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What can you expect tonight?

What you might normally expect: What | hope to give you:

e Links eldeas and suggestions

eResources eMethods

elLists eGuidance

eQ&A eSome links, resources & lists
eQ&A

e A desire to go searching ...



Must have resources for NYSresearchers.

New York Family History Research “Erench’s Gazetteer” New York State Censuses &
Guide and Gazetteer, NYG&B Substitutes, William Dollarhide
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Define: Central New York
The NY Compftrollers Officedefines it as the arca
around the metropolitan City of Syracuse, including
the counties of:

Onondaga
Oswego
Cortland
Cayuga
Madison



The link between geography and genealogy.
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Timeline of New York's Counties

Dukes and Cornwall Counties
ceded to Mass.achusettS. Gloucester County petitioned
1 692 off from Albany County.

1770
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1772
1683 1 766 Tryon and Charlotte Counties 1784
were formed from Albany. Tryon County was renamed

Colony of New York

divided Into 12 counties. Cumberland County

petitioned off from
Albany County.

1800 — 1914

150 years of massive
growth and change.

Gloucester and Cumberland
Counties transferred to
Vermont and partitioned.

1777

Montgomery. Charlotte was
renamed Washington.

2017

New York has
62 counties.

1914

Bronx County, the
last to be formed.



When Google, Ancestry and Family Search
arent producing results!

Types of Records

Vital Records
Land Records
Probate Records
Naturalization
Church

Census —state and federal

DN N N N N N

Newspapers

Where are records located?

N N N RN

State
County
City
Town
Village
Hamlet

Borough

Who to ask, after Google?

v Libraries and archives.
County clerk.

Town and/or county
historians.

v Historical societies.



 Virtually none were recorded before 1880

» NY has a period of privacy restriction

v" 50 years for death and marriage and both people on marriage must be
deceased.

v 75 years for births — and person must be deceased.

* Only indexes are available online or at certain locations.

» Copies of original certificates must be ordered from Albany, or transcripts
can be requested from the locale where the event occurred.

* On the local level it can be challenging to find location of records.

* No consistent pattern of record keeping, or fees, or access exists. (Except in
Albany)



Examples of the challenges to finding vital records in NY!

In Onondaga County

Births and deaths are held on the county
level.

$22 fee for birth and death transcripts.
At least 6 week wait for request.
Marriages are held at the local level.
Marriages in Syracuse cost $10 at City
Hall, and early marriages are free at the
county archives. Some marriage records
exist prior to 1880.

In Oswego County

Births, deaths and marriages are held at
the local level.

Fees vary by locale.

In small towns requests are filled
immediately, no waiting.

In Cayuga County

Town of Brutus lets you look at the early
record books.
Town of Cato does not.



More importantly -
vifal records are also kept in Albany, at the
Department of Health.

None for NYC.

No records of birth, death and marriage from
the Cities of Albany, Buffalo and Yonkers prior to
January 1, 1914

Copies of the original certificates (uncertified)

$22.00/copy

Extensive waiting period. (6+ months)



Best practices for finding vital records in NY:

* Checkthe index first. Deaths online.
Births and Marriages on microfiche.

* Get the state file number,and
determine the place where the event
occurred.

 Ifa derivative is okay, contact the locale.

* Originals can be ordered from Albany.

NYDeath Index online:
NYS Department of Health 1957-1967 Death Index

NYS Department of Health Gazetteer Interactive Search - To determine locale of
registrars

NYS Department of Health 1880-1956 Death Index
Search: “New York Death Index xxxx”[ year |



https://health.data.ny.gov/Health/Genealogical-Research-Death-Index-Beginning-1957/vafa-pf2s/data
https://health.data.ny.gov/Health/NYS-Gazetteer-Interactive-Search/xj6h-78ev
http://www.archive.org/

DEATH INDEX
1890
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Salvia Francesco Sammeon Gardon
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Where are the indexes available?

* New York State Archives, Albany

« National Archives at New York City (Northeast Region)
» Rochester Public Library, Rochester

* Onondaga County Public Library, Syracuse

« Buffalo & Erie County Public Library, Buffalo

+ Steele Memorial Library Elmira

* Crandall Public Library, Glens Falls

« Patchogue-Medford Library, Patchogue

* Flower Memorial Library, Watertown

* Broome County Public Library, Binghamton

Onondaga County Public Library — Local History and Genealogy

5 year limit
3 name limit
The more specific, the better.



mailto:lhg@onlib.org

When the vital record you want doesn’t exist.

Death Church
Certificate
—

Bible
Records
Birth
Certificate Probate . |
Records Family Files

|
Marriage Newspapers ™
Records (obituary) Military
Records




Court Records —Land, probate, naturalization, et. al.

Some availability on Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org
Records vary by county — not all are available online.
More records often available at the county courthouse.

Some records available online, through the counties or the court system.

Check with the county courthouse or county clerk’s office first.

5t Judicial District website:
https://www.nycourts.gov/courts/5jd/onondaga/surrogate/onbase.shtml
Onondaga, Oneida, Oswego, Herkimer, Lewis and Jefferson Counties

Cortland County
https://www.searchigs.com/NYCOR/Login.aspx
1808-1985 Deeds — index with images. And other public records.

