277
648
338
851
482
217
212
231
737
642
318

389
310
808
350
972
629
2:33

223
242
812
715
363

1,729

2,443

3S6
915
875
360

1,040

2,499
1,062

30.317 '30.5.51

9,582

11,186

44-4

030
377

ORLEANS COUNTY.
This county Tvas formed from Genesee, Nov. 11, 1824 Shelby was
annexed from Genesee April 5, 1825. It lies on Lake Ontario,
between Monroe and Niagara cos., centrally distant 232 mi. from
Albany, and contains 405 sq. mi. Its surface is level or unduhas a gradual inclinalating, and, except in the extreme s. part, it
;

It is divided into three distinct plateaus by
the lake and mountain ridges,' which extend e. and w. through the
The lower plateau slopes
CO. nearly parallel to the lake shore.
slightly and uniformly upward from the lake shore to the lake

tion to-\Tard the lake.

ridge, a distance of 6 to 8 mi.,

where

it

attains

an elevation of about

This ridge is composed of sand and gravel, and its seaward side is covered with coarse gravel and water-worn pebbles,
resembling the present lake beach.^ It is elevated 20 to 30 feet above the lower plateau, to which
There is generally a similar
it descends with a gentle inclination uniform in its whole extent.
slope upon its inland side but in many places the level of the country is nearly and sometimes

165

feet.

;

The ridge is 100 to 300 feet wide at the top, and nearly level.
quite as high as that of the ridge.
From the earliest settlement of the co. its summit has been used for a road. The second plateau
gently undulating, and 4 to 6 mi. wide, attaining an altitude of about 300 feet at the base of the
mountain ridge. This ridge, entering from Niagara co., runs nearly e. through the towns of Shelby
and Barre, and s. and e. through Clarendon. It preserves the character of a steep declivity in
Clarendon and Shelby, but in Barre its ascent is gradual. The upper plateau is undulating, and
from the mountain ridge southerly it gently rises for about 2 mi. to the culminating ridge, which
For about 2 mi. further the
is the highest land in the co. and nearly 450 feet above the lake.
surface is quite level and thence it gradually descends to the Tonawanda Swamp, on the s. border
The principal streams are Oak Orchard,' Johnsons,* and Sandy Creeks, which take their
of the CO.
Their channels are deeply
rise in or near the Tonawanda Swamp and flow n. and e. to the lake.
excavated and upon them are numerous waterfalls and rapids.
The underlying rock of the n. part is the Medina sandstone while the upper plateau rests upon
a base of Niagara limestone. Along the ridge in Clarendon and on the banks of Oak Orchard
Creek in Shelby are outcrops of this limestone. Hydraulic'limestone has been obtained from both
is

;

;

;

these localities, and quicklime is burned at various places along the ridge. The upper layers of
the Medina sandstone afford an excellent material for building and flagging purposes, and several
Elsewhere in the
quarries have been opened at Medina and other places on the line of the canal.
CO. this rock is friable,

and readily disintegrates upon exposure

to the

atmosphere.

It separates

into small, angular fragments, and then decomposes into a dark red, loamy clay.
rous salt springs originate in this formation, from which salt was manufactured until,

at

first

Numeby the

completion of the Erie Canal, they were brought into competition with the salines of Onondaga.*
The soil in the n. part of the co. is generally sandy but it is everywhere modified by the underlying formation and near the lake are several tracts in which clay predominates. In the s. it is
a mixture of clay, sand, and lime, and the whole is well adapted to grain raising. The various
;

;

Barley, oats, corn, beans, and potatoes are the
limited
principal crops,® and considerable quantities of apples and other fruits are raised.
amount of manufactures is carried on within the co.

branches of agriculture form the leading pursuits.

The county

seat

is

located at Albion,'' on the Erie Canal, in the central part of the co.

J The lake
ridge has been at some time the lake shore; the
mountain ridge is a continuation of the nioxintain ridge ofNiagara
formed
and
is
by the outcropping of the Niagara limestone.
CO.,
2 The
prhnitive character of this slope has become somewhat

obliterated by cultivation.
3

*

A

So named from a fine grove of oaks formerly at its mouth.
Named after Sir Wm. Johnson, who, with his forces, enat its mouth one night when on his way to Fort Niagara

camped

in 1759.
5 Salt works were erected at a
spring near Oak Orchard Creek,
about Ij mi. n. of Medina, at HoUey, and at Oak Orchard; and
Bait was made by the early settlers in nearly every town N. of
the canal. A boring of 140 feet at Oak Orchard resulted in
tightly increasing the strength of the brine, but not its quan512

tity;

and

at other places,

The

by blasting and boring, the springs

were destroyed.

principal crop of this co. ; but of
late the ravages of the midge have been so extensive that its
cultivation has been nearly abandoned.
' Previous to the erection of the co. buildings at Albion, the
courts were held at the house of Selah Bronson. in the village
of Gaines. The commissioners appointed by the Legislature to
seat were Philetus Swift, of Phelps, Ontario
locate the
6

Wheat was formerly the

county
J. Hathaway, of
Victory Birdseye, of Onondaga co., and
Cortland co. The site of the co. buildings was deeded to the
and
the
courthouse was
supervisors by Nehemiali Ingersoll
built in 1827. Gilbert Howell, of Ridgeway, Elihu Matiier, of
the
were
of
commissioners
and
Calvin
Barre,
Smith,
Gaines,
CO.,

;
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a fine building, situated in the midst of a park, near the center of the village. It
and is surmounted by a dome 110 feet above the ground. It contains the court,
jury, supervisors', and surrogate's rooms.* The jail, situated just e. of the courthouse, is a commodious edifice, built of Medina sandstone. The county clerk's ofiicc is a small, one story brick

courthouse

is

built of brick,

is

The poorhouse is located upon a farm of 107 acres in the
building, adjoining the courthouse.
s. of Albion,
Its average number of inmates is 56, supported at a weekly

town of Barre, 3 mi.

The farm yields a revenue of about $700.
The works of internal improvement in the co. are the Erie Canal, extending through near the
center the Tonawanda Swamp Feeder, conducting the waters of the swamp into Oak Orchard
cost of 80 cts. each.

;

Creek and the canal; and the Rochester & Niagara Falls R. R., a branch of the N. Y. Central.''
Three weekly newspapers are now published in the co.'
Long before the advent of the whites this co. was the hunting ground and probable residence
of the Iroquois and there are traces of an occupation long anterior to them and by an entirely
distinct race.*
The 3 eastern towns of the co. belonged to the Conn. Tract and the Pulteney
There is a tradition that a
Estate, and the remaining part of the co. to the Holland Purchase.
Canadian, with his family, settled at the mouth of Oak Orchard Creek as early as 1792-93 but
his stay was of short duration, and by some he is now regarded as a myth.
The first permanent
settlers were James and Wm. "Walsworth, two brothers, who came from Canada by the way of the
lake, and who located respectively at the mouths of Oak Orchard and Johnsons Creeks, In the
present town of Carlton. A few settlers came in each year until 1809, when the great natural
;

;

thoroughfare, the ridge road, was opened, inducing a much more rapid influx of settlers. Immigrants continued to pour in rapidly and settle near the ridge road, until settlement was checked
by the "War of 1812. Upon the capture of Fort Niagara by the British, in 1813, many of the people

from their homes, but soon returned.* After the return of peace, the tide of immigration again
toward this region, and continued to flow steadily and uninterruptedly for several years.
The settlers generally chose locations in the immediate vicinity of the ridge road, and continued

fled

eet in

to do so until the completion of the Erie Canal, when the regions further s. began rapidly to fill
up. Since that time steady progress has been made in every element of material prosperity, until
the CO. has taken front rank among the best agricultural regions of the State.

BARRE^—^was
tier of towns,

underlaid by

formed from Gaines, March 6, 1818. It is the most southerly of the middle
the largest towTi in the co.
Its surface is undulating, and its soil a rich loam
the Niagara limestone.
The Tonawanda Swamp occupies the s. part. Albion,^

and

is

appointed to superintend
CO.

its erection.

were Elijah Foot, First Jwlijc

; S.

The

first officers

of the

M. Jtoody, Pyrus Harwood.

Eldridge Farwell, and William Peimiman, Judges; William
Lewis, Sheriff; and Orson Nicholson, Co. Clerk.
1 The courthonse was erected in
1S57-58, at a cost of $20,000.
The courtroom is a large and spacious apartment, 56 feet long
by 55 fuct wide, and 26 feet hij^h.
2 The Medina & Darien R. R. Co. was
organized in 1835, and
the road was opened as far as Akron. Stages drawn by horses
Were put upon the road ; but the whole was abandoned iu 2 or 3
years.
8

The

The

Gazette, the first paper published in the CO., was started
at Gaines in 1822 by Seymour Tracy, and was continued

4 years.
Newport Patriot was started at "Newport." now Albion,
Feb. 9, 1824, by Franklin Cowdrey. In Feb. 1S25, Timo-

thy C. Strong

became

proprietor, and changed

to
of the exciteit

The Spirit of Seventy-Six. and continued until May 27, 1858.
The OrUan.t Whig was commenced at Gaines in July, 1827, by
John Fisk, and continu<'d several years.
The Medina Herald was issued in 1&32 by Daniel P.Adams, and
continued 2 or 3

The Medina

Sentinel

ycai-s.

was started

in

Aug. 1837, by

J.

*

J. H.

Denio. The following year it was changed to
The Orleans Sentinel, and continued until May, 1842.
The BucltaU was commenced in 1840 by S. M. BurrougliJ.

was subsequently changed to
The Medina Democrat, and continued 2 or 3 years.
The Medina (Mizen was sUirted in 1S5U by H. A. Smith.
1852 it was changed to

It

In

The Medina Tribune, and

People's Journal was
1858 by J. W. Swan.
About I5 mi. w. of Shelby Center are the remains of an an-

The
<

in 1859 sold to Sam'lH.dai-k.
published at Medina a short time in

The Orleans Advocate. In Feb. 1828, in the midst
cient fortification, nearly circular in form, enclosing an area of
ment following the abduction of Morgan, Mr. Strong about 3 acres. A broad ditch encircled the whole. Flint arrow
changed it to
heads, stone axes, several piles of small stones, and pieces of
TTie Orleans Advocate and Anti Masonic Telegraph; and in Feb. earthenware have been found within the enclosure. Trees of
400 years' growth stand upon the embankment. Large numbers
1829, it took the name of
Tfte Orleans Anti Masonic Telegraph. In June of the same of human skeletons, many of them of giant size, have been exhumed near the fort. Many of these seem to have been thrown
year it was changed to
The Orleans Telegraph; and soon after to
promiscuously into one common grave; and it is generally supTlie American Standard. It was issued 2 years by J. Kemp- posed that this has been the scene of a great battle.
6 As soon as the news of the
shall, when it passed back into the hands of JMr. Strong,
capture of Fort Niagara reached
who changed it to
the village of Gaines, Capt. Eleazur McCourty, with a company

The Orleans American.

In April, 1844, it passed into of volunteers, started for the Niagara fi-ontier. On their way
& .J. H. Denio, and was continued by they surprised and captured, after a. short conflict, a body of
when it was bought by S. A.Andrews, marauding British and Indians .at Muleneux's tavern, in the
town of Cambria, Niagara co. They subsequently captured
by whom it is now published.
Orleans Repnblican was commenced at Albion another party near Youngstown, and compelled them to carry
the hands of J.

them

The

until 1853,

in Oct. 1829, by C. S. McConnell.
It was published by
him until 1841; by 11. W. Dupuy a few months; by an
association until 1845; by 11. E. Purdy until 1S46; and
by C. S. McConnell until"lS48, when it was sold to Wil-

son & Beach, its present publishers.
The Albion Times was established Oct. 23, lSr.-3, by
Bon. Jan. 11, 1S55, it was changed to

J. 0. Nicker-

33

back their booty to " Hardscralile," (Dickersouville.) They remained upon the lines about 20 days, until the arrival of the
militia drafted fiom Cayuga and the adjoining cos.
6 Named from
Barre, Mass.
"
'
Originally called Newport," but changed at the time of its
incorporation.
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was incorp. April 21, 1828. It is situated on the Erie CanaJ, in the s.
(p. v.,) the county seat,
part of the town, and is the principal station upon the N. Y. C. R. R. between Rochester and
Lockport. It contains 5 churches, the Phipps Union Female Seminary,^ the Albion Academy,
a bank, 2 newspaper offices, and several manufactories.^ Pop. 3,776. Barre Center, (p. o.,)

of Albion, contains 30 dwellings. £ag'le Harbor lies partly in this town. Soutb
4 mi.
Barre (p. 0.) and Jacksons Corners (West Barre p. 0.) are hamlets. Rich's Corners
s.

Settlement was commenced by Wm. McAllister, in 1811.' The first church
was organized Nov. 5, 1816, by Revs. Eleazur Fairbanks and Comfort Williams.*
CARLiTOjV was formed from Gaines and Ridgeway, April 13, 1822, as "Oak Orchard." Its
name was changed in 1825. It lies on the lake shore, between Kendall and Yates, and is crossed in a
X. E. direction by Oak Orchard and Johnsons Creeks. The surface is level, and the soil generally sandy.
Salt water has been discovered near West Carlton.* Carlton,^ (p. o.,) East Carlton, (p. o.,)
If est Carlton, (p. o.,) Waterport, (p. o.,) Kenyonville, Oak Orchard Harbor,
ami Bald^Tin Corners are hamlets. Settlement was commenced in 1803, by two brothers, Jas.
and Wm. Walsworth, the former at the mouth of Oak Orchard Creek, the latter on Johnsons Creek.
Matthew Dunham and his sons Matthew, Jas., and Charles, from N. Y. City, settled near Johnsons
Creek in the fall of 1803.' The first church (M. E.) was organized at West Carlton, about 1816.»
is

in the x. e. part.

(Cong.)

—

—

—

Cli A.REIVD01V was formed from Sweden, Monroe co., Feb. 23, 1821. It is the s. e. corner town
The e. branch of Sandy Creek rises in the Tonawanda Swamp and flows n. Upon this

of the CO.

—

one at the village of Clarendon and the other in the N. part of the town.
Along the line of the mountain ridge the surface is broken, and elsewhere it is gently rolling or
The soil is a sandy loam in the n. stony. Limestone for building purposes and hydraulic
level.
limestone have been obtained at Clarendon. Clarenilon^ (P-''^') contains 2 churches, a limited

stream are two waterfalls,

;

The first settlement was made in 1811, at
of manufactories,^" and about 30 dwellings.
the village of Clarendon, by Eldridge Farwell." There are now 3 churches in town.'^

number

—was

formed from Ridgeway, Feb. 14, 1816. Barre was taken off in 1818, and a
It is the central town in the co.
It is crossed by Otter and Marsh
Oak Orchard, and by the w. branch of Sandy Creek. The lake ridge
'extends e. and w. through the center. The surface is level and the soil sandy. Eagle
Harbor, (p. v.,) on the Erie Canal, contains 2 churches, 2 flouring mills, and a large stave
Pop. 639, 509 in Gaines and 130 in Barre. Gaines^* (p-"^-) contains 3
factory and cooperage.
churches and 342 inhabitants. East Gaines and West Gaines are p. offices and Gaines
Basin, on the canal, and Fairhaven, are hamlets. The first settlement was made prior to
Gilbert.
Noah Burgess, Samuel Crippen,
1809, by
Elliott, and Elijah Downer came in
1809.''
The first church (Bap.) was organized in 1810.i«
Cr AI]VES^'

part of Carlton in 1822.
Creeks, branches of the

—

;

1 Tlie
Phipps Union Female Seminary was established in 1833.
The main building was erected in 1836, and additions have been
since iiKide. until the whole outlays have reached $20,000. The
average number of pupils is about 250.

2
Flouring mills, turnaces, a woolen factory, a tannery, a
cabinet ware manufactory, and a planing mill.
8 McAllister settled on the
present site of the Phipps Female
Seminary, near the courthouse. Among the earliest settlers
were Joseph Stoddart, Keuben Clark, Joseph Hart, and Elijah
Barrow, who located in the N. part of the town in 1812. The
first death, that of Mrs. McAllister, occurred in Sept. 1811.
The
first sawmill was built by Wm. White in 1816, on Sandy Creek, a
the first gristmill, in 1819, by Wm. Bradner,
little E. of Albion
near the same place and the first tavern was kept by Abraham
Mattison, in 1815, at Bentons Corners, about 2 mi. 8. of Albion.
The first school was taught by Mrs. Cyrus Benton.
* There are 7 churches in town
Presb., Bap., Prot. E., M. E.,
;
and R. C. at Albion, Cong, at Barre Center, and M. E. at Jacksons Corners.
6
Lyman Fuller, in digging a well, bored through a stratum
of rock, and obtained salt water of such strength that 2 galls,
yielded a pint of salt. The hole through the rock was plugged
in from above.
up, and fresh water came
"
6
Locally known as Two Bridges."
7 In
18U4, Elijah Hunt, Henry Lovell, Moses Root, Elijah
Brown, and Job Shipman settled in this town. The first death
in town, unless it was that of a member of the Canadian family
was that of a deserter from Fort Nian-entioned on page
gara, who was drowned in attempting to cross Johnsons Creek,
about 1800. The first death of an actual settler was that of
Elijah Brown, May 7, 1805. The first births were those of a pair
of twins, children of James Walsworth, in 1806; and the first
marriage, that of Wm. Carter and Amy Hunt, in 1804. The first
gristmill was built on Johnsons Creek, by Matthew Dunham, in
in IslG, at West Carlton,
».s0i3; and the first store was opened
;

;

,

The first school was taught by Peleg Helms, In
the winter of 1810-11.
8 There are now 5 churches in
town; Bap. and Presb. at
Carlton, M. E. at West Carlton, Bap. at East Carlton, and M. E.
at Kenyonville. The first religious services in town were conducted by " Old Mr. Steele," a M. E. preacher from Canada, some

by Geo. Kuck.

"
*
time prior to 1810.
Formerly known as Farwdls Mills."
10 2
sawmills, a gristmill, and a furnace.
11
Benj. Thomas, Benajah Worden, Elieha Huntly, .John Cone,
John Stephens, David Church, and Cbauncey Robinson were
among the earliest settlers. Eldridge Farwell built the first
sawmill, on Sandy Creek, in 1811, and the first gristmill, in 1813.
The first store was kept by Hiram Frisbee, in 1821 and tho
first school was taught by Mrs. Amanda Bills.
12 M. E. and Univ. at
Clarendon, and a Christian church about
li mi. w. of Clarendon.
IS Named in honor of Gen. E. P.
Gaines, through the instrumentality of Wm. J. Babbitt.
1*
Incorp. by the Legislature in 1832, but never organized
under the act.
15
Among the early settlers were Reuben Rowley, Harry Wilcox, Joseph and Aaron Adams, Robert and Cotton Leach, Newbury Chafey, Dyer Sprague, Samuel Rosier, Wm. Burlingame,
Walter Fairfield, Lansing Bailey, John Proctor, and James
Mather. The first death was that of
Gilbert, who died in
or before 1809. His wife and niece, Amy Scott, remained, and
wintered a yoke of oxen and several cows upon browse cut by
;

themselves. The first birth was that of Samuel Crippen, jr., in
1810 and the first marriage, that of Cyrus Daniels and Eliza heth
Freeman, Julv 4. 1812. The first inn was kept by Wm. Sibley,
in 1811 and the first store, by Wm. Perry, in 1815. Orin Gleasnu
taught the first school, in the winter of 1813-14. Henry Drake
built the first sawmill, in 1813; and the first gristmill was built
by .Tonathan Gates, in 1822.
"i« There are 6 churches in town; M. E. and Wes. Meth. at
;

;
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on tho lake shore,'

It lies

in the e.

part of the co., and is crossed by Bald Eagle Creek near the center, and Sandy Crct^k in the
Its surface is level; and the soil, with the exception of a belt of clay across the s. part,
part.

a sandy loam. There are several small salt springs in the town.
churches and about 25 dAvellings. West Kendall (p. o.) and

The

hamlets.

The

first

first

made

(p. v.)

contains 4

Kendall Mills

(p. o.) are

by Samuel Bates, from 'hittendeu co., Vt.*
conducted by Elder Stephen Randall, was held in the spring of 18 IG.*

settlement was

religious service,

Kcildilll

s.

is

in 1812,

(

MI'RRAY—was formed from "Northampton" (now Gates, Monroe co.,) April 8, 1808.

Sweden

Clarkson in 1819, and Kendall in 1837. It lies on the e. border of the co.,
between Clarendon and Kendall, and is crossed by Sandy Creek, tho two branches of which unite
This stream has worn a deep channel at Holley it is
at Murray, in the N. part of the town.
about 75 feet below the level of the land. The embankment over which the N. Y. C. R. R. crosses

was taken

off in 1813,

;

The surface is generally level, except in
the gulf is one of the largest on the line of that road.
The soil is mostly a sandy loam; in some parts, however, it is
the s. w. part, where it is rolling.
clayey. Near Holley are two sulphur and several salt springs, at the latter of which salt was manufactured previous to the opening of the canal. The Medina sandstone approaches near the surface and quarries have been opened in the neighborhood of Ilulberton.* Ilolley,* (p. v.,) incorp.
3, 1850, a station on the N. Y. C. R. R., is situated in the s. part of tlie town, on the Erie
;

Sept.

Canal.

It contains 2 churches, the

Holley Academy, and several manufacturing establishments.''
278 inhabitants; and Ilindsbnrprli (p-v.) 107.
hamlets. Murray Oepot is a r. r. station. The

Ilulberfon (p. v.) contains
Murray^ (p-o-) ^^^ Brockville are
Pop. 614.
first

settlement was

formed Jan.

5,

made by Epaphras Mattison,
John F. Bliss.^"

prior to 1809.'

Tlie first church (Cong.)

was

1819, by Rev.

RIOGEWAY"—was formed from Batavia,

(Genesee co.,) June 8, 1812. Gaines was taken
Shelby in 1818, and Yates and a part of Carlton in 1822. It lies on the w. border
of the CO., between Shelby and Yates, and is crossed by Johnsons and Oak Orchard Creeks. Upon
the latter, at Medina, is a waterftiU about 30 feet high and at Jeddo and Oak Orchard, where
the streams cross the lake ridge, are low waterfalls. The surface is generally level, and the soil a
off in 1816,

;

sandy loam. Some of the most important of the salt springs of this co. are in this town.^*
Within and near the village of Medina are extensive quarries and large quantities of building,
Meflagging, and paving stone are sent to Rochester, Buffalo, and other places on the canal.^^
dina, (p. v.,) incorp. March 30, 1832, lies on the Erie Canal, mostly within this town. It is an
important station on the N. Y. C. R. R., and is connected with Ridgeway on the N. and Shelby
Center on the s. by the Medina & Alabama Plank Road. It contains 5 churches, an academy," a
newspaper ofiice, and several manufactories.^* Pop. in 1855, 2,104, in Ridgeway 1,915, in Shelby
189.
Knowlesville,'® (p- v.,) a station on the N. Y. C. R. R., situated in the e. part of the
town, on the Erie Canal, contains 3 churches and several manufactories.'' Pop. 490. Oak Orcliard'* (p.v.) has a pop. of 136; Jeddo (p. v.) of 124; and Ridge^vay (p. v.) of 64.
IVortli Ridgeway is a p. o. The first settlement was made by Ezra D. Barnes, from De Ruyter,
;

—

Eagle Harbor. Cong, and Presb. at Gaines, Univ. at Fairhaven,
and Free Will Bap. at East Gaines.
1 Named in honor of Amos Kendall, P. M. Gen.
2 Near the mouth of Bald Eagle Creek the lake makes rapid
encroachments upon the land, and whole fields have been swept

away.

8
Among the early settlers were Amos Randall, David Jones,
Benj. Morse, and Nathaniel Brown, who came in ISlo. The
first birth was that of Bartlett Morse, in 1816; the first marriage, that of James Aiken and Esther A. Bates, March 2, 1817;
and the first death, that of a son of Geo. Balcom, in 1816. The
the first inn,
first store was kept by Hiram Thompson, in 182.3
by Lyman Spicer, in 1823; and the first sawmill was built by
Amnion Auger & Ebenezer Boyden, in 1819. The first school
was taught by Gerdon Balcom, in 1819.
* There are 5 churches in town; Univ., Bap., Presb., and
M. E. at Kendall, and M. E. at West Kendall.
6 St. Paul's Church in Buffalo is built of material obtained at
one of these quarries.
8 Named in honor of Myron Holley, one of tho first canal
;

commissioners.
'

A

gristmill, a tannery, a furnace

and plow

factory,

and a

cabinet ware manufactory.
8
LociiUy known as "Sandy Creek."
9 Amniig the
early settlers were Daniel Wait, .Toshua Rockwood, and Peleg Sisson. The first birth in town w is that of
the first marriage, that of Zimri Perin 1*11
Muttison,
Betsey
rigo and Lucftta Spafford, .Tan. 17, 1815; and the first death,
that of -Mrs. Daniel Reed, in lsl4. The first inn was kept by
Epaphras Mattison, in 1809 the first store, by Isaac Leach, in
;

;

1815; and the

first gristmill

Fanny Furguson taught the

was

built

by Perry & Luce,

first .school, in

the

summer

in 1816.
of 1814.

There are 4 churches in town Bap. and Presb. at Holley,
M. E. at Hulberton, and Bap. in w. part of town.
11 So named from the
ridge way or road formed by the lake
ridge running E. and w. through the town.
12 Salt works were erected at a
spring N. of Medina by the Holland Land Co. as early as 1805, and thrown open for the use of
the settlers. Two roads opened liy the Co. at the same time
one from the works s. to the " Old Buffalo Road," and the other
" Oak
E. to the
Orchard Road'' were widely known as the "SaU
Wrirl-i Roads."
10

;

—

—

13 The
principal quarries are owned by Isaac Hathaway and
John Ryan. The upper layers cleave off in smooth slabs from
2 to 5 inches thick. The succeeding layers are thicker, some
of the lower ones several feet. Besides what has been sent to

—

the larger places for building, flagging, and paving, large quantities have been quarried for building bridge abutments and canal
walls.

K The Medina Academy was incorp. in 1849, and is both an
academy and a common school, participating in both the literature and common school funds. The average number of pupils
400.
16 5
flouring and grist mills, with an aggregate of 22 run of
stone, 2 oil mills, 2 iron founderies, 2 saah and blind factories, a
is

tannery, and a machine shop.
IS Named after Dea.
Knowles, one of the earliest settlers
17 A steam sawmill, steam
gristmill, tannery, and plaster nailL
18 At Oak Orchard is a
distillery.
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Madison

co.,

The

N. Y., in 1809.^

first

church (Presb.) was formed at Oak Orchard in 1817, by

Rev. Jedediah Fairbanks.^

SIIEL.B Y^— was

formed from Ridgeway, March 6, 1818. It
Johnsons Creek and a branch of the Oak Orchard take their

w. corner town of the
and the Oak
Orchard crosses it through the center. Upon the latter stream, at Shelby Center, is a fall, afibrding
a valuable water-power. The surface is undulating and the soil a mixture of sand, clay, and lime.
The Tonawanda Swamp occupies the s. part. Slielby* (Shelby Center p. o.) contains 1 church
CO.

the

is

s.

rise in this town,

;

Millville Academy, and
;^ Millville (p. v.) contains 3 churches, the
about 45 dwellings. East Slielby (p. o.) and Sbelby Basin (p. o.) are hamlets; and "West
Shelby is a p. office. 3Ieflina is partly in this town. The remains of Indian fortifications
have been discovered in this town. The first settlement was made by Alex. Coon, from Rensselaer

and several manufactories

in 1810.*

CO.,

The

church (Bap.) was formed July 25, 1818.^

first

YATES^—was formed

from Ridgeway, April 17, 1822, as "Koiihton;" its name was changed
It is crossed by Johnsons
It is the most westerly town upon the lake shore.
the following year.
Creek and two smaller streams. Marsh Creek and Four Mile Creek have their whole course in the
town. The surface is level, except along Johnsons Creek, where it is undulating; the soil in the
s. is

a sandy loam, and along the lake clayey.

several manufactories.

Academy. Pop. 191.
from Adams, Jefi'erson

l.yn<l0liville

Yates Center
County Line (p.o.) is on
Pop. 242.

co., settled

(p. v.)

contains 3 churches and

(Yates p.o.) contains 1 church and the Yates
the w. line of the town. George Houseman,

town in 1809, and John Eaton, from Penn., in 1810.'

in this

There are now 6 churches in town.^"

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Orleans County.
Acres of

Names

Population.

Valuation of 1858.

LAtfi).

Schools.

op Towns.

'I
I

1§

34.7 60i

Barre
Carlton
Clarendon.
Gaines
Kendall

21,330
15,0S0J
14,082
16,297
16.387
24.386

Murray
Kidgeway..
Shelby
Yates

20,573f
19.052

Total..

1S1,948J

I

ft;

809.520
819.134
622.234

918
1,339

1,193

975

909

930,300

1.470

1,842,937
1,114,907
808,987

2,793
1,593
1,023

1.406
2.433

$310,693
27.720
97,569
77,300
70,287
1S9.791
201,540
71,900
79,600

$2,727,811

973

460
336
461
375
519
933
593
399

62,326|

1,126,400

10,592,223 14,772 13,663

5,299

5,6231-

9,465,823

3,428
1,233

916,.393

Bush, op GoAm.

...

Barre

1,93'

Carlton
Clarendon..

1,063

Kendall.....

870
639
798

Murray

80'

Gaines

Ridgeway.
Shelby

,

iTates.,

Total.

1,538
1,058

930

2,655
1.673

1,172
1,119
1,633
1,318
1,923
1,483
1,515

9.640114.491

(3

1,845 16,579
907 12.452
872 4.805
638 6.842
871 10.577

731

5,703
1,246 11,402
96 10,648
844 12,277

3,615
1,450
1,278

972
1,459
1,079
2,144
2,092
1,603

s

T

s

^

90,573
44,954
36,782
21,817i
8,868
26.863
53.822

59,296^
34,750

8,921 91,285 15,6921 1379,726

Eli More, Israel Douglas,

Dyer Sprague, Otis Tufner, Dr.
White, David Hooker, and S. B. IMurdock were .imong the
The first sawmill was built by the Holland Land
The first gristCo.. as early as 1S05, to encourage settlement.
mill was built by Otis Turner .ind Dr. \\"hite. In 1812; and the
first tavern was opened in 1810, by Eli More.
Lucy Judson
taught the first school.
- There are now 9 churches in town; Prot.
E., Bap., M. E.,
Presb., and R. C. at Medina, Presb., M. E., and Bap. at Knowles^ Named in honor of Gov.
ville, and Univ. at Ridgeway.
Shelby.
*
Generally known as "Shelby Center," and at an early day

Wm.

first settlers.

called ''Barnegat."
6 2
flouring and grist mills, 1 paper mill, 1 tannery, 1 carding
mill, and 2 sawmills.
6

Kleazur Frary, Henry and Robert Garter, David Deniara,
Ellicott, and Wm. Bennett were among the earliest setThe first birth w,as that of Asa Coon, i'eb. 14, 1811; and

Joseph
tlers.

1,453

364
258
322
306
391
779
395
322
4,993

9>

I

4,025

132

10,514

164.055i
76,578i
58,037 i
56.244A
95.234i
56,145
93.784
106.871
56,590

Daisy Products.

V

of Towns.

ilS

1

1,223

Agricultural Products.

Live Stock.

Names

feci

3,369
1,096
831

$2,417,118
888,673
711,951
11,350
3,845
741,834
4,940
551,947
740,509
4,786i
1,641,397
6,798f
6,913
1,043,007
4,177
729,387

13.893

s

3,798i
2,949i

37.415
14.532
10.822
12,295
19.597
9,587
28,181
23.955
15,483

is

kt;^

ei'^

6.696J
3,532i
2,926
3.270i
3,391
3.176i
4.879

!

O 3

2 O
66,000
31.092
25.966
29.372
16.216
19,697
32,417
40,S24i
20.197

763,542J 34,620i 171.867 281,781^

184,996
93.261
85.251
90.317
77.035
66.851
115,124

31.116 1.142^
8.730 l,107i
383
10,687
79
6.555

112..570

11,404
9.770

86,608

5.-375

8.942
17.719

886
'86
270i
82.3^

846

912,013 110.298116,324

the first death, that of Wm. Bennett, Oct. 4, 1812. The fiist
sawmill was built by Joseph Ellicott, on Oak Orchard Creek,
in 1S12, and the first gristmill, in 1813. The first inn was kept
by David Timmerman. in 1816; and the first store, by Christian
Groff. in I^IS.
Cornelius Ashton taught the first school, in the
winter of 1S15-16.
' There are 9 churches in town
4 M. E., 1 Presb., 1 Quaker,
1 Christian, 1 Bap., and 1 F. W. Bap.
8 Named in honor of Gov. Yates.
9 The first
marriage in town was that of Geo. Houseman, jr.
and Sally Covert, in 1817 and the first death, that of Mrs. Geo.
Housemiin. sr., in Dec. 1813. The first inn was kept by Samuel
Tappeti, at Yates Center, in 1'25; and the fir.^t store, by Moore
& Hough, in 1824. The first school was taught by Josiah Perry,
;

:

in 1!-19.
10
Presb., M. E.. and Christi.in at Lvndonville. Bap. at Yates
Center, Wes. Meth. on E. town line, and M. E. on co. line.

OSWEGO COUNTY.
This county was formed from Oueida and Onondaga, March 1,
It is situated upon the s. e. extremity of Lake Ontario,
centrally distant 135 mi. from Albany, and contains an area of

1816.^

A

1,038 sq. mi. Its surface is generally level or gently undulating.
series of bluffs 20 to 40 feet high border immediately upon the lake

;

their tops the laud stretches out in long and gradual
The
slopes, occasionally broken by the valleys of the river courses.
general inclination is northerly, as indicated by the drainage,

and from

though the summits of the ridges within half a mi. of the lake have
about the same altitude as those upon the s. border of the co.
low ridge extending in an easterly and westerly direction, from 3

A

to 5 mi. N. of

Oneida Lake, forms the watershed between Lakes

part of the co. this ridge turns northward and unites with the
system of highlands which separates Lake Ontario and the valley of Black River. The highest
tide.
point of this range, in the town of Rcdfield, is 1,200 to 1,500 feet above

Ontario and Oneida-

In the

e.

of this co. consist of the Lorraine shales, in the extreme n. part, on the lake the gi'ay
extending from the n. e. corner to near the center, its southern limits being marked by
a line drawn due e. from Oswego River about 1 mi. from its mouth the Medina or red sandand the
stone, bordering on the last, and comprising more than one-third of the area of the co.

The rocks

;

sa'ndstone,*

;

;

Clinton group of shales, slate, and sandstone, occupying the extreme s. border. These rocks are
exposed only in the n. e. part and along the river courses, being generally covered with a thick
mass of drift and alluvial deposits, consisting of sand, gravel, and clay. The gray sandstone is

by the action of the elements hence the disintegration is
The Lorraine shales are easily disintegrated, and form
and
slight,
poor.
upon
the basis of the strongest and richest soils in the co. The red sandstone crops out on the banks of
It is extensively quarried for
all the streams which flow through the region which it occupies.
building stone, though it is more easily acted upon by the elements than the gray sandstone.
Weak brine springs are found associated with this red sandstone throughout the co. The Clinton
group, occupying the entire s. border, consists of parallel layers or beds of shale and red and gray
sandstonev This is the same geological formation in which is found the principal iron ore beds of
Penn. and Oneida co. and throughout the formation in this co. iron ore is found.
The drainage of the w. and s. parts of the co. is principally through Oswego River, and of the N.
hard and compact, and

and the

soil

is little
it is

affected

;

thin

;

E. portions through Salmon River and a great numl.ier of smaller streams that flow directly into
the lake. Oswego River is formed by the junction of Seneca and Oneida Rivers at Three River
Point. It is 23 mi. in length, and falls 128 feet in its course, in several distinct falls, each ot which

and

Oneida River, forming the outlet of Oneida Lake, is 18 mi. in
about 12J feet in its course. Salmon River and other streams flowing into the e.
extremity of the lake all have successions of rapids and cascades, which furnish to that portion of the
The principal bodies of water are Lakes Ontario and Oneida.
CO. an abundance of water-power.

furnishes an excellent water-power.
length,

and

falls

The former, constituting the N. w. boundary, presents an almost unbroken coast line for a distance
of 40 mi. within the limits of the co. Little Sandy Pond, in the town of Sandy Creek, is the only
considerable indentation. The mouth of Oswego River furnishes a valuable harbor, the only one of
Oneida Lake, constituting a portion of the s. boundary, is 141J feet above
one link in the chain of the internal water communication of the State.
considerable portion of the land in its immediate vicinity is marshy. Iron ore beds and a fine quartz
The soil found in the shale and
sand, used in the manufacture of glass, are found upon its n. shores.

importance in the

Lake

Ontario.'

co.

A

It is

sandstone region has already been noticed.
portion of the co. furnish a great variety of

The
soil.

drift

and

which cover the greater
are light and weak, while the
Where these are mixed, a rich, deep

alluvial deposits

The sandy portions

clayey portions are hard, tough, and unyielding in many places.
soil is the result. Along the e. border of the co. are great quantities of limestone boulders, which essen1 Its name was derived from tlip Indian On-ti-ah-iui-taqne.
The
early French explorers called it ^•Chntniritcrn." The portion lying
E. of Oswego Kiver was taken from Oneiila, and tliat lyins w. from
Onondaga. The Onondaga portion embraced the ti iwnsliip of Hannibal and 33 lots of Lysander, belonging to the Militai-y Tract.

? This grsiy sandstone has been nsed for grindstones.
3 This
heiilit is that given by the State Geologists.
Joseph E.
Bloonifield, Civil Engineer of Oswego co., who has made several

piiiveys
12-t feet

through this region, makes the height of Oneida Lake
above Lake Ontario.
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The marshes are generally composed of beds of black muck and
modify the soil of that region.
other vegetable matter, and form the richest kind of natural meadow when drained and cultivated.
and commerce about equally engage the attention of the people.
Agriculture, manufactures,
Stock raisino- and dairying are the principal branches of agriculture spring grains and wool are also

tially

;

mostly concentrated at Oswego City, and is carried on by
Oswego Canal, and the r. e. The manufactures consist of flour, lumber,
amount of flour annually manufactured is greater
barrels,^ starch, and a variety of other articles. The
than in any other co. in the State. The principal mills are at Oswego City, Fulton, and vicinity.
The Oswego Canal, connecting Lake Ontario with the Erie Canal at Syracuse, is 38 mi. long, and

extensively produced.'
means of the lake, the

The commerce

is

most of the distance is formed by the slackwater navigation of Oswego River. Oneida Lake and
River also form apart of the internal navigable waters of the State, connecting with the Oswego Canal
The Oswego & Syracuse R. R. conat Three River Point and with the Erie Canal at Higginsville.
The Watertown & Rome R. R. enters the
nects with the New York Central R. R. at Syracuse.
for

and passes through Williamstown, Albion, Richland, and Sandy Creek.
divided into two jury districts,' the courts being held respectively at Pulaski Village
At the former place a brick building, including a courthouse and jail, was
City.*

CO. in the n. e. corner,

This

CO. is

and Oswego

erected in 1820,

and

at the latter a

wood courthouse about the same

time.*

A

stone jail

was

erected in the city in 1850, and a fireproof co. clerk's ofBce in 1851.^ The co. poorhouse is located
upon a farm of 60 acres in the town of Mexico. It is an old building, and is poorly adapted to its

An asylum for insane paupers is in process
of inmates is about 50.
purpose. The average number
of erection adjacent to the poorhouse. The Oswego Orphan Asylum, located at Oswego City, is in
the children of the inmates of the poorhouse between the ages of 4 and
part a co. institution. All
6 years are supported at the Orphan Asylum at the co. expense.''
Two

daily

and 5 weekly papers are published

in the co.*

of the co. were principally engaged in the
manufacture of lumber anJ potash. Wheat was once a staple
since
the commencement of the ravages of the
but
production:
midge it has given place to the coarser grains.
2 Barrels to the amount of 1,500,000 are annually manufactured for the Oswego flour mills and the Syracuse salt works.
8 The eastei-n district
comprises the towns of Alliion. Amboy,
Constantia, Hastings, Mexico, New Haven, Orwell, Parish, Red-

The

1

first settlers

Wm.

Gazette and Advertiser. In 1828 it was sold to
C. Shope, who published it as
1829. It then passed into the hands
oif the late Dr. Burdell, of Cunningham notoriety, who

The Oswego

The Oswego Advertiser until
changed

its

name

to

The Freeman's Herald, and continued it 1 year. It was thei.
Buspended for 2 years, and revived in 1832 by John Q.
Adams, by whom it was published as
The National liepuhlican 1 year, and was then discontinued.
field, Richland, Sandy Creek, West Monroe, and Williamstown;
P.aDemm-ratic Gazette was published a short time in
Tlie
of
the"
towns
Hannibal,
the
Oswego
and
dswego,
Granby,
western,
1830 by James Cochran.
leimo, Schroeppel. Serilw, Tolney, and the city of Oswego.
*
and
SteFree Press was published by Richard Oliphant from
.Jefferson
Tfie
of
and
Ethel
co.,
Oswego
Bronson,
Perley Keyes
1830 until 1834, and by Geo. G. Foster as
phen Bates, of Ontario, were appointed commissioners to locate
Democrat until 1835, when it was discontinued.
The
sites
for
the
select
the
and
buildings.
seats
county
Oswego
the county
The first CO. officers, appointed by the Governor and council, The Oswego Observer was started in Feb 1835, by Bailey &
Hawks, and continued until the latter part of 18.30.
were Barnet Mooney, First Judge ; Henry Williams, Smith DunThe Comviercial Uerald was puldished at Oswego by Hull &
lap, Teter D. Hugunin, David Easton, and Daniel Hawks, jr.,
Henry from 1837 to 1S43.
Jwhies and Justices; Edmund Hawk.s, Juf/e/e ; Elias Brewster,
Surrngate; James Adams. Co. Clerk; and .Tohn S. Davis, Slieriff. r/ie Oswego Patriot was published at Oswego during the Patriot
War of 1838-39 by John Bonner and John Cochi-ane,
The first courts were held in schoolhouses from the first organmember of the 35th and 36th Congress from the 6th
ization of the CO., in 1816, to the completion of the courthouses,
in 1S20-2T.

district.

(City of

New

York.)

The Oswego County Wliig was founded in 1838 by Richard Oliphant, and sold to Daniel Ayer in 1844. In 1847 C. D.
Brigham became proprietor, and changed its n.ame to
Brown
years was used as a schoolhouse; but recently it has been re- The Oswego Commercial Times. In Nov. 1848, James N.
became the publisher; and in Feb. 1854. he was sucmoved, and converted into a Sunday school chapel for the Church
ceeded by Winchester
of the Evangelists, where 500 children receive religious instrucFergerson, by whom the OsAt their last annual meeting the Board of Supervisors
tion.
wego .Tournal was purchased and united with it, and
the combined paper was issued as •
authorized the raising and appropriated $30,000 for the erection
In 1857 it was changed to
of a new courthouse in the city, on the E. public square; and the The Weeliy Times and Journal.
The Os^vego Times, under which name it is still pubbuilding is now being constructed of Onondaga limestone.
6 Previous to this time the clerk's office was
lished by J. Tarbell.
kept alternately
in private houses at each of the shire towns for periods of 3 The Oswego Daily Advertiser, the first daily in the co., was
issued in 1845 in connection with The Whig, and was
years, the books being carried back and forth at the end of each
' See
continued until 1847, when its name was changed to
page 524.
period.
8 The American Farmer, the first
newspaper of the CO., was The Oswego Daily Commercial Times. It was published in connection with The Commercial Times until 1864, when it
issued at Oswego some time before 1807.
was changed to
The Oswegn Gazette was started at Oswego in 1817 by A. Buckinham. and continued 2 years.
The Osviego Times and Journal. In 1867 it was changed again
to
The Oswego Palladinm was commenced by John H. Lord and
Dorephus .\bbey in 1819. It subsequently passed into Tlie Oswego Daily Times, and is still issued by J.
Tarbell.
the hands of Mr. Lord, and was continued by him until
1S30. .Tohn Carpenter then became the proprietor, and The People's Journal was started at Oswego in March, 1849, by
changed its name to
O'Leary & Dean, and the next year it was sold to L. A.
Winchester. In 1851 it pas.sed into the hands of SumThe Oswego Palladinm and ReymhKran Chronicle, and continued
ner & Poucher, who started
it until 1845, when it was sold to B. Brockway, who
The Oswego Daily A'^ews in connection with it. The following
again chanced it to
rUe OsAvego Palladiiim. In 18.51 he tran.sferred it to
year L. A. Winchester again became proprietor, and
a comjiany, by whom it was sold in 1853 to Dudley
changed the name of the daily to
Farlins, tlie present editor, who sold his interest, in July, The Oswego Daily Journal. In 1854 the two papers were united
with the Daily and Weekly Times.
1854, to T. P. Ottowav. the pri'sent publisher.
The Os-wego Dally Palladium has been issued in The Pulaski Banner was commenced iu April. 18.30. at Pulaski,
1S50.
and published by Nathan Randall until 1832; liy A. A.
connection with the weekly since
Mathewson and G. G. Foster until 1833; and by Jamea
The Oswego /("fpf/Micare was established March 22, 1825, by Wm.
the
of
into
hands
Gedd until 1834, when it was suspended. In 1836 it
Samuel
In 1827 it jxissed
AV. Abbey.
again appeared, as
Osgood, and >as issued a short time as

The city soon outgrew the first courthouse, and the courts
for many years were held in the city hall.
They are now held
The old courthouse for several
In Mead's Hall, on E. Bridge St.
6

<fe

OSWEGO COUNTY.

r,i9

in IC^A liy
portion of the co. of Oswego lying near the mouth of the river was discovered
The French had
Jesuits, who established missions here for the conversion of the Iroquois.'
the Ononpreviously explored the St. Lawrence; and in 1615 Champlain, in an expedition against
In 1700 the English explored the country occupied by
dagas, passed through the e. part of the co.
tlie Five Nations as far w. as Oswego; and in 1722 a trading house was built here under the direc-

The

French

From that period considerable trade was carried on by
the English between Oswego and Albany through Oswego River, Oneida River and Lake, Wuod
Creek, and the Mohawk.^ In 1727 the English built a fort on the w. bank of the river, near
its mouth.'
The French, claiming this whole territory, remonstrated against the action of the
them
English, and several times planned expeditions to destroy the fortifications, but did not carry
tion of the N. Y. colonial government.

Upon the commencement of the "Old French War" of 1753, Fort Ontario was erocteil
on the E. bank of the river; and another fort was built upon the summit of the w. ridge in 1755.*
In the summer of 1756, 5,000 French under Montcalm, with a heavy train of artillery, consisting
of 30 guns of large caliber, crossed the lake from Fort Frontenac (now Kingston) and appeared
before this place. The forts were invested Aug. 11, and, after 3 days' hard fighting, they were
surrendered on the 14th.' The victors demolished the forts, burned the English vessels, and retired.
In 1758, Col. Bradstreet, with 3,350 men, crossed the lake from this place and reduced Fort FronteAfter destroying the fortifications and securing the military stores and vessels, he returned to
nac.
Oswego and rebuilt the forts there. Fort Ontario was greatly enlarged, and built in the most subIn the summer of 17G0, the powerful army of Lord Amherst embarked here on
stantial manner.
an expedition down the St. Lawrence. From this time Oswego became the most important military
station upon the western frontier.
During the Revolution it was strongly garrisoned, and formed the
of
of
the
marauding parties that desolated the frontier settlements. It continued
headquarters
many
in possession of the British until 1796, when it was surrendered under the provisions of Jay's treaty.
into eifect.

In 1790, George Scriba, a merchant of N. Y. City, and a German by birth, purchased 500,000
acres of land lying between Lakes Oneida and Ontario, for the sum of $80,000.® This purchase,
known as " Scriba's Patent," was bounded on the e. by Fish Creek and on the w. by Oswego River,
and embraced 14 towns in Oswego co. and 4 in Oneida. In 1794, Mr. Scriba caused a settlement
to

be made and a sawmill built on the shore of Oneida Lake, to which die gave the name of "iiWnow Constantia. In 1795 he built a gristmill the first in the co. and several other

terdam,"

—

—

—

During the same year his patent was surveyed and divided into
place.
at the
townships and subdivided into lots.' About the same time he commenced a settlement
mouth of Little Salmon Creek, on the shore of Lake Ontario, 12 mi. n. e. of Oswego, which he called

buildings at the

The

same

Pulasl-i Adx'ocate, and was published hy Daniel Aver until
Dickinson and united
1838. It was then sold to
with the Port Ontario Aurora, the united papers taking
the name of

The name, Aurora, was dropped

Tht Advocate and Aurora.

in

when the Advocate again piissed into the hands
of Daniel Ayer, and was discontinued in 1842.
Pulasld Courier was started in 1843 by W. Winans. In
1847 it passed into the hands of A. A. Mathewson, and
1840,

The

was changed to
The Kichland Courier. In 1850

The

it

who changed its title to
Pulaslct Democrat.

was

sold to Joseph Ilatch,

In 1856

it

passed into the

hands of

The

Miller, its present publisher.
FuUrni Chronicle was started in Nov. 1837, by Thomas
Johnson. In 1840 it was sold to Isaac S. Clark and

Edwin Thompson, who gave it the name of the
Ben Franklin. It was discontinued the following year, and succeeded by
The TTfeHy Despatch, published by E. C. Hatten about 1 year.
The Fulton Sun was started in 1841 by N. B. Northrop. In
it was united with the Mirror.
Mirror was established Aug. 20, 1842, by Daniel
Ayer. It was soon after united with the Sun and issued

1842

The

Ficlton

The.

Frances Tucker, and called
American Banner and Literary Gem. Eight months afterward it was sold to Levi Murrill, by whom it was published as

The American Banner until 1857. After being suspended two
months, it was revived, under the title of
Tlie PHoeiilx Reporter, by Joshua Williams, by whom
it is still

published.

is a tradition that the French established a military
post here at a very early period but research among the papers
of that period does not corroborate the statement.
' There were several
portages on this route, around The falls
in the streams, and across from Wood Creek to the Mnhawk.
3 Not a
single trace of this fortification now remains.
< This fort stood at the
junction of West 6th and Van Buren
1

There

;

—

Sts.

as

The Fulton Sun and Mirror. In Sept. 1844, it was sold to
Spencer Munroe, and soon after discontinued. It was
succeeded by
Tlie Fulton Patriot. M. C. Hough, John A. Place, and
T. S. Brigham were successively interested in its publication. The latter was succeeded by K. K. Sandford,
its

The Phoenix Gazette, started at Phoenix in 1851, was published
by Jerome Duke, and aftenvard by Geo. E. Williania
until 1853, when it was removed to Fulton.
TJie Phanix Democrat was established in 1852 by an association.
In 1854 it was sold to James H. Field, and the next year
he gave it the name of
The Phcenfx Banner. In 1855 it was published a short time as
The American Banner and Osu-egn County Times. It was suspended in 1855, and in 1856 it was revived by Mary

present publisher.

The Oswego County

commenced at Fulton in 1853 by
was merged in The Fulton Patriot in

Gazette,

Geo. E. Williams,
1858.

Van Cleve and
The Port Ontario Aurora was published by
Dickinson from 1837 to 1839, when
subsequently by
it was united with The Pulaski Advocate.
The Oswego County Democrat was started at Mexico in 1838 by
Thomas Messenger. It was afterward styled
The Messenger, and was discontinued in 1839.

6 The French landed 50 mi. E. of
Oswego, and marched along
the lake shore under cover of their naval force. The Kn^lish
numbered
Col.
Mercer, the English com2,000 strong.
garrison
mander, was killed by a cannon shot on the 2d day of tlie siege
8 In this
of the territory at
reservations
the
made
State
grant
the mouth of the river, within the limits of the city of Oswegn,
and also at the falls in the village of Fulton. Most of tliese
reservations were disposed of at public sale in 1827. At an
earlier date, considerable tracts in Scriba's Patent, on Oswego
Kiver, were jointly purchased by Gen. Alexander Hamilton,
John Laurence, and John B. Church. Several other giants were
also made along the river. Otlier tracts of considerable magnitude were purchased by Sehroeppel, Kosevelt, and others.
' This
survey and subdivision was made by Benjamin Wright,
who in 1793-94 ran the base line from Rome to Fort f»ntario,
on which the towns of Scriba's Patent were laid out. The town-
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" Vera
Cruz,"^ (now Texas.)

He here built a saw and grist mill, store, and other buildings, and
on the lake and for some years the place bid fair to become a formidable rival of Oswego, and the most important commercial station upon the lake. A few other
settlements were made at other points in the co., principally under the auspices of Mr. Scriba, previous to 1800 but immigration did not begin to flow in rapidly until a few years later. The lands
of Mr. Scriba were divided and sold to a great number of different parties and while his exertions
and expenditures were of great service to the first settlers, they proved extremely unprofitable to himIn common with all the frontier settlements, the growth of this region was seriously retarded
self.^
commenced an

active trade

;

;

;

by the War of 1812. Oswego Village became the theater of stirring military events and on the 5th
of May, 1814, it was taken by the British,* At the return of peace, immigration again flowed in, and
the subsequent history has been one of steady and continuous progress.
The opening of the Erie and
Oswego Canals, in this State, and of the Welland Canal, in Canada, greatly increased the commercial
^
importance of the city and stimulated the manufacturing interests throughout the co.
;

ALiBIO^ —was

taken from Richland, March 24, 1825.

It is

an

interior town, lying e. of the

The summits of the ridges are 50 to
392 feet above Lake Ontario. The low-

center of the co.

Its surface is level or gently undulating.

100 feet above the valleys, and the highest point in town is
lands are wet and in some places marshy. Salmon River flows through the n. part.* In the n.e.
part are 2 or 3 small ponds. The soil consists of deposits of sand and gravel, and is of medium quality.

Drift deposits cover the whole surface, except along the river courses, where the underlying rocks
crop out. Much of the s. part of the town is yet unsettled. Considerable manufacturing is carried
on.*
(p. v.,) on Salmon River, is a station on the Watertown & Rome R. R., midway

Sand Bauk,

between the two places.

4 stores, 2 tanneries, 5 sawmills, and a flourRiver p.o.,) a station on the W. & R. R. R., situated on
Salmon River, contains 1 church, an inn, a store, a sawmill, and a large tannery. Pop. 144. IVe'^V
Centerville, (p. o.,) a station on the W. & R. R. R.,
(p. o.,) and Soutli

ing mill.

Pop. 313.

Albion

(p. 0.)

It contains 1 church, a hotel,

Pineville, (Salmon

Hug Way,

Settlement was commenced in 1812, by Cary Burdic, of Williamstown, on Lot 29, and Peter Henderson, at Sand Bank.® There are 4 churches in town.'
are hamlets.

AIUBOY —^was formed

from AVilliamstown, March 25, 1830. It lies upon the e. border of the
Its highest
is rolling and has a general southerly inclination.
It is drained principally by Fish Creek and other
point is about 450 feet above Lake Ontario.
small tributaries of Oneida Lake. In the s. and w. parts are numerous small lakes and ponds, the
CO., s.

of the center.

The

surface

principal of which are Painter Lake, North and South Ponds. The N. half of the town is in the
region of the gray sandstone, and the s. half in that of the red or Medina sandstone. The soil is
Center (p. v.) contains 13 houses;
principally a sandy or gravelly loam.

West

Aniboy

ships of ScTiba's Patent, like those of Macomb's Purchase, received named from the proprietors that are Ijuowu only in deeds ;
viz.,

—

1.

Fulda

2.

Munden

S.

4.

Solingen
Florence

5.

Franklin

Ava, Lee, and Annsville.
Lee and Rome.
Annsville
Florence.

Williamstown.

e.Middleburgh
7.
8.

Linley
Bloomfield

9.

Erabden

Amboy.
Camden.
Lee and Annsville.
Vienna.

17. Fredericksburgh
18. Oswego
19. A'era Cruz
20. Mexico
21. Richland
22. Alkmaer
23. Strasburgh
24. Erlang

Scriba and Oswego City.
Scriba and Oswego.

7.

Arcadia

Constantia.

West Monroe.
Hastings.
Palermo.
Volney.

Schmeppel.

New Haven.
Mexico.
Hichlaod.
Albion
Parish.
Scliroeppel.

in town.

—

of the Boylston Tract iu this co. are,
Boylston.
Redfield. (once Greenboro".)

10. RiohLind
11. Longinus
12. Redfield

Sandy Creek and Richland.
Orwell.
Redfield.

Richland appears to be uncertain, or this name has been
flj'plied to

two Burveys,

trade between Vera Cruz and the Canadian port of Kingston.
It is said that in 1804 more merchandise was sold there than at
Oswego or Utica; and in the imagination of many persons Vera
Cruz was destined to command the trade of Canada and the
West. But, by a series of disasters on the lake, a large portion
of the male residents were lost to the infant settlement and tho
restrictive policy of Mr. .Tefferson's administration, followed by
the War of 1S12. extinguished the flattering prospects of Vera
Cruz. The events and the action of half a century have nearly
obliterated all traces of the once promising city.
2 At the time of the
purchase Mr. Scriha's fortune was estimated at $1..500.000; but the whole of it became swallowed up
in bis effoi'ts to promote the interests of the infant settlements;
and he died Aug. 14, 1830, at the age of 84. a poor man.
3 See
page 62.5.
* Before the dams were built
upon this river, great numbers
of salmon were annually taken.
5
of
lumber,
leather, and barrels are manuLarge quantities
factured, the latter for the Onondaga salt and Oswego flour
markets. There are 38 sawmills, 3 tanneries, and 2 gristmills
:

A'ienna.

10. Kdam
11. Rotterdam
12. Delft
13. Breda
14. Brugen
15. Mentz
16. Georgia

The townships
6. Campania

1 Vera Cruz was laid out into
city lots by Mr. Wright, who
was an agent of Scriba, and considerable improvements were
made. A 4 rod highway was cut from Rotterdam to Vera Cruz,
a distance of 20 mi., from lake to l.'ike. In 1798 a schooner was
built there by Mr. Scriba's agent, which was engaged in the

In 1813 David, Luther, and B.nj. Lilly and Allen McClarn
town. The first birth was that of a son of Luther
1813 the first marriage, that of Henry Baker and Lucy
Burdic, in 1819; and the first death, that of a son of Luther
The first iun was kept by Dr. Bruce, at Sand
Lilly, in 1S13.
Bank, in 1814; and the first store, by Animi Hiiikley. in 1828
The Lilly brothers built the first sawmill, in 1813. and Ezekiol
Smith the first gristmill, in 1818. The first school was tn.if;ht
' 2
Union, Bap., M. JB.
by Sylvia Breed, in the summer of 1817.
6

Bettlod in the
Lillv, in

:

OSWEGO COUNTY.
Aniboy

(p. v.)

Carlorville (p. v.) 12. Joseph Perkins, from Conn., was the first
There are 2 churches in town; M. E. and Bap., both located at Amboy Center.

20; ami

settler, in 1805.*

BOYL,STOX-— was formed
E.

of the center.

a westerly

521

from Orwell, Feb.

7,

Its surface is rolling in the center

inclination,

and

its

hio;hest points are

700

It lies upon the N. border of the co.,
and moderately hilly in the w. It has
800 feet above tide. The soil in the n. and

1828.

and
to

e.,

a productive, gravelly loam, the underlying rock being the Lorraine shale. The s. E.
parts
corner of the town extends into the gray limestone region, and the soil is light and thin.
Boylston (p.o.) is in the n.w. part. The first settlement was made in 1810, on Lots 2 and 3, by
vr.

is

John AVart and Michael Sweetman, both from Canajoharie.* Meetings for
held in the town by the Episcopal Methodists and the Wesleyan Methodists.

COXSTAXTIA*—was

religious worship are

8, 1808.
Hastings was taken ofi" in 1825,
Oneida Lake, in the s.e. corner of the co.
The surface is nearly level, and is slightly inclined toward the s. The principal streams are Scriba
and Elack Creeks, flowing into Onoida Lake. Iron ore is found in the Clinton group of rocks,
which extend through the s. part. The soil consists of clay, gravel, sand, and vegetable mold, and
Most of the interior is yet unsettled. Frenchmans Island, in Oneida Lake,
is fertile.
in

and "West Monroe

in 1839.

formed from Mexico, April
It lies

upon the

n. shore of

general

about 4 mi. from Constantia, belongs to this town it contains about 28 acres.* Lumber, leather,
manufactured.^ Cleveland,' (p. v.,) incorp. April 15, 1857, ia
glass, and iron are extensively
It contains 2 churches, 2 glass factories, and
located on Oneida Lake, in the e. pi'.rt of the town.
Constantia, (p. v.,) in the w. part, on Oneida Lake,
several other manufactories. Pop. 1,005.
of 600. Bernliards Bay, (p. v.,) on the lake, contains 2
contains 2 churches and has a
;

pop.
churches, a glass factory, and 300 inhabitants.
purchase of Scriba's Patent, in 1790, Jlr. Scriba
stantia,

Constantia Center
commenced

and established agents and laborers there in 1793.^

GR AXBY—was formed from Hannibal, April 20, 1818.

the

first

is

a p.

o.

Soon after the

settlement of his lands at Con-

There are 7 churches in town.'

A part of Oswego was taken

ofi"

in 1836.

on the w. bank of Oswego River, in the s. w. part of the co. The surface is gently rolling, with
a slight inclination to the n. e. Oswego River flows through a valley from 30 to 60 feet below the
has a fall of 40 feet. Lake Nea-tah-wan-ta, near the
general level of the town within this town it
center of the e. part, is about 1 mi. in diameter. It lies about 25 feet above the river at the head of
The
the falls. The streams are Ox Creek, Six Mile Creek, and the outlet of Nea-tah-wan-ta Lake.
It lies

;

Battle Island is in Oswego River, about
generally a sandy or gravelly loam. Bradstreets^" or
4 mi. below the Oswego Falls. Starch, leather, lumber, and the products of wood are extensively
manufactured." OsiTe^O Falls, (p. v.,) incorp. Oct. 12, 1853, a station on the S. & 0. R. R., is
Granby Center and
pituated on Oswego River, opposite the village of Fulton. Pop. 703.
Soutli Granby are p. offices. The first settlement was made at the falls, in 1792, by Laurence
soil is

Van

Valkinberg, from Rensselaer

co.,

N.Y.'^

There are now 2 churches in town.^^

1
Among the early settlers were Davifl Smith, in 1815; Wm.
and Isaac Claxton and John Dmnpht, in 1!-'1S ; and Sage Park,
in 1S21. The first inn was kept by Joseph Perkins, in 1S06; the
first sawmill was built by Joseph Murphy, in 1822, and the
The first school was
first gristmill by Sage Park, in 1828.

taught by Cynthia Stoddard, in the summer of 182.3.
2 Named from Thos. Boylston, who held, for a few hours, the
He never
title of a tract since known as the Boylston Purchase.
owned the tract; the conveyance was simply a trust, and quickly
passed into other hands.
8
Among the first settlers were Pavid Webb, in 1810; R.

Streeter, in 1814: and Peter and S.imuel Wells, in 1815. The
birth was that of Phebe Ann Wart; the first marriage,
that of Samuel Wells and Elizabeth Gordon and the first death,
Reuben Snyder built the
that of an infant child of Mr. Wart.
The first school was taught by Polly
first sawmill, in 1822.
* Named
the
in
1817.
by
proprietor, Geo. Scriba.
Allport.
6 "During the French Revolution of 179S. when the French
nobility were compelled to seek safety in fiight. and the trains
of exiles to this country were crowded with dukes and princes
of the Idood. the Count St. Hilary, a young Frenchman, and his
beautiftil and accomplished wife, a daughter of the noble house
of Clermont, landed upon our shores. Following the trail of
emigration westward, they reached Oneida hake, then on the
great thoroughfare of travel: and. attracted by the beautiful
island and its primitive forests, they landed upon it, and conchided to make it their futuie home. Here, in the deep solitude of nature, they enjoyed for many months perfect peace and
quietude. Their place of residpuce was at length discovered by
Chancellor Livingston, who had formerly enjoyed the elegant
He visited them in
hospitalities of the lady's family at Paris.
their rural home, and, .after spending some time with them, he
with
him
to
his mansion upon
them
to
return
prevailed upon
the Hudson. There they continued to reside until Bonaparte
first

:

to the reign of ten-or and restored much of the
confiscated property to the exiles of the Kevohition, when they
Several years after, as Livingston stood
to
France.
returned
upon the bank of the Seine, amidst a crowd of distinguished
the
first experiment of Robert Fulton in
to
witness
Parisians,

had put an end

steam navigation, he was recognized by the Count, who at once
took him tohisresidence, and treated him during his stay at Paris
as a generous benefactor and an honored guest. Livingston's mansion upon the Hudson and the first steamboat of Fulton and Living"
ston were both named, in honor of the lady's family, Clermont.'
6 There are 34
sawmills, 2 flouring mills, 3 glass factoriis, 2
tann:eries, an iron foundery, and other manufacturing establishments in town.
I Named from James Cleveland, who settled here in 1828.
8 Solomon
Waring, Joshua Lynch, and Dr. Vandercamp settled
in town in 1793; and John Bernhard in 1795. The first birth
was that of George Waring, April 11, 179R. The first store was
opened in 1793, by Mr. Scriba, and the first inn the same year,
by Major Solomon Waring. In 1794-95, Mr. Scriba erected in
this town the first sawmill and gristmill built in the co. The
first school was opened in 1797, at Constantia.
'

9
Presb., Prot. E.. M.K., Asso. Presb., Friends. Ref. Prot. D., R.C.
10 So named from the circumstance of a battle having been
fought upon it between the Knglish, under Col. Bradstreet, and
the French, with their Indian allies, in 1756.
II There are 15
sawmills, 1 gristmill, 2 tanneries, and a starch
factory in town.
12
Penoyer in 1794Henry Bush settled in town in 1793 ;
Peter Hugunin in 1803: Barnet Mooney inl804: and John Hutchinson in 1808. The first store was opened in 1792. by iin Indian
trader by the name of Fowler: and the first inn was kept by John
I. Walr.at, in 1807.
The first sawmill was built by Schenek il
Wilson, in 1814. and the first gristmill in 1822. Benj. KobinsoB
w Prot. Episc. and M. E.
taught the fiist school, in 1812.
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IIAIV^IBAIi —
braced

Tv-as

formed from Lysander, as a part of Onondaga co., Feb. 28, 1806, and eaiOswego and Granby were taken off in

that part of Oswego co. lying w. of the river.
Its surface
It is the N.w. corner town of the co.

all

is gently
undulating, the ridges being
50 feet above the valleys. In the e. part are several swamps, one of which covers 500 acres.
salt spring, from which salt has been manufactured,
The soil is a rich, sandy and gravelly loam.
is found in the n. w. corner.
Springs of brine, characteristic of the Medina sandstone strata, have

1818.

30

to

A

localities, but none of sufficient strength to render their working
principal manufacturing establishments are those of leather, lumber, and the proIliinnibal, (p. v.,) on Nine Mile Creek, a little w. of the center of the town,

been discovered in several other
profitable.

The

ducts of wood.^

Hanilibill Center (p. v.) contains 20 houses; and
IIuH^ Corners (South Hannibal p.o.) 18. "Wheelers Corners is a hamlet in the n. part,
and H-inneys Four Corners is a p.o. Settlement was commenced in 1802, by Thomas
contains 3 churches and about 60 houses;

Sprague and his sons, from Milton, Saratoga

co.*

The

church (Bap.) was organized in 1815.*

first

HASTINGS —was formed from Constantia, April 20, 1825.
River, in the

part of the co.

It lies

upon the

n. shore of

Oneida

Its surface is level or gently undulating, its

northern boundary
being about 75 feet above Oneida Lake. The soil is clay, sand, and gravelly loam. In some parts
of the town it is diflBcult to find fresh water by digging. Brine springs are found in several parts
s.

Medina sandstone formation. In the n. e. part is a tamarack swamp, of about 5 acres, in
is an immense spring 10 feet in diameter.
This spring is on a level with the
surrounding summit and it is surrounded by a deep, loose muck which extends downward to an
unknown depth. There are 18 sawmills, several gristmills, and 2 tanneries in town. Central

in the red

the center of which

;

Square (p. v.)

contains about 50 houses;

Ilastings,

(Cod-e-noy,) (p. v.,) on Oneida River, in the

s.

(p. v.,) in

w. part, 30

;

and

thew. part, 30;

Cauglidenoy,
Oastings Center (p. v.) 15.

Smiths Mills

and Fort Bre^verton are villages of about 20 houses each. The latter is
situated at the foot of Oneida Lake, on the site of old Fort Brewerton.* The first settlement was

made

at Fort Brewerton,

by Oliver Stevens,

in 1789.^

There are 4 churches in town.

MEXICO —was

formed from Whitestown, April 10, 1792, as part of Herkimer co. Parts of
were annexed May 9, 1836. It included the northerly towns of Oneida
nearly all of Lewis and Jefferson cos. w. of Black River, and all of Oswego co. e. of Oswego River.

Richland and
CO.,

New Haven

Camden was taken off in 1799, Champion, Redfield, Turin, Watertown, and LowA'ille in 1800,
Adams in 1802, Lorraine and Williamstown in 1804, Volney in 1806, Constantia in 1808, New Haven
-in 1813, and Parish in 1828. Its surface is gently rolling. It is well watered by numerous small
There is scarcely a foot of waste
streams, the principal of which are Little Salmon and Sage Creeks.

The underlying rock

or broken land in the town.

is

gray sandstone, covered deep with alluvial

The soil consists of clay, sand, and gravelly loam, and is very productive. Considerable
deposits.
attention is given to stock raising and dairying the manufacture of lumber, barrels, and leather is
carried on to some extent.®
(p. v.,) near the center, was incorp. Jan. 15, 1851, and con;

Mexico,

an academy,^ 12 stores, 2 banks, 3 hotels, 3 flouring and grist mills, a sawmill, a
furnace and machine shop, 3 coach factories, 4 carriage shops, and 3 cabinet shops. Pop. 948.
Colosse, fp.v.,) in the s. e. part, contains 1 church, 2 inns, a store, 2 sawmills, and 2 gristmills.
Pop. 119. Texas,* (p. v.,) located near the mouth of Little Salmon Creek, contains 30 houses;

tains 3 churches,

Union Square, (p.

o.) in

the E.,is a hamlet.

The names

of the earliest settlers within the pre-

There were about 25 who had already located in 1798 Jonathan
Parkhurst and Nathaniel Rood, from Oneida co., came that year.^ By the upsetting of a boat upon
the lake, in 1799, Capt. Geerman and 6 others were lost, and in 1804, by a similar disaster, 9 others,
sent limits of this town are

lost.

;

1 There are IS
sawmills, a stave factory, 2 gristmills, and 2
tanneries in town.
2 Watson Earle, Samuel
Baron, Joseph Weed, Sterlln!; Moore,
David Wilson, and Israel Messenger settled at Hannibal Center
The first birth was that of Carr Sprague, in 1805 the
in 1S05.
first marriage, that of Daniel Thomas and Prudence Sprague, in
1803 and the first death, that of a daughter of Thomas Sprague,
in 1806. The first gristmill was built by Earl & Colton, in 1805;
and the first sawmill, by Silas Crandell, in 1811. The first inn
was kept by Henry .Jennings, in 1808; the first store, by Benj.
Phelps, in 1815 and the first school was taught in 1810.
3 The census
reports 4 churches; 2 Bap., Cong., and M.E.
* A little E. of the fort
ground is a sandbank, in which bones
are found belonging to men over 7 feet high. A mound at the
E. extremity of the bank is full of human bones, indicating the
Clark's Ommdaga, vol. 2. p. 182.
place of sepulture for thousands.
6
Among the early settlers were Timothy Vickery, Chester
Loomis, Solomon Allen, and .Tacob Rice. The first birth was
that of John L. Stevens, in 1802 the first marriage, that of Silas
;

;

;

—
;

Bellows and Betsey Tickery, in 1R08 and the first .death, that
of Horatio Stevens, in 1792. Chester Loomis kept the first inn,
in 1815; and Hastings Curtis, the first store, in 1820.
The first
school was taught by Patrick Vickery, at Caughdenoy.
6 There are 19
sawmills, 5 gristmills, a fulling and cloth dressing mill, a woolen factory, and 3 tanneries.
"
' The Mexico
Academy was organized in 1826, as the Ifenssd'
aer Oswego Academy." Its name was changed May 19, 18-15.
8
Formerly called ''Vera Crvz." See p. 520.
' Phineas Davis and Calvin
Tiflfany, from Conn., settled in
1799; John Morton and Asa Davis in ISOl; Peleg Brown, Daniel
Eanies, and Leonard Ames in 1804; and Solomon Peck in 1805.
The first birth was that of Tniman Rood, Aug. 10, 1799; and
the first marriage, that of Richard GafTord and Mrs. Rood, widow
of N. Rood. The first grist and saw mill were built by Mr.
Scriba's agent and the first store was kept by Benj. Wright,
The first school was taught by Sanford Douglass, at Colosse, in
;

;

1806.
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There are 10 religious

male adult inhabitant iu the settlement.*

societiea

and 9

editices in town.'^

formed from Mexico, April 2, 1813. A part was annexed to Mexico
Lake Ontario, w, of the center of the co. The surface ia
May
It is watered by Spring Brook, Catfish and Butterfly Creeks, 3 small
rolling and generally smooth.
streams flowing into Lake Ontario. There is quite an extensive marsh near the mouth of Butterfly
Creek, in the n. e. part of the town, and another in the s. w. part. The underlying rock is gray
Stock raising receives more atten
a sandy and gravelly loam.
sandstone, and the soil is

IVKW I1A1'E]¥— was
1830.

9,

It lies

upon the shore of

principally

than in the other towns of the co., and a limited amount of manufacturing is done.'
'Kew Haven, (p. v.,) situated near the center of the town, on Catfish Creek, contains 2 churches,
2 inns, a store, a sawmill, a gristmill, and about 50 houses. Butterfly is a p. o. near the e. line
tion in

tliis

Rood and
The first settlement was made by
Doolittle, at New Haven, in
The first church (Cong.) was organized at New Haven Village, in 1817; and Rev. William
Williams was the first minister. There are noAV 2 churches in town Cong, and M. E.
of the town.
1798.*

;

ORWELli—was formed from Richland, Feb. 28, 1817, and Boylston was taken off in

1828.

A

It is an interior town, lying n. e. of the center of
1844.
part of Richland was annexed March 27,
the CO. The surface has a s.w. inclination, its e. border being elevated 300 to 500 feet above its w,
It is moderately hilly, and is considerably broken in places
to 1,000 feet above Lake Ontario.
Salmon River is a fall worthy of note. The stream flows
streams.
the
of
ravines
the
Upon
deep
by
over a rocky bed in a series of rapids for 2 mi. and then falls over a precipice 110 feet perpendicular.
The banks of the stream below the fall are 200 feet high. The soil is generally a gravelly loam.

and 700

The

E.

half of the town

is

yet uncultivated.

Lumber and

other products of

wood form

the leading

given to stock raising and dairying.* Orwell
Corners, (Orwell p. o.,) in the w. part, contains 1 church, 3 stores, an inn, a sawmill, a gristmill,
a tannery, a steam cabinet factory, and about 40 houses. Molino is a hamlet in the s. part. The
first settlers were Nathaniel Bennett and his son Nathaniel, from Rensselaer co., N. Y., on Lots 82

and considerable attention

articles

manufactured

and

and Capt. Noyes, on Lot

83,

;

29, in 1806.^

is

There are 3 religious

OSff'EGO

societies in town.^

CITY—formed

from Oswego and Scriba, was
and
incorp. as a village March 14, 1828, and was enlarged
organized as a city March 24, 1848.^ It is situated on Lake
Ontario, at the mouth of Oswego River,' that stream dividing the
The river is bordered upon
city into two nearly equal parts.
each side by a ridge, which rises in gradual slopes to a height
of about 100 feet, and ends in bluffs on the lake shore 40 to 60
The summits of these ridges are about 1 mi. apart,
feet high.
and descend from the river in the same gradual slopes as toward
it.

One mi. w.

is

a valley opening through the ridge into the

river above the falls, through which the Oswego must have once
flowed into the lake. The s. border of the city is skirted by u

Hero
bluff or escarpment about 160 feet above the lake, indicating an ancient lake or sea beach.
commences the deep ravine excavated by the river through strata of red sandstone of the Medina
is made that, at the last great
group and underlying shale. From this the geological induction
from the bed of an ancient- ocean and brought the
physical change which elevated the country
river into existence, it fell directly into Lake Ontario, at the escarpment, by a fall of moderate
1
Spencer and son,
Capt. OeermnTi, Nathaniel Rood,
Doolittle were those who were
"Wlieaton.
Clark, and
lost bv the first acci'lent.
lienj. Winch was the male survivor.
2 2
R. C,
itap., 2 M. E., Cong., Prtsb., Free and Union Bethels.
Prot. Fren., and Union. The Union Society holds its meetings
in tlie Town Hall at Mexico.
8 There are 9 sawmills, 2
gristmills, and other manufacturing

establishments in town.
* Mr.
Wriglit settled in the town iu 1798; Solomon Smith in
1800; C. Drake and Capt. Gardner in 1S04; David Knos, Joseph
Ha lev, and .Tames Jerret in 1805; and Warner Drake in 1808.
The first birth \v,as that of .lolin D. Smith, in Feb. 1S05. The
first sawmill was erected b.y Ira Foot, in 1805, and the first
cristmill by Waldo Brayton, in 1809. Harriet Eason taught the
first school, in the summer of 1806.
5 There are 16
sawmills, 16 shingle mills, a gristmill, and a
tannery in town.
6
.^iiinn;; the early settlers were Benj. Reynolds, Joshua IIolTlie first marriage was
lis. Alden, (iilbert. and Timothy Baloh.
that uf Robert Wooley and a daughter of Natlianiel Bennett,
i

1807 ; and tlio first death, that of the mother of Timofhy
Balch, in 1810. The first school was taught hy Jesse Aiken, in
1810.
Joseph Watson built the first sawmill, in ISIO, and
Jonah Thompson the first giistmill. in 1816.
' M. E.,
A Union church at Orwell Corners
Fresh., and Bap,
is occupied by the Presb. and Bap. societies.
8 At the first
village meeting, held May 13, 1828, Hon, Alvan
Bronson was elected President, and Daniel lingunin, jr., George
Fislier, Nathaniel Vilas, jr., David P. Brewster, Theophilns S.
Morgan, Josejih Turner, and Orlo Steele, Trustees, The first
Mat/or,
city officers, elected in April, 1848, were as follows
James Piatt; Aldermen, Hunter Crane, Gilbert Mollison, Stephen H. Lathrop. Robert Oliver, Geo. S. Alvord, John Boigeol,
Samuel S, Taylor, and William S. Malcolm. The council apsen,, in

:

pointed J, M. Casev Cily Clerk.
9
By the river and canal it is 38 mi., by R. R. 35 mi., n.n. w. of
Syracuse bv the Oswego and Eric Canals 208 mi., by the Oswego
aiid Central' line of r.r. 183 mi,, and by the surveyed route of
the Oswego & Troy K. R. 170 mi., w. k. w. of Albany.
;
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The pauses by which it was interheight, the upward movement being gradual and intermittent.
rupted are marked by ancient beach lines, ridges, and terraces found at different heights above the
The Oswego Falls are now 11 feet high; and, as they have receded s. 12 mi., to the village
of Fulton, with an ascending average grade of about 9 feet per mi. in the excavated bed of the river,
they must have diminished in height and grandeur from age to age during the whole period of relaker,.

This hypothesis is sustained by geographical and geological analogy with the Falls of the
Genesee and the Niagara. The aggregate fall of the river within the 12 mi. is 110 feet, of which
34 feet are within the limits of the city; and the whole fall is so distributed by 6 successive dams,
built by the State for canal and slackwater navigation, that the water of the river may be used by
raceways nearly the whole distance, affording one of the finest water-powers in the world. The
river forms the outlet to the 11 lakes which cluster in the basin of Central New York, and drains
cession.

a wide extent of territory. These lakes form natural reservoirs which prevent floods or undue exhaustion, the extreme elevation and depression of the river not exceeding 3 feet, so that destructive
The mouth of the river admits vessels
freshets, so common to great water-power rivers, never occur.
of the largest class navigating the lakes; and the erection of piers and a lighthouse by the U. S.

Government renders it one of the safest and most accessible harbors on the lakes, susceptible of indeenlargement, and combining canal and R. R. transportation with the advantages of position

finite

A hydraulic canal extending along both sides of the river is
studded with mills, elevating warehouses, and other manufacturing establishments.
The city is handsomely laid out, with streets 100 feet wide, intersecting each other at right angles.
The E. and w. banks of the river are connected by two bridges, built by the city, the lower one,
as the nearest lake port to tidewater.

—

,

an iron bridge with a draw for the passage of vessels, on Bridge St., the upper on Utica St., at the
terminus of the Oswego & Syracuse R. R. The principal public buildings are an edifice recently
erected by the U. S. Government, containing a custom house, post-oflBce, and U. S. courtroom,' a
city hall,' jail, orphan asylum, city hospital, city library, and 12 churches.'
The Orphan A.s>/lum is situated upon the elevated ground in the southern part of the city, commanding a fine view of the city, harbor, and lake. It was founded in 1853, mainly through the
influence of the ladies of Oswego, and continues to be principally supported by them. Orphans
and children of destitute parents, from earliest infancy to 8 years of age, are admitted and cared
A primary and Sabbath school are connected
for and afterward placed out in respectable families.
with the institution. The number of inmates ranges from 50 to 100.
The Cltjf Library was founded by a donation of $25,000 from lion. Gerrett Smith. The edifice is
finely located upon the e. side of the river and the library at present contains 9,000 volumes.*
The Public Schools are graded and free they are under the care of a Board of Education and
Superintendent. The system embraces the primary, junior, senior, and high school departments and
;

;

;

In 1857
pupils can receive instruction from the primary branches to an extended academic course.
there were in the city 23 school districts, in which were employed 47 teachers,
8 males and 39
females. The number of children between 4 and 21 was 5,516, of which 4,175, or 75 per cent.,
attended school during some portion of the year. The total receipts and expenses during the year

—

was $26,341 14 the number of volumes in the district libraries, about 3,000.
The commerce of Oswego is very extensive, and is increasing much more rapidly than the population.*
Being situated near the foot of lake navigation, and nearer to N. Y. than any other lake port,
it has commercial facilities
superior to those of most of the Western cities. A considerable share of
the produce of the West flows through this port on its way to the seaboard markets; and it is the
The salt of Onondaga is mostly
principal entrepot of the agricultural products of Canada West.
distributed through the Great West from this place and vast quantities of the manufactured goods
of the East are sent through the same channel. The official report of the value of the lake and
canal trade, derived from the Custom House and Canal Collector's Office, for 1845, was $7,951,409,
and for 1856 was $50,612,003, showing an annual average increase of nearly 20 per cent. The
amount of registered tonnage in 1846 was 15,513 tons, and in 1856 it was 46,467 tons.*
The manufacturing interests of the city have attained to considerable magnitude, although the
vast water-power of Oswego River is occupied but to a limited extent. Flour made from the wheat
;

;

1

and

Thi?
is

pilificp is

constructed of Cleveland sand'stone and iron,

entirely firepronf.

Its cost

was about

.^12^1.000.

contains the rooms of the Common Council
anil Board of Education, and the offices of the City Clerk, Recorder, and other city officers.
s 2 Prot.
E., 2 Presb., 2 Bap., 2 M. E., 2 R. C, Univ., and
2 Tliis
hiiildinsr

Af. Meth.

This edifice, erected in 18.56, is built of brick, and is 92 by
62 feet, with a vestibule 15 by 16 feet, a basement 9 feet high.

with 2 stories above, having an aggregate height of wall of 36
above the basement.
6
Pop. in lS.5.'i. 1.5.S1H. Kstimated in 18.5S, 18,000.
8 The
operation of the late Reciprocity Treaty with England
has proved, as wa.s anticipated, most favorable to Oswego. The
feet

importation of grain at the port in 1856 was 13.504.074: bushels ;
and the peculiar m.anufaeturing and commercial advantages of
the place have made it the great flour and pr<iin market of Central New York and Northern New England.
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The Oswe}!;o mills, 18
the Western States forms the leading article manufactured.
number, with an aggregate of 100 run of stone, are capable of grinding and packing 10,000
a greater amount than is manufactured at any other jtlace on the CDiitinent.*
barrels of flour per day,
of

in

Canada and

—

establishments of
Shipyards and 2 marine railways rank among the important manufacturing
in 1848, upon
erected
Starch
The
labor.
to
and
the
Factory,
Oswego
large employment

city,
give
the hydraulic canal, on the w. bank of the river, is one of the most prosperous and extensive estaLumber is extensively dressed in the city for the
blishments of the kind in the world.^
Western markets, from Canadian sawed lumber entered free under the Reciprocity Treaty. The
83 looms, 2,6C4
Oswego Cotton Mills is a well managed and productive establishment, operating
little above, on the same canal, is an extento G5 operators.
spindles, and giving employment
The Ontario Foundery, Steam Engine and Machine AVorks, is one of the most
sive tannery.
extensive and prosperous establishments of the kind in the State. Many other branches of manu-

A

factures are carried on in the city.
The early history of Oswego has already been noticed in the general history of the co.' Its
The withdrawal
distinctive and modern history dates from its surrender by the British in 17'JG.

of the British garrison took away from the place all that had ever been established of civilized
man had never resided there. During the year following the
society, and left it as new as though
him a house
evacuation, Neil McMuUin, a merchant of Kingston, moved thither, bringing with

framed at Kingston.* In 1802 but 2 or 3 vessels were OAvned on the American side of the lake,
trade being principally carried on by vessels belonging to the Northwest Fur Company. During
this year Benajah Boyiugton built a warehouse on the w. side of the river, and Arch. Fairfield became
a foi-warding merchant. Salt from the Onondaga Springs was at that time the most important
In 1803, Matthew McNair engaged in the forwarding business
item in the commerce of

Oswego.
and purchased a schooner. In 1804 he built another, and, in connection with other gentlemen,
was carried on briskly,
purchased a number of Canadian vessels.* From this period shipbuilding
and it formed a leading interest until the breaking out of the War of 1812.
The war put an end to commercial transactions but the place became the scene of stirring miliThe fort was garrisoned and commanded by Col. Mitchell. On the 5th of May, 1814,
tary events.
the British fleet under Sir James Yeo appeared off the harbor and opened a heavy fire upon the
The fire was returned by the 4 small guns which constituted the only armament of Fort
place.
The next morning the British took
Ontario, and by a small battery on the w. side of the river.
still nearer the shore, and under the cover of a heavy fire 2 columns of the enemy effected
position
a landing. After a gallant but vain defense. Col. Mitchell retreated, leaving the fort and town in
of the attack was to secure the naval stores destined
possession of the enemy.® The principal object
but a large share of these were at Oswego Falls,
for the new vessels building at Sackets Harbor
12 mi. above, and were not taken. Several cannon and other heavy articles lying upon the wharf
were sunk in the river, at the command of Col. Mitchell these were afterward recovered. On the
morning of the 7th the British retired, and the fleet proceeded n. to blockade Sackets Harbor. Lieut.
19 boats
Woolsey, who had charge of the stores, immediately dropped down the river, and, with
laden with stores, set out on the lake under cover of night, and supported by a body of riflemen
and Indians, under Maj. Appling, on shore. The boats were pursued, and took refuge in Sandy
;

;

;

Creek, where an action took place, resulting in the capture of the entire attacking party.'
Oswego recovered slowly from the effects of the war, and its commercial transactions were comthe opening of the Oswego and Welland Canals.® In the mean time
paratively unimportant until
1 Five of these mills are located on the harbor, and elevate
their grain from lake vessels and disoharse flour and grain into
canal boats. Six grain warehouses on the harbor elevate and
discharge in the same way. The other mills, lo'^ated above,
elevate from and discharge into canal boats. The elevating

capacity on the harbor is .37,500 bushels per hour, and the
rendering Oswego
f-torage room over 2,000,000 bushels of grain,
the best reci"iving port on the lakes.
2 This factory was founded by a stock company, with a capital of
& Sons,
J.50,000; and, under the supervision of Thos. Kingsford
its capital has been increased to $450,000. and its main block
of buildings have grown to the enormous dimensions of 51.0 feet
front by 250 feet deep, with numerous detaclied buildings and
an extensive box factory. The main establishment works up
500,000 bushels of grain (mostly corn) and makes 12,000.000
pounds of starch per annum. Large quantities of the article
are sold and used in London, Liverpool, and the princijcil cities
on the continent of Europe. It gives employment to 200 men.
8 S"e
page 519.
4 When Mr. Mc^IuUin and his family landed at Oswego they
found two .\merican residents, .Tohn Love and Zil)a Phillips.
Thev were traders, and left soon after. Capt. Edward O'Conner,
of the Revolutionary Army, came in during the same year.

—

—

Matthew McXair and Bradner Burt and his father came in 1802;
Henry Eagle in 180S; Alvin Bronson in 1810; and AVm. DoUow.ay in 1811. In 1810 the population numbered 300. Rankin
McMullin, son of Neil McMullin, born in 1800, was the first
child born within the present limits of the city.
5 In 1804 all commercial transactions were carried on with
unrestricted freedom. No ship papers, licenses, reports, or oaths
were required, the keen-scented custom house officers not having
yet smelt out the commerce of the lakes.
6 The British loss in the action was about
200, and the American 60. The British carried off several of the prominent citizens, and kept them pri.'^oners until they were duly di.scharged.

the prisoners were Alvan Bronson, Abraham ilugunin,
Eli Stevens.
See page SbH.
8 In 1818, 10
years before the Oswego Canal was completed,
36.000 barrels of Onondaga salt were received at Osv/ego, of
which 26,000 barrels went to Western States by the portages
round Niagara Falls. At that period the price of salt at Oswego
was $2.50 per barrel, and the coat of transportation from Salina,
by Oswego, to Black Rock $1.41 per liarrel. In 1856 there were
received at Oswego 700,000 barrels, of which over 500.000 went
to upper lake ports through the Welland Canal, at a coat of

Among
and
7

OSWEGO COUNTY.

52G

In 181G, steam navigation was first introshipbuilding became a loading pursuit of the people.
duced on Lake Ontario, and its great progress since has been of immense importance to Oswego.
In 1829-30, Alvin Bronson and T. S. Morgan erected the first flouring mill. In 1828 the Oswego

Canal was finished, and in 1830 the "Welland Canal was opened, giving a new impulse to trade
and opening to the place an almost boundless commerce in the future. With the advantages of
natural position and the stimulus of the lines of internal improvement, both the commerce and
manufactures of Oswego have increased in an almost unprecedented manner and there is every
;

reason

to believe that this

increase

to continue for

is

—was

many

years to come.

formed from Hannibal, April 20, 1818. A part of Granby was
upon the shore of Lake Ontario, on the w. side of the river. Its
surface is generally rolling, ending in a bluff shore upon the lake. The streams are the Eight Mile,
A fall in Oswego River within the limits of this town affords an
Rice, Snake, and Minetto Creeks.
abundance of water-power. The underlying rock is principally red sandstone, and the soil a gravelly
loam. Boulders and water- worn pebbles are scattered over the surface, making it very stony in places.
MiiK'tto,' (p. V.,) situated on Oswego River, 4 mi. from the city, contains 150 inhabitants. Soutlt
West Osiveg'O is a p. o. The first settlement was made in 1797, by Asa Rice, from Conn. Reuben
Pixley came in 1800, and Daniel Burt in 1802.^ There are now in the town 2 churches M. E. and Bap.

OS'WECIO

annexed

May

(town)

20, 1836.

It lies

;

PAIjERMO —was formed from Volney,
of the center of the co.

Its surface is

an interior tovm, lying just s.w.
April 4,
undulating. The large swamp in the e. part of the town is
1832.

It is

57 feet above Oneida Lake, and the ridges are about 25 feet above the swamp. The streams are
Scotts and Fish Creeks.
The soil is generally a sandy loam. Lumber and the products of wood
are the principal manufactured products of the town.^ Palermo, (p. v.,) situated near ths
center of the town, and Vermillioii (p.v.) each contains 1 church and about 15 dwellings.

The

first

kins.*

settlement was

The

first settled

PARISH®—was

made in 1806, by David Jennings, Simeon Crandall, and Sylvanus Hoppreacher was Rev. Asaph Graves. There are now 4 churches in town.*

formed from Mexico, March

of the center of the co.

20, 1828.

It is

an interior town, a

little s. e.

undulating, but considerably broken by ravines, and in
streams are Salmon Creek and its branches. The valley in the

Its surface is

some parts rough and stony. The
is 246 feet above Lake Ontario, and the e. summits are 25 to 50 feet higher.
The soil conLess than half of the town is under cultisists of clay, sand, and gravel, and is moderately fertile.
vation. There are 12 sawmills, 4 shingle factories, and other manufacturing establishments in town.
Parisliville, (Parish p. o.,) on Salmon Creek, in the w. part, contains 1 church and 34 houses.
The first settlement was made in 1804, by Thomas Nutting, Eliada Orton, Jonathan Bedell, Amos
Williams, and Rev. Gamaliel Barnes.'' There is 1 church in town two denom's, M. E. and Bap.
w. part

;

REDFIELiD —was

taken from Mexico, as part of Oneida co., March 14, 1800.* It is the n. e.
corner town of the co. Its surface is hilly in the s., but in the n. it spreads out into a high, rolling plateau 800 to 1,000 feet above tide. A wide intervale extends along the course of Salmon

The underlying rock is gray limestone, and
River, which stream drains nearly the whole town.
the soil upon it is generally a thin and moderately fertile gravelly loam. The soil of the intervale
is a deep,
sandy loam of good quality. The greater part of the town is still unsettled, and the
uplands are frosty and forbidding regions. Center Square, (Redfield p. o.,) situated on Salmon
River, in the s. part of the town, contains 2 churches and about 30 houses. Crreenboroug°ll
is a p. 0. in the n.
w.part. The settlement of the town was commenced in 1798, by immigrants
mostly from Conn." The first church (Cong.) was organized with 19 members in 1802, by Rev.

Joshua Johnson.

There are now 2 churches in the town

transportation ranging from 10 to 20 cents per barrel from
Salina to Chicago. This price for freight is much less than it is
from St. Clair River to Chicago, less than half the distance,
illustrating the fact that the demand for up freights is at the
great receiving point of down freights.
1 A sawmill at this
place is one of the largest in the State, and
is capable of sawing 20,000 feet per 24 hours.
2
Among the early settlers were Nathan Nelson and
Beckwith, in 1804: Eleazur Perry, in ISOo; .Tonathan Buel and
Jacob Thorpe, in 1806; and Daniel Robinson, in 1809. The first
hirth was that of Thomas .Tefferson Rice, in ISOl the first marliage, that of Augustus Ford and Miss Rice, in 1800; and the
first death, that of an infant child of Asa Rice, in 1798.
8 There are in the town 8
sawmills, 3 shingle and stave factories, 2 gristmills, and 2 tanneries.
*
Among the first settlers were Alvin Walker, Stephen Blake,
and Zadock Hopkins. The first birth was that of Alvin Walker,
jr.; the first marriage, that of .Joseph .Jennings and Sally Chapin and the first death, that of Zadock Hopkins, all in 1811.
;

;

—

The

;

Cong, and M. E.

inn was opened in 1816, by Stephen Blake; and the
first sawmill was built by Phineas Chapin, in 1S12.
The first
school was taught by Harriet Eason, in the summer of 1812.
6 2 M. E. and 2
Bap.
* Named from David
Parish, who purchased the town before
first

settlement.
Paul Allen settled in town in 1805. The first birth w,as that
Orton, in 180.5; the first death, that of .Jonathan
Bedell, killed by the fall of a tree: and the first marriage, that
of Nathan Parkhurst and the widow Bedell. J. J. Miller kept
the first inn, in 1S07 and Martin Way and Paul Allen built the
first sawmill, in 1808.
The first school was taught at I'arishville. in the summer of 1807.
8 The town of '
Arcadia," so called, was annexed Feb. 20, 1807.
The town of " Greenboro" was erected Feb. 21, 184.3, and re-annexed March 1, 1848, in consequence of fraudulent practices
with regard to assessments upon the lands of non-residents.
*
Among those who settled in the town in 1798 were Amos
its

1

of

Ransom

;

Kent, Josiah Tryon, Nathan Sage, Jonathan Harmon, James
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RICHL..4.XD—was
was taken

off in 1817,

Orwell in 1844.

formed from Williamstown, as part of Oneida co., Feb. 20, 1807. Orwell
Sandy Creek and Albion in 1825, a part of Mexico in 1836, and a part of

It lies

upon the shore of Lake Ontario,

n. of the center of the co.

The surface

is

is 250
generally level or gently rolling, broken by the deep ravines of the streams. The E. part
feet aliove Lake Ontario, and Pulaski Village is 131 feet above,
giving to the town a decided
The principal streams are Salmon River,^ Deer and Sandstone Creeks and
westerly inclination.
each of them are falls, furnishing a large amount of water-power.' Spring Brook is a small

—

;

upon

stream flowing from several large springs in the e. part of the town, and in the course of 3 mi. falls
150 feet. The springs are perpetual, and rather increase than diminish in summer so that the
power furnished is abundant and constant. The mouth of Salmon River furnishes a good harbor.
The underlying rock is the Lorraine shales the soil is a sandy loam, with some clay in the s. w.
;

;

generally fertile. Pulaski, (p. v.,) on Salmon River, about 3 mi, from its mouth,
It contains 4 churches, a courthouse,
is the half shire of the co. and was incorp. April 26, 1832.
an academy,' a newspaper office, a bank, and several manufacturing establishments.* Pop. 1,168.

part,

and

is

Port Ontario,

on Salmon River, near its mouth, contains about 50 houses; and
p.o.) 1 church and 20 houses; Selkirk, at the mouth of
Salmon River, contains a church, a U. S. lighthouse, and 30 dwellings. Richland Station,
on the W. & R. R. R., is in the e. part of the town. The first settlement was made near the mouth
(p. v.,)

Ilolinesville (South Richland

by Nathan Tuttle, of Canada, and Nathan AVilcox and Albert Bohannan,
church (Cong.) was organized -Jan. 22, 1811; and the Rev. Oliver Leavitt
There are 7 churches in town.*
settled pastor.

of Salmon River, in 1801,

from Rome.*

was the

first

SAIVDY

The

first

CREER—was formed from Richland, March 24, 1825.

It lies

on the shore of Lake

Ontario, upon the n. border of the co. Its surface is rolling and has a westerly inclination, its E.
border being elevated about 500 feet above the surfsice of the lake. It is drained by Little Sandy
of which have rapid currents and are frequently interrupted
of water-power. Little Sandy Pond, a portion of Lake Ontario,
nearly landlocked, lies principally within the limits of this town. The soil consists of gravelly loaru
and disintegrated shale, and is generally productive. Lumber is the principal manufactured product.'
Wasllingtonville, (Sandy Creek p.o.,) situated on Little Sandy Creek, 4 mi. from

Creek and many smaller streams,

all

by falls, which furnish a good supply

mouth,

its

is

a station on the

by Joseph Hurd and
1817,

Elias

by Rev. Mr. Dunlap.

W. &

R. R. R.

The

Pop. 423.

Howe, from Oneida

co.*

The

first

first

settlement was

made

m

1S04,

church (Presb.) was organized iu

There are now 3 churches in town.®

SCMROEPPEE>»—was taken

from Volnej, April

4,

It lies in the

1832.

s.

part of the

The surface
in the n. e. angle formed by the junction of Oneida and Oswego Rivers.
gently rolling. It is watered by Scotts and Fish Creeks and many smaller streams.

is

co.,

level or

A swamp

extends northward from the mouth of Fish Creek to the n. border of the town, and is a half mile
The soil is a rich sandy loam and clay. The underlying rocks, which belong
to a mile in width.
There are 10 sawmills, 4 shingle mills, and
to the Clinton group, nowhere crop out in the town.
other manufactories in town.

Plieenix,"

(p. v.,)

on Oswego River, 2 mi. below Three River

It contains 3 churches and a newspaper
incorp. in 1848.
bertsville, (Gilberts Mills p. o.,) in the n. part, contains 2 churches.

Point,

was

Ville,

(p. v..)

Tlie first saw and grist mills were built in ISfll; and
inn was opened tlie same year, by David Butler. The
school was tausht in 1802. by Rev. .Toshua .Johnson.
At the month of Salmon River is a harbor admitting vessels

in 1801.

first

first
1

of

lifiht

draught.

2 There are 19 sawmills, 8
shingle mills, 6 flonring
mills, 2 paper mills, a tool factory, and several other
turing establishments in the town.

8

Gil-

Pop. 442. Binssiansin the extreme w. part, on Oswego River, contains 25 houses; and Penmelville,

Drake, Eli Strong, Benj. Austin, Samuel Brooks. Eliakim Simonds. Natlian Cook. Ebenezer Chamberlain, David Harmon,
and Eliliii Tngrahain. The first birth was tliat of Ezra L. H. Cliamberlain; and tlie first death, that of an infant son of Dr. Alden,
the

Pop. 1,164

office.

The Pulaski Academy was organized .Tune

4,

and rist
manufac-

I'^o.'?.

2 )iaper mills, 4 flouring and grist mills, 3 sawmills, 3 tanneries, and a foundery and machine shop.
6
Among the early settlers were Hugh Montgomery, in 1801 ;
John liigeisoll, Benj. Bull, Israel Jones, John Farnham, and
Joliuson, in 1S04; Jeremiah Matthowson. in 1S(I7; and
Ephraim and Justus Fox, in 1808. The first iiirth was that of
<

Benj. Ingersoll. Aug. 28, 1804; the first marriaLre, that of Saml.
Crippen and Rnth Tnttle, the same year; and the first death,
that of a child of Nathan Tuttle. The first inn was kept by

Benj. Winch, in 1806 and the first store, by .John Meacham, in
1810. The first sawmill was built by John Hoar, in 1806; atd
the first gristmill, by Jeremiah Matthewson. in 1808. Milly
Ellis tanght the first school, in the summer of 1808.
6 3
Bap., 2 JM. E., Cong., and Prot. E.
' There are 11
sawmills, 2 shingle mills, 2 gristmills, and '2
tanneries in town.
8 In 1805 Asel Hurd and 5 families from
Vt., by the name of
Meacham. settled in town. The first sawmill was bnilt by Wm.
Skinner and Joseph Hurd, in 1804; and the first gristmill, by
James Hinman, in 1806. Simeon Meacham kept the first store
and tavern, in 1806; and the first .school was taught at the
house of George Harding, by his daughter, in 1807-08. The first
birth was that of Laui-a Hn'rd the first marriage, that of Uenry
Patterson and Lucy Meacham, in 1806 and the first death, that
of Mrs. Elias Howe, in ISO".
6 Presb.. M. E., and
Bap, all at Washingtonville.
10 Pronounced
named from Henry W. Schroeppel.
scru'ple
His father. Geo. C. Schroeppel, purchased the wliole of Township
24 and a large part of 16, of George Scriba. Uenry W. settled
in tlie town in 1810. and is still a resident.
11 Named in houor of Alex. Phoenix.
;

;

;

—

;
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Settlement was commenced by Abram Paddock, in 1800.^
15.
(p.v.,) near tlie center,
church (M. E.) was organized in 1826, There are now 5 churches in town.^

The

first

SCRIBA'—was taken from "Fredericksburgh" (nowVolney) as part of Oneida cc, April 5, 1811.
upon the shore of Lake Ontario and the e. bank of Oswego River. Its surface is rolling,
the ridges extending n. and s., and elevated 100 to 180 feet above the lake. It is drained by
Black Creek, flowing s., and Nine Mile, Four Mile, and Wine Creeks, flowing n. Upon several
The soil is a gravelly and sandy loam, stony in
of these streams are valuable mill privileges.
and only moderately fertile. Scriba Corners, (Scriba p. o.,) near the center of tke
It lies

places,

town, contains 1 church and about 40 houses. JVortli Scrlba is a
was made by Henry Everts, in 1798.* There are 3 churches in town.*

T01.XEY®—was
March

CO.,

The

first

settlement

—

—

"
by the name of FredericJcshurgh" from Mexico as part
name was changed April 5, 1811. Scriba was taken ofi" in

formed
Its

21, 1806.

p. o.

of Oneida
1811,

and

s. w. of the center
Schroeppel and Palermo in 1832. It lies upon the e. bank of Oswego River,
of the CO. Its surface is undulating, with high, steep banks bordering upon the river. The
100 to 200 feet above Oswego River. The red
ridges are 50 to 100 feet above the valleys and

eandstone crops out on the bank of the river and is extensively quarried for building stone. The
upon the river furnish an immense water-power.'' The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam.
It contains
at the Oswego Falls,® was incorp. April 29, 1835.
Fulton,^
V.,) on Oswego River,

falls

(p.

6 churches, the Falley Seminary,^" a newspaper office, and a large number of manufacturing
establishments. Pop. 3,192. Seueca Hill, (p.v.,) on Oswego River, in the n. w. corner of the
town, contains 50 dwellings and the largest flouring establishment in the State." Volney Corners, (Volney p. o.,) near the center, contains 18 houses. The present village of Fulton became
the seat of a floating population in the early part of the eighteenth century but permanent settlement was not commenced until 1793.^^ The first church (Presb.) was organized in 1814; and the
Rev. Mr. Leavitt was the first settled minister. There are 9 churches in town."
;

IVEST

MONROE —was formed from Constantia, March 21, 1839.

of Oneida Lake,

s.

It lies upon the n. shore
The surface is level and marshy in the s., and rolling,
marsh on the bank of the lake covers an area of more than 1,000

of the center of the co.

e.

A

broken, and stony in the N.
In the valleys between the ridges,
acres, and a considerable portion of it produces cranberries.
in the n. part of the town, are several smaller marshes. Red sandstone, the underlying rock, crops
out in this town and furnishes a plentiful supply of valuable building stone. Bog iron ore is
found in the n. part and it is said that traces of lead and silver have also been found. The soil
;

is

a

Monroe

ment

Union

and
Settlequality of clay, sandy and gravelly loam. "West
The first settlement was made in 1806, by Martin Owens, Abel and Joseph
are p. ofiices.

medium

B. Ames, Ebenezer Loomis, and Sylvanus Allen." The

first

church (Presb.) was organized in 1843.'*

l^'IL.L.IA^ISTOff'iV— was formed from Mexico, as part of Oneida co., March 24, 1804.
Richland was taken ofi" in 1807, and Amboy in 1830. It lies near the center of the e. border of
the CO. The surface is undulating in the s., but broken and stony in the w., and moderately hilly
in the e.
It is drained by Fish Creek, flowing into Oneida Lake, and the head branches of Salmon
1 Thomas Vickerv and
La Tlommedieu settled in 1807 ;
Wm. Miles in'lSOS. The first birth was that of Joseph
Yickery, Sept. 11. 1S07: and the first marriage, that of John
Lemanier and 8ally Winter. The first sawmill was erected by
n. W. Schroeppel, in 1819 and the first grristmill, by A. & H.
Gilbert, the same year. The first store was kept by Andrus
and the first inn, by Alex. Phoenix, in 1828.
Gilbert, in 1821
Horatio Sweet taught the first school, at Three River Point, in
2 2 M.
1813.
E., Cong.. B,ip., and F. W. Bap.
8 Named in honor of
George Scriba. the original proprietor of
of
tlie
several
and
this
adjoining towns.
4 Asahel Bush and Samuel
Tiffany settled in town in 1801;
Wm. Biirt and Iliel Stone in 180.5: and Dr. Deodatus Clark in
1807. The first birth was that of Henry Everts, jr. ; the first
mari-iage, that of John Masters and Eliza Baldwin, in 1806; and
the first death, that of a child of Hir.im Warner. The first inn
wa.s kept by Iliel Stone, in 1806: and the first store, by Orrin
Stone and Aaron Parkhurst, in 1819. Benj. Robinson, from
Manlius. taught the first school, in 1804.
6
Free and Union.
Bap.. M. E.. and a Bethel
6 Named in honor of Volney, the French author, who visited
a
tour
while-on
1808.
in'
through the U. S.
the town
' There are 7 flouring mills in town, having an aggregate of
42 run of stone; also a large number of sawmills and other
manufaeturing establishments.
8 Named in honor of Robeit Fulton.
It was originally called

internal water communication between Schenectady and the
ports upon Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River, after the
construction of the canal connecting Wood Creek with the Mohawk River, by the Western Navigation Co., in 1796.
M The Fulton Female Seminary was incorp. in 1836, and in
1842 it was changed to the Fulton Academy. In 18+9 it received
a donation of §3.000 from Mrs. M. E. Falley and assumed the
name of the Falley Seminary. At the same time it came under
the charge of the Black River Conference of the M. E. Church.

and

;

:

"OsiVFgr, Pulla."
»

The portage

at this place

was the only interruption

in the

It

is

a prosperous institution.

11 This
flouring mill has 15 run of stone, with a separate wheel
to each run, and a capacity of grinding and packing 1,200 barrels of flour per day.
12 Daniel Masters settled at
Oswego Falls in 1793 ; Laurence

and John Van Huron
fiills, in 1795
1796. John Waterhouse settled in the town in 1797: and
Ebenezer Wright in 1800. The first birth after the permanent
-"'
*
-.^-i-^-. „„j ...„«„. .^..„*i, that
n,„t of
.,f John
t,,i,„ Water\v„t„,.
settlement was in 1795; and the first

Van Valkenburgh, below the
I

;

death,
house, in Aug. 1799. Daniel Masters kept the first inn. at the
Goodell erected the first sawmill,
falls, in 1794; and he and
in 1796. Miss A. Waterhouse taught the first school, in 1800.
13 2 M.
Wes. Jleth.,
E., Presb., Prot. E., Cong., Bap., Prot. Meth.,
and Union.
n Deacon Smith, from Mass., settled in the town in 1808. and
Hiram Nickcrson in 1810. The first birth was that of .Azariah
Ames. The first inn was kept by Deacon Smith, in 1812; and
the first school was tauglit by Caroline Barnes, in 1810.
15 The census
reports 2 < lurches ; Presb. and F. \V. Bap.

o
CD
DC

<

o
o
uJ
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o
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The surface of Fish Creek at Willianisto^vn Mills, in the s. E. part, is 354 feet above Lake
The greater part of the tovra is yet
Ontario, and the hills in the n. e. are 200 to 300 feet higher.
unsettled.
The soil is a moderately fertile sandy or gravelly loam. Lumber and leather are the

River.

in the
principal manufactured products. Williailistowii, (p. v.,) on Fish Creek,
station on the W. & R. R. R.
Pop. 240. Hasoa^, (p. v.,) a little w. of the center,

on the W.

&

R. R. R. and contains about 25 houses.

The

first

settlement was

made

s.

is

part, is

a

a station

in 1801,

Gilbert Taylor, Solomon Goodwin, Ichabod Comstock, Dennis Orton, Henry Williams, and
Filkins.^
The first church (Cong.) was founded in 1805, by Rev. Wm. Stoue.''^

by
Henry

Acres of I/and, Valuation, Population^ Dwellings, Families, Freeliolders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Oswego County.
Acres of Land.

Names op Towns.

Albion

Amboy
Bojleton
Constantia.

Granby
HaDDibal
Hastings

Mexico

New Haven....
Orwell

Oswego City...
Oswego-Town.
Palermo
Parish
Redfield

Richland

Sandy

Creek...

Schroeppel
Scriba

Volney

West Monroe..
Williamstown
Total

OTSEGO COUNTY.
This county was erected from Montgomery, Feb. 16, 1791, and embraced the 2 original towns of Otsego and Cherry Valley.
part
of Schoharie was taken off in 1795, and a part of Delaware in 1797.

A

It lies

at the

upon the highlands

head of Susquehanna River,

s.

e.

It is centrally distant 66 miles from
contains 1,038 sq. mi. Its surface is a hilly upland,

of the center of the State.

Albany, and

divided into several ridges separated by deep, broad valleys. The
summits are 400

declivities are generally gradual and the highest
to 700 ft. above the valleys and 1,700 to 2,000 ft.
;

above

tide.

The

A

ridges have a general n. e. and s. w. direction.
high and rocky
upland extends into the s. e. corner from Delaware, terminating

upon Schenevas Creek

in

an abrupt and wall-like declivity 300

to

The other

ridges of the co. have a nearly uniform elevation, and generally terminate
The principal streams are Unadilla River,
in steep declivities upon the valleys of the streams.
forming the w. boundary, Wharton and Butternut, Oak, and Otego Creeks, Susquehanna River,

500

ft.

high.

Cherry Valley and Schenevas Creeks. Charlotte River forms a small portion of the s. boundary.
Besides these, there are a large number of smaller creeks and brooks, tributaries to the above.
few small streams rise in the n. e. corner and flow into the Mohawk. Otsego Lake, in the n. e. part,

A

a fine sheet of water 8 mi. long and about 1 mi. broad. It is 1,193 ft. above tide, and is surrounded by hills 400 to 500 ft. high. Its outlet forms the principal head branch of the Susquehanna. Schuyler Lake, n. w. of Otsego, is a similar sheet of water, 85 mi. long. The other bodies
of water in the co. are small ponds. The rocks in the n.e. corner consist of the limestones of the
Helderbergh division. The hills in the s. part are composed of the shales of the Hamilton group
and the shales and sandstones of the Portage and Chemung groups. The summits in the extreme
Als. part and s. E. corner are crowned by the red sandstone and shales of the Catskill group.
most all the valuable quarries of the co. are found in the limestone region of the n. e. The soil in
the N. E. is a good quality of gravelly and calcareous loam but further south it is a clay and shaly
loam upon the hills, and a gravelly loam and alluvium in the valleys. The uplands are best adapted
to grazing; and the river intervales are well adapted to the cultivation of grain.
The people are
principally engaged in stock raising and dairying. More than three-sevenths of all the hops prois

;

duced in the State are grown in this co. The manufacturing interests are limited, though the
available water-power is very great.
The county seat is located at Cooperstown, in the town of Otsego, at the foot of Otsego Lake.^
The courthouse is a brick edifice in the w. part of the village.^ The jail, near by, is built of
The average number of inmates
stone, but has few of the modern improvements or conveniences.
The clerk's office is a fireproof brick buildis 8, supported at a weekly cost of S3. 00 each.
The co. poorhouse is situated upon a farm of 153 acres in
ing, contiguous to the courthouse.
The children attend
Its average number of inmates is 90.
Middlefield, 4 mi. s. of Cooperstown.
the district school. The farm yields a revenue of $1,400. The general arrangement and management of this institution are far better than the average. The only work of internal improvement in
is the
Albany & Susquehanna R. R., now in process of construction. It extends along
Susquehanna River and Schenevas Creek, through Unadilla Otego, Oneonta, Milford, Maryland,
and Worcester.

the CO.

Five weekly newspapers are published in the
Thomas Farrlngton, of Tioga, Alvin Bronson, of Oswego,
and Archibald Campbell, of Dutchess, were the commissioners
1

appointed to locate the co. seat.
'The first county officers were Wm. Cooper, First Judge :
Jacob Morris, County Clerk; Kichard B. Smith, ,S/(ert^; and

James Cannon, Surrngat^.
8 The
Otsego Herald and TTfrf-ern yidiiertiser, the first paper published in the

The

and the second

in the

State w. of
Albany, was commenced at Cooperstown, April 3, 1795,
by Elihu Phinney, a native of Conn. Mr. Phinney continued its publication until 1803, when he died. It was
then published by his eons, E. & H. Phinney, until
1821, when it was discontinued.
Impartial Observer was established at Cooperstown in 1808

530

co.,

co.'

by William Andrews.

It

soon after passed to John H.

Prentiss,

its

name

who changed

to

Federalist, under which title it was published
until 1S2S, when the name was asain changed to
In 1850 it passed into the

The Cboperdmim

THe Freeman's Journal.

hands of Samuel M. thaw, by

whom

it

is

now

pub-

lished.

The Otsego JfepubUcan was published at Cherry Valley in 1812
by Clark & Crandal.
The Watehtower was established at Cherry Valley in 1813. In
1814 it was removed to C^iiperstown, where it was
put'lished by Israel W. Clark until May, 1817. when
Edward B. Crandal became proprietor, and continued
the publication until 1831.

OTSEGO COUNTY.
The

first

settlement in this co. -was

made

at

Cherry Valley,

in 1740,

531

by John Lindcsay,

•who, -with

3 others, held a patent for a tract of 8,000 acres lying in that town.^
Mr. Lindesay was a Scotch
gentleman of some fortune and distinction, and, by his influence, induced a settlement on his lands

A

of several families, comprising about 30 persons, originally from Scotland and Ireland.
few
years later, small settlements were made in the present towns of Springfield, Middleficld, Laurens,
Otego, and at other points in the valley of the Susquehanna. These settlements then formed the

extreme outposts in the advance of civilization west. They increased very slowly, in consequence
of the fear of Indian hostilities. In 1765, 25 years after the first settlement, but 40 families had
located at Cherry Valley.
At the
On the 11th of Oct. 1778,

commencement of the Revolution it was still a frontier settlewas attacked by the tories and Indians, under the lead of
massacre ensued. The family of Robert Wells, father of the late

ment.

it

Butler and Brant, and a horrible
John Wells of New York, consisting of 12

persons, were brutally murdered and one of the tones
boasted that he killed Mr. Wells while at prjiyer. John AVells, the only member of the family who
The wife and daughter of Mr. Dunlop, Mis.
escaped, was at school in Schenectady at^tbe time.
;

Dickson, and the wife and 4 children of Mr. Mitchell were murdered in cold blood. Thirty-two of
the inhabitants, mostly women and children, and 16 Continental officers and soldiers, were killed;
the residue of the inhabitants were taken prisoners and carried off, and all the buildings in the
place were burned. All the frontier settlements were ravaged, and nearly every building, except
These horrible outrages aroused the whole country, and in
those belonging to tories, was burned.

1779 Gen. Sullivan, at the head of a large body of troops, was sent against the Western tribes. In
Feb. Gen. Clinton, with a force of 1,200 men, marched up the Mohawk, and thence opened a road
At the foot of the lake he halted and built a dam across the
to Otsego Lake, a distance of 20 mi.
When the lake was suflBciently high, the boats
outlet, and prepared boats to descend the stream.

were launched, the dam was broken down, and the army descended the river on the flood thus produced. The Indians upon the banks, witnessing the extraordinary rise of the river at midsummer
without any apparent cause, were struck with superstitious dread, and in the very outset were
disheartened at the apparent interposition of the Great Spirit in favor of their foes. Gen. Clinton's
At the close of the war, settlements progressed with
forces joined Sullivan on the Chemung.
land
in
and
much
of
the
best
the co. was taken up before the fertile lands in the
great rapidity
;

western part of the State were opened

to

immigration.

BlTllL.IXGTO^T_^as

formed from Otsego, April 10, 1792. Pittsfield was taken off in 1797,
an interior town, lying n. w. of the center of the co. Its surface is
a hilly upland, divided into 3 general ridges extending n. and s. These ridges are about 400 ft.
above the valleys, and are arable to their summits. The streams are Butternut Creek, flowing s.

and Edmeston

in 1808.

It is

through the center, and Wharton Creek, flowing
hills is

a slaty loam, in

many

places underlaid

s. w.
through the w. part. The soil upon the
by hardpan, and in the valleys a gravelly loam.

was established at Cooperstown in June, 1829, by
Duttcn & Hews, and was published by them until 1831,
wlien it took the name of
The Otsego Republican. It was issued by Button & Hopkins for
about 1 year; by Hopkins alone. 1 year; Hopkins &
Clark, a year; by A. W. Clark, about 1 year; and by
Andrew M. Barber. 4 or 5 year?. In 184.5 it was issued
by I. K. Williams k Co. Soon after it again came into
the possession of A. M. Barber, and was continued by
hi'u until his death, in Aug. 1865. In Oct. 1S65, the
))aper was united with The Otsego Democrat, and

Wm.

Tlie Tocsin

issued as

The Republican

and. Democrat, under which title
now publi^hed by James I. Ilendrix.
was
Demncrat
commenced at Cooperstown in 1846
The Otseqn,
by James I. Heiidrix. and was published by him until
it was merged with the Republican in 186'5.
The Otsego Examintr was commenced at Cooperstown in 1854
by Robt. Shanktand. who soon after withdrew, and the
publication was continued by B. VV. Burditt until 1857.
Th6 Cherry Valley Gazette was started in Oct. IKIS. by Mm. Mcit is

Lean, who continued its publication until 1832. It then
passed into the hands of Chas. McLean, who continued
it until Jan. 1, 1847. when A. S. Bottsford became proprietor and continued it until 1S51. It then reverted
to Charles McLean; and in 1853 it was sold to John B.
King, who published it 1 year under the name of
TheAmencan Banner, when he sold it to A. S. Bottsford, who
changed tlie ngtoe back to

Tbe

Clicrry Valrey Gazette, under which
still

The
The

title it is

published.

Otsego Farmer -was published at Cherry Valley in 1841.
Olseyo County Courier was commenced at the village of

The

H. S. WyLouisville, in the town of Morris, by
nans, in 1845. This paper was succeeded by
Village Advertiser, commenced at the same place in 1851.
It was a quarterly publication, conducted, in 1855, by
H.

8.

Avery.

TheOneonta Herald was commenced Feb. 9,
onta Village, by L.

The

P. Carpenter,

18.5.3,

at

Ono

the present publisher.

Suj!que)ianna Xcws was commenced at Unadilla in Sept.
1840, by Edward A. Graves. In 1841 or '42 it was

changed to the
Unadilla Ke%vs, Geo. H. Noble, publisher, and was soon after
suspended.
The Weekly Courier was commenced at Unadilla in March, 1843,
by Ed.son S. Jennings.
The Unadilla Weekly Herald was commenced in March, 1845,
by Wm. S. Hawley. It was soon after changed to
The Otsego County Herald.a,nd was removed to Delhi, Delaware
CO., the same year, and its name changed to Yoice of
the People.

The Unadilla Times

was commenced in .Tune, 1856, by
sold it in the fall of the same year to
E. S. Watson. In June, 18.57, it passed into the hands
of Geo. B. Fellow.s, its present publisher.
1
During the first winter the snow fell to so great a depth
that it was impossible for Mr. Linde.s.ay to go to the nearest
settlement, which was 15 mi. distant. His provisions gave out,
and his family were in danger of perishing by starvation, in
this extremity they were visited by an Indian, who came on

John Brown, who

shoes, and who. on learning their .situation, undertook to
supply them with food. He wont to tbe Mohawk, and returned
with a load of provisions, and continued his visits of M;ercy
until the close of the winter. Mr. Lindesay afterward left tha
settlement, joined the army, and served for several years.

snow

•
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p. o.,) on Butternut Creek, near the center, contains 3
churches and 118 inhabitants; Burlington Flats, (p. v.,) on AVharton Creek, n. w. of the
center, 2 churches, a tannery, gristmill, sawmill, and about 30 dwellings and "West Burling'ton, (p. V.,) on Wharton Creek, a church and 143 inhabitants. The first settlement was com-

ISurlingloil Green, (Burlington

;

menced near West Burlington, in 1799, by Eobert Garrat and Eber and Benjamin Harrington.^
The first church (Bap.) was formed at Burlington Green, in 1793 Rev. James Southworth was
;

the

first

minister.^

BUTTERNUTS—

was formed from Unadilla, Feb. 5, 1796. Morris was taken off in 1849
and a part of Unadilla was annexed in 1857. It lies upon the w. border of the co., s. w. of the
Unadilla
Its surface is a hilly upland, divided into several ridges extending n. and s.
center.
Kiver, forming its w. boundary, is bordered by a narrow intervale, from which the highlands rise in
a series of steep bluffs to a height of 500 to 600 ft. Butternut Creek flows s. w. in a deep valley
through near the center of the town. A large number of smaller streams, tributaries to these,
flow in deep valleys among the hills, dividing the ridges and giving to the region a peculiar broken
The hills are arable to their summits, and the soil is a good quality of red shale and
character.
gravelly loam. Gilbertsville, (Butternuts p. o.,) near the center, contains 4 churches, the

Academy and Collegiate Institute, 3 carriage factories, tannery, and various other
manufacturing establishments. Pop. 442. Settlements were commenced in 1788-89, at GilbertsThe first church (Cong.) was formed
ville, by Gordon and Wyatt Chamberlin and Abijah Gilbert.'
Sept. 3, 1797 Rev. Wm. Stone was the first preacher.*
Gilbertsville

;

VALiLiEY —was

CHERRY

formed from Canajoharie, (Montgomery

co.,)

Feb. 16, 1791.

It is the
Middlefield, Springfield, and Worcester were taken off in 1797, and Roseboom in 1854.
Its surface is a hilly and mountainous upland ; and much of it is too
N. E. corner town of the co.

rough and rocky for cultivation. Mount Independence, s. e. of the center, is a rocky eminence
1,000 ft. above the valleys and 2,000 ft. above tide. It is the highest summit in the co. A range
of highlands extends along the n. w. boundary. The central and s. parts of the town are drained
by the head branches of the Susquehanna, and the n. part by tributaries of the Mohawk. The
soil upon the uplands is a slaty and gravelly loam, and in the valleys a fine quality of calcareous
loam. Upon a small creek in the n. part are the Tekaharawa Falls, 160 feet in height. In the
In the n. w. corner are several
vicinity are several sulphur springs and quarries of limestone.
Clierry Valley,^ (p-'^-j)
.tjprings of weak brine, from which salt was formerly manufactured.
at the head of the valley of Cherry Valley Creek, was incorp. June 8, 1812. It contains 3 churches,
the Cherry Valley Academy,^ a bank, newspaper office, gristmill, 2 melodeon factories, and 1
The first setfurnace. Pop. 1,000. Salt Springville^ (p-o.) is a hamlet in the n. w. corner.
tlement was made on the present site of the village, in 1739, by John Lindesay, an emigrant from

The

the Londonderry Colony of Scotch-Irish in N. H.®
by Rev. Samuel Dunlop, a native of Ireland.'

first religious

services

were held in 1743,

DECATUR^"— was formed from Worcester,
CO., s.

of the center.

The surface

is hilly,

March 25, 1808. It lies upon the e. line of the
and broken by the narrow valleys of several small

1 Paul Gardner settled in
1792, and Benj. Card, Willis Potter,
Caleb Gardner, Alexander Parker, Ira Jolinson. John Johnson,
Lemuel Hubbell, and Sam'l Hubbard, about the same time or
soon after, in the vicinity of Burliuston Flats. The first school
was taught by Jos. Wright, at Hurliiigtun Green. Paris Briggs
and Willard Church kipt the first inns! andWalbridge & Co. the
fiT^t store, at Burlington Flats.
Augustus and Adolphus Walbridge erected the first mill, at the same place.
There are 7 churches in town 4 Bap., Presb., Scotch Presb.,
-'

;

and Friends.
3 Daniel and John Eastwood were
among the first settlers in
the w. part of the town, and Joseph T. Gilbert, Wm. Musson,
Dr. John Burgess, John Marsh, and .Joseph Cox near the center.
The first child born was Jacob M. Houck, about 1790. and the
first death of an adult was that of Saml. Shaw, in 1799
the first
marriage was that of Jos. Cox and Betsey Nichols. The first school
was taught by Levi Halbert, at the house of Jos. Cox. Abijah
Gilbert kept the first inn, at Gilbertsville, and Timothy Dimmick
the first store in town, aljout 1790. The first mill was erected
by Joseph Shaw and Abijah Gilbert.
* The cens.
reports 5 churches Cong., Presb,, Prot. E., Bap., M.E.
;

;

6 This
pla^e has been the re.<idHucp of seveial of the distingtiished political and profes.'ional men in the State, among whom
were John Wells, Esq., the distinguished lawyer of N. Y. City;

Wm. W.

Campbell, author of the '-Annals of Tryon Co.;"
Rev. Eliphalet Nott Jabez D. Hammond, Esq., author of " Political History of NewY'^ork;" Hon. Levi Beardsley, author of
•Reminiscences of Otsego;" Alvan Stewart, Esq.; and James 0.
Morse, Esq.

Hon.

;

I

6

This institution was incorp. Feb.

8, 1706, and is the oldest
of Schenectad}'. Its first principal was Rev. SoloSpaulding, the reputed author of the Book of Mormon;
his successor was Rev. Eliphalet Nott, the venerable President
of Union College. The institution has maintained a high reputation for more than half a century and the female department
under its present organization has attained a wide celebrity.
' Named from
the brine springs
the vicinity.
8 Mr.
Lindesay was one of the original proprietors of Cherry
Valley, under a patent granted in 1738, by George Clarke, then
Lieut. Governor Of New York, to John Lindesay, Jacob Rose-

academy w.

mon

|

I

I

;

m

boom, and

other.s.

David Ramsey and James Campbell, from

Londonderry, N. H., and Wm. Gait and Wm. Dickson, from Ireland, settled on the patent, in 1742, at and near the village.
John Well.s,from Ireland, settled at the village, in 1744. From
the fear of Indi.an hostilities, the settlement of Cherry Valley
proceeded slowly, there being in 1752, 12 years after the first
settlement, but 8 families in the town ; and at the breaking out
of the Revolution, In 1775, the number of families did not exceed
CO.
James Ritchie kept the first store and inn, anterior to tha
war; and James Campbell erected the first gristmill, in 1743-i4.
John Wells erected the second gristmill. Rev. Samuel Dunlop
taught a classical school at his own house, in 174.3-44, the first
probably, of the kind w, of the Hudson. The whole settlement
was destroyed by the Indians, and the greater part of the in-

—

habitants were murdered and taken pri^ners, on the evening of
Oct. 11, 1778. See page 531.
9 The census
reports 4 churches; 2 M. E., Presb., and Prot ?
10 Named in honor of Commodore
Stephen Decatur.

W
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The hills generally have gradual slopes and rounded summits, and are elevated 250 to
above the valleys. The town is drained s. by Oak and Parker Creeks, flowing into the
Schehevas. The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam. Decatur, (p. v.,) near the s. w. corner,
contains a church and 120 inhabitants.
The first settlements were commenced in or about 1790,
streams.

300

ft.

originally from New Milford, Conn., at or near the village of Decatur.^
religious association (M. E.) was formed at an early period.*

by Jacob Kinney,
first

The

EDUIESTO^—was formed from Burlington,

April 1, 1808. It lies upon the w. border of the
an elevated upland, broken by numerous irregular valleys.
The highest elevations are 400 to 500 ft. above Unadilla River, which forms the w. boundary,
Wharton Creek flows across the s. e. corner. Mill Creek and several other small streams take their
Smiths Pond is a small sheet of water in the n. e. corner. The soil is a sandy
rise in the town.
and clayey loam. Edmeston Center (Edmeston p. o.) contains 3 churches, a grist and saw
mill, and tannery.
Pop. 275. H'est Edmeston, (p. v.,) on Unadilla River, and partly in
Soutb Edmeston (p. v.) conBrookfield, (Madison co.,) contains a church and 35 houses.
tains a population of about 300 inhabitants.
Of the first settlement in town, authentic data
of the precise date are wanting.
It was made, however, on Unadilla River, during tl*e interval
between the close of the French War, in 1763, and the commencement of that of the Revolution,
in 1775, by Col. Edmeston, an officer of the French War, and Percifer Carr, a faithful soldier who
had served under him.^ The first church (Bap.) was formed at Taylor Hill, March 8, 1794; Rev.
of the center.

CO., N.

The

Stephen Taylor was the

EXETER—was

surface

first

is

preacher.*

formed from Richfield, March

It is an interior town, lying n. w.
25, 1799.
and broken, consisting mainly of elevated uplands.
Angel and Tunnicliff Hills, lying in this town, are 400 to 500 feet above the valleys. The town
is drained E. by several small streams flowing into Schuyler Lake, and s.
by Butternut and
Wharton Creeks, both of which are in this town. The soil is a clay and gravelly loam, well
adapted to grazing. Exeter Center (Exeter p. o.) contains 2 churches and 100 inhabitants.
SiiSmylers Eake, (p. v.,) at the outlet of Schuyler Lake, on the e. border of the town, contains
2 churches and 280 inhabitants. West Exeter (p. v.) contains 1 church and 100 inhabitants.
The first settlements were made by John Tunnicliff and Ilendrick Herkimer, before the Revolution, near Schuyler Lake, and William Angel, on Angel Hill, in 1789.* The first church was Prot.

of the center of the co.

Epis.

Rev. Daniel Nash

;

The surface

first pastor,

is lailly

in 1797.®

II ARTIVICR''—was formed from Otsego, March 30, 1802. Its n. line was changed in 1803. It
is the central town in the co.
It is a hilly upland, the highest summits being 200 to 350 ft. above
The soil
the valleys. Its E. part is drained by the Susquehanna, and its w. part by Otego Creek.
is chiefly a sandy and gravelly loam, with an occasional mixture of clay.
Hart^rick, (p. v.,)
on Otego Creek, in the w. part, contains 4 churches, 2 iron founderies, several mills, and other

Hart^vicli. Seminary, (p. v.,) in the
Pop. about 400.
manufacturing establishments.
the
contains
"Hartwick
of
the
Theological and Classical Seminary,"^ a
Susquehanna,
valley
Soutll Hartwick (p. v.) contains a church and 17 houses.
church, and 20 dwellings.
line of Otsego, in the n. e. corner of the town, contains the Union
(p. v.,) upon the
Cotton Factory^ and about a dozen dwellings. Clintonville, a hamlet in the s. e. corner, is
the seat of the Clinton Cotton Factory.'" The Hartwick Patent, including the greater part of the
area of this town, was granted April 22, 1761 and settlements were made in the town before the

Toddsville,

;

Jacob Brown, John and Calvin Sewaid, and Oliver Mclntyre
Sloan, from Colnmbia co., settled
settled soon after and
near the village, in 1797. Mr. Sloan opened the first tavern
1

;

Graves kept the first inn; and James Kenada erected the first
gristmill, both at Edmeston Center.
* The census
reports 5 churches; 2 Bap., 7th da. Bap., M. E.,

of the village. John Champion erected the and Univ.
6 About the same
and James Stewart the first carding and fulling
time, or soon after, Asahel Williams and
The first school was taught by Samuel Thur- Hagur Curtis settled in the s. part of the town Joshua and
on
of
Caleb
been
that
have
to
first
death
is
Hill; Seth Tubbs and Bethel Martin, at
The
Angel
Angel,
supposed
ber, in 1798.
West Exeter; T. Brooks and M. Cushman, on the Kockdunga.
Mr. King, about 1797.
John Tunnicliff kept the first store and tavern. John Uarts2 The census reports 2 churches; M. E. and Bap.
3 At the close of the war. Col. Edmeston, for his military ser- horne erected the first gristmill, on Herkimer Creek.
8 The census
reports 6 churches 2 M. E., Cong., Bap., Prot. E.,
vices, received the grant of a tract of land covering a large portion of the town on which he made the first settlement. At his and Union.
' Named from Chrisian John
Hartwick, the patentee of the
death the lands fell to heirs and minor children residing in
Patent.
England, from whom no safe title could be obtained for many Hartwick
8 This institution, established in 1815, was originally endowed
of the town.
the
settlement
retarded
which
greatly
years.
Hartwick with a fund of SS0,U0O.
During the Revolution, the hired men of Mr. Carr were killed by9 John Christopher
The Union Cotton Factory was erected in 1809, and burned
while at work, his barn was burned, his property destroyed, and
It gives employment to about 40
British
and
Indown
and
in
1848.
the
rebuilt
were
taken
himself and family
prisoners by
dians and detained to the close of the war. Abel De Forest and hands.
10 The Clinton
Factory, erected in 1847, gives employment to
Gideon De Forest we^among the early settlers on the Unadilla
Aden Deming and .J«nes Kenada, at Edmeston; and Stephen 35 hands, and turns out 624,000 yards of printed cottons per
was taught. Kufus anuum.
Taylor, on Taylor Hill, where the first school

and the

first store, n.

first gristmill,

mill,

about 1810.

;

;

—

;
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Revolution,'
fii'st

The

church (Bap.) was formed Aug.

first

19,

1795

;

Rev. John Bostwick was the

settled preacher.^

l.AUREl¥S —was

formed from Otsego, April 2, 1810. It is an interior town, lying s. w. of the
the exception of the broad valley of Otego Creek, the surface is high and
drained s. by Otego Creek and several tributaries, among which are Harrisons and

With

center of the co.
hilly.

It is

Camps

Creeks.

tive.

The

One and a

a sandy and gravelly loam, in some parts slaty, and generally producis a sulphur spring.
Laurens, (p. v.,) on Otego Ci-eek,

soil is

half mi. n. of Laurens

was incorp. April 22, 1834. It contains 3 churches, 1 flouring iiiill, the Otsego
Cotton Mills,^ an iron foundery, sawmill, and tannery. Pop. 726.
Jacksonville, (Mount
Vision p. 0.,) in the n. e. corner, contains 2 churches, a grist and saw mill, and about 30 houses.
West L.aurens (p. v.) contains about 15 houses. Settlements were made in this town prior
in the e. part,

the Revolution, by Joseph Mayall and Richard Smith, a

to

Sleeper, at the village; and
was formed by the Friends,

by William Ferguson, a

who

little s.

little n.

of

it.*

of Laurens Village; by Joha
first religious association

The

erected a meetinghouse in 1800.*

M ARYLiAIVD —was formed from Worcester, March 25, 1808.

It lies

on the

s.

line of the co.,

a hilly upland, broken by the deep ravines of the streams. Schenevas Creek flows s. w. through near the center and receives several tributaries from the n. South
Hill, a steep, unbroken ridge 350 to 500 ft. above the valleys, extends along the s. bank of the
creek through the town and from its summit the surface spreads out into a rocky and broken
of the center.

E.

Its surface is

;

The soil is principally a sandy loam, and is best adapted to
near the center of the town, contains a church and 20 houses;
near the e. border, a church, tannery, and 383 inhabitants. Cbaseville

upland, extending into the

Maryland,

grazing.

Sclienevus,

(p. v.,)

s.

border.

(p. v.,)

a p. o. Thomas Thompson and his son John, from Columbia co., settled in 1793.* The
church (Presb.) was formed at an early period; Rev. Mr. Ralph was the first pi-eacher.^
is

MIDDliEFIELD —was formed from
lying N.

E.

Lake and

The

of the center of the co.

first

Cherry Valley, March

It is an interior town,
3, 1797.
a hilly upland, abruptly descending to Otsego
The summits of the hills are 400 to 600 ft. al)ove

surface

is

which form its w. boundary.
Cherry Valley Creek flows s. w. through the e. part of the town. The soil is a
of the town, contains
gravelly and sandy loam. Middlefield Center, (p. v.,) in the n. part
a church, last factory, and 15 dwellings. Clarksville,^ (Middlefield p. o.,) on Cherry Valley
The first settlement was made al).mt
Creek, contains 2 churches, a tannery, and 260 inhabitants.
Outlet,

the valleys.

1755, by emigrants originally from Ireland and Scotland.* The first religious association (Presb.)
was formed by Rev. Andrew Oliver, in 1805 the first church edifice was erected in 1808.'°
;

MII^FORD —was formed from Unadilla, Feb. 5,
April 8, 1800. A part of Otego was taken off in 1830.
The Susquehanna

1796, as "Suffrage."
It is

Its

an interior town,

s.

name was changed
uf the center

w. through the town, in a deep valley bordered by steep
and divides the surface into two distinct ridges. Crumhorn Mt., on the e. border, is 500

CO.

above the valleys

;

flows

s.

and the w.

hills are

mi. in circumference, lies upon the

Milford Center

(Milford

the

to

600

ft.

high. Crumhorn Lake, a body of water 3
Crumhorn Mt. The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam.

300 to 400

summit of

p. o.)

(it

hillf5i(les,

ft.

contains 2 churches

;

pop. 250."

Colliervalle

is

a

p. o.

Lot Crosby and Stephen Skiff were among the first settlers and cloth dressing mill. The first death was that of John
Rice,
at Ilartwick Village, and Elijah and Rufus Hawkins and N. killed by the fall of a tree.
^ The census
Lyon in the N. E. part of the town. James Butterfield kept the
reports 4 churches; 3 M. E., and Bap.
8 About 2 ml. N. of Clarksville is a rock called
first inn, and Daniel Laurens the first store, at what is called
by tlie Tndinna
White House. The first mill was erected by Samuel Mudge, at Nis-ka-yu-na, (probably meaning Council Hock.) whtwe various
Hartwick Village.
tribes ifrom the s. were ac-ustomed to meet the Mohawks in
2 The census
reports 6 churches; 2 Christian, Bap., Luth., council. In former days the roik was covered with hieroglyPresb., and M. E.
phics, but from its shaly nature all are now oliliteiated.
3 This
9
factory was erected in 1846, by an investment of $40,000.
Among those who settled prior to the Revolutionary War
It employs 40 persons, and makes sheetings exclusively, to the were Wm. Cook, Dauiel, Beirjamin. and Rrulien McCollum,
value of $50,000 per annum.
Samuel and Andrew Wilson, Andrew Cochran, .\ndrew Cameron,
* Griffin Crafts kept the first
inn, about 18] 2; and Erastns and
Hall, all in the N. part of the town. They came from
and John CuUy, the first store. John Sleeper erected the first the N. of Ireland, but were mostly of .Scotch descent. Among
Johnson
the
and
Daniel
first
first
birth
The
those who settled near the close of and after the war were l!enfactory.
gTistmill,
1

was that of Nehemiah Sleeper; the first marriage, that of Thos. jamin Gilbert, in the N. part, in 1780; Reuben Reals, in the 8.
Ferguson and Polly Myers and the first death, that of Hannah part, in 1786; Wm. Compton, Bernard Temple, Wm. Rice. Step'u
and Thomas Pratt, Whitney Jenel, and Moses Rich, all from
Sleeper. John Hardgrove taught the first school.
6 The census reports 6 churches; 2 M. E., Friends, Bap., ChrisObadiah DunMass., and William Cook, from England, in 1797;
tian, and Presb.
ham, Wm. Temple, and Daniel Moore, from New England, in the
6 In 1V94, Josiah Chase, Col. J. Houprhton, Ezekiel Rice, and
Ilubbell
Hannah
soon
aftpr.
taught the
of
the
S. part
town,
Caleb Byington, from Vt., and Daniel IIouKlitoo .and Wilder first school, about 1790. Alexander McCollum and Andrew
Rice, settled near Schonevus, Daniel Stever, from Mass., settled Cannon kept, the first inns, and Renjarain Johnson the first
at Schenevus, and Joseph Howe on Elk Creek. The first jrrist- store, in 1700 Mr. McCollum also built ll.e first sawmill, before
piiU was built by Israel Sponcer,and the first sawmill by Jothara the war; and Moses Rich the first gristmill, in 1705.
and M. E.
10 The census
Houghton, in 17!t"i, on Schenevus Creek. Josiah Chase kept the
reports 4 churches; 2 liM., I'resb.,
11 .Milford coulaiuB 2 tanneries and seWal manufactories.
first inn, near Roseville; and Stephen G. Virgil the first fulling
;
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Poi'flaiid\ille
cuntiiiiis

Milford (p. v.)
(p. v.) contains a tannery, other factories, and 2 churches.
2 churches, 2 tanneries, and other factories.
Pop. 250. The first settlement was made on

the Susijuehanna, about 1770,
by a squatter

named

were broken up by the border wars which followed,
of the Revolution.'

by Rev.

The

Reed, the

first

first

little

religious services (Cong.)

preacher.

The census

MORRIS — was formed from Butternuts,

As

Carr.

the settlements

or no progress

made

was made

at tliat period

until the close

were held near Milford Village,

in 1793,

reports 6 churches.^

April 6, 1849. A part of Pittsfield was annexed in
upon the w. border of the co., s. of the center. Its surface is a hilly upland, divided
into two principal ridges by Butternut Creek, which flows s. w. through near the center.
The
w. ridge terminates in a series of steep bluffs bordering upon Unadilla River, which forms the w.
boundary of the town. The soil upon the uplands is composed of clay, gravel, and disintegrated
slate, and in the valleys of gravelly loam.
liOuisville, (Morris p. o.,)on Butternut Creek,
contains 4 churches, a cotton factory, 2 tanneries, a gristmill, and several other manufacturing
establishments.^ Pop. about 500.
Maple fcSrove is a p. o. The first settlement was made
about 1770, by Andre Renouard, at Elm Grove.* The first church (Bap.) was organized Aug. 28,
1793 Rev. John Lawton was the first preacher.*
1859.

It lies

;

IVEW lilSBOX—was
changed April

6,

1808.

formed from Pittsfield, April 7, 1806, as "Lisbon."
an interior town, lying w. of the center of the co.

It is

Its

name was

Its surface

h

a

by the deep ravines of the streams. The highest sumThe principal streams are Butternut Creek, flowing s.
through the w. part, and Otego Creek, in the e. Gilberts Lake is a small sheet of water on the
The soil upon the uplands is a clay and slaty loam, and in the valleys a gravelly
s. border.
loam. Garrattsville, (p. v.,) on Butternut Creek, contains a church, gristmill, sawmill, and
IVoblesville (New Lisbon p. o.) contains a church, gristmill, and 25
tannery. Pop. 192.
L.i!>iboii Center and Stetsonville are hamlets.
The first settlement
dwellings.
was made in 1775, by William Lull and Increase Thurston.® The first church (Bap.) was formed
A Cong, church was formed near
on West Otego Creek, in 1804, by Elder Micah French.
hilly upland, divided into several ridges
mits are 300 to 500 ft. above the valleys.

Wcw

Noblesville, April 21, 1805,

OjVEOXTA—was

by Rev.

formed from

Wm.

Stone.^

Milford,

Otego,

and

Iluntsville.

Its

name was changed

April 17, 1830. It is the central town upon the s. border of the co. Its surface is a hilly upland,
broken by the deep valley of the Susquehanna, which extends n. e. and s. w. through the s. part.
Otego Creek and several small streams flow into the Susquehanna from the >r. A range of hills
500 ft. high extends along the s. e. bank of the Susquehanna. The center and n. part are hilly,
and broken by narrow and irregular valleys. The summits are 150 to 300 ft. above the valleys.

and clay on the uplands, and gravelly loam and alluvium upon the river
the s. part, on the Susquehanna, was incorp. Oct. 14, 1848. It contains 4 churches, a newspaper office, carriage factory, 2 iron founderies, a tannery, gristmill and sawmill. Pop. 678. West Oneonta (p. v.) contains an iron foundery and 15 dwellings; Oueoiita
Plains, (p. v.,) 2 churches, a distillery, and 12 houses. Henry Scramling and JohnYoungs settled
in town previous to the Revolution.* The first religious association (Presb.) was formed at Oneonta
Village, in 1786; Rev. Alex. Conkey was the first settled preacher; the church was built in 1816.^

The

soil is gravel, slate,

bottoms.

Oneonta,

in
(p. v.,)

6
Among the other early settlers were S. W. Park, Mo^es
Cully, from Cherry Valley, and George Mumford
near Milford Center in 178.3. Abraham and .Jacob Deals, Thurston, Hughey Marks. (). Park, William Pierce,
Brook,
John
and
near
all
from
settled
at
and a family named Ford,
Mass.,
Johnson, William and John Garritt, iill in the vicinity of
Milford Village in 1784. Henry Scott, from Ireland, settled a Garrattsville. Eluathan Nobles was among the first settlers at
The first child born was David Noblesville; from him the place derives its name. Joseph
little N. of the village in 178ti.
Be.als, in Sept. 1786; the first marriage, that of James Brown Balcom and John Stewart were among the first settlers at
in
and
the first death, that of >Irs. Stelsonville. Tn 1778 the first settlers were driven off' by the
Marvin,
Uhoda
and
1788;
Their buildiu'^s were burned and their
Beals, about the same time. Increase Niles taugbt the first Indians and tories.
Matthew Cully and Isa-ac Collier kept the first crops destroyed. After the close of the war, all the first settlers
Bchool, In 1790.
inn. below Milford VUlage. and Isaac Edson the first ~ store, at the returned to their improvements. Sally Thurston was the first
was erected by David Cully, child born in town; James McCoUum taught the first school ;
village, in 1794. The first gristmill
Charles Eldrcdge kept the first inn, in the s. part of the town;
ia 1788, and the first sawmill by Matthew Cully, in 1792-93.
2 2 M. E., Presb., Bap., Christian, and Friends.
and William Garratt the first store, at Garrattsville. Louis De
s The Butternuts Cotton and Woolen Factory was erected at
AiUier, a Frenchman, erected the first mill.
' The census
the village of Louisville in 1812. It employs constantly over
reports 3 churches in town; Bap., Cong., and
E.
M.
60 hands.
8 Aaron
*
Brink, Frederick Brown, and James McDonald were
Benjamin, Joseph, Caleb, Benjamin, jr., and Nathan Lull
and Jouatlian. Moore, from Dutchess co., settled in town in among the early settlers at Oneonta Village. James Youngs
Ebenezer Knapp. Jacob Morris, and Andrew Cathcart settled at the mouth of Cliarlotte Kiver; Baltus Kimbell, N. of
1773.
were also among the early settlers. The first miirringe was the village; Abraham Houghtaling, also Elias Brewer and
that of Joseph Lull and Martha Knapp, in 1776. The firsj: inn Peter Swartz, in the N. part of the town, in 1786; and Josiah
was kept by Sturgess Bradley, and the first store by Louis and Peet, on Oneonta Creek. The first birth was that of Abraham
Paschal Franchot, at Louisville. Louis De Villier erected the Houghtaling 2d, in 1786. Aaron Brink kept the first inn, and
Peter Diuiney the first store. John Vanderworker erecled the
first gristmill, on Aldrich Creek, and I'aschal Franchot, John C.
first gristmill.
Morris, and A. G. Wa*burn the first factory.
« Theie are 7 churches in town
6 The census
3 M. E., 2 F. W. Bap., Bap.,
reports 5 churches Bap., Friends, Prot. E., M. E,
and Presb.
and Univ. A part of Pittsfield was taken off' in 1S59.
1

Matthew

Bt-ttlfd

,

!

j

j

^

;

;
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OTEGO
ville."

was formed from Franklin (Delaware co.) and Unadilla, April 12, 1822, as "Huntschanged April 17, 1830. It lies on the s. border
flows
a
is
surface
Its
center.
the
w. of
hilly upland, divided by the Susquehanna, which

A part of Milford was annexed and its name

of the CO.,

w. through the s. part. The n. part is separated into ridges 200 to 400 ft, high, all extending
The streams are Mill Creek, east and west branches of Otsdawa Creek, Flax Id. Cr.
N. and s.
and Center Brook. The soil is a clay and sandy loam. OtegO, (p. v.,) on the Susquehanna,
contains 4 churches and 331 inhabitants; Otsdawa, (p. v.,) on Otsdawa Creek, contains a
Center Brook is a p. o. on the stream of the same
church, one mill, and 20
8.

name.

dwellings.
in this town, along the Susquehanna, soon after the close of the
^
The first church (Presb.)
but the precise date of the first settlement is not known.
the first preacher.Benedict
was
Rev.
Abner
1805
at
;
Viliage, Sept. 17,

Settlements were

Revolution

;

was organized

made

Otego

OTSEGO—was formed as a part of

Montgomery co., March 7, 1788, and originally included
in 1792, HartBurlington, Richfield, and Unadilla were taken ofi'
greater part of Otsego co.
wick in 1802, and Laurens in 1810. It is an interior town, lying upon the w. bank of Otsego
tlie

Its surface is a hilly upland, lying between Otsego and Schuyco.
The summits are 300 to 500 ft. above the
Lakes and descending abruptly toward each.
s. through the center.
water, the uplands being divided into two ridges by Fly Creek, which flows
Oak Creek, the outlet of Schuyler Lake, flows s. through the w. part. The soil is clay, gravel, and
sandy loam. Cooperstown, (p. v.,) at the foot of Otsego Lake, was incorp. April 3, 1807, by
"
Besides the co.
Its name was changed to Cooperstown June 12, 1812.
the name of
Otsego."
buildings, it contains 6 churches, 3 banks, 2 newspaper offices, an academy,* the buildings of the
Cooperstown Seminary and Female Collegiate Institute,* a flouring mill, and vaiuous manufacturing establishments.^ The location of the village is pleasant and attractive from its many
elegant private residences and historic associations. Pop. about 1,500.^ Fly Creek, (p-v.,)
upon the stream of the same name, contains 3 churches, several manufactories,' and 30 houses.
Oaksville, (p. v.,) s. of the center, contains a church, factory, and 15 houses. Otsego
Eake is a p. o. Toddsville (p. v.) is on the line of Ilartwick. Settlements were made at
Cooperstown and Fly Creek, in 1784-88, by Judge Wm. Cooper, Wra. Jarvis, William Ellison,
Israel Guild, John Howard, Elihu Phinney, John Miller, Widow Johnson, Wm. Abbott, and Jas.
Averell. The first religious association (Presb. and Ccng.) was formed Dec. 29, 1798; Rev. Isaac

Lake, n. of the center of the
ler

Lewis was the

first

preacher.^

PITTSFIELiD —was

formed from Burlington, March 24, 1797. New Lisbon was taken off
and a part of Morris in 1859. It is centrally situated upon the w. line of the co. Its
surface is a hilly upland, terminating in abrupt declivities upon Unadilla River, which forms its
w. boundary. Wharton Creek flows across the n. w. corner, and several small tributaries of ButThe soil is generally a slaty and gravelly loam. Pittsternut Creek flow through the s. part.
Aaron Nobles, Hubbard Goodrich, and
field, (p. o.,) on Wharton Ci-eek, contains 10 houses.

in 1806,

Matthew Bennett settled in the valley of the Unadilla, about 1793.^" The
town was organized in the e. part in 1849.^^ A part of Morris was annexed

first

church now in

in 1859.

1 Ransom
ITunt, Abraham Blakesley, John Birdsall, Benjamin implements and machinery, employing a capital of $25,000; and
Cummings, Jacob Yates, Joseph Pierce, wid Barnard Overhuyser, a fonndery and machine shop, employing 25 men.
8 The first child born was William
were among the first settlers at Otego Village and along the
Jarvis, at Fly Creek, in
Phineas Cook settled on the E. branch of the Otsdawa 1787. The first deaths in town were those of two deserting
river.
in 1800, and built there the first cloth dressin mill, in 1801.
soldiers, who were shot by order of Gen. Clinton, in 1779, before
Ransom Hunt kept the first inn, and Neh. Sleeper erected the the settlements were commenced. The first school was taught
Smith & Morey opened the first store.
first gristmill in town.
at Cooperstown, by Joshua Dewey, in 1788, William KUisou
2 The census
reports 6 churches Presb., Prot. E., Bap., F. W. opened the first inn, in 1786; and Judge Wm, Cooper the first
and
W.
E.
The first mill was erected by Samuel Tubbs,
Bap., Christian,
store, in 1789-90.
3 The first academy was formed in
at Toddsville. in 1790.
In 1779, General Clinton, on his way to
1795, and the building
burned down March 31, 1809. and has not been rebuilt. A join Sullivan's expedition, built a dam across the oOtlet of the
;

school has been sustained, and has prospered for
for half a century.
This institution was established and opened in 1854, and
extensive and commodious buildings were erected at a cost of
$30,000. It started with J. L. G. McKown as Principal. It
suspended operations in 1857, was purchased by R. C. Hack in
1859, and the school is again in operation, with mdications of
permanent prosperity. See p. 749.
= The
Uope Cotton Factory, erected in 1813, with an aggregate
capital of about $100,000, has through a long series of years
given employment to 80 persons. After undergoing various
iChanges in construction, machinery, and proprietorship, the
establishment is still continued, with reduced operatiou.s.
6 J. Fenimore
Cooper, the novelist, resided here and his maneion and grounds were near the centre of the villase.
' At this
place is a fork factory, with a caiiital of $75,000. employing 30 men ; a pail factory; a manufactory of agricultural
classical

moft of the time,
*

:

lake to raise the waters sufficiently to float down the Susquehanna the boat, containing his men and military stores. Tho
remains of this dam are still visible. In 1784, Gen. Washington, on a journey of observation, visited the foot of OtscLO
Lake. In 1786, John Miller felled a large tree acriws the outlet
to serve as a bridge. Judge Cooper removed his family from
N. J. in 1790.
6 The census
reports 10 churches; 3 M. E., 2 Presb., 2 Univ.,
Prot. E., Kap and K, C.
'0 Seth
Harrington and Benj. Eddy settled in the e. part of the
town soon after the settlements on the Unadilla. The first
school was taught by Benjamin Pendleton, at J ittslield 1'. o.
Matthew Bennett kept the first inn, in 1797. and lienry Kandall
the first store, in 1810. at the 1'. O. Benj. Atwell built tho first
mill. .MUd the Arkwright Manufacturnig Company the first cotton
factory. Iiolh on the Un.idilla.
11 There are 2 Union churches in town.
,
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P1.AI\'FIEL.D —was

formed from Richfield, March 25, 1799. It is the N.w. corner town of
a broken and hilly upland. Unadilla River, forming the w. boundary, ig
bordered by steep bluffs rising to the height of 400 to 600 ft. The soil is a clay and sandy loam.
Unadilla, Forks, (p. v.,) at the junction of the e. and w. branches of Unadilla River, contains 2 churches, a hoe factory, flouring mill, sawmill, and machine shop.
Pop. 253. Plainfield Center contains a church and 15 houses Spooners Corners is a p. o. Liconardsville, (p.v.,) on the Unadilla, in the s. part, is mostly in Madison co. The first settlenuMit
was made at and near Plainfield Center, in 1793, by Ruggles Spooner, Elias Wright, and John
the CO.

Its surface is

;

Kilbourne.^

The

Wait the

preacher.*

first

first

;

church (Bap.) was formed and the church erected in 1800; Rev, John

RICIIFIEL.D —was

formed from OtsegO, April 10, 1792. Exeter and Plainfield were taken
extreme northern town of the co. Its surface is rolling and moderately
hilly, with a mean elevation of 150 to 200 ft. above Schuyler Lake,
Pray and Nine Hills, on either
side of the head of the lake, rising about 200 ft. higher.
Schuyler Lake, in the s. e. corner, occupies a deep valley and into it flow several small streams from the n. and w. The soil is of a diversified character, consisting of gravel, slate, clay, and sandy loam, well cultivated and productive.
About 500,000 pounds of cheese are made in the town annually, being more than double that made
Ricliiield Spring's, (p.v.,) near the head of Schuyler Lake, in
io any other town in the co.
the N. E. corner of the town, contains 3 chui-ches, a flouring mill, and 500 inhabitants.' Monticello, (Richfield p. o.,) near the center, contains 2 churches and 200 inhabitants. Brigliton
contains a church and about 15 houses.
Settlements were made prior to the Revolution
but
they were broken up during the war. The first settlers after the war were Seth Allen, Richard
and William Pray, John Beardsley, Joseph Coats, and John Kimball, in 1787.* The first church
(Prot. E.) was formed at MonticoUo, May 20, 1799; Rev. Daniel Nash was the first pastor.*
off in

1799.

It is the

—

;

—

;

ROSEBOOM«—was

formed from Cherry Valley, Nov. 23, 1854. It lies on the e. border of
is a hilly upland, broken by the valleys of several streams.
The hills
their summits elevated 300 to 350 ft. above Schoharie Kil.
The soil is a gravelly loam. Roseboom, (p.v.,) in the n. w. part, on the line of Middlefield,
contains a church and 111 inhabitants; and Soutb Talley, (p. v.,) in the s. e. part, 2 churchea
and 175 inhabitants. Pleasant Brook (p. o.) is a hamlet.^ The settlements in this town
were commenced about 1800. There are 5 churches in town.^
the

CO., N.

The surface
are generally rounded, and
of the center.

SPRIjVGFIEIiD—was formed from

Cherry Valley, March 3, 1797. It lies upon the n. line
a rolling and moderately hilly upland, the hills generally rising about 200 ft. above the valleys. Mt. Wellington, e. of the head of Otsego Lake, in the
s. part of the town, is 300 to 400 ft.
Summit Lake, in the n. part, in high water discharges
high.
its waters both n. and s.
The streams are small brooks. In the n. part is a deep sink, called " The
Chyle," into which a considerable stream of water runs and flows through a subterranean passage
to Braman's Factory, where it again appears on the surface.
The sink is tunnel-shaped, 240 feet
in circumference and 15 ft. deep. After heavy rains it is sometimes filled with water, which, while
discharging through the orifice below, often moves round in rapid gyrations. The soil is a black
and yellow loam, resting upon limestone and slate. More hops are grown in this town than in any
other town in the co. SprlngfieSd Center (p. v.) contains 2 churches, a tannery, and 15
of the CO.,

E.

of the center.

The

surface

is

1 Sam'l Williams settled on the Unadilla. In the N.
part, and
Eenj. and Abel Clark, at the Forks, about the saUie time. The
first school was taught at Spoimers Corners, by .Tas. Kobinson,
in 1797-98. Wm. Lincoln krpt the first inn, at Lloydville. and
Luce & Woodward the first store. Capt. Caleb Brown built the
first mill, in 1805, on the Unadilla.
2 The census
reports 4 churches 2 F. W. Bap., Presb., Bap.
8 Kichfield
Springs from whiih the village derives its name
are celebrated for their medicinal properties in the cure of cutaneous disorders, liver complaint, scrofula, and similar diseases,
and lar.'e numbers of invalids are annually attracted here.
Prof. Reid has given the following as the result of an analysis
of a wine-gallon of the water of these springs:
Grains.
Bicarbonate of ma^'neaia
20
Bicarbonate of lime
10
Chloride of sodium and magnesia
1.05
30
Sulphate of magnc-ia
2
Hydrosulphate of magnesia and lime
CO
Svilphate of lime

—

—

;

—

Solid matter

Sulphuretted hydrogen

gas, 2G.9 inches.

* VTm.
Tunnicliff, Dan'l Hawks, John Hatch, Ebenezer Eaton,
Jos. Kockwell settled at or near Kichfield Springs in 17S9;
Obadiah Beardsley and his son Obadiah, jr., the lather and
grandfather of the late Levi Beardsley, and Hon. Samuel
Beardsley, of Utica, settled in this county in 1790. The first
birth was that of Orange Allen; and the fii-st marriage, that
of Ebenezer Russell and Miss More. James S. Palmar taught
the first school, at Kichfield t^prings; Israel Kawson kept
the first inn, and Cyrus Kobinson the first store, at the
Springs; William Tunnicliff erected the first mill, at the same

and

place.
6 The census
reports 7 churches; 3 M. E., 2 Prot. E., Presb.,
and Univ.
Named from Abram Roseboom, who was one of the earliest
•i

settlers.
'

Abram Roseboom

erected tne first sawmill and carding and

153.05

fulling mill, in ISOfi. at Lodi: Dan'l .\ntisrla!e k'^pt ibe first inn
and the first store, at the same nlace in ls:;2. The first gri.-,fjnill
was erected at Lodi. by Brice ,t Uro. in M'.W-.
9 The Census
Al. i\., Evan. Luth.. Chrisreports" 5 cUurolies ; il

236.10

tian,

and Bap.
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houses; and East Springfield (p. v.) a church and 20 houses. Spring-field is a p. o. near
the renter. The first settlements were made in 1762, by John Kelly, Richard
Ferguson, and
James Young, from Ireland, at East Springfield and Gustavus Klumph and Jacob Tygart, at the
head of Otsego Lake. Most of these settlers were driven ofl' during the war.^ The first church
;

(Bap.) was formed at an early period

;

Fairman was the

Rev.

UJl'AOIIiliA—was formed from Otsego, April

10, 1792.

first

preacher.^

"

Butternuts,
Svffrage," (now Mil"
"
Otego" (now Oneonta) were taken ofi" in 1796, a part of Suntsville" (now Otego)
ford,) and
It lies at the junction of Unadilla and Susquehanna
in 1822, and a part of Butternuts in 1857.

The surface is a rolling and hilly upland, the highest sums. w. corner of the co.
mits being 400 to 500 ft. above the valleys. Unadilla River, forming the w. boundary, Susquehanna River, the e., and Sandy Hill Creek, in the e. part, are the principal streams. The soil on
the river bottoms is an alluvial loam, and on the uplands a slaty and gravelly loam. Unadilla,
It contains 4 churches, the Unadilla Aca(p. V.,) on the Susquehanna, was incorp. April 2, 1827.
Rivers, in the

demy, a bank, newspaper of&ce, woolen factory, furnace, 2 tanneries, a flouring mill, sawmill, paper
and various other manufactories. Pop. 795. Unadilla Center (p. v.) contains a church
and 15 houses Sand Hill, on Sand Hill Creek, in the e. part, contains 2 churches, a tannery,
and a dozen houses. Settlements were made at Unadilla, along the valley of the Susquehanna,
A
prior to the Revolution of the precise date, and by whom, no records or tradition inform us.
conference took place between Gen. Herkimer and Brant, the Indian warrior, at Unadilla, in
July, 1777. The first church (Prot. E.) was formed Nov. 1, 1809; Rev. Russell Wheeler was the
mill,

;

;

first pastor.*

WESTFORD —was formed

from Worcester, March 25, 1808. It is an interior town, lying
summits being 400 to 500 ft. above
the valleys. It is drained s. by Elk Creek and w. by tributaries of Cherry Valley Creek. The
soil is a sandy loam of good quality.
Westford, (p. v.,) a little e. of the center of the town,
contains 4 churches and 40 houses. Westville, (p. v.,) in the w., on the line of Middlefield,
contains 2 churches and 15 houses.
The first settlements were made about 1790, in the s. e. part,
l)y Thomas Sawyer, Benjamin Chase, Oliver Salisbury, Alpheus Earl and father, Artemas, Moses,
and David Howe, and Ephraim Smith, all from Yt.^ The first religious association (M. E.) was
formed in 1791.'
s. E.

of the center of the co.

Its surface is hilly, the highest

—

'fVORCESTER—was formed

from Cherry Valley, March 3, 1797. Decatur, Maryland, and
corner town in the co. The surface is a hilly and
broken upland. The highlands which occupy the s. part of the town descend toward the n. by
an abrupt declivity 350 to 400 ft. high. This declivity forms a continuous ridge extending n. e.
and s. w. through near the center of the town. The principal streams are Charlotte River and
its tributaries and Schenevas Creek.
The soil is a sandy loam. "Worcester, fp. v.,) in the
N. w. part, contains 2 churches, 2 gristmills, a tannery, and 40 dwellings; East Worcester
and South Worcester, (p. v.,)
(p. V.) 2 churches, a gristmill and sawmill, and 25 dwellings
on Charlotte River, a church, a bank, and 20 dwellings. The first settlements were made on
Charlotte River, in 1740, by Christopher Servis and Jacob Becker. The first church (Preab.) was
Bushnell was the first preacher.'
formed at an early period;^ Rev.

Westford were taken

ofi"

in 1808.

It is the s.e.

;

1 Mr.
Tygart had two eons, John and Jacob, who were taken
prisoners and carried to Canada during the war. Soon after
the war. Klisha Dodge. Col. Ilerrick. and Aaron Bigelow. from
Conn., and Lli Parsons, Kliakim r^heldon, and Isaac White, from
Mass.. settled in the central part of the town. The first inn
was kept by Eli I'arsons. at East Springfield, and the first store
by Thomas and Stacy Horner. Garrat Staats erected the first
gristmill and sawmill, before the war.
The census reports i churches; Bap., M. E., Presh., and
Asso. Fresh.
3
Among the early settlers were Dan'l Bissell, Abijah Beach,
and Solomon Martin, at XJnadilla.Gen. D.Bates,
Morefield,
and I'eter liogers. at Unadilla Center. .'\bel De Forest and Win.
Buckley, in the e. part of the town. Solomon Martin kept the
first store, in 1800. and Sampson t'rooker the first giistmiU.
*Tlie census reports 7 chuiches; 3 M. E., 2 Bap., Prot. E.,
and Presh.
6 Westford also contains a sash and blind factory and flax

I

:

1

i

juUl.

I

•
Among the other early settlers were Luther Seaver and
Samuel Babcock, from Mass.; the latter in March. 1V93. Wm.
Chase was tlie first child born iii town. Xath'l Giiggs kept the
fiist inn. at We.slford Village, in 1795; he also c> nimincd the
first store, about the same time. Capt. Artemus Howe built the
first gristmill, in 1794, and also erected the first sawmill,
' The census
reports 5 churches; 2 M.E., Cong., Prot. E., and
Prot. Meth.
8
Auifing the early settlers were Silas Crippen and ifenry Stever,
from Columbia Co., Solomon Hartwell, Uriah Bigelow, and Xath'l
Todd, from Mass., and Chas. Wilder and Jos. Tainter, from Vt.
Philip Crippen. son of Silas Crippen. was the first child born in
town. The first school was taught by Joseph Tainter. in 179S.
Isaac Puffer kept the first inn. in 1793; and Aaron Kinney, the

Jacob Becker built the first gristmill, in
and the first sawmill, about the same time. The first
clothing and carding woiks were erected by Rufus Draper.
9 The census
reports 6 churches; 2 Biip., M. E., and Evan.
first store, in 179*.

1740.

|

I
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dicellin<js, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Otsego County.

Names op Towns.

put:^am coui^ty.
This county^ was formed from Dutchess, June 12, 1812.
It lies
upon the Hudson, between Dutchess and Westchester cos., and
extends e. to the Conn. line. It is centrally distant 85 mi. from
Albany, and contains 234 sq. mi. It embraces nearly all of The
Highlands e. of the Hudson. The mountains consist of several
steep, rocky ranges, extending in a n. e. and s. w. direction and
separated by deep, narrow valleys, the principal of which are
The co.
Peekskill Hollow, and Canopus and Pleasant Yalleys.
is watered by the upper branches of Croton River and several
smaller streams.
Among the mountain valleys are numerous
picturesque lakes, the largest of which are Lakes Mahopac,^ Canopus,'

and Gleneida.*

In the valleys the

soil is

a productive, sandy

loam, but the mountains are bare and rocky, and only valuable for their mines^ and quarries.*
Iron ore abounds ; and serpentine, magnesian limestone, and several other minerals are also found.''

The rocks belong chiefly to the primitive and lower sedimentary or metamorphic series, consisting
of granite, gneiss, granular quartz, talcose slate, metamorphic limestone, serpentine, greenstone, and
hornblende. Peat and marl are foimd in various localities.* In the farming districts the people
are principally engaged in dairying and furnishing milk for the New York market. Manufacturing
The principal works of internal improvement are the Hudis extensively carried on at Cold Spring.
son River R. R., extending through Philipstown, and the Harlem R. R., through Patterson and South-

The co. buildings consist of a courthouse,^" jail,^
located on a farm of 196 acres in Kent, about 2j mi.
from Carmel." Two newspapers are published in the co.-^*
strip 580 rods wide along the e.
"
border of the co. constitutes a part of the
Oblong" Tract, and was patented by Thomas Hawley
east.

and

and

The county

seat

is

CO. clerk's office.^^

his associates,

June

located at Carmel.'

The poorhouse

8, 1731.'*

is

A

The remaining part of the co., and a small part of Dutchess,
Adolph Philipse. At the time of the Revolution this

are included in the great Highland Patent of
'

patent was owned by Philip Philipse, and Mary and Susannah, wives of Col. Roger Morris and
Morris and Robinson, together, with their wives, were
Beverly Robinson, of the British army.
It was
attainted, and their property was confiscated and sold by the Commissioners of Forfeiture.

subsequently shown in court that one-third of the patent was vested in the children of Col. Morris
and his wife, and was not reached by the bill of attainder. The State was therefore obliged to
1 Xamed from
Maj. Gen. Israel Putnam, who was stationed
in the co. a part of the time during the Revolutionary War. In
the act of Dec. 16, 1V37, the co. was styled "South Precinct;"
March 24, 1772. it was subdivided into " Southeast," " Fredericksburgh." and '^Philips" Precincts. The first of these precincts
included the present towns of Southeast and Patterson, the
second Carmel and Kent, and the third Putnam Valley and
Philipsburgh.
- On Sauthier's
map of 1779 this "word is written " ifacrol-pack."
8 This lake was
formerly called Hortons Pond." It is now fre"
quently called Oskawano" &om an Indian chief said to have
resided in this locality.
*
Formerly called Shaw's Lake.
6
Magnetic oxyd of iron is the most important of the ores
found, although limonite and other varieties are obtained. A
bed of magnetic ore was opened several years since on Breakneck Mt.; but it has not been extensively worked. Another bed
has been opened on Constitution Island, opposite West Point
Foundery. The Simewogvein was formerly worked at the Townsend Mine on Simewog Hill. The Philips vein has been traced
at short inter\'als a distance of 8 mi., and several mines have
been opened alon? its course. The Stewart Mine is the principal
of these. Large quantities of ore obtained from the Denny Mine.
in the N. part of Putnam Valley, were formerly used at the Cold
Mines are in the
Spring Furnace. Coal Grove and Gouverneur
Mine. The "
twrhood of the

Denny
neigh
Harvey Steel and Iron
Co." have opened several mines in Southeast, from which an excellent quality of ore for the manufacture of steel was obtained ;
but they are not now worked.
6 Blunt's
Quarry, on the S. side of Breakneck Point, near the
line of Dutchess co., affords a bluish gray granite, which has
been extensively used for the Delaware Breakwater, Fort Calhoun, and Fortress Monroe. The Highland Granite Co.'s quarry,
principally owned by Howard & Holdane, is near the Hudson
Kiver, a short distance from Blunt's Quarrj'. It is elevated about
200 ft. above the river. Stony Point Quarry, on a rocky penin540

aula extending into the Hudson, Philips Quarry, on an estate
of the same name, and other quarries in the co., have been
worked. Marble is found in the n. part of Patterson.
7
Among the minerals of the co. are arsenical and common
iron pyrites, arsenite and chromate of iron, pyroxene, tremolite,
arragonite, graphite, kerolite, bnicite, actynolite hornblende,
albite. laumonite stilbite, chabasite, epidote mica, zircon, sphene,

and

diallage.

The principal

localities where peat is fonnd are near PatterE. side of Lake Mahopac.
courts were held at the Baptist Church. The first
CO. officers were Stephen Barnum, First Judge ; John Jewett,
Co. Clerk; Wm. H. Johnston, Sheriff; and Joel Frost, Surrogate,
M The courthouse is a wooden building, erected in 181.3, at a
cost of $2,-500. Joseph Crane, Stephen B.irnum, Joel Frost. Jona8

son and on the
9

The

first

than

Ferris,
erection.
11

The jail

and John Jewett were appointed
is

to superintend its

a stone building, erected in 1844.

courthouse on the

It adjoins the

e.

a stone fireproof building, located a few
rods s. of the courthouse.
13 The
number
of inmates in the poorhouse is 52, sni>average
ported at a weekly cost of 43 cts. each. The income from the farm
A school is taught throughout the year.
is $600 per annum.
12

The

clerk's office

is

w

The Putnam Co. Omrier was established at Carmel in 1814.
It was successively issued as
The Putnam Bepuhlican, published by Thos. Smith and
Th& Putnam Democrat, published by W. H. Sloat. and afterward by Elijah Terks. James D. Little succeeded Yerks,
and changed the paper to
The Democratic Courier ; and again, in 1852, to
;

Tlie
Tlie

Putnam Co. Courier.
publji^hed.
Putnam Free Press was
June

12. 185S,

published.

by

Wm.

J.

By

this

name

it is

now

commenced at Carmel,
Blake, by wh im It is still
l^

See page 18
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protect the purchasers by settling the claims of these children.^ During the Revolution the passes
through the mountains in this co. were carefully guarded, and at diflfei-ent times large bodies of

troops were stationed there. It was the principal scene of the consummation of Arnold's treason,
and of many events of minor interest, though no battle took place within its limits. Gen. Putnam

had command of the army stationed here most of the

time.

CARMELi—was

formed from " Frederickstown," March 17, 1795.
It lies upon the s. border
between Putnam Valley and Southeast. Its surface is rolling and hilly, with intervening valleys extending in a n. and s. direction. Peekskill Hollow Range and Big Hill are the
highest summits.^ The w. branch of Croton River and Michaels Brook flow through the e. part
of the town, and Peekskill Hollow Creek through the n. w. In the town are several beautiful lakes
and ponds, the principal of which are Lakes Mahopac,' Gleneida,* and Gilead, and Kirk and Long
Ponds.
The soil is a light, sandy and gravelly loam intermixed in some places with clay.
of the

CO.,

the co. seat, is situated on Lake Gleneida. It is the seat of the Raymond Coland contains 3 churches, a bank, and 2 newspaper offices. Pop. 391.
Maliopac (p. V.) contains 1 church, and about 40 houses; and Red 3iills,* (p. v.,) contains 2 churches and about 20 houses. Settlement was commenced about 1740.' Enoch Crosby, the
"
Harvey Birch" of Cooper's Spy, lived in this town till after tiie Revolution, when he removed to
Southeast. A church was organized, and an edifice erected near Gilead Lake, a short time before
the commencement of the Revolution. There are now 7 churches in town.^

Cai'iuel,

(p. V.,)

legiate Institute,^

—

K-EIVT' was formed as "Frederickstown," March 7, 1788. Its name was changed to "FredeMarch 17, 1795, and to Kent April 15, 1817. Carmel and a part ol Patterson were taken

rick"

town on the N. border of the co. Its surface in the B. part is broken
mountain peaks separated by deep ravines. Smally Hill
The w. and middle branches of Croton River, and Horse Pound and
is the highest peak.
Pine Pond Brocks, are the principal streams. In the town are several ponds and small lakes,
the principal of which are White and Pine Ponds.^"
Farmers Mills (p. v.) contains 1
church and several manufacturing establishments.^^ Coles Mills (Kent p. o.) and Ludingtonville (p. o.) are hamlets. The first settlement was made about 1750, by Zachariah Merritt.^The census reports 3 churches in town, 2 Bap. and 1 Union.
ofi"

in 1795.

by

hills,

It is the central

and in the w. by

steep, rocky

—

PATTERSOiV^^—was formed from "Frederickstown" and Southeast, as "Franklin," March 17,
1795, and

its

name was changed April

6,

1808.

It is the n. e. corner

town of the

Its surface

oo.

The PhOipse Patent was granted June 17, 1697, to Adolph Eep(yrt of Trial, by E. V. SparhawJc; Legis. Doc. 18.30, F.,347;
Peters'
Philipse, a merchant of New York, who died, in 1749, without Sen. Doc. 1831, i/.,24, 28 ; Assem. Doc. 1832, 149, 206
issue, leaving his estate to his nephew, Frederick Philipse. Tho Reports V. S. Supreme Court, IT., I.
2
latter had 5 children, Frederick, Philip, Susannah, Mary, and
Among the principal peaks in town are Round, Turkey, and
Margaret. By his will, dated June 6, 1751, Frederick was dis- Comus Mts., and Goose, Barrett, Burned, a»d Prospect Hills, in
inherited, and, Margaret dying young, the property was equally the N. part; Pisgah, Watts, Pond, and Drew Hills, in the E.; Ball,
divided among the remaining three. Philip left a widow, who Watermelon, Indian, and Round Hills, in thes. Austin, Golden
married one Ogilvie Susannah married Beverly Kobinson, and Root, and Hemlock Hills, in the w.; and Rattle and Hazens Hills,
Mary married Col. Roger Morris. On the 7th of Feb. 1754, the and Adams Ridge, in the central part.
3 Lake
4 mi. square, bordering
Mahopac is 9 mi. in circumference, and in it are 3 beanpatent was divided into 9 lots 3. each
"
upon the Hudson and denominated water lots ;" 3, each 4 mi. tifnl islands, Big, Petre, and Goose Islands. Around the lake
wide by 12 long, extending N. and S. across the patent, and de- are several large hotels and boarding houses, which are thronged
nominated " long lots ;" and 3, each 4 mi. sq., upon the e. border, during the summer season by visitors from New York and Brookdenominated "back lots." Philip, Susannali, and Mary Philipse lyn. A number of beautiful summer residences have been erected
each owned one of each kind of lots. On the 14th of Jan., 1758, on the surrounding heights.
* Lake Gleneida covers an area of 170
previous to the marriage of Mary, a deed of marriage settlement
acres, and is 130 feet
was executed, by which her estate was vested in such children as deep.
6 The
Institute
was
built in 1851, at a
be
born
under
the
to
herself
and
Raymond Collegiate
marriage, reserving only
might
husband a life interest in the property. When Robinson and cost of about $40,000, by Jamea Raymond. It is now owned by
Jlorris and their wives were attainted, their property was sold, the Presbyterian Synod.
6 A
gristmill at this place was filled with Government gi'ain
chiefly to the former tenants. In 1809, John Jacob Astor bought
tlie interest of the heirs of Morris in this property for £20,000. at one time during the Revolution, and soldiers were stationed
TJie State, to' protect those who held title from the Commis- to guard it. Wlien on his way to West Point, Andre lodged one
sioners of Forfeiture, passed a law, April 16, 1827, directing 5 night at the house of Jas. Cox at tliis place.
7
suits to be prosecuted to judgment in the Circuit Court of the S.
George Hughson settled near Lake Mahopac, and Wm. and
Dist. of N. Y., and presented by writs of error to thts [Supreme Uriah Hill at Red Mills. The first mill was erected at the latter
final
S.
for
review
and
If
of
deci.sion.
the
the
U.
C'Urt
against
place.
8 3 M.
E., 2 Bap., and 2 Presb.
defendants, the State agreed to pay $450,000 in 5 per cent, stock,
8 '^ Fredericlstown Precinct'' was formed March 24,
redeemable at pleasure and if the decision included the im1772, and
provements that had been made by occupants, $250,000 more. was named from Frederick Philipse. The town received its
Three suits were tried, each resulting in favor of Astor upon present name from the Kent family, who were early settlers.
10 The other
which the Comptroller was, by act of April 5, 1832, directed to
ponds and lakes are Barretts, China Forge, and
issue stock for the full amount, with costs. The amount issued Drews Ponds, and Lake Sagamore.
11 A
was $561,500. Few suits have been tried in the State involving
fulling mill, sawmill, gristmill, and tannery.
12 Families named
Boyd, Wixon, Farrington, Burton, Carter,
larger interests to greater numbers, or which were argued with
more ability, than this. In the suit against James Carver the Barrett, Ludington, and others, from Mass. and Westchester,
counsel for "the plaintiff were Messrs. Oakley, J. 0. Hoffman, Em- were early settlers.
13 The town was first named in honor of Dr. Franklin.
Ita
met. Piatt, and Ogden; and for the defendant, Talcott, (Attorney
Gen.) Webster, Van Buren, Ogden UofTman, and Cowles. See present name was derived from a family of early settlers.
1

;

—

;

;

—

:

;

;
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is hilly;

are the

but, with a few exceptions, the hills are arable to their summits.
branch of Croton River and its tributaries, Quaker, Birch, and

e.

The

principal streams

Muddy Brooks. Croton
Swamp" extends along the e.

Lake is in the w. and Little Pond in the e. part. " The Great
branch of Croton River.* The soil is a sandy loam. Patterson, (p. v.,) a station on the Harlem
R. R., contains 2 churches and 37 houses. Towners Station (Towners p. o.) and Haviland

Hollow

(p. 0.)

are hamlets.

The

Prot. E.

Church

was

at Patterson

built in 1770.

There are

4 churches in town.^

PHILIPSTO^W^—was formed March 7, 1788. A part of FIshkill (Dutchess co.) was taken
1806, and Putnam Valley in 1839.
10 mi. along the Hudson. Its surface

most westerly town of the co., and extends about
broken by numerous steep and rocky mountain ridges
separated by deep and narrow valleys.* These mountains constitute the most elevated portion
of The Highlands.*
The ranges have a general n. and s. or n. e. and s. w. direction. Clove
Creek flows through the n. part of the town, and Canopus Creek through the n. e. corner.
Foundry, Breakneck, Andreas, Indian, and other brooks flow through narrow valleys and rocky
off in

ravines into the Hudson.

It is the

is

The greater part of the

surface

is

unfit for agricultural

purposes.

a promontory opposite West Point, connected with the mainland by a
"
marshy meadow. The Sunk Lof is a tract of 1300 acres of low and apparently sunken ground.
Several mines of magnetic iron ore had been opened in town but none are now
vrrought. Granite
Constitution Island®

is

;

extensively quarried, and brick are

is

made

at several points along the river.
(P-'^-j) situated on the Hudson,

The

soil is

a gravelly,

was incorp. April 22,
Bandy, and clayey loam. Coldsprin^,
It is a station on the
1846, and includes the suburban villages of Nelsonville and Marysville.
Hudson River R. R., and contains 6 churches and an extensive foundery.'' Pop. 2,237.
and Griffins Corners contain each about a dozen houses,
Corners

Break-

neck

Oavenport

contains 1 church and 10 houses.

Continental Village'

has 1 church and about 12 houses.
a station on the Hudson River R. R. The first settlement
was made about 1715, by Thos. Davenport.^ This town was principally settled under Col. Beverly
Robinson,*" who acquired title by marriage with Susannah, daughter of Frederick Philipse.
Undercliff, the residence of Gen. Geo. P. Morris, is situated on a high bluff in the n. part of Cold
Spring. The census reports 9 churches in town."

Garrisons,

(p. o.,)

on the Hudson,

PUTIVAM TAl,L.EY—was

is

formed from Philipstown, as " Quinaj," March

1 Tine Island is a
rocky ledge 200 ft. high, containing abont
30 acres, in the middle of Great Swamp.

Prot. E., Bap., Friends, and Presb.
* Named from
Adolph Philipse, patentee of the Philipse Manor.
The Philips Precinct was formed March 24, 1772.
* ^^ MartUurs
Mack," or the Martyrs Reach, was a short stretch
2

of the Hudson just above West Point, where early navigators
were often retarded by baffling winds. There were 13 racks, or
" SaiU
"
Horse,"
reaches, on the Hudson, known to sailors as
"
"
"
makers," Cooks," High," Fox," "Bakers," "John Pleasures,"
"
"Harts," "Sturgeons," "Fishers," "Fast,"
MarUaers," and
"
Long" Reaches, the last named extending from PoUepels Island
to Krom EUeboogh. Benson's Memoir, p. 42.
5
Among the peaks of The Highlands in this town are Anthonys Nose, Sugar Loaf Breakneck Mt., and Bull, Hog-Back,
Vinegar, Cot, Pine, and Fort Hills. Anthonys Nose is 1228 feet
above the Hudson, and Sugar Loaf 800 ft.
6 This
"
promontory was called Martlaers Island" before the
Revolution. In .July, 1775, a fort was built upon it, under the
direction of Bernard Romaine; and in 1778 a heavy chain was
stretched across the Hudson from this fort to West Point. Col.
Timothy Pickering, appointed to have charge of this work, in
March, 1778, contracted with Peter Townsend (at the Sterling
Iron Works at Warwick, Orange co.) for the construction of the
chain. The task was done in 6 weeks, and the huge chain carted
in sections to West Point. The links weighed from 100 to 150
pounds each ; and the entire weight was 1.S6 tons, and its length

—

14, 1839.

