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Local History and Genealogy
● Started in the 1880 ’s as part of the 

Syracuse Public Library
● 130  years later over 35,0 0 0  volumes
● 6,0 0 0  microfilm
● 15,0 0 0  microfiche
● Continues to grow today
● Original vision was a national collection
● Focus is New York, New England, 

Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
● Greatest depth is Onondaga County and 

State of New York



How to begin?
● Search the library catalog
◦ www.onlib.org

● Explore the OCPL genealogy web pages
● Call or email or visit – if you have 

questions.
◦ 315-435-190 0
◦ lhg@onlib.org



Resources
● Census – Federal and New York State
● Military Records
● Vital Records
● Newspapers
● Cemetery Records
● Maps
● Serials/ Journals
● County and Town Histories
● Directories and Telephone Books
● Wills and Land Records
● Other resources and projects



Census
● Federal Census 
✓1790 -1940
✓Online, microfilm, and print indexes

● New York State 
✓1825-1875, 1892, 190 5-1925 
✓Online, microfilm, and print indexes

● Soundex for NYS -1880 , 190 0  and 
1920  

● 1890  Veteran’s Census



Military Records
● Revolutionary War Pension files and 

records of service
● Civil War
◦ Adjutant General’s Reports
◦ Town Clerk’s Register of Men Who Served
◦ Rosters
◦ Unit Histories

● Other – Fold3, WWII clippings, 
biographies, journals, letters and more.



Vital Records
● Index to NYS Vital Records - 1881
● Local collections 
◦ 1847-1849 town records (bdm)
◦ WPA Files
◦ Obits - Clippings 1860 -1996
◦ Necrology Database
◦ Church records

● New England Vital Records
◦ Conn, Maine, Mass, R.I. and Vermont



Newspapers
● Syracuse Newspapers
◦ 1850 ’s to within 6 months of present
◦ Clippings files

⚫Scrapbooks
⚫Vertical Files

◦ Online
⚫Fultonhistory.com
⚫NewspaperArchive.com
⚫Newsbank
⚫Newspapers.com

● Inter Library Loan –access to NYS Library 
Newspaper Project



Cemetery Records
● New York County and Town Cemetery 

Index
● Transcriptions and cemetery records
● Internment records
● Example: Myrtle Hill



Maps
● Land Ownership Maps
◦ Onondaga County -1852, 1859, 1860  and 

1889 
◦ NY Counties – similar years

● NY State County Atlas -1829
● Other various maps – military tract, 

canal, colonial, railroad, turnpike, etc.



Serials/Journals
● Current and out of print
● Many from volume one, issue one
● The Record, The Register, TAG (The 

American Genealogist), Mayflower 
Quarterly/ Journal, The Loyalist Gazette, 
and much more.

● Tree Talks



County and Town Histories
● All the states covered
● NY and Pennsylvania
◦ Book and microfilm

● Town Histories
◦ Tully, Lysander, Pompey and so on…



Directories & Telephone Books
● Earliest Syracuse Directory 1844
● Up to current year
● Scanned online through 1923
● Suburban Directories began 1957
● Telephone Books
● Other cities in NYS (Utica, Albany, 

Watertown and more)

https://books.familysearch.org/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do;jsessionid=0107E1BDBF6A346870E717613DEBE4EF?vid=FHD_PUBLIC&backFromPreferences=true


Probate and Land Records
● Onondaga County Surrogate Records 

180 2-1923 Index
● Earliest Wills on microfilm
● Onondaga County Deeds 1794 –1870  –

Index with some actual deeds
● Other towns and counties 



Other Resources and Projects
● Onondaga County Pioneer Family Index
● Yearbooks
● Voorhees Manuscript Collection
● Finding Aids
● Databases – unique, in-house records
◦ WPA
◦ Necrology
◦ 1855 and 1865 NYS Census for Onondaga County
◦ Obits

● Family Search Scanning Project
● And more….



And don’t forget…
● Professional help.
● www.onlib.org
● Email:  lhg@onlib.org
● Phone 315-435-190 0
● Local History and Genealgoy Dept.

Onondaga County Public Library
447 So. Salina St.
Syracuse, NY  1320 4

mailto:lhg@onlib.org


Links visited:

Local History and Genealogy Department, at the Onondaga County 
Public Library
http://www.onlib.org/research/special-collections/local-history-
genealogy

Genealogy Databases available with your library card from home or 
at your local library
http://www.onlib.org/research/databases

Family Search – book scanning project 
http://books.familyserch.org

Central New York Genealogical Society 
http://cnygs.org

Fulton History – Online Newspapers
http://www.fultonhistory.com

http://www.onlib.org/research/special-collections/local-history-genealogy
http://www.onlib.org/research/databases
http://books.familyserch.org/
http://cnygs.org/
http://www.fultonhistory.com/
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