Cayuga County Land records:
https://www.nylandrecords.com/nylr/NylrApp/index.jsp
1972 — current. Some other counties available.



https://www.nycourts.gov/courts/5jd/onondaga/surrogate/onbase.shtml
https://www.searchiqs.com/NYCOR/Login.aspx
https://www.nylandrecords.com/nylr/NylrApp/index.jsp

Naturalization Records:

« Before 1906 most were filed with the county courts.

* Most people naturalized in the county they were living in.

* Family Search has a database 1791-1980 online.

« Some transcriptions (indexes) are available online, but only
for certain counties.
http://www.sampubco.com/nats/ny/newyork.htm

* Immigration and naturalization records, Onondaga County,
New York, 1802-1859. Online at Family Search Books.



http://www.sampubco.com/nats/ny/newyork.htm

NYS Census Records

« 1825-1925

« Originals before 1915 are kept at the county level.
« Some online at Family Search and Ancestry

« Be careful of missing towns.

* Use Dollarhide’s guide!

4 Available at the Onondaga County Public Library and the NYS Library
A Available online.

CAYUGA A
CORTLAND 'Y ¢ % (®A A |(0A (e, A (*A ¢ L
MADISON oA (0A (6L 6hH A (¢ L (*A
Bk oA (0A (6L (L L (¢ A oA
* OSWEGO *LH (A (A eA A oA A

Towns of Scott, Solon and Willet only.



v' Land Records\A
Only death indexes available online.
v" Probate Records County Courthouse d

County Clerk «  1880-1966 Archiv.org
v Naturalization .,
(pre 1906) + 1957-67 NYS Department of Health.
/ Copies of Birth and marriage
, original indexes available at
Surrogate’s Court| /\yvg Library/Archives vital records | certain locations around
Public Library in Albany the state.
Family Search has digitized some land Microfilm, books, some originals in Albany and at
and probate records for NY. the county level.

Search by county. The records

available differ by county.
Its still a good practice to ask at the Transcriptions, indexes and other derivative formats

county level what is available. in libraries, archives, historical societies and online.

Some online at Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org

CNYGS Tree Talks



Central New York Genealogical Society’s 7ree Talks

Began in 1961.

Published quarterly.

At different times covered 46-49 of NYs 62 counties.
Abstracts genealogical records.

Census, wills, church and many other records.

County packets combine allthe records abstracted for
each county.

WWW.Cnygs.org



Beyond the obvious.

Records/Resources Experts
WPA Records « County and Town Historians
WPA Record Surveys  Historical Societies

Cemetery Records
Church Records
Family files

Card files
Manuscripts
Yearbooks
Scrapbooks
Archival records



From the Guide to vital statistics records of
churches in New York state, exclusive

of New York City; in 2 volumes.

Done by the Historical Records Survey.

All online at Family Search Books
www.books.familysearch.org



http://www.books.familysearch.org/

Experts, experts, experts.

Historical and Genealogical Societies.

+ NYG&B

+ Central New York Genealogical Society
http://cnygs.org/

+ Cortland County Historical Society
http://cortlandhistory.com/

« Oneida County Historical Society
https://www.oneidacountyhistory.org/

+ Jefferson County Genealogical Society
http://icnygs.com/

* Oswego County Historical Society
http://www.rbhousemuseum.org/

» Half Shire Historical Society (Northern Oswego)
http://halfshire.org/

* Madison County Historical Society
http://mchs1900.org/



http://cnygs.org/
http://cortlandhistory.com/
https://www.oneidacountyhistory.org/
http://jcnygs.com/
http://www.rbhousemuseum.org/
http://halfshire.org/
http://mchs1900.org/

Experts, experts, experts.

County and Town Historians.

There are over 1,600 local government historians in
New York State. The state historian law requires that a
local historian is appointed in each city, town, village, or

borough, and allows for the appointment of a historian in
each county.

A complete list can be found:

The Association of Public Historians of NYS
http://www.aphnys.org/historian-lookup/



http://www.aphnys.org/historian-lookup/

Experts, experts, experts.

Libraries and Archives - CNY

Onondaga County Public Library

Flower Memorial Library, Watertown (Jefferson County)
Utica Public Library, Utica (Oneida County)

Seymour Public Library, Auburn (Cayuga County)

Oswego County Records Center, 315-349-8460

Oneida Public Library, Oneida (Madison County)

Steele Memorial Library, Elmira (Chemung County)
Montgomery County Department of History Archives, Fonda
New York State Historical Association Library, Cooperstown

Syracuse University Library
Cornell University Library

Family Search Books htips://books.familysearch.org/
New York Heritage  hitps://www.nyheritage.org/
ArchiveGrid https://beta.worldcat.org/archivegrid/



https://books.familysearch.org/
https://www.nyheritage.org/
https://beta.worldcat.org/archivegrid/

All the links, titles, sites, online books
used 1n this webinar are available at:
www.820research.com/cny

Holly Sammons, MLS
genealogy(@820research.com
www.820research.com

NEW YORK

: copyright Presenter, Holly J. Sammons, MLS NYG&B GENEALOGICAL
AND BIOGRAPHICAL

all rights reserved
SCCIETY



http://www.820research.com/cny
mailto:genealogy@820research.com
http://www.820research.com/
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