Its

' The West Point
Foundery is one of the largest establishments
of the kind in the country. It was established in 1817, by an
association organized for that purpose. A tract of 150 acres
was purchased of Frederick Philipse, and a moulding house,

boring mill, blacksmith and pattern shops, and drafting and
business offices, were erected. An act of incorporation was ohtained, April 15, 1818; and in 1839 the finishing or machine,
smiths' and boiler departments of the establishment were brought
from New York. The works now consist of a moulding house,
with 3 cupola furnaces a gun foundery, with 3 air furnaces 2
boring mills, one driven by an overshot waterwheel and the
other by a steam engine; 3 blacksmith shops; a turning shop;
a finishing shop, with a pattern shopon the second floor; a boiler
shop, a punching machine house, 5 pattern houses, a fire engine
house, an office, and several smaller buildings. A dock on the
river belongs to these works, and a branch from the R. R. e.\tends
to them. From 400 to 600 men are employed. Shafts 2 ft. in
diameter, and of 15 tons' weight, have been forged here.
8 This
village, together with barracks for 2000 men, was burned
in Oct. 1777, by a detachment of the enemy on their waj- up the
Hudson to co-operate with Gen. Burgoyne. Two small forts were
erected here during the Revolution, and traces of them are yet

—

;

;

visible.
*

Davenport bnilt the first house at Coldspring, in 1715. David
Hurtis, and several families named Haight, Bloomer, and Wilson,
settled in the town in 1730. John Meeks was the first settler at
Continental Village, and John Rogers settled a little N. of the
same place about 1730. Jas. Stanley settled in the town in 1750,
and Thos. Sarles in 1756. The first gristmill was built about 1762,
by Beverly Robinson, at Continental Village.
10 Col. Robinson's house, situated at the foot of Sugar Loaf
Mt.,
was the headquarters of Gens. Putnam and Parsons in 1778-79,

ft.
It was buoyed up by large spars, a few feet apart,
secured by strong timbers framed into them and tirmly attached to the rock on both shores. In winter it was drawn on
shore by a windlass, and replaced in the spring. It was never
disturbed by the enemy, and continued in use until the peace.
A similar chain, of half its diameter and 1,800 ft. in length, and of Gen. Arnold at the time of his treason. The building ia
(made at the Ringwood Iron Works, N.J.,) was stretched across still standing, and is owned by Richard D. Arden, by whom It is
Col. Robinson
the channel from Anthonys Nose to Fort Montgomery, in Nov. carefully preserved in its original character.
1776. It parted twice, and the enemy broke and passed it in granted a glebe to St. Philip's Church in The Highlands, 1 mi.
the fall of 1778.
Another, stretched from PoUepels Island to E. of Garrisons, which was confirmed by the act of March 27,
the w. shore, consisted of spars, pointed, and their ends united 1794. The church was used as a barrack during the Revoby iron links. There were also chevaux <le /rise sunk at the lution.— B?afce'« .ffts*. Putnam Co. pp. lSO-209 Sabine's Loyalsame place to prevent the passage of vessels. Most of these ists, p. 562.
11 4 M.
and R. C.
works were constructed and placed under the immediate direcE., 2 Prot. B., Bap., Presb.
tion of Capt. Thomas Machin, an engineer in the service.
Traces of Fort Constitution and the outworks are still visible.

1,500

;
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name was changed Feb. 13, 1840. It lies on the s. border of the co., between Philipstown and
Carmel. Its surface is broken by steep and rocky mountain ridges extending in nearly a n. and
s. direction, and
separated by narrow valleys. These mountain ranges constitute a part of The
Highlands. The principal streams are Canopus Creek, Canopus Lake Creek, and Pcekskill Hollow
Brook. Canopus Lake is a beautiful sheet of water near the center of the town.^ The soil in the
Iron ore has been found in several localivalleys is a moderately fertile, sandy and gravelly loam.
ties, but in places so diflBcult of access that it is not mined to any considerable extent.
Oregon,
at the confluence of Peekskill Hollow Brook and Canopus Lake Creek, contains 17 houses, and
Crofts Corners contains 2 churches and 10 houses. Tompkins Corners is a hamlet.
Among the early settlers were families named Dusenbury and Adams.^ The census reports 4
churches in town 3 M. E. and 1 Bap.
;

SOUTHEAST—was

"

A

formed from Frederickstown nnd SoutAeasttown,"^ March 7, 1788.
"
part of Patterson was taken off, as Franklin," in 1795. It is the s. e. corner town of the co. Its
The streams are the e. and middle branches of Croton River and
surface is rolling and hilly.
their tributaries.

Several small lakes and ponds

lie

among

the

hills.*

The

soil is

a sandy and

gravelly loam. Iron ore abounds, but no mines are wrought at the present time. About 4,000
Bre'%vsters Station,
gals, of milk are sent daily from this town to the New York market.

Iledding(p. V.,) on the Harlem R. R., contains 1 church and a bank, and has a pop. of 176.
Ville and Brusll Uollo^v are hamlets. Soutlieast Center has 144 inhabitants, and
Milltown (p.v.) 167. De Forest Corners, Doanesburgli, Foggingtoivn, and
Dylicmans Station (Dykemans p.o.) are hamlets. This was one of the first settled towns in
the CO.'' The first religious services were conducted by Rev. Elisha Kent, grandfather of the late
Chancellor, about the year 1730.^

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Putnam County.
Acres of Land.

Names op Towns.

Carmel
Kent
Patterson
Philipstown

Putnam

Valley..

Southeast
Total..

QUEEi^s cou:n^ty.
This county -was organized Nov. 1, 1683,^ having previously been
included in the North and "West Ridings of Yorkshire.^ Its original
bounds have not been changed. It lies upon Long Island, near the
w. extremity, is centrally distant 133 mi. from Albany, and contains 410 sq. mi. It extends across the island, bordering both upon
Long Island Sound and the ocean. Its coasts are deeply indented
inlets, bays, and harbors. The principal of these upon
the sound are Oyster Bay, Cold Spring and Oyster Harbors, Mill

by irregular

Hempstead Harbor, Manhasset Bay, Little Neck Bay,
Bay, Powells Cove, Flushing Bay, and Bovrer^ Bay. Upon
the East River are Halletts Cove and the narrow passage of Hell
Gate, and upon the s. shore, Jamaica, Hempstead, and South Oyster

Neck

Creek,

Little

Along these bays and the creeks that flow into them are wide salt meadows, the most exupon the s. shore. Outside of the bays on the ocean side is a series of beaches and
storms of the ocean. These beaches
shifting sand-ridges, affording a complete protection from the
Bays.

tensive being

are divided into distinct parts by several inlets opening into the bays.'
Inclosed in the bays within the beaches is a great number of low, marshy islands separated

by

and covered with sedges.* A wide strip bordering immediately upon the
bays is of the same marshy character. Along the deep bays upon the N. coast are small patches
of salt meadow but the greater part of the land upon the capes, necks, and promontories is of a
most excellent character.* A range of hills 100 to 300 feet high extends in a general e. and w.
direction through the co., a little n. of the center, and irregular spurs extend northward to the
sound. From the base of the ridge a wide, unbroken plain extends to the s. to the salt marshes

narrow

tidal streams

;

which surround the bays.^
The streams of the co. are mostly small, and afford but a limited amount of water-power. At the
mouth of several of the creeks on both the x. and s. shores the ebbing tide is used for hydraulic
the principal of
purposes. At the head of several of the streams are little, fresh water ponds,''
which is Success Pond,^ near the top of the high ridge in the s. e. corner of Flushing. The soil
upon the n. side is a productive, sandy loam, in some places mixed with clay. The plains have a
Along the borders
coarse, sandy soil, which is rendered productive only at considerable cost.
of the salt meadows is a strip of light, sandy soil, easily cultivated and of moderate fertility.'
The people are principally engaged in agriculture and market gardening. Fishing and the
taking of oysters afford occupation to a large number of people. An extensive coasting trade is
carried on, and the co. each year furnishes a large quota of sailors. Manufactures are extensive

and various, and are confined principally to the n. shore.
The CO. courthouse is situated upon the plains of North Hempstead, a
tion and p.o., and near the geographical center of the co.^"

little

N.w.of Mineola

sta-

1 Named in
The Hempstead Branch of the r. r. descends 40 feet in 2^ mi.,
compliment to the wife of Charles II.
2
By a convention held at Hempstead in 1665, Long Island, and the Syosset Branch rises 66 feet in less than 4 mi. The
Stateu Island, and a part of Westchester co. were erected into a highest point on the island is Harbor Hill, at the head of
"
shire called
Yorkshire," for the purpose of holding courts and Hempstead Harbor, 319 feet above tide.
' Several of these
administering justice. This was subdivided into "Ridings,"
ponds have recently been purchased to
known as '' East Riding," (Suffolk co. ;) " West Riding," (Kings supply the Brooklyn Waterworks.
"
8 Called
Staten Island, and Newtown;) and ^^ North Riding,"
Sacut," from which the present
CO.,
by the Indians
name is supposed to be derived. The water is clear and cold,
(Queens co. exoept Newtown.) Thompson's Hist. L. Z, p. 137.
3 The
principal of the inlets are Hog Island, New and GOgo with an average depth of 40 feet. The pond is about 5D0 rods in
Inlets, and the entrance into Jamaica Bay ; and the principal circumference, is surrounded by a high bank, and has an outlet,
The last but does not usually overflow. It is said to be 100 to 150
beaches are Jones, Long, and Rockaway Beaches.
named is a favorite resort for summer residences and sea-bathing. feet above tide.— Prime's Hist. L. I., p. 27 ; Tliompson's L. L,
* These islands are mostly the common
property of the towns, II, p. 60.
9 Extensive tracts in the southern section are devoted to garand are valued chiefly for their hunting and fishing grounds.
Immense numbers of waterfowl frequent them ; and a consider- dening for the city markets. The n. side, originally covered
able number of persons gain a livelihood by fishing here in with a heavy growth of timber, is under fine cultivation, and is
summer and hunting in winter. The U.S. Government has largely devoted to the raising of fruit. Flushing excels in
erected 5 lifeboat stations upon the s. shore, and the Governor nurseries of fruit and ornamental trees, for which this co. is
second only to Monroe. Locust-timber is raised along the w.
appoints 12 wreck masters for the co.
5 A considerable
portion of this coast is high, afibrding beau- shore eastward from Little Neck, in considerable quantities, for
residences.
for
treenails and posts. In Oyster Bay large quantities of asparagus
sites
tiful
country
6 The R. R. at Jamaica is 45 feet above sea level.
The ascent are raised for market ; and the soil appears to be finely adapted
from Jamaica to Hempstead Junction is 69 feet, and from to this crop. Milk is sent to market in large quantities by
tlience to the Syosset Branch 50 feet, making the latter 154 feet, R. R.. especially from near Jericho, Westbury, and Hempstead.
w The court of sessions of the "North Riding of Yorlshire" was
which is the highest point on the road. The descent of these
"
southward is so gradual as scarcely to be apparent. located at Jamaica in 1683 and a building called the County

—

;

plains
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The jnil occupies a portion of the courthouse building.^ The county records are kept in a
spacious brick building in the vilkige of Jamaica and in the same building arc ofiices fur the
Surrogate and Board of Supervisors.'^ The co. has no poorhouse ; but each town provides for the
;

accommodation of its own paupers.
The Bi"ooklyn and Jamaica K. R., extending w. from Jamaica to the co. line, is leased Ity the
Long Island K. R., which extends e. from Jamaica through Hempstead, North llempstcac'., and
The Flushing R. R. extends w. from Flushing Village through Newtown to the
Oyster Bay.
mouth of Newtown Creek. The Syosset Branch R. R. connects Hicksville, upon the L. I. R. R..
with the village of Syosset, 3J mi. n.
There are 7 newspapers published in the co. 2 at Jamaica, 2 at Hempstead, 2 at Flushing, and
1 at Glen Cove.*
The CO. was mostly settled by English immigrants, under the authority of the Dutch Government during the last 20 years of its existence. The E. extremity of Long Island was claimed by
tlie English colonies of New England
and the boundary line was the subject of a long and angry
dispute, which was never entirely settled until the final subjugation of New York by the British in
IG64.* The whole of this co. was under the Dutch, except Oyster Bay, which was a disputed terriThe first planters came on in considerable numbers, and were associated in the purchase
tory.
of the lands from tlie Indians.
They were mostly united by a common religious faith and they
were invested with certain civil rights, which were afterward confirmed by the English Govern^
ment of New York, and some of which continue to the present time. The people chose a duplicate set of magistrates and municipal ofiicers, from which the Dutch Governor selected such as
he pleased.
The people employed their own minister, and enjoyed comparative religious freedom. The
Dutch, however, did not faithfully carry out the agreement which they had entered into with the
This
settlers, and, in 1653, delegates were sent to the city to remonstrate against certain abuses.
was not heeded, and when the people again met for a like purpose they were ordered to disperse.
The inhabitants rejoiced when the Dutch rule was finally broken and they came under the protection of the English.
Gov. Nicoll, the first English Governor, convened deputies from the several
towns upon Long Island, who met at Hempstead in the spring of 1665. A code of laws and ordinances was adopted, a shire was erected, the names of towns were changed, boundaries were
From this time no
settled, and afiairs were regulated to meet the views of the new government.
land could be taken without purchase from the Indians and patent from the Governor.
During the Revolution considerable numbers of the people joined the loyalists, and the co. was
mostly in quiet possession of the enemy. Robberies were common, especially along the n. shore.
Presbyterian churches were everywhere used for military purposes. A petty warfare was carried
on in whaleboats, and daring exploits were performed by partisans of both sides.
;

;

;

Hall" was erected in 16S-t. From 1700 to 170S the courts were
held in the Presb. church, when a new co. hall was built, which
continued in use until the Revolution, when it was burned. By
on act of March 1, 1785, the sum of £"2,000 was raised to erect
new buildings on the present location under the direction of the
The building is a half mi. N. of the R. R., and trains
CO. judge.
Btop opposite when courts are in session. Efforts have been
made to remove the site to Jamaica, but thus far without success, although most persons will admit that the present site is
inconvenient to a majority of the inhabitants.
1 In the absence of sufficient accommodations in the
vicinity,
this building is also used as a hotel during the session of the
court. The sheriff, who lives ujton the premises, usually makes
provision for dining a large number, and for furnishing lodgings
to a limited extent.
2 The surrogate's and clerk's offices were kept at the houses
of the incumbents until 1833, when they were located at Jamaica, The present clerk's office was erected in 1857.
3

Tlie IiOiig Island
maica

in 1819

Parmer

by Henry

was commenced

C. Sleight.

It

is

by Charles Welling.
The Union Hall Gazette, semi-mo., was published

TUe

Island Democrat

now published
at

Jamaica in

was established

at Ja-

maica May 1, 1835, by Jas. J. Brenton, present publisher.
1843, by S. V.

The Journal and Messenger was published about
Berry,

The Long hland Telegraph and General Advertiser was started
at Hempstead in May, 1830. by Wni. Hutchinson and
In Nov, 18-31 it was changed to
C. F. Le Fevre.
The Hempstead Inquirer. It is now published by
Morris Snedeker.

The

Q,iieens County Sentinel was e.stablished at
Hempstead in May, 1858, by John H. Hentz, its present
publisher.

started at Flushing in 1840, and continued 3J years. It was edited by Rev. Dr. F. L, Hawks,
and pulilished by C. R. Lincoln.

Tlie FlusUinij; Journal was commenced March 19, 1842,
by Chas.

The Flushing

it

11.

Lincoln,

Ponwloffist

Prince,
The Public Voice

was started

was changed

its

present publisher.

was published in

1848,

by William R.

at Flushing in 1852

;

and

in 1855

to

The liong Island Times.

It

is

now published by W.

K, Burling.

The North Henipslead

Gazette

changed

was started in Dec. 1846, at Manit was removed to Koslyn and

In 1850

hasset Valley.
to

Th^ Plain Draler. It was subsequently removed to Glen Cove,
and was continued until 1855; Jas. L. Crowley was its
last publislier.
Sentinel

The Glen dove

Bright &

at Ja-

1832 by L. Booth.

IjOiig

The Church Record was

was published a short time

in 1854

by

Pi'rry.

The Glen Cove Gazette

was

started in May, 1857, by
E. M. Lincoln, its present publisher.
The Woodhaveii Advertiser was published a short time in 1853.
T!te Astoria Gazette was started in 1853 by Wm, L, S, Harrison,
and continued about 18 months.
The Journal of the Institute was published at Flushing for
about 3 years.
* Commissioners were
appointed to settle these claims in 1660,
They were Simon Bradstreet and Thos, Prince on the part of the
New England colonies, and Thos, Willett and Geo, Baxter on the
part of the Dutch. The bound.ary was fixed along the w, line
of Oyster Bay ; but the States General did not ratify the agreement, and the Dutch Governor neglected to carry it into effect.
The Dutch subsequently planted a colony at Brookville, (Wolver
Hollow,) E, of the line, to assert their claims.
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—
FliUSHIlVG^ —was
granted by
patent issued by the Dutch Governor Keift, Oct.
—
of
This
a
1645
English immigrants.^
grant \vas confirmed by Gov. NicoU, Feb.
10,
company
first

letters

to

and by Gov. Dongan, March 23, 1685.^ Under the provisions of these charters a conamount of land was held in common, to be under the charge of 5 trustees, elected
annually.* It was recognized as a town under the State Government, March 7, 1788.* It lies upoi
the N. border of the co., w. of the center. Its surface is moderately uneven and has a gentli
A low range of hills extends along its s. border and separates it f»on
inclination to the N.
The princi
the principal stream, forms a portion of the w. boundary.
.Jamaica.
Creek,
Flushing
Neck Bay
pal indentations upon the coast are Flushing Bay, Powells Cove, Little Bay, and Little
An extensive salt marsh extends along Flushing Creek and the head of Flushing Bay.® The soil
is a fine quality of productive sandy loam.
Gardening, fruit growing,' and the nursery business*
constitute the leading pursuits of the people. The town supports its own poor, and has a house and
farm for their accommodation. Flusbing', (p. v.,) at the head of Flushing Bay, was incorp.
April 9, 1813. It contains 8 churches, 2 newspaper offices, several private seminaries,' and has
a limited amount of manufactures.'*' It is connected with New York by the Flushing R. R. and by a
steam ferry from Hunters Point. From its proximity to New York, it has become the residence
of many wealthy persons doing business in the city. Pop. 3,488. College Point," (p. v.,) on
the sound, e. of Flushing Bay, is a modern village, settled mostly by Germans. It contains 2
churches, and an immense manufactory of whalebone, India rubber, and ratan, giving employment
Whitestone'^ (P-^-) is located on the sound, in the extreme
to 500 to 700 hands. Pop. 1,150.
It contains 2 churches, and an extensive tin and sheet ironware manufacN. part of the town.
Marattaou, at the head of Little Neck Bay, is a small, straggling village
tory." Pop. 630.
with one church. Several of the neighborhoods in this town are known by distinct local names.'*
Wilklns Point has recently been purchased by the U. S. Government for the site of a fort.'*
There are now 13 churches in town.'* The first settlements were made by English, who probably
had first settled in Holland. They arrived at " Kcw Amsterdam" in 1645. They were Non-conformists in religion, and settled on the Dutch dominions under the promise of entire religious freedom." But the Dutch soon commenced a series of persecutions that continued until the time
of the British conquest in 1664.
Several French Protestant families found their way into this
town after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes but few of their descendants are now found.
The fruits introduced by these people are said to have given the first direction to the nursery
business for which this town is so celebrated.
During the Revolution a British force was sta1606,

siderable

;

tioned here.

HEMPSTEAO—

was granted by Gov. Keift to several English families, Nov. 14, 1644.
This patent was confirmed by Gov. Nicoll, March 6, 1666, and by Gov. Dongan, April 17, 1685.'*
Named by the Dutch "Vlissenffen," from a place in Holland.
2 The first
patentees were Thog. Farrington, John Lawrence,
John Hicks, John Townsend, Thos. Stiles. Robert Field, Thos.
Saul, John Marston, Thos. Applegate, Lawrence Dutch, Wm.
Lawrence, Henry Sawtell, Wm. Thorne, Michael Willard, Robt.
1

Firman, and

Wm.

themselves and associates.
of Gov. Nicoll were
City,) Richard Cornwell, Chas. Bridges, Wm. Lawrence, Robert Terrv. Wm. Noble,
John Forbush, Llias Doughty, Robt. Field, Philip Udall. Thng.

Widgeon,

for

3 The
patentees named in the patent
John Lawrence, (alderman of New York

Benj. Field, Wm. Pidgeon,John Adams, John Hinchman,
Nicholas Parcell, Tobias Feaks, and John Bowne; and those in
the patent of Gov. Dongan were Eliaa Doughty, Thos. Willett,
Jonn Bowne, Matthias Harvey, Thos. Hicks, Richard Cornwell,
John Hinchman, Jonathan AVright. and Sam'l Uoyt.— Patents,
Stiles.

I, 64, V, 222, 326, Sec. Office.
* These lands have since been

mostly taken upbyindiriduals,
though the trustees are still elected to take charge of the remainder. The town records were burned, Oct. 31, 1797, by a
servant girl, who was afterward hung for the deed.
5

6

By the General Act, establishing towns.
A chalybeate spring was discovered near

marsh

in 1816.

time attracted
^

It

attention.

The

principal fruit grown are cherries, of which large quanare annually sent to the New York market.
Flushing has a wide reputation for its nurseries, of which
there are six, occupying 246 acres and valued at $124,000. The
first nursery was commenced about 1750.
They now furnish
every species of fruit tree, ornamental shrub, and exotic plant
tities
8

cultivated in the country.
9 The
principal of these schools are the Flushing Institute,
the Flushing Female College, and the Linnean Hill Seminary.
W The principal manufactories are the Excelsior Emery and

Pand Paper Manufactory, a steam planing and saw
tide gristmill.

Named from a large boulder near the landing. The place
first called '-Coohie Hill" and afterward "ClintrmviUe."
This estahlishment gives emploj-ment to 430 hands.
!•
Side— the seat of A. G.Mickle, E.v-Mayor of New
York and Spriiigville are near Little Neck Bay. Fresh
Meado>vs, Ireland, and Spring Hill are localities
Hill and Union Place
8. E.of Flushing Village.
are farming neighborhoods. Spring Hill was the residence of
Cadwallader Colden, who died here Sept. 20, 1776. His son
espoused the cause of the Royalists, and his estate was confiscated.
OnderdrmT^s Ren. Inc.
16 When fortified, this
point will completely command the
channel on the n., and render the approach of ships of war
toward New York impossilile from that direction.
16 Of these there are at
Flushing. 2 Friends, Prot. E., M. E., Ref.
Prot. D., R. C, Cong., and Bap. at College Point, R. C. and Luth. ;
at Whitestone, Prot. E. and M. E. and at Marathon, a Prot. E.
1' The
religious faith of these people was much the same as
that afterward professed by the Quakers, who had not become
at that period a distinct sect in England. Their first religious
teacher was Francis Doughty, from Taunton. Mass.. a Baptist,
who became a Quaker in 1657, as did many of the inhabitants.
The celebrated Geo. Fox visited America in 1672 and preached
in this town. He was entertained at the house of .lohn Bowne,
who had particularly suffered from the persecutions of the
Dutch but, his dwelling not being sufficiently large to accommodate the audience, his hearers assembled under the shade of
the venerable oaks, one of which is still standing. The Bowne
House stands in Parsons & Co.'s Commercial Garden and Nursery,
and is in a fine state of preservation.
18 The
grantees named in the first patent were Robert Ford12

was

13

Bay
—

Rocky

—

:

the head of this
was named "Cheltenham Springs," and for a

much

n This place was formerly known as ''Lav:rences Neck." Several farms have been laid out into village plats, each one taking
a distinct name. An Episcopal college was iiicorp. here in
1S40 ; but it has since been abandoned. The location of this institution gave the name to the village.

mill,

and a

:

;
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name was changed

to

South Hempstead

;

and

present name was re-adopted Feb. 5, 1796. It was recognized as a town ]March 7, 1788. It
lies upon the s. side of the island,
extending 20 mi. along the ocean, and embi-aeing about 100
and within them are Hempstead
eq. mi. The shore is bordered by a line of beaches and sand hills
its

;

and South Oyster Bays, inclosing a large number of low, sedgy islands. West of the bay a long,
narrow sandbar, known as Rockaway Beach, ^ extends to the s. w., forming the E. boundary of
Jamaica Bay. Wide salt meadows border upon the bays, ..and from them the land spreads out
into an almost perfectly level plain.^
The soil along the borders of the marshes is moderately
fertile, and upon the plain it consists of sand and fine gravel, which is naturally barren,

A

it
considerable
may be made productive by the proper application of manures.
portion of the marshes and plain belongs to the town and is used as common property.' The
people are largely engaged in market gardening. There is no poorhouse ; but the paupers are
annually put up at auction and struck off to the lowest bidder.
(p. v.,) near the

although

Hempstead,

center of the town, was incorp. June 20, 1853. It contains 3 churches, the Hempstead Seminary,*
and 1,486 inhabitants. Along the s. shore are several villages, generally scattered and extended
over a large territory. They are mostly surrounded by gardens and orchards.
Soutb, (p. v.,) in the s. e. corner, contains a gristmill and Friends' meetinghouse; next w.

Jerusalem

Bridge Haven, containing a gristmill and church, Merrick,^ (P-O.,) and
Green^vich Poiut, two farming neighborhoods; Freeport,® (p. v.,) a fishing village,
containing 2 churches; Milburn, Baldwinville, and Christian Hook, hamlets;
Rockville Center, (p.V;,) containing 1 church; ]¥ear Rockaway, a hamlet, and Far
Rockaway, (RockaAvay p. o.,) a noted seabathing place.' Valley Stream and Fosters
are respectively

Meadovir

are two

"Little Neck,")
first

scattered settlements

along the

e.

made

settlements were

in 1043,

IVevv Bridg'e, (formerly
are farming neighborhoods.
Thft

border.

Wasbington Square, and Brookfield

by a colony of English, who had previously

Weathersfield and Stamford, in Conn.

They founded

the

first

settled

at

English settlement within the

The town early acquired a prominent rank, and its records (preserved at North Hempamount of valuable historical information. Horse races were established
here by the Governor in 1690. The first church (Presb.) was started in 1648. There are 18
CO.*

stead) contain a large

churches in town.®

—

JAMAICA"* was first granted for settlement by Gov. Stuveysant, March 21, 1656 and a
more ample patent was granted in 1660. The rights of the town were confirmed by Gov. Nicoll,
Feb. 15, 1666, and by Gov. Dongan, March 17, 1686." It was recognized as a town March 7,
;

ham, John Strickland, John Ogden, John Karman, John Lawrence, and Jonas Wood; those in the second patent were John
Hicks, J. P., Capt. John Seaman, Kichard Giidersleeve, Robert
Jackson. John Karman, John Smith, sr. and jr.; and those in
the third were Capt. John Seaman, Simon Searing, Jolm Jackson,
James Pine, sr.. Kichard Giidersleeve, sr., and Xathl Pearsall.

and Robert Fordham. In 1647 the first eight, with Robt. Ashman, Jeremy, Edmund, and Terry Wood, Benj. and John Coe,
Sam'l Strickland, John Topping, John Fordham, Wm. and John
Lawrence, Henry Hudson, Thomas Ireland, Richard Valentine,
Wm. Thickstone, Nicholas Tanner, Wm., John, sr. and jr., Jas.,
and Alvin Smith, Richard, jr., Sam'l, Dan'l, and Nath'l Denton,
—TlMmpsoti's.Hist. L.I., II, 14 Patents, IV, 55, V. 182 Sec. Office. Thos. Armitage, Simon .Searing. Thomas Wilson, Henry Piers )n,
1 The CO. seal
presents a view of sea and shore from this Jos. and Wm. Scott, Henry AVhiston, Richard and John Lewis,
beach. The name is of Indian origin. This point was formerly Thbs. Stevenson. John Storge, John and Robert Williams, Wm.
inclosed by a fence irom Hempstead to Jamaica' Baya, and was Rogers, Richard Ogden, John Foucks, Wm. Washburne. Thos.
used for pasturing cattle, horses, and sheep.
Sherman, Francis Yates, John Ellison, Wm. Shadding, Thomas
2 This
plain is 15 mi. long and 4 broad. When first known to and Chas. Foster. Roger Lines, Sam'l Clark, John Hudd, Thos.
the Europeans, it was destitute of timber and covered with grass. Pope, Daniel Whitehead, Edward Raynor, John Smith, Samuel
The annual burning of this grass was prohibited by statute in Baccus, and John Strickland were freeholders, and shared in tlie
1726. It is mostly uninclosed, and used as pasture.
division of the Lands. A part of the above locations are no>''
3 About
16,000 acres of the plain and the salt meadows are included in North Hempstead. The first child born of whit"
common property. The time for cutting the hay is fixed at the parents in town was Caleb Karman, son of John Karman, Jan.
annual town meetings, and the first one on the ground has the 9, 1645. An order was m,ade at their General Court,
Sept. 16,
choice of location. This leads the farmers to the meadows at an 1650, requiring all persons to
"repaire to the publique Meetings
early hour on the appointed day, and sometimes during the night and Assemblies on the Lords dayes, and on pullique dayes of
previous, where they stand scythe in hand, ready at the first fastings and thanksgivings, appointed by publique authority,
glance of sunrise to strike into the grass before them and mow bothe on the forenoons and afternoons,"' under a penalty of &
around as large a pi6ce as they may be able. Several hundred guilders for the first, 10 for the second, and 20 for the third ofmen are often thus employed. Each inhabitant may hire as many fense. The Rev. Richard Denton, a prominent founder, was their
laborers as he chooses, and may cut for sale. North Hempstead first pastor. Ho returned to
England in lt)59. His eldest son,
formerly enjoyed the rislit of cutting grass upon these meadows, Daniel Denton, wrote the first historical account of New York
but has been practically deprived of it for many years. See ever published. It was printed in London in 1070.
9 10 M. E.. 3 Prot.
Near
page 545.
E., 2 Presb.. 2 R. C. and one Friends.
* This is a
private seminary, owned by a joint stock company, the M. E. Church in South Hempstead is a monument, erectfd to
s On old documents
variously spelled •^Meric," '^Moroke," und the memory of 139 English and Irish immigrants who perlihed
"MerUohe." The name was derived from a tribe of Indians that on the ships Bristol and Ms.xico, wrecked Nov. 21, 1836, and
;

lived in the vicinity.
* First settled
by

;

Jan.

Edward Raynor, and formerly known

"Rai/poHown."
1

—

as

—

Tliis place contains the Pavilion,
an immense hotel, and
several large summer bnardiug houses.
8
Among the early settlers were Itev. Richard Denton, .Jonas

Wood,

Wm.

•Tackson,

Raynor, Robert Coe, Richard Giidersleeve, Rotiert

2, 18:37.

10 It was first
proposed to name this-p]&ce 'Cnnoraaset." Many
of the first settlers preferred the name of "Crawfnrd;'' and the
Dutch named it " Husdorp," signifying " county town." Th«
present name is bysomeconsideredasfrom the Indian "Jiimeco."'
11 The first
patent of confirmation cont:uncil the names of
Daniel Denton, J. P., Robt. Coe, Cajit. Brynn Newton, Wm. Hal-

John Ogden, John Karman, Capt. John Underbill, let, Andrew Messenger, and Nathaniel Denton: and the second
Robt. Raynor, Matthow Mitchell, named 24 persons.— i'atenis, I, 66, 91, V, 432; Sec. Office.

Andrew Ward, Thurston and
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It is the s. w. corner town of the co.
A range of low wooded hills forma Its N. boundary ;
but the remainder of the town consists of an extensive sand plain, and a series of wide salt
marshes along the shore. Jamaica Bay, forming its s. boundary, incloses a large number of low,
marshy islands. Several small streams take their rise in springs and small ponds among the

1788.

A

and flow s. to the bay.* The soil is light and sandy.
considerable tract immediately
bordering upon the marshes is kept in a high state of fertility by artificial means, and is devoted
This town has _long been celebrated for its race courses.- The town poor
to market gardening.

hills

are annually let to the lowest bidder.^ Jamaica., (p. v.,) near the n. border of the town, was
It contains 7 churches, the Union Hall Academy,* several private semiincorp. April 14, 1814.

Wood-

union school, 2 newspaper offices, and several manufactories.* Pop. 2,817.
was organized in 1850 by a number of capitalists for the manufacture of shoes.
Cypress Avenue is a r. r. station near the line in Kings co. The country in the immediate
vicinity is laid out in a village plat, and named Uilioiiville, from the Union Race Course ;
Clarenceville is a village plat on the r. r.,w. of Jamaica; Centerville, a plat adjacent
naries, a

baven

Hopedale

Jamaica

to the trotting course;
and
Ileig'lits, two prospective villages in
the N. part; If^illovp Tree, a r. r. station, e. of Jamaica; Queens,® (p. o.,) a r. r. station
near the e. line, and Spring'field, a vicinage 3 mi. long, in the e. part, extending to the
bay. The first settlement was made about 1G56, by people from Hempstead, who in that year
obtained leave of the Dutch Government to purchase lands and erect a town, " according unto

their place limited, named Canarise, about midway from Hempstead."
In 1702 the civil officers
of government removed to this place, on account of prevailing sickness.
attempt was
made soon after to appropriate the church to the use of the Episcopalians, which was resisted,

—

An

and a controversy commenced, which was not settled until 1728. In 1753 the General Assembly
again convened at this place. During the Revolution the town was occupied by the British, and,
The Dutch Church was used as
especially in winter, large bodies of troops were stationed here.
a storehouse.
The first church (Presb.) was formed in 1G63. The Ref. Prot. D. Church was
formed in 1702 and the first Prot. E. services were held during the same year. The Chapel of the
Sisters
a neat edifice, built of hewn granite was erected in the Presb. Cemetery, by Nicholas

Ludlum, of

—

;

—

NewYork.^

—

IVE'WTOWIV' was first conveyed by patent, by Gov. Stuyvesant, in 1652. The grant was
confirmed by Gov. Nicoll, March 0, 1666, and by Gov. Dongan, Nov. 25, 1683.' It was recognized as a town March 7, 1788. It lies upon the East River and Long Island Sound, in the n.w.
corner of the

co.,

and includes North and South Brother, Rikers, and Berriens

Islands.*"

A range

border; but the remaining part of its surface is level or moderately
uneven. Flushing Creek forms a portion of the e. boundary, and Newtown Creek a portion of the
w. boundary. Extensive salt meadows border upon these creeks and the bays. Hell Gate is a narof hills extends along the

s.

row, tortuous passage between Wards Island and Hallets Point, near the n. extremity of the town."
The soil is a fine quality of sandy loam. Market gardening and the cultivation of flowers are the

most important business. The town poor are let out by contract. Astoria,*^ (p-"^->) upon East
River, near Hell Gate, was incorp. April 12, 1836. It contains 5 churches, a female seminary, union
It is particularly distinguished for its floral gardens
school, and several extensive manufactories.**
1 Several of these
ponds have been purchased by the Brooklyn Richard Betts, J. P., Capt. Thos. Lawrence, Capt. John Coe, John
Water Works Company. The remains of a mastodon were found Burroughs, Ralph Hunt, Dan'l Whitehead, and Joost Burger;
in excavating at Baisleys Pond, in this town, March 27, 1858. and the second the names of 108 freeholders. The annual quitThey consisted of six molar teeth and some small fragments of rent was 3£ 4s. Patents, II, 78 <Sef. Office : Thontpson's Hist. L.

—

bones, blackened, but not mineralized.
' A course was laid out, in colonial
times, around the border
of Beaver I'ond, a sheet of water adjacent to the village, since
drained. Union Course was laid out soon after the passage of the
act of 1821. and continued under that of 1834. It is now owned
by the "Union Association," formed under general act, Aug. 2,
1858. with a capital of $100,000. It is a few feet over a mile in
There is a trotting course s. e. of the former.
circuit.
3 The town elects trustees
annually to manage its property.
It has a fund— given by Henry Townsend nearly two centuries
since •• for the relief of poor widows and children, persons
blind, lamed, or aged, and such as should be unable to get a
living, or any that should sufl'er by fire and whose necessities

—

—

might

call fur relief."

This institution was incorp. Feb. 29, 1792.
Three carriage factories and the repair shops of the L.I. R.R.
6
Formerly called '•BrushviUe." The name was changed at a
public meeting, Jan. 1, 1857.
1 There are now 8 churches in town; 2 M. E., 2 Ref. Prot.
D.,
Presb.. Prot. E., Af. Meth., and K. C.
* Named
•'JUiddlcburg^' under the Dutch.
The first deed of confirmation contained the names of Capt.
*

6

I.,

;

II, 142.
10

These islands are cultivated as gardens. Berrians, near
Lawrence Point, has an area of 12 acres. Rikers is the largest
and most valuable, and wag formerly called ^^Hewletti Island,"
from its having been the residence of Geo. Hewlett. It is 1 mi.
from the mainland, and contains over 50 acres. It was confirmed to Gulsbert Riker by Stuyvesant, Dec. 24, 1067, and is

—

owned by the family.^ Tliompsnn's Hist., II, 154.
This name was probably derived from the Dutch "Ilellig,"
angry, and "G.it" a gate. It is often softened down to'-7/«rZ
Gate." I'rom the earliest time this has been a difficult strait to
navigate, owing to sunken rocks and the strong current of the
tide.
In 1852 the re cks were mostly removed by a system of
suliniarine blasting and the navigation greatly improved.
12 This
place was formerly known as "Halkts Owi:." and was
settled by Stephen A. and John C. Halsey. At the time of its
incorpoirttion it was proposed to call it •^Sunstvick" from the
Indian name of a stream near by; but the name Astoria was
adopted, in hope of securing a gratuity from John Jacob Astor.
In this, however, the people were disappointed, as he gave only
$100 to the seminary.
13 The
principal manufactories are the chemical works for
still
11
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It is connected with New York hy ferries, and is inhabited by many persons doing
business iu the city. Pop. about 3,200. Ravens^vood, (p. v.,) upon the East River, is a suburban
viUuge, and the houses consist mostly of costly residences. The poorhouse farms of New York City

and greenhouses.^

•were located at this place previous to the purchase of the islands in the river for that purpose.'^

A

II nil cartridge factory exploded here about 1850, occasioning a great destruction of life.
tci'S Point^ is a newly surveyed and thinly settled village, immediately n. of the mouth of New-

rifle

has several manufactories,* and is rapidly increasing in business and population.
IVovtown, (p.v.,) near the center, and PennjHridge are stations upon the Flushing II. R.
and fTin»>field and "West Fliisllillg' are village plats upon the same roads. Maspclll' (p. o.)
and Melvina, Coluuibusvillc, and Wiiiantslies near the head of Newtown Creek

town Creek.

It

;

;

are village plats in the same vicinity,
dlcto^vn, s. E. of Astoria, are Village plats.

ville

lia^vrenceville, n. w. of Winfield, and ]>IidL.ocust Grove, l<mdeii Hills, Rfew As-

toria, Bliddle Village, and Soutll Williaiusbur^rb are localities and prospective
I>utcll Kills is a gardening neighborhood. St. RonailS Well, a wooded island
villages.
near the head of Flushing Bay, contains 7 acres, and is a favorite resort for picnic parties. Calvary Cemetery, on the Laurel Hills, n. of Newtown Creek, contains 59 acres, and is owned
Cemetery of tlie Evergreens, in the s. w. corner, is
by the R. C. denomination.

The

partly in Brooklyn and partly in New Lots, Kings co. It is beautifully situated upon the Cypress
Cypress
Hills, and contains 115 acres, with the privilege of extending its area to 500 acres.

Hills Cemetery, e. of the latter, is also situated upon the highlands, and
Olivet Cemetery lies near Maspeth, and the L.utlieran

Mount

Middle Tillage.

The National Race Course,

incorp.

May

31, 1854, is located

contains 400 acres.*

Cemetery

near

near the Flushing

The first settlements were made in 1651, by English immigrants, who had first located in
England. The first grant of privileges obtained from the Dutch in 1652 was follovi ed by
another more liberal in its character in 1665. The early records of the town were lost dunng the
British occupation in the Revolution.
A blockhouse was built at Hell Gate during the RevoluThe first church edifice
tion, and a water-battery, named Fort Stevens,® during the War of 1812.
(Presb.) of which there is any record was erected, iu 1670, at Newtown Village and the first
R. R.'

New

;

preacher was Rev. John Moore, who was employed from the
1661.
The census reports 15 churches in town.'

first

settlement until his death, in

WORTH

HEMFSTEAO'"—was formed from Hempstead, April 6, 1784. It lies upon
Long Island Sound, between Hempstead Harbor and Little Neck Bay, and on the s. extends to
near the center of Hempstead Plains. A range of hills extends e. and w. through near the center;
and from them spurs extend to the Sound, giving to the n. part a moderately hilly character, HempHarbor and Manhasset Bay are irregular bays extending far inland, dividing the coast into
"necks" and points, the principal of which are Cow and Great Necks, Motts, Prospect, Sands,
stead

—

making dry alkalies, the U. S. Vulcanized Gutta Percha Belting
and Packing Works, and an extensive carpet J'actorv.
1 Grant
Thorburn, the celebrated seedsman and tiorist. liad a

from Dutch Kills. De Witt Clinton formerly resided heie.
f lundery for casting metallic burial cases was established
here several years since.
6 The
general act forbids cemeteries to hold more than 250
acres in one co. and hence this was located in two. A special
act allows this cemetery to hold 100 acres more in Queens co.
The higliest point is 219 ft. above tide.
7 The
company that owns this course is incorp., with a capital
of $250,000.
8 Named from
Maj. Gen. Ebenezer Stevens, who in bis youth
was a member of the '• Boston Tea Party'' and subsequently an
officer in the Revolution and the AVar of 1812.
9 4 Prot.
£., 3 lief. Prot. D., 3 M. E., 2 Presb., 2 R. C, and 1
Bap. The Ref. Prot. D. Church at Newtown was formed in 1704,
and a Prot. E. church at the same place in 1731. A M. E. church
was erected near Middle Village in 1836, chiefly through the
liberality of Jos. Harper, father of the Harper Brothers, pubit

A

nursery here from 1832 to 1851. There are now (J II oral establishments for supplying the city market, besid.;s many geutlenien's greenhouses, graperies, &c.
2 About
183-1-35, the corporation of New York City erected extensive buildings, about 14 mi. s. from Astoria, for a pauper
establishment, which were sold at public auction, Aprif'lO, 1847,
tipon the removal of these institutious to the islands iu the river.
Three large buildings called the "Boys" Nursery," '-School
House," and '-Infant Nursery," the property of Wm. W. Miles
were leased (May 25) to the Commissioners of Emigration for a
ship fever hospital, and other purposes. A public meeting was
held immediately after at Astoria, to express indignation at the
application of the property to these uses and to remonstrate
against it. The people failing to obtain their object, the premises were assailed and destroyed on the night of May 26-27, lishers in New York.
10 Under the act of
1847, by a large mob in disi;uise. An attempt was made to
organization each town was to enjoy the
fasten the expense of these losses upon the town; and, after right of oystering, clamming, and
fishing in the other; and both
repeated efforts, the owner recovered $3,000 from the .State by continued to cut grass upon the South Meadows until 1815.
act of March 17. 1855.— Jlssew. Doc. 1848, Nos. 19, 161, 164, 186
They each assumed the sole care of the common lands that fell
Senate Doc. 1849, No. 31, and 1850, Nos. 62 and 82.
within their several bounds. At the town meeting in Hemp3
Originally called "Drnninifs Honk." The place was after- stead, April, 1797, a resolution was passed, giving to the people
ward owned by Geo. Hunter, who died before 1825. It is desig- of that town 10 days' precedence of right in cutting grass. A
nated in deeds as •' Long Island City." Much of the property suit was instituted, and was appealed to
Court of Errors,
tb|>
given to Union College by Rev. Dr. Nott as an endowment is which decided, in Dec. 1828, that North Hempstead had no power
located here, and consists of graded lots.
to interfere in the regulations of Hempstead.
Opinion of Chan4 The
principal manufactories are a flint glass factory, chemical cellor Kent, Johnson's, 11,320-338; of Chancellor Sanford,//oj/works, paint and varnish factory, foundery for the manufacture kins, I. 289-300; Decision of Court of Errors, Wendell, II, 109of iron pipes, and an oil and locomotive grease factory. Con- 137.
The public lands of the town were sold under an act
siderable ship-building is also done here.
passed March 25, 1830. Obadiah Townsend, Singleton Mitchell,
* Sometimes written
^-Mespat," "Mispat" &.C. It was settled Benj. Albertsou, and Jos. Dodge were appointed commissioners
bj Bnglish, and often designated ^^English Kills" to distinguish for this purpose.
;

—

—

;

—
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The soil upon the plains is light and sandy,
Barker, and Hewletts Points, and Plum Beach.^
and in the n. part a sandy and clayey loam, very productive. The town poor are supported by
the Jones Fund,- at an institution situated at Brookville, in the to\ni of Oyster Bay and 2 trustees are annually elected to the board having this fund in charge.
Manhasset/ (p. v.,) near
;

The neck of land extending eastward of
the center, a straggling village, contains 4 churches.
is called Manhasset.*
Roslyn, (p. v.,) at the head of Hempstead Harbor, 2 mi.

Manhasset Bay

above the steamboat landing, contains 2 churches and several manufactories.* Pop. 592. IVortli
Hempstead (p. o.) is 2 mi. e. of the courthouse; Mineola (p. v.) is a scattered villag
at the junction of the L. I. & Hempstead Branch R. Roads; Flower Hill is a farming neigh
borhood near the center of Manhasset Neck; Montrose, a village plat near the country seat
of Wm. C. Bryant. Westbury® is a farming neighborhood, extending from near the courthouse
to the E. line of the

village plats.

Carl Place, near "Westbury, and ClowesTille, near

town.

Hyde Park,'

near the

Liakevllle,^ near the

r. r.,

Mineola, are

line of Flushing,

and

the edge of the plains, are farming localities. Port "Wasllillgton
The first settlement was made in the
the w. side of Manhasset Bay.
on
a
small
is
village
(p. 0.)
the lead
spring of 1640, by a small company of English immigrants from Lynn, Mass., under
of Capt. Daniel Howe, who took possession of the head of Cow Bay, under the authority of Farrett,
of the inagent of the Earl of Stirling. The Dutch sent a party of soldiers, who captured several

Farmers

Village, on

but they were released upon promising to quit the place. These persons afterward made the
settlement at Southampton. The necks of land of this town were first used for pasturage in commons. During the Revolution marauding parties committed various depredations upon the people

truders

;

first

of this town, rendering both property and

life

insecure.

The census

reports 9 churches in town.'

—

OYSTER

BAY^° was patented by Gov. NicoU, Nov. 29, 1667, and confirmed by Gov.
Andross, Sept. 29, 1677." It was recognized as a town March 7, 1788. It occupies the e. exocean.
The n. shore is
tremity of the CO., and extends across the island from the sound to the
of which are Oyster Bay, Cold Spring, and Oyster
deeply indented by irregular bays, the principal
Bay Harbors, Mill Neck Creek, and Mosquito Cove. Cove Neck, Center Island,^^ and Mosquito
Neck are long peninsulas formed by these bays ;^^ Lloyds Neck is a peninsula extending e. of Cold
from the ocean by Jones
Spring Harbor. The great indentation of South Oyster Bay, separated
Beach, forme the s. boundary. This bay is bordered by salt meadows, and incloses several marshy
islands belonging to the town,
range of hills extends through the n. part and the remainder

A

;

a sandy and clayey loam, and with proper care is very proThe town poor are supported by the Jones Fund." Oyster Bay, (p. v.,) on Oyster
ductive.
Bay Harbor, contains 6 churches and 900 inhabitants;'' Olen Cove,'® (p. v.,) near Hempstead
Harbor, in the n. w. part, contains 3 churches, a printing office, fire insurance office, and a large

of the surface is level.

starch factory."

ingdale

The

soil is

Soutli Oyster

(p.o.) is a

hamlet and

station near the w. line.

Bay

(p.o.) is

r. r. station

Syossef

(p. o.) is the

i\>et,"

e. line;

s.

shore.

Farm-

Hlclisville'*

present terminus of a

(p-^-) is a r. r.
r. r. extending x. e. from

u Henry Townsend. sr., Nicholas and Gideon Wright, Richard
Harrison, Joseph Carpenter, and Josiah Latting were named iu
both TpateBti.—Pate.7its. I. 104. 162 Sec. Office.
12
Formerly called '^Hog hlavd." It is connected with the
main island by a be.ich. includes 600 acres of excellent soil, and
has a biickyard, with steam power, that makes 3i)00,000 bricks

1 A
lighthouse has been erected upon Sands Point, and a lifeboat station is maintained here.
3
2 See note 14.
Fonnerly called "Be.ad of Cow Keel:"
*
the Indians ^'Sint
and
called " Cow

Formerly

a scattered village on the

near the

;

by

Sink." It was originally inclosed from Hempstead Harbor to
the creek by a fence separating it from Great Neck; and every
person was entitled to put as many cattle upon it as he built
standing gates or panels of fence. When afterward distributed,
in 1674. these rights were called gate-rights. The number of contributors in 1658 was 60. and the number of panels offence 526.
5
Formerly called "Hempstead Harbor." Harbor Hill, in the
rear of the village, is 319 feet high. The first paper mill in the
State is said to have been built here inl773, byHeudrickOnderdonk, (grandfather of two bishops of this name,) Hugh Gaine,
There are 2 paper mills, 2 gristmills,
and Henry Remsen.

annually.
13 The
principal capes or points upon the n. shore are Olivers,
Sopers, Moses. Plum. Center Island. Old Neck, Fox Island, Peacock, Matinecock, and Red Spring Points.
' .Tones
1* in
1836, Sam'l Jones gave $30.000 known as the
Fund" for the eu]iport of the poor of this town and North Hempstead; andif the income of this fund was more than sufficient for
this purpose, the overplus wasto belong to Flushing. Afarni was
purchased at Brookville, upon which suitable buildings have
been erected for the support of the poor. Walter R. Jones, the
and a sawmill at this place.
6 The
people in this vicinity are chiefly employed in ftirnishing distinguished financier, also a citizen of this town, gave ?5.000
more for the same purpo.se. The fund is managed by 3 trustees,
milk for the New Vork market.
"
Upon the open grounds S. of this place, anciently called chosen by this town, "and 2 hy North Hempstead, The institu"Solishury Plains." a. race course was establi.sbed by Gov. NicoU tion is known as the Jones Institute ;" and it supports 60 to 70
in 1665. It was called ''iVcw Market," and continued devoted to indigent persons annually.
15'P. 0, changed to "Syosset" Jan. 20, 1846, and old name rethe sports of the turf more than one hundred years.
8
Formerly called "Success." from Success Pond in the vicinity. stored one week after, Ji?s.Colwell, appointed P. M. by .TefferThe name was cHlnged to Lakeville in 1835. The towns of son, held the office till his death, in 1854, when his granddaughter
l*
Formerly called '•Mosquito Core."
Flushing and Hempstead gave 618 acres, between the lake and was appointed.
" Glen Cove Starch Manufac'g Com., under the supervision of
Hyde Park, to Gov. Dongan, who had a country residence here.
Pro» 3
Nov.
Prot.
Ref
Prot.
and
R.C.
Af.
Messrs.
2
M.
D.,
13, 1855; capital. SlUO,tiOO,
E..
Meth.,
E.,
Incorp.
Duryea.
Friends,
1* The lands and commons of this town are under the charge duces 20 tons per day. Works destroyed by fire Feb. 9, 1858 rebuilt
The South Meadows are sold annually at same year, coveringover 2 acres, and capital increased to $200,000.
of the supervisor.
18 Named from Elias Hicks, the Quaker reformer.
auction, for about $1,200. Townsmen only have the right of fishw Formerly known aa "£ait Woods."
\ng and oystering in the waters of the town.

—

—

;

i
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IVorivicli (East Norwich

p. o.)i8 a farming settle(p. o.,) s. e. of Glen Cove, and Locust
JerlcliO (p. o.) is a settlement, n.
place, are farming settlements.
IVeck is a
(p. o.) is a small village, near the e. border; Lloyds

Hicksville, projected to Cold Spring.
mi. s. E. of Oyster Bay.^

Cedar S^vauip,

ments

Valley,''^ n. e. of the same
of Hicksville ;*

Woodbury

farming vicinage, in the extreme n. e. part;* Betlipliag^e is a farming locality, and Hi'OoKVille is a hamlet* Fort Jlecb. was named from two ancient Indian forts.® Dosoris,'
Lialtingtown, and Matinicocfe.* are localities n. e, of Glen Cove. An attempt was made
by a party of English to make a settlement in this town in 1640 but the settlers were driven off
by the Dutch. In 1642 other English parties, who had purchased lands of the Indians, were also
;

driven

off.

The question of

jurisdiction

was a matter

of debate until 1650,

when commissioners

were appointed on both sides to settle ft. The w. boundary of Oyster Bay was fixed upon as the
line of separation of the two colonies and in 1653 the first permanent English settlement was
made, upon land previously purchased of the Indians.' In 1662 the town formed a close alliance
with Conn. De Lancey's corps of royalists built a small fort on the hill, s. of the village of Oyster
Bay, in 1776; and it was occupied by Simcoe's Queen's Rangers in 1778 and '79. The census
;

reports 16 churches in town.^"

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Scliools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Queens County.

Names

POPCLAnON.

VALnATION OP 1858.

Acres of Land.

Schools.

of Towns.

o

I
I

ft-t.

Flushing

11,083
25,463
14.042J
10,288i
23,150i
36.522

,

Hempstead
Jamaica

Newtowa
North Hempstead.
Oyster Bay
Total

119,549

I

I

3,813
14,888
5,555
2,009
7,989
22.950

$3,184,960
2,050,760
2,186,430
3,146,600
2,534,400
3,368,695

$257,110 $3,442,070
349,667 3,000,427
196,156 2,382,586
253,290 3.399,890
288,750 2,823,150
420,769 3,789,464

2,331
4,083
4,109

4,763
3,938

57,204

17.071,845

1,765.742 18,837,587

23,142

23,124

3,959
5,264
2,796

4,011
5,213
2,836
2.363

1,113
2,022

866
1,518

904

867
1,510

1.766
1,456

434
914
994

7,896

8,682

5,048

Bosh, of Grain.

b)

Hempstead
Jamaica

Newtown

,

North Hempstead,
Oyster Bay
Total

7

10
11

21

74 117.365
-5

"S>

S

:.

19

Dairy Products.

of Towns.

flushing

1,409
640

AOKICULTCRAL PRODUCTS.

Live Stock.

Names

2.953
4,056
2.246
1.733
3.190
3.187

657

1,500
2,051
1,005

989

554

1,651
797

1,383

325
159
889

8'

2,542

1,776

1,163
1,611
2,194

7,954

5,086

9,240

cqa,

862
548

1,924
2,919

2,777
5,527

1,209
2,997
4,253

9,714 14,228 173,188A 616,971

926

852

1,397
1,236
1,884

65.771
18,386
7,105
45,844 145,050i 9,179
50,515
7,060
23,103
7,422
86,677
2,655^
28,6701 111,309 11,101|
49,7 62i 157,64Si 14,294

The town records are usually kept at this place.
The p. o. at this place was called ^^Buckram" until recently.
Elias Hicks formerly resided here. The first settlement was
made by Robert Williams, in 1650; called by the Indians

51,395

955
100
51
448

34,438
38,649

1,205

291,135

1

lands claimed by the English.
here.

3

6

"iitsMm."

Duke

of Clarence, afterward William IV. Daily steamers touch
•t Lloyd's Dock, on the w. side of the neck.
6 This
place was settled by the Dutch, to assert their claim to

f.U

Cl-S

6,13;

30,489
63,082
64,494
53.983

2

* This
neck, containing 2,849 acres, is separated from the remainder of the town by Cold Spring Harbor. It is connected
with Huntington, Suffolk co., by a narrow isthmus. It is principally devoted to the raising of stock. The Indians called it
'Gaum-sett," and it is called "Horse-Neck" on old documents.
It was patented, in 1085, to Jas. Lloyd, of Boston, and erected
into a manor. The British maintained a post here during the
Kevolution; and one of the officers stationed there was the

1^"

la

5

&3

587

42,793
155,048
46,285
17,416
61,494i
118,947

240
525

3,346

441,9831

765

The Jones

Institute

is

located

In 1775, Daniel Jones, of this place, gave £300 sterling for
a charity school at Oyster Bay.
' Sometimes written Desmks.
It is an abbreviation of dos
the property having come to the
tixoris, or "dowry of a wife,"

—

first settler. Coles,
8
Friends'

A

by

his wife.

meetinghouse was erected here in 1682.

Peter Wright, Wm. Leveridge, Samuel Mayo, Wm. and .John
Washburne, Thos. Armitage, Anthony Wright, Robt. Williams,
and Richard Holdbrook were joint purchasers. Hfnry Townsend obtained a grant for a mill Sept. 1661, and erected the first
There were 53 freeholders in town.
mill, in 1663.
9

1"

and

4

JM. E.,

Af.

4 Prot. E., 4 Friends, Bap., Ref. Prot. D., Presb.,

Meth.

EENSSELAER COUNTY.
This county was formed from Albany, Feb. 7, 1791, and named from
the Rensselaer family.^ It is centrally distant 12 mi, from Albany,
and contains an area of 690 sq. mi. Its surface is very broken and

Two distinct

hilly.

known
Range

ranges of mountains extend through

it

n.

and

s.,

as the Taghkanick and Petersburgh Mts.
The Taghkanick
occupies the extreme e. borders of the co., and is divided from

the Petersburgh Mts. by the long, deep valley through which flow
Kinderhook Creek and Little Hoosick and Hoosick Rivers. These

mountains are wild, rugged, and rocky, rising to a height of 1000
to 2000 feet above tide, and affording wild and picturesque scenery.
Their declivities are usually precipitous, and their summits are
forests or masses of naked rocks.
These mountains

crowned with

are composed of the slate, quartz, sandstone, and limestone which constitute the Taconic rocks
Emmons. The quartz exists in the form of itjected veins, and in many places the slate

of Prof.

has been decomposed and washed away, leaving the quartz veins in the form of sharp pointed
rocks, or of isolated masses.

Upon

and

the summits

sides of the mountains the soil

is

thin

and

poor but in the valleys it consists of gravelly loam, and is moderately fertile. The Petersburgh
Mts. occupy the whole central part of the co. They are wild, irregular, and broken mountain
masses, with precipitous sides on the e., but with more gradual declivities on the w. In some
;

places the summits spread out over a wide surface, constituting a high, sterile plateau broken by
and rocks. They are composed of the graywacke slates and limestone belonging to the

hills

Hudson River group. An extensive tract among these mountains, comprising a portion of Stephentown, Berlin, Sand Lake, and Poestenkill, is still covered with forests. The soil is generally hard
and sterile, consisting of a stiff clay and disintegrated slate, largely underlaid by a retentive hardpan.

Hudson River is on the w. boundary of the co. and along its bank extends an intervale varying
from a few rods to a half mile in width, and bounded by a series of bluffs 100 to 200 feet in height.
From the summits of the bluffs to the foot of Petersburgh Mts. the country assumes the character
of a broken, hilly upland.
This region is composed of the drift deposits mixed with disintegrated
slates, in some places the clay, and in others the sand, predominating.
The valley of Kinderhook Creek, Little Hoosick and Hoosick Rivers extends through the e. part
of the CO,
The summit level in this valley at S. Berlin, between the waters flowing s. and those
flowing N., is 600 feet above tide. The numerous streams that flow from the Petersburgh Mts.
westward to the Hudson have worn deep ravines through the clay bluffs, forming lateral valleys,
which extend eastward from the valley of the Hudson. Among the wild and rocky regions of the
Petersburgh Mts. are numerous small lakes and ponds, forming a peculiar and beautiful feature
;

of the landscape.

Several interesting mineral springs are found within the county.
and a large portion of the uplands, are adapted to grain, and produce
liberal crops, chiefly of corn, oats,
spring wheat, potatoes, and flax but the soil is generally best
adapted to grai-ing and dairying, especially along the e. towns, where these occupations form the

The narrow

intervales,

;

leading pursuits. IVIanufactures are extensively carried on at Troy and in the Hoosick Valley, and
commerce has received much attention at Troy, and, at an earlier day, at Lansingburgh.
The principal works of internal improvement in the co. are the Troy & Greenbush R. R., a continuation of the Hudson River R. R. to Troy the Albany & West Stockbridge R. R., extending
from Greenbush in a s.e. direction, through East Greenbush and Schodack, to the s. bounds of the
;

7 mi. from the river; the Troy & Boston R. R.,
extending from Troy n. E. through Lansingburgh, Schaghticoke, Pittstown, Hoosick, and a corner of Petersburgh, to the Vt. line the Troy &
Bennington R. R., forming a branch (S/^^j mi. long) of the Troy & Boston R. R., from Hoosick
Fall Junction to the State Line toward Bennington, Vt.; and the
Vt. & Canada
CO

,

;

Albany,
R. R., extending through Schaghticoke across the n, w. corner of the co., terminating at
Eagle
Besides these lines, which are within the co.,
Bridge, where it connects with the Vt. roads.
several others communicate with Troy from the w. side of the river.
these are the A. V. &

Among

included a large share of the Rensselaer
ticoke, and a part of Lansingburgh.
652
1

This

CO.

Manor

e.

of the river, and the present towns of Hoosick, Pittstown, Pcbagh>
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which sends a branch to West Troy; a branch of the N. Y. Central R. R., extcndhig to
The
Schenectady;' and the Rensselaer & Saratoga R. R., extending from Troy to Saratoga.
Northern and Erie Canals also both connect with the Hudson at Troy, and there is an uninterC. R. R.,

rupted steamboat navigation to New York.^
The first newspaper in the county was established at Lansingburgh, in 1787.'
city of Troy, situated at the head of sloop navigation on the Hudson.'
the joint expense of city and co., and containing the courtroom and co.
situated on the corner of Congress and Second Sts.^ The jail is on Ferry,

The county seat is the
The courthouse built at

—
—

and

city offices*

is

A house of industry, for the support of paupers, located on a farm of 140 acres
2 mi. s. E. of the city, was founded in 1821, on the plan of Count Rumford. In 1857 the co. poorhouse was reported as being located upon a farm of 152 acres. The co. poor were let, by contract,
at $1 per week, the contractor having free use of the farm, and the services of the paupers as far
as they were able to labor.'
corner of Fifth

St.

The greater part of the co. was included in the patent of Killian Van Rensselaer, in 1630;
and the first settlement was made by tenants under him the same year.® The lands were held by
the same tenure as those in Albany co., and similar difficulties have frequently occurred in
endeavoring

Upon

the death of the late Stephen

A

R. R. bridge 1600 feet long, upon this road, crosses tlio
at Troy. Connected witli it is a common road bridge.
facilities for travel are in .striking contrast to
60 years ago. By an act of March 30.
condition of

These ample

the
things
179S, Ale.\ander J. Turner and Adonijah Skinner, for a period of
5 years, obtained the e.xcUisive right of running a stage wagon,
drawn by at least two good horses, at intervals of one week, (unless
on the
prevented by badness of roads,) from Troy to Hampton,
border of Vermont. They were allowed to charge 5 cts. per mi.
for passengers, and a like sum for every 150 lbs. of baggage over
14
*

Rensselaer

.

The Trojan,

lbs.

The N'irthern
started at

Babcock:

Tlie

and Lansingburgh Advertiser was
Lansingburgh, May 15, 1787, by Claxton &

Centinel

was subsequently removed

to Albany.
liaiisliigburgliGazette, started inl798, was subsequentlj' for many years published as
it

da.,

was started

in 1835,

and continued a few

months.

Hudson
2

Van

divided, the portion e. of the river passing into the hands of his son William P. ;
since that time a considerable portion of the leased land has been conveyed a. fee.^ During

and
1

to enforce the collection of rents.

manor was

the

The

State Journal

was issued

in 1836

by Richards & Mastin,

and continued 1 year.
Th^ Kexo York State Journal was published

in 1837

by

T. Ilax-

tun.

Troy Daily Mail was started in 1837 by Wellington & Nafew,
and was continued until 1841.
The Troy Daily Bulletin was started in Dec. 1841, by R. ThompTlie

son.

The Troy Daily Herald was published in 1843 by Isaac D. Ayres.
Tlie Troy Temperance Mirror was issued in 1843 by Bardwell &
Kneeland.

The Family Journal was started
1848,

The New

it

in 1844

by Fisk & Co. In

Sept.

appeared as

Yorlt

Family Journal,

and

it

is still

continued.
The Rensselaer Cnunty Gazette, but it is now published under its
The Troy Post was commenced by Alexander McCall, and iu
first title by Alexander Kirkpatrick.
1845
it was superseded by
was
started
in
1798
at
Farmers'
The
Lansingburgh by
Register
Fisk & Avery were the pubFrancis Adancourt it was removed to Troy a few years The Troy Traveler, da. and w.
after, where it was published until 1832.
lishers, and Wm. L. Avery editor.
The liaiisliigljurgli Democrat was commenced in The Trojan was started in 1845, and continued several years.
Dec. 1838, by Wm. J. Lamb, by whom it is still published. The Rensselaer County Temperance Advocate was begun iu 1846
The Golden Rule -was established at Lansingburgh in 1841 by
by S. Spicer.
the Rev. K.W. Smith, and was published several years. The Daily Telegraph was published at Troy in 1846.
The Juvenile Pearl, of the same place, was started Sept. 1, 1845, The Journal of Temperance was started in 1846 by Wm. Ilagei
Tile IVational "Watchman was comraemed in 1847
by Rev. J. A. Pitman.
The Farmers' Orach, started at Troy by Luther Pratt in 1796,
by ."Vllcn & Garnet, and is still published.
The Troy Daily Times was founded in ISol by J. M.
was of short duration.
was
at
in
1798
started
Francis,
liy whom it is still published.
The Worthern Bndget
Troy
by
Robert Moffitt and Col. Wells, and has been con- La Ruclir. Canadienne was established at Troy in 1851 by Dorian & Mathiot.
tinued to the present time, with slight changes of
name. It is now issued as a daily and weekly by F. L. The Nassau Gazttte was started in Dec. 1850 by J. M Geer.
Tlie .Lutheran I/erakl, semi-nio., was started at West Saiid
Hagadorn.
Lakebv II. L. T>..x. in 1844.
The Troy Gazette was founded in 1802 by Thomas Collier, and
The Greentousli Guardian was commenced in Aug.
was discontinued before 1818.
1856
by A. J. Goodricli. It is now published by J. 1).
Tlie Troy Post was commenced Sept. 1, 1812, by Parker & Bliss,
Comstock.
and was changed July 15, 1823, to
*
of Jan. 11,1793. the sum of £600 was appropriated
an
act
until
Jan.
1833.
1,
By
The Troy SetUinel, semi-w., and continued
From May 1, 1830, to Aug. 1831, a daily edition was for the erection of a courthouse and jail, to be built uniler the
;

,

issued.

was commenced in 1825
by Adolphus Skinner.
Troy Review, or Religious and Musical Repository, began
Jan. 4, 1826, and continued 2 years.

The Evangelical
The

Restorationist, semi-mo.,

direction of Cornelius Lansing, Jacob C. Schernierhorn, Aliraham
Ten Eyck, Mahlon Taylor, and Jacob Vanderheyden, who, with
a further
others, had pledged £1000 for that purpose. In 1794
sum of £800 was granted ; in 1797, $5500 ; and in 1798, $500.

6 The first co. officers were
Anthony Ten Eyck, Judge Moss
Kent, Sui-rogate; Nicholas Schuyler, Clerk; and Albert Pawpul)lished in 1828.
1828
in
was
started
ling,
Sherif.
by
Troy Republican (Anti-Masonic)
8 This
Austin & Wellington, and was continued about a year.
building was begun in 1828 and finished in 1S31. It
The Nortficrn Watchman (Anti-Masonic) was commenced in is in the Grecian style, modeled from the temple of Theseus at
1S31 by E. Wellington. In 1832 it was styled
Athens, omitting the side columns, and is built of Sing Sing
marble. The first building was of brick, an the present courtThe Troy Watchman, and was continued one or two years.
Tlie Gospel Anchor, (Univ.,) started in 1831, was published by house site.
' Senate Doc.No.S, 1857.
The committee making this report
John M. Austin, and afterward by II. J. Green it was
were very severe in their censure of the manner iu which
continued until 1834.
of its arrangeTfie Troy Pre-^s was started in 1832 by Wm. Yates and Seth this establishment was kept, the inadequacy
Richards, and was continued until July 1, 1834. From ments, and the treatment of its inmates.
8
See page 157.
18.33 a daily edition was issued.
The TroyAVhlg, da. and w., was founded in July, 1834, by 9 The proportion of leased land in Inthe several towns m 1858
Stephentown nearly all
James M. Stevenson, and is still continued. The weekly is stated by the agents as follows :—

The Evangelical Repository

(Univ.)

;

was

Tlie

;

leased ; in Grafton, Nassau, Schodack, E.Greenbush, N. Greenbush,
Berlm and Peters;

since Sept. 1855, has been pulilished as

The Troy American,
Tlie

and Brunswick, each about two-thirds leased

by George Abbott.

Troy Statesman was commenced

in 1834,

by

T. J. Suther-

land.

The Botanic Advocate was published in 1834 bj Russell Buckley.

all free,
burgh, each about one-half leased; Poestenkill, nearly
hold and Sand Lake, one-third originally deeded, and one-third
of the remainder now leased.
;
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border of the co. ^vas repeatedly ravaged by the enemy and the
broken up. Upon the approach of Burgoyne's army, in 1777, the American
families hastily fled with such property as could be easily removed, leading the houses and farms
to be plundered by the enemy.
Scouting parties of the British penetrated as far s. as LansingThe battle of Bennington was fought within the limits of the co., Aug. 16, 1777;^
burgh.
and from that moment the American cause daily grew brighter.^ The proprietor of the manor
the French wars, the n.

settlements

-n-ere

extended every possible assistance to the distressed families flying before the invaders, proving
their hour of need.

to

them a sincere friend in

BERLiIX— was

formed from Petersburgh, Schodack, and Stephentown, March

21, 1806,

A

portion of Sand Lake was taken off in 1812. It lies near the center of the e. border of the co.
Its surface consists of 2 ranges of mountains separated by a narrow valley extending x. and s.
The hilly region is wild and broken, and the declivities are generally precipitous. The principal

streams are Kinderhook Creek, flowing s., and Little Hoosick River, flowing n. The headwaters of these streams are but a few rods apart, near S. Berlin. The w. part of the town is
covered with forest, in which are several fine lakes. The soil in the valley is a gravelly loam, but

among

the mountains

it

is

a hard

sterile clay

intermixed or covered with fragments of rock.

Berlin, (p. v.,) containing326 inhabitants, Soutli Berlin (p. v.) and Center Berlin, (p. v.,)

West

are all situated in the valley of the Little Hoosick.
Berlin is a p. o. Godfrey Brimmer located near N. Berlin in 1765.^ The first church (Seventh Day Bap.) was formed at N.
Wm. Coon was the first preacher.''
Berlin, in Dec. 1780
;

BRU3fS"f*"ICK

—

A

was formed from Troy, March 20, 1807.
part of the town was reannexed
Troy, April 15, 1814. It lies a little n. w. of the center of the co., upon the hilly region w.
The most elevated portions of the town, in the
of the summits of the Petersburgh Mts.
extreme e. and in the n.w. parts, are 800 to 1000 feet above tide. The principal streams are
Poesten Kil, its tributary Quacken Kil, and Tomhannock Creek. The soil upon the summits
to

of the hills

is

hard and

loam intermixed with
hay

sterile,

clay.

but in the valleys and lowlands

The people

it consists of a fertile,
gravelly
are largely engaged in furnishing milk, vegetables, and

BrunsTVick. Center, East Brunswicli.,^ Millville, (Eagle
Cropsej'ville® (P-o.) are small villages. The first settlement was made about
by a company of Germans.'' This town sufiered greatly upon the approach of Burgoyne in

to the

Troy market.

Mills p.o.,) and
1760,

1777, and after the battle of Saratoga many families of royalists withdrew to Canada, and but
few returned. There are 4 churches in town.*

EAST GREElVBrSII—was formed from Greenbush, as " Clinton," Feb. 23, 1855, and its
name was changed April 14, 1858. It lies on the bank of the Hudson, s.w. of the center of the
CO.
The blufis which border upon the river rise from the edge of the water to an elevation of 100
to 300 feet.
The principal one of these, opposite Albany, is known as Pon-o-kose Hill.' From the
summits of these bluffs the surface spreads out into a rolling upland, rising toward the e. The
chief streams are Tierken Kil,^" or Mill Creek, in the central, and Moordeners Creek in the s. w.
The soil consists of sand, gravel, and clay, and is very fertile. There are
part of the town.
several sulphur springs in town, the principal of which is opposite Albany and is known aa

"Harrowgate."

A

large island called Papskanee" lies in the river, and belongs to this town.
It contains the Greenbush and Schodack Aca(p.o.) is the only village.

East Oreenbush

demy^^ and about a dozen houses.
J

Settlements are supposed to have

See p. 556.

From

this time the timid were emholdened, the secretly disoyerawed, and great mimbers before undecided now
committed their fortunes to the cause of freedom.
8
Among the other ea\ly settlers were Reuben Bonesteel and a
family named Richer, wlio came in soon after Mr. Brimmer. In
17ii9. Peter Simmons and .Jacob 0. Cropsey lived at the Hollow,
and in the same j'ear Daniel Hull and Joseph Green came into
town. Col. Bentley settled near N. Berlin, and Thos. Sweet,
a blacksmith, at S. Berlin. .Tas. Green, a son of .Joseph G.,
died in 1S57. aged 100 years. Daniel Hull kept the iirst tavern
before the Revolution, and Hezekiah Hull opened an inn goon
after the war. Caleb Bentley built the first grist mill, and Amos
Sweet the first saw-mill, in 1780. Dr. John Forbes, the first
physician, located at S. Berlin in 1775. Soon after the battle of
Lexington, two companies were formed in this nrid the adjacent
towns, a part of whom were stationed at D. Hull's for local proi^ction ; the others were engaged elsewhere in active service.
2

satisfied

*
B

commenced here

as early as

The census reports 3 churches; 2 Bap. and Christian.
This village is the seat of a cotton batting and a sash and

blind factory.
6
T

A woolen factory and tannery are located here.
Among the early settlers were David Coons, and

families

named Hardwick, Braunschweiger. Springer, Borck, Hayner,
Outhout, Van Amam, Hogg, fisher, Benn, Watson, Fret,
Quackenboss, Muller, Goeway, and Clum. A man named File
inn, near the Lutheran Church, in 1790, and
the first store at Cropseyville. The first factory
a
was erected by company at "Albia," now a part of Troy. The

kept the

first

Henry Clum
first

mill

was

built by

Gross, in 1792, with

no

ax. saw, and auger.
8 -2 M.
E., Ev. Luth., and Presb.
9 Name as
given by an aged Stockbridge Indian.
10
Signifying "blustering or noisy creek."
11 Sometimes written "
and "

Poepskenekoos"

12

This academy

is

now nearly extinct.

tools

but an

Papakenea."
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During the war of 1812, extensive barracks were erected on the hills e. of Greenbush
and fur several years the place vi^as the center of active military preparation, and the

rendezvous of large bodies of troops.^ Edmund C. Genet, Minister of the French Republic to the
U. S., was long a resident of this town, and died here July 14, 1834. There is but 1 church (Ref.
Prot. D.) in town.

«;UAFTO]V—was

formed from Troy and Petersburgh, March 20, 1807. It lies n. of the
upon the summits of the Petersburgh IMts. Its surface is very rocky and
broken, and a large part of it is yet covered with forests. The summits of the hills are 800 to
1200 feet above tide, and many of them are covered with huge and jagged masses of graywacke.
Among the hills are 25 ponds, several of which cover an area of several hundred acres eacli.^ The
Quacken Kil is the principal stream. The soil is chiefly clay, underlaid by hardpan, and is wet,
Mineral paint is made from the red argillite at Quackenkill. Concold, and hard of cultivation.
siderable quantities of wood, tan bark, and charcoal are sent from this town to Troy.
Grafton'*
The first
(p.v.) contains 14 houses, East OrafYon (p. v.) 12, and Quackenkill (p.o.) 10.
settlements were made by tenants under Van Rensselaer they paid an average annual rent of 10
bushels of wheat per 100 acres.* The census reports 2 churches Bap. and M. E.
center of the

co.,

;

;

GREEUfBUSII®—was formed
poration

is

dated

March

from "Rensselaerwyck," April

A part of Sand Lake was

17, 1795.

10, 1792.

set off in 1812,

Another act of incorand "Clinton" (now E.

Greenbush) and N. Greenbush in 1855, leaving but the corporate bounds of the village as defined
by the act of April 9, 1852. Its surface consists of the flat intervale on the river and a portion

Oreenbusb

The soil is clay mixed with sand and alluvial deposits.
The upper part of the village, locally known
incorp. April 14, 1815.' Pop. about 3303.
as "East Albany," contains the depots, freight houses, and machine shops of the several railroads
which terminate opposite Albany, and is a place of considerable business.^ The first settlement
of the adjacent hillsides.
(p.v.)

was

was made previous to 1631.^ A ferry was established at the mouth of Beaver Creek in 1642, and
was first kept by Hendrick Albertsen. The country around " Beverwick" was thrown into alarm
by the news of the Indian massacre at Esopus in June, 1G63, and the settlers took refuge in Fort
Cralo, on the patroon's farm, and a night watch was established.^" There are 4 churches in the
village.^^

IIOOSICK.12—was

and as a town, March 7, 1788. It
narrow valley of Hoosick River,
and the wild, rocky regions of the Taghkanick and Petersburgh Mts., rising respectively on
the E. and w.
The two highest peaks are Fondas Hill in the s. e. and Potters Hill in the s. w.
each about 900 feet above tide. The valleys are very narrow, and are bordered by steep hillsides.
A belt of dark slate, which is quarried for roofing, extends along the e. bank of the river. East
The
of the river, the rocks consist of a slaty shale and limestone, the latter furnishing lime.
principal streams are Hoosick and Walloomsac'* Rivers, Punch Kil, White Creek, and Shaw Brook.
The soil among the mountains is hard and sterile, but in the valleys it is principally clay, mixed
with disintegrated slate. In the s. e. corner pre 3 springs, fi'om which issue nitrogen gas." Flax
lies in

"b

,1

formed as a

the n.e. corner of the co.

very extensively cultivated.^*

Among

district,

Considera)

24, 1772,

lo attention is also

the early settlers were the names of Van Brj-^-n,
Vandenburgh, Witbeck, Cuyler, and

flegen, Staats, Bris,

March

Its surface consists of the

paid to manufactures.

Hoosick.

Van
In that year it is mentioned that Gerrit Teunissen de Reus
Van occupied a well stocked farm. Cornelius Maessen Tan Buren,

an early settler on the river below, died in 1648. Evert Pels
2 The cantonments contained accommodations for 4000 troops,
A'an Steltyn lived on Mill Creek at an early day.
10 The
there were also hospital accommodations for 100. ".Iiis elevated
following names of persons constituting this watch have
" Mount
to
been
wp^
sometimes
called
Madison,"
supposed
preserved. Chief Officer, Cornelius Van Ness Cornelius
position,
be a very healthy locality; but during the first >ear of its occu- Stephenson Mullen, Adam Dingermans, Gerrit Van Ness, Jan.
pation much sickness occurred, in consequence of the unavoid- .Turiaensen, Jan.Van Ness, Jacobus .lansen, Tymau llendricksen,
See Mann's Vedical ^kctchex. Wra. Bout, (Corporal,) Jan. Outhout, Hendrick Van Nes, Heniible exposures of the camp.
Several military executions for desertion took place here during drick Maessen, (Van Buren,) Gerret Teunisson, Hans Jacobseu,
Hendrick Williamson, and Claes Claessen.
the wai. The old barracks have nearly d:jappeared.
11 Presb..
8 These
B.C., (St. Johns,) Prot. E., and M. B.
ponds are noted for the wild bei'.aty of their locality,
12
of
and they are favorite resorts
Variously spelled Hoosack, Hosack, Hoosick, &c. By somn
sportsmen.
* Often called " Grafton Center," and formerly "Patrnrnts Afills."
it is said to be an Indian name, and by others to be derived
6
Alexander Hosack, an early settler.
Among the first settlers were families named Coon, Dim- from
13 In
early maps and documents variously spelled "Wallommons, and Owens. Stephen McClieenfey kept the first store and
"
"
at
an
the
was
built
A
mill
in
1800.
Wallnm.schock," Walmscock," "Walsock,"
"Wailamsock,"
paearly day by
ton,
grist
"
"
"
troon at the Center.
lamsohock," Wallamsac," Walmseec," Walloomscoick," ami
''
8 It was named Greene Bos-'Ji
Walmsook."
^>y the Dutch, from the pine
I''
This gas is not combined with the water, but seems to coma
woods which originally covered the flats. Called by the Indian
names of Pe tu-<iua-i»en and Tuscum-cartick in early docu- from the gravel beds beneath. By pressing upon a surface equal
in
IS-ia.
was
annexed
to 4 or 5 inches square, a quart of gas can be collected in 10
ments. A part of Sand Lake
' The
village was purchased and laid out in 180C, and fiir seconds.— faxon's Geol. Survey, Kens. Co., p. 29; Becl^'s Mineralthe
several years after its growth was quite rapid.
During
Offv of JSr. r., p. 134.
16 in 1854 the
War of 1S12 it contained from 50 to 70 houses.
product of the flax crop was over 250,000 lbs. of
3 See
552.
lint and 8300 bush, of seed.
page
Wesipe.

;

—
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1827. Pop. 1200. It contains Ball's Seminary, 2 foundries, 2
(p.v.) was incorp. April 14,
cotton factories, 2 reaping and mowing machine factories, and 1 establishment for the manufacture
of machinery for cotton and woolen factories. JVortll HoosicR^ (P-'^O contains 175 inhabi-

Falls

Busfeirks Bridge (p. v.) 125; Hoosick. Comers (Hoosick p.o.) contains 30
Eagle Bridge (p. v.) 14, Walloomsac^ 12, "West Hoosick (p. o.) 10, and
Potter Hill (p-o.) 7. This town was included in the Hoosick Patent,^ granted June 3, 1688,
tants,

and

houses.

and the Walloomsac Patent,* granted June 15, 1739. The first settlements were made upon the
Hoosick Patent by several Dutch families.® A Dutch church was founded, and known as the
"
Tyoshoke Church," at San Coick, near the n. border of the town. The settlement at Hoosick
was entirely broken up by a party of French and Indians on the 28th of Aug. 1754. Two persons
were killed, and the houses, barns, and crops were destroyed.® The next day the settlement
of San Coick, s. of Hoosick, was also destroyed. The battle of Bennington was fought in this town,
Aug. 16, 1777.'' The census reports 6 churches in town.^

liAWSIRfGBURGH*—was formed from Troy and Petersburgh, March 20, 1807.
was annexed from Schaghticoke in 1819. A part of Troy was taken off in 1836, and a part

A

tract

of Bruns-

extending along the Hudson. In the s. part the river
but in the n. the bluffs rise directly from the water. In
The high bluff e. of the village is
the N. E. is a high, rocky hill, 400 to 600 feet above the river.
called Diamond Rock. The streams are Deepi Kil and Koola Kil. The soil is a gravelly and clayey

wick in 1839.
intervale

loam.

is

It is a

narrow

strip of land

one-fourth of a mile in width

The people

malt liquors.

;

are largely engaged in the manufacture of brushes, oilcloths, flax cordage,

A lock at Troy admits the passage of sloops up to this place.-"

and

Liansingbiirgb"

and other manufactories, the Lansingburgh Aeadcmy,^'^ a
(p. v.) contains extensive brush, oilcloth,
Female Seminary,^^ 6 churches, 2 printing offices, and about 4000 inhabitants, A covered bridge
"
1 On some
maps called McNamarasville."
a paper mill and machine shop.
2

8

It

is

the seat of

This village contains a paper mill.
This patent was granted to Maria Van Rensselaer, Ilendrick

Van

Ness. Jacobus

Van Cortlandt, and Gerrit Finnise.

Tlie

Tract, a distance of 2
patent extended from the Schaghticoke
"
mi. each side of the river, up to a certain fall, called Quea place called Nachthe
to
from
said
and
creek,
falls,
up
quick
;

a-quick-quack."
* This
patent contained 12,000acres, on both sides of Walloomsac Kiver, and lying iiartly in Washington co. and Vt. it was
granted to Edward Collins, James De Lancy, Gerardiis Stuyvesant, Stephen Van Rensselaer, Charles Williams, and Frederick Morris.
6
Among these early settlers were Adam Vrooman, (an Indian
trader,) Ilenry Van Ness. Abraham Fort, Lewis and Peter Vicle,
John Van Buskirk, Walter VanVechten, Geo. B. Nichols, Jacob
Odekirk, Daniel Bradt, and Heykert Borie.
6 The invaders were
supposed to be Schaghticoke Indians, who
a little time before had abandoned their settlements and gone to
Canada. The lossof the two settlements was estimated at £4000.
Smith's Hist, of N. Y., Alb. ed.. p. 307 ; Trans. Ag. Soc, 1848, p.
909; HaWs Hist. Eastern Vt., p. 66.
1 The Battle of
Bennington was one of the most important of
the military events connected with the expedition of Burgoyne
in 1777. About the first of Aug. the Briti.sh army reached the
Hudson and took possession of Fort Edward. For seveml weeks
they had been engaged in repairing the bridges and in clearing
the roiids from the impediments left by the retreating Americans; and, upon their aYrival at the Hudson, Burgoyne conHis
gratulated himself that his troubles were at an end.
greatest source of embarrassment was in securing provisions
for his array and in <jbtaining means of transportation. With
15 days' hard labor he was only enabled to bring 10 bateaux and
4 days' provisions from Lake Ge(jrge. Learning that the Americans had collected a large quantity of military stores, cattle, and
horses at Bennington, he was persuaded by Maj. Skene, against
the advice of his most experienced officers, to send a party to capture them. The detachment consisted of 500 Hessians, Canadians,
and tories, under the command of Col. Baum.
They were in"
structed to try the affections of the county, to mount Reidsel's
dragoons, to complete Peters's corps, [of loyalists,] and obtain a
This accomlarge supply of cattle, horses, and carriages."
plished, he was to .scour the country from Kockingham to Otter
Creek, go down as far as Brattleboro, and join the main body by
The detachment left the camp at
the great road to Altiany.
Fort Edward, Aug. 13: and on the evening of the same day
On
tliey surprised and captured 5 Americans at Cambridge.
the 14th they advanced .as far as the mill upon W.alloomsac
Kiver, in theN. e. jiart of Hoosick and within 12 mi. of Bennington. Gen. Stark, who commanded the American forces at
Bennington, learning of the approach of the enemy, took immediate measures for defense. lie sent an order to Col. Warner,
at Manchester, to march immediately with his regiment of
Green Mountain Boys; he rallied the neighboring militia, and
on the 13th he sent out an advance guard of 200 men, under
Ou the
J/ieut. Col. Gregg, to impede the progress of the enemy.
:

—

morning of the 14th he marched with his whole force to the
support of Gregg, and about 5 mi. from Bennington he met
Gregg in full retreat, with the enemy within 1 mi. of him.
Botli armies chose strong positions and throw up temporary
intrenchments. Baum, alarmed at the number of Americans,
sent for a reinforcement. On the 15th a heavy rain set in; and
the day was spent in skirmishing and in preparing for the
battle. Col. Warner's regiment arrived at Bennington in the
evening, and there stopped to dry themselves and recruit after
their fatiguing march.
Stark, fearing the enemy might receive
reinforcements, resolved to attack them early on the morning of
tlie 16th.
Previous to the signal for attack he made the follow" See
there, men there are the
ing laconic speech to his men
red-coats.
Before night they are ours, or Molly Stark will he
a widow." The attack was at once made simultaneously at all
points. The Indians fled at the beginning of the conflict, and
the tories were soon driven from their posts, leaving the Hessians to sustain the weight of the engagement. After 2$ hours
of hard fighting the enemy gave way at all points, and commenced a disorderly retreat. While the Americans were busy
in plundering the abandoned camp of the enemy, and in detached parties were engaged in pursuit. Col. Breynian, with a
reinforcement of 500 men, arrived. He met the flying fugitives
about 2 mi. from the scene of action, and immediately charged
upon the broken ranks of the Americans. The ,tide of battle
now turned, and Stark had the mortification of seeing his army
driven helplessly from the field where they had so lately been
At this moment Col. Warner's regiment arrived
victorious.
from Bennington and checked the advance of the British.
Stark rallied his broken forces behind the fresh troops, and
soon the battle again became general. At sunset the British
fled toward the Hoosick and were pursued by the Americans
until dark. The .Americans lost about 30 killed and 40 wounded.
:

!

British loss, in killed, wounded, and prisoners, was 934.
residt of this battle was disastrous in the extreme to Biirgoyne, and contributed more than any other event to his final
surrender at Saratoga.
8 2 M.
E., Bap., Ref. Prot. D., R. C, and Union.
* The town was named from the
village, and the latter was

The
The

named from Abraham Jacob Lansing, its founder.
W This lock was completed and opened for use Sept. 10, 182.'^.
About 1800 the State expended large sums for the improvement
of navigation to this place, and granted a lottery for that purpose.
11
Formerly known as "iVcro City." It was once claimel by
Vermont as within its jurisdiction. See page 18.
12 The
Lansingburgh Academy, chartered Feb. 8, 1796. By an
act passed I'eb. 20, 1816, the trustees of this academy were

authorized to subscribe 1000 shares to the Bank of Lansingburgh. A. Reed, from New Windsor, Conn., commenced school
here in 1793, in a gambrel roofed builiing, used as the first
meeting house. Rev. Dr. Lee taught the languages at the same
time.
13 In Oct.
1857, Rev. Salmon Hatch opened a private female
seminary and boarding school. It has about 100 pupils, and
employs 9 teachers.
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The Troy & Boston R. R. passes through tlio town. The
to Waterford.
was founded by Abraham Jacob Lansing, about 1770. It was first organized under the
name of "Stone Arabia" in 1771.^ In May, 1775, 50 of the citizens at the head of whom was
A. J. Lansing, the proprietor signed articles of association pledging themselves to sustain the
measures recommended by the Continental or Provincial Congress. The first act of incorporation
under the State government was passed April 5, 1790, at which time the village was included in the
In 1791 it was included in the town of Troy. The place rapidly
town of " Rensselaenoyck."'^
increased in population, and early became an important trading and commercial village. The
first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was organized in 1784; and reorganized in 1792 as a Presb. church.*

here crosses the Hudson
village

—

—

Spei^letown is a village of 15 houses.*
IVASSAU —was formed from Petersburgh,

Stephentown, and Schodack, March 31, 1806, by the
It liea near the center of the s.

of " Philipstown."^ Its name was changed April 6, 1808.
border of the co. Its surface is very broken. Snake Hill, in the

name

s. w., is about 800 feet above tide.
principal streams are Kinderhook and Tsatsawassa* Creeks, and Valatie Kil. There are several
The
fine lakes among the hills, the principal of which are the Tsatsawassa and the Pattawassa.

The

Psanticoke Swamp, w. of the center, covers several hundred acres. The soil is clay and gravel underby hardpan. Considerable manufacturing is carried on in town.^ Nassau, (p. v.,) incorp.
March 12, 1819, is the seat of Nassau Academy. Pop. 300. East IVassau (p. v.) has 45 houses,

laid

Uoag-s Corner (p. v.) 25, Alps (p. v.) 24, JVortli IVassau (p. v.) 15, and Millers Corners 10. Slab City* is a hamlet. Brainards (p. v.) contains a female seminary and 20
houses.' The first settler was Hugh Wilson, who located on the site of Nassau Village in 1760.'°
At that time a few families of the Stockbridge Indians were living where Mr. Hoag's orchard now
to Jos. Primmer a tract of land n. of Iloags Pond,^^ and another
Wilson, May 16, 1760.^^ Within the last 20 years a considerable quantity
There are 7 churches in town."
of land has been allowed to produce a second crop of timber.

stands.^^

tract

s.

of

The Indians conveyed
it

to

Hugh

GREEIVBUSH—

was formed from Greenbush, Feb. 23, 1855. It lies upon the
IVORTH
Hudson, directly w. of the center of the co. The clay blufi"s, 100 to 200 feet high, rise from the
edge of the water, leaving little or no intervale. From the summits of the bluffs the surface spreads
The principal stream is
out into a rolling upland, broken by the deep gulleys of the streams.
Wynants Kil, in the n. e. Aries Lake, on the e. border, is a fine sheet of water. The soil is a
sandy and gravelly loam interspersed with patches of clay. The people are extensively engaged in
supplying the markets of Albany and Troy with garden vegetables and milk. Batll,^^ opposite
the upper part of Albany, contains about 12 houses, Defriestville^^ (P- v.) 12, and Wynantskill (p.v.) 15. The first settlement, made by tenants under Van Rensselaer, was among the first
in the

manor."

There are 3 churches in town.^*

PETERSBURG!!''—was formed from

Stephentown, March 18, 1791. lis boundary on tho
was changed, Jan. 4, 1793 parts of Berlin and Lansingburgh were taken off in 1806,
Nassau and Grafton in 1807. It lies upon the e. border of the co., n. of the center.

line of Berlin

and parts of

;

two precipitous mountain ridges separated by the narrow valley of Little
Hoosick River. The highest peaks are 1000 to 2000 feet above tide. The mountain regions are
barren and almost inaccessible. The Hoosick River breaks through the Taghkanick Mts. in the
The soil in the valley is a gravelly loam. Petersburgb, (p.v.,) formerly " BensN. e. part.

Its surface consists of

" Strme
1 At the first
Arabia," held Jan. 1, 1771,
meeting in
was voted that A. J. Lansing and his heirs forever should he
a committee of the village, with a power equal to each of the
four annually chosen by the people.
2
By au act of 1790, John Van Rensselaer, Charles Tillman,
Elijah James, Aaron Ward, Stephen Goreham, Ezra Hickock,
and Levinus Lansing, were appointed trustees, to take charge
of the waste lands of the village and to perform certain municipal duties, their successors to be elected annually.
3 The census
reports 8 churches ; 2 M. E., 2 I'resb., Bap., African Meth., Prot. E., and R. C.
* The first settlers of this village were Charles W. Douglass
and John FoUet.
6 Named from
Philip Van Rensselaer.
* Sometimes written "Tackawasick."
t There are afoundery and machine shop at Nassau Village, a
paper mill at Brainards, a carding niacliine and chair factory at
Hoags Corner,'• and a hoe factory at Dunhams Hollow.
8
Uni'm Village P. 0."
Formerly
'•
»
Formeily Brainards Bridge F. 0." Transylvania Institute
was established here in 1887.
I*
Among the curly settlers were Thos. Hicks, Henry Post, John
McCagg, Danl. Litz, Titus Ilemsted, Abrani Holmes, Jas. Marks,
John Si. Schermerhorn, Maj. A. Brush, Reuben Bateman, Nath'l

it

David Waterbury,
Wiltsie.
Wm.
McNeil, and
is said to have been the first child born.
The first
was built on the outlet of Tsatsawassa Pond, by Mr.
Schermerhorn. before the Revolution. The first inn was kept by
Hicks before, and the first store by Hoag & Vail a little

Gillet,

Primmer
gristmill

after, the Revolution.
11
They called their village On-ti-ke-ho-mawck and their chief
was named Kesh-o-mawck.
12 This
pond was called by theearly settlers the "Beaver Dam."
13 The former of these deeds is still
preserved.
" 2 M. E., 2 Presb., Bap., Ref. Prot. D., and Union.
16 Named from a mineral
spring in the vicinity. It was laid
out as a village by the Patroon toward the close of the last
"
century. In 1800 the traveller Maude, in his Visit to Niagara,"
says that it is likely to soon surpass Troy and Lansingburgh in
trade, and Ballston and Saratoga as a watering place.
l« Sometimes called "
Blooming Grove." The first settler was
;

Martinus Sharp.
II

Among the early settlers were John Cranel, Juriah Sharpe,
Van Alstyue, Marte, David, and Philip Defriest, Philip

Roinier

Wendell, Rutger Vandenburgh, Cornelius Van Buren, John
Fonda, Ed. Hogg, and Lawrence Rysdorf.
18 2 Ref. Prot. D., Free Dutch.
IS Named from Peter Simmons, one of the first settlers.
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Four Corners

selaer Mills," contains 40 houses, and Petersburgli
settlers were Dutch, -who came in about 1750, as tenants under

many

families

in from

came

Rhode

Island.

The census

Van

(p. v.) 12.

Rensselaer.^

The

first

A few years later,

reports 3 churches.'

PITTSTOWIV —

was erected as a township by patent, July 23, 1761, and was formed as a
town, March 7, 1788. Its boundary was changed Feb. 14, 1793. It lies in the center of the n.
is mountainous in the s. and e. and declines into a moderately
hilly
part of the co. Its surface
in the s. E., are 800 to 1,000 feet above tide.
The soil is
region in the n. The highest summits,
loam.
Flax is extensively cultivated,' and there are several
principally a gravelly and slaty
manufactories in town.* Jolmsonville (p. v.) contains 35 houses, Toillliannock (p. v.) 40,

Kaymertovrn

(p. v.)

Pitfstown Corners

27,

(Pittstown p.

IVorth Pittsto\Tn

o.)

22,

Boynton

20,

and Cooksborou^Ii
Settlement
was commenced about
is a hamlet.
Mills
10.
Shermans
o.)
(Haynerville p.
1650.* The first church (Bap.) was formed in 1784 Elder Isaac Webb was the first preacher.®

Pittstoivn Station

(Valley Falls p.

o.) 16,

20,

;

POESTEIVK.IL.Ij'
1848.

—named from

near the center of the

It lies

—

principal stream ^was formed from Sand Lake, March 2,
upon the western decli\'ities of the Petersburgh Mts. The

its

co.,

central and e, portions are rugged, rocky, and mountainous, and the soil is cold, sterile, and unproThe w. part is hilly, with a gravelly loam well adapted to pastui-age. Snake Hill, near
ductive.

the center, is one of the principal elevations. Upon the Poesten Kil is a fall of about 80 feet.
One mi. w. of the falls is a medicinal spring, vnth a local celebrity for the cure of eruptions and

cutaneous diseases.*
(p.o.)

but

it

Poestenkill

(p. v.)

contains 300 inhabitants.

A

East Poestenkill

union academy was formed in
10 houses, and Barberville 16.
The census reports 4 churches.'
is not under the regents.

tliis

town in 1854,

—

SAJ\D IiAK.E was formed from Greenbush and Berlin, June 19, 1812. A part of Greenbush
was taken ofi" in 1843, and Poestenkill in 1848. It lies a little s. of the center of the co. Its surface is mountainous in the e. and hilly in the w.
Perigo Hill, in the N. E. corner, is 900 feet
above tide, and Oak Hill, near the center, is but little less in height. The e. part of the town is mostly
covered with forest.'" Wynants Kil, flowing n. w. through the center, and Tsatsawassa Creek, in
E., are the principal streams.
Along the valleys of these streams are several fine lakes, the
The soil among
principal of which are Sand, Glass, and Crooked Lakes, and Big Bovnnans Pond.
the mountains is a hard, sterile clay, but in the w. it is a good quality of gravelly loam. Three
fourths of a mi. e. of W. Sand Lake is a chalybeate spring. Large quantities of cordwood,

the

and tan bark are carried to the Troy and Albany markets. Sand Eake (p. v.) conSand Lake Seminary, a boarding school, '' foundery, cotton warp factory, 2 knitting mills,
and 300 inhabitants. West Sand L.ake" (p. v.) contains 300 inhabitants, Sliters Corners 106, and Olass Douse 200,'^ South Sand Eake is a p. o. Settlement commenced

charcoal,
tains the

The census

before the Revolution.'*

SCHAGHTICORE'®—was

reports 7 churches in town.'^

district, March 24, 1772, and as a town, March 7,
It lies on
1788, and a part of Lansingburgh in 1819.
the Hudson, in the N. w. corner of the co. The surface is principally a rolling upland, about 200
feet above the river.
The summits of the hills in the s. are 800 feet above tide. Hoosick River,

1788.

Pittstown was taken

ofi",

formed as a

March

7,

1
Among the early settlers were Wm. Prendergaat, John
Brimmer, Jacob and Godfrey Brimmer, Jolm Spencer, Hans and
Peter Bachus, Johannes Ruyter, Henry Litcher, Hans Lautman,

Barent Hogg;, Jacob Best. Petrus V'osburg. Bastian Deel, Frans.
Burn, Juriah Kreiger, Henry Young, Schoolmaster Watson, and
Long Andries. John Spencer built a log gristmill before the
Revolution, at S. Petersburgh and Barber & Murray built a
carding mill about 1800. Several of the settlers were killed or
taken prisoners during the French War, probably by the same
party that destroyed the Hoosick settlements in 1754.
2 2 M.
E., Seventh Day Bap.
» The census of 1855 reports
that, in 1854, more than 250,000
lbs. of flax and 7000 bush, of flaxseed were raised, and that
there were 13 flax mills in town.
* There are two manufactories of cotton
hags at Shermans
Mills, a paper mill at Valley Falls, and manufactories of cordage
and axes at Johnsonville.
6 Wm.
Prendergast, Stephen Hunt, and Edmund Aiken were
among the first settlers near Johnsonville; Ludovicus Viele at
Valley Falls, in 1772; and Christian Fisher and Michael Vandercook at Cooksborough. In 1770, Wm. Shepard (from New Engla nd)
settled on 500 acres: in 1778-80, Benj. Aiken (from Dutchess
and in 1785. Alex. Thompson, on 500 acres.
CO.) on 9.10 acres
Wm. Hammond kept a school at N. Pitt.«towu in 1785, and

* The census
reportslS churches; 6M.E., 3 Presb., 2 Christian,
Bap.. Ev. Luth., Friends, Union.
' Pronounced '• Poos-ten-kiU."
It is a Dutch word, signifying
"puffing or foaming creek."
8 A
bathing establishment erected here was swept away by

—

:

ilebecca

Thompson

at

Shermans

Mills in 1789.

*

a freshet.

B,ip., F.

W.

Bap., Disciple, and

I'.v.

Luth.

This town is a favorite resort of hunting and fishing parties.
The Sand Lake Collegiate Institute, estaljlished ls.0.5 by Wm.
Schram. The village also contains 1 paper and 1 flouring mill.

10

:

11
EI.

It con•t'/n/e.vi'iV^." from Bernard Uline.
also a .sawmill. 2 fl uring mills, aud 2 woolen factories.
This village was formerly the seat of an exten.sive glass fac" Jfem.telaer
tory, and was called
TiUage." The company was
organized in 1805, incorp. in 1806, and discontinued in 1852. In
1813 100 men were emjiloyed by the co.
1*
Among the early settlers were Abram Frere, Nicholas Fellows, Andreas Barent, Fred. Shaver, Abram Bristol, Eph. Quinby,
John Carmichael, Andre.is We.itherwax. and Stephen Miller.
Joshua Lockwood and Wra. Carpenter built the first grist mill
in 1708. at W. Sand Lake.
16 2 M.
E., 2 Ev. Luth., Ger. Meth., Bap., Presb.
i« Pron. " Skat-i-kook."
In old documents it is variously
" Scahwahook."
"
"
and
Sch.actekoke,"
Sehetekoke,"
12

Formerly called

.airrs

13

spelled
"

It is said to be an Algonquin word, signifying
The Stockbridge Indians called it ' Pahha-koke."

Schagcogue."

'•

landslide."
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flowing through the n, part, is bordered on a portion of its course by steep banks 200 feot high.
this stream, at the mouth of Tomhannoek Creek, is a beautiful circular valley, three-fourths of a
mi. in circumference, and bounded on nearly every side by steep hills.^ The soil is generally u

Un

fertile, saiiily or

€Oke Point

gravelly loam.

Considerable manufacturing

is

(Schaghticoke p.o.) contains a pop. of 1148.

SctiaghtiSchag'lilicoke Mill c(»ntains

carried on in town.^

25 houses, Tlie Borou^li 8, Junction (p. v.) 17, and Old Scbai^bticoke 6. About
1670, Gov. Andros settled a remnant of the Pequots and other Eastern tribes, under the name
of " Schaghticokes," in this town, on land given them by the Mohawks, as a barrier against the
Northern Indians.* By the charter of 1686 the city of Albany was allowed to purchase of the

natives 500 acres of land in this town but, neglecting to do so, Ilcndrick Van Rensselaer obtained
the same pi'ivilege in 1698. He sold his right to the city the next year, and in 1707 an Indian
deed was obtained for a tract 6 mi. square, mostly within the limits of this town. In Oct. 1709,
the city conveyed the land to actual settlers.* The early settlements suflfered greatly from Indian
:

A fort was built in 1746 at Old Schaghticoke and garrisoned by 2 companies of soldiers.
The whole settlement was abandoned on the approach of Burgoyne but, through the influence
of the royalists, the place was not burned, though held for some time by the British and Hessian
The Schaghticoke Seminary was incorp. May 4, 1836. The first church (Ref. Prot. D.)
outposts.*
was formed in 1714.^
hostilities.

;

SCIIODACK^—was formed

March

parts of Berlin and Nassau were taken

From

of the CO.

17, 1795, at the time of the division of

"

Rensselaerwych ;"^

1806.
upon the Hudson, in the s.w. corner
the river the surface rises in a series of bluffs 200 feet high, from the summits
off in

It lies

spreads out into an undulating upland inclined toward the w. Bunker Hill, the
highest point, is about 500 feet above tide. The surface is intersected by numerous deep gulleys
of small streams. The principal streams are Vierdee Kil,^ Moordeners Kil,^" Vlockie Kil, Muitzes
of which

it

(Mitch-es) Kil, and Valatie (Vola-she) Kil." The soil in the e. is clay, and in the w. a fertile,
sandy and gravelly loam. Castleton^^ (p.v.) is a fine village upon the Hudson. Pop. 431.
8cliodack I^anding' (p. v.) contains 250 inhabitants, Muitzes RilI20houses,Scliodack
Depot (p.v.) 18, £ast Scbodack (p. v.) 15, and Bunker Hill 9. Scliodack Center
and Soutti §cllOdack are p. offices. This vicinity seems to have been thickly inhabited by
native tribes at the time of Hudson's visit in 1609.'* The first settlements were made by tenants
under Van Rensselaer. Over 40 settlers are mentioned in Bleeker's survey of 1767." The census
reports 7 churches.'*

STEPHE]¥T01¥]S'«—was formed from " Rensselaerwijck," March 29, 1784.
1791, and parts of Berlin and Nassau in 1806.
Its surface consists of 2 rocky mountain ranges separated

taken

off in

Petersburgh was

It lies in the s.e. corner of the co.

by the valley of Kinderhook Creek.
The highest summits are about 1800 feet above tide. The principal peaks are Round Mt., and
Whitney and Butternut Hills, E. of the valley, and Brockway Hill and Webster Mt. w. A con* " Fourth
1 A pmall stream called the Dwaas Kil
Creek," reckoned from Albany.
(stream running both
10 " Murderers
Kil," from an obstinate battle fought between
ways) flows from the Hudson into the mouth of tlie Hoosick.
When Hoosick River suddenlj' rises, the current of this stream the settlers and a band of robbers at an early day, (traditional.)
11 " Little Fall Creek."
and it is not uncommon to see it running N.
Another small creek in town is named
is often changed
Fitch's Ag. Surv. Wash. Co., Adams Killetye, (Little Creek,) from Adam Moll, who was taken
iu the morning and s. at night.
1849, p. 939.
prisoner by the Indians while drinking of its waters.
12 Named from an ancient Indian castle on the
2 The manufactures consist of cotton and linen
goods, flax,
adjacent hills
It was first settled in 1792, and incorp. April 13, 1827. Formerly
powder, plaster, and agricultural implements.
" ilorriches Hastie."
* A
of
removed
to
in
these
and
the
called
Kent, Conn.,
1728,
portion
"
13
On the evening of the 15th he arrived opposite the monn
remainder, numbering 400, joined the French in Canada.
* These were Johan de
Wandelaer, Jr., John Heermans Vischer, tains which lie from the river side, where lie found 'a very
Corset Voeder, Daniel Kittlehuyn, Johan Knickerbacker, Louis loving people and very old men,' and the day following reached
Viele, and Derick Van Veghten, who went there to reside, and the spot hereafter to Ije honored by his own illustrious name.
were joined soon after by Martin de Lament, Woiiter Quacken- One day more wafts him up between Schodac and Castleton and
bosch, Peter Yates, David Schuyler, Wouter Oroesbeck, Philip here he landed and passed a day with the natives, greeted with
Livingston, Ignace Kip. Cornelius Vandenberg, and many others, all sorts of barbarous hospitality the land the finest for cultivation he ever set foot on;' the natives so kind and gentle that
whose descendants still reside in the vicinity.
B Col. John
Kiiickerbacker, of this town, raised a regiment when they found he would not remain with them over night,
and feared that he left them poor children of nature
because
during the Revolution.
8 A new church was built in 1760, and Bev. Elias Bunschooten he was afraid of their
weapons. he, whose quarterdeck was
was installed pastor. This quaint edifice was 60 by 40 feet, with heavy with ordnance
they broke their arrows in pieces and
low side walls and a high pitched mansard roof and turret, sur- threw them in the fire.' " Everett's Address, Inauguration Dutl
mounted by a weathercock over the southern gable. There was no ley Observatory, p. 54.
1*
burial ground attached, and the oldest is that of the KnickerAmong the names of the early settlers are Van Buren, Bai'
backer family, on the site of an Indian cemetery. The first hudt. Van Valkenburgh, Springsteen, Schermerhorn, Janze,
A
in
few
rods
s.
E.
of
burial
occurred
1715.
this
spot Ketel, Poel, Miller, Schevers, Lodwick, Huyck, Beekman, Mills,
European
"
is the
Wittenagemote," or "Council Tree," a remarkably Molls, Salsborg, Witbeck, and Nolton. The first mill was built
vigorous and symmetrical oak, more than 15 feet in circum- before the Revolution, below Castleton.
Barhydt kept the
ference. The census reports 8 churches; 2 Ev. Luth., 3 M. E., first inn, in 1778. A carding mill was erected on Muitzes Kil
1 Presb., 1 Ref. Prot. D.. and 1 R. C.
in 1800.
7 Sometimes written " Shodac"' or " Schoddack."
16 3 Ref. Prot.
D., 2 M. E.. Bap., and Ev. Luth.
8A
1* Named from
confirmatory act of incorporation was passed March 17, 1795.
Stephen Van Rensselaer.
;

—

.

;

'

;

—

!

—

'

—

—

!

—
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The principal streams are Kinderhook
siderable portion of the town is covered with forest.
and East Creeks, Black River, and Black and Roaring Brooks. The soil is hard and sterile among
the mountains, but a gravelly loam in the valleys.
Stepliento'*Tn (p. v.) contains 15 houses.

Steplientown Flats
about 20 houses.

pJienlown

contains a cotton

wadding and batting

factory,

a machine shop, and

Stephentoivn, Soutb Stephentown, and TVest Ste-

IVortli

Settlement was

are p. offices.

formed in 1782, under Rev. Justus Hall.

commenced here

in 1766.^

Rev. Robt. Miles was the

The

first

church (Bap.)

first pastor.^

TROY CITY—

was formed as a town from " BensselaerBrunswick, and parts of Grafton and
wyck," March 18, 1791.
Lansingburgh, were taken ofl" March 20, 1807, and a part of
Greenbush in 1836. A part of Brunswick was annexed in 1814.
The first village charter was passed in 1791 ;* and another
Feb. 16, 1798. The village was formally incorp. by acts passed
April 2, 1801, and April 9, 1805. The city charter was granted
A portion of Lansingburgh was annexed
April 12, 1816.

May

4,

1836.

It lies

upon the Hudson, near the center of the

Its surface comprises the alluvial flat,
w. border of the co.
three-fourths of a mile wide, upon the river, and the high bluffs
which border it on the e. The high land immediately e. of the
Mt. Ida is principally clay, and
city is known as Mt. Ida, and that on the n. e. as Mt. Olympus.
has been the scene of several destructive landslides.
Poesten Kil and Wynants Kil both break
through these hills in narrow ravines and in a series of cascades, forming an excellent water power.
The first religious meetings were held in a store, and afterward in a schoolhouse, about 1785.
The first framed house of worship was erected in 1791, now the First Presb. Church ; Rev. Jonas

There are now 33 churches in the city.*
Coe, of Lansingburgh, was the first pastor.
The Public Schools are under the charge of 20 commissioners, elected for two years.*

—

In 1857

was divided into 25 school districts, and employed 76 teachers, 14 males and 62 females.
The number of children, between 4 and 21, was 11,200, of which 7228, or 65 per cent., attended
the public schools during some portion of the year.®
The Trojj Academy, incorp. May 5, 1834, and received under the regents Feb. 5, 1839, is located
the city

near the center of the

city.

Seminary,'' situated on Second Street, between Congress and Ferry Sts., was
established at Middlebury, Vt., in 1813, removed to Waterford in 1819, and to Troy in 1821.

The Troy Female
first

It has gained a
was incorp. May 6, 1837, and received under the regents Jan. 30, 1838.
Willard.
national reputation under the charge of Mrs.
The Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute,^ endowed by Stephen Van Rensselaer, is situated near the
head of State St.
in 1824.
It was formed for the purpose of teaching the
It was
It

Emma

organized

14 proapplication of mathematics to civil engineering and the natural sciences. It numbers
fessors and has about 100 students.
Next to West Point, this institute has the best reputation, in
its

special departments, of any school in America.
The Troy Lyceum of Natural History was incorp. March

7,

1820.

Its cabinet

and library are

kept in the Troy University.

The

1

upon Mt. Ida, a beautiful situation, overlooking the city and
charge of the M. E. denomination, and was opened in 1859.
under the charge of the R. C. denomination, and is not yet fully organized.

T)-oy University^ is located

It is under the
valley.
St. Peter's College^" is

Asa Douglas,

his son

Wm., and

his

grandson Benj., Nathan

Rose, Elnatiian Sweet, and Joseph Rogers, settled near the center
of the town, Joshua Gardiner in the E. part, Edward Carr near
Lewis.
Kinderhook Creek, John Mills,
Hueted,
Berry, and rithers, toward the N. part. The first inhabitants
vrere chiefly from Rhode Island.
Wm., grandson of Asa Douglas,
was the first child born in town and he married the first white
female born in town. Hon. Stephen A.Douglas is a descendant
of the first settler of this town.
2 The cen.sus
reports 5 churches 2 F. W. Bap., Bap., CHirist.
Cong., and Presb.
8 The first tru.stees named in the act of Incorp. were Jacob D.
:

;

A

Lancasterian school was established here at an early
and continued until superseded by a special school
The present school law was passed April 4, 1849.
6 The total
receipts and expenditures for 1857 were $38,074 35.
7 More than 7000
pupils have been educated here, a large
number of whom have become teachers. See p. 742.
8 Rev. Saml. Blatchford was its first President, and Amos Eaton
its first senior prof., under whom the school obtained a high
and merited reputation.
» The
grounds of this institution cover 36 acres. The main
building is in the Byzantine style of architecture, and is 259 feet
long on an average 58 feet broad, and 4 stories high. See p. 741.
6

period,

system.

of erection,

was

The college building, in process
destroyed
Vanderhcyden, Benj. Covill, Anthony Goodspeed, John Pease,
by a landslide, March 17, 1859, and is being rebuilt on Mt. St.
Ephraim Morgan, Chris. Hutton, and Saml. Gale.
* Of these there are 7 M. E., 5 Presb., 4 Prot. E., 3Bap., 3 R.C., Vincent.
2 Wes. Meth., 2 Asso. Presb., Ger. Mission, Unit., Univ., Cong.,
Friends, Disciples, and Jews.
10
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Joseph Academy, under the charge of the R. C, was founded, in 1842, as a free school.
was enhirged, and a boarding house was annexed.

lu

it

The Troy Uospital, a charitable institution, was incorp. March 1, 1851. It was founded chiefly
through the exertions of Rev. P. Havermans, and is supported by the R. C. denomination. The
nurses belong to the Sisters of Charity.
Marshall Infirmary v>Si^iaQ,or\). in I'Ubl. It was founded by Benjamin Marshall. ThebuilJing
and grounds cost $35,000; which sum was donated by its founder.
Tioy Orphan Asylum, incorp. April 10, 1835, is situated on Grand Division between 7th and
8th Streets. The building is of brick, and has about 100 inmates. The Asylum is supported
by donations and State appropriations; and children are received between the ages of 3 and 9, and
dismissed at 10 if an opportunity offers. At this age they are indentured to farmers until the ago
of 17.
During the first 22 years over 500 had been dismissed and most of them have since filled
A school is maintained regularly in the Asylum.
respectable stations in life.
St. Marys Orphan Asylum is an institution connected with St. Marys Church, (R. C.) Tlie
male department is under the charge of the " The Brothers of the Chi'istian Schools," and the
;

"
female, of

The Sisters of Charity."
The Warren Free Institute, a school for indigent female children, was incorp. March 19, 1846.
A free church, (Prot. E. Church of the Holy
It was founded and endowed by the Warren family.
Cross,) for the pupils

and their parents,

is

connected with the Institute.

The Troy Water Works were built by the city in 1833-34, and they have been subsequently extended.
The water is drawn from Piscawin Creek, and the reservoir is sufficiently high to throw
the water to the top of most of the houses. The works are under the charge of water commissioners,
and the rents are charged to property owners and collected with the taxes.
The city is 150 miles from New York, with which it is connected by r. r., and, m he season
Its commerce is extensive, and it has a large trade with the
of navigation, by lines of steamers.
R.
Co.
have erected a magnificent depot in the central part of the
The
Union
R.
n.
and
e.
region
city for the

accommodation of the various

lines of roads that center here.^

of Troy are extensive and various.- Wynants Kil, on the s., furnishes 12 mill
Poesten Kil, on the n., has 10 sites, equivalent to
sites, with an aggregate of 2000 horse power
Besides these
1000 horse power, and the dam across the Hudson furnishes 4000 horse power.

The manufactures

;

is an immense amount of steam power in use.
In 1720, Derick Yandei'heyden' acquired from Yan Rensselaer the title to 490 acres of land,
now included in Troy, at an annual rent of of bush, of wheat and 4 fat fowls.* Tho tract was
occupied as a farm until about 1786, when a company of New Englanders induced the owners
It was surveyed between 1786 and '90, and was variously known as
to lay it out as a town.
"
Vaiiderheydens Ferry," and "Ashleys Ferry." In the spring of 1789 the place
"Ferry Hook,"
The name, Troy, was adopted at a
contained 5 small stores and about a dozen dwellings.

there

The first settlers came in soon after the war.* The
meeting of the freeholders, Jan. 5, 1789.
completion of the Erie Canal gave an impulse to this place that speedily raised it from a comparatively obscure village to a large and important city.® Several destructive fires have occurred,
occasioning great losses.'

1 The
Troy Union R. R., 214 mi. long, was built by a company, composed of persons choi?en by, and representing the interests of. the Hudson R., N. Y. Central, Troy & Boston, and Rensselaer & Saratoga R. Rs. The depot, built in 1853-54, is 400 by
150 feet, walls 27 feet, and roof a single arch, (Briggs's patent,)
supported only by the walls. It is built for 10, and has 7,
115 feet high. Four
parallel tracks its entire length. Tower,
complete suites of rooms and offices.
2 The iron manufactures consist of R. R. iron, rolled iron, spikes,
steam engines, safes, agrinails, stoves, firearms, malleable iron,
cultural implements, Ac. The business is carried on by more
than 30 firms, and gives employment to 2500 men. The Troy nail
works are among the most extensive in America. Besides
3 grist mills, several
these, there are 6 large flouring mills,
breweries and distilleries, and establishments for the manufacture of cotton and woolen goods, hosiery, paper, carriages,
about 7000 hand.s.
clothing. &c., in the aggregate employing
One establishment for the manufacture of shirts, bosoms, and
1070
others
3
hands, and 17
employ
collars employs 670 hands;
others 2750 hands. The most extensive mathematical instrument
in
this
is
located
S.
U.
city.
manufactory in the
8 A descendant of his was known as the " Patroon of Troy."
•'
« Brandt Van Slechtenhorst, director of the
Colonic of Rensselaer wyck," inlG46, pmchased for the Patroon two additional

36

tracts of land E. of the Hudson : one, called " Paanpiuick," (Field
of Com,) included the site of Troy; and the other, called Panhoosick, farther N. Brodhead's Hift. of N. K, pp. 420-504.
5 The
upper part of the city belonged to .Jacob Vanderheyden.

—

and the southern to Matthias A'anderheyden. Stephen Ashley
and Benjamin Covill were the earliest settlers under tlio Vanderheydeus. They came in about 1786; and the former kept an
inn in the old farmhouse of Matthias Vanderheyden for several
years. Dr. Saml. Gale, the first physician, came from Guilford,
Conn., in 1787. Among tlie other early settlers were Eph. Morgan, John Boardmau, Benj. Smith, Phil. Heartt, Anthony Gootlspeed, Maldon Taylor, Eben'r and Saml. Wilson, Moses Vail,
Lewis Richards, Eben'r Jones, Howard Moulton, Amasa Pierce.
Jero'h Pierce, Townsend McCoun, Nathan and Steph. WaiTen,
David Buel, and Benj., John, Saml., and Wm. Gale.
* The
following table shows the increase of the population ot
Troy for each semi-decade since 1810:
16.9.59
1835
1810..
3.895
1840
19,3.14
1815
4.841
1845
1820
21,709
5,264
28.785
1850
1825
7,8.59
1855
33,269
1830
11,556
' The fire of June
to the amount ot
20, 1820, destroyed property
to the amount of $1,000,000.
$370,000, and another, Aug. 25, 1854,

—
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dicellings, Families, FreeJiolders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Rensselaer County.
Acres of Land.

Valuation of 1858.

Population.

Schools.

a

Names of Towns.

I
a

I

t§

Berlin

Brunswick

,

East Greenbush...
Grafton

Greenbush
Hoosick
Lansingburgh
Nassau
North Greenbush
Petersburgh.
Pittstown
Poestenkill

23..il2i

11.674

15,122i
31.341
3,672i
20.281i

10,374
17.075

33.857J
14.206

Saud Lake

1.5,268i

Schaghticoke

21.979
31,531
20,982
1,898

Schodack
Stephentown
Troy City
Total

8,339

l,212i
5,754
2,181
7,388
6,311
4.247

6,696
4,474
8,039i
9,404

15

Mi,

ft?

$216,880
1,050.195
788,175
196,427
841,555
1.374,017
1.012,859
530,010
744.020
203,344
1,061,327
255,495
366,385

16,759
4,264
2,7 89i
13,017i

916,1.33

1.623,825

$20,050
166,119
111,469

1,216,314
899,644

35,.337

2.31,764

926

11,100
199,877
811.713
156,467
106,800
28,622
237.368
36.332
57,805
168,093

852,655

1,661
2,091

$236,930

1261

258,235
7.919,570 4,891.675

292,212J 101,0024

19.348,452' 7.317.763

587
358
313
707
403
522
608
757
481

289
370
131
254
299
327
391
423
137
192
497
223
291
318
612
323

6,495

1.482

15,418

6,459

777

1,67.3,894

1,824,572
686,477
850,820
231,966
1,298,695
291,827
414,190
1.084,220

239,786
39,150

455
570
227
370
709
736

1,078
1,568

3,003
1,530

1,120

911
854
1,840

913
1,337
1,643
1,859
1,209
17.046

1,863,611
297,-385

12,811,245
26,666.215 38,988

40,246

I

11,683

2
.0

Greenbush
Hoosick
Lansingburgh
Nassau
North Greenbush.
Petersburgh
Pittstown
Poestenkill

Sand Lake
Schaghticoke

Sohodack
Stephentown
Troy City
Total

640
1,163

710
966
1,217
1,177

S82
11,428
I

213

29,744

1!)

449
973
492
308

-

S-S

e
East Greenbush...
Grafton

431
771
1,374
1,563
2,113
1,187
2,217

Dairy Prodocts.

BasH. OP Gbaih.

Names of Towns.

Brunswick

773
1,132

Agricultural Products.

Live Stock.

Berlin

^2

I
676
813
.501

785

863
314
644
445
505

1,455

1,187
1,53S
1.101

3,630
1,269

765

760

2,567

632

1,128

36,360
17,350

734

1,017

637

728

1,243 22,394

2,574

14,305

178

290

651

690

8,4.39

1.176

1,188

3,458

1,838

304
780

999
770

252

863

5,708

8281

1,050

1,504

541
646

1,772
667

11,.34()

428
535
712

2,983]
878i

22,242
19,7 S9
627
35,004
10,238
16,003
55.055
60,203

997

804
742

1,218
3,064

1,036

935
1,104

1,137
1,575
1,305

5,910
3,977

472
898

2,707

956

84

361

118

1,007

1,255

3,111

10,184 12,737 16,864 64,609 25,00'

»

9<

11

03 Q.

4,071
1,288

302,522

38,638
107,400
47,234

18,726

132,088i
20.285
57,110
40,205
43,222
157,037
30,741
41,884
149.629
106,182i
41,034
6,979
1.038,355

3,280
5,082i
3,469
3,461J

25,370
88,688
48,361

6,356

33,671
9,605
24,135
50,125

759

25,750

0,0

4,070

36,590

299

8,726
64,590
45,543 82,820
158,629 29,516
65,305
2,780
90,848
1,072
95,098
3,563
161,530
107,940 118,655
7,955

978

131,241 1,291,738 538,462

4,949

63,765
65,209

5,694

69,325
10,173
124,100

1,5.50

22 643

4,751

47,924
37,261
35,882
61,860
43,224
24,716

10,593
4,740
17,682
15,611

290

11,.344

410

3,247 i
6,097

58,557 J 596,559

59,071 250,646
112,757
126

4,990
4,780

12.634
3.959
10,338

3.803i
2,715i
2,861
6,630
2.530
3,224

II
296
464
634
354

15,375
11,2.32

6.757
4.896

361
715
333
585
40

RICHMOND COUNTY.
This county^ was organized Nov. 1, 1683. It includes Staten Island,'
Shooters Island,' and the islands of the meadow in Staten Island
Sound. It is separated from Long Island by New York Bay, the
Narrows,* and New York Harbor; from Bergen, N. J., by the Kil
Van KuU and from N. J. on the w. by the Arthur Kil, or Staten
;

Staten Island

Island Sound.^

is

nearly oval-shaped,

its

longest

It is 14 mi. long by 8 broad,
diameter extending n. e. and s. w.
has an area of 58j sq. mi., and is centrally distant 146 mi. from
Albany. Princess Bay and Great Kils are small bays upon the s.
Fresh Kils is a tidal estuary extending about 3 mi. inland
shore.

from Staten Island Sound, and during high tide it is navigable
The surface of the co. is mostly level or
its whole extent.
from
the Narrows across the island, termihills
extends
of
A
broad
range
gently undulating.
nating between the branches of the Fresh Kils. Near Tompkinsville these hills attain an elevation
of 310 ft.
They are composed of granitic rock upon the n. slope and steatitic rock and serpentine
Ilematitic iron ore^ and many other interesting minerals are found in the co.''
upon the s.
the
Fresh
Kils, and along Staten Island Sound, in Northfield, and also around the head
Along
nearly

of Great Kils and the

mouth

sound and the bays adjacent

of

New

The waters of the
Creek, are extensive salt meadows.
abound in oysters; and the oyster trade is the principal

to the island

industrial pui-suit of those inhabitants not engaged in business in New York, Brooklyn, or Jersey
The right of taking oysters belongs to the owners of the adjoining banks.* At Port Richmond, Factoryville, and other places along the n. shore, are extensive manufactories.^ Market
City.

gardening

is

followed to a limited extent, chiefly to supply the home demand. The erection of
and other public establishments of the General and State Governments has given

forts, hospitals,

employment to great numbers of persons and caused the expenditure among the people of the co.
Since the establishment of regular steam ferries,^" many wealthy citiof large sums of money.
zens engaged in business in New York City have erected residences upon the island. These country seats are mostly upon the-N. shore and upon the heights that overlook the bay and sound. All
the villages along the n. shore are lighted by gas furnished by the Richmond Gas Light Works,
A company was iucorp. in 1836 to build a e. r. across the island to
located near the Quarantine.
connect with the

The

pursuant
1

Camden & Amboy R.

CO. seat is located at

to the act of

R.^^

Richmond.^^

March

A

Named from a natural son of Charles n.
Island was so named by Hudson. The Indian name
"
Matarmcke," JUonocknong," or "Aquehonga Manackyinng."

2 Staten
is

"

courthouse and

Coll.

N.

—

J. Hist. Soc., 1. 17

;

N.

Y.

Common

Council Manual,

1857, p. 545.

A

small island at the entrance of Newark Bay.
* The width of the Narrows
opposite Fort Hamilton, where
are
the narrowest, is about 2600 yds., and opposite the
they
Quarantine it is 3700 yds.
5 The
average breadth of Staten Island Sound is about onethird of a mile. It is not usually closed by ice, although in
severe winters it has been frozen many weeks together. It is
the ordinary route of steamers of the Camden & Amboy R. R. Co.
8 This ore has a fibrous
texture, and is found in botryoidal
forms, often with black polished surfaces, and in the granular
condition it is known as " shot ore." It is said to be abundant.
A heavy gray ore is also found. These ores have never been
smilted on the island.
' The minerals of the
co., beside iron ore, are red and yellow
ochre, asbestus, amianthus, marmolite, hydrate and carbonate of
and
chromate of iron, quartz, chalcedony,
magnesia, Bulphuret
3

feldspar,

and

lignite.

8 This
right is often leased. The average annual rent is 75 cts.
per ft., measured along the shore. By an act passed May 9, 1846,
the taking of oysters from the planted grounds of another is pronibited, under a penalty of $50 for each offense.
9

The principal

common

articles manufactured are dyed

stuff's,

and

prints,

adamantine candles, white lead, and ivory
large amount of lager beer is made in Castleton and
Southfield, and the island has of Ifite become a Sabb.ith day
resort of the (Jerman population of N. Y. City, thousands of
whom repair every Sunday to the saloons and gardens attached
to the breweries.

black.

fire briclj,

A

jail, in

23, 1837, at a cost of $10,000.^*

The

the same building,
co. clerk's office

was erected
was erected in

w The boats of the Staten Island k New York Ferry Co. ply
hourly between Whitehall St., in New York, and the island,
touching at Port Richmond, Factoryville, New Brighton, QuaranThis company was
tine, Stapleton, and Vanderbilts Landing.
organized Oct. 26, 1853, with a capital of $900,000, and now has
7 boats in constant use.
11 This
enterprise was recently revived, and a route surveyed
running s. of the hills from Vanderbilts Landing to a point opposite S. Amboy. About $40,000 were expended in purchasing the
right of way and grading and the work is now in progress.
12 The first record of an order for the erection of a
prison is
dated March 4, 1710. It runs as follows: "Ordered that Mr.
LambartGarisone and Mr. Wm. Tillyersee the prison house built
at Cuckols Towne. Y« Demensions Twelve ffot in breadth, ffourteen foot Long, two story high, six foot y<= Low Roome from
beam to plank, and the uper story, 6 foot and all to be built with
stone." This building was inadequate to the requirements of the
The latter
CO., and a larger one (of brick) was afterward built.
building is still standing, and was used as a co. prison until 1837.
The first colonial Court of Sessions on Staten Island was held
Oct. 4, 1680.
The first court after the Revolution convened May
3, 1784; and the first court of Oyer and Terminer under the
State Government was held May 22,1787, Richard Morris, Chief
Justice, presiding. The first co. officers under the State Government were David Mersereau, First Jiidge ; Cornelius Mersereau,
Heudrick Garrison. I'etcr Rezeau, Anthony Fountain, Johu
Wandle, Gilbert Jackson, and Lambert Merrill, Jiidgis and Ju."ticcs; Abram Bancker, Sheriff; John Mersereau, Clerk; and
Adrian Bancker, Surrogate.
13 The commissioners under whose
supervision this building
was erected were Richard D. Little, liarmau B. Cropsev, and
Walter Betts. The jail is reported as without ventilation or
;

—

:

means

for the classification of prisoners.
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It is a 2 story brick building, and contains the supervisor's room,
surrogate and district attorney, and accommodations for the sheriff. The poorhouse
Several of the public schools of Castleton
is located upon a farm of 105 acres in Northfield.^
and Southfield have been organized as union schools under a special act, and are in charge of a

1848 and enlarged in 1857.

office for the

board of education. The schools of the co. generally are in a flourishing condition.^ Richmond
CO. is within the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Police Commissioners: but no men have
hitherto been detailed for ordinary service within its limits.

Two newspapers

are published in the co.'

was

visited by Henry Hudson in his celebrated voyage of discovery in 1609.
It
was purchased from the Indians, Aug. 10, 1630, by Michael Pauw, one of the 4 Patroons of New
"
Netherlands, and formed a part of the tract known as Pavonid" in the early Dutch records.*
It soon reverted, however, to the West India Co.
and in 1636 a part of the island was granted
to D. P. De Vries, by whom a colony was planted upon it in Jan. 1639.
The remaining part
of the island was granted by the Directors of the West India Co. to Cornelius Melyn in July,
1640.
The following year, Melyn with his family settled upon this grant, and in June, 1642, he
obtained letters patent. In Sept. 1641, the settlement of De Vries was attacked by the Indians,*
and hostilities between them and the whites ensued. A peace was concluded in 1642 but in
Feb. 1643, under a frivolous pretext, the Indians were attacked opposite Manhattan and at Corlaers Hook and great numbers of them slain.
This barbarous measure invoked retaliation, and
the white settlements within reach were laid waste. Th^ island was again purchased of the
natives, Dec. 6, 1651, by Augustine Herman, and finally quitclaimed to Gov. Lovelace, April 13,
1670.°
Possession was given on the 1st of May following, and at this time the island was
finally abandoned by its primitive inhabitants.
A considerable number of French Huguenots, after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes in
1685, found their way into the English colonies, and a part of them settled upon Staten Island,
The family names of these immigrants are still common in this co.' The earliest grants upon
the island under the English were made to the officers of the ship Elias, immediately after the
Two manors were subsequently granted, one on the n. shore, styled " CassiZ^own
conquest.*
"
Manor," to Gov. Dongan," and the other in the s. part, known as Billop Manor." This island
was first occupied by British troops in the Revolution, July 4, 1776, and it was held by them

Staten Island

;

;

—

from the State late in 1783.
On the 21st of Aug. 1777, the British
The expedition
posts upon the island were attacked by an American force under Gen. Sullivan.
was well planned, but it failed to accomplish its main object.^" During the severe winter of
1779-80, while the Americans were encamped near Morristown, (N. J.,) a second expedition was
sent out, under Gen. Lord Stirling, to surprise the enemy in the interior of the island. The
until their final removal

party, consisting of 2500 men, crossed the sound on the ice from Deharts Point, on the Jersey
shore, on the morning of the 15th of Jan. ; but the movement was observed in time to prepare

Contrary to expectation, the passage to New York was found to be free from ice,
and during the day the British were reinforced from the city. Two or three were killed on eaeh
Bide, and a few prisoners were taken by the Americans. While the party remained, some persons
from the mainland passed over and plundered several of the inhabitants; but a strict search
was made and the stolen property was recovered and restored to its owners." On the 11th of

for defense.

1

The county house consists of 2 stone buildings, each 2 sto- Tlie
The Senate Com., in their report of 1S57, say that

Richmond Co, Gazette, established Feb. 12. 1859;
Geo.

ries high.

"without ventilation and without any provisions for bathing and a general survey of the house, with its fixtures, as you
approach it. is entirely in harmony with its name." The average
number of inmates is 80, who are supported at a weekly cost of
$1 each. The farm yields an annual revenue of $3000.
8 In
1817, efforts were made by Gov. Tompkins and other residents to establish a college upon the island.
A provisional
charter was obtained from the regents, under the name of
"Washrvr/ton College,'" and a subscription of $10,000 for a site
o«d $5,000 for a library was secured.
The effort failed ; and
it was afterwjird proposed to unite the institution with Columbia
College. but without success. An act was passed, April 18. 18.38,
it is

;

—

incorporating "i^i'cAmowrf CoUiy/e" U])on condition that $S0,000
be raised within 2 years; but the effort failed.
8 The Jiiclimnnd Republican vf^s established at
Tompkinsville
in 1828 by 0. N. Baldwin, and continued 2 years.
The Richmond Co. Free. Press was started at Kichmond in 1833
by Wm.Hagadorn,andcoutinued 3 years.
StiateiiL Islander w.is established at Stapleton, as a
weekly journal, in 1840, by F. L. Uagadorn, and is now
published semi-weekly.
The Deutsche Staten Mander was commenced in 1855 at Stapleton by August Fries, but has since been discontinued.

The

SI.

Koot, editor;

4 Coll. N. J. Hist. Soc, 1. 17;
s N. Y. Hist. Coll., I. 203.

6

W. C. Anderson,

M.D.. proprietor.

Dunlap's Hist. N.

Y., I., 48.

Com. Council Manual, 1857, p. 544.
I
Among these are Guion, Mersereau, Dissosway, Rycrss,
Michean, Fontaine, Rezeau, Seguine, Crocheron, La Tourrette, &c.

N.

Y.

Oct. 4-10, 1684, to Capt. Wm. Hill, 500 acres; tt. Humphrey
Jas. Coleman, 250 ; and 7 others, each 200,
Patents,
;
7.6-9, Sec. Office; Jacques Bandoven and Jacques Guion each
received 200 acres at the same time.
9 The
greater part of the lands to which existing titles Jjro
"file
traced were granted under Dongan's administration,
descendants of Gov. Dongan were living up<in the original estate
8

—

Fox, 300

until the close of the last century. Between 30 and 40 grants
of land from the colonial governors are upon record in the co.
clerk's office.
10 About 150 British
prisoners were taken. The Americans
lost 13 killed and 136 in prisoners, and the whole party ran a
narrow risk of capture. Gen. Sullivan's conduct was subjected
to a court of inquiry by order of Congress; but he was acquitted.
A particular account of this affair is given in Marshall's Life of
Washington, HI. 135. See also Sparks's Life and Writings of
Wasliinglon, V. 47, and Feabody's Life of Sullivan,(ib.
II Coll. N. J. Hist.
Soc, 77. 206; Sparks's Life and Writings of

Washington,

VL 441^48.
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Sept. 1770, a conference between Lord Wm. Ilowe and a committee of Congress consisting of
Dr. Franklin, J. Adams, and E. Rutledge was held at the house of Capt. Billop, opposite Perth
Amboy.' No events of special interest occurred upon the island during the late war with Great

A

brigade of militia, consisting of 2000 men, was stationed hei*e, and remained in
to Dec. 1814.
During the troubles that preceded the War of 1812, the Legislature of New York memorialized Congress for the erection of defensive works around the harbor
Britain.

camp from Aug.

of New York, claiming protection against the
table return for the revenues which the State

arms of a foreign power as no more than an equihad surrendered to the General Government upon
the adoption of the Constitution.*
Failing in this, the governor was directed to purchase a
tract, not to exceed 25 acres, at the Narrows ;' and upon this tract fortifications were afterward
erected.
The amount of the appropriation made by the State for the defenses upon Staten
Island previous to 1820 was $154,105 46. These works were purchased by the General Government, pursuant to an act of Congress passed Aug. 3, 1846,* and they are now being rebuilt at an
immense cost. When these and the other contemplated works along the approaches to New
York Harbor are completed, the city will be among the best fortified in the world.* A quai-antine
•was established by the State, undei an act passed Feb. 25, 1799, upon the n. extremity of the
island, in the town of Castleton, and maintained until it was destroyed, on the evenings of Sept.
1 and 2, 1858, by the people encouraged and led by prominent citizens.®

CASTLiETOIV—was
island,

and

hilly.

The

It lies in the n. part of the
first recognized as a town March 7, 1788.
the smallest but most populous and wealthy town in the co.
The surface is mostly
people are principally engaged in manufacturing. Factoryville (North Shore

is

populous village in the n. w. part of the town, containing extensive dye and print
works^ and other manufactories. Elliottsville^ is a hamlet. A little e. of this place is the
p. 0.) is a

1

This conference terminated without any practical results.
old stone house in which it was held is still standing.
Journal Cfing., Scpt^Vl, 1776; Sparks's Washington, /.198.
2 Journal
of Senate and Assembly, March 27, 1807.
* Act of Feb. 3.1810. The erections were
chiefly made in 1814.
* These defenses consisted of Fort Richmond, a water
battery
near the water's edge; Fort Tompkins, a heavy fortress on the
heights above, and IJatteries Hudson and Morton. The last was
xamed from Gen. Jacob Morton, of the N. Y. Artillery. In 1811,
the removal of the tJ. S. Military Academy to this island was
proposed, and the governor was empowered to convey to the
General Governmeut the jurisdiction of so much territory as
might be necessary for this purpose. No further steps toward
its removal have been taken.
6 Additional land was
bought in 1857 near Fort Tompkins,
and this work is now about to be replaced by one of great
Btrength, at an estimated cost of over $500,000. The aggregate
of the appropriations made by the General Government for these
vorks has been as follows: for Fort Richmond, $376,000 for
fort Tompkins, $192,300; for Batteries Hudson and Morton,
$10,000. A new fort is to be erected upon Sandy Hook, (N. .T..)
which it is estimated will cost .$1,500,000, $250,000 of which has
been appropriated. For an account of Fort Hamilton and the

—

The

erect the necessary buildings. The sum of $150,000
fixed as the limit of expenditure under this act. After in-

new site and
was

obtain a site on Sandy Hook, the committee
purchased a farm of 50 acres, late the property of Joel Wolfe,
elTi'ctual efforts to

The sum paid was
situated at Seguines Point, in Westfield.
$23,000, and the land had upon it farm buildings valued at
$15,000. The site was approved, and tlie purchase completed,
May 1, 1857. On the night of the 5th of May all the buildings
were burned to the gruund by some 40 persons without disguise. Temporary buildings were erected on the site in June.

An

made on the 12th of July by a few armed perand several shots were fired. The new buildings, conof
two
hospitals and a cook and wash house, were burned
sisting
on the evening of April 26, 1858, and no efi'ort was made to rebuild them, or to bring the incendiaries to justice. The hostility
against the old establishment continued unabated, and gained
attack was

sons,

confidence from the approval of many of the leading citizens,
some of whom declared their willingness to unite openly, by
daylight and without disguise, to destroy the premises that they
In the summer of 1856 a
deemed an insufferable nuisance.
barricade had been erected, by order of the Board of Health of
with the premises. This
communication
to
Castleton,
prevent
was taken down by a party of men from the city under the direcfortification of the Inner harbor, see pp. 373,419. The recent de- tion of the Health Office. The occurrence of a few cases of yellow
fensive works and those now in progress were chiefly ordered fever outside the walls in Aug. 1858, led to the passage of a series
of resolutions by the town Board of Health, declaring the whole
upon the advice of Gen. Totten.
6 In 1758 an actwas
passed to prevent the spread of infectious quarantine establishment a nuisance too intolerable to be borne
was
and
a
law
of
similar
enacted
1784.
4,
May
any longer, and recommending the citizens of the co. to protect
diseases,
import
By the act of May 4, 1794, Governors Island was assigned as a themselves by abating it without delay. Copies of these resoquarantine; and in March, 1797, a lazaretto was directed to be lutions were posted up in the village on thelst of Sept., and on
built upon Bedloes Island. The awful visitation of yellow fever the evening of the same day the walls were broken down and
in 1798 led to the passage of an act (Feb. 25, 1799) for the pur- the gates burst open by the excited populace, the sick can'ied
chase of 30 acres upon Staten Island for a permanent quaran- out upon their mattresses, the family of the resident physician
tine.
Of this lot 8 acres were sold, and ceded (April 1, 1800) to hurried from their dwelling, and every building except the
the U. S. for warehouses. The first buildings erected were of women's hospital was burned. On the following evening they
materials taken from the Lazaretto on Bedloes Island. In 1819 destroyed the last building upon the premises. The U. S. stores
a long brick building was erected in 1823, a fever hospital ; in were saved by a party of marines stationed for the purpose. On
1828-29, a smallpox hospital; and Bub.sequently other build- the 7th the governor issued a proclamation declaring the co. in ;i
of insurrection. Temporary quarantine accommodations
ings as the wants of the institution required. As the surround- state
ing country became thickly settled, the same diflSculty aro.se that were soon after erected under the protection of a detachment of
led to the removal of quarantine from the vicinity of New York, the State militia, who were detained in the service till the closn
end for many years an earnest desire had existed among the of the year. The expenses attending this duty were assumed
Memorials for this object and paid by Governor King, and reimbursed by a special appro
citizens of this island for its removal.
were met by remonstrances from the importers, and nothing was priation soon after. The necessity for a permanent removal of
accomplished. In 1850 the yellow fever appeared, and 769 cases quarantine from Staten Island has been conceded by most peroccurred, of which 538 were on Staten Island, between New sons who have given the subject an investigntion; and thej)racisland upon one ot tho
iJrighton and Clifton, 138 in Fort Hamilton and Bay Ridge, 64 on ticability of constructing an artificial
Governors Island, and 29 in Brooklyn. Of those upon Staten shoals iu the lower bay has been certified by competent engineers.
Island one-third were fatal. This alarming event convinced the The governor, in his messageof 1859, recommended theappointh
but highly
public that new safeguards were necessary, and the citizens of ment of a new commission to investigate this difficult
this CO. renewed their demand for tlie removal of the quarantine. important subject and report to the legislature.
' The N. Y.
were
in
Works
established
and
An act for the removal of the " Qiuiraniine Station" was passed,
Printing
Dyeing
JIarch 6, 1857, under which George Hall, Egbert Benson, and 1819. They employ from 200 to 250 persons.
8 Named from Dr. Samuel M.
Obadiah Bowne were appointed commissioners to
a
Elliott, oculist.
;

;

purchase
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Sailors'

Snug Harbor, an

institution established for the
support of

aged and infirm mariners.*

An

institution for the support and education of the destitute children of seamen is situated near
the Sailors' Snug Harbor.'^ IVew Brig-liton (p. v.) contains 5 churches, several manufac-

family boarding houses, and the residences of many persons doing business in
(p. v.) contains 4 churches and a number of manufactories.
In this village are numerous suburban residences and near by was the Quarantine. Centerville is a hamlet. The census reports 7 churches in town.*
tories,* 2 large

New York City. Tompliinsville*

;

3V0RTIIFIE1.O—was formed March 7, 1788. It is situated in the n. w. part of the co.
and includes several small islands in Staten Island Sound and Newark Bay. Its surface is level
in the northern and central parts and hilly in the southern. Fresh Kils form the
boundary
between this town and Westfield. The soil is a clayey loam, under excellent cultivation. Along
the w. and s. borders are extensive salt marshes.
The town is very thickly settled along the
shore of Newark Bay and tbe Kil Van Kull. Port Rictinioiid, (p. v.,) in the n. e.
part of
the town, is a large manufacturing village,^ with convenient docks for shipping.
Pop. 1,429.
Graniteville,

adjacent to Port Richmond,

was formerly extensively quarried

is

a small settlement, with a pop. of 481.

at this place.''

Newark Bay. Pop.
Clielsea is a small village

settled street along the shore of

vHle

(p. o.)

Soutlitield and lEollins

River.

A

Kil.

are hamlets.

part of

(Prot. E..) at

Richmond

Richmond,

supported by a

co. tax.'"

Granite

Mariners Harbor* (p. v.) is a thickly
Old Place and IVew Sprilig'1,142.
nearly opposite the mouth of Rahway
Icons' IVeck is a p. o. near Fresh

Hook are hamlets, and

and of Egbertsville^ are

in this town.

St.

Andrew's Church,
it waa

the oldest on the island, and under the Colonial Government
The census reports 11 churches in town."

is

SOlITIIFIELiD —was formed March 7, 1788.
New York Bay. Great Kils is a bay in the s. part.'''

It is a long,

narrow town extending along

Its surface is level or

gently undulating,
part are several small streams bordered by
salt meadows.
Stapleton (p. v.) is a scattered village in the N. part of the town. It conThe Seamen's Retreat'^ and the Mariners' Family Asylum" are located here.
tains 4 churches.

terminating in bluffs upon the

Clifton

e. shore.

contains 2 churches and

many

In the

beautiful residences.

1 This egtablishment was founded
by Robert Richard Randall,
of New York. By the provisions of his will, dated .Tune 1, 1801,
geveral annuities and legacies were to be paid, and the residue
of hia estate conveyed in trust to the State Chancellor, the
Mayor and Recorder of New York, the senior minister of the
Kpiscopal and of the Presbyterian churches of the city, the
President of the Chamber of Commerce and the President and
Vice-President of the Marino Society, and their successors, for
the support of aged and infirm sailors. The trustees were incoi-p.
Yeb. 6, 1806.
The property thus bequeathed lay near Union
Square, in New York, and a protracted and expensive lawsuit
trustees from fully executing the intentions of
the
prevented
This suit
the benefactor until many years after his death.
was decided in the U. S. Supreme Court, in Feb. 1830, in favor
of the trustees.
It was allowed to accumulate until 1830,
when the present site (embracing 163 acres) was purchased, and
preparations were made for the erection of the necessary buildings. The cornerstone of the edifice was laid Oct. 21, 1831. The
buildings consist of a m.ain edifice with two wings, a hospital,
(erected in 18,53,) a commodious dining and lodging hall, (erected
in 1865,) a chapel, (erected in 1856,J the governor, physician,
chaplain, and steward's dwellings, a laundry, a gardener's house,
and other buildings. The remains of the founder of the institution were interred beneath a monument in front of the main
building, Aug. 31, 1834. The officers of the establishment consist of a president, secretary, governor, treasurer, chaplain, physician, assistant governor, steward, and agent, chosen annually
by the trustees. Capt. John Whetten was the first governor, and

sinc*1845Capt.DePeysterha8heldthatoffice. Thetotal number
of inmates received since 1^4.5 has been 477; the present number (Aug. 18.58) is 380. Among the inmates the average number
of deaths is 25 per annum. The annual income of the institution

is

$75,000.

« " The Society
for the Reliff of Destitute, Children of Seamen"
was formed in 1846 and incorp. 1851. An annual payment of
a
$2 constitutes member, and a single payment of $25, a "life member. It is managed and chiefly supported by ladies. The yearly

expenditures are about $7,000.
' A silk handkerchief printing
establishment, started here in
1^43, gives employment to about 150 persons.
Named from Gov. Daniel D. Tompkins, who resided herefrom
1 814 till his death in 1825.
6 2 Prot.
E., Bap., Moravian, Ref. Prot. D., R. C, and Unit.
« The Damascus Steel Co. employs 50 to 60 hands in the manufacture of iron from the ore, and of steel from iron. At this
place are several large brickkilns. The Northfleld Brick Co.
employ about 30 hands, and the Richmond Co. about 45. White
lead

u

also manufactured to

soma extent.

s.

Ricbniond

(p. v.) is situated

' The
granite obtained at this place is very tough, and consists
of hornblende and feldspar intimately blended. It was quarried
by the Brick and Granite Co., (organized in May, 1848,) and wa8
largely used in making the Kuss pavement of New York City.
R. R. has been built from the quarry to the dock, 1 mi. distant.
« Steamboats of N. J. C. R. K. Co. between
Elizabethport and N. Y.
9 Named from Ja,s.
itop here daily.
Egberts, a former resident.
lOElias Duxbury. by will in 1768, devised a certain plantation
as a glebe to this church. By the act of Feb. 18, 1814, the trus.
tees were authorized to sell this, and the proceeds were invested
for the benefit of the church.
A Large amount of valuable real
estate adjoining the Quarantine Ferry is owned by this society,
and is leased for a term of 50 years.
» 3 Bap., 2 M. E., Evang. Luth., Cong., Meth., Prot. E., Ret
Prot. D., and R. C.
12 The waters of the
bay s. of this town were selected for tha
anchorage of infected vessels by the commissioners for the removal of the quarantine, June 9, 1857.
13 In
March, 1801, a tax was imposed upon seamen and passengers entering the port of New York, the proceeds of which
were applied to the Quarantine Hospital. But the injustice of
devoting a revenue derived from the hard earnings of seamen to
objects having no connection with their interests or support led
to the passage of a law in 1831, by which this tax was directed
to be paid to the Board of Trustees of the Seamen's Fund and
Retreat in the city of New York. A surplus that had been p.aid
into the State treasury, amounting to $12,197 68, was also placed
in the hands of the trustees. A tract of 40 acres was bought for
$10,000, temporary buildings were erected, and, on the 1st of Oct.
The cornerstone of the present
1831, 47 patients were admitted.
structure was laid July 4, 1835, and the building was finished in
1837. It is built of hammered stone, is 3 stories high, and will
accommodate 200 inmates. An insane hospital, houses for tho
superintendent and physicians, and other buildings, have been
The cost of the main building was $90,000, of the
erected.
insane hospital $6,000, and the total cost has been $115,000.
Up to Jan. 1, 1854, 16,764 patients had been received, of whom
680 had died.
By an act passed April 7, 1854, the mayor and
health officer of New York, the presidents of the Seamen's Savand
the Marine Society, and 7 other persons, (4 of
Bank
ings
whom must be masters of vessels, appointed by the governor and
trustees of the establishment. The
were
constituted
Senate.)
trustees must be residents of New York, Kings, Queens, or Rich-

A

mond Cos.
14
By an

act passed in 1847, the trustees of the Seamen's Rewere directed to provide for the support of destitute sick
or infirm mothers, wives, sisters, daughters, and widows of seamen, and $10,000 was applied for the or«ction of suitable buildtreat
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oa a creek tributary

to the

p. o.) is

a small village.

WESTFIELiD —was

It is the co. seat,

Fresh Kils, on the line of Northficld.

Bay View is a

the CO. buildings, 1 church, and about 50 houses.

(New Dorp

5C7

The census

p.

o.,

and

and contains

EgbcrtVille

reports 5 churches in towu.^

It occupies the s. w. extremity of the island,
Princes
Its surface is generally level or gently undulating.
the largest town in the co.
Kils forms
Fresh
the
s. coast, to the e. of which is Seguines Point.^
is
an
indentation
upon
Bay
the boundary between this town and Northfield. Material for fire brick is found in abundance

and

formed March

7,

1788.

is

near Staten Island Sound, and considerable quantities of it have been taken to New York for
Upon the coast, near the w. extremity of Princes Bay, is a lighthouse.* The people

manufacture.

A

limited amount of manuof this town are principally engaged in fishing and taking oysters.
factures is carried on.* Totteiiville^ (Bentley p. o.) is situated on Staten Island Sound, op-

Rreisclierville/(p. v.,) on Staten Island Sound, contains
posite Perth Amboy. Pop. 600.
a large firebrick manufactory, and 1 church. Pop. about 400. In the vicinity are large beds of
paper clay, fire sand, and kaolin. RossvilSe'
inhabitants are chiefly engaged, directly or indirectly, in
and
(p. 0.) is a hamlet, known as ''Pleasant Plains,"
fire clay,

has a population of 300. The
Creel*.
oyster trade.

(p. v.)
tlie

L<emon

Marshland

TieiT* and fVood

aouthside

a

p. o.

Row are small
The census

villages.

Richmond

is

Yalley

a

p. o.

(p. o.) is

Blooming
a hamlet, and

reports 7 churches in town.®

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schoois, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Richmond County.

Names of Towns.

ROCKLAND COUNTY.
This county was formed from Orange, Feb. 23, 1798. It is triangular in form, Hudson River, New Jersey line, and the s. bounds
of Orange co. being respectively its e., s. w., and k. w. boundaries.
It is centrally distant 105 mi. from Albany, and contains 208 sq.

'

mi.
The Ramapo Mts., extending along the n. w. border, are tlie
connecting link between the Blue Ridge of Eastern Penn. and N.J.
and the Matteawan Mts. of Putnam co., e. of the Hudson. They
are separated into

numerous

distinct spurs, ridges,

and peaks, and

occupy more than one-third of the entire surface of the

co.
Tliey
are generally steep, rocky, and barren, and the valleys between
them are narrow, rocky ravines. The Palisade Range from N. J.
enters the extreme s. angle of the co., and terminates abruptly s.

A

broken ridge, known as the Nyack Hills, forming a n. spur of this range, but
continuous and wall like character, extends n. along the river to the n. part of Clarkstown, where it unites with Verdrieteges Hook, an e. spur of the Ramapo Range. The surface
of the central and s. w. portions of the co., lying between these ranges, is rolling or moderately
of Piermont.

without

its

The highest summits in the N. w. part are 700 to 1,000 feet above tide. The principal
streams are Hackensack River, flowing s. throxigh Clarkstxjwn and Orangetown, Ramapo River, in

hilly.

the w. angle of Ramapo, and Minisceongo Creek, Minas Fall Creek, and Spar Kil, tributaries
The rocks of the Ramapo Mts. are principally primitive. Granite, gneiss, and
limestone
abound. The hills along the river and Verdrieteges Hook are composed
metamorp.hic
of the Hudson.

of red sandstone, known to geologists as the New Red Sandstone ; and the central and w. portions
These rocks yield an abundance of most
of the CO. are principally underlaid by limestone.
excellent building material,^ and from the white limestone in the n. e. corner of the co. large
quantities of lime are manufactured.^ Trap rock extends from N. J. into the s. border of the co.
The people are largely engaged in fruit growing and gardening. Milk is sent from some parts

The manufacture of lime and brick
of the CO. in considerable quantities to the New York market.
and the exportation of ice are important branches of the industry of the co. Large quantities of
The manufactures of the co. are
red sandstone for building are annually quarried and exported.
also important and various, consisting principally of shoes, wooden ware, and woolen yarn.
combined courthouse and
The CO. seat is located at the village of New City, in Clarkstown.

A

upon a beautiful eminence overlooking the village.' The clerk's
The poorhouse is located upon a
office is a fireproof brick building adjacent to the courthouse.
farm of 43 acres at Mechanicsville, in Ramapo, 7 mi. w. of the courthouse. The average number
The farm yields a re%'enue of
of inmates is 100, supported at a weekly expense of 75 cts. each.
$700. A school is taught during the entire year, and the house is well kept. The N. Y. & Eri«
R. R. extends through the w. part of Ramapo, and the Piermont Branch of the same road extends
from Piermont, on the Hudson, to Sufferns, where it unites with the main track.*
jail, built

of brick,

is

situated

Two weekly newspapers

are

now published

in the co.*

was included in patents known as the Kakiate Patent, granted to Daniel Honan and
Michael Hawdon, June 25, 1696; the "Wawayanda Patent, granted to John Bridges, April ?d,
1703 and the Cheesecocks Patent, granted to Ann Bridges and others, March 25, 1707. The tmt
patent recorded in the co. clerk's office is one granted to Samuel Bayard, bearing date 'Sept. 16,
This

CO.

;

1

*

See page 570.
This lime is used exclusively for agricultural purposes.

— See

page 569.
8 The first courthouse after the erection of the co. was built in
The present house was erected in 1827, and the jail
W88 added in 1856. The whole cost wa« about $16,000. The
first CO. officers were .Tohn Suffern, Fir.tt Judf/e ; David Pye, Co.
Oerk ; Jacob Wood, Sheriff; Peter Talman, Surrngate.
* A R. R. extends S. from Piermont to Jersey
City. It was
flnished in 1859, and is intended to continue N. to Warren.
* The Palladium was started at Warren, about 1812,
by Ezekiel Burroughs, and was continued a short time.
The Roclcland Register was commenced at Warren, in 1828, by
Ezekiel Burroughs: in 1830 it was changed to
t%e Socklnrut Gazetie, and in 1834 it was nnited with The Ad-

1T98-99.

vertiser.

£68

Rncllnvd Adrertifer was started at Warren, in May, \.\?i,
by John Douglas; and in 1834 it was united with The
Gazette, under the name of
The RnckJnvd Advertiser and Family Gazette; and in 1843 it
The.

waff published as

The Fricllavd News and General Advertiser, by .Tohn L. Bnrtis.
The North River Times was started at Warren, in 1834, by
Alexander 11. Wells, and was continued a short time.
The Mirrrr was pulilislied at Warren a short time in 1838.
The Rockland County Messenger was established
at Warren, in May, lS4r., by Robert Marshall: in 1852
it passed into the hands of Robert Smith, by whom it
is pfill

ronfinued.

The Rocfcland Connty Jonrnal was commenced in
at Nyack, by
continued by him.

July,
etill

l^.'^O,

Wm.

G. Haeselbarth, and

M

ROCKLAND COUNTY.

>G9

The

old courthouse, built about 1739 for that part of Orange co. s. of the mountains, was at
Tappantown, opposite the old lief. Prot. D. church, and Avas burned before the Revolution. The

1703.'

first settlers

were Dutch, who located

in the

s.

e. pai-t

of the co. from 1G90 to

CLiARKSTOWX —was formed from Ilaverstraw,

March

18, 1791.

1710.''^

It lies

upon the Hudson,

the central town upon the e. border of the co. Verdrieteges Hook, a rocky ridge 500 to 800
feet above tide, extends along the n. line, and the Nyack Range occupies a considerable
portion to
the s. E. comer. The remaining parts of the town, comprising four-fifths of its surface, are rolling

and

is

or moderately hilly.
Hackensack River flows s. through near the center, and a narrow swamp
extends along the greater part of its course. Rockland Lake, about 1 mi. from the Hudson, is a
fine sheet of pure water, 3 mi. in circumference and 160 feet above the river.
The soil is a reddish,
eandy loam underlaid by clay. Considerable attention is given to fruit growing. Rockland
l<a.ke,^ (p-'^v) in the e. part of the town, and extending from the lake to the river, contains a
church, a fouudery and machine shop, and a ship yard. Pop. 430. An extensive business is
carried on at this place in preserving and exporting ice.* IVeiV City, (Clarkstown p. o.,) the
CO. seat, a little n. w. of the center, contains the co. buildings, a church, and 28
dwellings.
IVanuet, (p. v.,) formerly "Clarkstown Station," a station upon the Piermont Branch of the Erie
R. R., in the s. w. part, contains 1 church and 20 dwellings. Clarksvillc, (Nyack Turnpike
Dlltcb Factory, a hamlet in the w.
p.o.,) in the s. part, contains a church and 18 dwellings.
The first settlements were made by
part, contains a cotton factory and 2 woolen yarn factories.
the Dutch, at an early period.
The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed near Clarksville.*

IIAVERSTRAVr«—was

formed March 7, 1788.' Clarkstown and Ramapo were taken
upon the Hudson, in the n. angle of the co. Nearly the entire surface ia
The Ramapo or Blue Mts., extending through the n. w. part, are divided
hilly and mountainous.
into numerous precipitous and rocky peaks, and spurs from the principal range extend to the banks

ofi"

in 1791.

It lies

of the Hudson.^

Verdrieteges Hook, a long, rocky ridge, forms a considerable portion of the
portion is moderately hilly. The valleys separating these mountains are
mostly narrow, rocky ravines. Stony Point is a small rocky peninsula on the river, near the center
of the E. border of the town.^ The principal streams are ISIinisceongo and Cedar Pond Creeks,
flowing into the Hudson, and Stony Brook, a tributary of Ramapo River, a branch of the Passaic.
V. border.

The

s. e.

The

soil is a sandy loam underlaid by clay.
Extensive beds of a fine quality of clay border upon
the river above Warren, and from them are annually manufactured 150,000,000 of bricks, giving
employment to over 1,000 men. Limestone crops out near Tompkins Cove, from which large
quantities of lime are manufactured.
gas spring is found 2J mi. s. of Stony Point.^°

A

Warren,"

(Haverstraw p.o.,) situated upon the Hudson, in the

—

1 This tract is described as follows:
"A certain tract of vacant land within our county of Orange called by the Indians
Whoriniuis, Peruck, Gemakie, andJCanashiinck, and is in several
email pieces; and also another parcel of land, beginning at the
ionth bounds of lands lately granted to Daniel Honan and
Michael Ilawdon, being a small creek that runs into Demaree's
Creek to the Eouthward of Nanashunck, and runs from thence
by Demaree's said creek as it runs southerly to the lyne parting
our said Province from the .lerseys; and soe by the said parting
line westward to a small river called Saddle River, thence by the
Baid river northward until an east line doe run to the southwest
corner of the said Honaus and Hawdons land, containing by
estimation two thousand acres of improvable land, kc. &c."
Another deed on record commences, " To all X Tian People,"
(Christian People.) Johannes Mynne, of Haverstraw, &c. &c. to
Albert Mynne, of Haverstraw, &c. &c., and dated 1694.
Witness, Thomas Luirens, Frans Wessel, and Peter Jacobus
Maurius.
«
Among these early settlers were Capt. Cornelius Cuyper,
Gapt. Cornelius Harring, Johannes Meyer, Gerhardus Clowes,
Derrick Straat, .Tacobus Swartwout, .Jonathan Ross, Thomas
Pulling, John Gaile, Cornelius Smith, Jacob King, William Kurtrack, John Ellison, Rinear Kiserike, Col. Tincent Matthews,
Hendrick Ten Eyck, Guylbert Crom, Minard Hogon Kamp,
Qarrit Sneideker. Daniel Denton, Petress Decker, .Jonathan Seamons. Thos. Maybee, Daniel De Clark, William Wyant, Evert
Ilombeck. John Van Fliet, Johannes Blauvelt. Nicholas Concklin,
Lambert Auriancey, Teunis Van Houten, and Tounis Talman.
* The
landing at this village is sometimes called Slaughters

Ijanding.
* 200.000 tons of ice are
annually exported.

s.

e.

angle of the town, was incorp. in 1854,

the quantities of wild oats growing on the borders of the river
when the town was first settled.
1 The date of formation as a
precinct was not ascertained.
Their distance from Tappan occasioned an act, June 24, 1719,
allowing the inhabitants to elect a supervi.sor, a collector, 2
assessors, a constable, and 2 overseers of highways, on the 1st
Tuesday of April annually.
8 The
principal of these peaks arc the Dunderbergh and West
Mts., in the N. E. ; Buchan, Barrack, Bulson, Pine, and Collaberg
Hills, near the center; Rock House Hill, Blackmine Ridge, and
Horsepond Mts., in the w. and Hasha Hill and Cheese Coats
Hill in the a.
8
During the Revolution, Stony Point and Verplanoks Point, on
the opposite side of the Hudson, were strongly fortified, the two
fortresses commanding the channel and Kings Ferry, the principal route between New England and the South. On the 1st
of June, 1779, Gen. Vaughn, at the head of a considerable British
force, made an attack upon these places and captured both.
The garrison at Fort La Fayette, on Verplancks Point, consisting
of 70 men, were taken prisoners and that at Stony Point, consisting of 40 men, evacuated the place on the approach of tho
British. Gen. Clinton immediately ordered the works strengthened, and prepared for permanent occupation. Stony Point was
surrounded on 3 sides by wafer, and on the fourth by a marsh
covered at high tide, and crossed by a narrow causeway. On
the night of July 16, 1779, this place was stormed and taken by
an American force under Gen. Wayne. Thfc loss of the Americans
was 15 killed and 83 wounded, and of the British, 63 killed and
543 prisoners. This action was one of the most daring and brilliant that occurred during the war. A light was erected on the
site of the fort in 1820.
;

;

The business
10 Geol. 1st Dixt.
^ves employment to 1000 men during the seaaon of securing
p. 107.
u Locally known as Haverstraw. The large rolling mill of
the ice. and to about 100 men continually.
6 There are 4 churches in town
2 M. E., Ref. Prot. D., and the Sampson Iron Co., 1 j mi. w. of this place, usually
employing
;

Ptceders.
*

Signifying Oat Straw.

The name

100 to 150 hands,
ia

said to be derived from

hiis

suspended operations.
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It contains 5 churches, a

manufactory.

newspaper

Pop. about 1,700.

office,

academy,^ paper mill, ship yard, foundery, and a silk
upon the Hudson, is a village grown up

Tompkins Cove,

around the extensive limeworks of C. Tompkins & Co. It contains a church, a private school
60 dwellings.^ Garnervllle, 2 mi. n. w. of Warren, contains
supported by the company, and
Xortli Maverstra-w, (p. v.,) upon
I church, the Rockland Print Works,* and 40 dwellings.
Tlliells Corner, 4
the Hudson, 3 mi. N. of Warren, contains 2 churches and 28 dwellings.
mi. w. of Warren, contains a needle factory, 2 gristmills, a church, and 15 dwellings. MontTllle, Caldwells Landing',^ and Grassy Point are hamlets. Fort Clinton, the ruin

The
still visible, was situated upon the river, in the n. e. angle of the town.
house in which Arnold and Andr6 met to consummate the bargain for the delivery of West Point
There are
to the British is still standing, about halfway between Warren and North Haverstraw.

of which are

II churches in town.*

ORAIVGETOWX—was formed March 7, 1788, and was named

from Orange

co.,

of which

it

angle of the co. Its surface is broken by
abrupt and rocky hills in the e. but in the center and w. it spreads out into a rolling or moderately
The Nyack Hills, extending along the river, are 300 to 500 feet high, with steep,
region.

then formed a part.

It lies

upon the Hudson,

in.

the

s.

;

hilly

rocky declivities upon the e., but more gradual slopes upon the w.® Their summits are rocky and
covered with alight growth of forest trees. Snake Hill, in the n. e. corner, upon the line of Clarkstown, is one of the principal peaks. The principal stream is Hackensack River, flowing s. through
the w. part. Pascack Creek flows through the extreme w. angle, and Spar Kil is a tributary

Near the n. line are several bog or peat meadows, generally well drained
and under cultivation. The red sandstone which crops out on the e. declivities of the hills, within
a few rods of the river, between Piermont and Nyack, is extensively quarried and exported for
building stone.^ The soil is a reddish, sandy loam intermixed with clay. Fruit growing and
furnishing milk for the New York market have become leading pursuits. JVyacIi, (p-v.,) upon

of the Hudson.

the Hudson, in the n. e. corner of the town, contains 5 churches, 5 shoe manufactories,* a steam
tub and pail factory,' the Rockland Female Institute,^" and a private academy.'^ Pop. 1,458.
Pie.rmont,^^ (P-'^'-O upon the Hudson, in the s. part, was incorp. May 21, 1850. It is the e.

terminus of the Piermont Branch of the N. Y. & Erie R. R.,^—the one over which the freight is
carried.
pier
Nearly the whole business of the place is connected with the r. r. establishment.
1 mi. long has been built into the river, where the freight is transferred to and from the cars and

A

offices for the transaction of the busibarges in the river. Upon each end of the pier are extensive
ness of the road. At this place the r. r. co. also have a large iron foundery and extensive repair
near the N. J. line, contains 2 churches and 30
shops. Pop. 2,204. Tappantown,^* (p. v.,)

and for a time in 1780 was the headdwellings. This place was the scene of the trial of Andre,
(Palisades p.o.,) upon the Hudson, in the s. part
quarters of Gen. Washington."

Rockland,

The Haverstraw Mountain Institute, a private institution,

1

was

established in 1853.
average of 40 pupils.

It

employs 2 teachers, and has an

A coffer dam was built, machinery erected, and
immense sums were expended in this insane project, which, it

—

needless to add. resulted in nothing but a total loss to all
6 4 m. E., 3 Presb.. 2 Prot.
concerned.
E., Af Meth., and R. C.
6 The valley of Spar Kil forms a break in these hills,
Piermont
the
which
Branch
of
the Erie R. R. is conthrough
structed. In the hill just N. of Piermont is an opening in the
to
be
some
the
shaft
of
an ancient mine and
rocks, supposed by
by others to be a natural cave. It is divided into 2 passages,
one extending 70 feet w. s. w. and the other 40 to 50 feet w. by
N.
The passage is very irregular, 4 to 6 feet in width and 3 to
9 feet high. At the extremity of the longer passage is an immense spring of clear, cold water.
T The State House at Albany was built of this stone.
8 The manufacture of women's and children's shoes at this
place is an extensive business. It gives employment to about
600 hands in the vicinity, and 30 sewing machines are kept in
constant operation. Goods to the amount of $225,000 are annuis

ally produced.
»

rf

This institution

is

beautifuUj' located upon a lot of 10 acres,
in the s. part of the village. It

supplied with pure spring water from the mountain, is heated
with furnaces and lighted with gas. It has accommodations
for 100 boarding pupils. The institution owes its origin to the
late Simon V. Sickles, of Nyack, who gave $25,000 toward the
is

2 This
company have 40 limekilns, and manufacture 100.000
bush, of lime annually, giving employment to 100 men. The
lime is sent s. and is used for agricultural purposes.
3 This
establishment, incorp. in 1853, with a capital of $100,000,
gives employment to 220 hands, and turns out goods to the
amount of $700,000 per annum.
* This
place is just below the Highlands, and opposite PeeksThe day line
kill, with which it is connected by a steam ferry.
of steamers between New York and Albany land here. About
15 years since, a company was formed for raising an old wreck
at this place, said to be one of the pirate Kidd's vessels laden

with treasure!

1*

upon the bank of the Hudson,

This factory employs 30 hands, and produces $00,000 worth
goods annually.

erection of the building.
11 The
Nyack Classical School

and Commercial Academy,

in-

tended to prepare young men for college and commercial pursuits, has recently been established.
12 Name derived from the Pier built
by the R. E. company and
the mrruntain in rear of the village.
13
According to Heckewelder, Tappan is from the language of
the Delawares, and derived from Thuphane orTuphanne, "Cold
Stream." Moulton and Yates's Hint. N. T.
14 The house
occupied by Gen. Washington, still standing, is
owned and occupied by Dr. Smith. It is a stone h^use, and is
said to have been erected in 1700. The house in which Andr6
was confined during his trial is now kept as a tavern, under the
name of " The Old '76 House." The trial was held in the old
Ref Prot. D. Church. The scene of Andre's execution and
burial was upon an eminence 5 mi. w. of the village, and about
In Aug. 1831, his remains were
•20 rods from the N.J. line.
disinterred, under the superintendence of Mr. Buchanan, British
Consul at New York, and taken to England. A small cedar tre<»
that stood by the grave was also taken away, and a box wa«
afterward made from its wood, lined with gold, and .sent to Rev.
Mr. Demarest. of Tappantown, in acknowledgment of the services rendered by him at the disinterment. On the box was the
following inscription :— "From his Royal Highness the Duke of
York to the Rev. Mr. Demarest." No monument now remains
to mark the spot of the execution or the grave. A boulder was
formerly placed to mark the spot; but this has been broken np
and removed.

—
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Orange

of the town, irontains 3 churches and 40 dwellings.^
Mills, Middlcio^vn, and
BlauveKville, (p. o.,) a station on the N. Y. & E. R. R., are hamlets. The first setticmont is
supposed to have been made by the Dutch, as early as 1680.''' The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was

formed Oct. 24, 1694; and the first preacher was Rev. Guilliam Bartholf.*
erected in 1716.
There are 16 churches in town.*

The

first

church

edifice

was

RAMAPO —

was formed from Ilaverstraw, March 18, 1791, as "New Hampstead." Its name
was changed to "Hampstead" March 3, 1797, and to Ramapo in 1828. It is the most westerly
town in the co. The Ramapo or Blue Mts. extend n. e. and s. w. through the w. part.^ They are
steep and rocky, and the valleys between them are deep and narrow. Ranges of rounded and
arable hills extend through the s. E. half of the town and occupy the greater part of its surface.
The principal streams are Ramapo River, flowing s. through the w. corner, and its tributaries
Maway River and Stony Brook. Niggar and Shepard Ponds, on the line of N. J., in the s. w.
The people are principally employed in raising vegetables for
angle, are small bodies of water.
the New York market. Ramapo, (Ramapo Works p. o.,) a station on the N. Y. & E. R. R., in
the w. part of the town, contains 1 church, several manufactories, and 50 dwellings.* Sufierns,
in the w. part, contains a rolling mill and 20 dwellings. It lies at
(p. v.,) near the line of N. J.,
the junction of the two branches of the Erie R. R., and is an important station. Sloatiiiburgll,
on the Erie R. R., in the extreme w. part, contains a church, cotton twine factory,' hue
and 180 inhabitants. Spring" Valley, (p. v.,) on the Piermont Branch of the Erie
K. R., contains a church and 18 dwellings. Meclianicsville, near the center of the town,
i'ontains a church and 15 dwellings.
Monsey Depot (Monsey p. o.) is a hamlet. The first
church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed near the center of the town, Dec. 4, 1774; Rev. Peter Leyt
(p. V.,)

factory,

was the

first

preacher.*

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
StocJc, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Rockland County.
Valuation of 1858.

Acres op Land.

s

Names of Towns.

I

8

I

Clarkatown..

Haverstraw
Orangetown.

.

Ramapo
Total..

I

ft?

1,831
3,706
2,895
1,723

1,681
3,041
2,943
1,691

643
974
986
585

1,263
1,210

13,.505i

819,105
1,692,158
896,417

$1,375,061
894,055
2,065,152
1,199,717

46,481f

50,852i I$4,555,353

$978,632

$5,533,985

10.155

9,.356

3,188

Ramapo

of Towns.

^

as
74.950
372,994
303,300

15,903i

Names

it

e

16,742J
14.481
3,184
16,445

ClarkstowD..
Haverstraw..
Orange town.
Total...

Schools.

Population.

7,151
9,922

^1,147,673

!

ill,

9
13

644

498
348
568
400

12

1,120
2,386
2,012
1,477

3,860

1,814

41

6,995

743

7

LAWEENCE COUNTY.

ST.

I

I

This county was formed from Clinton and parts of Montgomery
and Herkimer, March 3, 1802.^ It contains an area of 2,880 sq. mi.,
and is the largest co, in the State. It is centrally distant 140 mi.
from Albany. The surface is broken by a series of parallel ridges
extending in a n. e. and s.w. direction, and gradually declining in
height from the summits, about 1000 ft. above tide, on the s.
border, to the level of the banks of the St. Lawrence.

The highest

'summits, in the s. e., are about 2000 ft. above tide. The declivities
of the ridges are usually gradual slopes, giving to the surface a
the
rolling character, changing from gentle undulations along
river to a hilly

and almost mountainous character in the

s. e.

The

principal streams are the Indian, Oswegatchie, Grasse, Racket,
These streams all have their rise upon the highlands, which occupy

St. Regis, and Deer Rivers.''
the center of the great northern wilderness, flow for a considerable distance in a n. w. direction, and
most of them gradually bend toward the n. e, and finally traverse the greater part of the co.

St. Lawrence.
They all are frequently interrupted by rapids and cascades
in their upper and middle course, but as they approach the St. Lawrence they become sluggish
asd most of them are navigable for short distances from their mouths.* The southern and central

nearly parallel to the

;

In the s. part are numerous
parts of the co. are thus abundantly supplied with water-power.
email lakes, the principal of which is Cranberry Lake. Black Lake, the largest body of water in
the CO., lies along tlie course of Indian River, near its junction vrith the Oswegatchie.

The geological formation of the co. is very simple. The whole central and southern portions are
underlaid by the primitive formation, consisting of gneiss and white limestone.* The northern exthe border of Jeffertremity of this formation may be readily traced, by a line commencing upon
B>m CO., about 2 mi. w. of the Ox Bow, thence extending northerly to near the center of the s.
shore of Black Lake, thence bending toward the e., and extending to the e. border of the co. on
belt of country 5 to 10 mi. wide, n. of the primitive region and

A

the N. line of Hopkinton.

underlaid by Potsdam sandstone and the remainder of the co., comprising a belt
The
3 to 20 mi. wide bordering upon the St. Lawrence, is underlaid by the calciferous sandrock.
Its soil is light and
primitive portion of the co. is generally elevated and considerably broken.
parallel to

it,

is

;

A

and in some parts are extensive sand plains, entirely unfit for agricultural purposes.
considerable portion of the co. is covered with drift deposits, which go far to neutralize the effect
In this region the intervales along the
of the underlying rock upon the character of the soil.
Btreams are usually fertile but the whole is best adapted to grazing. Magnetic iron ores abound
in the s. part but they have never been examined or worked to any considerable extent, owing to

Bandy

;

;

;

from settlements.^ In Rossie rich veins of lead have been found and extensively
and the rich specular iron ore found along the w. border of the co. and in the adjacent portions of Jefferson, lies between the gneiss and sandstone.' The sandstone region is level
In this
or gently undulating, broken in some places by disrupted masses of the underlying rock.
region are numerous quarries, from which are obtained sheets of sandstone of 2 inches to a foot in
This stone acquires hardness by exposure and ia
thickness and of almost any desirable size.
indestructible by atmospheric agencies. The soil in this region is usually thin, but fertile, and is
derived principally from drift. The calciferous sandstone region commences as a narrow strip on
the St. Lawrence, in the n. part of Hammond, and continually widens to the e. border of the co.
The soil, consisting of drift and marine clay, is usually very productive.

their remoteness

worked

;®

1 This CO. included the " Ten Towns;" and Great Tracts Nos. II
and III of Macomb's Purchase were provisionally annexed, and
now form part of the co.
- These streams are known to the St.
Regis Indiana by the
Indian, O-tsikwa-ke, "where the ash tree
fiillowinc; names:
grows with knobs ;" Oswegatchie, a Huron word, said to signify

—

black water:" Grass, Ni-kent-si-a-ke, "full of large fishes;"
Backet, Ni-ha-na-wa-te, "racket, or noisy river;" St. Regis, Ak" where the
wis-s;i8-ne,
partridge drums;" Deer, Oie-ka-rout-ne,
" Trout Kiver."
8 In severe cold weather the tributaries of the St. Lawrence
'

672

are liable to a sudden reversal of their currents near their
mouths, from the damming up of that stream by ice: the
streams in consequence overflow the lowlands, making the
maintenance of fences and bridges impossible.
* This
region is rem.irkable for the variety and beauty of it-8
minejals. of which 60 species are found. Hough's Hist. St. Lawrence and Franllin Cos.. p. 6S4.
6 The Clifton Mine in
Pierrepont has furnished 1,600 tons of
6 See
iron.
p. 5S2.
' In the town of
Pierrepont a substance used for red paint
has beeu found in the same relative geological position.

—
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Dairying and stock raising are the branches of agriculture most extensively pursued.^ Grain is
also cultivated to some extent.^
Fruits are not extensively cultivated.
Manufactures, consisting
of iron,' castings, lead,* lumber,^ and articles of wood,® are carried on. Commerce to some extent

by means of the St. Lawrence and the various railways.
works of internal improvement in the co. are the Ogdensburgh R. R., extending from
Ogdensburgh to Rouses Point, on Lake Champlain the Potsdam & Watertown R. R.,* forming \
connection with the 0. R. R. on the n. and with the "W. & R. R. R. and N. Y. Central on the s.
Improvements have been made by the State in the navigation of several of the rivers, for the pur
pose of floating down logs from the s. forests.' Daily lines of steamboats connect Ogdensburgh
and other points on the river with Montreal and with the various ports on Lake Ontario.
The county seat is located at the village of Canton,^" on the P. & "W. R. R., 18 mi. s. e. of Ogdensburgh. The courthouse, jail,^^ and clerk's office are in separate buildings, situated adjacent to
each other. The co. poorhouse -is situated on a farm of 130 acres 1 mi. w. of Canton Village.^^
Six newspapers are now published in the co. 3 at Ogdensburgh, 1 at Potsdam, and 2 at Canton.^'
carried on

is

The

?liief

;''

;

1

This

CO.

stands

first in

the State in the value of

The Daily Morning News was begun in March, 1852, by Wm. N
Oswell, publisher, and Fayette Robinson, editor.
The Weekli/ JS'ews was issued from the same office in Sept. 1852.
Both were discontinued in the Dec. following.
TlieSl. Laivrence American was begun March 1, 1855, by Wm.
Yeaton and E. M. Holbrook, and continued 3 years.
The Boys' Daily Journal Vr-ja begun Mayl, 1855, by H. It. James,
J. W. Hopkins, and C. Foster. As lads belonging to tho
Ogdensburgh Academy, thej' had previously is.supd the
Morning Glory and Young Araorie-ii. In 1857 Foster
withdrew, and the name wis changed to
TKe Daily Journal, under which name the paper is still

its stoct,

amount of yxvsturage and meadow, and among the first in the
amount annually produced of spring wheat, potatoes, peas, and
maple sugar.
' The mmine
clay deposits produce fine crops of winter wheat.
8 Furnaces are or have recently been in operation at Rossie,
Wegatchie, FuUersville, and Brasher Iron Works. The supply
is inexhaustible, and large quantities of iron are annually
made.
* The Rossie Lead Mines are now worked by an English companj'. Lead has also been found in several other localities in the co.
' The
principal lumber operations are carried on on the Racket
River. Since 1851, 10 gang .sawmills have been built within 17
mi. In 1855 it was estimated that 120,000 logs were worked up.
6
Consisting of shingles, staves, lath, headlug, boxes, doors,
gash and blinds.

of ore

issued.

The WeeMy Journal

The

Opened to Ogdensburgh Oct. 1, 1850.
Opened through the co. Aug. 2.3, 1855.
These improvements have been made on the Indian, Oswegatchie, Racket, and Grass Rivers.
10 The
county seat was first located at Ogdensburgh, but was
removed to Canton in 1828. The first courts were held in the
Btone barracks, w. of the Oswegatchie and a bomb-proof magaEine adjacent was used for a jail. The first courthouse stood on
the site recently purchased by Government for a customhouse.
The first co. officers were Nathan Ford, First Judge. ; Alex. Turner
and Joseph Edsall, Judges ; Stillman Foote and John Tibbetts,

pviMishers

'

t'

*
*

;

Assist. Justices

Clerk; and

;

Thos. J. Davies, Sheriff; Lewis Hasbrouck, Co.
The present court-

Matthew Perkins, Surrogate.

house was located by Joseph Grant. Geo. Brayton, and John E.
Hinman, commissioners from Oneida co. and the buildings
were erected under the supervision of Ansel Bailey, David C.
Judson, and Asa Sprague, jr. The records of the supervisors
previous to 1814 were lost in a fire at Ogdensburgh in 1839.
11 The
jail is a miserable building, poorly adapted to the pur;

poses for which it was erected.
12 This institution
yields an annual revenue of about $1,000.
The average number of inmates is about 150. The supplies are
furnished by contract. The poorhouse is deficient in necessary
conveniences for the health and comfort of its inmates.
13 At
Ogdf'nsburgh the following papers have been published
The Palladium was begun in 1810 by Kip & Strong, sold in 1812
to John P. Sheldon, and continued to 1814.
TIte St. Laiurence Oazette was begun in 1815 by D. R. Strachan
and P. B. Fairchild at Canton. In 1830 it was bought
by Preston King, removed to this place, and united with
:

The

St^ IJawreiice Republican. In 18.33 it was sold
to S. Hoard. It was afterward published by Hitchcock,
Tillotson & Stillwell, and is now published by James &

Hopkins.
The Northern Light was begun July 7. 1831, by W. B. Rogers, as
an anti-masonic organ. In 1834 A. B. James became its
publislier, and changed it to
The Times ; and at the end of the 4th volume it was enlarged,
and called
The Ogdensburgh Times. In 1837 Dr. A. Tyler became associated
with James, and the title was changed to
The Times and Advertiser. In March, 1844, it was transferred
to H. G. Foote and S. B. Seeley, and changed to
Tiie Frontier Sentinel. In June, 1847, Mr. Foote changed it to
The Ogdensburgh Sentinel, under which name it was published
by Stillman Foote until 1858, when it was merged in

the Daily Journal.

The

Meteorological Register was commenced, and a few numbers
issued, in 1839; edited by Jas. U. Coffin, now Vice-Pres.

of Lafayette

Coll.,

Easton, Penn.

The Ogdensburgh Forum was begun April
and discontinued in 1851.
The Daily Sentinel was started April

24, 1848,

14, 1848,

by

made np from the

of

n

ill

is still

ills

year

Neither of the

daily.

iige. (l>.5fi.)

Democrat

18.08,

was commenced at Canby Messrs. Abbott & O'JLi-rieu. It

issued b\' its original proprietors.

—

At Pot.'-dam the following have been issued
The Potsdam Gazette was begun Jan. 13, 1816, by F. C. Powi'Il,
and continued till April, 1823.
The Potsdam American was commenced by F. C. Powell in .Inn.
1824, from the old Gazette press, and was continued bv
Powell & Reddington till April, 1829. In May of the
same year it was revived as
The Herald, and published as an anti-masonic organ till Aug.
The St. Lawrence Republican was begun in 182o by \\. H.
Wyman, and removed to Canton in 1^27.
The Day Star was published 6 months in 1827 by Jonathan
:

Wallace.
in April, 183-, by Wm. Hughes,
and published one year.
The JVorthem Cabinet was removed from Canton in 1845 and
from the same office was issued
The Repository in 1846, semi-mo., made up of the literary matter
of The Cabinet. This latter was sold to Wm. L. Kuowles,
and changed to
The St. Liaiorencc Mercury in 1848. W. 11. Wallace became proprietor in 1S50; and H. C. Fay in 1851, who changed

The Patriot was commenced

;

it

to

Lawrence Jnurnul. It was continued till July, 1852,
it was united with The Courier.
The Potsdam Courier w.as begun in 1851 by V. Harrington, and
continued till July, 1852, when it was united with Tho
Journal, and issmd as
TUe Potsdam Courier and Journal was removed
to Canton in 1859, and is now published by H. C. Fay

The

St.

when

& Brother.
The Philomatliean was begun in 1852, and a few numbers were
issued by students of the St. Lawrence Academy.
The Elementary Republican was begun in 1852, and a few numbers issued from The Journal office.
The Northern Freeman, removed from Gouverneur in
1856, is still published bv Doty & Baker.
The Evangelical Herald, mo., was begun in 1856 by
Jos. A. Livingston.

Printed part of the time at North-

Now published at Boston and Potsdam.
field, Vt.
At Canton the following have been published
The Canton Advertiser and St. Lawrence Rejfublican, removed
from Potsdam in 1827, was published here by Preston
King till 1830. when it was removed to Ogdensburgh.
The Northern Telegraph was begun in 1832 by C. C. Bill. It
was soon sold to Orlando Squires, and changed to
The Canton Democrat, and continued a short time.
The Luminary of the North, begun in July, 1834, was publishe<l
:

—

a short time.
Lawrence Democrat was begun in Sept. 1840, by E. A.
Barber, and continued 2 years.
Northern Cabinet and Literary Repository, semi-mo., was
begun Jan. 2. 1843, by Chas. Boynton, and in 1845 ro

by A. Tyler,

The

Foote,

and

TJie

sheet,

was

moved to Potsdam.
The Engineer was issued in 1844 by Chas. Boyntcu.

S.

published for 5 months.
Tlie St.

is

is

St. Ija\*'i'eiice

Lawrence Budget, a small semi-mo. advertising
issued from The Sentinel office in 1850-51.

St.

ST.
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co. was made by Francis Picquet, a French Sulpitian, who estabmouth of the Oswegatchie in 1749 and styled it "La PresentaIn 1759 the first island below Ogdensburgh, 3 mi. down the St. Lawrence, was taken posiion."^
It was named Fort Levi
and here the lasi
session of by the French and strongly fortified.^
French resistance was made against the English, in 1760. During the Revolution it was the

The

first

white settlement in this

lished an Indian mission at the

;

rendezvous of scalping parties of tories and Indians, who harassed the frontier settlements on the
IVIohawk and Hudson. Two expeditions were fitted out against this place during the Revolution
but the English held possession of the fort at Oswegatchie until 1796, when it was surrendered
;

under the provisions of Jay's Treaty.' The Oswegatchies collected by Picquet were removed, in
1793, from the vicinity of Johnstown, TJ. C, to a point opposite, on the s. shore, known as Indian
In 1807 they removed to St. Regis and elsewhere.*
Point.
The CO. includes the tract known as the " Ten Towns,"^ Tract No. II,® of Macomb's Purchase, containing 821,879 acres. Tract No. III,^ of the same purchase, containing 640,000 acres,*
a small portion located by Revolutionary land warrants,® and the islands in the St. Lawrence.^"
The first settlement under State authority was made at Ogdensburgh, in 1796, by Nathan Ford,
agent of Samuel Ogden. Before 1800, small beginnings had been made at Lisbon, INIadrid, and
Massena. The " Ten Towns" were opened for settlement, under the original purchasers, within

the next 5 years, and the adjacent parts of the Macomb Purchase soon after. At the commenceof the War of 1812 there were about 8,000 inhabitants in the co., thinly scattered over
Great alarm was felt along the whole frontier, and
nearly the whole territory now settled.

ment

many families left the river towns. It soon became the theater of stirring military events, and
various expeditions were planned and attacks made on both sides of the border."
At the close of the war the co. rapidly filled up with an immigration chiefly from Vt. and the

New England States, The completion of the Erie Canal checked the growth of the co. by
opening to emigration the more fertile lands of the West. The price of wild lands greatly fell,
For the last twenty years a steady and
and many visions of immense wealth were blighted.
healthy improvement has been going on, which has been greatly increased by the lines of railroad completed through it.^^ In 1837-40 the whole frontier was greatly excited by the ''Patriot
other

Tite Inquirer

and Tanff Advocate, a campaigrn paper, was

issued

from The Cabinet press in 1814 by Chas. Uoynton.
Wef.ldi/ Citizen was begun Jan. 1, 1862, by J. S. Sarpteaut. and continued 4 weeks.
Tlie Canltiii Independent was removed from Madrid in 1853, and
It was soon discontinued.
publislied by (). L. Itay.
Tlxe St. lja-\vrencc Plain Dealer was liegun in 1855
&
Goodrich
by
Komington ; it is now published by S. P.

Th6 Canton

l{emin;;tijn.

Ynung America was published by C. W. Ames.
Tile otlinr papers in the co. have been
Tli& Northern New }'nrter, begun April 2, 1849, at Qouverneur,
by W. M.Ooodrich and M. F. Wilson; and issued a little
more than one year.
The St. Lawrence Advirtiser was begun in 1850, at Gouverneur,
and a few numbers issued.
Tlie. Laborer was commenced in July, 1852, at Gouverneur, by
M. Mitchel. It was succeeded by
T}ie St. Lawrence Free Press, begun in 1853 by J. J. Emmes, and
afterward pulilished by G. K. Lyman. It was removed
to Ogdensburgh in the fall of 1S54 and united with
The Sentinel.
The Proi/ressive Age was begun in .Tune, 1855, at Gouverneur,
It was removed to Potsdam in
lay G. D. Greenfield.
18.''i6, and changed to The Northern Freeman.
The True Democrat was begiia in May, 1850, at Madrid, by M.
F. Wilson. In its 2d year it became
The Columbian Independent ; was continued 1 yr., when it was removed to Canton and changed to the Canton Independent.
1 This
place became a French military station, and a magazine
for supplying expeditions sent to their s. w. posts; and from this

—

point were fitted out many of the parties that ravaged the back
settlements of N. Y., Penn., and Va.
2 This island was called by the Indians *'
0-ra-C(hnen-ton,"
and by the French " hie Roi/ale." It is now called Chimney
Island, from the ruins still visible.
3
Upon the approach of Lord Amherst in 1760, the fort at the
mouth of the Oswegatchie was abandoned. The island was invested on the 18th of Aug. Upon Gallop Island the English
found a number of scalps, which so exasperated them that they
burned the chapel and houses, the ruins of which ar still visiThe batteries opened on the 23d, and on the 25th the
ble.
The English named the fortplace, under Pouchot, surrendered.
Frederick Augustus. On their voyage down the river
Fort
ress,
from this place to Montreal, the English lost in the rapids 46
bateaux, 17 whaleboats, and 84 men. The island was occupied
but a short lime, aud the works soon fell into ruins. Knox's
Journal; MatUe's Hist.; Memoir of Pouchot ; Entick's Hist.

—

* These Indians claimed
large tracts of land and leased them
who cut off the most valuable timber
and committed otlier wasteful depredations.
6 The " Ten Toivns" were sold at auction
by the land commissioners in 1787, in quarter sections, except Madrid and Oswemiles.
In
eacli town a mile
were
sold
in
which
square
gatchie,
square was reserved for literature, and another for the gospel
aud schools.
8 The
original townships in this tract were named as follows
1. Sherwood; 2. Oakliam; 3. Mortlake; 4. Ilarewood; S.Janestown; 6. 1'ierrefield; 7. Graushuck; 8. Hollywood; 9. Kildare;
13. Cookham
14.
10. MatikUvale; 11. Wick; 12. Riversdale
Catharineville; 15. Islington; 16. Chesterfield 17. Grange; 18.
Crumack.
' The
original townships of this tract were named as follows:
1. Hammond; 2. Somerville; 3. De Witt; 4. Fitz William; 5.
Bally been; 6. Clare; 7. Killarney; S.Edwards; 9. Sarahsbnrgh ;
10. Clifton; 11. Portaferry; 12. Scriba; 13.Chaumont; 14. Bloom-

to parties from Canada,

:

—

;

;

;

—

field : 15. Emilyville.
8 These tracts were
in 1795-9S.

conveyed to Dan'l McCormack by patent

The town of Massena comprises this portion of the co.
10 The islands were sold in 1823.
11 A
regiment of militia was stationed at Ogdensburgh during

9

—

summer of 1812. In July, 1812, a fleet of 6 schooners
caught at Ogdensburgh by the war attempted to reach the
lake, but were intercepted 2 were burned, and the rest hastened
back. On the last day of July a bloodless engagement took place
between the American schooner, Julia, and the British vessels.
Earl of Moira and Duke of Gloucester. In Sept. an attack was
made upon a number of bateaux at Toussaint Island, opposite
Lisbon, in which the Americans lost one and tlie British several
men. On the 2d of Oct. the British made a show of attacking
Ogdensburgh, and on the 4th made a real attack, but were repulsed, with the loss of a gunboat and 2 men killed. In Jan. the
Americans surprised and captured Brockville, liberated several
of stores.
prisoners, paroled 50 of the citizens, and took a quantity
On the 22d of Feb. the British, in retaliation, captured Ogdensburgh. carried away the cannon and stores, and paroled a large
number of citizens, who were afterward exchanged for those of
Late in 1813 Gen. Wilkinson's expedition passed
Brockville.
down the St. Lawrence, and suffered a disastrous defeat at Crysthe

—

:

The British followed the retreating Americans and landed at Hamilton, (Waddington.)—//ow£r/t'«
Hist. St. Law. <f- Frank. Cos.
12 The lands in the co. have doubled in value by the completion
of the railroads.
lers Field, opposite Louisville.
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War." TJie battle of Windmill Point, the most memorable event of that ill-concerted movement,
was fought within sight of Ogdensburgh, in Nov. 1838.* The U. S. Collection Dist. of Osvregatchio
was established March 2, 1<S11, and embraces the whole co. Its chief office is at Ogdensburgh,
with subordinate

BRASI11:^R~
oflf

in 1828.

offices at

each of the river towns.

—was

formed from Massena, April 21, 1825.
on the w. border of the co., n. of the center.

It lies

A

part of Lawrence

was taken

Its surface is generally level,

The principal streams are St. Regis and Deer Rivers
with gentle undulations in the e. part.
and Trout Brook. The soil in the w. part is stony and in parts sandy in the s. e. it is light and
;

loam and very productive. Bog iron ore is obtained abundantly
in the e. part, in the range where the sand rests upon the clay deposits.
Brasher Falls^ (p-'^O
is a manufacturing village upon the St. Regis, in the s. w. corner of the town, 1 mi. below the r. r.
station.
Pop. 257. Helena* (p. v.) is situated at the mouth of Deer River, and has a limited
amount of w^ater-power. Pop. 100. Braslier Iron "Works, (p.o.,) 22- mi. above Helena, on
Deer River, is the seat of an important furnace. Brasher Center is a hamlet on the St.
Regis River. The first improvement in town (at Helena) was under the agency of Russell AtStillman Fuller built the furnace at Brasher Iron Works in 1825.^ The first
water, in 1817.
settlement at Brasher Falls was made in 1826. In 1839 C. T. Hulburd purchased 600 acres,
including the village site of Brasher Falls, and in 1841 made the first considerable improvement.
On the 26th of May, 1857, a fire in the woods ravaged this town, and destroyed the fui-nace and
nearly the whole village at the "Iron Works."^ The ^ensus reports 7 churches in toAvn.'

sandy

;

and

in the n. it is a clay

CAXTOIV^—was

formed from Lisbon, March 28, 1805. It occupies a nearly central position
gently undulating. Grass River, flowing through the center, and
the Oswegatchie, flowing through the x. w. corner, are the principal streams.®
It is underlaid
by white limestone and gneiss in the s., and by Potsdam sandstone in the central and n. parts.
in the co.

Its surface is level or

The

a deep,

gravelly loam. Iron pyrites, from which copperas (sulphate of iron) has
found in abundance near High Falls, on Grass River.*" Canton,** (p. v.,)
the county seat, is pleasantly situated on Grass River, a little e. of the center of the town. It is
an important station on the P. & W. R. R. It has a number of manufactures,*^ and is the seat
soil is

fertile,

been manufactured,

is

Academy, founded in 1831, and of the St. Lawrence University,*^ an institution
founded under the auspices of the Universalist denomination in 185G. Pop. 1,029. Morley**
(p. V.) is on Grass River, near the n. border of the town.
Pop. 350. Rensselaer Falls**
It was formerly
(p. V.) is a small village on the Oswegatchie, in the n. vr. corner of the town.
the seat of an iron forge.
Crarys Mills (p. o.) is a hamlet on the line of Potsdam. South

of the Canton

Canton

is

in the e. part.

Daniel Harrington settled on the

site of the

Agricultural Fair Grounds

in Canton Village in 1800.
The first permanent settler was Stillman Foote, who bought a mile
square where the village now stands, and removed thither in 1801, accompanied by several men.
In 1802 he built a mill, and the town began to be rapidly settled.*® Religious meetings were held
as early as 1804.

The

first

church (Presb.) was formed under the Rev.

1 The leaders in this movement dared not risk their own lives
in the battle, and left the few, consisting mostly of young men
boys, to engage the greatly superior numbers of the British.
battle was short and bloody. Of the 159 patriots taken
prisoners, 18 were released without trial, 3 were acquitted, and
129 were sentenced to be hung. Of the last number, 10 were
liung. 60 transported to Van Diemens Land, 56 paidoned, 2 sentenced to a 7 years' term in the penitentiary, and 2 died of their
wounds. Hrmgli's Hist. St. Law. <t- Frank. Cos.
2 Named from
Philip Brasher, of Brooklyn, part owner. It
embraces the townships of '' Grange" and ' Cricmack," or Nos.
17 and 18 of Great Tiact No. II, Macomb's Purchase.
s Mills, a fork and hoe
factory, and an agricultural implement
factory, are located here.
i Named from
Helen, daughter of Joseph Pitcairn, of New
York, former owner of a large part of the town.
5 In 1827 the furnace was
purchased by Isaac W. Skinner and

and
The

—

R. W. Bush. In 1830 the latter was succeeded by \V. H. Alexander, and the business was continued by Alexander & Sldnner
until the village was destroyed by fire in 1867. The works are
aiMiut bein;; rebuilt.
5 The fire desolated
nearly the whole town, and for a time

threatened Brasher Falls. "The country around was also desol.ittd by running fires in 1849.
' 2 Presb.
and M.B. at Brasher Falls, Presb. at Helena, M. E.
at " Miiph' Ridge," w. part of the town, K.C. near Brasher Falls,
!ind F. VV. Bap.
8 It embraces No. 6 of the " Ten
Trmnn." and is 10 mi.sq.
• A natural canal connects the channels of the two
streams.

Amos

Pettingill, in 1807.*'

This canal was formerly 3 to 20 roa? wide, and was navigable for
small boats in high water. It flowed toward the w., and o^ertlowed an alluvial flat of 4500 acres. To reclaim this, both ends
of the canal have been closed, and a drain dug along the Oswegatchie to below EensseLaer Falls.
10 Fruitless
explorations for copper have here been made at
great expense.
11
Incorp. May 14, 1845.
12
Consisting of lumber, shingles, sash, wagons, flour, and
leather.
13

An

elegant brick building

was erected here

in 1857

;

and

a theological school was organized by E. Fisher. The coldepartment has not yet been organized.
" Formerly " Long Eapids."
Named Morley from a relative
of the Harrison family.
It contains several sawmills, a sash
factory, and tannery.
15 A
forge was erected here in 1839, by Tate, Chafee & Co., and
in 1858

legiate

named " Tateville." It was more generally known as
Canton Falls" until the p. o. was established iu 1851. The
name
was derived from H. Van Kensselaer, who laid
present
the place
'•

out the village in 1846.
1* Daniel W.
Church, the pioneer millwright of the
the

first

mill here, for S. Foote, in ISOl.

Co.,

erected

The summer of that

year was very sickly; and in Maj- the father of S. Foote died of
the smallpox and was buried in a bark coffin.
Wm. Barker
taught the first school, in 1804. The first birth was a daughter
of L.Johnson.
1' The census
reports 9 churches; 2 M. E.. Bap., TJuiy., Prot. E,
(Grace C.,) Wes. Meth., Cong., F. W. Bap., and K. 0.
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settled in

Canton Village as a lawyer

in 1819,

and continued

to reside

here until his death, Aug. 27, 1847.

COIiTOiV*

—was

A

formed from Parishville, April 12, 1843.
small part was annexed from
a long, narrow town, lying s. e. of the center of the co. and extending to
Hamilton co. on the s. Its surface is broken and hilly and it is nearly all covered with forest. It
In the central and s. parts are numerous
is crossed by the Racket, Grasse, and Oswegatchie Rivers.
small lakes, the principal of which is Cranberry Lake. The extreme n. part only is inhabited. The
Colton (p. v.) is an important lumber station upon Racket
principal business is lumbering.
Several extensive gang sawmills were erected here in
River, near the n. w. comer of the town.
1850-52; but the business has been partially suspended. An extensive tannery for the manufacture of sole-leather was built here in 1857.^ Pop. 379.
Soutb Colton is a p. o. at Three
The first settlement was begun in 1824, at Colton Village.'
Falls.
There are a M. E. and a
Univ. church in town, both built in 1852, and a Bapt. church built in 1860.
Parishville in 1851.

It is

;

DE

—

was formed from Oswegatchie, Feb. 21, 1806. A part of De Peyster was taken
and a part of Ilermon in 1830. It lies on the Oswegatchie, w. of the center of the
CO.
Its surface consists of broken ridges of white limestone and gneiss with narrow valleys
between them. The soil is excellent and is generally under a good state of cultivation. Oe
K.a.lb^ (P-"^-) is situated on the Oswegatchie, near the center of the town. Pop. 120. Ricbville* (p-'^O is situated on the Oswegatchie, in the s. w. corner of the town. Pop. 250. East
De Kalb is a p. o. and station on the P. & W. R. R. Coopers!) Falls is a hamlet. The first
settlement was made in 1803, under Judge "Wflliam Cooper, of Cooperstown, as agent. The first
There are 5 churches in town.''
settlers were principally from Otsego co.

MLAI^H*

off in 1825,

.

DE PEYSTER*—was

formed from Oswegatchie and De Kalb, March 24, 1825. It lies on
tlie s. E. shore of Black Lake, n. w. of the center of the co.
Its surface is broken in the s. by the
The principal streams are the Oswegatchie, on the
parallel primitive ridges, and is level in the n.
Moon Lake lies in the s. part. The soil along the lake is
N. border, and Beaver Creek, on the s.
" Old
State
very fertile, in the center of average fertility, and in the s. it is light and sandy. The
Road," the first traveled route through this part of the co., extended through this town.
Peyster Corners (De Peyster p. o.) is a small village. Edenton is a p. o. The first settlement was made in the fall of 1802, by Sam'l Bristol and others.' The census reports 2 churches ;

D©

a

M. E. and a Cong.

EDWARDS'"—

A

was formed from Fowler, April 7, 1827.
part of Ilermon was taken off in
It lies on the Oswegatchie, s. w. of the
1830, and a part was annexed from Ilermon in 1850.
center of the co.
Its surface consists of ridges of the primitive formation and the narrow valleys
between them. The soil is generally a light, sandy loam, and in the valleys is very productive ;
but the town

A

best adapted to grazing.
large number of minerals are found among the
Edf^'ards (p. v.) is situated on the Oswegatchie. Pop. 350. Soutb Ed-

is

primitive rocks."

vrards'^ (p-'^O contains a grist and saw mill and several mechanic shops. The first settlement
commenced along the St. Lawrence Turnpike, in 1812." Several Scotch families came into town
in 1817.

There are 5 churches in town."

—

FIXE'' was

formed from Russell and Pierrepont, March 27, 1844.

1 Named from Jesse Colton
It emHigley, an early settler.
braces the townships of "Sherwood," " Harewood," "Gran''
fhuck," and Matildaralc," or Nos. 1, 4, 7, andlOof Great Tract
No. TI, Macomb's Purchase.
2 This establishment
employs about 25 men.
8
Among the first settlers were Asahel Lyman, Abel Brown,
Wm.BuUard, Horace Garfield, and Sam'l Partridge. Miss Young
Uiught the first school, in 1826. The first death was that of a

child of Jas. Brown, in 1S29.
* Named in honor of Baron
No. 7 of the " Ten Towns."
6

Originally

named

«

About 30

families

'•

It originally embraced

in the first year.

Haskins. and Sol. Pratt were among the first settlers of
The first child born was Jehiel Diraick the
marriage, that of Elisha Cook and Lotta Willey and the
Bela Willis taught the first
first death, that of George Cowdery.
school at De Kalb, and .Tos. Kneeland at Richville. Wm. Cooper
built the first hotel, in 1803, and the first mills, at Coopers Falls,
;

;

In 1804.
T

Bap. and Cong, at Richville, Presb., M. E., and Union (M. E.

Named from

Mr. De P. gave the town $300 to assist in building a
union church and townhouse and he also caused a bell to be
cast, with an appropriate inscription for its use.
s
Among the first settlers were Thos. Wilson. Joseph Round,
Sam'l Barnard,
Green, Ichabod Arnold, Robt. Hill. Fred. R.
Plympton, David Day, Bufus Washburn, and Smith StillweU.
Bela Willis taught the first school and was the first local
;

preacher.
It

Named from Edward McCormack, brother of the proprietor
embraces most of No. 8 of Great Tract No. III.

Among

these are iron ore, mica, Rensselaerite, serpentine,

and tourmaline.

Salmon Bich,

Bichville. in 1804.

md' Bap.) at East De Kalb.

s.

prietor.

11

.Tona.
first

extreme

10

De Kalb.

WiUiamstmon."

came

It lies in the

Frederick De Peyster. of New York, former pro-

"
StiatitviHe," from Elijah Shaw, who
Locally known as
opened the first store in 1825. Fi-eemansbuxfi, in the E. part,
a
furnace
seat
of
was the
destroyed by fire.
large
13
Among the first settlers were Asa Brayton, Jos. M. Bonner,
Johnson. The first birth was that of .Tohn
S. & E. Jones, and
PartE. Brayton, in 1812; and the first death was that of
built the first gristridge, accidentally killed in 1812. Orra Shead
In 1817 a large number of Scotch settlers came
mill, in 1814.
in town.
l< M.
E., Univ., Cong., Bap., and Union.
16 Named from John
Fine, of Ogdensbnrgh, principal pro.
12
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a modoratcl}- fertile, gravelly
principally a \vilderness, the sei-

soil is

It is

tlements being confined to the n. part. Iron ore is found in town. Fine is a p.
The lirst clearing was made in 1823, by Elias Teall.*
is no village in town.

o.

in the n.

There

FOWLiER^—was formed

from Rossie and Russell, April 15, 1816. The townships of Edwards
William (now a part of Ilermon) were annexed from Russell in 1818. Edwards waa
taken otf in 1827, a part of Ilermon in 1830, and Pitcairn in 1830. It lies upon the Oswegatchie,
It is
Its surface is much broken by ridges of gneiss.
in the southwesterly part of the co.
drained by the Oswegatchie and its branches. Silver Lake lies s. of the center of the town. The
soil along the streams is a fertile loam, in the n. w. a clayey loam, and in the E. a light sand.
Several valuable minerals are found in town.^ lIaile!<)boi*OU?ll, on the Oswegatchie, and

and

Fitz

Liittlc

York.

(Fowler

p. 0.) are

Fullcrville (Fullerville
"West Fo"Wler is a p. 0.

small villages.

the seat of an extensive manufactory of iron.*

is

Works p. 0.)
The first settle-

Iron

ments were made by Brig. Gen. Ilaile, at Ilailesborough, In 1807,* and by Sam'l B. Sprague, at
The town did not begin to be settled rapidly until after 1820. The census
Little Yurk, in 1811.
reports 4 churches in town.*

GOFVERXEUR'—was
taken

ofi"

in 1841.

formed from Oswegatchie, April

It lies in the w. part of the co.

5,

1810.

A

part of

Its surface is generally level,

Macomb was
but somewhat

broken in the n. by low ridges of white limestone. It is drained by the Oswegatchie, which twice
The town abounds in interesting minerals.* The soil is sandy in a few
flows across the town.

and loam, and is highly productive. The Kearney Iron Mine, in the s.
an immense quantity of ore. Gouveriieur (p. v.) was incorp. Dec. 7,
1847. Pop. 785. It is the seat of a flourishing academy,^ and has a considerable local trade and
the only p. 0. in town. Riverside Cemetery is beautifully located on the opposite bank of the
Oswegatchie, e. of the village. It was consecrated June 23, 1858. It is a station upon the P. &
W. R. R. The first settlement was made in the summer of 1805, by Dr. Richard Towusend, agent
of Gouverneur Morris, the proprietor.^" The first church (Bap.) was formed in 1810.^^
places, but is chiefly clay

corner, has furnished

—

HA]>IMOND^^ was formed from Rossie and Morristown, March 30, 1827. A part was
annexed to Macomb in 1842, and a part to Rossie in 1844. It lies upon the St. Lawrence, in the
extreme w. part of the co., and includes a portion of The Thousand Islands. The surface is
generally level, but broken upon its n. and s. borders by low primary ridges. A level terrace of
sandstone, forming a continuous and regular mural wall, extends from the ^. shore of Black
Lake through the center of the town into Jefierson co. Black Brook flows thiough a stagnant
swamp, which borders upon this sandstone terrace. Its soil is generally a doep, fertile loam.
on the "Old Mili(p. v.,) on the Rossie Plank Road; Soutli
Point,^^ (p-v.,) a landing on the St. Lawrence, are small villages.
tary Road;" and
Chlppeiva is a hamlet on a bay of the same name. Slight improvements began here in 1812;
but settlements did not increase until 1818-21, when a number of Scotch families located just w.
of the present site of Hammond Village.'* There are 4 churches in town.'*

Hammond,

"
"
Tt embraces " Scriba," BJonmJldd"
Emilyville," and
south half of ' SaraJishurgJi," or Nos. 12, 14, 15, and 9 of
Tract
No. Ill, Macomb's Purchase.
Great
1 Jas. C. Ilaile built a rude mill in 182S.
The settlement was
soon after abandoned, but renewed in Feb. 1834, by Amasa J.

prletor.
tlie

Brown.
Fowler, of New York, former proIt embraces ''Killarney," or No. 7 of Great Tract No.
prietor.
Macomb's
Purchase.
Ill,
* Iron ore, white
marble, sulphates of lead, copper, and zinc,
aebostus, P.ensselaerite, mica, and chalcedony.
* This
village contains a furnace, 2 forges, and several mills.
5 Gen. H.
purchased a mile square, with an agreement to build
a mill within a year. Among the other early settler.^ were Klijah
Sackett. Lemuel Arnold, John Kyan. and Ebenezer Parker. The
first birth was a child of
Merrills; the first marriage, that
(rf John Parker and Elizabeth S. Sackett, in 1812.
8

Hammond,

Oak

Named from Theodoclus

was received under the patronage of the M. E. Black River
Conference. The building was burned in 1839, and a new stone
edifice erected the next year.
The name was cliangpd to the
Gouverneur Wesleyan Seminary April 25, 1840. It is a flourishit

ing institution.
10 The first
party of settlers came through the wilderness from
the head of Lake George, guided by a compass. They wore seven
days on the journey. Among the settlers in 18015 were Pardon
Babcock, Willard Smith, Eleazar Nichols, and Is.iac Austin, who
all occupied a small shanty in common.
In 1810 there were 50
families in town. A blockliouse was built in 1812. near when.»
the store of Harvey D. Smith now stands. Jliss E. S. Sackett
taught the first school, in the first shanty Israel Porter kept the
first inn. and John Brown the first store, in l.S(i8.
The first religious serviies were held in 1806, by missionaries. The firft chihl
born was Allen Smith; the first marriage, that of Med.ad Col»
and Miss Patterson: and the first death, that of Emily Porter.
11 There are 5 churches in
town; 2Cong.. Univ., Bap., and M.E.
the last hold their meetings in the chapel of the academy.
12 Named from
Abijah Hammond, of i\ew York, proprietor. Tt
embraces the greater part of No. 1 of Great Tract No. Ill, Macomb's Purchase.
13 Cross-over-Island
Lighthouse was built just above this placo
;

6 Univ..
Bap., F. W. Bap., and M. E.
T Named from Gouverneur Morris, the
proprietor of most of
thu town. It orisinally embraced the towusliip oi "Cambray,"
or No. 8 of the •' Ten Tmons."
*
Among the u.seful minerals are red specular iron ore, marble,
limpid calcite, sulphate of baryte.s, 8eri)entine, Rensselaerite.
mica, tourmaline, and fluorspar- and among those interesting in 1847.
1* The first of these were John and David Gregor. John Baird,
to men of science are spinelle.scapolite. tremalite, schorl, sphene,
.Tohn and James Hill, and Peter Allen. James Scott taught the
ohondrodite, opatite, Babingtonite, and Houghite.
'•
"The Gfiuverneur High Hcliool" wag opened in 1S26, and incorp. lirst school, in 1.S18-19.
16
April 25, 1828. A new edifice waa erected in 1884; and in 18U7
Presb., M. E., F. W. Bap., and Prot K
37
,
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HERMOIV' —was formed

from Edwards and De Kalb, April 17, 1830, and named "Depau."
and a part was annexed to Edwards in 1850. It lies in the
the center of the co.
The surface is generally rolling, but broken and
primitive region, s. w. of
Elm and Carter Creeks are the principal streams. Trout and Clear Lakes
hilly in the s. part.
The soil is generally a
lie near the s. border, and Gardners Pond near the center of the town.
sandy loam interspersed with tracts of sand, and is best adapted to grazing. Hermoii (p. v.) is

The name was changed Feb.

situated on
8.

of

Elm

28, 1834,

Creek, in the N. e. corner of the town. Pop. 346. Marsbville is a hamlet, Imi.
first settlement was made by Jas. Taylor, and a few others who came soon

The

Hermon.

after him, previous to 1812.^

Mr. Wright was the

first

The town did not begin

to

be settled rapidly until 1822-25.

Rev

preacher.'

HOPKIUJTOIV*—was

formed from Massena, March 2, 1805. Russell was taken off in 1807.
and a part of Lawrence in 1828. It lies along the e. border of the co., and is
the second largest town in the State. Its surface is level in the n., but broken and hilly in the s. It
is crossed by the St. Regis and Racket Rivers
and in the central and s. parts are several extensive
The whole town is a
lakes, the principal of which is Tappers Lake, on the line of Franklin co.
The soil is a fertile
wilderness, except the extreme n. part and a small tract upon Tuppers Lake.
loam in the n. part. Ilopkinton (p. v.) contains about 20 houses. iVicllolville is a small
Fort Jackson, in the n.
village on the line of Lawrence and mostly in the latter town.
The first settlement in town was made by
part, on the St. Regis, is a hamlet of a dozen houses.
Roswell Hopkins, in 1802.' In 1814 a party of British, consisting of 30 men, under Maj. P. W.
De Haven, visited this town and captured a large amount of flour belonging to the U. S., which
was here stored in a barn.® In the spring of 1858 a company consisting of 13 families located
in the vicinity of Tuppers Lake, with the design of forming an agricultural settlement.''
The
"
township of Mortlake, or No. 3 of Tract II, has been called Atherton," but it has yet no legal
Parishville in 1818,

;

There are 4 religious

organization.

societies in town.*

—was formed

L<.4."WRE1¥CE'

from Hopkinton and Brasher, April 21, 1828. It lies on the e.
border of the co., n. of the center. The surface is very level, and the soil is a fertile, sandy loam
underlaid by Potsdam sandstone. It is drained by St. Regis and Deer Rivers, liawrencevllle (p. V.) and IVorth Ija'wrence (p. v.) are villages upon Deer River, each with a pop.
of about 220.
The latter is a station on the Northern R. R. Kicliolville,'" (p. v.,) on the line
The first settlement began in 1806." Since the
of Hopkinton, contains about 200 inhabitants.
The Quakers held the
completion of the r. r. this town has rapidly increased in population.
There are 7 churches in town."
first meeting in 1808.

LiISBOiV

—was formed March

Madrid and Oswegatchie were taken off in 1802, and
Lawrence, n. w. of the center of the co. Its surface is level
or gently undulating. It is drained by Great and Little Sucker Brooks, and several smaller streams.
Its soil is a light but fertile loam underlaid by calciferous sandstone.
The town includes Gallop"
Island in the river. Lisbon Center (p. o.) is a station on the OgdensburghR.R., and contains
about a dozen houses. Flacliville'^ (p. o.) is a hamlet, on the Ogdensburgh & Canton Road.
Red Mills^® (Lisbon p. o.) is a hamlet, on the river, opposite Gallop Island. This town was the
first one organized in the co.
The first settlement was made by Wm. O'Neal, in 1799. Alex. J.
Turner came in as agent in Feb. 1800." He was from Salem, N. Y., and induced many families
Canton in 1805.

It lies

upon the

6,

1801."

St.

" FiU
1 Named from
Scripture. It embraces
William,'^ or No. bom, of Nashua, N. H., Elbridge G. Read and Wm. D. Beason,
4 of Great Tract No. Ill, Macomb's Purchase, and parts of other of Chelsea, Mass., and Moses A. Herrick, of Boston, for ita lumber. The settlement was made under the auspices of this Comtownships.
*
Among the early settlers were Geo. Davis, Philemon Stuart, pany.
8
Jas. Farr, Ariel Inman, and Rufus Hopkins. William D. Moore
Cong.. Bap., M. E., and F. W. Bap.
* Named from Wm.
Lawrence, of New York, proprietor. It
taught the first school, in 1817. The first death was that of
embraces " Chtsterfidd" or No. 16 of Great Tract No. II, MaThos. Farr.
s There are 3 churches in town
M. E., Bap., and Christian.
comb's Purchase.
10 Named from E. S.
4 Named from Roswell
Hopkins, the first settler. It embraces
Nichols, an agent of the proprietors.
"
n Mr. Brewer, a sub-agent, came in as early as 1801 J. and S.
Uie townships oi'^ Oakham," Mortlake." '^Jatustown" " Pie.rre" Kildare;' "
"
add;' Hollywood,"
Itiversdale," and "Islington;' Tyler, A. Saunders, A. Chandler, .T. Allen, and J. and J. Fierce
or Nos. 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12, and 15 of Great Tract No. II, Macomb's came in 1807. Ephraim Martin built the iirst sawmill, in 1809;
Miss S. Tyler taught the first school, in 1810.
Purchase.
12 2
* Mr.
Hopkins bought a part of Islington. Among the early
Cong., 2 M. E., 2 Bap., and F. W. Bap.
" Ten
13 It
settlers were Joel and Samuel Goodale, R. W. Hopkins, Jared
originally contained the whole territory of the
"
Dewey, and Eliphalet Brush. The first birth was in the family Toivns." It now includes No. 5 of the Ten Towns;'
14 Pronounced " Gal-loo" Island.
Sheldon and the first death, that of an infant, in 1807.
of
15 Named from John P.
Flack, first p. m.
Judge Hopkins built the first gristmill, in 1803.
* There is
i« Named from the color of the mills erected
by Daniel W.
good reason to believe that on this and other occasions the British received information from a prominent citizen Cliurch for the proprietor. Stephen Van Rensselaer, in 1804.
1'
Peter
settlers
were
Peter
of Franklin co.
the
first
Sharp,
Hinnon,
Among
' This
township was purchaaed Oct. 23, 1853, by a company con- John Tibbets, Reuben Turner, Wm. Shaw, Lemuel Hoskins. Wni.
fisting of Chas. Q. Atkerton, John 11. Gage, and Danl U. Dear- Lyttle, James Aikens, Benj. Stewart, Matthew Perkins, Wesson
;

;

;
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to remove from "Washington co.
A fatal epidemic prevailed in town in 1813. In the full of 1813
a small party of dragoons stopping at the village were surprised by the Canadians one was shot,
another wounded, and two or thi-ee were taken prisoners to Canada. There are 6 churches in town.'
;

liOl'ISVILdjEoff in 1823,

—

was formed from Massena, April 5, 1810.
and a part of the same town was annexed in 1844.

A part
It lies

of Norfolk

upon the

St.

was taken
Lawrence,

in the n. e. part of the co.
The surface is level. Grass River, the principal stream, flowing cenThe soil is a fertile, sandy loam,
trally through the town, affords a water-power at the village.

underlaid by calciferous sandstone. E-Ouisville,' (p.
Liandiii^, (p. o.,) on the St. Lawrence, are hamlets.

o.,)

on Grass River, and LiOiiiNVillc

Chases Mills

(p. o.) is

anew

settle-

ment on Grasse River, on the line of Waddington. The water-power at IjOllisville has been
somewhat improved; and 1«. Liandiii^ is a landing for the American line of steamers. The
first settlement was made by Nahum Wilson and Aaron Allen, in 1800.*
The growth of the towa
was checked by the war but it soon revived. There are 2 churches in town M. E. and Union.
;

;

MACOMB*—was

formed from Gouvemeur and Morristown, April 3, 1841. A small tract
was annexed from Hammond in 1842. It lies upon the s. shore of Black Lake, in the w. part
of the CO. Its surface is broken by ridges of gneiss and white limestone
Fish
parallel to the lake.
and Birch Creeks are the principal streams. Pleasant and Yellow or Ilickeys Lakes are fine sheets
of water, with rocky shores, in the central part of the town. The soil is a
The
light, sandy loam.
ridges are often without vegetation, but the valleys are fertile.
" Old State
in town.«
Road," and
(p. o.,) on the

Macomb,

Several valuable minerals arc foimd

Popes

Mills, (p. o.,) on Fish Creek,
The first settlements were made upon the " Old Slate Road," about 1805-06.' Timothy Pope made the first improvement at Popes Mills, in 1816. There is 1 church (M. E.) in town.
are hamlets.

MAORID»— was
and Waddington

formed from Lisbon, March

in 1859.

upon the

3,

1802, and

Potsdam was taken

off in 1806,

Lawrence, e. of the center of the co. The surface
is level or gently
undulating. It is watered by Grasse River, and Brandy and Trout Brooks. Upon
the Grasse River are rapids, from which is derived an immense amount of
water-power. The soil
is

It lies

a light, sandy loam, generally fertile.
Grasse River, 1 mi. from the R.

falls of

300.

The

fijst

settlement

of the proprietors.'

St.

Columbia Village
R. station.

It is

(Madrid

p.o.) is situated at the

a place of considerable business.

Pop.

was made along

the St. Lawrence, in 1798, under Joseph Edsall, agent
In Jan., 1814, a party of Canadian militia, under Capt. Sherwood, crossed

the St. Lawrence at Point Iroquois and marched to Columbia
Village, pressed teams, and carried
off a quantity of merchandise which had been
captured upon bateaux in the preceding Oct.
There are 4 churches in town.*"

MASSEIVA"—

was formed March 3, 1802. Hopkinton was taken off in 1805, Stockholm in
1806, Louisville in 1810, and Brasher in 1825. It lies upon the St. Lawrence, in the n. e. corner
of the CO.
The surface is generally level or gently undulating. The principal streams are the
Grass" and Racket Rivers, which flow through the town in parallel channels 1 to 2 mi.
apart.
Its soil is

a productive, gravelly and sandy loam. Masseua (p. v.) is situated upon Grass River,
It has a limited amount of manufactures.
Pop. 310. Massena Spring's'^

at the lower falls.

Briggs, and Hez. Pierce. The first birth was in the family of J.
Rev. Alex. Proudfit held the first meetings.
Tibbets, in 1800.
Dr. Jos. W. Smith, the first physician in the CO., settled here in

1803 and remained two years.
1
Cong., Asso. Ref. Presb., M.E., Wea. Meth., Ref. Presb., and
Prot. E. (St. Luke's.)

" Ten Towns."
2 It
comprises the greater part of No. 1 of the
"
3
Locally known as Millersville," from Rev. Levi MUler, of
Turin, who came here as agent of McVickar, the proprietor, in 1 823.
*
Among the early settlers were John Wilson, Lyman Bostwick, Elisha W. Barber, and Griffin Place. The first child born
was a son of Nahum Wilson and the first death, that of Philo
Barber. Elisha Barber taught the first school, and N. Wilson
kept the first inn.
5 Named from Alex.
Macomb, the great land speculator.
'
Among these are lead, mica, copper pyrites, and blende.
Stock companies have been engaged quite extensively in lead
mining at Mineral Point, on Black Lake, and elsewhere.
'
Among the first settlers were Sam'l Bristol, Rufus Washburn, Sam'l and E. Wilson, and Sam'l Peck.
;

8 The towns of Madrid and
Waddington embrace number 4
of the " Te7i Tmvns," and are together 10 miles square.
9
Among the first srttlei-s were .'•'eth Roberts,
Lind^Iey,
David Niles, Jesse Goss, William and J. Meach, Nelson and
Samuel Gray, John H., A. L., and Zina B. Hawley. Seth Koberts
built the first mills, at Columbia Village, in 1803. J. H. Ilawley
Al erkept the first inn, and David Niles the first store.
nerthy was the first .Tustice. David Haskell, and his sons Israel
David
L..
Daniel
and
1806.
Samuel
came
in
in
P.,
C,
C.,
1"
Cong., 51. E., Univ., Bap.
11 Named from Marshal
Massena, of the French army.
12 This stream near its mouth is liable to a sudden reversal of
its current by the damming up of the St. Lawrence by ice in
severe cold weather. These back currents have been felt al
Massena Village and no bridges have been made to stand below
the lower mills. The water has been known to rise 15 ft. in aa
many minutes, and to attain a maximum height of 25 ft. The
lower dam is built to resist the current both ways.
13 These
John Polly
springs are saline and sulphurous. Capt.
built the first public house here, in 1822. A spacious brick hotel
was erected in 1848 to accommodate those who resort here.
;
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Racket, about one mi. distant from Massena. Pop. 120.
(p. v.) contains about 25 houses, and

tlie

It is a favorite

summer

Racket River

Massena Center

(p. v.)

the treaty of 1796, a mile square at the mouth of Grass River Tvas reserved by the
St. Regis Indians ; and most of the other lands in the town were located on Revolutionary land
warrants before the sale of the rest of the co. Before the treaty the Indians issued unauthorized

about 20.

By

leases to different parties ; and hence arose much annoyance from conflicting claims.^ The first improvements were made on Grass River, on land leased of the Indians, in 1792. The first settlements
on Revolutionary grants were made in 1798, by Amos Lay and others.^ In 1812 the U. S. Government
In Sept. 1813, a party of Canar
erected barracks here, which were occupied 3 months by militia.
There are 6 churches in tow n.^
dians burned the barracks and carried away several prisoners.

formed from Oswegatchie, March 27, 1821. A part of Hammond was
in 1841. It lies between the lower end of Black Lake and
the St. Lawrence. Its surface is gently undulating, rising from either side toward the center. Chippewa Creek, flowing though the center, is the principal stream. The soil is a gravelly loam and generMorristovrn (p. v.) is situated upon the St. Lawrence, Pop. 254. Ed^vardsally fertile.
ville^ (p. o.) is a small village on Black Lake, at which point a ferry has been established. Rrier
Hill (p.o.) is a hamlet. David Ford as agent of Gouverneur Morris, the proprietor made the
John K. Thurbur and Henry Ellenwood made
first settlement on the site of the village, in 1799.®
the first improvement in the vicinity of Edwardsville, in 1810. In 1817-18 several English families

3IORRISTO"WI¥*—was

taken

off in 1827,

and a part of Macomb

—

—

located at a place

still

known

"
as the
English Settlement."

IVORFOliK. —was

A

in April, 1834.

formed from Louisville, April 9, 1823.
part was annexed to Louisville in 1844.

There are 7 churches in

town.''

A

part of Stockholm was annexed
Its surface is moderately uneven.

Racket River, the principal stream, flows diagonally through near the center of the town, and
a largo amount of water-power, partially improved.^
The soil is generally fertile,
resting upon drift deposits of gravel and marine clay, and all underlaid by calciferous sandstone.
The E. part is sandy; and a swamp lies between the Racket and Grasse Rivers.
Korl'olk.
affords

(p. V.) is situated

and

The

articles of
first

upon Racket River. Pop. about 200.

wood.

Rayinondville^ (p. o.)

settlement was

made by Erastus

is

It has manufactories of lumber, shingles,
a small village on the Racket, below Norfolk.

Hall, in 1809, at Raymondville.^" The Racket
There are 4 churches in town.^*

was

formerly navigated, to some extent, as far as this place.

OSWEGATCUIEi"—

was formed from Lisbon, March 3, 1802. De Kalb was taken off in
The surface is
1806, Gouverneur in 1810, Morristown in 1821, and a part of De Peyster in 1825.
affords
at
level or gently undulating.
the
stream,
River,
water-power
Oswegatchie
principal
Heuvelton and at Ogdensburgh, which is available most of the year. The soil is a fine quality
of gravelly loam, and is
upon the St. Lawrence,

under a good state of cultivation. Ogdensburgb,^^ (p- ^m) situated
is one of the largest and most important villages in Northern New
^ork. It is the w. terminus of the Ogdensburgh R. R., and stands at the foot of sloop navigation
upon the great lakes and St. Lawrence River, giving to it important commercial advantages. A
limited amount of manufacturing is also carried on, chiefly on the w. side of the Oswegatchie. It
contains the depots and buildings of the Ogdensburgh R. R.,
among the finest in the co., an
academy," a townhall,^* U. S. customhouse,^* and an armory." Pop. Jan. 1858, 7,308. Heuvel-

—

—

Most of the valuable timber was stolen before settlement.
A furnace was built at the villngo in 1826, and supplied with
Plum- bog ore. It was burned in 1844.
Among
u M. E., Prot. E., and Presb., at Norfolk, and Presb. at RayRead,
and Leonard Uerrick. Gilbert Read taught the first school, in mondville.
12 Pronounced
1S03. Amabel Foucher was a lessee of the first mill, under the
Os-we-gotch'ee named from the river. It ems 2
Indians.
braces most of No. 8 of the '' 7'en Towns."
Cong., Bap., M. E., and R. C.
18 Named from Sam'l
Named from Gouverneur Morris, principal proprietor. It
Ogden, the first proprietor. Incorp. in
"
oiigiually embraced the township of Hagtie," or No. 9 of the 1817. The unsold lands in and about the village weVe bought
" Ten Tuwm."
by David Parish in 1808, the owner of large tracts in the co. Ho
6
Locally known as the "Narrows." Named from Jonathan S. built an extensive warehouse and several vessels, and laid plans
Edwards, the first postmaster. On early maps it was marked for a large business, which the war prevented him from realizing.
^14 This
Maryshurgh."
academy now forms an incorporate part of the public
« Arnold Smith and Thomas Hill were first settlers on the
educational system of the village. The schools are all graded,
liver, and H. Harrison, Ephraim Story, and Benj. Tubbs on the and the pupils are advanced, according to attainment, from the
lake.
Smith kept the first inn, and Ford built the first house.
primary schools to the complete academic course. The academy
' 2
receives the income trom the ferry at this place. In Wb7 there
M.E., Presb., Cong., Prot.E., Evang. Luth., and Union.
8 There is a dam 1 mi. from the E. R.
station, near the 8. W. were V schoolhouses and 18 teachers. The average number of
corner of the town, another at Norfolk, and another at Ray- pupils on the rolls was 1328, and average daily attendance T55.
16
inondville.
By special act of 1858 a town hall was erected, at an expense
» Named from
Benj. Raymond, the first agent for this town and of $10,000, on the corner of Washington and Franklin Sts.
16 The cornerstone of the old French Mission house is placed
I'otsdam. First named " Kacketon."
•0
Among the early settlers, who came in about 1810, were Eben over one of its entrances.
" An appropriation of $110,000 was made in 1857 for a custom,
Judson, Martin Barney, J. W. Osborn. C. G. Stowe, and Milo
Brewer. The first death was that of E. Judson, in 1813. The house, p. o., and U. S. courtroom. It is to be erected on the sita
fii'st clearing at Norfolk Village was made for Le Ray, in 1811
of the old courthouse, corner of State and Knox Sts.
Kud tlie first setUement was begun by Russell Atwater, in 1816.
*

2
the first settlers were Maniri Victory, Calvin
Jey, Bliss Iloiaington, Klijah Bailey, David Lyttle, Seth

;

;
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It has a limited amount of manu(p. V.) lies upon the Oswegatchie, 7 mi. above Ogdensburgh.
The early history
is a p. o., in the s. w. part of the town.
Black.
factures. Pop. 300.
The first improvement, after Ogdensburgh was abanof the town has already been noticed.^

ton*

Lake

doned by the British, was made in 1796, by Nathan Ford,* and it soon became a place of corcmercial importance. The war checked the prosperity of the place, and after the return of peace
business revived slowly. The opening of the Welland Canal and completion of the Ogdensburgh
The completiuu
11. R. greatly increased the trade and added to the population of Ogdensburgh.*
of the Grand Trunk Railway through Canada has in some measure checked its growth, by diverting business into other channels. The first religious meetings were held while it was a French,

and afterward a

British, pust.

The census

reports 11 churches.*

PARISHVIliLiE®—was

formed from Ilopkinton, April 15, 1818. Colton was taken off in
It lies upon St. Regis River, s. E.
1843, and another part of Parishville annexed to it in 1851.
The
of the center of the co. Its surface is level in the n. and considerably broken in the s.
A large portion of the town is yet
soil is a deep loani in the n., but in the s. is light and sandy.
a wilderness. Parishville (p. v.) is situated upon the w. branch of St. Regis River. Pop. 236.
has a limited amount of manufactures.' Parisliville Center, in the n. part, is a hamlet.
Daniel Hoard settled in 1810, as agent for the proprietors.* During the war the settlement was
greatly increased by immigrants from the frontier towns. The census reports 4 churches.'
It

formed from Russell, April 15, 1818. A part of Fine was taken
a long, narrow strip s. of the center of the co. The surface is quite
broken. The three branches of Grass River, e. branch of the Oswegatchie, and Racket River are
the principal streams. The soil in the n. is well adapted to grazing, and that in the s. is light and

PIERREPOIVT^"—was

off in 1844.

It occupies

Magnetic iron ore and other valuable minerals
is a small \allage upon the hills, near the center
)
situated on Racket River. Pop. about 100.
Flaviug

sandy. Settlements are confined to the n. part.
are found in large quantities. Pierrepont (p.
of No.

3.

East Pierrepont"

(p. V.) is

o.

upon the line of Canton in 180G-07. The principal settlement commenced upon the
completion of the St. Lawrence Turnpike, in 1811-12.^* There are 2 churches M. E. and F. W. Bap.
Curtis settled

;

PITCAIRI^i^—was

on the s. border of the co.,
formed from Fowler, March 29, 1836.
much broken by ridges, separated by swamps, lakes, and fertile
The soil is light and sandy, with a few alluvial flats along the streams. Iron ore,
intervales.
marble, and lead are found in town. The Jay Iron Ore Bed has been worked and unprofitable
attempts have been made to work some lead mines. The town is thinly settled. Pitcairn and
East Pitcairn are p. offices. Settlement was begun in 1824 by immigrants from Potsdam."
There is no church in town.
w. of the center.

It lies

Its surface is

;

POTSDAM**—was

formed from Madrid, Feb. 21, 1806. It lies on Racket River, n. e. of the
and its soil is a deep, rich loam. The streams are Racket
River, affording a large amount of water-power, and Grass River, with a limited amount. Lumbei
and articles of wood are largely manufactured. There are extensive quarries of sandstone abova
the village.** This is the leading agricultural town in the co., and every part is under improvement. Potsdam*' (p. v.) is located upon Racket River, e. of the center of the town. The
river is here divided by islands and broken by rapids, and furnishes an extensive water-pc wer.
Pop. in 1st and 4th election districts, 2,123. It has a considerable amount of manufacture* and

center of the co.

Its surface is rolling

;

1 Named from Jacob Van Heuvel. who invested a
large
a ruinous attempt to establish business here.

sum

in

2

See p. 574.
s
Among the first settlers were Ezra Fitz Randolph, niomas
Lee, John Lyon, John King, Louis Hasbrouck, Stephen Sloossen,
and Powell Davis. The first school was taught by Richard Hub-

bard, in 1809.

A

*
marine railway, constructed here in 1853, has been of great
service to the interests of navigation.
5 3 M.
£., 2 Presb., Univ., Unitarian, Bap., Cong., Prot. E., and
R. C.
6

Kamed from David and

Geo. Parish,
of No. 13.
" Oatharineville" proprietors
and " Wick," or Nos.
Ir embraces the most of
li and 11 of Great Tract No. II of Macomb's Purchase.
' The river here descends 125 ft. within a,
mi., furnishing an
abundance of water-power.
8
settlers
were
Luke
the
Brown, Isaac Tower, H.
Among
early
Shattuck, and Levi Sawyer, who came in about 1811. During
this and the succeeding year the proprietors caused a road to be
opened to Carthage, and mills, a distillery, hotel, and forge to be
built.
The first birth was in the family of Luke Brown, in 1812.
Uarriet Bronson taught the first school, in the barn of Mr. Uoard.

Cong.. M. E., Wes. Meth., and Bap.
Named from Hezekiah B. Pierrepont. of Brooklyn, pi>
It embraces the townships of "C'ltaumont" "Clifton,"
" Clare." and a
"
part of De Witt." or Nos. 13, 10, 6, and 3 of Great
Tract No. Ill of Macomb's Purchase.
11 Sometimes called " Coxes
Mills," from Gardner Coxe, wh(»
settled here and built mills in 1817-22. It has a large gan?
sawmill and a starch factory.
12
Among the early settlers were David Denton, Pet. B. Leonard,
«

10

prietor.

Matthews, and Ebenezer Tupper.
13 Named from
Joseph Pitcairn, proprietor. It embraces the
"
township of Pwtaferry," or No. 11 of Great Tract No. Ill, HU
comb's Purchase.
1^
Among the early settlers were Nath'l Dickinson and sons.
Levi Gleasou, Nathan C. Scovil, and James Streeter. Caroline
Dickinson taught the first school. The first birth was in the

Jos.

family of N. C. Scovil the first marriage, that of Anson Bingham and Caroline Dickinson.
15 It embraces No. 3 of tlie "' Ten Tnwns."
18 From these
quarries the city of Hamilton, C. W.. is snppliea
with flagging. The stone also is an excellent building mato^'
liaL
Incorp. March o, 1S31.
;
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It also contains a bank and a printing office.
Rackefville
on Racket River, in the n. corner of the to-wn. Pop. about 150. It has
an extensive water-power, and is the Potsdam Junction station on the Ogdensburgh R. R. BucliS
Bridge^ is a hamlet upon Grass River, in the w. part of the town. Tf est Potsdam (p. o.)
The first settlement commenced in 1803,
is a small village in the midst of an agricultural region.
under Benj. Raymond, agent for the proprietor, and the to'vvn rapidly filled up by immigrants
from Vt.^ In Nov. 1804, Wm. Bullard took up 2,427 acres of land, and formed an association,

is

the seat of an academy.^

(Nortli Potsdam

styled

p. o.) lies

" The
Union," holding the land in

common.

The

association broke

up in 2 or

3 years.

There are 10 churches in town.*

ROSSIE^—was

and a part uf

in 1827.

Its surface is

border of the co.

A

27, 1813.
part of Fowler was taken ofi" in 1816,
part of Hammond was annexed in 1844. It lies on the s. w.
level in the e., and broken by ledges of gneiss, limestone, and

formed from Russell, Jan.

Hammond

A

sandstone in the remaining parts. It is drained by Oswegatchie and Indian Rivers. Its soil is
Between the gneiss and limestone, near Indian River, are
like that of the adjoining towns.
extensive and valuable mines of lead and iron,' and a great variety of valuable minerals.*

Rossie

on Indian River, at the head of the Black Lake navigation. Pop. 214.
manufacture, commenced here in 1813. Cliurclis Mills,"
(Wegatchie p. o.,) situated on the Oswegatchie, is the seat of a furnace. Pop. about 170. Soiiierville (p. V.) contains 20 houses. Sliingle Creeli is a p. o., in the s.e. corner. The first settlement was made in 1807.^° A number of Scotch families came in about 1810. A blockhouse was
built near Somerville in 1812. There are 2 churches in town Univ. and M. E.

It

owes

is situated
(p. V.)

its

importance

to its iron

;

—was

formed from Hopkinton, March 27, 1807. Rossie was taken off in 1813,
a part of Fowler in 1816, Pierrepont in 1818, and a part of Fine in 1844. It lies upon Grass
River, s. of the center of tlie co. Its surface is much broken, and its s. part is still a wilderness.
Russell (p. o.) is a small village, upon
Its SQil is light and sandy, but fertile in the valleys.
Grass River, in the central part of the town; IVortli Russell is a p. o. The first settlement
was made in 1804, under the agency of R. Atwater.'' A State arsenal was built in the village in
1809 ;^^ and the St. Lawrence Turnpike was opened the same year. The principal growth of the
in 1811 and 1812.
A forge was built in 1846, and supplied with bog and
village was received
magnetic ores. There are 2 churches in town; Bap. and M. E.: the Presb. and Prot. E. each
have societies formed.

RUSSELiIj"

STOCKHOL,Mi'—was
off in

1834.

formed from Massena, Feb. 21, 1806.

A

part of Norfolk was taken
part of the co. Its surface is rolling. Its soil is a light,
It is watered by the two branches of St. Regis River.
It is

It lies in the northeasterly

sandy loam, generally productive.
StockbolUl Depot
strictly an agricultural town, and one of the most wealthy in the co.
East Stockliolm (Stock(p. o.) is a small village. upon the r. r., in the e. part of the town.
holm p. 0.) and Sanfordville are hamlets of a dozen houses each. West Stockholm
(p. 0.)

is

Knapps

a small manufacturing village upon St. Regis River.
Station (North
p. o.) is a r. r. station on the n. w. border of the town; and Soutliville is a p. o.

Stockholm

Skinnerville
1802,

is a hamlet on the w. branch of the St.
Regis. The first settlement was begun in
by Ebenezer Hulburd and Dr. Luman Pettibone, agents.^* The census reports 5 churches.^®

8
LawTeuce Academy was commenced, through the exAmong these minerals are marble, graphite, heavy spar,
Raymond, in 1812. It has long maintained a high phosphate of lime, copper pyrites, calcite, pearl spar, apatite,
among the schools of Northern New York.
zircon, tremolite, satin spar, celestino, carbonate of iron, chon2 Named from Isaac
Buck, who settled here in 1S07.
drodite, and spinelle.
"
" Howards
8
9
Among the early settlers were Wm. and Gurdon Smith, Benj.
Formerly called Caledonia," and
MiUs," from
Stewart, John Delance, David French, Che.ster Dewey, Joseph Jas. Howard, former proprietor.
10
Bailey, Bester Pierce, Roswell I'arkhurst, Wm. Bullard, Reuben
Among the first settlers were Jos. Teall, Reuben Streeter,
Field, and Abner Royco. The first birth was a daughter of Wm. A. Simmons, 0, Malterner, A. Keeuey, jr., S. Bonfy, §•. Waters,
Smith; and the first death, that of Jas. Chadwick. Mills were and J. Stearns. The first child born was Wm. Rossie Williams.
Reuben Streeter built the first mill.
built by Raymond.
* The members were not
11 Named from Russell
Atwater, first settler.
professedly united in religious or
12
Spafford, in his Gazetteer, erroneously calls
Among the early settlers were Nathan, Loren. and David
political views.
"
Hist.
St.
L.
Moravians."
and
them
Frank, Cos., p. 435. Knox, Heman Morgan, Elias Hayden, Reuben Ashman, Jesse
Hmigh's
6 3 M.
Bunnell, Elihu Morgan, and Joel Clarke, who came in 1805. The
E., Presb., Univ., Prot. E., (Trinity,) Bap., Ref. Presb.,
the first
R. C, and Catholic Apostolic.
first child born was a son of Reuben Ashman, in 1806
• Pronounced Ros-see.
Named from a sister of David Parish, marriage, that of Calvin Hill and Harriet Knox; and the finn
It embraces '•Somerville," or No. 2 of Great death, that of
Curtis. Rollin Smith taught the first ;»chool,
the proprietor.
Tract No. III. Macomb's Purchase.
and Atwater built the first mills.
I The first lead
1' Sold for a school
mining operations in this town were unskillfully
building, in 1850.
"
ii It
performed and attended with ruinous results, wliich led to their
originally comprised No. 2 of the Ten Tovms," and is
abandoimieut. After 20 years' suspension, the mines were re- nearly 10 mi. sq.
16
Rossie
&
Canada Lead Comopened by an Knglish company, (The
Among the early settlers were Benj. Wright, Isaac Kelsey,
pany.) formed under special act, and working upon a lease of 20 Abram Sheldon, and John and Robt. Bisbee. S. Reynolds built
said
have
been
are
to
successfrom
June
and
the
first
Mrs. Sheldon was the first woman who
mill, in 1S04.
1, ISoti;
they
years
came into town.
ful. The Caledonian and Keene Iron Mines, near the R.R., owned
10 2
l>v Parish, have yielded an immense qnintity of ore, which has
M.
E.,
Bap., W. Meth. ; the Christians and F. W.
Cong.,
in wtly boeu worked at Rossie Iron Works.
Bap. have also societioB in town.
1

The

St.
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reputation

—
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on the St. Lawrence, n. e. of
watered by Great and Little
fertile.
is
a
The
soil
Brooks.
and
Sucker
Upon the St. Lawlight, sandy loam, generally
Brandy
rence are rapids affording an immense amount of water-power. IVatldillg'toil* (p. v.) is situated
the center of the co.

The

surface

is

from

ISfadrid in 1859.

It lies

It is

level or gently undulating.

at this place
Lawrence, opposite Ogdens Island and the "Rapide Plat." The rapids
The
705.
The
entire fall is 11 ft.
abundant
Pop.
water-power.
impede
the profirst settlement was made along the St. Lawrence, in 1798, under Joseph Edsall,^ agent of

on the

St.

navigation,'' but furnish

prietors.*-*

Live
Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dioellinys, Families, Freeholders, Schools,
Lawrence
St.
Domestic
and
County.
of
Manufactures,
Stock, Agricidtural Products,
Schools.

POPCIATION.

Valuation of 1858.

Acres of Land.

I

Names of Towns.
e

t
Colton

DeKalb
De Peyster
Edwards
Fine

Fowler
Gouvernevir...

Hammond....

Uermon
...

Lisbon
Louisville

Macomb
Madrid
Massena
Morristo\VTi

.,

Norfolk
Oswegatcliie.,
Parishville ...
Pierrepout....
Pitcairn
Potsdam......
Kossie
Russell

Stockholm

4

40,725
18,280
29,593
34,101
3,460 127,293
22.658
26,616
12,334
13,706
19,285
7,834
93,932
1,824
12,687
15,732
25,111
12,157
18,823
15,701
12,258
12,537
12,641
36,427
17,338
7,905
24.491
36,959
23.881
15,367
10,435
29,765
28,551
32,788
9,037
19,620
24,691
19,407
9,459
12,286
26.669
12,496
42,602
20,528
10,339 115,121
3,900
20,767
20.521
40,297
8.4S2
12,911
3S.008
12.080
30,846
21,763

Brasher
Canton

Hopkinton
Lawrence

I

...

Total

1499,.5.54

885,531

$5,250
148,680
4,750
11,200
13,550
12,850

$445,160
1,343,810
166,908
473,808

327,990
170,213

$450,410

1.514

1.4H

1,492.490
171,658

2;497

2,498

546

404

485,008
341,540
183,063

1,360

1,316

599
625
172
814

564
665
144
806

1.406

1,450

970
854
775

905
794
779

1.226
2,622
1,087

1,139
2,487
1,033

749

717

2,435
1,341
1,049

2.427
1.360

55,197
299,723
796,448

55,197

3,225
296,498
43,200
753,248
339.875
7.300
254.593
4,500
29,350
480,803
68,900
421,800
7,780
825,780
3,850
320,216
192,660
69,350
1,119.222
63,385
389,574
372,170
21,750
29,550
359.320
2,416,555 1,149,0.35
367.230
22,800
274,845
3,200
945
79,960
244,300
1,528.405
7.200
270,419
30.5,111
10,300
706,691
25,600
15,066,061

2,011,860

347,175
259,093
518,153
490,700
8.33.560

324,066
192,660
1,188,572
452,959
393,920
388,870
3,565,690

390,030
278,045
80,905
1,772,705
277,679
315,411

732,291
17,077,921

Lite Stock.

607
880

209
482
195
208

212
511
196
210

57

57

292
498
314
289
293
457
907
345
260
844
459
399
341

303
512
320
305
267
473
905
356
124
877
468
399
350

211
56
241
399
112
244
241
407
761
338
221
736
341
281
310

1,658

1,474

1,096

.595

404
309

20
11
10
18
15
33
14
13
25
19
16
12
24
15
18

89

6

34
10
15

2,238

27

1,619

377

10,997

1,062

of Towns.

922
5.027
1,060

906
269

928
262

895
348
106

347
106

3,328

3.303

1,126

1,191

1,015

752

72S
993

252
399

1,836

697

314
392
726

153
262
610

37,934 37,043

13,191

13,177

10,690

1,115
1,954

664

Brasher

1,906

Colton

,

DeKalb
De Peyster
Edwards
Fine
Fowler

135
598
499
320
32
529
679
770
406
450
590

^S5
1,745
2,991

1,633
3,927

2,363
6,165

218

369

373

1,961

2,426
1,442

1,281
4,334
1,490

836
914
156

1,017

109

147

2,072
2,924
1,421
1,753

1,509
2,735
3,441

948

2,919
3,328
7,513
3,974
1,250
7,085
5,535
2,458
2.034

Macomb

367

979

981

Madrid
Massena

1,461

3,693

Morristown...

1,032

2,805
2,558
1,437

Norfolk
Oswegatchie.

477

807

1,409

2,265
1,693

Hermon
Hopkinton
Lawrence

....

Lisbon

Parishville

1,717

901

7.35

...

399
134

Pierrepout....

Pitcairn

Potsdam

,

Rossie
Russell
Stockholm....

Total
1

1,505

382
358
1,082

e

I

724

Hammond

1,621
3,507
1,611

1,817
1,850
1,066
2,616
1,056

978
SOO

797

239
2.804
771
1,800
3,303

4,99'

1,086
1,518
2,823

602
589
162
688

9

4
14

'

1,146

705
603
861
987
2.348

917

663
1.8S4
1,227

889
758
4,509

700
781
215
750
750

998

3,971
5.389
1.203

258
4.554
1,290
2,046
6,811

854

1,669

1,802

1,848

131
841
480
446
99
638
830
830
418
745
655

459

1.904

949
444i
1,8201
1,194!
1,0801
6O5!
1,619|

81 3S
392]
2031

1,020

738
l,530i

352
1,091
1,533
1,702

164
3,256
1,495
1.618
1.556
1.557
2,050
1.997
4,154

456
5,826
3,979
2,100

146

1,9541

1,833

.398!

893
343

730j
1,2121

5.140

4,440 26,317
31,450
11,192 36,454
61,525
2,503
8,434
8,221
i
6,050 15,495
41,927
2,556
7,985
28,311
17.877
2,205 12,640
304
3.776
3,546
4..353
9.988
32,324
5.170 16.653
55,052
3.665
6.576
67,006
26.214
8.057
3,621
19.387
24,046
2,786
4,776 50.285
29,106
50,888
10,681 52,804
46.228
4,686 18,0.53
18.225
2.536 10,083
86.438
9.454 46,055
50.802
6,501 20,542
52,792i
5.133
9.811
20.631
3,738 16.968
75.057i
7,704 24.380
45,110
4,584 29.110
20.106
2.466 12.328
11.726
8..314
554
61.419
13,397 50.108
8.064
25,305i
2,055
30.018
.3,912
11,670
8..378
50,521 i
68,667

.

la

«i

1^

a,c9

200
3,546

1,173
8

165
410
2,342

135,320
30,840

24.982

252,988

10,.340

950

206,370
136,950
92,909
10,900
159,870
278.023

2.33,965

12,200
26,023

128,044
254.561

112,821
136,615
82,627
140,526
349.863
148,730
95,850
339,082
148,570
196,289
87,970
191,901
168,890
80,613
3.270

52,750
166,500
15,190

14.553

4.52,116

46

110,119
104,170
257,236

44.608
14.8S0
87.320
45.119

832
3.566
1,107
9.693
4,067

194
8.711

4,920
7.335
5.798
8,789
4,377
2,141

2.108

4,416

31.72;

16,245
4.8S0
7.06ill

122,620
24,940
11.92S
24,845]
3..570:

.58.307:

17,200

500

'

20,261 44,247 62,161 86,454 24,0861 60,505i 1,008,344^139,400 604,023 90,497 4,268,809 1,672,999' 89,863J

Named from Joshua Waddington,

proprietor. Formerly
Incorp. April 26, 18.39. A furnace, supplied
in 1S34
but it was aliandoned
in 1.S40. A tract of 1.135 acres on the shore opposite the island,
were conveyed in
with
the
island
and
water-power,
together
1811 to .Joshua Waddiugtou and Thos. L. and David A. Ogden.
s In 1808-11-15. acts were
passed to imjirove the navigation at
this place, and a lock was built for the pa.s.sage of small bo.ats.
3
Among the early settlers were John l^llarpe, Barton Edsall.

call"d " H<:anilUm.^'

with

1,065

Dairy PKODOcxa.
05

Louisville

..

492

22
10

>.

1,228
1,486
1,266
1,524
1,031
1,665
3,057
1,851

Gouverneur

1,248
2.005

7

Ageicultural Products.

I
Canton

1,53

882

*1
SS,
I

13
27

5,033
1,054

Bush, op Graiw.

Names

435
806
140
319

487
874

bo,i;ore, was established here

:

John

Tuttle, Benj. Bartlett, Godfrey Myers. Benj. Campbell,

E. Demick, Amos SVells, Asa and Jason Fenton, Charles Nortli,
Win. Powell, aud B. C. Hepburn, Ira Hitchcock, T.. A., K., and
W. Rutherford. J. H. Hawley kept the first inn J. Kediogton
was first justice of the peace; Dorothy Fields taught the first
;

Mills were built at VVaddington, in 1803-04.
* There are 6 churches in the town; 1
Presb., 1 Epis., 1 M.E.,
1 R. C, 2 Scotch Presb.
B
Pop. 1860, 2,735; village, 789.
school.

SARATOGA COUNTY.
This county^ was formed from Albany, Feb. 7, 1791. It lies In the
N. angle formed by the junction of the Hudson and Mohiiwk
Rivers, centrally distant 31 miles from Albany, and contains »62
Its surface is hilly or undulating in the s. and mountainous
sq. mi.
in the n.
Two ranges of mountains traverse the co. from n.k. to
s. w.
The Palmertown or Luzerne Mts., the most eastern of these
ranges, extend from Warren co., through the w. part of Moreau and
Milton and the e. part of Corinth, into Greenfield, where they terminate in a series of low, irregular hills. Hudson River breaks through
this range on the n. border of the co. in a deep ravine 3 mi. in
extent.
The mountains rise abruptly from the water's edge to a
height of 800 feet. Their declivities are generally rocky and preThe
cipitous, and their summits spread out into a broad, rocky upland covered with forests.
Kayaderosseras Range extend through the n. part of the co. and occupy the greater part of Corinth,

The declivities of these mountains are generally precipitous, and
summits spread out into broad, rocky uplands broken by ledges and craggy peaks. A group
of isolated hills, 450 feet high, with rounded summits and terraced declivities, extend through the
w. part of Stillwater and Saratoga. A broad intervale extends along the Hudson, bordered by a
range of clay bluffs 40 to 200 feet in height. From the summits of these blufis an extensive sand
plain extends westward to the foot of the mountains, covering the greater part of Moreau, Wilton,
Northumberland, Saratoga Springs, Malta, and Clifton Park. The s. vr. portion of the co. is rolling
Edinburgh, Day, and Hadley.
their

or moderately hilly.
Hudson River flows nearly 70 mi. along the e. border of the co. It is interrupted by falls
and is crossed by several dams and bridges.^ The Mohawk forms a portion of the s. boundary.
The Sacandaga, forming the outlet of the principal lakes in the s. part of Hamilton co., flows in a

tortuous channel through Edinburgh, Day, and Hadley. It is navigable for boats and steamboats
of light draught from Fish House, on the border of Fulton co., to Conklingville Falls, in
Hadley, a'
distance of 20 mi. Below the falls it flows between high, rocky hills in a series of rapids to the

Hudson.

The

Kayaderosseras River drains the central part of the co. and flows into Saratoga Lake.
name of Fish Creek. The other principal streams are Snook Kil,

outlet of the lake takes the

Anthonys Kil, and Kayawese Creek.
Saratoga Lake is a beautiful sheet of water, 6J mi. long
and 2 broad, situated about 4 mi. s. k. of Saratoga Springs. Ballston, Round, and Owl Lakes are
small sheets of water in the s. part of the co. Among the mountains and forests in the n. are
numerous other small lakes but little known.
The Kayaderosseras and Luzerne Mts. are both principally composed of primary rocks. A stratum
of crystalline limestone extends along the foot of the mountains and this is succeeded by Pots;

dam

sandstone.

In these formations iron ore has been obtained

but the beds have been imperhalf of the co. belong to the shales and slates of the Hudson
River group.
large part of the co. is covered with drift deposits, consisting of sand and clay.
The soil among the mountains is a light, sandy or gravelly loam, and is best adapted to grazing upon
the intervales along the rivers it is a deep, fertile, clayey loam and alluvium and in the s. w. part

fectly explored.'

The rocks

in the

;

s.

A

;

;

A

a heavy, clayey loam.
strip of light sand occupies the greater part of the two eastern tiers
The people are chiefly engaged in grain and stock raising. Lumbering and tanning
of towns.
are extensively carried on in the n. part of the co.
Considerable attention is also paid to the
manufacture of cotton and woolen goods and paper.*
The county seat is located at the village of Ballston Spa, in the town of Milton.^ The courthouse, a

it is

1

origin of the word Saratoga is uncertain. The termina'
•'
oga," or aga," is said to signify place." Tlie fii-.st part of

The

tion

'•

"
the word hna been thought to imply hillside" by some, and
"place of salt Kprings" by others, "soragh" in some Indian

—

dialects being the

name

for salt.

See descriptions of Warren and Washington cos.
3 Among the other minerals are
agate, chalcedony, chrysoberyl, garnet, tourmalin, phosphate of lime, graphite, iron
A full catalogue of minerals is given by Dr.
pyrites, and tufa.
John II. i? eele iu his geological survey of the co.
584
2

I

Important manufactures have for many years been carried
on in Milton, Moreau. Mechanicsville, Schuylerville, and WaterThe manufacture of lumber is cliietiy limited to Glena
ford.
Falls and Jessup.s Landing, on the Hud.son.
6 The first courthouse vpas located 2 mi. s. w. of Ballston
Ppa.
By act of March 2(5, 1794, the sum of £1500 was appTopriated
to build a courthouse and jail: and in each of the following two
years £600 was added to the amount. .7ohn Brad^trect Schuyler,
Kichard Davis, jr., John Ball, John McClelland, and .las. Emott,
were appointed commissioners to superinteud the erection of the
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The co. clerk's office is a
plain brick building, contains the usual rooms and offices and the jail.
email building situated on Main Street. The co. poorhouse is situated on a farm of 112 acres IJ
mi. N. w. of Ballston Spa. The average number of inmates is about 100 ; and the institution yields
an annual revenue of $900.*
The Champlain Canal extends along the Hudson from "Waterford to the s. border of Northumberland, at which point it crosses the river into Washington co.^ The Saratoga & Scheneotady R. R. extends from Saratoga Springs through Milton, Ballston, and Clifton Park to ScheneC'
The Saratoga & Whitehall R. R. extends from Saratoga Springs N. through Wilton and
Northumberland to Moreau, where it crosses the Hudson to Fort Edward. The Rensselaer &
Saratoga R. R. crosses the Mohawk at Waterford, and passes through that town. Half Moon,
Clifton Park, Malta, and Ballston to Ballston Spa.
The Albany, Vermont & Canada R. R., crossing the Mohawk at Cohoes, intersects theR. & S. R. R. at Saratoga Junction, and crosses the Hudson
at Deepiklll into Rensselaer co.
The Lake Ontario & Hudson River R. R.^ has been laid out and
partly worked from Saratoga Springs through Greenfield, Corinth, and Hadley.
Eight weekly and 4 daily papers are published in the co.^
The greater part of this co. is embraced within the " Half Moon," " Clifton Park" or " Shan"
"
nondhoi," "Saratoga," "Appel," and Kayaderosseras" or Queensborough" Patents.* The last
named patent includes the greater part of the co. The purchase of the tract was confirmed by the
Mohawks, July 26, 1683. The bounds were so loosely defined that disputes arose between the

tjidy.'

buildiugs. By an act passed March 14, 1817, .Ta-s. Merrill, Elisha
Powell, Isaac Gere, John Gibson, and Gilbert Waning were appointed I'ommissioners to superintind the erection of new buildings in the place of the old ones, which had been burned.
1 The hnnse is
reported as old, ill constructed, and badly out
of repair, but generally well kept. Report of Senate Com., 1857.
2 The
towing path of the canal is constructed across the river
on the Fort Miller Bridge.
3 This was the second B. R. built in the U. S.
It is leased and
used by the Kensselaer & Saratoga R. K.
*
Formerly the ."Saratoga & jackets Harlxir R. R.
6 The Waterfard Gazette, the first
paper published in the co.,
was established at Waterford about 1^01, by Horace L.
VVadsworth, and was continued until after 1816.
The Walerff/rd Reporter was publi.«hed in 1S_'2 by Wm. L. Fisk.
The Anti Masonic Recorder was published at Waterford in 1830
by J. C. Johnson.
The Wat^r/r/rd Atlis was started Dec. 1. 1832, by Wm. Holland
& Co. In 1834 it was changed to
The Waterford Atlas and Manufacturers, ifechanics, and Farmers^ Journal. It was soon after discontinued.
The Demncratic Champion was published at Waterford in 1840
by H. Wilber.

—

The Waterford
HuffiiKin.

The
The

and

Sentinel was
is

now

by Andrew

started

published by J. H. Masten.

Sarat'.ga Advertiser was established at Ballston in 1804 by
Samuel B. Brown. It was changed soon after to
Aurora Bnre 'lis and Saratoga Advertiser, and published by
Brown & Miller. About 1810 it again passed into the
hands of Mr. Brown, and was changed to

The Advertiser, and continued some years.
The Independent American was started Sept.

27, 1808,

In May, 1818, it appeared as
Watch Tower, published by Jas. Comstock

by

Wm.

Child.
T/ie People's

The Saratoga County Press. A daily edition, started
l'-44. was issii'd in 1*55 as
The Saratoga Dally Hews, Huling & Morehouse, pubill

lishers.

The Daily Sentinel was started ivt Saratoga Springs in 1842 by
Wilbur & Palmer. From 1855 to 1857 it w.as issued aa
The Daily Post, and then changed back to The Sentinel. Jan. 1,
1859. it was merged with The Republican.
Hie Repuidioni, da. arid w., was started in 1844 by John A.
Corey, and in 18.53 it passed into the hands of Thos. G.
Young. Jan. 1, 1859, it was united with The Sentinel,
undi'r the title of

The Republican

«fc Sentinel, da. and w., Thos. G.
Young, publisher.
The Old Settler was pub. at Saratoga in 1849 by A. IT. Allen.
The Advent Review and Sahhath Herald, semi-mo., was published
in 1850 by Jas. AVhite.
The Temperance Helper was started in Jan. 185.^, by the Saratoga Co. Temperance Alliance. In 1855 it was bought
by Potter & .ludson. and in 1S56 it was changed to

The Saratoglan. A daily edition is published during
the summer season.
The Saratoga Sentinel was started in 1854 by Allen

Corey, and sold in May, 1855, to Clark & Thayer.
The Schuylerville Herald was published at Schuylerville in 1844
by J. L. Cramer.
Old Saratoga was started in 1848 at Schuylerville by J. L. Cramer, and continued until 1852.
Battle Ground Herald was published at Schuylerville from Aug.
till July, 1857, by R. N. Atwell & Co.
started in Dec.
1857, is now published at Schuylerville by J. R. Rockwell.
The Stillwater Gazette was commenced at Stillwater in 1845 by
Isaac A. Pitman, and was published about 3 years.
Water Battery was published at Stillwater in 1845 by
Tfie

1853,

;

and

in

1820 as

The Saratoga Farmer, published by H. Q. Spafford. In 1821 it
was changed to
The Ballstnn Spa. Gazette and Saratoga Farmer, and in 1822 to
The Ballston Spa Gazette, published by J. Comstock. April 20,
1847, it appeared as
BaVifton Demncratic Wfiig Journal, edited
In 1848 it was changed to

The Saratoga Wliig was started in 1839 by Huling & Watts.
Sold to G. W. Spooner in 1840, and afterward to E. 0.
In 1851 it whs changed to
Hilling.

The Saratoga fcounty American,

CM

Isaac A. Pitman.

TV

Hudson River Chronicle was published at Mechanlcsville
from Oct. 1856, to March, 1858, by Samuel Heron.
now
AlThe
Oi-escent Eagle was published in 1852 by C. Ackerman.
The Ballston Jonrual ; and it is
published by
Tlie Morning Star was published at Mechanlcsville in 1854-58,
bert A. Moore.
by C. Smith & Co.
The Saratoga Courier was published at Ballston in 1818 by
« The "Half Moon"
Patent, including Waterford and part of
Ulj'sses F. Doubleday.
'
Th£ Saratoga Journal was published at Ballston by Josiah Bunce, Half Moon, was granted to Anthony Van Schaick. The Sara-

The

in

by

J. 0.

Nodyne.

.

The Saratoi^a Recorder anel Anti Masonic Democrat was published in 1831 by D. Tehan.
The New I'ork Palladium was published in 1831 by Ansel
W'arren.

and Saratoga Standard was published at Ballston in 1832-^3 by Israel Sackett.
The Ballston Democrat was started in 1843 by Newell Hine. In
1 853 it was united with the Northern Mirror as
The BaHston Democrat and Mirror. It is now published as
The Ballston Atlas, by Seymour Chase.
Tlie N'jrilte.rn Mirror was started by S. Chase, and in 1853 it
was united with the Ballston Democrat.
The Saratoga Gazetbi was published at Saratoga Springs in 1810.
The Siraloga Patriot was etarted by Samuel R. IJrown, and in
1812 it was removed to Albany.
The Saratoga Smtinel was commenced in 1819 by G. M. Davidson, and in 1845 it was merged in The Republican.
Tlie Schenectady

toga Patent," including the present towns of Easton, Saratoga,
and Stillwater, was gianted, Nov. 4, 1C84, to Cornelius Van
Dyck, Jan Jans Bleecker, Peter Phillips Schuyler, Johannes
W'endell, Dirk Wessels, David Schuyler, and Robt. Livingston.
The " Clifton Park Patent," embracing the E. part of the present
town of Clifton Park and the w. part of Half Moon, was granted
of the proSept. 23, 1708. The "'Appel Patent," in the w. part
sent town of Clifton Park, was about i mi. wide on the Mohawk
and extended back nearly 4i mi. The " Kayaderosseras Patent"
was granted Nov. 2, 1708, to Manning Hermanse. Johannes Beekman. Rip A'an Dam, Ann Bridges, May Beckley, Peter Fauconneer, Adrian Ilogelandt, Johannes Fisher. John Tuder, Jovii
Hogelandt, John Stevens, John Totham, and Samson Broughton,
This patent contained 400,000 acres, and embraced nearly all of
Saratoga co. x. of the small patents already described, and por
tions of Montgomery. Fulton, and Warren cos. The portion of
" Palmer"
and
the CO. N. of this patent was embraced in tiie
" Glen"
purchases.
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of the Schenectady, Clifton Park, and Half
proprietors and the owners
not settled until after the Revolution.

The

first

settlements in the co. were

made by

Moon

Patents,

which were

the Dutch, within a few years after their

first colo-

These settlements commenced near Waterford, on the
nization of the country about Albany.
Mohawk, and gradually extended up the valley of the Hudson. Lying in the great thoroughfare
between the English settlements at Albany and the French posts on Lake Champlain, the continual
passing of military parties checked the progress of settlement and exposed the few hardy pioneers
to all the dangers and anxieties of border warfare.
Immediately after the conquest of Canada, in
1760, settlements rapidly extended along the river valleys and to some distance into the interior.

During the Revolution, some of the most important events of the war transpired within the limits
Upon the approach of Burgoyne in 1777, Gen. Schuyler retreated from Fort Edward
and made a stand first at Saratoga, then at Stillwater, and finally at the mouths of the Mohawk.^
This last stand he considered the best position for checking the advance of the enemy, which he
was expecting both from the n. and w. The inhabitants of the co. above fled in consternation to
Albany, leaving their homes and fields of grain to be destroyed by the advancing foe. The islands
at the mouth of the Mohawk were fortified about the 1st of August, and Burgoyne took possession
While the armies lay in this position, two events took
of Fort Edward at nearly the same time.
place which served greatly to embarrass Burgoyne and to render sure his final defeat. The first
of these was the defeat of Baum at Bennington, and the second the retreat of St. Leger from the
of this CO.

siege of Fort Schuyler.^

The American army in the mean time, under Gen. Gates, who had superseded Gen. Schuyler,
advanced toward the enemy, and about the 1st of September took possession of and fortified the
high bluffs known as Bemis Heights, upon the river, in the N. part of Stillwater.^ Greatly perplexed
and embarrassed, Burgoj'neiinally concluded to continue his march toward Albany. On the 14th
of September he crossed the Hudson, above the mouth of the Batten Kil, into the x. part of Saraand continued his march southward. On the 19th the first battle of Stillwater was fi)ught, in
American intrenchments at Bemis Heights. The American loss was 315 and the
British 500, the former returning to their camp and the latter retaining possession of the battle
field.
On the 7th of October another severe battle was fought, in which the British lost 700 and
the Americans 150. During the succeeding night the British abandoned their camp and retreated
northward, and finally took position upon the heights of Saratoga, just w. of the present village of
Here Burgoyne found himself completely hemmed in. A victorious and hourly
Schuylerville.
increasing army was in front; a strong detachment was posted on the E. bank of the river to prevent his crossing that stream Fort Edward, in his rear, had been taken by the Americans his
bravest officers had fallen in battle Lord Howe had failed to afford the promised support from
New York ;* and his army was reduced to the last extremity for want of provisions. Under these
circumstances, the British commander reluctantly yielded to an imperative necessity, and on the
IGth of October signed articles of capitulation. On the 17th the whole British army laid down their
arms and were marched eastward to Mass.^ The close of this campaign left the co. stripped of
nearly every evidence of civilized occupation. The fear of continued Indian hostilities prevented
the immediate re-occupation of the abandoned lands; but after the close of the war settlements
Since this period few incidents of general interest have occurred, and the history
rapidly spread.
toga,

front of the

;

;

;

is

but the record of the everyday events connected with the conversion of a -wilderness into fruitful
and happy homes.

fields

BAlil.STOj\'
town, March

7,

—was formed from Saratoga as a

1788.

district, April 1, 1775, and was organized as a
Charlton, Galway, and Milton were taken off in 1792, and the line of Charl-

This retreat was occasioned by the limited mimber of Schuyand the fact that the militia were every day flocking
to his standard. Bnrgoyne's progress was arrested by felling
trees across the roads, breaking down bridges, and by every
other possible means of annoyance. Every hour thus gained
added to the strength of the Americans and weakened the
British forces; so that, when all the obstacles were finally overcome, the American army was in a condition to meet the British
1

ler's forces

the
the
the
the

direction of Kosciusko, then holding the office of engineer in
They were so constructed as to completely command

army.

passage down the river. The position afterward chosen by
British was about 1 mi. distant, and separated from tho
American works by a deep ravine.
< Instead of
co-operating with Burgoyne and sending the promised aid up the Iliidson, Lord Howe had marched to Philadelphia, leaving the British forces in N. Y. under the command
of Sir Henry Clinton. The latter officer made a diversion in
Burgoyne's favor, but too late to be of any seiTice.
The place where the British laid down their arms was a
green on the river, N. of the mouth of Fish Creek. It was in
front of Fort Hardy, an old fortification erected by I'ioskau in
1755. The number of the army at the time of the surrendei
was 5,792, of whom 2.412 were Germans. The Americans also

open battle.
Gen. St. Leger, at the head of a body of tories and Canawas to co-operate with Burgoyne by marching through
the Mohawk Viilley and joining the main army at Albany. At
Oswego he was joined by a body of Indians under Brant, making
his force 1700 strong. On the 2d of Aug. he invested Port Stanwix, (where Bonie, Oneida co., now stands,) and continued the
Hioge until the '22d, when, learning that an American re-enforce- captured 42 brass cannon, 4.647 muskets, 6,000 dozen of carnicnt was approaching, he hastily retreated.
tridges, and a large amount of carriages and camp ei|nipnges.
* Named from Rev.
s The fortifications of the American
camp were erected under
Eliphalet Ball, one of the first settlers.
in

2

dians,

f>
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5,
upon the border of the co., s. w. of the center. The surfnco
Mourning KH and the Outlet Creek are the principal streams. Ballston Tiake,
a long, narrow, and deep body of water, the outlet of which is the principal inlot

March

ton was changed

1795.

It lies

Round Lake, The soil s. e. of the lake is generally a light sand, and n. w. it is a clayey
and gravelly loam. Balli^ton (p. v.) is situated on the line of Milton. A small portion only

of

of the village

is

42 dwellings.

Burnt

within the limits of this town.

Ballston Center

(p. o.)

and

Ilill^,^ (p-v.,) in the s. part, contains
Oill, near the center, are hamlets.

Academy

on the border of Malta, contains 15 houses. It is a station on the R. & S.
The first settlement was made in 1763, by two brothers
is a p. o.
named Michael and Nicholas IMcDonald,^ who located near the w. bank of Ballston Lake. In
1770, Rev. Eliphalet Ball, with his three sons John, Stephen, and Flamen, and several members
of his congregation, removed from Bedford, N. Y., and settled in the vicinity of Academy Hill.'
Soon after their arrival a large number of settlers came in from New England, N. J., Scotland,

East Ijine,

(p.o.,)

Soutli Ballston

R. R.

and the north of Ireland.* The settlements in this town were twice invaded during the Revoluand several of the inhabitants were carried away prisoners to Canada.* The first church
(Presb.) was organized Oct. 6, 1792.* There are 6 churches in town.

tion,

CIIARLiTOlV—was

formed from Ballston, March

17, 1792.

It is the

s.

w. corner

vmi

of the

undulating, with a gentle inclination toward the s. Its streams are the Aaland
a
branch
of the Mourning Kil. The soil is an excellent quality of sandy, gravelly, and
plaats^
clayey loam. Ledges of limestone in the w. part, affording an excellent quality of building stone,
are extensively quarried. Cbarlton, (p. v.,) in the s. e. part, contains 3 churches and 38 houses ;
Its surface is

CO.

Cliarlton (p. v.) contains about 20 houses. The commissioners appointed to divide the
Kayaderosseras Patent appropriated 5,000 acres in the s. part of this town to defray the expenses

"ff est

of the division.
the

The

first

part of the town.^
the first pastor.^

E.

was

settlement

The

was commenced

by Thos. Sweetman, who

in 1774,

church (Presb.) was incorp. Dec.

first

11,

located in

1792; Rev. "Wm. Schenck

PARK—

was formed from Half Moon, March 3, 1828, as " CUfton." Its name
CLiIFTOIV
was changed March 31, 1829. The surface is level or undulating, except in the n.e., where it ia
broken by sand hills and ravines. A line of rugged clay bluffs borders upon the Mohawk Valley.
Stony Creek, Swarte and Dwaas Kils are the principal streams. A belt of heavy clay and gravelly
loam extends along tlie river above the bluffs. The soil is alluvial upon the MohaAvk flats and a
sandy loam in the central and n. parts, Clifton Park., (p. v.,) on the border of Half Moon,
contains 2 churches and 22 houses Amity, (Visschers Ferry p. o.,) a canal village in the s. part,
contains 1 church and 45 houses; Jonesville, (p. v.,) in the n. part, 1 church, the Jonesville
Academy,^" and 30 houses; and Rexford Flats," (p. v.,) a canal village in the s.w corner
;

of the town, 25 houses.

Grooms Corners,

(p. o.,) in

the

s.

w.,

Wry Dock,

(p. o.,) in

the

on the Mohawk, are hamlets. Part of this town was included in the
" Shannondhoi"
"Clifton Park" or
Patent, granted Sept. 23, 1708.^^ Settlements were made in the
s. E.,

and

Forts Ferry,

1 Named from a tract which had been burned over by the Indians for a deer pasture before white settlements began.
2 The McDonalds were natives of Ireland.
They had been enticed on board a vessel in the Shannon, brouglit to Philadelphia,
and sold for a term of years to pay for their jjassage.
3 Mr. Ball wag induced to settle by a donation of 500 acres of
land from the proprietors of the "Five Mile Square." He was
the pastor of the first religious society formed in town. His
father and Gen. Washington's mother (Mary Ball) were first
His son, John, was a lieutenant in the army during
cousins.
the Kevolution.
*
Among these early settlers were Judge Beriah Palmer, (afterward M. C) Judge Epenetus White, Edward A. Watrous, Capt.
Hez.
Stephen White, Paul Pierson, Capt. Tyrannus Collins,
Middlehrook, Elisha Benedict, John Iligby, Edmund .Tennings,
Saml. Nash, and Joseph Bettys and his son "Joe," (who was
afterward hung as a tory spy.) all from New England; Capt.
McCrea, from N. J. families named
Kenneth Gordon, and
Shearer, McDermids, and Frazers, from Scotland and Gon. Jas.
Gordon, George Scott. Francis Hunter, and 3 brothers Kennedy,
The Scotch families settled in
from the north of Ireland.
" Scotch Bush" and "Paisley Street." Gen. Gordon was a colonel
the
Revolution, and afterward a prominent
in the army during
citizen in the town and co. The first death recorded by tombof
Gen. Gordon's mother, who died in 1775.
was
that
in
stone
town
6 On the IGth of Oct. 17S0. a partv of 400 regulars and Indians
from Canada, under 5Iai. Munro, a tory from Schenectady, made
their appearance in the Ballston settlement. They designed to
attack Schenectady; but, after remaining encamped several

and took 24 prisoners.

of Halifax and Boston.
2 Christian, Bap., Presb., Prot. E.,

way
6'

f

;

Pronounced

All-I'loss,

and

and R.

C.

signifies "eel-place."

Among the other early settlers were David Maxwell. .Tosepli
La Rue, John McKnight. .John Taylor, and .lesso Conde, who
Harcame in 1775. Davis Bostwick kept the first store:
mons the first inn, .Tobn Rogers built the first sawmill, and
John Holmes the first gristmill.
9 The census
reports 4 churches 2 Presb.. Prot E., and M. E.
10 Established in 1841,
by Roscius R. Kennedy. It is under
the patronage of the Troy (M. E.) Conference.
n At this place the canal crosses the river on a fine stono
8

:

<S;

;

|

'

this

object.
They pildays, they returned Without effecting
laced and burned several houses at Ballston, killed one man,

After crossing the Kayaderosseras. Maj.

Munro addressed his men, stating his expectation that they
would be pursued, and directing that in case of an attack every
prisoner should at once be killed. For this brutal order he waa
cashiered on his arrival at Montreal. Three aged or infirm
prisoners were allowed to retiu-n, and the rest reached Bulwaggy
Bay on the eighth day, whence they passed into Canada. The
notorious Joe Bettys, with about 30 refugees, in May, 17S1,
captured 5 prisoners; and at the same time Judge White and
4 others were taken on the E. side of Long Lake, by another
gang, and marched off to Canada, excepting one, who escaped.
Col. Gordon and several others afterward escaped fi-om the Isle
of Orleans, and vrith great hardsliip made their way through
the wilderness to the St. Johns, and thence to the settlements in
Maine. They there learned of the pe.ace, and returned home by

I

aqueduct.
12 The
patentees were John and Johannes Fort. Gerret and
Maas Ryckse, .Tohn and Ryerse Quackenboss, and Derick Bratt,
most of whom were early settlers.
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names of the first settlers and the precise date of their
Valley, previous to 1700. The
The first church (Bap.) was organized Sept. 3, 1794; Rev. Abijah Peck
Bettlement are unknown.
was the founder and first pastor.^

Mohawk

CORIXTH —^was formed from Hadley, April 20,

1818. A part of Moreau was annexed Jan.
upon the Hudson, in the n. e. part of the co. The Kayaderosseras Mt. Range
occupies the central and N. parts, and the Palmertown Mts. the s.E. corner. The declivities of
these mountains are steep, rough, and broken, and their summits are rocky and mostly covered with
A valley 4 mi. wide separates the two ranges. The principal streams are the Hudson,
forests.
forming the N. E. border, and Cole Brook, flowing along the s. foot of the mountains. The Great
28, 1848.

It lies

Falls, in the

Hudson, are on the border of this town.^ Among the mountains in the n. part are
which are Efnor, Hunt, Jenny, and Black Lakes. The soil is a

several fine lakes, the principal of

sandy and clayey loam. Lumbering is extensively carried on, the Hudson River and small streams
from the hills furnishing an abundance of water-power. Jesstip§ Landing', (Corinth p.o.,)
on the Hudson, contains 3 churches and 88 dwellings; and South Corinfli (p. v.) 1 church
and 30 dwellings. The first settlement was made near S. Corinth, in 1790, by Fred. Parkman,
AVashington Chapman, Jeremiah Eddy, Jephtha Clark, and Jonathan Dewel.' The first church

was organized Jime

(Bap.)

1,

1822.*

DAY—^was formed from Edinburgh and Hadley, as " Concord," April 17,
changed Dec.

3,

It is the n.

1827.

w. corner town of the

1819.

Its

name was

Its surface is principally

occupied by
and Bald Mts., the principal peaks, near the center

Oak
The whole mountain region is wild, rugged, and rocky,
The Sacandaga River flows in a narrow valley through the

several spurs of tlie Kayaderosseras ^Its.
of the town, are 900 feet above the river.

and scarcely susceptible of cultivation.
Its course is tortuous, and it
part.

co.

is navigable through the town.
Paul, Glass House, and
Aliens Creeks are the other principal streams. Livingston, Sand, and Mud Lakes are small bodies
of water in the n. part.
The soil is a moderately fertile, sandy and clayey loam. Lumbering is
is a
extensively carried on. Ilunlsville (West Day p.o.) is a hamlet in the s. w. part.

s.

Way

The first permanent settlei's were Phineas Austin, James Thomas, and Dyer Perry, and
The first religious meetings were held in the barn of Peter Van
fixmilies named Clay and Bond.
Vleck, in 1801-02. The first church (Bap.) was formed in 1809. The census reports 2 churches;
p.o.

Christian and Ref. Prot. D.

formed from Providence. March 13, 1801, as " Northjield," and its
A part of Day was taken off in 1819. It lies upon the w. border
April 6,
of the CO., N. of the center. Its surface is principally occupied by two high mountain ridges separated
by the valley of the Sacandaga River. The mountain regions are rocky and broken, with a thin, sandy
or gravelly soil, and are covered with forests.
Beechers Creek is a small mill stream w. of the
river.
The soil on the river flats is a good quality of clayey and gravelly loam. Lumbering is the
chief occupation of the people.
BatchelerTille, (p. v.,) on the e. bank of the Sacondaga,
contains 30 houses; and Beechers IIollO'«T, (Edinburgh p.o.,) on the w. side of the river, 12.
The first settlers came in about 1790 and located in the valley below "Fish House."* The first
church (Bap.) was organized in 1798, by Rev. Mr. Munroe, from Galway.' Traces of an ancient

EDIIVBURGII—was

name was changed

1808.

Indian burial place are visible on the

GAIjWAY*—was

s.

bank of the Sacandaga, near the border of

formed from Ballston, March

on the w. border of the

7,

1792.

Day.''

Providence was taken

off in 1796.

occupied by a group of rounded
hills forming the southern continuation of the Kayaderosseras Mts.
The surface of the s. half is
gently undulating. The principal streams are head branches of Feegowesee and Calderwood Creeks
It lies

and the Mourning

co., s.

Its n. half is

of the center.

soil is generally a heavy clay, intermixed in places with sand and
near the center of the town, was incorp. April 18, 1838. It contains
3 churches, a female seminary,^ and about 45 houses; West Galvray, (p. v.,) on the border of
Fulton CO., contains 1 church and 20 houses. Yorks Corners, (E. Galway p.o.,) in the n.b.

gravel.

Kil.

Galfvay,

The

(p. v.,)

reports 6 cliurches 4 M. E., Bap., Ref. Prot. D.
See description of Warren Co.. page 670.
Amoup: the early settlers were Daniel Boardman and Stephen and Wm. Brayton, at.Tessups Landing; Elial Lindsay, at
Great Falls: and Ambrose Clothier, in the s. e. part of the town.
In 179fi.
Stephen Ashley kept the first inn, about 1800; and
D.auitl Boardmau kept the first store and built the first gristmill, about 1793.
* There are .3 churches in town
Bap.. Presb.. M. E.
* In 1791 the following
persons were livin? in the valley, yiz.:
ttloses Crane, Jacobus I'ilkins, Daniel Washburn, John Sumner,
1

The census

;

2

8

:

Obadiah Perrv. and

Saral. Rogers.

Daniel Abbott, from Conn.,

tauffht the first school, in 1794;
Chatfield kept the first
store, in 179ri: Isaac Deniing built the first gristmill, in 1793;
and Piilmer Munroe, the tir.st woolen factory, in 1808.
6 The census
reports 3 churches; 2 M. E., Presb.
1 Tradition
says that a band of Canadian Indians in canoes,
on an expeditiou against the Mohawks, at this place fell into an
ambuseade and were all slain. Bullets are frequently cut ont
of the trees in this vicinity.
8 Named from the native
place of the first Scotch settlers.
9

The Galway Academy.

SARATOGA COUNTY.
part,

Mosljervillc,

South Galway

(p.o.,)

near the n. border,

r>f<9

Wlsiteside Corners,

(p.o.,) in the n.w.,

and JVorttl Gal^vay (p.o.) are hamlets. The first settlers, from
Gahvay, Scotland, located in town in 1774.^ Rev. Simeon Smith, from Canterhook, came in town
in 1778, and located near Yorks Corners." He formed the first religious society (Bap.) during the
(p.o.)

following year.'

GREE.\FIEL.O—was formed from Saratoga and Milton, March 12, 1793. A part of ITadley
was taken off in 1801. It occupies a position a little n. w. of the center of the co. The Palmertown
Mountain Range extends along the e. border, and the Kayaderosseras Range occupies the w. par
of the town. A valley 6 mi. wide separates these ranges. The principal streams are the Kayaderosseras and its branches.
The soil is generally a gravelly loam intermixed with clay. Sections
of the surface are very stony. Iron ore has been found in the e. part.
Greenfield Center
(p.v.) contains 2 churches.
Pop. 85. JamesTille, (Middle Grove p.o.,) on the s. border, con-

Mount Pleasant,

tains 1 church, 2 paper mills, and 31 houses;
a glass factory and 140 inhabitants; and Porters

churches and 20 houses.

•2

Pages Corners
gerty and

are hamlets.

Rev. Elias Gilbert was the

Root located near Haggerty Hill in 1784.*

HADLiEY—was formed from Greenfield and
were amended Feb.

(p.v.,) in

theN. w. corner,

Corners, (p.v.,) near the center of the town,
West Greenfield, (p.o.,) IVortli Greenfield, (p.o.,) and

28, 1808.

Corinth was taken

preacher, in 1792.
Hagreports 9 churches in town.*

first

The census

Northumberland, Feb. 27, 1801. Its boundarie;?
off in 1818, and a part of Day in 1819.
It lies

upon the Hudson, in the n. e. corner of the co. A large share of
peaks and ridges of the Kayaderosseras Mts. Mt. Anthony is an

surface

is occupied by the
peak in the s.e. part.*
narrow; and below Conklingville itn

its

isolated

Sacandaga River flows through the s. part. Its valley is
is rapid and
frequently interrupted by falls. The soil generally is a coarse, yellowish, unproductive sand and gravel. Lumbering and tanning are extensively carried on. Conklingville, (West Hadley p.o.,) on the Sacandaga, in the w. part of the town, contains 1 church, a
large tannery,'' and 39 houses. Hadley (p.o.) is a hamlet at the junction of Sacandaga and
Hudson Rivers. Richard Hilton commenced the first settlement, just after the close of the Revolu
The census reports 2 churches in town a F. W, Bap. and a Wes. Meth.
tion, on the Hudson.®
current

;

HAL.F MOO]¥»—was
name was changed

formed as a

district,

March

24, 1772,

and as a town, March

7,

1788,

"

Orange" April 17, 1816, and the original name was restored Jan. 16,
1820. Waterford was taken off in 1816, and Clifton Park in 1828. Its surface is undulating and
broken by the narrow ravines of small streams. Hudson River forms the e. boundary, and the
Its

to

Mohawk a portion of the s. The river intervales are about ^ mi. vdde, and are bordered by a line
of steep, clay bluffs 60 to 100 feet high.
The other streams are Anthonys, Dwaas, and Steena Kils.
The soil is a clayey and gravelly loam upland, and a fine quality of alluvium in the intervales.
Crescent'"

(P-'^-)

is

a canal village nesar the center of the

s.

border of the town.

Pop. 593.

]>Iiddleto«vn, (Half Moon p. o.,) 1 J mi. e. of Crescent, has a pop. of 230 Meclianirsville,
(p. V.,) at the mouth of Anthonys Kil, lies mostly in Stillwater.
Pop. in Half Moon, 495. Clifton Parli (p. v.) is on the w. line. IVewtoivn, Smltbtown, and Grays Corners
are hamlets.
The first settlements are supposed to have been made between 1680 and '90, by
Germans, on the Mohawk Flats.'' The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was organized in 1800.'^
;

Among the early settlers were John and James Major, John
MoClellanfl, AVm., Roht., and Alex. Kelsey, and John McIIarg,
who all came over in the same ship, in 1774. The first death was
that of James Major, killed by the fall of a tree. Sept. 11. 1776;
John McClelland or
Prendergast kept the first store, in
1

1780; Daniel Campbell

hiiilt

the

first gristmill.

2

Mr. Smith was accnmpanied by his parents and 3 brothersSimeon Babcock, Keuben Mattison, and .Toseph Bawn.
s The census
reports 6 churches in town ; 2 Bap., Christian,
Friends, M. E., and Presb.
*
other
the
early settlers were
Brewster, Wm. Scott,
Among

in-law,

a soldier of the Revolution, who came in 1785; Isaao Demmon,
John Benedict, Nath'l Seymour, and Benj. Ingham, in 1787 Jas.
;

Vail andChas. Mirick, in 1789; Isaac and Darius Stephens,
Keynolds and his sons, in 1790; EseckTurletot, in 17"jy; and
Scribner taught the first school, in 1792
Miner, soon after.
Joel Reynolds kept the first inn, in 1789; Gershom Morehouse
built the first saw and grist mill, at Middle Grove, the same year.
Benj. Clinch kept the first store, at Porters Corners, in 1787.
5 3
Bap., 2 M. E., 2 Friends, Cong., and Univ.
9 Iron ore was
formerly obtained on the w. side of this mounto
tain,
supply the furnace at Luzerne.
' Tliis
tannery consumes 5.000 cords of bark and manufactures
50,000 sides of leather per annum.
8 Alex. Stewart settled on the Hudson in
1788; Elijah Ellis,
on the 8. side of the Sacondaga,
Ricard, on the N., and Henry
;

Walker, at Hadley, in 1790.

Wilson taught the

first School,

in 1791-92. Delane & Hazard built the first sawmill, in 1791
and Alex. Stewart, the first gristmill, in 1803. .Jonathan Flanders kept the fir.=it inn. and Jeremy Rockwell the first store, in
1807. Col. Gordon Conkling built the tannery at Conklingville
;

and placed the first steam tug on the river.
9 Named from the crescent
shape of the land between tlw
Hudson and the Mohawk.
1" The canal crosses the Mohawk
at this place on astone aqiie.
duct 1,150 feet long and supported by 26 stone piers.
n In 1689 it was resolved by the authorities of Albany to remove tlie fort about the house and barn of Harme I.ievese, at
Half Moon, to a more convenient place, from which it is in

—

ferred that a considerable settlement existed at that time. In
1714 the precinct of Half Moon contained 101 inhabitants.
Among the early settlers were Oldert Onderkirk. on the flats,
Fort, on the Judge Leland farm, and
Taylor, at Mechanicsville, before 1763. The ancient stone hou.se on the Dansbach place, in the s. w. corner of the town, was built in 1718, by
Killian Van Den Bergh. There was a sawmill on Steena Kil,
near Crescent, in 1762. Wm. Bradshaw built a gristmill on
Dwaas Kil at the close of the Revolution. A bridge was erected
across the Mohawk in 1794. at a cost of $12,000.
12 The census
reports 7 churches in town ; 3 M. E., Bap., Wes.

Meth., Presb., and Friends.
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jUAliTA— was

formed from Stillwater, March 3, 1802, and a part of Saratoga was annexed
upon the w. bank of Saratoga Lake, s. e. of the center of the co. Its
surface is chiefly an undulating upland, 60 to 80 feet above Saratoga Lake, and broken by the deep
The streams are Kayaderosseras Creek, forming the n. boundary. Ballsstreams.
gullies of small
ton Outlet Creek, an inlet, and Anthonys Kil, the outlet of Round Lake, and Drummonds Brook,
Round Lake, in the s. e., is nearly circular, and 1 mi. in diameter.
fiowino- into Saratoga Lake.
A swampy region covering an area of several hundred acres lies in the n. e. part of the town, at
The soil is principally a light, sandy loam, with clay and muck
the mouth of the Kayaderosseras.
in the lowlands. Dunning Street, (Malta p. o.,) near the center of the town, contains 1 church
and 17 houses. Maltaville, (p. o.,) in the s. part, Malta Ridge, in the n, and Halls

March

28, 1805.

It lies

Corners, are hamlets. The first settlers were two men named Drummond and McKelpin, whc
came before the Revolution and located w. of the lake.^ The census reports 5 churches in town.''

—was formed

and a part of Greenfield was taken ofi"
moderately hilly in the n., and
toward
in
with
inclination
the
a
Creek, which flows s.e.
s.,
Kayaderosseras
undulating
slight
through the center of the tovra. This stream has a rapid fall and furnishes a valuable waterpower.
Kayawese Creek, from the w., is its principal tributary. In the n. part are limestone
The Saratoga mineral spring region
ridges, extensively quarried for building stone and lime.

MIBLiTOIV

in 1703.

It lies

a

little s.

from Ballston, March
of the center of the co.

7,

1792,

Its surface is

extends through the s.e. part. The soil is generally a sandy loam. Ballston Spa, (Ballston
It is situated on Kayaderosseras Creek, in the
p.o.,) the CO. seat, was incorp. March 21, 1807.
It contains the co. buildings, 2 seminaries,' 5 churches, 2 printing offices,
s. e. corner of the town.

and several manufacturing establishments.* Pop. 2,285, of which 1,941 are in this town. This
village has long been celebrated for its mineral springs.* Rock City Mills (p. v.) contains 3
paper mills and 34 housep "West Milton (p. v.) a church, a paper mill, a shingle mill, a hoe facRloodville a scythe, edge tool, and knitting factories, and 40 houses and
tory, and 40 houses
Factory Village 2 paper mills and 22 houses. Milton Center and Cranes Village
are hamlets. The first settlement in town was made by David "Wood and his sons Stephen, Benj.,
Elijah, Nathan, and Enoch, who purchased 600 acres and moved into town before the Revolution.^
The first church (Bap.) was organized Jan. 22, 1793.''
;

;

;

MOREAU®—was

A part was annexed to
bend of the Hudson, in the n.e. corner of the co. The w.
part of the town is occupied by the rocky and precipitous peaks of the Palmertown Mt. Range.
The central and e. portions are undulating and broken by the narrow ravines of small streams.
The Hudson River forms the n., the e., and a part of the w. boundary of the town. Upon it«
course are numerous rapids and waterfalls.^ The Snook Kil and its tributaries drain the s. part
of the town.
The soil is generally a light, yellow, sandy loam, but in the s. and w. are tracts of clay
and gravel. South Glens Falls, (p. v.,) on the Hudson, opposite Glens Falls, contains several
Corinth in 1848.

taken from Northumberland, March 28, 1805.

It lies in the great

manufacturing establishments;'" pop. 513.

Fortsville,

(p. v.,) in

the central part, contains 25

Clarks Corners, Reynolds Corners, and State Dam are hamlets. Moreau
Station is a p. o., situated on the R. & "W. R. R. Settlements are said to have been made before the

houses.

Revolution

;

but their history

is

only a vague tradition.'^

The first church (Bap.) was built in

1795.*'

1 These men were
suspected of toryism and were driven from water is similar to that of the Saratoga Springs, only less strong.
the CO. Michael Dunning, with 6 sons and 3 daughters, from Gas is copiou.sly discharged with these waters.
9
Conn., came into town in 1777-78. John Rhoades and Timothy
Benajah Douglas, grandfather of Hon. Stephen A. Douglas,
Shipman were the fir.st settlers on Malta Ridge; Robt. and built a log house near the spring, for the accommodation of
John Hunter and Jeliiel Parks located at Maltaville about the visitors, in 1792. Silas Adams and Elyah Walbridge located
In 1792 Nicholas Low
commencement of the Revolution.
in the N. part of the town in 1784-85.
« 2 M.
built a tavern close by the spring; and in 1804 he erected tlie
E., Cong., Prot. Meth., and Presb.
'•
8 The Ballston
Sonci
Hotel."
for
Sans
was
established
in
1846.
Spa Institute,
boys,
' The census
The Ballston Spa Academy wa.s opened in 1855.
reports 8 churches in town ; 2 Bap., 2 M. E^ 2
* In the village are a
cotton, oilcloth, edge tool, 2 seamless Presb., Prot. E., and R. C.
8 Named from Marshal
Moreau, who visited the U. S. in 1804-05.
bag, and 2 knitting factories, a tannery, and 2 gristmills. A
» See
mfg. CO. was incorp. here March 10, 1810.
page 690.
5 These
10 In this
springs were first discovered in the survey of the
village are 2 sash and blind factories, a tub and
They are situated on the mar- spoke factory, planing mill, broom handle factory, an extensive
Kayaderosseras Patent in 1769.
gin of a small stream that flows into Kayaderosseras Creek. sawmill, and marble factory. Cheney & Ame's sawmills employ
The Old Spring, formerly much used, was greatly impaired by 75 men, run 150 to 190 "saws, and manufacture more than
the opening of La Fayette Spring, within 30 feet, in 1825. 10,000,000 feetof lumber per annum. The marble manufactured
Washington Spring was obtained in 1827, by boring 237 feet in is a black variety obtained from the Chazy limestone in the
the slate. The Saline, or United States Spring, is considerably immediate vicinity.
11 A man named Marvin was the first settler at Fortsville,
Impregnated with salt. Besides these are the Fulton and Franklin Springs and the Low Well. In 1817, 4 springs were dis- about 1795 ; Edward and Elijah Durham and Holly St. John
Hamilton built
covered within 20 feet of each other in the bed of the stream. were the first settlers at Clarks Corners
Their properties were unlike, and after a little time they be- the first gristmill, about 1800. Abel Crandall kept the first inn,
came fresh. These springs are generally clear, cool, and spark- in 1798.
12 The census
Their average temperature is about 50°. The mineral
ling.
reporta 5 churches; Bap., Cong., M. E., Union,
properties are diSerent in different springs; but generally the and Friends.
;
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A

WORTIirMBERl..ijVO—was
was taken

formed from Sarivto<>;a, March IG, 1798.
part of Iladley
It lies upon the Hudson, n. of the
1801, Morcau in 1805, and Wilton in 1818.
line of clay
Its surface is level or undulating and broken by deep ravines.

off in

A

center of the co

and

30

slate bluffs,

to

100 feet high, extends along the river.

Snook Kil and

its

tributary,

Beaver

Dam

Creek, are the principal streams. The soil is generally a light, sandy loam. This town
shares with Fort Edward the Fort Miller Falls.^ Gansevoort,^ (P-v.,) on Snook Kil, in the

and a pop. of 162. It is a station on the S. & W. R. R.
and Xortliumberland, (p.o.,) in the s.e. part of the town, are
hamlets. Fort Miller was built in this town in 1755, under the direction of Col. Miller. It was
A blockhouse
located upon the flat, above the rapids, and was enclosed on three sides by the river.
was built on the heights that commanded the position on the w. The first settlers probably came
in before the Revolution.
Among them was a man named Munroe,* who built the first sawmill,
at Gansevoort.* There are 4 churches in town.^
N. part of the town, contains 2 churches

Bacon

IlilP

(p-o.)

PROVIDEHTCE —was
1801.

It lies

formed from Galway, Feb.

near the center of the w. border of the

5,

1796, and

Edinburgh was taken off in
mountainous in the n. ^

Its surface is

co.

The high regions along the n. and e. borders are mostly covered
s. w.
and Frenchmans Creeks, small mill streams rising in the
Cadmans,
Hans,
Hagadorns,
mountains and flowing s. w. into Fulton co., are the principal watercourses. The soil is chiefly a
coarse, yellow sand or gravel of poor quality.
Large tracts are stony and rocky. Wooden ware,
Barkersville (p.o.) and Ilagadorn
leather, and lumber are extensively manufactured.
and broken and
with

hilly in the

forests.

Hollov^' are hamlets. Providence and W. Providence are p. offices. The first settlement was made previous to the Revolution, but the settlers were driven off during the war.
Among the first settlers after the war were Nathaniel Wells and Seth Kellogg." There are 3
churches in town: Bap., Christian, and M. E.

SARATOGA'—was

formed as a

district,

March

24, 1772,

and as a town, March

7,

1788.

Easton (Washington co.) was taken off in 1789, a part of Greenfield in 1793, Northumberland in
1798, a part of Malta in 1805, and Saratoga Springs in 1819. It lies upon the Hudson, near the
center of the e. border of the co.
range of high, rounded, and sometimes terraced hills extends
These hills rise 450 feet above the Hudson and slope
N. and s. through the central and w. parts.

A

Narrow alluvial flats bordered by high clay bluffs extend along the Hudson.
Saratoga Lake forms a portion of the w. boundary. Fish Creek, the outlet of the lake, flowing
through the n. part of the town, is the principal stream and upon it are several fine mill sites.
The other streams are small brooks. The soil n. of Fish Creek is light and sandy, and in the
in every direction.

;

remaining parts of the town it is a gravelly and clayey loam. Three mineral springs, known as
'•Quaker Springs," issue from the Hudson River slate, in a ravine a little s.e. of the center of the
town.' Scla«ylerville,'° (p. v.,) incorp. April 16, 1831, is situated on the river, at the mouth
'
of Fish Creek.
It contains 4 churches, the Schuylerville Academy, a newspaper office, a bank,
cotton factory, and foundery; pop. 1,184. Victory Mills, (p. v.,) situated on Fish Creek, con1 church, a machine shop, and an extensive cotton factory ;^^ pop. 729.
Quali.er
Spring's, (p. V.,) near the center of the town, contains 1 church and 22 houses. Grangerville, (p. 0.,) on Fish Creek, is a hamlet. Deans Corners (p. o.) and Coveville are
hamlets. Settlement was begun in the early part of the last century, upon the Hudson.'^ The first
church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed before the Revolution.^* The census reports 7 churches in town.^*

tains

SARATOGA SPRINGS —was formed from Saratoga, April 9,
central position in the co.
1

See p. 682.

2

Named from

Its surface is rolling or

The name was
Col. Peter Gansevoort,

who

located here soon

after the war.
* Named frora

Ebenezer Bacon, who came from Conn, in 1794,
and opened the first framed tavern the same year. The place
"
has been called " FiddUlown" and
Popes Corner^' at different
times
<

was

Munroe was a

tory,

and

fled to

Canada, and his property

coufiscated.

Gansevoort discovered the irons of Munroe's mill and erected
a new sawmill, lie soon after built a gristmill. Fort Miller
bridge was first erected by a company incorp. March 16, 1803.
Tho present bridge was erected in 1845. It has a Binji;le road
« 2 Ref. Prot.
track and a canal towing path.
D., 2 M. E.
7
Corey built the first sawmill, in 1786, and the first
Shankgristmill, soon afterward. The first inn was kept by
8

land.
8

moderately

Written " Saraghtoga" until about 1793.

of Che Kayaderosseras Patent this

Upon the old map
name is spelled " Seraghtogha."

It occupies a nearly
Kayaderosseras Creek

1819.

hilly.

first applied to a settlement on the Hudson, in
the vicinity of the present village of Schuylerville. It is said to
•'
swift water," and was applied to the rapids in the river,
signify
in contradistinction to still water, just below.
» The water of th>'se
springs contains lime, magnesia, and
iron, held in solution by carbonic acid, and a large proportion
of common salt and snda.
w Named in honor of Gen. Philip Schuyler, who resided hero
previous to the Revolution. During the war hia buildings and
mills were burned by order of Burgoyne.
11 There are 455 looms in this
factory. In 1857, 3,565,411 yds.
of print cloths and silesias were manufactured.
12 At the attack
Fort
Old
Saratoga, upon the opposito
upon
side of the Hudson, in the fall of 1745. several sawmills and
other buildings, upon Fish Creek and the river, were burned,
and about 30 families were killed or taken prisoners.
18 The British
troops made a riding school of this church
during the war.
M 3 M. E., Bap., Ref. Prot. D., R.C., and Friends.
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and Saratoga Lake, forming the s. boundary, are skirted by a line of Iott bluffs. The streams are
An extensive tract lying N. of Saratoga Lake and along the course
Ellis and Owl Pond Creeks.
of Owl Pond Creek is low and swampy. The soil is an inferior quality of yellowish, sandy loam.
The far famed mineral springs, which give to the town its name, are situated about 3 mi. n. w. of
Saratoga Lake. They are near the center of the mineral spring region, which has a radius of
nearly 10 mi.^ Saratoga Springs (p. v.) was incorp. April 17, 1826. It contains 2 female
seminaries,^ 7 churches, 2 banks, 5 printing offices, 2 public halls, 22 hotels,' and several sanitary
institutions.*
Pop. 5,129. The business of the village is principally connected with the enter
tainment of strangers during the fashionable watering season. The springs are on that part of the
Kayaderosseras Patent that fell to the share of Rip Van Dam. Sir Wm. Johnson is said to have

been the first white person who ever used the Saratoga vraters for medicinal purposes. In 1767
he was brought to the place on a litter, and, after remaining several days, he was able to return
on foot. His example was followed, and the visits of invalids soon became of frequent occurrence.
In 1773, Derick Scowton made the first clearing and erected a hut. He was followed soon after
by George Arnold and Saml. Norton.* In 1783, Gen. Schuyler cut a road through from Fish Creek,
and spent several weeks here, living in a tent. The next year he erected a framed house, (the first in
town,) and annually afterward until his death he spent a part of the summer here with his family.*
Several prominent

men have

resided in the village.'

STILrLTTATER^—was formed March

7,

Hi'jh Socli Sprint}, the first discovercfl of these, wn.s so named
from a pyramidal mound of calcareous tufa 3i feet high and 24J
feet in dianirter at the base wliich has been formed around it.
An aperture I foot in diameter opens from the top of the rock
I

in which the water generally rises 1| feet above the
surface of the ground. It is said that the water once overflowed
the to|); but at an early day the rock was cracked by the fall
of a tree, and the water sunk to its present level. Congress
Spring was discovered in 1792, by a hunting party, and named
in conipliiiicnt to John Taylor, one of the niinibor, who had
been a meni'ier of the Continental Congress. The present spring
was obtained Ijy sinking a well in the bed of the stream near
the original fountain. Tlie Columbia Spring, a few rods s. w. of
the latter, is chalybeate, and constantly boiling from the escape
The Hamiltnn
of gas. It was opened in 1S06, by 0. Putnam.
Spring, 50 ri'ds N. E. of Congress, was discovered by 0. Putnam,
and brought into use by Dr. Clarke. The Pavilion Fountain,
opened in 1S39. has a smart, pungent taste. The Iodine Spring,
situated a few rods N. of High Kock, was opened in 1S39. The

downward,

EfOREDIENTg.

The census

1788.

A

reports 7 churches in town.^

part of Easton (Washington co.)

wag

water contains a large proportion of iodine and very little iron.
Tins spring has sometimes been called the Walton Spring, from
Henry Walton, a large proprietor of lauds in the vicinity. T/i«
Empire Spring, the most northerly in the village, was opened
in 1846. It discharges 75 gallons per hour.
The Washingtrm
Spring, 50 rods s. w. of Congress Spring, was opened in 1S06.
Putnam Spring is in the immediate vicinity. Flat Hock Spring,
100 rods N. E. from Hamilton, is chalylieate. Ped Spring is 90
rods N. E. of High Kock; and Monroe Spring, 15 rods N.of Flat
Rock. Ten Springs were discovered in 1^14,1 mi. N. e. of tho
£llis Spring is situated in a ravine 2 mi. s. w. of Convillage.
gress. There are several other springs in the immediate vicinity.
Ba'.hs are connected with most of these springs, and an immense
trade has sprung up in the bottling and sale of the water. Tho
temperature of the fountains ranges from 48° to 51°, and it is
not sensibly affected by the seasons. The following table gives

an analysis of

number

several of these springs.
of grains in a gallon of water.

The

iigures

show

th<5
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It is
It lies upon tli^ Hudson, s. e. of the center of the co.
off in 1780, and Malta in 1802.
uneven iu the s. and moderately hilly in the n. The highest point is about 250 feet above the
Hudson. A range of clay bluffs GO to 100 feet high borders upon intervales of the Hudson and

taken

The streams are generally small brooks flowing in deep gullies worn in the drift
Kil.
The n. w. corner borders upon Saratoga Lake. The river intervales are alluvial. West
deposits.*
of the river bluffs is a wide belt of heavy clay ; and in the s. w. part is a sandy tract interspersed
Anthonys

a sulphur spring.^ Still^Tater, (p. v.,) incorp. April 17,
4 churches, and manufactories of lumber, paper,
woolens, and castings. Pop. 552. MeclianiC^lTille, (p. v.,) incorp. July 16, 1859, situated on
the Hudson, at the mouth of Anthonys Kil, on the line of Half Moon, is a station on the Rensselaer

with swamps.
1816,

is

Upon

the lake shore

situated on the Hudson.

is

It contains

&

Saratoga R. R. It contains 5 churches, a printing office, and an extensive linen thread manufacHeights,* (p.o.,) on the
Pop. 1,111,-616 in Stillwater, 495 in Half Moon.
Champlain Canal, near the Hudson, and Ketcliums Corners (p.o.) are hamlets. This town

Bcmis

tory .^

was included
first

in the Saratoga Patent of 1684
church (Cong.) was established in 1763.®

WATERFOR»»—was
the

Hudson and Mohawk

surface

is

;

and settlement was commenced about 1750.*
There are 8 churches in town.''

formed from Half Moon, April

Rivers, in the

s. e.

mostly an upland, 50 to 100 feet above the

perpendicular range of slate

bluffs,

and

tlie

sandy, clayey, and alluvial loam of great

17, 1816,

river.

It lies at the junction of

Its area is

corner of the co.

The Mohawk

The

is

about 7

sq. mi.

Its

Dordered by an almost

Hudson Valley by a range of clay bluffs. The soil is a
The falls in the Mohawk furnish a valuable

fertility.

water-power. Waterford,' (p. v.,) incorp. April 6, 1801,^° situated on the Champlain Canal,
near the confluence of the Hudson" and Mohawk Rivers, is a station on the Rensselaer &
It contains 6 churches, a
Saratoga R. R. and the Albany & Northern R. R.
newspaper office, a

bank, and several manufacturing establislmients.'* Pop. 3,083. Settlement was commenced by
The census reports 7 churches in town.''
the Dutch at a very early day.

"WILiTON—was

formed from Northumberland, April 20, 1818. It lies a little n.e. of the
Mts., with their steep, rocky slopes and broken, forest-covered
summits, extend across the n. w. corner. The center and s. w. are gently undulating, or broken by
low ridges. The principal streams are Snook Kil and Bog Meadow and Cold Brooks. The soil in
the E. and s. e. is a yellow, sandy loam resting on clay, and in some places swampy. At the foot
center of the co.

The Palmertown

is a belt of productive gravel and clay loam.
A heavy growth of white
and yellow pine originally covered the plains, but little woodland now remains. Near Emersons
Corners is a spring of acidulous and carbonated water, and in the s. part of the tovim is a sulphur
spring. fVilton (p. v.) contains 20 houses; and Emersons Corners, in the n. part of the
town, is a hamlet. The first settlement was made in 1774 or '75, by Rowland Perry and his sons
Samuel, John, Benj., Absalom, Roswell, Artemas, Rowland, and Joseph, from Dutchess co."
Near the mill pond on Snook Kil are traces of Indian occupation pestles, broken pottery, and flint
arrow heads have been found in abundance. The census reports 4 churches in town.**

of the Palmertown Mts.

;

1

Upon these streams are several fine cascades.
2 This
spring is called the White Sulphur Spring. A few
years since, a hotel and bathing house were erected here, and a
small steamer was put upon the lake. The building was burned
2 or 3 years after, and the enterprise was abandoned.
3 The American Linen Thread
Manufacturing Co. was organized in 1852.

The number of men employed

Named from Jonathan

is

125.

Bemis, who during the Revolution
kept the only inn worthy of note on the Albany & Fort Edward Road.
6
Among the first settlers were John Thompson, Geo. Palmer,
Benjamin, Dirck Swart,
Ensign,
Burlinghame,
Abeel. The first gristmill was built by Geo. Palmer,
and
before the Revolution.
6 This church was
organized at Litchfield, Conn., in 1752, and
in 1763 was removed to Stillwater. Kev. Robt. Campbell was
the first pastor.
1 3 M. E., 2
Bap., Presb., Prot. E., and R. C.
8 The Indians called the country around the mouth of the
Mohawk " Nach-te-nack." This town was formerly known as
Half Moon Point and the semi-circular tract between the Hudson and the Mohawk was called Half Moon. Its present name
originated from the fact that at the village of Waterford a ford
*

Bancker was employed

to lay it out into village lots. July 11,
1841, a destructive fire occurred, which destroyed 130 buildings.
1" On the 25th of
March, 1794, Hezekiah Ketchum, Jacobus
Van Schoonhoven, Matthew Gregory, Isaac Keeler, John Pettett,
Duncan Oliphant, and Thos. Smith were constituted trustees of
Half Moon Point.
11
bridge across the Hudson at this place was built in 1804,
at a cost of $50,000. The present structure, known as the
" Union
Bridge," was built in 1812, '13, and '14, at a cost of
$20,000.
12 A
hydraulic canal i mi. in length was constructed ii.
1828-29, by J. F. King. Upon this canal are 2 stock and die

A

factories, a machine shoj), ax factory, twine factory, ink aud
lampblack factory, soap and candle factory, flouring mill, and
a pearling mill. On the Chaniijlain Canal are 3 flouring mills,
a foundery and macliine shop, an auger factory, and a distillery.
The fire engine works at this place were started in 1831. About
$60,000 worth of work is turned out per annum, and 40 men
are employed.
13
Bap., Cong., M. E., Presb., Prot. E., Ref. Prot. D., and R. C.
1^ John
Stiles, Ebenezer King, John Laing, Peter Johnson,
and Jas. and Wm. McGregor settled in town iu 1775 and John
Boyce, Robt. Milligan, John Kendrick, and Enoch M. Place
in 1784. John Laing built the first sawmill, in 1784-85, and
crossed to Haver Island.
5 In 1784 the site of the
village was purchased by Col. Jacobus Wm. McGregor the first gristmill, soon after the war.
Stephen
Van Schoon,
Ostrom the first store.
Middlebrook, Ezra Hickock, Judge White, King kept the first inn, and
15
and several others, most of whom were from Conn. ; and Elores
Bap., M. E., Prot. Meth., and Union.
;

38

;
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, .Dwellings, Families, Freelwlders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Saratoga County.
Acres op

Names of Towhs.

Ballston
Charlton

ClUton Park.
Corinth

Day
Edinburgh
Gal way
Greenfield

,

Hadley
Half Moon

,

JIalta

Milton

Moreau
Northumberland

.

Providence
Saratoga
Saratoga Springs.
Stillwater-

Waterford
Wilton
Total

,

La>t).
|

|

SCHENECTADY COUNTY.
This county vras formed from Albany, March 7, 1809. It is centrally
and contains 221 sq. mi. The greater
part lies between Mohawk River and Schoharie Creek,—one
town only lying n. of the Mohawk. The surface consists of the
Mohawk Valley and an upland, generally much broken by ridges
The highlands
lud isolated hills, 200 to 350 feet above the river.
;ire the northern continuation of the Ilelderbergh and Schoharie
distant 20 mi. from Albany,

The underlying rock is generally the shales of the Hudson
^Its.
River group, which crop out in the valleys and the bottoms of the
In portions of GlenviUe and Duanesburgh this rock
ravines.
underlaid by birdseye limestone, fi'om which are obtained both
lime and stone for building. The greater part of the surface is
covered with a thick deposit of drift, consisting principally of clay in the w. part and sand in the e.
The rocks crop out on the banks of the streams and form the declivities of the steeper hills. The
soil in the w. part is a tenacious, clayey loam, underlaid by hardpan on the hills, and in the E. a
is

The valley of the Mohawk consists of a deep, rich alluvium, well adapted
and extensively devoted to the cultivation of broomcorn.^
The principal streams are Mohawk River, Schoharie Creek, and Normans Kil, and their
branches. The valleys of these streams are generally bordered by the steep declivities of the
uplands, rising to a height of about 300 feet. Many of the smaller streams have worn deep
light,

unproductive sand.

to tillage,

in the loose di'ift deposits, giving to the surface a very broken character.
These
small streams are mostly dry in summer. The fine alluvial flats near Schenectady, extending 5
"
Bouiolandt.""^
tract 2
mi. w. on the s. side of the river, were called by the first settlers the
"
a
on both sides, 4 mi. w.
and
tract
mi. in extent, N. of the river, was called the
Maalwyck ;"^
" Wbestina."*
of the city, was known as the
region immediately about Schenectady was called
"
"
the
hills s. were known as the
Tan-ta-puch-a-berg ;"^ and those on
Oron-nygh-wim-ie-gughre ;"
"
Woestina"
both sides of the river above the city were called " Tou-ar-e-u-ne." The streams of
were " Terf Kil,'"' Zantzee Kil,'' and " Bighelbrigh Kil."^ The valleys are best adapted to tillage
and the hills to pasturage.* Manufactures are chiefly limited to the city of Schenectady.^" In
gullies,

A

A

broom factories, employing 450 persons.
seat is located at Schenectady City."
The courthouse and clerk's office are both
Union St. the former contains the courtroom, jail, sheriflf's and supervisors' rooms,*'

.Glenville are about a dozen

The county
situated on

:

The poorhouse is located on a farm of 116 acres,
on an average, about 75 inmates, and the farm
There are 5 newspapers published in the co.'^

and the latter the clerk's and surrogate's
on the Albany Road, just e. of the city.
yields a revenue of $1,200.

offices.

It has,

1 One-half of the entire broomcorn crop of the State is raised
within this co. A considerable portion of the broomcorn land
is annually overflowed, rendering it continually fertile; and
tracts have produced this crop alone for many years.
many
2 " Arable Land."
3 " Whirl-back," from the tortuous course of the Mohawk.
* " Wilderness."
"
B Mixed Indian and Dutch,
signifying John-ear-of-corn-hill."
* " Paint Creek," from the
yellow earth along the banks.
8 '
» " Sea-Sand Creek."
Rail-bridge Creek."
* At an
early period the Mohawk Valley was celebrated for its
large wheat crops ; but now very little is raised.
10 See
page 598.
11
By the terms of the act making Schenectady the co.
Beat, the courthouse was to be built at the expense of the city.
The first county officers were Gerrit S. Veeder. First Judge;
Peter V. Veeder, Clerk; Jas. V. S. Riley, Sheriff; and Wm. J.

Teller, Surrogate.
12

The first courts were held in the City Hall, and afterward
West College.
The following is a nearly complete list of the newspapers in

in the
1'

the
'

CO.

:

—

The Western Spectator was issued prior to 1807.
The Schenectady Cabinet was commenced in Jan.

1809,

by Isaac

In 1850 it passed into the hands of S. S. Kiggs,
continued it until 1857.
The Western Budget was issued a short time in 1809.
Tlie Mohawk Advertiser was pub. in 1810 by R. Schermerhorn.
T}l& Floriad, Svo, mo., was published in 1811.
Riggs.

who

TM

Schenectady Gazette was published in 1812, by Ryer Scher-

merhorn.

Whig was issued in 1830, by C. G. and
A. Palmer, and w.is continued until 1804.

Tlie Schenectady County

The Schenectady Standard was published

in 1831,

by

T. J.

Sutherland.

The Schenectady Democrat was begun

The

C. G. and A.
Palmer. T. AV. Flagg became its publisher in 1837, and
the same year it was changed to
Reflector
It
has been successively published by G. Yates, £. H. Kmin 1828,

by

and Schenectady Democrat.

caid, and A. A.
VV. Hoffman.

Keyser, and

is

now

published by Fred.

The Censor was published in 1834, by the students of Union College.
Tlie Parthenon, mo., was published in 1846-47
by the college
students.

The Mohawker was published in 1835, by Riggs & Norris.
The Protestant Sentinel was commenced in 1835, by Rev. John
Maxon, and continued 2 years.
TM Wreath was started in 1835, by W. H. Burleigh, and continued 1 year.
Freedom's Sentiwl was issued during the campaign of 1840, by
Stephen S. Riggs.
Thi Antiquarian and General Seview, mo., was started in 1845,
by Rev. W. Arthur, and continued 2 years.
Thf, Scroll, mo., was published a short time in 1849.
Schenectady Democrat was founded in 1853. by
Wm. .M. Culljnrne and W. X. Clark. lu 1867 it was sold
to A. J. Thompson, and in Ajiril, 1859, to C. Thayer.
595
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The great flat upon the Mohawk w. of "Fort Orange," and where the city of Schenectady now
was bought of the natives in July, 1G61, in the name of Arent Van Corlaer ;^ and settlement
was commenced during the same year. It was under the charge of 5 commissioners until Nov. 1,
1684, when Gov. Dongan granted a patent confirming previous rights and extending the territory.^
s'tands,

—

the night between the 8th and 9th of Feb. 1690, N.S.,^ the settlement then consisting of about
was surprised by a party of about 300 French and Indians, and nearly every house was
burned. Sixty-three persons were killed, and 27 were carried to Canada as prisoners. The night

On

80 houses

—

cold, and the nearest place of refuge was Albany, to which a few escaped after much
In 1702 R. Schermerhorn became sole trustee and in 1705 a new patent was issued,
conferring certain township privileges. On the 23d of Oct. 1765, the place was created a borough,
with the rights and immunities incident to these corporations.* From 1726 to the Revolution the

was intensely
suffering.*

;

toAvnship of Schenectady sent a representative to the General Assembly. During the war the \"illage
was fortified and garrisoned at the public expense, and many families from the Upper Mohawk

sought protection here from the incursions of the tories and Indians.® For several years after 1779
a large number of friendly Oneida and Tuscarora families, driven from their homes by the hostile

were supported in this vicinity at the expense of the General Government. At the return
of peace the settlement shared in the general prosperity.
new impulse was given to business by
the improvements effected by the Western Inland Navigation Co., which enabled large boats to
tribes,

A

Upon the completion of the Erie Canal the MohawK navigation was entirely
superseded. For several years after the completion of the r. r. from Albany in 1831, large
quantities of merchandise were sent here to be shipped on the canal, saving the delay of the cirmake longer voyages.'

cuitous route and numerous locks on the canal between Schenectady and Troy.* In 1832 a k. r.
was built to Saratoga, in 1835, to Utica, and in 1843, to Troy. In 1849 several plank roads were
built,

which since have been mostly abandoned.

DFAU'ESBURCrH^—was
recognized as a town

March

erected as a township, by patent, March 13, 1765, and it was first
It lies in the s. w. corner of the co.
Its surface consists

22, 1788.

an upland, broken by the narrow valleys and gullies of small streams. Schoharie Creek
The
a portion of its w. boundary, and Normans Kil flows through the s. part.
The other
hills that border upon these streams are steep, and in some places rocky.
Maria Pond and
principal streams are Corrys Brook, Chuctenunda Creek, and Bozen Kil.
Featherstons Lake are 2 small bodies of water in the n. e. part, about 250 feet above the canal.
The soil is principally a stiff, clay loam, with a slight intermixture of gravel. It is best adapted
to pasturage.
Duanesburg^h (p. v.) contains about a dozen houses, Quaker Street^"
Eatontii Cor(p.v.) 30, Mariaville" (p. v.) 20, and Braiuaus Corners (p. v.) 18.
ners is a hamlet. Large tracts in this town were purchased by different parties between
1736 and 1770,^^ but no active measures of settlement were taken till about the time of its
organization in 1765. During that year Duane, who had become an extensive proprietor, conof

forms

* Colden's Five
Schenectady Morning Star, started Feb. 24, 1854, by W. M.
Natirms, 3d ed., I. p. 120.
6 This and West Chester were the
Colborne and W.N.Clark, was ch.inaed in 18.14 to
only boroughs in the
now
M.
W.
Col.
Star, da.,
colony.
published by
6 The
borne.
place was never visited by a hostile army after 1690.
Sclienectady Republican has been published The colonial statutes contain frequent provisions for the res ncH Sept. IS.'.T. bv Colhorne & Lnndon.
building, repairs, and supplies of this fort.
' This
Sclienectady Daily IVews was started in April.
company cleared the river of impediments to navigation
as much as possible, built a lock at Little Falls, and in 1796
1859, by Frederic W. HotTmau, E. F. Loveridge, editor.
1 The
grantors were 4 Mohawk chiefs, named Cautuque, built a short canal connecting the Upper Mohawk with Wood
Sonareetsie, Aiadane, and Sodachdrasse. This grant was con- Creek, which flows into Oneida Lake, opening a direct water
firnifd the ne.xt year, and the tract was surveyed in 1664.
The communication with the chain of lakes in the interior of the
inhabitants of Fort Orange, wishing to monopolize the Indian State, and with Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence. The boats
"
tra<le. presented to the settlers, before the land was received
employed, called Durham bnatu" were propelled up stream by
from the surveyor, a written pledge to abstain from trading setting poles, and were floated down by the current.
8 This business was
with the Indians. A remonstrance against this injustice was
stopped by the repeal of the statute prosigned by the following early settlers, viz. A. Van Corlaer, Philip hibiting the R. R. from carrying freight w. of this place.
* Named from James
Tlendrickson, Sanders Lendertsen Glen, Simon Volkrartsen,
Duane, the principal proprietor. It was
Pieter Soghmaekelyk, Teunis Cornelissen, Marte Cornelise, Wil- first joined with Schoharie, as " the united district of DnanesIcin Teller, Bastiaen De Winter for Catalyn. widow of Arent
burgh and SchiAarie." It was made a separate district, March 24,
Andries de Toss, Pieter Jacobse Borsboom, Pieter Danielse Van 1772. Mr. Duane took an active part in public affairs during
Olinda, Jan Barentse Wemp, and Jacques Cornelise. Their re- the Revolution and the earlier years of the State Government,
sistance occasioned several years' delaj' in the survey of the lands. and was a liberal benefactor of the town.
2 Wm.
10 Boots and
Teller, Kyer Schermerhorn, Sweer Tunieon, Jan Van
shoes, wagons, and sash and blinds, are manuEps, and Myndert Wemp were appointed trustees under this factured here.
the
11
The
tract
embraced
and
the
towns
present
of
Named from a daughter of James Duane.
grant.
city,
12
Glenville, Rotterdam, and part of Niskayuna.
Among the purchasers were Thos. Freeman, in 17.S6, Timo* Previous to 1752 time was reckoned in
"Old
England by
thy Bagley, in 17.37, A. P. and William Cosby, in 1738, Walter
Style," the year commencing on the 25th of March. All dates Butler, in 1739, and Jonathan Brewer, in 1770. Wm. North, an
previous to that time, between Jan. 1 and JIarch 25, are reckoned officer of the Revolution, married a daughter of Duane and x^
In 1 year by " Old Style," and in the tbllowing year by " New sided several
years in this town.

Tlie

Tlie

Evening

The
TKe

:

Style."

^
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Germans from Penn., of whom 16 came on and made a permanent settlement.'
church (Christs Ch., Prot. E.) was formed Aug. 3, 1795, and the church edifice was erected
by Judge Duane. Rev. David Belden was the first rector.^
tracted with 20

The

first

—

CrliEXVIliIiE' was formed from Schenectady, April 14, 1820. It is the only town in the
Mohawk. The central and w. parts are occupied by rugged and wooded hills
The e. part is nearly
abruptly rising from the valley of the river to a height of 300 feet.
The streams are Crabbs Kil, Chaugh-ta-noon-da, Aalplaats,* and Jan Wemps Creeks,
level.
and Verf Kil. The soil among the hills is a stiif clay, underlaid by hardpan, with an occasional outcrop of slate and in the e. part it is a sandy and gravelly loam. The Mohawk intervales are very

CO. N. of the

;

fertile,

and are

chiefly devoted to the culture of broomcorn.

Glenville

(p. v.)

contains 2 churches

and 20 houses, Scotia* (p. v.) 2 churches and 266 inhabitants, Rcesville 12 houses and a brooui
factory, and Uigll Mills 13 houses, 1 grist and 2 saw mills, and Avoolen factory. Ilofiriinaiis
Center are p.
Ferry* (p. o.) is a hamlet and r. r. station. East Gleuville and
offices.
Bridges connect this town with Schenectady and Niskayuna. Settlements were made
about 1665, and were among the earliest in the co.' The Sanders House, in this town, Avas spared
597
by the enemy when Schenectady was destroyed.^ There are 5 churches in town."

Town

]VISRAYU]VAi<'—was formed from Watervliet, (Albany co.,) March 7, 1809. A part of
Schenectady was annexed in 1853. It lies upon the Mohawk, in the e. part of the co. Its surface
The intervales are very rich
is mostly upland, terminating in steep bluffs upon the river valley.
and productive. A strip of land about 1 mi. wide, extending back from the summits of the bluffs,
has a hard, clay soil, and a considerable portion of it is swampy and unfit for cultivation. Further
s.

the soil

is

Watervliet Center

sandy.

yuna is a hamlet in the
crosses the

Mohawk

s.

e. corner.

into this

The

within the limits of this town.

(p. o) is

first

settlements were

made about 1640."

town upon a magnificent stone aqueduct.'^

There

is

1

IViskaThe canal

church (Ref.

Prot. D.) in town.

PRIIVCETOTVjVI^—was

formed from Schenectady, March 26, 1798. It lies a little w. of the
a broken upland, gently descending toward the s. e. The
streams are Normans Kil in the s. and Zantzee Kil in the n.^* The soil is a heavy clay loam,
underlaid by hardpan, and is best adapted to grazing. Princetown (p. o.) is a hamlet. The
town was chiefly conveyed to Geo. Ingoldsby and Aaron Bradt, in 1737. Wm. Corry afterward
became owner, and formed a settlement, which was long known as " Corrysbush." The town was
The Princetown Academy, a Presb. institution, was
thinly settled at the time of the Revolution.
opened here, on an extensive scale, in 1853, and was discontinued in 1856. There are a Presb. and
a Ref. Prot. D. church in town.
center of the co.

Its surface consists of

ROTTERDAM—was

A

formed from Schenectady, April 14, 1820.
part of the city was
near the center of the co., upon the s. bank of the Mohawk. The surface
consists of a broken, hilly region in the n. w., a level intervale extending from the center toward
the s., and a high plain in the e. The soil upon the w. hills is a tough clay, underlaid by shale,

annexed in 1853.

It lies

which frequently crops out. The central valley or plain, 5 mi. in extent, was called by the Dutch
the " Bouwlandt." The soil is a deep alluvium. The e. plateau is sandy and barren. Rotterdam, Moliawliville, and Factory ville are hamlets. ^^ Settlements were first made about
1661.'*
The first church was organized Aug. 29, 1800 Rev. Thos. Romeyn was the first pastor."
;

The

tract embraced about 60,000 acres, and the lands were
rented at the rate of $15 per 100 acres, on long leases. Tlie
of
Sir
.Johnson excited a prejudice against these
agents
lands which retarded their settlement.
2 There arein town 5 other
churches; Cameronian, Bap., Univ.,
1

Wm.

Named from the original patentee.
"
6
Locally pronounced
Seo-chy."
established a ferry here about 1V90, and
it was called Vedders Ferry until 1835, when it was bought by
John Hoffman and the name was changed.
7 In 1665 the
country around Scotia was granted to Sanders
Lendertsen Glen, a native of Scotland, who removed to Holland
in 1645 on account of religious persecutions. After several
"
years there spent in mercantile pursuits, he migrated to New
JVitkerlands." Van Slvcks Island was granted to Jacques Van
1062.—
Barber's
Hist.
Coll.
Nov.
13,
Slyck,
8 On a former occasion a
party cf French, sent against the
Mohawks, became reduced to the extremity of want, and were
obliged to seek assistance of the English. The kindness shown
them by Mr. Glen was remembered, and his house was
A stone house built in 1713 is still owned by the
Bpared.

Presb., and Quaker.
* " Eel Place."
*

8

Harmanus Vedder

Sanders family.
» 2 Ref. Prot,
D., 2 M. B., and Bap.

10

Said to be h corruption of Nisti-gi-oo-ne, or Co-nis-ti-gio-nt
by which it is known on the old maps. The name is said to sig
' extensive corn flats." The term was also
nify
applied to portions of Watervliet and Half Moon.
Upon the advent of the
wliites this place was occupied by a tribe of Indians known as
the " Conistigione."— Barber <£ Hnwe's Hist. Coll. N. T.. p. 508.
11
Among tlie early settlers were Clutes, Vedders, VanVrankens,
Groots, Tymesons, Poarces, Jausens, and Van Bockhoovens.
12
By an act of 1805, Alexander Alexander was authorized to
build a dam at this place.
13 Named from John
Prince, a member of the Assembly from
Albany co. at the time of the formation of the town.
1-1
Upon this stream, on the farm of Eben'r Dougall, is a cascade 60 feet high, and from this point to the Mohawk are numerous rapids and cascades.
16
Among the early settlers were Wilhelmus Van Otto Van
Curazoa, (a native of the island of Curagoa.) Kyer Schermerhorn,
and Simon Veeder. The house of Van Otto stood on the site
of the one now occupied by Simon Veeder. At the time of the
Revolution there were families living in town by the names of

Delemont, Van Pelten, and Braugham.
18 At this
pliice is a twine and thread factory.
17 There are 3 churches in town
2 Kef. Prot. D. and 1 M. E.
:
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SCHEIVECTADY CITY—was

patented,

-with

certain

municipal rights, Nov. 4, 1684; chartered as a borough Oct. 23,
1765 incorp. as a district, March 24, 1772, as a tovrn, March 7,
;

1788, and as a city,

March

Princetown -was

26, 1798.

set

ofiF

iu

1798, Rotterdam and Glenville in 1820, and parts of Niskayuna
and Rotterdam in 1853.^ It is situated on the Mohawk, and on the

A

borders of one of the finest intervales in the State.

considera-

amount of trade is carried on in the city by means of the canal
and the railroads that center here; but the people are more
largely engaged in manufactures.^ The engine houses and repair
shops of the N. Y. C. R. R. Co. are very extensive and one of the

ble

;

largest locomotive manufactories in the country is located here.^
This city is especially noted as the seat of Union College. This institution was incorp. by the regents,
Feb. 25, 1795, and received its name from the cooperation and union of several religious denomina-

A

fund was first raised by private subscription to erect the necessary buildings and to defray the expenses of opening the school ;* and this was increased by the avails of several
lotteries authorized by the legislature,® by grants of land and money from the State, and by private
tions in its foundation.*

donations.

The

total

amount received from the

State,

up

to 1822, for

permanent investment, was

In a will dated Dec. 28, 1855, Dr. Nott, the president of the college, bequeathed to the
trustees $555,000 for specific purposes and an additional fund for miscellaneous expenses.'
The
funds thus bequeathed were derived from the profits of certain investments of college funds, and
$331,612 13.

amounts from other sources, which had been employed

dowment

The

for the purpose of creating a

fund for the en-

was erected in the city;^ but in 1814 a tract
of land upon an eminence e. of the city was purchased, and the two principal buildings were erected.^
The site commands an extensive view of the city, the river, and the valley. The faculty of the college
now consists of a president, 12 professors, 1 lecturer, and 3 tutors. The total number of students is
420, and has not materially varied from this number for a great number of years, the junior and
senior classes being invariably larger than those that preceded them. A considerable number of
students derive aid from the State fund, which is extended to students of limited means without
reference to the profession they intend to follow. The college has received from E. C. Delavan, Esq.,
a magnificent donation of minerals and shells, known as the " Wheatley Collection," which was purchased for this purpose at a cost of §10,000. Departments of Civil Engineering and Analytical
Chemistry have been organized, and the facilities which they afford are of the most ample kind.
The Public Schools are under 8 commissioners, elected once in 2 years. There were, in 1857, 9
school districts, employing 3 male and 22 female teachers. The number of children between 4 and
21, was 3065, of whom 1729, or 56 per cent., attended the public schools.^"
The first settlement was made in 1661, as already noticed.^^ As this was an advance frontier
In 1690 the enclosure
settlement, the compact part, at an early period, was enclosed by palisades.
of the institution.

first

college building

An Indian name signifying "beyond the plains." Formerly
spelk-d Sclienectada. Tlie city, under its first charter, contained
au area of 12S sq. mi.; but the successive changes which have
been made have reduced it to a plat of 250 acres.
* The
manufacturing; establishments of the city consist of the
K. E. machine shops, locomotive works, a cotton factory, 3 carriage shops, an agricultural implement factory, 3 turning and
machine shops, shawl factory. 2 breweries, 1 brick yard, 2 cabinet
shops, i founderies a planing mill, pump factory, tannery, 2 tool
factories, a vice and spring fectory, and a great variety of other
mechanics' shops.
3 The
Schenectady Locomotive Works Co. was incorp. June 4,
1851. with a capital of $150,000, all of which is actively employed. When in full operation, they employ 600 hands, and
can turn out 1 locomotive every 5 days.
* l\ev. Wm. Andreas
opened the first grammar school, in 1771 ;
and before the close of the year he proposed to change it to an
academy. The Cousistory of the Ref. Prot. D. church erected a
small academy in 1785. The Schenectady Academy was incorp.
Jan. 29, 1793, and was merged in the college in 1795. Rev. John
Blair Smith was the first President. He was succeeded in June,
1799, by Rev. Jonathan Edwards, who remained until hie death in
Aug. ISOl. Rev. Jonathan Slaxcy was next elected president, and
1

till 1804, when he resigned, and was succeeded by Rev.
Eliphalet Nott. the present venerable president of the College.
* Iu
1779, the inhabitants of the northern part of the State
petitioned for the incorp. of a college, but without success. The
petition was reuewed in 1791, but did not succeed. In 1794
another effort was made, and a subscription of $7935 was raised
from 99 persons in Albany, and of $.3425 from 231 persons in
Schenectady, for an endowment. This sum was afterward
Urgely increased by subscription. The location was fixed at

continued

Schenectady, it is said, chiefly through the influence of Gen.
Schuyler, and because of its then central location.
6 Lotteries were authorized in
MunselVx
1805, 1814, and 1822.
Ann. nf Albany, YHfllfi; Semi-Cenien. Celebration of Unioyi CoU.
1 The items of this
bequest are as follows
$225,000 for 9 professorships, with a salary of $1500 each.
$60,000 for 6 assistant professorships, at $600 each.
$60,000 for an astronomical observatorj'.
$20,000 for 60 auxiliary scholarships, of $10 and $12 per term.
$60,000 for 60 prize scholarships for undergraduates, of $15 and
$18 per term in certain cases to be increased to $24.
$45,000 for 9 scholarships for graduates or fellows, of $300 each.
$20,000 for a cemetery.
$10,000 for apparatus.
$5,000 for textbooks.
$30,000 for an eclectic library.
$5,000 for a geological and mineralogical cabinet.

—

:

—

;

$5,000 for a historical cabinet.
$10,000 for a lecture fund.

.

The miscellaneous fund was left discretionary with the trustees
fill deficiencies and extend the operation of any of the foregoing
At the time of this gift the greater part of the funds were
invested in real estate in Greenpoint village, opposite N.York City.
8 This
building, formerly known as ^'West CoUegf," was sold
to the city, and, with an adjoining building, accommodates the
10 departments of the public schools of the city.
8 Other
buUdings have since been erected, for library, cabinet,
and lecture rooms. The corner stone of the Central Chapel was
laid July 28, 1858.
>o Total
receipts, $14,423 06 total expenses, $14,423 06. Volumes
in district libraries, 3045.
I* See
page 596.

to

objects.

;
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was in form of an oblong rectangle, with gates at the ends. The people, however, felt so secure that
the gates were habitually left open, and no guard was kept and hence it was easily entered by the
enemy on the memorable 9th of Feb. 1G90, N. S. The lives of 60 old persons and children were spared
;

from the massacre. The settlement recovered slowly from the disaster, and not until the close of King
William's War did it receive any considerable accessions. A new fort was built in May, 1090, which
was garrisoned for many years. Another fort was built in 1735, and another in 1780.^ The old fort
stood at the intersection of Ferry and Front Sts, The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was organized in
1684, and the bmlding was erected on the s. end of Church St. in 1G85. It was burned in 1690
and a new building was erected, about 1702, on the site of the present church, corner of Union and
;'"

George's Church (Prot.E.) was organized, in 1735, by Rev. II. Barclay, incorp. in
The first mail was brought to the town April 3, 1763.^ The
The Vale Cemetery
first English school was opened, under the care of Rev. Henry Barclay, in 1710.*
Association was formed Feb. 25, 1858.'' The population of the city has slowly and steadily increased,

Church Sts.*
1766, and an

St.

edifice erected in 1768.*

although, from the setting

ofi"

of portions of

its territory,

the census reports for some periods show an

apparent decrease.^

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeliolders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Schenectady County.
AcEES OF Land.

Valuation of 1858.

Population.

Schools.
3

Names op Towns.

I

It

I.

^
33,911 J
22,341i
7,922
12,029
16,729i

Duanesburgh.
Glenville

Niskayuna
Princetown
Rotterdam

...

10,827
7,159i
2,549
3,421
7,693

34

515

Schenectady...

Total

31,683i

93,44Si

$974,272
1,285.993

359,900
228,670
874,734
1,254,150
4,977,719

51,094,972
1.357.656
383.950
238,17.0

584
496

536
460

36.2.50

910,984

1.537

455.829

1,709,979

4,012

1,298
4,377

717.992

5.695,711

9,721

Live Stock.

1,556
1,606

fe;=»

!|

$120,700
71.663
24,050
9,500

1,503
1,487

1.200

395
417
118
120
293
610

3,105

1,933

542
556
201
166
440

596
700
217
172
492

22
13
4

g|
1,234
1,173

7

366
397

13

1,427

1,606

9

3,060

3,783

68

Agricultural Products.
Bosh, of Grain.

Names op Towns.

Daikv Peoducts.
"s>

"k.

cqBH

K51

lis
s

3

I
Duanesburgh.

1,319
1,033

Glenville

Schenectady..,

341
404
731
391

Total....

4,219

Niskayuna....
Princetown....

Rotterdam

1,872
1,306
271

629
720
48
4,846

1,940
1,482

5.541

2,644

389
673

1,123

1,065

826

625

219
5,768 10,759

2,097
2,205

557
784
1,6

424
7,727

2,471 149,507^
15,324^ 135,942]
3,706
32,108
61,160
7,291
65,049
20,445
680
2.291

49,918

1
By an act of 1780, all the people living within a half mile
of the Dutch church were assessed, in labor and materials, for
the erection of defensive works the work to bo done under the
direction of the field officers and magistrates.
2 Rev. Peter Tasschemaker, the pastor and first teacher, was
killed, and all his papers were destroyed.
8 On the 27th of Oct. 1701, the Governor granted a special
" to
gather, collect,
license for the inhabitants, or their agents,
and receive the free and voluntary offerings and contributions
of this proinhabitants
his
and
of all
liege subjects,
singular
vince, at any time from the day of the date hereof for and during
raised were
The
funds
months
then
six
of
term
the
ensuing."
restricted to the rebuilding of the church; and all justices of
the peace, high sheriffs, and all others his majesty's friends,
with all Protestant ministers, were exhorted to use each their
utmost diligence to excite and stir up the charities of the inhabit-

—

ants.— 3/&?.

.Sec.

Office.

* Besides these, the

o " S

^

census reports 10 churches; 2 Ref. Prot. D.,

446,117* 16,185J

10,826
41,837
18,397
1,766
30,447
1,869

25,401
40,628
8.309

11,826
19.042

i

£ g

194,591
127,599
34,521
53,181
105,770

28,684
5,235
14,500
13,800
9,800

1,230J

615,662

72,019

3,462|

820

666
746

345

105,132 105,551

2 Jleth. E., Univ., K.

C, Presh., Bap., Af. Meth., and a Jewish
^Letter of Sir Wm. Jnlmson.
Lancasterian school was incorp. Nov. 12, 1816, and was
tauglit 25 years. It was superseded by the present system of
Synagogue.
6

A

public schools.
7 The Vale
Cemetery, containing 50 acres, is located in a
beautiful vale about one-fourth of a mi. from the city. It is

covered with pines, and is finely laid out and ornamented.
8 In 1699, 70 men took the test oath.
In 1710 there were 16 English and 100 Dutch families.
In 1714 the census reported 591 persons.
In 1790 there were s. of the Mohawk (in Schenectady, Princetown, Rotterdam, and a part of Niskayuna) 3472 persons. The fol
lowing table shows the progress of population since 1820:
1820

—

SCHOHARIE

C0U:N^TY.

This county was formed from Albany and Otsego, April 6, 1795.'
small part of Greene was annexed in 1836. It is an interior
CO., lying s. e. of the center of the State, is centrally distant 35
mi. from Albany, and contains 675 sq. mi.
Its surface is an
upland, broken by mountains in the s. and by hills in the center
and N. A northerly branch of the Catskill Mts. lies along the s.
border, the highest summits of which are 3,000 ft. above tide.

A

From them irregular
part of the co.
are 800 to 1,000

spurs extend northward, occupying the greater
of the summits along the e. and w. borders

Many

ft. above the
valleys and about 2,000 ft. above tide.
In the N. the hills are generally rounded and are arable to their
summits but in the center and s. the declivities are steep and in
;

many places precipitous. The
known as the Hellebark Mts.
The

;

e.

border,

and extending

into

Albany

co., is

general features from the rocks that underlie them. The extreme n. part
Toward the s. the hills become more
terraced like the limestone region farther w.
and in the shaly region they are broken by deep, irregular ravines. In many places the hills
hills derive their

of the CO.
steep

high ridge along the

is

bordering upon the streams are 1,000 ft. high and in places very steep. Schoharie Creek flows
It receives as trilmtaries Foxes Creek, Stony
N. E. through the co., a I'ttlc e. of the center.
Brook, Little Schoharie Creek, Keyscrs, Platter, and Manor Kils from the e., and Cripplebush,
Cobles, Line, Panther, West, and Mine Kils from the w. "West and Punch Kils are tributaries of
Charlotte River, a branch of the Susquehanna, takes its rise in the w. part; and
Cobles Kil.
Catskill Creek in the s. e. part, having its source in a marsh called the Vlaie. Utsyanthia^ and

Summit Lakes, two small ponds, arc
and the

latter 2,150

ft.

above

the only bodies of water in the co.

The former

is

1,900

ft.

tide.

commencing upon the n. border and appearing successively toward the s.,
Hudson River group, Clinton group, Onondaga salt group, Ileldcrbergh
The limestones are
series, Hamilton group, Portage and Chemung group, and the Catskill group.
cavernous; and the minerals which they afford are particularly interesting to mineralogists.'

The rocks

in the co.,

are those belonging to the

Waterlime is found, but is not now manufactured.
In the n. the
principally derived from the disintegration of the underlying rocks.
a productive, clay loam, and in the center and s. it is a clay and sandy loam, the latter pre-

Drift is scattered over the co. to a limited extent.

The
soil is

soils are

dominating upon the s. hills. The alluvial flats along Schoharie Creek are unusually fertile.
The CO. is eminently an agricultural region. Spring grains are largely produced. Hops are
cultivated in the w. part, and broomcorn upon the Schoharie Flats.
Dairying is the principtil
business in the s. part. Very little manufacturing is done, except such as is customary in an
agricultural region.

The county seat is located at the village of Schoharie.* The courthouse is a fine edifice built of
blue limestone, located near the center of the village. The jail is a stone building, situated in rear
of the courthouse.
The clerk's office is a small, fireproof building, upon the courthouse lot, nearly
in front.

house.

The poorhouse is located upon a farm of 160 acres in Middleburgh, 5 mi. s. w. of the courtThe average number of inmates is 60, supported at a weekly cost of 75 cents each. This

seems to be well managed and much above the average of similar institutions in the State.
The Albany & Susquehanna R. R. is located along the valleys of Schoharie Creek and Cobles

institution

1 Schoharie is said to
At a place i
signifj' "drift wood."
mi. above Middleburgh Bridge the Line Kil and Little Schoharie flow into Schoharie Creek from opposite sides and here
drift wood is said to hare accumulated in large quantities,
forming a natural bridge. BrrAvn's Hut. Schoharie.
The original Indian- name was To-wos-schoTier ; and it has
been written Shoary. Skohary, Scliughliorre, &c.
2
Utsyantliia was the N. E. corner of the Hardenbnrgh Patent,
and a distinguished landmark in early records.
3
Among the more interesting are stalactites of pure white,
translucent and solid, sulphate of barytes, calcite, satin spar,
tufa, agaric mineral, bog ore. black oxid of manganese, sulpliate
and carbonate of strontia, fluor spar, calstronbaryte, carbonate
of iron, find .irragonite. The co. affords an unusual variety of
fossils ppculidr to the respective geological foruuitious.
;

—
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i The first courts were held in a
wagon house of Johannis
Ingold, and prisoners were at first sent to the Albany jaU. The
first meeting of the Judges, Justices, and Supervisors was held
Dec. 10, 1795, and it was decided to fix the site for co. buildings
2 mi. w. of their present location. The location was changed
before the buildings were erected. The first buildings were
erected soon after, and were burned in 1847. The first courthouse was built under the direction of Joost Borst, jr., Jacob
Lawyer, Peter Snyder, John II. Shafer, and Wm. Phrall, commissioners. Abraham A. Post, of Ontario, Alexander H. Buel,
of Herkimer, and AVm. Duer, of Oswego, were appointed to
locate the present site. The first co. officers were Wm. Beekman, Fijst Judge, (reappointed constantly till 1838 ;) Joachim
O. Staats, Clerk-; Jacob Lawyer, jr.. Sheriff; and Stephen A.

Becker, Surrogate.

SCHOHARIE COUNTY.

COl

Several turnpikes and lines
K-1, through Esperance, Schoharie, Cobleskill, and Richraondville.'
of plank road extend across the co.'^
Aljout thirty years previous to the advent of the whites, a number of Indians belonging to the
Mohawks, Mohicans, Delawares, Tuscaroras, and Oneidas united together, formed the Schoharie

and took up their abode along Schoharie Creek.' Their principal chief was Ka-righ-onwho had been a prisoner of the French in Canada and had married a Mohawk woman.
This tribe was subordinate to the Six Nations. They could bring into the field about 600 warriors,
and in the wars that ensued they steadily espoused the cause of the British. At an early period,
tribe,

don-tee,

with the aid of the Colonial Government, they erected several strongholds to protect themselves
from the attacks of the Canada Indians. A band of 200 Indians remained in the valley, at peace
with the settlers, until the commencement of the Revolution. Efforts were made to induce them
but the offers of the British were so tempting that at last they
to remain neutral during the war
took up arms against their neighbors. Previous to this a pestilence had swept off the greater part
of the tribe, though the whites were not in the least affected by it.
The first white settlement was made by a colony of German Palatinates, in 1711. These people
had previously settled at East and West Camp, on the Hudson. Their number is estimated at 600
to 700.
They settled in 7 clusters, or villages, each under a leader or head man, from whom the
"
Vroomansland,"
dorf, or village, was usually named.* The Dutch soon after began a settlement at
2
or
3
mi.
above
the
German
settlement.'
at firg*
The
Palatinates
on the w. side of the creek,
did not secure a patent for the lands they occupied, and a short time after their settlement Nichola"
Bayard appeared as agent of the British Government, and offered to give the settlers deeds for
their lands
but he was assailed by a mob and was obliged to flee for his life.
Upon reaching
Schenectady he sent back word that for an ear of corn each he would give a clear title to the land?
occupied by each; but this offer was rejected. He returned to Albany and sold the tract to 5,
persons at that place.® A sheriff, named Adams, was sent to arrest some of the trespassers but
no sooner was his business known than he was assailed by a mob and ridden upon a rail. For a
considerable time after this outrage none of the German settlers dared visit Albany but after a
time they ventured to do so, and were at once arrested and thrown into jail. They were at length
released on making a written acknowledgment of the outrage they had perpetrated.^ The settlers
at length sent an embassy, consisting of Conrad Weiser,
Casselman, and another, to England
The ship that took them out carried also a statement of the out
to petition the king for redress.
rages, and the ambassadors were at once imprisoned but after a time they were set at liberty
and permitted to return. Weiser was so chagrined at the result of the controversy that soon after,
with about 60 families, he emigrated to Tulpehocton, Berks co., Penn. Other families removed to
German Flats and others to Stone Arabia.® Peter Vrooman, with several Dutch families,® perma;

;

;

;

;

1 The elevation of this road, where it enters the co. on the E., is
700 ft. above tide at Schoharie Creek it is .'1.50 ft. at Colilesliill,
900 ft.; at Richmondville, 1,175 ft.; andattlie w. co. line, 1,470 ft.
* The
principal turnpikes in the co. in early times were the
Great Western, extending to Cherry Valley, built in 1S02: and
the Charlotte River Turnpike, built in 1809. Tlie latter formed
the great thoroughfare to the settlements in Delaware co. and
adjacent regions. The plank road project was pretty thoroughly
tried, and has been abandoned after a sacrilice of nearly all the
;

:

capital invested.

principally settled near the mouth of the
Little Schoharie ; and the largest settlement of the others was
at ^•Vroomanslawl" in the present town of Fulton.
* Six of these leaders were Conrad
Weiser, Hartman Winteker, John Hendrick Kneiskern, Elias Garlock, Johannes George
s

The Mohicans

Smidt, and William Fox ; and John Lawyer, who came soon
" Weisers
supposed to have been the seventh.
Dorf"
occupied the present site of Middleburgh Village, and had some
40 dwellings, like the others, built rudely of logs and earth and
covered with bark and grass. '^Hartmans Dorf" was 2 mi.
below, and had 65 dwellings. '^Bruns Dorf," or "Brunen Dorf."
or "Fountain Town-," was near the courthouse. "Smiths Dnrf"
was a mi. farther n. "Foxg Dorf" was still farther down,
about a mi. from Smiths. "Oarlocks Dorf" was 2 mi. below;
and "Kneigkerns Dorf" 2 or 3 mi. still farther N. Among these
early settlers, besides those above named, were families named
Keyser, Bouck, Richard, Richtmeyer, Warner. Weaver, Zimmer,
Mattice, Zeh, Bellinger, Borst, Schoolcraft, Crysler, Casselman,
Newkirk, Earhart, Brown, Settle, Merckley, Snyder, Ball,
Weidraan, Deitz, Mann. Sternberg, Stubrach. Enderse. Sidney,
Bergh, and Houck. Within a week after their arrival, Catharine
Mattice, Elizabeth Lawyer, Wilhelmus Bouck, and Johannes
Earhart were born. The first wheat was sown by
Sternberg,
in 1773; and the first skipple planted like corn yielded S3 fold.
6 Adam
Vrooman, from Schenectady, olitained a patent for
1,100 acres, Aug. 20, 1714. His tract was afterward found to
contain 1.400 aores. It embraced the flats along the creek in
after, is

the present town of Fulton, except Wilder Hook, at which
was an Indian castle and settlement. His son Peter, for
whom it was bought, built a house, planted corn, and the first
winter left the premises in charge of a man named Truax, and
a negro man and his wife. Truax was murdered, and the negro
and his wife were arrested, tried at Albany, and burned alive;
but years after, one Moore, a resident of " Weisers Dorf" confessed that he and the negro man committed the deed, and that
the woman was innocent. Simms's Schoharie, }). 56.
6 The
purchasers were Myndert Schuyler, Peter Van Brugh,
Robert Livingston, jr., John Schuyler, and Henry Wielmau.
a patent. Nov. 3, 1714, for 10,000 acres, which was
received
They
"
designed to include the flats from Vroomansland'' to Montgomery
CO. line; but on being surveyed by Lewis Morris, jr., and Andrus
Coeyman, it was found that the flats on Fo.x Creek and at the
mouth of Cobles Kil were not included, and these lands were
secured by the surveyors. In a short time Morris and Coeyman
joined interest with the five proprietors, and the company
became kno\vn as the " Seven Partners." Final suits for partition and settlement were adjusted in 1819, '25, '26, '28, and '29.
' After this time a
large number of settlers took leases of the
proprietors, thus abandoning their claims to the lands.
8
those
who
removed to the Mohawk was Elias GarAmong
lock, the first and long the only magistrate in Schoharie.
9
these
were
families
named Swartz, Eckcr, Hagadoin,
Among
Feeck, and Becker. Lawrence Schoolcraft made the first cider
in the Schoharie settlements ;
Brown, in 1752, was the first
wagon maker. John Mattice Junk taught the first German
school at the Camps, about 1740 and schools were taught in
Schoharie soon after. Dutch schools were taught at "Vroomansland" at an early period and about 1760, English was first taught
in schools in this region. John Ecker was tlie fir.st blacksmith.
The settlers of the valley resorted to Schenectady to mill, or
used stump mortars, until many years after, when a mill was
built on Mill Creek, near Fox Creek, by Simeim Laraway.
Bolting cloths were first used in this co. about 1760, John
Lawyer was the first merchant among the Germans.
place

—

;

;
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nently located upon his patent in 1727. The German and Dutch races long remained distinct.
The Dutch were generally wealthier than the more hardy and laborious Germans, and preferred
to contract marriages with those of their own class in the older Dutch settlements.
They often

kept slaves, while the Germans seldom had further assistance than such as their own households,
The Germans, by intermarriage, became a "family of cousins;" and
of both sexes, might afford.
they were united by many ties of common interest. Industry and frugality gradually brought

and long acquaintance has almost entirely obliterated these hereditary distinctions
the approach of the Revolution, a part of the people espoused the cause of the
In many cases members of the same family were
British; but the majority were ardent patriots.
engaged on opposite sides, and the struggle assumed all the horrors of a civil war, aggravated by
Indian barbarities. A Council of Safety was organized in 1774, of which Johannes Ball was

them

to a level,

of society.

Upon

During the war several conflicts took place within the limits of the co., and the people
were continually exposed to the attacks of small scalping parties of the Indians.^
At the close of the war a large number of families removed to Canada, and their property was
chairman.

who had been active during the war returned at its close
warned by these examples, fled the country.' Since that
has occurred in the history of the co. In 1845 and '46, in

Several tories and Indians

confiscated.^

and were waylaid and

shot.

Others,

of especial interest
the surrounding regions, this co. partook largely in the anti-rent excitement,
though no actual violence took place within its limits.* "Within the last ten years, a mania for
building large seminaries, far beyond the wants of the people, has spread through the co. The

period

little

—

common with

and the

speculation has proved a ruinous one,
has been sunk.^

entire

amount of

Three weekly newspapers are now published in the
1 The
principal events of the Revolution in Schoharie co. were
as follows :
1774.
Council of Safety formed.

—

James Huston

Col.

1777.

bergh.
Schoharie militia called into service under
Captain Ilager. Col. Huston and 20 others

were arrested, and Huston
hung.
—Engagement
between an American force under
Wixa

"

Aug.

10.

John Harper and the tories under Capt.
McDonald at Broakabeen. The tories were
Capt. Geo. Mann, one of
their number, remained secreted in the
vicinity until the succeeding spring, when
to the authorities.

He

1778,
*•

harie.

1779,

1780,

Aug.

Aug.

Several

tories
shot.

for

recruiting

the

were
—Col.British
Butler joined Sullivan's expedition against
the Western Indians.
—A party of 73 Indians and 3 tories made an

9.

attack upon the settlements at Vroomans-

"

killed
and took 30 prisoners.
— Sirland,
Jolm Johnson, with 500 troops and a large
5,

Oct. 16.

and Indians, invaded tlie
Schoharie settlements from the s. The upper
fort was garrisoned by 100 men, under Capts.
Jacob Hager and Joseph Harper the middle
fort by S.iO men, under Maj. WoolSey; and
the lower fort by 1 50 men, under Maj Becker.
The middle fort was attacked, and the commander, Major Woolsey, being an arrant
coward, wished to surrender it but a soldier,
named Murphy, fired upon the flag which was
sent with a summons to surrender; and, after

body of

tories

;

.

:

an ineffectual attack. Sir John abandoned
the attempt. The dwellings, barns, stacks,
and all the property of the inhabitants were
destroyed, though but few persons lost their
lives.

Early in the year blockhouses were built at
" Kneiskerns
£>orf," "Sartmans Dorf," and

1781.

1781,

1782,

May —
and 22 men were killed.
July. — Lieut. Col. W'm. Butler, with

3 companies of
Morgan's Riflemen, was stationed at Scho-

July

9.

—AnCobleskill.
engagement took place in

Sharon, 2 mi. e.
of the springs, between a party of tories and
Indians under Doxtader, and an American
force under Col. Willett, in which the former
were defeated, with a loss of 40 killed.

and taken prisoners wliile Jiarvesting. One
escaped, and the otliers were carried prisoners
to Canada.
Oct. Three men at Christian Myndert's house, in
Sharon, were taken prisoners by a small
party of Indians, and carried to Canada.
Oct. 24. A |iarty of GO or 70 Indians, under Brant, entered VroomauBland and commenced their
work of plunder. Isaac Vrooman was murdered. A itarty of Americans, under Capt.
Ilager, rallied to their assistance, and the
Indians retreated. A sharp skirmish took
place at Utsyanthia Lake but a part of the
American force, under Capt. Hale, fled at the
commencement, and the remainder were
obliged to retreat. Hale was arrested in his
retreat by the threat of being shot; but the
enemy had escaped.
Several tories and 22 Indians made an incur26.
July
sion into Foxes Creek Valley for the purpose
of capturing Maj. Becker; but the Maj. and
family defended the house with such vigor
;

he delivered himself up

8.

— Several persons at Middleburgh were surprised

—

"

Col.

"

July.

—

"

defeated and fled.

never afterward joined the enemy, and
his property was not confiscated.
In the autumn of this year the middle fort was
built, and the upper and lower forts were
begun. The lower fort is the old stone
church, lately changed to an arsenal.
Battle of Cobles Kil, in which Captain Patrick

co.®

1781,

enlisted tories at Loonen-

1776.

capital invested in the enterprises

—

that the Indians retreated.

Several persons

were murdered by the Indians, and several
of the latter were shot.
Dec. 16. Many persons who had been taken to Canada
1784,
were released on Lake Champlain, and returned to their homes.
2 In
Canada, opposite St. Lawrence co., are many families
who claim relationship to inhabitants of this co. They were
refugees to whom grants of land were made by the British
Government.

—

8
Among these was one Beacraft, who boasted of his feats of
Soon after his return he was surprised by about a
dozen whigs, near Blenheim Bridge, led into a grove, stripped,
and
bound,
punished with fifty lashes with hickory gads, the
executioners at every ten telling him for what particular oflense
were
they
applied. He was then unbound and allo^rtd a very
short time to disappear.
In this CO. George Clark had then considerable tracts, leased
for 3 lives at a rent of 6 pence sterling per acre. Scott's Patent
of 56,000 acres was then chiefly owned by the heirs of John
Livingston, and leased for 2 Uves at a rent of $14 per 100 acres.
The Blenheim Patent was also in part leased.
6 Of 9 academies built in this
CO., 3 have been burned, 3 are
" to
and 3 are still

villainy.

open.

let,"

The American Berald, the first paper published in the co.
was commenced at Schoharie in June, 1809, by Derick
Van Veghten. In 1812 its name was changed to
The Schoharie Herald, and the paper was soon after discon«

tinued.

American was commenced at Schoharie in Dec. 1809,
by T. M. Tillman. It was discontinued in 1812 or

TJie Tt-uc

The

1813.
Schofiarie

Budget was commenced

Van Veghten. In

1820

its

in June. 1817,

by Derick

name was changed

to
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Jefferson

was taken off

in 1803,

and a part of Gilboa in 1848. It is an interior town, lying s. w. of the center of the co. Its surface is a
of the streams. Schoharie Creek flows n. through the e. part,
hilly upland, broken by the deep ravines
receiving West Kil and several smaller streams from the w. A wide alluvial flat extends alonij; its
The streams generally are bordered by steep hills rising to a height of 300 to 500 ft.
course.
The soil is principally a clayey loam. Patchin IIolloiT,^ (North Blenheim p. o.,) upon
Schoharie Creek, contains 2 churches, a tannery, and 44 houses. The first settlements were made
by Dutch and Palatinates, before 1761 but the settlers were driven out during the Revolution.
The present race of settlers came mostly from New England, soon after the close of the war.
Rev. Stephen Fenn was the first preacher.'
;

BROOME*—was

formed March 17, 1797, as "Bristol." Its name was changed April 6,
was taken off in 1836, a part of Gilboa in 1848, and parts of Middleburgh were annexed Feb. 9 and Oct. 5, 1849. It lies upon the e. border of the co., s. of the
The highest
Its surface is a hilly upland, broken by the deep ravines of the streams.
center.
summits are 350 to 500 ft. above the valleys. Catskill Creek takes its rise in the n. part, and
several branches of Schoharie Creek drain the n. and w. portions.* The soil is a gravelly and
1808.

A part of

Conesville

clayey loam. Livingstouville, (p. v.,) in the e. part, s. of the center, contains 2 churches,
a sawmill, gristmill, and sash factory. Pop. 150.® FranklintOll, (p. v.,) in the n. part, conSiuitliton is a hamlet, near the s. line. The first settletains a church and 100 inhabitants.
ments were made before the Revolution.' There are churches in town.*

—

CARIjISLiE was formed from Cobleskill and Sharon, March 31, 1807.' It is the central
town upon the n. border of the co. Its surface consists principally of an immense ridge lying
between the valleys of the Mohawk and Cobles Kil, the summit of which is 800 to 1,000 ft. above
the former stream.'" This ridge descends to the n. by a series of terraces formed by the different
The
geological strata, and on the s. by gradual slopes following the general dip of the rocks.
streams are small brooks.

TUe

The

Sclioliarie Repulillcan.

soil is

principally a clay loam.

It soon after passed

Lemuel Cuthbcrt, A.
tlie liands of Peter Keyser.
A. Keyser, Wva. H. Underwood, Wm. H. Gallup, P. D.
Rossiter haye since been interested
Lawyer, and
in its publication. It is now published by J. B. Uall.
The Observer was commenced at Schoharie in Oct. 1818. In
1819 it passed into the hands of Solomon Baker, in
1820 to Baker & Fish, and in 1822 it was again in the
hands of Mr. Baker, and was soon after discontinued.
The Evangelical Luminary was commenced at Schoharie Jan. 1,
1824, by Rev. Geo. A. Lintner and L. Cuthbert. It was
continued about 1 year.
Th£ Lutheran Magazine, mo., was commenced in Feb. 1827, by
the Western Conference of Lutheran Ministers, L.
Cuthbert, printer, and was published for some years.
The Schoharie Free Press was commenced June 9, 1830, by Duncan McDonald. In 1832 it was removed to Esperance
and its name changed to
The Esperance Sentinel and Schoharie and MoTiigomery Reporter.
It was discontinued in 1835 or '36.
The Gem was published a short time in 1837.
Schoharie Patriot was commenced Feb. 13, 1838,
by Peter Mix. It is now published by him and his
son, S. H. Mix.
The Star was commenced in April, 1838, by S. H. Mix, then a
schoolboy.

The Sun was commenced as an opposition paper in May, 1838, by
D. L. Underwood, another lad of about the same age.
These papers were about 3 by 4 inches. Early in 1839
they were enlarged. On the issue of No. 5 of the Sun
it went down never to rise again
and the Star ceased
to twinkle after the 12th number.
f
Huge Patv, a campaign paper, was published from Aug. 12
1840, to Nov. 11 following, by Wm. H. Gallup.
Tfte Hdderbergh Advocate was commenced in 1841 by Wm. H.
Gallup. Its name was changed in 1843 to
The Guardian of Vie Soil, aud it was discontinued in 1 year.
Tlie American Christian was commenced at Leesville Jan. 7,
1847, by J. D. Lawyer. It was soon after discontinued.
The Schoharie County Sentinel was commenced at Cobleskill
Jan. 22, 1852, by Hiram C. Page. It was published a
short time by Chas. Cleveland, and by Wadhams &
Knistern, and was soon after purchased by J. B. Hall,
who merged it with the Schoharie Republican.
fhe Charlotteville Journal was commenced at Charlotteville in
1854 by Furman &. Brown. In 1855 John Brown became
sole proprietor, and removed it to Cobleskill and
changed the name to
The OdbleskW. Journal. It has since been discontinued.
The Oasis, semi-mo., was commenced at Schoharie by the
students of the academy in 1855. It was soon discon;

^

tinued

are extensively cultivated.

menced at Cobleskill
and is still published.

into

The

Hops

The Schoharie County

Jeffersonian was

in 1859

comby Matthew Freeman,

1 Named from the Blenheim
Patent, a portion of which lies in
the N. part of this town.
2 Hendrick
Mattice, the pioneer, built a mill on West Kil, at
Patchin Hollow. He became a loyalist and went to Canada.
Henry Effner, Lambert Sternberg, Wm. Freeck, Isaac Smith,
Banks Morehouse, George Martin, and Henry Ilager were early
settlers.
Freegift Patchin settled in 1798, built the second mill,
and gave name to the village. Gen. Patchin had been taken
prisoner by the Indians, and suffered extremely at their hands.
The first inn was kept by H. Effner; the first store, by Tobias
Cuyler, in 1803 and the first tannery was built in 1825, by
Jones & Lathrop. Jacob Sutherland, afterward Judge of the
U. S. Supreme Court, resided several years at North Blenheim.
3 There are 4 churches in town; 3 M.
E., and Ref. Prot. D.
* Named from John Broome, Lieut. Gov. of the State at the
time of the formation of the town. Scott's Patent of 37,840
acres, granted Jan. 2, 1770, and a part of Isaac Le Roy's Patent,
are within the limits of this town.
6 On the summit level of the Catskill &
Canajoharie R. R.
"
line, between two Immense hills, was a
vlaie," or black ash
swamp, from which streams issued in opposite directions It
was about a mile long and covered many acres. Dams were
formerly erected and mills built at each end; and fish
placed in the pond thus formed multiplied greatly. It is now
drained.
6 Daniel
Shays, the leader of the insurrection in Mass. that
bears his name, settled in this town after the dispersion of his
David Williams, one of the captors of Andre, removed
forces.
to this village from South Salem in 1805, bought a farm of Gen.
Shays, and resided upon it until his death, Aug. 2, 18.'51. He
left a widow, 4 sons, and 8 daughters.
He was the ot ject of
much regard, from the interesting historical event with which
his name is associated ; and the year before his death he became
the guest of New York City. Simms's Schoharie, chap, xxi
' Derick Van
Dyck settled before the Revolution. John Rob
Guillem, a half-breed, Allen Leet, Joshua and Asa
bins,
Geo.
and
Hezekiah Watson, Ebenezer Wickliam, Geo.
Bushnell,
Burt^v^ck, Timothy Kelsey, Joseph Gillet, and Ezra Chapman
settled previous to 1796.
The first known birth was that of
Francis Kelsey, in April, 1794 and the first death, that of Ezra
Chapman, Aug. 1794. Griswold, Garden & Wells began the
erection of a sawmill in 1794, and a gristmill the next season.
;

—

;

3 M. E., Meth. Prot., Bap., and Presb.
9 This town embraces
portions of New Dorlach, Becker,
Livingston's, Van Rensselaer's, Machin's, and the Stone Heap
Patents.
w A conical elevation near the s. line, early known as O-waeresouere, is one of the highest points in the co., and may be seen
from Hamilton co., 50 mi. n.
8
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Several caves are found in the limestone regions in various parts of the town.^ Arg'usville,'
n. w. corner, upon thi3 line of Sharon, contains 3 churches, a sawmill, gristmill,
(p. V.,) in the
the Western Turnpike, in the n. part, contains
tannery, and 35 houses. Carlisle, (p. v.,) upon

Grovenors Corners, (p.o.,) in the
a church, boarding school,' and foundery. Pop. 107.
s. E. corner, contains a church and 10 houses. The first settlement was made in the s. w. part, about
The first church was formed by Dr. Simon Hosack, of Johnstown, in 1803 or '04.*
1760.*

—

COBIiESKIIili® was formed from
changed March

A part of

15, 1799.
and Richmondville in 1845.

It is

an

March 17, 1797. The line of Sharon was
was taken off in 1807, a part of Summit in 1819,

Schoharie,

Carlisle

interior town, lying n. of the center of the co.

Its surface

principally a hilly ujjland, broken by the deep valley of Cobles Kil, which extends e. and w.
through the center. The highest points, on the n. and s. borders, are 600 to 900 ft. above the
The soil upon the hills is a sandy loam, and in the valley an alluvium. Cobleskill,
valley.
is

the w. part, contains 3 churches, a sawmill, gristmill, planing mill, and tannery. Pop.
(p. v.) contains a church, sawmill, and 20 dwellings. L<aivyersville,^ (P-'^-j) ill the N. w. corner, contains 3 churches, 2 sawmills, and 25 dwellings. £a.st
CobleshJU,* (p. v.,) in the s. e. corner, contains 2 churches and 21 dwellings. Barnerville,
(p. V.,) in

364.

Cobleskill Center

(p. V.,)

near the center, contains a church, gristmill, clothing works, and 16 dwellings. The first
was made about 1750.' The first land grants were made about 1730. During the

settlement

Revolution the people mostly espoused the cause of the colonists, and in consequence were subregular engagement took place between a
jected to constant incursions from the Indians.
company of militia and a large Indian force under Brant, May 31, 1778. The Americans were
defeated, and about one-half of their number were killed.^" Howe's Cave, near the E. line, is a

A

place of considerable interest." There are

COKES VILiliE"—was formed from
the

is

s.

E.

corner town of the co.

now

co.,)

March

3,

1836.

It

mountainous along the
Schoharie Creek forms
and ]Manor Kil flows w. through near the center. Upon the

Its surface is generally a hilly upland,
are 1,600 to 2,000 ft. above the valleys.

The highest summits
border.
a small portion of the w. boundary
latter stream, near its mouth, is a cascade of 60
E.

eleven churches in town.^^

Broome and Durham, (Greene

;

ft.

The

valleys of these streams are bordered

by

high and often nearly precipitous hills. StryUerSTille, (West Conesville p. o.,) upon Manor Kil
near its mouth, contains a church, tannery, and 20 houses and Stone Bridge, (Conesville p. o.,)
ManorKill (p.o.) is a hamlet. The first settlement
near the center, a church and 10 houses.
was made by Ury Richtmeyer, in 1764." There are 3 churches in town 2 M. E. and Ref. Prot. D.
;

;

ESPERAiVCE^*—was

formed from Schoharie, April 4, 1846. A small portion was reannexed to Schoharie in 1850. It is the e. town on the n. border of the co. Its surface consists of
two ridges, extending e. and w. across the town, separated by the valley of Schoharie Creek. The
The principal of these caves are knovrn as Young's and Sel- ing in the flames. The delay occasioned by the resistance made
caves.
Near Carlisle Village is a small cavern, in which at this house gave the remainder of the fugitives and the insupposed that Indians found shelter during the Revolution. habitants time to escape. The whole number of Americans
Fibrous sulphate of barytes, fibrous carbonate of lime, emd killed was 22; and it is supposed that the Indians lost about an
arragonite are found near Grovenors Corners.
equal number. Fort Du Bois, a strong blockhouse, stood in this
2 Named from the
Albany Argus, at the time the principal town during the war.
11 This cave was discovered in
taken
in
town.
known
as
^MalicKs
MiUs."
May, 1S42, by Lester Howe, the
paper
Formerly
' The Carlisle
Seminary was built by a stock company in 1853, owner. Its entrance is about 50 ft. above Cobles Kil. After
at a cost of $24,000. It is beautifully situated in a grove a little S. passing several spacious rooms, one of which is named " The
of the center of the village. It was opened in Nov. 185.3. and closed Chapel," the visitor comes to a crawling place 200 ft. long, beyond
in JIarch, 1S55. It has accommodation for about 300 boarders.
which is a limpid sheet of water 30 ft. long, 20 wide, and 10 deep.
* John G. Loucks, Coenradt
Engle, Philip Karker, and Peter Beyond this the cavern extends a great distance, much of the
Young were among the first that located in town. The late way along a brook, and the total length of the passages measures
Judge Brown, author of a small local history, settled at an early several mi. Many highly interesting stalactital concretions
John C. McNeill, Wm. Caldwell. John Sweetman, some of great size have been found in this locality. It has been
period.
Aaron Howard, Tennis Van Camp, Mathias Cass, and Lodowyck named the Otsgaragee Cavern.
12 4 M.
Primer were also early settlers.
E., 2 ReC Prot. D., and Evan. Lnth.
5 There are now 5 churches in town
13 Named from Rev. Jonathan
; Bap., Evan. Lath., Presb.,
Cone, of Durham, Greene co.
The town was included in a tract granted to U. Richtmeyer and
Univ., and Union.
5 Named from
Cobel, who built a mill near Central Bridge others. May 6, 1754. known as Disc's Manor; and tracts to Daniel
at an early period. Cobles Kil was called by the Indians Ots- Crane, Samuel Stringer, Walter McFarlane, John Richtmeyer,
Christian Petrie. and others.
ga-ra-gee.
' Named from Lawrence
w Mr. R. was joint owner of several patents with John Dise
Lawyer, said to have been the first
^
"
settler in town.
Locally known as Punchkill." and others and the name is still common in town. During the
9
were
settlers
families
named Shafer, Bouck, Revolution the settlers fled for safety to the upper fort. Peter
Among the early
Keyser, Warner, Fremyre, Borst, and Brown, mostly from Scho- Richtmeyer was twice taken prisoner by the Indians under the
harie. Capt. Jas. Dana, an early settler, distinguished himself tory Jones. After the war, Philip Krinple, Conrad Petrie, John
in the battle of Bunker Hill. John Kedington, another soldier Shew, Barent Stryker, Stephen Scovill, James Allerton, and
of much service, also lived in this town. Siimm^'s Schoharie, p. Hubbard and Judah Luring, the last two from Conn., came into
A sawmill, built before the war by Christian Brown, was town. The first death was that of Ury Richtmeyer, Aug. 14,
619.
not destroyed by the Indians, as it was coveted by a tory. who 1769. Thomas Canfield taught a school in 1794. Peter Richtexpected to receive it after it was confiscated by the British.
meyer kept the first iun, in 1784. Barent Stryker built the first
1" The American force of 45 men, under the command of
Capts. mill, alxive the falls of Manor Kil.
15 The town was named from the village.
The site of the
Brown and Patrick, were drawn into an ambuscade. Upon the
retreat, -j of the soldiers threw themselves into a house, which latter was bought by Gen. Wm. North in 1800, laid out into lots,
was surrounded by the Indians and burned, the soldiers perish- and named by him from a French word signifying Hnpe,
1

lick's

it is

I

'

—

;

—

—

—
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highest parts are

Esperance,

(p. v.,)

to

SOO

II

ft.

upon the
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above the valley.

e. line,

The

was incorp. April

005

soil

is

21, 1832.

principally a clayey loam.
It contains 2 churches, a

paper mill, gristmill, sawmill, and foundery.
Pop. 322. Sloans ville,' (p. v.,) near the
center, contains 2 churches, 3 sawmills, and 2 gi-istmills.
Pop. 252. The first settlements were

made by Palatinates, about 1711.^ There are 4 churches in town
FL^IiTOSJ^ was formed from Middleburgh, April 15, 1828.

—

;

M. E.

2 Bap., Presb., and

It is

the central town in the co.

a hilly upland, broken by the ravines of the streams. Schohai-ie Creek* flows n.
through the e. part, receiving Panther Creek from the w. The highest summits are 1,000 ft. above
the valleys.
The hills next to the creek are conical and often precipitous but farther w. they
assume a rounded form and are bounded by more gradual slopes. The soil is a gravelly and
Its surface is

;

clayey loam.

(p-.v.,) upon Schoharie Creek, in the s. part, contains a church,
2 sawmills, and 200 inhabitants. Fulfoiiliain, (p. v.,) near the e. line
contains a church, gristmill, 2 sawmills, and 25 dwellings
and West Fulton (p. v.) a
church, sawmill, gristmill, and 16 dwellings. Tfatsonville is a small village, in the e. part;
and Petersburgll a hamlet, in the n. part. The first settlements were made by Dutch and

Breakabeen,^

gristmill, foundery,

;

The upper

Palatinates, about 1711.

upon the present

BoucLwas born

site

in this

Schoharie during the Revolution was situated
reports 5 churches in town.® Gov. Wm. C.
1780, and died here in April, 1859.

of Fultonham.

town Jan.

GIliBOA—was formed

7,

fort of the

The census

from Blenheim and Broome, March 16, 1848. It is the central town
upon the s. border of the co. Its surface is a mountainous upland, broken by deep ravines.
Schoharie Creek' flows n. through the center, receiving Platter Kil from the e. and Mine Kil
from the w. The streams are bordered by steep hillsides rising to a height of 2,000 to 3,000
ft. above tide.
The soil is a gravelly and clayey loam. Gilboa, (p. v.,) upon Schoharie Creek,
contains 2 churches, a private seminary, cotton factory,^ gristmill, tannery, and 566 inhabitants.
South Gilboa, (p. v.,) in the w. part, contains a church and 20 dwellings. "West Gilboa,
(p. 0.,) in the n. w. part, is a hamlet. Macheys Corners, (Broome Center p. o.,) in the e. part,
contains a church and 15 dwellings.
Kil Falls is a p. o. Settlement was commenced in

Mine

by Matthew and Jacob Dise.^ The first preacher was Rev. Joel Peebles, settled in 1808.'"*
JEFFERSOIV—was formed from Blenheim, Feb. 12, 1803. A part of Summit was taken
It is on the s. line of the co., near the s. w. corner.
off in 1819.
Its surface is a hilly upland,
the principal summits being about 1,000 ft. above the valleys and 2,000 ft. above tide. Mine
1764,

extreme s. part, is estimated to be 3,200 ft. above tide. A high ridge extending n. e.
w. through near the center forms the watershed between Delaware and Mohawk Rivers.
TJtsyanthiaLake is a small sheet of water on the s. line.^^ The soil is a gravelly and clayey loam.
Hill, in the

and

s.

JeflTerson,

(p. v.,)

near the center, contains 2 churches and 25 houses.

Named from John

R. Sloan, an early settler. Many years
since, near this place, by the side of a path leading to Fort
Hunter, was a stone heap thrown up by the Indiana, who, from
a superstition among them, never failed to aiM a stone to the
Tlie Rev. Gideon Hawley, who
pile whenever they passed it.
passed it in 1753, relates (1 Alas!>. ChV. IV') that this heap had
been accumulating for ages, and that his native guide could
give no other reason for the obsei-vance than that liis father
practiced it and enjoined it npou him. He did not like to talk
about it and the missionary beUeved that the cu.stom was a
Others state that a
religious offering to the unknown God.
traiiition fixes this as the spot where a murder was committed.
The heap gave name to the " Stone Heap Patent," grantetl to
John Bowen and others Sept. 15, 1770. The heap was 4 rods
long, lor 2 wide, and 10 to 15 ft. high, and consisted of small, fiat
The covetous owner many years .since built the material
stones.
into a stone wall; and no trace of this curious monument of Indian superstition now remains. Similar stone heajis have lieen
noticed in other sections of the State. The path that led by this
pile was that taken by Sir John Johnson and his army from Schoharie to the Mohawk in Oct. 1780. Simmy's Schoharie, p. 632.
2 One of the first settlements was made at "Kneiskprmt
Drrrf"
opposite the mouth of Cobles Kil. The place was named froin
John Peter Kneiskern, a prominent settler. The Stubrachs,
Enderses, Sidneys, Berghs. and Iloucks were also pioneer families.
Henry and George Houck built the first gri.-'tmill. This
town comprises the whole of Jacob Henry Ten Eyck's patent,
surveyed Aug. 1761 a part of the Schoharie Patent, and a part
of Sawyer & Zimmer's Second Allotment. The Stone Heap Patent
lies partly in this town.
* This town embraces the whole of several
patents and parts
of others, the principal of which are Michael Byrne's, of 18,000
acres, granted Dec. 14, 1767 John Butler's, of about 8.000 acres
Wm. Bouck's Patent, of 1,250 acres, e. of the creek, granted May
8. 17.55, and another, on the w., of about the same size; Edward
Clark's, of 100 acres; Vrooman's Land, granted to Adam
Vrooman, Aug. 26. 1714 Wm. Wood's Patent, of 2,000 acres, July
1

;

—

;

;

;

;

Morseville,

in the

Hendrick Hager's, 900 acres, Dec. 1, 1768 part of John
Butler's, of 100 acres, and of Isaac Levy's tract of 4,333 acres,
surveyed in July. 1770. Vrooman's Land Indian deeds are still
extant, one of which is dated Aug. 22, 1711. Among the early
settlers were Peter, son of Adam Vrooman, the patentee
Cornelius and Bartholomew Vrooman, Nicholas Feeck, Adani
Kriesler. Frere
Brown, Tennis Vrooman, Michael Brown.
Becker, and Stephen Young, on the w. and William Bouck, the
patentee, with his sons Johannes F., Christian, and William,
Nicholas York, and Henry Hager, on the E.
* This stream is called
by the Indians Ken-ha-na-ga-ra, TJpoa
its course, in a ravine 200 feet deep worn in the Hamilton
1.3,

1770

:

;

;

;

" Bouck's Falls."
shales, is a fine cascade, known as
s A German name for the rushes which
grew upon the bank*
of the creek at this place.
6 3
Union, Evan. Luth., and Ref. Prot. D.
^ A fall in the creek at the
village was called by the Indians
De-was-e-go.
8 The Gilboa Cotton Mills Co. has a
capital of $50,000, and
runs 100 looms.
9 These two settlors
joined the British and fled to Canada
during the Revolution. Among the early settlers after the w.sr
were Richard Stanley, Joseph Desilva, Benoni Frazer, Cornelius
Lane. John Breaster, Isaac Van Fort, Daniel Conover, and Jacob
Homer, all from New England. Ruloff Voorhees kept the first
inn, in 1785: John Disc built the first mills, in 1764: and Jonah
Soper the first tannery, in 1800. This town embraces a part of
the Blenheim Patent, with parts of grants to Ury Richtmeyer,
David BufiBngton. (July, 1770,) and
Scott, with a portion of
the " Siate Lands." The last named tracts comprised the lands
escheated to the State by failure of title, and the confiscated
estates of tories.
10 The census
reports 8 churches 4 Bap., 2 M. E., Ref. Prot.
D„ and Christian.
11 This lake is 1.800 ft. above tide.
It is often mentioned in old
documents, and was an angle in the bounds of Albany co. in colo.
ni;il times.
It is the source of the w, branch of the Delaware.

—

;

SCHOHARIE COUNTY.

606

The first settlements were made, in different parts of the town, in 179-1.^ The
Rev.
was
Stephen Fenn.^
preacher
I^IDDLiEBFROH was formed from Schoharie, March 17, 1797, as "Middlctotcn." Its
name was changed in 1801. A part was re-annexed to Schoharie March 26, 1798. Fulton was
taken off in 1828, and parts were annexed to Broome in 1849. It is the central town upon the e.
border of the co. Its surface is a hilly upland, divided into two ridges by the valley of Schoharie
The highest summits are GOO to 800 ft. above
(!reek, which extends N. and s. through the town.
Schoharie Creek receives Little Schoharie Creek from the e. and Line Kil from the
the valley.*
w. The hills bordering upon the streams are usually steep and in many places precipitous. The
soil is a clayey loam upon the hills, and a sandy loam in the valleys.
Hops and broomcorn are
N. part,

is

a

p. o.

first

—

Middleburg'Il,

extensively cultivated.

(p. v.,)

upon Schoharie Creek, contains 5 churches, a

private seminary, 2 steam paper mills, a steam gristmill, 2 foundries, and 110 dwellings. Uuiif ers
JLand, (p. V.,) near the s. e. corner, contains 2 churches, a sawmill, gristmill, 2 foundries, and 101
inhabitants. Mill Valley, on the line of Fulton, contains 2 large tanneries, a gristmill, and 25

The

dwellino;s.

harie stood a

settlements were made by Palatinates, in 1711.* The middle fort of Schobelow the present site of Middleburgh Village during the Revolution. There

first

little

are eleven churches in town.*

RICO.>IO]\'OVIL.L,E—was

It lies upon the w.
11, 1845.
The surface is a hilly upland, separated into two
The
distinct parts by the valley of Cobles Kil, which extends e. and w. through the center.
highest summits are 500 to 700 ft. above the valley. The soil is generally a clayey loam. Hops
are extensively cultivated. Ricliniondville,^ (P-^-j) near the center, contains 3 churches, a

border of the

co.,

a

little

s.

formed from Cobleskill, April

of the center.

foundery, sawmill, gristmill, and 370 inhabitants. WariiervlllC,' (p. v.,) upon Cobles Kil, at
the mouth of West Kil, contains 2 churches, a boarding seminar}',® 2 tanneries, and 44 dwellings.

'%Vest Ricliniondville is a p. o. The first settlement was made before the Revolution, by
George Warner and his sons Nicholas, George, and Daniel, from Schoharie.^ The census reports
5 churches in town.*"

SCUOIIARIE — was

formed as a

district

March

24, 1772,

and as a town March

7,

1788.

Sharon, Cobleskill, Middleburgh, and Blenheim were taken off in 1797, and Esperance and Wright
in 184G.
part of Middleburgh was re-annexed in 1798, and a part of Esperance in 1850. It

A

Its surface is a hilly
e. part of the co., its n. e. corner bordering on Schenectady co.
upland, broken by the deep valleys of the streams. The declivities of the hills are generally
gradual slopes, and tlieir summits are 400 to 500 ft. above the valleys." Schoharie Creek flows N.

lies in

the n.

through near the center, receiving Foxes Creek from the

e.

and Cobles Kil from the w.

In the

limestone region in this town are numerous caverns.'^ The soil upon the hills is a clayey loam,
and in the valleys a gravelly loam and alluvium. Hops and broom corn are largely cultivated.
Sclioliarie, (p. v.,) the county seat, is situated upon Schoharie Creek, s. of the center of the

town.
offices,

Besides the

co. buildings, it

an arsenal, and a bank.

contains 3 churches, the Schoharie Academy, 2 newspaper
Central Bridge, (p. v.,) at the mouth of Cobles

Pop. 800.

Barton

Kil, contains a church, sawmill, gristmill, machine shop, and 12 dwellings.
near the n. e. corner. The first settlement was made in 1711, by a colony of

p. 0.,
l

Amos and Caleb Northrop

settled in the

B.

part;

Samuel and

8

:

and Aaron Jones, near the village. These were mostly from
Kew England. The first marriage was that of Man-in Judd
and Lois Gibbs. Aug. ISOO; and the first deatlv that of Elsie
Ileman Hickok taught the first school, in
.Tudd, in June, 1799.
1799. C'anfield Coe kept the first inn, in 1794: and Rodman
Lewis the first store, in ISOO. Stephen Judd built the first sawmill, in 1796: and Ilemau Ilickok the first gristmill, in 1799.
Kli Jones built the first tannery, in 1810.
2 The census
reports 6 churches ; 4 M. E. and 2 Bap.
3 A hill
opposite Middleburgh Village was named On-ean-geA mountain just above Middlena, "Mountain of Snakes."
l urgh, on the w. side, was called <)-nis-ta-gia-wa ; the one next
w., Ti>wok-nou-i-a, or "Spring Hill;" and the one s. E. of Middle-

burgh, Mo-he-gou-ter.
* This town
comprises parts of Schoharie Patent, Lawyei-'s &
Zimmer's If^t .Allotment, Thos. Eckerson's, Becker & Eckerson"s,
Thns. & Cornelius Eckersou'.s, Clark's, Depeyster's, Vrooman's,
John Butler's, Bouck's, Lawrence Lawyer's, Nicholas Mattice's,

and the Vlaie Patents.
6 2 M. E
Kvan. I,uth., Ref. Prot. D., True Dutch &Prot. Epis.
6 Richmondville Union
Seminary and Female Collegiate InBtitute was built by a joint stock company in 1852, at a cost of
$24,000, including grounds, buildings, and furniture. It was
burned Dec. 13, 1S5:J, and wixs immediately rebuilt at a cost of
$34,000, but was again burned June 30, 185i.
.

;

j

is

a

Palati-

Named from Capt. Geo. Warner, the first settler.
Waruervillo Seminary was built in 1851, at a cost of about
$25,000, grounds and furniture being $3,000 additional. It has accommodations for 200 boarding students. A school was in operation
about 3 years, when it was closed and h;i8 not since been opened.
9 Geo. Mann, John and
Henry Shafer, Andrew Michael, Elijah
Hadsell, John Lick, and John Dingman settled soon after the Revolution. The first school (German) was taught by
Skinsky.
Bohall the first store by Geo. SkillThe first inn was kept by
mans; the first sawmill was built by a company of settlers; and
the fir.^t gristmill by David Lawyer, "on Cobles Kil. The town is
comprised in the Skinner and portions of the Franklin, John F.
Bouck, and B. Glazier Patents. Bouck's Patent, of 3,600 acres, was
granted March 19, 1754, and Glazier's, of 3,000 acres, July 28, 1772.
1" 2 M.
E., Bap., Evan. Luth., and Christian.
11 The
grade of the Albany & Susquehanna R. R., upon tha
N. line of this town, is 550 ft. above tide.
12 Ball's
Cave, otherwise called Gebhard's Cave, 4 mi. E. of the
courthouse, was first explored in Sept. 1831. It descends about
100 ft. below the surf^ice. A stream of water, with small cascades,
flows through it, and a boat is kept for the use of visitors. About
1853, it was purchased by W. H. Knoopfei, of N. Y., with the
design of ni.aking it a popular place of resort. When first explored, it abounded in m.agniflcent stalactites, of the purest
white, translucent and fibrous. Nethaway's Cave, 2 mi. s. E. of
the courthouse, was explored in 1836, by John Gebhard, jr., and
Johns Bonny. A few fine specimens of colored rhombohedral
spar were found in it.
'

Noah Judson, near Ufsyanthia Lake; Henry f'helmerdino and
James McKenzie, on West Kil Stephen Marvin, Erastus .Tudd,

Ilill

German

SCHOHARIE COUNTY.
had previously located upon the Hudson.^

nates, -who

Boon after the

settlement

Rev. Peter Nicholas

The

first

007

church (German) was established

Sommer was

the first clergyman.
formed from Sharon, Feb. 11, 1840. It lies on the w. border of the co.,
N. of the center.
Its surfixce is a hilly and broken upland, the highest summits being 300 to 500
ft. above the
West Kil, the principal stream, flows s. e. through the center. The soil is
valleys.*
a clayey loam. Hops are largely cultivated, llyudsvillc, (p. v.,) upon West Kil, in the s.
Seward Valley,'' (Seward
part, contains a sawmill, gristmill, tannery, and 143 inhabitants.
p. 0.,) in the n.w. part, contains 2 churches, a foundery, a gristmill, sawmill, and 26 houses.
Gardnerville (p. v.) contains a church and 84 inhabitants. Clove and Janesville are
hamlets. The first settlements were made in the n. part of the town, by a colony of Germans, in
"
New Dorlach." The census reports 8 churches in town.^
1754.® Their settlement was known as
first

SEWARD*—was

;^

SHAROKT^ —was

formed from Schoharie, April 6, 1795. A part of Carlisle was taken off
Seward was taken off in 1840. It is the n. w. corner town of the co. Its surface is a
The highest summits, in the s. w. corner, are about 500 feet above
rolling and hilly upland.
the valleys. West Kil, flowing s. through the w. part, is the principal stream. The soil is a
gravelly loam. In the underlying limestone are numerous caves. Hops are largely produced.
Sharon Spring's, (p. v.,) a little x. w. of the center, is celebrated for its sulphur and chalybeate springs.® It contains 5 large hotels for the accommodation of the visitors to the springs, and
in 1807.

2 churches.

Pop. 400.

Rockville, upon

Sliaron

Ilill, (Sharon

the turnpike, about a quarter of a mi. above the
Center (p. v.) contains 15 dwellings.
contains a church, a gristmill, sawmill, foundery, and 20

Sbaron

and 20 dwellings.

springs, contains a church

p. o.,) in

dwellings L<eesTille, (p.
(p. 0.,) near the w. line, and
;

v.,)

the

s. e.,

in the n. w. part, 2 churches

Beekmans

Corners,

and 20 dwellings.

near the

s.

line,

Eugellville,

are hamlets.

Col. Calvin

Rich, from New England, is said to have been the first settler.^" July 9, ifSl, the tory Doxtader,
with a party of 300 Indians, made a descent upon Currytown, Montgomery co. and on his return,
;

with his plunder and prisoners, he was overtaken by an American force, under Col. Willett. An
engagement ensued, in which about 40 Indians were killed, and the remainder fled. The battle
ground is about 2 mi. e. of Sharon Springs. There are eight churches in town.^^

SUMMIT —was

formed from Jefferson and Cobleskill, April 13, 1819. It is the s. w. corner
lying principally on the w. border. Its surface is a broken and hilly upland. The
central ridge forms a portion of the watershed between Susquehanna and Mohawk Rivers, the
highest summits being 2,000 to 2,300 ft. above tide. Charlotte River, the principal stream, flows
The soil is a gravelly and clayey loam.
s. w. through the w. part.
(p. v.,) upon the

town of the

co.,

Summit,

ridge, near the center, contains 2 churches

and 28 dwellings.

lotteville, (p. v.,) upon Charlotte River, in the s. w.
ence Seminary and Collegiate Institute,^^ 2 sawmills, a

It is 2,200

ft.

above

tide.

Cliar-

N. Y. Confergristmill and clothing works, and about 40

part, contains a church, the

1 This town includes
parts of the Schoharie, Morris & Coeyman's,
Lawyer & Bergh's, and the 2d Allotment of Lawyer & Zimmer's

The waters flowing over vegetable substances incrust them
with white and flocculeut sulphur. The gas from the sulphur
Patents.
spring quickly tarnishes silver, even in the pocket. In the
2 A lot of 14 acres in Huntersfield was
conveyed, Jan. 3, 1737, by neighborhood is a chalybeate spring. The vicinity derives
Johannes Sheffer, Hendrick Conradt, and Johannes Ingold, to interest from caves containing stalactites and beautiful crystals
Jonas Le Roy and Peter Speis, for the support of the Middleburgh of sulphate of lime. A quarter of a mile below the spring is a
and Schoharie high and low Dutch churches. By an act of Feb. 8, fine cascade. A copious spring of common water gushes from
1799, the two congregations were empowered to divide and mutu- the rocks a short distance above, in volume sufficient to turn a
Geal. 1st Dist.,p. 89; Beck's Mineralogy of N. T.,p. 143;
ally release this lot. The census reports 4 churches 2 Evan. Luth., mill.
3 Named in honor of Gov. Seward.
Simms's Schoharie, p. 643.
M. E., and Ref. Prot. D.
10 Col. R. was afterward at Sackets Harbor as a Col. of drafted
*
Upon the s. e. border of the town is a hill, called by the
Indians Gogny-ta-nee ; and n. of Seward Valley is another, called militia in Gen. Richard Dodge's brigade. Calvin Pike, William
"
^
One-en-ta-dashe.
Locally known as Neeleys Hollow." Vanderwerker, Conrad Fritche, Abraham and John Mereness,
6 The first settlers were Sebastian France, Michael
Merckley, John Malick, and Peter Courment were early settlers, and were
Henry Hynds, and Ernest Fretz. Among the other early settlers obliged to flee to Schoharie or Fort Hunter for safety during the
and
Conrad
Caleb
Wm.
were
Ernest Spornhyer,
Brown, war. Wm. Beekman kept the first store John Hutt built the
Crospot,
who located near the Luth. church and Wm. Ripsomah, Henry first sawmill, Oma Lagrange the first gristmill, in seventeen hunand
Geronimus
John, Peter, and dred and ninety-four, and Frederick Crounce the first tannery.
France, Henry Hanes,
Chrysler,
Martin, sons of Rev. Peter Nicholas Sommer, the first Schoharie The town comprises a part of Frederick Young's Patent of 20,000
The
first
German
school
was
Phaughwer acres, granted Oct. 11, 1752; a tract granted to Biadt & Livingtaught by
pastor.
the first inn was kept by Thos. Almy ; the first store by Wm. E. ston, of 8,000 acres; a part of Johan D. Gross' Tract; a tract
Wm.
built
and
Hanes granted to Johannes Lawyer, jr., Jacob Boist, and others, of
the
first
sawmill,
Hynds
Henry
Spornhyer.
the first gristmill. The first birth was that of Christopher France. 7,000 acres, Aug. 14, 1761 and a small part of the New Dorlach
7 3 Evan.
Patent. The first owners of New Dorlach Patent were Michael,
Luth., 3 M. E., Ref. Prot. D., and Bap.
8 Named from Sharon, Conn.
Johannes. Johannes Jost, and Jacob B. Boist, Johan Braun, Wm.
Johannes Shafffer,
9 These
springs have a high reputation for the cure of cutaneous Bauch, Michael Heltzineer, Henriek Hanes,
As
a
of
the
summer.
anaJohannes and Jacob La^wyer, Cliristian Zeh, Mathlas Baumann,
resort during
disorders, and are place
Lambert Sternberg, Barent Key3er,and I'eter Nicholas Sommer.
lyzed by Dr. Chilton, a pint of the water is found to contain,
2.65 grains.
The patent provided that any differences that might arise were
Sulphate of magnesia
"
6.98
to be settled by arbitration.
Sulphate of lime
"
" 2 Ev. Luth., Ref. Prot. D., Bap., Union, Prot. Ep., Pres. &
0.14
Chloride of sodium
"
M. E.
Chloride of magnesium
0.15
12 This institution is under the charge of the Methodist Episof
sodium
Ilydrosulphuret
"|
"
It is one of the largest institution" in
0.14
copal denomination.
Hydrosulphuret of calcium >
the State, having accommodations for about 450 boarding stuExtractive matter
J
For particulars of early settlement, see page 601.

—

;

:

;

;

;

—

Sulphuretted hydrogen gas,

—

10.06
^1

cubic inch.

dents.

•

SCHOHARIE COUNTf.

608

(p. o.,) in the n. w. part, contains a church and 10 dwellings;
on the line of Blenheim, 2 churches and 15 dwellings. The first settlement was made in 1794, by Frederick Prosper, from Dutchess co.^ Rev. M. Sherman was the first
preacher. The census reports 7 churches in town.*

l,utlieraiiville,

dwellings.

and

Uniinence,

(p. v.,)

fFRIGHT'—was
of the CO.

formed from Schoharie, April 4, 1846. It is the n. town on the e. border
a hilly upland. The highest summits, along the s. line, are 600 to 800 ft.
The piincipal stream is Foxes Creek, flowing n. w. through the center. The

Its surface is

above the valleys.
a clay and gravelly loam.

Gallupville, (p. v.,) near the center, contains 3 churches, 2
sawmills, tannery, carding machine, and 50 houses. Shutters Corners, (p. o.,) in the w. part,
The
contains a sawmill, gristmill, and 10 houses. "Waldensville is a p. o., near the e. line.
soil is

town comprises the whole of several patents and parts of several others, principally granted from
1760 to 1770. The first settlement was made by Jacob Zimmer, near Gallupville, several years
prior to the Revolution.* A stone house built by Johannes Becker, an early settler, was used as a
There are 5 churches in town.*
fort during the war.*

Acres of Landj Valuation, Population, Dicellings, Families, Freeliolders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Schoharie County.

Names

e

of Towns.

Esperance
Fulton

9,864
18,623
14,612
11,742
12,907
7,679^
17,1204

GiUioa

23,1.39

Jefferson

15,00-4

MidiUeburgh....

14,240J

Kichmondville.
Schoharie

14,207-J

Carlisle

Cobleskill
Coneaville

Seward
Sharon

Summit
Wright
Total

9,401
14,381
19,297
13,027
12,599

Schools.

S

$205,657

686

665

2.35.230

1,071

1,067

873

850

1,096

1,112

700
643

707
727

l,45fl

1,367
1,351

338,707

100,162
45,065
62,265

436,581
404,101
256.966
309,537
522.900
359,258
308,618
485,195
407.359
745,241
417.048
652,350
365,800
400,972

5,573,576

959,237

6,532,813

16,102
8,375
6,243
6,296
8,552
2,715i
17,192
13,398J
8,045i
11,609
6,475
6.429

$186,667
204,.346

394,171
347,926
229,460
237,915
464,350
302,308
278,140
431,345
374,599
522,591
388,128
552,188
320.735

5,420
4,878
6,040
5,276

227,9041 132,046A

$18,990
60,884
42,410
56,175
27.506
71.622
58.550
56,950
30,478
53.850
32.760
222.6.50

28.920

Lite Stock.

962

963

1,360

1,356

940
843

950
815

225
421
311
378
262
239
509
478
292
480
345
498
316
460
354
283

16,828 16,691

5.846

1.306

820

868

1,621
1,028
1,429

1.454

999
1,440

252
608
638
741
443
379
707

Broome
Carlisle

Cobleskill

ConesvOle
Esperance
Fulton.
Gilboa
Jefferson

Middleburgh.
Kichmondvill
Schoharie

Seward
Sharon

Summit
Wright.
Total...

597

,

452
838
601
758
583
1,001

506
578

873
1,117
1,078

801
1,867
1,903
1,477
1,498
1,120
1,244

986
868
640
1,492
1,927
1,753

750

i;ilo

1,009
1,006
1,260
1,201
1,530

807

823

1,072
1,349

l,3S-8
5.4.38

3.34S
2.930
3.460
1.165
3.520
3,385
2,241
3,268
2,182
2,241
2,001
3,923
2,030
3,076

618,
962^

ma.

1,137
1,463

916
6181
1,484!

1,229

791
1,749
1,093
1,804
1,444
1,384

941
1,171

16,109
52,3624
61,044}
63,671
17,185}
49,561
70,860}
33,4274
2.28S4 33,2614
14,499
77,305
6,044i 62,354
73,555
19,558
5.0094 73,2964
4,638 129,765
2,151
51,884
13,660
57,001i

3,168
6,469
2,275
6,964
2,991
2,272
10,0054

9,682 20,558 18,2131 45,596 18,804! Il06,237i '922,6441

1 Clement
Davis, Samuel Allen, Martin Van Buren, Morris
Kiff, Robert and Abraham Van Duser, A. M. Frydenburgh,
Joseph L. Barnet, Amos Baldwin, Jonathan Ilughes, Baltus
Prosper, and James Brown were early settlers. The first birth
W.1.S that of
Frydenburgh, and the first marriage that of
Clement Davis and Lovina Allen, in 1797. Daniel Ilarris taught
the first school, in 1798. Benj. Rider kept the first inn, James
Van Buren the first sawmill.
Burns the first store, and
KThe town comprises a part of the Straasburgh, Charlotte Kiver,
Ftephen Skinner, and Walter Franklin Patents.
8 2
Bap., 2 M. E., Kef. Prot. D., Ev. Luth., and Christian.
.

6.258

4,574

204

13,808

Daisy Pbodhcts.

ftj

915
1.586
1,338
1,228
1,238

186
270
270
335
215
177
402
322
252
363
291
310
247
4-4
268
236

"k.

-1

I
Blenheim

245
427
326
401
292
262
630
526
321
547
378
495
335
489
374
310

Agricultural Products.
Bush, op Gbun.

Names of Towns.

g
"5-

e

.3

Blenheim
Broome..

POPULWION.

Valuation of 1858.

Acres op Land.

1,940
3,315
2,705
2,745
3,130
1,8694
3,4364
5.0354
4,369
2,819}
3,122
2,1594
3,213
2,881
4.297
1,737

5,539
7,2704
11,349
11.724
5,740
5,889
18,926
10,694
11,164
16,356
11,761
16,754
13,206
16.925
18,971
8,164

ft,

6,746
10,481
12,992
14,093
10,686
7,132
11,847
13,440
9,472
11,108
15,261
10,372
18,006
47.182
12,210
11,154

05

86.230
92,146
115,586
93,725
95.550
53.745
140.939
207.265
183,877
93,970
98.580
72,060
136,430
124.965
150,815
86,374

48,774} 190,4324 222,18211,832,257

608
2,605
5.379

6,716
2.640
3,025

869
3,090

500
1,883

200
40,661
2,240

200
400
71,016

l,800i
2,092
2,165
2,7174

848A
1,139
4.959J
2.560
2,593
1,331
2.853
1,284
2.056J
1:976
3.142
1.398

34,915

8 Named in honor of Gov. Silas
Wright.
*
Shaffer,
Among the early settlers were Johannes Becker,
Frederick Dening, John Nashold, Frederick Peller, Christopher
Shoefelt, and John Ililsley. Jacob Zimmer kept the first inn,
John and Henry Becker the first store; .Jacob Zimmer built tho
first gristmill, and Zimmer, Becker & Shaffer the first sawmill,
6 On the
morning of July 26, 1782, a band of tories and Indians
appeared in the valley of Foxes Creek, murdered several persons,
took some prisoners, and attempted to dislodge the inmates of the
stone house, but failed. This house is still .standing.
6 2 M.
E., Ev. Luth., Ref. Prot. D., and Christian.

SCHUYLER COUNTY.
This county^ was formed from Steuben, Chemung, and Tompkins,
It lies upon both sides of the s. extremity of
April 17, 1854.
Seneca Lake is centrally distant 160 mi. from Albany, and conIts surface is mostly an undulating and hilly
tains 352 sq. mi.
upland, divided into two distinct ridges by the deep valley of Seneca
Lake and its inlet. The highest summits are 600 to 1,000 ft. above
Seneca Lake and 1,200 to 1,600 ft. above tide. A bluff 100 to 300 ft.
;

I

'

high extends along the shores of the lake, too steep for profitable cultivation but farther inland the hills are bordered by long and gradual
slopes and are generally arable to their very summits. The extreme
;

s.

part of the co. assumes a more hilly and broken character. Cathais the principal

rines Creek, flowing into the head of Seneca Lake,

stream.

600
is
s.

ft.

Its course is

high.

Upon

it

through a deep, narrow, and winding valley bordered by steep hillsides 400 to
are numerous falls, affording abundance of water-power and near its mouth
;

marshy region of considerable extent. Meads Run, a tributary of Chemung River, drains the
w. corner, and Cayuta Creek the s. e. corner. The other streams are small creeks and brooks,
a

A

few streams take their rise along the n. e.
mostly discharging their waters into Seneca Lake.
border and flow into Cayuga Lake. Little and Mud Lakes, two smaller sheets of water along the
w. border, discharge their waters through Mud Creek into Conhocton River. Cayuta Lake is a fine
sheet of water, in the e. part of the co. Hector Falls, upon a small stream flowing into Seneca Lake
The rocks of this co. mostly belong to the
e., is one of the finest cascades in the State.

from the

—

Portage and Chemung groups, the former occupying the n. and the latter the s. part of the co.
In the deep valley along the shore of Seneca Lake, in the extreme n. part of the co., are found
outcrops of Genesee slate. The only good building stone in the co. is the thin-bedded sandstone
separating the thick beds of shale. In many places these rocks are covered deeply with drift
The soil upon the highlands is clayey and gravelly, principally derived from the disdeposits.
integration of the shales; and in

many places this is underlaid by hardpan. In the valleys the
a gravelly loam intermixed with alluvvum.
Agriculture forms the leading and almost the sole occupation of the people. Spring grains are
extensively grown, and stock and wool growing and dairying are largely carried on. The climate
and soil are both better adapted to pasturage than to tillage. Fruit is becoming an important article
soil is

of culture, and all kinds adapted to the climate succeed well.
carried on at Watkins and Havana.

A limited amount of manufacturing

is

In 1854, commissioners appointed to locate the co. buildings fixed upon Havana as the couiity
The action of the commissioners was resisted by the Board of Supervisors, and by them the
seat
was located at Watkins, at the head of Seneca Lake. A courthouse was erected at each
county
seat.'

village subsequently the courts decided against the action of the commissioners, and, April 13, 1857,,
an act was passed by the legislature confirming the location of the county seat at Havana. At their
;

annual meetings in the fall of 1857 and 1858 the Board of Supervisors passed resolutions changing
the location to Watkins, and at this place the co. offices are at present located.
The buildings
erected at each place for a courthouse, and for a clei-k's office and jail at Havana, are fine build-

The buildings at
ings, embodying nearly all modern improvements.
cost of $15,000.
No poorhouse has yet been established.

Havana were

erected at a

The public works in the co. are the Chemung Canal, extending from the head of Seneca Lake
through the valley of Catharines Creek, uniting with Chemung River at Elmira the Elmira,
Jefferson & Canandaigua R. R., extending along the w. shore of Seneca Lake to Watkins and the
Chemung R. R., extending s. from Watkins along Catharines Creek to Elmira. These roads are
both leased to the N. Y. & E. R. R. Co.
s.

;

;

In 1779, Sullivan's army marched through the defiles along Catharines Creek, closely pursuing
So great yvas
the Indians, who were flying from the fatal battle of "Newtown," (now Elmira.)
the terror of the Indians that they neglected to defend the passes, and the American army
'^
1

«

Named from

flen. Philip Scluiyler.

These commissioners were D0I08 De Wolf, of

„

.

«

.

Oswego, Edward Dodd, of Washington, and Viyua W. Smith, of Onondaga.
39
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marched unmolested through the only place where successful resistance was practicable.

Upon

the conclusion of peace, many of the soldiers belonging to the army returned to this region and
located upon land which had been first brought to their notice during their march against the
The first settlements in the co. were made on Catharines Creek, near the present site
Indians.
of Havana, in 1788, and on the shores of Seneca Lake, in 1790. The town of Hector belonged to

the Military Tract the towns of Catharines, Dix, and Reading, to the Watkins and Flint Purchase and Tyrone and Orange, to the Phelps and Gorham Purchase.
Two weekly newspapers are now published in the co.^
;

;

CATOARIjVES^—was

formed from " Ketoloion," (now Elmira, Chemung co.,) March 15,
(Chemung co.) were taken off in 1823. A part of Newfield (Tompkins
It lies upon
CO.) was annexed June 4, 1853, and a part was added to Cayuta, April 17, 1854,
the s. border of the co., e. of the center. Its surface is a hilly upland, broken by the deep valleys
of the streams.
Catharines Creek, along the w. border, flows in a deep ravine 300 to 700 feet
below the summits of the hills. Cayuta Lake lies in the n. e. part and its outlet, Cayuta
The soil is principally a gravelly loam mixed with clay.
Creek, flows s. into the Susquehanna.
Havana, (p. v.,) upon Catharines Creek, on the line of Dix, 3 mi. from Senec^ Lake, was incorp.
May 13, 1836. It contains a courthouse, jail, clerk's office, the People's College,' 3 churches, a
newspaper office, 3 flouring mills, and several manufacturing establishments.* It is a canal
village and a station upon the Chemung R. R. Pop. 1,290.
Odet^sa, (p. v.,) near the center
of the town, contains 2 churches, a gristmill, several sawmills, and 40 dwellings; and Catharines, (p. V.,) in the s. part, 2 churches and 25 dwellings. Alpine, (p. v.,) on the s. E. border,
aud Cayutaville, (p. o.,) on the n. e. border, are partly in this town. Silas Wolcott and
Wilson settled at Havana in 1788.^ The first religious meeting was held at the house of Mr. P.
1798.

Catlin and Veteran

;

•

Bowers, by a Presbyterian minister, in 1794.®

(For the

new town

of Montour, see p. 612.)

CAYUTA— was

formed from Spencer, (Tioga co.,) March 20, 1824. Parts of Catharines and
Erin (Chemung co.) were annexed in 1854. The town was transferred from Tioga to Tompkins co.
March 22, 1822. It is the s. e. corner town in the co. Its surface is a hilly upland. Cayuta
Creek flows s. e. through the town, in a narrow valley bordered by steep hillsides 300 to 600 ft. high.
The soil is a clayey and gravelly loam. Cayuta (West Cayuta p. o.) contains 15 dwellings;
Alpine, (p. V.,) on the n. line of the town, a flouring mill, sawmill, chair factory, and 25
The first settlement was made in the valley of the Cayuta, near West Cayuta, in
dwellings
the first two from Tioga co.,
1801, by Capt. Gabriel Ogden, Rev. David Janes, and Jos. Thomas,
and the last from Athens, Penn.'' The first religious services were held by Rev. ]Mr. Janes,
No churches are reported.
(Bap.,) at his own house, in 1802.

—

1 The
Tioga Patriot was started at Havana in June, 1828, by 1 and 4 and all of Tps. 2 and 3 of John W. Watkins"s Tract.
3 This institution was
L. B. and S. Butler, and was continued a short time.
incorp. April 13, 1854, and was located
The Havana Observer was started in 1830 by F. W. Ritter, and at Havana Jan. 8, 1857. The collepre edifice the erection of
was soon discontinued.
which has been commenced is to be 320 by 52 feet, 4 stories
The Havana Hepublicon was commenced in 1835 by Nelson high, with a basement. At either end is a wing, 206 by 52 ft.,
Colgrove. It was issued successively bv G. Barlow Kye, 4 stories high and a wing will project rearward from the center,
T. 1. Taylor, and W. H. Ongly until 1849, when it was 68 by 64 ft., 3 stories high. Above the basement the walls are
to be erected of brick the whole at an estimated cost of $175,000.
changed to
The Country and Havana Republican. It was discon- The institution is to afford instruction in some departments of
Lift
tinued in 1850.
mechanics and manufactures, and students are to be paid for
Tht Chemung Democrat was removed from Horseheads to Havana their services. The trustees have resolved to establish 19 proin 1840, and to "Jeffemm" (now Watkinsj in 1842. Its fessorships.
* 2
name was soon after changed to
plaster mills, 2 sawmills, a planing mill, woolen factory,
The Democratic Citizen, and it was issued by J. I. Hendrix iron foundery. and tannery.
5 Geo. Mills, Wm.
until 1850.
McClure, Phineas Bowers, John King, and 2
The IncUpendent Freeman was started at Watkins. June 15. 1850, families by the name of Stevens, settled in the valley at and near
Havana in 1789-90. Anthony Broderick kept the first school, in
by W. B. Slawson & Co.; in 1851 it was changed to
The Jefferson Eagle, and was continued a few months.
a house owned by Phineas Bowers, in 1792-93. Silas Wolcott
The Corona Borealis, a literary paper, was published at "Jeffer- kept the first inn, soon after his settlement, and Isaac Baldwia
son" about the same time.
and George Mills the first store, in 1805. at Havana. Phineaa
Tlie Havana Journal was commenced April 16, 1853, by Bowers erecte(i the first grist and saw mills, at or near the village.
6 Tlie census
John B. Look, and its publication is still continued.
reports 7 churches; 2 Prot. E., 2 Presb., 2 M. E.,
The Watkins Republican was established in June, and Bap.
' Hermon
1854, by S. M. Taylor. It passed into the hands of J.
White, Benj. Chambers, andJeremiah Taylor settled
K. Averill, and afterward into those of M. Ells, by in the same vicinity in 1803 Moses Brown, Langstaff Compton,
whom it is still published.
and others in 1804. The first birth was that of Eosetta, daughThe Schuyler County Denwcrat, commenced at Havana, April 25, ter of Jonathan Thomas, in Jan. 1804 the first marriage, that
1S55, by Averill & Baxter, was soon after discontinued. of Ebenezer Edwards and Sarah Ogden. in 1804 and the first
* Named from Catharine
Montour, a French woman who mar- death, that of Joseph Thomas, in July, 1802. Robert Lockerby
ried an Indian, was adopted into the Seneca tribe, and exerted a taught the first school, in a house
belonging to Elder Janes, in

—

—

;

m

;

;

;

:

controlling influence among the Indians. She received a small
salary from the English Colonial Government, for many years,
on account of her influence among the Indians. She resided on
the present site of Havana, and was known as Queen CathaThis town as first formed embraced the N. parbof Tps.
'ine.

the winter of 1805. Capt. Gabriel Ogden kept the first inn, at
West Cayuta, in 1805, and Jesse White the first store, in 1808.
Johp White erected the first sawmill on the E. branch of the
Cayuta, in 1816. and John Ennis the first gristmill, 2 mi. below
West Cayuta, in 1817.

SCHUYLER COUNTY.
DIX' —was

formed from Catlin, (Chemung

co.,)

April 17, 1835,

6U
It lies

upon the w.

side

of Catharines Creek, and extends from the head of Seneca Lake to the s. bounds of the co. The
surface is mostly a rolling and hilly upland, the summits being 400 to 700 ft. above the lake.

by Catharines Creek and several smaller streams. The soil is principally a fine
little s. w. from the head of the lake is a deep glen in the hills, borquality of gravelly loam.
dered by perpendicular rocks 200 ft. high.
small stream runs through it, forming a series of
beautiful cascades. 'Watltilis,'' (p. v.,) upon the line of Reading, at the head of Seneca Lake,

It is drained

A

A

It contains
incorp., as "Jefferson," April 11, 1842, and its name was changed April 8, 1852.
a courthouse, 5 churches, a newspaper office, and several manufacturing establishments.
It is a
lake, canal, and r. r. station; a daily steamboat plies upon Seneca Lake between this place and

was

BeaTer Dams,

(p- v.,) in the s. w. corner, contains 2 churches, several
manufactories, and 28 dwellings; Toivnsend, (p. v.,) near the w. line, contains 1 church,
several mills, and 36 dwellings;
Settlement, (Moreland p.o.,) near the s. line,
contains 2 churches and 26 dwellings. The first settlements were made near the head of the lake

Geneva. Pop. 1,084.

Crawford

and along the valley of Catharines Creek, about the commencement of the present century.'
first church edifice (Bap.) was erected in 1833, at Townsend.*

The

HECTOR—

was formed from Ovid, (Seneca co.,) March 30, 1802. It is the s. w. corner
township of the Military Tract and the n. e. corner town of the co. Its surface is a rolling
upland, its highest summits being 500 to 700 ft. above Seneca Lake. The blufi's bordering upon
the lake are 100 to 300 ft. high, and nearly perpendicular.
It is drained by a large number of
small creeks flowing into Seneca and Caj^uga Lakes. Hector Falls, upon a small creek in the

made by the stream flowing down the bluff which bordera
a clay, sandy, and gravelly loam, in some places underlaid by hardpan. Perry City, (p-v.,) upon the e. line of the town, contains a Friends' meeting house and
120 inhabitants; Meckleilblirg'El, (p. v.,) situated2mi.s.w.of Perry City, contains 3 churches,
s.

w. part of the town,

upon the

lake.

The

is

a cascade

soil is

2 sawmills, a flouring mill, and 338 inhabitants; Reynoldsville, (p. v.,) near the center of the
town, contains a church and 117 inhabitants; Bennettsburgli. (p. v.,) in the s. part, contains
a church, 4 saw and shingle mills, 1 gristmill, tannery, and 25 dwellings; Burdett, (p. v.,) in
the s. w. part, contains 3 churches, a woolen factory, agricultural implement factory, iron foundery,
gristmill, sawmill, tannery, and 360 inhabitants; Peach Orchard, (Hector p.o.,) in theN. w.
churches and 34 dwellings
PolRville, in the n. w. part, contains a
church and 16 dwellings Searsburg'h (p. o.) contains 2 churches and 10 dwellings. JVorth
Hector and Cayutaville are p. offices and Steaniburgll is a hamlet. John Livingston
and Wm. Wickham settled in 1791, in the n. w. part of the town, on the bank of the lake.* The
first church (Presb.) was formed by Rev. Mr. Stewart, at Peach Orchard, in 1809.*
part, contains 3

;

;

;

ORAIVGE —^was

formed from Wayne, (Steuben

A part of

co.,)

Feb. 12, 1813, as "Jersey."

Its

name

was annexed April 11, 1842, and a
It is the s. w. corner town in the co., and is
part of Bradford, (Steuben co.,) April 17, 1854.
Its surface is a rolling and hilly upland, broken by
l.M)unded on the e. by the pre-emption line.
the deep and irregular valleys of the streams. Meads Run, flowing s. w., forms the principal
drainage. The soil is chiefly a gravelly loam. Monterey (Orange p. o.) contams 3 chuiches,
a gristmill, and 301 inhabitants. Sugar Hill is a p. o. in the n. e. part. The first settlements
were made in 1799, by Abraham Rozenback and Samuel Scomp, n. e. of Monterey.' The first
church (M. E.) was formed by Rev. Peregrine Hallett, the first preacher.^
was changed Feb.

1

20, 1836.

Named from Ex-Senator .Tohn A. Bix.
Named from Dr. Samuel Watkins, an

Hornby (Steuben

co.)

Betsey Livingston; and the

The

first

death, that of

Wm. Wickham.

was taught

at Peach Orchard, by John Living
kept the first inn, near Peach Orchard,
* Geo. Mills was
among the first settlers in town, and is still and John B. Seeley the first store, at Hector Falls. The first
living there, at the age of 95 years. Judgo John Dowe, David gristmill and carding machine were put in operation at the
Culver, and John and Wm. Watkins were also among the early same place, by Sam'l B. Seeley.
6 The census
The first settlers at the village of Townsend were
settlers.
reports 20 churches in town 7 M. E., 3 Presb.,
CLiudins Town.send, Consider B. Evens, Jonas Blower, and Dodo 3 Bap., 2 Wes. Metli., 2 Friends, 0. S. Bap., Prot. B., and Chris.
182.3
Ebenezer
was
the
first
settler
at
Beaver
in
Cong.
Perry
Benson,
7
Dams. At this place 2 dams were built across Post Creek by
Henry Switzcr, from N. J., settled on Switzer Hill, in 1802,
beavers; one of the dams still remains. A swamp, formed by and D. Hewitt, from P>cusselacr co., N. Y., was the first settler at
the lower dam, is an alluvial deposit 400 ft. deep, from which Monterey, in 1811. Abnerand Thos. Ilnrd, and Brigham Young,
the Mormon leader, were early settlers in tlio N. E. part of the
lime is made.
* The census
reports 10 churches ; 3 Bap., 3 M. E., 2 Presb., town. Saml. Chapman, Wm. Wilkins, Wm. Do Witt, Andrew
Prot. E., and Univ.
Fort, Daul. Curtias, and .Tededinh Miller settled on Meads Run
2

early settler in the

first

ston.

village.

school

Wm. Wickham

;

;

Elsie Switzer was the first cliild born. The first school
was taught by Dan'l McDougall. in 1819. near Monterey. Thos.
tary Lots 20 and 21, in 1794; Kichard Ely and Orover Smith, a Hurd kept the first inn, in 1810, at Monterey, and Walter Hard
the first store, 8. w. of the same place.
little N. of Peach Orchard, and Daniel Everts, s. of the same
8 The census
Tlie first child born
iih from Salisbury, Conn.
reports 4 churches in town; 2 Bap., Prosb, and
place, in 1795,
was Polly Everts the first marriage, that of Stephen Pratt and M. U.
s

Reuben Smith and his sons Benben, Jabez, Sam'l, Harvey,
and Chauncey W., from Canaan, Conn., settled on Mili-

Caleb,

—

;

in 1811.
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READIIVG—-was

"

formed from Frederickstown," (now Wayne, Steuben co.,) Feb. 17, 1806.
It lies upon the w. bank of Seneca Lake, and is the central town upon the n. border of the co.
The bluffs upon the shore are very
Its surface is a rolling upland 400 to 500 ft. above the lake.
The soil is
Its streams are small brooks and creeks.
steep and in many places precipitous.
contains 2 churches and 24 dwellings; IreCenter
loam.
a
Reading
(p.
v.)
clay
mostly
landvillc (Reading p. o.) contains 11 dwellings. IVortli Reading is a p. o. The Elmira,
A settlement
Jefferson & Canandaigua R. R. traverses the town upon the w. shore of the lake.
was made at Reading Center, by Judge John Dow, from Conn., in 1790.^ The first church (Bap.

was formed by Elder John

Goff, in 1810, at

Reading

Center.''

TYROJVE —was

formed from Wayne, (Steuben co.,) April 16, 1822. It is the n. w. corner
town in the co. Its surface is an elevated upland divided into several ridges by the valleys of
streams. Its principal stream is Mud Creek, flowing s. w. Little Lake, upon the w. border, is
3 mi. long and about 1 wide and Mud Lake, in the s. w. corner, is 1^ mi. long and about one-half
mi. wide. These lakes lie in deep valleys, and are bordered by a long range of hills which rise
;

300

400

to

contains
ants;

1

ft.

above them.

Weston,
a

(p. V.,)

The

soil is

a clay loam.

Tyrone,

(p. v.,)

a

little e.

of

Mud

Lake,

1 gristmill, 2 sawmills, 2 tanneries, several manufactories, and 160 inhabit2 churches and 177 inhabitants ; Altay,
(p. V.,) J mi. N. w. of Tyrone, contains

church,

little E.

of the center, contains a church, tannery, 2 sawmills, a steam flouring mill, and
6 houses. The first settlement
(p. o.) contains a church and

144 inhabitants;

Pine Grove

was made in 1800, by Gen. Wm. Kernan, on a tract of 4,000 acres, purchased by Thos. O'Conner.'
The first church edifice (Union) was erected by the Presb. and Bap.; Rev. Joseph Crawford
(Presb.) and Rev. Van Rensselaer Wall (Bap.) were the first preachers.*

MOl^TOUR—

was formed from Catharines, March 23, 1860, and embraces the western part
of the former town of Catharines, including the village of Havana.
Acres of Land,

Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families,

Stock, Agricultural Products,
Acres of Land.

Freeliolders,

Scliools,

Live

and Domestic Manufactures, of Schuyler County.
Valuation of 1858.

Population.

Schools.

"S

Names

S

op Towns.

I
••2

g
Catharines
Cayuta.
I)ix

Hector
Orange
KeadiQg....

Tyrone
Total.

Names op Towns.

Catharines..

Cayuta.

DLx
Hector
Orange
Reading
Tyrone

....

Total.

18,160
4,875
15,269
45,904i
20,328i
12,8S2i
10.917

11,598
7,168*
7,326|
15,851
ll,304i

,134.33^^

62.999^

3,72tii

6,023}

il

$833,291 $157,100
3.840
74.836
558.503
39.765
82,600
1,520,513
434,542
47,444
27.750
425,073
566,555
35,850

$990,391
78,676
598,268
1,603,113
481,986
452,823
602,405

394.349

4.807. ti62

4,413.313

1.761

I
1,756

324

294

1,447
2,S01
1,256

1,437
2,828
1,227

736

716

1.083

1,111

9.408

9,369

669
118
545

593
119
574

1.090 1,102

483
266
409

483
277
429

3.582 3.5

"»

^5

4
421
130
454
988
374
237
842
2,946

1.390

208
1,176
2,126

885
483
850
112

7,118

SEIS^ECA cou:NrTY.
This county was formed from Cayuga, March 29, 1804, A part
of Tompkins wai taken off in 1817, and a part of Wayne in 1823.
It lies w. of the center of the State, centrally distant 156 mi, from
Albany, and contains 420 sq. mi. It occupies the greater part of
the land which lies between Seneca and Cayuga Lakes, and extenda

A high ridge enters the co,
several mi. n. of Seneca Lake Outlet.
from Tompkins and occupies nearly one-fourth of its surface. The
summit of the extreme s, portion of this ridge in this co, is 700 to 800
Toward
feet above Seneca Lake and 1,100 to 1,250 feet above tide.
the N. it gradually declines to the level of Seneca Lake. The ridge
is bordered in some places by steep declivities and in others by
gradual slopes, and in the s. part of the co. generally terminates in
high bluffs on the shores of the lakes. At the foot of Seneca Lake the bluffs, on an average, are
about 20 feet high but toward the s. they gradually rise to an elevation of 100 to 150 feet. At the
foot of Cayuga Lake the shore is low and shelving but in Romulus a bluff shore commences, which
gradually increases in height until on the s. border of the co. it attains an elevation of 150 to 200
;

;

feet.

From

the summits of the bluffs to the central

summit of the ridge the land generally

rises in

few places by sharp declivities of a terrace-like formation.
From Ovid toward the n, the land abruptly descends about 200 feet, and then by gradual
The region immediately n, of Seneca Lake Outlet and w. of
slopes to the level of Seneca River,
the Cayuga Lake Outlet is level, and some of it is marshy. In the N, w. corner of the co, is a
great number of alluvial ridges, composed principally of gravel. These ridges extend in a n, and
Their declivities are generally very abrupt toward the n.,
s. direction and are 30 to 50 feet high.
E., and w., but more gradual toward the s.
beautiful, smooth, gradual slopes, broken in a

The geological formation of the co. is very simple. The rocks overlie each other in parallel
The lowest rocks that crop out in the co. are those of the
layers slightly dipping toward the s.
Onondaga salt group, including both the red shales and gypsum. They are found along Seneca
River, where the gypsum is extensively quarried. Next above these are heavy, compact masses
of the coriiiferous limestone, occupying a belt of country 2 to 3 mi. wide s. of Seneca River. The
intermediate waterlime and Onondaga limestone strata are developed in this co. only in very thin

and scarcely noticeable layers. The corniferous limestone furnishes a building stone of great excellence and is extensively quarried.
Next in order come the Marcellus and Hamilton shales, occupying a broad belt through the co. and extending nearly to the summits of the ridges the TuUy
limestone, a layer of only a few feet in thickness, but valuable from the quantity and quality of
lime manufactured from it and the Genesee slate, a dark, shaly rock which crowns the summits
;

;

These rocks throughout the co. are covered with a deep deposit of drift, consisting of clay, sand, gravel, and hardpan, and crop out only along the shores of the lakes, the
narrow ravines of the streams, and the steep declivities of the ridges. In the n. w. corner of the
CO, this drift is arranged in ridges with naiTOw valleys scooped out between them.^
of the southern

hills.

The principal stream is Seneca River, forming the outlet of Seneca Lake. It has a course of about
14 mi. between the two lakes, and in that distance falls 60 feet. The falls are principally at Waterloo
and Seneca Falls, furnishing an excellent water-power at each place, but much the greater at the
From Cayuga Lake, Seneca River flows n. e. through a marshy region and forms a portion
latter.
of the E. boundary of the co. Clyde River, a tributary of the Seneca, flows through a portion of the
in the n. e. corner.
The other streams are all small brooks and creeks, and for the
most part are rapid torrents flowing in deep gulfs worn in the shaly rocks. They are frequently
interrupted by waterfalls, are nearly dry in summer, and are subject to severe freshets.
Seneca Lake, the w. border of which forms the greater part of the w. boundary of the co., is S5
mi. long and 1 to 4 mi. broad. It is 216 feet above Lake Ontario and 447 feet above tide. Itoccu«
Its shores are
pies a deep valley between the hills, and it varies in depth from 300 to 630 feet.
generally bold and from their summits the land slopes gently and gracefully upward to a height

marshy region

;

The

tlicRe remarkable ridges seem
to indicate that the wliole region ban been subject to the force
of large bodies of running water moving in a soiittierly direction ; ani it has been conjectured that at a geological period imI

position and character of

mediately preceding the present one, the waters of Lake Onthen much above its present level, flowed through the
valleys of Seneca and Cayuga Lakes and discharged into the Suaquehauna.
tario,

6L'}
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its surface, furnishing some of the most quiet and beautiful scenery 'n the
never entirely frozen over. Cayuga Lake occupies a parallel valley on the e.
and is 38 mi. long and 1 to 3^ mi. wide. It is 60 feet below Seneca, and its

of 200 to 700 feet above
State.

This lake

border of the

co.,

is

Near the foot the lake is very shallow, and a large extent of land,
is 346 feet.
immediately adjoining and lying along the course of its outlet, is swampy.^ Further s. the shores
are bluff and the country is of the same general character as that bordering upon Seneca Lake.
The soil is generally of a very excellent quality. The sandy and gravelly loam of the drift degreatest depth

The lower portions of the ridges are
is well adapted to either grain raising or grazing.
enriched by the disintegration of the rocks above, making the soil very productive. The lowlands
bordering upon Seneca River are clayey and in many places mixed with disintegrated gypsum and

posits

limestone.
North of the river have been found extensive marl deposits of great agricultural value.
North of the foot of Seneca Lake is a sandy region once considered worthless but upon trial the
soil has been found susceptible of being made productive at little expense. The marshy regions w. of
Cayuga Outlet are covered with thick deposits of marl and muck. Measures have been instituted
to drain these marshes
if successful a new and exceedingly fertile region will be added to the
pro;

;

ductive lands of the State.

The

co. seats being located respectively at Ovid and Waterloo.^ The courtOvid are brick buildings, situated in the e. part of the village. The
combined courthouse and jail at Waterloo is a brick building, situated near the r. r., fronting the
public square, in the w. part of the village. The co. poorhouse is located upon a farm of 126
acres, upon the line between Seneca Falls and Fayette, 4 mi. s. e. of Waterloo.^
Four Aveekly newspapers are now published in the co.*
The public works of the co. are the N. Y. Central R. R., extending through Seneca Falls and
Waterloo, and the Seneca Canal, extending along Seneca River through the same towns.* Above
the falls at Waterloo the canal is formed by slackwater navigation upon the river.
The lands in this co. were first brought to the notice of the whites by the expedition of Sullivan,
which passed along the banks of Seneca Lake in 1779. Portions of the land at that time had been
cleared and were under cultivation.
The Indians had a tradition that this whole region had once
been occupied by a race that pursued agriculture, but which had long ago disappeared. Many of
CO. is

a half-shire, the

house and clerk's

office at

by the beauty and fertility of the lands, after the war settled in
Job Smith, who located at Seneca Falls in 1787, and the
who located at Ovid in 1789, came in by way of Chemung River. The
third settler, Lawrence Van Clief, who settled at Seneca Falls in 1789, came in by way of Oneida
Lake and Seneca River.® After 1790 settlement progressed rapidly, and the most fertile lands
Sullivan's soldiers, attracted

The

various parts of the co.
second, Andrew Dunlap,

1

This

swampy

region

is

first settler.

the Bouthern termination of the noted

Montezuma Marshes.
- The
county seat was

located at Ovid upon the erection of the
CO. in 1804.
The courthouse was built in 1806. \MiiIe a part
of Onondaga co., in 1790, courts were held at the barn of Andrew Dunlap. In 1817, upon the erection of Tompkins co., the
CO. seat was removed to Waterloo but in 1822 the co. was divided
into two jury districts, and the courts have since then been held
alternately at Ovid and Waterloo. The first co. officers were
Cornelius Humphrey, J^mt Judge; Silas Halsej', Clerk; William Smith, Sheriff; and Jared Sandford, Surrogate.
3 The
average number of inmates is 60, supported at a weekly
cost of $1.00 each. A school is taught 4 months in the year.
Tlie establishment seems to be pretty well arranged and managed.
* The Seneca Patriot, the first
paper published in the co., was
started at Ovid in 1815 by Geo. Lewis. In 1816 it was
changed to
The Ovid Gazette. Upon the change of the co. seat in 1817, it
was removed to Waterloo and changed to
The Waterloo Gazette, and was continued several years by the
original proprietor.
The Sertaca Farmer was started at Waterloo in 1822 by Wm.
Child. In 1832 it was removed to Seneca Falls and
united with the Seneca Falls Journal.
The Waterloo Republican was issued a short time in 1822.
The Waterloo Observer was started in 1824 by Charles Sentell.
It was soon after issued a short time as
The Observer and Union, and was subsequently changed to
Seneca Observer, under which title it is still issued
by the original proprietor.
The Wreath and Ladies' Literary Repository was issued from
the Observer office in 18.31.
The Seneca Republican was established at Ovid in 1827 by Michael ilayes. In 1830 it was changed to
The Ovid Gazette and Seneca County Register, and was issued a
short time by John Duffy.
The Seneca Falls Journal was commenced in 1829 by 0. B.
Clark. In 1831 it passed into the hands of Wm. N.
Brown, and in 1832 it was united with the Seneca
;

The

Farmer and changed

to

The Seneca Farmer and Seneca Falls Advertiser, and was issued
by Wm. Child until 1835.
The Western Times was published at Waterloo in 1830 by Ebenezer V. Mason.
The Ovid Emporium was published in 1832 by Bishop Orenshier.

The Seneca Connty Courier

was commenced at Sein 1S37 by Isaac Fuller & Co. It was successively published by Fuller & Bloomer, Mills & Bloomer,
Mills & Davis, John J. Davis, N. J. Milliken, Milliken it
neca Fulls

Fuller, Milliken & Mumford, Foster & Judd, Fuller &
.Tudd, until 1800, when it passed into the hands of Isaac
Fuller, its present publisher.
was started in 1838 by David Fairchild &
Son. At the end of one year it passed into the hands

The Ovid Bee

of the son, Corydon Fairchild, its present publisher.
The Seneca Falls Democrat was commenced in 1839 by Josiah T.
Miller, and was continued 10 years.
The Seneca Democrat, semi-w., was issued a short time from the
same office.
The Seneca Falls Register was commenced in 1835 by J. K.
Brown, and was continued 2 years.
The Memorial was commenced at Seneca Falls in 1840 by Ansel
Bascom, and was continued until 1846.
The Water Budget was published at Seneca Falls by an association of Washingtoniana in 1841.
The Free-Soil Union was commenced at Seneca Falls in Aug.
1848, by N. J. Milliken, and continued about 1 year.
T!ie Lily was commenced at Seneca Falls in 1849 tiy Mrs.
Amelia Bloomer, and was continued until 1854, when it
was removed to Ohio.
The American Reveille was commenced at Seneca
Falls in Jan. 1855, by Wilco.xen, Sherman & Baker. In
1856 it was purchased by G.Wilcoxen, and was continued
by him until Jan. 1859, when it passed into the hands
of IloUy & Stowell, the present publishers.
6 The first locks on this river were made by the Seneca River

Navigation Conipanv, in 1815.
6 Mr. Van Clief was one of the 100 men dispatched by Sullivan
under Col. Qansevoort, directly E. from the head of Seneca Lake,
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" Geiieva
In 1791 the State Road, known as the
Road," was built from
Vrere speedily occupied.
Whitestown to Geneva and this soon became the great highway for immigration. This co. formed
the extreme w. portion of the Military Tract and many of the early settlers were old soldiers who
had drawn their portion of public land here.
;

;

COVERT—was formed from Ovid, April

7,

1817.

Lodi was taken

off in 1826.

It lies

upon

Cayuga Lake, in the s. E. corner of the co. Its surface is an upland descending
from its vr. border and terminating in a steep and almost precipitous bluff upon the shore of the
This bluff rises 100 to 200 feet above the water, and the summit of the slope is about 400
lake.
The town is watered by Trumansburg Creek and many smaller streams, flowing into
feet higher.
Lake. The^*e streams have worn ravines in the slate and shales to the depth of 20 to 40 feet,
the w. shore of

Cayuga

the sides being nearly precipitous.

In

summer they

are nearly dry, but during heavy rains they

bounding and seething in their confined channels and leaping from
The soil is a gravelly
high precipices to mingle with the calm and peaceful waters of the lake.
and clayey loam. The whole surface is arable, except the steep declivities of the lake bluffs.
Farmerville, (Farmer p. o.,) in the n. part, contains 3 churches, a steam sawmill, foundery,
and machine shop. Pop. 350. Covert, (p. o.,) in the s.e. part. Halls Corners, near the
Port Deposit (Trumansburg
center, and Kelleys Corners, in the x. w., are hamlets.
The
first settler was Philip Tremaine,
the
s. e. corner.
near
is
a
steamboat
landing
Landing p. o.)
who located at Goodwins Point before 1793.^ The first religious services were held at the house
of Mr. King, by Elder Thomas the first church (Bap.) was organized in 1805.^

become

fierce

mountain

torrents,

;

FAYETTE —was formed from

"
Romulus, as Washington," March 14, 1800. Its name was
changed April 6, 1808. Junius was taken off in 1803. It lies on the s. bank of Seneca River and
extends from Seneca to Cayuga Lake. Its surface is rolling and inclined toward the n. From
Seneca Lake tlie land beautifully slopes upward, forming some of the most delightful situations
for residences in the co.
Upon Cayuga Lake the shores are lower and in some places are marshy.
The highest point in town is about 200 feet above Seneca Lake. The streams are mostly small
In some
l)rooks flowing with rapid currents, and at a few places furnishing limited water-power.
for building purposes. The
parts the corniferous limestone is extensively quarried, both for lime and
soil is a deep, rich loam, composed of clay, gravel, and sand. Near Canoga Village is an immense

spring in a basin 14 feet in diameter, and from it flows sufficient water to form a large and valuable
water-power. The spring also emits nitrogen gas. Canoga,^ (p. v.,) in the n. e. part, on Cayuga
Lake, contains 2 churches, a gristmill, 2 sawmills, and 197 inhabitants. Soutb Waterloo, a
suburb of Waterloo, on the s. bank of Seneca River, contains 1 church and 597 inhabitants.

BearytO"f^'n, (Fayette
in the

s.

w. corner, and

on the line of Varick, is partly in this town. West Fayette,
Hill, in the w. part, are p. offices. The first settlement was made

p. o.,)

Rose

by James Bennett, from Penn., who located upon the shore of Cayuga Lake in 1789.* Red Jacket,
the Seneca chief and orator, was born near Canoga Spring, There are 8 churches in tovm.^
"
Washington," (now Fayette,) Feb. 12, 1803; Wolcott (Wayne co.)
Galen (Wayne co.) in 1812, and Seneca Falls, Tyre, and Waterloo in 1829.
In this town are numerous small, isolated gravel and clay
It is the N. w. corner town of the co.
in
a general n. and s. direction. The numerous small streams
all
30
to
ft.
75
extending
ridges
high,
that drain the town flow n. into Clyde River. Among the narrow valleys in the E. part is a limited

J1JI¥IUS—was formed from

was taken

off in 1807,

amount of swamp

land:

The

a good quality of gravelly loam. Dublin, (Junius p. o.,)
and 25 dwellings.
Junius is a p. o. near the s. w.
is a hamlet.
The first settlements were made by Thos. Bedell

soil is

West

N. w. of the center, contains 1 church

corner.

and

Thorntons Corners

Jesse, Sam'l,

1811

;

and David Southwick, about 1795.* The first church (Cong.) was formed in
There are also 2 M. E. churches in town.
it was changed to a Presb.

three years after

EiODI—was

formed from Covert, Jan. 27, 1826.

to lay waste the lands of the Cayufias, Onondagas, and Oneidas
that had previously escaped destruction.
1
Among the other early settlers were Nathaniel, Reuben, and
Bassler King, from Dutchess co., in 179.3 .Jonathan Woodworth
and sons Nelieniiah, Charles, and Oliver, and daughter Deborah,
from Norwich, Conn., Miner and Joseph Thomas, in 1794 and
Turtellus King, in 179.5.
2 This was the first church formed in the co.
The census reports 4 churches: 2 Bap., Univ., and I'ef. I'rot. D.
'The name of the village, derived from that of the spring, is
aa Indian word said to signify " sweet water."
;

;

It borders

upon Seneca Lake, and

is

the

s.

w.

4 Samuel Bear settled at " Schoyes," now South Waterloo, ahont
1795. Wm. Watkins kept the first inn, at South Waterloo, and
Samuel Bear built the finst grist and saw mill, at the same pl.aeo
6 2
Presb., 2 M. E., 2 Lutheran, 2 Ref. Prot. D.
6
Among the other early settlers were families named Sherman, Chapnian, Brownwill, Fisk, Moore, French, Maynard,
Thorn, and Hart, mostly from New England. The first death
was that of Mrs. Snlimit Soutliwick. wife of Samuel Southwick,
in 1S02.
Joseph Moody kept the first store, at Dublin. He was
an Irishman and hence the name of the village.

—

;
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Its surface is

corner town in the co.

mostly inclined toward the w. and

n.,

a small portion only

bluff bordering upon Seneca Lake is 150 to 250 ft. above the sui-face
of the water and the highest part of the central ridge is 500 ft. higher and about 1,200 ft. above
The principal streams are Mill Creek, flowing n. w. through near the center, and Sheldrake
tide.
Creek, in the s. w. corner. Mill Creek separates the highlands into two distinct ridges, the declilyino- E. of the

The

summit.

;

being very abrupt. Upon this stream are several fine cascades. Lodi Falls, where the creek
down the precipitous blufi" which borders upon the lake, are 125 ft. high. The water has
worn a deep and irregular channel in the shale rocks one mi. back from the face of the bluff. The
soil is principally a gravelly loam mixed with the disintegrated rocks.
L>odi, (p. v.,) in the N.
vities

leaps

2 churches, a gristmill, and 380 inhabitants
and 20 dwellings. LiOdi Center (p. o.)

part, contains
part, a church

;

To^nsendville,
is

(p. v.,) in

the

s.

E.

LiOdi Liandingis on
was made by Geo. Faussett, from

a hamlet.

Seneca Lake, at the mouth of Mill Creek. The first settlement
who settled in- the s. w. part in 1789.^ There are 5 churches in town.^

Penn.,

OVID —was formed March 5,

Hector (Schuyler co.) was taken off in 1802, and Covert
and extends from Seneca to Cayuga Lake. Its surface
consists of an arable ridge, 600 ft. above Seneca Lake and about 1,100 ft. above tide, descending
from w. of the center toward the lakes. The bluffs upon the lakes are 20 to 50 ft. high, and
great number of small streams flow into both Cayuga and Seneca Lakes,
nearly perpendicular.
the principal of which are Sheldrake, Osborn, Groves, and Barnum Creeks on the e., and Sixteen
These streams have all worn deep, ragged ravines in the yielding shales.
Falls Creek on the w.

in 1817.

It lies

s.

1794.

of the center of the

co.,

A

They are frequently interrupted by cascades, and in summer are nearly dry. The soil consists
principally of clay and gravel intermixed with sand and the disintegrated rocks.
Ovid, (P-^.,)
near the n. line, contains a courthouse, co. clerk's office, 3 churches, the Ovid Academy,' a steam
Ovid Landing' is just over the town line in
mill, and ax factory, and about 650 inhabitants,

Slieldralie Point, (Sheldrake p. o.,) a steamboat landing upon Cayuga Lake,
contains a church, steam sawmill, boat yard, and 168 inhabitants. Ovid Center contains 20
housee. Kidders Ferry, (p. o.,) near thes. e. corner, and Scotts Corners, near the

Romulus.

first settlement was made in May, 1789,
by Andrew Dunlap, from Penn.,
in the n. w. part of the town.* The first religious services were held at the
house of Abraham Covert, in 1794. The first settled preacher (Ref. Prot. D.) was John Lindsley,
The New York State Agricultural College and farm are located on the n. line of thia
in 1800.*

center, are hamlets.

who

located on Lot

town,

Vi\

The

8,

of the village.®

In the

s.

part of the town are the remains of an ancient fortification.'

RODirLiUS—was

formed March 5, 1794. Fayette was taken off in 1800, and Yarick in 1830.
It lies s. of the center of the co., and extends from Seneca to Cayuga Lake.
Its surface is rolling
or moderately hilly and has a general northerly inclination.
The high bluff from Ovid extends into
it
the s. border of the town,
drops down abruptly about 200 ft. The land slopes from the
-jhere
center downward to the e. and w.
The streams are small and generally flow in deep channels.

The

surface is smooth, except along the courses of the streams, and is nearly all arable.
The soil
a fertile, gravelly and clayey loam. Romulus, (p. v.,) on the line of Yarick, contains a church,
steam sawmill, female seminary, and 36 dwellings. Hyatts Corners, in the s.E., contains 20

is

Romulus Center is a p. o. Wliitnej'S I^anding is a station upon Cayuga Lake
Cooleys and Freleiglis Points and Ovid Landing' are stations upon Seneca Lake.

dwellings.

and

The

first

settlement

;

was made by David Wisner,

in 1789.

Mr. Faussett brought in his family in 1790. Jas. Jack«on, from
Penn., settled in the x. w. part in 1789 Silas Halsey. from L. I.,
near Lodi. in 1792. The next year his sons and B<jn.<;-in-law
and their families, numbering Is persons, came in. The first
child born was a daughter of Geo. Faussett. Peter Smith kept
the first inn, and Silas Ilalsev built the first gristmill, in 1794.
2 3 M. E..
Bap., and Ref. Prot. D.
8 In 1S55 the name of this institution was
changed to the
1

:

Seneca Collegiate Institute.
*The first settlers, mostly from Penn. and N.

followed the
trail of Sullivan's army and located in the w. part of the town.
Among them were Wm. Dunlap and .Toeoph Wilson, from Penn.,
Peter Smith, from N. J., and Henry Wharton, in 1789; Abraham
Covert and his son Abraham A., from N. J., in 1790; Elijah
Kinne, from Dutchess co., and John Seely, from Saratoga co.. in
1792: Nicholas and Richard Huff, Peter Hughes, Abraham De
Mott and his son James, iu 1793; and William and Robert Dunlap and Tennis CoTert, in 1794. In the summer of 1795, Jonas C.
Baldwin settled on Lot 11, where he rem,ained until 1801, when
he sold out and removed to Lj'sander, Onondaga co., and laid the
foundation of Baldwinsville. The first child born was David,
son of Andrew Dunlap, Feb. 2, 1793; and the first death was
tliat of George Dunlap, brother of Andrew, Sept. 24, 1791.
J.,

A

j

There

is

but one church (Bap.) in town.

The parties
triple marriage in 1793 was the first in town.
Joseph Wilson and Anna Wyckoff; Abraham A. Covert and
Catherine Covert; and Enoch Stewart and Jane Covert. They
were obliged to cross Seneca Lake to find a justice authorized to
perform the ceremony. Benj. Hunger taught the first school, in
1795 John McMath kept the first store, in 1797, and the first inn,
in 1800 and B. Boardmau erected the first mill, in 179.3, on Lot 2.
6 There are now in town 7 churches
2 Presb., 2 M. E., Ref.
Prot. D.. Bap., and R. C.
6 This institution was
incorporated in 1853 and the buildings
are now in process of erection. They were designed by S. E.
Hewes, of Albany, and consist of a main building 90 ft. front and
132 deep, having a wing on each side 84^ by 60, and transverse
wings 58 by 128. It is designed to accommodate about 400 students. The farm contains 600 acres.
' On Lot
29, within i mi. of the s. line of the town, and exactly on the dividing ridge between the two lakes, once existed
a mound or fortification of an irregular, elliptical form, inclosing about 3 acres, and surrounded by an embankment of
earth, which in 1801 was about .3 feet in height, with a base 5
to 8 feet in width.
Tlie present proprietor, George Bo Dine, with
his father, removed here in 1802, and built a house within the
inclosed space, where he has since resided until within a few
;

;

;

;
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SEXECA FALI.S—was formed from Junius, March 20, 1829. It lies upon the w. bank of
Cayuga Lake, n. of the center of the co. The surface is nearly flat, and it is elevated 30 to 50 ft.
above Cayuga Lake. The shores of the lake are low and shelving, and the n. portion is swampy.
Seneca River flows e. and n. through the center of the town, its valley dividing the town into two
distinct parts. The river flows over a series of ledges into a deep chasm apparently worn by its waters.
Just E. and s. w. of the village are extensive gypsum quarries. The soil is a stiff, hard clay in the s. and
E., a sandy loam in the n. w., and aheavy vegetable muck in the n. e. Seneca Falls, (p. v.,)' upon
Seneca River, near the center of the town, was incorp. April 22, 1831. It is a station upon the N. Y. C.
R. R. and the Seneca Canal. The total fall is 51 feet, and furnishes an abundance of water-power,
which is largely improved. It contains 7 churches, the Seneca Falls Academy, a union school, 2 newspaper offices, extensive manufactories of fire engines, pumps, machinery, iron, and woolen goods, and
a great variety of other articles.* Pop. about 4,000. The first settlement was made by Job Smith, from
The first permanent settler
Ulster CO., upon the present site of the village in 1787 he left in 1793.
was Lawrence Van Clief, in 1789.' The first religious services were held by M. E. missionaries,
about 1797 and the first regular minister was Rev. Matthew Stewart, (Presb.,) in 1804.*
;

;

TYRE—was formed from Junius, March 26, 1829.
half

E.

is

a swamp, being the

town of the co. The
The w. half is occupied

It is the n. e. corner

Montezuma Marshes.

termination of the

s.

in Junius.
These ridges arc SO to 50
One of the longest
sides except the s.
of these, in the w. part of the town, extends nearly two-thirds of the distance from the s. line to the
N. Its summit is nearly level ; and the road which is located upon it appears as though built upon

by peculiar drift ridges similar to those already described
feet high, and generally have very steep declivities upon all

an

artificial

City, (Tyre

a

on the

p. 0.

1794.5

The

The soil is clay and muck in the e. and a gravelly loam in the w.
near the center, contains 2 churches and 20 dwellings. Cruso is
The first settlement was made by Ezekiel Crane, from N. J., who came in

embankment.

Tyre

p. o.,)

n. line.

first

church (Bap.) was formed in 1805.

TARICK —was formed from Romulus,
across the center of the co.

Feb.

—

The work was evidently of great antiquity, the timber
inside being of the same size and apparent age of that in
the surrounding forest. Upon the bank and in the ditch large
oak trees the growth of centuries were standing. In the
embankment were several openings a few feet in width, which
were once probably used for gates or entrances. In making an
excavation for a cellar, on the E. side, 6 skeletons were found at
the depth of about 2 feet. This was in 1857. Several had been
found previously ; and, though all the softer parts of the bones
had long since disappeared, the teeth and a few of the larger
bones still remained. Inside of the embankment may still be
found pieces of a coarse kind of pottery, ornamental pipes, &c.
De Witt Clinton visited this place in 1810 and his theory is
that this was one of a number of similar works of defense found
occupying the most commanding positions in Western New York,
and in the valleys of the Ohio and Mississippi, erected by a race
more civilized than the Indians, and that they preceded the
latter in the occupation of this country their origin and end
are alike a mystery their annals defy the ken of human research, and their history will remain a sealed book perhaps forever. The Indians were ne .'er able to give any account of this

on the

—

;

:

;

was oldei- than their traditions.
1 Named from the falls in the
river, the Indian name, "Sha6e-ounse," signifying rolliug water.
2 Downs & Co.'s
manut.icturing establishment, commenced in
1840, has a capital, including real estate and machinery, of about
$200,000. They are larg dly engaged in the manufacture of pumps
and a great variety of .ither articles, use annually 3,800 tons of
iron, 1,500 tons of cos I. and employ 230 hands. Their yearly
sales amount to about $400,000.
They also manufacture Goffe's
Patent Knitting Mach •ne, and are largely engaged in the manufacture of hose, turni.ig out 800 pairs per day; 70 persons are
employed in this de jartment. The Island Works of Silsby,
Mynderse & Co., commenced in 1848, is engaged in the manufacture of steam finl engines, portable steam engines, and a
variety of other macl inery. It employs 1-50 persons, and turns
out work to the am mnt of $200,000 per year. Cowing & Co.'s
works commenced about 1840. They are engaged in the manufacture of fire engines, pumps, and various other articles,
employ 140 men, and turn out work yearly to the amount of
The Phoenix Woolen Mills gives employment to 90
$125,000.
persons, and manufactures goods to the amount of $150,000 per
annum. Besides thifse, there are in the place several flouring
mills, having in the/ aggregate 32 runs of stone, 2 distilleries, a
brewery, 2 planing j mills, 5 founderies and machine shop.s, a
Bcythe and fork facitory, a woolen factory, and several minor
manufactories. Abt)ut 50 tons of iron are used daily in the
several manufactori.^s. American Reveille, Seneca Falls, 1859.
fortification, as it

—

—

Mr. Smith was itie first white settler upon the Military
Tract. Mr. Van Clio{ was a Revolutionary soldier, having been
'

Elder

1830.

Its surface is slightly inclined

years.

—

6,

Don Ralph was

It extends

toward the

the

first

from Seneca

The

n.

to

preacher.*

Cayuga Lake,

slopes of the ridges are

in the battles of White Plains, with Washington at Valley Forge
and with Sullivan in his campaign against the Indians. He
settled on the river, and engaged in piloting boats over the
rapids until the locks were built in 1815. Among the other
early settlers were James Bennett, Col. John Harris, and
Parker. The first child born was a daughter of Lawrence Van
Ely and
Clief, Nov. 29, 1790; the fir.st marriage, that of
Pamela Parkhurst, in 1796 and the first death, that of Mrs.
Job Smith, in 1792. The first school was taught by
Leonard, in 1797. Lawrence Van Clief kept the first inn, in
1794; and Col. Wilhelmus Mynder.se kept the first store, in
1795, and built the first saw and grist mill, about the same
time. In 1794, Robert Trout, Nicholas Gouverneur. Stephen N.
Bayard, and Elkanab Watson, under the title of the Bayard
Company, bought of the State 100 acres of land on the N. side
of the river, embracing the greater part of the water-power upon
that side. In 1798 they purchased 250 acres on the s. side, and
in 18(^9, 650 acres more on the same side, th" two purchases
embracing nil the water-power upon that side of the river. In
1816 they bought 450 acres more on the N. side, completing the
purchase of the water-power. In 1795 the company sold a onefifth interest in their purchase to Col. Mynderse, and constituted
him their agent. In 1795 the "Upper Ked Mills" were erected
under his direction and in 1807 the " Lower Red Mills" were
erected. The Co. refused to sell their land, neglected to improve
the immense water-power that they owned, and in 1825 broke
down, and the property was sold for about one-fifth of its cost.
In 1829-30 the manufacturing interests of the place began to
increase. About that time a paper mill was erected by Chauncey
Marshall. G.V. Sackett, and Ansel Bascora; a cotton factory, by
Judge Sackett; a machine shop, by McClary & Hallitlay; and a
clock factory, by Marshall & Adams. Until the locks were built,
in 1815, the most important business of the place was that of
"
transporting goods and boats around the rapids. The dress
reform" movement was commenced in this town by Mrs. Amelia
Dress
in
Bloomer
as
the
who
the
dress
known
Bloomer,
adopted
;

;

1849.
* The census
reports 7 churches in town Bap., M. E., Wes.
Meth., Prot. E., Presb., Ref. Prot. D., and R. C.
6 Asher
Halsey, from N. J., came in 1798. Among <he other
early settlers were Stephen Crane, Peter and Ezra Degarmo,
Robert Gould, Thos. Susson, Lewis Winans, and Tbos. W. Rosdvelt.
The first child born was Danl. Crane the first marriage,
that of James Cook and Betsey Woodworth; and the first death,
that of Ezekiel Crane. Nancy Osman taught the first school,
in 1804.
Stephen Crane kept the first inn, in 1809; Nicholas
Traver liuilt the first sawmill, in 1807, and Noah Davis the first
;

;

gristmill, in 1817.
6

There are 4 churches in town

Ref. Prot. D.

;

Disciples, Bap.,

M. E., and
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The streams are all small. Near the center of the town
a cranberry swamp, occupying about 800 acres. The soil is a gravelly loam intermixed with clay.
Bearyto^vn, (Fayette p. o.,) upon the line of Fayette, in the n.e. part, contains 3 churches, a
steam sawmill, stave factory, and 128 inhabitants, of whom 51 are in this town. Roiuulus
so gradual that nearly every part is arable.

is

(p. V.) lies

Tovrn

is

on the

s.

East Varick

border.

a hamlet in the

James McKnight,

in 1789.^

corner.

s. e.

(p. o.) is

Varicli

is

a landing upon Cayuga Lake.
MeDuffie
a p. o. The first settlement was made by

There are 3 churches in town

;

Bap., Presb., and

M.

E.

1VATERI.OO—was

formed from Junius, March 26, 1829. It lies on the n. bank of Seneca
w. of the center of the co. The surface is almost one unbroken flat. A marsh extends e.
and w. through the town s. of the center, and another occupies the x. e. corner.^ The bed of Seneca
The soil is muck and clay
River, on the s. boundary, is almost level with the general surface.
lliver, N.

and e., gravel along the n. border, and a sandy loam in the center and w. Waterloo,
on Seneca River, near the e. border of the town, was incorp. April 9, 1824. It is a station
upon the N. Y. C. R. R. and upon the Seneca Canal. A fall of 24J feet in Seneca River furnishes
an excellent water-power, which is mostly improved. It is a half-shire of the co., and contains the
courthouse, 6 churches, the Waterloo Union School, a bank, a large shawl factory,^ 3 distilleries, 2
malt houses, 3 flouring mills, 5 sawmills, 2 founderies and machine shops, 2 oil mills, and numerous other manufactories.* Seneca Rivr r above the falls, being seldom frozen, is navigable throughin the n.
(p. V.,)

This village is an important depot of lumber from the s. w. cos., and of coal from the
Susquehanna and Blossburg Mines. Pop. 3,050. Soutb Waterloo, formerly called "Schor/es,"
Settlement was commenced by John Greene,
is on the opposite side of Seneca River, in Fayette.
from R. I., in 1789.* The first religious services were held about 1816.^
out the year.

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic 3Ianu/actures, of Seneca County.
Valuation of 1858.

Acres of Land.

POPDtATIOJT.

Schools.

1
Names of Towns.
11.

t
Covert
Fayette
Junius..
Loili
Oviil

Romulus
Seneca

Falls..

Tyre
Varick
Waterloo
Total

.

15,6461
27.105i
13.172f
17,112
14,251
17,977f
11.781i
10,6021
15.606i
8,693i
1.51,949?

^

ft,

816,199
6.425
1,437,514
706.478
3,304
696,511
4,483
916.147
3,812J,
5.600
793.589
2,316 1.479.550
402.243
8,438|
4.468
761,2.51
1,029,875
3,815
3,274i|

I

I

I

I

45,936t 9.039,357

Lite Stock.

Names

of Towns.

Covert
Fayette
.Tunius

Lodi
Ovid

Romulus
Peneca

Falls..

Tjre
Varick
Waterloo
Total.

an

160,015
100.615
34.250
67,770
201,393
148,000
481,315
18.100

418
613
269
401

1,146
1.708

1.0S4
1.662

'740,728

713

702

764,281
1,117,540
941,589
1,960.865
420,343

1,016
1,098

1,002
1,176

979

900

2,511

2,473

717
858
1,904

702
865

342
830
279
340

2,082

747

52..375

813,626

359,750

1.389,625

1,623,583

^1

>l

976,214
1.538,129

10,662,940

12,710 12,648

4'i4

4.669

432
653
295
402
439
360
956
283
343
781
4.944

351
491
228
298
3741
251
619
212
271
526
3,621

A5_

:3

894

16

1,165

8

590
424

9
9

1,022

12
10

1,905

7

855

648
725

11
7

1.574

102

9,802

STEUBEN COUNTY.
This county was formed from Ontario, March
in honor of

18, 1796, and named
The 7th Range of Townships was
March 11, 1808, the part in the fork of

Baron Steuben.

annexed to Allegany co.
Crooked Lake to Ontario

.

co. Feb. 25, 1814, a
part of Dansville to
Livingston co. Feb. 15, 1822, a part of Reading to Yates co. in 1824,
and a part to Schuyler co. April 17, 1854. It lies upon the s. border
of the State, considerably w. of the center, is centrally distant 188

mi. from Albany, and contains 1,425 sq. rai. Its surface mostly consists of ridges and high, rolling uplands, forming the northern con-

The watershed between Lake Onand Susquehanna River extends from Allegany co. eastward
across the n. part of the co.
The deep valley of Crooked Lake
breaks the continuity of the highlands and extends 17 mi. s. w. from the head of the lake, connecting
with the Conhocton Valley at Bath, and forming one of the numerous natural passes between the
southern valleys and the basin of Lake Ontario. The highlands occupying the s. w. corner of the
CO. also form a portion of the watershed, being drained by branches of Canisteo River on the e. and
The highest summits in the co. are about 2,500 feet above tide.^
of Genesee River on the w.
The upland region has nearly a uniform elevation, with a slight inclination toward the n. It is
intersected by numerous deep valleys, which have evidently been excavated by the action of water.^
The formation of the steep hillsides which border upon these valleys is such as to prove conclusively
that they were once united, and that a wide, rolling plateau spread over the region now so irregular and broken. The principal of these valleys are those of Canisteo and Conhocton Rivers, extending nearly n. w. and s. e. through the co. From these valleys numerous others diverge at
nearly right angles and branch off into countless deep, crooked ravines, intersecting the plateau in
every direction. The hills that border upon these valleys are usually steep and 300 to 600 feet high
Conhocton River flows s. e. through near the center of the co. In high water it was once navigable
for arks 14 mi. above Bath. It receives from the s. w. Neils, Bennetts, Campbells, Stockton, Michigan,
and Stevens Creeks, and from the n. e. Twelve Mile, Ten Mile, Five Mile, (or Kanona,) Mud,'
and Meads Creeks. Canisteo River flows through a valleys, w. of the Conhocton and nearly parallel
to it.
In freshets it rises 6 to 8 feet, and is then navigable for boats and arks about 40 mi. Its
chief tributaries are Canacadea, Crosby, Purdy, Bennetts, Col. Bills, and Tuscarora Creeks,
all from the s. w.
Tioga River rises in Penn., flows n. through a deep, wild mountain valley, and unites with the Canisteo at Erwin, and with the Conhocton at Painted Post, from the
latter place the combined stream taking the name of Chemung River.*
Canaseraga Creek, flowing
and several small streams rising in the s. w. corner form
N., drains the x. w. corner of the co.
branches of Genesee River. Crooked Lake lies along the n. e. border, in a deep valley nearly
surrounded by steep hills 500 to 800 feet high. Little Lake lies in a shallow valley along the e
border of the town of Wayne. It discharges its waters s. into Mud Lake, and through Mud Creek
into Conhocton River,' Loon Lake, in Wayland, lies in a valley which is the southern continuation
of the valley of Hemtock Lake in Livingston CO. Still further s., in the same valley, is Mud Lake, a
small sheet of watery, the outlet of which flows s. and empties into the Conhocton.
The shales and siindstones of the Portage group outcrop in all the deep ravines in the n. part of
the CO. and in the
bank of Crooked Lake. Elsewhere, the Chemung group composes most of the
^.
surface rocks. Ne^r the State Line the highest hills are capped with a coarse, silicious
conglomeA feeble brine spring is found at La Grange,
rate, which forms the floor of the coal measures.*
tinuation of the Allegany Mts.
tario

;

The following elevi tions have been determined, principally
actual surveys Cri oked Lake, 718 feet Corning, 925 Tillageof Bath, 1,090; H(| rnellsville, 1,150; Arkport, 1,194; summit between Mud Lake] and Bath, 1,579 ; summit between Bath
and Arkport, 1,840; si immit between Arkport and Angelica,
2,062; Troupsburgh II' Tig, 2,500.
2 These
valleys must have been excavated by more powerful
currents of water thai now flow through them and their formation belongs to the rift period of geology,
8 Mud Creek is th
utlet of Mud Lake, in Schuyler co. At
the first settlement of the CO. this stream was navigable, and
arks were floated from] Mud Lake down the creek and the Conhocton to the Susqueb nna, and thence to the Baltimore market.
Since the clearing of t e forests, this stream has entirely failed
1

by

:

;

;

;

for

purposes of navigation, and now, in summer,

it is

almost

dry.

These streams were all much larger before the destruction
of the forests. In time of high water the early settlers describe
them as being "full from hill to hill."
^ The rocks of this co. are
generally of a shaly nature ana
not fit for use. There are a few exceptions, however. One mi.
N. of Bath is a stratum, 3 feet thick, of a tough, argil lo-calcareous rock, forming an excellent building stone. In Woodhull,
Canisteo, and .Tasper the sandstone ledges furnish an excellent
quality of grindstones. At Arkport, in Dansville, and Troupeburgh are marl beds, from which lime is manufactured. GecL
ith DisU, pp. 483, 484.
4

—

'
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and sulphur springs in Campbell, Jasper, and Urbana. The soil in general is composed of detritus
of the adjacent rocks, and is better adapted to grazing than tillage. Upon the intervales along the
The extensive flats upon the Chemung are among
larger streams the soil is a fertile alluyium.
the finest agricultural lands in the State. Agriculture forms the chief occupation of the people.
is largely produced on the alluvial lands, and stock is extensively raised on the uplands.
Stock and wool growing and dairying are the principal branches of agriculture pursued. Lumber-

Grain

ing

is still

extensively carried on,

—though

gradually decreasing. The manufactures are prinand the heavier and coarser products necessary to an

it is

cipally confined to lumber, articles of wood,

agricultural region.

The

CO. is

divided into the northern and southern Jury Districts, the co. buildings being respectBath and Corning.^ The courthouse at Bath is a commodious brick building,

ively situated at
erected in 1828.^

The jail is built of wood and closely surrounded by other buildings. The cells
Its arrangefor prisoners are in the basement, and are not provided with any means of ventilation.
ments show a culpable neglect and an entire disregard of the general sentiments of the co. and of
permanently located at Bath. The courthouse at Corning is a
1853-54 at a cost of §14,000. The jail at Corning was erected at the
same time. The courts are held alternately at Bath and Corning. The co. poorhouse is located
upon a farm of 214 acres about 2 mi. n. e. of Bath Tillage.' The average number of inmates is 75
and they are supported at an average weekly cost of §1.00 each. The farm yields a revenue of
about §2,000. No instruction is afforded but the children of proper age are bound out.
The New York & Erie R. R. enters the co. from Chemung and extends along the valleys of the
Chemung, Tioga, and Canisteo Rivers to HorneUsville, and the Canacadea to the w. border of the
CO.
It passes through Corning, Erwin, Addison, Rathbone, Cameron, Canisteo, and HorneUsville.*
The Buffalo, N. Y. & E. R. R. extends n. w. from Corning up the Conhocton Valley, through
Erwin, Campbell, Bath, Avoca, Cohocton, and Wayland, to the n. border of the co. This road inthe age.

The

co. clerk's office is

fine brick edifice, erected in

;

;

Genesee Valley R. R. at Avon, the N. Y. Central at Batavia, the Buffalo & New York
City at Attica, and the N. Y. & Erie at Corning. The HorneUsville Division of the Buffalo, New
York & Erie R. R. extends n. w. up the valley of the Canisteo from HorneUsville, passing through
The Blossburg & Corning R. R. extends from Comthat town and the s. w. corner of Dansville.

tersects the

through Erwin and Lindley, s. along the Tioga Valley to the Blossburg coal region. Crooked
is navigated by steam and canal boats, and forms a link in the chain of the internal water
communication of the State. It is united with the Erie Canal at Montezuma by Crooked Lake
Canal, Seneca Lake, and the Cayuga and Seneca Canals. The Chemung Canal navigable feeder
ing,

Lake

extends from Corning e. to Horseheads, in Chemung co. Considerable lumber is floated down the
These various works of internal imrivers and finds a market at Philadelphia and Baltimore.
provement afford ample facilities for the transportation of goods and passengers, and bring the

proximity to the Eastern markets.
Seven newspapers are published in the co.*

fiirm products of the co. into close

*

the organization of the co., in 1796, the co. buildings
A wood courthouse, one and a half
at Bath.
with two wings, was erected the same year. It
was removed in 1S2S and the present brick courthouse erected.
About the time of the erection of the first courthouse, a jail was
built of hewn logs, which was superseded by the erection of the
present jail in 184."). By an act of the Legislature, passed July
19, 1853, the co. was divided into two jury districts, and the co.
buildings for the southern district were located at Corning.
2 The first co. officers were William
Kersey, First Judge;
Abraham Bradley and Eleazur Lindle3', Associate Judges; Geo.
P. Cooper, Co. Clerk ; William Dunn, Sheriff; and Stephen Ross,

Upon

were located
stories hisrh,

The Farmers' Gazette was commenced at Bath in 1816 by David
Rumsey.
Thi Steuben Messenger was started at Bath, April 17, 1828, by
David Rumsey, and was published by him, Saml. M.
Eddie, Wm. P. Agnel, and Chas. Adams successively
until 1834, when its name was changed to
The Constitutionalist, and its publication was continued successively bj' R. L. Underbill, Whitmore <& Van Valkenburgh, and Dowe & Richards, and by the last named
firm as

The Steuben Democrat, until 1844. The paper was then suspended. In 1848 it was renewed by L. J. Beach, and in
1849 it was transferred to Geo. H. Bidewell, by whom
Surrogate.
3 Tliis establishment consisted of 3
one of brick
the publication was continued until 1852.
buildings,
Bnd two of wood. containing altogether 31 rooms. In Sept. The Steuben Whig was published at B.ith during the political
1859, the two frame buildings were burned, and 6 persons, incampaign of 182S, by William 51. Swain.
mates of the establislimeut, perished in the flames.
The Steuben Courier was established at Bath in 1843
* This road was opened to
Corning, Jan. 1, 1850, and to Horby Hull & Whittemore. It is n^w published by H. H.
neUsville, Sept. 3 of the same year.
Hull.
6 TIte Tialh Gazette and Genesee
Advertiser, the first paper Tfie Temperance Gem was published at !Bath in 1854, by Jenny
and Caroline Rumsey.
published in Western New York, was established at
Bath by Wra. Kersey and James Eddie in 1796, and The Addison Record was published in Ad<lison by Isaac D. Booth
was continued several years. In 6 months from its
from 1840 to 1842, and in 1849 by Dryden & Peck.
first issue its circulation had reached lOOO copies.
The Addison Advocate was published by .1. D. Dyer in 1848-49.
The Steuben and Allegany Patriot was started at Bath in 1815 The Voice of the Naticm was commenced at Addison by R. Denton in 1862. In 1855 the paper passed to Anthony L.
by Benj. Smead, and was continued until 1822. It was
then changed to
Underbill, by whom it was publi shed until 1856, when
T.he farmer^ Adiwate and Steuben Advertiser. In 1849 it passed
it was removed to Bath and its name changed to
into the hands of William C. Khoades, and in 1857 into The Steuben American, and its publicatio'i continued until May,
those of P. S. Donahe, by whom it is now published
1857.
as
The Canisteo Express was published at Addison in 1850 by T.

—

—

i

'

The Steuben Farmers' Advocate*

Messenger.
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It was sold by Phelps and
co. M-as all included in the Phelps and Gorham Purchase.
Robert Morris, -who conveyed it to Sir Wm. Pulteney and others, in London. The terriSales
tory was surveyed into townships and lots by Wm. Bull, for the Pulteney estate, in 1792-93.
were made by townships, at 18 and 20 cts. per acre. The first settlements were made in 1787-90,

Steuben

Gorham

to

by immigrants from Wyoming, Penn., who located upon Chemung River, in the s. e. part of the co.
These early settlers were originally from Conn. About 1790, settlements commenced in the w.
Yates

part, adjoining

co.

commenced a settlement

In 1792-93, Capt. Chas. Williamson,^ agent of the Pulteney estate,
He was accompanied by a large number of Scotch and German

at Bath.

immigrants; and under his energetic and liberal policy the settlement progressed with great
The greater part of the early settlers came from Penn. by way of Susquehanna and
rapidity.

Chemung

New

Rivers.

The

Jersey.^

Subsequently large numbers came from Eastern New York, New England, and
co. was divided by the Court of General Sessions, in 1796, into 6 towns, viz.
:

Bath, Canisteo, Dansville, Frederickstown, Middletown, and Painted Post, comprising the territory now forming 31 towns of this co. and parte if Allegany, Yates, Livingston, and Schuyler
In 1790 the population was 168; in 1800 it was 1,788; and in 1855, 62,965. In extent of
COS.
territory

and

in agricultural wealth

it

now ranks among

the

first cos.

in the State.'

ADDISOIV^—was

"
formed, as Middletoum," in March, 1796. Its name was changed April 6,
1808.
part of Troupsburgh was taken ofi" in 1808, Cameron in 1822, a part of Woodhull in
1828, and a part of Rathbone in 1856. It lies upon the s. border of the co., just e. of the center.

A

The

surface

is

mostly a hilly upland, broken by the valley of the' Canisteo and its branches.
is about IJ mi. wide and is bordered by steep hillsides 300 to 400 feet high.

principal valley

principal streams are Canisteo River, and the Tuscarora, Elks Lick, and Goodhue Creeks.
Lake, covering an area of about 500 acres, lies in the n. w. corner of the town. The soil

The
The
Goodhue

is

princi-

pally a clay loam, with strips of gravel and alluvium upon the streams. Addison, (p-'^-O situated
on Canisteo River, contains 3 churches, a bank, several mills and manufacturing establishments.
Pop. about 1,300. Soutb Addi§on (p. v.) contains 18 dwellings. Addison Hill is ap.o.
The Addison Journal was started in 1851 by E. Denton, and was
remOTed to Allegany co. in 1852.
The Addisim Democrat was commenced by Chas. L. Phelps in
18.53. and was merged in The Voice of the Nation in 1854.
The Addison Advertiser, established in 1858 by E.
M. .Tuhnson & Henry Baldwin, is still published.
The Coming and Blossburg Advocate was commenced at Corning in 1840 by Chas. Adams. In 1841 it passed into the
hands of Henry H. Hull, by whom it was merged, in

those ancient sports by which the backs and limbs of all Bton»
hearted youths have been tested since the days of Hercnles.
The eating of tiears, the drinking of grog, the devouring of hominy, venison, and all the invigorating diet of the frontiers, the
hewing down of fbrests, the paddling of canoes, the fighting of
savages, all combined to form a generation of yeomen and
foresters daring, rude, and free. Canisteo was a sprout from
this stout stock, and on the generous river flats flourished with
amazing vigor. Every thing that conld eat, drink, and wrestle
1843. in the Steuben Courier, at Bath.
was welcome, Turk or Tuscarora, Anak or Anthropophagus,
Corning Journal was commenced by Thomas Mes- Blue Beard or Blunderbore. A 'back hold' with a Ghoul would
senger in May, 1847. In 1851 it passed to A. W. McDow- not have been declined, nor a drinking match with a Berserkir.
ell and G. W. Pratt, and in 1852 to Dr. Pratt, its pre- Since the Centaurs never has there been better specimen of a
sent publisher.
'half horse' tribe. To many of the settlers in other parts of the
The Corning Sun was started in 1853 by M. M. Pomeroy and P. country, who emigrated from the decorous civilization of the
In 1854 Rev. Ira Brown became the East and South, these boisterous foreigners were objects of astoC. Van Gelder.
nishment. When Canesteer' went abroad, the public soon
publisher, and changed its name to
The Elmira Snuthern Tier Farmer and Corning Sun, and con- found it out. On the Conhocton they were known to some as
tinued it until 1856.
the Six Nations, and, to the amusement and wonder of young
The United States Farmer was published at Coming in the spring Europeans, would sometimes visit at Bath, being of a social
of 1856.
disposition, and sit all day, singing, telling stories, and drinkwas established in 1857 by ing grog, and never get drunk, nayther.' To the staid and deCorning
Chas. T. Huston. It is now published by Frank B. vout they were Arabs, cannibals. Intercourse between the
Brown.
scattered settlements of the colony was, of course, limited mainly
The Painted Post Gazette was started by
Fairchild in 1846, to visits of necessity; but rumor took the fair fame of Canisteo
and continued 1 year.
in hand, and gave the settlement a notoriety through all the
,
The Painted Post Herald was published by Hawley & Bennett land which few 'rising villages,' even of the present day, enjoy.
from 1848 to 1850.
It was pretty well understood over all the country that beyond
Hornellsvllle Tribune was commenced in Nov. the mountains of Steuben, in the midst of the most rugged dis1851, by Edwin Hough. It is now published by E. trict of the wilderness, lay a corn growing valley, which had
been taken possession of by some vociferous tribe, whether of
Hough & Son.
The National American was established at Hornellsville in 1856 Mamelukes or Tartars no one could precise!}- say, whose whoopIn
Nov.
it
was
M.
Harmon.
sold
to
Chas.
C.
1858,
ing and obstreperous laughter was heard far and wide, surprising
by
the solitudes." McMasters's Hist. Steuben co., pp. 66-7-8.
A. Kinney, and its name changed to the
8 This CO.
Canisteo Valley Journal.
sympathized to some extent in the hostile feeling
A paper was published for a, time at Hammondsport, on that prevailed throughout the Holland Land Company's Purchase toward its European proprietors a few years since but in
Crooked Lake.
I
Capt. Williamson was a Scotchman, and an oflBcer in the no instance were the processes of the courts seriously impeded
British 24th regiment of infantry during the period of the Kcto- or effectually resisted, and juries have never refused to render
lution but he did not serve in the war, in consequence of having for the proprietors as the facts warranted. There was doubtless
been made a prisoner by the French while crossing the Atlantic. little interest felt by the foreign owners in this estate beyond
* "A
possible from their lauds and
large proportion of the first settlers upon the Canisteo that of realizing the greatest
were from Penn., and had within them a goodly infusion of that the heavy burdens of debts, interest, assignments, and back payboisterous spirit and love of rough play for which the free and ments, perhaps not always borne with patieuce, have been
manly sons of the backwoods are everywhere famous. On the gradually discharged, until but a comparatively small amount
Susquehanna frontier, before the Revolution, had arisen an remains.
* Named in honor of
Joseph Addison, the English autho».
athletic, scuffling, wrestling race, lovers of hard blows, sharp
" Tuscarora"
by the early settlers.
shooters, and runners, who delighted in nothing more than in Culled
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The

first

settlement

UBEN

was made by Samuel

U X T Y.

C

Rice, in 1791.^

The

first

church (M. E.) was organized

in 1827, at East Hill.'

AVOCA^—was

formed from Bath, Cohocton, Howard, and Wheeler, April 12, 1843. It is an
The surface is mostly a broken upland, divided
The declivities of the hills are steep, and their
into two ridges by the valley of the Conhocton.
summits are about 400 feet above the river. The streams are Conhocton River and its tributaries
Twelve Mile and Ten Mile Creeks from the n., and Bennetts and Neils Creeks from the s. w.
interior town, lying n. w. of the center of the co.

The soil is a clayey and gravelly loam.
about 1^ mile wide.
vaUey of the Conhocton, is a station on the B., N. Y. & E. R. R.
It contains 2 churches, an iron foundery, and a flouring mill.
Pop. 301. Tfallace (p. o.) is a
The first settlement was made in 1800, by Michael Buchanan.*
station on the B., N. Y. & E. R. R.
The valley of the river
Avoca., (p.v.,) situated

is

in the

There are 2 churches in tovra; Bap. and M. E.

B ATH^—^was formed March 18, 1796.

Piilteney

was taken

off in 1808,

a part of

Howard and

Cohocton in 1812, a part of Wheeler in 1820, Urbana in 1822, a part of Avoca in 1843, and a part of
Cohocton in 1852. A part of Urbana was annexed April 26, 1839. It lies a little n. e. of the center
of the CO. Its surface is broken and hilly. The Conhocton VaUey, extending s. e. through the center,
The s. half is a hilly upland, and the n. half condivides the town into two nearly equal parts.

The streams are Consists of a series of wide valleys broken by several steep and isolated hiUs.
hocton River and its tributaries Five Mile and Mud Creeks from the n., and Campbells and
Stocktons Creeks from the s. The Crooked Lake Valley extends n. w., and opens into the Conhocton VaUey at the village of Bath, 340 feet above the lake. The soil is chiefly a gravelly and clayey
loam, with a deep alluvium in the valleys. Batll, (p. v.,) incorp. April 12, 1816, is situated upon
the N. bank of the Conhocton. It is a half-shire of the co. It commands the trade of a rich agri
It contains the
cultural district and has a manufacturing business of considerable importance.
churches, 2 banks, and 2 newspaper offices. Pop. 2,012. Kanona,^ (P- '''•.)
N.w. of Bath, a station on the B., N. Y. & E. R. R., contains 2 churches and 40 houses; and
Savona,' (p.v.,) s. e. of Bath, a station on the same r. r., contains 2 churches and 232 inhabitin the s. part.
ants; Sonora (p. v.) contains 1 church and 20 houses. Unionville is a hamlet
CO. buildings, 6

The

first

Pulteney

settlement
estate,

John

Rev..

was made

at

Bath Village,

in 1793,

by Charles Williamson, land agent for the
The first settled minister was

with 15 families, mostly Scotch and Germans.^

who moved

Niles,

to the

town

in 1807.'

BRADFORD^"—

was formed from "Jersey," (now Orange, Schuyler co.,) April 20, 1836. A
It lies near the center of the e. border of the co.
part was annexed to Orange, April 17, 1854.
Its surface is a hilly upland, broken by the valley of Mud Creek.
Mud Lake, near the e. border,
in Schuyler co., is 1,100 feet above tide, and the summits of the hills are about 600 feet above the
generally a gravelly and clayey loam and best adapted to pasturage. Bradon the outlet of Mud Lake, in the x. e. part of the town, contains 1 church and a
Soutli Bradford (p.v.) contains 1 church and 20 houses.
gristmill and has a pop. of 260.

The

lake.

ford,

soil is

(p.v.,)

.

1

Among

the

first

settlers

6

were Elisha Gilbert. Saml. and

Searls. John and Isaac Martin, Wm. Wombaugh, Wm.
B. Jones, Israel Chauncey. Jesse Rowley. Amos Carr. and Amos
Towsley. The first birth was that of Stephen Rice the first
marriage, that of Brown Gillespie and Miss Gilbert and the first
death, that of James Martin. Wm. Wombangh bnill the first
sawmill, in 1805, and the first gristmill, in 1806. The first store
was kept by Samuel Smith, and the first inn by Reuben Searls.
2 The census
reports 8 churches in town 3 M. E., Bap., F. W.

Reuben

;

]

}

i

i

;

j

;

Bap., Prot. E., Presb., and R. C.
3
Probably named from Tom iloore's "Sweet Vale of Avoca."
The early settlers called the place " Buchanan," or the " Eight
Mile Tree."
* James Moore, Joel Collier. Asa
Phillips, James McWhorter,
Finley McClure, Daniel McKenzie, Abraham Towner, Jonathan
Tiltou. James Babcock, John Donahe, Richard and John Van

Moody, Henry and Allen Smith,
Samuel W. Burnham were among the first
Michael Buchanan 2d was bf)rn in 1809 Michael Buchanan died in 1811; and James McWliorter and widow Buchanan were married in 1812. Eleazur Tucker built the first
sawmill, and Jonathan Tilton the first gristmill. In 1825. Joel
Collier kept the first inn, in 180S, and Alonzo Simmons the first
Davis, and

BPttlers.

;

;

]

store, in 1S30.
s Named from
Lady Bath, only child and heiress of Sir Wm.
Pulteney, of London. She was succeeded July 15. 1808, by Sir
John L. Johnstone, of Scotland, who appointed Robert Troup
agent. Its Indian name was Tanighnaguanda. McMjisten's

—

Jtist.

Steuben, pp. Ill, li2.

__

Kennfdyvilk"

9

p.o.,

;

Buskirk, Eleazur Tucker,

James

"

from a resident named Ken"
^
nedy.
Formerly Mud Creek'' p. o.
8
and
Charles
Thos.
Metcalf. Hector MrKenCameron,
Dugald
zie. Andrew Smith, Geo. McClnre, James McDonald, Henry McElwee, James Reese, Robert Campbell, and William Dunn settled
in the town in 1793; and Wm. Kersey, John Wilson, Geo. D.
Cooper, Daniel McKenzli, and Gustavus and Brown Gillespie
soon after. Charles Williamson Dunn, born in 1795, was the
first male child born in town.
The first saw and grist mills
were built iu 1793, by Charles Williamson and the first inn
was kept the same year, by John Metcalf.
The proprietors of the Pulteney estate indulged in visions of
boundless wealth to result from the settlement of their lands.
They suppo.sed that the natural avenue to market from the rich
"Genesee country" was down the Susquehanna, and that a
city might be founded upon some of the headwaters of that
stream which would command the entire trade of the West.
After a survey of the region, the present site of Bath was selected as the location of the future city. Every inducement was
held out to lure settlers; and for several years the markets of
Bath proved a mine of wealth to the few who raised more grain
than enough for their own use. Williamson erected a theater
within a few years after the first settlement, in anticipation of

Formerly

I

;

the future metropolitan character of the place. A race course
was also established, whicli for many years attracted sportsmen
from all parts of the country. The golden visions of civic grandour were "ever realized.
* The census
reports 9 churches in town 3 Presb., 2 Bap., 2
w Named from Gen. Bradford.
M. E., Prot. E., and R. C.
;

1

STEUBEN COUNTY.
The

in 1793, by Frederick Bartles and John Hervey, from New Jersey.'
preacher in town; and Rev. Mr. Lazelle, (Bap.,) who settled in town
settled minister.
There are 2 churches in town Bap. and M. E.

was made

settlement

first

Rev. E. Sanford was the
in 1816,

was the

623

first

first

;

CAMEROX^—was

formed from Addison, April

Thurston was taken

16, 1822.

in 1844,

ofi"

and a part of Rathbone in 1856. It lies a little s. of the center of the co. Its surface is a high,
rolling upland, broken by the deep valley of Canisteo River, which flows s. e. through near the
The soil is a clayey and gravelly loam. Cameron, (p. v.,) on the Canisteo,
center of the town.
is a station on the Erie R. R. and contains 2 churches and 35 houses; West Cameroil (p. v.)
Hfortll Cameron is a p. o. The first settlement was made
contains 1 church and 15 houses.
in 1800, by Richard Hadley, Phones Green, Samuel Baker, and Ira Pratt.'
Rev. Ira Bronson
(M. E.) was the first settled preacher. The census reports 5 churches.*

CAMPBELiK.^—was

formed from Hornby, April 15, 1831. It is an interior town, lying s. e.
broken ridges, separated by the valleys of the
streams. The declivities of the hills are generally steep and their summits are 300 to 500 feet
above the valleys. The streams are Conhocton River, flowing s. e. through the w. part of the town,
Its surface consists of high,

of the center of the co.

and

its

tributaries

Wolf Run, McNutt Run, Meads and Dry Runs and Stephens and Michigan

The soil is a clayey and gravelly loam upon
valley of the river is about 1\ mi. wide.
the highlands and a rich alluvium in the valleys.
(p. v.,) on the Conhocton,
is a station on the B., N. Y. & E. R. R., and contains 1 church, 3 sawmills, a flouring mill, 2 tanCurtis is a station on the same r. r. Settlement was commenced
neries, and about 20 houses.

The

Creeks.

Campbelltown,

in 1800.®

The

settled pastor.

Rev. B. B. Smith was the
first church (Presb.) was organized in 1831
There are 2 churches in town Presb. and M. E.

CAIVISTEO —

A

was formed in March, 1796.
part of Troupsburgh
Hornellsville in 1820, and parts of Greenwood and Jasper in 1827.
part
burgh in 1818. It is an interior town, lying s.w. of the center of the co.

A

was taken ofi" in 1808,
was annexed to TroupsThe surface is mostly a

Canisteo River flows eastward
hilly upland, broken by the deep valleys of the streams.
Its valley is about J mi. wide and is bordered by steep hillsides
the N. part of the town.

through
400 feet

and Col. Bills Creeks, which also flow through deep
The soil is generally a clayey and gravelly loam. Canisteo,
steep hills.
on Bennetts Creek, in the w. part of the town, is a station on the N. Y. & Erie R. R., and

From the
high.
valleys bordered
(p. V.,)

first

;

;

s.

the river receives Bennetts

by

contains 2 churches, a flouring mill, a tannery, and 60 houses; Crosby ville, (p. v.,) a station
on the Erie R. R., contains 1 church and 20 houses. Center Canisteo (p.o.) is a hamlek
of 10 houses.
1789,

Bennetts Creelt

town in 1805.

is

a

p. o. in the

from Conn.' The
There are 3 churches in town.^

by Uriah Stephens,

Sen.,

s.

first

w. part.
preacher

The

first

settlement was

—Rev. Geo. Spaulding—

made

in

settled in

CATOIV—was formed from "Painted Post," (now Corning,) as " Wbrmly," March 28, 1839, and its
name was changed April 3,

1840. It is the s. e. corner town of the co. Its surface is a rolling upland,
more nearly level than most towns in the co. A considerable portion is yet covered with forests.
The streams are small brooks, flowing northward. The soil is a clayey and shaly loam. Lumber is
extensively manufactured. Caton, (p. v.,) near the center of the town, contains 3 churches and
34 houses. A temporary settlement was made in town in 1814, by Joseph and Charles Wolcott but
the first permanent settlement was made in 1819, by Isaac Rowley, from Bradford co., Penn.' The
and the Rev. Benj. Harron was the first settled pastor.^"
first church (Presb.) was organized in 1832
;

;

1

Among

the

first settlers

Abram Rosenburg, Henry

were John Hemiup, Saml.
Switzer,

Camp,
John Schrinner, Thomas
S.

Rolls, Michael Scott, Daniel Bartholomew, Henry Axtelle, EzeSmith. The first birth was that of a
kiel Sackett, and
daughtiT of John Hervey, in 1799 and the first death, that of
Mrs. Thos. Rolls, in Aug. ISOS. Frederick Bartles built the first
;

about 1795 and Frederick and Charles Barabout 1800, and the first inn, in 1806
was taught by
Smith, in 1810.
Named from Dusald Cameron, an agent of the Pulteney es-

saw and
ties

The
*

grist mill,

opened the

tate.

first

;

first store,

school

— McMcstfrs^s Hist. Steuben, p. 116.

and Campbell & Knox the 'first gristRobert Campbell kept the first inn, and Frederick Stew-

built the first sawmill,
mill.

art the first store.
^ Col. John
Stevens, Benj. Crosby, Arthur Erwin, Solomon
Bennett; Joel Thomas, Uriah Stevens, jr., Jedediah Stephens,
Baker, James Hadley, Joshua Stephens, W. S. Thomas,
Isaac and Israel Jones, and Asa Downs were among the early
settlers.
The first birth was that of Oliver Stephens; the first
marriage, that of Richard Crosby and Hannah Baker and the
first death, that of Henry Stephens.
Solomon Bennett built th<j
first gristmill and kept the first store
and Jedediah Stephens
kept the first inn.

Wm.

;

;

3
Joseph Butler, John Sauter, and John HoUet were early
The first gristmill was built by Saml. Baker; the first
settlers.
inn was kept by John Hollet, and the first store, by Andrew G.
i 3 M. E., Presb., and Christian.
Erwin.
6 Named from the
Campbell family, who were early and pro-

minent settlers.
« The first settlers were Samuel Calkins, Elias Williams, Joseph Wolcott, Rev. Robert Campbell and his son Archibald.
The first birtli was that of Bradford Campbell the first marand the first
riage, that of Asa Milliken and Rachel Campbell
death, that of Frederick Stewart, in 1806. Campbell & Stephens
:

;

M. E., and F. W. Bap.
Stephen and Simeon Hurd settled in the town in 1821 Soloin 1823 and E. P. Babcock, Edward Robbins. and
Henry Miner in 1823. The first birth was that of Shepard
8

Presb..

9

;

mon Tarbox

;

Hurd; the first marriage, that of Oliver Woodworth and Eliz;vbeth Hurd; and the first death, that of a child of John Rowe.
Bennett Bruce built the first gristmill; Samuel Wormly kept
the first inn. and W. D. Gilbert the first store and Edward Robbins taught the first school.
10 The census
reports 3 churches; Presb., Bap., and M. £.
;
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COHOCTO^V —

Avas formed from Bath and Dansville, June 18,1812. A part of Avoca was taken
and a part of Wajland in 1848 a part of Bath was annexed in 1852. It lies on the n.
border of the co., w. of the center. The surface is separated into ridges by deep and narrow valleys.
The principal streams are Conhocton River, flowing southerly through the center, and its tributaries.
The soil is generally a slaty and gravelly loam. Ijiberty, (Cohocton p. o.,) on the Conhocton,
is a station on the B., N. Y. & E. R. R. and contains 2 churches.
Pop. 200. IVorth Cobocton
Bloods,^ a hamlet, is a station on the r. r., 1 mi. from
(p. V.) contains 1 church and 30 houses.
North Cohocton. The first settlement was made in 1796, by Richard Hooker and Joseph Bivin.*
Rev. Elisha Brownson, (Bap.,) the first settled minister, removed to the town in 1811. The census
reports 4 churches in town 3 M. E. and Presb.
oflF

in 1843,

;

;

CORIVIXC—was formed, as "Painted Post,"* March

Its name was changed March
18, 1796.
Erwin and Hornby were taken ofi" in 1826, and " Wormly" (now Caton) in 1839. A part
was annexed to Erwin in 1856. It lies on the e. border of the co., s. of the ceater. The wide
valley of Chemung River, extending n. w. and s. e. through the center of the town, and several
Its streams are Borden,
lateral valleys, divide the uplands into rounded hills and narrow ridges.
The soil upon
Post, Narrows, Clump Foot, and Winsfield Creeks, tributaries of Chemung River.
the hills is a heavy, slaty loam, and in the valleys a fine quality of sandy and gravelly loam, occaComing', (P-'^m) incorp. Sept. 6, 1848, is situated on the s. bank
sionally intermixed with clay.
The Chemung Canal,
of Chemung River, in the w. part of the town.
It is a half-shire of the co.
the Blossburg & Corning R. R., and the B., N. Y. & E. R. R. terminate here; and the village is au

31, 1852.

important station on the N. Y. & Erie R. R. It contains 5 churches, 2 newspaper establishments,
2 banks, a State arsenal, and several mills and manufacturing establishments, and commands an
extensive and constantly increasing trade.* Pop. 3,626. Hnoxville,^ opposite Corning, conand a pop. of 628. Gibson lies on the n. bank of the Chemung, 1 mi. e. of

tains 2 churches

Corning.

The

first

Eaton.^

Pop. 428. Centerville contains 25 houses. East Painted Post is a p. o.
settlement was made near the village of Corning, in 1788, by Frederick Calkins and Benj.
The first religious services were conducted by John Warren, in 1793. There are 7

churches in town.^

DAMSVIL-L-E'—was formed

in

Parts of Cohocton and

March, 1796.

1812, a part of Wayland in 1848, and of Fremont in 1854.
.and a part of Cohocton was re-annexed April 26, 1834. It

A part was

Howard were taken

annexed

off in

Sparta in 1822,
is the n. tovra upon the w. border of the
The surface is mostly an upland, divided into ridges by the narrow valleys of small streams.
CO.
The declivities of the hills are steep and their summits are 300 to 400 feet above the valleys. The
streams are head branches of Canaseraga Creek, flowing n., and of Canisteo River, flowing s. The
soil is

a sandy and gravelly loam in the

e.

and

n.,

1 Named from Calvin Blood.
This is rendered an important
upon the r. R. from its connection with tlie Canandaigua
Lake Route. A daily line of stages runs to Naples, at the head
of the lake, and a steamer plies daily between the latter place
and Canandaisua.
2 James and Anina Woodward settled in the town not
long
after Joseph Chamberlain, in 1S05 and Saml. Chamberlain,
Capt. Jonas Clcland. Joseph Shattuck, Horace Fowler, and
Eddy, in 1806. Timothy Sherman, James Barnard, Saml. Rhoades,
Jesse Atwood, Isaac Morehouse, and Chas. Burlinghame were
also early settlers. The first marriage was that of Jos. Bivin
and Sarah Hooker, in 1798 and the first birth, that of Bethiah
Hooker, their child, in ISOO. The first death was that of Richard
Hooker, Feb. 10. 1801. .Tonas Cleland built the first saw and
grist mills, in 1808; and Jos. Shattuck kept the first inn, in
1809. Sophia Trumbull taught the first school, in 1810.
s Named from Hon. Erastus
Corning, of Albany.
* In the summer of
1779, a party of tories and Indians, under
the command of a loyalist named McDonald, returned from an
incursion into the Susquehanna settlements, bringing with them
many of their number wounded. At the confluence of Tioga
and Conhocton Rivers, Captain Montour, son of the famous Queen
' His
Catharine, a chief of great promise, died of his wounds.
comrades buried him by the riverside, and planted above his
grave a post on which were painted various symbols and rude
This monument was known throughout the Genesee
devices.
Forests as The Painted Post.' It was a landmark well known
to all the Six Nations, and was often visited by their braves and
chieftains." This account of the origin of the Painted Post was
given to Benj. Patterson, the hunter, by a man named Taggart,
who was carried to Fort Niagara a prisoner by McDonald's party,
and was a witness of the burial of Capt. Montour, or at least was

station

;

;

;

to

and gravel underlaid by hardpan in the

s.

w.

in this co., that the Painted Post was
erected over the grave of a chief who was wounded at the battle
of the " Hog-Back" and brought in a canoe to the head of the
Chemung, where he died. It was well understood by the early
settlers that this monument was erected in memory of some
distinguished warrior who had been wounded in one of the
border battles of the Revolution and afterward died at this place.
The post stood for many years after the settlement of the co. ;
and the story goes that it rotted down at the bntt, and was preserved in the bar-room of a tavern till about the year 1810 and
then mysteriously disappeared. It is also said to have been
swept away in a freshet. McMasiers's Hist, of Steuben. Simms's
Hid. Schoharie, p. 3.33.
5 In
1852, 40,000 tons of Blossburg coal, brought by the Blossburg & Corning R. R., were transhipped at this place, and

Judge Knox, of Knoxville,

—

50,000,000 feet of

lumber were exported.

*

Named from Judge John Knox,

T

Benj. and Peleg Gorton,

of this town.
his sons
jr., Ephraim Patterson and
Ichabod and Stephen. Bradford Eggleston. Justus Wolcott, Elia«,
William, and Henry McCormick, Hezekiah Thurber. Jonathan
Cook, Samuel Colgrove, and Eli and Eldad Mead settled in the
town in 1790-91-92: Jonathan and Warren Rowley in 1794;
James Turner and Caleb Wolcott in 1795; George McCulloch
and Benj. Patterson in 1796; and Nehemiah Hubbell in 1798,
Tlie first birth was that of James Calkins, Nov. 24. 1790; the
first marriage, that of Benj. Gorton and Rachel Wolcott, in 1794;
'
and the first death, that of Ichabod Patterson, in Aug. 1794.
Ichabod Patterson built the first sawmill, and Jas. Henderson
the first gristmill, both in 1793; Benj. Eaton kept the first store,
in 1791, and Benj. Patterson the first inn,_in 1798. The first
school was taught bv Samuel Colgrove, in 1793.
8 2
Bap.. 2 M. E., Prot. E., Presb., and R. C.
9 Named from Daniel P. Faulkner, an early and spirited cititn the encampment at the mouth of the Tioga at the time of his
death. Col. Harper, of Harpersfield, the well known officer of zen, known as " Captain Dan." McMasters's Hist. Steuben Co., p.
the frontier militia of New York in the Revolution, informed 300.

—

STEUBEN COUNTY.

(South Dansville p.o.) contains 2 churches, an academy,^ and a female seminary.'
a station on the B. & N. Y. City R. R., has about 15 houses. Dotfys Cof -

Ro^ersville

Burns,

Pop. 200.

ners

The

a p.o.

is

C25

The census

first

settlement

was made

in 1804,

by Isaac Sterling and Samuel Gibson.^

reports 6 churches.*

formed from " Painted Post," Jan. 27, 1826. Lindley was taken off in 1837
was annexed in 1856. It lies w. of Corning, in the s.e. part of the co. Its
surface is about equally divided between high, rolling uplands and the low valleys of stn ams.
The summits of the hills are 400 to 600 feet above the valleys. Tioga and Canisteo Rivers unite
in the s.e. part of the town, and Tioga and Conhocton Rivers in the n. e., forming the Chemung
The valleys of these streams are 1 to 2 mi. wide. The soil upon the hills is a shaly and
River.

ERWI]¥»—was

and a part

of Corning

clayey loam, and in the valleys
face is yet covered with forests.

it is

a fine quality of alluvium.

Nearly three-fourths of the sur-

The lumber trade is extensively pursued. Painted Post,
of Conhocton and Tioga Rivers, is a station on the Erie R. R. and
(p. V.,) situated at the junction
the B., N. Y^. & E. R. R. It contains 2 churches, a bank, an iron foundery and machine shop, a
tannery, and a flouring mill.® Pop. 777. Coopers Plains (p. v.) is a station on the B., N. Y.
& E. R. R. and contains 1 church. Pop. 293. Wm. Harris, an Indian trader, settled at Painted
Post in 1787.'' The census reports 4 churches.*

FREMOXT'—was

formed fiom Hornellsville, Dansville, Wayland, and Howard, Nov. 17,
an interior town, lying n. w. of the center of the co. Its surface is a hilly upland,
forming a part of the dividing ridge between Canisteo and Conhocton Rivers. Its streams are
small brooks. The soil is chiefly a shaly loam, derived from the disintegration of the surface
Fremont Center (Stephens Mills p.o.) and Haskinvllle (p.o.) are hamlets;
rocks.
and Big Creek is a p.o. The first settlement was made in 1812, by Job B. Rathbun, Amos
Baldwin, and Sylvester Buck.^" The first religious services were conducted by Rev. Mr. Ford, in
1814. There is but 1 church (M. E.) in town.
1854.

It is

GREEj¥fFOOD—was formed from Troupsburgh
was taken

off"

in 1845,

and Canisteo, Jan.
and a part of Jasper was annexe^l in 1848.

24, 1827.
It lies

"West Union
upon the w.

Its surface is mostly a rolling upland.
Bennetts Creek flows
co., s. of the center.
northerly through the E. part of the town, in a valley 400 to 600 feet below the summits of the
The soil is a gravelly and clayey loam.
hills.
(p. v.,) on Bennetts Creek, con
tains 1 church and 35 houses; and
Green(p. v.) 12 houses.

border of the

Greenwood,

Rough and Ready

"WOOd

West

a p. 0. The first settlement was made in 1820, by Christian Cobey and John H., Ezra,
and Phineas Stephens.^^ The census reports 3 churches.^'^
is

HARTSTIIiliE—was

formed from Hornellsville, Feb. 7, 1844. It lies on the w. border of
surface is a hilly upland, broken by several deep valleys.
Purdy
Creek flows e. through the n. part, and the valley of Bennetts Creek extends along the E. border.
These creeks are bordered by steep hillsides 400 to 600 feet high. The soil is a shaly and clayey
loam. Hartsville Center, (Purdy Creek p. o.,) on Purdy Creek, near the center of the town,
the

CO., s.

The

of the center.

contains 15 houses.

The

first

settlement was

made

in 1809,

by Benj. Brookins."

There

is

no

church in town.
1 The
Rogersville Academy was organized in 1849, and the
buildings were erected in 1852.
2 The
Rogersville Union Seminary.

8

Among

the

first

settlers

were James. .Tohn, and Major

Jones, Frederick Fry, William Ganong, Thos. and Nathaniel
Brayton, Tipdale Haskin, Tlios. and John Root, Joshua Healey,
Charles Oliver, Joseph Phelps. Elisha Robinson, William C.
Rogers, and Jesse Bridges. Robert Fuller built the iirst sawmill, in 1820, and Handy & Miller the first gristmill, in 1825.
Isaac Sterling kept the first inn, in 1806. The first school was
taught by James Jones, in 1811.
* 2
Bap., and 1 each Presb., M. E., Univ., and R, C.
6 Named from Col. Arthur Erwin, of IJucks co., Penn., an
officer in the Revolutionary War, by whom the township was
purchased of Phelps and Gorham.
" One mi. w. of Painted Post is a saw, shingle, and
planing
mill, that gives employment to 75 men, and turns out 8,000,000
to 11,000,'JOO feet of lumber per annum.
J David Fuller, Eli Mead, and
Tan Nye settled in the
town in 1791-92; and Samuel, Frank, and Arthur Erwin, Capt.
.Tohn
E.
in
lSOO-Ol-02.
Samuel Erwin
and
Howell Bull,
Evans,
built the first sawmill, in 1820, and the first gristmill, in 182.3;
and David Fuller kept the first inn, in 1792. The first school

was
8

•

tauglit

by John

E. Evans, in 1812.

2 Bap.. Presb., and M. E.
Named in honor of Col. John C. Fremont.

W John A. Buck, Joel Everett, and Danl. Atherton settled in
the town in 1813-14;
Taylor and Francis Drake, in 1815;
and Solomon and Levi Gates, Robert KUburg, Danl. Upsr.n,
Saml. Sharji, Nehemiah Luther, Lemuel Harding, Stephen Hulden, and Edward Markham, in 1816. The first niarringe was
that of John A. Buck and Rebecca Baldwin, Aug. 24. 1815; the
first birth, that of Charles E. Buck, Nov. 12, 1816; and the first
death, that of Mrs. Amos Baldwin, Dec. 21, 1815. Danl. Upson
built the first sawmill, in
1816, and the first gristmill, in 1S19
The first school was taught by Lydia Everett, in 1819.
U Eleazar Woodward, John J. Hoyt, H. Carr, and Lewis Ordway settled in town in 1822. The first birth was that of Charles
C. Stephens; the first marriage, that of Hiram Putnam and Lucinda Stephens; and the first death, that of Ezra Cobey. The
first gristmill was built by Col. John Stephens; and the first
inn and store were kept by Levi Davis. Sarah Carr taught the
first school.
12
Presb., Univ., and R. C.
13
Blake in
.Joseph Purdy settled in the tovm in 1810:
Satterlee, .Toshna Davis, and
1815; Thos. Williams,
Neff in 1818; William D. Burdick and Perry Potter in 1819;
D.aniel P. Carpenter, Frost Powell. Joseph Thompsnn, John and
Hudson in 1822; and Ca.sper Van
Robert G. Martin, and
Buekirk and Wm. Ellison in 1823. The first birth was that of
Sarah A. Carpenter: the first marriage, that of Robert G. Martin and Mary A. Gleason
and the first death, that of an infant
;

40
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HORXB¥^— was formed from

"Painted Post,'" (now Corning,) Jan. 27, 1826. Campbell was
was annexed to Orange (Schuyler co.) April 11, 1842. It lies near
The streams
the center of the e. border of the co., and its surface is mostly a high, rolling upland.
are Dry Run in the N. w., and Post and Borden Creeks in the s., all flowing in deep, narrow
The soil is a shaly and clayey loam of good quality. Hornby Forks (Hornby p. o.)
valleys.
The first settlement was made in
contains 2 churches, several manufactories, and 21 dwellings.
1814, by Asa and Uriah Nash, from Otsego co.'^ There are 4 churches in town.'
taken

off in 1831,

and a

part,

HOR3JEL.1.SVIL.L.E*—was formed from

Canisteo, April

1,

1820.

Hartsville

was taken

off

and a part of Fremont in 1854. It lies near the center of the w. border of the co. The
surface is mostly a rolling upland, divided into two nearly equal parts by the Canisteo Yalley.
This valley is 1 to 2 mi. wide and is bordered by steep hills 400 to 500 feet high. Canacadoa and
Crosby Creeks, flowing through deep valleys from the w., are tributaries of the Canisteo. The soil
is generally a clayey and gravelly loam.
HornellSTflle, (p-'^->) situated at the junction of
Canisteo River and Canacadea Creek, is an important station on the Erie R. R. and is the southern
terminus of the B. & N. Y. C. R. R. It has 4 churches, 2 newspaper oflBces, a bank, and 2 flouring
mills.
Pop. 1,519. Arkport, (p. v.,) a station on the B. & N. Y. C. R. R., contains 1 church
and about 50 houses. Almond is partly in this town.^ The first settlement was made by Benj.
in 1844,

Crosby, in 1792.®

The census

reports 6 churches.'

HOWARD—was

formed from Bath and Dansville, June 18, 1812. A part of Avoca was
taken off in 1843, and a part of Fremont in 1854. It is an interior town, lying a little n. w. of the
center of the co. Its surface is mostly a rolling upland, forming a part of the dividing ridge between Conhocton and Canisteo Rivers. The streams are all small. In the n. e. part are 2 small

The

ponds.

soil is

generally a heavy clay loam.

Howard

(p. v.)

contains 2 churches.

Pop.

Tow^lesville (p. v.) contains 2 churches and 15 houses. Buena Tista (p.o.) and
Ooffs MiUs (p.o.) are hamlets, and Soutb HO'trard is a p.o. The first settlement was
made in 1806, by Abraham Johnson.^ There are 5 churches in town.^
143.

—

JASPERS" was formed from Troupsburgh and Canisteo, Jan. 24, 1827, and a part was annexed to Greenwood in 1848. It is situated near the s. w. corner of the co. Its surface is a hilly
and broken upland, the highest summits being nearly 2,000 feet above tide. The streams are small
brooks.
The soil is a slaty, gravelly, and clayey loam. Jasper Four Corners (Jasper
p.o.) contains 2 churches.

Pop. 222.

Jasper Five Corners

contains 15 houses.

West

and Souf tl Hill are p. offices. Settlement was commenced in 1807, by Nicholas Botzman, Ebenezer Spencer, and William Wooley." The first church (Presb.) was organized in 1827;
and the Rev. Geo. Howell was the first preacher. The census reports 5 churches.^^

Jasper

L.I]\D1<EY"

—^was formed from Erwin, May

12, 1837.

It lies

upon the

s.

border of the

co., e.

a hilly upland, broken by the deep valley of Tioga River, which
extends centrally through the town. The summits of the hills are 400 to 600 feet above the valley,
and most of them are covered with forests. The valley is about 1 mi. wide and is bordered by

of the center.

Its surface is

The soil upon the hills is a heavy, shaly loam, and in the valleys a rich alluvium.
steep hillsides.
Three-fourths of the surface is still covered with forests. Lumbering is extensively pursued.
Liindleytown, (p. v.,) on Tioga River, is a station on the B. & C. R. R. and contains 15 dwell-

—

child of Ebenezer Mather, all in 1823. Daniel P. Carpenter
opened the first store, in 1825, and huilt the first sawmill, in
1828; and Henry Frisbee kept the first tavern, in 1849. The
first school was taught by Miss Z. A. Purdy. in 1826.

1 Named from John
Hornby, an English landholder to a large
extent in this and other western cos.
- Jesse Piatt, John
Robbing, and Edward Stubbs settled in
the town in 1815 ; John St. John, Amasa Stanton, James S. and
Hiram Gardner, Chester Knowlton, and Aden Palmer in 181516; Benj. Gardner, Isaac Goodell, Aaron Harwood, and John
Sayer in 1818. The first birth was that of George Stanton; the
first marriage, that of John Bidler and Miss Piatt, in 1816; and
the first death, that of John Stanton. Ezra Shaw kept the first
inn: Hon. A. B. Dickinson, the first store; and
La Fevre
built the first mill. James C. Leach taught the first school.

that of a child of Judge Hornell. Judge Hornell built the first
saw and grist mills, and kept the first store and inn. The first
school was taught by Abigail Hurlbut, in 1796.
' 2
Presb., Prot. E., Bap., M. E., and R. C.
8 Reuben and Abraham
Smith, Abel BuUard, Jacob and Thos.
Col
Bennett, Charles McConnell, Simeon McMurty, and
grove settled in the town in 1808 Samuel Baker, Joel Bullard,
Benj. Bennett, Ephraim Rumsey, Wm. Allen, Daniel N. Bennett,
Jonas and Seth Rice, and Nathan Cory in 1810-11 and Simeon
;

;

Wm. Goff, Israel Baldwin, and Rufus Halsey in 1812.
Arethusa Bullard was born in 1809, and Mrs. Rowley died the
same year. the first birth and death in town. Henry Kennedy
built the first sawmill, in 1809; James Vaughn, the first gristmill, in 1810; and Benj. Bennett kept the first inn, in 1816.
B 2
Bap., and 1 each Presb., M. E., and Ref. Presb.
3
10 Named from
Sergeant Jasper, noted for his courage at the
Bap., Christian, Presb., and W^es. Meth.
* Named from Hon. Geo.
battle of Fort Moultrie, S.C, .Tune 28, 1776.
Hornell, one of the early settlers.
6 See
11 Adam Botzman and Andrew
page 170.
Craig were also early settlers.
* Elias
The first birth was that of Sally Botzman and the <\r8t marStephens and Geo. Horcell settled in the town in 1793
Elijah Stephens in 1794; Christopher Hurlbut and Nathan riage, that of Samuel Gray and Polly Simpson. S;c^oKs BotzGary in 1795; John and Hugh Carney in 1796: Reuben Crosby man was the first innkeeper. Amanda Smith taa,^\t the fljst
In 1797
and James Jones in 1800. The first birth was that of school.
12
William Stephens, in Dec. 1792; the first marriage, that of ReuBap., Presb., Christian, M. E., and Wes. Meth.
1' Named in honor of Col.
b»i' Crosby and Jenny McQueen, in 1799 ; and the first death.
Eleazui*Lindley.
;

;

Bacon,

—

;

STEUBEN COUNTY.
ings.

town.

Erwin Center Is a r.
The

settlement

first

proprietor of the town,

who

r. station

was made
located

off in 1820.

and hamlet upon the river, near the n. border of the.
by Col. Eleazur Lindley, from N. J., the original

in 1790,

upon the Tioga

PRATTSBlIRGir—was formed
taken
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Flats.^

from Pulteney, April 12, 1813, and a part of Wheeler was
upon the n. border of the co. Its surface is a hilly

It is centrally situated

upland, broken by the valleys of several small streams flowing in a general s.w. direction. The
The valley at Prattsburgh
principal streams are Five Mile, Ten Mile, and Twelve Mile Creeks.
Village is 1,400 feet above tide, and the hills are 300 to 400 feet higher. The soil is a gravelly
and clay loam. Prattsburg'b (p. v.) was incorp. Dec. 7, 1848. It contains the Franklin
Academy,^ 2 churches, and several manufacturing establishments.* Pop. about 600. Rikei'H
HollO'iT (p.o.) is a hamlet. The first settler was .Jared Pratt, who came in 1801 and for 2k
years was the only inhabitant.^ The first religious services were held at the house of Jared Pratt,
by Rev. John Niles, in the fall of 1803.«

PULiTElVEY^—was formed from Bath, Feb. 12, 1808. Prattsburgh was taken off in 1813.
and a part of Urbana in 1848. It lies upon the w. shoi-e of Crooked Lake, and is the n.e. corner
town of the co. The surfoce is a rolling upland, 700 to 900 feet above the level of the lake. The
declivities along the lake shore are broken by numerous narrow ravines formed by small streams.
The soil is chiefly a shaly and gravelly loam, and in some parts near the laTce it is clayey.
ville (Pulteney p.o.) contains 2 churches and 20 houses; and Bluffport (South
Pulteney p.o.) 20 houses. Peltonville (p.o.) is a hamlet. Gulicksville, a landing on
the lake, has a storehouse and 8 houses.
Settlement commenced in 1802.* Rev. Ephraim EgglesThe census reports 6 churches.'
twn, the first settled preacher, removed to the town in 1805.

Harmony

RATH

BOJVE'"—was formed from Addison, Cameron, and Woodhull, March 28, 1856. It is
an interior town, lying s. of the center of the co. Its surface consists of a high, rolling upland,
broken by the valleys of Canisteo River and a branch of Tuscarora Creek. The upland is 300 to
400 feet above the valleys. Naked and precipitous ledges of rock crop out on the hillsides along
the valleys. The soil is a clayey and shaly loam, and in the valleys alluvium. RatliboneVille, (p.v.,) on Canisteo River, is a station on the Erie R. R. and contains 1 church, a flouring
"West Addison (p.o.) and Cameron Mills (p.o.) are hamlets. The
mill, and 33 houses.
There are 2 M. E. churches in town.
first settlements were made in 1793-95.^^

TIIIJRSTOW^—was

formed from Cameron, Feb. 28, 1844. It is an interior town, lying just
Its surface is mostly a high, broken upland, forming a portion of the
dividing ridge between Conhocton and Canisteo Rivers. The summits of the hills are 500 to 600
feet above the river valleys.
The streams are Stockton Creek, in the n. w., and Michigan Creek,
s. E.

of the center of the co.

The soil is a shaly and
in the s., flowing in deep, narrow ravines bordered by steep hillsides.
Hill, (p.o.,) in the n.e., and Rlsing'gravelly loam. Merctiantvllle, in the e..
Tille, (p.o.,) in the w., are hamlets. Thurston and South Thurston are p.ofiices.

Bonny

The

first settlers

were William Smith, Luke Bonny, and Anderson Carpenter, at Bonny

1 Col.
Lindley served with the Jersey Blues during the Revolutionary War. In his migration to his new home he was accompanied by his two sons Saml. and Eleazur, his son-in-law
Ezekicl Mulford and John Seeley, and a man named David Cook.
The first child born was Eliza Mulford, Aug. 10, 1792; the first
marriage, that of David Cook, jr. and Elizabeth Cady and the
first death, that of Col. Eleazur Lindley, in June, 1794.
Joseph
Miller taught the first school, near the Penn. line, in 1793 the
widow of Col. Lindley kept the first inn, on the w. bank of the
river ; and John P. Ryers, the first store. The first sawmill was
erected by Col. Lindley. There is no church, no hotel, nor place
where liquor is sold in the town.
Named from Capt. Joel Pratt, one of the first settlers.
s For
many years this academy has enjoyed a deservedly high
;

;

i!

Hill, in

tlement was conducted wholly under his encouragement, advice,

and
9

direction.

The census reports 6 churches; 2 Bap., 2 M. E Cong., and
,

Christian.
7

Named from

ney Tract.
8 The first

Sir

Wm.

Pulteney, former owner uf the Pulte-

were Saml. Miller, John Van Camp, G. P.
James and George Simms,
Bennett, and Shadrach Norris settled
in the town in 1805 and Saml. and Nathaniel Wallis, John
settlers

Fitzsinimons, and

John Block.

Honry Hoffman, Abraham
;

Ells,

Wm. White, James

Daily, Erastus Glass,

Harmon Emmons,

and Seth Pierce in 1806. The first marriage was that of Christopher Tomer and Jane Miller, in 1809; and the first de.ath, that
of a child of

,Tas. Daily, in 1S06.
Melchior Waggoner built the
sawmill, in 1810, "and the first gristmill, in 1814. Sh.adrach
Norris kept the first inn, in 1807 and Augustus Tyler, the first
The first school was taught by Polly Wentworth,
store, in 1808.
» 2
in 1808.
Bap., 2 M. E.. Cong., and Presb.
10 Named from Gen. Ransom
Rathbone, who settled in the

reputation.
* A
foundery, a tannery and a flouring mill.
6 Rev. John' Niles, David Buell, Saml.
Tuthill, and Capt. Joel
Pratt came into town in 1S03; William P. Curtis, Poraeroy Hull,
and Salisbury Burton in 1804 ; Noah Niles, Cyril Ward, Aaron

first

Bull, Enoch Niles. Harmon Fowler, Rufus Blodgett, and Stephen
Hall, in 180.5. They were all originally from New England.
first child born was Mariette Pratt, in 1802
the first death,
P. Curtis, drowned, in 1804 ; and the first
a daughter of
of
Isaac
Pardee
and
in 1806.
that
Waldo,
The
Patty
marriage,
first school was taught in a church by Horace Bull, in 1806-07 ;

town in 1842.
11 James
Iladley and

;

Wm. Benham were the first settlors
the early settlers were Isaac and Jonathan Tracy, Mar
Young, Wm. Morey, Moses Powers, Zephaniah Townsend.
Thos. Maybury, and Saml. Colgrove. Isaac Tracy built the first
sawmill, in 1806; Lemuel Benham kept the first inn, in 1804,
the first inn was kept by Aaron Bull, the same year: the first and Gen. Rathbone the first store, in 1842.
12 Named from Wm. K.
mill was erected on Five Mile Creels, by Robert Porter. Capt.
Thurston, a landholder residing iu
Joel Pratt was a large proprietor of the town and the first set- N. Y. or vicinity.
The

;

Wm.

;

Among

tin
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1813,^
first

The

first

religious association (M. E.)

was formed

in 1814; Rev. Parker Buell

was tbe

preacher.^

TROUPKBURGH'—was formed from " Middletown"

(now Addison) and Canisteo, Feb. 12,
Jasper were taken off in 1827, and a part of WoodhuU in 1828.
part of Canisteo was annexed April 4, 1818. It lies on the s. border of the co., w. of the center.
Its surface is principally a hilly upland, broken by the deep valleys of small streams.
The highest
summits are 2,500 feet above tide and are the highest points in the co. Troups Creek, flowing s.,
1808.

Parts of Greenwood

rfind

A

The soil is a slaty and clayey loam. Troupsburgb Ceuter, (Troupson Troups Creek, near the center of the town, contains an academy* and 20 dwellings;
^outli Troupsburgb (p. v.) contains 16 dwellings. East Troupsburgli, (p.o.,) West
is

the principal stream.

burgh

p. 0.,)

The pioneer settler was
(p.o.,) and Toung Hickory (p.o.) are hamlets.
Samuel B. Rice, from Conn., who located e. of the center of the town in 1805.^ The first religious
association (M.E.) was formed at the house of Samuel Cady, by Rev, Parker Buell, first preacher.
The census reports 5 churches.®

Troupsburgli,

—

A

I'RBAIVA was formed from Bath, April 17, 1822.
part was annexed to Bath in 1839; a
part of Wheeler was annexed May 3, 1839, and a part of Pulteney April 12, 1848. It lies at the
head of Crooked Lake, n.e. of the center of the co. Its surface is divided by Pleasant Valley (a
continuation of Crooked Lake Valley) into two series of highlands, rising 800 to 1,000 feet above
the lake.
Cold Spring Creek takes its rise in this valley and flows n. e. to the lake. The soil in
the valleys is alluvial, and on the hilltops a heavy, gravelly loam. From their sheltered situation,
the slopes of the hills descending to the s. and e. are finely adapted to the culture of the grape.''

The town

is

noted for the production of a superior quality of fine wool.

Hammondsport,

(Urbana p.o.,) at the head of Crooked Lake, was incorp. June 16, 1856, It contains 2 churches
and several manufacturing establishments. A daily line of steamboats plies between this place
and Penn Yan. Pop. 560. IVorth Urbana, (p. v.,) in the n.e. part of the town, contains 2
churches and 20 houses. Cold Spring is a hamlet; and Mount Tfashington, in the
s. E., is a
William Aulls and his son Ephraim, from Perm., settled at Pleasant Valley in
p. 0.
1793.* Elder Ephraim Sanford (Bap.) preached the first sermon, at the house of Mr. Baker, in 1795.®

WATE- AIVD^°—^was formed from Cohocton and Dansville, Apiril 12,
was taken

off in.

1854.

It is the

most western town upon the

n.

1848.

border of the

co.

A part of Fremont
Its surface is

an

upland, rolling in the n. and moderately hilly in the s. It forms a portion of the watershed between Susquehanna River and Lake Ontario and its highest summits are 1,600 to 1,800 feet above
tide.
The streams are small creeks and brooks. Loon and Mud Lakes are situated in a valley in
;

The outlet of the former is
s. part of the town, and their waters flow in opposite directions.
subterranean for half a mi. and where it comes to the surface it is in sufficient volume to form a
the

;

The

Way-

gravel and muck, and in the

s. a
shaly loam.
40 dwellings. It is a station
R. Perklnsville, 2 mi. s.w. of Wayland, contains 2 churches and
30 dwellings. Patching Mills is a hamlet. L<oon liake is a p. o. The first settlement
•was made in 1806-07, by Thos. Bowles and John H. Miller."
The census reports 3 churches."

valuable mill stream.

land, (Wayland Depot
on the B., N. Y. & E. R.

soil in

the n.

is

p.o.,) in the n.e. part of the town, contains

Amos

Dickinson settled in 1814; and Joseph Fluent at
Hill in 1817. The first settlers at Aldrich settlement
were William Jack, Samuel Fisk, and Thomas Aldrich, in 1823.
The first child born was Irena Smith, in 1813; the first marriage, that of Joseph Fluent and Fanny Dickinson, in 1818 and
the first death, that of Anderson Carpenter, killed by the falling
of a tree, in 1817. The first school was taught at Bonny Hill, by
Caroline Vinan, in 1818; the first store was kept by Harlow
Sears, at Merchantville, No tavern was ever kept in the town,
and n) license was ever granted to sell liquor.
2 The census
reports 4 cliurches 2 M. E., Bap,, and Cliristian.
3 Named from Robert Troup, of N.
Y., general agent of the
Pultoney estate. Turner's Plielps and Gorham Purchase, p. 279.
* This institution has an average attendance of about 60
pupils.
5 Peter
Young and Peter Dalson, from Addison, settled near
Mr. Rice, in 1S06; Lieut, Reynolds and Jonathan Rogers settled
at the same place in 1809, Geo. Martin in ISIO, and James Works
The first child born was Polly Young the first marin 1811,
riage, that of Zebulon Tubbs and Sarah Rice and the first death,
that of Jeremiah Martin, Abner Thomas taught the first school,
a little E. of Troupsburgh Village; Lieut, Reynolds kept the first
inn, 4 mi, from the Center, and Ichabod C, Leach the first store,
2 mi. from the Center, Geo, Martin erected the first gristmill,
6 2
at Troupsburgh Village,
Bap., 2 M, E„ and F. W, Bap,
' In
1857, 30 acres were devoted to vineyards; and the success
of the experiment was so great that the number of acres was
doubled in 1858. There are about 2,000 acres in town with the
%. and £. inclination adapted to this purpo!;>e.
1

Bonny

;

;

—

8 Samuel
Baker, Eli Read, and William Barney settled in
Pleasant Valley in 1794; and Capt. Amos Stone, Capt. John
Shether, James Shether, and Richard Daniels in 1795. These
settlers were from New England, most of them from Conn.
They had served through the Revolutionary War, some of them
with distinction as oflicers and all were inured to the priv,^tion8
and dangers incident to pioneer settlement. The first cliild born
was Saml. Baker, jr. the first marriage, that of Jonathan Barney and Polly Aulls, in 1794 and the first death, that of John
Eliphalet Norris taught (he
Phillips, in Sept. of the same year.
first school, in 1795, at Pleasant Valley; Caleb Chapman kept
the first inn, at N. Urbana; Henry A. Townsend the first store,
at Cold Spring, in 1815. John Shether built the first sawmill,
in Pleasant Valley, in 1795 and Gen. Geo. McClure, the first
gristmill, at Cold Spring, in 1802.
9 The census
reports 6 churches 2 Bap., and 1 each Presb.,
;

;

;

;

;

M.

E., Prot. E.,

10

;

;

and R. C.

Named from

Rev. Dr. Francis Wayland, of R.

I.

the early settlers were Adam Zimmerman, David
Kaizier, Stephen Hicks, Thos. Begole, Solomon,
Brown,
James, and Elisha Brownson. Isaac Willie, Walter and Dr. Warren Patchin, Dennis Hess, Benj. Perkins, and Samuel Draper.
The first sawmill was built by Benj. Perkins; and the first
gristmill, by Dugald Cameron and Abijah Fowler, in 1816, Saml.
Taggart kept the first inn, in 1827 and James L. Monier, the
The first school was taught by Thos, Wilfirst store, in 1830.
bur, in 1811,
12
Evang, Luth., Union, and R. C.
11

Among

;

STEUBEN COUNTY.
TVAYiVE' — named

G29

—

honor of Gen. Anthony Wayne was funned, a.s"FredericksToini," March
6, 1808.
Reading (Schuyler co.) was taken off in 180G,
Orange (Schuyler co.) in 1813, and Ban-ington (Yates co.) and Tyi-one (Schuyler co.) in 1822. A
part was annexed to Tyrone April 17, 1854. It is situated upon Crooked Lake, on the e. border
of the CO. Its surface is a rolling upland, 400 to 600 feet high, descending abruptly to the lake
18, 1706.

Its

in

name was changed April

Little Lake is a beautiful sheet of water lying along the e. border.
The soil is a gravelly and slaty
loam underlaid by hardpan. "Wayiie,^ {p-'^->) on the line of Tyrone, (Schuyler co.,) contains 3
is a steamboat landing
Four Corners is a p. o.
churches and 40 houses.
Wixson settled in
"Widow
and
Solomon
in the n. part.
Iloff,
-Jennings,
Henry Mapes,
Zephaniah
town in 1791.* Rev. Ephraim Sanford (Bap.) was one of the first settlers, and for many years
the only clergyman in town. There are two churches in towa M. E. and Union.

Keuka

Wayne

;

WEST
of the CO.

above

—was

formed from Greenwood, April 25, 1845. Itisthes.w. corner town
Its surface is a broken and hilly upland, the highest summits being 2,000 to 2,400 feet
A large part of the town is yet covered with forests. Bennetts Creek is the principal

UIVIOIV

tide.

The soil is a heavy, slaty loam. Lumbering is extensively pursued. Rexville (p.o.)
and Wileysville (p.o.) are hamlets. West Union is a p. o. The first settler was Abraham
v. Olmsted, who located at Rexville in 1822.* The first church (M. E.) was formed at Rexville in
1831.
There are 2 churches in town Bap. and M. E.
stream.

;

formed from Bath and Prattsburgh, Feb. 25, 1820. A part of Avoca
and apart of Urbana in 1839. It is an interior town, lying n.e. of the
center of the co. Its surface is a high, rolling upland, broken by the valleys of Five Mile and Ten
Mile Creeks and of several small lateral streams. The soil is a shaly and clayey loam, well
adapted to both grazing and tillage. Mitcliellville (p. v.) contains 20 houses and Wlieeler
Center (Wheeler p.o.) 1 church and 15 houses. The first settlement was made in 1799, by
Capt. Silas Wheeler, from Albany co.® Rev. Ephraim Eggleston (Bap.) conducted the first religious services, in 1802. There are 2 churches in town Presb. and M. E.

WHEEL-ERS—was

was taken

off in 1843,

;

;

WOODHFEL.'—

was formed from Troupsburgh and Addison, Feb. 18, 1828. A part of
Rathbone was taken off in 1856. It is the central town upon the s. border of the co. Its surface
Tuscarora Creek,
is a hilly upland, a considerable portion of which is yet covered with forests.
flowing E. through the northerly part of the town, is the principal stream. The soil is a clayey and
We'^wllle, (Woodhull p.o.,) on Tusgravelly loam. Lumbering is carried on to some extent.
carora Creek, contains 3 churches and several manufacturing establishments. Pop. 215. Hed^esville contains 10 houses. The first settlement was made in 1805, by Stephen Dolson, Daniel
Johnson, Patrick Breakhill, Bethuel Tubbs, and Samuel B. Rice.^ The first church (Presb.) was
organized in 1830 and the Rev. Mr. Pomeroy was the first pastor. There are 4 churches in town.'
;

1 Its

name was from

former

Frederick Bartles.

—McMasters's

Hist. Steuben Co., p. 181.

"
Locally known as Wayne Hotel."
3 Enos.
Joseph, and James Silsbee, Abraham Ilendricks,
Joshua Smith, John Holdridge, Elijah Rej'nolds, and Ephraim
Tyler were among the early settlers. The first birth was that
of Elizabeth Wixson, Nov. 6, 1793; and the first marriage, that
of Ephraim Sanford, jr. and Julia HofT. Jas. Silsbee kept the
The first school was
first store, and Enos Silsbee the first inn.
taught by Nathaniel Frisbee, in 1797,
* The late settlement, of this town was
owing to the fact that
a large share of the land was owned in England and by heirs
under age. Among the first settlers were Fred. Hauber, Wm.
2

Burger, and Wm. Bray, from Delaware co., who came in 1.S23
and located near Rexville. John Wiley, Wm. Fisher, and Benj.
Wilks settled at Wileysville in 1849. Uriah Stevens taught the
Chas. Rexford kept the first inn, and Walter B.
first school
Olmsted the first store, at Rexville. John Wiley built the first
saw and grist mill, in 1849-50.
6 Named from Capt. Silas Wheeler, the first settler.
Capt.
Wheeler served during the Revolutionary AVar, and was at tlie
attack on Quebec and stood near Montgomery when he fell.
He was 4 times taken prisoner during the war. He died in
;

1828, at the age of 78.

Nathan Rose, Wm. Holmes, and Turner Gardner settled in
town in 1799 Col. Jonathan Barney and Thos. Aulls in 1800
Philip Murtle in 1802 and Otto F. Marshall, and others, named
Bear, Ferval, and Rifle, in 1803. William, son of Jonathan Barney, was born Nov. 1, ISOl, and died Pec. 1, 1S02,— the first birth
and death in town. Hon. Grattan H. Wheeler was a party to
*

;

;

;

the

first

marriage.

Capt. Wheeler built thefirst sawmill, in 1802;

and Geo. W. Taylor the

first gristmill, in 1803-04.
John Beala
liept the first inn, in 1820; and Cornelius Younglove, the first
The first school was taught by Uriel Chapin.
store, in 1835.
"
Capt. Wheeler's first trip to mill is worthy of record. There
'
were, at the time when he had occasion to go to mill,' thre^
institutions in the neighborhood where grinding was done, a'

—

the Friends' settlement, at Bath, and at Naples. The millstones
of Bath had suspended operations. there being nothing there
to grin-d, as was reported.
Capt. Wheeler made a cart, of which
the wheels were sawn from the end of a log of curly maple the
box was of corresponding architecture. He started for Naples
with two oxen attached to this vehicle. Two young men went
before the oxen with axes and chopped a road, and the clumsy
charlpt came floundering through the bushes behind, bouncing
over the logs and snubbing the stumps, like a ship working
through nn ice field. The first day they reached a point a little
beyond the present village of Prattsburgh, a distiince of six
miles from their starting point, and the second moored triumphantly at the mill at Naples." McMasters's Hist. Steuben Co., pp.

—

:

—

195-196.
'

Named

in

honor of Gen. Nathaniel Woodhull, of the Kevolu

tion.
8 Caleb Smith settled in the town in 1808.
The first birth
was that of Polly Smith: the first marriage, that of Levi Rice

and Cynthia Tubbs; and the first death, that of Benj. Tubbs.
Caleb Smith built the first gristmill, in 1805; Ichabod S. Leach
kept the first inn, and Josiah Tubbs the first store. The first
school was taught bv Abner Thomas.
9 2
Bap., Presb., and B.C.
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population,
Stock, Agricultural Products,
I

Names op Towns.

Dwellings, Families, Freeliolders,

and Domestic Manufactures, of Steuben

Schools,

County.

Live

SUFFOLK COUNTY.
This county^ was organized Nov. 1, 1083. It occupies the e. part
Long Island, embracing about two-thirds of its area, and
includes several smaller islands off the E. and N, coasts.
It is
centrally distant 138 mi, from Albany, and contains 1,200 sq. mi.
The E. extremity of the island is divided by Great and Little Pecouic
and Gardiners Bays into two narrow, unequal branches, between
which are Gardiners, Shelter, and Robins Islatids. A chain of islands
extends from the n. branch nearly to the Conn, shore.'* A beach composed of alluvial sand and shingle, broken only by occasional inlets,

of

s. shoreof the island,
enclosing several large, irregular bays,
the principal of which are Great South, Moriches, Shinnecock, and
Mecox Bays. " This great beach is a line of spits and islands. One

skirts the

is about 25 mi. long, with a breadth of a few hundred yards.
They are all narrow
and when above the reach of the surf they are covered by a labyrinth of hillocks of
drifted sand, imitating almost all the vaiuety of form which snow drifts possess after a storm."
The action of tiie waves and winds is gradually extending this beach. Off the s. coast the sea
50 mi. from the shore its depth nowhere exceeds 40 fathoms and sandbars at a
is very shallow
considerable distance from the beach approach so near the surface as to break the waves into a
The traveler along the beach is seldom out of sight of a wreck.' Irregular branches project
Burf.
inland from Long Island Sound, in the w. part of the co., and from the bays upon the s. and e.
The peninsulas and points thus formed are locally known as "necks." Upon the s. side of the

of the islands

and long

;

;

;

island these necks generally take the name of the stream e. of them. An irregulai range of hills
extends e. and w. through the co., a little n. of the center.
second range, commencing in
Brookhaven, extends into the s. branch of the island, terminating at Canoe Place and reappear-

A

ing farther e. as the Shinnecock Hills. Along the n. border of the co. the surface is somewhat
broken but in the s. it is very level. In the e. part are several fresh water lakes, and a few in
the central and w. parts, the principal of which is Lake Ronkonkoma, on the w. border of
;

The principal streams are Peconic River, in the e., and the Connecticut, in the
central part. The soil is generally a light, sandy loam, moderately fertile along the coasts but
in some parts the surface consists of almost sterile plains or barren sandhills. The interior of the
Brookhaven.

;

island,

from near the

foot of the hills to within

one or two mi. of South Bay,

is

occupied by the

''brush plains," which are sparsely inhabited and hardly susceptible of cultivation.
Thousands
of acres of these plains were burned over in 1844 and ^45 ; and a thin growth of scrub oak, 3 to 4
feet high, has since sprung up on the burned tract.*
Along the coast are extensive salt marshes.

No

native rock is found within this co. and the whole island, except a few rocks near Hellgate,
appears to belong to the drift formation or to have been formed as a strand of the sea. The
waters of the sea are slowly encroaching upon the land of the e. and n. parts.
The various branches of agriculture form the leading industrial pursuits.* Successful hus;

bandry in this CO. involves a large expenditure for fertilizers,® which to considerable extent are
obtained from the neighboring seas. Immense quantities of bony fish^ are caught for this pur1 Named from a co. in
England. From 1665 to 1683 this co.
formed the "East Riding of Yorkshire."
2 These islands
appear to have been separated from the mainland and from each other by tidal currents, which flow between
JV. Y. Geological Survey,
Mather.
them with great force.
3 From Nov.
1, 1S54, to June 28, 1857, 5 ships, 9 barks, 16 brigs,
25 schooners, and 9 sloops were wrecked, or in distress, oft' this
The Government has established 26 lifeboat stations
coast.
vipon the S. shore, (of which 19 are within this co.,) 1 on
Fisliers Island, 1 at Orient Point, and 2 upon the Sound. Each
station is furnished with boats, life-cars, mortars and rockets
for throwing lines, and at each a keeper is in constant attendance. Under the provisions of the act of Fob. 16,1787, "wreckmasters'''' are appointed by the Governor and Senate in and for
the several counties bordering upon the seashore. Of these
there are 15 in Suffolk co. It is their duty to render every
possible aid to distressed vessels. A project has recently been
formed of constructing a telegraph line from Blontauk Point to
Brooklyn, with stations along the beach, .so that intelligence
may be transmitted in season to admit of aid being sent to

—

vessels in distress.

—

* Some of these tracts are 8 to 10 mi.
long and 2 to t wide.
The fires destroyed not only the forest trees, but every vestige
of vegetation, and thousands of cords of wood
hundreds of
;

deer and other animals perished in them.
These lands are
valuable only for the timber upon them; and when that is
destroyed they become nearly worthless.
^ Corn and
potatoes are the leading agricultural exportations.
This CO. excels all others in the State in the amount of turnips
raised. Wheat is one of the principal crops.
8 The annual
expenditure of this co. for manures is nearly
about half as much as is expended for the same pur$200,000,
pose by all the rest of the State.
> The.se fish are the Alosa
menhaden, or "moss bunkers," and
are usually called " bunkers" or " skippaugs." They are caught

—

from May to Nov., in seines, in immense quantities; at a single
haul, a few years since, 1.4(10,000 were taken. They are sold at
an average price of $1 per M. They are usually strewn upon
the surface as a top dressing, or plowed under, but are sometimes rotted with earth, seaweed, and other articles in compost
The stench of these decaying fish is extremely unheaps.
pleasant and almost overi)owering to strangers.
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and are* used either alone or in connection with seaweed, stable manure, compost, guano,
Oysters and clams abound in the bays and seas around the island
ashes, and other fertilizers.
and the taking of these, and fishing, form the principal occupations of the inhabitants along the

pose,

;

From the first settlement of the co. considerable attention has been given to whaling.
This business was originally carried on in open boats from the shore ;^ but large vessels are now
sent upon long voyages to the Polar Seas.^ The preparation of "fish guano," and oil from
shore.

bunkers,^ shipbuilding, and brickmaking are the principal manufacturing interests of the co.*
At Fire Island, Greenport, and Orient, and at most of the villages along South Country Road are extensive hotels, especially fitted for the accommodation of families from New York City, great

numbers of whom spend the summer months at these public houses or in private families.
The county seat is located at Riverhead.^ The courthouse is a fine two story brick building,
situated near the depot, and contains the usual county offices, and accommodations for the sheriff's
The
is a two story stone octagonal building.
family.^ The jail, situated in rear of the courthouse,
The
co. has no poorhouse.''
is a fireproof brick building.
office
clerk's
county
The first regulation concerning public roads was adopted under authority of an act of General
Assembly passed in 1724, and was kept alive by repeated enactments. Commissioners apout 3 principal roads from w. to e. These were called
pointed by this authority about 1733 laid
the North, Middle, and South Country Roads, and upon them the principal villages and settlements are located. The project of opening a navigable communication between the bays upon
the s. shore of the island was recommended by Gov. Clinton in 1825, and was subsequently
The Long Island R. R. affords the princiauthorized by law, but was never carried into effect.^
the island.'
pal avenue of business through
the N. and s. shores with the r. r.

Seven newspapers are published in the
and 1 at Riverhead.*"

co.

Short stage routes connect the several villages along

;

2 at Greenport, 2 at Huntington, 1 at Sag Harbor,

1 at Patchogue,

When Long

Island

first

became known,

it

was inhabited by 13 tribes of Indians, of v-hich all
Of these the Montauks were the most numerous

but two resided wholly or in part in this co."

1 At
present 3 whaleboats at Mastic Point, 2 at Shinnecock, 6 at Southampton, and several at Bridgeliampton, East
Hampton, and Amaganset, are kept in constant readiness for
use upon tlie beach. They are mounted, bottom upward, upon
a staging, and are well supplied with oars, lances, harpoons, and

other necessary tackle. Buring the winter and spring months
a lookout is kept, and when a whale appears a signal rallies the
neighboihood to the chase. A year seldom passes without one
prize and some years half a dozen are captured.
2 Tlio
whaling interests of this co. received a severe check upon
the discovery of gold in California. Many whaleships were fitted
out for tile trade with that region, and upon the reaction that
followed were sold. The number of whaleships now belonging
to the CO. is 33 and the greatest number at any one time (in
1845-47) was 88.
3 The manufactories of fish
guano and oil are in Southold and
upon Shelter Island, and on Napeague Beach. The fish are
heated by steam, and the oil is extracted by hydrostatic presses.
The residue is dried and ground for guano. Forty tons of fish
yield 9 tons of guano and 840 gals, of oil. It is claimed by many
that this manufactured article possesses all the valuable properties of the Peruvian guano.
;

Frothingham's Long Island Herald was established at Sag
Harbor May 10, 1791, by David Frotliingham. In 1802
it was sold to Sellick Osborn, and changed to
The Suffolk County Herald. It was sold in Feb. 1804, to Alden
10

Spooner, and its name was changed to
Suffolk Gazette, and In Feb. 1811, it was discontinued.
Suffolk Co. Recorder was established at Sag Harbor Oct. 19,
1816, by Sam'l. A. Seabury. In 1817 it was changed to
The American Eagle; 2 years afterward it was discontinued.
was started at Sag Harbor Aug. 3, 1822, by
Corrector
Tlie

The
The

H. W. Hunt, and is now published by Alex. Hunt.
was commenced at Sag
Harbor in Sept. 1826, by Sam'l Phillips. In Sept. 1S44,
it was removed to Greenport, where it is now published
by S. Phillips & Son.
The Suffolk Times was started at Greenport in Aug.
1*57, by John J. Riddell, its present publisher.
The. American Eagle was established at Huntington in 1S21 by
Sam'l A. Seabury. In May, 1825, it was changed to
The Long Island Journal of Philosophy and Cabinet of Variety,
(mo.,) pub. by Sam. Fleet. In 1827 it was changed to
The Portico, and was discontinued in 1829.
* Salt was
formerly made from seawater at Sag Harbor. An The Liong Islander was started at Huntington in July,
extensive business was formerly carried on in cutting wood and
1838, by Walter Whitman, and is now published by
Geo. H. Shepard.
shipping it to the New York market. Spafford, in his Gazetteer
of 1823, says that a great portion of the fuel consumed in the The Siiffolh Democrat was started Feb. 17, 1847, .at
Huntington, and is now published by Edward Strahan.
city was furnished by the pine plains, and that 100,000 cords were
annually sent from Brookhaven. Since the fires of 1844 and '45 The Suffolk Gazette was commenced at Riverhead in Aug. 1849.
has
IS months it was removed to Sag Harbor. In
wood
been
After
little
but
exported.
6 A small two story frame
Dec. 1854, it was brought back to Riverhead, and was
building, erected In 1725, served for
soon after discontinued.
both a courthouse and jail. The first court of Oyer and TerThe Suffolk Herald was established at Patchogue Aug.
miner under the State Government was held Sept. 4, 17*^7.
6 This building was erected in 1854 and '55, at a cost of S17,800.
14. IS-'iS, liy Van Zandt & Co. its present publishers.
The committee appointed to superintend its erection were Sam'l The Suffolk tjnlou was started at Riverhead in 1859 by
B. NicoU, Wm. R. Post, and Sylvester Miller. By an act passed
Washington Van Zandt.
April 9, 1813, the clerk of this co. was authorized to establi-sh The Sag Harbor Express was commenced in 1859,
his office in two places, and to appoint a deputy to have charge
by
11 These tribes were the " Canarsees," occupying Kings co. and
of one. The records migrated between Islip and Southold, and
were kept many years at Smithtown. The records of wills in this a part of Jamaica; the •' Rockaways," the country about Rockrecords
The
of
the
of
General
court
CO. extend back to 1669.
away and parts of Jamaica and Newtown the "Muttinecocks,"
Sessions and Common Pleas have been sepaiately recorded since the w. side of the island, from Flushing to the E. line of Hunting1723.
ton; the" Msse/juogs," the country from the E. line of Hunting"
I Most of the towns have poorhouses, at which co. paupers are ton to
Stony Brook; the Setaukets," that from Stony Brook to
co.
all the N. branch of the island
for
at
the
expense.
provided
Wading River; the "Corchogues,"
"
8 The
Long Island Canal Company, chartered April 8, 1848, E. of WadingRiver; the Merecokes" nM '•Mureapeques," thecouuwas authorized to effect what in substance was emliraced in try upon the s. side of the islands w. of Suffolk co.; the-Lecatogues,"
De Witt Clinton's plan, viz. communication between Gravesend, the country from the w. line of the co. to the E. part of Islip;
Jamaica, Great South, Southampton, and Mecox Bays, and across the "Pntchogues." from the E. line of Islip to the w. part of South
Canoe Place.
ampton the Sliinnccocks," the country around Canoe Place,
* The road was
opened to Farmington Oct. 15, 1841, to Yai> and tlienceE. to East Hampton; the "Montauks," thut ure now
included in the town of East Hampton; and the "Manhas.iels,"
hank June 26, 1842, and to Greenport July 29, 1844.
occupying Shelter Island. Of all theaa tribae there now remain

The Republican "Watchman

;

,

.

;

:

''

:
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and powerful

G33

and the consent of Wyandance,^ their grand sachem, vraa necessary to the validity
of all Indian grants of that date upon the island. The earliest settlement within the co. "was
made in 1639, on Gardiners Island, under title derived from James Farrett, agent of the Earl
of Stirling, to whom a grant of the whole of Long Island had been made by the Plymouth Com;

Southold and Southampton were settled in 1640, Easthampton in 1648, Shelter Island in
1652, Huntington in 1653, Brookhaven in 1655, and Smithtown in 1668, by English immigrants
from New England. These settlers were strongly imbued with Puritan doctrines and piously
pany.^

They naturally sought alliance with the adjacent New
they were warmly attached, and with whom they were closely united
until they were brought under the government of New York.
Among the first measures taken by
the colonists was the establishment of religious worship and schools, which in most of the towns

devoted

to

England

their strict observance.*

colonies, to

whom

These were commonly supported by tax, often
or second year of settlement.
and sometimes coupled with privileges and grants that are still recognized.
The patents granted by the New York governors created corporations, with municipal powers
and privileges which were liberal for that period. These have never been changed, and are still
The rights were of two classes, one belonging to all who might gain a residence and
valid.
citizenship within the town, and the other pertaining only to the persons named in the patents
and their heirs at law. During the Revolution most of the inhabitants of the co. warmly espoused
the cause of the colonists but after the battle of Long Island the British ascendency was comSeveral bold and
plete, and few opportunities occurred for assisting in the popular movement.
successful incursions were made by partisan corps but the armed occupation of the island was at
no time interrupted.* During the latter part of the War of 1812 an English fleet was stationed
The history of the co. from that day to
off the eastern coast but few depredations were committed.
date from the

first

levied in kind,

—

;

;

;

the present

is

only the record of the industrial pursuits of a thriving people.

BROOKIIATEllV —was

incorp. by patent, under Gov. Nicoll, March 13, 1666, with the usual
Dec. 27, 1686, the patent was confirmed by Gov. Dongan, and exand
of
a
f
township
privileges
tended privileges were granted.® It was recognized as a town March 7, 1788. It occupies the entire

width of Long Island, near the center of the co. e. and w. It has 20 mi. of coast on Long Island Sound,
21 on South Bay, and above 30 on Fire Island, which skirts the whole s. coast. Patchogue and Bellport Bays, upon the s. coast, are branches of Great South Bay and Old Mans Harbor and Port Jefferson, Conscience, Setauket, and Flax Pond Bays, are indentations upon the n. coast from L. I. Sound.
The principal capes upon the n. coast are Cranes Neck, Old Field Point,' Little Neck,^ Dyers Neck,'
Mount Misery, and Rocky Point. A range of low hills extends across the n. part of the town but
elsewhere the surface is level. The principal streams are Peconic River, in the e.
part, and the Con;

;

There are several fresh water ponds of great depth and purity in the town,
The soil along the coast, both upon Long Island Sound and South
Bay, is a moderately fertile, light, sandy loam, and in the interior it is generally unproductive.
Along the streams near their mouths are numerous salt meadows. Port Jeflersoil^" (p. v.) is
situated at the head of Port Jefferson Bay, on the n. coast.
It has a good harbor, and
necticut, in the central.

many

of which have no outlet.

shipbuilding

is

largely carried on." Pop. 1,247.

Setauket,

on the bay of the same name, contains 2
Stony Brooli.,^^ (p-v.,) near the line of
town) of 542. Mt. Sinai," (p. v.,) on Old

(p. v.,)

churches and 4 shipyards and has a pop. of 1,136.
Smithtown, contains 1 church and has a pop. (in this

Mans Harbor, has

a pop. of 276,

Millers Place,^*

but a few individuals in Islip and Broolvliaven, about 200 at
Sliinnecock, and 5 families on Montauk Point. Tiiey have lost
knowledge of their language, using only the English, and aro
intelligent and civilized. They have intermarri-ed to a considerable extent with negroes, and are probably of more than half Afall

rican blood.
i
Wyandance died in 1659, and the Montauk Indians afterward
became tributary to the Narragansetts.
- This
grant was mafleep,1635, and, at the request of Charles I,
Farrett was appointea for Ijpit in 1G37. Hough's Nantucket

—

J'apprs, IS.
8 Most of the

thouse

'

and only allowed

the^*'i.o participate in their privileges

upon

careful examination of character and motive.
*
15y the act of May 6, 1784, the sum of £10,000 was levied
"
upon this CO. as a hack tax" for defraying expenses incurred in
tlie wars.
6
Capt. John Tucker, Dan'l Lane, Kichard Woodliull, Henry
Perring, and John Jenner were named trustees in this patent.
Patents, I, 81, Sec. Office.

Rocky Point,

and S^vezys

6 This instrument
provided that 7 trustees shonid be annually
whom the legal ownership of tlie property of tlie town
should be vested. John Palmer, Richard Woodiuill, Snmuel
Eburne, Andrew Gibb, Wm. S itterlee, Thos. Jenner, and Thos.
Helme were named as the first trustees.
"
' The Indian name of this
point was Co-md-i-co."
8 Called
by the Indians ^^ Mi-nas-se-roke."
" Its Indian name was
•'Poquott."
10
Formerly Pnown as '^Drowned Meadoiu," and called "So-was-

elected, in

sett"
11

towns wese, palous of the admission of strangers,

(p-o.,)

by the Indians.
There are 5 shipyards upon the

E. side

of the harbor,

and 3

upon the w.
12

"
by the "Indians Wopmvag." The great quantities of
found near the banks indicate that this was a favorite

Called

shells

residence of the natives.
11 Culled
by the Indians "Non-o-wau-tuck." Old Mans Harbor
is also called Mt. Sinai Harbor.
1* Named from
Andrew, sou of John Miller, one of the pioneers
of East Hampton.
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liaildin^

are hamlets on the coast of

Long Island Sound.

Patchogue^

(p. v.) is situated

on

It contains 4 churches, an academy, and manufacPatchogue Bay, in the s. w. part of the town.
tories of twine, paper, cotton, ropes, and flour.
Pop. 1,562. Heliport, (p. v.,) on the w. side
of Belleport Bay, contains 1 church and an academy.
Shipbuilding is carried on to a considerable
extent. Pop. 383.
Polnt,^ (p. o.,) in the s. w. part, is a hamlet. Fire Place, (p. v.,)

Blue

on Belleport Bay, contains 1 church and about 35 houses Moriches,' 4 churches and 50 houses
Ea^t IHoriclies, (p. v.,) 40 houses and "West Moriches (Moriches p. o.) and Seatuck,
hamlets, are situated near the coast of East Bay. Yapliank.,* (p. v.,) a station on the Long
Island R. R., containing 3 churches and 35 houses, and Soiitli Haven, (p. v.,) containing 1
church and 20 houses, are situated on Connecticut River. Mastic^ is a hamlet on Mastic Rirer.
;

;

;

containing 2 churches, Selden, (p. o.,) 1 church, IVew Tillag'e,
Coran],^ (Cor-um,) (p. o.,) are hamlets in the central part; and
containing 1 church, and Manorville,^ (p. o.,) are hamlets in the e. part. Center

Middle Island,
(p. 0.,) 1

(p. o.,)

Wamp-

church, and

missic,'

Moriches

ff arerly,

and Medford, are hamlets and r. r. stations. The town
upon a small farm purchased in 1817 at a cost of $900. The
lighthouse on Old Field Point was built in 1823 and another on Fire Island, near Fire Island
The first settlement was made at Setauket,^" in 1655, by a colony of imInlet, was built in 1858.*
migrants from near Boston, Mass." The land was bought from the Setauket Indians, and the sale
confirmed by a release from Wyandance, Sachem of Montauk. This settlement was received under
the government of Conn, in 1661, and Richard Woodhull and Thos. Pierce were appointed magisThe tract of land between Islip and Bellport, extending to the center
trates by the General Court.
of the island, was purchased of the natives by John Winthrop in 1666, and the title confirmed
March 29, 1680." Col. Wm. Smith purchased Little Neck, Oct. 22, 1686, and an extensive tract

poorhouse

is

is

a p.

o.

located near Coram,

;

of Connecticut River, extending northward to the center of the co., in May, 1691." Fort St.
George, a strongly fortified British post on South Bay, was surprised and taken by a party of 80
men, under Maj. Tallmadge, Nov. 21, 1780. They crossed Long Island Sound from Conn., landing
E.

Old Mans Harbor, marched to Coram, where they destroyed a large amount of forage, and then
which they captured without the loss of a man. Over 50 men were made prison-

at

to Fort St. George,

and a large amount of property was destroyed.''* Gen. Woodhull,^* Pres. of the Second and
Third Provincial Congresses, Gen. Wm. Floyd, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence,
Col. Richard Floyd,'® and Maj. Wm. H. Smith, were residents, and Maj. Benj. Tallmadge was a
In the infancy of the settlement a building was erected at Setauket, which
native, of this town.
served the double purpose of a townhall and church." There are now 26 churches in town."

ers,

EAST HAMPTOIV—was

incorp. by patent, under Gov. NicoU, March 13, 1666," and conby Gov. Dongan, Dec. 9, 1686. It was recognized as a town March 7, 1788. It lies at the e.
extremity of Long Island, s. of Gardners Bay and Long Island Sound, and includes Gardiners Island,
lying N. of the mainland. The e. part consists of a narrow peninsula, to which the name, Montauk,
is applied.
Upon the n. coast are several large bays, some of them nearly landlocked. The principal of these are Northwest, Three Mile, Acabonac, and Napeague Harbors, and Fort Pond Bay.

firmed

In the central and w. parts the surface
Named from

1

the "Po-chough" Indians,

who

is

mostly level or gently undulating

inhabited this

region.
2 Called

"
by the Indians Man-oio-tuss-quott," an important
oyster bed in Great South Bay, in this vicinity.
8 An Indian
name, pronounced Mo-rich-es. Great quantities
of fish and wild fowl are sent from this vicinity to the New

York market.
*
Yaphank is the Indian name of a small tributary of the
The place was originally called " Millviile," and

Connecticut.
"

afterward BrookJUM."
6 This name is applied to a considerable tract of land W. of the
river, formerly occupied by the Poos-pa-tucli Indians, a tribe
Parts of this tract were known as
subject to the Pochoughs.
"
"
"
Sa-bo-nock,"
Ne-com-maclc,"
Coos-j)u-tus," ^^Pa-ter-qitos,"
"
"
Unco-hovg," and Mat-te-mny."
6 Named from an Indian chief.
7 This name was
given by the Indiana to a swamp in the
vicinity.

"
Formerly called St. George's Manor."
This lighthouse is 150 ft. high and 166 ft. above the sea, and
furnished with a French flashing lens apparatus of superior

8

9
is

quality.

;

but along the coast

Woolley, Akerly, Combs, Waring, Mapes, Thorp, Eburne, Brewster, Poole, Sharpe, Burnet, Helmo, Garlick, Moger, Pierce, and
Ware. Many of these names are still common on the island.
By a vote of the inhabitants, taken .Tuly 13, 1687, the tnistees
of the town were directed to establish a school, and Francis
Williamson was employed as a teacher, at a salary of £30 per
annum. The first mill was erected at Stony Brook, in 1690.
Thompsrin's Hist. Long Island, 2d Ed., 1, 408.
12 A
great part of this tract was divided into 36 prizes, and
disposed of by lottery for £12,000 in June, 1758.
13 These
purchases were confirmed Oct. 9, 1693, tinder the
" Manor
title of the
of St. George," which included all the town
as then founded e. of the Connecticut. A large proportion of
is
still
owned
this tract
by the descendants of Col. Smith.
H Washington's Writings, VII; J^^^'-^al of Congress, Dec. 6,
Hist.
1780; Thompson's
Long Is}^^^. ^.u
16 Gen. WoodhuU fell in the ba
"^^ ^ Long Island, Sept. 1776,
ariJc's Rev. Inc.
and was buried in this town. Orii.
18 The lands of Col. Richard Floyd lowted in this town were
confiscated by the British.
1' The
early pastors of the church at Setauket were Revs. Nathaniel Brewster, in 1655, Geo. Phillips, in 1697, David Youngs,

—

—

Then called " Cromwell Bay."
in 1745, Benj. Tallmadge, in 1754, Noah Wetmore, in 1786, and
The family names of these settlers were Woodhull, Haw- Zachariah Greene, in 1797.
2 Af. M. E.. Bap.
18 9 M.
kins, Whitehaire, Jenner, Perring, Gibb, Satterlee, Biggs,
E., 8 Presb., 4 Cong., 2 Prot E.,
i» The trustees named in the patent were John Mulford, Tliog.
Tooker, Rogers, Fancy, Longbothaiu, Lane, Floyd, Muncy,
Jeremiah
Thomas
Concklyn. Stephen Hedges,
Chatfield,
Seward, Wade, Sayler, Smith, Avery, Dayton, Davis, Frost, Baker,
T omaS) Baylis, Thomson, Ward, Roe, Budd, Brooks, Williams, Thos. Osborne, sr., and John Osborne.— PuJen^s, /, 81, Sec. Office
10
11
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upon the s. is a belt of low, shifting sand ridges; and the e. part is broken by low, irregular hills,
some of which attain an elevation of 100 ft. above the sea. Near the coast in the s. part of the
town and upon the peninsula are several fresh water ponds. The principal of these are Great,*
Fort,^ Oyster, Hook, and Georgica Ponds; and their outlets have been closed by sandbars or a
beach.
Upon the main portion of the peninsula of Moutauk the soil is fertile, but its neck is a
barren, sandy waste. In the w. part the soil is a light, sandy loam and is kept highly fertile by tlie
use of manures. Stock raising forms the leading occupation and to that pursuit Gardners Island'
and ]\Iontauk Point are exclusively devoted. A tract of about 9000 acres, embracing the entire >;,
portion of the town, is devoted wholly to pasturage. It is owned by a company, incorp. as tenants in
common, whose affairs are managed by a board of 7 trustees elected annually.* Twelve trustees are
chosen annually, to whom are committed the management of the town commons, the meadow beaches,
and the waters within the bays, the privileges of which are enjoyed by all citizens. A town poorhouse is located on a small farm about 2 mi. w. of East Hampton Village. Lighthouses are located
upon Cedar Island, at the entrance of Sag Harbor,^ at the n. extremity of Gardiners Island, and upon
Montauk Point.® £ast Hampton, (p. v.,) about 1 mi. from the beach, in the s. w. pai-t of the
town, has 2 churches,' an academy,^ 2 windmills, and about 70 houses. Aniagaiisett, (p. v.,) a
;

scattered village about 2 mi. e. of East

Hampton, contains 1 church. Pop. 270. Sprin§^s, (p. o.,)
near Acabonac Harbor, and "Walnscott, in the s. w. corner of the town, are hamlets. Sag Harbor' (p. V.) is partly in this town. The first settlement in this town, and the first English settlement

was made on Gardiners Island in 1639, by Lyon Gardiner.^" Settlement in the w. part
tovmwas commenced in 1648, upon lands purchased of the Montauk Indians, by a company
The
of English families from Lynn, Mass." The government of the colony was purely democratic.
people met in "General Court" and enacted laws, appointed civil and ministerial officers, and acted
in the Sta^e,

of the

upon appeals from the decisions of their magistrates. Three magistrates,^^ a recorder, a secretary,
and a constable were annually elected. Lands were allotted to individuals, and could not be
alienated without the approval of the General Court. In Dec. 1653, they adopted the laws of Conn. ;
and from 1657 to 1667 they were united with that colony.^^ The inhabitants sided with the colonists
in the disputes which led to the Revolution. In June, 1775, an "Association" favoring the measures
of the Continental Congress was formed, and its articles were signed by every male inhabitant

capable of bearing arms." Piev. Thomas James, the
There are now 4 churches in town.^®

first

pastor in the town, settled in 1651.*"

HIJKTIIVGTOIV—was incorp. by patent, under Gov. Nicoll, Nov. 30, 1666." The patent
was renewed Aug. 2, 1688, and again Oct. 5, 1694. It was r<3cognized as a town March 7, 1788, at
which time Eatons Neck and Crab Meadow were annexed. The w. line was established Feb. 17,
"
1 Called
by the Indians Quaw-no-ti-wock." This pond contains 500 acres.
"
2 The Indian name of this
jxjnd is Konh-hong-a-nok." It lies
8. of Fort Pond Bay, and nearly divides the isthmus.
"
"
3 Called
the
Indians
Mon-clio-nock," or Ma-shong-o-muc,"
by
and mentioned in early records as the '•Isle of Wiglit." It contains 3,300 acres.
* This tract
originally belonged to the Montank Indians, and
was conveyed by them to the colonists of East Hampton, Feb.
11, 1661, the natives reserving to themselves the right of living
upon and using so much of it as they might need. Its ownerThe lands were
ship was vested in the colonists in person.
represented at first by 40 shares, valued at £-10 each, and were
intrusted to the management of the trustees of the town. The
"
shares are now divided into eighths," of which 36 have been

izing the Board of Regents of the University. This academy and
Erasmus Hall, in Flatbush, were incorp. the same day, and are
the oldest legally organized academic institutions in the State.
9 See
page 638.
10 This island was
purchased from Jas. Farrett, agent of tho
Earl of Stirling, March 10, 1639. Elizabeth Gardner born upon
the island, Sept. 14, 1641 was the fir.st child of English parents
born within the present limits of this State. The pirate, Kidd,
visited the island in 1699 and buried a quantity of gold, silver,
and jewels, which were afterward recovered by commissioners
sent from Boston for that purpose. A piece of cloth of gold presented by Capt. Kiild to Mrs. Gardiner is still preserved.
11 This
purchase was made by the Governors of Conn, and New
Haven for the colonists, and was conveyed to them the following
year. The tract emVjraced an area of about 30,000 acres and tho
These value of the articles given in exchange for it was £30 is. 8ti. The
purchased by the corporation and extinguished.
eighths are now worth $3.50 to $400 each. The tract is divided Indians reserved the right of fishing, hunting, and of taking
" the
fat- shells for wampum upon the lands sold, and the right to the
is
reserved
for
into large inclosures, of which
field"
tening stock. Every share entitles its possessor to the privi- fins and tails of drift whales.
" the season" 48
12 The first
14
to
adof
for
of
them
be
cattle,
pasturing
magistrates were John Mulford, Robt. Bond, and
lege
mitted to"' the field." Ahorse is rated as 2 " beasts," (cattle.) Thos. Baker.
1^ The first school was
and 7 sheep as one. " The season" is fixed by the trustees, and
taught by Chas. Barnes, who received
generally lasts from June 1 to Oct. 20. About 1400 cattle and a salary of £30 per annum. He was succeeded in 1663 by Peter
1100 sheep are annually kept within these inclosures. Five Benson.
14 .lohn
Indian tamilies reside upon the tract, who own 50 shares and
Chatfield, Col. Abram Gardiner, Burnet Miller, Rev.
are entitled to the keeping of 50 cattle. These privileges are Sam'l Buell, Thomas Wickham, and 248 ofhen.— Hedge' s 200<^
Anniversarji Address. In Jan. 1777, the enemyjbaving armed ocusually hired of them for $200 per annum.
6 Cedar Island Lighthouse
cupation of the island, required the inhabitants to sign a counter
(built in 1839) is 34 ft. high.
6 Montauk Lighthouse, on Turtle Hill, is 85 ft. high, and 160 declaration, as the condition of their remaining in quiet occupafeet above the leTel of the sea. It was built in 1795, at a cost tion of their houses. This declaration was signed by 150, of whom
117 had signed the former paper.— 3tSS. Statt Cihrari/.
of $22,500.
16 The
' The vane
upon this church bears the dates of 1649 and 1717,
succe-eding pastors of the same church were Nathaniel
as those of the first settlement of the village and the erection of Huntting, in 1699, Sam'l Buell, in 1746, Lyman Beecher, in 1799,
and Ebenezer Phillips, in 1810.
the church edifice.
16 2 M.
8 Clinton
E., Presb., and Af M. E.
Academy was founded in 1784, and incorp. by the
17 The trustees named in the patent were Jonas Wood, Wm.
regents Nov. 17, 1787. A petition of the trustees of tliis institution suggested to the legislature the propriety of a general Leverige, Robt. Seeley.John Ketcham, Thos. Skidnmre, Isaac
•FStem of supervision, and led to the enactment of the law organ- Piatt, Thos. Joues, and Thos. Wicks. J'atents, I, 63, Seo. Offica.

—

—

;

—
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1787, and Lloyds Neck was set off to Oyster Bay in 1788. This is the w. to%vn of the co. It estenda
across the island, and has 10 mi. of coast on Long Island Sound and 6 on Great South Bay. It

Oak Island Beach, and Cedar and several smaller islands in Great
deeply indented by Huntington Bay, from which Lloyds Harbor
Huntington Harbor to the s., and Northport Bay to the e. Centerport and

also includes about half of

The

South Bay.

n. shore is

extends to the w,,

Harbors branch off upon the s. of the latter bay, and two smaller arms upon the n. w.
and Batons^ Necks are peninsulas formed by these bays and harbors. Groups of low
hills extend through the center, and the surface 2 to 3 mi. from the Sound is broken
but elsewhere it
is comparatively level.
The soil in the n. and s. is fertile; but in the interior it is unproductive.
The industrial pursuits are various whaling, fishing, and taking oysters and clams are some of the
leading occupations. Shipbuilding and manufactures receive considerable attention. At the annual
election 7 trustees are chosen, to whose care the management of the town property is committed.'^
The town poorhouse is located near Huntington Tillage. A lighthouse was built upon the point
of Batons Neck in 1798.' Huiitin^on, (p. v.,) near the head of Huntington Harbor, contains 5
churches, a flourishing union school,* 2 printing oflSces, and a limited number of manufacturing
establishments.* Pop. 1,328. Cold Spring/ (Cold Spring Harbor p.o.,) on the e. side of Cold
Spring Harbor, contains 3 churches, 2 shipyards, a woolen factory, and other manufactories. Considerable whaling business is carried on from this port.^ Pop. 602. IVoi'lliport^ (p. v.) is on the e.
side of Northport Harbor.
Shipbuilding is here largely carried on. Pop. 430. Cent erport®
{p. V.) contains 1 church and 142 inhabitants; and Vernon Valley^" (p. v.) 1 church and 100
inhabitants. Babylon, (p. v.,) near Great South Bay, contains 2 churches and has a pop. of 470.
This is a favorite resort for hunting and fishing parties. Amity ville," (p. v.,) in the s. w. part,
contains 1 church and has a pop. of 304 Deer Park, (p. v.,) a station on the Long Island R. R.,
contains 12 houses; Melville,^Mn the w.part,l church and 108 inhabitants; andComac, (Commack p. 0.,) in the e. part, 2 churches and 121 inhabitants. West Hills, (p. o.,) containing 1
church, and Dlx Hills, (p. o.,) are hamlets on the Smithtown turnpike. Settlement began near
the N. coast, in 1053, by a company from Sandwich, Mass." In IGGO the settlement was received
under the government of Conn. and in 1663 deputies were elected to the General Court at Hartford.
Upon the English conquest, in 1664, the town came reluctantly under the government of New
York. During the Revolution, companies of tories were stationed here, and many outrages were
committed upon those friendly to the independence of the colonies. There are 22 churches in town."
N'orthport

th-eat, Little,

;

;

;

;

—

ISIjIP^^ was first recognized as a town by the Colonial Government, Nov. 25, 1710, and by
the State Legislature March 7, 1788.^^ It lies w. of the center of the co., and extends from the
s. coast to the middle of the island it has a coast of about 18 mi. on Great South Bay, and includes
;

Cap Tree, Oak, and

several other islands off the

s.

coast.

Numerous narrow

inlets

from Great South

the coast into distinct "necks," of which there are 35 within the limits of the town. The
Connetquot River, and Sam-pa-wams or Thompsons Creek, are the principal streams. The surface

Bay divide

except in the n. part, where it is hilly. The brush plains occupy all the central portion andnear the coast are extensive salt meadows. Upon a tract extending along the bay, and varying in
width from one to three miles, the soil is fertile. This part of the town is thickly settled but the remainder is almost uninhabited. The keeping of the town poor is let to the lowest bidders. Penataquit," (p. V.,) near the coast, contains 1 church and has a pop. of 292 Islip, (p. v.,) 2 mi. e.
of Penataquit, contains 3 churches and about 70 houses. Midroadrille, containing 40 houses,
and Sayville, (p. v.,) containing 2 churches and 822 inhabitants, are in the s. E. part. Lake-

is level,

;

;

;

8
1 Named from Gov.
Formerly called "Great Oow Barbrrr."
Eaton, of New Haven, by whom it was
B
Formerly called "Little Cow Harbor."
purchased of the Indians in 1646. The names "Eatons Manor"
"
" Formerly " West Neck."
10
e.nA"Gardinert Neck" have been applied to it.
Formerly Eed-Hook."
" Sun12
2 The ferry from this town to Norwalk, Conn., which hag been
Formerly "&«6et Hollow;" called by the Indiana
maintained from an early period, ie under the control of these quams."
13 The names of some of the families
the inhabittrustees. Under their patent which isatillin force
residing in the town at the
ants claim the exclusive right of taking oysters and clams in date of Nicoll's Patent were Titus, Wood, Brush, Green, Wickes,
Most of the Jones, Kogers, Todd, Scudder, Skidmore, Chichester, Whitson,
the waters within the jurisdiction of the town.
public lands were sold in 1853, and the proceeds invested, to meet Bagly, Meggs, Mathews, Darling, Baldwin, Harnett, Ludlum,
the ordinary expenses of the town. About 3,000 acres were sold, Adams, Smith, Houldsworth, Cranfield, Soper, French, Foster,
at .4.^.40 per acre.
Piatt, Jarvis, Powell. Cory, Leverich, Williams, Westcote, Lynch,
^This lighthouse is 56 ft. high and 138 ft. above tide. It was Benedict, Conkling. Strickling, Tredwell, Porter, Wheeler, Seeley,
and Ketcham. The first school was established in 1657.
built at a cost of $9,500.
1* 10 M.
This school has an endowment of $7,400, bequeathed by NaE., 4 Presb., 2 Meth. Prot., Bap., Prot. E., Union,
thaniel Potter.
Univ., R. C. and Af. M. E.
16 Named from
5 E. C. Prime established a thimble factory at this place in 1837.
Islip, Oxfordshire, Eng.
16 This act
Ten or 12 men are constantly emploj'ed. and 5 to 6 gross of gold
empowered the inhabitants of the district "on the
and silver thimbles are made daily. There is a wind sawmill in s. side of Long Island, from the westermost limits of the land
of Thos. Willett to the eastermost part of the lands of William
this place, erected in 1825.
« Called
NicoU, near Blue Point," to elect town ofBcers.
by the natives ''Nach-aqua-tuck."
17 This name was
7
with
an
to
this
are
5
given by the Indians to a small stream in the
nggrewhaling vessels,
Belonging
port

—

I^Bte

of 2,129 tons.

—

neighborhood.

The

village

was formerly called "Jilechanicsville."
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lailtr (p. V.) is a station on the L. I. R. R., s. of LakeRonkonkoma. Pop. 215. TliUliipNons Station (p. 0.) and IVortll Islip (Suffolk Station p. o.) are stations on the Long Lshmd R. R.
Itlodern Times is a place of about 20 houses, in the central part.'^ The Patchogue Indians were
the original occupants of that part of the town e. of Connetquot River, and the Sccatogues, or Secatokets, of that part w. of the river.
large tract of territory, w. of the Connetquot, was purchased
liy Wm. Nicoll, Nov. 29, 1683, and that part e. of the same stream by Olof, Philip, and Stephen Van

A

Cortlandt, June 1, 1703.' During the Revolution the inhabitants were in a constant state of alarm
by the frequent passing of British troops to and from New York City. There are 10 churches in town.^
was formed from Southold, March 13, 1792. It lies upon the n. side of
the island, between Brookhaven and Southold, and has 16^ mi. of coast upon Long Island Sound.
Peconic River and Great Peconic Bay form the s. boundary, and Wading River* a part of the w.
The surface in the s. part is level, but in the n. it is hilly. The shore is lined with high and precipitous bluffs of clay and hardpan. The soil is light and sandy, and in most parts but moderately
The poorhouse is located on a farm of 45 acres. Riverliead, (p. v.,) an important
fertile.

RIVHRHEAD—

I. R. R., is situated on Peconic River at the head of boat navigation.
It is the
and contains the co. buildings, 3 churches, a seminary,® and several manufactories.'
Pop. 813, 723 in Riverhead and 90 in Southampton. From Riverhead e. to the line of Southold, a
distance of about 6 mi. upon the "South Road," is a continuous settlement, which has received at

station on the L.

county

seat,

—

names F pper Aquebog'ue, (p. o.,) Old Aqucbog'ue, (Jamesport p, o.,)
and Franklinville, (West Suffulk p. o.) Old Aquebogue and Franklinville are stations on the
L. I. R. R. Jamesport® is situated about one-half mi. s. of Old Aquebogue, on Great Peconic
Bay, and contains 1 church pop. 148. IVorf liTille, (Success p. o.,) in the n. e. part, contains 1
church and 35 houses Baiting flollow, (p. o.,) in the n. part, in a scattered settlement, has 2
churches and 'Wading' River, (p. v., ) on stream of same name, 1 church and 25 houses. Settlement began at Riverhead, in 1690, by John Griffing and others. There are 10 churches in town.^
different places the

;

;

;

SHEL.TER ISLiAl^D^"—was incorp. by patent, under Gov. Nicoll, May 31, 1666;" but its
government was united with that of Southold until 1730. It was recognized as a town March 7, 1788.
It lies between the two peninsulas which form the E. extremity of Long Island, and embraces an area
of over 8,000 acres. The island is very irregular; upon all sides jutting headlands extend out into
the surrounding waters, and branching bays penetrate into the interior. The principal of these
inlets are Coecles,

West Neck, and Deerings Harbors. The

surface

is hilly,

and the

soil fertile.

Grain

raising and sheep husbandry form the principal agricultural pursuits. Guano and oil are manufactured in considerable quantities from bony fish caught in the neighboring waters. There is a
gristmill near the center of the island. Slielter Island is a p. o., centrally located. This
island was the ancient residence of the Manhassett Indians. It was purchased for the Earl of Ster-

wind

by Jas. Farrett, and was afterward sold to Stephen Goodyear, of New Haven. In 1651 it was
purchased by Nathaniel and Constant Sylvester, Thos. Middleton, and Thos. Rowe.^^ The first
settlement was made in 1652. The first church edifice was built in 1743."

ling

S3IITHTOWJV"—was
1788.

7,

It lies

organized by patent, March 25, 1677, and recognized as a town March
n. side of the island, between Huntington and Brookhaven.
Stony
Harbors, extending far inland, are separated by the Nissequague Neck.

upon the

Brook and Nissequague
Nissequagne River, emptying

into the harbor of the same name, divides the town into two nearly
equal parts. The surface is considerably broken and hilly. The soil is a light, sandy loam in the
s. part, and a
clayey loam along the Sound. Tlie Branch, (Smithtown Branch p. o.,) on Branch
Brook, near the center of the town, contains 2 churches and 35 houses Smitbtown,^* (p. v.,) on
Nissequague River, 20 houses ; and St.
ville, (St. James p. o.,) at the head of Stony Brook
;

1

Harbor,

church and 25 houses.

James
Fresh Pond is

a p.

o.,

in the n. w. part.

Hoppogue,'* on

place was laid ont on a magnificent scale.
Large canal, connecting two small ponds with the river, has been coasums were spent in advertising it as a desirable residence for structed, in which is a fall of 8j ft.
"
"
8 Called
mechanics and others of small means, and many were induced
by the natives Mi-a-mng," or Mi-an-rngue."
9 6
to buy lots. Their investments, however, proved of little value,
Cong., 2 M. E., 2 Swedenborgian.
W The
their fleeds being given by irresponsible parties.
Indian name of the island was " Man-han-sacJc-OrTia2 This
•'villige" was laid out and built by Stephen Pearl An- quash-KrWryf-nnck," signifying " an island sheltered hy islands."
" This patent was issued to Constant and Nathl Sylvester.
drews and others, who held to the doctrine of "the Sovereignty
12 In 1673 Gov.
of the Individual," and some of whom were practical believers
Anthony Colve proclaimed Middleton and Conin the
Free Love" doctrine.
stant Sylvester "public enemies of Holland." and sold their
3 Nicoll
Purchase was confirmed to him by a patent issued interests in the island. They were bought by Nath'l Sylvester,
by Gov. Dongan Dec. 5,lfi84; and the Van Courtlaudt Purchase and the purchase money was collected bj- an armed force.—
wa.s confirmed to John Mowbray, by whom it had been subseThmnpson's Hist. L. I.
13 The census
quently bought, bv a patent issued in 1708.
reports 1 church; Presb.
<3 M.E., 2 Prot.'E.. 2 Af. Meth., Cong., Cong. Meth., and Presb.
K Named from Richard Smith, of R. I., the early proprietor of
''
6 Called
i*
the town.
by the Indians Payi-qua-cumsuuk."
Usually called the ^^Headof the River."
15 Sometimes written
•Established in 1835.
^'Hauppaugs." The word is supposed to
I
Upon the river at this place is a fall of 6 ft.; and a hydraulic signify " sweet waters."
1

This

—

'•

-
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A

tract of land, including
thelineof Islip, and JVissequague, on Nissequague Neck, are hamlets,
the principal part of this town, was, in July, 1659, conveyed to Lyon Gardiner as a free gift, by
Wyandance, Sachem of the Montauks ;^ and in 1662 the grant was confirmed by the Nessequake

by whom the lands were occupied. In 1663 the tract was sold to Richard Smith, and in 1665
the remaining part of the town was purchased of the Indians by him. Fort Slongo, in the n. w.
part of the town, was erected by the British during the Revolution. It was captured by a body
of Americans, under Col. Tallmadge, Oct. 3, 1781.^ There are 6 churches in tovni.'
tribe,

SOUTHAMPTOIV*—was incorp.

by patent, under Gov. Andros, Nov. 1, 1676,^ confirmed by
and recognized as a town March 7, 1788. It occupies the greater part
of the s. branch of Eastern Long Island, and has 30 mi. of seacoast. The entire s. shore is skirted
by a beach which is united in a few places with the mainland, separating the inclosed waters into
distinct bays, the principal of which are East, Quantuc, Shinnecock, and Mecox Bays
minor
bays, branching from these, divide the surrounding shores into numerous irregular "necks." The
beach which separates the waters of these bays from the Atlantic is unbroken except by a single
The outline of the n. coast is extremely tortuous ragged and often
inlet into Shinnecock Bay.
nearly landlocked bays project inland, and irregular points of land jut out into the surrounding
waters. A range of low hills extends along the n. border of the town, and the Shinnecock Hills
occupy the central part; elsewhere the surface is level. The soil in the e. and s. parts consists of a
light, sandy loam, and is moderately fertile but in other parts it is of an inferior quality. A large
tract s. of Peconic River is covered with extensive pine forests. Stock raising and the other branches
of agriculture form the principal industrial pursuits.
The lands are enriched by the application
of immense quantities of bunkers. Large tracts of meadow and pasturage lands in different parts
of the town are owned by 3 companies, who, in common, elect annually a board of 12 trustees, to
whose management the lands are committed.® Taking clams and oysters, and whaling, form an
important part of the business. The town has a small poorhouse, a short distance e. of BridgeGov. Dongan, Dec.

6,

1686,

;

;

;

hampton.

A lighthouse has been recently erected on

Ponquogue Beach.'

Sag Harbor,

(p. v.,)

in the x. e. part, was incorp. as a fire district in 1803, and as a village March 12, 1819. It contains
7 churches, the Sag Harbor Institute, a newspaper office, a bank, a cotton flannel factory,* 2 clock

and several manufactories of oil casks. This port has long been noted for the extent of its
whaling business.' It was made a port of entry in 1784, a.nd by itself now constitutes a district of
customs. Pop. 2,776, 2,041 in Southampton, and 735 in Easthampton. Soutlianipton, (p. v..)
midway between Shinnecock and Mecox Bays, contains 2 churches, an academy,^" and 65 houi<es.
Bric1ge9ianipton,^^ (p. v.,) in the e. part, contains 2 churches and about 40 houses Sbinnecock., on the E. side of Shinnecock Bay, is an Indian settlement of about 20 houses.^^ Sagg^,
factories,

—

;

Scuttle Hole and Tf aterniill

are hamlets, in the

e. part.
Flanders, (p. v.,) in the n. part,
Speonk, (p. v.,) near East Bay, contains 2 churches and
Ketcbaboneck and Quogue, (p. o.,) near Quantuc Bay, and Good Ground

contains 2 churches and about 20 houses

about 40 houses.
(p. 0.)

and

this town.

Canoe Place,
The

first

;

near Shinnecock Bay, are hamlets.

settlement was

made

Riverhead

at Southampton, in 1640,

1 This
sift was made by Wyandance upon the recovery of his
daughter, whom Gardiner had restored from captivity among
the Xarragansetts.
2 The Americans
destroyed the fortifications and 2 cannon,
took 21 prisoners, and retired without the loss of a man. taking
with them 1 brass piece, the British colors, and a quantity of
small arms and ammnnitwn.—Oiiderdoiik's (Revolulionari/) In3 3 M.
cidents.
E., Prcsb., Prot. E., and K. C.
* Named from
Southampton. Eng. Called by the Indians
"Ag<vam," a place abounding in fish.
6 John
Topping. John Howell. Thos. Halsey, sr., Jos. Raynor,
Edward Howell, John Jagger, John Foster, Francis Sayrej Jos.
Fordham. Henry Pierson, John Cooper, Ellis Cook, Sam'l Clarke,
Rich. Post, and John Jennins were named trustees in tliis patent.
* These lands are
portions of 3 tracts, severally known as the
"
" Town
Purchase," the Quogue Purchase," and the •• Tripping
Purchase," which are still held by the proprietors in common.
The " Town I'urchase" occupies the e. part of the town. It is
divided into 15-1 shares, called " fifties," worth about SlO each.
These fifties are subdivided into sixteenths, and the shares are
owned in every conceivable quantity, from l-40th of a fifty to 10
fifties.
The Quogue and Topping Purchases occupy the w. part
of the town.
' This
lighthouse is 150 ft. high, and IfiO ft. above the level
of the sea. It is furnished with an excellent lens apparatus.
und its light can be seen 20 nautical miles distant.
8 The '•
Suffolk Mills" were built at an expense of S130.000.
About 150 hands are employed, .and 10,000 to 12,000 yds. of flannel are made per week.
' The
shipping of this port in 1858 consisted of 5 ships, 11

|

(p. v.) is

partly in

by a company of immigrants

barks, 2 brigs, and 2 schooners, with an aggregate of 5,927 tons,
registered; 15 sloops. 5 schoonors, and 1 steamer, in all. l-lno
tons, enrolled and a few small vessels, amounting to about KiO
The total number of vessels belonging to this
toas, licensed.
port at diflerent periods has been as follows in 180", 4 in 1832,
20: in 1S41, 44; in 1843, 52; in 184.0, 61; and in 1S47, 63.
10 This
academy was established in 18.31. and is unincorporated.
11 This
village is sometimes called '^Bullhead;" and the name
Bridgehampton is applied to a large section of country extending from East Hampton to the w. part of Mecox Bay.
12 This is the residence of the remnant of the Shinnecock Indians, consisting of about 200 persons. They have learned many
of the arts of civilized life, and obtain a subsistence by cultivating the soil, fishing, and taking clams. Many of the young
men go on whaling voyages, and the j'oung women are employed
as servants in the families of the whites. They have entirely lost
their n.itive language, and speak the English fluently. They are
frugal, industrious, orderly, and intelligent. They have a snial"
(Cong.) church and a spacious schoolhouse. They receive their
proportion of the common school money, and the school commissioner of the district employs a teacher for them. They are
exempt from taxation, and are debarred the exercise of the elective franchise. They occupy the lands between Canoe Place and
Shinnecock Creek as tenants in common. This tract was conveyed to the trustees of the town by Pompumo, Chico. and Manmauum. the sachems of the Shinnecock Indians. Aug. 16,1703;
and the same day the trustees leased the lands back to the Indians for a term of 1000 years, at an annual rent of one ear of
corn. The Indians annually elect 3 trustees, who, with (he concurrenceof 2 justices, can lease certain oftheir lands to the whites.
;

:

j

j

j

I

;
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from Lynn, Mass. A grant of the laud was obtained from James Farrett, agent of Lord
Stirling,
and a conveyance from the Indians on the 13th of Dec, 1G40. During the first 12 montha
47 settlers arrived.^ In 1644 Southampton was received under the government of Conn., and until
in April,

1664^ was represented in General Court at Hartford. Upon the Dutch invasion in 1073 the town
again sought a union with Conn. It was received, and, together with East Hampton and Southold,

was erected

into a co.
Upon the re-establishment of English power, in 1674, the town caine under
the government of New York. The first settlement at Sag Harbor was made in 1730,
by a few
fishermen. On the morning of the 24th of May, 1777, Col. Meigs, with 130 men,
surprised the
British force stationed at Sag Harbor, destroyed 12 brigs and a sloop, besides a
large amount of

A

forage, provisions, and merchandise, and returned across the Sound without the loss of a man.^
body of American troops was stationed at Sag Harbor in 1813, in consequence of the presence of a
British fleet in Gardiners Bay.* The first church was erected at Southampton, in 1641 ;^ and the
first

There are now 17 churches in

church in Bridgehampton was built in 1670.^

town.''

—

SOUTIIOliB>® was

incorp. by patent, under Gov. Andros, Oct. 30, 1676,^ and recognized as
a town March 7, 1788. Riverhead was taken ofi" in 1792. It comprises the principal part of the
northern peninsula of Eastern Long Island, and includes Robins Island in Great Peconic Bay, and
Plum, Fishers, and several smaller islands in Long Island Sound. Orient^" is a peninsula upon the
E.
and Great and Little Hog Necks are smaller peninsulas in the s. The s. shore is indented by
several small, irregular bays while the outline of the n. coast is unbroken except by 2 or 3 narrow
inlets.
The surface is elevated and level. The soil is a light, sandy loam, kept highly fertile by
the use of manures.
Plum Island," separated from the mainland by Plum Gut, contains about
800 acres. Fishers Island, about 8 mi. eastward, is 7 mi. long by Ik wide and contains about 4000
acres.^^
Great and Little Gull Islands are between Plum and Fishers Islands. Agriculture forms
the leading industrial pursuit potatoes, corn, and wheat are the principal crops." Considerable
attention is also given to shipbuilding, whaling, and commerce.
A limited amount of manufacturing is carried on." Scattered tracts of lands and beaches, owned by an incorp. company, are
These lands are represented by 110
intrusted to the management of 3 trustees, elected annually.
The town has a poorfarm of 300 acres near Southold Village. Lightshares, valued at $15 each.
houses are located on Hortons Point, Little Gull Island,^* and " The Dumplings," a group of rocks
in Fishers Island Sound.'^ Greeiiport," (p-v.,) on Greenport Harbor, was incorp. April 18,
1838. It is a port of considerable whaling and commercial business,^^ and is the E. terminus of the
L. I. R. R. It contains 5 churches and 2 printing offices. Pop. 1,665. Soutliold, (p. v.,) near the
;

;

;

—

1 These were Dan'l and Josiah
Howe, Thos. Goldsmith, John
Dayton, Thos. Burnet, John and Edward Howell,
Thos. aud Job Say re, Thos. Topping, John Woodruft', Henry aud
Abraham Pierson, Richard Post, Obadiah Kogers, John Fordham, Samuel Osman, John Rose, James Herrick, Chris. Foster,
Jos. Raynor, Ellis Cook, Edward Needham, Sam'l James, John
Gosman, John Bishop, John White, Wm. Payne, John Jessup,
Henry Walton, Wm. Ilarker, Allen Breed, Edmund Famngton,
Isaac Hillman. John Cooper, Geo. Woods, .John J agger, Richard
Smith, Thos. Hildreth, John Hampton, Josh. Barnes, John Jennings, Benj. Ilaynes, Geo. Wells, Wm. Odell, and John Lum.
* The
deputies were John Howell, from 164-1 to '61; John
CJosmore, from 1651 to '55; Thomas Topping, from 1655 to '58;
Alex. Knowles, from 1658 to '59 Thomas Topping, from 1659 to
'63; and Edward Howell, from 1663 to '64.
3 Col.
Meigs, with 234 men, crossed from Guildford (Coun.) to
Southold, in 13 whaleboats, on the 23d of May, and transported
the boats across the peninsula, reaching the s. shore 4 mi. from
Sag Harbor at midnight. In the attack the British had 6 men
The party arrived at
killed and 90 were taken prisoners.
Guildford on their return in 25 hours from the time they left.
Congi-ess expressed its approbation of this enterprise by presenting Col. Meigs with a sword and Gen. Washington, in a
letter to Gen. Parsons, (by whose command Col. Meigs had
undertaken the expedition,) congratulated him upon its successful achievement.
Onderdonk's Rev. Inc.
* This fleet
lay here through the war, making forced levies upon
the inhabitants of the adjacent shores, but usually paying for the
property taken. A descent was made upon Sag Harbor in June,
1813; but an alarm was raised, and the invaders were repelled
without their doing serious injury.
5 The
pastors of the society have been Rev. Abraham Pierson,
in 1640; Kobt. Fordham, in 1649; Jos. Taylor, in 1680; Joseph
Sylvanus White, in
Whiting, in 16S0; Sam'l Gelston, in 1716
1727; Josh. Williams, in 1786; Harmon Daggett, in 1792; David
John B. Babbitt, in 1817 ; Peter H. Shaw, in
S. Bogart, in 1798
1821; Dan'l Beers, in 1830; and Hugh N. Wilson, in 1836.
6 llev. Ebenezer
White, in 1690, Jos. Brown, in 1756, Aaron
Woolworth, in 1787, aud Amzi Francis, in 1823, have been the
of
this
church.
pastors

Oldflelds, Sam'l

;

;

—

;

;

7 6 M.
E., 5 Presb., Bap., Cong., Meth. Prot., Prot. E., R. C,
and Union.
8 That
part of the town E. of Cutchogue was called by the Indians " Fen-Me-coc/f ," and by the English ^'Northjkei."
8 Isaac Arnold, John and
Benj. Youngs, Josh, and Barnabas
Horton, Sam'l Glover, and Isaac Corry were named trustees in

this patent.
10 Called
by the Indians "Po-qua-tuck." It was bought of the
Indians by Peter Hallock, in 1641; and the first settlement was
made on it soon after, during Hallock's absence in England, by
John Tuthill, John Youngs, jr., John King, aud Israel, Richard,
and Samuel Brown. Griffin's Journal, 19.
11
Formerly known as the "7ste of Patmos^' It was bought
of the natives, in 1659, by Sam'l Wyllys.
12 This island was named ^•Vissc/iers Island"
by Capt. Cook, the
navigator, in 1614. It was purchased, in 1644, by Gov. Wiuand
was
as
a
of
Conn.;
organized
township by a patent
throp,
obtained from Gov. NicoU, of N. Y., in March, 1688.
It was
for a time claimed by both N. Y. and Conn. Its surface is undulating; near the w. end is a high sand blufT, and near the middla
another still higher. There are two convenient harbors nu the
The soil is well adapted to grass growing and grazing.
coast.
Hay, wool, butter, and cheese are exported.
12 There were
nearly as many potatoes raised in this town iu
1855 as in all the co. besides. A greater quantity of wheat is
raised in Southold than in any other town in the co., and a
greater quantity of corn than in any town except Southampton.
Immense quantities of fish and seaweed are used as fertilizers.
1* Brick are made in
large quantities near Greenport and upon
Robins Island and oil and guano are extensively manufactured
from fish near Southold.
15 The
built in 1806,
lighthouse upon Little Gull Island was
and is 56 ft. high and 74 ft. above tide. It is supplied with a fog

—

;

bell,
16
is

25

which is rung by machinery.
The lighthouse upon North Dumpling was built in 1848, and
A red light is used.
ft. high and 70 ft. above the sea.

1'
Formerly "SlirHng."
vessels engaged iu
18 The
shipping of this port consists of 7
of 6000 tons, enwhaling; about 100 others, with an aggregate
rolled and 102 small vessels, licensed mostly engaged in th*
:

;

coasting trade.
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on the L.

I. R. R.
It contains 3 churches, the Southold
Academy, a
Herillitag'e, a small settlement, Cutchogue, (p. v.,)
containing 3 churches and nearly 100 houses, and Mattituck, (p. v.,) containing 2 churches and
40 houses, are stations on the L. I. R. R. IVe^v Suffolk, on Great Peconic Bay, contains 1 church
and about 20 houses. Franklinville is on the line of Riverhead. "West Southold is a

center of the town,

is a

station

savings bank, and about 80 houses.

East Marion,^

p. 0.

(p. v.,)

near the w. side of Orient Harbor, contains a

-R-indmill, a tidemill,

and 1 church; pop. 300. Orient,^ (p. v.,) on the e. side of the same harbor, contains 2 churches
and 60 houses. The first settlement was made about 1640, by Rev. John Youngs and others, from
New Haven.' The government of this colony, like that of several of the earlier New England
None others were allowed to vote or to hold
settlements, was vested in the church members.
office
and the Mosaic code was adopted as their law. This exclusiveness was of short duration.
All citizens were soon admitted to the right of suffrage and in 1657 the Mosaic code was super;

;

seded by one better adapted to the circumstances of the people. Upon the union of New Haven
with Conn., in 1662, Southold was united with the latter colony and was represented in General
In 1664 the town passed under the jurisdiction of New York. The first church was
Court.
erected in 1641, in the village of Southold.*

Thei-e are

now

17 churches in town.*

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dicellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Suffolk County.
Acres of Land.

Names of Towns.

Brookhaven
East Hampton.Huntington
Islip

Riverhead
Shelter Island...

Smithtown
Southamptun
Southold
Total.,

SULLIYA:^r COUIJ^TY.
This county was erected from Ulster, March 27, 1809, and was
It
in honor of Maj. Gen. John Sullivan, of the Revolution.
r-^
g^^^^^_^
^^^^
^^fc"^fe^ contains an area of 1,082 sq. mi., and is centrally distant 85 miles ^
,!^^^^^^^^^
^^^^^a. from Albany. The surface is generally very hilly, and along tho
"" "" "'
In the s. and w. it consists chiefly of
jj^^^^^y
I^S*! ^- border mountainous.
narrow
ravines
but in the middle and n. it
^^~^E
ridges
by
separated
f^Af^
^^^^^
assumes more the character of a rolling plateau. The highlands
"'^^.
-^
^^K-|
of this co. may be considered as the s. slope of the Catskills;
'^^^__^:;_;;^^.^;i'^,>j,^^^p
^^^^^^^pe^^j^S^^^p and near the n. borders of the co. they divide the waters that
flow into Hudson and Delaware Rivers. From this elevated por'^^^p;V:^^^^^^^£^^Br
^
^k__
tion numerous ridges extend toward the Delaware, giving the co,
^y
a general southerly inclination. The Delaware cuts these ridges
^-Ujc.UjU'-'-'diagonally, its valley forming the only division between the Catskills and the mountains of
Eastern Penn. The highest points in the co. are the hills in the tovm of Rockland, which are
estimated to be 2100 to 2400 feet above tide. Walnut Ilill, in Liberty, has an elevation of 1980 feet.
The lowest summit of the Shawangunk* Mt., between Bloomingburgh and Wurtzboro, is 1271 feet
above tide, and the highest summit is about 500 feet higher. This range of mountains at a distance
presents a striking uniformity of outline, which is due to the evenness of stratification of the rock

^^^

named

Cj^

r

^

;

;

b5^

:

;

'

composing it. The lowest point in the co. is upon the Delaware, at the mouth of the Mongaup,
which has an elevation of 550 feet above tide. The co. line on the Rondcut is elevated 773 feet.
With the exception of a small district on its E. border, through which flow the upper waters
of Shawangunk Kil and Lackawack Creek, this co. is drained by the Delaware and its branches,
the largest of which are Neversink^ and Mongaup' Rivers, Beaver Kil and Bashers Kil, and
Callicoon (Caw-li-coon) and Ten Mile Creeks. The Neversink flows entirely across the co., having
for its tributaries Bashers Kil, Wyncoop Brook, Bush Kil, Cherry-meadow Brook, and several
minor streams. Most of these streams are rapid, and afford at numerous points a great amount
of water-power.
In the valleys and forests of the co. are about 100 small lakes, which for^
peculiar and often picturesque and highly beautiful features in its scenery. Most of these ponda
and streams abound in fish, of which trout is the most common. Pickerel have been introduced
into several of them.

The geological formation of the co. is exceedingly simple. The whole surface is underlaid by the
red sandstone of the Catskill Group and the Shawangunk Conglomerate. These rocks extend
Bouthward into Penn., and form the floor of the coal measures. Of these rocks the latter po&desses
a commercial value for millstones,* building stones, and the manufacture of glass. The soil is
mostly a reddish loam mixed with gravel, and is generally stony in the s. E, 'oortion is found
some clay. Grass is the staple production, and the hilly character of most of the co. seems to adapt
it to grazing rather than to tillage.
The facility vrith which the products of the dairy can now reach
;

the great markets, by means of the N. Y. & E. R. R., has within a few years given an impetus U)
the prosperity of the co., while the erection of tanneries, which the same thoroughfare has encour-

home market of great advantage to the farmer. In 1855 there were in the co.
about 40 tanneries, producing over $2,000,000 worth of leather annually and employing about 750
The lumbering interests also employ large amounts of capital and labor. Winter wheat,
laborers.
formerly considered a sure and abundant crop, is found to yield smaller returns and with less certainty as the country becomes older and other crops, less valuable but more certain, have been
substituted to a great extent.
The surplus wheat of Sullivan co. was formerly transported by land
aged, has created a

;

to the

now

Hudson, where it found a profitable market but, with the increase of manufactures, there is
than is consumed in the co. Grass seed of a fine quality is raised in considerable
;

less raised

The fruits are limited to apples, pears, plums, cherries, and a few peaches. The timber
along the Delaware Valley is mostly hemlock, pine, oak, and chestnut and on the highlands it is
hemlock, beech, maple, birch, ash, and basswood. The climate is cool and bracing, and the co. is
quantities.

;

remarkably healthy.
1

Pron. Shon-gum

*

On
On

•

Sauthier's
Sauthier's

;

said to signify "

white stone."

<

Map, 1779, Mahaickamack, or Never-Sink.
Map, 1779, Mangawping, or Mingwing.

the

41

Esopus millstones, formerly

Shawangunk

in

high repute, were made from

grit.

6«.
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The

CO. seat* is located at Monticello, in

the town of Thompson.

The oo.

buildings, consisting of a

courthouse and jail, are substantial stone edifices, erected in 1844 in place of the original co. buildings,
which were burned.^ The poorhouse is located upon a farm of 100 acres 3 mi. e. of Monticello. The
average number of inmates is 56, supported at a weekly cost of 75 cts. each. The farm yields a revenue
of $400,
is

A school is kept during 3 mo. in the year. No religious instruction is afforded.

too small,

is

fication of its

poorly ventilated,
inmates.

is

The house

not furnished with water, and will not admit of a proper classi-

The 2 great works of internal improvement within the limits of the co. are the Delaware & Hudson
^
Canal, extending through the s. E. part, and the N. Y. & E. R. R., built along the valley of the Delaware.* The former opens an easy and direct communication between the Hudson at Rondout and the
Penn. coal mines at Carbondale ; and the latter forms one link of the great chain of western travel.
Several plank roads have been constructed, as auxiliary to this great thoroughfare, greatly benefiting
the sections of country through which they pass. The first newspaper in the co. was issued in 1821.*
Little is known of the early history of the co.
Many traces exist of its occupation long anterior
to that

found
It

of settlers.
Upon the first advent of the present settlers, a road was
w. from Esopus, on the Hudson, along the valley n. of the Shawangunk IMts.
as the "Mine Road," and, according to traditional account, was built by a company

by the present race

to

extend

was known

s.

of miners from Holland, before the English conquest of 1664.® Two mines are said to have been
wrought, one where the mountain approaches the Delaware, near the lower point of Panquaroy

—

and the other n. of the mountain, about halfway between the Delaware River and Esopus
The Minisink Flat, on the border of Orange and Sullivan cos., is said to have been settled
Creek.
by Hollanders many years before the date of Penn's Charter and the settlement, which extended
40 mi. or more along both sides of the Delaware, had in a great degree become isolated from the
When the present settlements were begun, there was a road from the e., near
rest of the world.
the central part of the co., called the "Porter Road;" and in the n. part was another, called the
" Hunter's Road."
With the exception of the vague traditions of early settlement by the Dutch along the Delaware,
the first location of a permanent white inhabitant is said to have been made about the year 1700,
by Don Manuel Gonzales, a Spaniard, who, having married into a Dutch family in Rochester,
He
(Ulster CO.,) removed to Mamakating Hollow, where he erected a house and raised grain.
opened a trade with the neighboring Indians, who were then friendly and other settlers wore
induced to follow. Mamakating Precinct was formed in 1743, and until after the Revolution it
embraced nearly all of the present co. of Sullivan. About 1750 a number of German families
settled upon the w. frontiers of Ulster co.
They sufiered greatly from Indian hostilities. The
first Indian incursion took place in 1777, when the family of Mr. Sprague, in Mamakating, was
attacked. The next year the family of Mr, Brooks was attacked, some members were killed, and
Flat

;

;

;

others taken prisoners.
On the 13th of Oct. 1778, a party of nearly a hundred tories and Indians, under Brant, invaded
the settlements, first fixlling upon the family of Mr, Westfall, and killing one man.
They next

attacked the house of Mr. Swartwout, who was at home with his sons, (the women having been
The firing alarmed others,
previously removed to a fort,) and killed all but one, who escaped.
who fled to the forts at Gumars and De Witts, where, by a skillful display of force by Capt. Abrar

ham

Cuddeback, who commanded at the former, the enemy were deterred from making an attack.

1
By the act of incorporation tlie Gov. and council were to
appoint 3 commissioners to locate the county seat, and the
Board of Supervisors 3 others to superintend the erection of the
courthouse and jail. Wm. Ross, Jos. Morrell, and Abraham II.
Scheuck were appointed for the former purpose, and David
Hammond, John Lindsley, Malachi West, John Newkirk, and
Davies Martin successively for the latter.
2 The firs^ building.s, erected in accordance with an act
passed
March 22, 1811, were burned Jan. 13, 1844. The first court was
held, and the first Board of Supervisors orRanized, at the house
The
of Curtis Linsley.
county officers first appointed were
Wm. A. Thompson, First Jwlge ; Samuel F. Jones and Elnathan
Sears, Assiiciate Judges; Jolin Conklin, Jabez Wakeman, and
David Hammond, Assistant Justices ; James S. Dunning, Surrogatf ; Uriah Lockwood, Sheriff; and John P. Jones, Clerk.
8 The Delaware & Hudson Canal Co. was
incorp. April 23,
1S23. The work was commenced in July, 1825, and completed
It was of great importance to the early setin Oct. 1828.
tlers of the CO., as it opened an easy and cheap avenue to
market.
* This R. R. enters the co. in the town of Tusten from Penn.
It having been found difficult to construct the road on the N. Y.
Hide of the river, the right of way for a short distance was solicited from Penn. The petition was granted, and for the sub-

which the R. R. conferred upon that State, the
subjected to an annual tax of $10,000. Tliis road
forms a direct and speedy communication with N. Y.. and ha.?
been of great value to the co. in stimulating its settlement and
developing its resources.
* Tlie Sullivan
County Whig was started at Bloomingburgh
in 1821, by John J. Tappan. It was removed to Monticello in 182S, and its name changed to

stantial benefit

company was

The

"Watchman. Frederick A. Devoe
and James E. Winslow were successively its editors,
and since 1843 it has been published by J. E. Quinlan.
The Sullivan County Herald was commenced at Monticello in
18o3, and published by M. Smith, S. Phelps, and others,
RepiilJlican

about 4 years.

The SuUivan County Whig was published at Bloomingburgh
in 1S44, by J. S. Brown, and subsequently by John
Waller. Jr. In 1855 it was changed to the

Sullivan County Democratic Republican^

under which title it is now published by Waller.
The Union Democrat was established at Monticello in 1854. by
F. A. Devoe, and was afterward united with The Whig.
• See
Eager's Hist. Orange Co., p. 50, where will be found a
letter from Samuel Preston giving the substance of the tradition.

It

is

from Hazard's Begistcr.
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After firiri>T most of the houses and barns of the settlement, the marauders retired, leaving behind
them a melancholy scene of havoc and desolation at the verge of an inclement winter. The distress thus occasioned was very great.
Major Phillips arrived soon after the incursion with a company of militia but the enemy had fled beyond reach.
In 1777 or '78, Capt. Graham, with a party of 18 men, went to Chestnut Brook in pursuit of some
Indians who had been committing depredations upon the settlements at Pine Bush.
Having
stopped to drink, Capt. Graham saw an Indian in the path, and the party tired a volley without
effect.
Upon this the Indians on the opposite banks returned the fire with fatixl effect, and but 3
of the party escaped to tell the dismal tale. To deprive the enemy of sustenance and the means
for further annoyance, the Legislature, in 1779,^ enacted a law directing the Governor to cause the
destruction of such grain and crops in the w. frontiers of Orange and Ulster cos. as could not
In 1783- the precinct of " Mamacuttinfj" and the township
be removed to a place of safety.
of Rochester (the district of the regiment of Col. A. Hawke Hay, and that part of the Goshen
regiment on the w. side of the Minisink Mts.) were exempted from a le^•y then made for the
defense of the n. and w. frontiers.*
Several traces of Indian occupation were found in the first settlement of the co. About 4 mi.
from the Delaware, on the Flat, was found a brass or copper tomahawk, with a steel edge, and u
handle perforated for smoking. Stone axes, flint arrows, &c. were frequently found. In 1793, an
Indian liNang in Rockland, at a place called *^ Pocatocton," (meaning a river almost spent,) removed
;

to

He

Niagara.

is

supposed

to

have been the

Indian

last of his race that inhabited the co.

trails

Beaver Kil, and in other sections.
The part of tliis co. s. of the s. bounds of Callicoon and Bethel is comprised in the Neversmk
Patent, conveyed to Matthew Ling and others Aug. 28, 1704 and the remainder of the co. in the
great tract granted to Johannes Ilardeubergh and others Aj^ril 20, 1708, and known as the
"Hardeubergh Patent."* The Newburgh and Cochecton Turnpike (incorp. March 20, 1801) was
opened across the co. in 1808, and gave the first impulse to its prosperity by making it accessible to
settlers.
This section continued to receive emigrants from New England and the older portions
of the State until its growth was checked by the completion of the Erie Canal to the Genesee
country and the great lakes, by which emigration was diverted to the new and fertile lauds of the
West. Real estate in consequence declined materially in value, and many of the early settlers abandoned their locations and joined the westward current. In 1819 or '20 the Orange Branch Turnpike
was made, from Montgomery, (Orange co.,) crossing the Shawangunk Mt. at Roses Gap, and extending across the barrens through Wakemans Settlementto the Neversink Falls, and thence to Liberty,
The charter of this road was long since given up, but the route is maintained as a district road.
•were found along the Delaware, the

;

BETJEIEIj

—

m

^was formed from Lumberland, March 27, 1809.
Cochecton was taken ofl
1828
upon the high ridges which form the watershed between Delaware and Mongaup Rivers^
a little s. w. of the center of the co. Its surface is broken and hilly, and many of the declivities
are steep and rocky. It is watered by a large number of small streams, mostly tributary to Mongaup River and it has many small lakes, which form a beautiful and romantic feature of the landWhite Lake, near the center, named from its white sandy shores and bottom, is noted
scape.
The other principal lakes are Birch Ridge Pond in the n. w., Horse
for the beauty of its scenery.*
Shoe and Pleasant Ponds in the n., Mallory Pond in the w., Indian Field Pond in the s., Big and
Wells Ponds on the s. line, and Chestnut Ridge Pond and Black Lake and Lake Superior near the
The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam, intermixed in places with clay. The settlements
center.
are comparatively new, and the people are chiefly engaged in the raising of neat cattle, dairying,
It lies

;

—

lumbering, and tanning.®

(p. v.) contains 35 houses, and Betliel 15.
John Fuller was the first settler in the "Fuller
preacher (Presb.) was the Rev. Mr. Green.*

Hlongaup Valley

Busliville and "Wliite L.ake
Settlement," in 1806-07.'

—

The

are p.

first

offices.

*
October 17.
February 21.
* Incidents connected with these events, and the details of the
inemorable battle of Minisink in July, 1779, are given in our
account of the towns in vphich they occurred.
* Portions of the Hardenbergh Patent were settled upon
leases of long terra and during the anti rent excitement, a few
years since, the clamor against this tenure prevailed extensively,
but witlKiut acts of open violence. The refusal to pay rents,
which this feeling occasioned, led to a great amount of litigation.
Although the excitement has subsided, the question is not fully
1

;

settled.
6

This lake

is

noticed in one of the

poems of Alfred

B. Street,

'•
by the nnme of Kon-ne-on-ga."

6

A

tannery at Mongaup

S'alley in 1S56

manufactured 50,000

sides of leather, valued at $187,000.
It cons'Unied about 500fl
cords of hemlock bark, and employed 70 men. at a cost of
There are about 102,000 sides of leather manufactured
$12,000.
annually at different tanneries in this town.
' G. and C. Ilurd were the first settlers at the Ilurd settlement Adam and Eve Pentler near Bethel and Potter and
Mattison near White Lake. The first school at Mongaup was
taught by G. P. Price, and at Bethel by Dr. Copeland. Gillespie
& Hook "kept the first store at White Lake, and J. K. Beeman
built the first saw and grist mill, on White Lake outlet. The
first birth was that of Catharine Fnller, iu 1807, and the first
death that of a child of Stephen Northrnp.
8 The census
rejwrts i churches; 2 M. E., Presb., and Ke£
Presb.
;

;

'
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formed from Liberty, March 30, 1842. Fremont was taken off in
the w. part of the co., about the sources of the n. branch of Callicoon
watered by numerous streams flowing into the Delaware, the valleys being mostly

CALLiICOOA^^— was
1851.

It

Creek.

It is

lies

in

narrow ravines, and the hills rising in steep declivities 200 to 600 feet above them. In the n. e.
are Shandler and Sand Ponds, the latter affording a pure white sand, formerly used in making glass.
The soil is mostly a sandy loam, and the hillsides and summits are generally capable of a good
degree of cultivation. The settlement is recent, and the people are about equally engaged ia
Jeffersonville, (p. v.,) on the line of Cochecton, has
lumbering, farming, and tanning.^
population of 433, of whom 305 are in this town. Youngsville, (p. v.,) IVortli Brancb,
have each about 30 houses. The first settlers
(p. v.,) and Callicoon Center (Callicoon p.o.)
were Wm. Wood and his sons, Gerrett, Edward, and David, who arrived in town May 19, 1814,
and lived 15 years in the wilderness.*
was the first preacher.*

JRev.

Mr. McClary, pastor of the Asso. Ref. chui-ch of Bethel,

COCHECTOX^

-was formed from Bethel, March 25, 1828. It is situated upon the bank of
the Delaware, in the w. part of the co. Ridges of hills, with narrow valleys between, cover the
The principal streams are the Callicoon and its branches, and several
entire surface of the town.
The mouth of the Callicoon is 777 feet above tide. Pike Pond
and Mitchells Pond and Lake Huntington in the center, are the

small tributaries of the Delaware.
in the

E.,

Perry Pond in the

s.,

A large

principal sheets of water.

part of the surface

mostly a gravelly loam, and best adapted

to pasturage.

is still covered with forests.
The soil is
Lumbering and tanning form the leading

Cocliecton (p. v.) contains 269 inhabitants, Pike Pond (p. v.) 188,
Callicoon Depot (p. v.) 207, and Stevensburgls (Cochecton p. o.) 209. Beecli Wood
and Fosterdale are p. oflSces. Settlements were begun on the Delaware before the Revolution,
objects of industry.

but were broken up. The pioneer settler was N. IMitcheU, who located near Cochecton Village.*
The first church (Presb.) was formed in 1839, and the Rev. Mr. Cummings was the first pastor.'

FAL.K.Sm'RGIl —was
its

formed from Thompson and Neversink, March

It derives

1826.

9,

name from

It is

the falls in Neversink River at Fallsburgh Village. Its surface is hilly and rolling.
drained by the Neversink and its branches. Sheldrake Pond, (named from the wild ducks

that formerly frequented its waters,) Smith, Hill, and Browns
The soil is a gravelly loam.
e., are the principal lakes.

in the

lumbering, dairying, and tanning.^

Falls

fT'oodbourue

Hasbrouck

(p. v.)

Ponds

and East Pond,

in the w.,

The people

are chiefly engaged in

contains 30 houses,

L.ocb Sbeldrake

IVeversink

15, and
town by Germans
previous to the Revolution,' but the settlers were driven off during that war. Soon after the
peace 3 brothers by the name of Baker located in town and commenced the first permanent settlement.^**
The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was built at Hasbrouck."

(Fallsburgh

Sandburgb

p. o.) 25,

(p. v.) 25,

It is said that settlement

(p. v.) 15.

FORESTBURGH—was

was commenced

(p. v.)

in this

formed from Thompson and Mamakating,

May

2,

1837.

It lies

principally upon the high ridges between Neversink and Mongaup Rivers, and has a broken surface
and an average elevation of 1400 feet above tide. In this town are several small lakes, the

which are Ruddicks Pond in the n. w., Beaver Pond in the s., and Panther Pond in
The town still retains the character implied by its name. Mongaup Falls, on Mongaup River, 3 mi. above Forestburgh Village, are worthy of note. The river here falls into a
chasm 70 feet deep, and the banks below the falls are more than 100 feet high. Lumbering, tan-

principal of
the center.

1 Caw-li-coon.
This name is said to signify " Turkey" in both was an extensive Indian burial place, of which traces are occaDutch and Indian. The Dutch for turkey is " Kalkoen." In the sionally plowed up at the present day. There are about 900
statutes and official publications of the State the name is com- Germans in this town.
' The census
monly \VTittvn"Collil;oo-n."— Harper's N.Y.(£ E. R.R.Guide, p.Si.
reports 3 churches M. E., Presb., and Ref Prot.D.
- There are 5
8 At
large tanneries in town, which manufiicture
Fallsburgh is an extensive tannery, that manufactures
about 125.000 sides of leather annually.
sides
of
leather annually ; and another of the Bame size
40,000
3 Kdward was a cooper; the othei-s were farmers.
The first is located at Woodbourne.
* Fruit trees
child born was John Wood. Jacob Quick built the first sawplanted by these settlers are said to be still
mill, and Samuel Young kept the first store and built the first standing.
10 Thomas Rawson came in 1787 or '88
mill, at Toungsville. In 1833-34 settlers began to come in from
Thomas Grant located
Conn, and the N. ami in lS-40 Germans began to settle in the in 1789; Samuel Thaddeus, Obadiah Brown, and James Hill
town in considerabl^umbers. The latter class now form about settled a little N. of Fallsburgh, and James Nicoll, Peter Ferdon,
one-thirJ of the population.
and Mr. Brush on the site of the village. The first sawmill was
* The census
built in 1808, and the first grist mUl in 1809, by Philo Buggies.
reports 2 churches Luth., Asso. Ger. Meth.
"
6 Co-shek-tun.
Originally called
Cush-nun-tunk," or low Matthew Seeley kept the first inn, at Hasbrouck, and Kobt.
;

;

;

;

grounds.
8
Among the other early settlers were David Young, at Big
Island; John Ross, at Callicoon Creek; Nicholas Conklin and
Tyler, at Cochecton. Job Jones taught the first school,
near Cochecton; Maj. Ebenezer Taylor kept the first tavern and
and Mitchell Cjnklin built the first sawmill,
store, at Cochecton
On Big Island, 2 mi. above Cochecton,
}Ti Mitchells Pond Brook.
;

Reading the

first store,

at Fallsburgh.

In 1797, the nearest mill

was at Napanock, in Ulster co. and for many years the nearest
market was Newburgh. In 1786 or '87 an extraordinary and
destructive flood occurred upon this valley.
u This church was burned in 1837, and was rebuilt at Woodbourne. The census reports 3 churches in town 2 M. E., and
;

;

1 Ref. Prot. D.
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ning/ and dairying constitute the employments of the people. Forextburgli (p. o.) contains 10
Settlement commenced before the Revoluhouses, Oakland ville 15, and Ilart>%'ood 10.
tion, and recommenced in 1795 on Mongaup River.
Zephaniah and Luther Drake wore pioneers in
the s. w. part of the town, and Elisha Smith near Oakland.''' Rev. Isaac Thomas (Meth.) was the
first

preacher.'

FRE3IO]¥T —was

formed from Callicoon, Nov. 1, 1851, and named in honor of John C.
extreme w. part of the co., upon the bank of the Delaware. Its surface
is broken and
hilly, the summits rising 600 to 1000 feet above the valley and 1500 to 1800 feet
above tide. Its waters are Basket and Ilankins Creeks, a great number of smaller streams, and

Fremont.

It lies in the

numerous small

which are Long Pond, Round and Basket Ponds in the \.,
and Trout Pond near the center. A large share of the surface is still a wilderness and is too rough for tillage. Tanning and lumbering form the principal employments v.f the
people. Fremont Center (p. v.) contains 141 inhabitants, and Obernburg'li (Fremont
liOn? Eddy (p.o.) is the Basket Station on the N. Y. & E. R. R. lEanp.o.) 20 houses.
kins is a station on the same r. r. The first settlers were Joseph Green, at Long Eddy, John
Ilankins, at Ilankins Depot, Benj. Misner, at Long Pond, and Zach. Ferdon, at Round Pond.*

Lox Pond

lakes, the principal of

in the e.,

IIIOHLiAIVD —was

formed from Lumberland, Dec. 17, 1853. It is an interior town, lying
It is named from the character of its surface, which consists of
high
ridges between Delaware and Mongaup Rivers, 600 to 1,000 feet above the canal at Barry ville and
1,200 to 1,600 feet above tide. There are a great number of small lakes in town, the principal of
which are Big Pond and Wells Pond on the n. line. Mud and Ilagan Ponds in the e., York
Pond in the s. w., "Washington Pond, used as a canal feeder, and Blind, Little, and Montgomery
Ponds near the center. The people are chiefly engaged in lumbering and the rudiments of farmin the

the

part of the co.

(p. v.,) a canal village, contains 25 houses, and L<uniberland (p. v.) 15.
was John Barnes, who located at Narrow Falls.* Rev. Isaac Sargent (Cong.) was
preacher, about 1797.® The battle of Neversink, in the Revolution, took place within the

Barryvflle,

ing.

The

s.

first settler

first

limits of this town.''

—

liIBERTY was formed from Lumberland, March
Thompson were taken off in 1842. It lies n. of the center
the ^longaup and Beaver Kil.

1807, and Callicoon and a part of
of the co., upon the watershed between

13,

rough and broken. Walnut Hill, s. of Liberty, is
The n. and w. parts of the town are still covered
with forests. The principal sheets of water are Lillie Pond in the n., and Broadhead Pond near
the center. The soil is good, but stony; and the people are chiefly engaged in lumbering,
dairying,
and tanning.* liiberty (p. v.) contains 364 inhabitants, Parksvllie (p. v.) 40 houses, and
Liiberty Falls (p. v.) 25. Robertsonvllle and Stevensvllle are p. offices. The Liberty
Normal Institute, at Liberty, is a flourishing academic institution.® Stephen Russell (from Conn.">
settled near Liberty, in 1793 or '94}"
Rev. Wm. Randall (Bap.) was the first preacher."
1,980,

and Libertyville

Its surface is

1,467, feet above tide.

L(UMBEREA]VD —

was formed from Mamakating, March 16, 1798, embracing all the co.
w. of Mongaup River and s. of the present n. lines of Liberty and Callicoon. From it were erected
Liberty in 1807, Bethel in 1809, and Highland and Tusten in 1853. Its surface is rugged and
1

About 100,000

Bides of leather are annually

manufactured

in

this town.

Miss Moore taught the first school, at Drakestown S. Conant kept the first inn, and Thomas Aleop the first store, at
Forestburgh. The first sawmill was built at Oaklandville.
* There are no church
buildings in town.
* Sarah
Phillips taught the first school; John Ranfiesen kept
the first inn, and John Hawkins kept the first store and built
the first sawmill. About one-third of the population are Germans. The census reports 1 church R. C.
6
Among the other first settlers were John Carpenter, Wm.
Seeley, N. Patterson, and Wm. Randall, at Beaver Brook and
John Carpenter employed
Beiij. Hayne at Handsome Eddy.
Nath'l Wheeler to teach the first school, before the public schools
were organized. G. Ferguson kept the first inn, in 1830. and
JPhineas Terry the first store, in 1828. N. Patterson built the
first sawmill, on Beaver Brook.
* The census reports 3 churches
Cong., M. E., Union.
f This battle took place on the N. side of Beaver Brook, on lot
17 of the 7th div. of the Neversink Patent. The scene of the
action is the top of a hill 3 miles from Barryville and half a
mile N. w. from Dry Brook. The battle took place between a
party of tories and Indians, under Brant, who were retreatand a
ing, after having destroyed the settlement of Nevers'tik,
party of American militia, who pursued them. The battle was
2

;

;

;

;

—

—

long and bloody, and resulted in the retreat of the Americans
with the loss of 44 killed. In 1822 the bones of the slain wc.-o
collected and interred beneath a monument at Goshen.
An address was delivered on the occasion by Gen. Hatheru, who had
taken a leading part in the engagement.
8 About
106,000 sides of leather are annually manufactured in
this town.
9
Incorp. by law, April 12, 1848 ; the Hon. John J>. Watkins,
the founder, being sole corporator.
1"
Among the other first settlers were Nathaniel Pinney, Josiab
Whipple, and Nathan Staunton, who came from Preston, Conn.,
in the spring of 1795, and settled on lot 12; John Groton and
Edward Swan, who settled on lot 3 Ebenezer Green, on lot 4 ;
Isaiah Whipple, on lot 10, of tract known as the 3000 acre lot and
Stephen Benton, who located at Benton Hollow. Aviar Whipple
taught the first school, at Blue Mountain Settlement Roswell
Russell kept the first inn, Stephen Russell the first store; and
Chas. Broadhead built the first grist and saw mill, on the mountain, in 1797. The first child born was Sally Staunton, in 1797 ;
the first marriage, that of David Rowland and Aviar Whipple, in
1797 and the first death, that of Sally Staunton, or a son of William Aby, in 1798. The first house was erected about half a mile
Most of the first settlers
3. of where the Presb. ch. now stands.
afterward removed west.
n The census reports 4 churches; 1 Bap., 2 M. E., aod 1 Presh.
;

;

;

;
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broken, and

much

of

suit of the people.

it is

yet a wilderness. The name of the town still suggests the leading purnumber of small lakes, with their outlets, form the principal waters.

A large

The principal of these lakes are Lebanon Pond in the n.. Round, Sand, and Hogais Ponds in the w.,
and Long Pond in the center. Metauques Pond, in the e., lies about 2 mi. w. of the Mongaup,
and 300 feet above it. On its outlet is a beautiful cascade. Mong'aup and Pond Eddy are
There is but one church, (M. E.) The Delaware & Hudson Canal extends through the
p. offices.
town along the course of the river. It is supposed that settlement was commenced before the
Revolution; but the names of the first settlers are not preserved.^ In the survey of the Minisink
Patent by Charles Webb in 1762, mention is made of "Reeve's Sawmill."^

MAMAK.ATIIVG,'

said to have

been named in honor of an Indian

was erected

chief,

into a

precinct by the General Assembly, Dec. 17, 1743, and embraced all the present territory of Sullivan CO. and a portion of Orange. It continued as a precinct until organized as a town, March 7,

1788.

It

was reduced

to its present limits

by the erection of Deerpark (Orange

co.)

and Lumber-

Thompson in 1803, and a part of Forestburgh in 1837. It lies upon the highlands
between Neversink and Shawangunk Creeks.
Two parallel ridges, separated by the valley of
Bashers Kil, extend through the town in a n. e. and s. w. direction. The eastern of these ridges is
known as Shawangunk Mt. The declivities of this mountain are gentle upon the E., but abrupt
and broken on the w. It attains an elevation of 1100 feet above the summit level of the canal,
land in 1798,

In the k. w. part of the town is a mountain of nearly equal elevaprincipal streams are Shawangunk, Bashers, and Pine Kils, the
last of which is the outlet of a small lake in the w. part of the town, known as Yankee Pond.
The summit level of the Delaware & Hudson Canal, 17 mi. long and 525 feet above tide, is con-

and about 1700
tion,

known

feet

above

tide.

as Panther Hill.

The

Hasten Pond, in the w. part, is used as a reservoir.
was discovered several years since, and was worked
to a considerable extent.
After an abandonment of several years, preparations are again being
made to work it. The soil is a sand and gravel loam, in some places intermixed with clay, and
The census of 1855 shows that this town is second only to Thompson
best adapted to pasturage.
in the amoimt of dairy products.
Blooming'burg'Il^ (p. v.) contains 365 inhabitants,
and IVurtzboro^ (p- v.) 491, Suinniitville (Mamakating p. o.) 20 houses, and Pliiiljpsstructed through the valley of Bashers Kil.
mi. n. of Wurtzboro a vein of lead

About 2

port

(p. 0.)

inhabitants.

10; the three last

named

"West Brookville

lie

upon the canal. Burling'haili (p. v.) contains 130
a hamlet, and Ilomo^vack is a p. o. The early

(p. o.) is

settlement of this town has already been noticed,^ but most of the details have been lost. On the
approach of the Revolution the Indians became hostile, and several blockhouses were erected on
the frontiers of Ulster

co.,

one of which was at Wurtzboro.

On

account of the distressed con-

dition of the people by reason of Indian hostilities, they were favored by the supervisors in the
apportionment of taxes. Many persons in those days accounted wealthy were reduced to poA'erty,

and but

little

that could be destroyed remained on the return of peace.
Gonzales, the pioneer
have built the first sawmill, at Wurtzboro. In 1792 this town contained 182

settler, is said to

whom 34 were in the present towns of Lumberland, Tusten, and Highland. In
1794, Capt. David Dorrance removed from Windham, Conn., and purchased 1000 acres immediately s. of the site of AVurtzboro.'' John Dorrance, with Elijah Perry, also from Conn., erected
taxable persons, of

the

first

bark mill in Sullivan

co.

Rev. Mr. Freleigh was the

first

pastor of the Ref. Prot. D. Church,

built in 1793.8

]VEVERSI3VIi9— was formed from Rochester, (Ulster co.,) March 16, 1798. Rockland and
a part of Shandaken were taken oif in 1809, and a part of Fallsburgh in 1826. The surface
1
Among the early settlers since the Kcvohition were .Tohn mi. This road opened a communication from the Hollow to
Showers and Joshua Knight, at Mongaup. S. Gardner and El- the Delaware River, a distance of about 33 mi. A portion of it is
nathan Corey, at Pond Eddy. P. Van Vauken. aljove Monsaup, still in use, but the greater part was taken up by the Newbuigh
and John Rinck and Wni. Ryarson, in other parts of the town. & Cochecton Turnpike. The village of Wurtzljoro is built upon
The first school was kept in a barn by Mr. farnham; the first a tract of 1000 acres bought by .Johannes Masten, wh(j cleared
Westbrookville (formerly
the land and erected a sawmill.
inn was kept by E. Corey, at Pond Eddy.
''
2 Mr. Webb lived at
Otisville, (Orange co.,) and died at an adBnshshiisrille") was settled about the same time, and the first
house was built of stone and used as a fort to shelter the setTanced age in 1814.
» Written ManifrKatinp, Mame-Cotink. &c. in
tlers.
Mr. Felton w.a8 a pioneer near Burlingham, and J. Newearly records.
* This
village was setlled by J. Newkirk, about 1780, and was kirk at liloomingburgh. The early town records have been lost.
3
contains
4
183.3.
It
5
The
first
school was kept at Bloomingburgh in 17f^4, by Mr.
and
churches,
hotels,
inoorp. April 26,

stores.
6 Named from Maurice Wurtz;, grf^ntee of a can.al
privilege in
Pcnn.. afterward merged iu Del. and Hudson Canal Co.
' See
page 642.
7 A road' was constructed at an early day, by Ananias Sacket,
from Mamakating westward, passing about three-fourths of a mi.
S of Lords Pond, and continuing to Natliau Kinno's Flats, from
which jilace Capt. Dorrance made a road to Cochecton for £5 per

Campbell. Wm. Harlow kept the first inn, 2 mi. N. of Bloomingburgh; Wm. Wighton opened the first store, 1 mi. 8. of the same
place; and H. Newkirk built the first gristmill, on the Shawangunk, within this town.
8

The census reports 11 churches;
C, 1 Asso. Ref Presb.

6

M.

E.,

2 Ref. Prot. D., 1

Bap., 1 R.

name,
applied to the river, is said by some to ba
derived from the Indian ^^ JS'e-wa-sink," or Mad Kiver, and by
" Tliis

first
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the Neversiuk
very hilly and to a considerable degree covered with forests. It is watered by
its branches, and by the Lackawack, or w. branch of the Rondout, which flows to the Hudson.
Denman Hill, 3300 feet, and Thunder Hill, 2500, above tide, are the principal elevations: the latter

is

and

was frightened away from the place 1iy
generally a gravelly loam, and best adapted to pasturage. The people
are chiefly engaged in lumbering, tanning,^ and dairying. GraliaillSTille^ (p. v.) contains 40
The first settlehouses, A'eversinli Flats (Neversink p.o.) 35, and Claryville (p. v.) 30.
ment was commenced on the Lackawack, 2 mi. below Grahamsville, by the Hornbecks, Cliues,
received

its

name from the
The soil is

fact that one of the early settlers

loud thunder.

Clearwaters, and Lowes, who obtained an Indian title in 1743, and were driven oif during the
Revolution. Mr. Larrabee, on Thunder Hill, and Benj. Gillett, John Hall, and Wm. Parks, on the
1000 acre lot, were the pioneer settlers after the war.' The first church (Meth.) was located at

Grahamsville

;

and the

first

preacher was Rev. Samuel M. Knapp.*

ROCKIjAIVD —was

formed from Neversink, March 29, 1809. It lies upon the headwaters
of the Pepacton, or e. branch of the Delaware, in the extreme n. part of the co. It is a rough, wild
Its principal streams are Beaver Kil and
region, very hilly and mostly covered with forests.
Williwemack Creek. A chain of small lakes extends through the town, the principal of which are
Upper, Mongaup, and Hodge Ponds in the e., Big and North Ponds in the s.e., Shaw Pond in the

Burnt Hill and Jenkins Ponds in the w., and Sand, Mud, and Knapp Ponds in the center.
Lumbering, farming, and tanning* are the principal pursuits of the people. TFestfield Flats
(Rockland p.o.) contains 28 houses, and Morsstou (p. v.) about 12. Beaver Kill, Purvis,
and Sliin Creek, are p. offices. Settlement was begun in 1789, by two families named Stewart
and West, from Middletown, Conn. they located near the middle of the Big Beaver Kil Flat.'
Rev. Mr. Conkey (Meth.) was the first preacher.^
s.,

;

—

TIIOMPSOHf was formed from Mamakating, March 9, 1803, and named in honor of "Wm. A.
Thompson, first judge of the co. A part of Fallsburgh was taken off in 1826, and a part of Forestburgh in 1837. It lies principally upon the highlands between Neversink and Mongaup Rivers,
and is less hilly than most of the towns of the co. The hills rise 100 to 300 feet above Monticello.
Neversink and Mongaup Rivers, with several small lakes and streams, constitute the waters of the

"
Kiamesha, or Cleam-ater," better known as Pleasant Pond, is a beautiful little lake near
The other principal ponds are Dutch in the n.e.. Lords and Mud in the E., Wolf in the
s. E., and Sackets (named from Ananias Sacket, an early settler near it) in the s. w.
The quiet
scenery of these lakes is becoming appreciated by the lovers of nature and those seeking a retreat
from the heat and dust of cities in summer. The soil is a reddish loam. The people are principally
engaged in stock raising, lumbering, and tanning.* Monticello,^ (p. v.,) the principal village, was
It is beautifully situated upon a ridge of highlands 1387 feet
Pop. 629.
incorp. April 20, 1830.
above tide, and is surrounded by hills. It is finely laid out, the main street being 1 mi. long and
8 rods wide, with flagged walks and ornamented with shade trees. It contains a courthouse, jail, co.
clerk's and surrogate offices, and a banking house, all of stone; 3 churches, the Monticello ,icademy,
3 hotels, 10 stores, 3 printing offices, and an iron foundery. Tliompsouville (p. v.) and

town.

Monticello.

Bridg°eville (p. v.) each contain about a dozen houses. Gales and Glen "Wild are p. offices.
The first settlers were Wm. A. Thompson, John Knapp, and Timothy Childs, at Thompsonville.'"
Rev. John Boyd (Presb.) was the

Tl^STEJV—was
others to be so

first

preacher."

formed from Lumberland, Dec. 17, 1853, and was named in honor of Col.

named because

the stream

is less

affected

by

drought than others.
1

About y5,000

2

Named

sides of leather are manufactured each year.
in honor of Lieut. Graham, who was killed in a

Bkirmiih with the Indians near the present site of the village.
s The first child born was
Elijah Parks. Christopher Darrow
taught the first school; Mr. Larrabee kept the first inn, on
Thunder Hill; Richard Childs kept the first store; and Wm.
There
I'arks built the first gristmill, 3 mi. s. E. of the Flats.
are no town records earlier than 1814.
< The census reports 5 churches; 3 M.E., 2 Ref. Prot. D.
6 One of the most extensive tanneries in the State is in the w.
About 170,000 sides of leather are manupai-t of the town.
factured each year in town.
* Another account
says the first settlers were Robert Cochran,
In the following year, Peter WilJehiel and Luther Stewart.
liams and Cornelius Cochran came in from Mass. Mr. Bascom
settled 1 mi. w. of Purvis p. office, and Thomas Nott and James
Overton 1 mi. s. of the same. The first child born was Susan
Thorn the first marriage was that of Ebenezer Wliite and Claand the first death was that of Sylvuuus Stewart.
riiisa Field
;

;

Sylvanns Bascom taught the first school, at Westfield Flats ;
first inn, Mr. Loveland the first store;
and Luther Stewart built the first mill, at Westfield Flats The
settlers are said to have obtained their first seed corn frrm the
Indians on the Susquehanna Flats, and this stock hasbern coa
tinned till the present time. The lumber trade began in IVHS.
' The census
reports 3 churches; M. E., Presb., and Union.
8 About
3.5,000 sides of leather are manufactured annually.
9 Named
by J. P. Jones, from the residence of Tho.s. Jefl'ei-son.
The first settlement of this village was made in 1S04 by Samuel
F. and John P. Jones, from New Lebanon. (Columbia co.,) who
located at this place in anticipation of its becoming the co. seat
of a new co. to be erected from IJl.ster. J. P. Jones erected the first
house, in 1804, and opened the first store ; Curtis linsley Uej.t the
Jehiel Stewart kept the

first inn.
10 A. Sacket

and A. D. Kinne were the first settlers in the w.
part of the town, and John Wetherlow and John Simson on the
Neversink. Asa Hall kept the first school, at Bridgeville; Judge
Thompson built the first mill and factory, at Thompsonville.
" The census reports 4 churches; M. E., Presb., Prot. E., and
Uuiou.
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Benjamin Tusten, who was killed in the battle of Minisink, in 1779.^ This town lies upon the N
bank of Delaware River. The w. and s. parts are very hilly, and the e. portions belong to the
plateau of rolling lands which comprises the greater part of Tusten, Highland, and Lumberland.
The average height of this region is about 750 feet above the Delaware, or 1400 feet above tide.
The principal streams are Ten Mile River and its branches Half Moon and Mill Ponds in the e.,
and Mill, Davis, and Canfield Ponds in the center, are the principal sheets of water. The soil is a
The people are generally engaged in farming and
gravelly loam, and best adapted to pasturage.
:

lumbering.
its

NarroiTSburgll,

name from

(p. v.,)

the fact that the Delaware

is

containing about 35 houses, is the only village. It derives
here compressed by two points of rock into a deep, narrow

channel. Over this is a wooden bridge, with a single span of 184 feet.^ The place is known to lumbermen by the name of "Big Edchj." Below the narrows the river expands into a wide basin, which
Dela-iTare Bridge and Beaver Brook
in time of a freshet exhibits a stirring scene.
are p. offices. John Moore kept the first inn and store, and R. Moore built the first mill. The

Baptist

is

the only church in town.

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeliolders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Sullivan County.

Names of Towns.

TIOGA COUNTY.
This county was formed from Montgomery, Feb. IG, 1791. A j>art
off in 1798
Broome in 18QC a part of
Tompkins in 1822 and Chemung in 1836. It lies near the center

of Chenango was taken

;

;

;

of the

s.

border of the State, centrally distant 135 mi. from Albany,
Its surface is broken by a series of ridges
sq. mi.

and contains 542

extending northerly through the co. from the Penn. line and forming a northerly continuation of the Allegany Mts. The summits
of these ridges hare a nearly uniform elevation of 1,200 to 1,400 ft.

above tide. The valley of the Susquehanna cuts them diagonally
and breaks the continuity of the general system of highlands.
Numerous lateral valleys extend in a general n. and s. direction
from the river, separating the ridges and giving a great variety to
the surface. These valleys vary in width from a few rods to a mile and sometimes more, and are
generally bordered by steep declivities which rise 250 to 400 ft. above them. The summits of the
hills are generally broad and rolling, and in some places are broken and rocky.

The rocks of this co. belong to the Chemung and Catskill groups. The former occupies all tlie
surface n. of the river and forms the underlying rock of the hills s., and the latter crowns all the
summits s. of the river. The sandstone of the Chemung group is quarried for flagging and some
of the red sandstone is suflBciently compact to make good building stone. Limestone, from which
;

There are no other minerals of importcovered deep with drift, consisting
of sand, clay, and gravel. This deposit near Factoryville is 80 ft. thick, and a wide belt of it
seems to extend northerly in an almost unbroken line from the latter place to Cayuga Lake. The
principal streams are Susquehanna River, and Owego, Catatunk, Cayuta, Pipe, and Apalachiu
Creeks and their branches. These creeks have generally rapid currents, though few waterfalls and
they furnish all necessary water-power for local purposes. Their valleys are usually narrow and
rocky in their upper courses, but toward the Susquehanna they expand into broad and beautiful
lime

is

ance.

manufactured,

The

is

found along the Penn. border.

river valleys,

and many of the

hills adjoining, are

;

level intervales.

The

valleys of the

Susquehanna and several of

its

tributaries are celebrtted for

their beauty.

The soil along the valleys is a rich, deep, gravelly loam, with an occasional intermixture of clay
and sand. The intervales along the Susquehanna are especially noted for their fertility. Tho
uplands are gravelly and sandy and moderately fertile. Upon the summits the soil is hard and
unproductive, and in many places the rocks are entirely bare. A considerable portion of the uplands

is still

covered with forests.

The prominent

interest of the co. is agricultural, and its various branches are successfully prtt
Winter and spring grains, corn, and the root crops, are mostly cultivated on the lowlands
Consideror river bottoms, and the uplands are devoted to stock and wool growing and dairying.
able commercial interest has grown up in connection with the rail roads, and manufactures have
also been established to a limited extent.^
The county seat is located at Owego, upon the Susquehanna.'* The courthouse, a wooden

sued.

was erected about 40 years since, at a cost of $8,000. It is in a good state of preservaThe jail, jailor's house, and barn, all of brick, were built in 1851, at a cost of about $6,000.
The jail contains 8 double cells. The clerk's office is a fireproof brick building, erected in 1858,
The courthouse, clerk's office, jail, jailor's house, and barn occupy a square
at a cost of $2,200.
structure,
tion.

in the center of the village.
8, 1812, the CO. was divided into 2 Jury Districts, and the courts
were held at Elmira and Spencer. The East Jury District embraced the towns of Tioga, Spencer, Danby, Caroline, Candor,
Berkshire, and Owego; and the West, the towns of Cayuta,
The courthouse at Spencer
Catharines, Chemung, and Elmira.
was burned in 1821, and by an act of 1822 the half-shire of the
and Elmira became the
and
was
Owego
re-established,
county
half-shire towns.
Upon the organization of Chemung co. in
1836, Elmira became its county seat, and Owego the county
The first county officers were Abram Miller,
seat of Tioga.
Joshua Ferris. Isa-ac Swartwout, and Samuel Westbrook to First Judge ; Wm. Stuart, District Attorney; Thomas Nicholson,
and
in
1811-12
the County Clerk; James McMasters, Sheriff; and John Mersereau,
B\iperintend the erection of the building;
county Beat was removed from Elmiia to Spencer Village. June Surrogate.
"
640

A

lumber and tanning business was formerly carried
it has declined, from the scarcity of material.
the
or^'anic act of 1791, Tioga was fijrmed a half-ghire
By
county. It provided that the courts should be held alternately
" Newtown
at " Chenango" in the town of Union, and at
Point,"
in the town of Chemung, the former now Binghamton. Broome
The half-shire was
CO.. and the latter Elmira, Chemung co.
abolished upon the orL'anization of Broome co. in 1806 Feb.
17, 1810, Natlianiel Locke, Anson Gary, and Samuel Campbell
were appointed commissioners to locate the courthouse site, and
1

larjie

on; but
2

;
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The county poorhouse, a

stone building, is located near Owego, upon a farm of 62 acres, -vvhicli
an annual income of §600. The average number of inmates is 62, and the whole number
of rooms for their accommodation is 15. No school is connected with the establishment, and no
yields

means are provided for religious instruction.
The principal works of internal improvement are the N. Y. & E. R. R., extending along the river
valley through Owego, Tioga, and Barton and the Cayuga & Susquehanna R. R., extending from
Owego northward through Tioga and Candor to Ithaca.^ These roads furnish ample facilities for
transportation, and bring the products of the county into close proximity to the Eastern markets.
;

Three weekly newspapers are now published in the co.^
first settlement in this county was made upon the
Susquehanna intervales, soon after
the Revolution, by emigrants from the Wyoming Valley in Penn. These settlers originally came
from Conn, and Mass., and left Wyoming in consequence of troubles growing out of the Indian
hostilities and of controversies in regard to title.
They located here before the Indian title to the
lands was extinguished. The greater part of the present territory was comprised in the Boston
Ten Towns. The title of this tract, comprising 230,400 acres between Chenango River and Owego
Creek, was vested in the State of Mass. in 1786, and in 1787 it was sold to a company of 60 per-

The

The greater part of the proprietors immediately took posseshappened that the county was filled up with a New England popuregion of Western New York was yet an unbroken wilderness.

sons, mostly residents of that State.

sion of these lands

;

and thus

lation while the fertile

BARTOX—^was

it

formed from Tioga, March

23, 1824.

It lies

w. of the Susquehanna, in the

A

small portion of level land lies along the
The highlands on the w. rise abruptly from the valley of Cayuta Creek, and are divided
s. border.
Their summits are broad and rolling and generally
into two ridges by the valley of Ellis Creek.
covered with forests. The highest points are 400 to 600 ft. above the river. The soil is a rich
s.

w. corner of the

co.

Its surface is generally hilly.

allu\ium in the valleys and a sandy or gravelly loam upon the hills. A sulphur spring is found
Ellis Creek, near the center of the town.
Waverly, (p. v.,) situated upon the Erie R. R., in
the s. w. part of the town, was incorp. in 1854. It contains the Waverly Academy, 5 churches, and
several manufactories. Pop. 1,067. Factoryvllle, (p. v.,) on CayutaCreek, 1 mi. e. of Waverly,

on

contains 180 inhabitants; and

Barton,

(p. v.,)

near the

s. e.

corner, on the Susquehanna, 30

Barton

is a p. o.
Halsey Valley (p. o.) is a hamlet in the n. e. part, on
dwellings. Wortll
The first settlement was begun by Ebenezer Ellis and Stephen Mills, who
the line of Tioga.
located in this district in the year 1791.' There are 10 churches in town.*

BERKSHIRE—was formed from Tioga, Feb. 12, 1808.

Newark was taken off in 1823, and
the
center.
Its surface is mostly a
the
N.
of
the
e.
border
of
co.,
upon
ft. above tide.
high hill, with
hilly and broken upland, with a mean elevation of 1,200 to 1,400
The streams are the East and West Branches
steep declivities, lies e. of the center of the town.
The soil in the valleys is a sandy and gravelly loam, and
of Owego Creek and their tributaries.
and
a
hills
it
is
the
hardpan. Berkshire (p. v.) contains 3 churches and 34
tough clay
upon

Richford in 1831.

It lies

A

Wilson Creek,

East BerliSliIre and
dwellings.
the town were Daniel Ball and Isaac Brown,
the
1

first

who came

are p.

in 1791.*

The pioneer settlers of
Rev. Seth Williston conducted

offices.

religious services in town.®

This road cost $500,000, and

it

was

The 0-»vego Times, under which

sold, in 1852, for $4,500.

title

he

still

continues

*

its pulilicatiipii.
The American Farmer was commenced at Owego in 1810
by Stephen Mack. In 1813 it was sold to Stephen B. The Waverly Advocate was commenced at Waverly
who
to
its
name
Leonard,
Village in 1852 by F. U. Baldwin. It is now published
changed
The Owego Gazeik, and continued it until 1835, when he sold to
by Ualdwin & Pulley.
J. B. Shurtliff.
In 1841 the office was burned, and the Tlie St. i^'icholijs. a montlily literary magazine, was published
about 1 year in 1S.>3.
paper was discontinued a short time out soon after it
3
was r<wi)scitated by E. P. Marble, and in 1843 it was
Amoiig the other early settlers were Benj. Aikens, Ezekiel
sold to Thomas Woods. In 1844 it was changed to
Williams, .John Hanna, Wm. Bensley, Luke Saunders, James
The Tioga Freeman, John Dow, publisher, and in a few years Swartwood, Charles Bingham. Lay ton Newell, Lyon C. Hedges,
"was discontinued. A local party dispute having arisen, Philip Crans, Justice Lyon, John Manhart, Ste. keed. and r^ilas
Wolcott. A number o£ these were from the Wyoming Valley,
another paper, called
The Owego Gazette, was started in 1844 by H. A. Beebe, and some of them from the adjoining towns of this co. George
and the two papers were published under the same name W. Buttson erected the first sawmill, at Barton Village.
4 5 M. E.. 2
In 1845 Thomas Peasall became
for several mouths.
Bap., Prot. E., Cong, and R. C.
;

1

i

The

proprietor, and in 1846 the paper was sold to David
Walter and son. In 1848 it again passed into the hands
of IL A. Beebe, by whom it is still published.
Repuhlinan was published 1 year at Owego in 1833 by

Chatterton.
Tlie

rV

Owego Advertiser was commenced in 1836 by Andrew II.
Calhoun, and was continued by him until 1862, when
he sold to Powell & Barnes, who changed its name to

Southern Tier Times. In 1^54 Wm. Smyth purchased the
establishment and changed the name of the paper to

5
Among the first settlers were Stephen and Samuel Ball, Peter
Wilson, and Jo.=iah Ball, from Stockbridge, Mass.. in 1792-93.
John Brown, Capt. Asa Leonard, Eben. Cook, Daniel CarpiTiter,
Consider Lawrence, David Williams, Joseph Waldo. Nathaniel
Ford. Abel. .Azel, and Nathaniel Ilovey, Jeremiah Campbell, and
Samuel Collins. all from Berkshire CO., Mass.. cami' in soon
W. II. Moore kept the first inn and store: David Wilafter.
liams erected the first mill; and Miss T. Moore taught the first

—

—

school.
6

The census reports 4

chiu-ches; 2 M. E., Cong.,

and Bap.
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a large town, extending from the
center to the n. border of the co. Its surface consists of
high, broad, rolling uplands, separated
into ridges by the narrow
valleys of streams flowing in a southerly direction. Their declivities are
generally abrupt, and tlieir summits are mostly covered with forests. Catatunk Creek flows through
the center of the town, and the West Branch of Owego Creek forms the e.
The waters
1811.

of Catatunk Creek enter the town near the center of

It is

boundary.
w. border and flow s. e., its valley comThe soil is a gravelly loam, fertile in the
its

pletely dividing the western ridge into two parts.
The settlements are mostly confined to the valleys.
valleys and moderately so upon the hills.
It is a station on
(p. v.) is situated on Catatunk Creek, near the center of the town.

Candor

the C. & S. R. R., with 3 churches, a tannery, woolen factory, flouring mill, a sawmill, and about
70 dwellings. Candor Center, i mi. w. of Candor, contains 1 church, a flouring mill, 2 sawmills, and 20 dwellings.
Willseyville, (p. v.,) a station on the C. & S. R. R., in the n. w. part
of the town, contains 20 dwellings.
Soutll Candor, on Catatunk Creek, near the s. border
of the town, contains a church and altnut 20 dwellings. TVeltonville (p. o.) is a hamlet at

East Candor is a p. o. The first settlers were Thos. Ilollister,
the mouth of Dolittle Creek.
Job Judd, C. Luddington, and Isaac Judd, frum Conn., who came into town in 1793.^ Rev. Daniel
Loriug was the first preacher. The census reports 10 churches.*

WEWARK —was

formed from Berkshire, as "Westville," April

12, 1823.

Its

name was

changed March 24, 1824. It lies upon the center of the e. border of the co. Its surface is mostly
a hilly, upland region, with a mean elevation of about 1,200 ft. above tide. Its streams are the
West Branch of Owego Creek, forming the w. boundary, and the East Branch, flowing s. w.
through near the center of the town. The soil in the valleys is a fine, gravelly loam, but upon the
hills it is an unproductive hardpan. The greater part of the uplands are yet unsettled. IVewark
Valley, (p^v.,) located in the valley of East Owego Creek, contains 2 churches, mills, an extensive tannery, and 75 dwellings.
KetclliUinville, (p. v.,) in the N. E. corner of the town, 7
mi. N. E. of Newark Valley, contains a church, sawmill, and 26 dwellings.
"West ^e"»vark is
a p. 0.
Jenksvllle, in the n. w., is a p. o. Settlement was commenced in 1791, by emigrants

from Berkshire
AVilliston, a

Mass.'

co.,

First religious association (Cong.)

missionary from Conn.

;

was formed

Rev. Jeremiah Osborn was the

first

in 1798,

by Rev. Seth

settled preacher, in 1803.*

—

XICiIOL.S was formed from Tioga, March 23, 1824. It lies upon the s. bank of the Susquehanna, near the center of the s. boundary of the co. Its surface is mostly upland, excepting
the broad valley of the Susquehanna, and Ijroken by the narrow valleys of small streams. The summits of the hills are broad and 300 to 500 ft. above the river. Many of them are still covered with
The soil in the valleys is a gravelly loam and very productive upon the hills it is a modeforests.
rately fertile, gravelly and clayey loam, underlaid by red sandstone. IVlcbolS, (p. o.,) Uoopers
Tallcy, (p. o.,) and Canfields Corners (p. o.) are hamlets upon the Susquehanna. The
;

first

made by Ebenezer Ellis, Pelatiah Pierce, Stephen Mills, and James Cole, in
There are 2 churches in town ; M. E. and Union.*

settlement was

1787.

0"%VEGO®—was
occupying the

s. e.

organized Feb. 16, 1791. Spencer was taken ofi" in 1806. It is a large town,
corner of the co. Its surface is mostly upland, separated into two distinct parts

by Susquehanna River and broken by the narrow valleys of small creeks. The summits of the
The intervale along the river
ridges are broad and rolling, and 300 to 500 ft. above the river.
in some places is an unbroken flat more than a mile in width.
Owego Creek, flowing through a
broad and beautiful valley, forms the w. boundary of the town n. of the Susquehanna. The other
streams are Nanticoke Creek, from the n., and Apalachin Creek, from the s., and a great number
of smaller brooks and creeks.
The declivities bordering upon these streams are generally
The soil is principally a gravelly loam.
A considerable portion of the hilly resteep.
1
They were followed in 1794 by Joel and Elijah Smith, Israel
Mead, awl las son Israel, the former two from Conn, and the
latter friira Vt. Families named Collins, Sheldon, Marsh, Bates,
and Ellis were also among the early settlers. The first inn was
kept by Thomas Ilollister: the first store by Philip Case; and
the first gristmill was erected by Elijah Hart.
2
and Union.
Baj)., 2 M. E., Prot. E., Cong.,
8
Among the settlers in 1791 were Elisha Wilson, (living upon

* The census
reports 5 churches 3 M. E., Cong., and Presb.
6
Among those who settled later were .ludge Emanuel Coryell,
Isaiah Jones,
Bass, and
Emmons, in 1791 and about
the same time Caleb Wright, on the site of Nichols Village,
and Stephen Dodd, a short distance below. In 1793 .Tonathan
Piatt and his son Jonathan, Col. Richard Sackett, Lewis Brown,
and Miles Forman. all from Westchester co.. settled in the
valley.
Major John Smyth and his sons John, Gilbert, and

the place of his original settlement in 1S58, at the age of 87,)
NorDean, and
Daniel Ball. Isaac and Abram Brown,
most of them settling in the
all from Stockbridge, Mass.,
ton,
was
The
first
birth
that
of
Wm.
Creek.
Ball.
valley of Owego
Miss E. Moore t.aught the first school; Enos Slawson kept the
fiist store and inn ; and E. Wilson built the firot mill.

Nathan, from Monroe co., Penn., Benjamin Lounsbiiry, Ziba
Evans, Jonathan Hunt, Richard Sarles, Asahel Prichard,
Jonathan Pettis, Joseph and John Annibal, Joseph Morey, and
David Briggs, were also among the pioneer settlers. The firat

—

—

—

;

;

—

—

was that of Daniel Pierce, in 1787,
Owego, "Swift Kiver." Annah of Binghamton,

birth
«

—

p. 110.
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Manufactures, and commerce to a limited extent, engage
gions is yet covered with forests.
the attention of the people.
Oiveg'O, (p. v.,) the co. seat, was incorp. April 4, 1827. It is
It is the comfinely situated upon the Susquehanna, near the mouth of Owego Creek.^
and since its first settlement it
mercial center of a large agricultural and lumbering district
;

It contains
has been one of the most important villages in the southern tier of counties.^
the Owego Academy, a female seminary, 7 churches, 2 banks, 2 newspaper offices, and several
A bridge 80 rods in length here crosses the Susquehanna.
manufacturing establishments.'
on the s. bank of the Susquehanna, 8 mi. above Owego,
3,041.
Apalachin,
(p.
v.,)
Pop.

contains 1 church and 200 inhabitants.

Caiupville,

(p. v.,)

on the n. bank of the

river,

mi. above Owego, contains 1 church and 20 dwellings.
It is a station on the Erie R. R.
Flemingvillc (p. o.) is a hamlet in the n. w. part of the town, on Owego Creek; Soutb
Amos Draper, an Indian agent and trader,
0'%veg'0 is a p. 0. near the Pennsylvania line.
I

Wyoming Valley, erected the first house in town, at Owego Village, in 1786, and
in his family in 1787.* The first religious services were conducted by Rev. Seth WilThe first religious association (Presb.) was formed in 1810, and a church was organized

from the

moved
liston.

in 1817;

Rev. Horatio

I.

Lombard was

the

first

settled

minister, in 1818.

There are 13

churches in town.'

—

RICIIFORD was formed from Berkshire, as "Arlington," April 18, 1831. Its name was
changed April 9, 1832. It is the n. e. corner town in the co. Its surface is mostly upland, broken
by a few narrow valleys. It contains the highest land in the co., estimated to be 1,400 to 1,600 ft.
above tide. Its streams are the head branches of Owego Creek. Its soil is a moderately fertile,
grayelljfloam. About one-third of the surface is yet covered with forests. Leather and lumber are
manufactured to some extent. Ricliford, (p. v.,) s. of the center of the town, contains a
church and about 60 dwellings. "West Riclifbrd is a p. o. The first settlements, made at a
later period than those in Berkshire, from which the town was taken, were since the commencement of the present century f but the exact date could not be ascertained. There is a
Presb. church in town.
SPEIVCER—was formed from

Owego, Feb. 28, 1806. Candor, Caroline, Danby, and Newfield
were taken oiF Feb. 22, 1811, and Cayuta, March 20, 1824.
Its surface is an upland, broken by the valleys of small
It is the N. w. corner town of the co.
streams.
The n. w. portion forms the watershed between Susquehanna River and Cayuga Lake.
The ridges have a general n. and s. direction. Their declivities are generally steep and their
(the last three

now

in

Tompkins

co.)

summits broad and broken.

Catatunk Creek, flowing e., breaks through these ridges at nearly
and narrow valley. The soil in the valleys is a gravelly loam, and
upon the hills it is a hard, shaly loam. Spencer,' (p. v.,) on Catatunk Creek, w. of the center
The
of the town, contains 3 churches, 2 tanneries, a valuable mineral spring and 75 dwellings.
The first
first settlement was commenced in 1795, by Benj. Drake and Joseph and John Barker.®
and the first religious association
religious meeting was held by P. Spaulding, at his own house
(Bap.) was formed by Elder David Jayne.'

right angles, forming a deep

;

TIOGA —was

formed from Union, (Broome

co.,)

March

14, 1800.

Berkshire was taken

off

It lies on the Susquehanna,
in 1808, a part of Union in 1810, and Barton and Nichols in 1824.
s. w. of the center of the co.
Its surface is principally upland, terminating in blufis along the river

intervale.

1

Glen Mary,

The streams are .Catatunk and Pipe Creeks and numerous smaller creeks and
for several years the residence of

N. P. Willis,

is

Bituated on

Owego Creek, near the w. bounds of the village. It
was here that his exquisite Rural Letters were written.
S For
many years the p. o. here was one of the four distributing: offices of the State. From this place also were shipped
salt, plaster, lumber, and wheat for the Penn. and Md. markets.
1849. a destructive fire occurred, burning 75 buildings.
of these are manufactories of steam engines
and boilers, machinery, castings, sash and blinds, silverware,
lumber, leather, flour, and plaster.

Sept.

7,

3

The principal

4

John McQuigg and James McMaster, from New England,

the original patentees of the half-township on which the village
of Owego stands, settled there in 1788. A clearing was made
and grain snwed on an Indian impiovement at Owego. in the
peaRon of 1786, by Wm. McMaster, Wni. Taylor, Robert
McMaster, .lohn Nealy, and Wm. Wood, who entered the valley
from the E. liy way of Otsego Lake and the Susquehanna. The
first birth in town was that of Seleota, daughter of Amos Draper, June 19, 1788; the first school was taught by
Kelly,
in 1792; the first store and hotel were kept at Owego, by Wm.
Bates.

brooks.

6 5 M.
E., 2 Presb., Prot. E., Bap., Cong., Wes. Meth., R. C.
and Union,
6
Among the early settlers were Evan Harris, Samuel Smith,
Samuel Gleason, Nathaniel .Tohnson,
Stevens, Jeremiah
Campbell, Beriah Wells, Caleb and Jesse Gleason„Ezekiel Rich,
and William Dunham, many of them from the adjoining town

—

of Berkshire.

This village was the co. seat of Tioga co., then including
Chemung, from 1812 to 1S21.
8
Among the early settlers at Spencer Tillage were Joshua
Ferris, Henry Miller, Edmund and Rodney Hobart, from Conn,,
Andrew Purely. Thos. Mosher. from Westchester co., and George
Fisher, The first birth was that of Deborah, daughter of Benjamin Drake; the first marriage, that of John B. Underwood
and Polly Spaulding; and the first death, that of Prescott
Ilobart. The first school was taught by Joseph Barker, in his
own house, at Spencer Village: the first inn was kept by
Andrew Purdy the first store by Samuel DooUttlo and the
first gristmill "was built by Benj. Drake.
» The cewuB
reports 3 churches in town ; Cong., Bap., and
^

;

;
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soil is

mits are

a

still

fine,
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dark loam ia the valleys and a gravelly loam upon the

covered with forests.

Tiog^a Center,

hills.

Most of the sum-

mouth

of Pipe Creek, cona station on the N. Y. & Erie R. R.

(p. v.,) at

the

and 00 dwellings. It is
on the N. Y & E. R. R., contains 230 inhabitants. Ilalsey Valley
Straiglits Cor(o. 0.) is a hamlet, in the n.w. corner of the town, on the line of Barton.
ners is a p. 0. on the n. border. The tirst settlement was made on Pipe Creek, in 1785, by
Samuel and William Ransom,
Primmer, and Andrew Alden, from Wyoming, Penn. Col.
David Pixley, from Mass., and Abner Turner, from N.H., made the first settlement on the river,
in 1791.^ There are 2 churches in town ; M. E. and Union.

tains a church, several

Siuitlisboro,

mills,

(p. v.,)

Acres of Land, Valuation, Popnlatlon, Dwellings, Families, FreeTiolders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic 3Ianu/actures, of Tioga County.
•

Names op Towns.

TOMPKixs

cou:ntty.

This county was formed from Cayuga and Seneca, April 17, 1817.
Three towns were annexed from Tioga, March 22, 1822, and a part
It lies around the head of
of Schuyler co. was taken off in 1854.
Cayuga Lake, s. w. of the center of the State, is centrally distant
141 mi. from Albany, and contains 500 sq. mi. Its surface consists
principally of an upland, broken by a series of ridges extending n.
and s. The watershed between Cayuga Lake and Tioughnioga
River occupies the e. border of the co., and that between the same
lake and Susquehanna River the s. border.
The deep valley of
Caj'Uga Lake, 700 ft. below the summits of the ridges, separates
the N. portions of the co. into two distinct parts. The e. portion,
declining toward the N., gradually loses its hilly character and
spreads out into the beautifully rolling lands so common in Central N. Y. West of the lake the
land does not lessen in height within the limits of the co. but the rough, broken hills change into
Bmooth ridges, with long, gradual slopes.
The deep valley of Cayuga Lake affords a fine opportunity to examine the geological structure
of this region. Upon the shore in the extreme x. part are found the Hamilton shales, the lowest
rock in the co. Next above them on the shore appear the Tully limestone, Genesee slate, and
Portage or Ithaca shales and sandstones.^ The summits of all the hills are formed of the rocks
belonging to the Chemung group, usually covered deep with drift deposits. The streams, in their
course from the table lands to the lake, have worn deep channels into the rocks, and waterfalls
which once were, probably, at the face of the bluffs, have receded one to two miles, forming below
As the rocks are composed of strata of
deep, rocky chasms bordered by perpendicular walls.
the soft and yielding shales
different degrees of hardness, the water has worn them irregularl3'-,
generally forming a declining surface, while the hard and compact limestone retains its perpen;

—

dicular forms.*

The streams are Salmon, Fall, Cascadilla, Six Mile, and Taughanick Creeks and Cayuga Inlet
and their branches, flowing into the lake, and several branches of Owego Creek and other small
streams, flowing s. The cascades upon these streams form one of the most peculiar and interesting
features of the landscape.
The soil in the n. part is generally a gravelly or clayey loam, formed by the drift deposits and
that in the s. is a gravelly or slaty loam, derived from disintegration. It is all best adapted to
In the n. part the people are generally engaged in grain raising, wheat forming the
grazing.
;

staple production.

In the

s.

towns the principal branches of agriculture pursued are stock raising

Considerable manufacturing is carried on at Ithaca and other places.
The CO. seat is located at the village of Ithaca. The courthouse is a brick edifice, built upon a
The jail, contiguous to the courthouse, is a well built
fine lot near the center of the village.'
stone edifice, with ample accommodations for the health of the prisoners.
The cells are clean and

and dairying.

The co. clerk's office is a fireproof building, fronting upon Tioga St. The poorhouse is situated upon a farm of 100 acres in Ulysses, 6 mi. n. w. of Ithaca. The average number
of inmates is 53, and the revenue derived from the farm is about $1,500. No school is provided
for the children, and they are not admitted to the public schools. The house is
pleasantly situated,
well ventilated.

and will compare favorably with other poor-houses throughout the State.
The Cayuga & Susquehanna R. R. extends from Ithaca to Owego, connecting with the Erie
R. R. at the latter place. Cayuga Lake is navigable and connects with the Erie Canal at Montezuma. A daily line of steamers plies between Ithaca and Cayuga Bridge, on the N. Y. C. R. R.,
1 The
Tully limestone furnishes an abundance of lime; huge
fraprments of this rock are found scatterfd over the land several
hundred feet above the regular veins of the rock, showing that
some great force had Iseen in operation here at some former
period. The Genesee slate is about 100 ft. thick, and the Portage

300
gri.up
"

ft.

The Taughanick Falls, below Trumansburgh, have receded
" In its
Bomething more than a mile from the lake.
passage,
tlie stream first produced a series of fills and rapids, but finally
receded so *3 to form but a single fall. This is caused by the
higher strata being so much harder than those below that a
firm table is formed of these, while those below are undermined." About 1 mi. N. of these fulls is a cascade, where, trova
654

I

|

'

the absence of a resisting stratum at the surface, the rock has
been worn down in a continuous slope.— &o/. IV. Dist., p. 878,
379.
3 The act of
incorporation fixed the courthouse at Ithaca, tho
exact locality to be designated by the SurveyorGeneral, or, if ha
neglected to do it, by the judges of the co. court. Unless a sito
was conveyed to the Supervisors and $7,000 secured to bo paid,
the CO. was to be reannexed to the cos. from whence it was
taken. Luther Gere, Wm. R. Collins, and Daniel Batej^ were
appointed to superintend the erection of the co. buildings. The
first CO. officers were Oliver C. Comstock, First
Judi^e ; Archer
Grew, Clerk; Ilenry Bloom, Sheriff; and Andrew D. \V. Bruyn,

Surrogate

TOMPKINS COUNTY.
touchinjj; at all the

landings on the lake.

The
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railroad and canal and lake constitute one of the

principal routes for supplying the West with the anthracite coal of E. Penn.
lour weekly newspapers are now published in the co.^

The three s. towns of this co. were included in the Watkins and Flint's Purchase, and tlic remainder in the Military Tract. A public road was built from Oxford, on Chenango River, directly
through to Ithaca, by Joseph Chaplin, in 1791-92-93, and this became the great highway for innnigratiou in the s. part of the State for many years. As a consequence, the co. imniediately bordering upon the road was rapidly settled. The first immigrants were mostly from New England.
At the place where Ithaca now stands were found cleared fields which had previously been culti-

and these lands were among the first occupied in the co. The next settlements were made in Ulysses, on the w. bank of the lake, and along Chaplin's road in Dryden. Tho
opening of the rich lands of the Genesee country to settlers diverted immigration from this region,
and the co. for many years did not increase in population with the same rapidity as the regions
The growth of the co., however, has been gradual and continuous and now in every
further w.
element of real prosperity it is fully on an average with the other cos. in the State.
vated by the Indians

;

;

CAROLiIiVE —was formed from

Spencer, (Tioga co.,) Feb. 22, 1811, and was transferred to thia
annexed to Danby in 1839. It is the s. e. corner town of the co.
Its surface is an upland, broken by a series of ridges extending n. w. and s. e. 500 to 700 ft. above
The summits of the hills are usually rounded and
the valleys and 1,500 to 1,700 ft. above tide.
The streams are Owego Creek, forming the e. boundary, and
rolling and their declivities steep.
Six Mile Creek and their branches. These streams flow in deep, narrow valleys bordered by steep
The soil is generally a gravelly loam, and is well adapted to grazing. Caroline
hillsides.
Center (p. v.) contains 2 churches and 14 houses Motts Corners, (p. v.,) on Six Mile Creek,
CO.

March

22, 1822.

A part was

;

in the n. w. corner of the town, 1 church, several manufacturing establishments,^ and 40 houses-,
Speeds ville, (p. v.,) upon Boyer Creek, in the s. e. corner, contains 3 churches and 30 houses ;

and Slalerville,
(p. 0.) is

town.
1

near the n. border, 1 church and 30 houses. Caroline Wepot
& S. R. R. Caroline (p. o.) is a hamlet in the n. e. corner of the
IlollO'tv, on the e. line, is a p. o. The first settlement was begun by
(p. v.,)

a station on the C.

Rawson

Capt.

The Seneca BepuWcan, the

was

first

started at Ithaca, .July

BoU.

In 1816

it

paper publisher!
4,

was changed

ISlo,

in the Co.,

by Jonathan Inger-

Ebeuezer Mack, and Mack & Morgan, until 18li4,
when Wm. Andrus became partner, and the paper was
Issued by Mack & Andrus. In 1827 the name was

and

to

The Tompkins American, and in 1834 the paper was discontinued.

The Western Messenger was started at Ithaca in 1826 by A. P.
Searing, and waa continued about 2 years.
The Fhihinthrojnst, <k Universalist paper, was started at Ithaca
in 1S31 bj O. A. Brownson, and was continued about
1 year.

The Ithaca Chronicle was started by D. D. & A. ppencer in Feb.
1828, and was continued by them until 1S63, when
Anson Spencer became sole proprietor. In 1865 it was
changed

The Christian Doctrinal Advocate and Spiritual Wmitor was

to

The
The

R. St. John, editor, continued only a few weeks.
The Trumanshurnh Sun. started Dec. 1840, John
Gray, edltot

was published about 3 years.

The Trumansburgh Hrrald, started March, 1846, S. M. Dav.
editor, was published about 1 vear.
Trumansburgh Weekli/ /»(/eptndeH«, started 1851, was published
but a short time.

The Trumansburgh Gazette was published a short time in 1843
by J. H. Hawes.
655
The Flag of the Union was started at Ithaca in 184S by J. B.
Gosman. In 1850 it was merged in the Ithaca Journal

and Advertiser.
The Templar and Watchman was started at Ithaca in 1853 by
Orlando Lund. It afterward passed into the hands of
Myron S. Barnes, and was continued a short time.
Humsey's Companion was started at Dryden in 1866 by H. D.
Rumsey. It was soon after changed to
The Fireside Companion, and again in a few months to
The Brydm Nnvs. In 1867 it was sold to G. Z. House and
changed to
The New York Confederacy, and was soon after discontinued.
In 1858 it was resuscitati d, as
Tlie Dryden Xews, by Asahel Clapp, by whom it is still
pul dished.

Tlie

The American Citizen, published

by A. E. Barnaby &
Co. It is now published by Anson Spencer, who has
been one of the proprietors from the commencement
of the paper in 1828.

The Lake Light was started at Trumansburgh in 1827 by Wm.
W. i'helps, and was continued about 2 years.
The Trumanshurph Advertiser was published a short time in
1833 by D. Fairchild.
Tlie,

Jeffersonian

and Tompkins Times was

C. Bobbins.

changed the

He soon
name to

started in 1836 by
after sold to G. G. Freer, who

started at Motts Corners in 1837, under the
ausjiices of
7tli Day Baptist
denomination, and was continued
several years.
Tomplcins Volunteer was started at Ithaca by H. C. Geo*
win in 1840. He soon after sold to J. Hunt, jr. It
1843 the title was changed to
Anti-Masonic Sentinel, started at Trumansburgh Fob. 1829,

the

to

Ithaca Journal, Literary Gazette, and General Advertiser, and
about a year afterward a portion of the title was
dropped, and it was issued as
Advertiser. In Dec.
Tlie Ithaca Journal
1833, Mack & Andrus sold to Nathan Kandall; in 1837
Randall sold to Mattison & Barnaby: and in 1839 A.
E. Barnaby became sole proprietor. In 1841 Barnaby
sold to Alfred Wells, and soon after Wells sold to J. H.
Selkreg, the present pullisher.
The Eepuhlican Chronicle was started at Ithaca in June. 1820,
by Spencer & Stockton. In 1823 David D. Spencer
became sole proprietor. In 1826 S. S. Chatterton
bought an interest, and in 1828 he became sole proprietor, and soon after changed the name to
The Ithaca Republican. In 1831 or '32 he again changed the

name

vertiser.

to

Tlie Ithaca Journal, and in 1817 JIack & Shepherd became proprietors. It was successively issued by Mack & Searing,

changed

The Ithaca Herald. In 1837 Nathan Randall became proprietor,
and merged the paper in the Ithaca Journal and Ad-

Tompkins County Democrat

wa.s started at

Ithaca in Sept. 1856, by Timothy Malonv, by
still

whom

it is

published.
flouring mills, two sawmills, a tannery, and woolen factory. One mile below the village is the extensive gun barrel
manufactory of J. & B. I.rt3sey, and, with one exception, the only
one in the State. This establishment was started 50 years
ago,
by Abiel Losey, father of the present proprietors, at Otsego;
thence it was removed to Fall Creek, near Ithaca; thence to
and
thence
to
its
Owego;
present location.
2

Two
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David Rich, who came from Yt. in 1795 and located near Willovv Bridge Widow Earsley, with
five sons and five daughters, from N. J., came in the next year and fi)r several years these were
the only families in town.^ The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed at an early period; the
;

;

first

Garrit Mandeville.
pastor was Rev.

The census

reports 10 churches in town.^

DAIVBY— was

formed from Spencer, (Tioga co.,) Feb. 22, 1811, and was transferred to this
Part of Caroline was annexed April 29, 1839, and a part was annexed to
CO. March 22, 1822.
Caroline in 1856. It lies near the center of the s. border of the co. Its surface is broken by range
of hills extending n. and s. 300 to 400 ft. above the valleys. Their summits are rounded and thei

The valleys are mere ravines. The principal streams are Cayuga
either to this or to
flowing n., and numerous small streams, the latter being tributaries
Owego Creek. The soil is a mixed gravelly and sbaly loam, with occasional patches of clay, and
and 50 houses
is well adapted to grazing.
(p. v.,) in the n. part, contains 3 churches
Beers Settlement, (South Danby p. o.,) near the center, about a dozen houses. "West

declivities generally steep.
Inlet,

Danby,

;

Danby

The first settlers were J. D. Yaple, Dr. Lewis Beers,
is a p. o., near the w. border.
The first church
Jabez Beers, and Joseph Judson, who located at Beers Settlement in 1797.^
are 8 churches in
(Cong.) was formed in 1807 Rev. Daniel Loring was the first pastor. There
;

town.*

DRYDEIV^—was

first

erected as a separate town on Feb. 22, 1803.

It is

a large town,

The surface of the n. half is rolling
of the E. border of the co.
occupying the central portion
The e. border forms the wateror moderately hilly, and that of the s. half hilly and broken.
The highest ridge, in the s. e. part, is
shed between Tioughnioga River and Cayuga Lake.
stream is Fall Creek, flowing s. w. through near the
1,700 to 1,800 ft. above tide. The principal
Several small streams, tributaries
center of the town, on its course affording several millsites.
to Owego Creek, take their rise in the s. part.
Dryden Lake is a small sheet of water 1 mi.
in an elevated valley near the e. border and 1,500 ft. above
long and about ^ mi. wide, lying
mineral spring, strongly impregnated with sulphur, magnesia, and iron, is situated one
tide.
are two
mi. w. of Dryden Village, and has a local notoriety for medicinal virtues. In the n. e. part
on the s. branch of
acres.
hundred
several
area
of
an
(p.
v.,)
each
Dryden,
covering
swamps,
It contains 2 churches, a
Fall Creek, in the e. part of the town, is a flourishing inland village.
522.
establishments.
and
several
Etna, (p. v.,) on Fall
Pop.
manufacturing
large gristmill,
iron
an
saw
and
a
2
mill,
foundery, and machine
churches,
grist
Creek, near the center, contains
in the x. w. part, cont<ains 93 inhabitants Varna,
TFest
230.
v.,)
Dryden,
(p.
Pop.
shop.
near the w. border, 170 inhabitants; Malloryville, Freeville, and
(p. v.,) on Fall Creek,
California are hamlets. The first settlement was commenced in 1797, by Amos Sweet, on the

A

;

built a road from Oxford, Chenango
present site of Dryden Yillage.^ Joseph Chaplin
There
are 9 churches in town.'
in 1791-92-93.
this
town,
passing through

co., to

Ithaca,

formed from Ulysses, March 16, 1821. It lies upon the center of the w.
and it has a mean elevation of 500 to 700 ft. above Cayuga
Lake. The principal streams are Ten Mile Creek and the s. branch of Taughanick Creek. Upon
the former, in the s. E. part of the town, is one of the finest of the beautiful cascades so common
The soil is principally a gravelly
in this CO. It is in a deep gorge, and has a total fall of 230 ft.
loam. Enfield Center (p. v.) contains 2 churches and about 40 dwellings; Enfield (p. v.)
Geltner, John
25 dwellings. Eufield Falls is a hamlet. Among the first settlers were

ETVFIELiD^—was

border of the co.

Its surface is rolling,

Whitlock, Jas. Rumsey, Lewis Owen, and Isaac and John Beech.» There are 5 churches in town.^"
Ebenezer Chansen, who located at Willow Glen in 1798. A
single yoke of oxen, at one load, brought these three families,
from the
consisting of 14 persons, and all their household goods,
Chenango River. Capt. Geo. Robertson (sometimes called the
"father of the town") came in the same year, and settled on l>ot
53. Among the other early settlers were Lyman Hurd, from Vt.,
Dr. Sheldon, Dr. Wolf, Irona Peat, Wm. Daley, Joel Hull, and
Jas. Wood. The first child born was Robert Robertson and the
Daniel
first death was that of the mother of Amos Sweet.
Gen. Cantine built the first gristmill, in 1800.
« 4 M.
Ref.
Prot
F.
W.
and
Lasev taught the first school, in 1804. Amos Lewis kept the
Prot.
Bap.,
Cong.,
D.,
Bap.,
E.,
E.,
from
and
Col. Hopkins,
firs t inn, Joel Hull the first store,
Homer,
Univ.
3 The first settlers of W. Danby wereTh. Spaulding,Wm.
Hugg, built the first mill, in 1800.
1 6 M. E., 2 Presb.. 2
and M. Barker. The first death was an infant son of Lewis BeardsBap., and R. C.
8 Named from Enfield, Ct.
loy.
Joseph Judson taught the first school, Dr. Beers kept the
9 John
first inn and store, and Peter Yaple built the first gristmill.
Applegate kept the first inn, Samuel lugersoll the first
* 3 M.
store, and Benj. Ferris built the first mill.
E., 2 Bap., Cong., Prot. E., and Swedenborgian.
10 2 M,
B Named in honor of John Dryden, the English poet.
and Presb.
E., Christian, Bap.,
* The next aottlers were Ezekiel tSaudford, David Foot, and
1

Among other

early settlers were T. Tracy, S. Yates, A. Boyer,

and M. Reed, tVom Mass.; Joseph Chambers, Richard Bush, and
Hartmore Earnest, from Ulster co.. in 1798 Levi Slater, (formerly
of Slaterville,) Chas. and .John Mulks,.)ohn Cautine, (tirst settler
at Motts Corners,) and James Bishop, all from Ulster, and John
Koiinceville, from Mass., in 1801. The first child born was Harriet Ronnceville. The first school was taught by John Robinson.
Richard Bush kept the first inn, Isaac Miller the first store, and
;

;

m

^^.
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GROTOX' —was formed from Locke,
was changed March

13, 1818.

C57

co.,) as "Division," April 7, 1817, and its name
corner town in the co. Its surface is rolling or

(Cayuga

It is the n. e.

moderately hilly. From the valleys the land rises by long and gradual slopes to a height of 100
300 ft. The highest point in town is about 1,500 ft. above tide. The principal streams are

to

Owasco Inlet and Fall Creek. Bear Swamp, in the vv. part, contains an area of several hundred
acres. The soil is a fine quality of gravelly loam, underlaid by slate. Oroton,
(p. v.,) on Owasco
Inlet, near the center of the town, contains 3 churolios, the Groton Academy, and several manufacturing establishments.- Pop. 587. 3IcK<ean, (p. v.,) on Fall Creek, in the s. E., contains 5
churches, several factories,' and 40 houses. Peruville, (p. v.,) near the s. border, contains 2

churches, a saw and grist mill, pail factory, and 30 houses. Gl'otou City, (p. v.,) in the n. e.
corner, and
Groton, (p. v.,) in the n. w., contain about 11 houses each. IleilSUUiS

West

Corners

a hamlet, in the s. w. corner. Among the first settlers were Saml. Hogg, at West
Ichabod Brown, John Guthrie, and
Perrin, at Groton and J. Williams, J. IloughtalThe census reports 11 churches.*
ing, and W. S. Clark, at East Groton.

Groton

is

;

;

ITHACA^— was formed from

Ulysses, I\Iarch 16, 1821. It is the central town in the co., lying
head of Cayuga Lake. A tract of land 2 mi. long and li broad, low and nearly level,
extends s. from the lake shore; and from this the valley of Cayuga Inlet opens to the s. vv. and
that of Six Mile Creek to the s. e.
Ridges 400 to 700 ft. high, with steep declivities, separate
these valleys and svirround the low land and the head of the lake.
From the summits the surface
spreads out into a rolling upland. A marsh J mi. wide borders immediately on the lake. The
streams are Fall, Cascadilla, Six Mile, Buttermilk, and Ten Mile Creeks, and Cayuga Inlet. In
their course from the uplands each of these streams plunges down the wall-like precipices which
surround the lake, forming series of cascades which for beauty and variety are scarcely equaled
elsewhere.® The soil is a fertile, gravelly loam upon the uplands, and a deep, rich alluvium in the
Itliaca, (p. v.,) IJ mi. s. of the head of Cayuga Lake, is the co. seat, and the comvalleys.
at the

co.
It is beautifully situated upon a fine alluvial plain, bordered on 3 sides
and on the fourth by the lake, with which it is connected by a navigable inlet. It contains the Ithaca Academy,' 9 churches,* 2 banks, 4 printing offices, and a large number of manufacturing establishments.' The commercial interests of the place are extensive and important. A
daily line of steamboats on the lake running between this place and Cayuga Bridge, in connection
with the C. & S. R. R., serves to connect the Erie R. R. on the s. with the N. Y. Central on the n.^"
The lake is also a link in the great chain of the internal water navigation of the State, and upon

mercial center of the

by

lofty hills,

a large amount of canal commerce, centering at Ithaca, is carried on. The transhipment of
Scran ton and Lackawanna coal brought by the C. & S. R. R. forms an important and constantly
growing branch of business. A large proportion of the anthracite coal for the Northern and AVestern
markets is supplied through this avenue.^^ The public schools cf the village are graded, and are

it

in a flourishing condition. The annual attendance is about 1,200.^'^ The village was incorp. April
2, 1821.
Pop. 4,908. The first settlement of the town was made by Jacob Yaple, Isaac
1

2

Named from Groton, Ct.
Three carriage shops, a foundery, machine shop, and thrash-

—

9 The manufactories are as follows
3 flouring mills, 3 paper
mills, 5 plaster mills, 1 oil mill, 1 oilcloth factory, 1 brewery,
1 lead pipe factory, 1 rake factory, 4 carriage shops, 2
tanneries,
2 sewing silk factories, 4 furnaces and machine shops, 2 .sawmills, 1 manufactory of collars, bosoms, and neckties, and 8 boatyards ; 25 to 30 boats are annually built, at an aggregat<> cost of
$50,000 to $60,000. The silk manufactories employ leO pei-sons,
and produce GOO lbs. of sewing silk per week.
:

ing machine factory.
s
Thrashing uiaihine factory, pail factory, two furnaces, flouring mills, and '2 .sawmills.
* 2
Bap., 3 M. E., 3 Cong., Wes. Meth., Prot. E., and Univ.
B Name
applied by Simeon De Witt, and borrowed fnan one
of the Ionian Isles, the home of Ulysses. It was originally
called "The Flats," and its name was brought into nse by being
placed upon a tavern sign.
Khig's Early Hist, nf Ithaca. Mr.
De Witt, who for more than 50 years held the office of Surveyor
General, became the owner of the site of Ithaca and the sur-

—

The Ithaca & Owego R. R. the second R. B. chartered in the
was incorp. in 1828, and opened in the spring of 18,U. It
mi. long, and had 2 inclined planes ascending from Ithaca.
first was 1,733| ft. long, with 405 ft. rise, and the second
2,225 ft. long, with a vise of 1 ft. in 21. The total elevation in 8
mi. was 602 ft., which was 602 ft. above Its s. terminus at
Ithaca. Horse-power was at first used throughout the entire
In the first 6 months it transported
length of the road.
12,000 tons of freight and 3.300 passengers. The State having
a lien upon the road, the Comptroller sold it at auction on
the 20th of May, 1842, for $4,500, to ArchihaM :.!cTnt.-.re and
others. For $13,-500 it was put in operation, under the n;inie of
the Cayuga & Susquehanna R.R. The inclined plane w;i3 sub
sequently changed to a circuitous grade road, and horses were
superseded by locomotives. This road is now leased to the Delaware. Lackawanna & Western R. R., and it is extensively used
10

—

—

State

rounding countjy about the time, or soon after, the first settlement. He died at this place Dec. 3, 1834; his remains have
since been removed to the Albany Rural Cemetery.

was
The

2!)

—

*

Upon Fall Creek, within the space of 1 mi., are 5 falls, varying in height from 44 to 125 ft. The deep gorge through which
the stream flows is bordered by perpendicular cliffs. A tunnel
10 to 12 ft. wide, and 13 ft. high was excavated
through the rock for hydraulic purposes in 1831-32, by J. S.
Eeebo. Upon Cascadilla, Six Mile, and Buttermilk Creeks are
also successions of fine cascades, within the limits of the town.
At Buttermilk Falls the water rushes down at an angle of about
45 degrees, in a sheet of perfectly white foam, the appearance
of the water furnishing a name to both the cascades and the
stream.
7 In 1822 the Genesee Conference of the M. E. Church
applied
for the incorporation of a college, to be located at Ithaca, and
considerable sums were pledged for this object; but the project
failed ^f accomplishment.
e 2 W. E.,
Bap., Presb., Cong., Prot. E., Ref. Prot. D., Af.
Meth., and R. C.
2ttO ft. long,

for the transportation of coal.
1'
During the past few years the coal trade h.as averaged
90,000 tons per annum. This trade will probably largely itji-eaee
with the increased ficilities ti:)r moving the coal forward.
12 A Lancasterian school was
early established here, and was

42

continued to within a few years, when
present system of public schools.

it

was suptrseded by th»
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of Ithaca Village in 1789.
The
Ilinepa-w', who located on the present site
land that they occupied had previously been partially cultivated by the Indians.' The first
church (Presb.) was organized in 1804-05, with seven members.

Dumond, and Peter

—

IjAIVSIXG was formed from Genoa, (Cayuga co.,) April 7, 1817. It lies upon the e. bank
of Cayuga Lake, in the N. part of the co. The surface is principally a rolling upland, 500 ft. above
Salmon Creek, the principal stream, flows s. through near
the lake, bordered by steep declivities.
the center of the town. Its valley is narrow and bordered by steep hillsides.
Gulf, Tuwnly,
and Hedden Creeks are

principal tributaries.

its

The

soil is

generally a

fertile,

gravelly loam.

on Salmon Creek, about 1 mi. from its mouth, contains 2 churches,
several factories,^ and about 50 dwellings.
Lansing'ville, (P-v.,) on the ridge w. of Salmon
Creek, in the N. part of the town, contains 1 church and 25 dwellings. Worth I^ansin^, (p. o.,)
in the N. E. corner, Lake Ridge, (p. o.,) on the bluff above the lake, in the n. w. corner, and
liberty ville (South Lansing p. o.) are hamlets of about a dozen houses each. East L<ailsing and Forest City are p. offices. Forest City Water Cure is finely situated on the bluff

JLudlOWVille,

(p. v.,)

overlooking the lake, in the s. part of the town. The first settlement was begun in 1769, by emigrants from N. J.' The census reports 7 churches in town.*

IVE1VFIEL.D— was formed from Spencer, (Tioga co.,) as "Cai/iita," Feb. 22, 1811. Its name
was changed March 29, 1822, and a part was annexed to Catharines (Schuyler co.) in 1853. It is
the s. w. corner town in the co. The surface is high and hilly, the ridges being 400 to 600 ft.
above the valleys and 1,500 to 1,700 ft. above tide. The streams are Cayuga Inlet and Ten Mile
Creek and their branches. The valleys of these streams are usually narrow and bordered by
A portion of the w. part of the town is yet uncultivated. The soil is a shaly and
Bteep hillsides.
clayey loam, best adapted to grazing. IVevrtield, (p. v.,) in the n. e. part of the town, contains
3 churches, 2 flouring mills, 2 carriage shops, a woolen factory, an oilcloth factory, and about 80
dwellings. Trumbull Corners, (p. v.,) on the n. border, contains 1 church and 20 dwellings.

Poney

Ilolloir

located at

(p. o.) is

Poney Hollow.*

IJIjYSSES

—was

a hamlet in the

The census

formed March

s.

w. part.

The

first settler

was

Jas.

Thomas, who

reports 3 churches in town.*

1799. Dryden was taken off in 1803, and Ithaca and
bank of Cayuga Lake, on the n. border of the co. A range
of bluffs 600 ft. high, with steep declivities, borders upon the lake and from their summits the
The only considerable stream is Taughanick
surface spreads out in an undulating upland.
(Ti-kaw-nik) Creek, which crosses the town from the w. In its descent from the plateau to the
lake this stream forms a series of cascades, the principal of which is known as Taughanick Falls.
These falls have receded about 1 mi. from the shore of the lake, and have worn a deep gorge in
the yielding shales, with banks 380 ft. high. The stream now falls, in an unbroken sheet, over a
limestone terrace 210 ft. in height. About J mi. farther up the gorge is another fall, of 40 ft. The

Enfield in 1821.

It lies

5,

upon the w.

;

soil

is

a fine quality of gravelly loam,

Trumansburgll,'

(p. v.,)

near the n. border of the

town, is the second village in the co. in amount of business and population. It contains 4 churches,
the Trumansburgh Academy, and several manufacturing establishments.* Pop. 1,052. Jack>
sonville, (p. v.,) near the center of the town, contains 1 church and 50 houses. Waterburgb, near the w. border, contains 1 church, mills, and 40 dwellings. Halseyville* is a
hamlet.

The

first

settlements were

commenced by Samuel Weybum,

Creek, and by Abner and Philip Tremaine, on the
(Presb.)

was formed by Jedediah Chapman,

at the

mouth

of

Taughanick

of Trumansburgh, in 1792.'" The first church
in 1803.
There are now 6 churches in town."

Among the otiierearly settlers were families named McDowel,
l)avenport, Bloom, King. Patchin, Star, Conrad, Markle, Sayers,
and Brink. The first child born was a dati)2;hter of John Dumond.
Sept. 1VS9. The first death was that of lUchel Allen, in 1790.
A man named J^ightfoot brought a boat load of goods up the
lake in 1792, and he continued a kind of itinerating trade for
David Quigg opened the first regular store;
Beveral years.
Hartshorn kept the first inn; and Jacob Yaple built the first
Howe
mill, in 1790. Dr. Frisbee was the first physician, and
the first teacher. The first families were a month in getting
from Kingston (Ulster co.) to Owego, and 19 days from thence
1

to their destination.
- Grist and saw mills and

an ax helve factory.
8
Amonj the early settlers were Wra. Goodwin, Silas Ludlow,
Abrara Blixim, and families named Beardsley, Depuy. Minier,
Allen. Atwater. and Bowker, who came in 1791; Sam'lGlbbs and
Holmes, in 1792: and Abram Van Wagner, in 1797. The
first marriage was that of Henry Bloom and Miss Goodwin and
the first death, that of the wife of Henry Bloom, in 179.S. Wm.
Boyse kept the first inn, at Libertyville. The first night of his

^—

:

site

stay in the house a rattlesnake crept into the bed and slept with
his children.
Tooker kept the first store ; Hemy Ludlow,
of Ludlowville, built the first mill, in 1798.
* 4 M.
E., 2 Bap., and Presl).
5
Among the early settlers were S. Chambers, Elijah Moore,
Carter, and Dan'l B. Swartwood. Jeremi:ih Hall kept the
first inn, George Dudley the first
the first mill.
6
M. E.. and Presb.

store;

and John Greene

built

Bap.,

' Name derived and
corrupted from Tremaine, the first Cimlly
of settlers.
8 y
flouring mills and 2 furnaces and machine shops.
• Named from XieoU
Halsey, the first settler.
1" .John McLallen. a
young man. accompanied the Tremaines
in the capacity of teamster. The first child bom wa.s Calvin
Tremaine, in 1794: and thi' first marriage, that of John McLallen
and Mary King, Dec. 12. 1799. John McLallen kept the first inn,
Henshiiw the first store: Abner Tremaine built the first
mill
and Stephen Woodworth taught the first school, all at
U 3 M. E., Bap., Presb., and R. C.
Trumansburgh.
;
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellinfjs, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Atjricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Tompkins County.
Acres of Land.

Nakes

of Towns.

s ^

,

Danby
Drydfn
,

Uroton
Ithaca

,

Lansing
Newfield
Ulysses
Total

,

ftni.

21.993i
39,8141
17,6111
23.581J
15,395
29.363

12,004
11.445
19,021i
6,257
7,981
3,82Si
7.912

20.9S4J
16,752

205,6161

•20,120i

•4

S

t

Kufifld

j

8~?

I
Caroline

Population.

VALU.VTION OF 1858.

$23,761
32.860
132.660
16.000
186.950
841,708
135.275

14.040i
3.474i

$350,246
393.929
9o8.tU4
302,587
612,615
1,341.890
918,765
419.731
611.260

174.025

785,275

84,96:3}

5,915,617

1,566,219

7,481,836

2.i,000

$380,007
426,779
1,091.264
318.587
799.665
2,183,598
1,054.030
442.731

ULSTER COUi^TY.
This county was formed Nov. 1, 1683,^ and included the country
between the Hudson and the Delaware, bounded n. and s. by due
E. and w. lines passing through the mouths of Sawyers and Murderers Creeks. A part of Delaware was taken off in 1797, a part
A portion was annexed
of Greene in 1800, and Sullivan in 1809.
to Orange in 1798, and the town of Oatskill was annexed from

same year. It lies on the w. bank of the Hudson,
distant
68 mi. from Albany, and contains 1,204 sq. mi.
centrally
The CatsIts surface is mostly a hilly and mountainous upland.

Albany

co. the

Mts. extend
occupy the n. w. part and the Shawangunk
from the s. w. corner nearly through the co. The mountain
with rocky
region consists of irregular ridges and isolated peaks
The summits are 1,500 to 2,000 ft. above
Bides and summits too steep and rough for cultivation.
The remaining parts of the co. are generally broken and hilly. Esopus Creek flows
the Hudson.
It receives
in a tortuous course through the n. part and discharges its waters into the Hudson.
Platte Kil from the n. Rondout Creek enters the s. w. corner of the co. and flows n. e. along the w,
kill Mfcs.

;

N. E.

Shawangunk Mts. and enters the Hudson at Rondout. It receives as tributaries
in the s. w. part of the co., and Walkill near its mouth. The latter stream flows
Creek
Sandburgh
small brooks and creeks.
along the e. foot of the Shawangunk Mts. The remaining streams are
The rocks of the co. are composed of the Portage and Chemung shales, in the e. part, and the
Shawangunk grit or Oneida conglomerate, in the w. part. Drift deposits are found in nearly every
Lead ore is found to some extent among the Shawangunk Mts.^
part.
At an early period the Esopus grit was largely quarried and manufactured into millstones.'
declivity of the

The Ulster co. Cement
Water-limestone of an excellent quality is found and largely quarried.*
has an excellent reputation throughout the United States, and is used in immense quantities on
It was used on Croton, Brooklyn,
fortifications and other Government works requiring solidity.
Cochituate, Albany, Washington, and other water-works. It finds a ready market in every port
on the seaboard from New Brunswick to Texas. It has been exported to California and South
America, and is largely used in and around New York, Boston, and Philadelphia, upon public
and private buildings. The cement rocks are quarried usually on the hillsides, and these openings
The rock outcrops in a belt running N. e. and
often extend in galleries under the overlying rock.
s. w., first appearing on the Hudson a few miles n, of Kingston Point, and extending 20 to 25 mi.
to the town of Rochester, but is lost from view at the surface in several places between these
In the section occupied by the Portage group of rocks are found extensive outcrops of
points.
thin bedded sandstone, yielding a fine quality of flagging, which is largely quarried and exported.*
The soil is generally a good quality of sandy and gravelly loam, in some places intermixed with

Most of the valleys are covered with a deep, rich alluvium.
Most of the land is best adapted to grazing. Dairying is extensively pursued, and spring grain

clay.

charter it is said to "contain the towns of Kin<rston,
and Marbletowu, Fuxhall, and the New Pallz, and all
villages, neighborhoods, and Christian habitations on the w. side
of the Hudson's Kiver, from the Murderers Creek, near the Highlands, to the Sawyers Creek." It was named from the Irish title
of the Duke of York. The bounds between this and Albany co.
were not fully settled at the Revolution. An act was passed
in 1774, but nothing was done under it toward a settlement, and
An act was also passed in 1774 to run
it was rejienbd iu 17S8.
and mark the boundary of this and Orange counties from E. of
1

In

its

Iluvlt-y,

the

^hawangunk

Mts. to the l>elaware.

A mine was opened near Elknville more than 40 years ago.
was never worked to profit, and is now abandoned, 'ihe
Ulster Mine, near Sullivan co. line, was opened in 1837. It is
600 or 700 feet above the valley. The galena in these mines is
associated with blende, iron and copper pyrites, calcite, and
quartz. There are indications and vague traditions that these
mines were worked at a much earlier period and yielded profits
beyond computation.
s

It

8 In Smith's
History, written in 1732, this co. is said to be
noted for fine flour, beer, and a good breed of draft horses. The
millstones then quarried about lU mi. from the river had acquired celebrity, and were said to far exceed those from Colen,
in Europe, formerly imported at £80 the pair, while Esopus
660

—

—

stones did not cost a fourth part of that sum. Small millstones
for family use are still made for the Southern market; but the
business has lost much of its former importance. A finer quality
of these grits, when calcined and crushed, furnishes the silex
nsed in the glass manufacture at Ellenville.
* Water-limestone was accidentally discovered on the line of

the Erie Canal, by Canvass White, an engineer, in 1818. In 1820
he obtained a patent, and subsequently obtained .judgment
against one or more of the contractors for using it. The first
waterlime or cement made in Ulster co. was about the time the
Delaware & Hudson Canal was commenced. Its manufacture has
now become a leading and profitable pursuit, employing about
81,000,000 of capital and 1,000 men. In March, 1869, there were
15 establishments in the co., owned by individuals and companies.

is of a bluish gray color and slaty texture, and
size and from
split into slabs of almost any manageable
4 inches in thickness. The rock is traversed by joints or
seams, that divide very smoothly and greatly facilitate the labor
of quarrying. It is brought down to the river and shipped in
immense quantities .at every landing in the co. and transported
to New York and other places along the coast. The business
employs a large number of hands.

The stone

6

may be
1 to
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Fruit growing is becoming an important branch of business. Manuand lumber are located in the western towns,^ and water-lime in the eastern.
The commerce, carried on by means of the river and canal, is large, and is constantly increasing.
The CO. seat is located at Kingston.'^ The courthouse is a fine stone edifice, situated upon Wall
It is well arranged and furnished and
The
is a stone building in rear of the courthouse.
St.*

ia

raised to

some

extent.

factures of sole leather

jail

on the corner of
kept in good order.* The clerk's office is in a fireproof one story building
Fair and Main Sts.^ The poorhouse is located upon a farm of 140 acres, on the s. line of New
It is poorly constructed, not ventilated at all, and is entirely unfit
Paltz, 16 mi. s. w. of Kingston.
The average number of inmates is 175, supported at a weekly
for the purposes for which it is usod.
is

A

The farm yields a revenue of $500.
work of internal improvement in the co.
It extends from Rondout, on the Hudson, up Rondout and Sandburgh Creeks, through Kingston,
Rosendale, Marbletown, Rochester, and Wawarsing. It opens a direct communication between the
The Delaware & Hudson Canal Co. was incorp. April 23,
coal mines of Penn. and the Hudson.
1823, and the canal was finished in 1828.''
One daily and 7 weekly newspapers are now published in the co.*
The Dutch established a trading post upon the present site of Rondout in 1614, and probably a
few Dutch families settled in the immediate vicinity soon after. This early settlement was broken
up by Indian hostilities, and a new one was commenced between 1630 and MO. This was again
attacked by the Indians, and in 1655 was abandoned. Before 1660, settlers had again located at
In 1660 a treaty had been concluded with the Indians and the people were
Kino-ston and vicinity.
June 7,
so unsuspicious of danger that they left open the gates to their fort both day and night.
the
to
while
in
at
the
fort
into
came
Indians
trade,
the
numbers,
great
apparently
Wiltwyck
1663,
At a given signal
in their usual avocations out of doors.
greater part of the people were engaged
the Indians commenced the work of destruction.
Recovering from their first panic, the whites
Indians out of the fort;
rallied, under the leadership of Thomas Chambers, and finally drove the
18 whites were killed, and 42 were carried away prisoners. The out settlements were all destroyed.
A destructive war ensued, in which the Ulster Indians were nearly exterminated. During this war
the valley of the Wall Kil was discovered, and soon after the peace of 1663 it was occupied by a
the valleys of Esopus,
colony of French Huguenots.® The settlements gradually extended along
cost of §1.25 each.

school

is

taught 6 months in the year.*

The Delaware & Hudson Canal

is

the only important

;

1 The
principal tanneries are in Shandaken, Olive, Woodstock,
Denning, Ilardeuburgh, and Wawarsing.
2 A courthouse and jail were built soon after the incorp. of the
CO.. and an appropriation was made for their repair .Tnlr 21, 1715.
These buildings proving inadequate, an act of General Assembly,
lot to be sold
passed Oct. 14, 1732, allowed the old buildings and
and new buildings to be erected. Kepairs were authorized in
1745, 1750, 1765, and 1773; and in 1775 a further sum was
The courthouse and jail were
granted to complete them.
turned by the British Oct. 16, 1777, and a lottery was granted 6
months after to raise £2,000 to rebuild them. By act of March
19, 1778, the sheriff's mileage was directed to be computed from
the house of Mrs. Ann DuBoise.an innkeeper in New Paltz.
3 The first
county officers under State government were Levi
Pauling, First Judge; Egbert Dumond, Sheriff; and Joseph

Gasherie, Surrogate.
* The Senate Committee in 18.57 report this jail as one of the
he^t in the State; but.asl5or20 prisoners escaped in the winter
of 1858 and '59, the correctness of the committee's conclusions
may well be questioned.
6 Dutchess and Ulster cos. were Incorp. at the same time, and
were united for about 30 years. The records of Dutchess co. for
that period are found in the Ulster co. clerk's office.
6 The Senate Committee of 1857 report that they found 12 cells
for lunatics in an old, dilapidated building so open that it was
scarcely possible to keep the inmates from perisliing.
7 Sec
The Canal Company owns a R. R. over the
page 63.
mountain from Honesdale to Carbondale, Penn., and the coal
mines at the latter place. It formerly owned most of the boats
on the canal, and leased them to boatmen. About 1850 the
Penn. Coal Company made an arrangement, by which upon
payment of toll they were allowed to transport coal in their
own boats from Ilawley to Port Ewen.
8 The New York Journal and ^dt)/e?-?!'scr— published by .John

r/ie

The

The Plebeian and Ulster Co. Advertiser.
The Ulster Sentinel was published at Kingston about 1-826-28
by Charles 0. Dc Witt.
The Ulster Repul>lican was commenced at Kingston
in ]8:;8 by t^. Curtiss, jr. It is now published by liommell & Lounsbery.

The
The
The
The

Ulster I'alladium was commenced at Saugerties in 1828 by
P. J. Fish and C. Frary. Its name was subsequently
changed to
Ulster FaUadium and Manufacturers' J.nirnal.
Natimml Pioneer was published at Milton in 18.30 by Dan'l
S. Tuthill.
Ulster Star was commenced at Saugerties in Jan. 1833, by

Wm. Cully.

The Ulster County Wliig was commenced at Kingston in 1835
by Wallace & Brown.
The Kingston Democratic Journal was commenced in 1837 by \\ m. H. Romeyn, its present publisliei.
The Political Pfformer was commenced at Kingston in 1840 by
H. M. Komeyn.
The Ulster Huguenot was commenced at Kingston in 1843 by
J. Culiy and T. F. Baldwin.
The Hiclaory Democrat was issued at Kingston, as a campaign

The

paper, in 1S44.

Ulster

Democrat

was commenced

1840 by A. A. Bengali.

It

is

now

at

Kingston in

published by S. R.

Hnrlow.

Kingston Dally Clironicle is issued from the
same office.
The Ulster Telegraph was commenced at Saugerties in 1846 by
Its name was subsequently
Solomon S. Hommell.

Tlie

cliangeil to

Tlie SaugertiesTelegrapli, Elting&Rosepaugh, pubs.

The Rondoiit Freeman, started in 1S59, is now issued
by Vaurauri'n A (iildersleeve.
Holt, and which wa-s removed from New York to Pough— The Rondont
Courier was commenced in 1847. It is
keepsie in 1776 in consequence of British occupation
now imlilished liv J. V. liugeman.
Oct.
1777.
from
to
was published at Kingston
.Tuly
in 1817. It
Farmers' Eegiater was commenced at Kingston in 1792 by The Ellenville Journal was commenced
is now published bv 0. A. Campbell.
Nicholas Power and Wm. Copi).
is published at Kingston by Daniel
Rising Sun was commenced at Kingston in 1793 by Wm. The People's Press

Brailburv.
Copp and Saml S. Freer.
of New Nether9 After the
was commenced at Kingston in 1798 by Sam'l
peaie of 1 COO the Director General
lands shipped 11 Indians prisoners to Curajoa to be sold as
S. and A. Freer.
in
made
attack
the
1603, and th«
to
The Pkheian was commenced at Kingston in Nov. 1805, by slaves. This outrage led
Nine d.iys after the retreat of the
.Tessa Buell, who continued as editor until 1813. In 1827 bloody war that followed.
in
attack
June, I6G3, a reinIndians from the
upon Wiltwyck,
its name was changed to

The

Ulster Gazette

ULSTER COUNTY.

662

Rondout, and Walkill Creeks and their tributaries. Besides the manorial grant of Fox Hall,^ the
English made township grants of Kingston, New Paltz, Marbletown, Rochester, Hurley, Shawangunk, and Marlborough. During the Revolution the frontier settlements were exposed to Indian

and before the close of the war were all destroyed or abandoned. The river towns were
taken by the British in 1777, and most of them were pillaged and burned. The Provincial Conheld several sessions at Kingston during the war and soon after. The
gress and State Legislature
there were probably fewer tories in this co. than in any
people were nearly all ardent patriots and
Since the Revolution the co. has steadily progressed in wealth and
other section of the State.
hostilities,

;

The completion of the Delaware & Hudson Canal was a marked era in the history
population.
of the industry of the co. and the commencement of the cement manufacture and stone quarrying
;

have greatly added

to its

permanent prosperity.

—

DEiViVI^VCr* was formed from Shandaken, March 6, 1849. A part of Hardenburgh wag
taken off in 1859. It lies in the n. w. part of the co., upon the border of Sullivan. Its surface is
a broken and mountainous upland. A spur of the Catskill Mts. extends through the town, with a
mean elevation of 1,500 to 2,000 ft. Its streams are head branches of Rondout Creek and Neversink River.

The

valleys are

narrow ravines bordered by steep and rocky

hillsides.

The

soil

upon

the uplands is a gravelly loam, and in the valleys a sandy loam. The settlements are chiefly confined
to the valleys. Denning' is a p. o. near the center. De't^ittsvllle is a hamlet near the s. line.

This town, though large, has the least population of any town in the co. Its chief wealth consists in it-s
heavy growth of hemlock and hard wood. Settlements were made at a comparatively recent period.'

ESOPUS —

A

was fbrmed from ^'Kingston," April 5, 1811.
part was setoff to Kingston, and a
part of Hurley was annexed, in 1818, and a part of New Paltz was annexed April 12, 1842. It
lies upon the Hudson, and is the central town upon the E. border of the co. Its surface is rolling
in the

e.

and moderately hilly in the w.

A range of hills

extends n. and

s.

through near the center

of the town, the highest peak being 1,632 ft. above tide. Huzzys Hill, s. of Rondout, is 1,000
Wall Kil forms the w. and n. boundaries, and Swarte Kil and Black Creek flow through the

ft.

high.

s.

part.*

The soil is a light, clay loam. Fruit growing is becoming an important branch of business. Cement is largely manufactured, and an extensive commerce is carried on by means of the river and
Delaware & Hudson Canal.* Port E^ven, (p. v.,) upon the Hudson, s. of the mouth of Ron-

A large part of the- coal brought forward
is a village built up by the Penn. Coal Co.
by the canal is here shipped upon barges for the Northern market. Pop. 1,300." Arnoldton,
(p. V.,) upon Walkill Creek, in the s. part of the town, contains a church, woolen factory, cotton
SoBitli Rondout, upon Rondout Creek, in the n. part, contains
factory, and 150 inhabitants.
an extensive cement and lime factory, a lager beer brewery, a brickyard, several boatyards, and
568 inhabitants. Dasliville, upon Walkill Creek, in the s. part, contains a cement factory and
20 houses. Sleigbtsburgli, upon the Hudson, at the mouth of Rondout Creek, contains an
extensive shipyard and 40 houses. Ellmoret^ Corners, (Esopus p. o.,) upon the Hudson, contains a church and 40 houses. Amesiille (p. o.) and Atkarton are hamlets. Freerville,
in the n. part, contains a gristmill and 20 houses.
Settlements were made by the Dutch, soon
after their first occupation of the co.'' The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) of which there is any record
was formed in 1751; Rev. G. W. Mancius was the first preacher.^
dout Creek,

is

GARI>I\ER.' —was

formed from Rochester,

an

s.

interior town, lying

New

It
Paltz, and Shawangunk, April 2, 1853.
The surface is rolling in the e. and hilly in the

of the center of the co.

forcenient of 40 men, nnder Ensign Myssen, arrived, and relieved the fort. Capt. Krygier, witli a cannon and a force of 210
men, pursued the Indians to their forts and destroyed their

In Sept. another expedition surprised an Indian fort. 36
mi. s. w. of Wiltwycli. killed the chief and 20 others, and restored 22 captives. The Indians were effectually broken and
scattered, and late in the fall they sued for peace and restored
all the remaining prisoners except 3.
1 Thomas
Chambers, the original proprietor of this patent,
endeavored by will to entail it in his family; but it passed to
strangers before the Revolutiim.
2 Named in honor of Wm. H.
Denning, former proprietor of a
large part of the town.
8 The first sawmill was built in 1R27, and the first
tannery in
grain.

1850, at Dewittsville, by De Witt & Reynolds.
*
^'Sopus,'" as known by the Dutch, included both Kintrston
and the country s. of the Rondout. Their descendants still designate Kingston as "Sopus," and the corporate town above
uamed as "Klein Si^pus," or Little Sopus. The word is of Indian

—

The Esopus Indians who lived in this region when
known to the whites were of the Algonquin stock, and
were allied to the Mohegan and the other river tribes.
6
Along the bluffs that overlook the Hudson are several fine
origin.

—

first

country residences. Two lighthouses a.'e built in the river opposite this town.
6 Named from John
Ewen, President of the Penn. Coal Company. The village was laid out in 1851 nearly all of the in;

habitants are more or less interested in the coal trade.
1 .lohannes Louw was born in 1681
Baltus Terpcning and
These, so tar as is
Tryntje Van A'liet were married in 1682.
known, were the first birth and marriage in town. Wm. Ilinnian taught a school, at the Hook, in 1763. A mill was built
on Black Creek prior to ISOO. A cotton factory was built at
Dashville in 1828, and the one now at Arnoldton in 1630; tha
former is standing idle.
8 There are 6 churches in town
3 Ref. Prot. D., M. E., Prot. E,
;
;

and Friends.
6

Named

in

honor of Addison Gardiner, formerly Lieut. Gov.
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center and w.

The Shaw.angnnk Mts. extend along the h^. border.^ The "Wall Kil flows v. e.
through
near the center and receives
Shawangunk Kil from the s. w. The soil is princijially a gravelly loam,
with clay and alluvium along the streams. Lumber and leather are manufactured to some extent.

Tilfliilltown, (Tuthill p. o.,) upon Shawangunk Kil, near its mouth, contains 20 dwellings.'
Liibertyville, (p. o.,) on the n. line, and Jcnkinstown are hamlets. The first settlement
was made at an early period, by a colony of French
Huguenots. The lirst church was formed in
1833 Rev. Wm. Brush was the first preacher.
;

IIARDEA^BURGn^—was

formed from Denning and Shandaken, April 15, 1859. It He
Its surface is a broken and mountainous
upland, the highest
8un-mits being 2,000 ft. above tide. It
occupies a portion of the watershed between the Hudson
and Delaware.
Beaver Kil, Mill Brook, and Dry Brook take their rise in the town. DryBrook (West Shandaken p. o.) is a hamlet.
extreme w. corner of the

in the

co.

HURl-EY*—

A

was granted by patent Oct. 19, 1708.*
part of
released by Margaret Livingston, and was annexed March 3, 1789
taken ofi" in 1809, a part of Esopus in 1818, a part of Olive in 1823,
and a part of Woodstock in 1853. It is an interior town, lying n. e.

;

the Ilardenburgh Patent
and a part of New Paltz

waa
was

a part of Rosendale in 1844,
of the center of the co.
The

is a rolling and
moderately hilly upland, the highest summits being about 700 ft. above
Esopus Creek flows n. e. through the s. part. Along its course are extensive fertile flats.
The soil is a sandy loam, a considerable portion lying n. of the creek being unfit for cultivation.
Stone quarrying is extensively carried on.® Hurley, (p. v.,) on Esopus Creek, contains a church
and 160 inhabitants;'' and West llurley, (p. v.,) in the n. part, 2 churches and 25
dwellings.
The first settlements were made by the Dutch, about 1680.^ This tovm became the refuge of the

surface
tide.

inhabitants of Kingston
(Ref. Prot. D.)

when

was formed

the latter place

in 1800

;

was taken by the

British in 1777.

Rev. Thos. G. Smith was the

The

first

church

first pastor.'

KliVGSTO^ — was

incorp. by patent May 19, 1607, and was recognized as a town May 1,
Fox Hall Patent was annexed March 12, 1787." Esopus and Saugerties were taken ofl" in
1811; a part of Esopus was annexed in 1818, and a part was annexed to Saugerties in 1832. It
lies upon the Hudson, n. of the center of the co.
Its surface is broken and hilly, the
highest
summit being Kuykuyt or Lookout Mt., about 600 ft. above tide. Esopus Creek flows n. e. through
near the center, receiving Saw Kil from the w. as tributary. Rondout Creek forms the s.
boundary.
The soil is principally a clayey loam. A large business in coal, ice, and stone is can-ied on
by
the canal and river. Kingston, (p. v.,) upon Esopus Creek, 2 mi. w. of the Hudson, was
1702.^"

Besides the co. buildings, it contains 8 churches, the Kingston
incorp. April 6, 1805.
Academy,
several private seminaries,*^ 3 banks, 1 savings bank, 4
newspaper offices, and several small
manufactories.** Pop. 3,971.
Rondout,** (p. v.,) upon the Hudson, at the mouth of Rondout
Creek,

was

incorp. April 4, 1849.

It is the center of

"

The Traps'" is a deep pass or gully, 650 ft. wide, extending
through these mountains.
2 A woolen
factory was built at this place at an early period.
3 Named in honor of Jobannea
Hardenhurgh, the patentee of
in this and adjoining cos. This town has
tract
an immense
been formed since the statistics for this work were obtained.
Named from Geo. Lovelace's family, who were Barons Hurley
In early times it was
in Ireland. Benson's MenuAr, p. 49.
called "Hurley Common."
s The
patentees of this tract were Cornelius Kool, Adrien Garretsie, Matthew Ten Eyck, Jacobus Du Bois, Johannes Schepmoes, Roelort" Swartwout, Cornelius Lamnieise. Peter Petersies.
Lawrence Osterhoudt, and Jannelie Newkirk. Tlie successors of
the original trustees afterward bought 300 acres for the benefit
1

—

of the corporation. An act of April 4,1806, appointed John A.
be Witt. Levi Johnston, and a third person, to be named by the
freeholders, to sell these lands and make a partition among the

owners.
6

The stone obtained from these quarries is used
The business give^ employment to

and flagging.
dred men.

for building

several hun-

Some of the buildings at this place are nearly 200 years old.
wire suspension bridge 160 ft. long here crosses the Esopus.

'

A

an extensive trade upon the river and

10

canal.**

Called hy the Indians ^'Atkankarten," — said to signify smooth

Lind.

was more commonly

called Esopus, from a tribe of InGov. Stuyvesant granted it a charter,
of Wiltwyck, (Indian Town,) and
relieved it from dependence upon Fort Orange. Its affairs were
to be managed by a sheriff and 3 schepens.
Roeloff Swaitwout was appointed first sheriff, and Evert Pels, Cornelius
Barentsen Sleight, and Ell'ert Ileymans Roosa, the first
schepens.
Appeals from their decisions might be made to
the Director General and Council in New Netherlands. The
sheriff and commissioners were to hold a court every fortnight,
except in harvest time, unless occasion or necessity might otherwise require. All criminal cases were to be referred directly to
the Director General and Council, except the lesser crimes, as
quarrels, injuries, scolding, kicking, beating, threatenings, simply
drawing a knife or sword, without assault or bloodshed, wliich
might be prosecuted in the lower court.
n Fox Hall Patent was issued to Thomas Chambers, May 21,
1667, with manorial privileges. Chambers first settled on the
tract now occupied by Troy, as a tenant under Van Rensselaer
He removed in 1652 to Esopus, acquired a large estate by trade,
and rendered efiicient service in the war against the Indians.
It

dians that inhabited it.
May 16, 1661, under the

name

—

—

He

The district still bears the name of Fox Hall."
The Golden Hill Seminary and the Brookside Female Semi
Bois, Cole,
nary, two private boarding schools, are located at this place.
13 The Newark Lime and Cement
Manufacturing Co., organized
dorf, Kooia, Constable, Louw, Delamater, and others,
mostly
from Holland and Belgium. In 1719 the foUuwing persons held in 1848, has 2 manufactories at Newark. N. J., and one at Hon
8

the

Among

named Crispell, Du
Newkirk, Schepmoes. Ten Eyck, Wynkoop, Elmenthe early settlers were families

office of trustees of

the corporiition

—
— Cornelius Kool, Adrien

died in 1698.

•'

12

dout, N.Y., producing in the aggregate 750,000 barrel.sannu.-iUy
l< The
Barnabas gwartwout, Jacob Kutse,
principal trade is that of stone, obtained fi.jn the neigh
The first inn of which there boring quarries.
"
16
was
about
Charles
De
is definite knowledge
kept
1760, by
Formerly named "The Strand" and Kingston Landing."
Witt, at Hurley Village. Two gristmills were erected soon after When the canal was located, it was named ''BoUon,'' from the
but
its present name was
canal
of
the
first
settlement.
then
the
company;
president
Ibere are 3 churches in town ; 2 Bef. Prot. D., and M. £.
adopted soon after. It is the Dutch name for redout. It was.

Garretaie, Jacob

Du

Bois,

Nicolaes Kousa, and Charles Wyle.

:
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and newspaper office. The people are principally engaged In the
and a large number of steamers, barges, and sailing vessels are constantly engaged
The Newark Lime and Cement Manufacin freic^htinsr coal, stone, and cement from this place.^
taring Co. manufacture a larger amount of waterlime and cement annually than is produced at
any similar establishment in the country. Pop. 5,978. Eddyville, upon Rondout Creek, 2J
mi. from its mouth, contains a cement factory^ and about 50 dwellings. It is the n. terminus of
the D. & H. Canal. "Wilbur, (p. v.,) on the Rondout, below Eddyville, contains about 100
It is the center of an immense trade in flagging stones.'
houses.
Fly Mountain is a p. o.
Dutcll Settlement is a hamlet in the n. part. Flatbusll contains a cement factory.*
The Dutch built a trading and military post here as early as 1614 but every thing was swept
away in the wars of 1644-45. Another settlement was commenced in 1652, and abandoned in
The first permanent settlers came in soon after, but suifered much from Indian hos1655.
Feb. 19, 1777, the first State Convention adjourned from Fishkill to
tilities for several years.^
Kingston. On the 9th of September following, the State Legislature convened here, but dispersed
upon the approach of a British force under Sir Henry Clinton on the 7th of Oct. At that time
the public records were hastily removed to the back settlements, and the place was burned.® The
There are 18 churches in town.''
first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed May 30, 1658.
It contains 8 churches, a bank,

coal trade

;

;

liLiOYD —was

New Paltz, April 15, 1845. It lies upon the Hudson, s. of the
mostly a rolling and hilly upland, terminating in a bluff upon the
Swarte Kil flows n. along
river; and the average height of the surface above tide is about 200 ft.
The soil is generally a clay and gravelly
its w. boundary and Black Brook n. through the center.
The

loam.

blufi's

Ijanding°,
p. 0.)

formed from

Its surface is

center of the co.

along the river are principally occupied by fine country scats. JVe^v Paltz
upon the river, contains 2 churches and 50 houses;* Centerville (Lloyd

(p. v.,)

a church and 17 houses.

Riverside

liC^visburgli

is

a hamlet on the river,

s.

of

New

Paltz Landing.

a p.o. in the n. e. part. The date of first settlement in this town is quite ancient;
but most of the details of the first years are lost. It was originally named " Paltz." The first
is

church (M. E.) was formed in 1787.

There are 3 churches

MARIlL.ETO"fVj¥ —was formed by patent June
March

7,

1788.

A part of Olive was taken

in

town

25, 1703.'

It

;

2 M. E. and Presb.

was

first

recognized as a town

in 1823, and a part of Rosendale in 1844. It is near
surface is a hilly upland, broken by the valleys of the
ofi"

the geographical center of the co.
The
streams.
Stone Ridge, near the center, the highest summit, is about 400 ft. above tide.
Creek flows through the n. part, and Rondout Creek through the s. E. corner. The soil

a

A quarry of Shawangunk grit has been opened, and

and sandy loam.

Esopus
is

chiefly

a sulphur spring has
been found near the line of Rosendale. Stone Ridg'e, (p. v.,) s. e. of the center, contains 2
churches and 80 houses Kripplebusll, (p. v.,) in the s. part, a church and 12 houses. Higb
FalliS^" is a hamlet upon the canal. Marbleto^vn is a p. o. Rruceville (High Falls p. o.)
is a small canal
The first church (Ref. Prot.
village on the line of Rosendale, in the s. e. corner.
clay,

;

D.)

was formed in

1738.-'^

MARIjROROUOII —was

formed as a precinct, from Newburgh Precinct, March

an early

pcricid of its growth, a maze of crooked lanes, bordered by rude shantiea find inluvbited by a fioatinij; population
of Irish laborers. The village still cbntaius a large proportion
of Irish, and lias a large and increasing number of German inhabitants.
Its appearance has much improved within a few

at

years.
1

About 20 steamers are engaged

in the
Lines of steamers also run
York, and intermediate places. A
the place with Rhinebeck, on the p. bank

this place.

New

freighting business of
regularly to Albany,
steam ferry connects
of the Hudson.
Co. manufacture 30,000 barrels of

2 The Lawrence Cement
cement annually.
3 The
aggregate amount of this trade is more than $250,000
per annum.
* The
Kingston and Rosendale Cement Co. manufacture 70,000
barrels of cement annually.
6 The site of the first Dutch fort is said to be
upon a plateau
in the w. bounds of Rondout. The locality is still called by its
Indian name, Ponkhockie, said to 8ii;nity "Canoe Harbor." On
the 7th of .Tune, 1603, as most of the people were at work in the
fields, the Indians made a sudden attack upon the fort, (which
was carelessly left open,) killed 18. and carried awiiy 42as prison
ers. Capt. Chambers rallied the men, drove out the Indians, and
commenced a war in which the ca]itives were mostly reclaimed
and the Indians nearly exterminated. The first marriage on the
church record was that of Jan Janse Timmermans and Catha-

rine Mattyson, Oct. 3, 1660.
* The British force under Gen.
Vaughan. consisting of 3,000
men, was sent up the river to co-oi)erate with Burgoyne. For

12, 1772,

10 days after passing the barriers at the Highlands they amused
themselves by burning and plundering the places along the
river. They took possession of Kingston Oct. 17, and, after plundering it several hours, they burned every house but one. The
houses were mostly of stone, and the woodwork was easily replaced after the retreat of the British. Several of the early
meetings of the Legislature were held at this place and the first
State Constitution was formed here.
7 2 Ref. Prot.
D., 2 M.E., Bap., Prot.E., Presb., and Jewish, at
Kingston 2 M. E., Presb., Germ. Evang. Luth., R. C. Bap., Prot.
and M. E. at EddyE., Ref. Prot. D., and Jewish, at Rondout
;

;

;

ville.
8

A

ferry connects this place with Poughkeepsie.
This patent was granted to Col. Henry Beekman, Capt.
Thos. Gaston, and Capt. Chas. Brodhead, in trust for the inhabitants.
Trustees continued to be annually elected until
1808. The records of 1703 contain the names of tlie following
for
petitioners
grants of land: Mosys Du Puy, Thomas A'.andeniarke, Loondart Kool, Richard AVilsou, Jeremy Kettell, jr.,
9

—

Gysbert Roosa, Wm. Nottingham, John Cock, sen., and Capt.
Richard Brodhead.
10

The Ogden Rosendale Cement Co. manufactures 100,000
and employs 70 men D. S. Ogden. President.
falls on the Rondout are here about 50 feet high,
affording

barrels annually,

The

;

amount of watej-power.
11 The census
reports 5 churches in town; 3 Ref. Prot. D.
and 2 M. E. Rev. Derick Romeyn and Mev. J. K. llardiiiburgh
a great

(afterward Pres. of Rutgers College) were both pastors of
Ref. Prot. D. church at Stone Kidge.

tlio

ULSTER COUNTY.
and as a town, March
^y.

is

border,

about 1,000

directly into the
part, contains 5

was taken oiF in 1800. It lies upon the Hudson, in the
broken and hilly. Marlborough Mt., a rocky ridge along tho
above the river. The streams arc principally small brooks llowiiig

1788.

7,

Plattekill

Its surface is

corner of the co.

s. £.

GG5

ft.

The

Hudson.

soil is

a slaty loam.

v.,) upon the Hudson, in the n.
3IarlbOi'OUgll, (p. v.,) in the s. part,

Mil<oii,'(p.

churches and about 75 dwellings.

contains 2 churches, several manufactories,^ and about 50 dwellings.
Liattillgtovi'n
hamlet. The date and statistics of the early settlement have not been ascertained. The

church (Presb.) was formed Jan.

1,

1764.'

Antwerp Raspberries are

is

a

first
*

extensively raised.

—

I*EW

PAL.TZ* was granted by patent by Gov. Andros, Sept. 29, 1677.* Its bounds were
enlarged April 1, 1775, and a part of Hurley \ras annexed Feb. 2, 1809. A part of Esopus was
taken off in 1842, a part of Rosendale in 1844, Lloyd in 1845, and a part of Gardiner in 1853. It
Its surface is mostly a hilly upland.
is an interior town, lying s. e. of the center of the co.
The
Paltz Point, the highest summit, is 700 ft. above
the w. border.
flows n. e. through near the center ; it is bordered by wide, fertile flats.
The soil
generally a fine quality of sandy loam. Hay is one of the principal products and exports.

Shawangunk Mts. extend along
tide.
is

Wall Kil

Wew

Paltz, (p. V.,) upon Walkill, near the center, contains the New Paltz Academy, 2
churches, and 45 dwellings. Biitterville, Oliioville, and Spi-in^town are hamlets.
The fi'rst settlements were made by a colony of French Huguenots, a few years before the date of
the patent.® The oldest church record is in French, and bears date of 1683. There are 3 churchea
in

town

;

Ref. Prot. D.,

M.

E.,

and Friends.

OLiIVE —was

formed from Shandaken, Marbletown, and Hurley, April 15, 1823. A part was
Woodstock, and a part of Woodstock was annexed, in 1853. It is an interior town,
The surface is mountainous in the N. and w. and hilly
lying a little n. w. of the center of the co.
in the s. and e.'' A considerable portion of the mountainous region is too rough for profitable cul-

annexed

tivation.

to

Esopus Creekflowss.E. through the town, a

little n.

The

of the center.

soil is

a sandy,

Lumbering and tanning^ are largely carried on. ISIioknn,^ (p. v.,)
gravelly, and clayey loam.
upon the creek, N. of the center, contains 2 churches and 20 houses SaJMSOliville,^" (p. v.,) on
;

a church, tannery, and 30 houses; Olive, (p. v.,) in the n. e. corner, a church and
25 houses; and Olive City, (Olive Bridge p. o.,) on the creek, near the center, a tannery and 20
The first settlements were made in the Esopus Valley, in 1740." The first church (Ref.
houses.
the

s.

line,

Prot. D.)

was formed

at Shokan, in 1800.^-

A

PLATTERIL,!."—was
was annexed April
near the

s.

3,

e. corner.

formed from Marlborough, March 21, 1800.
part of Shawangunk
1846, but was restored March 28, 1848. It lies upon the s. border of the co.,
Its surface is broken by a series of ridges of an average elevation of 300 ft.

above the valleys. Its streams are small brooks and creeks. The soil is a fine quality of sandy
and gravelly loam. Plattekill, (p. v.,) near the s. line, contains a church and 25 dwellings;
Clintoiidale, (p. v.,) in the n. part, on the line of Lloyd, a church and 20 dwellings; Flint,

(New Hurley p.
and 31ocleiia,

o.,)

in the

(p. v.,)

s.

w. corner, on the line of Shawangunk, a church and 15 dwellings,

near the n. w. corner, 16 dwellings.

The

first

settlements were

made

aboui;

1 This
place is situated at tlie head of a deep, rocliy gorge ments made by the Twelve Men were confirmed. Their "Common Book" was to be retained by the Surveyor General until a
opening down toward the Hudson.
2 About
15,000 wlieelbarrows and $40,000 worth of agricultu- convenient time, and then it was to be deposited with the co.
clerk of Ulster co., to be forever preserved. Its records are
ral implements are manufactured annually.
3 The census
reports 9 churches in town 2 Presb., 2 M. E., deemed authentic evidence in court.
' The towns of
2 Friends, Prot. E., Bap., and Christian.
Olive, Bochester, and Denning, corner on a
* Pronounced New
Shokan Point is
Pawltz, and named from Pfalz, the Ger- liill which is about 2,700 feet above tide.
about 3,100 feet high and tho average elevation of the lowman name of the Palatinate.
6 The
patentees of this tract were Lewis T)u Bois, Christian lands is 800 feet above tide.
8 There are 4 extensive tanneries in
town, one of which,
Deyo, Abraham Ilasbroecq, Andries Le Fevre, .Tean Brocq,
Pierre T)eyo, Lawrens Beverie, Anthony Crespel, Abraham owned by Pratt & Samson, is the largest oak tannery in the co.
It produces 70,000 sides of sole leather annually.
Du Bois, Hugo Frero, Isaac Du Bois. and Simon Le Fevre.
9 Pronounced Sho-kan'.
6 The
valley of Wall Kil was discovered by one of the par1" Named from Gen.
ties engaged in pursuing the destroyers of Wiltwyck, in the
Henry A. Samson.
n Geo. Middagh settled
in i740
Samuel Cox, in 1742; William
summer of 1663. The persecuted exiles from France, who first
Bought refuge in Germany, and thence emigrated to America, Nottingham, in 1745. all near Olive Bridge; John Crispell, ia
decided upon settling here. They bought tlie land of the In- 1747, a Utile K. of Shokan; Ilendrick Crispell, at Shokan, iu
dians May 26. 1677, and soon after they sntlled in their new 1760; John Coons, in 177-t: and Thos. Bush, in 17fi6, s. of
homes. In 172-1, the owners of the patent inti'usted its care to Olive City. The first inn was kept at Olive Bridge, by Conrad
12 trustees, linown as "The Twplve .Men." These trustees were Du Bois; and flu' first sfii?e. sawmill, and i;ristiiijll, l)y Lemuel
elected annu:illy, until the organization of the town under the Winchell, at Winchells Falls. Three sons of J'rederick ISush
State Government. The Twelve Men in ITS.'i were Simon Du were carried off by the Indians in 17S1. Two were killed, an<i
Bois. Jacobus Haslirouck, .Tohannis Frt-er, Jacob Ilasbrouck, the third returned". The early history of this town is blended
with that of MarliK'ti'wn.
jr., Abraham Don;iMson, Abraham Eltinge, Petris Ilasbrouck,
1- The c nsu-;
Bamu^'l B<\irr, Benjamin Di'yo.'. Isaic Le Fever, JIatthew Le
reports 4 churches; 2 Kef. Prot.D., Bap., M.B.
13 Pronounced
Fever, and Abraham Fin. By act of March 31, liS5, the allotPlaw-ta-kill, and signiSes "Flat Brook."
;

;

—

;
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the

commencement

of the last century.

Rev. Stephen Goetschius was the

The

first

church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed in 1770;

first pastor.^

ROCHESTER^ —was

incorp. by patent June 25, 1703,^ and organized as a town March 7,
part of Middletown (Delaware co.) was taken ofi" in 1789, Neversink (Sullivan co.) in
1798, Wawarsing in 1806, and a part of Gardiner in 1853.
part of Wawarsing was annexed
March 21, 1823. It is an interior town, lying a little s. w. of the center of the co. Ranges of

A

1788.

A

mountains extend along the e. and w. borders, and a rolling upland occupies the central portions.
Rondout Creek flows n. e. through the s. part, and receives as tributaries Sander Kil, Peters Kil,
and several other streams. Vernooy Creek flows s. through the w. part. The soil upon tho uplands is a gravelly loam, and in the valleys a sandy loam mixed with clay. The Delaware &
Hudson Canal extends along the valley of Rondout Creek. Esopus millstones are largely quarin this

ried

town.

An

extensive cave near Kyserike has been explored about half a mile.
are small villages upon the canal. Accord and

Alligerville and Port

serike

Jackson

Ky-

The first settlements were made about 1700, by the Dutch.* The first
was formed soon after the first settlement. There ai-e now 2 churches in
D. and M. E.

are p. ofiices.
church (Ref. Prot. D.)

town Ref.
;

Prot.

ROSEXDAL<E —was formed

New

and Hurley, April 26, 1844. It
and broken upland,
the highest summits being 200 to 500 ft. above the valleys. Rondout Creek flows n. e. through
near the center, and receives Coxing Kil from the s. and Kottie Kil from the n. The Delaware &
Hudson Canal extends along the valley of the Rondout. The soil is principally a sandy loam.
The manufacture of cement has become one of the most important branches of business.^ There
aresixcement manufactories in town. Rosendale, (p. v.,) upon the creek and canal, contains 2
churches and 450 inhabitants; Liawrenceville, 1 mi. w., 40 houses; Bruceville, (High
Falls p. o.,) upon the line of Marbletown, about 30 houses. Creek Locks, a canal village, on
the E. border, and TFliiteport, in the n. part, each contains about 20 houses. The first settlements were made by the Dutch, about 1700.® The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed in 1797
Rev. Thos. G. Smith was the first preacher.'
is

an

from Marbletown,

interior town, lying e. of the center of the co.

Paltz,

Its surface is a rolling

;

SAUGERTIES'—was

formed from Kingston, April

5,

1811.

An

error in the

boundary was

It lies upon the
1812, and a part of Kingston was annexed April 2, 1832.
Hudson, in the n. e. corner of the co. The surface is rolling in the e. and hilly in the center and
w. The hills upon the river and extending 2 mi. back are underlaid by limestone, from which

corrected

June

8,

quicklime and cement are manufactured. Farther w. are quarries of fine flagging stone. Platte
Kil flows through the town in a tortuous course and forms the principal drainage. Kaaters Kil
flows along the n. border. The soil along the river is a clayey loam, and upon the uplands a sandy

and gravelly loam. Quarrying is extensively carried on.® Saugerties, (p. v.,) upon the Hudson,
" Ulster."
Its name was changed
at the mouth of Esopus Kil, was incorp. April 26, 1831, as
April 10, 1855. It contains the Saugerties Academy, 7 churches, a newspaper office, and several
extensive manufactories.
Pop. 3,334. Maiden, (p. v.,) upon the Hudson, 2 mi. n. of Saugerties, is the seat of an extensive stone trade.
Glasco, (p. v.,) upon the Hudson,
Pop. 350.
3 mi. s. of Saugerties, is the seat of an extensive brick manufactory and stone trade. Pop.
1 There are 7 churches in town
3 M. E., Wes. Meth., Ref. Prot.
;
D.. Presb., and Friends.
2 Named in honor of the Earl of Rochester.
The Indiau name
is said to be Mora-bac-cus.
3 The first trustees under the
patent were Col. Henry Beek-

man. Joachim Schoonmaker, and Mosys Du Puy.
* In 1703 the
Van Gerritse
following persons resided in town
Decker, Lodewyck Hornbeck, Leendart Kool,8r., Anthony Hornbeck. Wm. De La Montaigne, Teunis Oosterhout, Jan Cartwright,
Andries Davies, .and David Du Bois. Teunis
Gysbert Van Garde,
"
Ckistcrhout had a corne mill" on Mombaccus Kil, in 1743.
6 More than one-half of the cement made in the co. is manufactured in this town. The water-limestone quarries may be
The cement manusaid to constitute the wealth of the town.
:

factories are as follows

:

—

—

Barrels.

8 This name is said to be derived from the Dutch "
Zagger," a
sawyer, from a sawmill built by Robert Livingston on Saw Kil.
Ebenezer Wooster first used the name in 1749, when surveying
the bounds.of the Hardenburgh Patent.
In 1826, Henry Barclay, of N. Y., purchased the present site
of the village, and the water-power. He bnilt a dam and constructed a race which made a fall of 47 feet. He soon after built
a rolling mill, paper mill, and cotton factory. The last named
has since been changed (o a white lead factory. The Ulster Iron
Works employs 300 hands night and day, and manufactures
6.000 tons of bar and hoop iron annually. The paper mill employs 125 hands, and turns out 600 tons of paper annually. The
White Lead Works employs 40 men. and manufactures 1,500
tons of paint annually. A steam mill for dressing stone turns
out IJ tons daily. The village is also largely engaged in commerce. About 30 sail-vessels are employed in exporting stone

A steam ferry plies between this place and Tivoli
brick.
station on the Hudson River R. R., and a daily steamer runs to

Newark and Rosmdale lAmeand Cement Co., at White-

and

manufactures annually
125,000
50.000
LawrenceviUe Man'g Cement Cn., annually
Jinsendale Cement Co., Rosendale, manufact's annually
40.000
"
"
"
Clearwater d- Martin,
40,000
"
"
"
David .V. Oqden,
28,000
"
«
«
Zntker HnlTman,
8,000
"
« An inn was
kept at the old Rosendale Farm" in 1711.
' There are 5 churches in
town; 2 Ref. Prot. D., Bap., Friends,

9 It is estimated that 2,000
persons are employed in quarrythis town. The
ing, dressing, drawing, and shipping stone from
and
curb stone; but cut stone for
varieties are chiefly flagging
many uses is also sold. About a half million of dtOlais' worth

port,

and R.

C.

New

York.

of stone
Glasco.

is

shipped annually from Saugerties, Maiden, and

ULSTER COUNTY.
West ("amp,

6G7

upon the Hudson, in tho n. part, contains a church and 15
and I'lliouville, noar the center, each contains about 300 inhabitants, who are mostly engaged in getting out stone from the neighboring
quarries.
Glenerie, upon the s. line, Van Akens Mills, near the center, and Asliare
small villages. The first settlements were made by the Dutch, at an early periud but
biiry,
the largest immigration was that of the German Palatinates,^ a colony of whom located at West
about 300.

houses.

(p. v.,)

(p. v.,) in

<{uarryville,

the n. part,

;

Camp

in 1710.

The

first

church (Luth.) was organized at West Camp, in 1711.

There are

now

15 churches in town,*

SIIAXDAREIV'—was

formed from Woodstock, April 9, 1804. A part was annexed from
A part of Olive was taken off in 1823, Denning in 1849, and
Its surface is mostly a
a part of Hardenburgh in 1859.
It is the n. w. corner town of the co.
mountainous upland, broken by deep ravines. The declivities are steep and rocky, and a largo
share of the surface is too rough for profitable cultivation. The town is not inhabited except
along the valleys, the mountain region being left to wild beasts and hunters. The soil in the
Neversink (Sullivan

co.) in 1809.

is a clay and sandy loam.
The principal branches of business pursued are lumbering,
shingle making, and tanning. SliandaRen,^ (p-V.,) in the n. part, contains a church, a largo
tannery, a sawmill, gristmill, and 20 houses; Pine Hill, (p. v.,) in the n. w. part, a sawmill,

valleys

and 15 houses.

gristmill, tannery,

L.adevrs Corners, (The Corner

p. o.,)

in the

extreme

e.

and lYoodland, (p. o.,) s. e. of
angle of the town Pboenicia, (p. o.,) in the n. e. corner ;
the center, are hamlets. At each of these places, and at several other points in town, are extenThe first settlements were made before the Revolution.® There are 2 churches
sive tanneries.*
;

town

in

;

Ref. Prot. D.

and M.E.

SHAW AI¥GIJj¥R'— was

formed as a precinct Dec. 17, 1743. and as a town March 7, 1788.
in 1853, a part was annexed to Plattekill in 1846 and restored in
taken
off
was
of
Gardiner
part
The surface is a hilly and broken up1848. It is the central town upon the s. border of the co.

A

The Shawangunk Mts., extending along the w. border, are about 2,000 ft. above tide. The
Shawangunk River forms about h of the s. boundary, and flows n. e. through near the center, rethe e. part, receiving Muddy Kil from
ceiving Dwaars Kil* from the w. Wall Kil flows n. e. through
the E. and Dwaars Kil from the w. The soil is generally a gravelly loam. Sha'tvang'Binli,
a gristmill, sawmill, spoke factory, and 20 houses Ulsterville,
(p.v.,) in the s. e. part, contains
and Galeville Mills, (p.o.,) on Wall Kil, a church,
(p.o.,) in the s. w. part, 10 houses;
BruynSTS^lcIi,
sawmill, gristmill, and 10 houses. D\¥aarskill, near the center, is a p. o.
land.

;

and 10 houses Jamesbur^h, (p. v.,) near the extreme
(p.o.,) on the n. line, contains a church
w. angle, a church and 12 houses. ]%ew Hurley (p.o.) is a hamlet, on the line of Plattekill.
The first settlements were made along the valley of Shawangunk River, by the Dutch, betAveen
1680 and 1700.' New Fort is a locality where two Indian battles were fought in 1663. The first
church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed Oct. 10, 1753 Rev. V. Vrooman was the first pastor.^"
;

;

WAWARSIIVG" —was formed from Rochester, March
Ro: hester in 1823.

It is the

s.

w. corner town in the

14, 1806.

A part was re-annexed

Its surface is

co.

to

mostly a mountainous

upland, broken by several deep valleys. The Shawangunk Mts. extend along the e. border; and
spurs of the Catskills occupy the central and w. parts. The highest peaks are 2,000 to 3,000 ft.
above tide. The mountainous portions in the e. and n. w. corners are rocky and precipitous and
"
1 Chriet'n
Myers and brothers settled at a place called Cliurchland." just w. of Saugertles Village. Martin Snyder settled at
the same place, and G. W. Dedrick at West Camp; Aaron Newkiik and Felte Fiero in the same vicinity, all in 1700, Dedrick
Peter
Marrtesstock settled at " Kaatsban" in 1728.

—

Winne,

B. Barham, .Jacobus Pearsen,
Myndert Schutt, Godfrey Denolfen, and others, were early
settlers. On the 18th of May, 1711, there were 14 Palatinates at
"Elizabethtown," 111 at '-Georgetown," and 321 at "New Village," in this town. The settlers afterward mostly Removed to
the valleys of the Schoharie and Mohawk.
- i Ref Prot. D., 4 M.
E., Germ. Meth., Bap., Cong., Prot. E.,
K. C, Luth., and Presb.

Edward Woods, Myndert Mynderse.

3

"
Said to signify Rapid Water."

The road from Shandakon

to Lexington is constructed
through a pass 4 mi. long and in some places scarcely 500 feet
wide, and abounding in picturesque scenery. It is through the
watershed between Esopiis and .Schoharie Creeks.
6
200,000 sides of leather are annually manufactured in this
town.
* John
Longyear, Cornelius Furlough, .Tacob Brink, Coonradt
Wisner, and Frederick M;irkle, all settled before the war.
Witherspoon taught school at The Corner at an early period.
*

'Pronounced Shawn-gum, and said to mean "white rocks."
The kil or creek receives this name from large white rotks at
its junction with Wall Kil and it was applied from the stream to
the mountain and town. Another version is that it is named
from the Shawan, a southern tribe, and gunk, a mountain,
or, The mountain that extends toward the south.
8 The Dutch
applied the term Dwaar to streams that flowed
;

sometimes in one direction and sometimes in another.

This

is true of waters at the mouth only of the stream.
the early settlers were Jacobus Bruyn, Cornelius
Schoonmaker, Abram Schutt. Zachariah Iloffmftn, Benjamin
Smedes. Jacob Decker, John Terwilliger, and Johannes Decker.
Along Wall Kil, Robert Kain, Robert Graham, David Davis,
Daniel Winfield, Hendrick Van Wegen, and James Penneck
settled from 1710 to '30. A school was taught near Bruynswick p. o., between 1730 and '40. The first mill was probably
at the junction of Wall and Dwaars Kils, 1 mi. below Shawang-

phenomenon
^

unk

Among

Village.

w There

E.

n
an

1

are 4 churches in town

;

2 Ref. Prot. D. and 2

"
Usually .abbreviated to War-sink."
said to signify

"black

bird's nest."

It is

M.

an Indian word,
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m

The s. w. portion is a hilly upland. Rondout Creek flo-svs
too rough for cultivation.
a dte-p
thence it turns at nearly right angles ana flows n.
valley from the w. border s. e. to near the center;
It receives from the s. Sandburgh Creek, a sti'eam which drains the w. decliviE. to the E. border.

Shawangunk Mts., Beer Creek, and the outlet of Cape Pond, which flows thioudi near
The Delaware & Hudson Canal extfods along
the center and empties into Sandburgh Creek.
the valleys of Rondout and Sandburgh Creeks, at the w. foot of the Shawangunk Mts. The soil
in the valleys is principally a sandy loam.
Lumber,^ leather, glass, earthenware, iron, and axes
ties of the

are extensively manufactured in different parts of the town.
Ellenvilfe, (p. v.,) uoon Sandburgh Creek, at the mouth of Beer Kil, was incorp. in Sept. 1858. It is an important canal
village, and contains several churches, a high school,^ newspaper office, and an extensive glass
Kapanock, (p. v.,) upon the Rondout, above its junction with the Sandfactory.' Pop. 1,700.
burgh, contains several churches and manufactories,* and a population of about 700.

Homo-

a canal village, upon the line of Sullivan co., contains a church, glass factory,
woolen factory, and 20 houses. Kerlionkson, (p. v.,) a canal village, on the line of Rochester,
contains a church and 30 houses. liackawack, (p. v.,) upon the Rondout, in the w. part, contains 2 churches, extensive tannery, and about 40 houses. Greenfield, (p. v.,) in the s. w. part,

vrack,

(p-v.,)

contains 2 churches, a gristmill, sawmill, tannery, and about 25 houses. "WaTVarsing', (p. v.,)
in the n. e., contains a gristmill, sawmill, tannery, and about 25 houses.
Port

Benjamin,

a canal village, south of Wawarsing, contains about 25 houses. Port ]\ixon, a village upon
Rondout Creek and the canal, in the n. e. part, contains a church and about 25 houses. The first
settlements were made about the commencement of the last century, principally by the Dutch.'
During the Revolution the inhabitants were killed, captured, or driven oif by the tories and
Indians.® The first church (Ref. Prot. D.) was formed in 1745
Rev. J. Fryenmoet was the first
;

preacher.''

"WOOnSTOCK —

was formed April 11, 1787, from the settlements of Great and Little
Shandaken, which had been attached to Hurley. A part of Middletown (Delaware co.) waa
taken ofi" in 1789, Windham (Greene co.) in 1798, and Shandaken in 1804. A part of Olive was
taken oflf, and parts of Olive and Hurley were annexed, Nov. 25, 1853. It lies upon the n. border
of the CO., E. of the center.
Its surface is mostly a mountainous upland, too rough for profitable
cultivation.
Several fine valleys extend through the town, separating the upland into several disOverlook Mt., in the n. e. corner, is 3,500 ft. above tide. Near its sumtinct ridges and peaks.
mit is Shues Lake, a beautiful sheet of clear water. The scenery in this vicinity is among the
Saw Kil and Beaver Kil are the principal streams. The soil is a clay and
finest in Eastern N. Y.
"^Voodstock, (p. v.,) in the s.
slaty loam upon the uplands and a gravelly loam in the valleys.
E. part, contains 2 churches, a tannery, and 20 houses
Bearsvilie, (p. o.,) 2 mi. w. of WoodThe first settlements were made just
stock, is a hamlet; Lake Hill is a p. 0., near the center.
before the commencement of the Revolution.® The first church (Luth.) was formed in 1806.^
;

town was a stone fort on the site of B. C. IIornbeck'.s louse. Two
men and a young woman discovered the enemy before they
reached the fort, and the young woman succeeded in closing
is a
the door just in time to prevent it from being burst open by
bonrding and day school.
3 The Ellenvilie Iron Works
the savages.
The latter, finding further attack dangerous,
Wm. H. Bloomer, proprietor
manufactures bark mills, leather rollers, and mill gearing. It dispersed for burning and plundering the out settlements.
Some 5 or 6 dwellings, 7 barns, and a gristmill were burned,
employs 2b men.
* The
Napanock Ax Factory employs about 100 men, and and on the next day the enemy withdrew, laden wi.th spoils.
manufactures 150.000 axes annually. The Napanock Iron Several lives were lost on both sides, and much property was
Works employs 50 or 00 men, and manufactures pig and wrought destroyed. The Indians ; or Narratives of Massacres and Deprtiron and R. R. car axles.
datirms em the Frimiiers nf Wawarsink and Vicinity, p. 21.
"
6 The first settlers were Abram
The census reports 11 churches in town; 4 M. E., 3 Eef.
Bevior, John Bevier, from
Mew Paltz, in 1708, Egbert De Witt, Peter Kernoony, and Prot. D.. 2 R. C, Bap., and Friends.
8
Andries De Witt. An inn was kept by Johannes Bevier before
Philip Bonesteel, first innkeeper, settled in 1770; Edward
the Revolution. The first store at Wawarsing was kept by Short, in 1776 Peter Short, in 1784 Jacobus Du Bois. Ephraim
Abram Vernooy; the tirst gristmill was built by Cornelius Van Keuren, Philip Shultis. and Henry Shultis, sen., in 178S Juo.
11

About 10,000,000

ft.

of lumber are sent from this

annually.
- Tlie"

EllenTille

HiVh

School, established in 1853.

—

It

—

—

;

;

;

Vornooy.
6

On

the 12th of Aug. 1781, a large party of tories and Indians,
under one Caldwell, appeared in this town. They had formed
the design of falling upon Napanock, but, being informed that

place was defended by a cannon, they came to Wawarsing
aefore the inhabitants were up in the mjrning. At this place
tliat

Wm.

KUing, in 1786 Mathew Keip, in 17S7
and Jacob Montrose at an early day. Robert Livingston built
the first sawmill, and J. Montrose the first gristmill. These
settlements were much harassed by the Indians during the war.
9 There are 6 churclies in
town; 3 M. E., Luth., Bap., and
Ilutchens. in 179(J;

Friends.

;

;
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, ScJiools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Ulster County.

13,04ti
18,597

3

1

I
910

Esupiis
OarJiiipr

g

S

Names op Towns.

Denning

SCUOOLS.

Population.

Valuation op 1858.

Acres of Land.

ft)

^

ft,flH

$450

76,913i
8,439
7,281

$71,195
825,450
562,979

72,6.35

73,800

$71,645
898,085
636,779

9,858
16,812
6,513i
14,787
2,874i
5,497 i
22,474
4.190i

399.254

15,440

414,694

3,065,707

1,250,918
87.350
56,700

4,316,625
671,035

954,5.30

368,819
514,881
339,120
642,644
800,611
594,460
1,468,940
260,871
742,589
871,682
239,881

58,550
165,600
23,750
45,200
34,488
40,200
372,650
7,600
77,145
71,555
28,488

_5_

385

307

2,252

2,035

954

969

1,094
7,152
1,106
1,302
1,009

1,021
6,822
1,086
1,840
1,366
1,012

1,496

1,428

fe:'^

132
679
337

131
837
354

86
505
249

327
1.552

380

395

760

1,829

2,773

379
620
426
317
516
348
617
375

428
699
514
326
591
369
641
491

181
746
269
639
255
252
367
255
391
163

1,487

1,788

1,020

451
478

454
484
1,436

822

llanifiiburgh".

Hurley
Kingston

7.26SI
8.0224
12,018

Lloj'd

Mai'bletown
Marlborough..,

New

I'altx

17,946i
iy,i03
14,428

Olivo

14,653i-

riattekill

l;.,342f

Kochester.

18,087
7,877

25,9664

17,815i
12,764
21,360i
17,974i
8,828*

14,931J
79,891

1240,6391

378,202J

Kosoudale
Saiigerties

Shaudaken
Shawangunk..
Wawarsing
Woodstock

,

Total

483,685

3,371

8,097

46,052
24,253

13,207,298 2,482,519

1,011,230
427,369
680,481
362,870
687,844

1,887

981

951

835,099
634,660

1,768
1,333
4,812

1,707

1,841,590
268,471
819,734
943,237

1,338
3,498

1,391

268,369

906

900

306

340

15,689,817

134,757

33,179

11,068

13,051

6,894

Names of Towns.
S

6
31
549
504

314
628
818

142
593

206
453

1,665

4,449

351

565
442
554

472
699
649

387

913

3,250

2,977

582

1,329

1,432

1,662

684
658

896
995
944

739

1,783
2,860
1,821
2,056
1,019
2,678
2,230

72
1,981
2,948

Ilardeuburgh''

Hurley
Kingston

1,018

Rosendale

636
718
386
448
437
518
654
317

382

534

262

969

Saugerties

1,211

1,071

1,721

810

797

1,252
1,294
2,129

1,027
1,487

334

1,181

770

1,216
1,578
4,599
2,265
1,368

2,664

366
618

Lloyd
Marbletown....

Marlborough.

New

.,

Paltz

Olive
Plattekill

Rochester.

Shandaken
Shawangunk..
Wawarsing ....
Woodstock
Total

1,304
767
1,436

1,301
1,295

9,893 16,808 17,332

1,298
1,293
3,729

Agricultural Products.
BCSH. OP Gbain.

Gardiner

4,506
1.154

266
316
716
218

Live Stock.

Denning
Ksopus

1,2.39

1,991
1,147
1,632
2,055

619
3,6'

1,840

1,034

4,838

905
1,546

981
698
1,347

713
1,.301

890
3,280
1,060
1,140
2,783

608
1222

25,556

WAEEEI^ COUNTY.
This county was formed from Washington, March 12, 1813, and
was named in honor of Gen, Joseph "Warren, of the Revohition.
It lies s. and w. of Lake George, near the e. border of the State.
It is centrally distant 65 miles from Albany, and contains 968 sq.
mi. The surface is very broken and mountainous, less than onehalf being susceptible of cultivation. The mountain ranges are
continuations of the great mountain masses which culminate in
Essex CO. The characteristic features of Essex are somevrhat softened and subdued in this co. The mountains are broader, less
pointed, and generally less precipitous the valleys are wider and
more connected and there are larger expanses of comparatively
With all these modifications, however, a great part of
level land.
;

;

is wild and rugged.
High, serrated ridges traverse the entire extent of the co., often
rising thousands of feet above the valleys. These mountains, being principally composed of primary
rocks, which strongly resist the action of the elements, have a steepness of declivity and sharpness
of outline in marked contrast with the gradual slopes and beautifully rounded summits of the

the surface

The soil formed by the exceedingly slow process
of disintegration is either washed directly into the valleys, or in the course of ages it collects in
thin layers upon the hillsides, giving nutrition to a scanty vegetation. Three of the five mounThe Palmertown Range enters
tain ranges n. of the Mohawk Valley extend through this co.
highlands of the slate and limestone regions.

French Mt., a spur of this range, at
e. part of Queensbury from Washington co.
extremity of Lake George, rises abnost precipitously from the lake and attains an elevaAnother spur of this range forms the Luzerne Mts., which
tion of 2,500 to 3,000 ft. above tide.
extend through the s. part of Luzerne and the e. part of Caldwell, a N. branch extending n.
and forming the whole series of high bluffs which border the w. shore of Lake George. The
the extreme
the

s.

E.

—

second or Kayaderosseras Range extends n. e. through Stony Creek, Thurman, Chester, and HoCrane Mt., in the s. e. corner of Johnsburgh, the highest peak
ricon, sending spurs both n. and s.
of this range, has an elevation of 3,000 ft. above the surrounding valleys. The third or Schroon
Range occupies the central and northerly part of Johnsburgh and the n. w. angle of Chester. It
consists of a great number of rocky peaks rising to a height of 2,500 to 3,000 ft. above tide; most
of these have never yet been named. The rocks that compose these great mountain masses are

principally gneiss. Granite, white crystalline, limestone, and serpentine are found in considerable
belt of this limestone extends along the course of the
quantities in the ftrm of injected veins.
Kayaderosseras Mts., and from it a good quality of lime is manufactured. In the valleys and in

A

s.
part of the co. are found layers of Potsdam sandstone, black marble of the Black River
limestone strata, Trenton limestone, and Utica slate. Many of these rocks are useful for building
materials and the limestone furnishes an abundance of excellent lime. At the foot of a granite

the

;

ledge upon Crane Mt. is found a bed of very pure porcelain clay, supposed to have been formed
by the slow disintegration of the feldspathic rock. Graphite and magnetic iron ore have also

been discovered, but not in

sufficient quantities to

be profitably worked.

mostly through the Hudson River. This stream enters the co. from
Essex, in two branches about 10 mi. apart, and these, after flowing through nearly parallel
The e. branch is the outlet of Schroon Lake, and
valleys for about 30 mi., unite in one stream.
the w. forms the drainage of the Adirondack Mts.^ This river has a very rapid course; and

The drainage

upon

it

of the co.

is

are several rapids and

falls,

two of which are worthy of especial

1 The w. branch of the Hudson was called
by the Indians
Te-o-ho-ken ; the E. branch, At-a-telta.
2 The
High Falls are situated just below the great easterly
Ijend of the river in the s. w. corner of Luzerne. The water flows
in a series of rapids for three-fourths of a mi. over a declining
rocky bottom, and is then compressed into a narrow gorge for
80 rods, at the bottom of which it shoots down a nearly perpendicular descent of 60 ft. The gneiss leilge over which it falls
is convex in form, and the water is broken into perfect sheets
of snow-white foam. A few rods above the last leapof the water,
nnd where it is rushing with the greatest velocity, the river is
epauned br a single plank 13 ft. in length. At Glens Tails the
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note.'*

Lake George'

is

river flows over a shelving rock with a t.'^tal descent of 50 ft.
fall is broken into three channels by natural piers of black
limestone standing upon the brow of the precipice over which
the water flows.
3 Called
by the Indians Can-i-a-de'ri-oit, the tail of the lake.
The name '•Hnricon" has been applied by some modern writers
to Lake George, and it is said to be an Indian word meanirg
"2/ie Lah-e of Silver Water."
However poetic and appropriate
this designation may appear, or however euphonious it may
sound, it may be questioned whether a term suggested by fancy
alone, and never used by the aborigines, will ever find place
among the geographical names of the State as one of Indian orijiln.

The

WARREN COUNTY.
eituatcil

and

1

upon the

e.

071

border, and receives the drainage of the e. part of the co.

It is 30 mi.

long

to 3 mi. wide.*

The soil of this co. is mostly a thin, sandy loam. The level lands n. of Glens Falls are very
sandy, and are known as "pine plains." The declivities of the mountains have a very thin soil,
and usually a scanty vegetation. In the valleys is some clay mixed with the sand and disintegrated primitive rocks, forming a deep and excellent
and leather form the leading pursuits of the people.

and dairying.

Immense

quantities of logs

Farming and the manufacture of lumber
Farming is mostly confined to stock raising
are floated down the Hudson and manufactured into
soil.

lumber, shingles, hoops, staves, and heading, at Glens Falls and other places. Black marble is
quarried at Glens Falls, and feldspar and kaolin for the manufacture of porcelain, graphite and
serpentine are also found in different places. Peat exists in abundance but it has never been
;

extensively used.
Caldwell, at the head of Lake George, is the county seat.^ The courthouse was built in 1810-17,
with the jail in the basement. The poorhouse is located on a farm of 200 acres in Warrensburgh.*

The works of internal improvement are the Glens Falls Navigable Feeder, 7 mi. in length,
feeding the summit level of the Champlain Canal, and the improvement in the log navigation
of the Hudson. There is no r. r. in the co.* Three newspapers are now published in the co.*
This CO. was the scene of some of the sanguinary battles between the French and English long
In 1755, a provincial army of 5,000 men, under Sir. Wm. Johnson,
against the French posts on Lake Champlain, assembled at Albany early in June,
and were there joined by a large number of Mohawks under King Ilendrick. Forts Lyman

anterior to

designed

its

settlement.

to act

(afterward Fort Edward) and Miller were built, and a road was opened to Lake George. The
news of Braddock's defeat was received before this army left Albany. The expedition set out ou
the 8th of Aug., by way of Lake George, for Ticonderoga, with the design of erecting a fort there.
Learning that the French had anticipated them and had already fortified Ticonderoga, they encamped near the head of Lake George. About the 1st of Sept., Baron Dieskau, the French commander, with a force of 200 grenadiers, 800 Canadian militia, and 300 Indians, passed up South
Bay and across the rocky peninsula, with a view of falling upon the rear of the English
and of cutting ofi" their supplies from Fort Lyman. On the 8th, a force of 1000 troops under Col.
Ephraim Williams, and of 200 Indians under King Hendrick, were sent out to meet them but,
falling into an ambuscade, the greater part of the troops and the two commanders were killed.
The survivors fled, and were immediately followed by the French. The firing alarmed the
camp, and a breastwork of logs was immediately thrown up, and 300 men, under Col. Cole, were
;

despatched to cover the retreat of the flying fugitives of the

first

party.

French assailed the English camp with great fury, and a sanguinary
This lake has long been celebrated for its wild and picturesque beauty. It is almost completely surrounded by precipitous and rocky mountains, and is studded with little, green
Its winding course is marked by a panorama of beautiislands.
ful and distinct views. At some points high rocky bluffs rise
precipitously from the very edge of the water, and at others a
little basin seems scooped out among the hills.
Most of the
mountain declivities are covered with verdure; but a few of
them are masses of naked rocks. This whole region is full of
Each mountain, precipice, and cape has its
lii-itoric interest.
own tales and reminiscences of the olden time. Some of the
fiercest conflicts of the last long wars between the French and
Engli-h colonists took place upon its shores, and the pure and
peaceful waters of this beautiful lake were often ensanguined
with the blood of fierce combatants. Again during the Revolution war held high carnival here: but since that period its visitors have been principally the lovers of the wild and beautiful
in nature. Sabbath-Day Point and Lord Howes Point are two
low beaclies upon the w. shore, near the foot of the lake; and
Kogers Slide is a precipice upon the w. shore, 200 feet high, rising
at an angle of about 25 degrees. Tongue Mt., forming a promontory upon the w. shore, Anthonys Nose, upon the E. shore,
and French Mt., near the head of the lake, have each an elevation of more than 2,000 feet.
2 The first courts were held at the "Lake
Gem-ge Coffne Hnuse."
The clerk's office was located by law within 1 mi. of this place;
and this was made the point from which the sheriff's mileage was
reckoned. By an act passed March 31, 1S15, three commissioners were to be appointed by the governor to locate the site of the
courthouse and jail and to superintend its erection. The first
CO. officers were Wm. Robards, Ftrd .fiti/f/e ; Henry Spencer,
SJteriJf; .lolin Beebe, Clerk ; Robert Wilkinson, Surrofjatf ; Archibald McMurphy, Wm. Stover, Richard Cameron, and .Tirah
Skinner. (M'overs. Thomas Archibald, the present co. clerk,
has held the office without interruption since Feb. 1S21.
3 The
poorhouse is a two story wooden building. It is 50 years
old and in a very dilapidated condition. The annual revenue
from the farm is about $800. The average number of inmates
1

is

54,

who

are

Flushed with victory, the

conflict ensued,

supported

at a

which lasted

weekly expense of 90

cts.

each.

The Lake Ontario & Hudson Kiver R. R. (late the Sacketa
Harbor & Saratoga R.R.) is laid out through the co. along the
*

w. side of the Hudson, and a large part of the grading has been
done but the work is now suspended.
6 Tlu Wan-en On.
Patriot, commenced at Glens Falls about 1813
by John Cunningham, was the first paper in the co.
A newspaper was begun at Caldwell in 1817 or '18 by Timothy
Haskins, which in four or five years was changed to
The Guardian. It was a few years after sold to
Broadwell,
its name again changed, and in two years after it was
;

removed to Glens Falls.
The Glens Falls Observer was started in 1828 by E. G. Sidney.
In aliout two years it passed into the hands of Abiel
Smith, who changed its name to

Glens Falls Republican, and afterward to
Co. Messenger.
In 18.35 it was again changed to
Co. Messenger and Glens Falls Advertiser, by which
name it was continued until 1840, when it appeared aa
The Glens Falls Gazette,, and in two years after as
The Glens Falls Clarirm. In 1850 it passed into the hands of
Zabina Ellis, its present publisher, by whom its name
Thf.

The Wirren
The Warren

was changed

The Glens

to

Falls Free Press.

The Glens Falls Spectator was published in 1840 by D. Ellis.
The Warren Co. TfVij'g' wasstartedby James A. Kellogg, and continued one year.

Tlie Glens Fails
Milne, and

The Glens

It

&

continued.
established in

v/ho conducted it until
has passed through several hands, and is now

1842 by M.
1851.

Messenger was established by A. D.

is still

Falls Republican was
T. J. Strong,

published by II. M. Harris.
The Eechabile and Temperance Bugle, semi-mo., was comm.?iiced
in 1845 by M. & T. J. Strong, and continued several
mouths.
The Star of Destiny was published in 1855 bv A. D. Milne.
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from 12

M. to

4 p.m. and resulted in the

total defeat of the French.^

Col. Blanchard,

who commanded

engagement in the morning, sent a party of about 300
N. H. and N. Y. militia to the scene of the conflict. This party surprised the French camp, and,
after dispersing the troops left to guard it, they hastened on to the English camp and arrived in
season to assist materially in gaining the victory. This engagement was the only one fought

at Fort

Lyman, learning

the result of the

first

during the campaign of 1755 that reflected the slightest credit upon the British army.
The remainder of the season was spent in erecting Fort Wm. Henry,* on the site of the English
camp. A projected attack upon Ticonderoga during the winter was prevented by the uncommon
In the summer of 1756 a provincial force of 6,000 men assembled here,
severity of the season.
effect their purpose.*
On the 17th of March, (St. Patrick's day,) 1757, the French,

but too late to

under Longee, a famous partisan officer, attempted to surprise the fort, but were successful only
burning a few buildings and several vessels on the lake.* Soon after, a party of 400 English,
under Col. Parker, marched to attack Ticonderoga; but, falling into an ambuscade, only 72
escaped. Early in the summer of 1757, Montcalm, the French commander, made extensive
in

preparations to capture Fort Wm. Henry. On the last day of July, Maj. Putnam discovered a
large body of the enemy encamped on an island about 18 mi. down the lake. Gen. Webb, who

had immediate command, upon being apprized of the matter, enjoined Putnam to keep the intelligence secret and to prepare to escort him (Webb) back to Fort Edward, leaving Col. Munro in
command at Fort Wm. Henry. The enemy soon landed in force and proceeded to invest the fort.
The garrison consisted of 2,500 men, and the attacking force amounted to nearly 9,000. Gen.
Webb had a force of 4,000 regulars at Fort Edward, only 9 mi. distant, and the militia were
rapidly collecting to afford further aid. Col. Munro sent pressing and repeated messages for
relief; but Gen. Webb paid no attention to the request, and appeared totally indifferent to every

own personal safety. At length, upon the ninth day of the siege, he allowed Gen.
Johnson to march with a body of volunteers to the relief of the garrison but befoi'e the party
had proceeded 3 mi. they were recalled, and Gen. Webb sent a letter to Col. Munro advising him
to surrender on the best terms he could obtain.
This letter was intercepted and given to Col.
Munro by Montcalm in person. Thus cut off from hope, and assured by Montcalm that the
garrison should march out with the honors of war, with their arms, and one of the four cannon
of the fort, with their baggage and baggage wagons, and an escort of 500 men to Fort Edward,

thing but his

;

The Indians soon began to pillage the baggage, and, not being checked, fell
and wounded, whom they killed and scalped. Excited by carnage, they next
surrounded and attacked the disarmed and defenseless troops; and, although Montcalm waa
implored to furnish a guard, as promised, the massacre was allowed to proceed until a large
number were killed or hurried away prisoners for more deliberate torture.^
In the summer of 1758 an army of 7,000 regulars and 10,000 provincials, under Gen. Aberhe surrendered.

upon

tlie

sick

1 Gen. Johnson waa wounded
early in the action, and the onmniand devolved upon Gen. Lyman. The former in his official
report, probably from jealousy, avoided mentioning the name or
Bervices of the latter, although they were efficient and valuable.
Popular report stated the French loss at 700 to 800 but Johnson
reported it from 300 to 400. Official accounts place the English

to Fort Wm. Henry, arri\ing in the evening. He prcvcured sleds and returned to his suflering comrades, whom he
reached the next morning. The party finally reached the fort,

pushed on

—

extreme suflering. Rogers's J(nir., p. 36.
* A
part of the garrison were Irish, and could not be restrained
from celebrating the day by getting drunk. The fort was de5os8 at 120 killed, 80 wounded, and 62 missing.
Dieskau died fended by the vigilance of tlie rangers, who repulsed the French
in England several years after, from wounds received in the en- while the other troops were coming to their senses. Hogers's
gagement.
Jour., pp. 43, 109.
2 Named in honor of
6
the Duke of Cumberland, brother of the
Humanity sickens at the revolting scenes of this day, which
heir apparent, afterward George III.
havestainedthemcmoryof Montcalm with the blackest infamy.
8 Several incidents
worthy of note occurred during this expe- A few survivors of the massacre fled for their lives, and sucdition. At Halfway Brook a party of teamsters were surprised ceeded in reaching Fort Edward in safety. The next day Maj.
and captured by COO of the enemy, who immediately retreated Putnam was sent with his rangers to watch the motions of the
down South Bay. A hundred men, under Capts. Israel Put- enemy but he arrived just after they embarked and were beyond
nam and Eobert Rogers, set out from Fort Wm. Henry, crossed reach of pursuit. As he came to the shore, the demolished fort,
over to Lake Champlain, and from an ambuscade poured a de- the burning buildings, and the ghastly and mangled corpses of
ttructive fire upon the enemy as they passed. A number were the dead and the feeble groans of the dying, quickly told the
killed, and the English immediately retreated across to Lake dismal story of treachery and barbarity, scarcely less chargeable
George. The next morning they embarked on the lake, and at to the cowardice of Webb than to the perfidy of Montcalm.
Eabl)ath-Day Point they were met by aforce of French and Indians Writers differ as to the number murdered on this occasion, the
three times their own number. The English dashed forward estimates varying from 300 to 1,600. It is probably nearer the
to the attack ; and, by reserving their tire until they came into latter number. There was a tendency among the provincials to
close quarters, they threw the enemy into confusion, and suc- exaggerate, and among the regulars to palliate, the occurrences
ceeded in escaping, with the loss of one killed and two wounded. above related. The massacre occurred Aug. 9, 1757. Among
In the winter of 1756—57, Maj. Rogers, with 74 men, went down the accounts given by eyewitnesses of the scene, that of Jonathan
Lake George, and crossr-d over to Lake Champlain. where he cap- Carver, the well-known traveler, has perhaps been most fretured a small party of Trench. On his return he was met on the quently quoted. The feeble attempts that have been made to
summit of the hill by a party of 200 French and a desperate con- defend the reputation of Montcalm, under the plea that he exflict ensued.
Maj. Rogers was wounded, and the command de- erted himself to restrain the Indian barbarities, find ample refuvolved upon Capt..Stark, (afterward Gen Stark of the Revolution .) tation in the t;iet that with five or six times more whites than
The conflict continued until nightfall, when the French re- savages the latter were allowed to proceed unmolested. If this
treated, leaving half of their number dead upon the field. Of relatively small number could nrt be restrained, there must
the rangers, 48 remained unwounded and the company pushed have existed a degree of insubordination incompatible with miliforward through deep snows and reached the lake in the morn- tary .success and strangely at variance with the condition of
log. They were now quite exhausted and Stark, with two others, other armies under Montcalm.
after

;

—

;

;

.

;

j
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crombie, proceeded against TIconderoga by way of Lake George. On the 5th of July the army
embarked on board of 900 bateaux and 135 boats, and passed down the hike with all the pomp
and pageantry of war and four days after they returned, shattered and broken, with a loss of nearly
2,000 in killed and wounded. Such of the latter as admitted of removal were sent to Fort Edward
;

;

head of the lake during the remainder of the season.
In June, 1759, Maj. Gen. Amherst, with an army of 12,000 men, advanced to Lake George, and,
while waiting to complete his arrangements, be commenced building Fort George, about half a mile
E from Fort Wm. Henry .^ As Gen. Amherst advanced to Ticonderoga, the French withdrew to
Crown Point, and soon after to the Isle Aux-Noix. Quebec fell soon after, and the conquest of
Canada was completed the following year, rendering the vast military works at Fort George, Ti-

and the main army lay inactive in camp

at the

Crown Point of no further utility, and allowing the hardy pioneers of civilization
advance and occupy the fertile valleys which as provincial soldiers they had previously traversed.

conderoga, and
to

BOIiTOX— was

formed from Thurman, INIarch 25, 1799.

of Caldwell in 1810, and a part of Iloricon in 1838.

Hague was taken

off in

1807, a part

It lies e. of the center of the co.,

between

Schroon River and Lake George. The e. shore of the lake constitutes the E. line, so that more
than one-half of the lake is within the limits of this town. The surface is principally occupied
by the high mountainous ridges which lie between the lake and Hudson River. There are 3
Tongue Mt.,^ on the
principal peaks belonging to this range within the limits of the town,
peninsula between the lake and North West Bay, 2,000 ft. above tide Pole Hill, in the n. part,
2,500 ft. high; and Cat Head, in the center, 1,500 to 1,800 ft. above tide. The mountains generally rise precipitously from the lake but toward the w. the surface assumes the character of a

—

;

;

high, rolling upland. High up among the hills are numerous little crystal lakes, the principal
of which are Trout Lake, Marsh Pond, and Edgecomb Pond. Trout Lake is 1,000 ft. above Lake

George. Not more than one-half of the town is susceptible of cultivation. The soil is a thin.
Bandy loam.' Bolton, (p. o.,) situated on Lake George, opposite Green Island,* is a small vilThe settlement of the town was commenced in 1792, principally by New England people.*
lage.
The improvements are confined mostly to the vicinity of Lake George. The first church (Presb.)
was formed in 1804; the Rev.
Armstrong was the first settled minister. There are 2
churches in town Bap. and M. E.
;

CAIiDWEliLi*— (CoF-well) was
1810.

It lies

formed from Queensbury, Bolton, and Thurman, March 2,
extremity of Lake George.
range of mountains occupies the exThe central portion is a high, hilly region, descending abruptly to the lake.

around the

treme w. part.

A

s.

Prospect Hill, w. of the s. extremity of the lake, has an elevation of 2,000 ft. above tide. South
of this hill a low valley extends s. w., through Caldwell and Luzerne, to the valley of the Hudson near the mouth of Sacandaga River. This depression seems to be a continuation of the valley
in

which Lake George

is

situated,

and shows that a change of a few

feet in the elevation

would

In this valley is a chain of small lakes.
immediately upon the border of the lake. The soil is a sandy loam

cause the waters of the lake to flow into the Hudson.

A narrow

strip of

low land

lies

rich, sandy and clayey loam on the lowlands.
Caldwell, (p. v.,)
the county seat, is situated near the head of Lake George. It contains 2 churches, several hotels,
and about 50 dwellings. This place is the annual resort of great numbers of tourists and pleasure

among

the

hills,

and a dark,

who are attracted hither by the beautiful scenery of the lake and the surrounding region.
During the summer the steamer Minnehaha plies daily between Caldwell and the foot of the lake.
Fort William Henry and Fort George were situated near Caldwell, at the head of Lake George and
Bloody Pond, in the s. part. Settlement commenced at the head of Lake George, soon after the
conquest of Canada; but its progress was arrested by the Revolution. Soon after the close of the
war, settlement was recommenced.'' There are 2 churches in town Presb. and Union.

seekers,

;

1

Scarcely a vestige of this fort remains, most of the stones of

upon this place with the gunboats they had captured. Th»y
were repulsed with loss, and retreated to the E. shore. The
which it was built having been burned for lime.
* Indian name,
At-alVpo'sa, a sliding place.
enemy being in pursuit, they burned their boats, crossed the
8 Within the limits of this town is the most beautiful
scenery mountains to Lake Champlain, and returned to Gen. Lincoln's
Its channel is studded with a multitude of small camp at Pawlet, Vt.
6
some of them consisting of barren, desolate rocks, while
Among the first settlers were James Ware, Joseph Tuttle,
others are clothed with the richest verdure. Diamond Island, Rufus Randall, Benj. Pierce, David and Reuben Smith, Eleazer
near the s. extremity of the lake, derives its name from the Goodman, Daniel Nims, Frederick Miller,
Boyd.
Wright,
beautiful quartz crystals that have been found upon it.
and Thomas McGee. The first birth was that of Lydia Ware ;
<
During the Revolution this island was fortified, and Gen. and the first death, that of Mrs. John Pierce. Sally Boyd taught
Bnrgoyne, when he advanced to the Hudson, left upon it a large the first school.
6 Named from Gen. James Caldwell, a merchant of
amount of public property, guarded by two companies of the
Albany,
47th regiment, commanded by Capt. Aubrey. After the partial who became a patentee of 1.595 acres, in 4 parcels by grants
success which attended the attempt upon Ticonderoga in 1777, dated Sept. 18-29, 1787.
'
Cola. Warren and Brown, on the 21th of Sept., made an attack
Among the early settlers were Daniel Shaw, BenonL Burtch,
i3

of the lake.
islands,
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CHESTER — was formed from Thurman,

March 25, 1799. It lies upon the N. border of the
between Hudson and Schroon Rivers. The surface is broken. The Kayaderosseras Mts. extend
the n. w. portion. A continuation of the
through the s. part, and the Schroon Range occupies
in a s. w. direction to the w. branch of the Hudson and sepavalley of Schroon Lake, extending
Loon Lake is the principal one in
rating the mountain ranges, contains a chain of small lakes.
Schroon
this valley; and s. of it, among the hills, is another sheet of water, called Friends Lake.
Lake is about 1,000 feet above tide, and the hills that surround it are 500 to 800 feet above its
The soil is generally light and sandy. A cave in Mt. Moxon is quite a curiosity, and
surface.
CO.,

has some local notoriety. Near the pr. border of the town, upon Stone Bridge Creek, is a natural
Feldspar has been quarried to a considerable extent and exported for the manufacture
bridge.*
of porcelain.
CliesfertO'Wii (p. v.) contains the Chester Academy and 246 inhabitants and
;

PotterSTille
century.^
pastor.

The

The settlement of this town commenced toward the close of the last
church (Bap.) was organized in 1796; and the Rev. Jehiel Fox was the first

(p. v.) 126.

first

There are now 6 churches in town.'

HAGUE—was

"

FocJiester."
Its name was changed
formed from Bolton, Feb. 28, 1807, as
1808, and a part of Horicon was taken off in 1838. It lies upon the shore of Lake George,
The surface is very mountainous, not above one-fourth being suscepin the n. e. corner of the co.
The mountains along the lake generally descend abruptly to the very edge
tible of cultivation.

April

6,

The narrow valleys of Trout and North West Bay Brooks form the line of separation
of the water.
between the two mountain ranges. Ash Grove Hill, upon the w. border, is 2,000 to 2,500 feet above
tide and upon the shore of the lake, in the n. e. comer, is another mountain peak of nearly the
same elevation. Rogers Rock is on the lake shore, in the v. e. corner. It rises from the water's
edge at an angle of about 45° and attains an elevation of 300 feet.* Sabbath-Day Point is a head;

land projecting into the lake near the s. border.* The soil is a light, sandy loam. Iron ore has
been found near Seventh Pond; and mines have been worked to some extent, but they are now
abandoned. The beauty of the lake and the solitary grandeur of the mountain scenery of thig

town render
nature."

it

a favorite resort for hunting and fishing parties and the lovers of the beautiful in
The prinand
(p.o.) are hamlets.
(p. o.,) on McDonalds Bay,

Wardboro

Dagiie,

improvements are along the lake.
union church in the town.

cipal

HORI€0]V —was formed from Bolton

The

first

was made about

settlement

and Hague, March

29, 1838.

It lies

1796.''

There

upon the

n.

is

a

border

The

greater part of its surface is occupied by the two branches of
In the n. and e.
the Kayaderosseras Mts., which are here divided by the valley of Brant Lake.
these ranges rise, in numerous sharp, rocky peaks, 1,600 to 2,000 feet above tide; but in the s. and
of the CO., E. of Schroon Lake.

w. they sink into a hilly plateau region. About one-half of the surface is arable. Among the
hills are great numbers of small lakes, laving with their crystal waters the base of the huge, rocky
masses which tower above them. Brant Lake, the principal of them, is 10 mi. long and is every-

where surrounded by precipitous hills. The soil is a sandy loam. Horicon, (p. v.,) situated
on Schroon River, in the s. w. part of the town, contains about 20 houses; and Iflill Brook,
Aaron Harris, Joseph Gregory, Bishop Carpenter, and Timo(p.v.,) on Schroon Lake, 15 houses.
The first church (Wes. Meth.) was formed in 1820
Bennett
earliest
settlers.^
were
some
of
the
thy
Nathaniel Streeter was the first minister. There are 4 churches in town 2 Bap., M. E., and Wes. Meth.
;

;

JOHIVSBURGH'—was formed

from Thurman, April

6,

1805.

It lies

upon the bank of the

—

* This rock, sometimes called Rogers Slide, receives its name
Tierce, Andrew EdmondB, Reed Wilbur, Obadiah Hunt,
Thaddeus Bradley, Ellas Prosser, Nathan Burdick, Geo. Van from an incident traditionally related of the escape of Maj. Robert
and
Deusen,
Potter.
The
first
inn
and
Butler,
Rogers at this place in the winter of 1758. He was surprised
Christopher

were erected by Gen. Caldwell.
at the top of the rock by a band of Indians, and most of his party
1 The
stream, after falling into a basin, enters a passage in were cut off; but he escaped by sliding down the rock to the
two branches under a natural arch 40 feet high and about 80 frozen surface of the lake.
B It is
broad, and emerges in a single stream from under a precipice
generally supposed that this name was derived from the
54 feet high, 247 feet from its entrance. This bridge is described fact that Gen. Amherst and his suite, while passing down the
" In the
in Morse's Geography (1796) as follows
county of lake on their way to Ticonderoga in the summer of 1759, stopped
Montgomery is a small, rapid stream emptying into Schroon here to refresh themselves upon the Sabbath but this derivaLake, west of Lake George it runs under a hill, the base of which tion of the name is doubtful, for it is mentioned in Rogers's Jouris 60 or 70 yards in diameter, forming a most curious and beauti- nal, June 28, 1758, — the season before.
8 On the 29th of
ful arch in tho rock, as white as snow. The fury of the water
July, 1856, the steamer John Jay, while on
and the roughness of the bottom, added to the terrific noise her way up the lake, was burned near Garflelds. Six persons
within, have hitherto prevented any person from passing through jumped overboard and were drowned but the rest were rescued
the chasm." Am. Univ. Geog., 508.
by boats from the shore.
* The first settlers were
'
Titus, Jabez, Levi, Gideon, Enos, Jona^
Among the first settlers were Abel Rising, Abner Briggs,
than, Daniel, and Caleb Mead,
Beman, Isaac Bennett, John Elijah Bailey, Samuel Cook, Ellis Denton, Samuel Patchin, John
Haskins. Obadiah and Benj. Knapp, Noel Wightman, James Holman, Isaac and Urial Balcom, and Uri Waiste.
8 Howard Waters,
Storbuck,
Steward, and D. and J. Punderson. The first
Nathan, Bery., and James Hayes, Benj.
birth was that of a son of Caleb Mead and the first death, that Hayes 2d, John Robbins. James Frazier, and Benj. Wright wer»
Hannah Reynolds taught the first school.
also early settlers.
?f Martin Wightman.
* Named from John
3 M. E., Bap., Presb., and Prot. E.
Thurman, an early settler.

gristmill

:

—

;

:

—

;

;

I
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HaJson, and is the n. w. corner town of the co. Its surface is very broken and mountainous. The
Schroou Range occupies the n. and central parts and a spur of the Kayaderosseras Range extends
into the s.
Crane Mt.,^ the highest peak of the latter, is about 3,500 feet above tide. The greater
part of the town is too rough and broken for cultivation. The arable land is confined to the narrow
The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam. Kaolin, serpentine iron ore, and other minerals
valleys.
are found.
There are 3 large tanneries in town. Jolin^tbiirerli, (p. v..) on Mill Creek, contains
20 houses; ]VobIes Corners, on the same stream, 25 Aortli Creek, (p. v.,) on the Hudson,
at the mouth of North Creek, 15; and Tlie Glen, (p.o.,) on the Hudson, in the s.E. corner of
the town, 7. The first settlement was made soon after the close of the Revolutionary War, by
John Thurman, the proprietor of extensive tracts in this part of the State.^ The first church (Bap.)
was organized in 1793. There are 4 churches in town.'
;

;

KjUZERj¥E—was
1808.

formed from Queensbury, April 10, 1792, as ^^ Fairfield." Its name was
A strip of territory 1 mi. wide was set ofi" to Queensbury, March 30,

changed April 6,
1802. It lies upon the e. bank of Hudson River, in the s. extremity of the co. Two branches of
the Luzerne Mts. extend through the town, respectively occupying the n. and s. portions. They
are separated by the valley which extends s. w. from the s. end of Lake Geoi'ge. A chain of small
lakes lies along its course and in them two streams take rise, one of which flows to Lake George
and the other to the Hudson.* About one-half of the surface bordering upon the river is a high,
Kettle Bottom, in the s. part, and several peaks of the ridge which
hilly region, but arable.
;

The soil is a light, sandy loam.
on the Hudson, above its confluence with Sacandaga RIfer. Pop.
280.
The first settlements were made about 1770, along the Hudson. Most of tho early settlers
occupied lands leased from Ebenezer Jessup, the patentee. There are 3 churches iii town.^
extends along the

liUzerne

E.

border, are 2,000 to 2,500 feet above tide.

(p.y.) is situated

QlJEEIVSUl^RY —was

by patent® as a township. May 20, 1762, and recognized
Luzerne was taken off in 1702, and a part of Caldwell in 1810. A
It lies
strip of territory 1 mi. wide was taken from Luzerne and added to this town in 1802.
between Lake George and the Hudson, and is the s.E. corner town of the co. The w part is oocupied by the Luzerne Mts., and the extreme n. part by French Mt., a high, rocky bluff which rises
precipitously from the surface of Lake George to a height of 2,500 to 3,000 feet above tide. The
The soil is a light, sandy loam
central and s. parts are rolling, gradually declining toward the s.
in the interior, and a deep, tough claj' upon the river.
The fall in the Hudson at Glens Falls is
about 50 feet high, and affords valuable mill privileges. Below the fall is a small island, through
which is a cave extending from one channel to the other. The manufacture of lumber is largely
carried on.' Olens Falls,® (p-v.,) incorp. April 12, 1839, is situated on the Hudson, in the s.
It contains 9 churches, the Glens Falls Academy, 3 newspaper offices, 2 banks, and several
part.
manufactories.' Pop. 3,420. West Glens Falls, on the Hudson, contains 25 houses; and
Queensbury, (p. v.,) in the e. part 20. Frencb Mountain (p.o.) is a hamlet. The
summit level of the Champlain Canal is fed through the Glens Falls navigable feeder with water
taken from the Hudson above the falls. The settlement was commenced in 1766 but its progress
was very slow until after the close of the Revolution.^" The first house of worship was erected by
There are now 11 churches in town."
the Society of Friends, in 1786.
as a town,

March

incorporated

13, 1786.

;

STOIVY

CREEK—was formed from

''Athol,"'^'

Nov.

3,

1852.

It lies

upon the

w

bank of

Hudson

River, and is the s. w. corner town of the co.
Nearly the whole tovra is still a wilderness.
Through the center of the town extend mountain ranges, several peaks of which attain an elevaThe valleys of e. and w. Stony Creeks are narrow ravines, forming
tion of more than 2,000 feet.

a natural pass between the valleys of the Hudson and Sacandaga.
is a small pond near the summit of the mountain
frequented by cranes ; and from [this circumderives its name. Seen from Warrensburgh, 11 mi.
distant, the mountain presents a striking resemblance to the
profile of the human face.
2
Among tlie early settlers were Robt. Woddell, Geo. Hodgson,
1

There

which

is

Bfance

it

much

John Wilkinson, Reuben and Calvin Washburn, and Samuel
Somerville. The first birth was that of Polly Woddell the first
marriage, that of Calvin Washburn and Betsey Woddell; and
the first death, that of Enos Grover. The first mills were erected
in 1789 or '90, by Mr. Thurman. He opened a store and built a
This was
distillery and in 1795 he erected a woolen factory.
Boon after changed to a cotton factory and as early as 1797 he
;

;

;

erected calico printing w orks, the first, it is believed, in America.
«
Bap., M. E., Free Will Bap., and Wes. Meth.
*
Uadley and Jessup Falls, upon the Hudson, are within this
^
town. See page 588.
Bap., M. E., and Union.

*
7

The

soil is

a light, sandy loam.

This patent embraced 2,300 acres.
An immense number of logs is annually floated

down from

the pine forests of the Upper Hudson to Glens Falls and Fort
Edward. At one mill upon the State dam at the former place
are 12 gates and 250 saws.
* The Indian name of this
place is said to have been Kay-audo-ros-sa.
It was called '• GUnvilU" for some time.
9 This
place contains 4 sawmills, a flouring mill, and an establishment for sawing marble.
10
Among the first settlers were Abraham Wing, Reed Fen in,
Asaph and Benajah Putnam, Jeffrey Cooper, Ichabod Merritt,
and Caleb Dowell. Immediately after the war, Benj. Wing, Nehemiah Seelice, Phineas Babcock, Wm. Roland, David Bennett,
James Houghson, Silas Brown, and Jeremiah Briggs settled in

town.

»

2 Friends, 2 R. C, Bap.,
and Univ.

siah, Asso. Presb.,

M. E.,

Presb., Prot. E., Ch. of Me*,
"^

See Thurman.
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Creek. Center

The
(p. o.) and Stony Creeli, (p-o.,) both upon Stony Creek, are hamlets.
was made about 1795.^ The first preacher was Jonathan Paul, a Christian Indian.
church (Presb.) was formed about 1800.*

first

settlement

The

first

THURMAUr^—was formed April 10, 1792.

Bolton and Chester were taken ofi" in 1799, Johnsburgh in 1805, and a part of Caldwell in 1810. The town was divided into "Athol" and Warrensburgh Feb. 12, 1813 and "Atliol" was divided into Thurman and Stony Creek, Nov. 3, 1852. It lies
upon the w. bank of the Hudson, s. w. of the center of the co. The w. part is a high, broken
upland, almost unknown except to hunters. The e. portion, along the Hudson, is a hilly plateau,
with several peaks rising 1,000 feet above the valley. Among the hills are numerous small lakes.
The soil is a light, sandy loam. Atbol (p. o.) and Til ur man, (p. o,,) both in the e. part, are
Settlement was commenced in the latter part of the last century.* A Bap. church was
hamlets.
Elder Jehiel Fox was the first preacher. There are now 4 churches in town.*
first formed
;

'

;

WARREIVSBURGH—was formed from Thurman, Feb. 12, 1813.

It lies

between the two

branches of the Hudson, near the center of the co., and upon the ridges s. of the junction. The
peninsular portion is a rolling plateau 600 to 1,000 feet above the river. The s. w. part is occupied

by an immense mountain mass with several summits 2,400 to 3,000 feet above tide. Nearly twoThe soil is a light, sandy loam among the hills, and upon the
thirds of the land in town is arable.
river it is nearly the same, mixed with some clay. Warrensburgli (p. v.) is on Schroon River,
3 mi. from its junction with the Hudson, Pop. 700. Across the Hudson, below the mouth of
Schroon River, is a long bridge connecting this town with Thurman. The first settlement was
made a few years after the close of the Revolution.^ A M. E. church, the first in town, was organThere are 4 churches in town.'
ized in 1796 and the Rev. Henry Ryan was the first minister.
;

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dicellinys, Families, Freeholders, ScJiools, Live
Stock, Agricidtural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Warren County.
Acres of Land.

Names of Towns.

Bolton
Caldwc41
Chester

Hague
Horicon.

Johnsbnrgh
Luzerne
Queensbury
Stony Creek

Tlmrman
Warrensburgh
Total

.

WASHINGTON COUNTY.
This county^ was formed from Albany as " Charlotte Cmmtyr"^
March 12, 1772. Its name was changed April 2, 1784; Clinton
the e. portion was ceded to Vermont in
CO. was taken off in 1788
1790 ;' a strip along its s. border was annexed from Albany Feb. 7,
1791 and Warren co. was taken off in 1813. It lies on the e.
;

;

border of the State, is centrally distant from Albany 45 miles, and
contains an area of 850 sq. mi. The surface consists principally of
a series of ridges extending n. e. and s. w., and the valleys between

The remarkable depression which extends southerly from
extremity of Lake Champlain divides these ridges into two
the n. belonging to the Palmertown Mt. Kange,
distinct groups,
them.

the

s.

—

and the s. constituting one of the connecting links between the highlands of Southern New York and those of Western Vermont. The s. group is subdivided into three
The most southerly of
principal ranges, which are all related and of the same general character.
these ranges

is

a northerly continuation of the Taghkanick Range of Rensselaer co., occupying the
e. part of Jackson.
The declivities are usually steep, and the

White Creek and the
summits broad, broken, and rocky.
greater part of

The second

—

—sometimes

described as a continuation of the

constitutes the highlands of Cambridge, Jackson, Salem, and the
In Salem it spreads out like a fan between the streams. The
Granville.

Petersburgh Mts. of Rensselaer

part of Hebron and
third comprises the highlands of Easton, Greenwich, Argyle, Hartford, Granville, Hampton, and the
It might with propriety be called Cossayuna Range, from the principal lake
E. part of Whitehall.
which it incloses. The declivities of these ranges are usually steep, and, except where broken
E.

by

ledges, are arable to their summits.

nating point near the
tide.

e.

They gradually rise toward the e., reaching their culmiThe highest summits are 1000 to 1200 feet above
one general group and are of the same geological formation.

border of the

These three ranges belong

to

co.

are composed of slate rock, ledges of which crop out along their whole extent.
Many of
these ledges in Granville and Hebron are quarried, and furnish stone much valued for roofing,

They

building, and ornamental purposes. Among the slate quarries are found numerous veins of injected
quartz, intersecting the slate strata in every direction, varying from the thickness of paper to

They often present cavities and surfaces beautifully studded with transparent
The edges of the slate are sometimes bent and distorted by the quartz dikes,
of
quartz.
crystals
The soil in this system of
showing the extreme heat and great force of the injected veins.
of
consists
and
is
fertile.
slate,
chiefly
disintegrated
vei-y
highlands
several inches.

The second group of highlands, belonging to the Palmertown Mt. Range, occupy the towns ot
Fort Ann, Dresden, Putnam, and the e. part of Whitehall. They belong to the primary formar
Their
tion, their rocks consisting principally of gneiss, granite, sandstone, and impure limestone.
sides are very precipitous and broken, and their summits are wild irregular masses of naked,
The valleys between them are narrow and rocky, often bordered by precipices
barren rocks.
many hundred feet in height. The soil is cold and unproductive, like that of all regions of a

A

narrow valley extending s. w. from the s. extremity of South
similar geological formation.
divides the group into two ranges.
Saddle Mt., overlooking South Bay and 1000 ft. above
tide, is the highest peak in the s. range ; and Black Mt., 2878 ft. above tide, is the highest peak

Bay

in the n. range.

Diameter Rock, on the n. shore of South Bay,

—

1 The original bounds of this co. were as follows
All that part
of the State n. of the present co. of Saratojja, and of a line exthe
from
mouth
of
Creek
510
chains
e.; thence
tending
Stony
8. to the Batten Kil, and along that stream to the 8. line of
Princetown, and thence to "CumberlancP' co. Its w. line was the
present w. line of Saratoga co. continued to Canada, and its e.
line the w. lines of ''Cumberland" and "Gloiicester" cos. These
limits embraced the w. half of Vermont, N. of the Batten Kil,
and the present cos. of Warren, Essex, Clinton, and a part of
:

Tranklin.

is

1300

ft.

above

tide.*

sioners were Smith Thompson, Simeon De Witt, and Geo. TibSee Notes to N. Y. Session Lav>s, April 15, 1814.
* The
following table of elevations is mostly from Dr. Fitch's
Survey of Washington co. :

bitts.

—

n<BT.

Black Mountain, in Dresden, the highest peak
Willards Mountain, Easton
Bald Mt., Greenwich
Summit between Hudson and Champlain Valleys

Mt

2,878
1,605

Defiance (Spatford's Gazetteer)

Princess Charlotte, eldest daughter of Geo. m. Pinnacle, North Granville
The act of cession, by commissioners appointed for the pur- Batten Kil, Vt. Line (Sargeant's Canal Survey)
pose, was dated Oct. 7, 1790, and the line was finally settled by Summit between Lake and Hudson River
comxaissioners froii> both States in 1812.
The N.Y. commis- Eagle Bridge K. K. level, above Troy (S. M. Johnson!
*

Named from

•

677

912
891
720
694
502
459
401
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A

rich intervale, from half a
The Hudson River forms the s. half of the w. border of the co.
mi. to a mi. in width, bordered by a series of clay bluffs 20 to 60 ft. high, extends along its course.
Most of the other streams of the co. are tributaries of the Hudson, and among them ai-e the
Hoosick, Batten Kil, Moses and Fort Edward Creeks, and many smaller streams. Wood Creek^ is

a deep, sluggish stream, flowing into Lake Champlain and draining the valley, which here extends
from the lake to the Hudson, The soil along the valley is mostly a hard, stiff clay. The IVIettowoe, or Pawlet, and the Poultney Rivers, from Vt., are tributaries of Wood Creek. In the co. are
several other streams important as mill streams.^ Lake Champlain s. of Ticonderoga is scarcely

more than a ship canal through a reedy marsh bordered by rocky
the N. w. border of the co.

of which

Among

cliffs.

Lake George

lies

along

the hills in the interior are several small lakes, the principal

Cossayuna Lake, in Argyle.^

is

The various branches of agriculture form the leading pursuits of the people. The principal
grains raised are rye, spring wheat, oats, buckwheat, and corn. Peas, beans, flax, and potatoes
are also extensively cultivated.
Stock raising, dairying, and wool growing are also extensively
pursued. The manufactures of the co. are principally along the Hudson and Batten Kil.
The county offices are divided among several towns. The courts are held alternately at Salem and
Sandy Hill, and the clerk's office and co. poorhouse are located at Argyle.* The jail is connected
with the courthouse at Salem, and all prisoners sentenced for more than two months are sent to the
penitentiary at Albany.

The principal public works in the co. are the Champlain Canal,^ extending in and along Wood
Creek and the Hudson to Greenwich the Sai-atoga & Whitehall R. R., extending through Fort
Edward, Kingsbury, Fort Ann, and Whitehall, with a branch to Lake Station and another to
;

and the Rutland & Washington R. R., extending from Eagle Bridge, through White
Creek, Jackson, and Salem, to the State line.
The first newspaper in this co. was established at Salem, in 1788.®
Upon tiie advent of the whites, few Indians were found within the limits of this co. but Indian

Castleton, Vt.

;

;

The Washington

Begister was started at Salem in 1802 by John
P. Reynolds, and continued several years.
The Salem Messenger was commenced about 1819.
The Salem Press was issued May 21, 1850, by W. B. Hapkness,

FEET.

Sandy Hill Center, green and street (W. T. Baker)
"
Glens Falls Feeder, summit level
"
Champlain Canal
(Spafford)

Hudson

Edward to Ft. Miller

River, Ft.

"

above Saratoga

Lake Champlain (various
Ijowest point on

Fort
Fort

Ann

,...

"
"
"

Chicnt, or

The

" River of
Lngs," of the French.

is

S28

At Sandy Hill a dam 8 to" 10 ft. high and 1200 ft. long crosses
the Hudson, the water setting back to the foot of the rapids
below Glens Falls. At Fort Edward a dam 27 ft. high and 900
feet long was built by the State in 1821, as a feeder to the
canal, but, the Glens Falls feeder super.'seding it, it was sold to
a company in 1840 and cut down to 16 ft. The Saratoga Dam
(where the Champlain Canal crosses the Hudson into Saratoga
Batten Kil is crossed by 9 dams. White
CO.) is 1390 feet long.
Creek furnishes a large number of mill sites, ouce improved, but
now mostly abandoned. Black Creek has several valuable and
improved mill sites. Mettowee or Pawlet River has also several
8

sites.

The following estimates are taken from Dr. Fitch's Ag. Sur-

vey of Wash. Co.

:

—

co.)

6,400
1,560
9,600
27,229
8,200
188,052
310,760

Kingsbury Swamp
covered by water or marshes
Aggregate amount
"
"
•'
by roads
"
"
unimproved private lands
"
"
lands in cultivation
* The first co. officers under the State Government were
Wm.
Duer, First Judge ; Ebenezer Clarke, Co. Ckrk ; John Thomas,
Sheriff; and Richard Hattield, Surrogate.
5 The channel of the Hudson was first used from
Saratoga
Dam to Fort Edward, except a short canal with locks around
the falls at Fort Miller. The summit level is fed by the Glens
Falls navigable feeder.
6 The Times.
It was published by Mr. Qerrish ; and in 1795
it was changed to
The Washington Patriot. From 1810 to 1818 it bore the name of
Post,

and was published successively by Dodd &
Stevenson. About 1827 it ap-

Rumsey and Dodd &
peared as

The

and North Star; and in 1840 as
Co. Post. It is now published
Washington
North White Creek by R. K. Crocker.

Co.

The

Bepublican was published in 1832 by

J.

K. A verill.

now

published by H. Dudley and J. B. Wilkins.
(tii-w.) was commenced in 1847, and

continued a short time.
The Whitehaller was published by

W. S. Southmaid

in 1849.

The American Sentinel was established in June, 1855,
by John E. Watkins.
The Sandy IIlll Herald was started in 1824, and is
now published by E. D. Baker.
The Sttn was published at Sandy Hill in 1826 by A. Emmons.
The Free Press was issued by the same publisher in 1832.
Tlie Independent Politician was published at Sandy Hill in 1832
by C. Y. Haynes & Co.
T?ie Temperance Advocate was published at Sandy Hill the same
year by S. P. Hines.
The Anti Masonic Champion was started at Union Tillage In
1830 by L. Dewey, and published by him until 1835,
when Wells & Lansing became the proprietors.
The Banner was published at Union Village in 1836 by Wells &
Lansing.

ACSEB.

Surface of Lake Champlain (within the
"
"
of Hudson River

The Northern

continued.

Emporium waspuhlished froml822 until about 1828.

The Whitehall Telegraph

2

valuable mill

is still

Wliiti'Jtall

The Whitehall Chronicle was started in June, 1840,
.Hud is now published by H. D. Morris.
The AVhitehall Democrat was founded in 1845, and

75
143
121
114
121
88.2

<'

StateLine

and

J7ie Wliitehall

8Cto93

in Easton
(R. R. Survey)
«

Comstocks Landing
WhitehallJunction
Lake Champlain

du

"

"

authorities)

Hudson

Edward

1 jf?.

Dam

2S0
229
140
110
92

The Union Vdlage Courant was published

at

by Ormsby

&

Democrat was started in. 1839 by John W.
Lawton, and in 1841 John C. Osborn became the publisher. In 1842 he was succeeded by Joseph Holmes,
by whom it was styled
The Democratic Champion, and continued until 1846.
TheWashingtrmCo. Sentinelv/as published at UnionVilIageinl840.
Co. People's Journal was founded iu 1843 by
The
John W. Curtis, by whom it is still published.
Tlie Champion was started at UnionVillage in 184y by J. Holmes.
The Eagle was started by J. L. Cramer in 1845. In 1846 it becama
The Union Villaae Eagle, and was published about 2 years by
McCall & Bailey.
The Union Village Democratic Standard was published in 1849
by Wm. A. McCall.
The Washington Teh graph was established in 1849, and is now
published by C. M. Haven, as
Village

W.

The Granville

Register.

at Fort Edward in 1854
called the

The Public Ledger, started
IJlanchard.

Post

in 1836

Holmes.

The Union

is

nnw

by H. F

Fort E(l«-ard Ledger.
The Fort Edtvard Institute Monthly was started
m l-:'ib Wm. A. lluliey, and is still piibll hid.
l.iy
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had been inhabited at a former
trails and implements of Indian art frequently found show
in
of
communication
between Iludsoa
the
natural
channel
of
the
The
n.
co.,
lying
period.
portion
River and Lake Champlain,^ became the great highway of hostile parties passing between the
Five Nations and the Canada Indians, and at a later day by the more formidable armies of disciplined troops in the struggles which ended in the conquest of Canada. The French made incurand these were returned by
sions upon the English and Five Nations in 16G5, 1688, and 1693
For several years after, the
attacks upon the French and Indians in Canada in 1691 and 1692.
passage of small hostile parties was of frequent occurrence. In 1709, Forts Ann and Nicholson
were erected by the English and garrisoned for the protection of the northern frontier; but
upon the return of peace they were abandoned.^ Frequent incursions of small parties were made
in the War of 1748, and many persons were murdered,
though no regular engagement took place.
Again, during the French War of 1755, forts were built at Ft. Ann, Ft. Edward, and the whole
region around the head of Lakes George and Champlain became the theater of stirring military
The armies that attacked Ticonderoga, and those that finally effected the conquest of all
events.
the French posts upon the lakes, marched through this region and it formed a portion of the great
battle-ground between the armies of two nations contending for the sovereignty of a continent. In
the summer and fall of 1777, upon the advance of Burgoyne, war again, for a brief space, spread
"
terror and desolation over the whole region
Skenesborough" was burned and abandoned on the
7th of July, Fort Ann was taken on the 8th, Fort Edward on the 28th, and the country was overrun by the enemy soon after. On the 13th and 14th of Sept. the British army crossed the Hudson
and about the 10th of Oct. Fort Edward was re-taken by the Americans, thua
into Saratog-a co.
effectually cutting off the retreat of the army, already disheartened by their defeat at Bemia
Heights. The surrender of Burgoyne put an end to the war in this section and the subsequent
history of the co. is but the record of the continued and progressive triumphs of peaceful industry.
that

it

;

—

;

;

;

ARGYLiE'—^was
Greenwich was taken

granted by patent, March 13, 1764,* and formed as a town, March 23, 1786.
1803, and Fort Edward in 1818. It lies near the center of the co. Its

off in

surface is rolling in the n. and w. and broken and hilly in the s. and e. The highlands are divided
into broad ridges with abrupt declivities. In the n. part Tamei-ack Swamp covers several hundred
The principal stream is the Moses Kil,^ which flows in a s. w. direction through near the
acres.

center of the town.

and Wood Creek.

The other streams are small brooks, which
Cossayuna Lake®

flow into the Hudson, Batten Kil,

a beautiful sheet of water, 3 mi. long, situated in a narrow
It is everywhere surrounded by steep hill slopes, and contains
is

valley in the s. e. part of the town.
several beautiful green islands. To the n. e. of this lake, high up among the hills, is Argyle Lake,^
a small sheet of water, half a mile in circumference. The soil of the town is generally a promineral spring, 1 mi. n. w. from South Argyle, is said to reductive, slaty or gravelly loam.

A

semble those at Saratoga.

Argyle

(p. v.)

was

incorp.

March

It is the seat of the

27, 1838i

Argyle Academy. Pop. 375. IVortli Argyle and Soutli Argyle (p. ofiSces) each contains
10.
about 20 houses, and The
Argyle was conveyed to 83 families, and in 1765 the first
settlement commenced.® The family of John Allen, a tory living on Lot 25, was murdered by
Indians belonging to Burgoyne's army, July 26, 1777.^ The first church (Asso. Ref. Presb.) was
formed in 1793 ;^" Rev. Geo. Mairs was the first preacher.

Hook

—

There were three distinct routes, one from Fort Edward,
Creek, with a portage of 6 to 10 mi., one from Fort
to the head of South Bay, and one from Glens Falls to
2 See
Lake George.
page C82.
3 Named in honor of the Scottish Duke of
Argyle.
1

down Wood

Ann

* This
patent was granted to Scotch immitfrauts (who came
over under Laughlin Campbell in 17.38-40) and to their descendants. It embraced 47,4.50 acres, and granted township jirivileges.
Uuncan Kead, Neal Shaw, Alexander McNachten, (McNaughA stately
ton.) and Neal Gillespie were appointed trustees.
" T/ie
Street," 7 mi. in length and 24 rods in
avenue, called
width, was laid out (on paper) and surveyed E. and w. through
the center of the township, and lots were laid out on each side.
In the rear farm lots were laid out, thus affording accommodations for proprietors and tenants. In the summer of 1764 this
tract was surveyed and divided into 141 lota, in accordance with
this plan, by Arch. Campbell, of N. J., and Chris. Yates, of Schenectady. The natural impediments in the way, however, precluded the possibility of building the street or in any way real-

izing the plan.
"
6
Formerly Moss Kil," probably from Capt. Moss,
opposite its mouth.

6 Called at different times
"i<m_9," "Legbrants," "McEacJirons,"
"Cowans," and "Big Lake." The name given on the map and in
the text, after having gone out of use, was restored by Dr. Fitch
in his survey. Cossayuna is said by the St. Francois Indians to
" The Lake at our
signify
pines," and is highly expressive of its

original scenery.
7 Summit Lake is a
picturesque sheet of water in the co., upon
the very summit of the central range of hills. Two sawmills
are supplied by its outlet.
8 Alex.
McNaughtou, Arch. Livingston, Duncan Campbell,
and Koger Head settled on the Batten Kil and James Gilles,
Duncan Taylor, and George Kilmer, near the center of the
town. Many of the lots were never visited or claimed by their
proprietors, "and they were taken up by squatters. The first
death was that of Mrs. Arch. Krown.
9 This
family had been assured of protection by Burgoyne.
Their murder, together with that of Jane McCrea, had the ten
to
convert many persons who had hitherto been toriea
dency
into active partisans in the American cause.
10 The census
reports 5 churches 2 Asso. Presb., M. E., Ref.
;

;

who

settled

Presb. or Cong., and

I'rot.

E.
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CAMBRIDGE—was

It was formed as a town^ in Alincorp. by patent/ July 21, 1761.
to Washington co. Feb. 7, 1791.
and
annexed
White Creek and Jackson
bany
were taken off in 1815. The surface of the town is hilly in the n. and rolling in the s. The
summits of the hiUs are 200 to 300 ft, above the valleys. The e. part embraces a portion of the
valley of Owl Kil, which is celebrated for the beauty of its scenery.
Upon the w. of this
valley are high undulating hills, the broad sweeps of which show alternate patches of green woodland and cultivated farms and upon the e. rise the Taghkanick Mts., rough and broken, while
The other streams are Wampecack Creek, Whiteside
the valley itself is very smooth and level.
Brook, and several other small brooks. The soil is generally a gravelly and sandy loam. Flax is
extensively cultivated. Cambridge (p. v.) contains 100 houses and the Cambridge Washington
CO.

March

1788,

7,

;

Center Cambridge

Academy;
'62,

and

'63

Cambridge

13 houses; IVortli
(p. o.) 10; and
consisted of 30 families, who located in 1761,
each received 100 acres of land as a gift from the proprietors.* Phineas

Busliirks Bridge^ (p. v.)
and who

(p. v.)

The

15.

first settlers

Whiteside,* from Penn., settled 8 mi. w. of the Colerain Colony, in 1766. The expedition against
Bennington, under Baum, passed through the town Aug. 13, 1777 and the remnant of the fuo-itives returned on the night of the 16th.
The first church (Asso. Presb.) was organized in 1789;
;

Rev. Thos. Beverly was the

BRESDEiV—was
was adopted April

first pastor.^

formed from Putnam, as "South Bay," March 15, 1822; its present name
It lies between Lake George and the s. extremity of Lake
Champlain.

17, 1822.

Nearly its entire surface is covered by steep mountain ridges, several peaks of which are 1500 ft.
above the lake. The declivities of the mountains are steep, sometimes forming perpendicular precipices several hundred feet high.
Upon the side of Lake George the mountains rise abniptly from
the very edge of the water but upon the borders of Lake Champlain is a narrow strip of arable
land.
The principal mountain peaks are Black' and Sugar Loaf Mts. and Diameter Precipice.
Pike Brook and the head branches of MiU Brook take their rise in these mountains. All of the
surface in the interior is covered with forests or naked rocky peaks. The soil is hard and sterile, and
The town was principally conveyed to non-commissioned officers
is unfit for agricultural purposes.
and privates of the Colonial British army and settlement was begun about 1784, by Jos. Phippeny,
at the foot of South Bay.
Ebenezer Chapman,
Boggs, and Daniel Ruff came soon after, and
settled along the bay and lake.
Lumbering has formed a prominent pursuit. In several localities
iron and other ores have been noticed, but none worked to any extent.
The town is without a p. o.
A bridge was built, at the expense of the State, across South Bay, near its outlet, in 1856.
;

;

EASTOJV—was

formed from Stillwater and Saratoga, March
the E. town in the Saratoga Patent.

CO.,

and

so

named from being

CO.

Feb.

7,

1791.

It lies

upon the

course of the river, which
of the town. The e. part

is

e.

bank

of the Hudson.

3,

1789, while a part of

It

A broad

was annexed

to

Albany
Washington

intervale extends along the

succeeded by a plateau region, embracing the central and

s.

portions

The principal highlands are Willards
Mt.* and Harrington Hill. The streams are Hudson River and Batten Kil,® forming the w. and
N. boundaries of the town. Kidney and Vly Creeks, and a few minor streams.
Upon the e. borders
of the town is an extensive swamp knovra as "The Vly."^'^ The Di-on-on-dah-o-wa Falls,^^ upon
is

broken by several lofty

hills.

1 This
patent embraced 31,500 acres, and was nominally con- Thomas, William, and James) upon large farms near him.
veyed to 60 persons, moat of whom resided in Hebron, Conn. These estates are all owned by his descendants at the present
real owners were but 6 in number, and of these 3 only were day. The remaining lands were mostly leased by the six promentioned in the charter, viz. Isaac Sawyer and Edward Wells, prietors at an annual rent of one shilling per acre; hut, they
of Conn., and Jacob Lansing, founder of Lansingburgh. The being generally willing to sell at a sum equal to the present
other three owners Alex. Golden, Wm. Smith, and Geo. Banyar worth of the perpetual rent, most of the settlers have gradually
were connected with the Colonial Government.
acquired the fee simple of their farms. The first inn was of logs,
2 The town included a
on the site of the " Checkered Hmise," and kept by Jas. Cowden.
portion of the Hoosick Patent.
8 Named from Martin Van
Buskirk, who built the first bridge. Philip A'an Ness built the first sawmill and gristmill on Gordons
* The
was
conditional
to
the
settlement
of
30
families
Brook, near Buskirks Bridge. This neighborhood was called by
patent
within 3 years; and to meet this requirement the most inviting the Indians " Ty-o-shole," and by them a field of 12 acres had
and
100
acres
was
offered
as
a
to
each
cleared there for com. Other early settlers on the Hoosick
been
surveyed,
portion
gift
fomily that would remove thither. These lots lay in a double Patent were Col. Lewis Van Wort and John Quackenbush.
" Checl-ered
* The census
row, on both sides of Owl Kil, from below the
reports 4 churches 3 M. E., 1 Asso. Presb.
I Black Mt., the
SoKSe" into the present town of Jackson. They embrace the
highest, is 2.879 ft. above tide.
8 Willards Mt. is said to have derived its name from a Mr.
several village precincts from Davis Corners to near Stephensous Corners. Among the settlers were Jas. and Robt., sons of Willard, who from its summit, with a spyglass, reconnoitered
Ephraim Cowan, Jas. and John Cowden, John JlcClung, Samuel the position of Burgoyne's army at Saratoga.
'
Bell, Col. Blair, Geo. Gilmore, Geo. Duncan, David Harrow, Wm.
Judge Benson, in his work upon the names of places, states
Clark, John Scott, and Thos. Morrison. A son of the last was that this stream was named from the Christian name of Barin
town.
the first child born of civilized parents
Hugh Kelso, tholomew Van Hogeboom, first settler above Stillwater. Bart,
a son of Col. Blair, was the first person who died in town. It is is the abbreviation of Bartholomew, and hence Barts Kil, or
recorded that of these 30 families (who were for a time the most Batten Kil.
10 A term nsed to denote a marsh overgrown with bog moss
thrifty in town) all but two lost their property and died in
They were mostly firom and low bushes.
poverty, mainly from intemperance.
II Pronounced Di-on-on-dah'o-wa. On a map of Saratoga Patent
Colerain, Conn.
6 William Whiteside
acquired the title to 3 lots, of 400 acres published in 1709 it is written Di-on-onde-ho-we.
1

The

|

:

|

—

—

;

»ach, of the finest land, and

settled his

sons (John, Peter,
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The soil is an excellent
high, and well worthy of note.
Limestone of an excellent quality abounds in tliis town.
Machinery, agricultural implements, and woolen goods are manufactured at Galesville. Eastoil
Corners (North Easton p. o.) contains 30 houses; Easton (p. v.) 17; South Klastoii
and Crandalls Corners 8. Parts of Union Village and Galesville^ are
(p.v.) 15
in this town.
The date of the first settlement is unknown, but it was probably several years
after the Saratoga Patent^ was issued.
In 1709 a fort* was built on the hill top, 1 mi. s. of Galesft.

;

ville,

and a few families

settled

under

its

shelter; but the dread of Indian hostilities prevented the

settlement from spreading. On the 30th of Nov. 1745, the enemy made a descent upon the place,
killed 30 persons, and took 60 prisoners, including a portion of the garrison, who were decoyed
from the fort by the Indians feignuig to be wounded. The remaining part of the garrison burned
the fort and unfinished blockhouses and withdrew, leaving the frontier unprotected. Settlers did
not return until 1760.* At Schuylerville is a bridge across the Hudson 800 ft. long. The first
religious meeting (Quaker)

was the

Philip Duryea

was held

in 1778.

A

Kef. Prot. D. church was formed in 1805

;

Rev.

first pi-eacher.^

FORT

AJVjV—was formed, as " Westfield," March 23, 1786. Hartford was taken ofi" in 1793,
and Putnam in 1806. It received its present name, April 6, 1808, from the old fort erected here in
1709. It lies s. of the southern extremity of Lake Champlain, and s. e. of Lake George. Its central
and w. parts are occupied by the high and rocky peaks of the Palmertown® Mts., here divided into
Palmertown Mt., in the w. part, Mt. Putnam, in the center, and Fort Ann
three distinct ranges,
Mts., in the e. The extreme e. edge of the town is occupied by uplands belonging to the Cossayuna
Diameter Rock and Buck Mt., on the line of Dresden, are the highest peaks, and are
Range.
1300 to 2500 ft. above tide. The valleys separating the ranges of the Palmertown Mts. are known
"
as
Furnace" and " Welchs Hollow." The pi-incipal streams are Wood Creek, Halfway Creek,
Furnace Hollow Creek, and Podunk Brook. The principal bodies of water are Orebed, Sly, CopeThe soil in the mountain region is hard and sterile, scarcely
land, Hadlock, and Trout Ponds.
strong enough to support the natural growth of forest trees but in the valleys it is a gravelly loam
alternating with a stiS" clay.' Iron* and woolen goods are manufactured to some extent. Fort

—

;

Ann'
Ann,

(p.v.) has 608 inhabitants;
(p.o.,)

villages.

Gris'«TOlds Mills

Soutb Bay, Canes Falls,

Fort

Ann

sive operations then

and

(p.v.) about 14 houses.

West Fort

Comstocks Landing

(p-o.) are small
was one of a chain of military vvorks erected in 1709, to facilitate the extenin progress against Canada.''*' It stood upon the w. side of Wood Creek, about

half a mile from the present village of Fort Ann, the Champlain Canal passing partly across the
spot which it enclosed. It was built at the joint expense of England and the Colonies. Artillery
Patent, covering the e. part of this town, was granted Oct. 24, 1764, to Jos. Walton and 23 other

Settlement was not generally begun
engagement occurred here, July 8, 1777, between the rear guard
of the retreating American army, under Col. Long, and the advanced guard of the British, under
In Oct. 1780, a blockhouse in this town was burned by the enemy. The first church
Col. Hill."
(Bap.) was formed in 1789;'^ Rev. Sherman Babcock was the first pastor.
Provincial

officers,

in equal shares, irrespective of grade.

until after the Revolution.

An

FORT EDWARD—was

formed from Argyle, April

of the Hudson, near the center of the w. border of the co.
1
Formerly called "Arkansaw." The present name is derived
from .Tohn Gale, former proprietor of the village site. See p. 683.
2 This
patent was granted Nov. 4, 1684, and renewed Oct. 9,
1708. The part E. of the Hudson was 12 mi. long and 6 mi. broad.
* Tliis fort was built of thick
posts driven into the ground close
"
to each other, in the manner of palisades, forming a square, the
length of whose sides was within the reach of a musket shot."
were
houses
for
and
officers
within
the
comer
each
At
palisades
were barracks of timbers. Kalm's Tnivels.
*
Among the first settlers of about this period were Pet. Becker,
Elijah Freeman, Thos. and Mishal IJeadle, William Thompson,
Nathan Potter, John Swain, and William Coffin. A school was
taught near Union Village as early as 1787. Gerrit Lansingh
kept the first store, in 1794; and John Gale built the first mill,
The first woolen factory was built in the
at Galesville, in 1810.
Bummer of 1846, by Gale, Rodgers & Reynolds.
6 There are 6 churches in town
2 M. E., 2 Ref. Prot. D., and 1

10, 1818.

A wide

It lies

upon the

e.

bank

intervale extends along the

A

5 tons of pig iron daily.
forge was buUt at West Fort Ann in
1828, for making anchors and chain cables.
»
Incorp. March 7, 1820.
10 While tliis fort was in
process of erection, a force of 1500
French and Indians were sent to destroy it ; but, learning that

was posted here with a superior force, they reWhile the English were awaiting at this place thu
opening of a road and the construction of bateaux on Lake
Champlain, a fatal sickness broke out in the camp, and great
numbers died as if poisoned. In October Col. Nicholson returned with his crippled forces to Albany. Charlevoix states
that this sickness was produced by the treachery of the Indians,
who threw the skins of their game into the swamp above the
camp. It is more probable that it was a malignant dysentery
caused by the malaria of the swamps and the extreme lieat.
n The Americans were obliged to retreat in consequence of their
ammunition giving out. They destroyed their works, and foiled
trees across the road and creek, obstructing the route to Fort
Friends.
6 Said to be named from a small remnant of Indians, who were Edward as much as
possible. The removal of these obstructions
caused a delay of several weeks, which finally proved fatal to
driven from Conn, and settled here.
' Near Wood Creek, 50 feet above the present surface of the
the invading army.
IS The first edifice was built in 1810, 2 mi. e. of Dewey s Bridge,
Btream, are found pot holes worn by water, evidently by an
and is now used as a sehoolhouse. There are 6 chuixhes in town ;
ancient cui rent flowing southward.
8 A blast furnace was built at Mt. Hope in 1826, which makes 3
Bap., M. E., Meth. Prot., and Free.

—

;

;

Col. Nicholson

turned.
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river,

bat toward the

e.

the surface rises to a height of 200 to 300

ft.

and spreads out

into a beauti-

The Hudson, Moses Kil and Dead Creek are the principal streams. The
fully undulating upland.
soil upon the river is a mixture of hea^-y clay and alluvium, but farther e. it is a sandy or gravelly
loam. In town are several extensive manufacturing establishments.^ Fort Ed'^Tard^ (P-'*'-)

The Washington Co. Seminary and Female
situated on the Hudson. Pop. in 1858, 1,565.
Collegiate Institute,' one of the largest academic institutions in the State, is located at this village.
Fort Miller (p. v.) is situated on the Hudson, about 7 mi. below Fort Edward. Pop. 225. Fort
is finely

Ed'tvard Center
title
is

is

a p.

o.,

and

Durkeeto^vn

is

a hamlet.

The

first

family that located

was that

of Col. Lydius, son of Rev. John Lydius, who, having acquired the
to Delliu's discarded patent, built a house, and engaged in trade with the Indians at what

in the

now

town or
Fort

co.

Edward

child born in the co.

His daughter, Catherine, was born here, and was the first white
Fort Nicholson was built in 1709, but was soon after abandoned. As a

Village.*

part of the plan of military operations against Canada, about 600 men, under Gen. Lyman, were
sent forward, in June, 1755, to build a fort where Fort Nicholson had formerly stood, at the great
carrying place to Lake Champlain.^ Fort Edward was a very important depot for arms and ren-

dezvous for armies in the great expeditions against Canada and it served as a vast hospital for the
sick and wounded until 1760, when it was allowed to go to decay.
During the Revolution it was
;

again occupied by both British and Americans.

Fort Miller

is

named from

the fort built, about

1755, in the bend of the river opposite the village.® After the peace this town settled rapidly.
Wm. Duer,' son-in-law to Lord Sterling, was the pioneer of Ft. Miller, where he built a large house

and sawmill.

There are 6 churches in town,^

GRA]¥VIIjIiE —was

formed March 23, 1786.

It is situated

upon the

e.

border of the

co.,

N.

The ridges generally slope gradually to
undulating and hilly.
their summits, which are elevated 300 to 500 ft. above the valleys.
Quarries of excellent roofing
Wide intervales of excellent land extend
slate have been opened in difi"erent parts of the town.*
along the course of JMettowee, or Pawlet,^" and Indian Rivers. The soil is a slaty and gravelly loam,
of the center.

Its

surface

is

and is particularly adapted to potatoes, large quantities of which are exported. A limited amount
Granvllle^^ (P-'^-) contains 450 inhabitants; IVorlia
of manufactures" is carried on in town.
Granville (p. v.) a female seminary, and 220 inhabitants; Middle Granville (p. v.) an
academy and 800 inhabitants and Soutli Granville (p. v.) 111. The land in this town is embraced in several grants made to about 30 captains and lieutenants who had served in the French
War.^^ Barnaby Byrnes Patent, of 2000 acres, in the s. e. comer, was sold to Kennith McKennith,
a merchant of New York, who again sold it to Donald Fisher, a tailor of that city. Fisher induced
In the Revolution he
several relatives of his to remove from Scotland and settle upon his tract.
withdrew to Canada, and his lands were confiscated and sold but, owing to some informality, the
;

;

1 The dam at Fort Edward furnishes water for 4
gang sawmills,
a machine shop and furnace, a flouring mill, plaster mill, paper
mill, and cotton factory. At Fort Miller Dam are a grist and saw
mill, fulling mill, maciaine shop, and woolen factory.
2
incorp. under Gen. Act of 1847.
8 The
seminary building is 300 ft. long by 40 broad, and 6
stories high, besides an extensive wing. It has accommodationB
for 500 pupils. See page 743.
* His house was burned
by the Indians in 1749, and his son
taken prisoner.
5 It was named Fort
Lyman ; but a few years after, the name
was changed to Ft. Edward, in honor of Edward, Duke of York,
grandson of Geo. II, and brother of Geo. III. It stood on the
bank of the river, n. of the creek, and within the present village
limits. It was 4 sided, with bastions on 3 angles, the fourth
being protected by the river. Its ramparts of earth and timber,
16 ft. high and 22 thick, were mounted with 6 cannon and inclosed several large buildings. Storehouses and barracks were
buUt on Monroes Island, opposite. A band of savages attempted
to surprise it in Aug. 1759, but were repulsed by Maj. Israel Putnam and his rangers. In the winter following, Putnam saved
the fort from destruction by a characteristic exercise of cool intrepidity and daring. The fort accidentally took fire, and the
flames spread with great rapidity in the immediate vicinity of
the powder magazine. Putnam placed himself in the path of
the flames, and fought desperately until the fire was subdued;
and when he retired from his post his arms, face, and hands
were entirely skinned, and the frail covering of the magazine was
completely charred.
The murder of Jane McCrea took place July 27, 1777, near a
spring, and beside a venerable pine tree a little E. of the village.
This tragedy was at once reported throughout the country, and

aided greatly to weaken the influence of the British, while it
aroused the patriots to more desperate efforts in resisting the inThe old pine tree died in 1849 ; and in 1853 it was cut
Tftders.

down and made

into canes and boxes as mementos of the event.
The remains of Miss McC. are interred in the Union Cemetery.
^ The flat
upon which this fort was erected is protected on three
sides by the river and a narrow bay; it was further defended by

a strong parapet of timber covered with earth, and with a ditch
in front. A blockhouse was built upon the bluff that overlooks
the point and within the flat storehouses were erected.
' He was the first State Senator from this co.
Among the
first settlers were Noah Payne, from Warren CO., Conn., in 1766,
Timothy Duel, and the Crocker families. Nath'l Gage was living
at Ft. Miller when these families arrived. The Durkee, Saunders, and Bell families settled in the upper part of the town.
The first one of these consisted of a father and 5 sons, from R. I.
These settlers first took out titles under Lydius, but, finding
them invalid, they bought of the Schuyler proprieftrs. There is
no tradition of loss to the settlers from this cause, whence it is
inferred that Col. Lydius refunded whatever he may have received.
Hugh Monroe, (owner of Monroes Island,) Patrick
Smith, and Dr. Jas. Smith 8ettle<l at Fort Edward a'bout 1764.
The house of Patrick Smith still standing, J mi. 8. of Canal
Aqueduct was the headquarters of Burgoyne and Gen. Schuyler at different times during the Kevolution; and it was the co.
courthousei
8 2 M.
E., 2 Prot. E., Ref. Prot. D., Presb.
6 The laborers
engaged In this business are mostly Welsh.
Jones & Co. have an extensive factory for cutting and dressing
this for a variety of ornamental and useful purposes.
10 This
stream, rising among the Dorset Mts., is subject to
sudden and severe freshets, which render the maintenance of
and expensive.
diiBcult
bridges
11 At Granville Village are a paper mill and woolen factory.
"
12
in
1849;
formerly called Bishttps Corners."
Incorp.
13 These
grants became known by the names of the patentees,
as "Grants North and South Patent," "Lakes Patent," '-Hutchinsons Patent," " Kelleys Patent," ''Dupersons PHterU," &c.
;

—

—

—
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State afterward bought off his claim, for $12,000.^
The first carding machine used in the State
was erected at Middle Granville, in 1808.^ The first church (Presb.) was furmed April 10, 1782 ;
the first pastor, Rev. Oliver Hitchcock, was settled in 1786; and the church was erected in 1795.*

GREENWICH—was

formed from Argyle, March 4, 1803. It lies on the w, border of the
the n. angle formed by the junction of the Hudson and Batten Kil.
Ranges of hills, 200 to
300 ft. above the valleys, extend through the central and eastern parts of the town. Bald Mt.,
CO., in

near Batten Kil, is the principal peak. The declivities of the hills are so gradual that the burfaee
to be rolling rather than hilly.
Upon Batten Kil are two considerable falls, one of which
is 75 ft. in height.
The other principal streams are the Cossayuna, Rogers, and Stony Creeks and
appears

Livingston Brook. Cossayuna Lake extends into the n. e. corner of the town. The soil is a slaty
and gravelly loam interspersed with patches of clay.
The town is more extensively engaged in
manufactures than any other in the co.* Union Village,* (Greenwich p. o.,) on the line of
Easton, contains an academy and 1,173 inhabitants, 888 of whom are in Greenwich
Bald
Mountain^ (p. v.) 225 inhabitants; East Grecn^Ticli (p. v.) and Center Falls each
about 100 houses; and I¥ortll Green^vicll (p. v.) 70. Galesvllle (p. v.) is a manufac;

turing village of about 40 houses, on the line of Easton.
llatteuville, (p. v.,) in the s. E.
Liake^ ille (Lake p. o.) is a hamlet. It is suj>
corner, contains about 200 inhabitants.
posed that the first settlement was made by the Dutch, previous to the French War, a few
families of them remaining at the time of the Revolution.'
About 1733 a large number of Scotch
emigrants had come over under the promise of grants of land from Government, which promise was

not

fulfilled.

Jan.

5,

—

1763, three of these emigrants

—
—Duncan, George, and Jas. Campbell, sons of

petitioned for 100,000 acres; and on the 11th of Nov. following a patent of
10,000 acres was issued to the 3 brothers, their 3 sisters, (Rose Graham, Margaret Eustace, and Lily
This grant embraced about one-third of the town of Greenwich.
Murray,) and 4 other persons.
The first church (Bap.) was organized in 1774; Rev. Leonard Bowers was the first preacher.^

Laughlin Campbell

HAIUPTOIV—was

formed March 3, 1786. It lies upon the E. border of the cc, n. of the
range of hills, about 500 ft. above the valleys and for the most part covered with
forests, extends through the central and eastern parts of the town.
Poultney River, separating
the town from Vt., is the principal stream.
Along its course is a wide intervale of fine land.
The soil is a gravelly loam interspersed with clay. The intervale is alike fertilized and desolated

A

center.

by the frequent overflows

of the stream.

houses, and liOW
granted to Provincial officers.

Hampton^

(p-o.) 5.

Hampton Corners
The greater part of

this

(Hampton

p.o.) contains 20
in patents

town was included

The n. part embraces about 2000 acres of Skene's Little Patent.^"
was made some little time before the Revolution," by Capt. Brooks, Col.
Webster. The first church (Prot. E.) was built at a very early date;^*
Gideon Wan*en, and
Rev. Stephen Jeweth, from N. J., was the first preacher.

The

first

settlement

HARTEORD—was formed from " Westfield," (now Fort Ann,) March 12, 1793.

It lies neai

The s. e. section is broken and hilly, and the center and n. w. level or
The summits of the highest hills are 500 to 700 ft. above the level of the
gently undulating.
Champlain Canal. The principal streams are East Creek and its branches. Slate and limestone
of an excellent quality are found among the hills.^' The soil in the s. E. is a rich, slaty loam, and

the center of the co.

that in the N. w. a heavy clay.

There are several chalybeate springs, the principal of which

1
Capt. Dan'l Curtis, from New Lebanon. N. Y., came into tovm
Capt. Ebenezer Gould, from Killingly, Conn., Nath'l
Spring, Asaph Cook, Tim. Allen, F. S. Hodge, Ebenezer Walker,
and David Doane, settled before or about the time of the Revolution. Benj. Baker kept an inn at North Granville, about 1790,
and Jos. Jenks kept a store as early as 1795. Nath'l Spring
erected a gristmill at Granville, about 1787. A school was taught
by Jas. Richards, in 1783, at South Granville.
2 It is said that this carding machine was obtained secretly

about 1780

;

ia

In this village are several mills and machine
I.
shops and a large carriage factory.
6 This
village is entirely dependent upon the manufacture of
lime widely known as the Bald Mt. lime. At the kilns of R. W.
Lowber 100,000 bushels are annually manufactured.
'
Among the first settlers at Lakeville were Alexander Reid,
John McKachron. and Robt. McNaughton; at East Greenwich,
Archibald Livingston at Carters Pond, Asa Carter; near GalesTefft ;
White,
Gale,
ville, Abraham Lansingh,
and at Center Falls, Thos. McLean, Jas. Conoly, Nathan Rogei-s,
and Smith Barber.
3 M. E., Cong., Re£
8 The census
reports 9 churches; 3 Bap.,
tucket, R.

;

from England and for some time was worked in private.
8 The census
reports 10 church buildings; 2 Friends, 2 Presb.,
Bap., Cong., M. E., Meth. Prot., Wes. Meth., and Prot. E.
* Batten Kil is improved by a dam of 8 ft. fall at East GreenProt. D., and Asso. Presb.
lbs. of
6 A
paper mill here manufactures annually 240,000
wich, one of 9 ft. at Battenville, a dam and fallsof 25 ft. at Center
40
a
fall
of
ft. at Galesville,
at
Union
of
8
ft.
a
dam
Village,
Falls,
wrapping paper.
. , t .
c 1--1
il.
B.li
10
was
granted July
This patent of 0000 acres
and a dam near the mouth of the stream. The Di-on-on-dah-o-wa
Peter P. French,
11
Falls are not improved. There are a woolen factory, a grist, saw,
Among the early settlers were Sam'l Beman.
and Jason Kellogg
and plaster mill, at East Greenwich, a manufiictory of seamless
Hyde^ Benj. Kice, Rufus Hotchkiss,
and the former the first
bags at Battenville, a woolen factory, grist, saw, and plaster mill, French & Beman kept the first store,
at Center Falls, and mills near the mouth of the stream.
inn. Rev. Wm. Miller, originator of the belief that the second
6 The first settlement in this village was made in 1781, by
advent of Christ would take place in 1843, resided in this town.
M. E. The census r»12 The first
Job Whipple, and it was first called ^^ W/iippk' City." It was
religious society formed was
and Sec. Advent.
incorp. March 29, 1809. The first cotton factory in the State was ports 4 churches; Bap., M. E., Prot. E.,
13 Lime for local use was made in this part of the town.
erected here in 1804, by Wm. Mowry, who had received his inetructiou at the pioneer establishment of Sam'l Slater at Paw-

WASHINGTON COUNTY.

G84

upon the farm of Alvin Briggs, near the

Among

center.

the limestone ridges in the n. part are

UTortli Hartford (Hartford p. o.) contains about 300 inhabitants Soutll
Hartford (p. v.) 150 ; and ItOg Village 50. This town embraces the Provincial Patent,
Settlement -was not comofficers of the N. Y. Infantry.^
granted, May 2, 1764, to 26 commissioned
menced until after the Pte volution.^ The first church (Bap.) was built in 1789.'
several small caves.

;

HEBROJV*—was

formed March 23, 1786, and named from Hebron, Conn. It lies near the
co.
A broad mountain range extends through the center, occupying
e. and w.
nearly one-half of its entire surface, and a series of high hills extends through the
The summits of the highlands are 300 to 500 ft. above the valleys and are mostly
sections.
The ranges of hills are separated by the valleys of Black Creek and its
crowned with forests.
center of the

e.

border of the

The soil is a sandy and slaty loam, of a light, porous nature, easy of cultiprincipal w. branch.
In the hiUy regions is convation, and well adapted to resist the extremes of wet and drouth.
In the n. and E. are extensive and valuable quarries of slate.
siderable rocky waste land.
Institute and 12 houses ; East
(p. v.) contains the North Hebron

Hebron

Hebron*

p. 0.) 12 houses;

Belcber®

ffest

Hebron

(p. v.)

the

West Hebron

Classical School

IVortb
(Hebron

and 40 houses;

20 houses; and Slateville (p.o.) 8. This town was embraced in patents
granted to officers and privates who had served in the French War, mostly to Scotch Highlanders
those who
belonging to the 77th Regt. of Foot. These grants were made so long after the war that
were entitled to them never appeared to claim them. The first settlements appear to have been
made before the Revolution. There are two academic institutions in town. The first church
(Asso. Ref. Presb.) was organized in 1780 ;' Rev. Dr. Gray was the first pastor.
(p-v.)

—

JACRSOjV —was

formed from Cambridge, April 17, 1815. It lies on the E. border of the co.,
branch of the Taghkanick Range occupies the e. portion of the towTi, and
several parallel ranges extend through the central and w. portions, rendering the entire surface very
The summits of the hills are 300 to 800 ft. above the valleys and are generally crowned with
hilly.
The declivities are often steep and rocky. The principal streams are Batten Kil and a
forests.
branch of Owl Creek. In the valley between the hills that border immediately upon Batten Kil

s.

of the center.

The

n.

and those farther w. are several small

lakes,

known

lakes are beautiful sheets of water, surrounded

by

as Long, Big, Dead,

hills, forests,

and

and

Little Ponds.

fine cultivated farms.

These

The

soil

JacKson Center (Jackson p. o.) contains 16 houses ;
a slaty loam and very productive.
the
line
of
on
Cambridge, about 30 houses; and Anaquassacook 12. PorColla, (p. V.,)
tions of this town and White Creek wore embraced in the Anaquassacook Patent of 10,000 acres,
and John Miller, all
granted May 11, 1762.^ The first settlers were James Irvine, Peter Magill,
of whom located in the s. part of the town.* The only church (Ref. Prot. D.) in town was organized
Dec. 31, 1833 Rev. Jas. W. Stewart was the first pastor. Geo. Law, one of the projectors and prois

;

prietors of the California line of steamships,

KIIVOSBIJRT—was

was a native of

this town.

18, 1762, and recognized as a town by the State
on the w. border of the co., n. of the center. Nearly all
of its surface is level or gently undulating. A range of hills, rising about 150 ft. above the valleys,
in the s. w.
occupies the extreme e. edge of the town. The principal streams are the Hudson,
corner Wood Creek, upon the E. border Halfway Brook, in the n. w. corner, and Moss Brook.
At Bakers Falls,^" upon the Hudson, the river shoots down a steep descent of ledges, in all 76 ft.
in 60 rods, forming a scene of great beauty, and affording an extensive water-power. The soil
a sandy or
along the valley of Wood Creek is a hard, stiff clay in the other parts of the tovm,
an excellent building
gravelly loam. There are extensive quarries of limestone in town, furnishing
material from these quarries was obtained the stone for the locks on the Champlain & Hudson

Government March

incorp.

23, 1786.

by patent May

It lies

;

;

;

;

1

This patent contained 26,000 acres, each officer receiving

1.000 acres.
2 Col. John Buck, Manning Bull, Stephen and Asa Bump,
John and Edward Ingalls, and Nathan and Sam'l Taylor were
among the first settlers. Aaron and Eber Ingoldsbee, from
Boylston, Mass., came in 1782, and Timothy Stocking, Ebenezer
Smith, and John Paine in 17S4. A school was taught in 1790,
at North Hartford, by Thos. Paine, from Conn. A gristmill was

built of logs at

an early

date.

» The census
E. Bap., Cong.,
reports i churches in town M.
and Union.
*
the place was
time
for
some
the
and
after,
Rerolution,
During
;

(iDi'wn as " Black Creek."

"
Locally known as Munros Meadows."
" Bedlam."
Locally known as
7 The census
reports 7 churches; 2 M. E., 2 Sec. Advent, Bap.,
Asso. Presb., and Asso. Ref Presb.
and W.
8 This
patent was granted to Ryer, Jacob, Freeman,
M. Schermerhorn, Johannes, Nicholas, and Peter Quackenbosa,
all
of
Schenectady.
Thos. and John Smith, and Joseph Jansen,
9
Among the settlers on the Anaquassacook were Hugh
Thompson and Ebenezer Billings, and near the ponds John
McLean and Jonathan Conger. A schoolhouse was built in
An inn was kept by
1780, a little w. of Peter Hill's residence.
Isaac Murray about 1790. John McGill built a stove of logs, in
Peter Hill.
of
residence
the
site
of
on
the
present
1781,
10 Named from Albert
Baker, the second settler in town.
6

6

WASHINGTON COUNTY.

685

Sandy Hill- (p. v.) has a popuMoss Street contains 25 houses; King-sbury (p. v.) 25 Pattens MillM
(p.v.)20; Ounliams Basin 10; Taugbns Corners 12; Adams ville (p.o.) 12;
L.angdous Corners 5 and Sniitlis Basin (p. o.) 8. Kingsbury Patent, containing 26,000
Canal.

Manufacturing

is

carried on to a considerable extent.^

lation of 1,260.

;

;

was granted to Jas. Bradshaw and 22 others, from Conn., May 18, 1762. The first settlers
were James Bradshaw, Albert Baker, and his sons Albert and Charles, from New York City.' A
sawmill was built at Bakers Falls before the Revolution, and a gristmill in 1807. The town was
the scene of many an adventure during the French War,* and the settlement was
entirely broken
acres,

up during the Revolution. Traces of a road cut by Burgoyne's army are still visible near Kingsbury. The first minister was Francis Baylor, a Moravian, about 1776. Meetings were held by
the Prot. E. and the Bap. in 1795.* Several noted men have been residents of this town.^
"

PUTIVAM^—was formed from
off in 1822,

This town

lies

Dresden was set
Westfield," (now Fort Ann,) Feb. 28, 1806,
in the extreme n. end of the co., upon the mountainous peninsula

The mountains are divided into two separate ranges by
The w. range of mountains rises abruptly from the surface
of Lake George, and in the s. part of the town attains an elevation of 900 to 1,000 ft. above the surface
of the lake. The greater part of the surface is rocky, broken, and unfit for cultivation but sections
of arable land extend along the valleys of the small streams and the borders of Lake Champlain.
The soil is generally a hard, gravelly loam. Graphite of a fine quality is found in abundance. A
small pond lies among the mountains, on the w. side of the town, 300 feet above Lake George.
Putnam Corners, (Putnam p.o.,) containing about 10 houses, is the only village. The tillabetween Lakes George and Champlain.

the valleys of Mill and Charter Brooks,

;

ble lands were mostly granted to privates of the N. Y. Provincial regiments, and feeble settlements had probably commenced before the Revolution,^ The first church (Asso. Presb.) was
A private academy at
built in 1801 ;' Rev. James IMiller, from Scotland, was the first pastor.

Putnam Corners was

established in 1854.

SAIjEHI —was formed by patent Aug.
It lies

on the

£.

border of the

co,, s.

•

7,

1764,

of the center.

and was recognized by

Its surface consists of

statute

March

23, 1786.

moderately elevated ridges,

separated by narrow valleys, all extending in a n, e. and s, w. direction.
bordered by gradual slopes and their summits are crovmed with forests.

The

hills are

There

usually

is

very little
waste land in town. Batten Kill, forming the s. boundary, and Black, White, and Trout Creeks,
are the principal streams,. Lytles Pond, in the n, part, is a beautiful sheet of water lying in a
basin among the hills and surrounded by forests. The soil is a rich, slaty or gravelly loam.
Salem, (p. v.,) incorp, April 4, 1803, has 832 inhabitants; Sbushan (p. v.) has 2 churches, 4

and about 50 houses; and Eagleville, (East Salem p. o.,) Clapps Mills, and Fitch's
have each 40 to 50 inhabitants, James Turner and Joshua Conkey, from Pelbam, Mass.,
settled in 1761,
They were joined, the next year, by Hamilton McCollister. In 1764 a patent
one-half owned by a company of New England settlers and the
of 25,000 acres was obtained,
other by Oliver De Lancey and Peter Du Bois, two Government officials.^" These last sold their
share to Rev, Thos, Clark and his company of Irish and Scotch immigrants at a perpetual rent
of one shilling per acre." The Camden Tract, on the e. part of the town, was granted to captains

mills,

Point

—

1

The dam at Sandy Hill, across the Hudaon,

1,200

ft.

long and

high, furnishes water-power for several mills and a woolen
At Bakers Falls there are a paper mill and 2 gristmills.
The lumber business of the town is very extensive and important, the sawmills being supplied with logs floated down
from the Upper Hudson. There are also in town establishments
for the manufacture of pianos, steam engines, portable sawmills, &c.
2 This village has been a half-shire town since 1807.
It was
incorp. March 9, 1810.
3
Michael
the
other
first
settlers
were
Hoffnagle, SoloAmong
mon King, Oliver Colvin, and Nehemiah Seely.
* At one time 17 soldiers were taken prisoners by the Indians
and carried to the present site of Sandy Hill Village. They
were seated on a log, in a row, when their captors deliberately
began to tomahawk them, taking them in order from one end
of the log. When all were killed but one, (John Quackenboss,
of Albany,) a squaw claimed him, and his life was spared. He
returned after a few years of captivity, and resided near Hoo-

10

ft.

factory.

In Aug. 1758, Majs. Putnam and Rogers
sick, in Cambridge.
encountered a party of French and Indians in this town, during

which engagement Putnam was made prisoner. The enemy were
withdraw, with a loss of 90 men.
6 The census
3 Bap., 3 M. E., Presb.,
reports 9 churches
Prot. E., and R. C.
6 Gov.
his
education
at the ofBce of
received
legal
Wright

finally compelled to

;

C. Martindale, of Sandy Hill.
Lient. Gov. Pitcher, for
some time Acting Governor, was a citizen of this town. Hon.
Wm. P. Lee, late Chief Justice and Chancellor of the Sandwich
Islands, was a native of Sandy Hill.
' Named in honor of Gen. Israel
Putnam, who in this vicinity,
as major in the colonial service, performed some of his most

Henry

daring exploits.
8 The first savnnill was
erected by Robt. Cummings, in 1802,
on Mill Creek, 1 mi. from Lake Champlain. The first child
bom was James Jennings, in 1803; the first death was that of
Anne Thompson, in 1804. Kobt. Patterson kept the first school,
in 1804.
Many of the first settlers were Scotch, and among
them were Obadiah Blake, Robt. Cummings, John Blair, Wm.
Button, George Easton, Pelatiah Bugbee, John Butterfield, and

Josiah Clark.
8 There are 2
churches; Asso. Presb., and F. W. Bap.
10 This
patent was surveyed into 308 lots, and a large pine lot
was reserved for the common benefit, and cut up into small lots
for division 3 lots near the center of the town were set apart
to support the minister and schoolmaster.
n The New England and Scotch settlers were mixed together
in their settlements, and often on alternate farms and, in consequence of the rivalry between the two parties of proprietors,
the town was speedily settled. The New Englanders wished to
" WTiite
call the town
Oreel;" and the Scotch "iVew Perth;" and
each name was strongly insisted on.
;

;
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and lieutenants

in the Provincial

Washington Academy was

The

co.

Kev. Thomas Clark was the hrst minister.^

The Salem

incorp. Feb. 15, 1791.^

WHITE CREER'—was

town of the

army.

formed from Cambridge, April

surface of the

It is the

17, 1815.

s. e.

corner

gently rolling, and the central and n. portions are
portion
The summits of these mountains are rocky and broken and
is

s.

occupied by the Taghkanick Mts.
covered with forests, and their sides are bounded by abrupt declivities and perpendicular ledges.
The principal streams are Hoosick River, Owl Kil, Pumpkin Hook,* Center, White, and Little White

The upper course of Owl Kil is through a deep and narrow vaUey abounding with pictursmall vein of lead has been discovered three-fourths of a mi. E. of Posts Corners.
esque views.
The soil is a fine quality of gravelly loam. More sheep are raised in this town than in any other in
Creeks.

A

I¥ortli White Creek, (p. v.) adjoins CamCenter Wliite Creefe, (p. o.,) Asli
Posts
Corners,
bridge.
Orove, Dorrs Corners, Pumpkin Hook, and Dlartindale Corners are hamlets.
The Walloomsac Patent, lying partly in this town, on the s., was settled by the Dutch. Among
the other grants were the Bain, Embury, Grant and Campbell, and Lake and Van Cuyler, Patents.
the CO.

Garden seeds and

flax are largely cultivated.

White Creek,

(p. o.,)

A colony of Irish Methodists settled near Ash Grove about
M.

1770 and here was organized the second
whom
the
Thos.
Ashton
locality was named) and Rev. Philip
(from
by
James and Thos. Morrison made the first settlement, near White Creek.^
;

E. church in America,*

Embury.

WHITEHAEIi'—was incorp. by patent March 31

"

Skeneshorough."^ Its name was
changed March 23, 1786. It lies at the s. extremity of Lake Champlain. Its surface is mounSaddle Mt., upon the w. border,
tainous in the w. and level and undulating in the center and e.
The principal streams are Wood Creek, Mettowee
is nearly 900 ft. above the surface of the lake.
Upon Wood Creek, near its mouth, is a fall which furnishes a
(or Pawlet) and Poultney Rivers.
valuable water-power. The soil of the greater part of the town is a hard, stifi" clay and is best
in town.^ "^Vliiteliall (p. v.) is
.adapted to grazing. Considerable manufacturing is carried on
The r. r., canal, and lake trade give
situated near the mouth of Wood Creek, on Lake Champlain.
The Whitehall Academy is in the e. part of the village. Pop.
this place commercial importance.
This town was the scene of stirring military events during the French War.^" The first
3,225.
settler was Maj. Skene, who located here, with 30 families, in 1761.
Nominally associating 24
others with himself, he obtained a patent of 25,000 acres, March 31, 1765 and a patent of 9,000
acres in the town of Hampton and Whitehall, July 6, 1771, known as Skene's Little Patent.
About 1770 he built a massive stone house and barn, a forge, and one or two sawmills. He also
" Skenes
built a sloop upon the lake, and a road, known as
Road," 30 mi. through the wilderness
man
of
a
toward Salem. He appears to have been
great energy of character, and he endeavored
,

1765, as

;

to secure solid

and permanent advantages

to the infant settlement."

Upon

the approach of the

Revolution, Maj. Skene espoused the royalist cause, and his house was taken by the Americans
in May, 1775." In 1776 an American garrison was stationed here, and a small fleet was fitted
9 The manufactures consist of lumber, machinery, vessels,
1 Rev. Thos. Clark
(Asso. Presb.) was the first minister and
his church, formed in Ireland, was transplanted without re- boats, carpets, and sash and blinds. An extensive lumber trade
John
is
carried on with Canada and with ports on the Hudson,
was
Kev.
formed,
organization. In 1769 a Presb. society
Harford first pastor. Their church, then unfinished, was forti- through Lake Champlain and the Champlain Canal.
10
fied by Capt. Jos. McCracken in 1777, and soon after waa burned
Maj. Israel Putnam was stationed here in the summer of
by the enemy. There are now 7 churches in town 2 M. E., Asso. 1758, with 35 rangers, to watch the motions of the enemy and
Asso.
Ref
F.
W.
and
Morav.
Presb.,
prevent the passage of small parties. A point now known aa
Presb.,
Bap., Presb.,
8 For a
great number of years this school was one of the most Puts Rock— three-fourths of a mi. N. of the village, overlooking
noted in Eastern New York. Among the distinguished persons South Bay, and completely commanding the passage of Wood
who have received a portion of their education here were Hon. Creek, was chosen, and a stone breastwork was built and conSamuel Nelson, of the U. S. Supreme Court, Hon. John Savage, cealed by bushes. Soon after the work was finished, a party of
formerly Chief Justice of N.Y., and Kev. Dr. Bethune, of Brooklyn. 500 French, led by the partisan Molang, upon a secret expedi3 The creek from which the town was named received its name tion, attempted to pass up the creek in the night.
They were
received by a most destructive fire, and before they could refrom the white quartx pebbles that form its bed.
* Said to be a corruption of the Indian
Pom-pa-nuck, the name cover from their surprise, one-half of their number were killed.
of a tribe of Indians who removed hither from Conn.
Finding that the enemy had landed below and that he was in
6
Embury preached the first Meth. sermon in N. Y., 3 or 4 years danger of being surrounded, Putnam quietly withdrew, with no
8
churches
in
town ; 2 Bap., 2 M. E., loss, and but two men wounded.
before. The census reports
Jl
Maj. Skene became acquainted with this place while accomFriends, Presb., R. C, and Aeso. Ref. Presb.
«
settlers
were
other
Buel
the
early
Beebe, Maj. John panying the expedition under Gen. Amherst, in 1755. Soon after
Among
Porter, Ephraim, James, and Robt. Cowan, David Slarrow. Sam'l he planted his first settlement, of 30 families, he was obUged to
Clark, John McClung, Geo. Duncan, Robt. and George Gilmore, go to the West Indies; and upon his return in 1763 he found
"Wm. Eager, Wm. Selfrage, Sam'l Ball, and John Scott. The early but 15 families remaining. He brought a number of slaves from
settlers in the e. part of the town were Thomas Ashton, Edmund the West Indies, and employed them and a large number of
Wells. John and Ebenezer Allen, David Sprague, Seth Chase, discharged soldiers upon his works. His house was 30 by 40 ft.
John Harroun, Thos. McCool, John Woods, Simeon Fowler, John on the ground, and 2| stories high and his barn was 130 ft. long,
Young. Josiah Dewey, and John Corey. John Rhodes built the with massive stone walls pierced with portholes. The other
first clothing works, at Pumpkin Hook.
buildings in his settlement were a few frail houses belonging to
"
' Called
by tho Indians Kah-cho-quah-na," the place where his tenants.
12 He was
very popular with the settlers, and hence he was an
dip fish.
• Named from
Maj. Philip Skene, a British half-pay officer, its object of both tear and dislike to the patriots. His place was
fouiuler and patentee.
captured by a party of volunteers under Capt. Herrick, an4
;

—

;

;
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out in the harbor and put under the command of Benedict Arnold. Upon the approach of Burand the houses, mills, &c. were all burned.^ During
goyne's army, in 1777, the fort was blown up
the War of 1812 this place became an important depot of military stores. The first steamboat on
The Champlain Canal was constructed to this point from
the lake was launched here, in 1809.

Fort

Edward

in 1819,

and finished

to

Troy in

In 1806 Gen. Williams made arrangements

1824.=*

His son (Col. John Wilfor building a church, but died before he could carry them into effect.
the design, and presented the building to the Asso. Presb. Soc.
out
carried
his
widow
and
liams)
It

was

rebuilt in 1826.'

Acres of Land, Valuation^ Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Domestic Manufactures, of Washington County.
Stock, Agricultural Products, and
Valuation of 1858.

Acres of Land.

Names

Population.

Schools.

of Towns.
6q

27,186
18,013i
8,500i
30,994i
22,619J
12,7 91i

Argyle

Cambridge
Dresden
Easton
Fort Ann
Fort Edward..
Granville

Greenwich

Uebron
Jackson

Kingsbury —
Putnam
,

Salem
White Creek..
Whitehall
Total

Names

of Towns.

Argyle
Cambridge....

Dresden
Easton
Fort Ann

,

Fort Edward
Granville

Greenwich

Hampton
Hartford

Hebron
Jackson
Kingsbury

...

Putnam
Salem
White Creek..
Whitehall
Total

$1,002,507

3,939
4,852*
7,138
4,880
4,324i
12.423
7,976
5,616
9,015

333,0301 143,554*

12,766,947

20,864^
8,725
21,978
25,515
17,981
18,440
7,882
25,104i
22,6831
19,240

Hampton
llartford

8,360i
4,206
21,943i
6.936i

902,490
92,810
1,366,962
657,072
500,950
873,565
1,204,115
231.751
735,967
779,302
768,170
785,406
144,580
830,385
868,205
1,022,650

27,51H

5
I

II"

I

27,966*
2,006
6,632
5.349

$209,232
151,804
4,000
223,330
56,137
492,150
145.250

489,625
30.845
82,484
93,390
66,550
105.755
19,854
308,314
333,762
396,740
3,209,222

$1,211,739
1,054,294
96,810
1,590,292
713,209
993,100
1,018,815
1,693,740
262,696

1,613
1,132

1,631
1,172

387

348

1,4S2
1,845
1,530
1,710
1,959

1,530
1,699
1,434
1,653
1.929

429

417

818,451
872,69;;

1,132
1,283

1,064
1,266

834,720
891,161

906

864

1,736

1,628

608

I

sl

484
286
100

1,078

164,4.34

378

346

459
150
614
695
628
660
790
161
416
530
335
626
129

1,138,699

1,461
1,257
2.299

1,464
1,182
2,239

661
586
893

350
469
473
106
345
379
242
464
101
410
325
472

8,741

5,730

1,202,02'

1,419,390

15,976,169 22,539 21,866

7,875

990
318
976

397
327

1,310
1,112
1,235
1.442
'282
807

831
587
1,329

3o2
1,016

908
1,769

240

16,292

WAYNE COUNTY.
This county^ was formed from Ontario and Seneca, April 11, 1823.
upon Lake Ontario, w. of the center of the State is centrally
distant 171 mi. from Albany, and contains 624 sq. mi. A series of
and from
bluffs 25 to 75 ft. high extends along the lake shore

It lies

;

;

summits the surface rises in gradual slopes to the lake ridge,
a distance of 4 to 5 mi. This ridge is 50 to 200 ft. wide on the
It declines toward the e.,
ft. above the lake.
top, and about 200
and upon the e. border of the co. it can scarcely be traced. The
to 20 ft.
and from its foot
declivity of the ridge upon the s. is 8
their

;

the surface gradually slopes
ridge,

which extends

e.

upward

to the surface of the limestone

and w. through the co. a little n. of the
Lake Ontario and Clyde

center and forms the watershed between

The summit

River.

and

is

of this ridge is 140 feet above the lake ridge, 340 feet above the lake,
It is highest upon the w. border of the co., and gradually declines

about 3 mi. wide.

toward the

e.^

upward from the

From

its

southern edge the surface gradually declines to Clyde River and slopes
South of the limestone ridge are numerous drift
s. line of the co.

river to the

The declivities
to one and a half miles in length.
ridges extending n. and s. and from one-fourth
are usually very steep, and the summits 40 to 100 ft. above the surrounding surface.
They
decline toward the s.
They are
usually end in an abrupt declivity toward the n., but gradually
of
sand, and gravel, and seem to be deposits from great currents of water.
composed

clay,

Considerable marshy land extends along Clyde and Seneca Rivers, and also through the co. n.
of the lake ridge.
in an irregular
Ganargwa, or Mud Creek, enters the s. w. corner of the co. from Ontario, flows
but generally easterly course to Lyons, where it unites with the Canandaigua Outlet and forms
of the co., where it discharges its waters
Clyde River,' which continues eastward to the e. bounds
These streams receive from the n. West Red Creek, East Red Creek, and
into Seneca River,
Black Creek, and from the s, numerous small brooks. The streams flowing into Lake Ontario
are Bear, Deer, Davis, Salmon, Thomas, Wolcott, and Big and Little Red Creeks First, Second,
and Third Creeks flow into Great Sodus Bay, The principal indentations upon Lake Ontario are
Great Sodus Bay forms an excellent harbor.
.Great Sodus, East, Port, and Blind Sodus Bays.
;

The streams, in their
s. e. corner, is the only considerable body of water.
course through the drift deposits and lake ridge, have usually worn deep ravines.
The lowest rock in the co. is the Medina sandstone,* appearing upon the lake and in the ravines
near it. It occupies a strip with an average width of 2 mi., widest at the w. Next above this is
of limestone and shales, extending to the foot of the limestone ridge. Next
the Clinton
Crusoe Lake, in the

group

above

is

width.
to the

s.

the Niagara limestone, forming the summit ridge and occupying a strip about 3 mi. in
South of this is the Onondaga salt group of red and green shales and gypsum, extending
border and occupying nearly one-half of the co. The rocks are mostly covered by thick

Shells, marl, and muck are
deposits of drift, and are only exposed in the ravines of the streams.
found in large quantities in the marshy regions. Weak brine and sulphur springs are found in
various localities in the Medina sandstone and the red shales of the Onondaga salt group.

The soil derived from the drift deposits is generally a sandy or gravelly loam, with an occasional
intermixture of clay. The soil along the lake shore, principally derived from the disintegration
At the foot of the mountain ridge, both n.- and s.,
of Medina sandstone, is a reddish, sandy loam.
In the valley of Clyde River the soil is principally a
is a strip of very productive clay loam.
are covered deep with a rich
gravelly loam and alluvium. The marsh lands, when drained,
vegetable mold, which develops into the most fertile soil in the co.
of importance, are grain
Agriculture forms the leading pursuit. The branches, in the order
and wool growing. Fruit is extensively cultivated, and is rapidly
raising, stock growing, dairying,
1 Named in honor of Gen.
Anthony Wayne.
2 This
peculiar formation is accounted for by the theory that
the low regions through the N. and central parte of the co. were
once covered by the waters of the lake, and that the limestone
»idge was a lonp barer point extending into the lake from the w.
8 Named
by Wm. McNab, a Scotchman. At an early day it
688

was navigable as far as Lyons, and was a link in the ^reat chain
of Western travel.
* This stone is extensively quarried for bnUding stono.
It is
soft when first taken from the quarry, but hardens upon exposure to the atmosphere.
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most important agricultural products. Few counties in the State surpass this
and peaches annually produced. A strip of laud bordering
upon Lake Ontario, and extending from Niagara River to the Oswego, seems peculiarly adapted
to the cultivation of apples and peaches, and is rapidly becoming one of the most important fruitgrowing regions in the State. In Wayne co. $25,000 worth of dried fruit is annually prepared.

becoming one

of the

in the quality or quantity of apples

Peppermint and tobacco are raised along the valley of Mud Creek.
The county seat is located at the village of Lyons, near the center of the co. The courthouse ia
a fine cut st«ne building, fronting Church St. It has an Ionic portico, and is surmounted by a
large dome.^ The jail is a commodious stone building, in the w. part of the village. It contains
rooms for the jailer's residence, and is one of the best arranged and conducted establishments of

The county clerk's office is a fireproof building, fronting Pearl St., a little
The poorhouse is situated upon a farm of 130 acres 1^ mi. w. of the courthouse.
The average number of inmates is 67, supported at a weekly cost of $1.55 each. A school
is taught throughout the year.
The farm yields a revenue of $1,400. The buildings are insufficient for the accommodation of the inmates but the institution seems to be well arranged and
the kind in the State.

s.

of the courthouse.

;

well kept.
Six weekly newspapers are now published in the co.'^.
The Erie Canal extends through the s. tier of towns and along its course are the most populous
and thriving villages of the co.* The direct branch of the N. Y. Central R. R. between Syracuse and Rochester extends, along the course of the canal, through Savannah, Galen, Lyons,
;

1 The first courthouse was a brick
edifice, erected soon after
the organization of the co. It was superseded, in 1854-55, by
the present structure, built of Lockport limestone. The building
committee of the present courthouse were John Adams, Stephen
Marshall, and F. B. Cornwell. The first ofBcers of the co. were
John S. Talmadge, First Jwlge ; Hugh Jameson, Sheriff; \Vm.
II. Adams, District Attorney; Isaiah J. Kichardson, Co. Clerk ;
and John S. Talmadge. Surrogate.
2 r/te
Palmyra Begister, the first paper published in the co.,
was commenced Nov. 26, 1817, by Timothy C. Strong.
It was continued under various titles until 1823, when
it was published as
The Western Farmer and Canal Advocate, and passed into the
hands of Pomeroy Tucker, who changed its name to
Tlie
Sentinel, under which title it is now published by Wm. N. Cole.
The Lyons Republican was commenced Aug. 3, 1821, by Geo.
Lewis. It was discontinued in Feb. 1822.
Tlie Lyons Advertiser was commenced May 31, 1822, by Hiram
T. Day. It underwent various changes in name and
publishers. It was published as
The Wayne Oninty Gazette, by Ephraim J. Whitney; as
T he Lyons Argua, by E.J. &W.W. Whitney;
The Lijons Gazette, by Barker & Chapman ;

"Wayne

Nov. of the same year it passed into the hands of Rodney
Adams. In Sept. 1856, its name was changed to
andAprilSO, 1859, Mr. Adams

L.

The Lyons Republican;
T7ie

sold it to W. T. Tinsley & Co., its present publishers.
Wayne Standard was commenced at Newark in June, 1838,

by David M. Keeler. In Aug. 1839, it was sold to Gen.
Barney T. Partridge, J. P. Bartle, and S. Culver, who
changed its name to
The New jligis, Stephen Culver, editor. In Jan. 1840, it was
sold to
Norton, and discontinued in May following.
In July following it was revived as
The Wayne Standard, by D. M. Keeler, and published until 1843,
when it passed into the hands of l£. L. Winants, and in
about 1 year was discontinued
It was revived soon
after, as

The Newark

Courier,

published by

changed

its

The Newark Whig.

Fairfield.
It was succrasively
K. Creague and B. F. Jones as
in 1854 by G. D. A. Bridgman, who

by David

Wm.

The Newark Journal ; and

name

to

In Sept. 1856,

it

who changed

passed into the hands of

its name to
Tlie We-*varlc Weelcly Courier, and

C. F.
its

White,

still

continues

publication.

The Palmyra Courier was commenced May

28, 1843, by Frederic
of J. C. Bennett, who

Tlie Wayne Co. Patriot, and as
Morley. It passed into the hands
The Western Argus, by Chapman & Chapin and Ashley & Co.
changed its name to
and as
The Palmyra Democrat. It was published again as
Tlie Western Argus, by Charles Poucher.
In 1841 it was The Palmyra Cburier, by
Benedict, irom about 1851 to '54.
Mr. Benedict sold it to
changed to
Beebe, and in a short time
The Lyons Gazdte. and was published by
Kussell from 1849
afterward it passed into the hands of A. E. Averill,who
to 1853. when it was sold to Wm.Van Camp, and in 1855
changed its name to
or '56 it was merged in The Wayne Democratic Press.
The Palmyra American, and subsequently again to
The Palmyra Freeman was commenced March 11, 1828, by D. D. Tlie Palmyra Courier, under which name Mr. Averil!
;

Stephenson. It soon after passed into the hands of J.
A. Hadley, who removed the press to Lyons and
changed the name to
Tlie Omntryiimn.
Jlyron Holley became connected with it as
associate editor. In 1831 it was suspended for a time,

still

continues

its

publication.

The Clyde Eagle was commenced in 1844 by B. Frazee. It wassuccessively published by
Dryer, Stephen Salisbury, and in 1847 by Rev. Chas. G. Acly and William
Tompkins, who changed

its

name

to

and atterw.ard resumed as
The Clyde Tele-graph. It afterward passed into tJie hands of
The Lyons American, by Myron Holley. In 1835 it was pubRev. W. W. Storiker, and soon after to Wm. R. Fowle,
lished by Wm. II. Childs. In 1836 it was removed to
and in a short time it was discontinued.
The Clyde Industrial Times was commenced in Feb. 1850, by
Clyde and published as
The Clyde Gazette, by Dennis Cord, until 1838.
Payn & Smith. It soon passed into the hands of Jos.
Tlie Eejlector. mo., was commenced at Palmyra in 1828 by 0.
A. Payn. Its name was changed in 1851 to
Tlie Clyde "Weekly Times, under which title it is now
Dogberry, jr. It was discontinued in 1830.
The Newark Republican was commenced at Newark in Nov.
published, by Joseph A. Payn.
1829, by Jeremiah 0. Balch. It was discontinued in 1831. The Northern Methodist Protestant was published by an assoThe Clyde Standard was published about 6 mo. in 1830 by E.
ciation at Clyde in 1849 Kev. W. W. Storiker, editor.
P. Moon.
T?ie Wayne Banner was published at Wolcott in 18.30 by John
The Western Spectator and Wayne Advertiser was commenced at
Mclntyre, and was removed to Clyde, and merged in
The Industrial Times on the first issue of the latter
Palmyra Jan. 9, 1830, by Luther Howard and Erastus
Shep;ird. In 1831 its name was changed to
paper.
The Spectator and Anti-Masonic Star. It was removed to The Farming Mirror was commenced at Lyons in July, 1853, by
Rochester the same year and merged in The AntiR. L. Adams Sc Co., and was published 1 year.
Blasonic Enijuirer.
Democratic Press was commenced at
TUe
The Palmyra \mg was commenced in Feb. 1838, by Wm. N.
Palmyra in 1855. It was removed to Lj'ons the same
and Sam'l Cole. It was removed to Lyons by Wm. N.
year, and is now published by Wm. Van Camp.
8 The
Cole, and its name changed to
enlarged canal crosses Seneca River on the E. border of
In
tlie
1850
fall
of
it
Tke Wayne County Whig.
piissod into the the CO., on an aqueduct built upon 31 arches of 22 feet spaa
hands of Williams & Oavitt. In the spring of 1852 each. It crosses Mud Creek, a little w. of Lyons, upon an aqueA.
.wld
it
to
Silas
who
Andrews,
continued it a duct of 5 arches, and again crosses the same stream, N. of Pal*
they
few months and sold it to Wm. Van Marter; and in myra, upon an aqueduct of 3 arches.
;

Wayne
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A

ship canaP route and a R.
Arcadia, Palmyra, and Macedon.
connecting the Erie Canal and Central R. R. with Lake Ontario.
The western 9 towns in this co. belonged to the Pulteney Estate

r. route''

have been surveyed,

the e. part, including Savan*
nah, Galen, and portions ofWolcott and Butler, constituted a portion of the Military Tract. The
intermediate portion, except the s. 3 tiers of lots in Rose, were compensation lands granted to the
Pulteney Estate for the gore between the old and new pre-emption lines. The earliest white
;

inhabitants were hunters and trappers. The first permanent settlements were made in 1780, at
Palmyra, under the auspices of General John Swift, agent of a company of settlers , from Conn. ;
and at Lyons, under Charles Williamson, agent for the Pulteney Estate.' From 1790 to 1794,
colonies came in from R. I., Long Island, and Maryland.* The settlements did not progress with
The fear of Indian hosgreat rapidity for several years, owing to the diseases which prevailed.

and of British invasion during the War of 1812 greatly retarded settlement. On the return
of peace, settlers began to arrive in considerable numbers, principally from New England and
Eastern N. Y. The completion of the Erie Canal gave a new impulse to immigration ; and in a few
tilities

years the flourishing villages of Lyons, Clyde, Palmyra, and Newark were built up along its
The N. Y. Central R. R., built through the co. in 1852-53, greatly benefited the co. and
course.
enhanced the value of the lands.

The most notable of the later incidents in the co. have been the
and the commencement of spiritual rappings in Arcadia.^

ARCADIA—was

formed from Lyons, Feb.

15, 1825.

rise of

It lies

Mormonism

on the

s.

in Palmyra,*

border of the

co.,

a

a rolling region, broken by drift ridges. Mud Creek flows
The soil
E. through the town, n. of the center, and receives several small streams as tributaries.
is a sandy, gravelly loam, mixed with clay on the hills.
Gypsum is found in the s. w., and marl
in the center. We'^varlt, (p. v.,) including Arcadia, (p. v.,) in the s. part, on the canal, was
little

w. of the center.

Its surface is

incorp. July 21, 1853, as Newark. It contains 7 churches, a bank, flouring mill, tannery, 3 furnaces,
and several manufactories. It is a flourishing canal village and a station upon the N. Y. C. R. R.
Pop. 2,042. Fairville, (p. v.,) about 5 mi. n., contains 1 church, a tannery, a limited amount

Marbletown,

of manufactures,

and 159 inhabitants.

and 10 houses.

Jessups Corners and Hydeville

menced
1805.

near the

s.

e. corner,

are hamlets.

contains a church

Settlement was com-

The first church (M. E.) was organized in
in 1791, by Joseph Winters and B. Franklin.''
Roger Benton was the first settled minister, in 1806.* A family named Fox, residing

heard the mysterious sounds known as the " rappings" on the
Investigations were made in regard to the origin of the raps, but
night of March 31, 1849.
nothing definite was settled upon. The family soon after removed to Rochester, the "raps" accompanying them; and hence the name "Rochester Rappings." A series of investigations was instituted, and the matter became public, some claiming for it a spiritual origin, but the great majority
in Arcadia, first

at Hydeville,

pronouncing

it

a

humbug

BUTLiER —was
of the CO.

or delusion.

From

this source

modern spiritualism

formed from Wolcott, Feb. 26, 1826.

Its surface is diversified, level in the

s. e.

It is the center

and rising

originated.

town on the

e.

border

The
into ridges in the n. w.
Creek, which rises in the N. e.

is Armstrong Hill.
The principal stream is Wolcott
and, flowing in a circuitous course, leaves the town near the n. w. corner. The soil in the valleys
Lime is manuis a gravelly loam, and on the hills it is generally clay, with a tenacious subsoil.

highest point

factured in the n. part to a limited extent. Soutli Butler, (p. v.,) on the s. line, contains 5
churches, a classical school, several manufactories, and about 400 inhabitants. "West Butler
10 houses; Westbury, (p. v.,) in the n. e. corner, partly in the town of Victory,
(p. 0.) contains
1 In
1827, a charter was obtained for building a ship canal
from the Erie Canal, at Montezuma, to Great Sodus Bay. Surveys were made, but no work was ever done. A new charter
was obtained by John Greig, of Canandaigua, in 1836; and another by Gen. Wm. H. Adams, in 1851. The route named in
thii last charter is from Sodus Bay to the Erie Canal, a little w.
of Clyde. Some worit has been done on parts of this route.
8 The Sodus Point & Southern R. R. was
incorp. in April, 1852.
The road was to extend from Sodus Bay to Newark. The route
has been surveyed, but no work has been done. A survey has
hiso been made for a r. r. from Clyde to Sodus Bay.
* Mr. Williamson built roads from Palmyra and
Lyons to
Sodus Point upon these the early settlers mostly located. He
also laid out a city upon Sodus Bay, which has not yet been built.
* The Maryland settlers
brought with them several slaves; but
It was soon found that slave labor was unprofitable.
;

6

See p. 693.
See Arcadia.
Gilbert Howell and Paul Reese came in in 1795; Samnel
Soverbill in 179S; Humphrey Sherman, Reuben Starks, and
John Miller, from Long Island, in ISOO and Ebenezer Smith
soon after. The Lusks came in from Columbia co. in 1806.
Jacob, Philip, and Isaac Lusk purcliased 1 sq. mi., which is now
occui)ied by the village of Newark. Caleb Tibbitts, Stephen
Aldridge, Henry Cronice,and Cooper Culver settled in 1807 and
Dr. A.llyde, in 1810. The first death was that of a child of B.
Hess and
Franklin, in 1792; the first marriage, that of
Amy Tibbitts, in 179S. Stephen Alilridgo kept the first inn,
and J. P. Bartlet the first store.
8 There are 10 churches in town; 2 Meth. Prot., M. E., Presb.,
Prot. E., Union, Ref. Prot. D., Bap., R. C, and Christian.
6
7

;

:
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(Cayuga co.,) 1 church and 20 houses. Butler Center is a liamlet. The first settlement -was
Mills.'*
Rev. Antoinette L. Brown, the
commenced in 1802.^ The first settled minister was
first woman ever regularly ordained in the State, was settled for several years over the Cong.
Church at South Butler.

G.4IjE]V'

—was formed from Junius, (Seneca

co.,)

Savannah was taken

Feb. 14, 1812.

ofi"

in

on the s. border of the co., e. of the center. Its surface is hilly in the e., but more
level in the w.
In the s. w. is a large tract of swamp land. Clyde River* flows through the town
from w. to E. in a circuitous course. The soil is a rich, sandy and gravelly loam. Clyde,^ (p. v.,)
near the center, on Clyde River, was incorp. May 2, 1835. The canal passes through the village
it is also a station on the N. Y. C. R. R.
It contains 6 churches, a high school,® 2 banks, a newspaper office, a glass factory, and several other manufactories.'' Pop. 1,856. Marengo, (p. v.,)
in the s. part, contains a church and 20 houses; LiOCR Berlin, (p. v..) in the w. part, on the
canal, a church and 30 houses.
Ang'ells Corners, in the s. e., and 3Ieadville, in the e.,
1824.

It lies

;

The first settlement was commenced by Loammi Bedell, in 1800.* The fii^t church
was organized July 8, 1814.* Borings for salt water in the vicinity of Clyde have been
made, but without success. One of the wells emitted inflammable gas the well was soon filled up.
are hamlets.
(Presb.)

:

UUROJV—was

formed from Wolcott, as "Port Bay," Feb. 25, 1826. Its name was changed
March 17, 1834. It lies on Lake Ontario, e. of the center of the co. A part of Great Sodus Bay
lies in the n. w. corner.
East Bay, in the n., and a part of Port Bay, in the n. e., extend into the
town. Its surface is rolling, with a general northern inclination. In the w. and n. w., near Great
Sodus Bay, are several tracts of swamp lands. The lake shore rises in a series of bluS"s, the
highest of which Chimney Blufi" is 175 ft. above the lake, and Bay BluiF 120 ft. Several small
sti'eams flow n. through the town, the principal of which is Mudge Creek, which empties into
East Bay. The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam, intermixed with clay in the s. IVortli
Huron (p. v.) contains 2 churches, a saw and grist mill, and 40 houses; Soutb Huron
(Huron p. 0.) 1 church, a townhouse, and 20 houses. Port Glasgoiv (p. o.) is a hamlet, at
the head of sloop navigation on Great Sodus Bay. The first settlement was commenced by Peregrine Fitzhugh and Wm. Helmus, and some other families from Md., in 1796.^" The first church

—

(Presb.)

—

was organized

in 1813.'^

liYOXS —was formed from Sodus, March
the

s.

border of the

co.,

a

little e.

1,

of the center.

1811.

Arcadia was taken

off in

1826.

It lies

on

a moderately rolling region, broken
and Mud Creek from the w., join in the s.

Its surface is

by sand ridges. The Canandaigua Outlet from the s.,
part a«d form Clyde River. The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam, with marl upon the creek
bottom lands. I^yons, (p. v.,) on the canal, at the junction of Canandaigua Outlet and Mud
Creek, was incorp. April 18, 1854. It contains the co. buildings, 7 churches, 2 banks, 2 newspaper offices, a union school,^^ and several manufactories ;^' and it is an important R. R. station.

Pop. 3,221. Alloway, (p. v.,) in the s. part, on Canandaigua Outlet, contains a church, a gristand 30 houses. The first settlement was commenced in 1789, by Nicholas and Wm. Stansell

mill,

and John Featherly."

They

settled,

with their families, (12 persons in

all,)

a half mile

s.

of the

Wellman settled near the center, as Sherman, in 1804. The first birth was that of Isaac Godfrey, in
early as 1803: Erastus Hubbard and Abijah Moore, in 1805; Feb. 1802; the first death, that of David Godfrey, accidentally
Capt. Willis, Wm. Ilallett, Henry Bunnel, Aaron Hoppin, Mrs. killed, Oct. 1.3, 1801. The first marriage was that of Jabez
Bunce, and Morris Craw, previous to 1807; and Seth Craw and Reynolds and Polly Mills, in 1805. James B. West kept tho
first store: Maj. i'red. A. De Zenz built the first Biiw and grist
Roger Olmsted, in 180S. The first birth was that of
Wiuans the first death was that of Jedediah Wheeler, in April, mill, in lsl8.
1

John Granby and

;

9 There are 9 churches in town: 2 M.
Vieles built the fir.-it sawmill, at the center.
E., 2 Bap., Presb., Prot
There are 1 churches in town 2 M. E., 2 Christian, Bap., E.. Germ. Jleth., Friends, and K. C.
10
2d
and
Adv.
Among the other early settlers were Dr. Zenas Hyde,
Cong.,
8 Tlii.'; was
Township No. 27 of the Military Tract, and received its Knox, and several families from Mass. and Conn., in 1807;
name from having been appropriated to the Medical Department. Josiah I p^ou, in ISOS, and Norman Sheldon, in 1810. The first
< .Named
by Wm. McNab, agent of the Hornby Estate. Geneva. birth was that of a child of Dr. Hyde; and the first death, that
This location was originally called "Block House" from a of -Mrs. Hale, in lt<09. Gardiner JJudge taught the first school,
blockhouse built here by Indian traders at an early day. It in 1S12; Norman Sheldon kept the first inn, in 1810; James
'•
station" in Mudge kept the first store; and Elihu Spencer built the first
w;i8 used during the Revolution by tories as a
emu'-'gling gonils from Canada via Sodus Bay. It was burned saw and grist mill, in 1809.
'•
11 There are 3 churches in town
M. E.. Meth. Prot., and Presb.
Lauraville,''
previous to 1800. The village was first called
12 The
from Henrietta Laura, Countess of liatli, daughter and heiress
Lyons Union School was among the first of tho kind
of Sir Wm. Pulteney. Its name was chan^jed to Clyde in 1878. established in the State. It employs 12 teachers and has 800
6 It is a ruiion school, formed from Districts 14 and 17. to 900
pujiils.
13
Incorp. April 24, 1834, with special privilei,'es. This was one
Among these are an extensive manufactory of essential oils,
The (principally peppermint,) a furnace, machine, and agi-ieultural
of the earliest union schools in Western New York.
teachers.
school employs
implement shop, a potteiy. brewery, tannery, tile manufactory,
' 2
large distilleries, 2 steam flouring mills, 2 steam sawmills. brickyard, fanning mill factory, and a manufactory of saddle
2 furnaces and shops for manufacturing agricultural implements, trees. About 10,000 lbs. of peppermint oil are produced annuTrans.
a large cooperage, 1 brewery, 2 malt houses, and a tannery.
j of the whole amount in the U.S.
ally in the CO.,
*
Among the other early .''ettlers were Nicholas King, David jig. Soc. ^K5b.p (J.i7.
"!•»
Wm.
.ind
John
with
their
from
Richard
Geo.
Isaac
Co..
John
Carr,
and
families,
Gibbs,
Jones,
Mills,
Orange
Riggs,
Godfrey,
N. Y., "on Lot 70, in the s. w. part of the town, in 1801
Perriue were early settlers. The first marriage was that of Jaa,
Creagher, from Md., Elias Austin,
I'ayne, and Capt. John

1811.
2

;

'•>

;

fi

—

;

—
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present village of Lyons. They were piloted up the Mohawk, (where they had previously settled,)
and by the usual water route, by Wemple, an Indian trader. Charles Williamson, agent of the
Pulteney Estate, commenced a settlement at Lyons Tillage in 1794, through Charles Cameron, his
Jas. Otto

local agent.
in,

from N. J. and Md.

came in 1796. In 1798, Judge Evert A'an Winkle and and 40 others came
and in 1801, Judge Daniel Dorsey and family, from Md. Judge Dorsey
;

had previously purchased of Mr. Williamson nearly 1,000 acres in the immediate
Rev. John Cole (Meth.) was the first local preacher.^
village.

vicinity of the

M ACEDO]V—was formed from Palmyra, Jan.

It is the s. w. comer town of the Co
29, 1823.
and irregular. The valley of Mud Creek extends e. through the s. part. It
and Red Creeks and their tributaries. The soil is a clay and gravelly loam

Its surface is rolling

drained by Mud
upon a limestone formation. Macedon, (p. v.,) a canal village, was incorp. Nov. 1856. It
contains 2 churches, a saw and grist mill, furnace, and machine shop, and about 500 inhabitants.
Macedon Center (p. v.) is incorp., and contains 3 churches, the Macedon Academy, and 20
The first settlement was made as early as 1789, by Webb Harwood and Ebenezer Reed.^
houses.
The first church (Bap.) was organized in 1800.'
is

—

MARIO^V was formed from Williamson, as "Winchester," Aipril 18,1825. Its name was
changed April 15, 1826. It is an interior town, lying w. of the center of the co. Its surface is
broken by sandy hills and gravelly ridges the Niagara limestone crops out in the n. part. It is
;

Creek, which flows s. into Mud Creek. The soil is a gravelly, calcareous loam,
and drift. Limestone is quarried in the n. part, for building purposes and public works. Near
Marion Village is a sulphur spring. Marion, (p. v.,) in the s. part, contains 4 churches, the
Marion Collegiate Institute, a furnace and machine shop, a fanning mill factory, and 390 in-

drained by East

Red

The first settlement was commenced in 1796, by Daniel
was organized Nov. 1, 1808.^

habitants.
(Presb.)

Lovell.*

The

first

church

—

0\'^TARIO was formed from Williamson, as "Freetown," March 27, 1807. Its name was
changed Feb. 12, 1808. Walworth was taken off in 1829. It is the n. w. corner town of the co.,
Lake Ontario forming its n. boundary. Its surface is mostly level, with a general inclination
toward the lake. It is drained by several streams running n. to the lake, the principal of which
are Bear, Deer, and Davis Creeks. The soil is a sandy, gravelly loam, with drift and muck n. of
the ridge.
Between the lake shore and the ridge road are extensive marshes, heavily timbered.
Iron ore, in the form of red oxid, is found in large quantities in the Clinton group, extending e.
and w. through the center of the town. Salt was formerly manufactured to some extent. Ontario,
s. e.
part, contains a church, steam sawmill, furnace, and 25 houses; Ontario
2 mi. w.. a church and 20 houses;
Tillage, near the center, a furnace®
and 16 houses. JVciv Boston, on the lake shore, is a hamlet. The first settlement was com-

(p. v..)

in the

Furnace

Center,

menced by Freeman Hopkins, from Mass., in

1806.''

The

first

church (Bap.) was organized in

1811,8 i^y Ei^gj. Lyon.

PA1.3IYRA —was
border of the

co.,

formed in Jan. 1789.

w. of the center.

Macedon was taken

Its surface is

undulating.

off in 1823.

Mud

It lies

Creek flows

e.

on the

s.

through the

Its tributaries are East and West Red Creeks and several small streams.
a calcareous loam, with marl on the creek bottoms, and drift, sand, and gravel on the
hills.
Palmyra, (p. v.,) in the s.w. part, was incorp. April 9, 1819. It is an important canal
It contains 5 churches, the Palmyra Union School,"
village, and is a station on the N. Y. C. R. R.

town,

The

s.

of the center.

soil is

otto and a daughter of Capt. John Dunn. John Riggs kept the
first inn. in 1801
Jmlge Daniel Dorsey, the first store; Henry
Tower.agentof Mr. Williamson. builtthe first mills.at AUoway,
in 179(3; and Dorsey & Milton, the first carding and cloth dressing mill, in 1807.
1 There are 8 churches in town
2 M. E., Presb., Prot. E.,
;
Bap.. Evan. Lnth.. Germ. Evan. Ref., and R. C.
2 Israel Delano, from Mass., and David
Comstock, settled in
the K. part, and Darius Comstock and Jerome Smith in the cenJacob Gannett, John Gibson, Barnabas
tral part, in 1790.
;

Brown, Abner Hill, Adam Kingman,
Spear, Jonathan
Warren, Constant Southard,
Reid, Packard Barney, and
Philip Woods, from Mass., in 1791. A number of Friends came
in ISOO from Penn. and Mass.
The first child born was Enoch
Gannett, in 1791; the first death was that of David White.
Barnabas Reed taught the first school; Wm. Porter kept the
first inn. and Jacob Gannett built the first mill.
8 There are 6 churches in town; 2
Friends, Bap., M.E., and R.C.
*
Blakesley and Ezra Phelps settled in 1796, David and
Isaac Sweezy in 1797. and Wm. B. Cogswell, from R. I., in March,
.7^8, The first birth was in the family of David Lovell the first
;

Phelps, in 1800. Widow Stiles kept the first
death, that of
built the first gristmill, in 1801.
inn, in 1799 and
6 There are 4 churches in town
;
Cong., M. E., Bap., and
Christian.
8 The "
Wayne Co. Iron Co." manufacture about 6 tons of pig
iron per day, from ore dug in town.
'
Among the early settlers were Peter Thatcher and Harry
Leavins, who settled on the lake shore, and Noah Fuller, in
1809; Willard Church, Isaac Simmons, John Case, Wni. Middle;

ton, Jared Putnam, David Jennings, and Amos Thayer, fron;
Conn., in 1810. In the 8. part settlement commenced in 1808.
Daniel Inman settled at the Corners in 1809; John Edmonds,

Saml. Sabin, Abraham Smith, Wm. Billings, Lewis Janes, and
Geo. Sawj'er, near the same place, soon after. Alfred Town,
Nathaniel Grant, and Wm. Greenwood located at West Corners.
The first child born was Melissa Hopkins. May 7, 180G. Daniel
Inman kept the first inn, in 1811. and Freeman Hopkins built
the first sawmill.
8 There are 4 churches in town
2 M. E.. Presb.. and Bap.
9
Incorp. in 1S48. Employs 10 teachers and averages about
500 pupils.
;
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East Palmj'ra,

Pop. 2,310.

contains 2 churches, a gristmill, and 20 houses.
The first settlement was made by John Swift, in 1789 or '90.* In the winter of 1788-89, John Swift and
Col. John Jenkins purchased Tp. 12, R. 2, now Palmyra, and commenced the survey of it in March.
(p. V.,)

r. r. station, in

the

e. part,

During the summer, John Swift moved into the town, and erected a log house and storehouse a little
end of Main St., Palmyra. Before the close of the year 1789, Webb Harwood and
Noah
Jonathan Warner, and Bennett Bates, from Mass., came in. Mr. Harwood
Porter,
family,
settled a little w. of the village. David AVhite and family came in in 1790. The first church (Presb.)
was formed in 1797 Rev. Eleazur Fairbanks was the first pastor.' Joseph Smith, the father of the
prophet, settled a little s. of Palmyra Tillage in 1819. The plates of the Mormon Bible were said to
have been dug up on a hillside in Manchester, Ontario co., a little s. of the Palmyra line. The
Smiths were money diggers, and had previously been digging in this locality for gold. The book
was printed at the office of the Wayne Sentinel, Martin Harris, a convert, mortgaging his farm to
N. of the lower

;

defray the expense.

ROSE*—was formed from Wolcott, Feb. 5, 1826.

It lies in the interior of the co., e. of the center.

Several small tracts of swamp
Its surface is mostly undulating or level, with drift ridges in the s. e.
land lie in different parts of the town. The streams are small Mudge, Sherman, and Thomas Creeks
;

The soil is a gravelly loam, intermixed with clay on the elevations and with muck
The highest point is 140 ft. above Lake Ontario. Limestone approaches the surpart, and has been quarried to some extent for lime and for building purposes. Rose

are the principal.
on the lowlands.
face in the N.

Talley,
218.

(Rose p.

o.,)

near the center, contains 3 churches, a steam sawmill, and tannery.

Pop.

Wayne Center, in the w. part, contains 20 houses Glenmark Falls,^ in the n. part,
;

The

contains 2 gi-istmills, 2 sawmills, and 10 dwellings.

Caleb Melvin and Alpheus Harman.®

The

first

first

settlement

was made

church (M. E.) was organized in

in 1805,

by

1824.''

SATAXHTAH*—was

formed from Galen, Nov. 24, 1824. It is the s. e. corner town of the co.
broken by drift ridges in the n., and is low and marshy in the s. about one-third of
the s. part is a woodland marsh, known as Crusoe Island. Seneca River forms the s. part of the
Crusoe Lake is a small, shallow body of water near the center its outlet, Crusoe
E. boundary.
Creek, flows into Seneca River. The soil in the n. is a sandy and gravelly loam, and in the s. it is
principally composed of muck and shell marl.' A tract of about 1,900 acres in the s. e. part is
an open marsh, producing coarse grass. Savannali, (p. v.,) near the center, is a station upon
the N. Y. C. R. R., and contains 20 houses. The first settlement was made by Elias Converse and
Wiers, (Bap.) There is no church
Joseph Mozier, in 1812.^" The first preacher was Rev.
Its surface is

;

;

in town.

SODUS"—was

Williamson was taken
and is bounded

formed in Jan. 1789.

town on the

It is the central

n. border of the co.,

and Lyons in 1811.
by Lake Ontario. A part of

off in 1802,

n.

Great Sodus Bay lies in the n. e. corner. Its surface in the n. part is mostly level, with a gentle
inclination toward the lake. A ridge 140 to 190 ft. higher than the surface of the lake passes through
near the center and s. of this the surface is broken by several ridges extending n. and s. The lake
shore varies in height from a low swamp to bluffs 70 ft. high. Second and Salmon Creeks are the
in the n. part is a clay and sandy loam, and in the s. gravelly loam. The
principal streams. The soil
;

manufacture of lime

Red oxid of iron

is

extensively carried on in the s. part ; and red sandstone is quarried in the s. w.
is found 2 mi. w. of Sodus Point.
Salt was manufactured in 1831

(argillaceous ore)

1 A machine shop and manufactory of agricnltural implements, 2 furnaces, a scale manufactory, distillery, tobacco manufactory, and gas works. About 2 mi. N. E. of the village is an
extensive rope and cordage manufactory.
2 The settlers that followed in 1790-91-92, as near as can be ascertained, were Lemuel Spear, David Jackways, James Galloway,
Jonathan Willet, the Mattisons, Gideon Durfee, sr., and his sons,
Gideon, Edward, Job, Pardon, Stephen, and Lemuel, Isaac
Springer. Wm., James, and Thos. Rogers, John Russell, Nathan
Harris, David Wilcox, Joel Foster, Abraham Foster, Elias Reeves,
and Luther Sanford. In 1791 " The Long Island Co.," through
Elias Reeves, A. Foster, Wm. Hopkins, and Luther Sanford, purchased .5,500 acres near East Palmyra, at 2.5cts. per acre and the
The first birth
first wheat harvested sold for 25cts. per bushel.
was that of a child of Webb Harwood, in 1790; the first marRuth Durfee and the first death,
iriage, that of Wm. Wilcox and
that of David White. Ira Selby taught the first school, in 1793.
Dr. Azel Ensworth kept the first inn, and Samuel Colt the first
store, at an early day. Jonah Howell built the first mill, 1 ml.
E. of the village.
* The census
reports 10 churches in town 2 Presb., 2 M. E.,
Prot. E., Bap., Christian, Cong., Friends, and R. C.

—

—

;

;

;

*

Named from Robert

6

There

6

Among

L. Rose, Esq., of Geneva.
a fall at this place, on Thomas Creek, of 22 ft.
the other early settlers were Milton Salisbury, —
Crafts, John Sherman, Joel Bishop, sr., Lott Stuart, Aaron Shep
ard, Chas. Thomas,
Bannister. The first
Pomeroy. and
birth was that of a child of Mr. Salisbury, in 1812; the first
of
that
Hosea
and
Hannah
Gillett
Burnham, in Jan.
marriage,
181.3; and the first death, a child of Harvey Gillett, in 1812.
and OUver Wetthe
in
first
1813;
Sally Bishop taught
school,
more built the first sawmUl, in 1812.
' There are 3 churches in town
Presb., M. E., and Bap.
8 Named from the surface in the s.
part.
9 The Galen Salt Works of an
early period were in this town
w Among the early settlers were Michael Weatherwax, Benj.
Seeley, Garret Burnham. Henry Taylor, Chauncey Ives, John
Green, Abner and Ezra Rockway, Henry Myers, David Cushis

—

;

man, Smith Ward, and Sampson McBane, mostly from Eastern
N. Y. The first marriage was that of Geo. Fredenburgh and
Sally Converse; the first birth was that of a child of Geo. FreSweetman. Loria
denburgh and the first death, that of
;

Brown taught
*i

the first school, in 1817.
"
Called by the Indians "Assorodus," meaning silvery water."
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and

'32.

Sodus

Soclus Point,
Genesee

contains 3 churches, the Sodus Academy, and about 300 inhabitants.
vr. of the entrance to the bay, is a U. S.
port of'entry in the
It has a lighthouse, a church, a steam sawmill, and about 200 inhabitants.
(p. v.)

(p. V.,)

District.

on the lake,

Sodus Center (p. v.) contains a church, foundery, carding mill, grist and saw mill, and 40
houses Alton (p. v.) a church and 30 houses Soutll Sodus (p. v.) a church and 30 houses and
Joy (p. V.) a church, shingle factory, and 30 houses. The first settlement was made in 1794, under
;

;

;

the auspices of Charles Williamson, agent of the Pulteney Estate.^ Mr. Williamson caused a road to
be cut through from Palmyra to Sodus Point in the spring of 1794. During the summer the town
was surveyed, an extensive city plan laid out between Salmon Creek and the Point, and within two

A

tavern was built at an expense of !?5,000, a pleasure
years mills were erected on Salmon Creek.
yacht was placed upon the bay and in roads, surveys, buildings, &c., over $20,000 was expended.
Moffat were the local agents of Mr. Williamson. Of all those connected with
Thos. Little and
;

these premature improvements, but few remained after they were completed. Elijah BrowTi was an
early settler, 4 mi. w. of the Point, and Amos Pilchards, 7 mi. w. Ammi Ellsworth came from Conn,
in 1801,

a forge.
"

and

settled near the Point.

A daughter of his

is

Dr.

Wm.

Nixon Lumniis settled at the Point. He

built mills

and

author of the " Women of the Revolution," and
Col. Peregrine Fitzhugh came from Md. in 1803, with his

Mrs. Elizabeth

Ellet,

Domestic History of the Revolution."
family and slaves, over 40 persons in all. Dr. Thos. Q. Lawson, an Englishman, settled 1 mi. from
After expending considerable money in attempting to form a settlement, he
the Point, in 1803.

—

abandoned the enterprise in 1805. In 1799, besides those already mentioned, there were 25 families
in town on roads leading to Palmyra and Lyons.
The first church (Bap.) was organized in 1805;
Elder Seba Norton was the first settled minister.^

"WAL.1VORTH2—was
border of the co.

formed from Ontario, April 20, 1829. It is the central town on the w.
a high, rolling upland, the ridges being the most elevated land in

Its surface is

The Niagara limestone crops out in the n. part, marking its course by a hard, stony surface
some rods in width. It is drained n. by several small streams, and s. e. by tributaries of Red Creek.
The soil is a rich, sandy loam. Wal\%"ortli, (p. v.,) near the s.e. corner, contains 3 churches,
the Walworth Academy, and 230 inhabitants. In the immediate vicinity is an extensive nursery.*
West Wal'^vortll, (p. v.,) in the s. vv. part, contains a church and 115 inhabitants. The first
settlement was begun about 1800.^ The first church (]M. E.) was organized previous tol809.®
the CO.

WIL.L.IAlWSO]\[^—was formed from
and Marion
its

N.

In the

in 1825.

It lies

on the

n.

Its surface is level in

boundary.

Sodus, Feb. 20, 1802. Ontario was taken off in 1807,
co., w. of the center, Lake Ontario forming

border of the

the n., with a gentle inclination

toward the lake.

drained by a few small streams that flow n. into Lake Ontario.
The soil is a sandy, gravelly loam, mixed with clay near the lake shore. Pulteneyville,® (p.v.,) on the lake shore, a U. S. port of entry in the Genesee District, contains a church,
s. it

rises into

low ridges.

It is

steam sawmill, and about 450 inhabitants; 'Williamson, (p.v.,) s. of the center,
contains 2 churches, a steam flouring mill, and about 300 inhabitants East W^illiamson
contains 2 churches and 20 houses. The first settlement was made in 1803, by Wm. AYaters.* The
gristmills, a

;

census reports 8 churches in town.^"

WOL.COTT"—was formed from Junius,
Rose were taken
Moses and James

off in

1826.

(Seneca

It is the n. e. corner

co.,)

March

town of the

24, 1807.

co..

Butler, Huron,

Lake Ontario forming

and

its

n.

kept the first inn, at Sodus Point, in the Marshall Chamberlain. The first death was that of
Green,
building erected for that purpose by Mr. Williamson. On the killed by the fall of a tree, in 1806. The first store was kept by
evening of June 13, 1813, a party of about 100 English landed at Thomas F. Kempshall.
6 There are 5 churches in town
godus Point in boats, from the fleet of Sir Jas. Yeo, for thepui-pose
2 Bap., M. E., Cong., and
;
of seizing or destroying what public stores they could find. They F. W. Bap.
7 Named from Charles
were opposed by about 40 Americans, under Capt. Hull, of Lyons.
Williamson, the first agent of the
After the first fire the Americans retreated. The enemy burned Pulteney Estate.
8 Named from Sir Wm.
5 houses, and the old Williamson Hotel, owned by Capt. Wm.
Pulteney. On the morning of J«ne 13,
Wickham. The public Cour had been secreted in a ravine, and 1813, Com. Sir James Yeo, with a British force, made" a descent
remained undiscovered. The next day a gunboat proceeded up upon this place. Gen. J. Swift, who commanded the Americans,
the lake to Nicholas Point and burned a warehouse.
The surrendered, with the stipulation that private property and
British had 2 killed, and the Americans 1 killed and 1 mortally persons should be respected. Most of the U. S. .stores had been
wounded. The total amount of property destroyed amounted to previously removed to a place of safety. The British had 2
about $25,000.
killed and 3 wounded.
• The census
B
reports 11 churches In town 4 M. E., 2 Prot. E.,
Capt. Sam'l Thronp, Jeremiah Selby, Jolin Holmes, and Al2 Presb., Bap., Christian, Cong.
pheus Curtis, came in 1806, Maj. Wm. Rogers in 1807, and Dan'l
3 Xamed from Chancellor Walworth.
Poppins, Timothy Smith.
Denning. Andrew Connell. Sam'l
* This
nursery established in 1840 occupies 75 acres, and Ledyard, and Jacob W. Hallett, soon after. The first child born
produces annually 300,000 trees, mostly sent to New England, was H. N. Thioop, in Nov. 1807. Major Rogers kept the first
K. J.. Md., and Va.
inn, in 1807 Jos. Colt, the first store. Capt. Sam'l Thruop and
s
Among the other early settlers were George Millet, in 1802, Jeremiah Selby built the first saw and grist mill.
» 2 Presb., M. E., Wes. Meth., Bap., Cong., Ref. Prot. D., and
I>aniel Douglass and George Kandolph. at West Walworth, Dr.
Hurlbut Crittenden, in 1804, Deacon Gideon Hassett, James and Union.
n Named from Gov. Oliver Wolcott, of Conn.
Jonathan HUl, Capt. Gilbert,
Uincklcy, and John and
1

Sill

;

—

—

;

'
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695

In several

locali-

marsh land. The streams are Wolcott and Big and Little Red Creeks, and
A part of Port Bay, in the n. w., Blind
several smaller streams, which flow N. into Lake Ontario.
Sodus Bay,i in the N. E., and two smaller bays, extend inland from the lake. The soil is a sandy
and gravelly loam. Iron ore is found in the n. e. part. WolCOtt, (p. v.,) near the s. w. corner,
was incorp. Feb. 24, 1852. It contains 4 churches, an academy,^ 2 flouring mills, 2 sawmills, a
furnace and agricultural machine shop, carding machine, and carpet and coverlet factory. Pop.
600.
Red Cr^ek, (p. v.,) in the s. e. part, is incorp., and contains 3 churches, the Red Creek
Union Academy, 2 gristmills, 3 sawmills, a woolen factory, furnace, and tannery. Pop. in 1859,
The
597. Furnace Village,^ in the w. part, contains a furnace, sawmill, and 12 houses.
minister
first settlement was made by Jonathan Melvin, sen., on Lot 50, in 1805.* The first settled
ties are tracts

was Daniel

of low

S. Buttrick.*

Acres of Land, Valuation, Fojndation, Dicellings, Families, Freeliolders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Mamifacttires, of Wayne County.
Valuation of 1858.

Acres of Land.
.s

Names op Towns.

Arcadia
Butler
Galen

24,5.39
1.5,316
,

Huron
Lyons
Macedon
Marion
Ontario
Palmyra....

Rose
Savannah
Sodus

..

Total.

of Towns.

Arcadia
Butler
Galen

Huron
Lyons
Macedon....

Marion
Ontario

.....

Palmyia

ll,2.50i
29,96.31

Walworth...
Williamson.
Wolcott

Names

2i.301i
12.220i
15,917
18,674
14.362i
13.886i
17,099i
13,272i

....

Rose
Savannah...

Sodus
Walworth...
Williamson,

Wolcott
Total.

15.858*
14.796
12,995

5,967J
6.920

10,625
7,692
6.230
4.389
3,698
5,97 8 J
4,202i
8,577
7,967*
11,697*
4,605
5,802
8.710

254,451f 102,0C2i

WESTCHESTEE COUNTY.
This county, constituting one of the original divisions of the State
under the English rule, soon after the first conquest, was organized
Nov. 1, 1683, vrith its present limits. It lies upon the e. bank of
the Hudson, in the s. e. part of the State, and is bounded on the e.
s.
by Long Island Sound. It is centrally
The surmi. from Albany, and coptains 525 sq. mi.
face consists of several ridges of hills parallel to the river and
separated by wide valleys. The hills are in two general ranges,
the first extending along the river and the second along the Conn,

by Conn, and on the
distant 105

line.

They are subdivided

into a great

number

of minor ridges

extending n. and s. The highest summits are 600 to
The valleys, extending n. and s., are continu1,000 ft. above tide.
ous, affording ample opportunity for the construction of roads and railroads and they are generally
bordered by gradually sloping hillsides.^ In some localities the hills are abrupt and rocky. The
principal streams are Peekskill Creek, Furnace Brook, Croton, Pocantico, and Neperhan Rivers,
and Tibbetts Brook, tributaries of the Hudson Bronx River, Westchester and Hutchinsons Creeks,

and

hills, all

;

;

Mamaroneck and Byram

Rivers, flowing into

Long Island Sound

;

Maharness and Stamford Mill

Rivers, flowing e. into Conn. ; and Muscoot Creek, Plum Brook, and Titicus, Cross, and Kisko
The lakes are small bodies of water, scattered through the hilly
Rivers, tributaries of the Croton.

The s. e. portion of the co., along the Sound, is deeply indented with bays and estuaries,
some places are bordered by extensive marshes. Most of the streams which flow into
the Sound afford, by the reflux of the tide, an intermitting hydraulic power, which is employed in

portions.
which in

several places.
The rocks of the co. consist principally of granite and gneiss, of many dissimilar varieties, and
These rocks crop out upon the declivities and summits of most of
of white crystalline limestone.

The marble quarries at
the hills, affording an abundance of the best kind of building stone.
Sing Sing and other places are extensively wrought, their products affording one of the most
valuable exports of the co. Traces of various kinds of ore have been discovered but all search
;

Several mineral springs are found in differIt emits
the Chappaqua Spring, 3 mi. e. of Sing Sing.

for profitable metallic veins has proved unsuccessful.

ent sections, the principal of which is
The soil, derived prinsulphuretted hydrogen and is said to possess useful medicinal properties.
is
the
of
from
the
and,
rocks,
naturally, only modelight,
sandy,
primitive
cipally
disintegration
but, by a continued process of scientific culture, it has been rendered very
Hudson
and the Sound and in various other localities are drift deposits and
Upon
The people are principally engaged in garalluvium, furnishing a much more productive soil.
dening and fruit raising, fattening cattle, and supplying milk for the New York market. Bricks
Other manufactures
in immense quantities are manufactured along the Hudson for exportation.

rately productive

;

the

fertile.

are largely carried on in the villages adjacent to New York.
This CO. is distinguished for beautiful and picturesque scenery, noticeable in nearly every part.
The highlands that border upon the Hudson afford an extended view of that river, the Palisades,

and of the hilly country of Rockland and Orange. Along the s. e. border fine views are obtained
of the Sound, the numerous green islands along the coast, and the adjacent shores of Long Island.
In the interior the landscape is agreeably diversified by hills, dales, and clear, running streams.
wealthy inhabitants of

Many

the finest sites

;

and the

New York

have erected beautiful villas and country residences upon
now studded with these splendid specimens of archi-

hills of the co. are

tectural art.

In the vicinity of New York are numerous small villages inhabited by mechanics and working
doing business in the city. These people go back and forth daily on the lines of railroad, or
A considerable amount of manusteamboat,
living in the country for the sake of economy.
by
factures is carried on at these suburban villages.
A large transient population, mostly from New

men

York, make this
1

The roads that

through

tlie
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co. their

residence during the

cross the
valleys are nearly level.
co. E.

summer months.

and w. are a constant succeBsion of ascents and descents, while those extending N. and 3
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The CO. is a half-shire, the co. buildings being located respectively at Bedford and White Plains.'
The courthouse at Bedford is a wooden structure and attached to it is a jail for the temporary
confinement of prisoners. The co. buildings at White Plains are of granite, and are the most
commodious and costly buildings of the kind in the State.^
The poorhouse is located upon a farm of 173 acres in Mount Pleasant, 5 mi. n. of White Plains.
The average number of inmates is 225, supported at a weekly cost of 68} cts. each. The farm
A school is kept throughout the year. The buildings are of stone
yields a revenue of $2,500.
and the whole establishment seems to be well arranged.
The Hudson River R. R. extends along the river banks through Yonkers, Greenburgh, Mount
Pleasant, Ossining, and Cortlandt. The Harlem R. R. extends n. through the central part of the
CO., extending through Morrisania, West Farms, Yonkers, East Chester, Scarsdale, Greenburgh,
White Plains, Mount Pleasant, New Castle, Bedford, Lewisboro, and North Salem. The New
York & New Haven R. R. extends from the Harlem R. R. at East Chester e. through Pelham,
New Rochelle, Mamaroneck, Harrison, and Rye. A branch road extends from the Harlem R. R.
at Morrisania s. e. about 2 mi. to Port Morris.
The other principal public work in the co. is the
Croton dam and the great aqueduct which supplies the city of New York with water. Lines of
steamers ply between New York and the various ports along the Hudson and East Rivers, afibrding
cheap and easy means of communication with the great city.
;

;

Five newspapers are

When

first

known

now published

in the co.'

to the whites, this co.

was occupied by the Mohegans, who Avere divided into
They paid tribute to the Five Nations, and were

several bands or clans with distinctive names.*

known

in darlj documents as

"River Indians."

At the organization of the co. in 16S3, the courts were esta- Tl»e Republican, by J. H. Piatt; J. J. Chambers, editor.
blished at Westchester, and were continued there until 1759. A TIm Westchester Patriot was published at West Farms a short
court of sessions was held at East Chester for some time. By
time in 1812 by
Lopez.
act of Deo. 16, 1758, the justices and supervisors were directed The Westchester Herald and Putnam Gazette was published at
to select a new site for a courthouse, which was located at White
Sing Sing in 1817. It was subseiiueiitly published as
Plains and in that year, 1760, and 1702, £2,000 were voted to The Westchester Herald, by Caleb Roscoe. The office was burned
erect and finish it. It was used until 1776, when it was burned.
in 1856, and the publication has not been resumed.
By an act of May 1, 1786, £1,800 were appropriated for the erec- T/ie Westchester Spy was commenced at White Plains in 1832
tion of a courtliouse at White Plains and another at Bedford,
by
Harpending. It was continued by William B.
under the superintendence of Stephen Ward, Ebenezer LockLamphear, S. G. Arnold, John W. Bell, and others,
until 1848, when it was discontinued.
wood, .Tonathan Q. Tompkins, Ebeuezer Purdy, Thos. Thomas,
Richard Hatfield, and Richard Sacket, jr. Prisoners had pre- TUe Hudson. River Clironicle was commenced at
viously been confined in the New York jail and courts had for
Sing Sing in 1837 by A. H. Wells. It is now published
a time been lield in the Presbyterian church of Bedford. Both
by Wm. C. Howe.
thus
The
erected
are
still
and
owned
the
co.
Protector, a campaign paper, was piiblished in 1844.
buildings
standing,
by
A clerk's office was built at White Plains, in 1830, adjacent to Tlie Part Chester Banner was pub. by Wm. A. McMillan in 1845.
the courthouse, in the old part of the village. The Provincial TUe Eastern State Journal was commenced at White
Convention held its sessions a few days in July, 1776, at the
I'lains in 1845 by Edmund G. Southerland, its present
courthouse in White Plains; and in front of it the Declaration
publisher.
of Independence was publicly read upon its receipt by that The Westchester and Putnam Democrat was commenced at
Peekskill in 18
body. The building, and what remained of the village, were
hy Bailey & Marks. It was continued by Samuel Marks, and was for a time disconwantonly burned by a New England major on the night of Nov.
tinued. It was revived by G. K. Lyman, and soon
5, 1776.
2 An act
after it passed into the hands of J. Arnold, who conpassed March 30, 1855, authorized the county treasurer to loan $35,000 for the erection of a new courthouse, jail,
tinued it until 1851, when Ezra J. Horton became proclerk's office, and surrogate's office, upon a site in White Plains,
prietor, and changed its name to
to be selected by the supervisors, and under a committee to be The Higldand Eagle. In 1855, J. W. Spaight became the pubThe
them.
were
lisher,
and in 1858 the paper passed into the hands of
erected
i-u
appointed by
present buildings
Dr. Fenelon Hasbrouck, who changed its name to
1856-57, under the superintendence of Abraham Hatfield, States
Bartou, Wm. Marshall, jr., David Hunt, and Geo. C. Finch, at a Tlie Highland Democrat, and still publishes it.
cost of Sl20,000. They are built of granite quarried near the The Westchester Gazette was commenced at Morrisania in 1849.
village, and form 3 buildings connected by corridors. The front
Stephen Angel was for some time editor. It was discontinued about 1856.
part is devoted to the records of the clerk and surrogate, is fireproof throughout, and its spacious rooms are furnished with TUe WestcUester County Journal was commenced
iron cases for hooks and papers. The records have been reat Morrisania in 1856 by James Stillman, its present
cently bound, and put in complete order for preservation. The
publishei-.
middle portion is devoted to court and jury roomsj sheriff's The Plain Dealer was removed from Roslyn, and afterward to
oflSce and residence and the rear building is the jail, connected
Glen Cove.
with the court room only by a verandah. Prisoners may be The Westchester Gazetteer was commenced at West Farms in
brouglit into com t without liability to rescue by a crowd. The
1849, by H. Coggshell it was removed to Mott Haven
cells, 36 in number, are built in 2 tiers in a central block.
July 14, 1851. and discontinued in 18.52.
By an act of .Vpril 16, 1858, the office of Register of Deeds was TUe Yonkers Herald was commenced in 1852 by Thos.
to
be
filled
election
The
act
took
effect
created,
by
trieunially.
Smith, its present publisher.
Jan. 1, 1859.
The Westchester News was commenced at New Rochelle in 1853
* r/ie Somers Museum was
F.
Milton
by Thos. Towndrow. It was removed to Yonkers in
published by
Gushing
in 1810.
1854, and published until Jan. 1856, when it was purTfm Westchester Gazette was published at Peekskill by Robert
chased by M. P. Rowe; and in Feb. following a new
Crombie about 1810. It was afterward changed to
paper was issued in its place, called
The Westchester and Putnam Gnzette. Several changes of pro- TUe Yonkers Examiner, which is still published by
M. F. Rowe.
prietors and perhaps of name, occurred when in 1832
it became
The Mount Vernon Gazette was commenced in 1854 by Egbert
A. S. Manning. It was discontinued in 1857.
The Westchester and Putnam Sentinel, and was published a
* The
short time by Dr. Brewer. It was afterward pubSiivannys occupied the shores of the souud from Norlished about 2 years by Samuel Ileustis, as
walk to near Hellgate: the Manhattans held the island of New
The Sentinel. It then passed into the hands of Samuel Marks, York, and as far N. as opposite Tappan the Wccquaskecks held
who continued it as
the shore from the Sint Sink to the Arraonck; the Sint Sinks
The Westchi'ster and Putnam RepuHiran. In 1844 it was sold occupied the present town of Ossining and its vicinity; the
to Wm. Richards, who clianged its name to
Kitchawunks claimed the territory on the Croton, and N. to
The Peekslcill Republican. In 1852 .Joseph J. Chambers became Anthonys Nose; and the Puchami and Wappingers the Highproprietor, and in 1857 the paper was removed to Sing lands. The Tanketenket resided in the rear of Sing Sing.—
Bolton's W. diesUr, I, p. 10.
Sins, where it is now published as
1

;

;

—

;

;

;
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Settlement began under the Dutch authority, in the southern part, and before the Revolution
nearly every part of the co. had been occupied.
large part was embraced by the Cortlandt,
Philipsburgh, Pelham, Scarsdale, and Fordham Manors.^ Of these the first sent a representative
to the General Assembly, and the second was forfeited by the attainder of its proprietor in the

A

The borough of Westchester, including the present towns of Westchester, West
Farms, and Morrisania, was also represented by a member, and had a mayor^s court. This co.
was the scene of many events of great importance in the Revolution, and, from its occupying the
middle ground between the opposing armies, was alternately overrun and pillaged by the refugees
Revolution.

of both.^

The southern part was taxed £2,000, May

6,

DJEDFORD^—was first formed under Connecticut,
by

New York

town, lying n.

in April, 1704
e.

;

and

it

was

of the center of the co.

1784, to repay Revolutionary expenses.

May, 1697. Its rights were confirmed
town March 7, 1788. It is an interior
elevated and broken by small hills and

in

fully organized as a
Its surface is

Croton River forms part of the
valleys, and is almost entirely available for agricultural purposes.
N. boundary ; Maharness River flows through a small portion of the s. part and Cross River flows
;

The soil is generally a good quality
through the n. e. corner. Byram Lake lies on the s. border.
of sandy and gravelly loam, but stony on the hills. Bedford, (p. v.,) s. e. of the center, is surrounded by hills, one of which on the n. retains its Indian name of "Aspetong." The village is
a half-shire, and contains a courthouse,* 2 churches, the Bedford Academy, a Female Institute,
and 30 houses. Bedford Station, (p. o.,) on the Harlem R. R., contains 10 houses. Katonali, (p.v.,) on Cross River, near its junction with the Croton, contains 30 houses. 3Iouiit
KiskO, (p. v., ) a station on the Harlem R. R., on the w. border of the town, contains 200 inhabitants.
'WliitlocRville is a station on the Harlem R. R. near the n. border. The town was
mostly included in a purchase made July 1, 1640, by Nathan Turner, for New Haven, and sold
the same year by the latter to Andrew Ward, Robert Coe, and 20 others, for £33. Other Indian
purchases were made, the last of which was July 24, 1703.* There are 8 churches in town.®

CORTLiAIVDT''— was
of the CO.

Its surface is

formed March

broken and

7,

1788.

It lies

upon the Hudson,

in the n. w. corner

The ranges

of hills generally extend n. and s.
declivities are often steep and nearly precipitous.

hilly.

and

are separated by narrow valleys. The
Anthonys Nose,® on the n. line, 1,228 ft. above the river, is the highest land in the co. Although
very broken, the surface generally is susceptible of cultivation. The principal streams are Croton
s. part. Furnace Brook, Pcekskill Hollow Creek, and
Gregorys Brook.
generally a sandy and gravelly loam, with a strip of clay along the river. Among the
mountains are found a variety of interesting minerals.^ Brick is extensively manufactured.^"

River, flowing across the

The

soil is

—

1 These
patents were granted as follows
Cortlandt Patent was granted June 17, 1607, to Stephanus Van
Cortlandt, with an annual quitrent of 40 shillings. It included the present towns of Cortlandt, Yorktown, Somers,
:

and North Salem.
Philipsburgh Patent was granted June 12, 1703, to Frederick
Philipse, at an annual quitrent of £4 12s. It included
the present towns of Greenburgh, Mount Pleasant, and
Ossining.

Pelham Patent was granted Oct. 25, 16S7, to John Pell, and included the present town of Pelham and a part of New
Kochelle.

Fordham Patent was granted

in 1671 to John Archer, and included 1.253 acres in the present town of West Farms.
Scarsdale Patent was granted March 21. 1701, to Caleb HeathIt included the
cote, subject to an annual quitrent of £5.
present towns of Scarsdale, New Castle, North Castle, and
a part of White Plains.
2 Two classes of
brigands, equally destitute of principle, but
professing attachment to opposite" interests, infested the Co.,
committing atrocious crimes without punishment, and often
preying upon their nominal friends with as little mercy as
upon their avowed enemies. Of "these, the "Cowboys" professed tory sentiments, while the
Skinners'' were ostensibly
attached to the American cause. The two parties often operated in concert, tlie Cowboys bringing contraband goods from
New York to exchange for tlie property plundered by the Skinners; and, when a pretext was necessary, a skirmish would
occur, and the goods from the enemy would be openly borne
away, as if lawfully cajitured. Bnltrm's Wextchesler, I, p. 211.
8 Named from Bedfordsliiro,
England, whence many of the
early settlers came. It formed part of the territory known
as Rippowams. Privilege of plantation was grnnted under the
present name by a court of election held at Hartford, Conn.,
May 11, 1682. In 1697 a patent was granted by Conn, to the
town. In 1700 the royal approval wiue obtained to the survey

—

of 1683 and

'84, by which Bedford and Rye were included in
New York and in April, 1704, a patent with town privileges
was granted by that colony. In 1690 there were 31 proprietors
;

residing in town.
*
County courts are held alternately here and at White Plains.
The village was burned in the Revolution by a party of British
light horse, on their route to Fairfield, Conn. By an act passed
April 11, 1785, courts were ordered to be held in the Presb.
church until the courthouse should be rebuilt, or till the further order of the Legislature.
6 The title to 5,115 acres of land in this town became invested
in Jacobus Van Cortlandt at an early period. This estate was
divided iri 1743. Frederick Van Cortlandt receiving 1,424, Abram
De Peyster 1.110, John Chambers 1,282, and Peter Jay 1,299
acres. Gov. John Jay, a son of Peter Jay, became invested
with a large portion of the last mentioned allotment. The
estate is still owned by his descendants. On a tract known as
"the Hop Grounds" are still living many families of the same
name as the first purchasers. Among these are families named
Green, Miller, Holme, Roberts, Ambler, Clark, Ayers, Westcott,
Simpkin, Mead, Webb, Clason, and Higgins. Tradition locates
in this town the scene of a bloody engagement fought in Feb.
1644, between the Dutch and Indians, in which 500 of the latter
perished.
6 3 M.
E., 2 Prot. E., 2 Presb., and Bap.
' Named from the
original patentee.

—

8 Named from Antoine De
Hooge, Sec. of Rensselaerwyck.
Benson's Memoirs, p. 40.
8
Among these minerals are epidote, sphene, and sulphate of
In opening the R. R. tunnel through Anthonys Nose,
barytes.
beautiful flat hexagonal ci-ystals of calcite were found.
10 There were in
Aug. 1858. 34 establishments worked as separate yards. 11 of which used steam power and 9 made pressed
brick.
This business began hero about 1812-15, and was most
thriving from 1847 to 1854. Large quantities of these brick
wore used on the Croton Aqueduct. The busiuess gives employ-
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Peeksklll,* (p. v.,) upon Peekskill Bay, in the n. w. part of the town, was incorp. April 17,
1816.
It is situated in an elevated
valley surrounded by heights which afford extennive views of
the river.
It contains 10 churches, the Peekskill Academy, 4 boarding schools, a bank, newspaper
and several manufactories.^ It is connected by a steam ferry with Caldwells Landing, and
It is a station upon the H. R. R. R.
daily steamer and line of sloops with New York.
Pop.
3,538.
Point, (Verplanck p. o.,) upon the Hudson, near the center of the w.
office,

by a

Terplancks

border of the town, was laid out in 1836. It contains a church, steamboat landing, several important brick manufactories, and 1,456 inhabitants.' Crotoil'* (Croton Landing p. o.) is a R. R.
It contains 4 churches, a rolling mill, wire mill, and several brickstation, in the s. part of the town.
yards. Pop. 400. Cnigers^ (Boscobel p. o.) is a lauding and r. r. station, 4 mi.
Annsville, a small village on Peekskill Creek, contains a church and wire mill.®

s.

of Peekskill.

Coi'tlaild-

ville, near the Van Cortlandt mansion, contains a church, a planing mill, and about 20 houses.
Oregon, on the line of Putnam co., contains a rolling mill and a wire mill. Mount Airy,
E. of Croton, is a hamlet.
Croton Point' is a peninsula in the s. part of the town, devoted
Montroses Point is a peninsula s. of Yerplancks and separated from it
chiefly to vineyards.
by Meanagh Creek. Daniel Birdsall, Nathaniel Brown, Joseph Travis, and Capt. Isaac Conklin
settled at Peekskill, in 1764.^
There are 18 churches in town.^

EAST CHESTER^"—was

March 7, 1788. It is an interior town, lying
broken by ridges extending n. and s. and separated by
narrow valleys. Bronx River,^^ forming the n. boundary, and Hutchinsons or East Chester Creek,''^
forming a portion of the E. boundary, are the principal streams. The soil is a sandy and gravelly
loam, with some alluvium along the river intervales. Marble is extensively quarried along the w.
in the

s.

part of the co.

recognized as a town

Its surface is

The Harlem R. R. extends along the valley of the Bronx, and the N. Y. & N. H. R. R.
s.
part of the town at nearly right angles to the hills, requiring heavy cuttings and
embankments. A portion of the territory of the town is public land, under the management of
border.^^

crosses the

East Cliester,

(p. v.,) at the head of sloop navigation on Hutchinson Creek, conand 551 inhabitants. Mount Ternon, (p. v.,) a station at the junction of the
Harlem and N. H. R. R.s, was incorp. Dec. 13, 1853. It contains 4 churches, several private
schools, and 1,161 inhabitants. "West Mount Vernon contains 630 inhabitants; East
Mount Vernon 275 inhabitants and IVaverly and fVasbin^onville are suburban
Bronxvillages, inhabited principally by mechanics and men doing business in New York.
ville, (p. V.,) on the line of Yonkers, is a k. r. station, and contains a manufactory of carriage
axles.
Tuckalioe (p. v.) is a r. r. station, near the marble quarries. Burpos Corners is
a small settlement on the n. border. Fleet^TOOd and Jacksonville are places projected

3 trustees.

tains 2 churches

;

ment

to 1,350 men, and turns out 80,000,000 to 90,000,000 of
bricks annually. The pressed brick made here are known in
market as "Croton fronts," and sell at from $8 to $9 per M.
There is a small firebrick manufactory at Peekskill, using clay

from N.
1

J.

Named from Jan

Peek.

—Benson's Mem. p. 36

;

Bolton's West

Chester, I, 62. The vicinity was called Sachus, or Sackhoes, by
the natives, and the stream, Magrigaries.
2
Among the manufactories are 6 iron foundories, chiefly engaged in the manufacture of stoves and plows, and giving employment to 300 men ; 2 machine shops, 2 tobacco factories, a
pistol and gun factory, tannery, and gin distillery.
3 Named
from the family of Verplancka, former owners.
This point lies opposite Stony Point; and upon it Fort La
was
erected during the Kevolution. King's Ferry, a
Fayette
part of an important military route, was between the two
fort
was captured by the enemy, under Sir Henry
The
points.
Clinton in person, June 1, 1779, but was abandoned Oct. 21 of
that year. Col. Livingston held command of this place in 1780,
at the time of Arnold's treason; and the headquarters of Gen.
here for some time. This locality was
Washington were located
"
called by the Indians Meanagh," and was sold to Stephanus Van
Cortlandt in 1683, with the lands E. called "Appamaghpogli." A
small creek N. was called " Tammoesis." The purchase was
conflrmed by patent, with a quitrent of 2 bushels of wheat.
About 1734 it was hold by John Lent, at an annual rent of one
Boltrm's Hist., 1, 94. The population mentioned
peppr-corn.

—

in the text
i
6

is

much

less in winter.

"

Formerly called Oillaberg Landing."
Named from Col. John P. Cruger, whose

estate, including

is adjacent.
"Boscohel" (the original name)
of Staiits Morris Dyckman.
* Cortlandt Bridge, across the mouth of Peekskill Creek, is
1,496 feet long. Upon the point at the mouth of the creek are
the remains of Fort Independence. During the Revolution two
British vessels were sunk opposite this point, and about 40 years
Bince several cannon were raised from them by diving bella.
I
By the Indians called Senasqua Neck, and long known as
Teller and Sarah his wife, first
''Tellers Point," from

Oscawana Island,
was the residence

Wm.

The sliip Vulture anchored opposite this point Sept.
with Andre's mission.
was built by Daniel Birdsall. in the vicinity
of the Middle Dock. Capt. Swim is said to have sailed the first
sloop from Pemart's Dock, in 1773. Bolton's Westchester, I, 62.
Many stirring events of the Revolution occurred in this vicinity, and the country suffered much from the enemy's incursions.
In March, 1777. Col. Bird landed with .500 men, and the
few Americans stationed here fired the storehouses and retired.
In Sept. 1777, the whole village was sacked and burned. Edmund Palmer, a tory spy, was hanged on Gallows Hill, 2 mi. N.
of the village ; and Daniel Strang, another spy from the enemy,
was executed on a pear tree near the present academy. John
Paulding, one of the captors of Andre, was a native of this village, and received from the State a farm in this town. His
remains repose in the Episcopal graveyard, 2 mi. N. of the village, where a neat monument was erected, at the expense of tin
corporation of New York, in 1827 and the work was completed
with imposing ceremonies Nov. 22 of that year. Gen. I'ierre
Van Cortlandt formerly resided 2 mi. N. of Peekskill and at
this place Gen. McDougal posted his advanced guard when the
enemy took possession of Peekskill in March, 1777. East of the
Van Cortlandt mansion stands St. Peter's Church, an old, diowners.

21. 1780,
8

The

first store

—

;

;

lapidated building, erected in 1767. The united parishes of St.
Peter's and St. Philip's were endowed by Col. Beverly Robinsou,
and the title was confirmed Mar. 27, 1794. The property has
been sold by order of the court of Chancery, and the avails
equally divided between the two churches.
4 Friends, 4 M. E., 3 Prot. E., 2 Presb., Bap., Wes. Meth.,
Prot. Meth., Ref Prot. D., and R. C.
" The Ten
"
10
Anciently called Hutchinsons." and afterward
Farms." Its present name was used as early as 1666. Bolton's

—

Westchester,

I,

120.

the Indians " Aquehung."
12
the Indians "Aqueanounck."
13 The marble is of the variety called dolomite.
The N. Y.
the City Hall at Brooklyn were built of this
and
Custom House
material. The Custom House at New Orleans is being coa"
11

Named by
Named by

structed of stone from these quarries.
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by

buildino' associations.

when

first settled

This town appears to have been a favorite residence of the natives and
The Indian title was acIt contained traces of former occupation.
;

by the whites

and 1700. Thos. Pell, the purchaser, granted It to
quired In 1654 and confirmed In 1654, 1666,
James Eustis and Philip Plnkuey, of Fairfield, Conn., and their associates. In 1665, 26 persons
The settlers were incorp. by patent,
sio-ned a covenant for the security of their mutual rights.'
March 9, 1666,^ and for many years were engaged in a controversy with "Westchester concerning
A house was fortified In Oct. 1675, as a place of refuge from Indians.
the bounds of their grant.
The first schoolhouse was agreed upon In 1683 and the site has ever since been occupied for this
celebrated for the interest it took
purpose. A townhouse was voted in 1685. East Chester was
The Cong, church of this town was formed in 1665 and a place of worship
in behalf of Leisler.*
was built about 1700.* The town suffered greatly in the Revolution, from its being the middle
ground between the opposing armies. A farm of 252^ acres was granted in this town to David
Williams, one of the captors of Andr6, June 16, 1783. He afterward removed to Schoharie co.,
;

;

where he

died.

CrREElVBlJRGII^—was

formed March

on the w. border of the co., s. of the
Hudson, and separated by narrow valseveral streams, the principal of which Is Neperhan or Sawmill Creek.
leys, through which flow
Hudson River forms the w. boundary, and Bronx River the e. The soil Is clay and sandy loam.
Several marble quarries are worked near the Hudson.
IIasting°s, (Hastings upon Hudson
a station on the H. R. R. R. and a steamboat landing, contains 2
p. 0.,) near the s. w. corner,
center.

Its surface is

much broken by

1788.

7,

It lies

hills parallel to the

churches, steam marble works, limekilns, and a limited number of manufactories. Pop. 1,135.
Ferry,® (p. v.,) a station on the H. R. R. R. and a landing on the river, contains 3

Dobbs

churches and 1,040 inhabitants. Irvill^on,'' (p. v.,) a station on the H. R. R. R. and a landing
on the river, contains 2 churches and 599 Inhabitants. Tarryto^Til,^ (P-v.,) on the n. border,
a steamboat landing and a station on the H. R. R. R., contains 4 churches, the Paulding Insti-'
Harts Corners, (Morlngville p. o.,) a station on the
tute, and about 3,000 Inhabitants.

Harlem R.

R., is a

hamlet;

Middletoivn

Is

a settlement below Tarrytown

;

Malls Cor-

ners,' a neighborhood in the n. part; AsJiford, a settlement 3 mi. below; Abbotsford,
The first
a locality near Dobbs Ferry; and Greenville, a neighborhood in the s. part.
Indian purchase was made in 1649. In 1062 Connecticut bought all the Indian lands w. to the
North River, and In 1681-82-84 Frederick Phllipse bought the lands now included in this and
other towns which, by Patent of 1693, were formed Into the Phllipsburgh Manor. In 1779 they
were forfeited by the attainder of Col. F. Phllipse and sold for small sums to the former tenants,'"
under a pre-emption clause in the general act of May 12, 1784, for the sale of confiscated estates.

The census

reports 6 churches In town.''

HARRISOj*'-—was
center of the

co., its n. e.

formed March

7,

1788.

1 Thos. and
Ricliard Shute, Nathaniel and John Tompkins,
Thos. and John A. Plnkney, Josfjih Joans, John and Moses
James
Eustis. Daniel Godwin, \Vm. Squire, David OsHoitt,
buin, John Godiiig, Samuel and John Drake, John and Moses
Jackson, Nathaniel White, Wm. Ilaidon, John Gay, Richard
Hoadley, Henry Fowler, John Emory, and John Clarke were
the signers of this agreement.
2
Philip Pinkney. James Eustis, and Wm.Haidon were named
in this patent and these "persons resigned their trust to the
inhabitants soon after.
3 BnUoivs
WestcheMer, 7, 135.
* The census
reports 8 churches in town ; 3 M. E., 2 Ref. Prot.
D.. Bap., R. C, and Univ.
6 In the Dutch
"Greinburgh," literally "Grain town." In
some early deeds it is called '• LawTence's Plantation ;" and by
:

the Indians, Weckquaskeck, Weckqunesqueeck.Wiequoeshook,

—

in pure Algonquin, Weic-quoes-guck, the place of the bark
Bolton's Hist Wistclieskr Co., /, p. 163. This town was
kettle.
inhabited by a powerful tribe of Indians known as the Wickquoes-quicks, called by the English Wickers Creeks; and until
the middle of the last century the natives were numerous.

—

A

blooded murder of an Indian was avenged 20 years afterhis nephew, in Sept. 1691. The Dutch attempted to
In Feb. 16-tl, the Mohawks
retaliate, but without success.
made a descent upon these Indians, who fled to the Dutch for
protection. The soldiers of the fort by night crossed to New Jersey, where the Indians had assembled, and wantonly butchered
nearly 100: and 30 were murdered at Corleais Hook. This
barbarity aroused 11 tribes to vindictive war. in which the Dutch
settlements around Fort Amsterdam were laid waste. A peace
was agreed upon April 22, 1G43, but was not fully established

ciild

ward by

for

many

years.

It is

an

interior town, near the e. border,

corner touching the line of Conn.

Its surface is generally level.

s.

of the

Blind

8 Named from a
family of this name who were early settlers
and kept a ferry. The first interview between Arnold and Andre
to have taken place here: but, for some reason, it did not.

was
The
had

British commissioners sent up to obtain Andre's release
their interview here with Gen. Greene. Gen. Washington
close of the war,
in 1783.

and Gov. Clinton here met Gen. Tarleton, at the
7

Named from Washington

stead,

"

Irving, whose quaint

Dutch home-

Side," is a short distance above. The village
called "Dearmans," or " Dearmans Landing."

Sunny

was formerly

8 From ''Tarwe," wheat:
and, by the natives, Alipconck, or
Place of Elms. By an act of May 1, 1786, a tract of 2 acres for
a burial place, 100 acres for a glebe to the Ref. Prot. D. church,
and 17 acres to the Prot. E. church, were confirmed. The village is pleasantly situated opposite the widest part of the Tappan Zee. The site of Andre's capture, marked by a handsopie
monument, dedicated Oct. 7, 1853, is about three-fourths of a
mi. N. E. from the station.
6 Near the Presb. church is the monument to Isaac Van
Wart,
one of the capturers of Major Andrfi,—erected by the citizens of
the CO., June. 1829.
10
Among these were families named Van Tassel, Van AVart,
Odell, JJa^vrence, Post, Archer, Hart, Acker, Dyckman, and
Requa.
11 2 M. E.. 2 Ref. Prot.
D., Prot. E., and Bap.
12 Sometimes called "Harrisons Precinct." or "The Purchase."
Prior to 177-1 it formed one of the six precincts of Rye Parish.
Bolton's Westche.tt^'r, I, 246. It was named from John Harrison,
who purchased it from the Indians Feb. 1, 1695, and confirmed
to Wm. NicoUs. John Harri.son, and others, June 25, 1696. It
was formed a separate precinct by act of March 9, 1774.

—
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e. boundary, and Maniaroneck Creek a
part of the w. Rj'e PomP lies
Mary's Pond on the w. The soil is a fertile, gravelly loam. Purchase,
in the n., is a hamlet,
containing 2 Friends' meeting houses. Harrisoo is a p. o. The first settlement commenced at aa early pei'iod. The census reports 2 Friends' meeting houses* in town.

Brook' forms a part of the

on the

N. border,

and

St.

WISBORO*—

1L,E
was formed March 7, 1788, as " Salem." Its name was changed to " South
Salem" April 6, 1806, and to its present name Feb. 13, 1840. A part of North Salem was annexed April 20, 1844. It lies on the e. border, near the n. e. corner, and forms the eastern angle
of the CO.
Its surface is much broken and in places mountainous.
Croton River forms its w.

boundary. Cross River flows through a small portion of the central southern part, Waccaback
Lake^ and North and South Ponds are in the n. part, and Cross Pond is on the line of Poundridge.
The soil is a clayey and sandy loam. Soutli Salem, (p. v.,) in the E. part, is a scattered village, containing a church

and 15 houses. Cross River,
and 20 houses. Goldens

churches, several manufactories,

(p. v.,)

in the

Bridge

s.

corner, contains 2

(p.o.) is a station

on the

Harlem R. R.

Tlsta,

in the

Settlement was commenced under the authority of Connecticut, at an early period.
There are 7 churches in town.'

s.

part.

(p. o.,) in the

s. e.

corner,

is

a small settlement.

L<e\Tisboro

(p. o.) is

This region was the scene of several Revolutionary incidents.®

MAMAROIVECK.^—was

March 7, 1788. It lies upon L. I. Sound, in
broken by low ridges of gneiss, generally extending n. and
s.
Mamaroneck Creek, forming the e.. boundary, and its tributary, Sheldrake Creek, are the principal streams. The coast is deeply indented by several bays, which divide it into numerous peninthe

s.

E. pai-t

of the co.

and headlands.

recognized as a town

Its surface is

Mamaroneck,

(p. v.,) near the head of Mamaroneck Bay, is partly in
2 churches, (Prot. E. and M. E.,) and several manufactories not at present in
Orienta,^ T¥^asliin^on\ ille, Cliats^vortli,'" and Hickory Grove are

sulas

It contains

Rye.

operation.
H.ellogg's^ ille, on the line of
Rochelle, has an
village plats and prospective villages.
extensive tide mill. The Indian title was obtained in 1640 and in 1662. John Richbell received

New

a ground brief from the Dutch, and letters patent from Gov. Lovelace, Oct. 16, 1668, to three necka
of land, at a quitrent of 8 bushels of winter wheat.
In 1700 Caleb Heathcote acquired title to
most of the eastern neck, with other lands, which was confirmed March 21, 1701.
portion
descended in marriage to James De Lancey, afterward Governor of the colony, and ancestor of the

A

present Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese of Western New York. Settlement began about 1660 and
the village of Mamaroneck is one of the most ancient in the co. The town records date back to
;

1697 they were suspended from April, 1776, to April, 1785. During this period numerous events
of historical interest occurred in this town. The day before the battle of White Plains, Col. Small;

wood
Hill.

surprised and cut oif a large body of the enemy under Major Rogers, stationed upon Nelson
Col. White, of the Continental army, was overtaken near this place by Lieut. Hickford, and

some

thirty stragglers,

who had taken

refuge upon the

ice,

were

MORRIS AIVIA" —was formed from West Farms, Dec. 7,

killed.

1855.

It is the

s.

w. corner town of

River, contiguous to New York. Its surface is broken by several low
Most of its surface is occupied by village plats laid out since the
s.
ridges
extension of railways, and is inhabited by persons doing business in New York. Morrisania,
(p. V.,) a R.R. station, in the n. e. corner, contains the St. Joseph's Ursuline Conveat, an academy
the

and

Harlem
which extend n. and

CO.,

lying upon

free school,

and 2,587 inhabitants.

Mott Haven,

by the Indians Mockquams.
This pond covers 210 acres, and abounds in pickerel. It
discharges into Bronx River; and it was at one time proposed to
take this water to supply New York City.
8 One of these was built before the
Revolution, and was used
by the Americans during the war as a hospital.
1 Named from John
Lewis, a prominent citizen. Its northern
part formed a portion of Cortlandt Manor; and on its division
in 1734 the part in this town fell to the share of Stephen Van
Skinner.
Cortlandt, Gertrude Beeekman, Margaret Boyd, and
See p. 269.
Its eastern part is included in the Oblong.
5 This lake covers 212 acres, and. with the adjacent ponds, is
fed by springs and rivulets from Great Long Pond Mountain.
Beavers inhabited its shores as late as 1837.
6
Maj. Andre was conducted to the headquarters of Col.
Jameson, in North Castle, and thence, in charge of Maj. Tallmadge, to Col. Sheldon's quarters, in this town. From this place
he addressed Gen. Washington, disclosing his true name and
rank. The house where he was detained is still preserved.
T 2 M.
E., Meth. I'rot., Prot. E., I'resb., Bap., and Friends.
8 Pronounced both Mam-a-ro'ncck and Jlamar'o-neck.
The
latter is more generally used, and is often contracted to " Mor1

2

Called

(p. v., )'^

opposite Harlem, contains 2

neck'' or " Mar-neck," in

common speech. It has been variously
written Momoronack, Mamarinck, Merinack, and Momoronuck.
It has been by some supposed to signify '• the place of rolling
stones."
Bolton's Wi^stcliester, I, 282.
There was an Indian
chief of this name, who resided upon the Croton.
" Great
" Mamaroneck
8
Point,"
Formerly called
Neck," and
"De Lanceys Neck." The eastern part of this neck is called
Seamans Point, from Giles Seaman, former owner. The natives

—

it Waumainuck.
The modern name "Edgewater" haa
been applied to this place. The western part is called "Long
Beach Point."
10 Near this
place is a rocking stone, estimated to weigh 150
tons, which may be moved by the hand.
11 A town of this name was formed March
7, 1788, and annexed
to Westchester Feb. 22, 1791. It was named in honor of Gouverneur Morris, whose estate was situated in the town.
12 Named from Jordan L.
Mott, principal founder of the works.
Steel works have been erected near the rail road bridge. By
act of March 31. 1790. Lewis Morris was allowed to build a toll
bridge at this place across Harlem River. He assigned his right
to John B. Coles, who was allowed, March 24, 179.1, to build a
dam in Harlom River, with locks, and liability for damages.

called
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Port 3Iorris,^ upon the Sound, has
churches, an extensive iron foundery, and 843 inhabitants.
a harbor of 60 ft. depth and it is proposed to land vessels here that draw too ranch water to enter
;

New York

Harbor.

A

branch of the Harlem E. R. 2^ mi. long connects this place with Melrose.

ITilton, Old 3Iorrlsania, East 3Iorrisaiiia, TVest 3Iorrisania, Soutli Melrose, East Melrose, Eltona, If oodstock, Clareuiont, and Higb Bridg^eville,
are suburban village plats. A tract known as Broncks Land,- granted by Gov. NicoU to Jonas
Broncks, was sold to Richard Morris in 1668; and on May 9, 1697, Lewis Morris obtained a patent
Prior to the Revolution
township or Manor of Morrisania, with a quitrent of 6 shillings.

for the

formed one of the precincts of Westchester parish. Early in the war a division of the American
stationed here
but after the disasters of Long Island it retired northward, and British
were
but
not without annoyance from partisan corps. The dwellings at Morthere,
posted
troops
risania were burned the same day as was the courthouse at White Plains.
it

army was

;

MOriVT PL.EASA3JT—was

formed March 7, 1788. Ossining was taken off in 1845. It
upon the Hudson, near the center of the w. border of the co. Its surface is broken by high
Bronx River forms the E.
ridges, the principal of which are Buttermilk and Chappaqua Hills.
boundary and Neperhan and Pocantico Rivers flow obliquely across the town. The soil is a
clayey and sandy loam, well adapted to cultivation. There are several marble quarries in town.^
Pleasantville,* (p. v.,) near the n. line, contains 2 churches and 358 inhabitants. ITnionlies

;

BeekVllle, (Neperhan p. o.,) a station upon the Harlem R. R. contains 97 inhabitants.
Uiaiito'Wn, on Pocantico River, in the s. w. part of the town, is a suburb of Tarrytown. It contains 5 churches, the Irving and Tarrytown Institutes, and about 1,500 inhabitants.
Sleepy
HoUoi:!',^ I'pper Cross Roads, and L.ower Cross Roads are hamlets. This town
was included in the Manor of Philipsburgh, granted to Frederick Philipse and by his will, dated
Dec. 9, 1702, he granted to his son Adolph the portion of the manor n. of Dobbs Ferry, including
this town.
The title descended to his son Frederick, and was forfeited by the attainder of a son
of the latter of the same name in 1779.
One of the principal grantees under the State was
Gerard G. Beeckman. INIany Revolutionary associations are connected with this town; and several
:

encounters took place within

its limits.

The census

reports 6 churches in town.'

IVETV CASTEE^—was formed from North Castle, March 18, 1791. A part of Somers was
May 12, 1846. It is an interior town, lying n. of the center of the co. Its surface is
much broken by hills having a general course a little e. of n., the principal of which are Mount
annexed

Prospect and the Chappaqua Hills, terminating in Mount Kisko. The Neperhan, Bronx, and PoUpon the borders are Chappaqua, Wampas,* and Kirby Ponds,
and Croton Lake. Chappaqua Sulphur Springs, 4 mi, n. e. from Sing Sing, have acquired a local
cantico Rivers rise in this town.

a gravelly clay and sandy loam. Mount Hisko (p. o.) is a small village
on the line of Bedford. lHew Castle (p. o.) is a small scattered village,
upon Kirby Pond, near the line of Bedford. Chappaqua^ (p-o.) is a r. r. station, near the
s. line.
Sarlesville is a hamlet, near the center of the town and here the town business is
generally transacted. This town was included within Richbell's purchase of 1660, and, with other
It
lands, was sold to Caleb Heathcote, and was patented to him and 10 associates^" Feb. 14, 1701.

notoriety.

and

R. R.

The

soil is

station,

;

was afterward known as the "West Patent of Northcastle," or simply "West Patent." Settlement began about 1720, or a little earlier. At the time of the Revolution it formed one of the
It was greatly annoyed by sudden incursions of plundering parties and
precincts of Rye parish.
St. George's church was for a long time occupied as a guardhouse and hospital by the Continental
The census reports 5 churches in tovra.'^
troops.
;

IVEff
the

s.

ROCHEEEE —was recognized as a town March

part of the

co.,

and extends northward in a

The bridge

at Harlem leading to Mott Haven is now free, the
charter of its former owners having expired in 1858. The bridge
known
as Macomb's Bridge is removed, and is about
formerly

being rebuilt.
1 Sometimes called "
Morrlsport." Named from Gouvemeur
Morris, the principal owner. ' Called by the natives Kanachque.
8 The New Orleans Custom House was built of marble from a
quarry in the N. E. part of this town.
"
*
Formerly called darks Comers."
6
Sleepy Hollow is noted for being the scene of one of Irving's
celebrated legends. The Dutch church at this place was formed

long,

7,

1788.

It lies

narrow

strip.

The

in

moderately

—

qua.
10

These patentees were Kobt. Walters, Leigh Atwood, Corne-

lius Depeyster, Caleb Heathcote, Matthew Clarkson, John Caldwell, Richard Slater, Lancaster Simes, Kobt. Lusting, and Barne
Cosens. It was settled by families named Ward, Concklin,

in 1697, and the edifice erected in 1699. The communion table
and service plate, originally given by the first lord of the manor,

Van

Quinly, and Merrith.

presei-ved.

is

« 2 Ref. Prot.
D., M. E., Prim. Metb., Prot. E., and E. C.
7 Called
by the Indians Shappaqua, said to signify "avegetablo
root." Bolton's Westcliester, I, 361.
8 Named from the
sachem, chief proprietor of these lands in
1696, whose residence is said to have been near.
9 Pronounced
Shfip-pa^Kjuaw. It is sometimes written Chape-

are

still

upon the Sound,

surface

Hyatt, Underbill, Haight, Carpenter, Green, Kirby, Davenport,
Tassel, Griffen, Tompkins. Kipp, Secor, Brady, Rejiiolds,
" 2 M. E., 2 Friends, and Prot. E.
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some parts stony. Davenports Xeck,' a peninsula containing 200 acres, and several
Sound, belong to this town.- Crystal Lake, E. of the village, is chiefly celebrated for its ice, large quantities of which are annually " harvested." The soil is fertile and
peculiarly adapted to fruit raising.' IVe^v Roclielle, (p. v.,) upon an estuary from the Sound,

uneven and

in

fine islands in the

was incorp. Oct. 5, 1857. It contains 6 churches, several private
and about 2,000 inhabitants. A portion of the village and the lands surrounding it are
occupied by elegant villas and country residences of persons doing business in New York. The
steamboat landing is a half mile s. w. of the village, on a small island connected with the main land
by a stone causeway. The village is a station on the N. Y. & N. II. R. R. Beechwood Cemetery,
in the e. part of the town,

schools,

West

liew Roclielle, Petersville,*
incorp. Jan. 30, 1854, lies a mile w. of the village.
are scattered villages, mostly inhabited by Germans.
This town
and tipper Xe^v
was embraced in the Manor of Pelham, and was sold by John Pell, Sept. 20, 1689, to Jacob Leisler,

Rochelle

company of French Huguenots. These people are said to have been
brought over in one of the king's ships, and to have landed on the N. e. part of Davenports Neck,
then called "Bauffets" or "Bounfoys Point."^ They mostly purchased under Leisler in 1690.
There were 23 freeholders in town in 1708. The tovra records commence Nov. 1, 1699, and until 1735
were kept partly in French. They were suspended from April 2, 1770, to June 24, 1783. A
French church was organized in 1689, and in 1709 most of the members conformed to the Episfor the settlement of a

copal faith; and this denomination are now owners of property given by Pell. The Presbyterians
also claim succession from the first French church, a part of the members of which did not
conform.®

]VORTa CASTL.E'— was formed

IMarch

7,

1788.

New

Castle

was taken

ofi"

in 1791.

It

occupies a long, narrow strip on the e. border of the co., adjoining Stamford and Greenwich, Conn.
It is drained by Maharness,
Its surface is much broken by hills,* particularly in the w. part.

Byram, and Bronx Rivers and their branches. Rye Pond lies on the s. border; Byram Pond on the
Bedford and Wampus Pond on the line of New Castle. Cobamong Pond, a mile e. of
Byram Pond, has no inlet and is very deep. The soil is clay and sandy loam. JVortli Castle
Arnionk,^ (p. v.,) near the center, contains 3
(p. V.) contains a church and a few houses.
churches, a woolen factory, and 20 houses. Kensico,^" (p. v.,) in the s. part, contains several
manufactories and 103 inhabitants. Quarter Station is on the N. H. R. R., in the extreme s.
The first settlements commenced at a very early period." The census reports 7 churches in
part.
line of

;

tovm.^^

WORTH SAI.EIII"—was formed March

A part was annexed

to Lewisboro in 1844.
summits rising 100 to 300 ft. above
Croton River forms the w. boundary. Titicus'* River, a principal branch of the Crothe valleys.
The valley of this stream varies in width from
ton, flows w. from Conn, through near the center.
J mi. to \^ mi., and is bordered by steep hills. Peach Pond, on the n. border, covers 400 acres.
It is the N. e. corner

town of the

co.

7,

1
Formerly "-Layhrs" (" Leslies") and "Lecourts" Neck. Bought
in 1786 by Newberry Davenport, and since owned by the Davenport family.
8 Davids or Hewletts Island.
Named from Thaddeus Davids,

the owner. It contains about 100 acres, and is fitted up for picnic and pleasure parties. Steamboat excursions are occasionally
made thither from the city. Goat, Marketts, Whortleberry,
Locust, and Van Cleese Islands also belong to this town. Burdens Point, on Davenport Neck, is also a place of resort.
8 From 12 to 20 acres are devoted to
raising blackberries,
" New Rochelle or Lawton
chiefly the variety known as the
blackberry," originally a seedling from the fields, which has
proved of much value. There are also extensive nurseries in
town.
*
Formerly called "New Jerusalem."
6 The
purchase included 6,000 acres, to which Pell added 100
acres for the use of the French church. Among the refugees
were Francis Le Count, David De Bonrepas, Alexis Allaire, Harvey Beignon, Esaye Valleau, Andrew Tliaunet, David Bonnefoy,
Louis Guion, Pierre Das, Pierre Palcot, Andrew Naudin and
sons Andrew and Louis, Theophile and Chas. Fourrestier, Ambroise Sycard and sons Ambroise, Daniel, and Jacques, Guillaume Laudrie, G. Latteneau, Isaaq Caillard, Marie Cothonneau and her son Guillaurae, Jean Newfuille, Estersie Lavigne,
and Jean Constant. Thos. Paine, author of "Common Sense,"
died in this town in 1S09, and his remains were taken to England by Cobbett in 1819. His admirers have erected a monument over the spot where he was interred.
6 There are now 8 churches in town
3 M. E., Prot. E., Presb.,
Bap.. Af. Meth., and R. C.
7
Formerly "White Fields,^' and afterward designated the
"Liberty of Ncnih Castle."

—

;

1788.

Its surface is hilly, the

8

is

Mt. Misery, in the

8. E.

angle, 200 to 300

named from the fact that a large party
here by the Huguenots, in ret<aliation

off

New

Rochelle.

—

Bfiltmi's

Wedchester.,

I,

ft. above the valley,
of Indians were cut
for a descent upon

p. 447.

9

Formerly "Mill Sgimre," and still often called by that name.
Formerly "Rohhins Mlills."
11 The Indian title to this town was obtained
by Caleb Heatli
cote and others between 1660 and 1705, and confirmed by .several
Of
these
the
"Middle
patents.
Patent," embracing 1,600 acrea,
was granted Feb. 17, 1701-02, and the w. portion was confirmecl
to Anne Bridges and her associates Sept. 25, 1708. A partition
of the Middle and West Patents took place June 2.3. 1766. Thn
allotments were balloted for and sold to numerous persons,
10

whom many named Brund.'ige, Griffin, Lockland, .''illick, ScoClapp, and others are descendants. Bolton's iValchester,
p. 455.
Major Andrfi immediately after his arrest was sent to Col
Jameson, stationed in this town; and from here he was allowed, through the inadvertence of that officer, to notify Arnold
of his arrest.
12 3 M.
E., 3 Prot. E., and Friends.
of

field,

—

I,

13 This town was
mostly purchased by Stephen Van Cortlan*
and was embraced within the bounds of his manor. The E. part,
within the Oblong, was purchased in 1708 by .Tohn Belden,
Sam'l Keeler, Matthew Seymour, Matthias St. John, and other
inhabitants of Norwalk, Conn. Upon the division of the Manor
of Cortlandt in 1734, this town fell to the share of Andrew Miller, John Schuyler, and Stephen De Lancey.
1* Otherwise called Mutighticoss.
The name in the text pei
haps has been changed from tliis, and ia said to have been dochief.
rived from an Indian
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Beaver Pond

a small sheet of water near the n. line.

The soil is better adapted to grazing than
IVorth Salein,^ (p. v.,) in the e. part,
contains 2 churches, a paper mill, and 30 houses. Haleui Ceiiter,^
(p. o.,) a hamlet, is the seat
of the North Salem Academy .» Purdys Station,
(p. o.,) on the Harlem R. R., on the vr. border,
is

Turkey Hill

to grain raising.

lies in

the

s.

w. part.

contains 2 churches and a small woolen factory. Croton Falls,
(p. o.,) in the n. w. corner,
Harlem R. R. The first settlement commenced at a very early period,

station on the

immigrants from Conn,

OSSIWIJVG^—was
the center of the co.
river.

a

is

mostly by

The census reports 7 churches
formed from Mount Pleasant,

in town.*

May

2,

1845.

It lies

upon the Hudson,

n. of

Its surface is

Prospect Hill

is

mostly a hilly upland, the ridges extending parallel to the
a commanding eminence on the s. line of the town. Pocantico River forms

Marble

is
extensively quarried, and traces of several metals have been found.*
a productive, gravelly and
clayey loam. Sing Sing, (p. v.,) upon the Hudson, near
the center of the w. border of the town, was
incorp. April 2, 1813. It is beautifully situated upon
ground gradually rising from the river to the height of 180 ft., and at most points affording fine
views of Tappan Bay and the opposite shore of the Hudson. It contains 4 churches, the Mount
Pleasant Academy,'' a female seminary, and several other popular female schools. Pop. about

its E.

The

boundary.

soil is

This village is chiefly noted for being the seat of one of the N. Y. State prisons. The prison
erected at this place in 1825, with a view of employing the convict labor upon the marble
It receives convicts from certain southern and eastern counties, as
quarries.
specified by statute.^

3,500.

was

Prospect
Sing, and

Ilill^

is

Sparta,

a scattered settlement along the s. border. Spring Valley,
of Sing Sing, are hamlets. This town was included in the

e.

of Sing

Manor

of
Philipsburgh, and was settled by the Dutch previous to the commencement of the last century.
The lands were forfeited by the attainder of Frederict Philipse during the Revolution.'" The
s.

church was organized at a very early period, but the exact date is lost." The Dale CemeSing Sing, was incorporated January 14, 1851.

first

tery, containing 47 acres, ^ mi. n. of

PEL.IIAM''^
CO.,

on the

e.

—was formed March

border,

and

it

7, 1788. It lies on Long Island Sound, in the s. part of the
embraces several islands in Long Island Sound.'^ Pelliam Neck^ * is a

peninsula extending into the Sound

;
upon it are several elegant country seats. Its surface is unIlutchinsons Creek'^ forms the w. boundary. The soil is
dulating, the valleys ranging n. and s.
mostly of an excellent quality of sandy and gravelly loam. Pellianiville, near the n. angle

1

A

colonnade of the Ionic order across the end fronting the river.
It was built in 18.35—40, and receives female convicts sentenced
to State prison from every co. in the State: it contains 116 cells.
By an act of April 18. 1859, the Inspectors of State Prisons were
directed to sell such of the premises at this place as are not required for prison purposes, at a price not less than S250 per acre,
and to appropriate the moneys thus received to building and repairing such works at the prison as they may deem proper.
Several large file factories are located at Sing Sing.
'^
^Formerly known as Long Hill."

granite boulder, weighing 60 tons or over, lies in this vil-

lage, supported about 3 ft. from the ground upon the points of
5 smaller limestone rocks. There is a chalybeate spring near

the village.
2 About a half mile w. of the
Tillage is a natural bridge.
3 This
academy was erected between 1770 and '76 by Stephen
De Laneey for a residence, but was not used as such, and in 1786
it was purchased for its
present use. It was incorp. Feb. 19, 1700.
Among its students have been Danl D. Tompkins, Col. N. V. Tallmadge and brother, Hon. James Kent, and several other
prominent citizens. Its patronage at present is small.
* 2 M.
E.. Presb., Bap., Prot. E., Union, and Frionds.

10 Families named
Ward, Orser, Crank, Bazelle, Acker. Purdy,
Merritt, McCord, Bishop, Balyeas, Storm. Jones, Millet, and
under
the Commissioners of Forfeiture.
Ryder, purchased
11 There are 6 churches in town
3 Prot. E., Bap., M. E., and
;

^

Originally called '^Ossinsing." It name was changed March
The proper Indian name is said to signify " stone upon
14, 1846.
stone." and has been written SinSing, and Sink-Sink. A powerful clan of Mohegans of this name inhabited this region when it
was first known to the whites.
Small specimens
with several ores of copper, have
of_galena,
been obtained. Sulphuret of zinc and oxyd of manganese are
occasionally found in the lime rock. ' See pp. 745, 746.
9 This
prison was erected by the convicts themselves, 100 of

whom

were sent from Auburn Prison for that
the charge of Capt. Elam Lynds, who had chiefly directed the
building of the Auburn Prison. Tlie novel spectacle was exhibited on the 14th of Jlay, IS'25, of the arrival of this baud on
the open ground which was to be the theater of operations,
without a place to receive or even a wall to inclose them. * * *
The first day snfBced to erect a temporary barrack for shelter
at night; and ever after they continued in unpausing labor,
watched by a small number of guards, but held under perpetual government of their accustomed discipline and submission to the power whose vigilant eye and unrelaxing hand they
felt to be perpetually upon them and- around them.
Introdioc-

—

N. ¥.. p. 186.
The Hudson River R. R. crosses the prison grounds under
two broad arches with an intervening walled space. The male
prison is 484 by 44 ft. and 5 stories high, and has 1,000 cells.
The w. yard is inclosed by 2 buildings 40 ft. wide, 2 stories high,
extending from the main prison to the river, and occupied by
kitchens, hospital, chapel, and shops. The yard thus formed is
492 by 412 ft., and has a range of shops 40 ft. wide, parallel to
the main prison. There are also workshops on the E. The
female prison, upon the same premises, but under separate
management, is built of rough marble taken from the State
quarriea. It stands on an elevated site, e. of the R. e., with a
iion to Nat. Hist.

Presb.

12 Named from Thos. Pell, of
Fairfield, Conn. A purchase was
made of the Indians by Mr. Pell, Nov. 14, 1654; and most of
this was confirmed to him by Gov. Nicoll, Oct. 6, 1666. The
Pelham
quitrent reserved in this grant was a lamb annually.
Manor originally embraced 9,166 acres, and was confirmed by
Gov. Dongan. Oct. 25. 1687. tn .John Pell, nephew of the first
purpose under purchaser. This town is mostly owned by a few wealthy pro-

and, except Scarsdale, is the least populous in the co.
Several acres of berries are cultivated for the city market.

priet(5rs,

Pelham Bridge connects the town with East Chester,
"
13 The
principal of these is City Island," formerly "Minnef'/rd Island." or ''Midhrriy Island." Its present name is derived

—

I

I

from commercial establishments projected at an e^rly colonial
period and renewed subsequent to the Revolution. It was
supposed that the India trade could be carried on from this
place with peculiar advantage.

It is

now

principally occupied

by oystermen.
Harts Island, or "Sprdack Island," has an area of 85 acres.
Hunters Island, belonging to the estate of E, Desbrosses Hunter, has an area of 250 acres, and was formerly connected with
the mainland by a stone causeway and bridge. High Island
lies near the s. point of Pelham Neck.
1*
Formerly "-Anne Hooks A'^ick," from an Indian owner ; and
afterward "Sodmans Nfck." It was a favorite place for Indian

sepulture; and traces of graves are still seen. A ferry
tablished to Hempstead Harbor and to Matagarisons
1755. by Samuel Rodman.

was

es-

Bay

in

Named from Mrs. Anne Hutchinson, the first settler. Its
Indian name was Acquoaliounck, from a term descriptive of the
15

red cedar

tree.

—Bolton's

Westchester, I, p. 542.
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*f the tovrn, is a ncw^y surveyed village and station on the N. Y. & N. H. R. R. Pelhaiu is a
Prospect Hill is a locality near the center. Pelliaiil Priory^
p. 0. on the e. border.
the seat of a young ladies' seminary, established by the late Rev. Robert Bolton and conducted
by his daughters. A settlement was made in this town in 1642,^ by Mrs. Anne Hutchinson, who
was driven from Massachusetts on account of her religious belief. There is 1 church (Prot. E.)
is

in town.

POFXDiifDGE'— was

formed March 7, 1788. It lies in the e. part of the co., its s. line
Canaan, Conn. Its surface is hilly and much broken. The Stony
Hills occupy the N. part and extend 3 or 4 mi. in a x. e. direction, with steep, craggy sides and
rocky summits. Cross River flows through the extreme n. corner, Stamford Mill River flows s.
through the e. part, and Maharness River forms a part of the s. w. boundary. Cross Pond is on
the E. line. The soil is a gravelly loam.
Poundrld^e, (p. o.,) near the center, is a small
BoutontOAVn is a hamlet, in the n. corner. The first settlement
settlement with 2 churches.

New

bordering on Stamford and

commenced Bear the center of the town,
Stamford, Conn.

in 1744,

There are 3 churches in town

;

by
M.

Capt. Joseph

Lockwood and
and Presb.

associates,

from

E., Prot. Meth.,

RYE —

*
was formed March 7, 1788. It lies on the e. border of the s. part of the co. It is a
narrow, irregular strip, bordering on the Sound and Greenwich, Conn. Its surface is broken and
rocky. Byram River* forrns a small part of the e. boundary, and Blind Brook a part of the w.
The soil is chiefly clay. There are quarries of hard, blue granite in town. Along the coast are

The mirage is frequently seen upon the coast, bringing to view the shore
Rj'e, (p. v.,) a station on the N. Y. & N. 11. R. R.,
great distinctness.
contains 3 churches, a private seminary, and 300 inhabitants. Milton, in the s. part, is a
Port
is a place of resort during the hot season.
hamlet, with 1 church.
several small islands.®

Long Island with

of

Ryebeach

& N. H. R. R., contains 5 churches, several private
Kiiigstreet is a fine agriculseminaries, extensive manufactories,'' and 1,695 inhabitants.
The first settlement was commenced
tural district, extending nearly 7 miles n. of Port Chester.

Chester,

(p. v.,)

a station on the N. Y.

on Manursing Island.*

The census

reports 9 churches in town.'

SCARSDAIiE^"—was

formed March 7, 1788. It lies in the interior of the s. part of the co.
Bronx River forms the w. boundary, and the e. angle
Its surface is broken by ridges and hills.
borders on the Mamaroneck. Hutchinson and Sheldrake Creeks rise in this tovrn. The soil is a
Scarsis the least populous town in the co.
clayey and sandy loam. It has no villages, and
on
houses.
Scarsdale
and
a
few
a
church
contains
in
the
w.
Station,
part,
dale, (p. 0.,)
In the s. corner of the town is a Friends
the Harlem R. R., is on the w. border of the town.
the Revolution. Gov. Tompkins was a
meeting house, on a site used for that purpose long before
native of this town and Chief Justice Morris and Maj. Wm. Popham for many years clerk of
The census reports 2 churches in town Prot. E. and
the Court of Exchequer resided here.
;

—

—

;

Friends.
"
formed March 7, 1788, as Steplieniown." Its name was changed April 6,
annexed to New Castle In 1846. It lies on the n. border of the co., near the

SOMERS"—was
1808.

1

Upon

A part was
these 'premises

is

a rocking stone weighing about 20

2 This settlement was soon after broken up by the Indians,
who killed 18 persons, including the founder.
8 Named from the ancient Indian pound, or deer trap, which

vilformerly stood at the foot of a high ridge s. of the present
town was embraced
lage.— B«Wore's Westchester, II, p. 1. This
in Turner's Purchase of 1640, and once formed part of Stamford,
Conn. The Patent of Stamford, granted May 26, 1685, included
a portion of this town. In the settlement of boundaries in 1731,
four miles were taken from Conn. A grant was made March 2,
Corne1701, to P.obert Walters. John Cholwell, Leigh Atwood,
lius De Peyster, Richard Slater, Earne Cosens, Lancaster Symcs,
Matthew Clarkson, Robert Lurting, Peter Matthews, and "Caleb
Ileathcote. This grant was subsequently known as the East
"
Patent." It was sold Aug. 7, 1766, under an act for the more
Families
effectual collecting of his Majesty's quitrents."
named Lockwood, Ambler, Forsher, Bishop, Ferris, Hoyt, IloUey,
Brown, fillick, and Scofield were purchasers under tliis sale.
Until 1775 the town formed one of the precincts of Rye. In
1821. 900 acres were sold to satisfy the State claim to quitrents
in the East Patent.
* Called by the Indians " Poningoe."
"
B Called
The meadows bordering
by the Indians Armonck."
'•
Miosehassaky."
it were called "Ilaseco"' and
" Minnewies," or
6
tlie
Indians
called
Pine,
by
Manursing,
HenUawk, Great, Middle, and Little Captains Islands.

7 These consist of a foundery, edge tool, bolt, strew,
factory, tide gristmill, and a last and shoe factory.

and rod

This island was bought by the Dutch W. I. Company, who
sold it .lune 29, 1660, to John Coe, Peter Disbrow, and Thos.
Studwell. The proprietors proposed to name the place Hastings,
and issued a declaration of allegiance to the king, to which
was annexed a description of their proposed town, embracing
the country between Byram Kiver and Blind Brook. Upon the
final annexation to New York it was formed into a market
town, with the privilege of holding a fair of four days, beginsessions were
ning on the 2d day of October. Courts of special
also held here. The Dutch made the first Indian purchase in this
were afterward made.
region, in 1640; and numerous conveyances
By the agreement of 1660, tliis town was included in Coun. In
In 1696 it was again
1683 it was assigned to New York.
claimed by Conn.: and the present line was fully settled May
The charter of Kve was granted Aug. 12, 1720.
14. 17.30.
9 3 M.
and R. C.
E., 2 Prot. E., 2 Presb., Af. Meth.,
10 Named from Scarsdale, in England, whence the Heathcote family came. In colonial times this town formed part of
8

the

manor

of Scarsdale.

,

„

.

and gallant
11 Named from
Capt. Richard•' Somers,the intrepid
Stephentmvn'' was named from
hero of the Tripolitan War.
to 178S, it formed part of the
Stephen Van Cortlandt. Prior
Manor and under the
township of Hanover, within Cortlandt
natives it formed part of the t.-rritory of Amapogh. or Amma;

v.a.lk.— Bolton's Westchester,

45

II,

p. ISl.
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in other parts it spreads out into level plains.
Its surface is broken by ridges in the s.
Croton River forms the s. e. boundary. Muscoot River^ and Plum Brook flovr s. through the tovrn
Croton Lake, the fountain head of the Croton Water AVorks, lies in the
into Croton River.
The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam. Somers, (p. v.,)
s. w. corner, extending into Yorktown.
in the n. e. part, contains 2 churches, a bank, and 20 houses.^
Croton Falls, (p. v.,) in the
N. E. corner, on the line of North Salem, is a small village and station on the Harlem R. R. It has
center.

;

a good tvater-power.

manor

"West Soiuers

(p. o.) is

a hamlet.

This town, in the allotment of the

Margaret Bayard, Philip and Stephen Van Cortlandt,
The census
Miller, Stephen De Lancey, and Mrs. Susannah Warren.

in 1734, fell to the share of Mrs.

Andrew Johnston,

reports 5 churches in town.*

"W'ESTCHESTER*—was

organized as a town, Nov. 7, 1788. West Farms was taken off in
on the Sound, in the extreme s. part of the co. It is bounded on the w. by Bronx
River, and on the s. and e. by the Sound. Its surface is generally low and flat along the coast and
Several bays and estuaries extend far inland and divide the land into
rolling further inland.
peveral peninsulas and necks.
The principal of the latter are Classons Point,^ between Bronx and
Westchester Rivers Zeregors Point, next e. and Throggs Neck,^ a long and narrow promontory
extending s. e. into the Sound. About 2,500 acres along Westchester River is a salt meadow, a
portion of which is held as public property and managed by 3 trustees. The people are principally engaged in gardening and fruit growing. Westchester, (p. v.,) at the head of navigation on Westchester Creek, is a scattered village of about 1,000 inhabitants. Bronxdale,
on the line of West Farms, has an extensive tape factory, a dye and bleach works, and about 400
1846.

It lies

;

;

Schuylerville, upon Throggs Neck, is a scattered village of 300 inhabitants.
Integrity, near Bronxdale, has a tape factory. Coiinersville, fl'akefield, Centerville, and Unionport are modern villages. Fort Scliuyler, upon the extremity of Throggs
inhal)itants.

Neck, was begun in 1833 and in 1851 $848,013 had been expended upon it. The estimated cost of
construction and repairs was then $873,013.' The first settlement on Throggs Neck was made in
1642, by John Throckmorton and 35 associates, from New England, with the consent of the Dutch.
The Indian title to the land was extinguished in 1643, by the Dutch, and a land brief was granted
in that year, and another in 1652. The English began a settlement at Westchester^ in 1642; but
the Dutch, considering them intruders, arrested several of them, and in 1656 they surrendered
themselves to the Dutch Government. The settlement was claimed by Conn, in 1603 but the
next year it came under the government of the Duke of York. A patent was granted by Gov.
A market was established at WestNicoll, Feb. 13, 1667, and by Gov. Dongan, Jan. 6, 1686.
chester, May 11, 1693, to be held weekly; and the same year an annual fair was established, to
meet alternately at this place and Rye. It was made a borough town April 16, 1690, with mayor,
"
aldermen, and common council,
according to the form of the best governed towns and corporations of the realm of England," and the right of holding a mayor's court, and a representation by
one delegate in General Assembly. The De Lancey family, prominent officials under the Colonial
Government, and loyalists of the Revolution, resided in this town. The first church (Cong.) was
formed soon after the arrival of the first settlers.^
;

;

WEST FARMS —was formed from Westchester, May 13,

1846. Morrisania was taken off in
in
Sound
and
Harlem
the
s.
River,
upon
part of the co. The surface is
along
Bronx River forms its e. boundary, and Sawmill Brook
rolling, the ridges -extending n. and s.
flows through the center. Its soil is a gravelly and sandy loam, rendered very productive by scientific farming.
"West Farms, (p. V.,) a large village at the head of navigation on Bronx River,
1855.

It lies

the

1 This river is said to
discharge 3,628,800 gallons of water per
day.
2 Ilachaliah
Bailey, of Somers, about 1815 imported the first
"Old Bet" with
elephant brought into the United States.
other animals soon after
imported formed tlie first traveling menagerie in the country, with which Van Amburgh, the

lion Tamer, was afterward associated. Thaddeus and Gerard
Crane, Lewis Titus, and John June, familiar to the public as
enterprising showmen, were from this town and North Salem.
3 2 M.
E., 2 Presb., and Prot. E.
* The Dutch called this
region "Vreedlandt." or the land of
'•
Oorst Dorp," or East Village.
peace, and the village
"
5
Formerly CnrnhUls Neck," and granted to Thos. Cornhill,
or Cornell, in 1646.
s

and 66

feet

heie in 1826. and refitted in 1855.
7 times per minute.

machinery

—

—
;

Named from John Throckmorton,

lighthouse, 61 feet high

T It was built to accommodat* 1.250 men and to mount 318
cannon. With the projected work upon Wilkins Point, in
Flushing, Queens co., these fortresses would effectually protect
New York against the approach of a hostile fleet from the
Sound. The tort is built of granite from Greenwich. Conn.
8 The settlers at " Vreedlandt" at this time were Lieut. Thos
Wheeler, Thos. V. Newman, Robert Bassett, John Cloes, Sherwood Davies, Wm. H. Fenfall, Richard C. Meares, Samuel
Havelt, Isaac Holbert. Robert Roes, Jas. Bill, John S. Genner,
Richard Osbort, and Wm. Ward. The Dutch released Capt. R
Ponton, Wm. Elet Black, John Gray, and Roger Wheeler, who
had been arrested for taking up arms at " Vreedlandt." Bolton i
In 1662 they were allowed to nominata
WeMch'estir, II, p. 160.
their own magistrates and hold their own courts "but in dark
and dubious matters— especially in witchcraft the party ag
grieved might appeal to the Governor and Council."
8 There are 7 churches in town
2 Friends, Cong., Prot. E.
;
M. E., Presb., and Af. Meth.

the pioneer settler.

A

above the Sound, was built
It ha.s a fog bell struck

by
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from the Souno, contains 4 churches, a carpet factory, molding mill, and gristmill. Fordthe r. r., in the n. part of the town, contains 4 churches and is the seat of St. John's
Tremont,^ Central Mori-isaiiia,^lVilIiams Bridg^e, (p. o.,) and Fair-

liam, (p. V.,) on
College.*

mount

are

modern

villages.

The

last

named

is

a station upon the llarlem R. R.

Clareniont

a small village on the line of Morrisania. The eastern part of the present town, originally known
as "The West Farms," was patented April 25, 1666, to Edward Jessup and John Richardson, Indian
owned by Adrien
purchasers.* Fordham was hought by the Dutch in 1639, and in 1646 it was
Van der Donck. In 1671 John Archer, owner of 1,253 acres, obtained a patent under the title of
" Manor of Fordham." It
in
the
passed to Cornelius Steenwyck, and was conveyed by his widow
1694 to the Dutch church in New York, in whose possession it remained 60 years.* The High
is

and MaBridge of the Croton Aqueduct connects the s. w. corner of this town with N. Y. City
comb's Bridge, in the N. w. corner. Fort No. 8 was built upon the eminence n. w. of the Archer
homestead in the Revolution and its guns assisted in the capture of Fort Washington in 1776. It
was demolished by the enemy Oct. 20, 1782. Fort Independence, on Tetards Hill, was dismantled
Prince Charles Redoubt and the Negro Fort of the Revolution were on the s. side of
in 1833.
Valentines Hill. There are 9 churches in town.®
;

WHITE PliAIXS —was formed March

7,

1788.

It is

an

interior town, lying

s.

of the center

Mamaroneck River forms its e. boundary, and Bronx
The soil is a clayey and gravelly loam.
St. Marys Lake lies along its e. border.
River its w.
"Wllite Plains^ (p. v.) is situated near the w. line of the town. It contains the old and new
It is a station upon the Harlem R. R.,
CO. buildings, 3 churches, and several private seminaries.

of the CO.

The surface

is

rolling

and

hilly.

and contains about 1,000 inhabitants. This town was purchased Nov. 22, 1683, by the inhabitants
In 1720 it was divided among 41 proprietors f and a charter
of Rye, and was settled soon after.
was granted March 13, 1721, with a quitrent of 2 shillings 6 pence to every 100 acres. It embraced 4,435 acres. Many important historical events occurred in this town during the Revolution.
The village was wantonly burned Nov. 5, 1776, by a New England major. The battle of White
Plains was fought on Chatterton Hill, in Greenburgh, opposite, and within view of the village.
There are 6 churches in town.*

TONKERS'"—was formed
upon the Hudson.

The surface

town March 7, 1788. It is the most southerly town in the co.
rugged and broken by several ridges extending n. and s. Vais 400 ft. above tide.
Tuckahoe Hill, in theE. part, and Thirty

as a
is

lentines Hill," the highest point,
The principal streams are Bronx
Pvidge, extending into Greenburgh, are prominent points.
River, forming the e. boundary, Spuyten Duyvil Creek, forming the s. boundary, Neperhan

Deer

River, flowing through the center, and Sprain River and Tibbetts Brook.*^ The soil is a clayey
and gravelly loam. The people are largely engaged in manufactures.*^ The heights along the
river are studded with elegant country residences.
This college, situated on Rose Hill, Immediately E. of the
R., is under the control of the K. C. denomination.
was inporp. April 10, 18-t6, having been opened for students
June 24, 1841. It is under the direct charge of Jesuits, who.
being associated for religious motives, receive no salary beyond
personal support. Six other persons are employed as special
instructors upon pay. In 1858 it reported to the Regents 59
undergraduates, besides which it has about 100 other pupils.
Upon the premises is a large and handsome gotliic church, aud
The main building, of stone,
St. Joseph's Theoloiiical Seminary.
2 stories high, with an attic, contains the parlor, chapel, and
and
is
adorned
with valuable paintings.
apartments,
professors'
Two front wings, of brick, one story each, 90 by 25 feet, contain
the refectory, kitchen, study hall for the first division, and
1

Harlem R.
It

general assembly room. A large brick building contains the
study hall for the second division, sleeping, play, and wash rooms.
At each end of the front wings Is a 3 story brick building, for
reading hall, music, drawing, and class rooms, and dormitories.
A 3 story brick building, 100 hj 20 feet, contains the library,
museum, wardrobe, and walking hall, for the senior division. The
farm and property are valued at $147,000. Its libraries number
12.090 volumes, and It has a valuable cabinet of minerals.
"
"
2
Formerly Ufipfr Morriaama." South Fnrdfiam," •'Adamsall of which are now embraced in one
ville," and '-St'/unl Tlrype'''
village under the general name of Tremout.
3 A town hall was authorized to be erected April 15, 1854, and
was located £. of Fordham Avenue, in Central Morrisania. It
•was built at a cost of about Slo.dOO. By the sub.serjuent erection of Morrisania it is brought near the s. border of this town.
* This
patent was bounded k. by Bronx River, and w. by a
little bro<ik called by the natives Sachwrahung,
including a
neck of land called Quinnabiing. Tho s. part of the town, or
*^
Planting JVeck," was called by the Indians Quinnahung. The
"
W. Bide of this neck was called the Debatable Ground," because

—

—

Many

of the inhabitants are engaged in busi-

was in dispute lietween the patentees of West Farms and
Morrisania from 1666 to 1740.
6 An act of General
Assembly, Dec. 12, 1753. allowed the
Dutch church to sell the Manor of Fordham. which was done,

it

—

and the money received is now vested in the city. Three hundred
acres were excepted from this sale by Mrs. Steenwyck.
6 3 Prot. E., 2 Ref. Prot.
D., 3 M. E., Presb., and R. C.
7 This
the old village, lying
village is divided into two parts,
aViout three-fourths of a mile from the R. R., and the new village, lying between the old village and the R. R. station.
8
Among these were families named Horton, Denliam. Purdy,
Brown, Lane, Frost, Disbrow. Jlerritt, Hyatt, Hoyt. Kuapp,
Pease, Kniffin, Odell, Galpin, Budd, Lounsberry, Travis, .Stock
ham. Fowler, Walter, Cox, Jeffrey, Sherwood, Lyon, and
Broudig. Several of tliese names are still common in town.
8 3 M.
E., Prot. K., Presb., and R. C.
10 Pronounced Yunk'ers. It is a Dutch word,
signifying "gen
tleman," or country nobleman.— a title of respect applied first
in this place to Adrien Van der Donck, the patentee and first
proprietor. This town and Mile Square formed a township in
the great Manor of Philipsbnrgh, until tho Revolution. The

—

Indians called the place Ke-ke-shick.
11 Named from the
family who owned the adjoining property
about 130 vears.
12
Sprain River was called by the natires Ar-men-pe-ral ana
Tibbetts Brook, Mos-ho-lu.
13 There are about 20 manufactories in town, employing, when
in full operation, 1,200 to 1,-500 persons. Two hat factories each
employ near 200 operatives. The fnuudery at Spuyten Duyvil
employs about 300 hands; and a pickle factory, on the Hudson,
a still larger number. The Neperhan, a stream that enters
the Hudson in the lower pai t of Youkers Village, affords a considerable amount of water-power.
for

;
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ness in

New York, lonliers,

(p. v.,)

on the Hudson, near the center of the w. border of the

town, was incorp. April 12, 1855. It contains 9 churches, several private seminaries,^ 2 banks, and
2 newspaper offices. Pop. in 1859, 6,800. It is a steamboat landing,^ and a station on the Hudson
River R. R. It has several manufactories and a great number of beautiful suburban villas.'
Spiiyten I>uj'vll, (p. v.,) on the creek separating the town from New York, is the seat of
several large founderies, and is principally inhabited by operatives.
Tuckalioe, (p.o.,) an old
settlement in the e. part, is a station upon the Harlem R. R.* Near this place are several marble
quarries.

King's Bridge

(p.o.) lies

Riverdale,

h\ a bridge.

upon Harlem River, and

below Yonkers,

is

connected with NcAvYork

a group of villas and a r. r. station.

is

Chj

South

The Croton Aqueduct passes through this town from n. to s. A castellated
by Edwin Forrest, the tragedian, on the banks of the Hudson, a mile below
Yonkers, has lately been purchased for an educational institution by the Roman Catholics.* The
country now included in Yonkers, West Farms, and Morrisania, and containing about 24,000 acres,
was granted to Adrian Van der Donck in 1646, with the right and title of Patroon. He gave to
" Colen
his estate the title of
Donck," perfected its title by purchase from the Indians, and took

Yoiifters

is

a p.

o.

gtone mansion, built

measures tor

its

improvement.®

There are 15 churches in town.'

YORKTOWA'^—was

formed March 7, 1788. It lies upon the n. border of the co., w. of the
broken and hilly. The Highlands lie along the n. border; and several
The principal stream is Croton River,^ flowing
points are elevated 600 to 1,000 ft. above tide.
across the s. part.
Moharsic Lake,^° near the center, Mohegan Lake, in the n. part, and Magrigacenter.

Its surface is

Crompond,

nies Lake, in the n. e. corner, are small bodies of water.
the center. Pines Bridge, (p. o.,) near the e. line, JefTerson

(Yorktown

Valley,

p. o.,)

(p. o.,) in

near

the n.

e.

and Slirub Oali, (p. o.,) near the n. line, are hamlets. A rolling mill, wire factory,
This town formed a part of
gristmill, and sawmill have been erected 2 mi. w. of Croton dam.
Cortlandt Manor, and in the division of 1734 fell to the shares of Andrew Miller, Gertrude Beeckman, Cornelia and John Schuyler, Gertrude Verplanck, Elizabeth Skinner, John Watts, Philip
Verplanck, and Susannah Warren. A Presb. church built at Crompond'" about 1738 was burned
July, 1779, and a committee in Congress in 1839 reported in favor of paying $3,500 for the loss, as
the premises had been used as a storehouse by the Continental troops. Col. Green was surprised
in this town May 13, 1781, by a party of refugees, in which affair Maj. Flag, 2 subalterns, and 27
men were killed, and many wounded. The census reports 7 churches in town."
corner,

1 The
principal of these are the Yonkers Collegiate Institute loss and his estiites were sold by the State to his tenants at
and Gymnasium, conducted on the military system, Starr's Board- Very moderate rates.
several female seminaries, and a public free school.
School,
£62.075 by the British Government, as an equivalent for this
ing
- The steamer
Henry Clay was burned not far from this place, loss; and his estates were sold by the State to his tenants at
on her down trip. July 28, l'^52. Of 5U0 persons on board, very moderate rates.
1 4 Prot.
nearly 100 perished, among whom was A.J. Downing, the editor
E., 3 M. E., 2 Presb., 2 R. C, Bap., Ref. Prot. D., Wcs.
and author.
Meth., and Unita.
3 The Manor
8 The
Hall, near the center of the Tillage, built about
country E. of Cortlandtown was called by the Mohegans
1745, was one of the seats of the Philipse family.
Appanraghpogh; and the E. part of Yorktown is still called
^Hodgman's Rubber Goods Manufactory, located at this place,
Auiawalk," probably an abbreviation. Bolton's yyeslcftester,
employs about 75 hands.
II, p. 377.
s The Croton
An edifice of fine architectural proportions and great size
dam, at the head of the Croton Aqueduct, is in
was erected, in 1858. in the rear of the mansion. The premises this town. At the top it is 166 ft. above tide and 55 ft. above
form the institution formerly located on the Central I'ark in the bed of the river: 61 feet wide at Ioav water level, with
New York, and are under the charge of Sisters of Charity.
openings of 90 and 180 feet for the passage of the surplus
« Van der Donck
subsequently took an active part in repre- waters. Between these is a partition, forming the foundiition
senting in Holland the interests of the colonists against the of the gatehouse and sluiceway for relieving the structure fiom
alleged tjranny of the West India Company and its servants, the pressure of the lake, and for the discharge of water during
and finally succeeded in His efforts, notwithstanding the enmity' repairs. Tlie water flows over an ogee-curved apron of cut
of Gov. Stuyvesaiit and the influence he was able to bring to stone laid upon hewn timber, and is received in a pond, formed
oppose him. lie died in 16.55, and his estate was aftei'ward sold by a second dam, 300 ft. below. The aqueduct is taken from
in detached portions by his widow. Ilis settlement was laid
the lake through a tunnel, on the ». side. 180 ft. long in the solid
waste by the Indians. Sept. 13, 1655, and probal>ly remained rock and the flow of water is regulated by a double set of met.al
until
after
the
In
1072
Frederick
The dam was destroyed while building, in Jan. 1841;
unoccupied
K.nglish conquest.
gates.
Flypsen or Philipse, with Thos. Delaval and Thos. Lewis, bought but the present structure promises to stand without injury, and
S.'JOO acres of Colen Donck. nearly all iu the present town of
almost without repair, to an indefinitely remote period. The
Yonkers; and subsequently the former became sole owner to surface over which the waste water flows is now much more
Kings Bridge. For one of these thirds he paid £.5.30. These ample than was intended before the accident in 1841. 'The poud
possessions were extended, by furtlier pnirchase, to Croton and has a capacity of 500,000,000 gallons.
Bronx llivers; and in June, HiyS. the Lord.ship or Manor of
Croton River was named Kitch.awan, signifying a large and
Philipsburgh was erected, with all the rights, honors, or privi- swift current. The bend west of Pines Bridge was named
leges enjoyed by the most favored, excepting that of repre.senKeweghtegnack. The commissioners were obliged to purchase
tation in the General Assembly. He established a drawbridge about 900 acres of laud overflowed by the dam, at an average
at Spuyten Duyvil Creek, built a church, still standing, in cost of S500 per acre.
10 Often called "Crom Pond." the Dutch term for Crooked
Sleepy JloUow.and made other improvements. His descendants
occupied a prominent [xwition in the colonial government: but, Pond. It consists of 2 parts united. Near this pond is French
with
he
lost
in
the
the
Revoluevery thing
siding
royal cause,
Hill, where the Frencli forces under Rochambeau were enCol. F. Philipse. the last propiietor of this estate, was paid
tion.
camped in 1781-82. Turkey Mountain is an extensive woodland
£63,075 by the British Government, as an equivalent for this tract to the 8. E.
11 2 M.
E., 2 Friends, Bap., Cong., and Presb.
;

—
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Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live

and Domestic Manufactures, of

Stock, Agricultural Products,

VALnATIOS OP 1858.

Acres op Land.

Westchester County.

Population.

Schools.

S

Names op Towns.

I
Bedford
Cortlandt
East Chester

21,24;ii

3,473
6,966i
13.524
2,182i
1,676
4,924

13,614J
4,506i
12,702
8,616i
12,840i
2,831i

Greenburgh
Harrison
Lewisboro

Mamaroneck

1,051

Morrisania"

Mount

Pleasant..

Newcastle

New Rochelle,...,
North Castle
North Salem

13,396i
11,211

3,130J
2,781
1.562
4,410i
2.051
1,304
1,333
3.8941

3,601

ll,402i
10,970
6.891

Oasining

Pelham

1,901

Poundridge

Yorktown

8,214J
6,090
2,S01J
17,234i
5,479
3,235i
3,276
9,699
18,389i

Total.

'209.146J

Kye
Scarsdale.

Somers
Westchester

West Farms
White Plains

,

Yonkers

e

1

I

1,251
1,132^
3,110
2,579i

992
9.317
4,267
5.035

81 .947 i

I

$1,326,990
2.614,150
1.216.705
4,051,067
723,550
810,785

583,595
1,768.362
1,584,766
697,388
1,350,900
675,133
801.427
1,404.033
533.000
345,734
1,468,967
334.592
1,046,691
1,808.915
1,865.274
771.610

4,072,128
1,069.492

1,768
3,968
2,290
3,342

611
889
625

660
886
543

2,583,862
1,846,745
846.210

1,783

1,894

879

883

1,780,700
794.358

1,489
1.213

1,612
1,202

1,004.177
1,820,433

736

792

3,173

2,685

746.760
424.508

391
709

442
730

1,997,315

1,651

1,817

421.412

205
859

240
885

1.748

$1,602,170
3,116,750
1,460,550
4,538.657
865,110
955,427
629.695

815,500
261,979
148.822
429.800
119.225
202,750
416.400
213.760

78,774
628,348
86,820
319.842
422,900
364.500
170.755
815.540
176,885

32.925.284 7,418.117

•

1,366,633
2.231.816
2,229,774
942,366
4,887,668
1,246,377

40.343,401

Live Stock.
Bush, of Qrain.

**

C

615

674

1,181

1,576

774
924
218
338
172

935

464
679
597
624
162
2S8
81

1,192

240
3S5
226

704
345
607
467
318
900
122
313
666
74
316
582

259
220
100
277
188
615
78
260
411
45

1.716

540
317
497
395
289
6G2
119
281
531
62
304
493

6,173

6,263

2,035

2,419

1,445

627

795

233

262

3,695
1,156

3,859
1,190

1,368

1.436

410

466

90
668
334

40.326 40..352

12,7.'i8

15.225

8,215

157

303

145

I

>^

D\tRY Products.
>.

or

r ^

S%5

a

5
£C

Bedford
Cortlandt
East Chester

461
725
263
465
221
319
104

....

Greenburgh
Harrison
Lewisboro

Mamaroneck ....

30.301

AURICULTURAL PRODUCTS.

Names of Towns.
-1

I
1.706
4,500
2.425
3,093

$275,180
602,600
243.845
487,600
141,560
144.642
46.100

922
940
238
832
669
781
154

2,127
1,635

827

R,

V3

655
302
17

1,412
1,491

1.949

1,449

175
440
30

842
913
257

4,226i
3,670

1,058
1,074

1,357

1,469

476

343
898

88

763
446

136

1,156

417
111

5,073i
4,530^
2.340
4.606i
2.442i

595
858
766
1.386

233

684

9.940

7,000
1.716
5.750i

624

61,833i
36.730
15.881
34.362i
20.404
36,990i
5,576

8.344
5.100i
2,572
5,127
4.187

31,432
18.944

4,390|
1,121

12.205

2,173
1,876

2,989

636

5,797 i

18.987
9.117

1,717

4,474
14.40(J
9..389

3,3;i3

934
145
430

-^

=5

C!-;

76,854
85.830

200

19.7.3i

140

48,952
44.515
62,767
16,957

40

100
925

25

Morrisaniaa

Mount

Pleasant.

Newcastle

New

Rochelle....

North Castle....
North Salem....
Cssining

Pelham
Poundridge.

Kye
Scarsdale

,

Somers

,

Westchester

West Farms
White Plains....
Yonkers

Yorktown
Total

•formed

,

389
272
166
326
230
338
78
157
237
116
394
375
408
167
583
538
7.3.32

658
282
647

634
427
108

49.098i
31. 251 i
11,519
29,.33oJ

607
397
162

430
213

472
40
261

606
831
125
583
584
325

1,147

1,705

1,695

1,639

446

675

48

241
208
503

1,296

24
246
706

230

7,842

229
661

567
822
483

2,367
6.243

17.5.33

1.258

1,2U

1,728

1,677

2,157

8,2(ili

11,321 20,861

85.155i

1,265

685
126
92

13,074 20,078

since the census of 1855.

This town

is

2,096

563
2.186
2,436
1,774
5,883
1.236

26.440i
24.847
5.597

15,969i
15.722^
8.552
67,970^
22.835

4.91J2

2.471
4,600i
4.590

3,004

968
2.303i
4,093
1.225
6,675
3.174
2.786
2.502
3.327

4.34;j

472
156

17.783 l,609i
7.220 1,447
510
8,752
2,203
1,346
6,567
7.523 1;731
493
2,082
22,809 5,766
10.005
108
12.960
118
7,948 2,243
17,739 29.006
36.378 3,889

60,258
34.260
19,500
92.036
77.376

22,236
7,910
66.029
24,213
17.339
101,278
20,955

135
100

120

100

8.537

21,510
37.644
149.901

40

630,4:38^ 90.490^ 286.249 60,137i 1,116,589

2.1S0

30.162i
63.986

7.2.37

48
209

495

30
i

'•

487

estimated to embrace 7,000 acres, and to contain 4,000 males and 4,150 females.

WYOMING COUNTY.
This county was formed from Genesee, May 14, 1841.
Eagle,
Pike, and a part of Portage were annexed from Allegany co. in
184G.
It is an interior county, in the s. w. part of the State, separated from Lake Erie by Erie co., and from the Penn. line by CatIt is centrally distant 228 miles from
^taraugus and Allegany.
Albany, and contains 590 sq, mi. Its surface is a broad, rolling
upland, divided into ridges and broken by ravines worn by the

I

I
1

It has a slight inclination toward the n.
streams.
The summits
of the highest ridges are 1,200 to 1,500 ft. above Lake Erie and 1,700
to 2,000 ft. above tide.
Several of the ravines in the n. are 1,000 ft.

below the summits of the adjacent ridges.
In the interior the
ridges are broken, and the country begins to assume the hilly
character which is more fully developed further s. Genesee River, which forms a portion of the
E. boundary, is bordered by steep bluffs 200 to 400 ft. high.
Near Portageville the river descends

from the plateau, in a series of three falls, to a depth of more than 300 ft. within a distance of 2^
mi. The water has worn a deep and irregular ravine in the shelving rocks, and the nearly perpendicular banks at the foot of the lower falls are 380 ft. high. The deep gorge, with the rapids
and falls, form one of the wildest and most picturesque scenes in Western New York.^
The other principal streams are Cayuga, Tonawanda, Little Tonawanda, Oatka, East Coy, WisThe valley of Oatka Creek, from near the s. border of
coy, Cattaraugus, and Buffalo Creeks.
Warsaw to the n. line of the co., is bordered by steep hills 400 to 1,000 ft. high. Silver Lake, in
The rocks of this co.
Castile, (the principal body of water,) is 3 mi. long and about ^ mi. wide.
consist principally of the shales and sandstones of the Portage group.
The summits of the
southern hills are covered with the rocks belonging to the Chemung group. Thin layers of compact Portage sandstone are found in many parts of the co. and are extensively quarried for
flagging.
Upon the ridges little rounded eminences are frequently seen, appearing like drift
hills
but upon examination they are found to be shale rock covered with a thin soil. Marl
The waters of Silver Lake
and muck are found in considerable quantities in the swamps.
and of several of the streams are constantly depositing lime in the form of- marl. The drift
deposits in the co. are very extensive, and the soil in some parts is derived from disintegration.
Upon the hills it is mostly a clay loam underlaid by hardpan, and in the valleys it is a fertile,
The people are principally engaged in stock and wool growing
gravelly loam and alluvium.
and in dairying, for which the soil upon the hills is admirably adapted. Wheat, barley, corn,
and fruits are largely cultivated in the valleys. Very little attention is paid to manufactures
except such as are strictly necessary to an agricultural community.
The county seat is located at Warsaw.^ The courthouse is a commodious brick edifice, situated
;

in the n. part of the village.
The co. clerk's office is a fireproof building, adjacent to the courthouse. The jail is a wood building, arranged so as to enable the keeper to classify the prisoners
1 The
Upper or Horse-Shoe Falls are aboiit three-fourths of a mi.
below Portageville. The name is derived from the curve in the
face of the cliff over which the water flows. For a short distance
above the edge of the precipice the water is broken by a succpsBion of steps in the rock, forming a series of rapids. The height
of the fall, including the rapids, is about 70 ft. The Middle Falls
are about one-half mi. further down the river. For 2 or 3 rods
above the edge of the clift' the water is broken into rapids, and
then in an unbroken sheet it pours down 110 ft. into a chasm
A cave, called the
below, bounded by perpendicular ledges.
" DeviTs
Oven," has been worn in the rocks under the w. bank,
near the bottom of the fells. In low water 100 persons can be
seated within it but when the river is high it is filled with
water, and is only accessible by boats. The Lower Falls consist
of a series of rapids one-half mi. in extent, with an aggregate
For about 2 mi. below the Middle Falls the river
fall of 1.50 ft.
pursues awinding and rapid course between high, perpendicular
walls: then descends in a succession of steps almost as regular
as a staircase, dives under a shelving rock, shoots out in a narrow
pass not more than 15 ft. wide, rushes down a nearly perpendiru;

descent of 20 ft., strikes against the base of high rocks standing almost directly in its course, whirls back, and, turning at
nearly right angles, falls into a deep pool overhung with shelving
710

l.ar

rocks. An isolated mass of rocks, 15 ft. in diameter and 100 ft.
known as '• Sugar Loaf," rises from the river bed at the
bend of the stream and receives nearly the whole force of the
rushing water. It is bordered on one side by the present bed ot
the stream, and on the other by a deep chasm which separates
Within the memory of people
it from the E. bank of the river.

high,

now living,

the river flowed over the precipice on the' level of the
rock which now forms its w. bank, and Sugar Loaf was an island.
These falls are accessible only from the w. The perpendicular
bank on the w. side of the river at one point is 380 ft. high.
8 The commissioners named in the act to select the location
were Peter R. Reed, of Onondaga, Davis Ilnrd, of Niagara, and
John Thompson, of Steuben. The building commissioners were
John A. McElwaine, Paul Richards, and Jonathan Perry. Trumbull Car}'. Esr4., of Batavia, gave to the co. an ample? public square
upon which to erect the public buildings. The first courts were
held at a public house at East Orangeville, in June, 1S41. and the
first meeting of the Board of Supervis(jr8 was at the same place.
The first co. ofl3cei-s were I'aul Richards, Firxt Jndpe ; .Jam,es
Sprague. Peter Patterson, Jos. Johnson, \/ixsoi:i(itp. Judges : W.
Riley Smith, DUtrict Attnrneii : N. Wolcoft, Co. Clerk;
Groger, Sheriff; and Harvey Putnam, Surrogate.

W.

K.

WYOMING COUNTY.
The poorhouse is situated on a farm of 97
The average number of inmates is

accordino; to \av>}
ville,

U mi. w. of "Warsaw.

711

acres near the w. border of Oranji;o73, supported at a cost of 75 cts. per

week each. The farm yields a revenue of about ?300.^
The Buffalo, New York & Erie R. R. extends s. e. through Attica, Middlebury, Warsaw,
Gainesville, Castile, and Genesee Falls, crossing the Portage Falls and connecting with the N.
Y. & £. 11. R. at Ilornellsville. A r. r. route has been surveyed, and a road-bed graded, frum
Attica

s.

w. to the Allegany River.^

weekly newspapers published in the co.*
co., with the exception of a portion of Castile, belonged to the
of
Ogden, Silver Lake, and Cotringer tracts of the Morris Reservation, and the remaining parts
the CO. to the Holland Land Purchase. The Gardeau Tract, containing 17,927 acres on both sides
of the Genesee, was reserved for Mary Jemison (the "old white looman") by the Seneca Nation in
their treaty with Robert Morris in 1797.* About one-half of this tract lies in the present town
of Castile.
Upon this tract Mary Jemison and her descendants continued to reside until 1810,
when she sold all but 2 sq. mi. on the w. side of the river to Micah Brooks and Jellis Clute.
The remaining 2 mi. she sold in 1831 to Henry B. Gibson and Jellis Clute, and removed to the

There are

The

5

eastern tier of towns in this

The

Cattaraugus Reservation.

first

white

man

that lived within the limits of the co.

was a

tory,

Allen, who in consequence of his crimes fled from Penn. and joined the
Indians about 1780. He located upon the Genesee, and for a time lived upon the lands of Mary
Jemison. He afterward built a saw and grist mill on the present site of Rochester, removed

named Ebenezer

thence to Oatka Creek,* and thence to Canada.' The first permanent white settlers were John
The settlements increased
Tolles, Jacob Wright, Nathaniel Sprout, and Stephen Crow, in 1802.
rapidly,
settlers

and in a few years most of the best lands of the co. were taken up. Most of the early
were from New England; but the later immigrants have principally been Germans.

ATTICA—was

formed from Sheldon, April

1 The
courthouse, jail, and clerk's office were erected in 1842,
at a cost of $12,000.
2 Tlie
poorhouse contains 22 rooms, and the inmates are pro-

vided with good, substantial food but the house does not admit
of proper accommodations for the paupers, or for classification of
the insane, of wliich there are always a number.
8 The
Allegany Valley Hailroad.
* The Genesee
Register, the first newspaper in the co., was
established at Warsaw in 1828 by L. & W. Walker, and
was continued 6 months.
;

The Warsaw

was commenced by Andrew W.Young in
and continued until Dee. 1831, when it was

Sentinel

May, 1830,
merged iu the Republican Advocate at Batavia.
was commenced by David Scott in 183334.
It was soon after changed to
Attica
Th&
Republican and Genesee Advertiser. E. A. Cooley
became its publisher, and clianged it to
The Attica Balance, and subsequently to
The Attica Democrat, and continued it until 1846.
The Genesee Recorder was commenced at Perry by Geo. M. Shipper in 1834, and continued about 2 years.
The American Citizen was commenced at Warsaw in 1836 by J.
A. Hadley. After 1 year, it was removed to Perry and
Mr. Mitchell conpublished by Mitchell & Warren.
tinued the publication until Jan. 1841, when it was removed to Rochester.
The Pike Whig was commenced by Thos. Carrier in 1838. Soon
after, its name was changed to
The Pilce Gazette, and it was continued for about a year.
The Watchtnwer, a Bap. paper, was issued in 1839 from the office
of The American Citizen. It was published 1 year by

The

Attica Eepuhlican

Ansel Warren.

The

Register, a campaign paper, was published at Perry in 1840
by Isaac N. Stoddard and .John H. Bailey.

The Perry Demncrat was commenced
In 1848

it

in 1841 by Pet. Lawrence.
passed to C. C. Britt, who continued it

until 1853.

The Western Ne-w YorUer was commenced
in Jan. 1841,

same year

it

at Perry

by John II. Bailey. In the summer of the
passed into the hands of Barlow & Wood-

ward, who removed it to Warsaw. It was successively
published by Barlow & Blanchard, Mr. Blanchard, and
H. A. Dudley until April 1, 1858, when it p.oased into
the hands of Klijah W. Andrews, and afterward to

Andrews & Harrington, by whom it is still published.
The Countryinan wiis commenced at Perry by N. S. Woodward
in 1843. It soon passed to Dan'l. S. Curtis, who changed
its

name

to

The Impartial Countryman, and continued it until Aug. 1846,
when it passed to An.sel Warren, wlio changed its
iiitme to

The Fret

Citizen,

and continued

it

until Aug. 1847.

4,

1811.

Orangeville was taken off in 1816.

It

The Wyoming Republican was commenced at Warsaw by E. L,
Fuller in 1844; it was published until March, 1847.
The Attica Telegraph was commenced by Abraham Dinsmore in
Oct. 1846, and was published about 2 years.
Tfte Old Eighth Whig was commenced at Attica, April 1, 184.8. by

R. W. Dibble and W. II. Civer. After about 6 mos. Mr.
Dibble retired and Mr. Civer continued the paper, as
of the Old Eighth, until 1850.
Attica Atlas was commenced Jan. 1, 1851, by Sil.aa
Folsom, by whom it.is still pulilished.
The Christian Investigator was publi.shed at the office of the
Free Citizen for 1 year. Edited by Wm. C4ooddell.
The Wyoming Co. Adveiiiser was commenced Dec. 2J, lb53, and
WHS pulill.-<Iied 1 year by Horace Wilcox.
Times was commenced at Perry by T.
S. Gillet iu M;\y, 1855.
It was destroyed by tire in 1856,
and resuscitatrd soon afier. It is still pub. by Mr. Gillet.
T'le Spirit

The

The Wyoming

Wyoming
saw in

Co. Mirror was commenced at War1848 by A. Holley. In 1856 it passed into the
hands of Babbitt & Lewis, in 1858 to Lewis & Meirill,
and in 1859 to II. A. Dudley, by whom it is still publisbed.
The Arcade Enterprise was started March 31, lS5a,
by J. H. Gibson, and is still published.
The parents of Mary Jemison emigrated from Ireland in
1743, and Mary was born during the voyage across the ocean.
The family settled upon the western frontiers of Penn., where
they remained in peace until the breaking out of the French
Tile

*>

War

in 17.54.

In 1755 a party of Indians

v'lsited

the settlement

and took the family prisoners, and on their retreat murdered
all but Mary, then a girl of 12 or 13 years.
She was carried
captive to an Indian settlement on the Ohio, and adopted by two
women who had lost a brother in the war. She grew to womanhood among the Indians, adopted their habits and customs, was
twice married, and had 8 children, 3 sons and 5 daugliters.
After the Revolution she had an opportunity to return to lur
white friends; but she preferred to remain with her husDand
and children. She was greatly beloved by the Indians, and
highly respected by the whites who became acquainted with
her.
She retained her knowledge of the English language, and
to the last remembered the early instructions of her mother,
and the last counsel which that mother gave when they were
taken captive and the designs of the Indians to murder the
father and mother became manifest. She died at the Cattaraugus

—

Reservation, Sept. 19, 1833. aged 90 or 91 years.
6 This creek is still
locally known as Aliens Creek.
T Few characters mentioned in either history or fiction have
approached so near the idea of total depravity as this Mimlthirsty monster. He was an open polygamist, murdered several
persons while professing the greatest friend.ship for them, and
while upon the war-trail with the Indians amused himself by
dashing out the brains of Infanta.

—

—
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n. border of the co., w. of the center.

Its surface is a rolling upland, broken
by the
part are several considerable hills with long gradual slopes.
Tonawanda Creek, the principal stream, flows through the n. w. corner, and receives numerous
branches from the e., the largest of which is Crow Creek. The soil is a clay and gravelly loam.

lies

upon the

In the

ravines of the streams.

Attica,

(p. V.,)

upon Tonawanda Creek,

It contains a flourishing

1837.

e.

in the n. w. part of the town, was incorp. May 2,
union school, a bank, a newspaper office, a flouring mill, and 5

Attica Center

The first settle(p. o.) and Vernal are hamlets.
by Zera Phelps.^ The first religious services were held Sept. 21, 1809,
by Rev. Royal Phelps, at which time the first church (Cong.) was formed, with 5 members.'^
churches.

Pop. 1,184.

ment was made

in 1802,

BEIVIVIJVGTOIV—was

formed from Sheldon, March 6, 1818. It is the n. w. corner town
broken by the ravines of small streams. Cayuga Creek
and its branches drain the central, and Murder Creek the n. part of the town. Tonawanda Creek
flows through the s. e. corner. The soil is a clayey, gravelly and sandy loam. Benning'ton
Center (Bennington p. o.) contains 3 churches and 30 dwellings; and Cowlesville, (p. v.,)
in the n. w. part of the town, 2 churches and 206 inhabitants. Folsomdale (p. o.) is a hamlet,
of the CO.

Its surface is a rolling upland,

on Cayuga Creek, and has a valuable water-power. The first settlement was made near the center
of the town, in 1802, by John Tolles, Jacob Wright, and William Barber, from Vt.' The first reThe first church (M. E.) was
ligious services were conducted by Rev. Peter B. Root, in 1805.

formed in 1807.*

—

CASTILE

was formed from Perry, Feb. 27, 1821. It is the central town upon
(Cas-tile)
border of the co. Its surface is a rolling and terraced upland, broken by the deep valleys
Genesee River, forming a portion of the e. boundary, is bordered by steep
of the streams.
banks 300 to 350 ft. above the water. In some places the faces of the bluffs are perpendicular
the

E.

ledges 200 ft. high. Numerous small tributaries of the river have worn deep lateral channels in
these bluffs. The valley of Silver Lake occupies a wide and shallow basin in the n. part of the
town.^ Its outlet is toward the n. Wolf Creek rises in a swamp near the head of the lake and
flows

s.

A wide,

level valley, bordered

and opens into the valley of Wolf Creek

Castile

(p. v.) lies

N. Y. City R. R.

by low

on Wolf Creek, in the

Pop. 682.

St.

terraces, extends

The

at Castile Village.
s.

Oelena,

from the

e.

shore of the lake

a clay and gravelly loam.
It is a station on the B. &

soil is

w. part of the town.
on Genesee River, in the

(p. v.,)

s. e.

corner of the

town, contains 20 dwellings. The first settlement was made in 1808, by Robert Whalley, from
R. I., 1 mi. E. of Castile Village.® The first religious services (Bap.) were held near the s. end
of Silver Lake, in 1816, by Elder Benj. Luther.'

CHIXA—was

formed from Sheldon, March

1818.

6,

Java was taken

off in 1832.

It is the

w. corner town of the co. Its surface is a rolling or hilly upland, broken by valleys. Cattaraugus Creek flows s. w. through near the center of the town, and receives several tributaries, the
From the valleys the town spreads out into a
principal of which is Clear Creek, from the s.
The highest point is the ridge
rolling region, with long gradual slopes arable to their summits.

s.

The soil of
e., which is 1,100 ft. above Lake Erie, as determined by actual survey.
the upland is a clfiyey and in the valleys a gravelly loam. Arcade (China p. o.) is situated
at the junction of Cattaraugus and Clear Creeks, in the s. w. part of the town. It has a fine

in the n.

1
Among the other early settlers were Deacon Porter, Nath'l
Sprout, and Maj. P. Adams. The first child born was Harriet
Phelps, .July 25, 1803; the first marriage, that of Stephen Crow
and Lucy Elwell ; and the first death, that of Thomas Mather,
in the winter of 1803.
Sophia Williams taught the first
Bchool, in 1807; Daniel Stanton kept the first inn, in 1809;
and Zera Phelps built the first mill,
store
first
the
;
Fitch,
in 1806.
2 The census
6
churches
;
reports
Cong., Presb., F. W. Bap.,
Bap., M. E., and R. C.
8
were
settlers
the
other
early
Chauncey, Justin, and
Among
George Loomis, Peletiah Case, .Joseph Farnham, George Hosklns,
David Tolles, Aaron Clapp, and Ezra Ludden. The first marriage
was that of Aaron Whitney and Rachel Truesdale, in 1807 and
the first death in town, that of a child of Wra. Barber, in 1803.
The first school was taught by Rachel Truesdale. in 1807 the
first inn was kept by Joseph Farnham, in 1817.
Chauncey
Loomis erected the first sawmill, in 1808 he also kept the first
store.
Quartus Clapp built the first gristmill, at Cowlesville.
A son of David Tolles, 8 or 9 years old, was lost in the woods in
1806 and was never found.
< The census
reports 5 churches ; Bap., F. W. Bap., Presb.,
M. E., and Univ.
"
5
Mary Jemison, the old white woman," with her family, hid
;

;

;

in the alders at the foot of this lake while Gen.

Sullivan

In
was laying waste the Indian villages upon the Genesee.
the summer of 1855 it was reported that an immense serpent,
100 ft. long, had been seen in this lake. So well was the story
apparently authenticated that thousands of visitors came from
parts of the country to obtain a sight of his snakeship.
A burlesque account of the capture of the serpent, which
appeared in the Buffalo Hepuhlic, raised the excitement to the
highest pitch and immediately afterward the whole humbug
ail

;

collapsed.

a settlement was made at the foot of the lake, in
the w. part of the town, called the " Tallman Settlement." Zilia
Ilurd and Jonathan Gilbert, from Vt., were the first settlers at
Castile Villaije. in 1816. The first child born was Jane McH.iy,
in 1813; and the first death was that of Laura Wilcox, in 1815.
The first school was taught in 1816, by Anna Bennett, from
Vt. Robert Whalley kept the first inn, and erected the first
sawmill, on Wolf Creek, below Castile Village, in 1811. John
Card and Sylvester Lathrop built the first gristmill, on Lot 40,
in 1820; the first store was kept by Lemuel Eldridgo and M.
6

Soon

after,

Frost, in 1815.
'

The census reports 4 churches

Christian,

;

Cong., Bap.,

M.

E.,

and

PORTAGE BRl DGE,
GVF.S^

GENEi^ES JtlVEB

AST

FORTA&EVILLE

.
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water power, and contains a Avoolen factory, flouring mill, and 3 churches. Pop. G37.
Cllina is a p. o. The first settlement was made in 1808, on Lot 28, by Silas Mcech, from New
in 1812.
England.^ The first religious services were conducted by Rev. John Spencer, at Arcade,
The first church (Cong.) was formed at Arcade, by Jno. Spencer, July 24, 1813.*

—

COVIiVGTOlV —named
CO.)

and Perry, Jan.

from Gen. Leonard Covington was formed from Le Roy (Genesee
A part was annexed to York (Livingston co.) in 1823. Pavilion
The surface is a
in 1841.
It is the N. e. corner town of the co.

31, 1817.

(Genesee CO.) was taken ofi"
flows through
moderately hilly upland, broken by the deep ravines of the streams. Oatka Creek
the X. w. corner, and receives as tributary Pearl Creek, which flows n.w. through near the center.
Wide, fertile alluvial flats extend along Oatka Creek. The soil of the uplands is generally a
loam. Covillg'toil Center, (Covington p. o.,) in the n. part, contains 20 dwellings;
gravelly

Pearl Creek,

15 dwellings; L.a Grangre, (p- v.,) near the s.
(p. v.,) in the n.w., contains
a church and 20 dwellings; and Peoria, (p. v.,) near the e. line, 15 dwellings. The first
settlement was made in 1807, in the w. part, by Jairus Cruttenden, William Miller, and John and
William Sprague, all from New England.' The first religious services were held at the house of
line,

David Norris, in 1814, by Rev. Mark Norris, from Vt.*

E AGliE —was formed from Pike, Jan. 21, 1823.

It occupies a central position on the s. border
a hilly upland, broken by the deep ravines of the streams. Nearly the
through Wiscoy Creek and its branches. Cold Creek takes its rise in the s. E.

Its surface is

of the CO.

whole drainage

is

part of the town. The hills bordering upon the streams are very steep, and their summits are 400
to 700 ft. above the valleys.
Eagle Lake, a small body of water in the s. w. part, has no visible
outlet. The soil is a clayey and gravelly loam.
Eagle Tillage, (p. v.,) in the s. w. part of the

town, contains a church and 20 dwellings. Eagle, (p.o.,) in the n. e. part, is a hamlet. The
settlement was made in town in 1808, on Lot 8, by Silas and Wm. Hodges, from Cayuga co.*

first

There are 3 churches in town

M.

;

GAIIVESVIEEE —named

E., F.

W. Bap., and

Christian.

from Gen. E. P. Gaines

—^was

^

formed from Warsaw, as "Hebe,"
It is an interior town, lying s. e. of the
Its name was changed April 17, 1816.
Feb. 25, 1814.
The surface is an upland, slightly undulating and broken by the valleys of the
center of the co.
The
streams. Oatka Creek flows through the n. e. part, and East Coy Creek through the s. w.
soil on the hills is a thin, dark loam underlaid by hardpan, and in the valleys a fertile, gravelly

A

good quality of building stone is quarried in the N. part of the town. Gaines(Gainesville p. o.,) on East Coy Creek, near the center of the town, contains a
female seminary,* 3 churches, and about 300 inhabitants. East Gainesville, (p. v.,) a station
on the B. & N, Y. City R. R., contains 20 houses. Gainesville Center and IVewburgh
are hamlets. The first settlements were made at Gainesville Creek in 1805, by Wm., Richard,
and Chas. Bristol, from Columbia co., and Elnathan George, from Vt.' The first religious meeting
loam.

ville

Creek,

was held

in 1809.

The

first

church (Presb.) was formed in 1815.^

GEjVESEE FAEES—was

formed from Pike and Portage, (Livingston

April 1, 1846.
rocky bluff, 100 to
300 ft. high, borders upon the river, and from its summit the country spreads out into an unduThe celebrated Portage Falls, in the Genesee River, are opposite this place.^ The
lating upland.
Boil is a sandy and clayey loam.
Portage ville, (p. v.,) on Genesee River, contains 5 churches
and several mills. Pop. 561. The B. & N. Y. City R. R. crosses the Genesee, near the village, by
It lies

on Genesee River, in the

a bridge 800

ft.

long and 234

s.

ft.

e.

corner of the co.

above the bed of the

1 Tchabod
Sanders, Samuel Nichols, Silas and Leonard Parker,
Jacob Jackson, Wm. Barnes, Amasa and Alfred Kilbourn most
of them from Vt. settled in the town in 1809. The first child
born was a daughter of Jacob Jackson, and the second a son of
Samufl Xichols, both in ISIO the first marriage was that of
Silas Meech and Lydia Parker: and the first deatli, that of Mrs.
A. Kilbourn, in the spring of 1812. Kebecca Parker taught the
first schiiol. in ISll; Silas Parker kept the first inn, iu 1812,
and the first store, in 1815. MaJ. Moses Smith built tlie first sawmill, in ISll, and Col. Duel liuwley the first gristmill, in 1810.
2 The census
reports 5 churches ; Cong., Bap., F. W. Bap.,
M. E., and R. C.
3 The first child born was Viola, daughter of Dr. Dan'l White,
inl8u9: the first marriage was Ih.Tt of Calvin Davis and Sylvia
Beardslev. in 1814; and the first death, that of Mrs. Easty. in

—

—

;

co.,)

A nearly perpendicular

river.

This bridge was built at a cost of

* Alanson, son of Silas
Hodges, was the first child horn, Oct. 13,
The first inn was kept by Dan Beach, the first store, by
Elijah Hyde, and the first sawmill was erected by Amos Huntley.
• The Gainesville
Female Seminary was established in 1865,
by Misses Hardy and Eldridge, and other citizens of this place.
The school is on the plan of the Mount llolyoke (Mass ) school.
The buildings will accommodate lUO boarding pupils and 160

1809.

day scholars.
'

John Patterson and James Cravath. with others, settled in
Pamela Patterson was the first child born, in ISd". The
school was taught in Dec. 11, by lienj. Cole. Tlie fii-st inn

1806.
first

was kept at the Center, by lienj. lloag, in ISl.i; and the first
store, by Lewis Wood, iu tlie Yati'S settlement, in l^l^'). WhetlWood erected the first sawmill, iu 1809. on Oatka Creek;
and John C.ird and Benj. Mallory, the first gristmill, in 1825,
ock

1814. Wm. Miller kept the first inn. in 181.3; Dan'l Balconi, the at Liainesville Creek.
8 The census
first store, in 1812;
Spaulding built the first gristmill, in
reports 5 churches;
I&IO: and Sprague and Spaulding the first sawmill, in 1812.
Bap., and Univ.
» See
* The census reDorts 3 churches; Presb., Asso. Presb., and M.E.
page 710.

2M. £., and

1 each

Cong,
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§175,000, and is the largest -wooden r. r. bridge in the world. The Genesee Valley Canal also
crosses the river at this point by an aqueduct built upon stone abutments 40 ft. high the strucThe first settlements were made on the river, above Portageville, in 1804, by
ture cost $70,000.
;

John, Samuel, and Seth Fields.^ The first religious meeting was held by Rev. John Grifiith,
"
(M. E.,) in 1809 ; and the first church (Bap.) was formed by Rev. Joseph Case, at Biyelows Corners," in 1818.^

JAVA — vras

formed from China, April 20, 1832.
an elevated region, broken by

on the w. border of the co., s. of the
and the deep valleys of the streams.
The highest summits are 400 to 600 ft. above the valleys and 1,000 to 1,200 ft. above Lake
Erie. Buffalo Creek flows through the w. part, and receives a large number of tributaries. Cattaraugus Creek takes its rise in the e. part. Cattaraugus Lake is a small sheet of water in the s. e.
The
It forms one of the sources of Cattaraugus Creek.
part, nearly surrounded by steep hills.
Boil upon the hills is a thin, dark loam underlaid by hardpan; in the valleys it is principally a
Java. Vilgravelly loam. About 1 mi. e. of Java Village is a quarry of fine building stone.
center.

lag^e

Its surface is

(p. V.) lies

Java,

(p. V.,)

Bufi"alo Creek, in the n.

upon

It lies

hills

w. part of the town.

in the n. e. corner of the town, contains a church

Java Center, (p. o.,) East Java, (p. o.,)

in the

s.

e.

Pop. about 200.

IVortli

and about 100 inhabitants.

part of the town,

Curriers Corners,

(Java p. 0.,) in the s. w., and Williamsville, near the e. border, are hamlets. The first settlement was made on Lot 32, in the n. w. part of the town, in 1810, by Wm. Richardson and
Timothy Kirby, from Lowell, Mass.* The first church (R. C.) was formed in 1838.*

]\IIDDL.E BURY

—was formed from Warsaw, March

20, 1812.

It lies

on the n. border of the

a rolling upland, broken by the deep valleys of the streams.
Oatka Creek flows through the s. e. corner, and Little Tonawanda Creek through the w. part.
deep ravine extends e. and w. through near the center of the town, forming a natural pass
between the valleys of these two streams. The hills that border upon Oatka Creek are steep and
CO., e.

of the center.

Its surface is

A

The soil is a gravelly and clayey loam, ffyomin^, (p. v.,) on Oatka
to 600 ft. high.
Creek, near the e. border of the town, contains the Middlebury Academy,^ 3 churches, and 378 inhabitants. "West Middlebury, (Dale p. o.,) a station on the B. & N. Y. City R. R., contains

400

20 dwellings. The first settlement was made by Jonas Sellick, (from Rutland
near Wrights Corners.® There are 5 churches in town.^

co., Vt.,) in

1802,

formed from Attica, Feb. 14, 1816. Wethersfield was taken off in
an interior town, lying n. w. of the center of the co. Its surface is a rolling upland,
broken by deep ravines. The streams are Tonawanda Creek and its branches, draining the w
and small branches of Oatka and East Coy Creeks, draining the e. parts of the town. The summits of the highest hills are 400 to 700 ft. above the valleys. The soil is a gravelly and clayey

ORAIVGEVIL.L.E—was

1823.

It is

,

loam underlaid by hardpan. Orang'eville Center (Orangeville p. o.) contains 15 houses;
Johnsonsbui'gli, (p. v.,) on Tonawanda Creek, lies partly in Sheldon. Pop. about 100.
Halls Corners (East Orangeville p. o.) is a hamlet. The first settlement was made in
The first
1805, by John Duncan, on Lot 13, and Elisha Doty, from Cayuga co., on Lot 12.^
church (Presb.) was organized by Rev. John Alexander, July 11, 1812.*
Corners; the first gristmill was built by Silas Newell, in 1813,
near Wyoming A'illage the first sawmill, by A. Worden. in 1809,
at West Middlebury Amzi Wright kept the first inn. at Wrights
Corners, in 1806. In May, 1817, Artemus Shattuck, a citizen
of this town, went into the woods, a distance from home, to
While cutting off a log that had been partially split
chop.
open, his foot was caught in the crack, and he hung for a long
time
suspended by his foot and partially supported by one hand.
ii McKay.
2 The census reports 5 churches ; Bap., M. E., Presb., Univ.,
Despairing of receiving aid, and entirely unable to extricate
K.C.
himself, he finally unjointtd his ankle with his pocket knifo,
and
3 In 1812 and '14, Chas. Richardson and Daniel H. Worcester
made a crutch of a crooked stick, and started for the house.
Fettled at Java Village, and Charles Fox at Curriers Corners. He was found about dark, and carried to the house, where his
The first mill was erected by Daniel H. Worcester, at Java Vil- leg was amputated liy a surgeon, lie recovered, became a Bap.
the first inn was kept by Chas. Fox, at Curriers minister, and lived many years.
lage, in 1816
' 2
Bap., and 1 each F. W. Bap., Presb.. and M. E.
Corners, in 1818; and the first store, by Mr. Comstock, at Java
8 Lemuel Chase and James
1820.
in
Sayer settled about the same time,
Village,
* The census reports 4 churches
Cong., M. E., F. W. Bap., and and Seth and Adial Sherwood. Silas Merrifield. and A.sahel
Ward in 1806 Truman Lewis and a number of other families
E.G.
6 This
academy was founded mainly by the efforts and libe- in 1807. The fir.'^t child born was a son of Seth Sherwood, in
Its main 1807; the first marriage was that of Adial Sherwood and Miss
rality of several of the first settlers of the village.
building was erected by subsci-iption. in 1817. It now has Wood, in 1S09 and tlie first deatli, that of Mrs. .Tames Sayer.
Bome endowments, and is under the charge of the B.iptist de- Corinna Lewis and .Marv McKniglit commenced the first schools,
For many years it was cnn.'^idered the first insti- May 1,1811; Isaac Jloore k^-pt the first inn, in 1811. at the
)ioniination.
tution w. of the Genesee River, and still maintains a high repu- Center; and Silas Hubbard the first store, in 1814, at the same
Robert Hopkins erected the first sawmill, in ISIO, and
tiition.
place.
6 In 1803 a number of immigrants from Tt. .tiettled in the
Levi Johnson the first gristmill, in 1817.
9 The census
tiiwn, among whom were Reuben Chamberlain. .Tabez Warren,
reports 4 churches; Presb., Bap., Kef. Prot. D,
Frederick Gilbert, Sterling Sterns, and Israel M. Dewey. The and Friends.
priit btore was kept by Edwin i'utuam, in 1810, near SVrights

1 Nathan and
Joseph Dixon, Joseph and Justice Bailey, and
Sebetiah Ward settled previous to 1807. The first death was
that of Sophia Smith, in 1817. The tirst school was taught by
Maria Bellinger, in 1809. The first inn was kept by Lewis
AVood, at Portageville, in 1824; and the first store, by Foot &
Martin, the same j-ear. The first sawmill was erected in 1812,
and the first gristmill in 1820, on the river, by Mumford, Smith,

;

;

;

;

;

;
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PERRY^ — was formed from

A

Leicester, (Livingston co.,) March 11, 1814.
part of Covington
in 1821.
It lies on the e. border of the co., N. of the center.
The foot of
Its streams are small brooks and creeks.
Its surface is level or gently rolling.
Silver Lake lies along the s. border.
Perry, (p. v.,) upon the outlet of Silver Lake, was

was taken

oflF

in 1817,

and Castile

It contains the Perry Academy,'^ a newspaper office, a bank, a woolen factory,
3 flouring mills, and several churches. Pop. 935.
Perry Center (p. v.) contains a church
and 40 dwellings.' "f^'est Perry is a hamlet. The first settlement was made in 180G, on Lot
The first religious services were held at Perry Center, in Dec.
28, by Josiah Williams, from Yt.*

incorp. in 1829.

1813, by Rev. Mr. Herrick, (Bap.,) when he was retreating from Buffalo. The fii'st church
was organized at the Center, by Rev. Oliver Ayer and Silas Hubbard, June 28, 1814.*

(Presb.)

PIKE*—

was formed from Nunda, (Livingston co.,) March 6, 1818. Eagle was taken off in
1823, and a part of Genesee Falls in 1846. It lies on the s. border of the co., e. of the center.
East Coy Creek flows s. through the e. part, and
Its surface is a hilly and broken upland.
Wiscoy Creek s. e. through the center. Enory Hill, the highest point, is about 100 ft. above the
R. R. at Castile,

and the lowest

point, in the

s.

e. corner, is

200

ft.

below the

r. r.

The

soil is

a

gravelly and clayey loam. There are several quarries of building stone in town. Pilte, (p. v.,)
on Wiscoy Creek, near the center, was incorp. Aug. 11, 1848. It contains the Genesee Conference
Seminary.^ an iron foundery, a flouring mill, a woolen factory, and 3 churches. Pop. 581. East

on East Coy Creek, contains a church, a flouring mill, an extensive paper mill, and
PiKe Five Corners, Grifiltlis Corners, and East Coy (p. o.) are
hamlets. The first settlement was made in 1806, by Peter Granger, Eli Griffith, Asahel Newcomb, Phineas Harvey, and Caleb Powers, all from Whitehall, N. Y.' The first church was
formed, Sept. 25, 1821, at Pike Village.*

Pike,

(p. V.,)

50 dwellings.

SUEEDOIV—was

formed from Batavia, (Genesee co.,) March 19, 1808.
Attica was taken
and Bennington and China in 1818. Its surface is a rolling upland, 400 to 600 ft.
Tonawanda Creek flows through the e. and several tributaries of Buffalo
above the valleys.
Creek through the w. part. The soil upon the hills is a thin, dark loam underlaid by hardpan^
and in the valleys a gravelly loam. StryKersville, (p. v.,) in the s. w. corner of the town,
contains several mills, 2 churches, and about 400 inhabitants. Varysburgli,^" (p. v.,) in the
N. E., upon Tonawanda Creek, contains 2 churches and 20 dwellings.
Slieldon (p. o.) and
North Slieldon (p.o.) are hamlets. Jolinsonsbur^li (p. v.) is on the line of Orangeville,
The first settlement was made in the n. part, in 1804, by Roswell Turner, agent of Phelps and
Chipman, the original purchasers of the town.^^ The first religious meeting (Bap.) was held at
the house of Roswell Turner, by Rev. Mr. Spencer. The first church was formed at the Center,
off in 1811,

in 1808.12

WARSAff —was

formed from Batavia, (Genesee co.,) March 19, 1808.
Middlebury was
and Gainesville in 1814. It is an interior town, lying n. e. of the center of the
CO.
Its surface is a broken upland, divided into two ridges by the valley of Oatka Creek.
The
declivities of the hills are steep, and their summits 700 ta 1,000 ft. above the valleys.
Upon Mill
Brook, a small tributary of Oatka Creek, is a perpendicular fall of 105 ft. "Warsavr, (p. v.,)
the CO. seat, was incorp. April 17, 1843. It lies in the valley of Oatka Creek, at the center of the

taken

1
2

off in 1812,

Named from Commodore 0. H. Perry.
The academy buildings were erected by subscription of the

school

was taught by Miss Beulah Abell, (from Washington

co.,)

summer

sustained here for several years.
were Seth Canfield, Samuel and

of 1809. Eli GritBth kept the first inn, at Pike
Village, in 1808, and Tilly Parker the first store, in 1^10, at the
same place. Eli Griffith built the first .sawmill, in 1809, and the
first gristmill, in 1810, a little above Pike Village.
3 The census
reports 4 churches ; 2 M. E., and 1 each Cong,

Williams, in 1815. The first .school was tau^'ht at Perry Center, in 1813, IiyAnn Mann trom Mass. The first inn was kept by
Amos Smith, a little e. of the Center, in 1811 the first store, by
T. & J. C. Edgerley and the first mill was erected at Perry Village, by .John Hamersley, in 1812.
» The census
reports 7 churches 2 Bap., 2 M. E., and 1 each
Presb., Cong., and Univ.
• Named from Gen. Zebulon
Montgomery Pike.
1 The
seminary buildings were erected in 1856, at a cost of
$9,000 they have accommodations for yOO students. The property is belli by a board of trustees, and is under the patronage
of the F. W. IJap. denomination.
8 The first child born was
Louisa, daughter of Asahel Newcomb, in Aug. 1806; the first marriage was that of iUissell II.
Benton and Snsanniih Olin, Feb. 23, 1809; and the first deaths
were those of twin cliildrHn of Phineas Harvey, in the spring
»f 1807.
Mr. Harvey died the succeeding autumn. The first

of the first .settlers.
Mr. Turner was the father of 0. Turner, Esq., author of th»
of
the
Holland
Purchase, Phelps and Gorham PurHistory
chase, Ac. Among the other early settlers were Robert Carr
and David Howard, in 1805 Seth Gates, Lemuel Castle, Levi
Street, Marvin Brace, Stephen Welton, (from Eastern New York,)
and Uriah Persons, (from Penn.,) in 1806. The more recent settlements in the town have been made mostly by German immiThe first child born was Chipman Phelps Turner, in
grants.
1805; the first m.arriage was that of Justin Loomis and Polly
Kolph. in 1807; and the fir.st death, that of David Hoard, who
was killed by the falling of a limb of a tree, in 1805. The first
school was taught at North Sheldon, by Polly Pol ph. in 1807 ;
the first inn was kept by Roswell Turner, in ISOO, at North
Sheldon. Wni. Vary built the first sawmill, in iS06, and the
first gristmill, in 1808. at Varysburgh.
12 The census reports 8 cburcbes; 2 M.E., and 1 each Presb.,
Cong., Bap., F. W. Bap., Kef. Prot. D., aud R. C.

iiihaliitants, and cost $12,000.
the State for a normal school.
3

An academy was

*
Among the
Nath'l Howard,

This school has been offered to

first settlers

in the

Amos Smith, Phicol M.Ward, and Amos Otis, — and Bap.
10 Named from Wni.
mostly from New England. The first death was that of Nancy
Vary, one
;

;

;

:

"

;
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town. Besides the co. buildings, it contains 5 churches, an academy,^ 2 newspaper offices, a hank,
an insurance company and office, and several important manufactories.^ Pop. 1,200. Soutb
Warsa"fV (p. o.) is a hamlet. £ast 'Warsa'W is ap. o. The first settlement was made at
Warsaw Village, by Elizur Webster, in 1803.^ The first church (Cong.) was organized July 14,
1808
still

;

Eev. John Lindsley was the

first

preacher.

Their church edifice was built in 1817, and

is

occupied.*

Tf'ETMERSFIELiD —was

formed from OrangeviUe, April 12, 1823. It is an interior town,
w. of the center of the co. Its surface is a rolling upland. Tonawanda, East Coy, and
liersfield Springs, (p. v.,) in the
Wiscoy Creeks all take their rise in this town.
N. E. corner, contains 3 churches and 25 dwellings. Hermitage, (p. v.,) on the e. border of the
Siiiitbs Corners (Wethersfield p. o.) is a
contains 2 churches and 20 dwellings.
lyino-

s.

Wet

tovra,

The first settlement was made on Lot 11, in 1810, by Lewis Hancock, Guy Morgan,
and Calvin Clifford, from Jefferson co.* Rev. Mr. Boomer (Bap.) was the first preacher.®

hamlet.

Acres of Land, Valuation, Population, Dwellings, Families, Freeholders, Schools, Live
Stock, Agricultural Products, and Domestic Manufactures, of Wyoming County.

Names

of Towns.

YATES COUNTY.
This county was formed from Ontario, Feb. 5, 1823, and named
from Joseph C. Yates, then governor. Barrington and Starkey
•were added from Steuben, April 6, 1824.
It is centrally distant
172 mi. from Albany, and contains an area of 370 sq. mi. Its
surface consists of a series of ridges extending from Steuben co.
in a northerly direction, and gradually declining from a height of
about 1,700 ft. above tide, upon the s. border, to a level of the undulating region near the foot of Seneca Lake. The first or most eastern
of these ridges lies between Seneca and Crooked Lakes, and occupies the towns of Barrington, Starkey, Milo, Torrey, and a part
The highest summit is about 900 ft. above Crooked
cf Benton.
Lake and 1,200 above Seneca. The slopes are generally gradual
and the inclination uniform. The second ridge occupies the high peninsula between the two
branches of Crooked Lake, and extends n. through Jerusalem, finally losing itself in the rolling
"
upland of Benton. The s. part of this ridge is known as Blufi" Puint," from its abrupt termination.
It is about 400 ft. above the lake.
The third range lies between the w. branch of
Crooked Lake and Flint Creek, and occupies the w. part of Jerusalem, the e. part of Italy, and
the s. E. part of Potter. The highest summits in the s. are about 700 ft. above the lake. A fourth
ridge lies between the valleys of Flint Creek and West River, and extends n. through the w. part
of Potter. A fifth range occupies that portion of Middlesex lying between West River Hollow
and Canandaigua Lake. The declivities of the last two ranges are mostly very steep and their
summits are 800 to 1,000 ft. above the valleys. The uplands, except in the extreme w. part, are
smooth and arable to their summits. The valleys between them are wide and exceedingly fertile,
and the n. part of the co. is a fine rolling region.
The lowest rocks in the co. are the upper series of the Hamilton shales, cropping out on the
lower course of the Crooked Lake Outlet. Next above these, upon the same stream, appear the
Tully limestone, Genesee slate, and Portage groups. The first of the three, furnishing lime, is
the most valuable mineral in the co. The Portage group near Penn Yan furnishes a good quality
of flagging stone, and is extensively quarried for that purpose. The shales and sandstone of the
Chemung group occupy the summits in the s. part of the co. calcareous tufa is found upon
Crooked Lake Outlet, and marl in the swamps near the foot of the lake.
Iron pyrites have
been found in considerable quantities at Blufi" Point. The soil for the most part consists of a
fine quality of gravelly loam, intermixed with clay and the disintegrated shales of the Portage
;

;

group.

It is well

adapted to either tillage or pasturage.

The principal streams in the co. are Crooked Lake Outlet, Keshong Creek, Big Stream, Rock
Seneca Lake, forming the e. boundary of the co., is 447 ft.
i^tream, Flint Creek, and West River.
above tide, and Canandaigua Lake, forming a part of the w. boundary, 608 ft. Crooked Lake,'
near the center, two-thirds of

it

lying within the

co., is

718

ft.

above tide and

Its N. part is divided by Blufi" Point into two branches, each of which is from
Owing to the depredations of the midge winter wheat is less grown than

is

18 mi. in length.

one to two mi. wide.

formerly, while spring
grains, root crops, stock, wool, and fruit are much more extensively and profitably produced.
The outlet of Crooked Lake afi'ords large water power for manufacturing purposes, as yet but

—

slightly improved.
The county seat

is located at the village of Penn Yan,'' on the line of Milo and Benton.'
The
courthouse* and jail combined was erected in 1824; and in 1834 it was burned. In 1835 a
new brick courthouse was built, on a public square, at a cost of $12,000.
jail, detached, was
erected the same season. The latter was destroyed Py fire in Feb. 1857, and was rebuilt the same
clerk's office was erected some years previous, upon the public square
year, at a cost of $10,200.

first

A

A

1 Called
by the Indians 0-go-yarga, a promontory projecting
into the lake.
2 The commissioners who located the co.
seat, were John Sutton, of Tompkins CO., George II. Feeter, of Herkimer co., and
Joseph ]5. Walton, of Otsego co.
s The first court was held at the house of Asa
Cole, in Penn
Yan, on the first Tuesday in June, 182;i. The first bo.ird of supervisors met at the same place. The first co. officers were Wil'iajn M.OUver, First Judge j James Taylor, JHst. Ally. ; Abraham

H.Bennett, Oo. CHerk; James P.Robinson, Sheriff; and AbrE^
ham P. Vosburgh, Surrogate.
* John
Sutton, of Tompkins, Geo. 11. Feeter, of Herkimer, and
Joseph B. Walton, of Otsego cos., were appointed couimissionera
to locate the co. buildings, and Wm. Shattuck, of Benton, Geo,
Sherman and Samuel Stewart, of Milo, to erect them. Th«
courts were to l)e held at the house of Asa Cole until the courthouse was finished.
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with the other public buildings, near the center of the village. The co. poorhouse is located on
The average
a farm of 123 acres in the town of Jerusalem, about 5 mi. s. w. of Penn Yan.*
number of inmates is 86, and they are supported at a weekly cost of $1 40 each. A school is
of the year, and religious services are held occasionally.
taught in the house during a portion
The Crooked Lake Canal extends along the outlet of Crooked Lake, and enters Seneca Lake at
Dresden. It opens a direct water communication with Yates co. and the n. portion of Steuben,

and affords an easy and cheap means of transportation. The Elmira, Jefferson & Canandaigua
R. R. extends through the co., e. of the center, connecting with the N. Y. C. R. R. at the n.
terminus and with the N. Y. & E. R. R. at the s. These two works of internal improvement furnish market facilities equal to those generally enjoyed by the interior cos. of the State.
Three newspapers are published in the

The early
sect

founded by Jemima

co.^

intimately associated with the history of the "Friends," a religious
This singular woman took the name of the "Universal
Wilkinson.*
as a prophet by her followers, among whom were persons of respecta-

history of this co.

is

Friend," and was regarded

wealth, and influence. At a general meeting of the sect, in Conn., in 1786, it was resolved
some unsettled region and found a colony where they might live in peace and in the
undisturbed enjoyment of their religious opinions. Three of their number were delegated to
bility,

to emigrate to

seek out a proper location.* They proceeded to Penn., went up the Susquehanna River, and followed the route of Gen. Sullivan to Seneca Lake, where they finally determined to locate. In
June, 1787, 25 "Friends" set out for the land of promise by the way of the Mohawk Valley. They
settled about 1 mi. s. of the present village of Dresden, the location being fixed upon from its
close proximity to the fine waterfalls upon Crooked Lake Outlet.* During the fall they prepared
the land, and in the following season sowed it with winter wheat, which they harvested in 1789
and this was the first wheat crop raised in Western N. Y. In 1789, Wm. Potter and Thos. Hathaway,
two of their number, purchased of the State 14,000 acres of land lying between Seneca Lake
and the Pre-emption Line, and subsequently Thos. Hathaway and Benedict Robinson purchased
the town Jerusalem of Phelps and Gorham.* In 1789, Jemima and a large number of her followers
;

1 This
huilfling, erected 25 years ago, is 100 ft. by 50, and 3 stories
high,
including basement. The farm yields a revenue of $1,000.
"
The Perm ran Herald was established at Penn Yan in May,
In 1820 it appeared as
ISIS, Viy Abraham H. Bennett.
Tlie
In 1835 it was pub. by
Bi-nnett & Reed, in 1842 by Eeed & Bennett, and in
1847 by Alficd I'eed. In 1850 Darius A. 0?den became
proprietor, in 1853 Keubeu Spicer, and iu 1857 Geo. D. A.

no cap, letting her hair hang down as has been described. She
wears her neckcloth like a man; her chemise is buttoned around
the neck and wrists. Her outside garment is arobe, under which
it is said she wears an expensive dress, the fashion of whicii is
Penn
Democrat.
made to correspond neither with that of man nor woman. Her
understanding is not deficient, except touching her religious fanaticism. She is very illiterate, yet her memory is very great;
artful in discovering many circumstances which foil out among
her disciples. On all occasions she requires the most extraBridgman, its present publisher.
The Tales County EepuhUiMn was started Dec. 16, 1824, by E. J. ordinary attentions that can be bestowed upon her one or more
Fowle. and continued 10 years. He then sold it to John of her disciples usually attend upon her and perform the most

Yan

:

who

pulilished it as
The. Penn Yan Enquirer about 2 years, when it was discontinued.
The Western Star was pub. at Penn Yan in 1833 by H. Gilbert.
The Mucdlany was pub. at Penn Yan in 1833 by Thos. H. Bassett.
The Demnerailc Whig was commenced in 1837 by
Child.
About 2 years after it passed into the hands of Nicholas
D. 8uydam. who changed its name to
The Tales Cimnty Whig. In 1846 it passed into the hands of
Rodney L. Adams. In 1852 Mr. Adams sold it to Cleveland & Look.
Jlr. Look soon retired, and in 1856 its
name was changed to
Tlie
Clironlcle. It is now published
by StaRbrd C. Cleveland.
The Demncratic Organ was commenced in 1844 at Penn Yan by
Harvey L. Winants, and published about 2 years.
The, Penn Tun Telegraph, da., was issued from the otRce of The
Whig, pir (5 mos. in 1846.
Tlie
was commenced at Dundee, .Ian. 25,
1844, by Gift'ord .1. Booth.. Edward Hoaglaud succeeded
to its editorship in 1847, John J. Diefendorf in 1853, and
D. S. Bniner, its present publisher, in 1857.
* Jemima Wilkinson wa.s the
daughter of Jeremiah Wilkinson,
a R. I. farmer. She was one of a family of 12 children and had
In her 20th year she had a
little or no advantages of education.
severe attiic.k of fever ; and for some time her life was despaired of.
Upon her recovery she claimed that she had been raised from the
dead. that her carnal existence was ended and henceforth her
and that she was endowed with
life was to be spiritual and divine,
the power of prophecy. She soon commenced traveling and exhorting, and succeeded in converting many persons, among whom
were several substantial New England farmers. The following
ddscription of her person is copied from "The New Haven
dated
Gazette and Connecticut
1787. " She is

Reniraiok,

Wm.

Yates County

DuMdee Record

—

—

Magazine,"

March,

about the middle
woman, not genteel in her person, rather
awkward in her carriage; her complexion good, her eyes relilack
and
her hair black and waving with
brilliant,
markably
beautiful ringlets upon her neck and shoulders. Her features are
and
the
whole
of
her
is thought by many to be perfacte
tegular,
As she is not to be supposed of either sex, so
fectly beautiful.
tb is neutrality is manifest in her personal appearance.
She wears
size of

menial services.

Her pronunciation

is

after the peculiar dialect

of the most illiterate of the countrypeople of New ilngland. Her
preaching has very little connection, and is very lengthy, at times
cold and languid, but occasionally lively, zealous, and animated."
When she first arose from her bed of sickness, she assumed that
there was once such a person as .Jemima Wilkinson, but that she
died and went to heaven, after which the Divine Spirit reanim.ated
that same body and it arose from the dead now, this divine inhabitant is Christ Jesus our Lord, the Friend to all mankind,
and gives his name to the body to which he is united, and thereShe
fore liody and spirit conjointly is the '^Universal Friend."
assimied to have two " Witnesses." corresponding in all respects
to those prophesied in Rev. chap. xi. from 3d to 13th verses
These were James Parker and Sarah Richards. During her whole
life she never yielded the pretensions which she at first made and
her whole career had the merit of consistency. Among the principal peculiar tenets of the sect was the strict enforcement of the
Shaker doctrine of celibacy .as indispensable to a pure life. The
meetings were conducted after the manner of the Quakers, the
whole congregation often sitting in perfect silence for an hour or
more. Si'e Turner's Hist, nf The Phelps and Gorham Purchase.
This extraordinary woman exerted a strong influence over her
followers, who gratuitously planted and hoed her corn, sowed
and reaped her wheat, and cut and gathered her hay, always
having care to be of no trouble or expense to the Friend upon
these occasions. On one occasion she addressed, through an interpreter, a bandof Oneidas whohad encamped near her settlement
on their way to a treaty, endeavoring to convince them that she

—

;

;

—

Christ. They listened with apparent attention, and, when
she had finished, one of the chiefs arose and delivered a short address to his countrymen. She requested to have it interpreted
to her, when the savage contemptuously replied, in broken English, that if she were the character she assumed to be, she would
have understood the poor Indian as well as any one. She died
July 1. 1819, and her sect has long since been broken up. Hudr
son's Life of Jemima Wilkinson.
< Abraham
Dayton. Richard Smith, and Thomas Hathaway.
6 The first
gristmill in Western N.Y. wasbnilt in 1789, by Kich'd
Smitb,James Parker,and Abraham Dayton, 2j mi. from PenuYnn.
6 " It was a rule at that
early period with Messrs. Phelps iSc

was

—

—
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framed house in the co. was erected for her, on a farm of 1000 acres set apart
For a time the colony flourished; but soon neighbors began to arrive, and
the
were
jealousies
engendered, and a series of persecutions commenced, -wliich seriously retarded
progress of the colony and embittered the last days of the ''Friend."'^

came

in.

The

first

for her especial use.

BARRINGTOIV—was formed from Wayne, (Steuben co.,) April 6, 1822. It lies upon the e.
bank of Crooked Lake, in the s. part of the co. Its surface consists principally of a high ridge,
Stream flows
sloping gradually upward from Crooked Lake to a height of GOO to 800 ft. Big
Lake the
through the s. e. corner, in a deep ravine bordered by steep declivities. From Crooked
ascent is nearly uniform for 2 miles and the summit of the ridge is rolling. The soil is a slaty
the center,
gravel mixed with clay, and is generally productive. Harrington,^ (P-'^v) near
contains 1 church and 25 houses. The first settlement was made in 1800, by Jacob Teeples.^ The
Kev. Jas. Osgood (Bap.) was the first preacher. There are two churches in town; Bap. and M. E.
;

—

"
Jerusalem, Feb. 12, 1803, as Vernon." Its name was changed
Benton April 2, 1810. Milo was taken off in 1818, and a part
of Torrey in 1851. It is the n. e. corner town of the co. Its surface is rolling and gradually
descending toward the n. and e. From §eneca Lake the land slopes upward for a mile, and to
a height of about 300 ft., where it spreads out in a beautiful undulating region. The valley of
Crooked Lake, 200 ft. below the summits of the table land, extends about 1 mi. into the s. part
of the town. Keshong Creek passes through the n. e. corner. The soil is clay along the lake,
but upon the hills it is a deep, rich, clayey and gravelly loam, well adapted to almost every branch
of agriculture. Bellona, (Benton p.o.,) situated on Keshong Creek, in the n. e. part, contains
2 churches, (pop. 205;) and Benton Center (p. v.) 2 churches and 28 dwellings. Fergusons Corners (p. o.) is a hamlet. The village of Penn Yan lies partly within this town.
The first settlement was made in the spring of 1789, by Levi Benton, from Catskill, Greene co.*
The first religious meetings were held in the barn of Levi Benton, in 1792, and were conducted by
Ezra Cole. There are now 4 churches in town.®

BEHTTOIV* was formed from

to "Snell" April 6, 1808,

ITAL.Y—was

and

to

formed from Naples, Feb.

15, 1815.

It is the

s.

w. corner town of the

Its

co.

surface consists of three distinct ridges, each attaining an elevation of about 1000 ft. above CananHollow
daigua Lake. These ridges are divided by the valley of Flint Creek known as Italy

—

—

and West River Hollow. The valleys are generally narrow and bordered by steep and often
The summits of the ridges are broken uplands. The soil is a slaty and
precipitous sides.
gravelly loam and

is

best adapted to pasturage.

Italy Hill

in
(p. v.) is situated

the s.e. corner;

and Italy IIollO'W (p. o.) on Flint Creek, s. of the center. The first settlement in the town
was made by John Mower, at West Hollow, in 1793.'' There are 4 churches in town.^

JERUSALXIM —was organized Jan.

1789, and Benton was taken
was annexed Feb. 25, 1814.

off in 1803.

A small part

on the w. bank of
Crooked Lake and is the central town in the co. Its surface is divided into two distinct ridges
by the w. branch of the lake and its inlet. The e. ridge terminates on the s. in Bluff Point, a
on
promontory, 8 mi. in extent, lying between the two branches of Crooked Lake and it extends
the N. into the town of Benton. It is about 400 ft. high and 1* to 2 mi. wide, and is bordered by
The continuity of this ridge is broken by a remarkable depression extending
(Steep declivities.
of Steuben

co.,

in the forks of the lake,

It lies

;

Gorham, in selling a picked township, to require the purchaser
to draw for another township at the same price. Kobinson and
Hathaway, after purchasing Jerusalem, drew what is now the
town of Genesee, Livingston co. The Friend objected to her
trading and buying property at a distance,' and, fearing
her displeasure, they prevailed upon Mr. Phelps to release them
froin the bargain, which he was quite willing to do, as he had
'

people

—

Turner^s Hist.
ascertained the value of the township."
1 She was several times
prosecuted for blasphemy, and was
harassed by lawsuits, which were chiefly instigated by those who
had once been her followers and friends. Turner's Uisl. of T)ie

—

and Gorham l^rchase.
called " Warsaw."
The next settlers were Thomas Bronson, from Conn.;

I^he.lp.t
2 Sometimes

8

Wm.

Coolbaugh, from N.J. ; Jonathan Davis, William Ovenshire, Oliver
I'arker, Matthew Knapp, Joseph Fenton, John Kriss, and Henry
Spry. The first school was taught by A. C. West, in 1810. Jacob
Tallies kepttlie iirst tavern, in 1804, on the Bath Road and Elijah
Towusend, the first store. John Carr erected the first gristmill,
and Wn\. Cummins the first sawmill.
< Named from Levi Benton, the first settler.
5 T.
Spencer settled at Bellona in 1790 George Wheeler, Robert ChisBoa, Jas. Scofield, Otis Barden, and Daniel Browu in
;

;

1791 ; and Ezra Cole, Eliphalet Hull, and Samuel and Cyrus Buell,
with their families, in 1792. The first birth was that of Matilda
Buell, in Sept. 1792; the first marriage, that of Thos. Barden and
Olive Benton, in 1791; and the first deaths, those of Ephraim
and Samuel Wheeler, who both died in the fall of 1792. The firct
sawmill was built by Dr. Caleb Benton, in 1790. at Bellona. The
first store was kept by Luther Benton and James Stoddard, in
1799, and the first inn by Ezra Cole, in IROO. John Coates tjiuglit
the first school, at Benton Center, in the winter of 1794. The
first town meeting was held at the house of Daniel Brown.
6 Two M.
E., Bap., and Presb.
Isaac Whitney,
J Josiah
Bradish, Seth Sprague, Fisher and
William Dunton, Edward Low, William Clark, Archibald ArmMorris and Hastings,
strong, Card Knowles, John Armstrong,
settled in 1794 and '95, and Natlian Scott and Andrew Robson in
1809. The first birth was that of Polly Mower, in Oct. 1795 and
a child of Mr. Mower was the first that died. The first marriage
was that of Jabez Metcalf and Nancy Torrey. Nancy Torrey
Hollow. Elias Lee kept
taught the first school, in 1803, at West
the first tavern, at the same place, in 1806; Abraham Maxfield
the first store, at Italy Hollow; Asahel Stone, jr., erected the first
saw and grist mill, at the same place, at an early date.
8 Two
Bap., M. E., and Presb.
;
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from the head of the w. branch of Crooked Lake e. to the e. branch. The highest point in this
valley is about 70 ft. above the lake. The ridge on the w, rises gradually for 3 or 4 mi. and attains
a height of about 700 ft. above the lake, where the surface spreads out into a rolling upland. The
Brancbsoil is a gravelly and slaty loam, and is vrell adapted to both pasturage and tillage.
port, (p. V.,) situated at the head of the w. branch of Crooked Lake, contains 3 churches and

Rinneys Corners (Bluff Point p. o.) is situated in the e. part of the town
Sbermans Hollovr and Yatesville are p. offices. The first settlement was made by

about 55 houses.

;

Jemima Wilkinson, in 1789.^ In that year crops of wheat were harvested in the town, and a mill
was erected that made flour the same season. The first, and for a long time the only, religious serThere are 4 churches in town.^
vices in town were conducted by Jemima, at her own house.

MIDDIiESEX—was formed in

"

Its name was changed April 6, 1808.
Augusta."
1832, and a part was annexed to Potter in 1856. It is the n. w. corner
town, lying upon the e. bank of Canandaigua Lake. Its surface consists chiefly of high ridges
separated by narrow valleys. The summits are 500 to 600 ft. above the lake. The valley of West

was taken

Potter

1789, as

off in

Kiver divides the ridges, and the valley of a small stream known as Boat Brook divides the w.
"
ridge into two peaks, the n. of which is known as Bare Hill." The soil is clayey on the summits
of the hills, and gradually changes to a deep gravelly loam in the valleys.

Near Federal Hollow,
a mile from Rushville, is an inflammable spring.' Middlesex Center (Middlesex p.o.) contains 3 churches and 20 dwellings. Overacliers Corners is a hamlet. The first settlement

was made

in 1789. Judge Potter, one of the surveyors of Phelps and Gorham's purchase, was the
original purchaser of the town, and took an active part in its first settlement.* Many of the first
settlers were adherents of Jemima Wilkinson ; and for a considerable time there was no other

religious association in the town.

There are now 4 churches.*

MI1<0 —^was

formed from Benton, March 6, 1818. A part of Torrey was taken off in 1851.
Its surface rises from
It lies on the e. border of the co., between Seneca and Crooked Lakes.
Seneca Lake in a gentle and gradual slope for 2 mi., where it attains an elevation of about 400 to
500 ft. From this summit the land spreads out into an undulating region, gradually declining
on the w. to the valley of Crooked Lake. The soil is principally a gravelly loam, with some clay
Penn Yan,* (p. v.,) the county
in the vicinity of Penn Yan and on the shore of Seneca Lake.
It is situated at the foot of Crooked Lake, and is an important
seat, was incorp. April 27, 1833.
A daily steamer connects it with Ilamstation on the Elmira, Jefferson & Canandaigua R. R.
It contains 6 churches, a high school,^ 2 newspaper
of
Lake.
the
head
Crooked
at
mondsport,
'

—

2,114 in Milo, 163 in Benton.
establishments, and a bank. Pop. 2,277,
contains 150 inhabitants and Ilimrods Corners (Milo p. v.) 78.
;

commenced

Milo Center
The

first

(p. v.)

settlement was

by the followers of Jemima Wilkinson, from R. I., in 1787.* The first
were conducted by Jemima Wilkinson. There are now 10 churches in town.^

in the N. part,

religious services

POTTERS"—^was

formed from Middlesex, April 26, 1832, and part of Middlesex was annexed
near the center of the n. border of the co. Its surface is hilly in the s. w., and
Flint Creek, the principal stream, flows northerly through near the
rolling in the center and n.
center of the town.
swamp of 1 to 1^ mi. wide extends along its course for 8 mi. n. of Potter
Center. The soil is a slaty loam in the s. w., and a gravelly and sandy loam, with an intermixture
Dec. 18, 1856.

It lies

^

A

of clay, in the remaining parts. Rusbville (p. v.) is partly in Gorhara, Ontario co., but principally in the n.w. part of this town. Pop. 583,— 408 in Potter, 175 inGorham. Potter Center
(Potter p.
in 1788,

0.)

contains 20 houses.

by the

followers of

Voah.

is

a p.

Jemima Wilkinson.

were Thomas Hathaway and Daniel Brown.
Jemima, 'T/iC Universal Friend," as she was called,
with
a large retinue, among whom were Sarah
the
town
entered
Kichaids and Rachael Malin, her two "Witnesses," Isaac Kinney,
Solomon Ingraham, Samuel Doolittle, and Wm. Sandford, as part
of her family, all from Rhode Island. They all lived with Jemima
in the house previously erected for her, the first frame house
built in Western N. Y. The first gristmill was built by Richard
Smith. James Parker, and Abraham Dayton, 2| mi. from Penn
Yan. David Wagener opened the first public house, at the same
place; Daniel Brown built the first sawmill, north of Branchport;
and John Noyes taught the first school, in 179-1.
2
8 Beck's
Mineralogy N. T.,p. 166.
Bap., M. E., Presb., Univ.
«
Among the first settlers were Michael Pierce, John Walford,
Jabez French. John Blair, James Lewis, and John McNear, all
from R. I. William Bassett taught the first school, in 1796; Jesse
Gilbert kept the first tavern, near Rushville. and Nelson Wilder
John Walford. jr., built the first sawmill. The
the first store.
first deatli was that of Mrs. Lucy Walford, in 1791.
1

In

Tha

first settlers

1780,

—

*

Two M.

E., Bap.,

and Free WUl Bap.

on the line of Benton. Settlement was begun
The most prominent among them were William

o.

6
Among the early settlers of the village were a Pennsylvanian
and a Yankee, each of whom wished to name the place. The
matter was finally compromised by uniting the first syllable of
their respective designations, Penn and Yan.
7 The Penn Yan
High School wag incorporated as an academy

—

8

The

now in process of erection.
settlers were Abraham Dayton, Richard Smith, Jas.

The building

in 1857.

first

is

Parker, John Lawrence, Stephen Card, Samuel Hartwell. Hezekiah Townsend, David and Peleg Brigg, John Supplet-, Elijah and

Brown, David Wagener, and

lUicajah

Adam Hunt and

bis sons,

Silas. The first death was that of Mrs. Jedcdiah Holmes,
in 1788. As Jemima Wilkinson's creed was the dominant religion of the town at that period and for gome time after, there
were no marriages, and of course no known births. 1 1 was nn
era in which people died and none were legitimately born. Hezekiah Tovnisend kept the first inn, a little E. of Penn Y^an, a.n4
James Hill the first store.
» .3
Bap., 2 M. E., Cong., Wes. Meth., Presb., Prot. E., and R. O.

Abel and

w Named from

first settler

Arnold Potter, an original proprietor and

in town.

tll«
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Potter and his sons William, Arnold, Simeon, and Edward, who had purchased the whole townRev. Mr. Ilaskill was the first settled preacher, in 1796. There are 11 churches in town.*
ship.'

STARH.EY'—was formed

from Reading, (Schuyler co.,) April 6, 1824. It is the s. e, corner
a gradual slope from the bluffs which border upon Seneca Lake to
The bluffs upon the lake
the w. border of the town, where it attains an elevation of about 700 ft.
in the s. half of the town are 100 to 200 ft. high and nearly perpendicular. In the s. part, a ridge
breaks the uniformity of the slope near the center. Big Stream and Rock Stream flow into Seneca
Lake, falling several hundred ft. in their course. The soil is clay along the lake, a sandy loam in
the s. part, and a gravelly loam in the n. Dundee, (p. v.,) incorp. June 26, 1848, situated on Big
Stream, in the w. part, contains 4 churches, the Dundee Academy, a bank, and a newspaper oflSce.
Pop. 732. Eddytoi^'n (p. v.) contains a church and the Starkey Seminary.* Pop. 123. Rocli.
Stream (p. v.) contains 25 houses, and Starkey Corners (Starkey p. o.) 20. Big Stream
Point (p. 0.) and Sliannons Corners are hamlets. Settlement began in 1800.^ Rev. Mr.
Clark conducted the first religious services, in 1808. There are 8 churches in town.®

town of the

Its surface is

co.

TORREY'—was formed from Benton and Mile,

Nov. 14, 1851. It lies upon the e. border of
on the shore of Seneca Lake. Its surface consists of a slope rising from the lake to the w.
Crooked Lake Outlet flows through a deep, narrow, and
border, to an elevation of 400 to 500 ft.
rocky valley. Its whole fall from Crooked to Seneca Lake is 271 ft. The soil on the lake shore is
clayey, and in the center and w. a sandy and gravelly loam. West Dresden^ (P- ^O is located on
Seueca Lake, at the terminus of Crooked Lake Canal. It is a landing for the Seneca Lake steamers.
Pop. 365. The town was settled by the followers of Jemima Wilkinson, mostly from New England,
in 1787.' Jemima was the first preacher.
There are now 2 churches in town Presb. and M. E.

the

CO.,

;

Acres of Land, Valuation,

Population,

Acres OF Land.

Population.

Taluatios of 1858.
8

Names op Towns.

Schools, Live

Dwellings, Families, Freeholders,

and Domestic Manufactures, of Yates Gounty.

Stock, Agricultural Products,

Schools.
S

s

2

I

g

I

1§

16,SS8|
19,496
15.3121
26,394i
15.472i
18.026i

Barrinston.,

Bentou
Italy
Jerusalem..,

Middlesex
Milo

..
,

Potter

16.61 2i

Starkey
Torrey

15,858^
11,481

Total.

155,542i

673

305
487
275
552
258
S46
402
501
247

216
504
289
552
263
610
402
527
258

9,912

3,873

3,621

$491,675

744
1.221

340.814

723

1,014.051
466,485

1,358

1,631,299
741,338

2,228

2,817

1,421,549
652,673
1,060,543
540,822

1,239,093
594,222

51,134

ll$6.825,741

$834,823

$7.660,5&4

5,172*
4,716
5,599A
4,062i

Live Stock.

663
1,065
1,237
9,900

S

"S.

of Towns.
a

'C

Si;

Benton
Italy

Jerusalem..

Middlesex

..

Milo
Potter

Starkey
Torrey
Total,

cqa,

651
924
682

1,024
1,249

1,035

1,639

620
959
750
775
477

880
1,008
1,186
1,061
627

6.773

9,539

855

780

6,351

1,119 12.381
622 3,848
1,109 9.047
598 5,918
970 5.394
686 12.203

889
477

4,999
4,686

7

2,884

107

593
797
697
1,019

457
1,674

893
914
492
7,536"

1,110
2.025

789
1,832
1,141
1,792
1,344
1,507
1,046

12.726
27.183
6,061 J
33.554
22.582i

27^348"
21,147i
22,181
19,703

DaIBT PitODUCTe.

l^li

tn

Harrington..

13
12
12
16
9
14
13
11

Agricultural Products.
Bush, op Grain.

Names

=>

_i_

1,141,587

$12,900
152,678
45,656
69,554
23,670
209,750
88.665
178,550
53,400

$478,775
988,909
295.158
944.497
442.815

5,227

5,009i
10.1564

•"5

I

60.147

117,582
20.305J
61,578^
24,08Si
53,24ni
54.063i
85.004A
54.908

1,378

6,889
8,360
5,311
7,879
3,115
6.963

2,435i
1,827
2,801
1,522
1.392
2,046i 3,970
1,422A 11,5851
1,026
3,840

O

3

ft,

cq

73,995
11,509
34,626 113,173
65,540
6,903
14,814 106,673
7,066
65,885
15,425
92,705i
21.139
63.423
23.927
91,299
44.566
9.364

7,250 64,827 12,586 193,486^ 531,032f 15,860^ 57,912^ 143,773

717,269i

1,523
6,987
23,470
8,055
8,062
2,010
5,147
4,123

O-s
230
441
925i

254
412
301
1,163
67

595
59,972

3,793i

Gnstin, Ahner Hurd, and his son Gen. Timothy Hurd were
Perry, and Benj., Jesse and Joshua Brown came with
th« Potters and settled in the E. part of the town. They were among the first settlers. Andrew Harrison kept the first inn, at
followed by Elias Gilbert, Jabez French, Abram, Isaac, and Jacob Eddytown, in 1808 and Hervey Smith the first store, at the same
Lanu, Francis and Peleg BripcRS, jr., Edward Craft, Amaziah place, in 1809. The first sawmill was built by Timothy Hmd, in
Keyes, M. Sheffield, David Southeriand, Nathan and Calvin 1807. Khoda Royco taught the first school, in 1809.
6 3
Loomis, Abial Thomas, and George Green. The first birth was
Presb., 2 M. E.. Bap., and 2 Christian.
8
' Named from
that of Joshua Briggs tlie first marriage, that of Amaziah Keyes
Usually called "Dresden."
Henry Torrey.
9
in
1795
and
the
first
of
C.
that
The
a
Craft,
death,
first settlers were Asahel Stone, Abel, Elnathan and J(^
and daughter
Major
of James Lewis, in 1796. Arnold Potter built the first saw and nathan Botsford, Benedict Robinson, Thos. Hathaway, Jedediah
gnst mill, in 1792. The first public hoase was opened in 1792, by Holmes, Elisha Luther, David Fi.sh, James Brown, Robert BuckThe first marriage was that of BeneElias Gilliert, and the first store in 1801, by John Griffin.
ley, and Eliphakt Norris.
a 4 M. E., 3
dict Robmson and Susannah Brown, Sept. 1, 1792; and the first
Bap., Cong., Ev. Luth., Univ.. and K. C.
* Named from John Starkey, one of the first settlers.
death, that of Jlrs. Jedediah Holmes, in 1788. Thomas Hathaway
* The seminary building is a 4 story brick edifice.
The school kept the first inn, in 1790 and Eliphalet Norris the first store, in
1792. The first mills were built by Charles Williamson, in 1795
is under the c nitrol of the Christian denomination.
* William
Jacobs, Matthew Royce,
Eddy, Archibald Ellis,
4S
1

Rome

;

;

;

;

INDEX OF GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES.
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Abbreviations.

6a.

bay;

?»r.

brook;

en.

cr. creek; h. liill; isle, island; la. lake;
post officp; p. V. post village; r. river; t. town;

county:
J). 0.

tain; p. pond;

PAGE

PAGE
cr. 587, 597

Aalplaats

235
lo. 700
v. 291
634
p. o. 495
lo. 587
p. o. 666
p. 0. 331
mt. 510
p. V. 355
t. 355
p. v. 400
p. v. 355
h. 541
lo. 163
p. o. 377
lo.

Aaronsbur^h
Abbotsford..

Abbotts Comers

Acabonac Harbor

Academy
Academy

Hill

Accord
Acra

Adam
Adams
Adams
Adams Basin
Ad:ims Center

Adams Kidge
Adamsville
Adamsville
Addison
Addison
Addison Hill

p. v.

«21

t.

621
621

p. o.

Adirondack...mts. 19, 296, 300,
336
v. 303
Adirondack
510
h.
Adueys
Adriance
p. o. 271
V.
225
Afton
p.
t. 225
Afton
Akron
p. v. 292
Alabama.
p. o. 324
t. 324
Alabama
v. 324
Alabama Center
26
Alabama J^priugs
156, 159
Albany City
co. 101, 155
Albany
Albion
p. V. 513
t. 520
Albion
Alden
p. v. 282
t. 281
Ald.n
Alden Center
p. v. 282
lo. 282
AUIen Station
Alder Brook
p. o. 311
Alder Creek
p. v. 462
Al-.\ander
p. v. 324
t. 324
Alexander
Alexandria
p. o. 355
t. 355
Alexandria
355
Alexandria Bay
Alfred
p. o. 169
t. 169
Alfred
Alfred Center
p. v. 169
co. 168
Allegany
mts.
19, 178, 649
Allegany
p. v. 188
Allejiany
r. 21, 23,

Allegany

186, 187,

Alpina
Alpine
Alps
Altay
Alton
Altona

188
t. 187
p. o. 170
t. 170
p. o. 170
cr. 588
p. o. 498
v. 666
p. v. 691
cr. 401
p. V. 170
t. 170
p. v. 170
t. 170
lo. 376
p. v. 610
p. v. 557
p.v. 612
p.v. 694
t. 235

Amaganset

p. v. 6.35

Allegany
Allen
Allen
Allen Center
Aliens
Aliens Hill
AlligerviUe

Alloway

AUyns
Alma
Alma
Almond
Almond

Amber
Amboy

Araboy

Amboy

Center.

Auienia
Anienia Union
Ameniaville

American
Ame.i
Aniesville

Amherst
Amity
Amity
Amity

Falls

p.v. 486
t. 520
v. 481
p. v. 520
t. 269
p. v. 270
p. v. 270
450
p. V. 412
p. o. 662
t. 282
p. v. 510
t. 170
v. 587

p. v. 6:36
p. v. 411

Amityville

Amsterdam
Amsterdam

t.

v.

Anaquassacook

Ancram
Ancram
Ancram Lead

p. v.
t.

Mines.-.p.

Andersonville

t.

p. v.
t.

br.

Andrusville

Angel

o.

p. o.
p. v.

Andes
Andes
Andover
Andover
Andreas

p. o.
h.

Cliff

cr.

Angelica
Angelica
Angelica
Angells Corners
AngelviUe

Angola
Annsberg

p. v.
t.

lo.
lo.

p.v.
lo.

Annsville
Annsville

t.

Ant
Anthony
Anthonys Kil
Anthonys Nose

h.

mt.
cr.

mt. 19, 542,
698
p. v. 355

Antwerp
Antwerp
Apalachin
Apalachin
Appling
Apulia
Arcade
Arcadia
Arcadia

_

t.

3.55

cr. 649,
p. v.

651
652
355
483
712
690
690
604
679
679
679

p. o.
p. V.
v.
p. v.
t.

p. v.

Argusville

la.

Argyle
Argyle
Argyle

p. v.
t.

Aries
Arietta

la.
t.

p. v.

Arkport
Arkville

lo.

Arkwright

p. o.

Arkwrii.'ht

t.

Arkwright Summit. ...p.

o.

Armonk

p. v.

Armstrong

h.
p. v.

Arnoldton

.p. o.

Arthursburgh
A,shbel

br. 223,

Ashbury

v.

Asbford
Asbford
Asbford

lo.

p. v.
t.

Ash Grove
Ash Grove
Ashland
Ashland
Ash Park

v.

Hill

h.
p. v.
t.

p.o.

Ashville

v.

Aspetong

h.

Astoria

p. v.

Atkarton
Athens
Athens

p. v.

lo.

Attica
Attica
Attica Center
City

Augusta
Augusta
Aurelius
Aurelius
Auries

557
337

626
263
210
210
210
703
690
662
272
227
667
700
188
188
6S6
674
231
231
189
213
698
548
662
331

t.

.331

p. v.

712

t. 711
p.o. 712
p. o. 277

Attlebury

Auburn
Augur

411
684
243
242
243
309
259
259
171
170
542
309
533
168
171
171
691
238
290
245
461
699
505
589
589

cr.

Auriesville

Aurora
Aurora

199
p. 300
462
p.v.
t. 462
p. v. 200
t. 200
407, 413
p. v. 413
p. v. 202
t. 283

Au

Sable

Au

.305. 307. 336
Sable.. ..r. 21, 2.32. 2.35, 236,
238, 296, 300, 302, 303

Au
Au

Sable
Sable Forks. ..p.

mts. 232,

29(3.

302,

t.

2.35

v. 236,

302

Austerlitz
Austerlitz

lo.

Avalanche

Avoca
Avoca

Avon
Avon
Avon Springs
Ayreshire

PACE
588
460
622
t
622
V. 37r,557
Bating Hollow
p. o. 637
Batten Kil
680, 683
Battenville
p.v. 683
Baxters
br. 261
lo. 691
Bay Bluff
v. 373
Bay Ridge
lo. 646
Bay Side
View
Bay
p. o. 567
Beach Kidge
p.o. 455
Beacon Hill
mt. 19
Beacrofts
mt. 245
Bean
h. 407,413
Beanville
v. 176
Bear
cr. 216, 688, 682
Bear
la. 216
Bear
mt. 19,486,505,507
Beards
cr. 381, 384
cr. 222
Beardsley
Bear Kil
265
Bearsville
p. o. 668
Bear Swamp
br. 204
Bear Trap
cr. 487
v. 615, 618
Bearytown
Beaver
cr. 223, 388, 491, 497
Beaver
isle 279
Beaver
la. 190
Beaver
p. 704
Beaver
r. 375, 376
Beaver Brook
p.o. 648
Be.aver Dam
cr. 164, 591
Beaver Dams
p.v. 611
Beaver Kil
260, 261, 641, 647,
663
Beaver Kill
p.o. 647
Beikers Corners
lo. 163
Bedford
lo. 367
Bedford
p. v. 698
Bedford
t. 698
Bedford Station
p.o. 698
Bedloes
isle 418, 419
Beechers
cr. 588
Beechers Hollow
v. 588
Becchwond Cemetery. ...lo. 703
Beech Woods
p.o. 644
Beekman
p. o. 270
Beekman
t. 270
Beekman Furnace
lo. 270
Beekmans Corners
lo. 607
Beekmantown
p. o. 236
Beekmantown
t. 236
Beekmantown
v. 702
Beekmanville
v. 270
Beer
cr. 668
Beer Kil
668
Beers Settlemeril
v. 656
Belcher
p. v. 684
Belle Isle
p. v. 481
Belfast
p. V. 171
Belfast
t. 171
Belfort
lo. 376
v. 481
Belgium
Belleville
p. v. 357
t. 309
Bellmont
Bellona
v. 719
la. 317
Bellows
p.v. 034
Bellport
633,634
Bellport Bay
mts. 501, 510
Bellvale
Bellvale
p. v. 510
Belvidere
p. v. 170
Beinis Heights
p. o. 593
Benin Water
p. 507
Bennett
h. 164
Bennetts. ..cr. 225, 022, 623, 625
Bennetts
p. 303
Bennettsburgh
p. v. 611
Bennetts Corners
p. o. 392
Bennetts Creek
p.o. 623
Bennettsville
p. v. 225
Bennington
p. o. 712
t. 712
Bennington
v. 712
Bennington Center
Benson
p. o. 33»
Benson Center
p.o. 338

Babcock Hill
Babylon

p. o.
p. v.

B.acon Hill

p.o. 591

Bayleys
Baker
Bakers Bridge
Bakers Falls
Bakers Falls
Bakers Mills
Bainbridge
Bainbridi;e

463
636

br. 261
cr. 170,
v.
lo.

p.o.
p. v.
t.

Bainea Station
v.
Bald
mt. 295, 588,
Bald Eagle
cr.
Bald Mountain
p. v.

Baldwin
Baldwin
Baldwin
Bald win ville

cr. 220,
p. v.
t.

lo.

Baldwinsville

p.v. 483,

Ball
Ball
Ball Hill
Balls Cave
Ballston
Ballston

r.allston

p. 507
h. 188
lo.

Spa

587

590

p.v. 587
t.

686

..p. o.

587
590
590
590
509
254
277
308
495
336
558
265
216
720
643
ISl
181
550
691
604
274
379
616
569
513
514
541
541
719
719
276
645
650
650
606
646
643

cr.

v.

Balmville
Baltimore
Bangall

lo.

v.
p. v.

Bangor

t.

Baptist Hill

v.

mts.

Baquet
Barberville
Barbourville

v.
p. o.
p. v.

Barcelona
Bare Hill
Bargers

h.
p.
p. o.

Barker
Barker
Barker Point

t.

lo.

Barkersville
Barnerville

p. o.
p. v.

Barnes
Barnes Corners

p.o.

Barrack
Barre
Barre Center
Barrett
Barretts

Barrington
Barrington

h.
cr.

h.
t.

p. o.
h.
p.
p. v.
t.

Barrytown

p. v.

Barryvillo

p, v.
p. v.

Barton
Barton
Barton Hill
Bashers Kil
Bashville
Basic

Basket
Basket
Basket
Basket Pond

606

la.

p. o.

Ballston Spring

Barnum

222
169
684
684
248
225
225
245
677
515
683
222
221
220
547
490

h. 188, 541

Ballston
Ballston
Ballston Center
Ballston Outlet

moun-

243
243
h. 541
p. o. 462
t. 462
v. 462
la. 22, 303
p. V. 582
t. 582
p. V. 382
t. 382
26
p. o. 225
t.

Ava
Ava
Ava Corners

riit.

PAGE
p. v.

Austin

locality or liamlet;

d. village.

t.

p. o.
cr. 506, 641,

p. o.
cr. 166, 3.!2
cr. 645
lo.

p.

645
645

br. 261

mt.
Bassitt
Batavia
p.v.
t.
Batavia
Batavia Kil. ..263. 264, 331,
lo.
Batavia Kill

302
324
324
334
204

Batchelerville

p. v.

Bath
Bath
Bath
Bath

isle

p. v.

723
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657
p. o. 567
p. o. 719
t. 719
p. v. 719
o.
325
p.

Ber^holtz
Berkshire
Berkshire

p. v.
p. v.

Berlin.

p. v.

lo.

t.

lo.

t.

Berlin

t.

Bern
Bern
Bernhards Bay
Bernville
Berrins

p. o.
t.

p. v.
isle

Bethany
Bethany
Bethany Center
Bethel
Bethel
Bethel

p. o.
t.

lo.

p. V.
t.

v.

Bethlehem
Bethlehem
Bethlehem Center
Bethphage
Betts Corners

t.

v.
p. o.
lo.

v.

325
325
456
650
650
654
554
162
162
520
162
548
325
325
325
643
643
346
163
605
163
551
484
541
C84
647
377
558
471
293
179
311
625

isle
Big
la.
Big
p. 506,
Big
cr.
Big Alder
p.
Big Bowmans
p. o.
Big Brook
cr. 284, 290,
Big Buffalo
cr.
Bis; Choconut
la.
Big Clear
p. o.
Big Creek
cr. 325, 327
Bigelow
p. V. 220
Big Flats
t. 220
Big Flats
h. 541
Big
Big Hollow
p. V. 335
cr. 688
Big Red
cr. 202
Big Salmon
Sister
cr.
279, 290
Big
cr. 719,721
Big Stream
Point
Stream
Big
......p. o. 721
Big Tree Corners
p. o. 291
Trout
cr. 261
Big
Big Wells
p. 643

Bill
Bill

h. 510
h. 510

Whites

Binghamton
Binghamton
Birch
Birch
Birch Ridge
Birdsall
Birdsall
Birds.iU Center

Birmingham
Birmingham
Birminiiham

Birmingham
Bisby
Black
Black

180
t. 180,649
br. 542
cr. 579
p. 643
p. o. 172
t. 171
p. o. 172
lo. 300
235
lo. 300
v. 235
p. t.

Falls
Falls
Falls

la.

34^

br. 496,497, 660, 578

cr. 20,164, 168, 171,
320, 325. 32S, 347, 351, 360,
395, 398, 401, 521, 685, 688

Black
Black
Black

cr.

186

p.o. 627
462
t. 462
Booth
p. o. 348
Boquet...mt. 295, 301, 302, 304
r. 296, 301, 305
Boquet
v. 301
Boquet
Borden
cr. 624, 626
Boreas
p. 304
Borodino
p. v. 487
Boston
p. v. 283
t. 283
Boston
v. 283
Boston Center
o.
243
Boston Corner
p.
mt. 300
Bosworth
605
Boucks Falls
Bouckville
p. V. 392
lo. 705
Boutontown
Bovina
p. v. 260
Bovina
t. 259

Bonny

Hill

Boonville
Boonville

p. v.

Bowens

cr.

Bowery.

cr. 3.32

Bowery Bay
Bowling Green

lo.

Bowmnns

cr.

324
544
443
412
291
655

Bowmansville
Boyer

p. v.
cr.

Boylston
Boylston

p. o. 621

621
v. 558
t.

Boynton
Bozen KU

cr. 164, .596

Brackel

lo.

571

316
316

Breakneck
Breakneck

p.

Black Brook
p. v.
Black Brook
t.
Black Creek
p. v.
Black Cup
h.
Black Lake
p. o.
Black Meadow
cr. 484,
Blackmiue Kidge
mt.
Black River
bay
Black River
p. v.
Black River
v.
Black Rock
h.
Black Rock
p.o. 284,
Black Top
h.
Black Walnut Island... lo.
Blackwells
isle 418,
Elanchards Settlement.lo.
Bleeckor
Bleecker

la. -376

Bonaparte
Bone Run

p. v.

23,572,577,580,
588, 643
mt. 29,5, 507, 677
271

Black...r. 21, 22, 351, 3.52, 359,
361. 362. 376, 377, 379, 458,
462, 466, 560.

Bl.auvfltville

t. 603
br. 700
Blind
Blind
p. 645
Blind Sodus Bay.. 206,688, 695
Blockville
p. v. 213
p. o. 252
Blodgets Mills
Bloods
lo. 624
v. 690
Bloodville
p. 255
Bloody
Bloody Pond
p. 673
Blooniingbxirgh
p. v. 646
lo. 419
Eloomingdale
p. o. 304
Bloomingdale.p.o. 604
Blooming Grove
t. 504
Blooming Grove
v. 604
Blooming Grove
View
v.
667
Blooming
Bloomville
p. v. 262
o.
462
Blossvale
p.
Blue
br. 462
Blue Point
p. o. 634
Blue Ridge
mts. 19
Blue Store
lo. 248
Bluff Point
lo. 719
Bluff Point
p. o. 720
br. 720
Boat
br. 593
Bog Meadow
cr. 505
Bog Meadow
p. 605
Bog Meadow
p. o. 166
Boght
Bolivar
p. v. 172
Bolivar
t. 172
Bolton
p. o. 673
Bnlton
t. 673
Bolts Corners
lo. 204
t.
309
Bombay
Bombay Corners
p. o. 309

Blenheim

229
Braddocks
ba. 395
Bradford
p. v. 622
Bradford
t. 622
cr. 182
Bradley
BradleyBrookReservoir..la. 390
Bradstreets
isle 521
lo. 496
Brag Vill.ige
Brainards
p. v. 557
Brakabeen
p. v. 605
Bramans Corners
p. v. 596
Branch
br. 637
Branchport
p. v. 720
Brandon
t. 309
Brandt
p. v. 283
Brandt
t. 283
cr. 579
Brandy
Brant
la. 674
la. 377
Brantingham
Brantingham
p. o. 377
Brnsher
t. 575
Brasher Center
lo. 575
Brasher Falls
p. v. 575
Brasher Iron Works., p. o. 575
cr. 201
Bread

la.

t.

236
236
175
507
681
505
569

352
361
359
505
288
507
510

419
376
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Bensons Corners
Bentley
Benton
Benton
Benton Center
Bergen
Bergen
Bergen Corners

or. 223,

br. .542

mt.

19, 640,

542

Breakneck

642
222
481
543
v.
p.
v. 221
lo. 547
p. v. 638
p. v. 394
v. 647
p. v. 463
t. 462
p. o. 580
215
o.
p.
p. v. 398
t. 113, 398
v. 537
lo. 272
cr. 332
p. o. 495
t. 495
p. v. 495
p. o. 316
t. 316
p. 645
cr. 211
p. v. 346
p. v. 405
p. o. 215
lo. 515
h. 559
v.

p. v.
p. v.

Breesport

Brewerton
Brewsters Station
Brickville

Bridge Haven

Bridgehampton
Bridgeport
Bridgeville

Bridgewater.

Bridgewater
Brier Hill

Brigham
Brighton
Brighton
Brighton
Brinkerhoffville
Brink Street
Bristol
Bristol
Bristol Center

Broadalbin
Broadalbin
Broailhead

Brocken Straw
Brocketts Bridge

Brockport
Brockton
Brock ville

Brockway
Bronx

r.

23, 696, 699, 700,

702, 703, 705, 706, 707

Bronxdale

v.

706

Bronxville
Brookfield
Brookfield
Brookfield

p. v.

699

lo.

547
390
390
633
367
367
367
385
551

p. o.
t.

Brookhaven
Brooklyn
Brooklyn City
Brooklyn Heights
Brooks Grove

t.

p. o.
lo.

p. v.

Brookville
Brookville

lo.

p. o.
co.

Broome
Broome
Broome Center
Brown
Browns
Browns Hollow
Browns Hollow

324

178
t. 603
p. o. 605
cr. 387
cr. 340
cr. 349

416
496
356
t. 356
Brureville
v. 664, 666
Brunswick
t. 554
Brunswick Center
lo. 554
Bnishs Mills
p. v. 312
Brush Hollow
lo. 543
Brushland
p. v. 260
Brutus
t. 200
v.

Brownville
Brownville
Brownville

lo.

p. v.

Bruynswick

p. o. 667

Buciian

h. 569

Buck
Buck
Buck

br. 223
mt. 681

Bnckhom
Bucklins Corners
Bucks Bridge
Bucktooth
Bucktooth

p.
isle 279,
v.

Bucktooth
Buel

lo.

or.
p. o.
t.

395
449
213
682
188
188
188

Burdett
Burdick Settlement

p. v.
v.

Burlingham

p. v.

Burlington
Burlington
Burlington Flats
Burlington Green

p. o.

412
626
714
284
284
284
642
19
304
270
506
669
569
559
703
611
227
646
532

t.

5.31

Buena Vista

p. V.
p. o.

Buffalo..cr. 20, 22, 279, 293,

Buffalo
BufffiloCitv
Buffalo Plains

Bull
Bull Hill
Bull Pout
Bulls Head
BuRville

Bulson

Bunker
Bunker

p. o.

p. o.
h.

mt.
p.

p.o.
p. v.

h.

h.
Hill

Burdens Point

Burke
Burke
Burke Hollow

lo.

lo.

532
532
p.o. 309
t. 309
v. 309

p. v.
v.

PAGE

Burned
Burns
Burns
Burns
Burnt Hill
Burnt Hills

h. 507,
p. v.
t.

,..v.

p.
p. v.

Burpos Corners

lo.

Burralls

br. 491,
p. o.
p. v.

Burrs Mills
Burtonsville

Bush
Bush Kil

cr.

263,

Bushnells Basin

p. v.

Bushnellsville

p. o.

Bush ville
lo.
Bush wick
cr.
Bushwick Cross Roads. ..V.
Bushwick Green
v.
Buskirks Bridge., .p.

541
172
172
625
647
587
699
498
362
413
175
641
401
334
325
367
367
.367

679
p.o. 210

v. 556,

Busti
Busti
Busti Corners

t.

210

v. 210
br. 386

Butler
Butler
Butler
Butler Center

505
690
691
cr. 523
623
o.
p.
mt. 19
cr. 186
h. 702
p. 273, 300
.^....h.
t.

lo.

Butterfly
Butterfly

Butter Hill
Buttermilk
Buttermilk

Buttermilk
Buttermilk Falls
Buttermilk Falls
Buttermilk Falls
Butternut

326, 505
lo.

326

p. v. 605
cr. 474,

481, 484, 630, 532, 5^3, 635
h. 659

Butternut
Butternut
Butternuts
Butternuts

lo.

300
532
532
665

cr.

395

p.
p. o.
t.

Butterville

Buttonwood

387
698
703
23, 696, 703
p. v. 325
t. 325
p. v.

Byersville

Byr.am

la.

Byram
Byram

p.

r.

Byron
Byron
Cabin
Cabin Hill
Cadiz

cr.

p. V.
cr.

Cadmans

Cadosia Valley
p.o.
Cadyville
p. v.
Cairo
p. v.
Cairo
t.
Cairo Forge
lo.
Calder
cr.
Caldwell
cr.
Caldwell
p. v.
Caldwell
t.
Caldwells Landing
lo.
Caledonia
p. v.
Caledonia
t.
Caledoiua Spring
Caledonia Springs Outlet
cr.

California

lo.

Callanans. Corners
Callicoon
Calliconn
Callicoon
Callicoon Center
Callicoon Dep5t

334

p.o. 259

190
591
262
239
331
331
331
387
416
673
673
377
383
383
383

405

482, 656
p. v.

cr. 641,

p.

163
644

o 644
t. 644
v.

644

p. v. (>44

Cambria...

p. o.

549
453

Cambria
Cambiidge
Cambridge

t.

4.53

p. v.

Calvary Cemetery

Camden
Camden
Cameron
Cameron
Cameron

lo.

680
680
463
t. 463
p. v. 623
t. 623
p.o. 627
p. v. 481
t. 480
t. 623
.,.t.

p. v.

Mills

Camillus
Camillus

Campbell
Campbell Hall
Campbells
Campbelltown

lo. .i07

cr.

622
623
273
534

Campville

p. v.

6.">2

Canaan
Canaan

p. o.

243
243

Campbellville

Camps

cr.
p. v.
p. v.

t.
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Canaan Four Corners, .p.
Caiiacadea

243

v.

cr. 019,

Canada
Caimdaway

cr.

6-.>G

201
208, 210, 214

Caiiadice

Cauadice
Canadice Corners
Canadice Inlet
Canadice Outlet
Canajoharie
Canajoharie
Canajoharie
Canal

Ciistleton

la. 20, 49ft

Castleton
Castleton

495
p. o. 495
cr. 495
cr. 491
407, 412
p. v. 412
t. 412
p. o. 490
t.

or.

491,

717, 720

Canandaigua

p. v.

Cau-vndaijiua

t.

Canandaigua Inlot
Canandaigua Outlet

cr.

495
495
497

cr. 21,
491, 497, 688, 691

Canarsio

p. o.

Cauasawacta
Canaseraga

cr.

372
223

cr. 20, 168, 381,

385, 386, 388, 394, 619
p. v.
v.

Canaseraga
Cftnaseraga

Canastota
Canastota

cr. 388,
.p. v.

Candor
Candor
Candor Center
cr.
Caneadea
Caneadea
Caneadea
Canes Falls

p. v.

172
394
394
392
651

651
v. 651
168, 172, 479
t.

p. v.
t.

v.

172
172
681

Canfield
p.
Caufields Corners
p. o.
Canisteo
p. v.
r. 21, 23. 168,
Canisteo

647
651
623

Canisteo
Cannonsville

623
2B5
277
638
615
542
540
543
640
504
575
575

170,
619, 623, 625, 626, 627
t.

p. v.

Canoe
Canoe Place
Canoga
Canopus
Canopus
Canopus Lake
Canopus Valley
Canterbury
Canton
Canton
Canton

h.
lo.

p. v.
cr.
1.

cr.
lo.

v.

p. v.
t.

v.
isle

Cap
Cape
Cape Vincent
Cape Vincent
Cap Tree

490
636

h. 507
p. v.
t.

isle

Cardiff

p. v.
p. v.

Carlisle
Carlisle

t.

Carl Pla<:e
Carlton
Carlton
Carlton

lo.

isle

p. o.
t.

Carmansville

356
356
636
483
604
603
550
356
514
514

419
541
t. 541
t. 317
p. o. 655
t. 655
p. v. 655
b. 277
lo.

Carmel
Carmel
Caroga

p. v.

Caroline
Caroline
Caroline Center

Carpenter
Carpenters
Carpenters Point

p.

4S6

p. v.
v.
jj.

606
211
188
264
521
401
363
272

lo.

413

Caryville

lo.

Ciiscadilla

cr.

Casper
Cassadaga

cr.

327
654
267

lo.

Carroll

t.

Carrolton
Carrs

t.

cr.

p. v.
v.

Cartervillo...

Cartersville

Carthage
Carthage Landing
C;irytown

Cassadaga
Cassadaga
Cassville
Castile
Castile

Castle
Castle

Castle
Castle Creek

lo.

la. 20, 22,

Canandaigua
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cr. 212, 213, 214,

216
la. 216
p. v. 216
p. v. 466
p. v. 712
t. 712
br. 491, 498
cr. 179, 181

isle
p. v.
p. V.
t.

v.

Catatunk

cr. 649, 051,
cr. 351,

Catfish

Catharine
Catharines
Catharines
Catharines

cr. 219,
cr. 609,

p. v.
t.

Cathatachua
Cat Head

cr.

Catlin
Catlin
Catliu Center

la.

h.
t.-

103
181
559
565
498
652
523
222
610
610
609
340
673
303

220

p.o. 221
201
t. 201

Cato
Cato
Catou
Caton

p. V.

p. V.
t.

623
623

Catsldll...cr. 156,165,329, 331,
332, 600, 603
Cat8kill...nits. 19, 329, 331, 660
Catskill
p. V. 332
t. 332
10.3. 186
cr. 20. 22, 186.
Cattaraugus
187,189.194,213,279,283,
289, 292, 712, 714
la. 22, 714
Cattaraugus
Cattaraui^us
p. v. 193

Catskill

CattaraugU3...co. 101,

lo. 407
Cauglm.awaga
Caughdcnoy
p. t. 522
cr. 314,407, 415
Cayadutta
br. 200
Cayuga
co. 101, 197
Cayuga
cr. 451, 456,712
Cayuga
isle 449
Cayuga
la. 20, 22, 197, 198,
Cayuga

200, 205, 614, 616
p. v.

Cayuga
Cayuga Inlet
Cayuga Outlet

cr.

cr.

200
654
197

Cayuta....cr. 219, 222, 609, 610,
649, 650

Cavuta
Cayuta
Cayuta
Cayuta
Cayutaville

Cuzenove
Cazenovia
Cazenovia
Cazenovia
Cedar
Cedar
Cedar
Cedar
Cedar Hill
Cedar Hill
Cedar Island
Cedar Lake
Cedar Swamp

609
222
t. 610
v. 610
p. o. 611
283, 289, 293
la. 22, 388
p. v. 390
t. 390
cr. 578
h. 507,510
la.

p. o.

cr.

p. 607
r.

lo.

p. o.

339
276
163

isle 6.36

345
551
p. v. 342
Everlo. 549
br. 536
cr. 686
p. o. 170
p. v. 654
p. o.
p. o.

Cedarville

Cemetery of

the
greens
Center
Center
Center Almond
Center Berlin
Center Brook
Center Cambridge
Center Canisteo
Center Falls

p. o. 5.30
p. v. 680

p. o. 623
v. 683

Centerjiort

495
650
182
034
p.o. 507
p. v. 636
v. 203

Centerport Harbor
Center Sherman
Center Square
Center Village

p. o, 215
v. 626
p. v. 181

Centerfield
Center Island
Center Lisle

p. o.

lo.

p. v.
p. o.

Center Moriches
Center Point
Centerport

Centeiville
Centerville
Centerville
Ceuterville

lo.

6.36

332, 548, 500,
p. v.
t.

706
172
172

v. 203, 215. 238,
481, 624, 661, 6t)4

Center 'White Creek

...p. o.

Central Bridu'e
Central Morrisania
Central Park
Central Square

p. v.

686
606
707
lo. 423
p. v. 522
lo.
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PAr.E
p. v. 174

Ceres

Chain

la.

303

Champion
p. v. 367
t. 357
Champion
Champion South Koad. .p.o. 357
Chamiilain...la. 21, 22, 23, 121,
232. 236, 237, 239, 296, 304
p. v. 237

Champlain
Champlain
Champlain

230
t. 236
lo.
274
Channingville
Chapinvillo
p. v. 496
h.
702
Chappaqua
Chappaqua
p. 702
Chappaqua
p. o. 702
096, 702
Chappaqua Springs
Cliarleston
p. v. 413
Charleston
t. 412
Charleston Four Corners
p. V. 413
Charlotte
.la. 241. 245
Charlotte
lo. 4.54
Charlotte
p. v. .399
r.

Charlotte.. .r. 21, 257. 200, 202,
530, 600, 607
Charlotte
t. 211
Charlotte Center
p. v. 211
Charlotteville
p. v. 607
Charlton
p. v. 587
Charlton
t. 587

Charter
Chases
Chases Mills

br. 085
316, 379

la.

p. o. 579
p. o. 5.34

Chaseville

p. v.

Chateaugay

t.

Cliateaugay
Cliateaugay Lake

p. o.
p. v.

Chatham
Chatham
Chatham Center
Chatham Four

t.

p. v.

310
309
244
244
244

Corners
p. T.

Chatsworth

lo.

Chatterdens
Chatterton
Chaugh-ta-noon-da.

cr.

Chaumont
Chaumont
Chaumont Bay
Chautauqua
Chautauqua
Chautauqua

310

307, 309, .310

r.

Cliati-anc;av

p.
h.

p. v.
r. 367,
124, 352,
co. 101,
cr. 211.

244
701
252
707
597
359
360
359
208
216

la. 22, 208, 211.

213
t. 211
Chantauqna
Chautauqua Valley,. ...p. o. 174
la. 2.37
Chazy
.....lo. 23-5, 082
Chazv
p. v. 237
Chazy
r. 21, 23, 237, 238
Chazy
."

t.

Chazy-.

lo.

Chazy Landing
Cheese Coats

Chekomiko

cr.

CheLsea

v.
co.

Chemung
Chemung
Chemung

237
237

h. 569

r.

273
5^6
219
221

p. o.
21, 23, 219. 221.

222, 624, 625

Chemung
Chemung

t. 221
p.o. 221

Center

co. 101, 223
p. o. 181
23,
178, 223.
Cheuango...r. 21,

Chenango
Chenango

226, 228, 229, 230, 388, 458

Chenango
Chenango

t.

250
cr. 168, 174
p. v. 211
t. 211
lo. 163
br. 041
cr. 530, 534
p. v. 532
t. 532
cr.

Chenunda
Cherry Creek
Cherry Creek
Cherry Hill
Cherry Meadow
Cherry Valley
Cherry Valley
Cherry Valley
Cherubusco

p. 0. 2.37
p. v. 495

Cheshire
Cheshireville

Chester
Chester
Chester

p. o.

p. o.
t.

Chestertown
Cliestcrville

P.idge

229
605

805, 674
v.

Chesterfield

Chestnut

181

Forks..p. v. 181, 226

Cheningo

t.

505
300

p. v. 074
v. 107

h. 289

Chestnut Ridge
Chestnut Ridge
Chictawauga
Chictawauga

p.

643

p.o. 271
p.o. 288
t.

Chili
Chili

p. V.
t.

Chimney
Chimney Bluff
Chimney Point

isle
lo.

China
China
China Forge

p. o.
t.

p.
cr.

Chippewa
Chippewa

lo.

288
398
398
574
691
377

712
712
541
580
577

Chittenango...cr. 388, 390, 474,

Chittenango
Chittenango Falls
Chittenango Springs

.p.

v.

p. o.

ChitteriMiigo Springs.. ...lo.

Chittendens Fulls
Christian

v.

Hook

Chub
Chucks
Chuctenunda

Church Hollow
Churchs Mills
Churchtown

484
394
390
26
394
248

lo.

547

la.

349

h. 510
cr. 314, 407,
411, 413, 596
p.o. 226
v.

p. v.
p. v.

Churchville
Cicero

p. o.

Cicero
Cicero Corners
Cincinnati

t.

v.
cr.

210
244
401
481
481
481
407

Cincinnatus
Cincinnatus

p. v. 2.51

Circleville

p. v.

Citizens

t.

251
510

Union Cemetery
lo. 371
isle 704
p.o. 270

City
City
City Park
Clapps Mills

Claremont

lo.

V.
lo.

309
085

702, 707

Clarence
Clarence
Clarence Center
Clarence Hollow

p. v.
t.

Claryville

p. v. 647

289
288
289
289
Clarenceville
lo. 548
Clarendon
v.
514
p.
Clarendon
t. 514
Clark
nit. 302
Clarksburgh
p. o. 290
Clarke Corners
lo. 690
Clarks Factory
p. o. 203
Clatks Mills
v. 404
Clarkson
p. v. 399
Claikson
t. 398
Clarkson Center
p. v. 405
Clark.stown
p. o. 609
Clarkstown
t. 569
Clarksville
p. v. 164
Clarksville
t. 173
Clarksvillcv. 200,390,534,569
Clarksville Corners
.v. 173
Classons Point

p. o.
t.

lo.

706

CIaverack..cr. 241, 244, 245, 247,

248
244
244
4S1
o.
p.
t. 4S1
v. 236
Clayburgh
p. v. 357
Cl.ayton
t. 357
Clayton
p. o. 357
Clayton Center
p. v. 466
Clayville
cr. 190, 212, 289, 712
Clear
la. 190
Clear
Clear
p. 304,643
Clear Creek
p. v. 189, 212
br. 260
Clearwater
lo. 418
Ciendening Valley
Clermont
p. v. 244
Clermont
t. 244
Cleveland
p. v. 521
Clifton
p. V. 398
Clifton
y. 566
Clifton Springs
p. y. 497
Clifton ParK
p. y. 587, 589

Claverack
Claverack
Clay
Cluy

p. v.
t.

.'.

Clifton

Park

Clinton
Clinton
Clinton
Clinton Corners.-

..t.

587

co. 110, 2.32
p. y, 46-1
t.

p. v.

237
270
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Clintonville

ClintonviUe

665
270
P- o. 270
lo. 485, 533
P- v. 235
p. v.
p. v.

p. v. 392
br. 261

Clockville

Clove
Clove
Clove
Clove
Clove Kil

cr.

542

lo. 607
P.O. 277
277
Clovesville
p. o. 263
lo.
550
Clowesville
cr. 624
Clump Foot
p. V. 691
Clyde
r. 21, 613, 6S8, 691
Clyde
CIvmer
p. v. 211
t. 211
Clymer
Center
p. o. 212
Clyiner
p. 703
Cobamoiig
600, 606
Cobles Kil
Cobleskill
p. v. 604
t. 604
Cobleskill
Cobleskill Center
p. v. 604
Cocbecton
p. v. 644
t. 644
Coi-hecton
Cocbecton Center
p. o. 644
lo. 263
Cockbnins Gore
ba. 6^37
Coecles Harbor

164
163
163
163
163
163
Coh'octon
624
p.o.
t. 624
Cohocton
Cohoes
p. v. 166
Coila
p. V. 684
Colchester
p. o. 260
t. 260
Colchester
Cold...br. 223, 250, 253, 2.54, 593
cr. 174, 713
Cold
h. 505
Cold
Cold Brook
p. v. 348
v. 174
Cold Creek
la. 22, 302
Colden
Colden
p. v. 289
t. 289
Colden
lo. 508
Coldenham
o.
508
Coldeuham
p.
br. 201
Cold Spring
cr. 186, 188, 628
Cold Spring
CoJd Spring
lo. 454, 499, 628
Cold Spring
p. V. 542
Cold Spring
t. 188
v. 636
Cold Spring
Cold Spring Harbor ...544, 6.36
Cold Spring Harbor.. .p. o. 636
Coldwater
lo. 399
Cole
br. 377, 588
br.

Coeyinaus

cr. 155,
Coeymans
p. o.
Coeymans
t.
Coeymans
Hollow
p. o.
Coeymans
v.
Coeymans Landing

Colemans Mills
Colemans Station
Coles

Colesborongh
Coles Mills
Colesvillc
Colesville

Collaberg

Collabnrgh

471
lo. 273
br. 260
left 558
lo. 541
p. o. 181
t. 181
h. 506, 569
o.
506
p.
lo.

CoUamer
College Point

p. o.
p". v.

Collierville
Cfjllins

p. o.
p. o.

Collins
Collins Center
Collins Landing

t.

4S2
546
534
292
289

289
lo. 360
CoUinsville
p. v. 380
cr. 623
Col. Bills
Colossa
p. v. 522
Colton
p. V. 526
t. 526
Colton
Columbia
co. 101, 103, 241
Columbia
p. o. 342
Columbia
t. 342
Columbia Center
v. 342
Columbia Springs
345
Columbia Tillage
v. 579
Columbiaville
lo. 248
Columbus
p. o. 225
p. v.

Columbus
Columbus Center
Colurabusville

Comae
Comack
Comfort
Oommonsville

225
225
lo. 549
v. 636
p. o. 636
506, 508
v. 385
t.

v.

h.

Comstocks Landing... p.

187
541
t. 289
20. 381

Comus

o.

nit.

Concord
Conesus

.or.

Cone.sus

dmsus

Coxsackie
Co.xsackie

p. v.
p. o.
t.

Coney
Conhocton

isle
r.

21,

Crab
Crabbs Kil

isle

Craigsville

504
lo. 349
23. 314, 318

182
181
182
br. 483
v. 589
lo. 584
631, 633
p. 303
r. 636
lo.

t.

r.

Counery
Connetquot

cr.

Connewango

2.3,

186, 1S9, 208, 210, 211, 214

p.o. 189
t. 189
p. o. 201
t. 201
v. 201

Connewango
Connewango
Conquest
Conquest
Conquest Ctnter
Conscience Bay
Constable
Constable

6.33
t.

v.
p. v.

Constableville

310
310
380

Constantia
t. 521
Constantia Center
p. o. 621
Constitution
isle 540, 542
v. 542
Continental Village
Cooksburgh
p. o. 165
Cooks Corners
p. v. 393
lo. 616
Cooleys Point
Coomer
p. o. 454
Coonsville
lo. 497
lo. 676
Coopers Falls
Coopers Plains
p. v. 625
Coftperstown
p. v. 536
v. 237, 385
Coopersville
la. 241, 245
Copake
Copake
p. o. 245
.t. 244
Copake
v. 245
Copake Flats
Iron
Works.
Copake
..p. o. 245
v. 245
Copake Station
h. 164
Copeland
Copeland
p. 681
Copenhagen
p. v. 376
Copperas
p. 305
Coram
p. o. 634

Corbeau

cr. 2.37

Corbets^iUe
Corfu
Corinth
Corinth
Corlaers

p. o.
p. o.

p. o.
t.

Hook

lo.

p. v.

Corning
Corning
Cortland

t.

co.
p. v.

Cortland Village
Cortlandville

t.

Cortlandt
Cortright

t.

br.

Cornwall
Cornwall
Cornwall Landing

p. o.

Cornwallville

p. v.
br.

t.

v.

Corrys

Coshaqua
Cossayuna
Cossayuna
Cossayuna

cr. 381,
cr.
la.

mts.
h.

Cot...'.

p. o.

Cottage
Coulter

County Lino
Cove Neck
Coventry
Coventry

br.

p.o. 466,
lo.

p. v.
t.

Coventryville

p. v.
p. o.

Covert
Covert

t.

Covevillo
Covils

Covington
Covington
Covington Center
Cowaselon
Cowaselon

Cow Bay

lo.

or.

182
327
218
218
419
624
624
250
252
252
698
204
505
505
505
332
596
385
683
679
677
542
189
259
516
550
226
225
226
615
615
691

543
713
t. 713
v. 713
388, 394
p. o. 392
550

p.
p. o.

Coxsackie
Coxsackie Landing

2.3,

p. v.

Conklingville
Conklingville Falls
Connecticut

p. v. 3.32
t. 3.32

383
383
604
604
372

386. 619, 622, 625

Conklin
Conklin
Conklin Center
Conklings

649
413
712
h. 510
cr. 332
lo.

cr. 407,
p. v.

Co.xcomb

381

t.

Coi.esus Cejiter
Conesville
Conesville

Cow Neck
Cowilliga
Cowlesville

p.o. 3S3

la. 211,

Conesu^.
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Clintondale
Clinton Hollow
Clinton Point

lo.

Co.xsackie Station

lo.

332
249
239

cr.

Cranberry
Cranberry

la. 22,

Croton
Croton
Croton
Croton

Croton
Croton
Croton
Croton
Crouse

la.

201, 474,
p.
r.

698,
p. v.
cr.

la.

542, 702,
p. V.

r.

Landing

Crow
Crow Nest
Crugers
Crura

Crum j:ibow...cr.
Crum Elbow
Crumhorn
Crumhorn
Cruso
Crusoe
Crusoe
Crvders
Crystal

p.

t.

cr.

mt.

19.
lo.

or.

267, 270,

p.o.
la.

mt.
p. 0.
cr.
la.

cr. 168,
la. 702,

Cuba
Cuba
Cuba Summit

p. V.

Cuddebackville

p. v.

t.

lo.

Cumberland Bay
Cumberland Head

lo.

Curriers Corners

lo.

Currytown
Curtis Station

Cutchogue
Cuyler
Cuyler

v.

239
714
416

lo.

623

p. V. 640
p. v. 255

256
384
Cuylerville
549
Cypress
Avenue
lo.
548
Cypress
h. 549
Cypress Hills
lo. 373
Cypress Hills
Cypress Hills Cemetery .lo. 549
t.

p. v.
h.

Da-de-nos-ca^ra
Dalia

cr.

p.

575
303

t.

lo.

v.

326
326
326
662

p.o. 588
t.

v.

588
373
275
275
682
684

p.o. 304
p.o. 591
p. v.

465

p. v. 533
t. 532
Decatur
h. 510
Decker
Kil
cr.
334
Clove
Deep
cr. 556
Deepi Kil
484
Deep Spring
Deer
cr. 168, 173, 527, 688,

692

Deer
Deer
Deer

554
626
623
482
701
705
701
261
706
261

121
301
300
712
505
699
416
272
274
534
534
617
693
693
174
703
173
173
173
506
239

p. o. .326
p. v.

Deansville
Decatur...

h. 505

L 339
r. 307. 308, 309. 310,
375, 376, 377, 572, 575, 578

Deer River

'.p.

Deerfield
Deerfield
Deerfield Corners

v.

p. o.
t.

v.

Deering Harbor
Deer Park
p. v.
t.
Deerpark
Defiance
mt. 295, 304,
lo.
De Forest Corners

699
v. 704, 706
p.o. 699
v. 699
p.o. 277
p. v.

t.

t.

Deans Corners

637

636
606

677
543
557
576
t. 576
p.o. 390
v. 216

De Kalb
De Kalb
De Lancey
Delanti

Delaware
Delaware
Delaware

376
463
463
463

p. v.
p. v.

Defriestville

V.

Falls

p. o.

p. v.
Dayton
t.
Davton
Dead
cr.
la.
Dead
Dead Water Iron Works

267, 273, 696, 698,
701, 703, 706, 708

Point
Store
Crown Point
Crown Point
Crown Point

Danube
Danube

Dayansville

568, C19,
627, 717, 719, 720

p. v.

t.

p. v.

Day
Day

la. 20, 22,

p. o.
cr.

p. v.

Dansville
Dansville

V14
656
656
238
237
385
624
343
342

Davenport
p. v. 260
t. 260
Davenport
Davenport Center
p. v. 260
v. 542
Davenport Corners
lo. 703
Davenports Neck
isle 703
Davids
cr. 688, 092
Davis
Davis
p. 647
Daws Cornerslo
326,689

Crooked Lake Outlet. ...cr. 717
Cropseyville
Cro.sby
Crosbyville
Cross
Cross
Cross
Cross River

t.

Dashville

376, 572,

576
Cranberry
.p. 395, 505, 543
p. o. 318
Cranberry Creek
lo. 510
Cranberry Island
Crandalls
p. 252
lo. 681
Crandalls Corners
cr. 200
Crane
Crane
mt. 19, 610, 615
Cranes Neek
lo. 633
lo. 590
Cranes Village
Cranesville
p. v. 412
Crarvs Mills
p. o. 575
Crawford
t. 506
Crawford Settlement
v. 611
589
Crescent
v.
p.
cr. 600
Cripplebush KiL
282
Crittenden
o.
p.
cr. 182
Crocker
v. 543
Crofts Corners
Croghan
p. o. 376
t. 376
Croiihan
Cromlin
cr. 504
lo.
708
Cronipond
Cronks Corners
p.o. 379
cr. 326
Crooked

Crooked

p. o.
p. v.

Danby
Danby
Dannemora
Dannemora

Darien
Darien
Darien Center
Darien City

697
p. v.

Crains Corners

Dale

co. 101, 267
r.

cr. 283, 290
21, 23. 178. 257,

259, 260, 263, 265, 641

'

Delaware Bridge

p.o. 648

Delhi
Delhi
Delphi
Delta

261
260
486
p.v.
p. V. 465
h. 382
mt. 647
p. v. 376
t. 376
p. o. 602
t. 662
h. 319
p. o. 344
lo. 344
p. V.
t.

Deming

benman Hill
Denmark
Denmark
Denning
Denning
Dennis
Denifon
Denisons

„

Corners

Denton

v.

Depauville
De Peystcr
De Peyster
De Peyster Corners
p.
Deposit

De Kuyter
De Ruyter
Devereaux
De Witt
De Witt
Dewittsville
De Wittville

Dexter
Dexterville

Diameter Rock

Diamond Hill
Diamond Rock
Diana

p. o.

—

-

511

367
576
t. 576
v. 576
V. 183, 265
p. v. 390
t. 390
v. 348
p.o. 482
t. 481
lo. 662
p. v. 211
p. v. 356
lo. 212
nit. 677
v. 348
h. 556
p. o. 376
"p. v.
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Diana
Diana Ceuter

370
376
Dickersonville
454
Dickinson
p. o. 310
Dickinson
t. 310
Dickinson Center
p.o. 310
Dickinaon Station
lo. 265
Dike
cr. 1C8
680
Diouondaliowa Falls
mt. 296, 302
Discovery
Ditch
cr. 505
Dix
mt. 295
t.

p. o.
p. o.

Dix
Dix Hills
Di.\ Peak

611
p.o. 636
t.

Doanresburgh
Dobbs Ferry
cr.
Dodges
Dominies Hook

mt. 19,304
lo. 543
p. v. 700
168,173,186
lo. 419

Doolittle
Doniville

cr. 651
p.o. 183
p.o. 163

Dormansville
Dorrs Corners

lo.

Dosoris

686

551
p.o. 625
p. o. 271
lo.

Dotya Corners
Dover
Dover
Dover Plains

Downs

t.

270

v.

271
260
260
680
204
541
541
501
590
663

br.
p. t.

Pownsville
Dresden

t.

Dresserville

p. v.

Drew
h.
Drews
p.
Drowned Lands
...lo.
Drummonds
br.
br. 252,
Dry
lo. 663
Dry Brook
Dry Brook Settlement. ..lo. 263
Dryden
Dry den
Dryden
Dry Dock
Dry Falls
Dry Run
Duane
Duane
Duanesburgh
Dnanesburgh

la.

t.

656

p.o. 587
cr.

p.o.
t.

p. v.
t.

Dublin

v.

Duck
Duck Cedar

p.
p.
cr.

Dudley

Dug Wav

p.o.
h.

Dumpling
Duubarton
Dundee
Dunderbergh

v.

p. v.

mt.

Dunliaras Basin

Dunkirk
Dunning

656

p. v. 656

v.

p. v. 214, t.
v.

Street

203
623
310
310
596
596
615
201
507
182
520
398
479
721
569
685
217
590
164

Dunnsville

p. o.

Durham
Durham

p. T. 3.32

Durhamville

Duikeetown
Dutch

332
392,479
lo. 682
t.

p. v.

647
Dutchess..co. 101, 103, 110, 267
lo. 569
Dutch Factory
lo. 549
Dutch Hills
br. 204
Dutch Hollow
p.

V.
Dutch Hollow
lo.
Dutch Settlement
Dwaars Kil
506, 5S7,
Dwaars Kill
p.o.
lo.
Dyers Neck

510
664
667

667
633
256
v.
Dyersville
cr. 169, 171
Dyke
Dykemans
p. o. 543
lo. 543
Dykemans Station.

Eagle
Eagle
Eagle
Eagle
Eagle
Eagle
Eagle
Eagle

713
713
t. 713
p. v. 556
p. v. 514
p.o. 554
lo. 484
p. v. 713
v. 165
la.

p. o.

Bridge

Harbor
Mills

Village
Village
Eaglevillo
Earlville

p. v. 230,

br.
East
cr. 560,
East
r. 307, 544,548,
East
lo.
East Albany
East Amherst
p. o.
fiaetAshford
p.o.

391
636
683
549
555
283
188

Eaist

Ashland

lo.

331

East Aurora
p. v. 283
East Bainbridge
lo. 225
East Bank
lo. 260
East Bay
631, 691
East Beekmantown....p. o. 236
East Bergen
p.o. 325
East Berkshire
p.o. 650
East Bern
p. v. 162
East Bethany
p. v. 325
East Bloomfield
p. t. 496
East Blonmfield
t. 496
East Branch
or. 451
East Branch
p. v. 262
East Branch Potic
cr. 334
East Brook
br. 265
East Brunswick
lo. 534
East Camp
v. 245
EastCanada...cr. 340,346,407,
416, 458

East
East
East
East
East
East
East
East
East
East
East
East
East
East
East
East

Candor

p.o. 651
p.o. 514

Carlton

Chatham

t.

China
Clarksnn
Constable

Coy

244
699
699
v. 505
p.o. 713
p. v. 399
p.o. 310
p. v.
p. v.

Chester
Chester
Chester

cr.

Coy...

Creek

De Kalb
Dickinson

Durham
Eden

713,714,716
715
346
p.o. 576
p.o. 310
p. v. 322
p.o. 290

p. o.
p. v.

I'AOE

East Poestcnkill
East Porter
East Kandolph
East Bed
East Rodman
East Rush
East Rushford
East Salem
East Sauijunit
East Schodack
East Schuyler
East Scott
East Shelby
East Smithville
East Springfield
East Springwater
East Stockholm
East Stony
East Township
East Troupsburgh
East Varick
East Venice
East A'ictor
East Virgil
East Warsaw
East 'Williamson
East Wilson
East Windham
East Winfield
East Worcester

Eaton
Eaton
Eaton Reservoir
Eatons Corners
Eatons Necks

Easton'

Easton Corners
East Orangeville
East Otto
East Otto
East Painted Post
East Palmyra.
East Pembroke
East Penfield
East Pharsalia.
East Pierrepont
East Pike
Ea.st Pitcairn

Flma

p. V.

Elina

t.

p. v.
cr. 688,

p.o.
v.

p. v.

p.o.
v.
p. v.
p. v.

p.o.
p.o.
v.

p. v.

p.o.
v.

cr. 338,
lo.

p.o.
p. o.

p.o.
lo.

p. v.

p.o.
v.

p.o.
p.o.
v.

p. v.
p. v.
t.

lo.

Eatonville
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p.o. 466

p. o.

p.
lo.

p. o.

Eckford
East Elba
p.o,
East Evans
p. v.
East Farmington
p.o.
East Fish
la.
East Fishkill
p. v.
East Fishkill
t.
East Florence
p.o.
East Gaines
p.o.
East Gainesville
p. v.
East Galway
p.o.
East Genoa
p.o.
East German
p.o.
East Glenville
p.o.
East Grafton
p. v.
East Greenbush
p.o.
East Greene
p. v.
East Greenville
lo.
East Greenwich
p. v.
East Groveland
p.o.
East Guilford
p. v.
East Hamburgh
p. v.
East Hamburgh
t.
East Hamilton
p.o.
East Hampton
p. v.
East Hampton
t.
East Hebron
v.
East Henrietta
v.
East Hill
p. o.
East Homer
p. v.
East Houusfield
p.o.
East Java
p. o.
East Jewett
p. o.
East Kil
East Lansing
p.o.
East Leon
p.o.
East Line
p.o.
East MacdonougU
p. v.
East Maine
p.o.
East Marion
p. v.
East Melrose
lo.
East Moriches
p. v.
East Morrisaula
lo.
East Mount Vernon
v.
East Nassau
p. v.
East New York
p. v.
East Norwich
p.o.
Kaston
p. v.

ri:7

la.

195
692
361
405
175
685
406
559
348
254
516
230
538
386
582
675
164
628
618
206
499
255
716
694
457
335
349
538
391
390
393
596
636
345
22
721
193
664
290
290
676
290
510
673
588
588

English

t.

p.o.

Edraeston

p.o. 5.33

Exeter

533

Exeter.

392
635
634
684
399
385
253
358
714
334
333
668
191
587
227
182
640
702
6.34

702
699
557
373
651
681
t. 680
v. 681
lo. 714
p.o. 189
t. 189
p. o. 624
p. v. 693
p. v. 327
p.o. 401
p. v. 229
p. v. 681
p. v. 715
p.o. 581

v.
p. o.

br. 491,
lo.

p. V.
cr. 279, 290,

Eighteen Mile

Euclid

Eureka
Evans
Evans
Evans Mills
Evas Kil
Eve

Elk
Elks Lick

cr.

EUenburgh

p. v.

Ellenburgh

t.

EUenburgh Center
Ellenburgh

p. v.

Depot...lo. 235,

Ellenville

Ellery
Ellery
Ellery Center
Ellicott

EUicott

p. v.
p. o.
t.

p. v.
p. o.
t.

Ellicottville

p. v.

EUicottville

t.

Ellington
Ellington
Elllottsville

Ellisburgh
Ellisburgh
Ellis
Ellis
Ellis

EUmores Corners

Elm

p. v.
t.

lo.

p. o.
t.

cr. 592,
isle 418,
v.

v.
cr.

lo.

t.

Fairville

Falconer
Falkirk
Fall
Fall

.34-3

514
204
481
401
190
690
214
lo. 292
br. 204. 375. 381. 496
lo.

Fairmount
Fairview

597

650
665
p.v. 343

Haven
Haven

Fairport

483
482
254
590

p. v.
v.

Fairfield
Fairfield

Fair

248
261
621
238
238
238
238
688
212
212
212
290
212
189
189
212
212
565
357
357
660
419
357
662
578

mt. 510
533
t. 533
v. 533

p. o.

Factoryville
Factoryville
Factoryville

I'air

p. o.
cr.

LW

359

Fabius
p. v.
Fabius
t.
br.
Factory
250, 253,
v.
Factory Village

cr. 165, 166, 526
Eight Mile
Elba
p. o. 326
Elba
t. 326
Elbridge
p. v. 482
t. 482
Elbridge
Eleven Mile..cr. 279, 282, 293,326
Elgin
p. o. 192
Elizabcthtown
p. v. 301
Elizabethtown
t. 301
Elizabethtown
v. 297

Elizaville

t
p. t.

407, 411

Exeter Center

453, 456

:

t.

Esopus
Esopus
Esopus
Essex
Essex
Essex
Esperance
Esperance
Etna

Edgecomb Pond
Edinburgh
Edinburgh

Egypt
Egypt
Egypt

222
222
625
lo. 627
cr. 660, 663
p.o. 662
t. 662
CO. 110, 295
p. V. 301
t. 301
p. v. 496,605
t. 604
p. V. 656
p.v. 481
lo. 471
p. v. 290
p. o.

Erwin
Erwin Center

p. v.

Egbertsville
Eggertsville

t.

Erin
Erin

Edenville

227
289
289

232,
h.

215, 279, 284
Erieville
p. v. 393
Erieville Reservoir
p. 393

p.o.

la.

656
656
607
238
715
317
317
279

co. 101.

p. v.

p.o.

p. v.

la. 20, 22, 122, 208,

Eden Valley

Efnor

6.^6

p. v.

Erie
Erie

p. v.

576
580
588
507
283
498
495
401

656

t.

lo.

r.

Hill

3

p. v.

p. o.

Ephiatah
Ephratah

Eden
Eden

t.

v. 4(

Eng.^llville

Edenton

v. 5.33
p. v. 676

lo.

p. v.
19.

nit.

Euipeyvillo
Enfield
Eutield
Enfield Center
Enfield Falls

317
271
271

t.

lo.

Emmons

p. o.
v.

t.

p. V.

Emersons Corners
Eminence

Eddyville
Eddyville

Edmeston
Edmeston Center
Edwards
Edwards
EdwardsvUle

171

499
239
190
702
593
008
336

lo.

Elton
Eltona

Enury

o.

lo.

i>.

Elpis
Elsinore

Eddytown

p.

t.

Elm Valley

p. v.

t.

p. v.

Elmira
Elmores Corners

326
290
496

463
513
713
588
202
226
597
555
555
226
333
683
384

290
290
221
221. 649
v. 662

EIniira.

,

p.T.
p.o.
p.v.
p.o.
p.v.
p.v.

cr. 26.3, 267, 332. .383,

461, 491, 497, 654, 655, 656
Fall Kil
272, 274
h. 346
Falls
t.

Fallsburgh.

Farmer
Farmers Hill
Farmers Mills
Farmers Village

1.

o.

p.v.
1.

o.

Farmersville
Fannersville
Farmersville

p. v.

Farmingdale

p. o.

F^irmiiigton

Farmington

Farnham
F'ar Rockaway
Fayette
Fayette
F'iiyetteville

Featherstons
Federal Hollow
Federal Store

644

p.o. 615

t.

v.

p. o.
t.

p. o.

r

p.o. 615,
t.

p.v.
la.

lo.

Felts Mills

p.o.
p.v.

Fenner
Fenner
FeutonTUle

p.o.

p. o.
t.

273
541
550
190
190
615
650
496
496
283
547
618
615
484
596
720
273
361
391
391
211
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Fergusonville

reuribush
Fenri-Spruj't Kil
Fields Settlement

lo.

l&i

lo.

362

1*^3

P- v. 17-t

Fillmore

lo.

Finchville

508

p. o. 577

Flue
Fine

t.

la.

Findlevs
Fiiidleys

Lake

p. v.

Fire

i.sle

Fire Island

isle

Fire Place
First

p. v.
cr.

576
214
214
633
633
634
688

Fi6h...cr. 22, 349, 375, 451, 456,

458. 461, 465, 491, 496, 526,
527, 529, 591.

Fish
Fish Creek Landing

190
t. 470

la.

p. o. 4.39
isle 639

Fisheri!

Fishers Island

Fwhkill
Fishkill
Fishkill
Fishkill
Fishkill Furnace
Fishkill Landing
Fishkill Plains

cr. 267,
nit.

p. V.
t.

lo.

p. v.
p. v.

v.
Fitchs Point
Five Corners
p. v.
FiTe Mile
cr.l86,
Five Mile Meadow
Jo.
Five Mile Run
p. o.
Five Streams
br.
Flanders
p. v.
Flat
cr. 407,
Flat Brook
p. v.
Flat Creek
p. o.

Flatbush
Flatbush

p. v.

Flatlands
Flatlands

p. o.

t.

t.

Flax
Flax Pond Bay
Fleetwood
Fleming
Fleming
Flint
Flint

Flushing Bay

Fluvanna
Fly
Fly
Fly Creek
Fly Meadow
Fly Mountain
Fogsringtown
Folsomdale

Fonda
Fondas
Fondas
Fondas Bush
Foots Corners

Fordham
Fords
Fordsborough
Forestburgh
Forest City
Forest-of-l)ean

Forest Port
Forestville

Forge Hollow
Forked
Fort

Fort
Fort
Fort
Fort

t.

v.

Flower Hill
Floyd
Floyd
Floyd Corners
Floyd Road
Flushing
Flushing
Flushing

Fort
Fort

lo.

p. v.

cr. 491, 498,

Flint Creek
Florence
Florence
Florence Hill
Florida
Florida

Fort
Fort

cr.

Ann
Arm
Ann
Brewerton
Clinton

Covington
Covington

p.o.
p. T.
t.

lo.

p. v.
t.

271
271
272
271
271
271
271
G85
202
622
453
188
226
638
416
243
416
372
372
372
372
536
633
699
201
201
719
665
498
463
463
463
510
413

loi 5.50

p. o. 464

463
464
465
or. 546, 548
v.
546
p.
t. 546
544, 546
p. v. 212
t.

v.

lo.

br.''223
cr.

p. v.
cr. 223,
p. o.
lo.

p. o.
p. v.

cr. 314,

h.
v.
lo.

p. v.
cr. 168,
v.
p. o.

166
536
230
664
543
712
415
316
555
316
383
707
176
414
645

p.o. 6.58
cr.

p. v. 462,
p. v.
v.
la. 22,

h.
p.

mts.
p. v.
t.

v.
lo.

p. v.
t.

507

466
213
465
337
542
635
681

PAGE

PAGE

PAGE
p. o. 719
p. v. 2G0, 262

Fergusons Corners

Fort Edward
p. v.
Fort Edward
t.
Fort Edward Center.. .p. o.
Furt HamUton
p. v.
v.
Fort Herkimer
Fort HiU
lo.
Fort Hill Cemetery
Fort Hunter
p.o.
v.
Fort Jackson
Fort MUler
p. T.
Fort Montgomery
p. v.
lo.
Fort Neck
lo.
Fort Niagara
Fort Plain
p. v.
ba.
Fort Pond
lo.
Fort Schuyler
lo.
Forts Ferry

682
681
682
373
344
327
200
413
578
682
505
551
456
414
634
706
587
p. v. 590
419
lo. 419
p. o. 644
lo. 547
cr. 509
lo. 509
p. v. 200
br. 542
lo. 278

Fortsville

Fort Tompkins
Fort Washington
Fosterdale
Fosters Meadow

Fostertown
Fostertown
Fosterville

Foundry
Four Corners
Four Mile

cr. 186, 395, 451,

616,
p.o.

Four Mile Creek.
Fowler
Fowler

p. o.
t.

Fowlerville

Fox
Fox
Foxen Kil

v.
or. 165, 318,
isle

Fox's
Fox Island
Frankfort
Frankfort
Frankfort Hill

cr. 600,
lo.

p. v.
t.

p. o.
co. 101,
p. v.

Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin Falls
Franklinton

t.

261,
v.
p. v.
.p. v.

Franklinville
Franklinville
Franklinville
Franklinville

lo.

p. v.
t.

v.

Franks Corners

lo.

Fredonia

p. v.

Freedom
Freedom
Freedom Plains

p.o.
t.

p. v.
p. v.

Freehold

Freemont
Freemont

p.o.

Frceport

p. T.
v.

t.

Freerville

Freetown
Freetown Corners

t.

p. v.

Freeville

lo.

Freleighs Point

lo.

Fremont
Fremout Center
Freemont Center

t.

lo.

p. v.

528
288
577
577
387
416

356
162
608
510
344
344
344
307
261
311
464
311
603
640
190
190
637
255
214
190
190
272
333
645
645
547
662
252
252
656
616
625
625
645

French..cr. 23, 208, 215, 351, 3.57
h. 708
French

French
French Creek
French Creek

mt. 670, 675
p. o. 312
t. 312

Frenchmans
Frenchmans

isle 481,

591
521

lo.

If4

cr.

French MilLs
French Mountain
Fresh Kils
Fresh Meadows
Fresh Pond

Frewsburgh
Freysbu:^h
Friends
„
Friends
Friends C«raetery

Friendship
Friendship
Frontier
Frost Hill
FuUams Basin
Fullerville

p.o. 675
cr. 563,
lo.

p.o.
p. v.
p. o.
la.

p.o.
lo.

p. v.
t.

p. o.
lo.
lo.
lo.

681
681

FullervilleIronWork8..p.o.

Fnlmer

cr.

522
670
311
311

Fulton
Fulton
Fulton

CO.
p. V.

Fultonham

p. t.

t.

566
546
637
211
414
674
214
S71
173
173
237
499
401
577
577
344
314
528
605
605

Fulton Lakes
Fulton Lakes
Fulton Lakes
FultonvUle
Furmanville

22
22
339
p. v. 413
lo. 571
br. 696
cr. 340^ 461
cr. 681
v. 692, 695

(3, 4, 5)
(6, 7, 8)

Furnace
Furnace
Furnace Hollow
Fuinace Village
Gaines
Gaines
Gaines Biisin

p. v.
t.

lo.

Gainesville
Gainesville
Gainesville
Gainesville Center
Gainesville Creek

cr.

p. o.
t.

lo.

v.

Galen

t.

Gales

514
514
514
713
713
713
713
713
691

p. o. 647

Galesville
Galeville Mills

.p. v.

Gallatin
Gallatinville

t.

p. v.
isle

Gallop
Gallows

h.
p. v.
p. v.

Gallupville

Galway
Galway
Ganargwa

t.

cr.

Gansevoort

p. v.
v.

Garbuttsville
G.-irdiner

t.

Gardners.... ..isle 631,634,

Gardners
Gardners Ray
Gardners Corners
Gardners Island.

p.
v.
lo.

Gardnertown
Gardnerville
Gardnersville
Garlick Falls
Garnerville

Garoga
Garoga
Garoga

...

cr.

683

p. o. 667

v.

;

p. v.
v.

245
245
578
699
608
588
588
688
591
406
662
635
578
631
378
510
609
607
511

p.o. 236

570
314, 317, 407, 416
v.

la. .317

317
535
542
p. v. 456
o.
399
p.
t. 399
v. 399
p. o. 333
p. v. 483
t. 483
p. v.
p. v.
p. o.

GarrattsvlUe
Garrisons
Gasport
Gates
Gates
Gates Center

Gay Head
Geddes
Geddes

Genegantslet.cr. 223, 227, 2.30
la. 227
Genegantslet
Genegant.slet
p. v. 226
Genesee
co. 101, 320
Genesee
cr. 174
Genesee
r. 20, 22, 122, 168,
170,171.174,381,38.3,385,
386, 395,399, 402, 710, 712,
713.

Genesee
t.
Genesee Falls
t.
GeneseeVal. R.R. Junc.lo.
Geneseo
p. v.
Geneseo
t.

Geneva
Genoa
Genoa

p. v.
p. v.
t.

la.

George

173
713
405
383

383
498
202
202
21,

23, 296, 304, 670, 673, 680
p. v. 391

Georgetown
Georgetown

t.

German
German
German Flats
Germantown
Germantown
Gerry
Gerry
Getzville

Ghent
Ghent

391

p. 635

Georgica

p. o.
t.
t.

p. v.
t.

„

226
226
344
245
245

p. o. 211
p. o.
p. v.

213
283
245

t.

245

t.

Giant of the Valley....mt. 301
Gibson
t. 624
Gibsonville

p. v.

384
509

Gidneys

cr.

Giers
Gilberts
Gilberts Mills

br. 261

Gilbertsville

Gilboa
Gilboa

la. 6.35

p. o. 527
v. 527, 532
p. V. 605
t.

605

PAGB
Gilderland
Gilead
Gilgo Inlet

p. o.
la.

cr.

Gill

cr.

Gilman
Gilman

p. o.

Glasco
Glass
Glass House
Glass House

p. V.

Glen
Glen
Glen Aubrey
Glen Castle
Glencoe Mills
Glencove

p. o.

t.

la.

cr.

t.

lo.

p. o.
p. v.

p. v.
v.
la.

Glenham
Glen Haven
Glenmark Falls
Glen Mary

p. v.

Glenmore

p. v.

Glensdale
Glens Falls
Glens Falls

p. v.

p. o.
v.
lo.

p. o.
lo.

Glenville
Glenville
Glenville

lo.

p. v.
t.

Glen Wild

p. o.
p. T.

Glenwood
Gloversville

Goffs Mills

Golden Hill
Golden Root
Goldens Bridge
Goldsmiths

Goodgronnd
Goodhue
Goodhue
Goodwin

p. v.
cr. 584,

isle 450,
p. o.
cr. 451,

h.
p. o.
cr. 219,
p. o.
cr.
la.

mt.

Goose
Goose
Goose
Goose
Goose Pond
Goose Neck

cr.

h.
isle
la.

mt.
isle

Gooseville

lo.

Gorham
Gorham

p. v.

Goshen
Goshen
Gouverneur
Gouverneur
Governors

p. v.

t.

t.

p. v.
t.

isle 418,

Gowanda
Gowanus
GowanusBay

p. v.
y.

Grafton
Grafton
Grahamsvillo

p. v.

413
413
183
181
248
550
667
540
272
204
693
652
461
378
674
675
705
697
597
647
289
317
590
703
626
456
541
701
221
638
621
621
303
213
541
541
339
605
579
483
496
496
506
506
577
577
419
194
367

365, 367

555
555
647
lo. 423
t. 521
p.o. 521
279, 449
p.o. 290
t. 290
t.

p. v.

Grammercy Park
Granby
Granby Center
Grand
Grand Island
Grand Island
Grand Sachem

588

v. 558

Glenearie
Gleneida

Glowegee
Goat

164
541
644
451
337
337
666
558

isle

mt. 271

174
174
591
566
br. 259
Griinville
p. v. 682
Granville
t. 682
Grass
v. 572, 676, 579, 581
21
Grasse
r.
lo. 570
Grassy Point
br. 506
Grassy Swamp
Gravesend
.'p. v. 372
Gravesend
t. 372
Gravesend Bay ...
365, 373
Gravesville
p. v. 348
cr. 505
Gray Court
lo. 589
Grays Corners
Graysville
p. v. 347
br. 223, 227
Great
isle 705
Great
Great
p. 635
Great Bend
p. v. 357
br. 236
Great Black
Great Chazy..r. 232, 235, 2SG. 682
isle 639
Great Gull
639
Great Hog Neck
Great Kils
56«

Granger
Granger

Grangerville
Graniteville
•Grants

p. o.

t.

p. o.
v.
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mt. 701

Great Long Pond
lo. 549, 636
Great Neck
Great Peeoiiic Bay
631, 637
cr. 688
Great SoiUis
Great Sodus Bay...688,691,693
Great South Bay
631, 636
.cr. 578
Great Smker
lo. 542
Great Swamp
Great Valley
or. 189, 190
Great Valley
p. o. 190
t. 190
Great Valley
v. 190
Great Valley Station
Greece
p. v. 399
t. 399
Greece
lo. 399
Greece Center

Green
Green
Green
Green
Greenborough
Greenburgh
Greenbush
Greenbush
Greene
Greene
Greene

.h.

isle
la.
r.

.p. o.
t.

p. v.
.t.

co.
p. v.
t.

Greenfield
Greenfield
Greenfield
Greenfield Center

lo.

p. v.
t.

p. v.
p. v.
p. v.

Green Haven
Green Island
Green Locks
Green Point
Greenport
Greenport
Green River
Greens Corners
Greens Corners
Greenville
Greenville
Greenville
Greenville
Greenville Center

317,
243,

v.
p. o.
p. v.
t.

.p. v.

lo.

v.
lo.

p. v.
.t.

Greenwich
Greenwich
Greenwich
Greenwich Point
Greenwood
Greenwood
Greenwood
Greenwood Cemetery

332,
v.
v.
lo.
.p. o.
t.

lo.

la.

p. v.
t.

...lo.

Greenwood Works

p. v.

Gregorys
Greig
Greig

p. o.

Greigsville

p. v.

Grenadier

isle

br.
t.

Gridley

.cr.

Griffins Corners
Griffins Corners
Griffins Mills
Griffiths Corners
Griffiths Mills

Grindstone
Grindstone

p. v.
v.
p. v.
lo.
lo.

cr.
isle

Hill
Qriswolds Mills

Grippy

3roesbeck

mt.
p. v.
lo.

Grooms Corners
Grosvernors

p. o.
Corners., .p. o.
p. v.

Groton
Groton
Groton City
Grove
Grove
,
Grove Center
Groveland
Groveland
„
Groveland Center
Groveland Cornere
Groves
Guilderlaiid

Ouilderland Center
Guilford
Guilford Center
Guilford Pond
GulieliBville

t.

510
673
484
246
526
700
555
555
329
226
226
372
668
589
589
270
166
666
367
639
245
246
466
174
700
332
507
507
333
419
683
683
547
510
625
625
371
507
698
377
376
387
356
255
263
642
283
715
496
497
357
162
681
163
587
604
657
657

p. v. 6.57

p. o.
t.

lo.
.p. o.
t.

p. o.
v.
cr.
t.

p. v.
t.

p. v.
cr.
lo.

Gulph Summit
Guy Park

p. o.

Gypsum

p. o.

.lo.

PAOB

Hadlock
Hagadorus
Hagadorns Hollow

Hagamans

681
691
691
p. v. 412
p. 645
331
p.o. 674
t. 674
v. 577
t. 333
p. o. 263
p. o. 265
h. 647
p. o. 589
t. 589
br. 181,183
cr. 681
lo. 587
h. 507
544
lo. 669
p.

cr.

lo.

Mills

Hagans
Hagel Kil

Hague
Hague
Hailesborough
Halcott
Halcottsville

Hales Eddy
Half Moon
Half Moon

Half Moon
Halfway
Halfway
Half Way House
Hall
Halletts Cove
Halletts Point
Halls Corners

lo.

Halls Corners
Halls Port
Halls Station

176
455
p. o. 414
650, 653
lo. 658
p.o. 291
t. 291

p. v.
lo.

Hallsville

Halsey Valley

p. o.

Halseyville

Hamburgh
Hamburgh

Hamburgh-on-the-Lake
p.o. 291
261
t. 261

Hamden
Hamden

p. v.

Hamilton
Hamilton
Hamilton
Hamilton Square

336
391
t, 391
lo. 423
v. 164
mt. 302
p. o. 216
lo. 274

Hamiltonville

Hamlin
Hamlet
Hammerton

Hammond
Hammond
Hammonds

co.

p. v.

577
t. 577
Corners v. 220, 301
v. 628
Hammondsport
p. v.

Hampton
Hampton
Hampton
Hamptonburgh
Hamptonburgh
Hampton Corners

p.o. 683

Hancock
Hancock

p. v.

Handsome
Handsome Eddy
Haufords Landing

Hankins

lo.

683
471
607

t.

507

v.

683
262
261
261
223
399
645
522
522
622
213
213
465
213
591
663
252
252
303
419
706
246
213
213
627
225
262
262
181
311
6S0
303

t.

v.

t.

br.

br.
p. v.

Station.

lo.

Hannibal
Hannibal
Hannibal Center.

p. v.

Hanover
Hanover
Hanover
Hanover Center
Hans
Hardenbergh

v.
lo.
.or.
t.

p. v.
t.
I.

p. o.
r.

Harlemville

Harmony
Harmony

174
384
383
384
384
616
164
164
227
227
227
627
183
412
407

Harmonyville
Harpers

p. v.
t.

Harkness
Harlem

Harlem

t.

lo.

Harford
Harford

174
i74

Harpersfield
Harpersfield
Harpersville

Harrietstown
Harrington
Harris

Harrisburgh
Harrisburgh
Harris Hill
Harrison
Harrison
Harrisons
Ilarrisville

Hartfield
Haanakrois.cr.l.ie, 16.3, 166, 334
r. 568, 669, 570
Hackensack
Hadley
p. o. 589
t. 589
Hadley
674
Uadley Falls

590, 615,
700, 714
p.o. 498

Hartford
Hartford

23, 418,
p. v.
_.p.o.
t.

v.

br.
t.

p. v.
p. v.
t.

h.
p.
p. o.

377
377
289
p. o. 701
t. 700
cr. 534
t.

p. o.

v.

p. v.
p. v.
t.

Ilartland

p. o.

Ilartlaiid

t.

Uartlaud Coruers

lo.

370
211
684
683
453
453
453

729

PAGE

Hart Lot
Harts
Harts Corners
Harts Village

p.o. 482
isle
lo.

704
700

p. v. 277

484
625
625
Hartwick
p. v. 533
Hartwick
t. 533
Hartwick Seminary. ..p. v. 633
Hartwood
lo. 645
Harvard
p. v. 262
Hasenclever.
mts. 340
Haslia
h. 569
Haskel Flat
p. o. 191
Haskel
cr. 186, 194
Haskinville
p. o. 625
Hastings
p. v. 522
t. 522
Hastings
v. 700
Hastings
Hastings Center
p. v. 522
Hastings upon Hudson
p. 0. 700
Hartsville
Hartsville
Hartsville Center

Hatch
Hatchs

lo.
t.

v.

h. 497

390
610
166
p. o. 569
t. 569
p. o. 542
cr. 645
p.o. 645
p. v. 462
cr. 261
p. o. 180
544
p. o. 558
lo. 245
la.

Havana
Haver Island

p. v.

Haverstraw
Haverstraw
Haviland

Hawkins
Hawkins Creek
Hawkinsville

Hawks
Hawleyton
Island Inlet
Haynerville

Hay

Haysburgh
Hazard
Hazens
Hebron
Hebron

507
h. 541
p.

p.o. 684
t.

Hecla Works
Hector
Hector
Hector Falls

p. v.
p. o.

684
471

611
t. 611
lo. 611
cr. 658

Hedden

lo.

Heddingville
Hedgesville
Helderbergh

v.

543
629

mts. 19, 155,
156, 332, 595
Helena
p. v. 575
Hell Gate
544, 548
Hellibark
mts. 19, 600
Hemlock
cr. 381
Hemlock
h. 507, 541
Hemlock
la. 20, 381
Hemlock Lake
p. v. 384
Hemlock Outlet
cr. 491, 498
Hempstead
p. v. 547
544, 547
Hempstead Bay
Hempstead Harbor
544, 549
Hempstead Hook...cr. 367, 308
Henhawk
isle 705
Henrietta
.p. o. 399
Henrietta
t. 399
Henderson
bay 358
Henderson
la. 22, 303
Henderson
mt. 303
Henderson
p. v. 358
Henderson
.t. 358
Henderson Harbor
lo. 358
cr. 218, 221
Hendy
Herkimer
co. 101, 103, 340
Herkimer
p. v. 345
Herkimer
t. 345
Hermitage
.p. v. 716
.v. 640
Hermitage
Hermon
p. v. 578
Hermon
t. 578
Hess Road
p.o. 454
Hessville
lo. 414
Heusonville
p. v. 3.35
Heuvelton
p. v. 580
Ilewletts Point
lo. 5.i0
Hibernia
p. o. 270
Corners
Hickory
p. o. ifA
lo. 701
Hickory Grove
Hicksville
p. o. 550
HigginsviUe
.p. v. 470
isle 704
High
v. 484
High Bridge
lo. 702
High Bridgeville

High

Falls

Hiph
lOgh

Falls
Mills

lo.

370.575,0->t,
p. o. 664.
V.

070
666
597

PAGE
t.
Highland
Highland Mills
p. v.
juts. 19,
Highlands
High Market
p.o.
t.
High Market
mt. 19, 329,
High Peak
Point
h.
High

645
608
540
377
377
333
497

Hillsborough

p.o. H'<i

Hill.sdale

p. v.

Hillsdale
Hillside

t.

p.o.

Himrods Corners
Hindsburgh

p. v.

v,

Hinmansville
Hinsdale
Hinsdale
Hitchcocks Corners

v.
p. v.
t.

v.

Hoag

p.
.p. v.
p. v.
Jo.

Hoags Corners
Hobart

Hoboken
Hodge

City

p.

Iloffmans Ferry

p.o.

Hog

h.

Hogais

Hogansburgh
Hog Back
^
Hog Hollow

p.
p. v.

h. 507,
cr. 491,

Holland
Holland
Holland Patent

p. v.
t.

p. v.
p. V.

Holloy
Hollins

Hook

lo.

Hollow

.cr.

Holnian City

v.

Holmes Pond
Holmesville

248
246
471
720
515
627
191
191
270
274
557
265
429
647
697
272
646
309
642
496
291
291
467
615
514
340
466

br. 621

527
253
252
p. v. 646,668
Honcoye...cr. 20, 170,172, 381,

Homer
Homer
Homowack

v. 228,
p. v.

t.

384, 395, 404

Honeoye
Honeoye
Honeoye Corners
Honeoye Falls
Honeoye Inlet
Honeoye Outlet
Honesville

Hook
Hooper
Hoopers Valley
Hoosick

495
498
172
v.
400
p.
495, 497
491. 498
v. 506
p. 635
p. o. 184
p. o. 661
p. o. 556

la. 20,

p. v.
lo.

cr.
cr.

Hoosick...r. 21, 552, 555, 557,
858, 686

Hoosick
Hoosick Corners
Hoosick Falls

Hope
Hope
Hope Center
Hopedale
Falls

Hope
Hope Ridge
Hopewell
Hopewell
Hopewell
Hopewell Center
Hopkinton
Hopkinton

Hoppogue

t.

.555

v.

556
555

p. v.

mt. 271
t. 338
p.o. 3.38
lo.

mt. 402
lo. 271, 506
p. o. 497
t. 496
p. v. 496
p. v. 578
t.

578

lo.

637
674
674
626
626
626
626
626
172
344
222
222
509
541
643
710
639
105
243
172
358
375
379
626
026

Horicon
Horicou

p. v.

Hornby
Hornby
Hornby Forks

p. o.

Hornellsviile
Hornellsville

Horse
Horsebone Ledge
Horseheads
Horseheads
Horsepond
Horse Pound
Horse Shoe
Horse Shoe Falls
Hortnns Point
Hotchkiss

Hot Ground
Houghton Creek
Hi.uiiHfleld

Houses
Iloii^ieville

Howard
Howard
Howards Bush
Howeils Depov

548

p.o. 338

t.

t.

v.
p. v.
t.

cr.
p. v.
t.

mt.
br.
p.
.460,
lo.

cr.
lo.

p. o.
t

cr.

p. V
p. v,
t.

lo. Jr44

p. v.

610
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Hc-w«« Cave

lo.

Howlands
Howlet Hill
Hwbbanis Run

p. o.
cr.

Hubbardsville

p. v.

Hudson

isle

604
201
485
220
392

21, 23, 155, 267,
296. 329, 540, 542,
569, 570, 5S4, 588,
591, 593, 662, 665,
676, 700.

r.

274,
652,
5S9,
670,

276,
568,
590,
674,

p. T.
D. V.

246
272
506

Hulberton
Hulls
Hulls Corners

p. v.

515

Hume
Hume

p. o.

Humphrey
Humphrey
Humphrey

p. o.

Hudson City
HughsonviUe
Huguenot

h. 510
v. 522
t.

t.

Center

lo.

p. o.

Humphreysville

Hunger Kil
Hungry
Huuns

Hunt
Hunt

cr.

bay
la.

,

cr.
la.

Hunter
p. v.
Hunter
....t.
isle
Hunters
Hunters Land
p. v.
v.
Hunters Point
Hunterstown
lo.
la.
Huntington
Huntington
p. v.
t.
Huntington
Huntington Bay
ba.
Huntington Harbor
Hunts Corners
lo. 253,
Hunts Hollow
p. v.
Huntsville
Hurlbutville

lo.

p. o.
p. v.

Hurley
Hurley

t.

Huron
Huron

p. o.
t.

h.

Hussey
Hutchiusons

174
174
191
191
191
244
164
351
277
253
218
333
333
704
606
549
245
644
636
635
636
636
384
386
588
462
633
663
691
691
662

cr. 696,

699, 704, 705

Hyatts Corners

Hyde Park
Hvde Park
Hyde Park

616
550
p. v. 272
t. 272
br. 265
lo. 690
p. v. 607
v.

lo.

Hydes Brook
Hj-deville

Hyndsville

Ida

mt. 560
344
375
mt. 532
o.
174
p.
t. 174
br. 542

Ilion

Independence
Independence
Independence
Independence
Indian
Indian
Indian
Indian
Indian

p. V.
cr.

h. 641
la. 273,

339, 376

p. 273
r. 23, 351,

352, 359, 360, 361, 362,
375, 376, 572, 582, 682

Indian
Indian
Indian
Indian
Indian
Indian

Castle

lo.

Corners

lo.

Field
Fields

Lake
Kiver

Inghams Mills
Ingraham
Ingraham
Inverness
Ionia
Ira
Ira Center
Ireland
Ireland Corners

p.
p. o.
t.

p. o.
v.
.p.

343
343
643
163
338
376
346
309

Ischna
Ischua

Italy
Italy HUl
Italy Hollow

Ithaca
Ithaca

Jackson
Jackson
Jacksonburgh
Jackson Center
Jackson Corners
Jackson Summit
Jacksons Corners
Jacksons Corners
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Jacks Reefs

Jamaica
Jamaica Bay
Jamaica Heights

p. o.
lo.

p. v.
lo.

p. o.
t.

365, 544,
lo.

p. v.

p. o.
v.
p. v.
v. 482,
la.

Jan Vosent
Jan Wemps

cr.

cr.

Jasper
Jasper
Jasper Five Corners
Jasper Four Corners

Java
Java
Java Center
Java Village
Jay
Jay
Jay
Jeddo

332,

p. v.
v. 484,

Jamesrille
Janet

684
6S4

p. o.
t.

v.
v.
t.

p. o.
p. o.
p. v.

mt. 300,
p. V.
t.

p. V.

245
318
614
272
699
658
634
482
547
648
648
667
637
637
212
689
338
332
597
626
626
626
626
714
714
714
714
302
302
302
515
315

Jefferson
co. 101, 103,
Jefferson
t. 605, p. v. 332
Jefferson Valley
p. o. 708
Jeffersonville
p. v. 644
Jenkins
p. 647

Jenkinstown
Jenksville

Jenny
Jericho
Jersey City
Jersey field

Jerusalem
Jerusalem
.Jerusalem South

lo.

6.33

p. o.
la.

651
588
561
429
339
345
719
547
339
674
690
588
333
333
333
511
379
332
457
675
674
715
516
453
658
317
317
248
271
339
544
587
482
349
694
284
360
482
559
615
615

p. o.
lo.
la.
lo.
t.

p. v.

r.
Jessup
Jessup Falls
lo.
Jessups Corners
v.
Jessups Landing
Jewett
p. V.
Jewett
t.
Jewett Center
p. o.
Joe Gee
h.
John Browns Tract
lo.
John Debackers
cr. 331,

Johnsburg
Johnsburgh
Johnsburgh

lo.

p. v.
t.

p. v. 714,
Johnsons.. cr. 453, 456, 612,
Johnsons Creek.
p. v.

Johnsonburg.

JohnsonvUle
Johnstown....
Johnstown.

Johnstown
Jones
Jones Beach

490
202
202
lo. 546
p. o. 166
Irelandville
v. 612
Irish
cr. 413
Irish Hill
mt. 162
Irondale
v. 301
cr. 395, 491
Irondequoit
Irondequoit
p. v. 400
t. 400
Irondequoit
Irondequoit Bay
395, 405
Irving
p. V. 213
Irvington
p. v. 700
J«Jma
cr. 186, 190, 191, 192

p. v.

Jamesport
Jamesport

p. o. 387
t.

t.

v. 346
v. 684

Jamestown

Johnsville

lo.

K.atonah
Kattel

p. o.

Jamesburgh

p. o. 237

p. v.

Kasoag

191
p. V. 636
t. 636
t. 719
p. V. 719
p. o. 719
p. T. 667
t. 667
t.

Islip
Islip

Jonesville

p. v.
p. v.
t.

v.

p. v.
la.
lo.

Jordanville

p. v.
p. v.
p. v.

Joy

p. v.

Jordan

Jubilee Springs
Juhelville

Junction
Junction
Junius
Junius

Kaaters

v.
lo.

p. v.
p. o.
t.

Kil.. 329, 331, 332,
or.

Kahseway
Kanona

Karr Valley

PAGE

p. v. 191

p. v.
cr. 168,

666
245
622
170

528
698
cr. 181
Kattelville
lo. 181
Kau-a-da-rauk
cr. 416
Kayaderosseras.cr. 411, 590, 591
Kayaderos6eras....mt. 295, 300,
304, 684, 588, 589, 591, 670
r. 584
Kayaderosseras

Kecks Center

p. v.
p. v.

317
163
302
t. 302
lo. 255
Keeseville
.p. v. 235, 300
lo. 487
Kelloggs Mills.
Kelloggsville
.....p. v. 204
lo. 701
Kelloggsville
lo. 615
Kellys Corners
br. 223
Kelsey
Kendall
p. v. 515
Kendall
t. 615
Kendall Mills
p. o. 406,515
Kensico
v.
703
p.
Kent
br. 223
Kent
or. 351, 356
Kent
p. o. 641
Kent
t. 541
Kenwood
v. 163
514
lo.
Kenyonville
Kerhonkson
p. v. 668
cr.
719
498,
Keshong
491,
Ketchabonec
lo. 638
Ketchamtown
lo. 605
Ketchums Corners
p. o. 593
Ketchumville
p. v. 651
Kettle Bottom
mt. 675
600
Keysers Kil
Kiantone
cr. 214
Kiantone
p. v. 214
Kiantone
t. 214
Kidders Ferry
p. o. 616
680
cr.
Kidney
Killawog
p. 0. 182
Killbuck
190
0.
p.
Kil Van KuU
cr. 566
Kinderhook...cr. 241, 244, 247,
248, 552, 554, 567, 659, 560
Kinderhook
la. 241, 247
Kinderhook
_
p. v. 247
Kinderhook
t. 247
CO. 365
Kings
237
Kings Bay
Kingsborongh.
p. v. 317
Kingsbridge
p. o. 708
Kingsbury
p. v. 685
t. 684
Kingsbury
lo. 376
Kings Falls
Kings Ferry
p. o. 202
lo. 419
Kings Garden
Kings Settlement
p. o. 228
Kingston
p. v. 663
t. 663
Kingston
lo. 705
Kingstreet
lo. 720
Kinneys Corners
KinneysFourCoruers.p. 0. 522
Kirby
p. 702
Kirk
p. 641
Kirkland
p.o. 464
Kirkland
t. 464
Kirkville
p. r. 484
Kirkwood
p. v. 182, t. 185
Kishewana
la. 543
Kiskatora
cr. 332
Kiskatom
p. o. 332
r. 696
Kisko
Kleina KU
247
Knapp
p. 647
lo.
582
Station
Knapps
or. 168
Knight
203
cr.
Knights
Knowersville
p. o. 164
Knowlesville
p. v. 515
Knox
p. 0. 164
Knox
t. 164
Knox Corners
p. v. 462
Knoxville
v. 164, 393, 624
556
KooIaKil
Kortright
p. o. 262
262
t.
Kortright
lo. 262
Kortright Center
Kottle Kil
666
cr. 666
Koxing Kil
v.
664
Kripplebush
p.
Kyserike
p. o. 666
Kysorville
p. y. 386

Reefers Corners

Keene
Keene
Keeney Settlement

p. o.
p. o.
p. v.

PAOB
Labrador
Labrador

Lackawack
Laekawack
Ladews Corners
La Fargeville
La Fayette
La Fayette
La Fayetteville
La Grange
La Grange
La Grangeville

cr.

p. 255,
cr. 641,

250
483

p.o.

647
668
667
360
483
483
273
713
272
272
471
211
683
668

Lakeland

p. v.

638

Lake Pleasant
Lake Pleasant

p.o. 338

Lakeport
Lake Ridge

p.o.
p.o.
p.o.
550,

p. v.
lo.

p. v.
p. y.
t.

p.y.
p. v.
t.

p.y.

Lairdsville

p. v.

Lake
Lake
Lake

p. o.

h.

Hill

t.

338
394

658
456
683
p. v. 384
lo. 167
Lambs Corners
Lamsons
_
p. o. 484
Lancaster
p. v. 291
Lancaster
t. 291
cr. 267,276
Landimans
Landons
la. 260
lo. 685
Langdons Corners
cr. 222
Langford
Langford
p.o. 292
lo. 326
Langtons Corners
t. 658
Lansing
Lansingburgh
p. v. 566
t. 556
Lansingburgh
Lansing Kil
458, 462,470
Lansingville
p. v. 658
v. 261
Lansingville
Lapeer
p.o. 253
t. 263
Lapeer
v. 23*
Laphams Mills
Laona
p. y. 215
La Salle
p.o. 465
cr. 416
Lashers

Lake Road
Lakeville
Lakeville

Lassellsville

Lattingtown
Laurel

Laurens
Laurens
Lawrence

Lawrence

lo.

317
665
549
v.
534
p.
t. 634
br. 312, 527
t. 678

p. v.
lo. 551,

h.

Lawrenceville
Lawrenceville
Lawrenceville

lo.

549

578
666
190
la. 163
h. 505
p. v. 604
h. 504
v. 416
cr. 248
p. 646
p. v. 392
y. 248
p. o. 202
p. v.
v.

Laws

la.

Lawsons
Lawyers
Lawyersville

Lazy
Leatherville

Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon Springs
Ledy.Hrd

Ledyard

t.

la.

Legiers

202
376

Lemon Creek

p.o. 567

Lenox
Lenox
Lenox Furnace

392
392
392
p. y. 465
t. 465
p. v. 465
p. v. 332
p.o. 270
p. o.

t.

lo.

Lee
Lee
Lee Center
Leeds
Leedsville
Leesville
Leicester

p. v.
t.

Leon
Leon
Leonardsville

Le Ray
Le Ray
Le Roy

p. V.
'.....t.

p. v. 390,
p. v.
t.

p. v.

LeRoy
Levana
Levant
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewis
Lewisboro
Lewisboro
Lewisburgh
Lewistou

t.

p. v.
p. o.
CO.
cr.

p. y.
t.

302,
p. o.
t.

lo.

p. y.

607
384
191
191
537
359
359
326
326
302
212
374
331
302
377
701
701
664
453

INDEX OF GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES.
PACE

PAGE
Lewiston

t.

Lexiiiistun

p. v.

Leiiugton

t.

p.o. 377

Leydi-Mi

Levden
Leydon Hill
Liberty
Liberty
Liberty
Liherty Kails
Liberty ville
Libertyviile
Libertyville
Lillio

Lima
Lima
Lime
Lime Lake
Limerick
Limestone
Limestone
Lincklaen
Lincklaen
Linden
Linden Hills
Lindenwald
Liudley
Liudleytown
Line Kil

t.

v.

p. v.

624
p. v. 645
mt. 645
p. o. 663
v. 658
p. 645
p. v. 384
t. 384
la. 192
lo. 192
p.o. 366
cr. 090, 474, 484
p. o. 188
p. y. 227
t. 227
p. v. 325
lo. 549
lo.

247

t.

626
626
600
348
483
578
578
166
182
182
419
345
345
278
334
684

p. v.
cr.
lo.

p. o.

Lisbon
Lisbon

lo.
t.

Listias Kil
Lisle
Lisle

p.o.
p. V.
t.

Lispenards Meadows
Litchfield
Litchfield

lo.

p. v.
t.

Lithgow

p. 0.
isle
la.

612, 619,
p. 273, 399, 506, 507,
609, 645

463
377
544, 546
br. 236
cr. 347
p.o. 510
r.

Alder.

Bay
Black
Black
Britain

Brocken Straw...cr.

Lakes

208,

v. .349

Long

la.

506
631
p. 542
cr. 688
p. v. 278
r. 232, 238

sink

Little
Little
Little
Little
Little
Little
Little
Little
Little
Little
Little
Little
Little
Little

338

lo. 633, 636
Neck
Neck Bay....544, 546, 549
Paughcaugnaugh-

Little Peconic
Little Pond
Little Red
Little Rest
Little Sable
Little Salmon

cr.

Bay

Salmon
Sandy
Sandy

cr. 202, 206,

395, 622
r. 307, 308,
309, 312
cr. 446, 527
p. 517,
cr.

Schoharie

Shawaugunk
Snake
Sodus

527

600
608
182
206
205
314,318
r.

cr. 179,
cr. 206,

Sodus Bay
Sprite

cr. 186,
t.

v.
cr.
la.

192
192
382
(«6
254

p. v. 2:>o
v.

577

lo.

226

cr.

cr. 8^)8
Stony
Sucker
cr. 678
Touawanda-.cr. .324, 714
Trout
r. 309, 310
Utica
v. 484

Lutheran Cemetery

649
p. o. 608
mts. 252, 295, 670
p. v. 675
t. 675

Lutlierauville

Lnzerue
Luzerne
Luzerne

Lyme

t.

p. v. 487
Liverpool
br. 683
Livingston
co. 101, 103, 381
Livingston
la. 688
Livingston
p. o. 248
Livingston
t. 247
Livingston
p. v. 603
Liringstouville
Livonia
p. o. 384
t. 384
Livonia
v. 384
Livonia Center
v.
384
Livonia Station
p.
Lloyd
p. o. 664

Lloyd
Lloyds
Lloyds Harbor
Lloyds Neck
Loch Sheldrake

t.

h.

ba. 6.36
lo. 550,

651

p. v. 644
p. v. 691

Lock Berlin
Locke
Locke

LyttlfS

192
p. v. 516
691
v.
p.
t. 691
p. o. 377
lo. 379
p.o. 380
p. o. 484
t. 483
p. 686

Mabbettsvillo

p. o. 277

Lyndon

618

lo.

317

262
175
168, 170
mt. 19, 296, 303

McGraw ville
McHenry Valley. ..cr.
Mclntyre

462

lo.

McLean
McMartin

p. v.
v.

p. v. 657
19, 296, 303

Machias
Machias
Mackies Corners

p. v.

Macomb
Macomb
Mad
Mad

p. o. 679

Lake
Neck
Pond
Pond
Longs Corners
Lookout
Loon

395, 505, 507,
541, 645, 646

544
701
p.o. 645
lo.

lo.

t.

cr.

mt.
lo.

mt.
la.

Looneyville

Loon Lake

p.o.

Lords
Lords
Lordsville

br.

p. v.

Lotville

p. o.

p.o. 401
t.

Loudonville

lo.

Louisville
p.o.
Louisville
t.
Louisville
v.
Louisville Landing.....p. o.

Lowell

p. v.

Lower Black Rock
Lower Chateaugay
Lower Cincinnatus
Lower Cross Roads
Lower Ebenezer
Lower Falls
Lower Genesee Kails
Lower Saranac
la.
Lower Smith Clove

Low Hampton
Lowville
Lowville
Lowville

Lox
Luce
Ludingtonville

395
302
327
663
674
238
628
261

p. 261, 647
p. o. 262

Lovetts Corners
Lorraine
Lorraine

la.
lo.

lo.

v.
v.

22,
lo.

p.o.
cr.

p. V.
t.

p.
h.
p. o.
cr.

p. v.
p. v.
t.

p. o.
isle

mt.
McNalls Corners

lo.

cr.

359
359
318
166
579
579
535
579
471
2S4
309
250
702
293
304
402
311
508
6S3
375
378
378
645
253
541
223
658
645
645
263
460

456
623

h. 507
p. v. 227

227
692
692
p. v. 692
t.

p. v.
t.

t.

v.

t.

192
192
605
579

br. 230
r.

463

Madison
co. 101,
Madison
p. v.
Madison
t.
Madison Reservoir
p.
Madison Square
.lo.

388
392

392
392
423

Bladrid

p. o. 579

Madrid
Magnolia

p. o.

t.

la.

Magriganies

Maharness

r.

579
211
708

696,698,70.3,

338

p.o. 566

619,
p.o.

Luna

lo.

p. v. 470

Macedon Center

Long
Long
Long
Long

Luniberland
Lnmberville

McConnelsville
McConnelsville
McDuffee Town
McEwens Corners
McGrawville

616
616
p. o. 616
lo. 616
lo. 616
v. 684
h. 507
684
572.
22, 466,
t.

365, 644,
631, 633
Long Island Sound... 644, 548,
549, 633, 636, 637, 704, 706

LudUiwville

Lyons Falls
Lyons Falls
Lysander
Lysander

p.o. 551
p. V.

Long Beach
Long Beach Point
Long Eddy
Long Island. .101, 121,

Lumberland

Lyonsdale

McNutt Run
Macannon
Macdonough
Macdonough
Macedon
Macedon

Log Village
Long
la.
Long
Long
p. 276,

Ludlow

Lyons
Lyons

203
t. 202
p. V. 454
t. 454
isle 703
o.
274
p.
lo. 549
456
p.o.
p. o.

Lockport
Lockport
Locust
Locust Glen
Locust Grove
Locust Tree
Locust Valley
Lodi
Lodi
Lodi Center
Lodi Falls
Lodi Landing

6(4
272

3.59

t.

Lyndonville

Livermores Corners

cr.

213
cr. 279
Little Buffalo
259
Little Bush Kil
isle 705
Little Captains
cr. 208
Little Cattaraugus
Little Chautauque..cr. 211,216
r. 232
Little Cliazy
cr. 179
Little Choconut
Little Connewango..cr. 189,194
r. 259,261
Little Delaware
lo. 264
Little Falls
Little Falls
p. v. 346
t. 345
Little Falls
cr. 168, 172
Little Genesee
v.
Little Genesee
173
p.
isle 639
Little Gull
lo. 639
Little Hog Neck
r. 562, 554
Little Uoosick
Little
Little
Little
Little
Little

Little Valley
Little Valley
Littleville
Little White
Little York
Little York
Little York

t..645

Linn

Little
Little
Little
Little
Little
Little
Little

377
377
645

v.

Linlitligo

Little
Little
Little

453
334
834

731

PAGE

Mahopac
Mahopac
Maine
Maine
Maiden
Maiden Bridge
Maliue
Mallory
Mallory ville
Maloue

la.

705
540

p. v. 541
p. v. 182

182
666
244
lo. 523
p. 643
lo. 656
p. v. 312
t. 311
v. 307
t.

p. v.
p. v.

Malone
Malone
Malta
Malta
Malta Ridge

p. o. .590

Maltaville

p. o.

t.

lo.

590
590
590

Mamakating
p.o. 646
t. 646
Mamakating
Mamaroneck
cr. 505, 701
Mamaroneck
p. v. 701
Mamaroneck
r. 611,696,707
Mamaroneck
t. 701
Mamaroneck Bay
701

PAGB
Mannsvillo
Mainiys Corners

Manor

423
419
t. 340
p.o. 346
lo.

p. o.

Manlius
Manlius Center
Manlius Station

Manns

p. o. 486,

5:'.5

lo.

107, 412
p. o.

p. v.
t.

Maiietta
Marilla
Marilla
Mariners Harbor

p. v. 59>5
p. v. 485

292
292
566
Marion
p. v. 692
Marion
t. 692
Marketts
isle 703
mt. 665
Marlborough
Marlborough
p. v. 665
t. 664
Marlborough
Marrowback
h. 383
Marsh
cr. 514
Marshall
p. o. 465
Marshall
t. 465
Marshfield
p.o. 292, 667
Marsh Pond
p. 673
Miirshville
lo. 412,578
Martindale Corners
lo. 686
Martindale Depot
p.o. 244
Martins
cr. 377, 378
Martiiisbnrgh
p. v. 378
Martinsville
p. o. 456
Martville
p. o. 205
Marvin
p. o. 212
mt. 302
Mary
Maryland
.p. v. 634
t. 534
Maryland
v. 542
Marysvjlle
Masonville
p. v. 263
Masonville
t. 263
Ma.speth
p.o. 549
Massena
p. v. 579
Massena
t. 579
Miissena Center
p. v. 580
Massena Springs
v. 580
Masten
p. 646
Mastic
lo. 634
Mastic
r. 034

Mathewson
Mattashuck
Matteawan
Matteawan

mts. 267,
p. v.
p. v.
r.

cr.
p. v.
t.

Mechanic
Meclianicsville

Mechanic Town

Mecklenburgh
McCDX Bay
Mcdtbrd
Medina

Medusa
Mellonville
Melville

Mendon
Mi-ndon

Mendon Center
Mentz
Merch.antviUo

5(5l

271
640
571
314
31S
318

211
623
691
cr. 699
lo. 278
lo. 327, 571
p. v. 593
v. 510
.p. v. 611
631
lo. 634
p. v. 515
p. v. 165
p. v. 244
v. 636
lo. 549
p. v. 400
t. 400
p. v. 400
t. 203

p. v.
cr. 609, 611,

Meanagh

t.

227

651

br. 259

Maynard
Mayville

t.

v.

h. 245

Mattituck
Blawav
Mayfield
Mayfield
Mayfield

Meads

p. v.

p.
lo.

Matinicock

p. v.

484
484
p. v. 4K4
v.
484
p.
br. 637

isle

192
705

t.

Mclvina
M.anlius

634

p.o. 277

Mariaville

Mechanicsville

Manhattanville
Manheira
Manheim Center

p. o.

455
253
253
v. 646
lo. 690
p. o. 664
t. 664
Marcellus
t. 484
MarctUus Falls
p. v. 485
mt.
Marcy
19, 295, 296
Marcy
p. o. 465
t. 465
Maioy
Marengo
p. v. 691
v.
263
Maigarettville
p.
Maria
p. 596

Mandana
Manhasset
Mauhasset Bay
Manhasset Neck
Manhattan
Manhattan Square

412

p.o. 604

Manursing
Maple Grove
Mapleton
Mapletou
Marathon
Marathon
Marathon
Marbletown
Maibletown
Marbletown

Meadville

487
650
544, 549
lo. 550
isle 418, 407

lo.

600, t)04

Manorkill
Manorville
Mansfield
Mansfield

Manchester
lo. 274
Manchester
t. 497
Manchester
v. 464
Manchester Bridge.-p. 0.272, 274
p. v.
p. v.

p. v. 357

Kil

lo.

lo.«627
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Menelsville

263
t. 2f3
p. v. 201
mt. 245
lo. 392

Merrick

P- o. 647

Merrill
Merrillsville
Merritt Island

p. o.

t.

Meretiirh Square

Meridian

Merino Point

cr.

lo.

Messena Springs
Messengerville

p. o.

Messina Spring

Metauques
Mettowee
Mexico
Mexico
Michaels Brook
Michigan
Middle

p.
r.

p. V.
t.

br.
cr. 623,

br.

Aliddle

isle

Middlehvirgh
Middlebiirgh

p. v.

Middlebury
Middle Ebenezer
Middle Falls

t.

t.

v.

Middlefield
p. o.
t.
Middleiield
Middlefield Center
p. v.
Middle Genesee Falls
Middle Granville
p. v.

Middle Grove
p. o.
Middle Hope
p. v.
Middle Island
p. o.
lo.
Middleport
Middleport
p. v.
Middlesex
p. o.
t.
Middlesex
v.
Middlesex Center
hr.
Middletovm
Middletovra ...lo. 549, 571,
Middletown
p. v.
t.
Middletown
.v.
Middletown
lo.
Middle Village
MiddleWlle
p. v.
Midroadville

253
311
510
26
255
482
646
682
522
522
541
627
262
705
606
606
714
293
710
534
534
534
402
682
589
509
634
392
456
720
720
720
223
700
610
263
589
549
343

v. 6.36

334

Midway

p. o.

Milan
Milan
Milan

p. o. 273
t.

v.

Milanville

Milbum

lo.

Wilford
Milford
Milford Center.

Mill
Mill Branch
Mill Brook

MUlbnrn
Millens Bay
Millers .....".
Millers Corners
Millers Place
Miilerton
Mill Grove
Mill Grove
Mill Neck

Millport

Millsburgh
Mills Corners
Hills Corners
Mills >nil3

Milltown

VaUey

Millville
Millville

.

t.

v.

br. 203, 223, 296, 663,
685, 715
cr. 186. 211, 263, 375,
536, 654, 616, 675

MUI

Mill

p. o.

272
203
273
547
534
534
534

p. 2.36, 2.38

Militarj-

Mill

lo.

Milo
Milo Center
Milton
Milton
Milton
Milton Center

Mina
Mina
Mina Corners
Miuas Fall
Minaville
Mine Kil
Mine Kil Falls

Mineola
Miners

p. 316, 647
v. 283

674
182
356
br. 204

p. v.

.So.

p. o.

557
633
273
v.
282
p.
v. 194
cr. 544
p. V. 222
v. 511
lo. 326
p. o. 317
P.O. 174
p. V. 543
v. 606
lo. 554
p. V. 516
t. 720
p. v. 720
lo. 705
p. V. 665
t. 590
lo. 690
p. o. 214
t. 214
v. 214
cr. 568
p. v. 413
600, 605
p. o. 605
lo.

p. o.
lo.

p. v. 5.50
cr.
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I

P-o. 263

Meredith
Meredith

p. o. 302

Minerva
Minerva

t.

Mioetto
Minetto

cr.

p. v.
p. o.

Minden
Minde-n
Mindenville
Minisceongo
Minisink
Minisink

t.

p. v.
cr.

p. o. 507

507
mt. 703
...p. 644
p. v. 629
t.

Misery
Mitchells
Mitchellville
Mixville

v.

Modena

Modem

Times

Moffatville

Mogadore
r.

174

p. v. 665
v. 637

Moffatts Store

Mohawk
Mohawk

302
526
526
414
414
414
568

p. v.
v.

248
359

lo.

327

p. v. 344
21, 23, 1.55. 165,

340, 343. 344, 345, 407, 458,
462, 463, 465, 466, 584. 589,
593. 595.

Mohawk
Mohawk ville

t.

415

lo.

597

708
Moira
p. o. 312
Moira
t. 312
Moira Corners
v. 312
h. 277
Molly, Mount
la. 647
Mongaup
Mongaup
p. o. 646
r. 506, 641, 647
Mongaup
Mongaup Valley
p. v. 643
cr. 510
Monhagan
Monroe
CO. 101, 103, 395

Mohegan

Monroe
Monroe
Monroe Works
Monsey
Monsey Depot.
Montague
Montague

la.

p. v. 507
t.

p. o.
.p. o.

lo.

p. o.
t.

6.35

p. v.

277
611
203

t.

203

v.

Blount Morris Square

...lo.

404
702
698
633
385
385
423
549
589
702
505
273
274
633
227
699
534
628

Mount Olivet Cemetery..lo.
Mount Pleasant
p. v.
t.
Mount Pleasant
h.
Mount Rascal
Mount Riga
p.
lo.
Mount Ross
Mount Sinai
p. v.
Mount Upton
p. v.
Mount Vernon
p. v.
Mount Vision
p. o.
Mount Washington. ...p. o.
Mourning Kil
587,588
mt. 674
Moxons
Muckle

h. 277
cr. 21, 223, 451, 456.
487, 491, 496, 622, 691, 692
la. 190, 210, 349, 483,
Mud
588, 612, 619
Mud
p. 201,236, 273, 304,

Muddy
Muddy
Mu^dy Kil
Mudge
Mud Lick

lo.

lo.

699
501, 507
p. v. 608
lo.

Mount Hope
t.,
Mount Hope Cemetery. .lo.
Mount Kisko
p. o.
Mount Kisko
...p. v.
lo.
Mount Misery
Mount Morris
p. v.
t.
Mount Morris

Mud

Monterey
Monterey

384
679
p. o. 589
ba. 650
lo. 550
v. 685
cr. 416
p. v. 701
p. v. 656
lo. 549
p. V. 487
br. 259
lo. 260
mt. 395

p. V.

Moses Kil
MosherviUe
Mosquito Cove
Mosquito Neck
Moss Street
Mother
Mott Haven.
Motts Corners
Motts Point
Mottvaie
Mountain
Mountain Brook
Mountain Ridge
Mount Airy
Mount Basha

507
508
571
571
378
378

Monttiuk Point

Montezuma
Montezuma
Montezuma Marshes

Moscow

615,647
br. 642
p. 643
667
691
222
559
v. 559

cr.

cr.

Muitzss Kil
197
Montgomery...co. 101, 103, 407 Muittes Kill
645
Mumford
p. v. 406
Montgomery
p.
h. 255
Muncey
Montgomery
p. v. 608
v. 393
508
Munnsville
t.
p.
Montgomery
cr. 279, 292, 326,
Murder
Monticello
p. v. 647
Monticello
v. 537
327, 712
501
Murderers KU
Montrose
lo. 550
Montrose Point
lo. 699
p. o. 515
Murray
t. 515
Montville
lo. 570
Murray
lo. 515
Montville
v. 203
Murray Depot
cr. 696
Moodna
Muscoot
p. o. 510
r. 706
Muscoot
Mooers
p. v. 238
h. 504
Mooers
t. 238
Musquito
v. 495
Mooers Forks
Mutton ville
p. o. 238
lo. 272
Moon
la. 576
Myers Corners
lo. 276
Moordeners
cr. 654
Myersnlle
Moordeners Kil
559
cr. 179,
Moore
mt. 303 Nanticoke
Moose
cr. 304
182, 651, 652
t. 182
Nanticoke
Moose,
p. 303
Moose
r. 375
Nanticoke Springs. ....p. o. 182
Moravia
Nannet
p. v. 569
p. v. 203
Mora\-ia
t. 203
p. v. 668
Napanock
634
Moreau
t. 590
Napeague Harbor
Moreau Station
o.
690
p. v. 497
Naples
p.
t. 497
Morehouse
t. 338
Naples
Morehouseville
p. V. 193
Napoli
p. o. 339
t. 193
Moreland
p. o. 611
Napoli
cr. 624
Moresville
Narrows
p. o. 264
v.
648
Morgauville
p.
p. v. 328 Jfarrow.sburgh
Moriah
NashWUe
p. v. 213
p. v. 303
]Moriah
v.
557
t. 302
Nas-au
p.
Moriches
t. 5.57
Nassiiu
p. v. 634
v.
363
o.
Natural
700
Moringville
p.
Bridge
p.
Morley
p. o. 376
Naumburg
p. v. 576
Morris
Navarino
p. v. 485
p. o. 535
Morris
lo. 547
t. 535
Near Rockaway
Morrisania
la. 521
Neatahwanta.
p. v. 701
Morrisania
lo. 606
t. 701
Nehtaways Cave
Jlorrisonville
cr. 622
Neils
p. v. 240
Monistown
p. v. 580 Nelson
p. o. 393
Morristown
t. 580
t. 393
Nelson
v. 393
Morrisville
Nelson Flats
p. v. 390
Morseville
h. 701
Nelson Hill
p. o. 605
Morsston
v. 542
Nelsonville
p. v. 647
cr. 700
Mortons Corners
p. v. 2S9
Neperhan
Mortonville
o.
510
.p.
p. o. 702
Neperhau
.'.

FAOB
696, 702, 707

Neperhan

r.

Neversink
Neversink

p. o. 647
x. 21, 501. .506.
641, 647

Neversink
Neversink Flats
New Albion
New Albion

Newark
Newark
Newark Bay
Newark Valley

New Astoria
New Baltimore
New Baltimore
New Beacon
New Berlin
NewBeriin

New Berlin Center
New Boston
New Boston
New Bremen
New Bremen
New Bridge
New Brighton
New Britain
New Brooklyn

t.

v.
p. v.
t.

p. v.
t.

646
C47
193
193
690
651
563

p. v. 651
lo.

p. v.
t.

519
334
334

mt. 26T
228
t. 227
p. o. 228
lo. 692
p. v.

p. o. .379

378
378
547
v.
566
p.
p. o. 248
lo. 367
lo. 713
Newburgh
Newburgh
p. v. 609
t. 508
Newburgh
New Castle
p. o. 702
New Castle
t. 702
New CentervUle
p. o. 520
v. 166, 569
New City
22
Newcomb
la.
t. 303
Newcomb
New Concord
v. 244
New Dorp
p. o. 567
New Ebenezer
lo. 293
Newfane
p. o. 454
Newfane
t. 454
Newfield
p. v. 658
Newfield
t. 658
New Forge
lo 249
New Graef'enberg
p. o. 344
New Hackensack
p. v. 27?
New Hambuigh
p. v. 274
New Hampton
p. v. 511
New Hartford
p. v. 465
New Hartford
t. 465
New Haven
p. v. 523
New Haven
t. 523
v. 204
New Hope
New Hudson
p. o. 175
New Hudson Corners. ....v. 175
New Hurley
p. o. 665, 667
544
New Inlet
New Kingston
p. o. 263
317
v.
Newkirks Mills
p.
New Lebanon
p. o. 248
t. 248
New Lebanon
New Leiianon Center..p. v. 248
26
New Lebanon Springs
New Lebanon Springs..p.o. 248
5.35
o.
New Lisbon
p.
t. 655
New Lisbon
lo. 635
New Lisbon Center
New London
p. v. 470
t. 373
New Lots
New Milford
p. v. 510
New Ohio
p. o. 181
New Oregon.
p. o. 292
NewPaltz
p. v. 665
Paltz
t. 665
New
New Paltz Landing ...p. v. 664
347
v.
p.
Newport
t. 347
Newport
265
o.
New Road
p.
New Rochelle
p. v. 702
t. 702
New Rochelle
New Russia
.p. v. 301
New Siilem
p. v. 164
v. 496
New Salem
New Scotland
p. v. 104
t. 164
New Scotland
New Springvillc
p. o. 566
t. 292
Newstead
V. 640
New Suffolk
v.
235
New Sweden
p.
NewtonvUle
p. o. 166
p. o.

t.

lo.

Newtown

cr. 219, 221,
222, 365, 367, 548, 649

Newtown
Newtown
Newtown

New
New

Utrecht
Utrecht

lo.

p. v.
t.

589
649
548

p. v. .373
t.

373
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New Ternon
New Village

608
634
343
v. 629
t. 509
v. 509
p. v. 450
co. 418
v.

p. o.
p. v.

Newville
Newville

New Windsor
New Winilsor
New Woodstock
Nnw York
New York Bay

367,
437, 563, 566

New York City
t.
New York Harbor
New York Mills
p. o.
New York Mills
v.
New York Upper Mills. ..v.
Niagara
Niagara

418
563
465
471
465
co. 101, 449

r. 20, 22, 122,
279, 284, 449, 453, 455

Niagara
Niagara City
Niagara Falls
Niagara Falls

t.

v.

454
455
450
465

p. v.
p. o. 651

NicUols
Nichols

t.

Nicholville

651

p. v. 578
p. 571
p. V. 173

Niggar
Nile
Niles
Niles

p. o.
t.

Nine
Nine Corners
Nine Mile

204
204

h. 5.37
lo.

204

er. 458, 46.3, 465,
474, 480, 483, 485, 622, 528

Nineveh

p. o.

181

Nipple Top

jnt. 19, 296, 304

Niskayuna
Niskayuna

597
597
638
r. 637
ba. 637
637
p. v. 247
v. 675
lo.

t.

lo.

Nisseqiiague

Nissequague
Nissequagiie Harbor

Nissequague Neck
Niverville

Nobles Corners
Noblesville

v. 5.35

Norfolk
Norfolk

Normans

p. V. 580
t.

580

Kil
165,
163, 164, 595, 696, 597

Normanskill

p. o.
v.

Norrisville

North
p. 273,
North Adams
North Albany
North Almond

Northampton
Northampton
North Argyle
North Bangor.
North Barton
North Bay
North Bergen
North Blenheim
North Blonmfleld
North Boston
North Branch
North Bridgewater
North Broadalbiu
North Brookfield
North Brother
North Buffalo
North Burke
North Cambridge
North Cameron
North Castle
North Castle
North Chatham
North Chemung
North Chili
North Clarence
North Clarkson
North Cohocton
North Collins
North Collins
North Copake
North Creek
North Cuba
North Dansville
Northeast
Northeast
Northeast Cebter
North Easton
Northeast Station
North Elba

North Eliia
North Evans
Northfield

North Franklin

163
240

620, 647, 701
p. o. 3.55
lo.

p. o.
p. v.
t.

p. o.
p. o.
p. o.
p. v.
p. o.

p. o.
p. v.
p. v.
p. v.
p. v.
p. o.

p. v.
isle

p.o.
p.o.
p. o.
p. o.
p. v.
t.

p. v.

p.o.
p. v.

p.o.
p. o.
_.p. v.
t.

v.

p.o.
p. v.
v.
t.

p. o.
t.

p. v.

p.o.
p. o.

p.o.
t.

p. v.
t.

p.o.

166
170
318
318
679
308
650
470
325
603
500
283
644
463
317
390
548
284
309
680
623
703
703
244
221
398
289
405
624
292
292
245
676
173
385
273
273
273
681
273
303
303
290
666
261

733

PAOR
P*OE
PAOB
North Gage
t. 714
Orangeville
p.o. 4ii3 Oak Orchard
p. v. 515
North Galwav
Uak Orchiird Acid Spgs...lo. 324 (Irangevillo Center
v. 714
p. o. 58'.t
North Granville
Oak Orchard Harbor
Orebed
lo. 514
p. 6Sl
p. v. 682
North Greece
Oak Point
p. v. 399
Oregon
p. o. 21tj
p. v. 577
North Greenbush
t. 657
Oak Ridge
v. 543, 699
lo. 413
Oregon
North Greenfield
lo. 639
Orient
p.o. 589 Oaks Corners
p.o. 498
North Greenwich
OaksvUle
Orient
p. v. 683
p. v. 640
p. v. 5.36
North Hamden
261
Oatka
lo.
701
cr.
Urienta
p.o.
20,320, 326,395,
North Harperstield
640
Orient Harbor
p. o. 262
405, 710, 713, 714, 715
North Hartford
v. 684
y.
645
cr.
392,
458,
393,
Oriskauy
Obernburgh
North Haverstraw
p. v. 570
462, 464, 465, 471
Oblong
p. 273
North Hebron
p. v. 684
Oblong
Oriskany
p. v. 471
p. o. 273
North Hector
Odessa
p. o. 611
Oriskany Falls
p. v. 462
p. v. 610
North Hempstead
o.
550
400
Orleans
o.
co.
103, 513
p.
Ogdtn
p.
North Hempstead
t. 549
Orleans
t. 400
Ogden
p. v. 498
North Hill
h. 211
Orleans
v. 400
t. 359
Ogden Center
North Hoosick
Orleans Four Corners, .p. o. 360
isle 579
p. v. 556
Ogdeus
North Hudson
Orville
v. 447
p. v. 304
Ogdensburgh
p. y. 680
North Hudson.
t. 304
Ohio
Orwell
p. o. 347
p. o. 623
North Huron
Ohio
Orwell
t. 347
t. 623
p. v. 691
North Islip
v. 637
Ohio City
v. 347
Orwell Corners
v. 623
North Java
Osborne
lo. 665
cr. ('>16
p. v. 714 Ohioville
North Kortright
Oil
Osborne Hollow
cr. 168,173, 191
p. v. 262
p. o. 181
North Lansing
Oil Spring
p. o. 658
173, 186 Osborns Bridge
p. o. 318
North La«Tence
v.
578
Oscawaua
Okkanum
cr.
179
isle 699
p.
North Lincklaen
Olean
Osceola
cr. 191, 193
p. o. 227
p. o. 379
North Manlius
546
Olean
193
Osceola
t. 378
p.o.
p.y.
North Nassau
Ossian
Olean
t. 193
p. v. 5.57
p. o. 386
North Norwich
228
v.
Olcott
464
Ossian
v.
t.
386
p.
p.
North Norwich
t. 228
Old Attlebury
Ossian Center
v. 386
lo. 277
North Parma
o.
400
Old
v.
637
t.
704
p.
Ossining
Aquetjogue
North Pembroke
mt. 19, 267, 271 Oswago
cr. 173
p.o. 327 Old Beacon
North Pharsalia
Old Castle
cr. 173,186, 194
lo. 499
..p.o. 229
Oswaya
North Pitcher
Old Dam Fall
r. 21, 23, 376,
cr. 506
p. v. 229
Oswegatchie
North Pittstown
v. 568
Old Field Point
lo. 633
376, 572, 575, 577, 580
636 Old Mans Harbor
633 Oswegatchie
t. 580
Northport Bay
636 Old Morrisania
CO. 517
lo. 702
Northport Harbor
Oswego
Old Orchard Shoal
lo. 260
Northport
p. v. 636
Oswfgo...-.....r. 20, 22, 122, 474,
North Potsdam
Old Place
lo. 666
483, 517, 621, 523, 527, 628
p. o. 582
North Beading
t. 526
Old Schaghticoke
lo. 569
p. o. 612
Oswego
North Kidge
t. 623
p.o. 4.53 Olive
Oswego City
p. v. 665
North Ridgeway
o.
Falls
521
615
Olive
t.
v.
665
p.
Oswego
p.
North Rome
lo. 466
Olive Bridge
5il,524
Oswego Falls
p. o. 665
North Rush
v.
405
o.
277
Olive
v.
665
City
Oswego Village
p.
p.
North Russell
Olmsteadville
cr. 630, 533, 534, 6.35
Otego
p. o. 682
p. v. 302
North Salem
v.
v.
tc6
704
mt.
660
Otego
p.
Olympus
p.
North Salem
t. 703
Omar
i. 536
p. o. 360 Otego
North Sandy
cr. 355, 367
Otisco
v. 216
a. 474,486
Omar
North Sanfo'rd
Otisco
co. 101, 103, 110, 458
Oneida
p. o. 183
p. y. 486
North Scriba
t. 486
Otisco
cr. 388, 458, 469, 470
p.o. 628 Oneida
North Sheldon
Otisco Inlet
cr. 474, 599
Oneida
la. 20, 22, 388, 458,
p. o. 715
North Shore
OtisvlUe
p. v. 508
p. o. 565
470, 474, 481, 517
North Sparta
Otsdawa
cr. 636
Oneida
p. o. 3S6
p. v. 392
North Stephentown...p. c. 560 Oneida
Otsdawa
r. 474, 481, 617
p. v. 636
North Sterling
CO.
o.
205
101,
Oneida Castle
103, 530
p.
Otsego
p. v. 469
North Stockholm
la. 21, 22, 530
Oneida Lake
p. o. 682
Otsego
p. o. 392
Northumberland
691
t. 636
Oneida
22
Outlet
cr.
Otsego
p.o.
Northumberland
t. 691
Oneida Valley
p. o. 536
p.y. 392 Otsego Lake
North Urbana
628
Otselic
cr.
v.
Oneonta
v.
535
228, 229, 388
p.
p.
North Valley
Otselic
lo. 175
Oneonta
t. 536
p. V. 228
Northville
r.
v.
318
Otselic
Oneonta
Plains
v.
5.36
p.
178, 183, 223, 250,
Northville

y. 202,

North West Bay
North West Bay
Northwept Harbor
North Western
North White Creek
North Wilna
North Wilson
Norton Hill
Nortons Mills

Norway
Norway
Norwich
Norwich
Norwich

Onisketbau

p. y.

470

...p. y.

686
363

p. o.

457
p.y. 3.32
p.o. 496
p. v. 347
t. 347
lo. 551
p. y. 228
p. o.

228
340
3^5
t. 3^5
p.y. 385
p. y. 670
h. 568
p. o. 569
cr.

p. y.

Station

Nyack Hills
Nyack Turnpike

Oak
Oak
Oak

536
636
mt. 588

or. 53,3,
isle

Oakfield
Oakfield
Oakfield

Oak
Oak
Oak

One Pine

673

t.

Nowadaga
Nunda
Nunda

Nunda
Nyack

637

br. 674
ba. 634

Hill
Hill

327
p. o. 327
t. 327
h. 558
lo.

p. V. 245, 3.32

Ti'land Beach
Oakland
Oakland
Oak Orchard
cr.

636
p. v. 386
y. 645
20, 22, 320,

324, 326, 512, 516

Ontario
Ontario

251, 255

h. 510
lo.

co. 101, 103.
la.

V'4
491

20, 22, 122, 197,

204, 395, 517, 626, 688
Ontario
.p.y. 692
Ontario
t. 692
Ontario Center
v. 692
co. 101, 10.3,473
Onond.iga
cr. 483. 485,489
Onondaga
Onondaga ...la. 20, 22, 474, 487
Onondaga
p. o. 485
t. 485
Onondaga
Onondaga Castle
p. o. 485
Hill
485
v,
Onondaga
xr. 474
Onondaga Outlet
Reservation
478
Onondaga
Onondaga Salt Springs ... 473,
479
Onondaga Valley
p. v. 485
Onoville
p. o. 195
Oppenheira
p. v. 318
t. 318
Oppenheim
cr. 179, 183
Oquaga
mt. 184
Oquaga Hill
Oramel
p. y. 172
Oran
p. v. 4S6
co.
101, 10.3, 110,501
Orange

Orange
Orange

la. 5(i9

p. o. 611

Orange Lake Outlet
Orange Mills
Orangeport
Orangetown

611
cr. 509
lo. 671
p. v. 456
t. 670

Orangeville

p. o. 714

Orani;e

t.

Otselic

t.

cr.

Otsquaga
Otsquene

228

348,407,414
cr. 414

Otter
br. 252
Otter
cr. 201, 375, 501, 514
Otter
la. 201, 466
Otter Kil
504, 603
v. 507
Otterkill
Otterville
p.o. 507
Otto
p. o. 194
t. 193
Otto
v. 189
Otto Corners
p. o. 181
Ouaquaga

Ouleout
Ouleout

cr. 257, 261,
p. v.
cr.

Outlet

Overackers Corners
Overlook
Ovid
Ovid
Ovid Center
Ovid Landing

lo.

mt.
p.y.
t.

v.
lo.

Owasco.-.la. 20, 22, 197, 204,

Owasco
Owasco

p. V.
t.

Ow!i,sco Inlet...cr. 202, 206,

Owasco Lake
Owasco Outlet

Owego
Owego
Oweiro

Owego
Owego
Owens
Owl Kil

p.o.

cr. 199,
cr. 263,
h. 260,252,
cr. 649, 650, 651,

p.y.
t.

649,
p.

679,

264
263
5S7
720
668
616
616
016
616
206
204
204
657
202
203
665
255
652
652
651
543
680
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PAGE
592
mt. 309
cr. 521
p. V. 356
p. V. 229
t. 228
p. o. 505
p. 635
5+4
p. v. 550
t. 550
544

Owl Pond
Owls Head

Ox
Ox Bow
Oxford
Oxford
Oxford Depot
Oyster
Oyster
Oyster
Ovster
Oystei

Bay
Bay

Bay
Haibor

br. 223, 377
br. 223

Padgets
Patjes

Pages Corners
Paaes Corners
Paines
Paines Hollow

589
p. v. 349
cr. 202
344, 346
cr. 595
p. v. 625
la. 520
p.o. 416
t. 416
p. v. 416
lo. 416
p.T. 332
p. v. 526
t. 526
p. o. 570
lo.

p. o.

Paint
Painted Post
Paintt-r
l>alatine

Palatine
Palatine Brid;;e
Palatine Church.
Palensville

Palermo

Palernao
Palisades
Palmerto^ra...mt. 295, 584, 588,
589, 677, 681
p. v. 692
Palmyra
t. 692
Palmvra
mt. 665
Paltz Point

Pamelia

t.

PanieliaFourCorner3..p.

T.

Pamelia Village

v.

Panama

p. v.

Panther
Panther Hill
Panther Kil
Paradox

cr.

mt.
la.

Paris
Paris

p. o.

Parish
Parish

p. o.

t.

t.

Paris Hill
Parishville
Parishville
Parishville
Parishville Center
Parksville

v.
p. v.
t.

v.

lo.

p. v.

360
360
360
213
605
646
600
304
466
465
526
526
466
581
581
526
581
645

Parker

cr. .533

Parkers

p. 201

Parma
Parma
Parma Center
Parma Corners

p.o. 400

400
400
v. 400
lo. 262
cr. 570
p.o. 283
v. 603
."..... lo. 628
t.

p. v.

Partridge Island
Pascasck
Patcliin

Patfhin Hollow
Patchins Mills

Patchogue
Patchogue
Patroon
Pattawassa

bay

633, 6.34
p. v. 6.34
cr.

la. 5.57

Patterson
p. v.
Patterson
t.
Pattens Mills
p. v.
Paughcaughnaughsiuk..cr.
Paul
cr.
Pavilion
Pavilion
Pavilion Center

t.

p. v.
p. V.
t.

p. 543,
v.

Pearl
Pearl Creek

cr.
p. v.

v.
h.

Pea.sleville

Peat

327
327
273
273
703
611

713
713
238
505

cr. 261

Pecks
Pecksville
Peconic

lo
r.

271

23,631,637
h. 504

Peddlers

Peeks

Pekiu

542
541
685
506
588

p. v. .327

Pawling
Pawling
Peach
Peach Orchard

Peekskill
Peekskill
Peekskill
Peekskill
Peekski'l
Peekskill
Peekskill

155

cr.

Bay
cr.
p. v.

Hollow

br.

Ilolkiw

cr.

Hollow
Hollow

mts.

lo.

p. v.

261
699
696
699
698
541
540
541
453

Pelham
Pelham
Pelham Neck
Pelham Priory

705
704
704
v 705
lo. 704
p. 543
p.o. 627

p. o.

t.

Pelhamville
Peltons
Peltonville

Pembroke
Pembroke

p. o.

Penataquit
Pendleton
Pendleton
Pendleton Center

636
p. o. 455
t. 455
p.o. 455
p. v. 401
t. 401
v. 401

t.

327
327

p. v.

Penfleld
Penfield
Penfield Center
Pennelville

Penn Yan
Penny Bridge

p.T. 527
p. v. 720
lo. 549

Peoria
Peoria
Peoria

p. v.
v.

lo.

p. o.

Pepacton

164
713
162
260

Perry
Perrv
Perry
Perrv Center
Perry City

p.
-..p. v.

Perrysburgh

p. v.

Perrysbiirgh
Perrys Mills

t.

257
352
356
356
558
401
628
644
715
715
715
611
194
194

p.o.

2.37

p. v. 391,
lo.

394
194
482

p.v.

2.38

r. 21,

Pcpacton.

Perch
Perch
Perch River

la.
r.

351,
p. o.

Perigo Hill
Perinton

h.
t.

Perkinsville

Perryville
Persia

v.

t.

p. v.
p. v.

t.

Peru
Peru

Peru
Peru Landing

t. 238
lo. 238
p.v. 657

Peruville

Peterboro
p. v.
lo.
Petersburgh
Peter3burgh„.mt. 652, 555,
Peteiaburgh
p. v.
t.
Petersburgh
Petersburgh Four Corners

393
605

p. V.

558
666

v.
V.

703
190

Peters Kil
Petersville...

Peth
Petre

Pharaoh
Pbaraoh

mt.

I'harsalia

isle

541

la.

304
304
229
229
498

19, 295,
p. v.

Pharsalia

t.

p. V.

Phelps
Phelps

t.

Philadelphia
Philadelphia

p. v.
t.

cr. 168,

Philips

Philipsburgh

lo.

Philips Creek
Phillipsport

p. v.

Philipstown.

t.

p. o.

Philipsville

p.v.

Philmont

p. v.

Phoenicia

p.o.

Phoenix

p.v.

Pickleville

v.

Pierce

cr.

Piermont
Pierrepont
Pierrepont
Pierrepont

p.v.
p.o.
t.

Manor

Pitlard
PifVardinia

Pinckney
Pincknev

br.
cr. 290,

p.

p.v.
t.

lo.

497
360
360
170
510
175
646
542
170
244
667
527
339
195
570
581
581
357
387
387
680
309
644
715
715
715
644

p.v.
p.o. 356
p. o.
t.

379
379

h. 505, 507, 542, 569
isle 70.5

Pine
Pine
Pine
Pine
riiii'K

p.v.
p. o.
v.

Pike
Pike
Pike
Pike
Pike
Pike Five Corners
Pike Pond
Pillar Point

677
557
557

la.

31T

p. 541

Briilge

Pine Bush

p.o. 70S
lo.

392
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Pine Bush
p.v. 506
Pine Grove
p. o. 612
lo. 326
Pine Hill.
Pine Hill
p.v. 667
Pine Island
510, 542
646
Pine Kil
Pin Orchard....mt. 19, 329, 333
Pine Plains
p.v. 274
t. 273
Pine Plains
br. 541
Pine Pond
Pine Valley
p.o. 222
Ploeville
v. 201, 520
Pine Woods
.p.o. 391
mt. 677
Pinnacle
cr.
649, 652
Pipe
Piscawen
cr. 561
Piseco
lo. 337
h. 541
Pisgah
mt. 19. 259
Pisgah
Pitcairn
p. o. 581
Pitcairn
Pitcher
Pitcher
Pitcher Springs
Pitch Off.

t.

581

p.v. 229
t. 229
p.o. 229

mt. 302
p. o. 536
t. 536

Pittsfield
Pittsfield

Pittsford
Pittsford

p. V.

Pittstown
Pittstown
Pittstown Corners
Pittstown Station

p. o.

t.

t.

v.
v.

Placid

la.

Plainfield
Plainfield Center
Plainsville
Plainville

p.v.

Plank Koad

p.o.

t.

v.
.T.

Plasterville

lo.

Platners
Plato
Platte Kil

cr.

401
401
558
558
558
558
303
537
537
497
484
481
228
261
189

p.o.
263, 331, 416,

660
665
t. 665
600, 605
.p.v. 239

Plattekill
Plattekill
Platter Kil

p. v.

Plattsburgh
Plattsburgh

t.

2.39

Pleasant
br. 22.3, 230
Pleasant
cr. 351, 359
la. 22. 338, 352, 579
Pleasant
Plsasant
p. 643,647
Pleasant Brook
p. o. 537
Pleasant Plains
p.o. 270
Pleasant Hidge
p.o. 277
PIeasantValley..lo. 216,471, 540
Pleasant Valley
p. v. 274
Pleasant Valley
t. 274
Pleasantville
p. v. 702
355
Plessis
V.
p.
Plumb
br. 696
br. 706
Plum
Plum
cr. 170
Plum Beach
lo. 650
639
Plum Gut
Plum
isle a39
h. 277
Plymouth
Plymouth
.p. v. 229
t. 229
Plymouth
r. 696, 702
Pocantico
cr. 510
Pochuck
br. 681
Poduuk
Poesten Kil
554, 558, 5ti0
Poestenkill
p. v. 558
t. 558
Poestenkill
lo. 237
Point-an-Fer
236
Point-au- Roche
lo. 360
Point Orleans
Point Peninsula
p.o. 3.59
br. 462
Point Rock
mt. 300
Poke-a-MoonshJne
Poland
p. V. 348
t. 214
Poland
Poland Center
p.o. 214
h. 673
Pole Hill
Polkville
p.v. 484, 611
t. 214
Pomfret
19
h.
Pompey
p. o. 486
Pompey._
t.
486
Pompey
p.o. 486
Pomiiey Center
p.v. 486
Pompey Hill
mt. 510
Ponchuck

Pond
Pond Eddy
Poney Hollow

.h.

510, 641
p.o. 646
658

.p. o.

FAOB
554
290
391
p.o. 579
v. 206

Pon-o-kose
Pontiac

.h.

.p. v.

Poolville
Popes Mills

p. V.

Poplar Ridge
Poplopens
Port Bay.
Portage
Portage Falls
Portage Station
Portageville

p. 507

688, 691, 695
t.

lo.

p. v.
v.

,

Port Benjamin
Port Byron
Port Chester
Port Douglas
Port Crane
Port Deposit
Porter
Porters Corners
Port Ewen
Port Glasgow
Port Henry
Port .Taekson
Port Jackson
Port .Taekson
Port Jefferson
Port Jefferson
Port Jervis
Port Kendall
Port Kent
Portland
Portland

p. v.
p. v.
lo.
t.

lo.
t.

p.v.
p.v.
p.o.
p.v.
lo.

p.v.
v.

bay
p.v.
p. v.
lo.

p. v.
p. o.
t.

Portlandville

Port
Port
Port
Port
Port

i\ o.

Leyden

p.

r.

>

Morris

Nixon

v.

Ontario

p.v.
p.v.

Richmond

Portville
Portville

p. V.

Port Washington

p. o.

.t.

PortWoodhull

lo.

cr. 219, 220,
Post
Post Creek
p.o.
cr.
Posts
v.
Posts Corners
cr. 331,
Potick
Ji.
Potick
h.
Potick Hills
Potsdam
p.v.
Potter
p.o.
t.
Potter
v.
Potter Center
Potter Hill
p. o.
h.
Potters
Potters Hollow
p. o.

Pottersville

Potsdam Junction.
Potuck

386
710
386
713
668
203
705
3o0
183
615
455
589
662
691
303
238
413
666
633
633
506
300
300
215
215
535
377
702
668
527
566
194
194
550
466
624
221
332
686
332
S31
329
.581

720
720
720
558
555
165
p.v. 674
lo. 682
cr. 501
t. 274
274

Poufhkeepsie
Poughkeepsie City
Poughkeepsie Rural Ceme-

275
270
683
p.v. 705
t. 705
544,546
la. 317
h. 537
lo.

tery

Poughquag
Poultney
Pouiidridge

Poundridge
Powells Cove
Prairie

Pray
Prattsburgh
Prattsburgh
Pratts Falls
Pratts Hollow
Prattsville
Prattsville
Preble

Preble Corners
Prendergast
Preston
Preston
Preston
Preston Corners
Preston Hollow
Princes Bay

p. v.

r.

t.

627
627

p. v.

486
391

p

v.

p.v. 334
t.

t.

334
254

p.v. 254
cr.

p.

208
303

p. o. 2:j0

229
230
165
516, 563, 567
t.

v.
p. v.

507
597
607
Prospect... h. 246, 276, 369,414,
541, 673
lo. 327, 348
Prospect
mt. 264, 705
Prospect
p. V. 468
Prospect
lo. 705
Prospect Hill
v. 704
Prospect Hill
Point
lo. .549
Pro.si)ect
lo. 4C8
Prospect SUition

Princotown
Princetown
Prickly

Ash

p. o.

t.

h.
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Proviileiice

Providence
Psaiiticuke

t.

Swamp

Pug^lryg Depot
PuU-lii

p. o.
p. V.

Pullk'uey

p. o

Pulte.ey

t.

Pultencyville

Pulvera Coiners
Pulvers Station

VuinpkiD Hill

p. v
p. o.
lo.

lo.

Hook

or.

tuiiHUic Hook

lo.

Puin|iiua

Puudi Kil

655,

Punsit

cr.

Purchase

lo.

Purdy
Purdy Creek
Purdys Station
Purvis

Putnam
Putimm

p. o.
p. o.

co. 101,
cr. 296,

mt.

Vutiiuni

Putnam
Putnam
Putnam Corners
PutiianiB

Putnam

cr.

p. o.

Valley

p. o.
t.

T.
cr.
t.

591
557
665
527
C27
627
694
274
245
325
686
686
600
241

Quogue

Ragged

Rahway
Rail Bridge

Rainer

Ramapo
r.
Ramapo
Ramapo
Ramapo
Ramapo Works
Rams Head
Randalls

Randolph
Randolph
Randolph Center
Ransoms
RansoraviUe
Rapids

Rathbone
Rathboneville
Rattle
Rattlesnake
Rattlesnake

Raven Hill
Raven Hill
Raveuswood
Raveson
Rawsciu Hollow

Raymertown
Raymondville
RayviUe
Reading
Reading
Reading Center
Reails Corners

Red
Red Creek
Red Falls
Redfield
Redfield
Redt'ord

Redbook
Bedbook

p. v.
v.
la.

r.

cr.

b.

mts.
501, 568,
t.

v.

p. o.
isle 418,

p. v.
t.

p. o.
cr. 282,
p. v.

p. o.
t.

p. v.

b.
h.
isle

b.

mt.
p. v.
p. o.
p. o.
p. v.
p. o.

v.

p. o.
t.

p. v.
lo.

cr.

p. v.
p. v.
p. o.
t.

p. v.
p. v.
t.

Reeds Corners
Reeds Corners

lo.

p. v.

Reeseville
Reidsville

v.

p. v.
p. v.

Remsen
Remsen

t.

co. 101, 103,
Rensselaer
Rensselaer Falls
p. v.

lo.

la. 22, 337
r. 21, 23, 307,
309, 338, 572, 676, 580, 581

Racketville

p. v.

la.

Backet
Racket

Racket River

lo.

Reservoir Square

p. o.
br.

680
582
309
566
595
504
56S
571
571
571
571
236
419
195
194
184
288
456
454
627
627
541
454
279
296
301
549
192
655
558
580
244
612
612
612
399
206
695
334
526
526
340
276
276

p. v.
t.

Rensselaerwyck Manor
Reserve
p.

Rexford Flats
Reynales Basin
Reynolds Corners
Reynoldsville

Rhinebeck
Rhinebeck
Rhinebeck Kil
Rhinebeck Station

Rhoda

541

b. 604

Reservoir.

655
542
cr. 506, 510
lo. 273
591
p. v. 591
p. T. 596
v. 392
p. v. 667
cr. 509
lo. 243
co. 103, 544
p. o. 548
lo. 245
p. v. 675
t. 675
v. 215
p. o. 638

Queechy
Queens
Queens
Queensbury
Queensbury
Queensbury
Quincy

p. v.

647
540
300
6S1
685
685
685
301
642

554, 555

Quality Hill
Quarryville
Quassaic

410
188
263, 264
p. o. 284

cr. 186,

Renseelaervillo
Rensselaerville

Quackeukill

Quaker
Quaker
Quaker Hill
Quaker Springs
Quaker Springs
Quaker Street .—

Red Hook
Red House
Red Kil
Red Jacket
Red Mills
Ued Ridge
Red Hock
Redwood

703
625
625
704

Quacken Kil

PAGE

PACE

PACE
p. o. 292
p. o. 591

Protection

•

Rhoderic
Rice

o.

243
355
386
496
697
162
466
466
502
675
165
165
156
293
191
423

Richfield
Richfield
Richfield Springs
Richfield Springs

Richford
Richford
Richland
Richland Station

Richmond
Richmond
Richmond
Richmond MUls
Richmond Valley
Richmondville
Richmondville
Rich's Corners
Richville

RichviUe
Ridge
Riders Mills
Ridge

Ridgebnry
Ridge Mills

Rid^eway
Ridgeway
Rieds

Rjsingville

Roaring
Roberts Corners
Robertsonville

Robins
Robinsons
Robins Reef.
Rochdale
Rochester
Rochester City

p. v.
p. V.

Rockwood
Rocky
Rocky Hill
Rocky Point

647
317

610
546
lo. 633
p. t. 301
t. 361

h. 507,
lo.

Rodman
Rodman

Roeliff Jansens Kil... 241, 233,
244, 245, 247, 248, 267, 272
cr.

Rogers

v.

Rogersville
Roll Way Bluff

6S3
625

h. 346

Armand
Armands Bay

St.

Helena

p.v. 712

St.

James

St.

Jamcsville

p. o. 6.37
v. 637

Lawrence

St.

Marys
Marys

p. v. 663

Salisbtiry

p. o. 5.37
t.

537

26
p. v. 537
p. v. 662
t.

6.52

t.

527
627

lo.

563
566
t. 498
p. o. 498
p. o. 567
p. v. 606
t. 606
lo. 514
lo. 327
p. v. 576
p. 303
v. 244
p. V. 3S6
p. v. 611
v. 466
p. v. 515
t. 515
co.
p. v.

401
t. 401
v. 401
isle 548
p. o. 627
h. 473
p. o. 215
t. 215
p. o. 627
6.38

637
3S5
385
708
p. v. 328
br. 375, 560
p. o. 358
p. o. 645
isle 6.31

p. 241,
lo.

Ronkonkoma

la.

Root
Root
Rose
Rose
Rose
Rose

p.o.
t.

br.
h.
p. o.
t.

Roseboom
Hoseboom

p. y.
t.

Rose Hill
Rosendale
Rosendale
Hose Valley
Roslyn

p.o.
p. v.
t.

v.
p. v.
p. v.

Rossie
Rossie
RossTille

t.

™

Rotterdam
Rotterdam

p. V.
lo.
t.

mts. 501,
Rough
Rough and Ready
p. v.
h. 504, 505,
Round
la.
Round
Round
mt. 541,

631
416
416
261
707
693
693
537
537
616
666
666
693
650
582
582
567
597
697
610
625
541
338
569

t.

r. 20,

22, 23,
572, 579
la.

St. Ronaus Well
Salem
Salem
Salem
Salem Center

549
685
685
v. 215
p. o. 704
p. o. 500
t. 487
p. o. 348
t. 348
p.v. 348
v. 348
p.v. 604
isle

t.

Salisbury

Salisbury Center
Salisbury Corners
Salisbury Mills

Salmon

cr. 22, 395, 405, 526,

654, 658, 688, 694

Salmon...r. 21, 22, 23, 122,232,
307, 311, S12, 375, 517, 620,
627.

Salmon River
Salmon River
Salmon River

p.o. 520
v.

Falls

Salpeu

p.

Salt Point...
Salt Point
Salt Springville

cr.

p.v.
p.o.

Sammonsville
Sam-po-wans

p. v.

Sampson

p.
p. v.

br.

Samsonville

Sand
Sand
Sandanona
Sand Bank
Sandburgh

la. 558,
p. 646,
Jnt. 19, 296,

p.v.
cr. 660,

Hound Top

Sanfoid
Sanford
t. 183,
Sanfords Comers

p.
p. v.
p. v.

Sand Lake
Sand Lake
Sand Pond
Sands
Sands Point
Sandstone
Sandusky
cr. 122,
Sandy

p.v.

p.v. 237
p. v. 264

Roxbury
Roxbury

264
456
456
p. 273
cr. 334
t.

p. v.

Royalton
Royalton

t.

Rudds

Run
Rural Hill

p.o.

Rush
Rush
Rush

291
p.o. 405
t.

Rushford
Hushford
Rushville
Russell
Russell
Russia
Russia
Russia

3.58

cr. 175,

p. v.
t.
.'

Rutland
Rutland
Rutland Center
Rutledge

Rye
Rye
Rye
Ryebeach
Sabbath Day Point
Sackets
Sackets Harbor

p. v.
p. o.
t.

p. V.

404
175
175
720
582
582
348

lo.

347
240
361
361
361
189
703
705
705
705

lo.

674

t.

v.
p. o.
t.

v.
v.
p. 701,
p. V.
t.

p. 647
p.v. 358

Sacandaga...r. 21, 23. 314, 338,
584, 588, 589

Sacandaga Vlaie
Saddle

Sagamore
sage.

lo. 316
mt. 677
la.
.cr.

541
522

707

p. v.

Sander KU
Sandford

Rouses Point

416
572

p.o 356

Round......p. 225. 273, 303, 309,
399, 507, 645, 646
Round Top
h. 331

mt. 19, 329, 333

423
416

p. 701
la. 311
St. Regis
St. Regi8....r. 23, 307, 309, 310,
572, 675, 578, 581
St. Regis
V. 309
St.

Rondout

277
p. 241, 245
mt. 254

lo.

p. v.

Saint Lawrence
St.

304
2.30

St. Lawrence..co. 101, 103,

Salina
Salina

276
276

t.

St. Johns Park
St. Johnsville
St. Johnsville

Center.
Rondout...cr. 23, 660, 602, 664,
666, 668

t.

p. v.

466
466
616
p.v. 618
t. 616
p. o. 616
t.

338
63S

p.v. 638
p. o. 508

St.
St.

p. v.

245
419
274
t. 666
402
Rockaway
p. o. 547
Rockaway Beach.. ..lo. 544, 547
Rock City
lo. 173
Rock City
p. v. 273
Rock City Mills
p. v. 590
Rockdale
p. v. 227
Rock House
b. 569
Rockland
co. 101, 568
Rockland
la. 569
Rockland
p. o. 647
Rockland
t. 647
I

Rockville
Rockville
Rockville
Rockville Center

lo.

Sagg
Sag Harbor
St. Andrews

p. v.

Riverhead
p. v. 637,
Riverbead
t.
River Road
lo.
River Road Forks
o.
p.
Riverdale
v.

Roanoke

Hocky I'oint
Rock Stream
Rock Stream
Rock Stream

PAOg
p. v.

Sagoville

Romulns
Romulus
Romulus
Romulus

br. 261

Rikeis
Hikers Hollow.
Ripley
Hipley
Ripley

569
19
lo. 633
cr. 721
p. v. 721
r. 721
lo. 610
171
o.
p.
v. 607

Rome
Rome

p. o.

Riga
Riga
Riga Center

v. -570

p. v.

690
.p. v. 611
p. v. 277
lo.

526
V. 191
22
la.
p. v. 176

Rich
Richburgh

Rockland
Rockland Lake
Rockland Mount

p. V. 5.>7
p. v. 456

cr.

Rice

735

la.

Sandfordville

v,

t.

br.
cr.
lo.

cr.

p. v.
351, 359, 361,
305, 512, 514

p.o. 527
t. 527

Sandy Creek
Sandy Creek
Sandy Hill
Sandy Hill
Sandy Hook

cr.

r.

638

p.v. 685

Sangerfleld
Sangerfield
Sangerfleld Center.-

Saranac
Saranac
Saranac
Saranac

549,

239
523
643
270
274
532
317
636
236
665
588
047
3u3
520
068
666
22
5S2
303
183
359
558
558
261
261
550
527
190

419
467
467
v. 467
la. 309
P- 239
p. v. 240
p. o.

t.

21, 232, 236, 239,

240, 303, 304, 307, 311
Si9
Saranac Falls
Saranac Lake
p.o. 303,311
co. IQl. 584
Saratoga
la. 684, 590, 591
Saratoga
t. 591
Saratoga
Saratoga Springs
p. v. 592
Sardinia
p. v. 292
t. 292
_
Sardinia
lo. 702
Sarlesville
v.
666
p.
Saugerties
t. 606
Saugerties
471
466.
465,
458,
Sauquoit...cr.
Savannah
p. v. 693
t. 693
Savannah
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Savannah
Sara
Savona

v.

p. o.
p. v.

Saw Kil
Saw Mill
Sawmill

Saw

267, 276,
br.

Run

cr.

Mill Station

lo.

Sawyers

cr. 455,
p. v.

Sayville

cr.

Scajaquady
Scarsdale
Scarsdale
Scarsdale Station

p. o.

Schaghticoke

p. o.

t.

lo.

t.

Scliaghticoke
Schagliticoke Hill

v.

698
509
622
663
706
188
283
456
636
284
705
705
705
559
558
559
559
598
595

v.
Schaghticoke Point
Schenectady City
co. 409,
Schenectady
....cr. 530,
Schenevas

533, 534, 538

534
559
559
559
p. v. 559
co. 101, 104, 600
cr. 329,333,334,

Schenevus
•
Schodack
Schodack Center
Schodack Depot
Schodack Landing
Schoharie
Schoharie

p. v.

t.

p. o.
p. v.

407, 595, 596, 600, 603,
605, 606
mt. 595
_

Schoharie
Schoharie
Schoharie
Schroeppel
Schroon

606
606
t, 527
304, 674
mt. 295,

p. v.

„

t.

la.

Schroon

301, 302, 304,

305, 336

Schroon

r.

296,

304, 673, 674, 676

Schroon
Schroon Lake
Schroon IJiver

304
p. v. 304
p. o. 304
Schultz\ille
p. o. 270
Schunemunk
mts. 501, 507
co. 609
Schuyler
isle 300
Schuyler
la.
Schuyler
22, 630
t. 348
Schuyler
Falls
Schuyler
p. v. 340
t. 340
Schuyler Falls
Schuylers Lake
p. v. 533
Schuylerville
p. v. 591
v. 706
Schuylerville
Scio
.p. T. 175
Scio
t. 175
Sciota
p. V. 237
204
o.
Scipio
p.
t. 204
Scipio
v. 204
Scipio Center
Scipioville
p. v. 204
'
Sconondoa
p. v. 470
Scotch Bush
p. o. 413
Scotch Town
p. v. 510
Scotia
p. V. 597
Scott
p. o. 254
Scott
t. 264
Scott Center
v. 254
Scott Corners
lo. 254
Scotts
cr. 526
Scottsburgh
p. v. 386
Scotts Corners
lo. 616
Scotts Corners
v. 191
Scottsville
p. V. 405
Scriha
cr. 521
Scriba
p. o. 528
t. 528
Scriha
v. 528
Scriba Comers
cr. 165
Scrub
la. 190
Scum
isle 334
Scutters
lo. 638
Scuttle Hole
cr. 595
Sea Land
lo. 701
Seamans Point..-.
Se.irsburgh
p. o. 611
Searsville
p. v. 506
lo. 634
Seatuck
Second
!....cr. 688
Seelv
cr. 219, 222
p. o. 222
Seely Creek
1). 567
Seguiues Point
Seldeu
p. o. 634
Selkirk
v. 627
Selkirks Cave
lo. 604
Sempronius
p. o. 204
t. 204
Sempronius
Seneca
co. 613
t.

Seneca

la. 20, 22,

498,

609, 613, 616, 717, 720, 721
r. 21, 22,
Seneca
197, 201, 474, 481, 482,

483, 490, 613, 617, 618

Seneca
Seneca Castle
Seneca Falls
Seneca Falls
Seneca Hill
Seneca River
Sennett
Sennett
Sepasco
Setauket
Setauket Bay
Seventh Pond

t.

498
498

p. o.
p. v. 617
t.

p. v.
p. o.
p. v.

617
528
201

204
204
la. 276
p. v. 633
633
p. 674
mt. 19, 296, 307
t.

Seward
Seward
Seward
Seward Valley

p. o.
t.

v.

Seymour

p. o.

Shaker Settlement

lo.

Shandaken
Shandaken
Shannons Comers
Sharon
Sharon
Sharon Center
Sharon Hill

t.

p. o.
t.

p. v.
v.

Sharon Springs
Sharon Springs
Sharon Station
Shavertown

Shaw
Shaw
Shawangunk
Shawangunk

p. v.
p. o.
p. o.

br. 259,
p. 277,
cr.

t.

Kil

Shawlcr
Shawler

Shawnee

p. v.
p. o.
365,
p. o.

Sheds Comers
Sheeps Head Bay
Shelby
t.
Shelby
Shelby Basin
p. o.
v.
Shelby Center
Sheldon
p. o.
Sheldon
t.
Sheldrake
cr. 616, 701,
Sheldrake
p. o.
Sheldrake Point
v.
Shelter
Shelter Island
Shelter Island.

Shenandoah

isle

p. o.
t.

Corners...p. o.

Shepard
Shepherd
Sherburne
Sherburne
Sheridan
Sheridan
Sheridan Center

Sherman
Sherman
Sherman
Shermans Hollow
Shermans Mills
Sherwood
Shirley

Shin Creek
Shingle
Shingle
Shingle Creek
Sbinneoock
Shinnecock
Shinnecock Bay

Shohan
Shongo

.....p.

h.
p. v.
t.

p. v.
t.

p. v.
cr.

p. v.
t.

p. o.
p. o.

p. v.
p. v.
p. o.

br.
cr.

p. o.

h.
v.

p. v.
p. o.

Shookville
Shooters
Short Tract
Shortsville

p. o.
p. v.

Shoemakers Corners
Shrub Oak

p. o.

Shues
Shulta
Shultzville

lo.

isle

lo.

la.

mt.
p. o.

Shumla
Shushan

p. v.

Shutters Corners

p. o.

lo.

p. v.
p. v.
p. o.
la.

cr. 208,
270, 677,

p. v.
h.

Simewog
Sinclearville

v.
cr. 219,
p. v.

Sing Sing
Sing Sing
Six Mile

cr.

667

223
457
390
372
516
516
516
516
715
715
705
616
616
631
637
637
271
571
292
230
230
215
215
215
693
215
215
720
558
204
292
647
506
331
582
638
638
631
161
176
273
563
174
497
171
708
668
270
270
215
6S5
608

616

cr. 168, 172
cr. 462,469

Skanandoa

Skaneateles
Skaneateles
Skaneateles Outlet

667
721
607
607
607
607
26
607
270
259
555
647
646

400
264
264
264
264
393
213
710
213
540
211
220
704

cr. 451,
521, 654

Sixteen Falls
Six Town

173
166

641, C63
br. 225
or.

Silver
Silver
Silver Creek.

t.

Skaneateles
Skaneateles

mts. 19,
501, 506, 507, 646, 660
Shawangunk
p. v. 667
r. 501,
Shawangunk
506, 507, 667

Shawangunk
Shawangunk

p. v.

Sidney
Sidney
Sidney Center
Sidney Plains
Siloam

607
607
607

p. v. 667
lo.

PAGE
lo.

SiMej-ville

cr.
la. 20,

254

22,197,

204, 250, 474, 487
p. v.
t.

487
487

cr. 474,

482, 699

Skinners

p. o.
p. v.
348,

359
582
172
288
611
380
684
655
504
507
569
702
662
658
605
571
236
681
541
393
213
533
685
653
716

v.

607

cr. 3.57,

Skinnerville
Slader
Slate Bottom
Slate Hill
Slate Hills
Slateville

lo.

cr.
cr.

p. v.
h.

*

p. o.
p. v.

Slatei-ville

cr.

Slatterleys

Slaughters
Slaughters Landing
Sleepy Hollow
Sleightsburg
Sliters Corners

p.
lo.

lo.

v.
v.

Sloansville

p. v.
p. v.

Sloatsburgh
Slush

p.
p.
h.

Sly

Smally
Smithfleld
Smith Mills

Smiths
Smiths Basin
Smithsboro
Smiths Corners
Smiths Corners
Smiths Landing
Smiths Mills
Smiths Valley
Smithton

t.

p. v.
p.

lo.

378
522
lo. 392
lo. 603
lo. 589
Smithtown
Smithtown
p. v. 637
Smitlitown
t. 637
Smithtown Branch
p. o. 637
lo. 324
Smithville
Smithville
p. v. 365, 358
t. 230
Smithville
Smithville Flats
p. v. 230
Smokes
cr. 293
Smoky Hollow
p. v. 244
Snook KU
500

Smyrna
Smyrna
Snake
Snake

lo.

v.

p. v. 2-30
t.

cr. 182,

230
526

h. 505,509,557, 558,

Snyder
Sociality

Sodus
Sodus
Sodus Center
Sodus Point
Solitude
Solon

Solon
Solon

Somers
Somers
Somerset
Somerset

570
p. 241, 245
lo. 189
p. V. 122, 694
t. 693
p. v. 694
p. v. 694
lo. 263
p. 254
p. V. 264
t.

2.54

p. v.

422
705
456
456
6^2
622
392
702
325

t.

p. v.
t.

Somerville

p. v.

Sonora

p. v.

Solsville

p. V.

lo.
South Melrose
lo.
Sour Spring
h. 482, 520, 534,
South
South Addison
p. v.
South Alabama
p. o.
South Albion
p. o.
South Amenia.
p. v.

Southampton
Southampton

701
621
324

5-0
270

p. v. 6,S8
t.

CSS

PAOB
South
South
South
South
South
South

679
382

Argjle

p. o.

Avon

p. o.

Ballston

p.o. 687
p.o. 308
p.o. 514

Bangor
Barre

Bay

South Bay
South Bend Jlills
South Berlin
South Bern
South Bethlehem
South Bird
South Bolivar
South Bombay
South Bradford
South Branch
South Bristol
South Bristol
South Brookfield
South Brooklyn
South Brother
South Butler
South Byron
South Cairo
South Candor
South Canton
Southeast Center
South Chili
South Colson
South Columbia
South Corinth
South Cortland
South Danby
South Dansville
South Dickinson
South Dover
South Durham
South Edmeston
South Edwards

392,481,033,
680
v. 681
lo. 244
p. v. 554

162
163
222
p. o. 172
lo. 3o9
p. v. C22
cr. 104
p.o. 499
t. 499
p.o. 390
367
isle 643
p. v. 690
p. v. 325
p.o. 331
lo.

cr.

mts.

b('7

v.
lo.

p.o.
p. o.
p. v.
p. v.

p.o.
j). o.

p.o.
p. v.
p. o.

p. v.
p. v.

Southeast
South Easton
South Erin
Southfield
Southfield
Southfield

p.o.
508,

661
575
543
398
676
342
6S8
252
656
625
310
271
332
533
576
543
681
222
566

v.
lo.

t.

p. v.
lo.

t. 666
South Calwav
p. o. 589
v.
590
South Glens Falls
p.
South Granby
p.o. 521
South Granville
v.
082
p.
South Gilboa
p. v. 605
399
South Greece
v.
p.
South Hamilton
p. o. 392
v. 577
South Hammond
South Hannibal
p.o. 622
v. 252
South Harford
South Harrisburg
p. o. 377
South Hartford
p.o. 684
South Hartwick.
p. v. 5.33
South Haven
p. v. 634
South Hill
p.o. 626
South Howard
p.o. 626
v. 691
South Huron
South Kortright
p.o. 262
South Lansing
p.o. 668
South Lima
p. v. 3*-4
South Livonia
p. v. .384
South Middle Branch...cr. 186,

South New Berhn
Southold
Southold
South Onondaga
South Otselic
South Oxford
South Oyster Bay

South Pekin
South Pitcher
South Plattsburgh
South Plymouth
Southport
Southport
South Richland
South Rondout
South Royalton
South Rutland
South SaUm
South Sandy
South Sand Lake
South Schodack
Soutliside

South
South
South
South
South

Sodus

189
22S
639
t. 639
v.
485
p.
p. v. 228
p.o. 229

p. v.
p. V.

544, 547,,

550
453
229
239
229
p. V. 222
t. 222
p.o. 527
v. 662
p.o. 456
p.o.
p.o.
p.o.
p.o.

361
7(1
357
p. o. 5' 8
p.o. 659
p. o. 567

p. o.
p. v.
cr.

p. v. r,94

Stejihentown....p. o. 560
St>icl<ton
p.o. 216
Thurston
p. o. 6J7

Trenton

p. v. ¥'<!
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Sonth Troup8burgh...p.
Suuth Valley
p.
South Valley
Southville

v.

StephensTille

Stepbentown

p. T.

Steplientown

t.

South Wales
South 'Warsaw
p. o.
South Waterloo
v. 615,
South Westorlo
p. o.
Southwest Oswego
p. o.
Sonth Williamsburgh...lo.
South Willsljoro
p. o.
South Wilson
p. o.
South Worcester.
p. v.
South Tonkers
p. o.
p. v.
t.

p.o.

Spar KU
Sparta
Sparta
Sparta

lo.

p. o.
t.

Sparrow Bush

p. o.
v.

Speigletown
Spencer
Spencer
Spencer

p. v.
t.
t.

Spencerport

p. v.
p. v.

Spencerville

lo.

Spencers Orners
Spencers Settlement

lo.

Speedsville

lo.

p. v.
p. v.

Spencertown
Speonk
Split Rock
Split
Split

Rock
Rock

cr.
lo.

Spooners Corners
p.o.
lo.
Spragues Corners
r.
Sprain
Sprakers Basin
p.o.
br. 260,
Spring
cr.
Spring
Springs
p. o.
p. v.
Spring Brook
Springfield
Springfield
Springfield
Springfield
Springfield Center

cr. 367,
lo.

p. o.
t.

p. v.

lo.
Spring Hill
Spring Mills
p. v.
t.
Springport
lo.
Springtown
Spring Valley, p. V. 671, lo.

lo.

Spriugville
Springrille

Spiiugwater.
Spring water
Sprout
Sprout Brook
Sprout Creek
Spruce

p. v.
p. v.
t.

cr. 267, 271,

p.o.
p.o.
cr.
lo.

Sprucevills

cr. 418,
p. v.

Spuyten Duyvil
Spuyten Duyvil

Squaw
Stillson

isle

Hollow

v.
p. o.

Staatsburgh
Staceys Basin

lo.

Stafford
Stafford

p. v.
t.

Stamford
Stamford
Stamford Mill

p. v. 262,
t.

r.

Stanford

696,
t.

Stanfordville

p. v.

Stanleys Corners

p. o.
p. v.
p. v.

Stanwix
Stapleton
Stark
Starkey

„

t.

p. v.

Starkf^y

t.

Starkey Corners
Starkville
Stitrrs Hill
State Bridge
State Bridge
State Dam
State Line
Stoten Island
Staten Island
State Road

lo.

_

p. v.
lo.
lo.

Stsamburgh
Stedman

563,564
663
p.o. 222
611
p. o. 213
cr. 261
689
cr. 623
lo.

Steels

Bteena Kil
Stephens

p. v.
h.
lo.

Sound

_

p. o. 625

Stephens Mills

195
582
293
716
618
167
526
549
652
457
538
708
487
487
487
568
704
386
386
506
557
652
649
652
655
400
166
273
471
243
638
295
186
485
537
356
707
416
527
325
635
290
368
648
538
537
537
546
174
205
665
704
546
289
386
3S6
272
412
272
348
263
707
708
279
184
272
470
328
327
265
264
705
277
277
498
466
566
348
721
721
721
348
467
255
470
590
215

t.

p. o.
p. v.

Spafford
Spafford
Spafford Hollow.„

628

v. 537

lo.

Stcphentown Flats

v.

cr.
Sterling
mta. 501,
Sterling
p.
Sterling
Sterling
p. o.
t.
Sterling
lo.
Sterlint;burgh._.
Sterlingbush.
p. v.
v.
Sterling Center..

T.

Sterling Valley....

p. v.

Sterlingville

Sterling

Works

lo.

Steuben
Steuben
Steuben
Steuben
Steuben Corners..
Stevens
Stevensburgh

co. 101,
cr.
p. o.
t.

v.

br.
v.

Stevensville
Stillwater
Stillwater
Stillwater

p.o.
cr.

p. v.
t.

Stink

la.

mt.

Stissing
Stissing

«

p.
lo.

Stissingville
Stetsonville
Stittsville

Stockbridge
Stockbridge

lo.

p. V. 465,
p. o.
t.

Stockholm
Stockholm
Stockholm Depot

p. o.
t.

p.o.

Stockport
p. V.
t.
Stockport
Stockport Springs
Stockport Station
p.o.
Stockton
p. o.
Stockton
t.
Stocktons
cr. 622,
Stock well Settlement
v.
Stokes
_
p. o.
br. .569, 600,
Stony

Stony

163
560
559
6C0
340
510
510
205
205
356
376
205
205
360
510
619
467
467
467
467
495
644
645
214
593
592
317
273
273
277
535
468
393
393
582
582
582
248
248
26
262
216
216
627
467
465
6;37

cr. 314, 351, 355, 358,

376, 587, 683

Stone Arabia
p. v.
Stone Bridge
cr.
Stone Bridge
lo.
Stone Church...
lo.
Stone Church
p.o.
Stone Mills
p.o.
Stone Ridge
h.
Stone Ridge...
mt.
Stone Ridge..
p. v.
Stony Brook
p.T.
Stony Brook Harbor
Stony Creek
p.
t.
Stony Creek
Stonv Hills
h.
lo. 237,
Stony Point

416
674
604
271
325
360
416
664
664
6.33

637
309
675
705
569
p. v. 271
V. 248
p.o. 358
lo. 378
p. o. 653

Stormville
Stottsville

Stowells Corners

Stows Square
Straights Corners
Strattons Falls

p.o. 264

279
419
Strykersville..
p. v. 715
v. 604
Strykersville
Stuyvesant
p. o. 248
t. 248
Stuyvesant
Stuyvesant Falls
p. v. 248
v. 248
Stuyvesant Landing.
lo. 423
Stuyvesant Square
Success
p. 544
Success
p. o. 639
Sutlerns
p. v. 571
Suffolk
CO. 631
isle

Strawberry
Strykers Bay

lo.

Suffolk Station

Sugar
Sugar
Sugar Ilill
Sugar Loaf.
Sugar J>oaf.
Sugar Town
Sugar Town
Sullivan
Sullivan
Sullivan
Sullivanvillo
Summer Hill

p.o. 637
cr. 168.
r.

375,
p.o.

mt.

505,
p. v.
cr.

p. o.
co.
p. o.
t.

p. v.
la.

386
377
611
542
505
191
191
641

394
.393

222
205
47

737
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Summer
Summer

.p.T. 205

Hill
Ilill

t.

Summit
Summit
Summit

la. 537, 600,
p. v.
t.

Summitville

607
607

646
419
lo. 542
la. 643
p.o. 455
v.

Sunken Meadow
Sunk Lot

isle

»
Superior
Suspension Bridge

Susquehanna
2-23,

205
679

21,23, 178,
225, 257, 630, 638, 649,
r.

651, 652.

Sutherlands
Swains

p.
p.

Swainsville

p. o.

Swamp

r.

267,270,273
587, 662, 664

Swarte Kil
Swartz

658
lo. 272
p. o. 405
t. 405
v. 405
cr.

Swartoutville

Sweden
Sweden
Sweden Center
Sweets

la.

Swezys Landing..

lo.

Switz Kil

cr.

Syosset.

505
252
174

_

p. o.

Syracuse City

Taberg
Taghkanick
Taghkanick

p. v.
cr.

376
633
162
650
488
461
249

mt. 241, 248,
267, 273, 552, 555, 557, 677,
686.

Taghkanick

p.o. 249

219
202
377
679
Tamerack Swamp
Tannersville
p.o. 333
704
Tappan Bay
Tappantown
p. v. 570
700
Tappan Zee
Tarrytown
p. v. 700, 702
cr.
654, 658
Taugbanick
658
Taughanick Falls
jnt. 19
Taylor
t. 254
Taylor
Taylors
p. 236
Taylorville
p. v. 254, 500
Tekabaranea Falls
532
Telards
h. 707
h. 383
Temple
cr. 165, 622, 641,
Ten Mile
655, 656
Ten Mile...r. 267, 270, 273, 647
Teunis
la. 260
Texas
p. v. 522
Texas Valley
p.o. 253
The Battery
lo. 423
The Borough
lo. 559
The Branch
v. 637
The City
p. v. 270
The Comer
p.o. 667
The Cove
lo. 372
The Frontiers
lo. 237
The Glen
p.o. 675
The Gulf
238
The Highland3...mts. 501, 540,
542
The Hook
lo. 679
The Narrows
563
The Noses
h. 19,416
The Park
lo. 423
Theresa
.p. v. 361
Theresa
t. 361
The Square
p. o. 204
The Union
lo. 236
The Vlaie
lo. 393
The Vly
680
The Wells
lo. 271
Thiells Corner
v. 570
Third
cr. 688
Thomas
cr. 688
Thomasville
lo. 310
t. 647
Thompson
br. 636
Thompsons
162
la.
Thompsons
p. 273, 510
Thompsons
o.
637
Station
p.
Thompsons
lo. 191
Thompsonville
p. v. 647
Thompsonville
Thorn Hill
p.o. 485
lo. 615
Thorntons Corners
lo. 273
Thornville
577
Thousand Islands
Three Mile Bay
p. v. 359

Taglikanick
Taicotts Corners

v.

Talcotvilie

v.

t.

Tliree Mile

P.\0E
ba. 634

Harbor

Three Falls
Three River Point
Three Sisters
Throggs Neck
Throop

lo.

p. v.
isles
lo.
t.

Throopsville

p. v.

Thurston
Thurston

p.o.
.t.

Thunder

mt.

Hill
Tibbits
Tibbetts Point

br. 696,
p. v.

Ticonderoga
Ticonderoga
Tiger

t.

h.

Tildens

v.

Tin
Tioga
r. 21,
Tioga
Tioga
Tioga
Tioughnioga

br.
CO. 101,
23. 619. 625.
.p. V.
t.

cr.

576
481
450
706
206
206
627
627
647
707
122
304
304
507
248
508
649
626
653
052
253

Tioughnioga....r. 178, 182, 250,

Tip Top

Tivoli
Tivoli

38S 4^0
lo.' 169

Summit

Ti Street
Titicus
Titusville

v.
lo.

p. V.

Hollow

lo.

Toddsville
Toddsville

533
mt. 273

p. v.

Tomhannock
Tomhannock

cr. 554, .569
p. v. 558

Jones

Tompkins
Tompkins
Tompkins
Tompkins
Tompkins
Tompkins

276
166

p.o. 536

Tom
Tom

304

r. 696, 703
272. p.o. 312

mt. 507
co. 0.'4
t.

Corners
Cove

lo.
lo.

Cove
Square
Tompkinsville
Toms Kocks

Tonawanda

v.

265
543
569
570

lo. 4'J3

p. v.
h.

5C6
504

cr. 20, 22, 279,

282,288,320,324,450,455,
456, 712, 714, 716.

Tonawanda
isle 279,449
Tonawanda
p. r. 293, 457
Tonawanda .... ,.
t. 293
Tonawanda Falls
324
Tonawanda Indian Reservation

324

Tonawanda Swamp...

513
..la. 543
mt 295,673
mt. 19, 250, 254

Tonetta

Tongue
Toppin
Torn

mt.

Torrey

5tJ7

721
567
628
br. 264
t.

Tottenville

TowlesviUe

Town
Town

320, 450,

Cliff.

v.
p. v.

h. 5-33

Towners
p. o. 642
Towners Station.
lo. 542
Town House Corners. ...lo. 166

Town

Line

Townly
Townsend
Townsend

292
658
611
289
p. v. 616
lo. 605
p. v. 1S4
cr. 240
lo. 326
p.o. 171
p. o.
cr.

Hill

Townsendville
Townsville
Tracy Creek

Trammel
Transit
Transit Bridge

Transparent
Tree
Trembleau Point

Tremont

p. v.
h.

la. .349

isle
lo.

Treuipers Kil

Trempers Kill
Trenton
Trenton
Trenton Falls
Trenton Falls..

636

2y6, 300

707
259

p.o. 259

467
t 467
347
p. v. 467
Triangle
p. v. 183
t. 183
Triangle
Tribes
b. 411
Tribes Hill
p. v. 412. 415
cr. 628
Troups
Troupsburgh
p. o. 628
t. 628
Troupsburgh
v. 62S
Troupsburgh Center
Trout, .br. 203, 252, 254. 499. 674
cr. 186, 250, 685
Trout
p. v.
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578, 673
P- 645, 681
r. 309, 310

-

.la.

265
P-o. 310

-P- o.

-

-

Trumansburg
Trumansburgh
Trumansburg

^60
615
668

cr.

p. v.

Upper Lisle
Upper New Rochelle
Upper Redhook
Cpner Saranac
Uptons
Urbana
Urbana

Landing

615
658
Trumbulls Corners
h. 250, 254, 255
Truxton
Truxton
P-t. 255
-t. 2o5
Tnixton
cr. 557, 558
Tsatsawassa
-la. 557
Tsatsawassa
lo. 419
Tubby Hook
h- 707
Tuckahoe
Tuckahoe....
-p.o. 699,708
p. o.
...p. v.

-

Tnfly
Tullv
Tully

TuUy
Tuna

Valley

Tunegawant
Tunessassa

p. v.
...t.

Turkey
Turkey..
Turkey Mountain
Turkey Street
Turnens

lo.

cr. 621,
...p. v.

t
p. o.

Tuthill...

Tuthilltown
Twelve Corners

.v.

-lo.

or. 451,
cr. 208,

Mile..

Twenty Mile

Two

p.

Tvlerville

v.

Tvre
Tyre
Tyre City
T>Tone
Tyrone

p. o.

Valcour
Valcour

t.

419
629
385
647
663
663
204
622
215
507
361
617
617

-.v- 617
p.v. 612
t.

Ulster

lo. 547
p.o. 181

612

Venice
Venice
Venice Center
Verdriefeges
Verf Kil

225, 227, 228, 388, 468,
530, 532, 535|, 536, 538
t.

Upadilla
Unadilln Center
Unadilla Forks
;

Union C^ter
Union Church
Union Comers

Comers
Falls
Mills

Park
Place

Unionport
Union Settlement

Union Society
Union Springs
Union Square
Union Tale
Union Valley

538

p. v. 538
p. v. 537
p. v. 184
t.

183, 405
p.v. 184
p. o. 164
lo. 245,
327, 383
p. v. 386

p. o.

236

p.o. 317
lo. 423
lo. 546

706
528
335
205
v.
p.
p.o. 622
lo.

p. o.
p. o.

t.

277

p.v. 254
v. 683
Union Village
lo. 164, 372, 548
UnionvDle
UnionvUle
p. v. 507
v. 400, 667, 702
Unionville
Unitaria
p. o. 181
la. 647
Upper
p.o. 637
Upper Aquebogue
la. 238
Upper Chateaugay
lo. 702
Upper Cross Roads
v. 290
Ebenezer
Upper
v. 304
Upper Falls
163
lo.
Hollow
Upper
402
Upper Genesee Falls

Upper Green Kiver

lo.

243

617
656
715
685
p. v. 206
t.

p. v.
p. v.
v.

206

t.

p.o. 206
p. v. 277

Verbank

Hook

Verona
Verona
Verona Depot
Verona Mills
Verplanck
Verplancks Point
Verplaiuks Point
Vermillion

Vermont
Vermontville
Vernal

Vernon

r. 21, 23, 223,

v. 204
p. o. 618
;

Varna
Varysburgh
Vaugans Comers

Vemon

Unadilla..;

Union
Union
Union
Union
Union

239
238
h. 707
cr. 367, 368
p. o. 558
p. o.

VansvUle
Varick
Varick

p.o. 667
t. 658
p. v. 538

Ulysses

Oniony.
tfeion.

t.

isle

Valentines
Valley
Valley Falls
Valley Stream
Valonia Springs

CO. 101, 660

TJlsterville

Unadilla

p. 277
p. o. 628

Vemon

Center
Vernon Valley

Vemooy
Versailles

Ve.sper

h. 568

597
p. v. 470
t. 470
p. o. 470
p. v. 470
p. o. 699
lo. 569
v. 699
p. v. 526
p. o. 213
p. v. 311
lo. 712
p. v. 469
t. 469
p. v. 469
636
v.
p.
cr. 666

194
489
V. 184
t. 184
v. 184

p. v.
p. v.

Vestal
Vestal
Vestal Center

p.

Veteran
Veteran

p. o. 267

Victor
Victor
Victory
Victory

p. V.

Victory Mills

p.v.

Vienna
Vienna
VierdeeKil

p. v.

Villenova

p. o.

VUlenova
Vinegar

p.

t.

t.

p. v.
t.

t.

t.

h.

Virgil

cr.

VirgU
VirgU

p. v.

Vista
_
Visschers Ferry
Vlamans Kil

p. o.

Vlamans

t.

p.o.
br.

Vlokie Kil

Vly
Voak
Volney
Volney
Volney Corners
Volusia
Voorheesville

Waccaback
Waddington

cr.

p. o.
p. o.
t.

p.o.

Wales
Wales
Wales Center

p. V.
t.

293

p. v.
lo.
lo.
lo.

Walden

p. v.

PABB

Wayne Four Corner9...p.o.

Weavers

Wayland
Wavland

Wayne
Wayne
Wayne
Wayne Center

Wallabont
Wallabout Bay
Wallace

WaUKil

501,
506, 508, 660, 662. 665

WalkUl
Walloomsac
Walloomsac
Walmore
Walnut
Walnut
Walnut Hill

610
r. 555
v. 556
p. v. 457
208, 210, 213
h. 641
mt. 19, 645
p. V. 265
t. 265
p. v^ 694
t. 694
p. 702, 703
cr. 679
lo. 634
t.

cr.

W,ilton

Walton
Walworth.
Walworth

Wampus
Wampecack
Wampmissic

p. v. .392
cr. 23.267,

Wampsville
Wappingers

271, 272, 274

Wappingers Falls

Ward

Wardboro
Wards

272
175

p. v.
t.

p. o. 674
isle 418. 419, 548

Wardville

Wardwell
Warners Station
Warnerville

Warren
Warren
Warren
Warren
Warrensbush

Warsaw
Warsaw
Warwick
Warwick
Warwick

325

lo.

p. o. 3.58
v. 490

p.v. 606
co. 670
p.o. 349
t. 349
v. 569
lo. 409
p. v. 715
t. 715
mts. 501, 510
p. v. 510
t.

.510

Washincton.._-CO. 101, 104, 677
p. 645
Wa.shington
Washington
p. o. 278
--.t. 277
Washington

Washington IIeights...p. o. 419
Washington Hollow...p. v. 274.
278
p.v. 465
Washington Mills
lo. .369
Washington Park
Washington Square... .Jo. 423,
547
701

Wa-shingtonville

lo.

WashingtonvUle

v. 504,

216
v. 413

p. o.

701
p. v. 579

Waverly
Waverly
Wawarsing
Wawarsing
Wawayanda.

Wawayanda

p. v. 6.50
v. 194, 699
p. v. 668

667
Cr. 601
t. 611
t.

Webbs

629
628
628
101, 104, 688
p.v. 629
t. 629
v. 693
lo. 245
t.

v.

co.

Weaver Hollow

p.v. 293
p. o. 471
lo. 367
365, 367
p.o. 622

Walesville

p.o. 628

Wayland Depot

527, 699
222 Wassaic
p. v. 270
cr. 269
499 Wassaic
v. 6.58
499 Waterburgh
206 Waterford.
p. v. 693
t. 693
206 Waterford
591 Waterloo
p. v. 618
t. 618
470 Waterloo
470 Waterloo Mills
p.o. 607
h. 541
559 Watermelon
lo. 633
216 WatermUl
216 Waterport
p. o. 614
542 Watertown
p.v. 362
t. 362
255 Watertown
lo. 362
255 Watertown Center
255 Watervale
p.v. 486
701 Water Valley
p.v. 291
687 Waterville .p. v. 467
t. 165
163 Watervliet
164 WatervlietCenter..p.o. 166,597
Watkins
p.v. 611
559 Watson
p. o. 379
t. 379
680 Watson
v. 605
Watsonville
720
h. 541
528 Watts
lo. 634
528 Waverly

v. 528

la.

Waldenville

637
637
635
215
706
508
608
298

r.

Wainscott
Waits Corners
Wakefield

p. V. 318
p. v. 247
557, 6.59

Mills
Valatie
Valatie Kil

507

.p. v.

Bay

Twelve

la.

628
468
257, 600, 605

VaUs

h. 401
.h. 704
mt. 541
lo. 708
lo. 469

Turk

Tuscarora
Tusten

p. v.

p. v. 305

Mills

Wading
Wading River

v. 667
Van Aikens Mills
Van Buren
p. o. 490
t. 490
Van Bnren
Van Buren Center
p. v. 490
cr. 168, 170
Van Campens
isle 703
Van Cleese
cr. 168
Vandemark
t. 222
Van Etten
Van Ettenville
p. v. 222
578 Van Hornesville
p. v. 348
379 Van Leuvens Comers. ..lo. 167
isle 166
379 Van Schaicks

la. 22,

Tuscarora".

la,

Wadhams

183
703
276
22

p. v.
v.

mt- 189
22
la.
p. V. 489
t. 489
p. v. 489
p.o. 188
cr. 186, 188
cr. 186, 194

Tuppers
Turin
Turin

Turtle

Utica City
Utsyanthia

Si'i

li-

Tug
Tug

PAGE

PAGE

PAGE
Trout
Trout
Trout
Trout Creek
Trout River
Troy City

la. .349

p.o. 222
mt. 559

Mills

Webster
WebPter
Web?ter
Weedsport
Wegatchie

p.v. 4^5

405

t.

p.v. 201

WellsTille
Wellsvllle

682
mt. 537
359
p. 645
p. o. 339
t. 339
p. v. 222
p.o. 511
p. v. 176
t. 175

Weltonville

p.o. 6.51

p. o.

Wellington
Wells
Wells
Wells
Wells
Wellsburgh
Wells Corners

Wende

isle 365,

282
162
716
br. 265, 270. 536
mt. .569
r. 720
lo.

Werners
Wethersfield

la.

p. o.

West
West
West
West Addison
p.o. 627
lo. 166
West Albany
West Amboy
p.v. 520
West Almond
p.v. 176
t. 176
West Almond
West Bainbridge
p.o. 225
West Bangor
p.v. 308
West Barre
p.o. .514
West Bergen
p.o. 325
West Berlin
p.o. 5.54
West Bethany Mills ...p. o. 325
West Bloomfi'eld
p.v. 499
t. 499
West Bloomfield
West Branch
p.v. 465
West Brighton
p.v. 398
West Brook
p.o. 265
West Brookville
p.o. 646
West Burlington
p.o. 532
lo. 550
Westbury
Westbnrv
p.v. 206, 690
Bush
West
p.o. 317
West Butkr
p.o. 690
West Cameron
p.v. 623
West Camp
p. v. 667
cr. 340, 343,
West Canada
347. 463, 466

West
West
West
West
West
West

Camden

p.v. 463

Carlton

p. o.
v.

Carthage
Cavufa.
Charlton

Chazy

Westchester
Westchester
WestchesterWestchester

p.v. 587
p.v. 237
co. 101,
p. v.
r.
t.

Westchester
West Clarkson

West Clarksville
West Colesville
West Constable
West Conesville
West Danby
West Davenport
West Day
West Dayton
West Dresden..WestDryden
West Eaton
West Edmeston

696
706
706
706

v. .505
v.

p. o.

p.o.
p.o.
p.o.
p.o.
p. v.

p.o.
v.

p.v.
p.v.
"p.v.
p.v.

Westerlo
Westerlo

t.

399
173
181
312
604
656
260
688
189
721
656
391
,533

166

p. o. 167

Western

t.

Westernville

p.v.
p.v.
p.v.
p.o.
p.v.

West Exeter
West Falls
West Farmington
West Farms
West Farms
West Favette
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield Flats
West Fish
West Flushing..

514
357

p.o. 610

t.

p.o.
P- v.
t.

667,
v.
la.
lo.

470
470
533
283
496
706
706
615
216
216
647
317
549
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PAOB
Westford
Westfoid
West Fort Ann
West Fowler
West Fulton
West Gaines
West Gahviiy
West Gates

West
West
West
West
West
West

p. v. 638
t.

p. o.
p. o.
p. v.
p. o.
p. v.
lo.

Olient
Gilboa„

Gleas Falls
Greece

p. v.
p. o.
v.
p. v.

Greenfield

p.o.

Greenwood
WestGroton.
West Hadley
West Hebron

p. o.
p. v.

p.o.
p. v.
p. v.

West Henrietta
West Hills
p.o.
West Hoosick
p.o.
West Hurley
p. v.
West Jasper
p. o.
West Junius
p. o.
West Kendal
p.o.
West Kil
334, 600,
West Kill
p.v.
West Laurens
p.v.
West Lexington
p.o.
West Leyden
p. v.
West Lowville
p. o.
West Martinsburgh....p. v.
West Mer.'dith
p. o.
West MidiUebury
v.
West Milton
p. v.
West Monroe
p.o.
West Monroe
t.
Westmoreland
p. o.
Westmoreland
t.
West Moriches
lo.
West Morrisania
lo.
West Mount Vernon
v.
West Nassau
v.
West Newark
p.o.
ba.
West Neck Harbor.
West New Rochelle
v.
West Niles
lo.
Weston
p. V.
West Oneonta
p.v.
West Onondaga
p.o.
West Perry
lo.
West Plattsbui-gh
p.o.
West Point
p.o.
Westport
Westport

p.v.
t.

538
681
577
605
514
688
399
245
605
675
399
589
625
657
589
684
399
636
656
663
626
615
515
607
334
534
333
377
378
378
2C3
263
590
528
528
471
471
634
702
699
557
651
637
703
204
612
535
485
715
239
505
305
305
5S2
591
692
652
606
466
405
558
466
348
293
293
293
663
516
706
456
640

West Potsdam
p.o.
West Providence
p.o.
West Red
cr. 688,
WestRichford
p.o.
West Richmondville...p. o.
West Rome
lo.
West Rush
p.v.
West Sand Lake
p.v.
West Sauquoit
v.
West Schuyler.
p.v.
West Seneca
p. o.
West Seneca
t.
West Seneca Center.. ..p. o.
West Shandaken
p.o.
West Shelby
p.o.
West Somers
p.o.
West Somerset
p.o.
West Southold
p. o.
t. 386
West Sparta

PAOE

FAOE

West Stephentown
West Stockholm
Wist Stony Creek
West Suffolk.
West Sweden
West Taghkanick
West Theresa
West Town
West Township
West Troupsburgh
West Trout
West Troy
West Turin
West Union
West Vienna
West View

p.o. 560
p.o. 5S2
cr. 675
p.o. 637

Whitneys Crossing
AVliltneys Landing

p. o.

^Vhitneys Point

p. v.

405
p.v. 249

Whortleberry
Wiccopee Pass

p.o. .361
p.v. 507

Wickhams

v.

p. o.

br. 260
p. v.
t.

p.o.
p.v.
p.v.

AVestville

p. v.

Westville
Westville

t.

v.

West Walworth.
West Webster
West Windsor
WestWinfield
Westwood
West Yorkshire.

p.o.
p.v.
p.o.
..p.v.

p.o.
p.v.

Wethersfield
t.
Wethersfleld Springs. .p.v.
^lialeys
p.
p. v.

Whallonsburgh

Wharton

164

p.o. 628

165
379
629
470
380
538
312
312
694
405
349
349
283
195
716
716
273
301

cr. 530, 532, 53:3

Wheatfield

456
406
t. 405
v. 406
p. v. 324
cr. 201
p. o. 629
t. 629
v. 629
lo. 522
cr. 375, 378
lo. 378

Whitney

lo.

Valley... ..cr. 168,
isle 70,
lo.

p.

Wickupee

p.

Wigwam

cr. 168,

Wilbur
Wildehause Kil

;...p. V.

Wilkins Point

lo.

mt.

Willards
Willett
Willett

p. 0.

Williams Bridge
William.sburgh
Williamsburgh
Williamson
Williamson
Williumstown
Williamstown

p. o.
p. o.
v.
p. v.

Williamsville
Williamsville
Willing

p. v.

t.

t.

p. v.
t.

lo.

t.

Willink

p. V.
br.

Willow
Willow
Willow Tree
Willow Vale

isle
lo.

v.

172
616
183
169
703
271
510
543
170
664
164
546
677
256
255
707
367
165
694
694
528
528
714
282
176
283
165
334
548
465

t.

Wheatland
Wheatland
Wheatland Center
Wheatville

Wheeler
Wheeler
Wheeler
Wheeler Center
Wheeler Corners
Whetstone
Whetstone GulC
White

p. O.

cr. 168,

347, 381, 555, 685

White
White
White

466
541
r. 643
Wliite Clay Kil
276
White Creek
p. o. 686
White Creek
t. 686
White Face
mt. 19, 296, 306
Whitehall
p. v. 686
Whitehall
t. 686
Whitehall Landing
419
White Lake
p.o. 643
White Plains
p.v. 707
la.

p.

White Plains

t.

Whiteport
Whitesburgh
Whitesborough
Whites Corners
Whiteside
Whiteside Corners
Whitestone

v.

p.o.
v.
p. v.

br.
p. o.
p. v.

707
666
348
471
291
679
589

546
White Store
p. o. 228
Whitestown
o.
471
p.
Whitestown
t. 471
White Sulphur Spring
593
Whitesville
p. v. 174
WhiteSTille
v. 361
Whitiugs
p. 241,243
Whitlockville
lo. 698
h. 559
Whitney

739

Willsborough
Willsborough
Willsborough Falls
Willseyville

Willwemack
Wilmington
Wilmington
Wilmurt
Wilna
Wilna
Wilson
Wilson
Wilson Creek
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton

457
p. o. 650
lo. 702
p. V. 593
t. 593
lo. 549
or. 173, 188
t.

Winantsville
Windfall

t.

Center

335
184
t. 184
cr. 528
cr. 624
lo. 549
p. o. 349
t. 349
p. o. 271
p. o. 292
p.o. 176
t. 176

Wine
Winfield
Winsfield
Winfield
Winfield

Wing

3.34

p. v.
p. v.

Windsor
Windsor

Station

Winspear
Wirt
Wirt
Wiscoy

t.

p. V. 4.57

'.

Windham
Windham

305
305
v. 305
p. v. 651
cr. 647
p.v. 306
t. 305
t. 349
363
o.
p.
t. 362
p. o.

:

cr. 710, 174,

713, 714, 715, 716
p. o. 174
cr. 688, 690
p. V. 695
t. 694
cr. 166, 168, 712

Wiscoy
Wolcott
Wolcott
Wolcott

Wolf
Wolf
Wolf Run

p. 647
cr.

Wood

623

cr. 21, 23,

458, 466, 470, 678, 686

PAOB
p.o. 551
v. 508
h. 604
v. 548

Woodbury
Woodbury Clove
Woodcock
Woo<lhaven

WoodhuU
WoodhuU
WoodhuU

p. o.

Woodland

p.

la.

t.

Woodrow
Wood Settlement

349
629
629

o 367
567

V.

lo. -363

Woodstock
Woodstock
Woodstock

lo. 702
p.v. 668
t. 668
Woodville
lo. 387
Woodville
p. v. 357
Woodsville
lo. 507
Woodwards Hollow.. ..p. o. 289

Woodworth

la. .316

Worcester
Worcester
Wortel Kil

p. v.
t.

Worth

t.

WorthviUe
Wright
Wrights
Wrights Corners

638
538
271
363

p. o. 36;5
t.

608

cr. 186
p. o. 4.54

237
646
248
co. 101, 710
lo.

Wrightsville

Wurtzboro

p. v.

Wyomanock
Wyoming
Wyoming

cr.

p. v.

714

Kil

557, 658, 560

WynantskilL

p.v. 557
br. 641

Wynants

Wyncoop

cr. 219,
220, 221, 222

Wynkoop.,

Yankee

p.

Yates
Yates
Yates
Yates Center.

516
516
516
lo. 416
p. o. 720
la. 579
p. v. 708
t. 707
p. 645
p. 0. 387
t. 387
v. 387
lo. 588
p. o. 195
t. 195
v. 182
p. v. 195
v. 195
cr. 182
.p. o. 708
t. 70S
lo. 419
v. 471
p.o. 628
la. 349
lo. 604
p. v. 456
p. v. 644
p. o.
t.

v.

Yatesville
Yatesville

Yellow
Yonkers
Yonkers

York
York
York
York Center
York Corners
Yorkshire
Y^orkshire

Yorkshire
Yorkshire Center
Yorkshire Corners
Yorkshire Creek.

Yorktown
Yorktown
Yorkville

YorkvUle

_

Young Hickory
Youngs
Youngs Cave
Youngstown
Youngsville

Zantzee Kil
Zeregors Point

Zimmerman.-

646

p. v. 634
CO. 717

Yaphank

lo.
.cr.

Zoar

597
706

318, 416
V.

361

v.

63*
250

ADDITIONAL NAMES.
Ambler Settlement
Baldwins Corners
Buscubel
Cortlaudville

Faiimount

lo.
-lo.

-

p- o.
v.
'^.

228
514
699
699
707

.lo.

Integrity
KreischerviUe

p. v.

Moharsic

la.

Montour
Oak Orchard Harbor

lo.

8TEEE0TTPED BY

t.

L.

JOHNSON &

CO.

706
567
708
612
516

Sand Hill
Skaneateles Inlet
Taylors Hollow
Thirty Deer Ridge

Waddiugton

cr.

h. 289
h. 707
t.

579, 583

B^R:N'ES & BURR,

S.

J^.
51

AND

53

JOHN STREET,

NEW

YORK,

PUBLISHEES OF THE

NATIONAL SEEIES OF STANDAED SCHOOL BOOKS.
Tee National School Series is prepared by the best educators in the country, and designed with special
Great care has been taken to exclude sectional
reference to the thorough Education of the Youth of our land.
The favor which these
or sectarian matter, so that the series is regarded as truly the National School Series.
books have received from all parts of the United States warrants the Publishers in calling upon their friends to
examine each of the works comprising this series, (provided they have not already done so,) with a view of
making them

their

The following

Standard Text-Books.

is

a part of the series

:

—

and Mathematics. By Professor Charles Davies, LL.D., formerly
Academy, and now of Columbia College. (The standard of New York, Baltimore,
New Orleans, Buffalo, Rochester, Milwaukee, and other large cities.) The higher course of Mathematics are
used in most of the Colleges and Academies throughout the Union.
The National

Series of Arithmetics

of the United States Military

The National Series
Orleans,

New York,

of Geographies.

Buffalo,

By James Monteith and Fbancis McNallt.

Milwaukee, Newark, Brooklyn, and other

The National Series of School Histories.

(The standard of

New

cities.)

By Emma Willard and James Monteith.

(Daniel Webster said

"I
of Mrs. Willard's History of the United States,
keep it near mo as a valuable book of reference, accurate in
It was also highly recommended by Henry Clay, and many other of our most illustrious
facts and dates."
Statesmen and Educators.)

The National Series of School Eeaders and Spellers. By Bichard G. Parker and James M. Watson.
Recommended, wherever they are known, as the most beautiful and the most practical Readers and Spellers ever
published.

The National Series of English Grammar, Illustrated with Diagrams. By S. W. Clark. Clark's method
makes it one of the most interesting studies in the language.

of teaching this hitherto dry subject

High School

By Monmonier & Mc Jilton,

Literature.

of Baltimore.

Brookfield's First

Book in Composition. For Begin-

40c.

ners.

Smith's Orthographical Books.
Northend's Little Orator, National
Dialogues.

Prices,

4 Nos.
Orator,
30c.,

and
75c.,

and 75c.
Eame's Elements of Criticism, with Additions by
Boyd. $1 00.
Day's Art of Rhetoric.

High School) Astronomy
and Globes. 75c.
Page's Elements of Geology. 75c.
Chambers' Elements of Zoology. $1 00.
Smith & Martin's System of Book-keeping ana
Blanks.

75c.

Greek and Latin

Classics.

Wiley & Hubbard's North Carolina Eeaders. 3 Nos.
Compendium of Natural Philosophy.

Geometry.
Courtenay's (of Virginia) Elements of Calculus.
$2 50 per copy.
Hackley's (of Columbia College) Trigonometry. $2 00.

W.

G. Peck's

Mechanics.

(of

Columbia College)

00.

9 Nos. at

10c. each.

Volumes.

other valuable works,

Elements of

$1 50.

Hanna's Bible History for Schools. $1
Beers' Complete System of Penmanship.

$1 00.
Porter's Principles of Chemistry. $100.
,
Norton & Porter's First Book of Science. $1 00.
5

West Point) College Course of Phi-

Church's (of West Point) Calculus and Analytical

Parker's School

And many

75c. each.

losophy.

$1 50.

Boyd's English Poets.

(of Baltimore

Bartlett's (of

Boyd's Elements of Logic. 75c.
Darby's (of Alabama) Botany of the Southern States.
Brooks' (of Baltimore)
8 Volumes.

38c.

Schools.

Mclntyre's

W. W.

Entertaining

Brooks' (of Baltimore) School Teacher's Register. 50c.
"
Manual of Devotion for
Brooks'

Dwight's Modern Philology.
among which might be mentioned

$1 75.

the; school, teacher's L.IBRART, in Ten Tolumes.
Designed

Please send to A. B.

which shall be sent

to aid the

Teacher in his professional

Barnes & Bdrr, New York,

for their

free of postage.

741

duties.

Descriptive Catalogue of

all their publications,
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FORT EDWARD INSTITUTE.
AT FORT EDWARD, WASHINGTON

CO., N. Y.,

ON THE RAILROAD.

This Institution was opened December, 1854, since which time the Regents' Annual Keports show

it

to

have been the

BEST SUSTAINED BOARDING SEMINARY IN THE STATE.
Nearly every county in the State, and two-thirds of the States of the Union, have beea its patrons. The following are soms
of the grounds of its claim to the popular favor:
Its substantial brick buildings, well guarded against fire, and which, by the central position of its common Dining Hall,
Chapel, and an ample .suit of class rooms, accessible respectively to the two separate departments by distinct entrances, are most
admirably adapted to the safe and successful co-education of ladies and gentlemen, the two departments being at all hours absolutely under the control of the Faculty. Also its noble Library and Apparatus.

—

ITS

LIBERAL PROVISION FOR THE ABLEST INSTRUCTION

In each branch and department of study; three professors and teachers being devoted exclusively to the common English
two each to the Mathematics and Classics, one respectively to Commercial Instruction, to Natui-al Science, to Modern
Languages, and to Painting, while no less than four have in charge the department of Music. liare facilities are thus aftoided
to prepare for teaching ; while desirable situations are procured for young ladies who graduate in the prescribed Course of Studitis.
It is a part of the well established system of this Christian Institute, to conserve and promote the health, manners, and morals
of its pupils. The Principal wishes it distinctly understood that he becomes personally responsible to parents for the moral and
studies,

social well being of their daughters while in attendance at this Institute.
It provides good, spacious rooms, plainly but suitably furnished ; and wholesome
satisfactory to its patrons.

ITS

REMARKABLY MODERATE

and

sufficient Board, of

a quality and variety

RATES.

families the difference in the cost of maintaining a son or daughter at home or at this Institute, would be scarcely
One huudred and three dollars per3'ear, pays for Board, furnished room, fuel, washing and tuition in common EngExtra branches at corresponding rates. A student may enter for a single term, or at any time in the term and pay for the

To many

appreciable.
lish.

residue only.
There are three terms of fourteen weeks each. Winter Term opens December let, 1859; Spring Term opens March 23d, 1860;
Term opens August 16th, 1860. For circulars, or for rooms, apply to the Principal.
Tui n to the chapter in the Gazetteer descriptive of Fort Edward, also to chapter of statistics of Academies, and notice the
Washington Co. Seminary.
Fall

TESTIMONIALS OF EXAMINING COMMITTEES.
Rev. Wm. Scott, of Montreal, Secretary, 185.^. The Committee
found the buildings, in their construction and specific arrangements, better adapted to their pm-pose than any other ever
visited by them.
j^
Rev. S. Washburn, of Troy, Secretary, November,w856. We
were highly gratified with the good order and decorum apparent
in every department of the Institute.
Rev. M. Bates, of Schenectady, Secretary, March, 1857. There
ij, we think, no Institution, not wholly devoted to this object,

The gastrminmic departnuMt, under the care of Mr. A. K. Haxtun,
the Steward, is finely managed. An abundant supply of well

cooked food is provided.
Rev. H. II. RoniNSON, Secretary, Saratoga Springs, Nov. 25,
1858.
The peculiar energy of the Principal pervades every
department of instruction, embracing eighteen teachers, a
number sufficient to permit a subdivision of classes, so that
none need be neglected. Many students have ctmsecratcd their
young hearts on the altarof Christianity, and will go forthwith
where equal facilities are afforded for acquiring, at trifling ex- great power, rightly directed, to bless the church and the world.
Prof. C. T Lf.wi's, A.M., Troy University, March, 1859. The
pense, a thorough business education.
Prof. John Newman, A. M., of Union College, Seceetary, Nov. 18, practical drill was admirable. Attention had been given to the
The Committee have found the most sjitisfactory evidence powers of ready and neat expression, but the basis lay in a clear
1857
in its able Board of Instruction and Government, its skillful financomprehension of facts and principles, for which good langu.ige
was made an ornament, not a substitute. Perhaps no feature
cial management, as well as in theextentand sterling character
of the exercises w;»s more charming than their entire fairness,
of its patronage, that the Fnrt Edward Institute is a signal success'
While the Institution is in all departments worthy of entire which was at once transparent and unobtrusive.
llKV. B. Hawlet, A.M., Chairman, West Tn>y. June 23, 1859.
confidence, the Committee feel calk4 upon to mention the department of Music and that of Painting, as decidedly superior to In the circle of our large Academies, furnishing the highest
tay thing we have ever heard or seen in any similar Institution. adviint.iges at the lowest charges, 1 know of no one sustaining
a better reputation than FoKT liow.<aD Ia'STitote,
9 *
EfiV. J. K. Ca£BSMAN, of Schenectady, Secretary, July, 1857.
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MOUNT PLEASANT ACADEMY:
A SELECT

^dxml

Hilitiui gcMding

foi*

ga|)S,

siisra-si3src3- 3

.A.T

WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK.

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPALS.
C. F.

MAURICE,

MAJ. W. W. BENJAMIN,

A.M.,

Instructor in Ethics, Mental Philosophy, dk.

Z.

Instructor in Mathematics

and Military

Tactics.

M. PHELPS, A.M.,

Instructor in Ancient Languages.

INSTRUCTORS.
H.

AYME,

Instructor in French, Spanish,

H. M.

WALLACE,

Jhstrttctor in Historical Studies

R.

W. MULLER,

M.D.,
and Drawing.

Instructor in

Instructor in Gymnastics.

W. MOORE,

J.

Instructor in Elementary Studies.

This iiistitution, in

German and Music.

CHS. STOCKING,

A.B.,
and Elocution.

HYATT,

Lecturer in Chemistry and Philosophy.

plan and arrangements, has regard to the physical as

its

intellectual training of its

-well

as the moral

and

members.

THE COUKSE OF INSTEUCTION'
and thorough, such as experience has proved to be most effectual for this pui-pose.
By
students are prepared for any class in college, for the scientific schools, or for commercial life.
The
Is liberal

it,

ANCIENT LANGUAGES
are taught critically and with a view to sound scholarship and not to

mere

superficial acquaintance.

The

MATHEMATICAL COUHSE
The preparation of pupils who have passed through it, and their success elsewhere,
extensive.
gives
the best evidence of faithfulness and skill in this very essential department of instruction.
Very many

is

are

liie

unsolicited testimonials received on this point.

Special attention

MODERN LANGUAGES
Freoch, Spanish, and

German form an important part

languages by well qualified masters.

is

given to the

:

of the course of study,

and are taught as spoken

The

ENGLISH LANGUAGE,
also, in its elements, as well as in its
no't

made subordinate

to

higher departments, receives more than ordinary notice, and

is

any other study.

MORAL AND RELIGIOUS TRAINING
is

carefully regarded, as in every well ordered household but no interference is attempted with the peculiar
tenets of any faith. Seats are
provided for the pupils in both the Episcopal and Presbyterian Churches,
;

PHYSICAL, EDlJ€ATIOW.
The complete arrangements made

for this generally neglected object,

them, deserve to be specially noticed.

Under

their influence,
744

and the success that has attended
the delicate and almost puny

we have seen

boy become the robust ain^nduring youth, able to sustain continued application and to perform in
after life an amount of iutellectual labor that only a sound and vigorous development could make possible.
In connection with the

GYMNASIUM AND THE RIDING SCHOOL
MILITARY EXERCISES,
The infantry and artillery drills and, while these receive a minuteness of attention not often given to
them, and are so used as to produce physically a permanent effect, they have no tendency to create a desire,
The system, as here arranged, has been chosen for the great
as experience has shown, for a military life.
benefits that result from it.
But, although a military school, the institution, it must be distinctly underShould
stood, is not for the training of those who are vicious or unmanageable under any other system.
;

this class, by accident or misrepresentation, ever be received, they will, on the manifestation of
such character, be at once returned to their parents. The feelings of the principals, not less than their
intimate relations with their pupils, look to other associations and other results.
Confidence, patience,

any of

and kindness on their part, truthfulness, honor, and generous sentiment on the pupil's, are the basis
and the bond of union between them. No boy who is insensible to considerations of this kind is desired
ia the school, nor can he long remain connected with it.
Pupils are received whenever a vacancy occurs but, as the number is limited and places are usually
;

advance, applications, to prevent disappointment, should be made as eai-ly as possible.
Further information may be obtained from the gentlemen named as references, or by addressing the

filled in

principals.

REFERENCES.
The Faculties of Williams College,
Harvard College,

Hon. D. B.

Columbia College,
Union College,
N. Y. University,

New

School, Philadelphia, Pa.,

Jacob Sharp, Esq., Philadelphia, Pa.,

Jersey,'

Military Academy,

West

—

Point,

and also to the following gentlemen
Hon. A. Bruyn Hasbrouck, LL.D., late President
Rutgers College, New York City,
Rev. R. W. Dickinson, D.D., New York City,
Samuel Jaudon, Esq., New York City,
S. C. Paxon, Esq., New York City,
George Barrell, Esq., New York City,
Willard Parker, M.D., New York City,
B. R. Winthrop, Esq., New York City,
Doct. E. E. Marcy, New York City,
Rev. John Krebbs, D.D., New York City,
Francis Skiddy, Esq., New York City,
Henry Leverich, Esq., New York City,
Charles Day, Esq., New York City,
Chas. Rockwell, Esq., New York City,
Joseph Bento, Esq., New York City,
D. N. Barney, Esq., New York City,
Rev. J. P. Thompson, D.D., New York City,
McKilop & Wood, Com. Agency, New York City,
John H. Brower, Esq., Brooklyn, L. I.,
H. K. Corning, Esq., Brooklyn, L. I.,
:

George

S. Puffer, Esq.,

Brooklyn, L.

John Schenck, Esq., Brooklyn,
Rev. R.
Doct.

S. Storrs,

W.

L.

D.D., Brooklyn, L. L,

Brig. G. S. Churchill, U.S.A.,

Thomas Higbam,

J. Izard Pringle, Esq.,

AV. Blake,

Washington,

Jr., Esq., Charleston, S. C,"

Georgetown, D. C,

Esq., Combahee, S.

C,

George Gordon, Esq., Savannah, Ga.,
Henry Roser, Esq., Savannah, Ga.,
G. W. Ludlum, Esq., Rondout,

W. J. Hardee, U.S.A., West Point.
G. T. Hodges, Esq., Rutland, Vt.,
Col.

Col.

Thomas Williams,

Detroit, Mich.,

Wm.

Neyle Habersham, Esq., Savannah, Ga.,
Francis Sorrell, Esq., Savannah, Ga.,
J.

Clay King, Esq., Waynesville,

Emmanuel, Esq., Mobile, Ala.,
R. G. Mays, M.D., Orange Mills, F.A.,
Hon. Thomas Slidell, New Orleans, La.,

J.

J.

W.

Zacharie, Esq.,

New

Orleans, La.,

Mrs. Clifford Neff, Cincinnati,
R. A. Clay, Esq., Cincinnati,

0.,

0.,

Pearce, Esq., Providence, R.

Hon. W. C. Gibbs, Newport, R.

I.,

I.,

Calvin Williams, Esq., Stonington, Conn.,
Giles F. Ward, Esq., Saybrook, Conn.,
Hon. P. D. Vroom, Trenton, N. J.,
Com. Thomas A. Conover, U.S.N., Princeton, N.
Com. Lawrence Kearney, U.S.N., Perth Amboy,

Esq., Sing-Sing,

Maj. E. Backus, U.S.A., Governors Island,
Charles L. Schlater, Esq., Ogdensburgh, N. Y.,
Capt. James Mcintosh, U.S.N., Sackets Harbor,

Rev. David Magie, D.D., Elizabethtown.
745

4k

ington.

Edward

L,

I.,

Hon. Aaron Ward, Sing-Sing,
Rev. Wilson Phraner, Sing-Sing,

Thomas Smull,

Rodolphus Kent, Esq., Philadelphia, Pa.,
Prof. J. Henry, LL.D., Smithsonian Institution, Wash-

H. Emerson, Esq., South Reading, Mass.,
Rev. A. Woods, D.D., Providence, R. I.,
P. Han, Esq., Providence, R. I.,

I.,

I.,

Swift, U.S.N., Brooklyn, L.

Doct. McLellan, Brooklyn, L.

John, Albany,

Hudson,
Marcus L. Ward, Esq., Newark,
Cortlandt Parker, Esq., Newark,
Prof. John S. Hart, LL.D., late
Principal of High

Yale College,

College of

St.

0. Bronson, M.D.,

J.,

m

I

It,

!'

4*

GARDEN FRONT, LIVINGSTON STREET.

PACKER COLLEGIATE

INSTITUTE,

This Institution claims to give to females all the advantages for thorough and complete education
by the other sex in our best appointed Colleges.

that are enjoyed
It is liberally

is under the patronage of the State.
Brooklyn, opposite New York, enables it to command all the educational
while no country village is more quiet, beautiful, or healthy.

endovred, and

Its location, in the city of

resources of the metropolis ;

THE COURSE OF INSTRUCTION
under the direction of A. Crittenden, A.M., who has devoted his whole life to female education.
He is assisted by twenty-four professors and teachers and the course of instruction embraces the modern
languages, with Latin, the various branches of Literature, History, Mathematics, Chemistry, Natural,
Moral, and Intellectual Philosophy, Music, Drawing, Painting, &c. &c.
Is

;

THE LABORATORY
Is a

model of

its

kind, and furnished with every necessary article of apparatus.

THE OBSERVATORY
Has an

excellent achromatic telescope of six inches object glass.

by clockwork, &c.

mounted, moved

THE CABINETS

Are amply provided with minerals,
the attention of the observer,

It is equatorially

shells, &c.

One or two

—one of Ross's Compound

articles of apparatus particularly arrest
Microscopes, which magnifies 1800 diameters,

also Barlow's large Planetarium, eleven feet in diameter.

The accommodations for pupils from abroad are intended to afford
Becure for them social, intellectual, and moral culture.
747

all

the comforts of home, and to

DESIGN.
The object of
of

Colleges

is

this chain

to prepare

^^^^^S5

young men in an essential
manner for the duties of a

1 1|
^ ||"

- 1
-i

life, in giving them
a thorough knowledge of
the sciences •which secure

business

"i

"<

p
-^

f':~^~=^
'

"-ff.Si

":

that end.
CHICAGO MERCANTILE COLLEGE

BUFFALO MERCANTILE C04.LEGE

BRYANT, STRATTON

&

CO.'S

ifefe

al3any„ college

PHILAQEIFBIA COLLEGE

NEW YORK

CITY MERCANTILE COLLEGE.

MERCANTILE COLLEGES.
TERMS.
^-^^^^^

A

scholarship,

which can

be purchased at any of these
for

$40, entitles the

sEi&lMIISIBSIjlF^^'^^^^^K

points

^iiiSmil|:>^IlIIllllIllBlii:

holder to a Life Membership
in either or all of the above
Colleges.

tU\0
Address

W^'^

MERCANTILE ^^^

No

institutions of the kind

in the

country are so thorough

in all departments.

BRYANT, STRATTON &

catalogue containing

CO., at either of tlie

full particulars.
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i

Mercantile

above points, for circular and

IS

t

H
ft

K|

s>

o.
S.

it~
to

SSS^SiMP^"
Length of building, 137

Width

of

do.

:f/f^

Play grounds, 25

feet,

The building and grounds

acres.

Gymnasium covers 1,900 feet.

77 feet

cost $75,000

POUGHKEEPSIE COLLEGIATE SCHOOL.
A BOARDING SCHOOL FOR BOYS OF ALL

AGES.
—

This school was estahlished in 1836. From that time to this there has been but one change in the prlncipalship, which occirrred
It has always enjoyed a liberal patronage, drawn from all sections.
after the death of the late principal, Charles Bartlett.
During the past year pupils have been in attendance ft'om twelve States.

The students prepare

their lessons in

one large room, where one of the Principals presides.

Are each taught by a native teacher.

The principals and their families, the teachers and pupils, all reside in one building and eat at the same table. The pupils are
not allowed to leave the premises without permission. The building is lighted with gas. and heated with hot air furnaces. No
expense has l»en spared to attain thorough ventilation. The pupils' rooms are furnished with a carpet, clothes-press, single beds,
wash-stand with bowl and pitcher to each pupil.
In short, no

effort

has been omitted to

make

this in evei"y respect

A FIKST CLASS SCHOOL.
The annual expense

We

is

two bnndred and

refer to the following gentlemen,

Kev.

S.

H. Weston, Hudson

St.,

fifty dollars.

most of

Spanish and German, Music and Drawing, arc the only extras.

whom have been patrons of

Hon. Gulian C. Vei-planek, New York,
Hon. James Emott, Poughkeepsie,
Isa.ic Koosevelt. M.D.,

:

—
St.,

New

York,

'

Poughkeepsie,

Prof. Charles Murray Nairne, Columbia College, N.
Prof. .Tohu Foster, Union College, Schenectady,
H. Crosby, Poughkeepsie,
Prof.
0. R. Willis, Freehold, N. J.,
Prof. John Haywood, Westervillo, Ohio,

the school

David F. Hoadly, Office Panama R. R., Wall
Hon. John Thompson, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.,
Solomon Jenner, 75 Henry St., N. Y.,
David D. Otis, Watertown, N. Y.,
Thomas R. Smiley, Hamilton, Ohio,
K. C. Crocheron, 1 Park Place, New York,

New York,

Y,

M. Davis, 47 Exchange Place, New York,
Hon. B. S. Doughty, Somerville. N. J.,
James L. Day, Norwich, Conn.,

Wm.

Col. G. T.

Capt.

Per. H. G. Ludlow, Oswego,
Rpv. A. D. Traver, Poughkeepsie,
Rev. S. Buel, Poughkeepsie,
J. II. Griscom, M.D., New York,
F. S. Maci;w, i6 Beaver St., New York,

Those who may desire further information are inrited to

/
Joseph A. Eddy, St. Louis, Mo.,
H. H. Hathorn, Saratoga Springs, N. Y.,
Seth Richards, Bentonsport, Iowa,
J. M. Sims, MJ)., New York.

/

visit

the school or to address the Principals,
C. B.

,

WARRING,

A.M.,1 p
J
,
^ r^ncipais.

OTIS BISBEE, A-M.,
750

.

-

/

*f

f ao¥ wmiw

IT¥.

This Institution was opened for tlie admission of students September 9, 1858, and tlio collegiate department is now fully
orguuized, with the following members of tlie Faculty of Arts:
REV. JOHN McCLIXTOCK, D.D., LL.D.,
JAMES STUOXG, S.T.D.,
President, and Prnfessnr of Moral Science.
Vice-President, and Professor of Biblical JAteraturt.
MAKVIN K. VINCENT, A.M.,
OGDEN N. KOOD, A.M.,
Professor of Cliemistry.
Professor of the Latin Lanquage and Literature.
CilAKLTON T. LEWIS, A.M.,
ALEXANDER MAC WHOHTER, A.M.,
Professor of Pure Mathematics.
Professor of Philosophy.
HENRY n. HADLEY, A.M.,
Professor of the Indo-European Languarjes and Literature.

THE COLLEGE GROUNDS

'

«

Comprise a plat of thirty-six acres, of rare beauty and healtlifulncss of position and the building is one of the most imposing
and Well arranged i>f the kind in the country, aflbrding accommodations for about one- hundred and^fty students, including
shap>;l, recitation-rooms, dormitories, boarding hall, and profcssurs' apartments.
;

THE PLAN OF INSTRUCTION

Embraces the most approved features of the American ColU'co system, with all the essential advantages of the English and
Gei-man Universities, giving an opportunity for the most thorough and general literary culture.

THE UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT PROPER

Will be inaugurated by appropriate courses of lectures on the higher branches of science, art, and literature, as soon as there
shall be graduates prepared to enter upon it. The desijn of the founders of the institution is to make it a sound Christian ^but
not sectarian) school of the highest class, both in scholarship and practical efficiency. The couifle of study includes

Which

differs

from the

A SCIENTIFIC ofDEPARTMENT,
omission
Latin ami
and in

classical chiefly in the

Tuition Fee (for those not on scholarships)

Oreek,

ANNUAL
EXPENSES.
00
$35

Room Rent

Warming and

use of public rooms*.

Two

for

students

10 00
5 00

Printing
Good Hoard, per week,

2 00

is

provided in the college hall

at

00
50

Washing, per dozen

PRESENT PRICES OF SCHOLARSHIPS.
uo

$o00 00

Three students perpetually
Or five for fifty years

1,000 00
1,000 00

one student for forty years

fifty

-i-V^)

300 UO
300 00

years

One student perpetually

$2 00
1 00

.

4 00

Repairs
Use of Library

Free tuition

;

occupying only three years.

Janitor's services'

Two

students perpetually

TERMS AND VACATIONS.

There are two terms and two vacations in the college year. The first, or short term, begins with the Thursday on or about the
8th of September, and continues fourteen weeks, followed by a vacation of three weeks. The second or long term, begins with
the Thursday, on or about the 5th of January, and continues till Commencement, on the third 'lliursday trf June.
For circulars and full information, address the President or Vice-President, as above. Letters on the business of the Trustees,
should be addressed to Kev. Z. Phillips, Financial Agent, Troy, N. Y.

WALNUT HILL

SCHOOL, GENEVA,

N. Y.

Rev. Dr. Reed's Boarding School
for Boys is pleasantly situated near
the village of Geneva. The numl/ctr
is

limited to seventy.

Boys are

pre-

pared for college, or any department
of

life

that requires

THOROUGH EDUCATION.
The course of study

includ-

is full,

ing

Ancient and Modern Languagea

SCIENCE,

LITERATURE,
AND THE

ARTS

FINE

Terms
cal

for full English Mathematifind Classical course, $'250 per

annum.

For the Arts the charge is
Circulars will be sent to those
wishing information, on applying to

extra.

THOMAS

C.

REED,

Rector and Proprietor.

ROCHESTER COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE,
BENEDICT and L. R.

N. W.
CORNER OF ATWATER AND OREGON
To those desirous of being well
prepared to enter

COLLEGE,
Or to take a high position in
professional or commercial life,

THIS INSTITUTION
affords a complete course of syste-

matic study, based upon the most
thorough discipline of the intellectual and moral powers.
The superority of its Classical
instruction Is widely known.

ITS

MATHEMATICAL AND

OTHEB. DEPARTMENTS
A re equally

SATTERLEE, Principals.
ROCHESTER, MONROE COUNTY,

STS.,

In charge of an experienced
and highly accomplished preceptress, offers superior
young ladies, to

Are awarded on the completion
of the prescribed course of study.
Students from Abroad
Are provided with the be.«t
commodations in a boarding
of the Principals.
Circulars containing
ticular information

conducted bya professional teacher

cipals,

the hiehest order.

acde-

partment, 'under the supervision

tained

o«'

advantages to

whom

DIPLOMAS

being each

efficient,

N.Y.

The Female Department,

N.Y.

more par

may

be ob-

by application to the prinRochester, Monroe county,

YOUNG

LADIES' INSTITUTE,

AT TEMPLE GROVE, SARATOGA SPRINGS,

N. Y.

Open forty weeks, from the second
in September of each year.
Every department supplied with experienced teachers. Music tauglit.
singly
and in classes, by competent piofessora,
on a new and highly approved plan,
by
means of which a

Monday

MUSICAL EDUCATION"
Of the highest grade can he reached
than at any other place

at less expense
in the State.

The French, German, and Spanish
Languages receive special attention.
Kvery department is under the special
and personal supervision of the Principal.

Number of pupils limited to one

hundred.

TEBMS.
'vv^W^MSa-*^

brated Congress Spring daily, free of charge. This privilege alone
Catalogues sent to any address, on application to the Principal.

is

From one hundred and sixty to two
hundred dollars, ft>r board and English
tuition. Music from forty to fitty dollars per annum. Access to the cele-

often worth the price of a year's residence at the school.

HIGHLAND ACADEMY,
NEWBURGH, ORANGE
CLASSICAL STUDIES,

MODERN LANGUAGES,
DRAWING and PAINTING,

Co.,

N. Y.

ENGLISH BRANCHES,
VOCAL and INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC,
PHYSICAL EDUCATION.

The school year, of f irty-two weeks, commences the second Tuesday of September in each year.
empl'iytd in the various departments.
For particulars apply to

Accomplished instructors

AVM. N. REID,
and Proprietor.

Principal

Rev. John Brown, D.D., Newburgh,
Rev. John Forsyth, D.D., Xewburgh,
Hon. Nathaniel Jones. Newburgh,
Hon. Jno. W.' Brown, Justice Supreme Court, Newburgh,

Hon. John Slosson, Judge of Superior Court, N. Y. City,
E. Warren, Esq., Deputy Controller of the City of Neiv

Wm.
Tork.

WUliam

Fnllerton, Esq., 61

Wall

St.,

New York

\
762-

City.

